
  

 

       

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

April 2014        Vol. 45  No.4                  40p



  

         FOCUS MAGAZINE INFORMATION 

Chairman Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Raddon. 

Secretary Geoff Bulley, 17 Broadlands, Thorverton. 

Treasurer Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 860309 

Editor Neville Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 861062 

 Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com 

 Back issues (courtesy of Rob Purvis): thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com 

Assistant editor Eileen Mason  

Printers Barrie Phillips and Peter Mason 

At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 

acknowledged, so if you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days, please assume not received. 

 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and pictures. 

 

Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover:  Jubilee Green Daffodils, photo by John Spivey 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
Thorverton is springing to life.  After a few relatively 

quiet months, I was struck by the large increase in the 

number of events being advertised to take place over 

the next couple of months.  The village is waking 

from its winter hibernation.  I am pleased that this 

presents the challenge of how to find space for 

everything I have been sent, rather than wondering 

how to pad out Focus.   

 

I have had a busy time myself since I last wrote, 

having spent almost a fortnight in France, visiting my 

daughter, Emily, who is currently acting as an 

English assistant at a school between Paris and 

Rheims.  Emily has subsequently written an article 

for Focus, which I am pleased to be able to include 

this month.  I am aware that several of our young – 

and some of our not so young – people with 

Thorverton roots are currently abroad or are 

elsewhere in this country.  Perhaps one or two would 

also like to report back to Focus.  I am sure that 

villagers would be interested to hear of your exploits. 

 

The area which Emily is in was very much in the 

thick of things during the First World War, for which 

I am sure you are all aware the centenary 

commemoration is this year.  I am grateful to Alex 

Fice for his article on page 19.  I am sure that we 

shall have more over the year.  Jane and I went to a 

very good drama production in Silverton in February 

by their amateur dramatics group, which focused on 

the life of those who had gone to war and those who 

were left behind. It was based on research into those 

from Silverton who died during the First World War.  

(I trust that my positive mention of something in 

Silverton doesn’t cause too many of you to cancel 

your subscriptions to Focus!) 

 

Last month I wrote about the problems with pot-holes 

in the roads.  I don’t think that Focus had even been 

published before most of these were patched up.  

That was good to see, although the longer term 

challenges of maintaining our roads remains.  Other 

services are under threat of course, and the reduction 

in our mobile library service – to a monthly service – 

is just one small example of that.  Please see the 

notice in the Notices section for dates and the new 

times too for the mobile library service. 

 

Enjoy the spring in Thorverton and take part in some 

of the events on offer. 

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor  
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Thorverton Parish Council  

Report of the March meeting of the 

Parish Council 

  

 
 

Planning Matters 

An application to erect a porch following demolition of the existing one, and also for internal alterations to enlarge 

the bathroom at Way Farm had received both planning permission and listed building consent. 

Council considered just ne planning application – Ref 14/00164/FULL - for the erection of a two storey extension 

to each dwelling at 49 and 51 Silver Street. 

 

Mid Devon Local Plan (2013-2033) – Options Stage Consultation  

Residents may have looked at this either on line or at (MMDC) council offices or public libraries. 

The Council agreed to comment that the land put forward  (i.e. the field just south of the Glebe and the smaller field 

to the east of the allotments) for a possible development of 50 dwellings, was well in excess of what was 

considered appropriate for the village during the timescale of the Local Plan. Council also commented that it would 

support the idea of self-build homes where this would allow local people to achieve affordable homes. 

 

Highways Matters 

The flooding of the entrance to Broadlands was being further investigated by DCC, and it was understood that a 

new drain to connect Broadlands with the Glebe system would be put in if this was found to be necessary. The 

considerable problems that had been caused by the closure of Lynch Road due to flooding were brought to the 

attention of C/Cllr Squires.  The Council agreed to thank DCC staff for their prompt filling in of several potholes 

around the area in recent weeks. The further deterioration of the wall beneath the bridge near Bridge house would 

however be referred to DCC for investigation and hopefully repair. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

The Council was awaiting receipt of tenders in respect of the parish maintenance contract, which this year would 

include the spraying of the cobbled areas twice in an attempt to keep weed growth down. 

 

Leigh Gardens 

The Council agreed to register with Land Registry its ownership of land at Leigh Gardens.  

 

Recreation Ground 

The annual inspection of the play area had been booked and was to take place within the next week or so. A horse-

chestnut tree near the football clubhouse would be felled, due to disease, as soon as the weather and the tree 

surgeon’s availability allowed. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

The date of this meeting will be confirmed at the Council’s April meeting, but it is likely to be held in early May.  

Please look out for notices confirming the time and date if you wish to attend,or please contact the clerk for further 

details. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday, 8
th
 April 2014 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.  

An agenda is displayed beforehand on the Parish Notice Board. 

 

Jane Lane,  Parish Clerk 

Telephone: 01392 861062,  email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
Annual General Meeting held on Monday 17

th
 March 

Mike Shelton, Chairman of the Hall Trustees, reported on a very eventful year. 

The hall and grounds have continued to be used by a variety of local groups 

and organisations as well as for wedding receptions, family celebrations and 

parties. Two particularly successful events were the family Fun Day organised 

by the Country Show Committee in June and the Thorfest in September. Both 

were very well attended and enjoyed by all. The monthly Saturday Market and 

Big Breakfast continue to be a great success. Mike thanked everyone who helps 

with this popular event. The Committee has been busy planning a refurbishment and upgrade of the hall facilities. 

Planning permission has been granted for these improvements which include an enlarged and updated kitchen, a 

permanent bar, new full length UPVC windows and fire doors, upgraded toilet facilities and improved storage. It is 

hoped that the work will commence in August and that the inevitable disruption will not cause too much difficulty 

for users and hirers of the hall. Mike thanked Mike Baldwin for his help in advising the Committee, drawing up the 

plans and producing full specifications to enable the work to go out to tender. 

 

The Treasurer, Jeff Grace, presented the accounts for 2013 which show a surplus of approximately £7,000 for the 

year and total assets of over £121,000. But he warned that the disruption to the hall’s use will reduce income in 

2014 and the total cost of the improvements will require additional funding. He reported that some grants have 

already been obtained including £10,000 from the Community Council of Devon, together with a number of other 

smaller grants, and that other funding applications are being prepared. 

 

New officers were elected: Roger Fieldhouse as Chair; Colin Marshall, Vice-Chair; Roseanne Benn, Secretary; 

David Waldron, Treasurer; Jeff Grace, Events Secretary and Mike Shelton, Health and Safety Officer. Mike, who 

had expressed a wish to stand down as Chair, was warmly thanked for all he had done for the Trust during his time 

in office. 

 

Antiques Road Show 

The Antiques Road Show held on 15
th
 March turned out to be both enjoyable and incredibly interesting.  Most of 

the audience brought their ‘treasures’ along for discussion, some of which proved not only to be very valuable, but 

also came with a fascinating history.  Roger Knowles and Anne Argyrides imparted their expert knowledge and 

anecdotes.  A quiz to identify 10 objects proved to be challenging, and the winners were awarded some lovely 

prizes provided by Roger. A substantial ploughman’s was served and there was also a draw. Roger kindly donated 

£100 to the TCT from the winnings of his horse Byerley Bear. Everyone agreed that it had been an excellent 

evening and it is hoped Roger and Anne will return next year to host another Antiques Road Show. 

 

Saturday Market March draw results 

1
st
 prize – a chicken dinner – Maggie Dunlop 

2
nd

 prize – box of chocolates – Barbara Uglow 

3
rd

 prize – chocolate eclairs – Jeff Grace 

 

New Memorial Hall website 

The hall will have a new and much improved website very soon when final registration requirements have been 

completed: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

Letter 
Please could we give a huge 'thank you' to all those 

who attended, and donated, pies to the Pie Evening 

held at the Thorverton Memorial Hall. 

