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Editorial  

 

It feels like it has been a relatively quiet summer in 

Thorverton, but certainly that has not been the case 

in other parts of the country or further afield.  The 

phone hacking scandal seems like ages ago - and 

incidentally, I should take the opportunity to 

categorically deny that any of the information that I 

have published over the years on the WI is in any 

way attributable to hacking Sylv Gregory‘s phone - 

so quickly was it followed by the looting and rioting 

in London and certain other cities, and more recently 

still by the activities in Libya;  and all the while the 

crisis deepens in East Africa (well done the Baptist 

Church for organising a coffee morning to raise 

money to help those in need in that part of the 

world).  As Graham Palmer alludes to in his letter, 

we do have occasional problems in the village, but 

fortunately the general community spirit is very 

good, with different generations getting on so well 

together.  Long may that continue. 

 

July and August may have been relatively quiet in 

Thorverton event-wise, but September most certainly 

is not.  What is it about September that sees so many 

activities on offer?  The Notices Section is probably 

longer this month than I have seen it.  Excellent –  

 

 

 

 

this surely indicates the vibrancy of the village, with 

activities arranged by and aimed at all age ranges. 

 

I am pleased to report that we have had some repairs 

carried out to our printer (no – I don‘t mean to Barrie 

Phillips or Peter Mason!), which had been suffering a 

little in the past two or three editions.  Using our own 

equipment does keep the costs of Focus down, 

although we have to accept that the appearance will 

never quite match that of professionally produced 

magazines.  For those of you who would like to see 

pictures in colour, please take a look at the back 

copies of Focus on Thorverton.net, maintained by 

Rob Purvis.  I actually receive a large number of 

photos which I don‘t have room for in Focus and am 

hoping to be able to put these onto the web pages so 

that you can see them there. 

 

You surely don‘t have enough time to be reading any 

more of my ramblings, with so much going on out 

there.  Get to it. 

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Annette Mawson of Jericho Street 

 
It's happened: Thorverton Pre-School is officially 

opened and running well.  After the many campaigns 

to raise money to achieve this goal, it is now a 

reality; and here to stay.   

 

When I visited the school, it was a pleasure to see the 

eager faces of the children.  I found a lofty building - 

a far larger one than I had anticipated.  The bonus of 

having a covered area near it was a good decision by 

the planning team. 

 

What also pleased me was the fact that the school 

can make use of a small wood.  Children learn about 

nature here and are able to appreciate and love our 

native trees. 

 

Mrs Booking had been to show them how a bug 

house is made.  What a surprise it was to meet three 

very small girls doing something by a large tree in 

Broadlands.  On asking them what they were doing, 

they answered "we are building a bug house".  This 

is just one example of the importance for the children 

to have the chance to learn about the countryside.  

We must be thankful for the dedication of the 

teachers in helping the children to gain this important 

part of their education. 

 

Best wishes to all who work in our schools and 

especially to the children. 

  
 

 

From Roger Fieldhouse of Pynes House 

 

Joyce Youings 

I was sorry that I was unable to attend Joyce‘s 

funeral in July.  I didn‘t know her well in Thorverton 

– she became unwell soon after we moved into the 

village.  My memory of her dates back nearly fifty 

years to when I was an undergraduate and she was a 

young academic.  I came across an excellent article 

she had published in a history journal.  It described 

the rise of the gentry in Devon in the late fifteenth 

and early sixteenth centuries. It was a small but very 

well researched and written contribution to the major 

debate then raging amongst historians about the 

decline of the medieval aristocracy in Britain and 

their replacement as the new ruling class by the 

bourgeois gentry.  I have always remembered her 

local study bringing valuable clarity and illumination 

to the wider picture painted by other historians. 

 

 

From Shirley Hoole of Silver Street 

 

I would like to thank those many people in the 

village who have been and are being so supportive to 

me during my current illness and who were so 

welcoming when I came to the village in 1981 or 

thereabouts.  As we all know, Thorverton is a very 

special village, but it was not until I became ill that I 

realised how very special it was.   

 

I would particularly like to thank those dog walkers 

and night sleepers who have helped provide a rota 

and have come in so regularly.  They will all know 

who they are but in particular I'd like to thank Beryl 

Baker, Anne Wells and Mary Ette.   

 

I hope to be around for a while yet, but thought I'd 

pen a note while of moderately sound mind. 

 

With so many thanks and love. 

 

Shirley Hoole 

 

 

From John and Jean White of Waters Ford 
 

We are writing to congratulate young mums who 

organised the Sunday Open Gardens fund raising 

event for the Pre-school. It was extremely well 

advertised, and organised in a friendly and 

professional manner. They even managed to pick 

the best day of the summer! 

 

I believe a lot of money was raised which just 

goes to prove the old saying that you ‗reap what 

you sow‖. 

 

[Indeed so.  The report later on in Focus 

confirms that £1,500 was raised – Ed] 
 

 

From Ward and Sarah Crawford of Raddon 

 

During the eighteen years that we have lived here, 

we have often reflected how fortunate we are to have 

made Thorverton our home. Never more so than 

throughout the weekend of Alice and Alistair‘s 

wedding this July, when the words ‗locally sourced‘ 

took on a really special meaning. So many of our 

guests were delighted and impressed by the skills, 

talents and high quality services we had been able to 

call on in our own village!  
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So, our special thanks to: Elspeth Holmes for the 

gorgeous bridal flowers (and for not needing Plan B), 

to Penny Fice for the stunning (and delicious) 

wedding cake, to Melanie Beasley for the lovely 

hairstyling (and coping with indecisive bridesmaids), 

to the Thorverton Arms for the wonderful reception 

food, to the Exe Valley Farm Shop for going the 

extra mile to source fresh flowers and cream, to 

Meemee and Mark Overton for the use of their field 

as a car park, to our fantastic serving team of 

Chessie, Tommy, Ollie, Justin, Joe and Duncan, to 

Mary Thomas for her extraordinary (volunteer) scone 

making skills, to Heather Kershaw for wrestling with 

Stanley and emerging triumphant, to Lorraine 

Colebrook for orchestrating the string quintet with 

grace and kindness, to Rich, Ed Joe and Duncan of 

Backbench Rebellion (the South West‘s top party 

band) for getting everyone dancing (even the 

grandparents) and of course to Douglas Dettmer for 

the warm, sensitive and  inspiring leading of the 

marriage service. Last, but not least, thank you to all 

those who lent last minute stuff from tablecloths to 

violins, sent cards and good wishes or turned out to 

make the bride feel like Kate Middleton as she 

arrived at the church. We are grateful to you all. 

 

 

From Anne Theobald (Emmie Aird’s niece) 
 

Emily Aird 

 

Emmie's family wish to express their thanks and 

appreciation for the kind words and support received 

from so many people in their recent bereavement. 
  
  
  

Edited version of the address given by Will Ford at 

the funeral of Emily Aird  

 

Emily Aird was born Emily Ford at Bisley House, 

Bullen Street, Thorverton on 15
th
 February 1921. Her 

infant life was recalled in the family by this incident: 

Emmie was having a tantrum, tears and crying 

bitterly – nothing would console her. Then her 

mother called her attention to a flock of sheep being 

driven down Bullen Street: ―Look at all the baa 

lambs, lots and lots of them.‖ The setting subsided, 

peace, until the last sheep had gone by. Then she 

turned to her mother and said ―I‘ll cry again now!‖  

 

Emmie attended Thorverton School and won a 

scholarship to Tiverton Girls‘ School. She passed her 

Oxford School test and was head girl in her last 

years. Her extra-curricular activities included tennis, 

hockey and Girl Guides. As a guide she achieved the  

Gold Cords in June 1939, the highest achievement a 

girl could earn and the first to be won in the Tiverton 

District and Tiverton division.  

 

On leaving school in 1939 Emmie stared her nursing 

career at Ottery St Mary Cottage Hospital before 

taking a four year training course at Guy‘s Hospital, 

London, Orpington and Farnborough. This was 1940 

– after the nine-day Dunkirk evacuation, with the 

Battle of Britain World being fought over London 

and South East England.  Trainee nurses in this area 

were gaining intense ―hands on‖ experience; some 

lost their lives.  Emmie survived and went on to 

complete her training, becoming a registered nurse in 

in May 1943. 

 

Then she joined Queen Alexandra‘s Royal Naval 

Nursing Service, which led to a number of unusual 

experiences, including taking part in the Victory 

Parade in London on 8
th
 June 1946, and the hours of 

rehearsal to ensure the marching men and women 

maintained the same speed and kept their station in a 

procession over four miles long.    

 

In 1947 she joined Great Ormond Street Hospital for 

Sick Children, but soon moved to Glasgow.  There 

she fell in love with Dougie, ―her dour but charming 

Scotsman‖, whom she married.   

 

She is remembered by her niece – and others - for her 

little sparks of mischief.  She treated children the 

same as adults, wore sunglasses, dressed like a 

princess and taught her niece how to roller skate.  

Glasgow in the 1960s wasn‘t meant to be so 

glamorous! 

 

Emmie cared for sick children in Glasgow.  She 

picked up the dialect, which helped her get on with 

them so well.  In all, she was nursing for 40 years, 

caring for thousands of patients.  She lived through 

the birth of the NHS and the introduction of 

penicillin, and was directly involved with pioneering 

cardiac surgery in Glasgow in the 1960s.  She was an 

inspirational figure. 

 

She finished her nursing career in 1981 and began a 

long and happy retirement back in Thorverton.  She 

and Douglas came to live in Kirkfoard and blended 

in with village life.  Emmie involved herself in The 

Over 60s, Samaritans, Focus, Royal British Legion, 

bellringing and not forgetting Kirkfoard Boutique 

and Stable Salon, the self-service charity shop which 

was particularly busy during Church Week. 

 

Douggie died in 1992, and their two dogs a few years 

later.  Emmie then became involved in housing 

ownerless guide dogs, usually for a few days or 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.8–September 2011 

 

4 

weeks, but one, Georgie, was with her for 16 months 

and had a fan club of visitors.  In all, Emmie looked 

after 72 dogs, working with Guide Dogs for the 

Blind. 

 

Bellringers paid their tributes to Emmie with a peal 

on 7
th
 July by the Guild of Devonshire Ringers, 

another by the Bath and Wells Association on the 

20
th
 and a third by the Guild, for which the record 

states ―Rung in memory of Emily Aird, former ringer 

at this tower, on the eve of her funeral‖. 

