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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
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 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 
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Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover:  Round the World Walk in the snow – photo by Emily Lane 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
Another year begins.  If Focus is looking a little 

thinner than usual, that is largely because we have 

received fewer reports than usual and, indeed, a 

glance at the Notices and Diary pages suggests that 

there is rather less planned for January than we have 

for most months.  Hardly surprising I suppose.  It has 

given me no excuse to delay any longer printing the 

Focus constitution (on page 17), which was agreed as 

long ago as the AGM last March.  I accept that this 

may not be the most riveting read even on a winter’s 

evening, but trust that you will forgive me for setting 

out this note of what it is that Focus is trying to 

achieve. 

 

I’m not a great one for New Year’s resolutions, but 

mine for 2014 in relation to Focus is to print photos 

larger than I have tended to in the past.  I have long 

accepted that pictures do not print anything like as 

well in Focus as they appear on screen and, while I 

could take the opportunity to suggest that you look at 

them on the “wordpress” site that Rob Purvis has set 

up (see address on inside of front cover), the simple 

solution is to print them bigger.  Pictures of Jane 

Ristic and of the TARTS walk reflect this resolution. 

Surely even I should be able to keep this resolution 

through the year, although there are times – and it has 

happened this month (page 3 for example) – when I 

just don’t have the space on a page to be able to 

accommodate a large picture. 

 

I would like to take the opportunity at this time of 

year to thank those of you who have regularly 

contributed to the production of Focus, either by 

submitting articles, compiling the magazine, printing, 

assembling or distributing it.  I won’t name names, 

but you know who you are and we appreciate what 

you do to make sure that we get Focus out on the last 

working day of every month- something consistently 

achieved again in 2013. There is always scope for 

more people to get involved, particularly by 

submission of occasional (or even regular) articles, so 

please don’t be shy.  Variety and breadth of coverage 

are essential if we are to produce a village magazine 

of interest to a large number of people.  As well as 

articles, I would be very pleased to receive pictures 

suitable for the front cover, particularly if they are 

appropriate to the time of year, so do get clicking. 

 

Wishing you all a very Happy New Year. 

 

Neville Lane, Editor  
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Letters  

 

Lily (Webbie) Gay 

 

Amanda, Jeremy and the family would like to thank 

everyone who sent such kind messages of sympathy 

and support following Webbie's sudden and sad 

passing.  All those messages have been such a great 

comfort to us. Special thanks to everyone who joined 

us afterwards at the Exeter Inn to remember her. 

 

The retiring collection raised £200 which will be 

divided equally between the Exe Valley Practice and 

the Thorverton Branch of the Royal British Legion. 

 

 

A number of people have approached Amanda and 

asked if the obituary read at the service could be 

printed in Focus so that more could be aware of her 

background and early life: 

 

Lily Gay 

 

Lily was born Lily Webster on July 31
st
, 1920 in 

Durham, becoming known affectionately as Webbie 

to her many friends. Webbie was the eldest of 4 

siblings; George, Olga and Lola. 

 

Growing up in the north-east during the great 

depression was extremely hard. As a child Webbie 

recalled having to wear hand-me-down clothes and 

shoes and talked of having to take care of her 

siblings. Webbie recalled how sometimes she would 

press her nose against the local confectionery shop 

window to peer at all the unattainable treats inside: 

only occasionally was Webbie allowed to have 

something. 

 

Recognising nursing could be an excellent profession 

and a road to more prosperous times, as a young 

woman Webbie embarked on a career in nursing and 

became a registered nurse in Durham. After 

qualifying, Webbie chose to follow her longtime 

nurse friend Nan Ryan to the south and via 

employment in Dorking, settled in Crediton as 

Matron at Queen Elizabeth Boys Grammar School. 

Webbie always enjoyed riding her bicycle and on her 

days off would ride the country roads of mid Devon 

with her girlfriends. Sometimes these excursions 

would go via Thorverton. As cycling was thirsty 

work invariably sustenance was sought in the Exeter 

Inn! On one such visit Webbie met Ted Gay who 

must have appeared rather dashing in his RAF 

uniform – excursions to Thorverton seemed to 

become more frequent from thereon! 

 

Webbie left Queen Elizabeth School in 1949 to 

become Matron at St Bees School in Cumbria. She 

soon realized however her heart remained in Devon 

but fortunately managed to return by accepting a 

nursing position at the Exeter Eye Infirmary. Webbie 

and Ted were later married in 1955 and set up home 

together at Ingledon House in Thorverton, never 

having cause to move anywhere else!  

 

An experienced nurse, Webbie jovially recalled how 

the trainee nurses would faint flat out on their first 

visit to the operating theatre in the Eye Infirmary – 

they had yet to learn her secret not to faint which was 

to gaze out of the window to the Haldon Hills beyond 

and imagine being there. Only a few weeks ago 

Webbie recalled her days at the Eye Infirmary as 

being some of the best of her life and would love to 

work there again if she could have her time over. 

 

In 1959, Amanda arrived followed in 1961 by 

Jeremy. With two children to nurse, Webbie’s 

nursing career came to an end.  Whilst raising the 

family, every afternoon after school Webbie would 

take a posse of children to Dinneford Meadow to 

splash in the stream or down to the river Exe to wave 

at the Tivvy Bumper as it steamed by. Webbie 

continued the afternoon walk ritual long after the 

family had grown up and Ted had sadly passed away 

in 1994. Until just a few years ago, one could find 

her somewhere on the loop to Bidwell which was 

always known as “The Block” to the family. In 

between walks “around the block” and bike rides 

Webbie would put her feet up and become immersed 

in historical texts and novels - Webbie was an avid 

reader and History was definitely her pet subject. 

 

Although very content with village life, Webbie 

never shunned the odd adventure.  In her late 

seventies and early eighties, Webbie travelled to such 

places as Seattle in the States to visit a longtime 

friend, and Australia to visit Jeremy and Lisa who 

were living there at the time.  Webbie continued her 

adventures into her eighties, taking coach trips to 

scenic and historic sites within Great Britain. Webbie 

was also still riding her bicycle.  Being a morning 

person Webbie always liked to “get on with things” 

and one day at 6am, friends in Silverton were woken 

by rustling noises on their doorstep. They found later 

Webbie had ridden from Thorverton to Silverton to 

deliver a bunch of her beloved Lily-of-the-Valley 

flowers she had promised them the day before. 

“Getting on with things” early in the morning had its 

downsides for the neighbours though. John Mann can 

certainly sleep later now, safe in the knowledge that 

the cobbles outside will not be swept any longer at 

6am! 
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Webbie always remained cheerful, upbeat and happy. 

Webbie was heard to say to the family, “it doesn’t 

matter what you do in life as long as you are happy”!  

During the last three years at the Lilacs nursing home 

Webbie remained positive and enlivened her fellow 

residents.  Webbie was also able to enjoy regular 

trips out with her family for lunch or tea and a spin in 

the wheel chair. Recently Webbie and her new best 

friend Margaret had jokingly mentioned they were 

plotting their escape from the Lilacs! Although not 

quite what was planned, Webbie’s mission was 

accomplished! 

 

 

 

From Andrew Maynard and family 

 

To friends in and around Thorverton.  Please accept 

my apologies for not sending Christmas cards, but I 

would like to send belated Christmas wishes and 

every happiness and success for 2014. 