 

The evening was a great success, managed only by 

all those who so kindly donated pies of every 

description, savoury and sweet.  Who would have 

thought there were so many varieties?  Without you  

 

 

 

these evenings would not be successful and we are 

truly grateful for your help and contributions. 

  

Each of the following organisations received 

£156.10p as a result of this evening:  The Thorverton 

Mums and Toddlers, Thorverton P.T.F.A., and 

Thorverton Memorial Hall.  Once again, thank you. 

  

Stephanie Shelton and Penny Fice 
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Notice Board 

TAG  

Thorverton Art Group 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

@ 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL 

HALL 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 
TRIAL WEEK FREE – JUST TURN UP!  

 

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
(usually Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. in church) 
 
April 3rd and Wednesday 16th 
May 1st, 15th and 29th 
June 19th 
July 3rd 17th 
July 10th 6.30 p.m. choir party 
  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

practices 
(Usually Mondays in school at 3.30 p.m) 
 
April 14th at 3 p.m. at 1 The Glebe 
followed at 4 30 p.m. by tea for all 
the family 
April 28th 
May 12th 
June 16th and 30th 
July 10th 6.30 p.m. choir party 

 

  

Sylv and Anne’s 
CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

(Every Monday 

excluding Bank Holidays) 
Re-opening 

Mon March 17th 

2-30pm 

 

New feature 

Lending Library 

All welcome 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 

 cost £2.00 
 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep) 
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Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) 

 Sat  9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 

 
 

Thorverton  & Exe Valley 

Community Choir 

Travel the world in song – African, Hawaiian, 

Maori, Japanese, English & more. 

Cant’ sing?  No problem 

Can’t read music?  No problem 

A love of singing is all you need 

No age limit. Everyone welcome 

  Drop in for a taster 

Winter Venue: The 

Vestry, Parish church 

 

Dates:    Every Tuesday 6 to 7pm. 

 
Anne Vardy 01392 861184 

Email: amvardy@hotmail.com 
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Thorverton Parish Council 

Parish Maintenance Contract –

tenders invited 

 
The Parish Council wishes to put the following 

out to tender:- 

 

1. The cutting back of vegetation at 

Barliabins footpath on a twice-yearly 

basis; 

2. The cutting back of vegetation at the 

Quarry Car Park, including the banked 

area on a rotational basis; 

3. The trimming back of vegetation at the 

brook (wall side) 

4. The spraying of all cobbled areas in the 

village with a suitable weed killer twice- 

yearly. 

 

Anyone interested in taking on this work should 

contact the Parish Clerk for further details by 

telephone on 861062 or by email at 

thorvertonclerk@aol.com . Alternatively, please 

contact the Chairman of the Council, Cllr Stuart 

Crang  on 860263. 
 

 

 

Spring Sale 

 
On Thursday 24

th
 April 

 

At The Exeter Inn 

From 11.30am 

 
After you have been to The WI Market, we have a 

Spring Sale in the Alley at The Exeter on 24
th
 April 

starting at 11-30.  Bric-a-brac, pre-loved clothes, 

shoes, handbags, house-hold items, the odd antique 

and some toys and small furniture. Soup and a roll 

will be available 12-2 and then cake and tea or 

coffee, the proceeds of the refreshments and some 

sale items will be for Macmillan this time. The last 

sale made £120 for Marie Curie.  
 

Hope to see you there. 
 

 

mailto:thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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Sustainable Crediton Energy 
Group 

is planning a community renewable energy project 
  

You are invited to a public meeting 

 to hear about setting up a community benefit 
energy company, 

 to answer queries and discuss options 

 and, not least, to show your support for such 
a project. 

  

Please join us on Wednesday 9 
April 

7.30pm at Crediton Football Club 

(by the Leisure Centre) 
  

 Speaker: Andrew Shadrake - involved in 

Plymouth Energy Community, keen supporter of 
Devon Association for Renewable Energy [a 
social enterprise which gives impartial expert 

advice on renewable energy] and chair of 
Dartmoor Circle, a co-op of climate change 

groups. 
  

If you are unable to make the meeting, but have 
comments or questions, please get in touch: 

Linda Lever 01363777624 
or lindaandcolinl@phonecoop.coop 

 

mailto:lindaandcolinl@phonecoop.coop
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Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

 Once each month at Arts Exchange meetings, we  

 share with one another our enthusiasms for writing,  

 music, painting and film based on various themes. 

 The meetings take place in members’ homes on 

 Thursdays at 8:00 pm. The next meetings are: 

  

24 April at Newcourt Farm, Silverton; subject: 

Structure 

8 May at Cubberley House; subject:  Personality 

12 June at Stable House; subject: Dèja Vu 

24 July at Dinneford Spring; subject: Clouds 

  

New members are always welcome.  

For further  information, please contact Becky 

Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737 

 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

 
Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545 

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt.It may not always be possible to arrange a lift, 

as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best. 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  
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Upton Pyne and District Garden Club 
Chairman Mrs Pam Keen; Show secretary Mrs Chris Grundy, tel: 851970 

 

FLOWER SHOW 

 
 SATURDAY APRIL 26th 2014  2.00 to 4.00 pm 

 
Free entry, teas and cakes, raffle.  Entries to be staged in the morning between 10.00 and 12.00  

 

Entry details below 

 

 
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 

Please read the schedule carefully and make sure that your entries match the description. Only one entry in each 

class except where the class is in two sections. 

 

1.  Daffodils or narcissi, 5 cut blooms in a vase, can be mixed 

2.  3 tulips in a vase 

3.  Collection of spring flowers in a bowl or vase 

4.  One stem each of three different foliage shrubs, maximum width 18 inches and height 24 inches 

5.  One potted flowering plant - section a indoor, section b outdoor 

6.  One flowering head of a rhododendron in a container 

7.  Single camellia in a container 

8.  Table centre decoration, may include non-plant material, 12” overall 

9.  One stem each of three flowering shrubs, maximum width 18 inches and height 24 inches 

10. One stem or branch of a flowering shrub or climber 

11. Spray or small bunch of flowers to be judged for scent 

12. Single stem of any flower or plant, indoor or outdoor, not already in other classes 

13. Cactus or succulent  

14. A miniature arrangement, maximum overall size 4.5 inches 

15. Arrangement of fresh flowers in an unusual container 

16. “Weather- or not!” composition in which accessories may be used, maximum size 24” overall 

17.      (a)  Adult entry: handcrafted flowers - eg. paper, knitted, sewn 

(b) Children’s entry: handcrafted flowers - eg. paper, knitted, or sewn 

 

HOMECRAFT CLASSES 

18 Hot cross buns, three on a plate 

19 home-made marmalade 

20 any chocolate cake, your own recipe 

21 Children’s entry - 3 decorated fairy cakes on a plate 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY CLASSES 

 

Maximum size of entry A5 - approx. 6 x 8 inches including mount. No framed photos please. 

22 Adult - Gateway or gates 

23 Adult - Shadows  

24 - CHILDREN’S ENTRY- “My favourite food” 
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Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 

 

The 14th Annual General Meeting will be held in the  

Exeter Inn on 

 

Tuesday 22nd April 2014 

at 7.30 p.m. 

 

All are welcome 

 

This is an opportunity for any suggestions or comments on the Green to be made to the 

Trustees. 
 

www.thorverton.org.uk 

 
 

 

 

 
Thorverton Millennium Green 

 

Willow Cutting 
Volunteers needed 

Reward ! Willows for your garden. 