 

Finally, quoting the last words spoken by Emmie‘s 

mother: ―Good night and God bless you‖.  

 

 

 

 

Below is a picture of Emmie Aird‘s famous dog 

Queenie in her new home in Upexe entertaining 

some old friends 

 
Photo by John Spivey 

 

 

 

From Graham Palmer 

 

I have heard recently that there have been several 

unpleasant incidents in the Portacabin, which have 

been very upsetting to the staff working there. It 

occurred to me that it could be helpful to explain to 

newer residents and the established ones too, how it 

came to be in the car park with the occupations it 

currently contains. 

  

About ten years ago, the Post Office was closing and 

the Papers delivery sadly had to cease about the same 

time. This was a big loss to the village, and the late 

Michael Lewis, a very energetic and purposeful 

resident, worked extremely hard to develop a 

solution, which involved financial help from local 

organisations and private donations, plus necessary 

administration negotiations.  

 

The expenses of the premises also had to be covered 

to accommodate the Post Office, so selling 

newspapers was an ideal solution, and to confirm 

that this was to be a Community Project, a group of 

residents volunteered and formed a daily rota to 

make this possible, with the Post Office occupying 

the other end of the cabin. 

  

Other enterprises, such as selling stationery and 

greetings cards followed to increase the income, and 

in 2005 a not for profit limited company (TCT) was 

formed, which now has almost two hundred 

members, each donating £5 to the funds each year. 

Any small profit, after a reserve fund for 

maintenance and repairs, has to be distributed 

locally. 

  

It was decided that the people actually selling the 

papers should be given contracts and be paid from 

08.30hrs.to 09.00hrs to sort the papers and from 

09.00hrs to 09.30hrs.to sell them. The level of 

remuneration is modest, and is fixed so they receive 

no more for the extra time they give frequently and 

voluntarily. Further, it is right for it to be known that 

none of the managers are paid for any of the 

considerable number of hours they give in working 

for the continuing success of this truly Community 

Project.  

  

I have written this letter, as one of the first group of 

volunteers, to explain the true nature of this 

Community Project, in the hope that all will 

appreciate its nature, and give those who work there 

the respect and tolerance they deserve in their efforts 

to help Thorverton remain a tranquil and contented 

community. 

    

PS. I am sorry this is so long, but I think it needs to 

be said!  

 

Yours sincerely, Graham Palmer   

 

Thorverton U14s Cricket Team  v Toronto Cricket 

Academy 

  

Photo by P Garnett
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the July meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

 
 

 

 

Housing Matters 

 
MDDC had acknowledged receipt of the Parish Council‘s response to the Development Management Development 

Plan Document Issues and Options Report.  
 

Planning Matters 

 
A)  To note planning decisions to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref 11/00618/FULL. Application to replace extant planning application 08/00488/FULL (to extend time limit). 

Erection of two dwellings. Bell Inn. Approved. 

 

B)   To consider planning applications received to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref 11/00714/LBC. Internal and external alterations 2 and 3 Lawn Cottages. 

(ii) Ref 11/00901/FULL. Erection of extension. 24 The Glebe. 

 

Highways Matters 

 
Several matters were discussed under this heading.  C/Cllr Lee undertook to contact MDDC regarding the bank at 

the northern side of  Silver Street which appeared to have slipped onto the edge of the roadway over time.  Cllr 

Sims brought to Council‘s attention the fact that a crack had appeared in the wall in Dark Lane just above the 

Quarry Car Park and it was agreed that DCC should be asked to arrange an inspection. 

 

Other Parish Matters 

 
 Cllr Spivey was appointed Council‘s representative on the Raddon Hills Group of Parishes, which gives 

local councils the opportunity for representatives to meet and discuss topics of mutual interest. 

 Council noted that the Chairman of MDDC, Councillor Brenda Hull, would attend the September meeting. 

 The Standards Committee of MDDC had granted Cllrs (who are also Trustees of the Recreation Ground) 

dispensation to deal with matters relating to the management of the Recreation Ground for the usual four 

year period. 

 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 13
th
 September 2011 at 

7.30pm.  

 

An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and minutes are displayed once they have 

been approved by Councillors. 

 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board  

 

SWeGA 
 

Grasstrack 24th September 

South West Centre final 

championship round 

 
Practice: 10.30am;  

Racing Starts: 12.30pm 

 

Followed by 

SWeGA & SWC Championship 

Presentation Evening 
From 7.30pm onwards 

 

Entertainment by local band STAY 

LUCKY.  Beer Tent & Food Wagon 

 

Nominated charity: Devon Air 

Ambulance 
 

Entry Ticket £10  (Covers both 

events – purchase at venue)  

 
Venue: Kindly provided by Michael 

Ayre:  follow signs through Thorverton 

 

CEILIDH 
 

DANCE to MOOR THE MERRIER 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

Saturday, 17th September - 7.00 to 11.00pm 

adults - £5 

11 to 17 years - £2 

Pasty and salad - £2.50 

in aid of Thorverton Church funds. 

 

Please pre-order tickets, and food if required, by 10th 

September 

Peter/Lorraine Colebrook at Ockero - tel:01392 

861019 

(Bar available) 

 

 

Friday September 9th 

 

Memorial Hall Thorverton 

 

Musical Night in aid of Butterfly 

Children’s Hospice China. 

 

Music From 

 

HAZAAR 
[riotous klesmer jazz ] 

 
Plus special appearance from 

 

 Vicky and the Truetones 
[Silky jazz/blues from Bristol ] 

 
With support from 

 

BONE IDOL 
As seen at Thorverton Show. 

 
Three stunning bands, bar and light 

refreshments 
 

£10 on the door or tickets from Mike 

Jeffreys 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
 
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. in church: 
September 15th, 29th 
October 20th 
November 3rd, 10th, 24th (Christmas I) 
December 1st (Christmas II), 8th (Christmas III), 15th 
(Christmas IV) 
  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

Practices 
Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school (except on 
December 12th) 
September 12th, 19th 
October 17th 
November 7th, 21st 
December 5th, 12th (in church) 
 
For more information please contact Mary Thomas, 
01392 860730               
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Every year we join forces with Cancer Research UK to 

raise funds for breast cancer research programmes. 

For each Help Whip Cancer® product that you buy,                                        

we donate 

£1 to Cancer Research UK! 

                                                                                 

 

 

7:30pm 

Friday 

16
th

 Sept 

WI Hut, 

Thorverton                                                                                                                            

Contact Emma 

07521671615 

                                                                                                       

Help Whip Cancer® Fundraiser 
Up to 25% of this Help Whip Cancer® 

Fundraiser Show’s total sales will be 
donated to Cancer Research UK. The 
money you raise supports vital research 
into all aspects of breast cancer.  Over 
£1 million pounds has been donated 
since 2007  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sylv & Anne‘s 

 

CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

Tea/coffee 

Home-made cakes 

WI Premises 
2-30pm to 4-30pm 

All welcome. 

Every Monday excluding Bank Holidays 

Look forward to seeing you 

 
Charity number 229868 

 

TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

 

Clarinet Group 

 

 
 

Meets every Thursday morning – new members 

welcome 

 

Contact Peter Mason 860727 
 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

 

September 22
nd

    Leisure, Garden Cottage 

October 13
th
    Meals, Ockero 

November 17
th
    Bouquets, Cubberley House 

December 7
th
 (Wed)   Celebration, Campion Cottage 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

Stoke Canon Bell Restoration Committee invite you to 

join 

‘YOUR HERITAGE’ CLUB 
which will run for a series of 9 monthly meetings, 

beginning on  

SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2011 
 

Everyone is welcome to come along to hear specialist 

speakers and to contribute to discussions on topics 

which include the history of: 

Stoke Canon and its church 
Stained Glass Windows 

Church bells and bell ringing 
Memorials and gravestones 

Using the internet for historical research 
and beginning on Sept 20

th
 with 

"Introduction to Church Building and 

contents” by John Allen – Project Manager                

Exeter Archaeology. 
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Cadbury Fun Run/Walk 

On Saturday 10
th
 September, the 26th Annual CHARITY FAMILY FUN RUN AND WALK will take place. As 

usual it starts and finishes at Fursdon Coach Hall and registration will take place from 1.30pm for a Race start time 

of 2.30pm. 

As in previous years the route is approximately four miles long. Drinks will be available en route and there will be 

refreshments to welcome hungry walkers back at the end of the race. The entry fee will be £5 for over 16s, £2 for 

children (under 16) and last but not least £1 per dog! 

The nominated charities this year will be Cadbury Church and ShelterBox.  ShelterBox is an international disaster 

relief charity that delivers emergency shelter and lifesaving supplies for families around the world who are 

affected by disasters at the time when they need it the most. Their goal is to help 50,000 families who lose 

everything in a disaster every year and given the increase in natural disasters over the past few years their help is 

needed more than ever.   

              

     

 
Please join us in supporting this worthwhile charity while having an enjoyable day out. 

Amy and James Greig 

  

Family Dog Show & Car Boot Sale 
 

 In aid of St Peter’s Church, Brampford Speke 

 
CHAMBERLAINS FARM, BRAMPFORD SPEKE 

SUNDAY 18
TH

 SEPTEMBER 
 

Car Boot Sale from 1.00pm, Dog Show Entries taken from 1.00pm 

Dog Show commences 2.00pm prompt 

 
Fun  Classes  including  Veteran Dog,  Most  Appealing  Eyes,  Best  Condition,  Best  Child Handler, Most 

Obedient      £1  per  class 

Plus Prize Draw : Refreshments : Cake Stall 
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Allotment Holders' BBQ 

 

on Sunday 4
th

 Sepember 

 

at 4pm 

 

 

 
 

Sharing Worship 

   We are the Body of Christ (that means all of us!) 
 

Monday October 3rd & Monday October 10th at The Boniface Centre, Crediton, 7.30-9.30pm 

Led by Andrew Maries 

A two-part course for those interested in participating in and leading worship in their Mission Communities 

 
The course is designed to help us to take an active part in Common Worship, Morning Prayer & Services of 

the Word and BCP Mattins & Evensong.  It aims to answer these questions:  

 Where do we find the formats? 

 What are we allowed to do? 

 Where do we find alternative and seasonal material and when do we use it? 