 

 

 

From Tina Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm 

 

In reply to J Spivey’s comments (December’s Focus) 

regarding the end of permitted access. 

 

We live in one of the most beautiful parts of the 

country; and are so fortunate to have quiet country 

lanes, public footpaths, and other open spaces, to use, 

for leisure and health, right here on our doorstep. 

 

Spare a thought for those in this same country who 

live on the 24
th
 floor, and look out on a concrete 

jungle !! 

 

Since the war agriculture has been pushed and pulled 

by government policy. Now farmers are being 

encouraged to produce food - good British, low air-

miles food. 

 

It is right that this grade 1 agricultural land that 

surrounds our village should be producing food to 

help feed an ever increasing population.  

 

 

From Mary Thomas, on behalf of the Church Consort 

 

On behalf of the Church Consort I would like to 

thank Focus for contributing so generously to our 

new Carol Books. We sang “Masters in this Hall” at 

the Carol service, our first extract from this book. 

 

There are lots more good carols in it for future years. 

  

Another “thank you” to all members of the large 

audience who attended the concert at church in 

November.  It raised £579 which will go towards the 

maintenance of our lovely old church. 

  

 

Footnote from the Editor:  I will take the opportunity 

to mention here that Focus is also pleased to have 

recently been able to help the Pre-School Group to 

purchase some play equipment and the Parish 

Church to make additional cuts of the churchyard 

during 2014.  We don’t aim to make a profit through 

Focus, so when we do have money in hand we are 

keen to put that to the good of the village.   

 

If you have activities or equipment which you would 

like to purchase, but need to some help to do so, 

Focus may be able to help.  We take into account the 

number of potential beneficiaries, particularly 

whether they are villagers, and also the match 

funding contribution.  Please make any applications 

to the Editor, Neville Lane. 

 

When the Focus Funding Sub-Committee met 

recently to consider ideas, one idea that we felt 

would be worth pursuing was to produce a 

“Welcome to Thorverton” booklet, which would have 

useful information about the village, perhaps a little 

about its history, organisations, characters and so 

on. We appreciate that it takes time and effort to 

compile something like this.  However, if anyone is 

interested in taking it on, Focus would be happy to 

cover costs, including the costs of compilation and of 

printing.  Please contact the Editor if this appeals to 

you. 
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

 

Report of the December meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

  

 
 

Housing Matters 
The Chairman explained that the public meeting concerning the development proposals for Court Barton 

had not yet been called because the plans for the site had not been made available. This meeting is now likely 

to be called in January and residents should look out for relevant notices which will be put up as soon as a 

definite date has been agreed. 

 

Planning Matters 
(a)To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref 13/01402/FULL erection of extensions (to include toilet, bar store, new kitchen and store ans 2 further 

stores) following demolition of existing store and kitchen extension.  Thorverton Memorial Hall. Approved. 

 (b) To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 

 (i) Ref 13/01550/TPO Application to fell 1 Thuya Plicata (Western Red Cedar), tree protected by Tree 

Preservation Order 70/00010/TPO.  

(ii) Ref 13/01611/TPO Application to carry out works to 2 silver birch trees protected by Tree Preservation Order 

70/00010/TPO. 

 The Council agreed to ask for clarification as to  why applications (i) and (ii) above were required given that the 

Glebe was outside the conservation area and  it was understood that the TPO referred to affected only established 

trees already in situ when the Glebe development was built. 

(iii)Ref 13/01534/FULL Erection of an extension including removal of conservatory.  The Briars, Jericho Street.   

The Council also considered what areas of the village, if any, should appear on MDDC’s Register of Heritage 

Assets and, under separate consideration, agreed that the Thorverton Arms should be listed as an Asset of 

Community Value.  Council decided that the cobbles, the watercourses and water supply system and the two 

railway bridges in Hulke Lane should be suggested for inclusion on the Heritage Assets register. 

 

Resignation of a Councillor 
The resignation of Cllr Tony Woodhouse, who had served on the Council since 2011 was regretfully accepted. This 

has resulted in a vacancy on the Council which will have to be filled either by election or by co-option, it being 

more than six months until the next Council election.  Residents should refer to the Parish Notice Board in School 

Lane, where the Notice of Vacancy will be displayed (until 10
th
 January 2014) or contact the Clerk for further 

information. 

 

Highways 

C/Cllr Squires reported that Hulke Lane, the road badly affected by slippage following last year’s floods, was likely 

to be closed permanently in 2016/17, although a final decision about this was yet to be made.  The Parish Council 

decided to write to DCC about this, due to concerns about lack of consultation and fears that the right of way would 

then be lost. 

 

Next meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council, when the Parish Precept for the next financial year will be set, will take 

place on Tuesday, 14
th

 January 2014.  An agenda is displayed beforehand on the Parish Notice Board in School 

Lane. 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

Hall renovation and development 

 

Planning permission has been granted for the various improvements to the hall as outlined in the November Focus. 

Now the Hall Committee, with the assistance of Mike Baldwin, can begin to move the plans forward.  As a first 

step a statuary asbestos test will be carried out. Investigations are in progress to establish the most appropriate 

heating system to install and whether it should include solar panels.  The Committee is also investigating whether 

there are any sources of funding available for particular developments, and whether any local builders wish to 

tender for all or part of the project. It is hoped that work will commence at the beginning of August.  This will, of 

course, restrict the use of the hall.  Regular users will be kept informed about availability and updates on progress 

will be reported in Focus. 

 

Saturday Market 

 

On Saturday 14
th
 December the Christmas market was held in the hall. As one approached the entrance, the loud 

hubbub of conversation from within the over-crowded room was a welcoming sound. The vestibule was filled with 

plants, Christmas trees and winter greenery. Inside, the hall was bustling with activity. On entering, the attractive 

display of jewellery first caught one’s eye.  Moving further in, to one side the tables were full of big breakfasters, 

talking animatedly while enjoying their bacon, eggs and whatever else. To the other side the many stalls were busy 

selling mouth-watering fresh vegetables, eggs, cakes, frozen pork, various handicrafts, second-hand books and 

much else. And in the middle small groups and clusters of people chatted incessantly.  The village community was 

being communal and preparing for the festive season ahead. 

 

December Saturday Market draw results 

 

1
st
 prize: bottle of port – J.Pearl   

2
nd

 prize: bottle of wine – Jenny Pascoe 

3
rd

 prize: Christmas pudding – Ethel Sellick 

4
th
 prize: chocolates – Maggie Dunlop 

5
th
 prize: chocolate Father Christmas – K.Slater 
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Notice Board 

TAG  

Thorverton Art Group 

 

NEW TERM STARTS 

 

FRIDAY 10
TH

 JANUARY 

FROM 9:30 

@ 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL 

HALL 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 
TRIAL WEEK FREE – JUST TURN UP!  

 
 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545 

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. 