 

Saturday 12
th

 April 2014  11.15am approx. 

(after Saturday Market) 

 

All the family welcome.  (Please bring your own 

loppers) 
 

 

 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

New arrangements from April 2014 

 

The service provided in Thorverton will be 

monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays 

between 3.35 and 4.20pm. 

 

Dates for the next few months are: 

 April 10
th

 

May 8
th

 

June 5
th

 

 

For Sale 
Mahogany effect wall unit 68" high and 74" in 

length: £50.00 

 

Mahogany effect extending oval table and four 

chairs: £50.00. 

 

Please contact Sarah on 860818 or mobile 

07729556715. 
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Arts Festival 
Thorverton Church,  May 13th – 17th 

2014 
  

Preparation has already started for this and we are 

now receiving entry forms from art and craft 

exhibitors. We are hoping for another successful 

festival, our 44th can you believe? It’s always an 

enjoyable week, bringing many people into the 

village from all over and of course it raises much-

needed funds for our church. 
 

Anji and Mary are requesting help and donations for 

the catering side of things (see elsewhere in Focus). 

We need people to help with displaying posters, 

setting up the church for the exhibition, receipt of the 

pictures and craft goods and arranging displays, 

manning the desk during the week, stewarding, 

selling cake draw tickets and then the big stock–

count at the end of the festival and the dismantling 

and tidying up. It’s a lot of hard work (but great fun) 

but only works if we have enough helpers at the right 

times. 
 

So if you’ve helped before you’ll know the ropes –

please help again! 
 

If you’d like to come on board, then give us a ring to 

find out what you can do or pop into the church from 

Easter onwards when there’ll be a book to sign-up in 

and also posters and other info to distribute. 
 

Our Lucky Dip for children is always much-enjoyed 

but it won’t be possible unless we have lots of 

suitable donations of small gifts for this so please get 

in touch with your offers. 
 

We are always pleased to receive ideas and 

suggestions about how to make the festival even 

more successful – keep them coming! 
  

Contact: Heather and Royston Kershaw 01392 

860419 or Jean Brown 01392 861176 or 

eastdevonarts@aol.com. 

 

 

EGGS 

FREE RANGE EGGS 

FOR SALE 

At Ratcliffe Farm gate 

£1.25p/  ½ dozen    

 

 

mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

APRIL 2014 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

Sunday 6 April 2014 Lent 5  

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile & APCM ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 

& DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton MSS 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe JD 

12:00 noon Baptism  Upton Pyne  DC  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word     Newton St Cyres  JD 
 

Sunday 13 April 2014 Sunday Palm Sunday  

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton DD 

10:00 am Family Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  JD  

10:00 am Palm Sunday Service*  Stoke Canon  Lay-Led 

  

 *Starting at Stoke Canon Chapel with Walk of Witness ending at Stoke Canon Parish Church 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne  DC 
 

Thursday 17 April 2014 Maundy Thursday  Mission Community Services  

07:00 pm Holy Communion** [C] Fursdon Coach Hall, Cadbury DD 
**Informal within a simple meal; if attending, for catering purposes, please advise Catriona Fursdon by 14 April on 01392 860860  

or by email catriona@fursdon.co.uk 
 

Friday 18 April 2014 Good Friday 

09:00 am Simple Morning Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

10:00 am All Age Worship-Experience the Drama of Good Friday Stoke Canon Lay-Led  

10:00 am Stations of the Cross  Thorverton    DC 

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe SS 

11:15 am Service of the Word   Upton Pyne  DD 

12:00 noon Good Friday Liturgy & Reading of the Passion Newton St Cyres JD 

03:30 pm Good Friday Worship  Brampford Speke Chapel  BOF 

05:00 pm Meditation    Poltimore    DC 
 

 

Sunday 20 April 2014 Easter Day  

06:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Netherexe DD 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke LF   

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury SS 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres JD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  MSS 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon DC&HW 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe    DC 

11:15am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  AS 

04:00pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Netherexe DC 

05:30 pm Evening Prayer   [C] Huxham   JD 
 

Wednesday 23 April 2014     

09:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  DC 
 

Sunday 27 April 2014 Easter 1 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Huxham DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word & APCM  Stoke Canon  DD  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church BOF 
   Joint with Parish Church 

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer & APCM [BCP] Cadbury DD 
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Sunday 4 May 2014 Easter 2 

10:00 am Service with a Smile ☺ Brampford Speke Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres DC 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile    ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young children 

especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in style often including a 

children’s activity at the beginning; without communion and led by lay teams.  

Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy Communion, 

are contemporary in style and are often followed by refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

on page 1 for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: Mon 21 Apr No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church  

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate  01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington  Assistant Curate  01392 841672 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader-in-Training 01392 841753 

Associate Ministers  

CH Revd Christopher Hughes   HW Revd Harold Whitty 

AS Revd Alan Simpson   BOF Baptist Officiant 

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org   

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 
 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.  For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 

01392 861173.  For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618.  

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

Parish Letter  
All things bright and beautiful 

 

By April spring has really sprung. There is evidence 

all around that new life is coming. There is 

expectation, and a little anxiety, especially after the 

weather over the winter. What does this year ahead 

hold for us? Will everything that was growing last 

year come back or will some have disappeared. Will 

it be necessary to replace some of the plants? We do 

not know what will be there in the future, but we do 

know that it is always beautiful. God creates beauty, 

and he also creates variety. 

 

As we approach Easter towards the end of this 

month, we celebrate God's promise which he fulfilled 

in Jesus. Despite the cold reception Jesus received, 

from the tides of political and religious leaders, 

which lead to his horrific death, God did not let him 

or us down. From what appeared to be a total disaster 

to his closest friends, Jesus was raised to life again. 

God restored the beauty of life in all its fullness, to 

Jesus and to all who follow his way. 

 

At Easter we are reminded that, what sometimes 

seems like the end of life as we know it, and with 

which we have felt comfortable and safe, can have a 

very creative and life giving new beginning. God is 

giving us an opportunity to trust in him, to provide 

for us. We cannot see where it is leading, but if God 

is in it, we will have new life. 

 

Our churches may have new directions in which to 

go. God has provided some with 'friends of..' Some 

of these have been showing signs of new life for a 

year or more, and others are beginning to sprout. 

Where these may lead, we do not know, but they 

have beauty and a lovely perfume. They will need the 

continued care of prayer and love if they are to 

flourish. 

 

Our families may have new directions in which to go 

too. Some young children may be starting school for 

the first time. Here we pray that they will be nurtured 

so that they will blossom into healthy and rounded 

young people, growing strong hearts and minds for 

the world ahead of them. Exams will be ahead of the 

older children and the results will have an effect on 

their futures. They will need encouragement and 

empathy for their perseverance and struggles. We 

pray for their maturity to hold up during this new 

period of their lives. It is also a time when weddings 

begin to flourish. The seedlings of two individual 

lives are replanted together for mutual growth and 

pollination. The fruit they will bear is unknown, but 

awaited in hope. 

 

It is better not to know what the future holds, but to 

travel towards it in anticipation of a bumper crop. 

What it holds for us is not to be worried about, but 

awaited with excitement as the garden display 

emerges. There will be some losses and some 

disappointments, but if we trust in God, we can be 

reassured that those who are no longer here, are safe 

with him. God plants and sows, and he also reaps. He 

has bunches of fresh souls surrounding him, but they 

no longer wilt. Instead their number grows, adding to 

his glory.  His love for us, who are left, will nurture a 

new life for us if we let him, until we too are 

gathered to him. It is in the careful pruning and 

picking that a garden delivers its beauty, and the 

home an inviting welcome. 