 I don’t want to lead services, but I may want to: lead intercessions, give a talk/read a homily, be a 

server or chalice assistant? 

 

For further details and to enrol, please contact Penny Doe on 01363 82300    penelope-doe@tiscali.co.uk 

Dolphin Games Group

You are invited to join
The Dolphin Games Group

at 

‘The Thorverton Arms’

For pool, darts, dominos and 
other games

Meeting on alternate Tuesdays 
starting on Tuesday 24th May 

From 10.30am – 12 noon

All welcome

Cost – The price of a coffee

.

mailto:penelope-doe@tiscali.co.uk
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Your Village needs your support we will be Fund Raising starting with our very own Thorverton Olympics 
on Sunday 25

th
 September then on the 29

th
 October we will be having a Halloween Monster Mash at the 

Village Hall. 
 
We will be selling Draw tickets at all our events with the main draw taking place on Monday 4

th
 June 

2012. 
 
Please contact Sallie Hayes Sue Sims Natasha Carbines & Lou Helley for more details. 
Or jubilee-celebrations@denzi1.co.uk or www.jubilee-celebrations@denzi1.co.uk 

 

The Parish Clerk practises for the Thorverton 

Olympics (holding the real Olympic Torch): 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Sunday 25
th

 September 

 

Thorverton’s Olympics 

 
There will be different age categories 4-5, 6-7, 
8-9, 10-11,12-13  and 14 and above and 
possibly adult racing if anyone is up for it.  
 
There will be sprints, relays, novelty races and 
more.  Anyone can register before or on the day 
before 10.30. For registration before email 
natashacarbines@btinternet.com with d.o.b, 
name and address with parental consent. There 
will be medals for the races and  many side 
stalls, bar and barbecue.  

 

 

Saturday 29
th

 October 
 

Monster Mash 
 

At the Memorial Hall 
 

Organised by the Diamond Jubilee Committee 
 

6pm until midnight 
 

Bar, food and disco with fancy dress competition 
for children and adults 

 

mailto:jubilee-celebrations@denzi1.co.uk
http://www.jubilee-celebrations@denzi1.co.uk/
mailto:natashacarbines@btinternet.com


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.8–September 2011 

 

11 

 

Bach-Britten-Bizet-Coward-Gershwin-Haydn-Purcell-Verdi-Quilter 

              

CAROLYN HARRIES MEZZO-SOPRANO  BOBBY JEFFREY TENOR 

    Accompanied by PATRICK TAYLOR 

 

IN CONCERT:  Songs, Duets and Arias - Sacred, Serious, and Silly 
 

At the Church of Our Lady, Upton Pyne 
On Sunday September 11th at 3 o'clock 

Tickets £6 at the door or in advance from Opus Classical Records, Guildhall Shopping Centre 
or Veronica Clarke, Tel:  01392 841530.  Proceeds to FORCE 

 

 
The Exe Valley Film Society 

 
 

proudly presents our next screening: 
 

A SERIOUS MAN (15) 
 

Director:  Joel & Ethan Coen.  Starring: Michael Stuhlbarg, Richard Kind                
 
Made in 2007, this film is one of the Coen brothers’ dark comedy classics about a physics professor 
facing a mid-life crisis who consults a number of rabbis for advice. He embarks on a journey of faith, 
family and delinquent behaviour. Described by Vanity Fair magazine as “awesome.” 

 
DATE:      THURSDAY 29

th
 September 

TIME:        7.30 for 8.0pm 

VENUE:    Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 

All welcome – members £1, non-members £5. Bring a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the 

friendly, relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn! Enquiries 01392 840072 
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Parish Church Services and News 

 

September 2011 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

4 September 2011 Trinity 11 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Thorverton  DD  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Upton Pyne  DD & JD 

03:00 pm Baptism  Brampford Speke  JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  JD  
 

11 September Trinity 12 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Brampford Speke  DD  

10:00 am Family Service of The Word  ☺ Newton St Cyres   Lay-Led   

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon   DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe                                       Alan Simmonds  

05:00 pm Service of The Word Harvest   Netherexe JD 
 Preceded by tea at 4pm 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP]  Huxham   DD  
 

18 September 2011 Trinity 13 
 

10:00 am Service of The Word Harvest  Cadbury   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Final Service & Holy Communion  [C] Cowley    DD 

 Thanksgiving for Cowley Church  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore                                      John Searle   

10:00 am Service of The Word Harvest   Thorverton  JD 
   Joint with Baptist Church  

03:30 pm Sunday Hymns with Tea & Cake  Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

05:00 pm Service With A Smile  ☺ Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  
 

24 September 2011 Ordination of a Priest – Julia Dallen  
 

04:00 pm Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon    
 The Right Revd Richard Hawkins [Assistant Bishop] & The Arch Deacon of Exeter, the Ven. Penny Driver 
 

25 September 2011 Trinity 14 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Huxham   JD & DD 

10:00 am Family Service Harvest of Water   Poltimore   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word    Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service   ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word    Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 

11:15 am  Holy Communion   [C] Rewe                                           John Mapson  
 

29 September 2011 St Michael & All Angels 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [BCP] Cadbury  JD 
 Cadbury Patronal Festival 

 

2 October 2011 Dedication Festival  

10:00 am Service With A Smile Harvest   ☺ Brampford Speke                     Lay-Led & DD  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Thorverton   JD 

11:15 am Service of The Word Harvest  Rewe  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion Harvest [C] Upton Pyne   DD  
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05:00 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury   DD  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Poltimore           JD & Canon Andrew Godsall 

 
 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   and with the needs of young children especially in 

And Family Service Thorverton &  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres   style, often including a children‘s activity at the 

  beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 

  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people‘s group meeting during the 10 am 

  Service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 

  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong [BCP] Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 
 

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
 

Variations  Tue 6
th

 Sep No Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 Wed 7
th

 Sep Holy Communion at Thorverton 09:30 am 

 Thu 8
th

 Sep No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Tue 13
th

 Sep No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Mon 19
th

 Sep No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

 Thu 22
nd

 Sep  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Tue 27
th

 Sep No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Thu 29
th

 Sep No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

  

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

DD The Revd  Douglas Dettmer  Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145 or mobile 07733 673842 
 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams.  For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact:  Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on [01392] 

860780.   

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Marga ret Turner-Warwick on 

[01392] 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 

For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

Parish Letter 
 

Family Matters 

 

As I write this letter, the news is all about the riots in 

London and other large cities around the country. It 

is shocking and disturbing to see, and people are 

wondering what is causing it. Some blame the police, 

some the government and some parenting or the lack 

thereof. None of these is probably solely responsible, 

nor are they without some influence in the situation. 

But equally, it cannot be said that the whole of the 

police, the government or parents are in any way 

involved. The trouble is, we all want someone to 

blame and pointing the finger away from ourselves is 

our first instinct. It wasn‘t us, it was them. 

 

Here in rural Devon we might even feel smug. It 

hasn‘t happened here, we are better than them. Or we 

may be frightened that it might happen here, and be 

hoping that it doesn‘t. But there has been evidence 

that some most unlikely people have been involved. 

 

Perhaps the question should not be ‗who are these 

people who are doing these terrible things?‘, but 

‗what is my part in it?‘ ‗Have I failed to do 

something which would have prevented this?‘ This is 

not to make ourselves feel miserable, but to consider  

 

 

 

 

 

 

whether there is something we could be doing to 

calm the situation, or prevent it happening again. 

 

Do we know where our children are late at night? Do 

we know who they are mixing with through all the 

different forms of communication they have access 

to these days? Do we give the young people we meet 

the benefit of conversation and good manners? Do 

we provide safe spaces for them to be? If an 

opportunity was there would we use it? None of us 

can do all of this, but we can play a part in letting it 

happen. Spending time together as a family and 

having fun is healthy, but the demands of life can 

sometimes overwhelm us and we can find that time 

runs through the hour glass too quickly to stop and 

think.  

 

The church is a family and knows the importance of 

spending time together, sharing meals together and 

growing together as one. We also understand the 

difficulties which can arise when we do not always 

see eye to eye on a subject. We have struggled with 

power, greed and selfishness, we long for peace and 

space to be ourselves. We know the value of saying 

sorry and being forgiven.  Some of the churches in 

the area are working on providing resources for you 

to draw on. Look out for more information during the 

autumn, and take an opportunity to make a difference 

to your family or situation. 

 

Julia Dallen 

 

Baptist Church 
 

Encourage one another and build each other up, just 

as in fact you are doing. 

1 Thessalonians Ch5 V 11 

 

Prior to his conversion, the apostle Paul persecuted 

scores of Christians. But God met this ruthless 

Pharisee in a special vision on the road to Damascus 

and changed his heart. 

 

Yet wherever Paul went after his conversion, he 

caused controversy. The book of Acts tells us that 

many Christians were unwilling to accept Paul‘s 

conversion as a real change of heart. They feared that 

his supposed love for Christ was mere playacting and 

would ultimately result in their imprisonment. Jews 

were angry at his new message, too. Death threats 

against him were commonplace, and the increasing 

threats of violence prompted the church leaders in 

Jerusalem to take Paul to the coast, place him on 

board a ship, and send him back to his hometown of 

Tarsus. 

 

For several chapters, the book of Acts is silent about 

the life of Paul. But when he reappears in the 

narrative in Acts 11, no one questions his change of 

heart. No one misunderstands his intentions. No one 

criticizes his involvement in missionary endeavours. 

Something is different about Paul. 

 

While the Bible does not tell us what happened to 

Paul during that time, perhaps he went home to his 
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family. Think of a time when you returned home 

after a long and maybe difficult absence. There‘s 

something reassuring about sitting at the same old 

kitchen table, cooking on the same old stove, 

listening to the same noises and smelling the same 

aromas from your younger days.—a simpler time. 

The four walls of the family home become a place to 

regenerate and renew. And when it comes time to 

move on again, you are refreshed and ready—just 

like Paul. 

 

Whether you‘re sharing a favourite meal with a 

family member or a conversation with a friend until 

the wee hours of the morning, let your home be a 

haven - a place of refreshment. After all, you just 

might be strengthening  another soul for ministry -

someone like Paul. 

 

The Baptist Church welcomes you all to any of our 

Sunday Services at 11-00am or to Prayer times on 

Wednesdays in the Schoolroom at the Church at 10-

00am followed by coffee. 