It may not always be possible to arrange a lift, as all 

our drivers are volunteers and cannot be expected to 

turn out on every occasion, although they will do 

their best. 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 

Sylv and Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
 

2-30pm to 4-4/30pm 

Every Monday at the WI Hut 

 

(Excluding Bank Holidays) 

 
Tea/Coffee          50p 

Slice of cake       50p 

Meeting others    Free 

Fun /laughter       Free 

Waitress service  Free 

Washing up         Nil 

Yearly party        Free 

 

 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat  

9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 

 cost £2.00 
 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep) 
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Monday 6th January 
 

SERVICE FOR THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 
 

6.30 PM 
 

THORVERTON PARISH CHURCH 
 

and afterwards at the THORVERTON ARMS 
for an Epiphany Feast 

 
£10 per person for two courses 

 
Please let Allison or Stephen know if you would like 

to book:  01392 860205 
info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Quiz Nights 
at the  

THORVERTON ARMS 
 

2nd February 

Thorverton Pre-School 

Teams of up to 5 
£1 per person to the named charity 

7 for 7.30pm start 

 
If any village charities would like to be the 

named charity, and add to the funds raised by 

running a raffle etc., please contact us. 

Thorverton  & Exe Valley 

Community Choir 

Travel the world in song – African, 

Hawaiian, Maori, Japanese, English & 

more. 

Cant’ sing?  No problem 

Can’t read music?  No problem 

A love of singing is all you need 

No age limit. Everyone welcome 

  Drop in for a taster 

Winter Venue: The 

Vestry, Parish church 

Dates:    Every Tuesday 6 to 7pm starting 

Tuesday Januray 13, 2014. 

 
Anne Vardy 01392 861184 

Email: amvardy@hotmail.com 

mailto:info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk
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Parish Church Services and News 

JANUARY 2014 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 5 January 2014 The Epiphany  

  

10:00 am Service With A Smile ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led   

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion      [C] Poltimore          DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon     DD  

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe SS 

11:15 am  Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  JD 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Newton St Cyres    JD 

 

Monday 6 January 2014 The Epiphany 

  

06:30 pm Holy Communion [C]  Thorverton      DD 

 
 

Wednesday  8 January 2014  

  

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton   

 

Sunday 12 January 2014 Epiphany 1 & Plough Sunday       Mission Community Service & NSC Young Farmers  

  

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

 

11:15 am Mission Community Service for Plough Sunday     Newton St Cyres                        DD, JD & DC 

 Service of the Word  

Followed by “Bring & Share” Lunch in parish hall 

 

Sunday 19 January 2014 Epiphany 2 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  DD  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service & Christingle  ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led  

   Joint with Baptist Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe    DD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DC 
 

 

Sunday 26 January 2014 Epiphany 3 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Huxham      DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism  [C] Newton St Cyres JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word  Rewe Lay-Led  

05:00pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury DD 

 

Sunday 2 February 2014 Presentation of Christ 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres    DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile & Christingle  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word & Christingle ☺ Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore                       Michael & Sharon Simpson 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe JD 

05:00 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  JD 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   of young children especially in mind.  They are informal and  

And Family Service Thorverton &  contemporary in style often including a children’s activity at the 

Newton St Cyres   beginning; without communion.  Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

above for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: None  

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector  01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate  01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate  01392 841672 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader-in-Training 01392 841753 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30]  Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org  Correspondence:  The 

Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392  

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

 

Parish Letter  
Hopefully…… 

And so the old year draws to a close and the new 

year begins.  We spend a bit of time looking back 

remembering the joys and sadnesses of the last year.  

2013 was a good year in so many ways for the 

Netherexe Mission Community as we have shared 

our particular joys and sadness together and so built 

up our sense of community and togetherness.   

And so now we turn to face 2014 with all its promise 

and we wonder what it will bring. There will no 

doubt be some changes in most of our lives, but we 

don’t as yet know what they will be.   And that not 

knowing what will happen can be quite scary can’t it.  

Perhaps change will bring difficult decisions to be 

made, partings from loved ones, health issues, 

money problems.  How do we deal with the 

uncertainties of tomorrow? How do we respond to 

the burden of added responsibility, the prospect of 

further recession, and the threat of more conflicts? 

How do we make sense of the big questions of life 

and our daily concerns when we have no idea of 

what tomorrow will bring? 

Perhaps we should take a leaf out Desmond Tutu’s 

book. He has such a positive attitude to life and 

always seems to exude such optimism and joy.  

When he was asked about his optimism Tutu replied, 

“I'm not optimistic, no. I'm quite different. I'm 

hopeful. I am a prisoner of hope.” He continued: “I 

think it is important for all of us to know, even when 

the stakes are high against something, good prevails. 

And it's going to be OK... eventually.” Archbishop 

Tutu's statement is rooted in his Christian trust that 

“in all things God works for the good of those who 

love him.” (Romans 8:28). 

I’m going to finish this message about hope with a 

quote from Nelson Mandela, Archbishop Tutu’s 

famous countryman who sadly died in 2013. 

“It always seems impossible until it's done.”  

So, throughout 2014 let us be a mission community 

defined by Christian hope; hope that redeems our 

fears and transforms our dreams, hope that causes us  

 

to stand shoulder to shoulder whatever the year 

brings us, hope that gets things done and that carries 

us forward on the journey - together.   

Happy New Year. 

 

Sue Sheppard 

 

Baptist Church  
Douce France... 

 

Fiona and I have just spent a couple of weeks in the 

south of France. Very nice, too, some of you may 

think, but that's perhaps because you don't realise 

how cold it can be down there in the winter. In fact, 

while most of you were enjoying the temperate 

Devon climate we were coping with temperatures of 

minus 4 in the mornings and not just scraping off the 

ice from the car windscreen but finding the whole 

vehicle had become frozen all over during the night. 

Add to that the freeze factor of the infamous Mistral 

and you will understand that we were not there for 

the weather, though I have to admit that the beautiful 

sunshine and lovely cloudless blue skies 

we enjoyed later on in the day did lift the spirits 

somewhat. No, we were there on our annual 

pilgrimage to fulfill our grandparental duties while 

our daughter and son-in-law were off swanning on a 

cruise of the Caribbean islands where temperatures 

were between 25 and 30. 

 

Besides looking after our two granddaughters we had 

responsibility for the following: a dog, a cat, a rat, a 

rabbit, a tortoise, a goldfish, a duck, hens, chickens 

and pigeons. But the star of the menagerie was 

Babita, a pot-bellied black Vietnamese dwarf pig (if 

you have seen the film "Babe" you will recognise the 

allusion). Babita is very friendly and roams around 

the grounds most of the time but will also come 

indoors and stretch out contentedly in front of the log 

fire alongside Duke the dog, with whom she enjoys a 

very amicable relationship.  

 

Our main duty was the school run several times a 

day, plus trips to neighbouring villages for guitar and 

drum lessons. Nanny and Grandad are not used to 

getting up at a quarter to seven in a house not so well 

adapted to the cold as our home in Tiverton, but we 

managed it. Neither did we do too badly in the daily 

scramble involving so many mad drivers whom we 

found very different from our sedate Devon 

motorists. Finally it was "mission accomplished" and 
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with a sigh of relief we were able to hand 

the girls more or less unscathed back to their sun-

tanned parents. 

 

But it was not all duty. On the first Sunday of our 

stay we attended the service at Avignon Evangelical 

Church, with which we were very closely associated 

during our 24 years in that area. Very providentially, 

it was the day the members were welcoming the new 

pastor and his wife, friends of ours from way back. In 

addition, there were six baptisms on that occasion 

and it was heart-warming to hear each of the six 

pledge their faith publicly and testify what a 

difference being a Christian had made 

in their lives. After the two hour long service there 

was an apero-with-nibbles (really a meal in itself) 

followed by what the French call an "agape", i.e. a 

fellowship meal where the name refers back to the 

"love-feasts" of the early Christians. All very 

convivial, very Provencal - and very enjoyable. It 

gave us the opportunity to meet up 

with a lot of old friends in a relatively short period of 

time. 