 

The garden and house are inextricably linked when 

the outside beauty is brought in and becomes the 

welcoming warmth inside. The best garden or house 

to be in, is the one belonging to God. 

 

Revd. Julia Dallen 

 

Baptist Church  
Easter - the time of new beginnings. 

 

It is the first day of spring and I have just got back 

from my early morning walk through the streets and 

parks of Tiverton. The evidences of the new season 

were all around me - daffodils, birdsong, newly 

mown grass, camellias in full bloom with buds 

presaging flowers for weeks to come.  And by the 

time you read these lines Easter will be but a few 

short weeks away. 

 

At this time I invite you to meditate on one of the 

bible's best known characters, Saint Peter. 

 

A man sat to have his portrait painted by a well-

known artist.  The man wasn't the best- looking 

person in the world, to put it politely, and when he 

saw the result of the artist's work he protested 

vigorously that it didn't do him justice.  "Sir," replied 

the artist.  "You don't need justice.  You need 

mercy." 

 

That was true for the Apostle Peter and it is true for 
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all of us. The time of new beginnings for Peter began 

when he first met Jesus.  The charismatic preacher 

declares to the future apostle: "You are Simon, son of 

John.  You will be called Peter, the Rock."  Simon 

was destined to become Peter, some one solid, 

reliable and dependent - a far cry from all that he was 

on that first encounter. The transformation was not 

going to take place overnight. It would require on-

the-job training. It would mean above all being with 

Jesus as he taught and performed miracles.  It would 

involve putting aside ill-formed prejudices of what a 

Messiah was to be like and accepting Jesus' teaching 

about his own suffering and death that Peter was so 

reluctant to take on board at first. 

 

You might call that initial meeting with Jesus the first 

scene in the drama of this transformation.  Fast 

forward some three years to a second scene.  It takes 

place in a courtyard.  Following his Master's arrest, 

Peter has followed the search party to the High 

Priest's house.  It's dark, and cold, and a fire has been 

lit.  There it is that Peter denies, three times just as 

Jesus had predicted, that he ever knew the prisoner. 

 Then it's dawn and the cock crows.  And the man 

who was supposed to be a Rock finds himself at rock 

bottom instead.  He can only go up. 

 

And he does, for a third scene takes place, on a beach 

in Galilee. Peter has already met the risen Lord twice, 

and this is the third occasion.  To the three-fold 

denial corresponds a triple pardon from Jesus and a 

charge, again given three times, to be a faithful 

shepherd to the flock.  I think that if the apostle had 

known the hymn "Praise, my soul, the King of 

Heaven" he would have at once burst into song: 

"Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven / Who like 

thee (Peter?) his praise should sing?"   Then, in the 

course of their intimate conversation, Jesus brings up 

the subject of the apostle's future martyrdom. 

 

But this lay some thirty years in the future.  

According to information preserved for us by the 

fourth century bishop Eusebius, who could arguably 

be described as the first church historian, Peter's 

missionary journeys took him to Rome, where he was 

thrown into prison and threatened with crucifixion. 

 He escaped, and in his flight from the city met Jesus 

coming the other way. "Quo vadis, Domine?"  "Into 

the city to be crucified once more, in your place." 

 Ashamed of his cowardice, Peter returns to the city 

to face torture and death. 

 

Peter had at last become the Rock.  The new 

beginning had come full circle. Mercy had prevailed 

over justice.  And the event that changed a vacillating 

fisherman into a Fisher of Men was the one we 

celebrate in a few weeks' time - the miracle of Easter, 

the new beginning of all new beginnings. 

 

Maurice Harrison 
 

Thorverton Sub-Post Office 
Thank you to all our regular customers of the post 

office counter who keep our business operating at a 

steady level of transactions. Unfortunately this does 

not equate to a steady income, so please carry on 

doing everything you can locally, from posting 

letters and parcels to banking, bill-paying to 

travelling... 

Parcels 

If you’ve posted a parcel recently, you will have 

noticed that we now ask you what is in it. This is 

purely to comply with new legislation on banned 

and restricted items, and the associated Post Office 

Ltd safeguarding procedures. ‘Shopping return’ 

parcels are excluded from this because the original 

sender is deemed to have complied with the 

regulations. 

 

Some examples of banned or restricted items are: 

aerosols (but those containing toiletries and 

medicinal are accepted); batteries (wet, non-

spillable, acid batteries are banned and lithium 

batteries are accepted only if they are installed in an 

item); alchohol above 70% abv. There are leaflets 

 

 

in the post office with full details of limitations on 

what can be accepted for posting within the UK 

and for overseas (there are a few differences). It’s 

also useful to know that if you are posting a parcel 

for someone else, you must be able to tell us 

exactly what is in it; otherwise we cannot accept 

it; parcels are now routinely scanned and any 

containing banned items are destroyed.  

 

New postage prices for letters (from Monday 

31
st
 March) 

1
st
 and 2

nd
 class mail 

1st Class Letter will cost 62p 

1st Class Large Letter (up to 100g) will cost 93p 

2nd Class Letter will cost 53p 

2nd Class Large Letter (up to 100g) will cost 73p 

Royal Mail Signed For
TM

 
Royal Mail Signed For

TM
 1st Class letter will cost 

£1.72 

Royal Mail Signed For
TM

 1st Class Large Letter 

(up to 100g) will cost £2.03 

Royal Mail Signed For
TM

 2nd Class letter will cost 

£1.63 

Royal Mail Signed For
TM

 2nd Large Letter (up to 

100g) will cost £1.83 
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Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed® 
Our Guaranteed service offers next day delivery, 

great value features, generous compensation and 

market-leading quality of service. Prices start 

from £6.40 for 1pm delivery and £18.18 for 9am 

delivery. 

 

There are leaflets with prices for parcels and 

international services in the post office. 

 

Allison Toogood 

Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 
Ltd 
As you will have heard from the Memorial Hall 

committee’s report, Roger Knowles who hosted the 

Antiques Road Show evening on Mar 15th, has also 

taken an interest in our community organisation 

TCT Ltd which supports Thorverton Post Office. He 

has recently donated £100, a percentage of the 

winnings of his point-to-point horse Byerley Bear, in 

addition to a donation given late last year. We are 

very grateful for this and for his interest in 

Thorverton and its needs. 

  
There will be a TCT/PO stall at the Sat Market in 

April so do come to buy Easter and other cards and 

stationery items. There will also be Post Office 

information leaflets to view and take away. 

  

Thank you for your continued support. We need you! 

  

Heather Kershaw 

Chair and Company Secretary 

Ladies Group 
 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 10th 

April at 7.30pm.  We will be making a floral 

cupcake for Easter - please bring SCISSORS 

and a handful of small leaved greenery.  Beryl 

Grace will host the evening at Moss Bank, 

School Lane. 

 

 Elspeth Holmes 

District Council 
For the fourth year running, Mid Devon District 

Council (MDDC) will not be increasing its Council 

Tax charge for 2014/2015.  However, Council Tax 

bills will increase as Devon County Council, Devon 

and Cornwall Police and Devon and Somerset Fire 

Service are all increasing their precept by 1.99%, the 

highest increase allowed by the Government before a 

referendum is triggered.  Bills will rise by near to 

1.99% because, although MDDC have held their Tax 

charge, MDDC take only about 11.5% of the Council 

Tax charge.   

 

Mid Devon is retaining all of its front line services.  