 

Phyllis Langdon     Church Secretary 

 

 

September Activities at the Baptist Church 

 

On the 14
th
 we are holding a coffee morning at 10-

30am in aid of the East Africa Crisis Appeal, and 

would welcome any donations as well as your 

appearance to have a cup of coffee with us. 

                           

On the 25/26
th
 we shall be celebrating Harvest, 

Sunday 25
th
 will be at 11-00am and Monday 26

th
 

there will be a tea at 5-00pm and a brief service with 

entertainment at 6-00pm you will all be most 

welcome and we would love to see you. 

 

 

 

Twenty-Five Years Ago 
 

Focus September 1986 
 

Ringing roundabout  

The bells of Thorverton Church were rung on July 

23
rd

 for an hour to honour the wedding of H.R.H. 

Prince Andrew and Miss Sarah Ferguson. The 

ringers were:- 

 

Treble--Nick Scott 

2
nd

—Emily Aird 

3
rd

—Wilf Richards (Silverton) 

4
th
—Peter Scott 

5
th
—Jack Ransome (Broadclyst ) 

6
th
—John Mitchell (Captain) 

 

A stroke of misfortune befell us on the Sunday 

morning following the Royal wedding. While rising 

the bells to ring for the Morning Service the head 

stock of the sixth bell fractured. For the unitiated, the 

headstock is that part from which the bell itself 

hangs. It is not unlike a large coathanger, with 

bearings at either end, on which the bell can turn in a 

complete arc. 

 

The headstocks in our case are made of cast iron and 

each one is individual to each particular bell. hence 

the cost of the bell will be in the region of a 

minimum of £500. 

 

Already the good will, muscle power and initiative of 

John Mitchell, Will Ford and Owen Jacobs have 

contributed to save labour costs, by removing the 

fractured headstock for inspection, and making the 

bell safe in the tower.  

 

Those of you who condemn the Church bells, can 

rejoice at the few weeks reprieve, but those of you 

who regard the ringing of the Church bells as part of 

village life worth preserving, will commiserate with 

the ringers. 

 

However, we are not dismayed-we are continuing our 

Tuesday practice as usual. At other towers, and 

giving other villages the benefit of our skills and 

enjoyment; and those tintinnabulations which call 

you to worship at 9-00a.m. each Sunday are the best 

we can manage on seven bells. 

 

Neither are we downhearted at this misfortune, as 

there is enough enthusiasm amongst us not to allow a 

disruption like this to put us off! So bear with us 

during this temporary indisposition, and we‘ll have 

all eight bells ringing for the next wedding. 

 

Did I hear you say? The cash to pay for this-well, 

that‘s just it-that‘s the million dollar question----- 

 

EMILY AIRD. 
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Millennium Green Wild Flower 
Meadow 
 

The wild flower meadow was in full flower last 

month as shown by the photos below, taken by John 

Spivey. 

 

The trustees are keen to encourage public 

appreciation of the wild flower meadow and of the 

use of the Millennium Green for events such as the 

moth event and butterfly count (see Nature Notes). 

 

 
 

 

 

Cycle Tour of Britain  
 
The Tour of Britain is scheduled to pass through 

Thorverton on Thursday 15th September.  The 

stage will start in Cathedral Yard, Exeter, at 10.15 

and head west to Whiddon Down before going south 

to Haytor Rocks, Huccaby Tor and Postbridge.  It 

will then head north back through Whiddon Down 

almost to North Tawton before heading east 

tyhrough Crediton, Shobrooke and Thorverton.  The 

estimated time of arrival in Thorverton is about 

13.45.  After Thorverton the Tour will go to 

Silverton and Broadclyst before finishing in 

Exmouth. 

 
Devon Open Studios, 3-18 
September 
 
I couldn't spot any Thorverton-based artists 

exhibiting this year, but a large number of studios 

will be open, including the Redearth Gallery and Art 

Centre next to Bickleigh Mill and Cinco Cinq Viisi 

Five at Brampford Speke Village Hall.  Please check 

details of locations, artists exhibiting and opening 

times in the Devon Open Studios booklet (copies 

available in Thorverton Post Office). 

  

 

TADS 
 

Plans are now well under way for this year‘s dazzling 

pantomime, ‗Cinderella‘.  The show has been cast 

and rehearsals will start early September.  The script 

has been written specifically for T.A.D.S and is set 

to be one of the most exciting and spectacular 

pantomimes yet!  Children from the Primary School 

will soon be involved also, donning their school 

uniforms for costumes!  We‘ll be sure to keep you 

posted on news of our up-coming production, when 

tickets are available etc.  Watch this space! 

 

 

Chris Jones 

Garden Club 
 

Unfortunately the talk and slide show on Old Exeter, 

Cowley and Upton Pyne which Nick Baker had 

planned to give on Monday 19
th
 September has now 

had to be postponed.  In order to do justice to the 

amount of material he has acquired he will really 

need more time to collate all the information to hand 

and present it in the best possible way.  His talk will 

now be re-scheduled for the New Year. 

 

There will be a replacement speaker for the 

September meeting (details to be confirmed). 

 

If anyone needs more details about the Garden Club 

then do please give me a ring on 861205. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 
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Supporting Thorverton Post  
Office  
TCT Ltd supporting Thorverton Post Office  

 

Thank you for your continuing support of our post 

office and TCT shop. TCT Ltd now has over 180 

members and this includes people from Cadbury, 

Upton Pyne and Brampford Speke who also value 

our local post office facility.                        

 

We have also received some generous donations for 

which we are very grateful especially since repairs to 

and maintenance of our ageing building are proving 

necessary. 

 

If you are not yet a member of TCT please make use 

of the form below and return it with your 

subscription to the post office or 25 The Glebe, 

Thorverton. 

 

We are extremely fortunate to have such helpful and 

willing staff in the post office and TCT shop and 

many of you regularly benefit from their patience 

and attention. Often their efforts and time given, well 

exceed that for which they are paid and some of them 

receive no payment at all giving their time freely to 

our community. 

 

The post office is open from  

9.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 – 5.30 on weekdays and from  

9.00 – 12.00 on Saturday.  

 

The newspaper and stationery side of the shop is 

open from  

9.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 – 5.30 on weekdays,  

9.00 – 12.00 on Saturdays and  

9.00 – 10.30 on Sundays.  

As you know, you can also collect papers that have 

been paid for in advance, even after the shop has 

closed for the day. 

 

You may sometimes find the door open earlier than 

9.00 but please remember that there is no obligation 

for our staff to be ready any earlier than that. 

 

Should you have any queries or comments about the 

post office or TCT shop then please contact Allison 

Toogood our Subpostmaster or Jill Blewett our 

Business Manager. 

 

We have a stall at the Saturday market at the 

Memorial Hall from time to time and also a table 

outside the Portakabin some Saturday mornings so 

do look out for those. It is certainly easier to display 

our cards in that way and also gives us an 

opportunity to talk with you about our business and 

about post office services. 

 

Dare I mention this early(!!?) that we will be selling 

a good selection of Hospiscare Christmas cards – all 

proceeds going to that charity – and also wrapping 

paper and gift tags. Please let Heather Kershaw or 

Jill Blewett know if you would like to place a special 

order for Christmas cards. 

 

And please use OUR post office for all your posting 

needs, at Christmas and at other times.  We hope to 

see you again soon. 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Council   01392 

860419 

Thorverton Post Office   01392 860455 

                                                      

--------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------

----------- 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust 

Limited. 

 

I ------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------(name)  

 

of ----------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------(address inc. postcode) 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------(e-mail address if possible) 

 

wish to become a member of Thorverton Co-

operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted 

as a member subject to the provisions of its 

Memorandum and Articles of Association (see 

Thorverton PO noticeboard or contact the Secretary  

to view the full document). 

 

Signature-------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------- 

 

Date----------------------------------------- 

 

I enclose my  £5 membership subscription for the 

year 1/06/2011 - 31/05/2012  (cheques payable to 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd).    
                                                       

Heather Kershaw    

 Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd Chair and 

Membership Secretary, 01392 860419 
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Ploughing Match 
 

Sunday 18
th
 September 2011 – Cheriton Fitzpaine & 

District annual ploughing match & produce show:  

―A diary must for country life lovers‖. 

 

Enter a skill class yourself.  Great competition 

entries for children giving them a holiday project – 

free entry and even a chance to gain some extra 

pocket money!! 

 

Cheriton Fitzpaine & District ploughing association 

is holding its 66
th
 Ploughing Match and Competitions 

in the autumn.  This year it is being held at Hayne 

Barton, near Shute, Shobrooke by kind permission of 

The Earl of Iddesleigh and Mr T. Stuart.  If last 

year‘s event is anything to go by, it will prove to be 

another very popular event and a great day out for 

the whole family.  The ploughing horses will be 

present, demonstrating their great skill and grace, 

alongside a wide range of tractor drawn ploughs.  

Ploughmen attend from as far afield as Wiltshire and 

Cornwall and on the day competition is fierce but 

friendly. There will be refreshments and ice creams 

available to purchase throughout the day and also 

cream teas later in the afternoon from 3pm. It is a 

great opportunity to enjoy a true day outside in the 

country and if you have never been before please do 

come along see what it‘s all about.  

 

Entry is just £1 per person payable on the gate.   

 

The general produce and competition classes – 

OPEN TO EVERYONE - are wide ranging and the 

form of the event is similar to a village produce 

show.  Entries include home grown vegetables & 

fruit, baking, handicrafts, photography, flower 

arranging and children‘s crafts, there really is 

something for everyone. Why not have a go and enter 

a class and test your skill (entry fee for adult 50p per 

class, but FREE for children - a great way to occupy 

the children for a couple of hours during the summer 

holidays).  Some junior class examples:  create a 

miniature garden (ages 8-11yrs), an animal from 

dough (ages 4 and under) and a vehicle from fruit & 

veg (ages 12-16yrs).  Open classes include ‘one 

mounted photo ―Seasons‖, a chocolate swiss roll,  

decorated flower pot or an unusual fruit or veg – to 

name but a few.  Junior classes ages 12-16 years 

‗rhyme ―television‖, 8-11 years decorated hat, 5-7 

years miniature garden and the under 4s a decorated 

paper plate.  ANYONE can enter - so do have a go, 

entries close Friday 9
th

 September.  

 

Please contact the secretary, Mrs Julie Davie (01363  

772309) for entry forms or for more information.  