 

We also had a meal with old friends in Orange. She is 

Syrian and shared with us at first hand the agony of 

her two elderly sisters more or less trapped in their 

home in Syria, their village surrounded by 

government troops, afraid to venture out, subject to 

constant power cuts and water shortages and seeing 

the prices of basic commodities multiply by three - if 

they can get them. Their family home up in the 

mountains has been occupied by insurgents and they 

hardly expect to see it again. 

 

Of the many meals we enjoyed with old friends, 

perhaps the most poignant was an occasion we were 

a little apprehensive about, since a great blow struck 

this particular family only a few months ago when 

the husband, in his mid seventies, died very suddenly 

of a cerebral haemorrhage. We knew this had been a 

dreadful shock to this very close-knit family. So we 

shed a few tears together and sat reminiscing around 

their table - some fifteen of us, representing three 

generations of the family, members of whom I had 

baptised, married or buried over the years. "Blest be 

the tie that binds our hearts with Christian love." 

 

These ramblings may have some relevance to the 

time of year at which we find ourselves - when we 

look both backwards and forward. It is a good 

opportunity to remind ourselves that at the heart of 

the gospel which we Christians proclaim and practise 

are relationships - particularly with family and 

friends. 

 

 

 

Old friends, old scenes, will lovelier be, 

As more of heaven in each we see; 

Some softening gleam of love and prayer 

Will dawn on every cross and care. 

 

Maurice Harrison  
Women’s Institute 
Autumn at the WI 

What a busy autumn we have had this year. 

 

This started in September with the exhibition at Stoke 

Canon in which we took part with the five other WIs 

in the Broadclyst Group. 

 

In October we held a very enjoyable Quiz and Pasty 

supper evening.  Then in November we hosted a very 

successful Fashion Show.  Thank you to everyone 

who gave us support on those two occasions. 

 

Instead of the usual meeting in November, we spent 

the morning at Quickes’ Cheese Farm (captured by 

Doreen Beer in a poem in last month’s Focus – Ed), 

then had lunch in Crediton. 

 

A small group of ladies decorated a tree for the 

Christmas Tree Festival in the Church at Brampford 

Speke.  This is a lovely event and always worth a 

visit. 

 

For the last meeting of the year Elspeth Holmes 

helped us to make some beautiful Christmas table 

decorations.  We then enjoyed a Christmas tea. 

 

We would love to see some new members in 2014, 

but for just £2 you can come to any meeting that you 

think you might enjoy. 

 

Thorverton WI wish you all a very Happy New Year. 

 

Paddy Milford 

 

WI Diary Dates for January to May 2014: 

 

Tues 7
th
 January Lunch at the Ruffwell Inn, 

12.00 for 12.30pm 

 

Tues 4
th
 February Thorverton WI 90

th
 Birthday 

Celebrations.  Craft and Memorabilia Exhibition, 

2pm. 

 

Tues 4
th
 March Collage making, 2pm. 

 

Tues 1
st
 April Couture and Vintage Fashions by 

Shelley Tobin of Killerton and RAMM, 7.30pm. 

 

Tues 6
th
 May AGM, 7.30pm. 
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Thorverton Amateur Dramatic 
Society (TADS) 
Thank you to all the 120 plus people who filled the 

Hall to bursting point for our first ever TADS 

Christmas Bingo on 17
th
 December. Your support is 

very much appreciated. As well as the games of 

Bingo and the selection of Draws customers enjoyed 

Hot Dogs, Burgers and Pasties. We would like to 

thank all those who came along to lend a hand on the 

night. Your help is much appreciated. 

 

We were delighted to welcome our surprise guest 

from Lapland, when Father Christmas joined us, 

wearing his brand new suit. He came with tins of 

sweets – a present for everyone at the Bingo. Thank 

you Santa. 

 

We are delighted to be able to report a profit on the 

night of £428. The monies will be put towards 

purchasing much needed equipment and costumes. It 

will also help fund the ever increasing cost of putting 

on future productions. 

 

Thank you once again. 

 

John White 

 

Thorverton Ladies Group 
Our meeting for December was at Margaret Ward’s 

house where we made a Christmas table arrangement.  

Thank you, Margaret for putting on a superb 

Christmas supper for us all. 

 

Our meeting for January will be our annual dinner on 

Thursday January 9
th
.  The venue has yet to be 

decided – so please would you contact Beryl Grace 

on 860489 as soon as possible if you wish to attend.   

 

Elspeth Holmes 

 

School News 
The Nativity Service just before the end of term was 

a special occasion, with the school children in Class 1 

working really hard to produce a lovely play 

depicting the Christmas story seen from the view of 

the animals. 

 

The new term starts on 7
th
 January.  On the 11

th
 there 

is a sponsored swim at Lords Meadow, Crediton.  

The regular school newsletters give details of what is 

going on, or you can take a look at the website:  

Thorverton-ce-primary.devon.sch.uk. 

 

Rainfall Record 
It can be deceptive just how wet it has been.  My 

perception had been that the fortnight leading up to 

Christmas had been a very wet spell.  Gus’s 

recordings tell a somewhat different story.  In fact, in 

the 30 days between 22
nd

 November and 21
st
 

December, Thorverton saw just 45.5mm of rainfall, 

which is considerably less than the monthly average 

for the village;  of this almost half fell in one day 

(20mm on 19
th
 December).  Gus’s readings are taken 

in the morning and so largely reflect the previous 

day’s rainfall.  The recording for the morning of 24
th
 

December was the highest of the year – 36mm- 

beating the previous highest rainfall for a single day, 

which until then had been the 26mm recorded on 25
th
 

October. 

 

Full analysis and charts of the picture for 2013 as a 

whole will be in February’s Focus. 

 

With thanks to Gus Christianson for the data 

 

Flag Flying Days in 2014 
I am grateful to Peter Furneaux for the following 

information on the dates when the flag will be flown 

at the Jubilee Green in Thorverton. 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 

 

Shackleton’s Amazing Antarctic Adventure 

Talk by John Dike 

 

“I was intrigued because it was a wonderful story 

with beautiful photography” said John and proceeded 

to enthral us with tales of derring do, hardship, 

leadership, courage and hot penguins for the next 

hour and half. You had to be there. At the WI hut I 

mean, not Antarctica, itself an artefact of the period 

and with a bite to the air outside to add realism this 

was a bravura presentation to which no written 

account can possibly do justice, but I shall try. 

 

In addition to some beautiful photography and 

movies by the slightly unhinged expedition 

photographer, Frank Hurley (1885-1962), John 

brought some relics of the period;  cameras, a 

sextant, chronometer and a wind-up gramophone that 

played Dame Nellie Melba singing ‘Oh For The 

Wings of a Dove’. And Lo! We were were 

transported to Shackleton’s Antarctica. 