Waste and Recycling rounds are having an update, 

after some eight years.  Over this time, new house 

builds have, in many cases, changed the volume on 

the rounds.  In future, for any given household, all 

waste and recycling collections will be on the same 

day of the week.  I believe that there will be no 

change for Thorverton villagers as Monday will be 

their day.  However, for Thorverton Rural residents, 

collections of both waste and recycling will be on 

a Tuesday, which will be a bonus for them, as 

previously waste was collected on a Thursday and 

recycling on a Wednesday.  New cards will be 

delivered to all households, showing the new 

collection arrangements, prior to the new system 

operating.  Please note, however, that if a resident 

(e.g.on the Rural round) puts their waste or recycling 

out on the wrong (old) day, it will not be collected 

until the next collection (new) day and should 

therefore not be left at the roadside until the next 

collection day. 

Bob Deed 

 

Legal Eagle 
Some readers may have seen the story of Linda 

Crampthorn, a care worker, who walked into a bank 

disguised as her 81 year old client to try to obtain 

£22,000 from the pensioner’s account. Ms 

Crampthorn put on a wig and used a walking stick for 

her trip last June to the Halifax. She pleaded guilty at 

Leicester Crown Court in March to a charge of fraud. 

Her partner, Sanjay Patel who was waiting for her in 

a car was convicted as a secondary party to the fraud. 

 

Clearly we can identify the actus reus of the 

secondary participation (see March edition of Focus); 

so what of the mens rea? In order to secure a 

conviction the prosecution would need to prove that 

the accused intended to do the assisting or 

encouraging act and in addition that the accused 

knew that his act was capable of assisting or 

encouraging the commission of the offence.  

 

Doing an act which assists in the commission of a 

criminal offence will not, of itself, give rise to 

liability. The act must be voluntary and have been 

done with the intention of assisting or encouraging. 

Recklessness and negligence will not suffice. 

 

The accused must know, or be aware, that any 

surrounding circumstances required for the actus reus 

of the offence are or may be present. This 

requirement is satisfied if the accused knows or is 

aware that any surrounding circumstances required 
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by the actus reus of the offence are or may be present 

or is aware that any result required to satisfy the actus 

reus of the offence might be achieved by the 

principal offender. 

 

Sanjay Patel engaged in the act of secondary 

participation at the time of the commission of the 

offence therefore, had the prosecution been called 

upon to do so (they were not as he entered a plea of 

guilty), it would have been possible to show that he 

knew or was aware that the surrounding 

circumstances were in existence. 

 

What, however, if the act of secondary participation 

occurs prior to the commission of the offence?  It 

might not be possible to prove that the accused knew 

that the surrounding circumstances would be present. 

In such circumstances subjective recklessness may 

suffice as an alternative form of mens rea. 

 

Where the actus reus of the offence requires a result, 

it is sufficient that the accused knew or was aware 

that the principal offender might bring about the 

result required by the actus reus of the offence. 

‘Might‘ has been held to mean a ‘real risk‘ or 

‘possibility‘. This leads to the possibility that the 

accused can be convicted as a secondary party to an 

offence which requires proof of intention to secure a 

conviction. Murder requires an intention to kill or an 

intention to cause grievous bodily harm. If the 

accused foresaw that the principal offender might kill 

he will be a secondary party to murder, whereas the 

principal offender will only be guilty of murder if he 

had the required intention to kill or cause gbh. 

 

It is not necessary for the prosecution to show that 

the accused intended or wanted the principal offender 

to commit the offence it is sufficient that the accused 

is aware that the principal offender might have the 

mens rea for the offence and might bring about the 

prohibited result. So, the accused might be guilty 

where he is indifferent to the commission of the 

offence as in National Coal Board – v- Gamble 

[1959] in which a weighbridge operator employed by 

the NCB was convicted as a secondary party to the 

offence of driving an overloaded vehicle.  The driver 

had informed the accused that his lorry was 

overloaded but that he was prepared to take the risk. 

The accused gave the driver a ticket which allowed 

him to leave the pit. 

 

In Lynch –v- DPP for Northern Ireland [1975] the 

accused drove the principal offender to a place where 

he knew that the principal offender intended to 

murder a policeman. The accused was guilty as a 

secondary party to the murder even though “he 

regretted the plan or indeed was horrified by it” (per 

Lord Morris). 

 

Next month: Joint enterprise. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Golf Society  
Sunday 23

rd
 February  

Unfortunately due to the weather causing the course 

to be closed we were unable to play today. 

  

Sunday 2
nd

 March 

This was an extra date slipped in to try and make up 

for not playing last weekend. The weather was 

threatening, there was a shower just after starting and 

then it was dry until about 10 minutes after we 

finished and then it chucked it down. Despite this we 

had 11 golfers turn up to take part. 

The winner today was David Harlow with 18 points 

and a handicap cut, Chris Harlow was second scoring 

17 points and Ken Galvin was third with 16 points. 

Dave Whalley brought up the rear with 8 points. 

Phil Beasley had the shot of the day, after a very 

wayward second on the 9
th
 right over the second 

fairway he hit a 5 wood onto the green to about 3 feet 

from the hole. He then got nominated for the Donna-

Y trophy for 3 putting it. But the winner of this 

prestigious trophy was Dave Whalley for his efforts 

on the 1
st
 hole. He hit his approach shot a bit short 

and narrowly missed going into the pond. He duffed 

the next a few inches and then put the next straight 

into the water. The shortest drive of the day was Phil 

Oram who on the 5
th
 tee made contact with the ball, 

was staring into space down the fairway to admire his 

shot, to be advised by his playing partners that it had 

just managed to roll off the edge of the teeing 

ground. 

 

Sunday 9
th

 March 

At last a lovely dry and sunny day so out came a few 

of the hibernating fair weather golfers. Surprisingly 

the scores were quite low. 

 

We had joint winners today in Steve Gidley and Jim 

Chappelle who both scored 16 points and earned a 

handicap cut. In joint third we had John Mann and 

Phil Beasley with 15 points.  

 

Colin Marshall was awarded the Donna-y trophy for 

apparently throwing in the towel on the second hole 

(it fell off his bag), but it was not necessary as Paul 

Richards was bringing up the rear today. 
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Friday 14
th

 March  
 

This was an away-day organised by Mark Cummins 

when 18 golfers went out to take on Trethorne Golf  

Course near Launceston. It was a bitter day with the 

start delayed due to fog which unfortunately never 

fully cleared. 

 

The winner was Ken Galvin with 37 points, runner 

up was Andy French with 34 points and joint third 

were David Harlow and Bob Hyde both with 33 

points. 

 

The dates arranged for  April  are Sunday 6
th
, Good 

Friday 18
th
 (GSPOT Birthday) and Sunday 27

th.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
              

May dates are Sunday 11
th
 for the first round of the 

singles knockout, and Sunday 25
th
.                                                    

All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter 

Inn. 

 

G S Potter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

If you are plus you can join! 
Annual membership is £5 per person. Full details of our 2014 programme available on our website (details 

below) or from the Club Secretary 

 

COFFEE MORNING 

Our next Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 22
nd

 April between 1000 and 1130 at St Mary’s Church Hall 

Silverton.  An opportunity to book for events and meet friends.  Entrance charge only £0.50p plus Raffle and if 

you like a challenge we have an entertaining Quiz.  Why not come along with a friend? 

 

MONDAY WHIST (Fortnightly) 
Whist Afternoons this month are fortnightly on the 14

th
 and 28

th
 April at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton 

commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2 includes a raffle ticket, tea & biscuits (sometimes cake!).  Do come 

along, it is easy to learn and keeps the brain active!  An enjoyable afternoon assured! 

 

DATES OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS (Bookings - First come first served!) 

Wednesday 16
th

 April - Dunster, Castle and Tour of Exmoor.  We leave Silverton at 1000 (Stoke Canon 

0930, Rewe 0935, Ruffwell 0940) for the medieval village of Dunster prior to visiting the Castle & Gardens.  