Entry forms can also be emailed direct by contacting 

-   juliedavie@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

If anyone would be interested in sponsoring a class 

or donating something for the draw or getting 

involved in any way – then we would love to hear 

from you. 

 

Sandra Turner 

 

Womens' Institute 
 

The speakers at our August meeting spoke on the 

work of the Blue Cross. 

 

The Blue Cross was founded in 1897 when a group 

of animal lovers formed a ‗society for the 

encouragement of kindness to others‘.  They 

persuaded the Duke of Westminster to allow use of 

his stables in Victoria for veterinary care, as they 

were particularly concerned about preventing the 

cruelty to the working horses in and around London. 

 

The charity was originally known as ‗Our Dumb 

Friends‘ League‘ and changed its name to the Blue 

Cross in the 1950s.  The name originated on the 

battlefields of the First World War when red crosses 

were used for human casualties, and blue crosses for 

dogs and horses. 

 

The Blue Cross has 11 animal adoption centres, 3 

equine centres and 4 animal hospitals, none of which 

could be run without dedicated staff. 

 

The Blue Cross have asked me to kindly remind their 

supporters that they will be at Bridwell Park Country 

Fair, Uffculme on Sunday 4
th
 Sept 11am-4pm. The 

ground is 5 minutes from the M5 Jn 7. 

 

Wendy Duff won ‗Flower of the Month‘, while Jane 

Sleep won the ‗Best British Souvenir, competition. 

 

Sylv Gregory 

Charity No.229868 

 

Thorverton Open Gardens 
We would like to thank all who supported the Open 

Gardens event, held on a sunny Sunday afternoon 

back in June. 

 

A huge special thank you to all the garden owners for 

so kindly agreeing to open their gardens to the public 

- thanks also to those who worked so hard helping to 

serve refreshments and sell plants throughout the 

afternoon - they were kept very busy ! The event was 

mailto:juliedavie@hotmail.co.uk
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a great success, raising over £1,500 for the Pre 

School, which will be used to purchase much needed 

equipment for the new building. 

 

The picture below was taken in Brian Trump‘s 

garden: 

  

 
 

Katie Vanstone, Keeley Wells and All at Thorverton 

Pre School 

 

 

 

TARTS news 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 

All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. 

Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length 

and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise 

details of each walk (length, gradient, lunch 

information etc) will be displayed approximately 

a week before the walk in the Old Post Office 

Window and on the village notice board. If you 

would like to be included on the email list 

contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 
 

Caroline Prince 

 

The end of the “Lizzie”? 
 

I have been asked by a number of people recently 

why their Bizzie Lizzies have died. The answer is 

almost certainly due to a very virulent fungal disease 

called ―Impatiens Downy Mildew‖. 

 

The disease first affects the underside of the leaves, 

producing a silvery white powder/sugar-like 

appearance. After a couple of weeks the leaves turn 

yellow and drop off, leaving the plants with skeletal-

like bare stems.  

 

Pockets of disease have been experienced by 

gardeners for several years in Southern England. 

This year it appears to be particularly widespread 

and virtually out of control. Many nurserymen use 

preventative fungicides to control the disease while 

raising the young plants. The most commonly used 

fungicide – Matalaxyl – which is not available in 

Garden Centres, has, due to its increased use, led to 

almost total plant resistance. 

 

Anyone who experiences the problem should 

immediately lift the plants and dispose of them, 

preferably by burning. They should not be  

composted as the spores contained within the mildew 

can remain in the soil for many years. 

 

 

 

Likewise soil in any containers or baskets where 

Impatiens have died should not be distributed 

anywhere around the garden. Replanting on infected 

ground will almost certainly result in failure the next 

time round. 

 

I am led to believe that crops being grown for some 

of the large seed houses in and around the 

Oxfordshire area have been completely decimated, 

making the future for Britain‘s best loved annual 

somewhat doubtful. 

 

It may be worth considering next year planting ‗F1 

Impatiens – Divine mix‘, which is a cross between a 

Bizzie Lizzie and a New Guinea Lizzie. They like 

sun to part shade and grow to 30cms high with a 

similar spread. They have a mounded, upright, 

branching habit. Their bright coloured blooms 

contrast perfectly with the green to bronze-green 

foliage produced. More importantly, they appear to 

have total resistance to Downy Mildew. 

 

I have several of these plants growing in containers 

which I would be happy to show anyone who is 

interested. 

 

John White, Waters Ford. 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

In June there was a visit to Cadhay, near Ottery St 

Mary, an impressive and interesting old house, still 

in private ownership but available for hire by the 

week for luxurious extended family reunions at much 

less than cruise-ship prices. 

 

In July several members attended the funeral in our 

Church of Emeritus Professor Joyce Youings.    

Published obituaries have focused on her 

achievements and publications as an academic 

historian of the sixteenth century and of her success 

in promoting the study of Devon history in general.    

At the service the tributes were more to Joyce as a 

person.  Her nephews spoke of her roots in 

Barnstaple and of their happy memories of visits to 

her, their affectionate aunt, at Brookside In Silver 

Street: cream from the Dairy, bread from Jericho 

Street, and artefacts with stories attached all over the 

house.  They reminded us, too, of her attachment to 

the parish church, where she served as 

Churchwarden and, later, Treasurer of the P.C.C. 

 

Then Todd Gray, one of her past doctoral students, 

spoke of her career, first at King‘s College, London;   

then at Exeter as the first woman in the History 

Department, having to struggle for equal status with 

her male colleagues;  as the vigilant Warden of  a 

girls‘ Hall of Residence;  and eventually as the 

University‘s first woman Professor. 

 

Joyce also strongly encouraged and supported 

Michael Lewis and Athos Angus when this History 

Society was first envisaged and later established.   

She was elected President at the outset and remained 

in that office until she left the village.  The Society 

regrets her passing. 

 

Ian Stoyle 

 

Summer around Jubilee Green 
 

It may not have been the sunniest of summers but I 

couldn‘t help but admire the flower boxes outside 

houses around Jubilee Green: 
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I Don’t Believe It  
      

I can understand children becoming embroiled in 

modern technology - DS, ipods, Androids et al, but I 

find it rather tedious and pointless if the addiction 

means we are never really on holiday or able to talk 

face to face without constant diversions, 

interruptions and a stream of seemingly urgent but 

largely trivial messages.  

 

My patience was recently tested when lying by the 

pool quietly enjoying a good read (Avalanche) when 

I heard a bleep every few seconds. This was no 

tiresome adolescent who would rather have been at 

home with his or her mates, but a 70+ man, 

presumably texting family back home to say he was 

having a great time relaxing by the pool annoying the 

rest of humankind. 

 

With Greeks paying themselves central European 

wage rates, but without matching productivity or 

effective tax collection, it comes as no surprise to me 

their country is broke – they need to be a little more 

Spartan in future! 

  

Poor signing remains a source of annoyance to many 

motorists. Positioning 50 mph speed limit repeater 

signs on or near bends having previously warned 

Bend 20 mph can be dangerous on unfamiliar roads, 

particularly to those of us with a limited short term 

hard-drive. However, this offering at Exeter‘s 

Livestock Market did amuse me. 

 

 
            

Commentator 

 

Thorverton Country Show 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Country Show held its AGM on Tuesday. 

The following is a précis of the Chairman‘s report.  

 

John began by explaining that this was the first year 

that the Show had not been run under the umbrella of 

the Hall. At the beginning of the year it had been 

agreed to donate excess profits to a larger Devon 

based Charity and to local charities/good causes. The 

first priority was to get sufficient working capital in 

place. The Committee were very grateful to the 

Focus Committee for their interest free loan over two 

years. Fundraising events included a Barn Dance, 3 

Seasonal Bingos and a plant stall at the Memorial 

Hall Saturday Market which raised a total of £1239. 

The Aim of the Committee, to produce a Show with 

strict budget levels, had been the focus of all the 

Committee‘s meetings. 

 

The Show had been opened by local radio 

personality Tony Beard, the Wag from Widecombe. 

His genuine interest and sincerity had been 

impressive. We saw the return of Dingle Fingle, the 

Mounted Games and Ed Chanin. Geoff Bulley had 

organised the Music Fest. John thanked him and 

those who had performed for their support. 

 

Sunday had proved to be one of the wettest days of 

the summer and, as a consequence, the chairman was 

disappointed to have to report that a distribution of 

profits would not be possible this year.  John thanked 

everyone who had helped with the Show, before, 

during and after the weekend. The Committee were 

grateful to the Memorial Hall Committee, the W. I. 

and Focus for their support. Finally he thanked the 

current committee for their support during the year. 

 

Copies of the Financial report were circulated at the 

meeting and are available on request to members of 

the public. The final profit figure for the Show 

weekend was £1136.85. 

 

The Committee comprises John White (Chair), Tina 

Ayre, Abby Ford, Alan Hannaford, Anji Hartnell-

Todd, Bob Hyde, Ian Pile and Jean White. Claire 

Heaven-Roberts will be joining us for the 2012 Show 

which leaves us with one vacancy. If anyone would 

be interested in joining the Committee please contact 

John as soon as possible on 860827. 

 

John White 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.8–September 2011 

 

22 

Legal Eagle 
 

This month we are going to look at the defence of 

diminished responsibility. The defence is provided 

by s2(1) of the Homicide Act 1957 as amended by s 

52(1) of the Coroners and Justices Act 2009. 

 

The defence provides a partial defence to a charge of 

murder. The conduct of the accused is not justified 

nor is it excused; a successful plea leads to a 

manslaughter conviction and allows the judge to 

exercise discretion in relation to the sentence 

imposed. 

 

The defence was borrowed from Scotland where it 

had been developed as judge-made law and was 

introduced to overcome perceived difficulties in a 

proposal of the Royal Commission on Capital 

Punishment to extend the defence of insanity. 

 

The conduct of the accused equates to murder and is 

only reduced to manslaughter because of the 

circumstances regarding the accused‘s mental state. 

 

S2(1) HA 57 ( as amended ) provides: 

 

 A person (D) who kills or is a party to the 

killing of another is not to be convicted  

 of murder if D was suffering from an 

abnormality of mental functioning which (a)  

 arose from a recognized medical condition, 

(b) substantially impaired D’s ability  

 to do one or more of the things mentioned in 

subsection ( 1A ), and (c) provides 

 an explanation for D’s acts and omissions in 

doing or being a party to the killing. 