 

Speaking clearly and with humour John explained 

that the main driving force behind the expedition was 

fame and money. Shackleton appreciated that if he 

could get a group of explorers across Antarctica, via 

the South Pole and have it well photographed then 

the resulting lecture tours and books would provide a 

most acceptable income. ‘Away from his expeditions, 

Shackleton's life was generally restless and 

unfulfilled. ...he launched many business ventures 

and other money-making schemes, none of which 

prospered. His financial affairs were generally 

muddled; he died heavily in debt.’ (Wikipedia) 

 

Shackleton had already been on expeditions with the 

likes of Scott so knew what he was letting himself in 

for. One might say that would be enough to 

discourage a lesser man and that there was an 

element of masochism here... However he obtained 

funding, a party of fellow explorers, a three masted 

barque, the Endurance, with an excellent Captain 

(Frank Worsley) and a support team to lay a line of 

stores from McMurdo Sound to the South Pole. 

Shackleton set sail from London just as the first 

world war broke out. On arrival at the whaling station 

on South Georgia he was greeted with the news that 

the pack ice in the Weddel Sea, through which he had 

intended to sail to the Antarctic continent, was 

unseasonably thick and possibly impassable. 

Nevertheless on the 5th December 1914 they set off 

and predictably got stuck in the ice. The rest of the 

expedition story is more one of triumph over 

adversity rather than exploration and discovery as 

they spent the next 326 days locked in the ice and 

drifting with it. 

 

John was unsparing in his details of poor clothing, 

primitive sanitary arrangements, frostbite, wind chill, 

boredom, wet, damp, 100mph winds, flying ice and 

very sub zero temperatures. It was only a break for 

mulled wine and festive mince pies that resuscitated 

the audience and buoyed spirits for the second half. 

 

For Shackleton however it was more of the same, 

fuelled by Penguin and Seal meat. Abandoning the 

Endurance to the ice they set up a base camp, 

planned to journey back North to Paulet Island 364 

miles away, towing the smaller boats over the ice to 

the sea. From there Shackleton with five others 

would sail to South Georgia. Enduring more 

privations, hazards, climbing, falling and penguins 

Shackleton and his small group finally made it to 

South Georgia and the whaling station he had left 

522 days before. Eventually all his crew were saved. 

That, together with being a great leader of men, is his 

legacy. 

 

While all this is well documented in various 

electronic and printed media there is something 

special about being told the story by an enthusiast 

who gives care and thought to the presentation. Oh, 

and John had a suitably large screen so not only were 

the beautiful photographs clearly visible to all, we 

felt immersed in the scenery and the story.  

Robin Blythe-Lord 
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Frank Hurley 

 

 
Sir Ernest Shackleton 

 

 
The Endurance 

   

 

 

Poetry 
A New Year is Rung in (a pantoum) 

 

A church there stood in village square, 

Eight bells its tower contained; 

Within were blessed many a pair 

And peace of mind obtained. 

 

Eight bells its tower contained, 

Their peals heard far and wide 

And peace of mind obtained, 

In the worshipping countryside. 

 

Their peals heard far and wide, 

To listeners hearts bring joy, 

In the worshipping countryside; 

Amid the tasks of their employ. 

 

To listeners’ hearts bring joy, 

A New Year is rung in; 

Amid the tasks of their employ 

Fresh resolutions now begin. 

 

A New Year is rung in, 

Within were blessed many a pair, 

Fresh resolutions now begin; 

A church there stood in village square. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

 

Green Hill – Gone (2) 

 

I like, I love to plant my swedes 

Too bad they can't be seen; 

Instead we've got a new ski slope 

Above the village green. 

 

All we now need is some snow 

As I would feel quite humble 

If some village lad mistook 

And was forced to take a tumble. 

 

             Farmer Giles 
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Montage by John Spivey 
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Photos by John Spivey 

Focus on Thorverton – A Constitution 
The constitution for Focus was agreed at the AGM in 2013, but I have so far failed to reproduce it in Focus, 

generally citing lack of space.  Well, this month I think that we do have enough space, so I am including it.  It is not 

intended to be officious or bureaucratic, but rather to act as a reminder of what it is that we are trying to achieve 

with Focus – Ed. 

 

1. The name of the organisation shall be “Focus on Thorverton”. 

 

2. The aims of Focus on Thorverton are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

3. Membership with voting rights is open to all Thorverton-based organisations (as listed in the Organisations 

Section of Focus on Thorverton), who may each nominate a representative.   All other Thorverton residents aged 18 

or over may participate in the Annual General Meeting and any Special General Meetings, but with no voting 

rights.  There is no membership fee.  

 

4. The business of Focus on Thorverton will be carried out under the direction of the Focus Committee, 

elected at the Annual General Meeting.  It will be for the Committee to take decisions about the running of Focus 

on Thorverton.   
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5. The Focus Committee shall comprise: 

a) Chairman  who will Chair any meetings 

b) Vice-Chairman who will act as deputy to the Chairman 

c) Secretary  who will maintain a record of any meetings and distribute papers 

d) Treasurer  who will be responsible for finances, including maintaining accounts 

e) Editor  who will be responsible for publication of the monthly magazine 

 

6. Those acting as committee members should do so in a capacity independent of their parent organisation.  

They should, preferably, be Thorverton residents, although non-residents may be considered eligible provided that 

they support the aims of Focus on Thorverton.  Should an officer resign their position, the Chairman (or Vice-

Chairman if appropriate) shall arrange for that position to be filled – if they deem it necessary to do so – through 

co-option until an Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting is held. 

 

7. The Chairman and Editor shall appoint members of a production and distribution team, such as assistant 

editors, printers and compilers, as they see necessary in order to maintain a viable production and distribution team. 

 

8. There shall be an editorial sub-committee, comprising the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Editor, who will 

jointly be responsible for considering any complaints and taking decisions on issues over content of the magazine. 

 

9. A Funding Sub-committee, comprising the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and Editor, will be 

responsible for evaluating applications and making any awards for the use of Focus on Thorverton funds.  At least 

three of the Funding Sub-Committee must be present for an evaluation to be made.  The criteria for making any 

awards should be set at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

10. An Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall be held each year, normally in February or March.  The date of 

the AGM shall be published in Focus at least two months before the date of the meeting.   

 

11. The AGM will: 

 

 Hear reports from the Chairman, Treasurer and Editor of activity over the past year, including a statement 

of the accounts; 

 Elect officers to the Focus Committee; 

 Set criteria for the disbursement of any funds, including any ceiling on awards; 

 Consider any proposals put forward before the meeting (to the Secretary) or at the meeting.  Such proposals 

shall be voted on if the Chairman considers it necessary to determine a majority view.  Any decisions will 

be taken forward by the Focus Committee as they deem most appropriate; 

 

12. A Special General Meeting may be called at the request of the majority of the Committee or through at 

least 8 members making a written request to the Secretary.  Such meetings will take place within a month of the 

request and will be advertised in Focus (if that is possible) and on the public notice board in School Lane, 

Thorverton. 

 

13. An account will be maintained of the finances of Focus on Thorverton and presented to the AGM by the 

Treasurer, having been independently examined beforehand.  Any expenditure must be authorised by at least two 

unrelated Committee members, one of whom should normally be the Treasurer. 

 

14. Amendments to the Constitution may only be made at an AGM or Special General Meeting, on a simple 

majority vote of those present who are eligible to vote. 

 

15. Should Focus on Thorverton be dissolved, any funds shall be disbursed to village organisations in a way to 

be agreed by the Committee. 

 

Last updated March 2013 
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Thorverton Post Office 
In December’s Focus, I accidentally truncated the message from Allison about the types of transactions which can 

particularly help the village Post Office.  I am, therefore, printing a corrected version this month.  If you want the 

village Post Office to stay in business, please support it. Ed. 