Afterwards we drive over Exmoor with a tea stop at Winsford before returning to the Exe Valley.  Inclusive 

Cost £20 (National Trust members or Coach only passengers £12). 

Thursday 15
th

 May - Dartmouth & South Devon Coast Cruise. Departing Silverton 0930 (Ruffwell 0935, 

Rewe 0937, Stoke Canon 0940) we head for the historic town & port of Dartmouth where you have 3 hours to 

explore its bustling narrow streets, Castle and shops before departing on the newly restored WW11 heritage 

ship – Fairmile for a 2 hour cruise.  Inclusive cost £15. 

Wednesday 20
th

 August – Cats at the Princess Theatre Torquay.  Afternoon matinee performance of 

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s record breaking smash hit musical like no other.  Coach leaves Silverton 1130 

(Ruffwell 1135, Rewe 1137, Stoke Canon 1140).  Inclusive cost £25.  Early booking recommended. 

2014 CLUB HOLIDAY - NORTH WALES: 02-07 JUNE (6 Days/5 Nights) 

Staying at the 3* St Kilda Hotel Llandudno with a 4 course dinner and nightly entertainment with excursions to 

Anglesey, Conway, Port Meirion, the Electric Mountain, National Slate Museum and a stunning steam train 

ride from Caernarfon to Porthmadog. Holiday price £375 includes five nights Dinner, Bed and Breakfast, all 

excursions and admission prices. Single room £15 extra. 
 

If you are interested in any of the above events or would like to join the Club please contact Martin Clough, 

Club Secretary, 38 Hederman Close Silverton Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further details of events please visit our website http//www.sevs.info 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Commemorating the start of the First World War  
Remembering Thorverton’s fallen from the village War Memorial, 1914-18.  A large painted mural capturing 

images of the First World War supported by the Royal British Legion is being exhibited this year around the county 

including Killerton and Fursdon House.  Recently it was at Thorverton School where each of Thorverton’s fallen 

(17) has been sponsored with a silk poppy by relatives and friends and with the help of the Thorverton School 

children’s  council  the  names  were written on the  poppies and placed together around the mural;  it is hoped 

eventually to have enough poppies to completely surround it.   Comments and messages about the fallen were also 

written in an accompanying book. The mural and a First World War exhibition will be on display at the Thorverton 

Arms on Sunday 9
th
 November until Friday 14

th
, but during the day on the 11

th
 it will be on display at the School. 

The Thorverton branch of the British Legion are organizing a cream tea at Thorverton House on Saturday 2
nd

 

August to coincide with the start of the War and also a Thorverton WW1 commemoration display will be on view. 

 

If anyone has got any pictures, medals, memorabilia, stories or information about any Thorvertonians from the war 

perhaps you would like to share them in the display.    Please contact Alex Fice on 861136.   

 

  
 
The mural at Thorverton School.  Back row (left to right): John Hodge, Tony Langabeer, Steph Shelton, Alex Fice.  

Front row (left to right): Arthur Bowles, Sam Abrahams, Harry Welsh, Will Hunter, Leah Carbines, Evie Cole, 

Chloe Fice. 

 

Alex Fice 
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Thorverton and District History Society 

 

 

A History of Cowley – Nick Baker 

 

Nick started by describing himself as a local historian 

and collector of maps and objects. He started by 

showing us a map of the Cowley area dated 1766 and 

there was no Exe valley road going from Cowley 

Bridge to Stoke Canon, nor was there a road from 

Upton Pyne to Brampford Speke. 

 

Cowley Manor, which was built around 1560, is 

shown on the map, but not Cowley Barton – he had a 

picture of Maurice Reddaway on a tractor – Maurice 

farmed at Cowley Barton and I can remember 

helping him with the harvest back in the 1970s. 

 

Cowley place was built around 1770 by the Jackson 

family from Exeter. Over the years it had additions 

built on and in the 1950’s it was purchased by the 

Midland bank. They also made many changes but 

eventually it was bought by a developer who wanted 

to return it to its original condition.  Local council 

planners were against this and opposed his plans but 

eventually they backed down and now it has been 

converted to luxury apartments. 

 

Cowley chapel is no longer in use and is up for sale 

for community use – it was built for the people of 

Cowley because they had to attend church at 

Brampford Speke as they came under that parish. 

As you leave Exeter you approach the turning on the 

right which will take you to Upton Pyne (and 

eventually Thorverton). At one time there were 3 

cottages on the corner, and the end one may have 

been a toll house. 

 

A stronger theory is that the toll house was back 

towards Exeter – this is a bungalow on the left hand 

side with the manikins in the garden. 

 

Turlake house was built in the early 1800s and was 

later rebuilt by the Roberts family who were big land 

owners in the area. Over the years bits of the estate 

have been sold off and our speaker now lives in what 

was once a root crop and apple store, It was 

converted into a cottage and when Nick bought it he 

did some more work and discovered that some of the 

stone used in its construction was from the earlier 

demolished Turlake House.  The Home Guard were 

stationed in Turlake House during the last war. 

 

The Three Horse Shoes pub, which is undergoing 

renovation and due to reopen soon has been there for 

many years and has been used as an Inn, a 

blacksmiths and a petrol filling station. During the 

first war the landlord was a Mr. Ellis and 4 of his 

sons were killed during the war. They are 

remembered on the memorial at Upton Pyne and such 

was the loss, the King wrote to Mr. Ellis to express 

his sorrow. 

 

Pynes House belonged to the Iddesleigh family but 

they sold it when they built a new house just up the 

road and it is now in private hands. 

 

Mill Barton was a post mill and they used to grind 

manganese which was mined in the area. The 

associated cottages were for the workers and it was 

mining that led to an increase in the population in the 

area. The milled manganese was taken away by the 

railway  

 

Back on the A377 and moving up towards Crediton 

are 2 cottages on the right hand side – there were 

occupied by rope makers. 

 

Local farm workers were allowed a piece of land by 

their employers which they could cultivate as a 

garden and produce food – Nick had an old photo of 

potatoes growing between apple trees in an orchard.   

 
 

Robert Turner    
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Nature Notes 
It is no wonder we talk about the weather. What a 

change from February to the first half of March. I 

have lots to write about, mainly down to the good 

weather this time. I end with the potential for more 

meteor observations, weather permitting!  

 

There was some decent weather between 22nd and 

26
th
 February which was good for nature watching. 

On a walk with my sister at Newton St Cyres I saw 

my first butterfly of the year, a Peacock. Along the 

lane leading to the woods at Newton St Cyres we 

decided to do a check of blackthorn bushes for 

Brown Hairstreak butterfly eggs and found two. The 

Brown Hairstreak overwinters in the egg stage of its 

life cycle.  On reaching woodlands we saw that wood 

Ants had emerged from their nest in response to the 

warmth of the sun. There were also many species of 

birds about, particularly several Yellowhammers, at 

least two males and a female. On the way back down 

the lane we heard a rustling sound in the hedge; I 

immediately thought it could be a lizard or a vole and 

my sister thought perhaps a rat. We then caught sight 

of chestnut and white fur and a little tail. The creature 

stopped briefly and peered at us from the protection 

of the hedge, a pretty face but one of our most 

vicious carnivores, a Weasel. I cannot remember the 

last time I saw a Weasel, not surprising as it is mainly 

a nocturnal species but can occasionally be seen by 

day.  

 

A walk between Brampford Speke and Stoke Canon 

on 4
th
 March was in dull but dry conditions. The 

predominant wildlife sightings were of birds. A Great 

Spotted Woodpecker was observed drumming on a 

dead tree. At least one Tree Creeper was observed 

searching for food among trees. A pair of Mute 

Swans were washing and preening themselves 

elaborately in the river; both were rolling over, 

raising their necks and flapping their wings. 