 

The things mentioned in s2(1A) are the ability of D 

to understand the nature of his conduct, form a 

rational judgment or exercise self-control. 

 

The burden of proof is on the accused on a balance 

of probabilities. 

 

The requirements of the defence are that the accused 

must be suffering from a recognized medical 

condition. A considerable body of case developed 

around the original language of s2(1) which required 

the accused to have been suffering from a condition 

of arrested or retarded development of mind, or an 

inherent cause or injury or disease. This case law 

will obviously be of assistance in determining what 

qualifies as a recognized medical condition. 

 

Which caused the accused to suffer an abnormality 

of mental functioning which, in turn, substantially 

impaired D’s ability to do one or more of the 

following: 

 

 to understand the nature of D‘s conduct; 

 to form a rational judgment; 

 to exercise self-control. 

 

The requirement is that the degree of impairment 

must be ‘substantial’: more than trivial but less than 

total. It is for the jury to decide whether the 

accused‘s mental responsibility for his actions was 

impaired and, if so, whether that impairment was 

substantial.  

 

The ultimate question is whether the abnormality of 

mental functioning provides an explanation for D’s 

acts and omissions in doing or being a party to the 

killing. Again, a question for the jury to decide. 

 

In its previous guise the defence of diminished 

responsibility had acquired a degree of flexibility 

probably not intended by Parliament at the time of its 

introduction. Time will tell whether this flexibility 

has been retained under the amended law. 

 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Opera Speke 

 
A Night at the Opera 

 

Many people have decided that they don‘t like opera. 

Maybe they think it‘s too posh for them, that they 

can‘t follow the plots, that there‘s not much emotion, 

or they can‘t see how it relates to modern life.  

 

Well, at Opera Speke, we are definitely not posh. We 

are a mixed bunch of welcoming, friendly people 

who love opera. Some of us know virtually nothing 

about opera and others are experts, having seen 

operas all over the world. Some opera plots can be a 

bit far-fetched, but we always send out a synopsis a 

week beforehand so there‘s plenty of time to mug-up 

on it. In fact, operas are full of emotion from laughter 

to tears. The coming together of music, singing and 

acting gives the most complete emotional experience 

you can have. Some operas may be set in the past, 

but they are timeless, in that they all deal with the 

human condition that still resonates in our lives 

today. 

 

Several of our most enthusiastic supporters were 

reluctantly brought along by a friend, and have 

discovered just how wonderful the world of opera is. 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.8–September 2011 

 

23 

Until you try an Opera Speke evening, you won‘t 

know!  

 

The word is getting out now, too. When we started, 

we limited it to just the Netherexe parishes, but now 

we get people from Silverton, Crediton, Exeter and 

further afield. You won‘t believe this, but someone 

comes up from Bovey Tracey and another from 

Teignmouth!  

 

So if you would like to experience the magic of an 

Opera Speke evening, just give me a call. Our next 

meeting is on the 20th September at 7pm in 

Brampford Speke. We are showing Donizetti‘s great 

romantic comedy The Daughter of the Regiment. 

You don‘t want to miss it! 

 
Jane Barnard-Smith 

01392 841770 

 

 

Thorverton Youth Football 
 

Well here we are again the start of a new season and 

this year the boys are under 13‘s. Teenagers!!! I 

know where does the time go? It is frightening to 

think these boys started out as under 7‘s!!!!! 

 

The boys finished the season 2010/2011 in sixth 

position not too bad out of twelve teams. There were 

many a morning when as parents we were wondering 

what all the boys were doing but on the whole they 

mostly played great football and on and off the pitch 

are a tight-knit team.  

 

The end of season celebrations were again at the 

Memorial Hall with a very special guest, Steve 

Perryman (Chairman of Exeter City Football Club), 

who awarded the worthy winners with their trophies: 

 

Leading goal scorer – Sam Talbot 

Managers Player – Calum Gillet 

Players Player – Charlie Sinclair 

Most Improved – Ben Manning 

Parents Player – Ben Harget 

Thank you to Steve Perryman and to all who helped 

out on the night. 

 

 

The first  league game is Saturday 3
rd

 September 

away to Alphington. The first home game is Saturday 

17
th
 against Crediton. 

 

Thank you as always to Jack Andrews for taking 

great care of the fabulous pitch the boys play on and 

it is a credit to him when so many away supporters 

comment on the magnificent up-keep of the pitch. 

Thank you Jack!   

 

Thank you also to the managers Mike Harget and 

Dominic Carbines whose partnership is still going 

strong and out-doing some of the Premiership club 

managers. Although I am not sure who would sack 

them!!!  

 

So all that is left is too wish the boys Good Luck for 

the new season!!!!  

 

The photos show Steve Perryman with the U12s and 

U9s and with his thank you gift.  
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Harvest 
I am grateful to Tom Walling who provided me with these photos of Reg Ayre and Fred Trott cutting some 

thatching straw, operating a Zetor tractor and Sunshine vintage binder, and of rows of stooks: 
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Poetry  

 
Harvest Tragedy 

 

She chose her nest so carefully 

Well hidden in the corn, 

She laid her eggs, olive smooth 

Upon a summer morn. 

 

Settled down, gave of her warmth 

To the developing young, 

Blissfully unaware 

That harvest had begun. 

 

The combine thundered nearer 

Still she hugged them tight; 

But felt as though her heart would burst, 

So loud it beat with fright. 

 

At last the pheasant spread her wings, 

Her young she could not save: 

Premature their harvest 

As cradle became grave. 

 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

IT DOESN'T PAY TO MESS 

 WITH NATURE… …OR DOES IT? 

 

As an experiment I grew 

tomatoes in an unusual way. 

I trained a stem along the ground 

and coaxed four sideshoots upwards 

till each resembled a whole plant. 

 

But some fruit split,  

some were smaller than cherries,  

and some sprouted obscene addenda. 

 

A failure? I don't think so.  

I got a certificate -- 

 

Annual Garden Show  

Class 20 : Comical Vegetable 

1st Prize 

 

-- and 50p. 

 

Christopher Cousins 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton School PTFA 
 
The PTFA would like to THANK the village for 

their continued support of the PTFA. 

 

The PTFA raise money to purchase many important 

items to enhance learning at Thorverton School. So 

far this year the PTFA have raised money through 

events such as a race night, live band, and monthly 

cake stall, pamper night, quiz night, Easter and 

Christmas fetes, bag2school and lucky dip at the 

Country Show. 

 

As you can see there are many events to be held 

throughout the year and the money raised helps to 

provide the lease of laptops yearly for the school. 

This year the PTFA have also helped with storage 

boxes, re-furbish of class 2, canopy for forest school, 

gazebos and picnic rugs. The PTFA also provide the 

coach to the Christmas pantomime with sweets and 

drinks. Previous years the PTFA have helped with 

the re-furbish of the library, music room and toilets.  

 

 

 

 

As you can see the money raised is a vital income for 

the school. 

 

The committee meet informally over a glass of wine 

to discuss future events and the needs of the children. 

The PTFA would like to invite all parents, teachers, 

friends and associates old and new to join the PTFA 

and help raise vital money which will help the school 

and the children develop.  

 

Please do not think that someone else will do it ..... it 

is you the PTFA need.  

 

If you are keen to join the PTFA then contact the 

school or email natashacarbines@btinternet.com. 

 

 

Natasha Carbines 

 

mailto:natashacarbines@btinternet.com
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September In The Garden  
      

The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness is now 

upon us.  It is a time when the garden and the 

gardener can enjoy each others‘ company without 

too much pressure.  The growing season has nearly 

gone full circle and plants will either finish their life 

cycle or begin to shut down for winter.  Before this 

process is completed, nature puts on a fabulous 

colour display and the September garden shows the 

beginnings of this spectacle.  My rather tired August 

garden takes on new life in September and makes me 

feel quite pleased that I didn`t have enough time to 

cut back and tidy certain areas.  I always hope that I 

will but never quite keep on top of things in the 

garden at this time and am glad that I left it alone. 

 

The vegetable garden on the other hand gets tidier 

and tidier.  At last the weeds have stopped their 

abundant growth……hurray!!  and as the veg. are 

cropped the soil is tidied and left fallow.  The garden 

becomes less cluttered and much more manageable.   

 

September is the month of plenty in the Walled 

Garden.  Remaining plums, damsons, and pears are 

cropped.  Autumn raspberries, apples, tayberries and 

thornless blackberries are plentiful during this 

month.  Beetroot is in full swing and also the 

parsnips are ready! A month too soon I feel; however 

they seem to be very sweet so I am not complaining.  

By the end of the month Kohl rabi and mooli will be 

ready. Squashes are doing well and courgettes still 

producing but not so prolific as in August.  Marrows 

are very plentiful this year.  Last year I only had 

about 10.  This year about 80 from the same number 

of plants!!  It is hard to understand why there should 

be such a difference but the plants obviously 

preferred the conditions this year to last. 

 

Lettuce plants have been grown continuously 

through this summer,  which says something about 

the temperature as seeds do not like to germinate 

above 23 degrees and this is the first year that I have 

been able to grow this last crop.  I always start the 

seed off in trays and then prick them out into 

individual 7 cms pots.  There are several reasons for 

this decision: I can move them into a cooler area if it 

gets too hot before they germinate.  I can control the 

moisture level and slug problems.  When pricked out 

and grown on, the young plants go out strong and 

vigorous and ready to grow away well.  They can 

also be spaced correctly.  Lettuce are greedy feeders 

so they are always planted in rich soil,  i.e. plenty of 

compost. 

 

       Some preparation will be done to the beds for 

the start of the next season which starts with the 

overwintering onions and garlic in October, not so 

far away!  This consists of preparing the no-dig beds 

at the top of the garden and bringing in more mulch 

and adding an 8cm  layer to the original beds.  Apart 

from this the garden is tidied as crops and annual 

flower beds finish.  If you have brassicas on your 

plot don`t forget to watch out for cabbage white 

butterfly caterpillars munching your crops.  In the 

words of Madeye Moody from Harry Potter: 

―Constant vigilance‖.  If found you can spray with an 

organic control,  Baccilius Thuringiensis, or you can 

just squidge them, messy but effective. 