 

 
Allison Toogood, Sub-Postmaster  

 
 

Legal Eagle 
 

This month we continue our look at incohate offences 

and turn our attention to Conspiracy, a crime very 

much in the news at present due to the publicity 

given to the trial of Rebekah Brooks, the former 

News International chief executive, and others on 

charges alleging the destruction of evidence relating 

to phone-hacking. 

 

The main form of conspiracy is statutory conspiracy 

governed by the Criminal Law Act 1977 (CLA 77). 

All common law conspiracies, other than consiracy to 

defraud, conspiracy to corrupt public morals and 

conspiracy to outrage public decency, were abolished 

by s5 CLA 77.  

 

Like attempts, conspiracy must not be considered in 

isolation. Conspiracy always attaches to an offence; 

the accused will be charged with conspiring to 

commit murder, or conspiring to commit theft or 

whatever the identified crime happens to be. 

 

The offence requires the accused to have agreed with 

another person or persons that a course of conduct 

shall be pursued which will result in an offence being 

committed by one or more of the parties to the 

agreement and that the accused intended to enter into 

the agreement. 

 

It is not necessary for the agreement to be carried out, 

although there are obvious difficulties in trying to 

establish the agreement if it is not carried out. The 

agreement must, however, be to commit the same 

crime. In Taylor [2002], one of the accused agreed to 
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import Class A drugs whilst the other accused agreed 

to import Class B drugs; there was no conspiracy. 

However, where the parties do agree to commit the 

same crime, the offence is complete as soon as the 

agreement has been reached. 

 

A single agreement, can, of course, involve more 

than one offence and in consequence, more than one 

conspiracy. In Cooke [1986], British Rail stewards 

agreed that they would prepare food themselves to 

sell to passengers rather than sell the food provided 

by BR. The Court held that this was both a 

conspiracy to defraud British Rail, and a conspiracy 

to cheat the passengers. 

 

There must be at least two parties to the agreement.  

There is no conspiracy where the only other party to 

the agreement is one’s spouse, or where the only 

other party is under the age of criminal responsibility, 

or where the other party is the intended victim of the 

offence or where the party charged is the intended 

victim of the offence or where the other party suffers 

from a mental disorder which prevents him from 

understanding the nature and quality of the proposed 

conduct. 

 

The requirement that the course of conduct will result 

in an offence being committed by one or more of the 

parties to the agreement will be made out, provided 

that the accused intends that the offence will occur 

and knows that any required surrounding 

circumstances of the offence are or will be present. It 

is not necessary for the prosecution to establish that 

the accused intended to play any part in the course of 

conduct. 

 

There is no result element in conspiracy. The 

requirement is that the course of conduct agreed 

upon, if pursued as intended, will result in the 

commission of an offence, or would do so but for the 

presence of facts making it impossible. 

 

Where the substantive offence(s) agreed upon are 

committed, conspiracy should not be charged. The 

parties to the agreement will be charged as principals 

to the offence(s) committed or as principal and 

secondary participant(s) to the offence. We will 

examine participation in crime in March. 

 

Next month we will look at Common Law 

conspiracy. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

“Blessed are those who give without remembering 

and those who receive without forgetting” Anon. 

 

Golf Society  
Sunday 24

th
 November.  

This was a cold and frosty morning, but 8 hardy 

golfers turned out. 

 

As the course was suffering from the heavy frost it 

was decided to play a friendly team game with one 

score to count on the first two holes, two on the next 

two, three on the next two and all four for the last 

three holes. 

 

The winning team was John Mann. Chris Harlow, 

Phil Beasley and David Harlow who managed a score 

of 36 points. This narrowly beat the team of Dave 

Whalley, Paul Richards, Dave Ashworth and Jim 

Chappelle who scored 34 points.  

There were several Donna-Y nominations, a close 

second was when Dave Whalley was standing on the 

3
rd

 tee at the top of his backswing when a little voice 

said “hello darling” it was Gail who was passing on 

her bicycle with the other ladies. The win was 

awarded to the winning team as a whole for their 

abject display on the 6
th
 hole (one of the easiest on 

the course. Chris teed off first and had to play a 

provisional as he was close to the hedge and not sure 

if it was still in play, David went second and shanked 

straight into the trees, Phil thought that was fun so 

played an identical shot – both had to play 3 off the 

tee, John did hit a straight one. In the end the team 

total score for the hole was one point ! 

 

Sunday 8
th

 December. 

Considering it is now December the weather is very 

acceptable, but despite that only 9 players turned out, 

so we played a team game in threes. 

 

The winning team comprised Scott Hasler, Paul 

Richards and Nigel Augstburger  who achieved a 

score of 33 points. Both the other teams, (Steve 

Gidley, Chris Harlow, Jim Chappelle and David 

Harlow, John Mann, Phil Beasley) scored 29 points. 

The Donna-y trophy was won by Scott Hasler. 

Everyone was assembled  on the first tee, Jimbo 

discovered his hip flask still had some whiskey in it. 

Amongst others Scott had a slug and then proceeded 

to tee his ball up on the tee. He then proceeded to 

miss the ball with an air shot !  Whether the whiskey 

or the excitement of going first was to blame who 

knows. 

 

The dates arranged for January are: there will be a 4 

club competition on New Year’s Day, and normal 

outings on Sunday the 12
th
 and 26

th
 which will also 

be the AGM after golf (our traditional port and 

cheese day).  All aspiring golfers welcome, details 

from the Exeter Inn. 

G S Potter 
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Jane Ristic’s last day at Not The Village Shop 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Jane Ristic has supported 'Not the village shop' since it began 7 

years ago by being there to work come rain or shine or  

extreme heat or extreme cold at least three mornings each 

week to serve and help customers in numerous ways. She will 

be hugely missed by many villagers.  

 

 If you feel you could begin to fill the 'hole' for however little 

time each week, please phone Allison Toogood on 861118 or 

860205 or emailtoogood@waitrose.com. You need to be 

hardy, have an interest in food, but, above all, want to be 

involved in supporting the village community.  

 

Allison Toogood 

mailto:toogood@waitrose.com
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TARTS 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 

 

 

 

TARTS hike from Princetown to North Hessary Tor, 30th November 

 

We had an unexpected briefing as the nine of us assembled at the Bury under a cloudless sky when Ian Stoyle told 

us that his grandfather had been head teacher at the school at Foggintor, one of the stops of our forthcoming walk, 

and that his father had planted a pine tree at the school. While the park authorities demolished the school some 

years ago, the tree, we are assured, still stands. 

 

We set out west from Princetown along the rail bed of the old Princetown railway founded by Sir Thomas Tyrwhitt 

in 1823 in order to supply the town and the prisoners-of-war prison he had founded and to transport granite from 

local quarries to Plymouth, the line surviving until 1956. 

 

With a fine view of Walkhampton Common to our left, we followed the rail bed and cut SW across a loop of the 

railway to continue NW past the dramatic remains of Swelltor Quarry, where we found an old siding and the ruins 

of what must have once been a very busy site. Stone from this quarry went to build London Bridge, which opened 

in 1831, and excess corbels for the bridge, which were never sent to London, are still to be found at the Swelltor 

site. Stopping for coffee, we admired distant views into Cornwall, and the reflection of the sun off the waters of 

Plymouth sound to the southwest. 