Although swans do this type of activity to keep 

themselves clean, we think there was a bit of 

courtship going on. A lady out exercising her dogs 

stopped for a chat and explained that the resident 

swans had their nests washed away in the floods. 

Mute swans will use the same nest year after year, 

repairing and adding to the mound of plant material. 

This year the local swans will have to start nest 

building from scratch. 

 

On 5
th
 March while out in the garden I came across 

two lots of hedgehog poo so I knew a hedgehog was 

about and then, on the night of 8th March it was 

spotted in the usual haunt beneath a bird feeder. It 

has come through the winter well as it is a good size. 

Once again I am putting black sunflower seeds in a 

saucer outside the back door in the evening and have 

already observed it eating the seeds. Those that don’t 

get eaten overnight are taken by birds and our rabbit 

helps himself to one or two as well! 

 

Wednesday 12
th
 March was a glorious sunny day for 

a stroll down the garden; I stopped to gaze around 

and noticed a robin sat in the hedge that dropped 

down to the ground then back to the hedge, another 

was nearby. I spoke to it (as I do) and wondered if 

the pair (if they were a pair) was nesting hereabouts, 

but then I spied a grass snake sunning itself in the 

hedge. Had the robin been telling me the grass snake 

was there? The snake was quite slender, 

approximately just under an inch wide and around 

two foot in length. Its collar ring was almost gold 

rather than the normal cream colour, a youngster. 

  

On 11
th
 March Lin Balkwill and I did another walk in 

Northdown Wood to observe the changes of flora and 

fauna as winter moves into spring. Upon arrival, 

exactly as happened in February, we were met by the 

drumming of a woodpecker. We found three 

beautiful Scarlet Elf Cups, a fungus, on a decaying 

twig. Last year this fungus was seen in woods during 

the TARTS Bickleigh to Tiverton walk and is more 

commonly found in the West and has apparently 

become more frequent in recent years.  

 

 
Elf Cup Fungus – inside is bright scarlet/red. 

 

Leaves of early purple orchid are shooting up with 

some plants unfortunately growing in the middle of 

the main path. We also noticed a primrose with six 

petals, normally there are five. Since our last visit on 

10
th
 February more trees have come down in the 

wood. Large trees now (as I write) lie across both 

main paths. A raptor has taken advantage of one of 

the trunks to have its dinner, as the trunk is covered 

in soggy rabbit fur. 

 

Back along I mentioned there will be a meteor 

shower in April, the Lyrids. It will occur between 

16
th
 and 25

th
 April peaking on the morning of 22

nd
 

with the rate of 10 to 20 meteors per hour. A last 
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quarter moon in the sky may impede the number of 

meteors seen for the Lyrids shower this year. Rarely 

a rate of up to 100 meteors per hour may be 

observed. Look to the North East before dawn in the 

region of the bright star Vega in the constellation 

Lyra.  

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 or email: jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

I commented to Jenny in late-February that we had 

no frogspawn in our pond this year.  Jenny replied 

that neither did she and that she had only heard of 

one report of frogspawn, from Ros Brimacombe and 

John Spivey in their pond in Dinneford Street around 

13
th
 February. On my return from France I was 

delighted to find some frogspawn in my pond, 

although far less than usual.  Ed. 

 

Rainfall Record 
Final figures for February showed that it wasn’t quite 

the wettest month of the past ten years in Thorverton 

(that honour stays with November 2009), however, 

January and February 2014 were the wettest two 

consecutive months in the past ten years (with over 

350mm of rainfall recorded).  Only one dry day was 

recorded in January and likewise in February.  

Against this trend, March had a run of 12 dry days 

between 9
th
 and 20

th
. 

 

Exefest 
The second annual Exefest takes place on Saturday 

12
th
 April at the Double Locks.  This is a one-day 

folk festival and includes The Melrose Quartet, Luke 

Jackson, The Dovetail Trio and The Black Hares.  A 

day’s ticket costs £18 in advance or £20 on the day, 

but you can get a ticket for the afternoon Showcase 

of Exeter-based folk for just £5.  Further information 

from www.exefest.com. 

 

Fursdon House 
Fursdon House is open between 2pm and 5pm on 

Wednesdays, Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 

from Easter Monday 21
st
 April to the end of 

September.  House tours are at 2.30pm and 3.30pm.  

There are two themed “Five Feather” days in April, 

on 23
rd

 April for St George’s Day and on Sunday 

27
th
, Bluebell Day. 

 

Thorverton Chief 
Thorverton-bred Jack Yeandle may have missed out 

on playing in the recent LV Cup Final, which the 

Exeter Chiefs won, but he has started in 9 

Premiership matches plus 3 as substitute this season, 

and he scored a try in the match away against 

Leicester on 23
rd

 March.  Well done Jack. 

 

Where in Thorverton? 
The picture competition that I put in February’s 

Focus drew a disappointing response.  I received just 

one entry.  That was from Liz Rendell, who correctly 

identified the location of each of the pictures.  A 

prize is on its way to Liz.  The correct answers were: 

1. Broadlands 

2. The Bury 

3. Jericho Street  [on the door of Black Rod] 

4. Dark Lane 

5. Dinneford Street 

6. Lynch Close 

7. Bullen Street 

8. Milford Lane 

9. Silver Street 

10. Cleaves Close 

11. School Lane 

12. The Glebe [part of the Editor’s house name 

plate] 

 

Poltimore House 
Poltimore has a full programme of events nowadays.  

See their leaflets or details on their website at 

www.friendsofpoltimore.org.  In April, Poltimore’s 

gardens are open on Saturday and Sunday 12/13
th
 

from 12 noon to 4pm, and on Sunday 27
th

 (when 

there is also a Plant Fair) from 11am to 4pm.   

 

 

The Garden in April 2014 
As I write this article in late March and look out of 

the window to see blossom and spring flowers in 

abundance, there is a definite feel that the garden has 

come to life and thrown off its winter hibernation. It 

still feels chilly outside but it’s hard to imagine that it 

will seriously revert to artic conditions for anything 

more than a blip. During the past two weeks, the soil 

has warmed up considerably and seeds and plants 

have got into ready, steady, grow mode!  I hope you 

have been able to take advantage of this first warmer 

dry spell. 

 

In the vegetable garden, it has been ideal for turning 

over winter compacted soil. Rotavators are great at 

this time of the year as they will easily turn a sad 

looking winter plot into a fresh ready to go plot. 

However, this piece of equipment is not a quick fix 

for all plots of land and is best used on an established 

well maintained plot than a neglected one. A 

rotavator has the ability to turn over the soil to the 

depth of a’ spit’, ie the depth of a spade. It will 

always turn the soil at this level and, if used on a plot 

of soil continuously, will create a ‘pan’ under the 

soil, which prevents proper drainage and can create a 

serious growing problem. The type of soil will make 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.exefest.com/
http://www.friendsofpoltimore.org/
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a difference but, generally, the heavier the soil the 

quicker the pan forms.  At Knightshayes, we can only 

use the rotavator twice on the same patch of land 

before we need either to hand dig or use the spading 

machine, a monster that can reach down further into 

the soil and break up a pan. Most of us are unable to 

call in the assisstance of such a fine piece of ‘kit ‘ or 

indeed would have the space for it to manouvre, so 

our option is ‘double digging’!! 

        

Double digging is the cure for soil compaction, when 

the lack of equipment or the size or inaccessibility of 

the plot are a problem or you might just prefer to do 

it yourself and benefit from the exercise. The pros 

and cons are that it will take time and energy now but 

will save you considerable time later as you will have 

weed free and well cultivated soil to work with for 

the rest of the season. The disadvantages are indeed 

the heavy work and time involved.  If your life is 

very busy, this is a big consideration and rotavating 

can get you started with a workable plot. You will 

still need to dig and take out the weed but you can 

start planting now and tidy and prepare as you go. 