 

September is a good month to collect seed such as 

sweet peas and tomatoes and annual flowers.  Make 

sure that whatever you save, the seed has matured 

sufficiently and always collect when dry.  Tomatoes 

are different and need more preparation.  Scoop out 

the seed from a ripe tomato,  wait until the tomato is 

soft to the touch, and place the seed in a jam jar of 

cold water.  You only need this to be a quarter full.  

Leave for a few days then carefully drain  and throw 

away whatever floats on the top.  The viable seed  is 

on the bottom of the jar.  Allow the seed to dry.  I dry 

mine on old slate roof tiles in a warm room and don`t 

forget to label.  When dry they can be easily scraped 

off the slate and put in an envelope and stored.  It is 

always advisable to put the year on the label.  

Tomato seed remains viable for 4 years so you don`t 

have to use it the next year.  A good tip to stop bugs 

getting into your seeds is to crush some laurel and 

leave beside your seed packets.  Another is to place 

some moth balls beside them.  A word of warning, 

this is very smelly! Wherever you store them it needs 

to be dry, cool and mouse proof. 

 

Well whatever you decide to do in your garden, 

enjoy the beauty of September. 

           

Happy Gardening. 

                                                          

                                    Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

QUALIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST 

at 

WI MARKET 

 

Saturday September 24
th
 10-11am 

 

Donations to WI Minimum donation £5 
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Nature Notes 
 

The Visitor-Part 1 

Sunday 26
th
 June was a scorcher, a day to sit in the 

garden and watch the coming and going of wildlife. 

Sparrow hawk, buzzard, swallows and house martins, 

blues, whites and tortoiseshell butterflies were 

enjoying the warmth of a lovely summer day. We 

heard a splash come from our fish pond, not unusual 

as the goldfish make splashy noises, but this was 

louder and in unison Jeff and I said ‗‘ grass snake‘‘. I 

went to investigate and sure enough up popped her 

head from the water. She (I call her Snakepit, not a 

very flattering name) is a female because she is a 

good 3 ft long whereas a male averages only 2 ft. 

The last time we saw her was 25
th
 May. As usual I 

said a few soothing words and left her beautifully 

camouflaged among water lily, duckweed and Frog 

bit. 

 

Later on in the day I opened the conservatory door to 

lift out a basket of washing but before I had chance 

to do so in slithered Snakepit. I was so surprised I 

screamed (not that loud) and out from the sitting 

room to investigate what was happening came Jeff 

and Row. Snakepit headed in behind chairs and I 

quickly shut doors to the rest of the house. Snakepit 

was behind a cane chair which I lifted up and she 

turned around and made her way back out the door 

and went immediately to the pond and up the wall. 

What interests me is the fact she knew exactly the 

direction of the pond so is she using her sense of 

smell and has she been in the direction of the 

conservatory before? 

 

Wind Spout? 

At the beginning of July from the field beside 

Broadlands wind whipped up hay high into the air 

and some of it adorned electricity cables. There is 

something about this particular field because a 

similar thing happened there on 15
th
 July 2006 

(Nature Notes, September FOCUS 2006.) I wonder if 

the field is crossed by a ley line? 

 

Moths 

A moth trapping event was held at the Millennium 

Green on 9
th
 July with seven adults and four children 

taking part in catching and identifying moths 

attracted to the light trap and searching the beautiful 

wild flower section where a Barred Straw moth was 

caught. 19 species were identified and are listed in 

Table 1. 

 

 

 

Table 1 List of moths caught at Thorverton 

Millennium Green. 

 

Common Emerald Fan Foot 

Snout Buff Arches 

Rosy Footman Muslin Footman 

Ghost Moth Plain Golden Y 

Small Fan Footed Wave Striped Wainscot 

Garden Grass Veneer Swallow-tailed Moth 

Udea prunalis Common Wainscot 

Eudonia truncicolella Double-striped Pug 

Agapeta zoegana Small Rivulet 

Barred Straw  

 

 
Photos by John Spivey 

 

National Moth Night (NMN) 

National Moth Night was founded by Atropos in 

1999 but is now run in partnership with Butterfly 

Conservation. Its aim is to highlight the state of the 

moth population, to introduce the general public to 

moths and to record findings. There is no National 

Moth Night in 2011, it takes a break but it returns in 

2012 and dates are already planned to run NMN in 

2013 and 2014. Next year it will run from 21
st
 to 23

rd
 

June. Each year will have a different theme and in 

2012 it is to record at Brownfield sites such as old 

quarries, disused railway lines, reclaimed gravel and 

clay workings etc. If you have any ideas of where we 
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can do this locally please let me know, otherwise it 

can still be held for example at the Millennium 

Green as all records count. 

 

Dormouse 

On 18
th
 July a Dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius 

was found in a garden at The Glebe. With its large 

eyes, bushy tail and agility, the Dormouse is an 

exciting find and to my knowledge the first report of 

the mammal in the village. 

 

Butterflies 

Between 23
rd

 and 29th July butterflies were once 

again recorded at the Millennium Green as part of 

The Big Butterfly Count.  Table 2 is a breakdown of 

the number of butterflies recorded during 15 minutes 

on four days in 2011 and three days (the fourth day 

was rained off) in 2010. Total number of butterflies 

in 2011 is 81 and 83 in 2010. 

 

Table 2  
Species No 

2011 

No 

2010 

Species  No 

2011 

No 

2010 

Small 

White 

19 34 Large White 9 15 

Peacock 5 4 Hedge Brown 21 18 

Meadow 

Brown 

18 4 Speckled 

Wood 

3 3 

Comma 2 2 Red Admiral 1 2 

Small 

Copper 

0 1 Small 

Tortoiseshell 

2 0 

Holly 

Blue 

1 0    

 

In my garden there seems to be a lot of Holly Blue 

and Comma butterflies this year. These species have 

two generations, in April/May and July/August so I 

wonder if the warm spring assisted in good breeding 

conditions. Also I‘ve noticed this year my Speckled 

Woods are now appearing right up beside the house. 

We have a very long garden and years ago Speckled 

Wood were only seen at the bottom of the garden but 

have gradually spread from one end to the other.      

 

The Visitor – Part 2  

On Thursday 4
th
 August in the afternoon I opened the 

conservatory door to step outside and my legs got all 

tangled up and for a split second I couldn‘t 

understand why I was unable to walk. Looking down 

I glimpsed you know who disappearing between my 

legs. I leapt into action to shut the inner doors and 

managed to get Snakepit to turn around but she 

disappeared behind boxes stored under a table and 

decided to curl up there. After moving things away 

from her, Snakepit slid out the door and we watched 

her move across the paving in a characteristic ‗S‘ 

shaped glide (lateral progression) to the pond.  

 

Vapourer Moth 

If you go to the rear entrance of the Thorverton 

Arms, have a look at the left hand pillar and beneath 

the coping stone you will find a Vapourer moth has 

laid a clutch of eggs on the cocoon from which she 

emerged from the pupal stage. The caterpillars will 

hatch from the eggs in spring and seek out leaves on 

which to feed. Vapourers will eat a variety of wild 

and cultivated shrubs and trees. Mick Batt and Tony 

Vooght observed the male Vapourer mating with the 

flightless female who then almost immediately 

started to lay her eggs. Rowie and I took some photos 

of the eggs and happened to notice on a stem of the 

adjacent tamarisk tree a shed skin of a Vapourer 

caterpillar. 

 

In September there should still be plenty of 

butterflies and moths to see including migrant 

species. Already a Convolvulus Hawkmoth has been 

seen on one of the Channel Islands. Look out for 

caterpillars, especially those of hawkmoths.    

 

Jenny Garne    

 

 

Golf Society 
 
Sunday, 26

th
 June 2011 

 

Two events on this hot and almost wind free day. At 

8.30am the four contestants in the final of the Winter 

Pairs teed off. Yes, yes, we know it was June, and 

you‘re reading this in September, but for a variety of 

reasons the competition was delayed, not least the 

birth of a new knee for Jim Chappelle. Although only 

a few weeks old, already it can help send a golf ball 

straight and true. 

 

However, it was not mature enough for Jim and his 

partner Geoff Bulley to withstand the onslaught 

provided by Dan Hawke and Phil Beasley, both long 

hitters though not always in the right direction. After 

losing the 1
st
 when GB‘s putt finished an inch short, 

play was even (the knee lipped out on the 2
nd

 and 3
rd 

, 

sigh…) until the 5
th
 when DH was down in five to go 

two up. 
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JC pulled one back with a par on the 6
th
 but the killer 

blow was about to land. DH chipped in for a three on 

the 7
th
 to put it back to a two hole advantage. 

Although JC was on the 8
th
 in two so too was PB 

who then sunk a thirty foot putt (or was it even 

longer?) to take the championship by 3 & 1. A well 

contested final with deserving winners, Dan Hawke 

and Phil Beasley. 

 

The day‘s second event saw eleven players tee off in 

brilliant sunshine. Honours were reversed as Jim 

Chappelle won with 20 points and a cut of 1.5, while 

close behind was Dan Hawke with 19 (-1). Third was 

Geoff Bulley, 17, with Dave Harlow next on 16. It 

did not escape notice that the top three had enjoyed 

the benefit of playing earlier. 

 

Shortest drive was Steve Gidley‘s first shot of the 

day. For Craig Lee it was a mixed day. Although he 

did not score too well he did provide the Donna-Y 

moment with a shot that had everyone wondering 

why he doesn‘t always play such shots. His tee shot 

on the 2
nd

 was certainly one of the longest your man 

on the spot has seen on that hole, out-driving his 

opponents‘ good drives by forty yards and staying on 

the fairway. 

 

Sunday 9
th

 July 

 

A winning habit in sport is a rare and good state. 

That rarity came to Jim Chappelle as he once more 

came top of the shop, albeit in a tie with Reith 

Roberts. Both players played tidy golf for their 20 

points (-1.5). Runners up, two points adrift, were 

John Mann, David Harlow and Geoff Bulley. Not 

much happened in the Donna-Y department although 

it was remarked that, having twice four pointed a 

hole, Jim Chappelle Donna-Y he‘s able to sleep at 

night. 

 

Sunday 31
st
 July 

 

21 players, including some who had not played for a 

while and two new members, Colin Marshall and 

Alistair Tulloch, took advantage of good conditions 

and a number of high scores were achieved. Highest 

was that of guest Will Bruton who compiled 23 

points off a handicap of 5 with borrowed clubs used 

for just 34 strokes. Members hope that the next time 

Will takes part he will gain greater appreciation of 

the surrounding countryside by visiting it more often 

in search of his ball. 