 

We followed the rail bed as it curved around the north side of King’s Tor and ascended back toward Princetown, 

enjoying dramatic views of the spill tips of the Foggintor quarries to our east. Granite from this, one of the three 

biggest granite quarries on the moor, was sent to London to build Nelson’s Column in the early 1840s. 

 

Having made almost a complete loop we doubled back to skirt Foggintor to find an entrance to the flooded quarry 

workings where we lunched in a protected spot next to its artificial lake beneath vertical granite walls that shone in 

the bright sunlight. 

 

Continuing north we hiked on another rail bed where granite sleepers were still recognizable with their pairs of 

holes marking where rail shoes had once been mounted. Turning back from the B3357 past Rundlestone Tor we 

finally climbed North Hessary Tor from the trigonometrical marker of which we enjoyed amazing views in all 

directions in the shadow of the television transmission mast. We could see to the NW the Merrivale quarry, closed 

in 1997, that provided Granite for the Falklands War Memorial in Port Stanley. A final descent back into 

Princetown, and toasted tea buns in the teashop completed our hike. It was truly a golden day. 

 

Mike Stannard 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter walks are 

usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each walk (length, gradient, 

lunch information etc) will be displayed approximately a week before the walk in the Old Post Office Window and 

on the village notice board. If you would like to be included on the email list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or 

Graeme (860203). 

Caroline Prince 
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TARTS at North Hessary Tor 

 

 
Looking west from Swelltor 

Photos by Mike Stannard 
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Nature Notes 
 

On Saturday mornings sometimes I am outside about 

half an hour before sunrise to check on the contents of 

my moth trap. This time of year numbers are usually 

less than five and often none at all. While attending to 

the trap I am very conscious of bird sound all around 

and it is most interesting. Most calls I can identify but 

sometimes are quite mysterious and are executed in 

rapid flight before I’ve had the chance to get a decent 

look at the bird. Frequently a flock of Rooks come 

overhead with many individuals performing amazing 

aerobatics and the sound of their combined wing beats 

is extraordinary. 

 

From the end of November onwards on mild days 

Rooks will visit their rookeries but don’t start building 

or repairing nests until March. Rooks along with their 

corvid relative the Raven, are some of the earliest 

nesters.    

 

A total of five Bullfinches (three females and two 

males) were around our feeders on 24
th
 November. 

The last day of November was a clear and sunny day. 

I walked down the garden and observed several birds 

feeding in the trees.  Goldfinches and Blue Tits were 

in a Common Alder. I could see the Goldfinches were 

picking seeds out of its cones but the tits appeared to 

be seeking out insects among the branches. In the 

Ash, Chaffinches and Bullfinches were breaking open 

keys to get at the seeds. 

 
The Bullfinch (pictured above – although sadly the 

printed Focus cannot do justice to its pinkish-red 

breast) generally eats seeds, berries and buds, food 

that is available during the autumn and winter months, 

so there is no need for it to migrate anywhere except 

in the hardest winters when the local food supply is 

scarce. In winter the Bullfinch is more conspicuous, 

foraging along the hedgerows and when disturbed 

easily recognised by the white flash of its rump in 

both the male and female bird.  

 

The Common Ash Fraxinus excelsior is dioecious 

meaning there are separate male and female trees. 

Female Ash trees bear the ash keys so it is easy to see 

how many male and female trees you may have in 

your garden or nearby hedgerow. Holly is another 

well known dioecious tree species. The Common Ash, 

a native of the British Isles is the only ash species to 

have coal-black buds. A later larval stage of the Ash 

Bud Moth Prays fraxinella mine buds of ash and their 

activity determines the direction of growth of the 

developing shoot.  

 

I wish you all a Happy New Year. 

 

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875, or jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 
James Meredith, Armistice Day 2013 
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Thorverton Football Club 
Devon and Exeter Premier League Table as at 23 December 2013  

 
    HOME AWAY OVERALL     

 
POS   P W D L F A W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS 

 
1 Newtown 

11 4 0 0 15 4 6 1 0 33 3 10 1 0 48 7 41 31 
 

2 St Martins 
10 4 0 0 26 2 5 0 1 31 8 9 0 1 57 10 47 27 

 
3 Feniton 

9 3 1 1 17 5 3 1 0 15 6 6 2 1 32 11 21 20 
 

4 Seaton Town 
13 4 3 1 18 14 1 1 3 9 16 5 4 4 27 30 -3 19 

 
5 Budleigh Salterton 2nds 

15 3 0 3 7 13 3 1 5 11 26 6 1 8 18 39 -21 19 
 

6 University 2nds 
11 4 2 1 8 8 1 1 2 5 8 5 3 3 13 16 -3 18 

 
7 Tiverton Town 2nds 

8 2 0 2 9 4 3 1 0 13 2 5 1 2 22 6 16 16 
 

8 Hatherleigh Town 
10 1 0 1 3 3 4 1 3 16 13 5 1 4 19 16 3 15 

 
9 Thorverton 

10 5 0 1 11 9 0 0 4 5 16 5 0 5 16 25 -9 15 
 

10 Topsham Town 
14 3 2 3 20 22 1 1 4 6 14 4 3 7 26 36 -10 15 

 
11 Chard Town 2nds 

12 2 1 3 13 8 2 1 3 11 9 4 2 6 24 17 7 14 
 

12 Beer Albion 
12 1 1 5 10 25 3 1 1 11 7 4 2 6 21 32 -11 14 

 
13 Willand Rovers 2nds 

13 0 3 3 5 13 2 1 4 13 15 2 4 7 18 28 -10 10 
 

14 Clyst Valley 
11 1 0 5 10 28 0 1 4 4 13 1 1 9 14 41 -27 4 

 
15 Heavitree United 

11 1 0 5 10 28 0 1 4 3 26 1 1 9 13 54 -41 4 
 

 

Devon and Exeter Division 4 Table as at 23 December 2013  

 

  
  HOME AWAY OVERALL     

 

POS   P W D L F A W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS 
 

1 Axmouth United 
14 8 1 0 26 14 2 2 1 11 11 10 3 1 37 25 12 33 

 
2 Exmouth Town 2nds 

12 2 2 0 11 3 6 1 1 22 12 8 3 1 33 15 18 27 
 

3 Lord's XI 
14 5 0 2 22 15 3 1 3 18 16 8 1 5 40 31 9 25 

 
4 Cheriton Fitzpaine 

13 3 0 2 16 9 5 0 3 22 15 8 0 5 38 24 14 24 
 

5 Awliscombe United 
13 4 3 1 17 13 2 3 0 10 4 6 6 1 27 17 10 24 

 
6 Thorverton 2nds 

13 2 0 2 10 5 5 1 3 32 19 7 1 5 42 24 18 22 
 

7 University 5ths 
12 5 1 2 28 13 1 1 2 6 8 6 2 4 34 21 13 20 

 
8 Okehampton Argyle 2nds 

13 2 1 3 17 17 4 0 3 21 19 6 1 6 38 36 2 19 
 

9 Newtown 3rds 
13 3 0 3 9 9 1 3 3 13 19 4 3 6 22 28 -6 15 

 
10 North Tawton 

13 4 3 3 23 23 0 0 3 1 8 4 3 6 24 31 -7 15 
 

11 Bampton 
12 2 1 2 8 10 2 0 5 12 15 4 1 7 20 25 -5 13 

 
12 Hatherleigh Town 2nds 

11 2 1 2 6 7 1 0 5 8 16 3 1 7 14 23 -9 10 
 

13 Sandford 
12 0 1 3 4 15 0 3 5 8 32 0 4 8 12 47 -35 4 

 
14 Winkleigh 

13 0 1 7 16 37 0 0 5 6 19 0 1 12 22 56 -34 0 
 

 