 

Joint second, on 22 points, were Phil Beasley, Jim 

Chappelle and Scott Hasler. Each received a 2.5 shot 

cut. Ken Galvin‘s 21 points saw him cut by two shots 

and there was a one shot cut for Andy French, Dan 

Hawke and Rhys Roberts having scored 19 each. 

Bob Hyde was awarded the Donna-Y Trophy for his 

attempted long putt from off the 6
th
 which sent a 

divot further than the ball. 

 

Sunday 14
th

 August 

 

A dry day saw 14 golfers eager to test their skills and 

luck. Once again a new member was welcomed as 

Tony Woodhouse was first away from the first tee.  

 

It‘s not often a winner‘s rostrum can be described as 

―home‖ but it seems to have become that for one of 

the day‘s joint winners. Jim Chappelle was joined in 

his now familiar position by Andy French as they 

both returned 22 points with cuts of 2.5 shots. This 

means that Jim has now seen eight shots sliced from 

his handicap, now 16, in the space of four 

competitions. In third place was Geoff Bulley with 

19 points and a one shot cut. 

 

It was one of those days when a number of incidents 

were worthy of the Donna-Y Trophy. Phil Beasley 

performed the old ―tap-in-from-two-inches-oops-it‘s-

missed‖ trick on the 2
nd

 while Jim Chappelle had a 

navigation problem. For a retired helicopter pilot his 

initial failure to position his ball within the teeing 

area at the 5
th
 was remarkable in itself. And then he 

did it again on the 8
th
 to bring joy to those of a 

mischievous nature. Happy days. 

 

Don‘t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 

 

 

NEED EXTRA CHINA FOR  A SPECIAL EVENT? 

 

12 large plates, 12 small plates, 

12 pudding bowls + cutlery.      

 

WI hiring fee £5 

 

(Breakages must be paid for) 

 

Contact Sue Maquire 01392 860631 

       or   Sylv Gregory 01392 860183     
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Exe Valley Practice Newsletter 
As highlighted in our last newsletter, budgetary pressures are forcing us to re-examine the services we provide 

whilst we continue to improve these services. Taking both of these factors into account, we will be making slight 

alterations to our surgery times from Monday 15th August 2011.  We will be reducing our opening hours from our 

Silverton Branch Surgery to three days per week, as follows: 

· Monday 8:45am – 12:30pm 

· Wednesday 3:00pm – 6:00pm 

· Friday 8:45am – 12:30pm 

 

We will also be extending the appointments available from our Thorverton Surgery to include a weekly early 

morning and late evening doctor and nurse surgery, as follows: 

· Tuesday from 7:30am 

· Thursday until 7:00pm 

 

Details of all surgery times are listed in the Clinician Timetable below. 

NurseA 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM 

Dr Jon 

Wride 

     3:30-

5:30 

9:00-

11:30 

4:00-

7:00 

9:00-

11:30 

3:00-

5:00 

Dr Lynne 

Anderson 

9:00-

11:30 

3:00-

5:30 

7:30-

10:30 

3:00-

5:00 

9:00-

11:00 

     

Nurse  

A. Ayres 

    9:00-

12:00 

 10:00-

12:30 

2:00-

6:30 

9:00-

12:00 

 

Nurse  

K. Luck 

9:00-

11:30 

2:00-

4:00 

7:30-

11:30 

       

 

This timetable gives an indication when your doctor and nurses will be available for consultation. However please 

note that due to other commitments, these times are subject to change from time to time.  We hope that these 

changes will make it more convenient for those who work outside of the village to attend their appointments. 

Thorverton Surgery will remain open all day with no lunchtime closure, except for the second Wednesday of every 

month for our staff meeting. Our telephones lines are also opened all day with no lunchtime closure. 

 

Non-NHS Fees 

Are you aware that some of our services fall outside the normal NHS services you are provided with at the 

surgery?  These are classified by the British Medical Association (BMA) as ―non-NHS fees‖. These fees are 

normally charged by Practices for services such as filling in insurance forms, some travel medication, solicitors‘ 

requests, HGV medical, etc. These items are not covered under the NHS, and therefore a private fee is applied.  

Our list of non-NHS fees is clearly posted in our waiting room and in the reception area, as well as published on 

our website. These fees may vary, so please discuss your requirements with a member of our team. 

 

Patient Participation Group 

Our first Patient Participation Group (PPG) meeting was on Friday 26
th
 August at our Thorverton premises.  This 

was an ―open‖ meeting. This forum is a good opportunity for patients to meet with a member of the practice team 

to discuss and make decisions about the practice and how it is able to service the community with improved 

healthcare services and facilities.  We are keen to have a wide cross-section of our patients participate in the PPG, 

so please consider being involved even if you are busy working or raising a family. We hope that this will be a 

good opportunity to work together to develop the Exe Valley Practice. If you would like more information about 

the PPG, please contact the practice manager or email exevalleypractice@nhs.net. 

 
Summary Care Record 

The Summary Care Record (SCR) is being introduced by NHS Devon as part of the Connecting for Health 

programme. SCR is meant to help emergency doctors and nurses help you when you contact them when the 

surgery is closed.  If you do not want your details to be included in the Summary Care Record, you will need to 

―opt out‖. To do this, you will be asked to complete a simple form which you can return to us at the surgery. 

You can find out more information about SCR by visiting www.nhscarerecords.nhs.uk/summary or our website 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

http://www.nhscarerecords.nhs.uk/summary
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Services 

In addition to the regular appointments with our GPs and nurses, we offer several other services to our patients: 

Physiotherapist; Midwife; Health Visitor; Chiropodist; Travel clinic; Weight monitoring; Smoking cessation; 

Minor surgery; Online appointment booking; Online repeat prescription request; Home delivery service to 

housebound patients; Debit/credit card payment, etc…  Please discuss your requirements with a member of our 

team. 

Page 2 of 2 
American Diner 
Photos by John Spivey of July‘s American Diner, organised by Thorverton Pre-School: 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

Bus services    See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 

Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 

planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

 Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard 860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street 861173 Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 

http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society TADS) Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 

Clarinet Group Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning.   

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
                   Held at 10-12 noon on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
   See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Thorverton Brownies Hannah James 07716 013284, Lisa Browning 860609 
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn 860105, Penny Fice 861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays 4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan Maguire 01392 860631 
  Bookings: Susan Maguire 01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 - 5.15   Mon. 9.00 - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15     Tue. 9.00 - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed. 3:30 - 5:45  
Thu. 3.00 - 5.45 Thu. 9.00 - 11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45   Fri. 9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00    Mon.  8.45 - 12.30 
Tue. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00    Tue.  8.45 - 12.30 
Wed. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 5.00   Wed.  3.00 - 6.00 
Thu. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00  Thu.  8.45 - 1.00 
Fri. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00  Fri.   8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday - Friday) Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line: 01392 861622 
 

 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY, Fore Street, SILVERTON, EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034 www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

 Dr Jonathan 

Stead 

Dr Anthony 

O'Brien 

Dr Emma 

Ziegler 
Mon  09.00-10.30 

15.00-17.30 
09.00-10.30 

14.00-16.00 

Tues 09.00-11.00 

15.30-1730 
09.00-11.00 

 
 

Wed  09.00-10.30 

14.00-16.00 
09.00-11.00 

15.00-17.00 
Thurs 09.00-11.00 

15.30-1730 
 09.00-11.00 

Fri  09.00-11.00  
Please note that the Doctors are very happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment, just ask reception to organise 

this for you. 

You can also communicate with them via email if you want to wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net 

 

Dispensary opening hours 9 – 12 noon and 2.30 – 6pm (5pm on Fridays) 

Please do not come to collect repeat medication between 12 noon and 2.30 unless by prior arrangement with reception thank you 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2011 
 

[It has been brought to my attention that these dates apply only to parts of the village, sorry if your collection 

dates differ – Ed] 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

September 12 and 26      September 5 and 19 

October 10 and 24      October 3, 17 and 31 

November 7 and 21      November 14 and 28 

December 5 and 19      December 12 and 28 (Wed) 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

Sep 1, 15 & 29    

Oct 13 & 27    

Nov 10 & 24    

Dec 8 & 22 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except 

Saturdays), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from 

The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2011 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sun 4
th
  Allotment holders‘ barbecue 

Fri 9
th
  Musical Night in aid of Butterfly Children‘s Hospice (China), jazz and blues, Memorial Hall 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11am 

  Cadbury Fun Run/Walk (for ShelterBox), Fursdon Coach Hall, 2.30pm start 

Wed 14
th
 Baptist Church Coffee Morning – donations to East Africa Crisis Appeal, 10.30am 

Thurs 15
th
 Tour of Britain Cycle Race comes through Thorverton, approx 1.45pm 

Fri 16
th
  Help Whip Cancer Fundraiser Show at WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 17
th
  Ceilidh at the Memorial Hall, dancing to Moor the Merrier, 7-11pm 

Sun 18
th
 Harvest Festival Service, Thorverton Church, 10am 

  Ploughing Match and Produce Show, Hayne Barton, Newton St Cyres, from 9.30am 

Thurs 22
nd

 Arts Exchange, Leisure, at Garden Cottage, 8pm 

Fri 23
rd

  Thorverton and District History Society meeting at the WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 24
th
  SWeGA Grasstrack Racing near Ratcliffe Farm, from 10.30am 

WI Market and Coffee morning at WI Hut 10-11am 

Sun 25
th
 Thorverton‘s Olympics, from 10.30am 

Sun 25
th
 and Mon 26

th
 Harvest Celebrations at the Baptist Church 

 

OCTOBER 

Sat 15
th
  Tabletop Sale at WI Hut 

Thurs 13
th
 Arts Exchange, Meals, at Ockeroo, 8pm 

Fri 28
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, Georgian Exeter, at the WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 29
th
  Monster Mash at the Memorial Hall, 6pm to midnight 

 

NOVEMBER 

Thurs 17
th
 Arts Exchange, Bouquets, at Cubberley House, 8pm 

Fri 25
th
 Thorverton and District History Society, Roman Cullompton – Recent Discoveries, at the WI Hut, 

7.30pm 
  

DECEMBER 

Wed 7
th
  Arts Exchange, Celebration, at Campion Cottage, 8pm 

Sun 18
th
 Carol Service, Thorverton Church, 5pm 

 