Next Fixture at Raddon Road: 

 

Sat 4
th
 January 2

nd
 Team h v Sandford 

http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=6350417
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=9768454
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=9167281
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=8386306
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=2013088
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=992767
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=9120385
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=2420161
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=8007324
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=3878025
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=6818470
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=6576764
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=3326271
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=9410537
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?divisionseason=923662945&teamID=9450082
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=3413641&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=4201490&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=406435&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=7836138&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=4846420&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=636161&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=9839061&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=6910567&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=2163094&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=4863385&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=7362080&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=3933938&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=1679860&divisionseason=525309832
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=6173022&divisionseason=525309832
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The Garden in January 
 

Winter Bloomers 

 

Whilst sitting by the fire, or conversely rushing 

around the kitchen, it is pleasant to muse on the 

outdoors and imagine the time when you can get 

back outside to that less complicated ‘my time’ world 

of your garden!  Apart from a few token plants and 

shrubs, the winter period is often neglected but this is 

a real shame as some of the most beautiful delicate 

blossom and exquisite scent are exhibited on our 

‘winter bloomers.’  So, if you were wondering what 

could be added to your garden to give you some 

winter interest, here are some examples. 

 

Let’s start with ‘big.’  Deciduous tree Betula 

papyrifera is the paper birch and has striking pure 

white bark which gleams in the winter sun.  This will 

peel off to reveal new, pale orange-tinged bark 

underneath. For all its delicate appearance, this is a 

big one  so needs plenty of space. A more moderate 

sized tree is Acer pensylvanicum ‘Erythrocladum’,  a 

real star and needs celebrity status. During the winter, 

the bark becomes a vivid salmon-pink and can glow 

in the dull winter light. 

       

Of course, a seasonal favourite is holly but be careful 

which variety you chose as some are much more 

decorative than others. A good choice would be Illex 

aquifolium ‘J.C. van Tol’. This is a form of common 

holly without any prickles!!  It is a self-fertile female 

that produces bright red berries without the need of a 

male plant nearby! This plant can grow into a small 

tree of about 20’ or it can be pruned regularly to 

almost any size. Hence no prickles is a real bonus 

when you are clearing out the prunings as anyone 

who regularly has to deal with holly will appreciate! 

The other useful thing about holly generally is that it 

will thrive in dark, dry areas where other plants give 

up the will to live. So, all round, a very useful plant, 

but don’t expect quick results it likes to take its time. 

        

A large shrub for beautiful coloured blooms is 

Camellia sasanqua ‘Crimson King’. This is one of the 

earliest camellias to flower. It has dark glossy leaves 

and single, crimson-red flowers. Grow in a sheltered 

spot as a sharp frost can disfigure the edges of the 

blooms. Moving down the size scale somewhat, 

Berberis x ottawensis ‘Superba’, an 8’ shrub with 

rounded purplish-red leaves which turn a brilliant 

crimson-red in autumn through to winter. Another 

bonus is that it is a tough shrub and will thrive in an 

open site and partial shade. Prune hard for best 

foliage effects. 

       

For scent look at Sarcococca hookeriana ‘Purple 

Stem’, an evergreen shrub  of about 5’ at maturity, 

which comes into its own with a delicious rich honey 

like aroma when you walk past. Another heavily 

scented smallish shrub is Daphne mezereum with 

clusters of small purplish-pink, very fragrant flowers 

from late winter through early spring. Thrives in 

humus rich soil in  full sun or partial shade. However, 

decide where it is going and then leave it in position 

as these plants dislike being moved. 

        

For winter stems the dog-woods come into their own, 

Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’ for red, Cornus 

stolonifera’Flaviramea’  for yellow stems, and for 

something a bit different if you have room is Rubus 

cockburnianus, very much a star attraction but being 

from the bramble family beware prickles. These 

plants need hard pruning of all 3 year stems in 

winter.  I tackle the Knightshayes ones in January. 

Cut the older stems to 15 cms to stimulate new 

growth. The colour is strongest on the growth of the 

first 2 years so this is very important. The added 

bonus of this is that you then have some very 

attractive stems to weave into wreathes to put onto 

tall, cane wigwams in your garden and use to support 

your sweet peas. 

    

Moving down in scale, last but not least are your 

smaller herbaceous plants and the star of these must 

be the hellebor. Helleborus niger, these plants love 

rich alkaline soil in partial shade but will grow in 

most situations and come up each year to give you 

early winter colour in your flower borders.  

Remember that they disappear after spring so be 

careful that you know  where they are and you will 

need other plants of interest to take over the show. 

Cyclamen coum a tuberous perennial with attractive 

leaves and flowers from winter to late spring, white 

through to carmine. Excellent for planting under 

deciduous trees and extending the season of interest. 

Plant 5cms deep, sun or partial shade; they  enjoy 

humus rich soil. 

      

These are just a very few examples. There are many, 

many more and lots of bulbs. So dream away and 

plant up for a glorious show next year. Whatever 

your plans, I wish you a very enjoyable Christmas 

and happy gardening for the New Year. 

 

Warmest Wishes,   Lorraine    

 
                                                     Lorraine Colebrook                           
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing:Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone:02072197037 By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mr Olly White 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Sarah Crawford 01392 860295 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663  web address www.thorverton.org.uk 
 

mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

 Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxaphone Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
 Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 861283 
 Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 
Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
 W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
 Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2014 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

      

Jan 13
th
 and 27th

     Jan 7th
 (Tuesday) and 20th 

Feb 10th and 24th
     Feb 3

rd
 and17th 

March 10
th
 and 24th

     March 3
rd

, 17
th
 and 31st 

 

 

Mobile Library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

  

 

Flag Flying days in January 
 

Thursday 9
th
 Birthday of Duchess of Cambridge 

Monday 20
th
 HRH The Countess of Wessex 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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JANUARY  

Mon 6
th
 Service for the Feast of the Epiphany/Epiphany Feast, Parish Church/Thorverton Arms, 6.30pm  

Tues 7
th
 WI Lunch at the Ruffwell Inn, 12.00 for 12.30pm 

Thurs 9
th
 Ladies Group Annual Dinner 

Fri 10
th
 Thorverton Art Group, term starts, Memorial Hall, 9.30am 

Sat 11
th
 Memorial Hall Market, 9.30-11.15am 

Tues 13
th
 Thorverton and Exe Valley Community Choir, Parish Church, 6-7pm 

Fri 24
th
 History Society AGM and “Trains, Planes and Childhood Memories” by Amyas Crump”.WI Hut, 

7.30pm 

 

FEBRUARY  
Sun 2

nd
  Charity Quiz Night for Thorverton Pre School at Thorverton Arms, 7.30pm 

Tues 4
th
  WI 90

th
 Birthday Celebrations, WI Hut, 2pm 

 

MARCH 

Tues 4
th
  WI Collage making, WI Hut, 2pm 

 

APRIL 

Tues 1
st
  WI Meeting, Couture and Vintage Fashions by Shelley Tobin, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

MAY 

Tues 6
th
  WI AGM, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Tues- Sat 13
th
 to 17

th
 East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church  
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