Gardening is all about making things fit in with the 

time you have available and that will be a very 

individual choice. 

          

If, however, you have decided you have the time and 

energy to put to some double digging, this is what 

you do.  First. mark out in your mind the stretch of 

ground you are going to dig. You will be digging 

backwards forming trenches and filling them back 

with the soil from the next two trenches so an area of 

two metres wide is as much as you want to deal with 

in one go. Think of your trench as having two depths, 

each a spit deep. The top spit is the top-soil which is 

the initial growing/planting soil. The lower level is 

called the sub-soil which needs nutients and good 

drainage for excellent root growth and development 

of your crops. The two put together create perfect 

growing conditions for plants. It does not pay to 

neglect the out of sight sub-soil which is why you are 

double digging 

            

I like to work off a board and the more you do this, 

the less uncomfortable it feels. Using a board really 

helps to look after your soil and prevents compaction.  

It also keeps your feet clean for when you step off the 

plot and walk around the digging bed, so less work 

all round. A board about two metres long is useful 

here as you only have to move it backwards when 

you are ready and not keep shuffling it along. Place 

the board near the top of your digging area, leaving 

enough space to dig out a row of soil and somewhere 

close by to put three piles of soil to be used at the 

end. Now you are ready to start digging trench 

number one. Dig out the first spit the length of your 

board and place in a pile nearby. Then dig out the 

sub-soil of this trench, break it up as you go it will 

help at the other end. Leave this pile next to the top 

soil. Now move the board back and take out the top 

soil from the next trench, trench number two and also 

put it beside the other two piles. You should now 

have three piles of soil, two top-soil and one sub-soil. 

Just take note which top soil came from which 

trench. You can now forget about these piles until the 

end of the row when they will be needed. At this 

point I would fork over the bottom of your first 

trench to loosen the soil, remember you are doing this 

to improve drainage at a low level so no short cuts, 

Neville! You can now add some well composted 

mulch or manure. If this is not available chicken 

pellets will do instead. You are now going to dig out 

the sub-soil of trench number two and put it into 

trench number one. Break it up as you put it in. Now 

move your board back and put the top soil of trench 

number three into the top of trench number one. It 

will be much higher than the original soil level, partly 

because it has so much air in it Don’t panic!! You 

can now move backwards down your plot following 

this pattern until you are on the last two trenches 

when you will bring down the earth from the top two 

trenches as the replacement soil. You are then 

allowed a sustaining cup of coffee and a sit down to 

admire your work, until you are ready to start the 

next row!! 

            

Double digging has a great mystique about it but, 

once you have established  the correct pattern, it is 

quite straightforward and will definitely improve 

your soil and as we all know, ‘It’s all in the soil!!’ 

 

                                     Happy gardening 

                                              Lorraine 

 

P.S. Don’t forget your other gardening jobs  and get 

your root crops sown when the weather is good in 

April and cut your grass regularly but not too low to 

start the season. 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

 
                                           

                                                      
 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.4  – April 2014 
 

 

24 

A Lane in France 
‘Allo! Bonjour à tous et à toutes!  

As many of you will already know, since September I 

have been living en France as part of my compulsory 

year abroad for my trosième année à l’université. I 

chose to be an assistante d’anglais, and for this I am 

lucky enough to teach 15-21 year olds, 80% of whom 

are garçons – quelle horreur – in a lycée téchnique 

(based on science, maths and engineering). Being in 

the region of Picardie in the North, I am surrounded 

by the Chit’is (be careful of your pronunciation), the 

name given to people from this area. This inevitably 

means that I am surrounded by français every day 

which is absolutely great. 

 

I am in a ville called Château-Thierry, named this due 

to the old médiéval castle, part of which still remains. 

It is a medium-sized town on the banks of the river 

Marne, halfway between Paris and Rhiems 

(pronounced Raans by the Frenchies!). This whole 

area was greatly affected during both wars, but 

particularly the First World War, being the sight of 

many batailles. In fact, there is an Américain War 

song called ‘There’s a girl in Château-Thierry’ which 

is appropriate: 

There’s a girl in Chateau Thierry, 

A girl who waits for me. 

There’s a weary heart made cheery, 

By love and victory. 

And her buddy boy’s devotion, 

Burns a trail across the ocean, 

To Chateau Thierry, where she waits for me. 

 
(Words by E. Ray Goetz. Music by Melville Gideon. 

Successfully introduced by Irene Bordoni and Lieutenant Gitz 

Rice. Copyright 1919 by Leo Feist, Inc.) 

 

The whole of this area is therefore slightly haunted 

but its past, but nonetheless is intéressant et 

historique.  

 

Aside from its rather dark past, this région is where 

ALL the Champagne in the world is produced! 

Epernay, a small town 20 minutes on the train from 

where I live, is the HQ of all the grandes entreprises 

such as Möet et Chandon et Veuve Clicquot, so there 

really is something here to suit everyone’s palettes.  

 

Living en France and teaching in a lycée français has 

made me aware of things that you would simplement 

never learn à l’école –  

 Trying to do anything entre les heures de 12 

midday et 2.30pm is almost impossible - it’s 

lunchtime of course! Don’t be silly, you 

NEED two and a half hours for your 

déjeuner of fois gras, Champagne, croque 

monsieur, moules, baguette, fromage et 

quiche ... 

 In schools the mysterieux ‘vie scolaire’ 

exists, something with no équivalent en 

Angleterre. It is a mixture between the school 

secrétariat, head teacher, counsellor, nurse 

and reception. If an étudiant is late, send 

them to the ‘vie scolaire;’ if you have run out 

of chalk, go to the ‘vie scolaire,’ if you have 

a papercut, go to the ‘vie scolaire.’ Really it’s 

a wonder that English schools manage 

without this... 

 Oh là là is not at all used in the exclamatory, 

suggestive manner as we think en Angleterre. 

En fait, it is rather employed to show 

disgruntlement, tiredness or boredom such as 

‘Oh là là, it’s a long way to Château-

Thierry.’  

Alors, as you can see living en France pendant 

l’année has taught me a lot, but one of the best things 

has been having cooking lessons with one of the 

teachers at the lycée. Each week I have been lucky 

enough to feel like Julie from the film Julie & Julia 

(Meryl Streep) by having two hours of cuisine 

française, learning the art of French cooking. These 

recipes are tried and tested by a vraie française et 

anglaise and I hope you will enjoy making them just 

as I have. (My thanks to Géraldine Picot pour les 

recettes).  

  

Voilà qui conclut mon rapport.  Bon appétit!  

 

Emily Lane  

 

[Recipes on following pages –Ed]
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Choux sucrés (what we would call Profiteroles) with custard cream (crème pâtissière) or chocolate sauce  

 

*Be careful – traditionally, profiteroles are choux pastry filled with ICE CREAM, and choux sucrés are choux 

pastry filled with confectioner’s custard* 

Ingrédients 

(For the choux pastry)  (For the custard)  (Sauce) 

150g flour   500 ml milk   125g dark choc 

4 eggs    4 eggs (yolk)   75ml milk 

Water    75g flour   30g butter 

75g butter   80g sugar 

Spoonful of sugar 2 sachets of vanilla sugar (if this isn’t possible, you can either add a vanilla pod or 

a few drops of vanilla essence)  

 

Preheat the oven to 180 C. Put baking paper over a flat tray for the oven. 

To make the choux pastry, pour 250ml of water in a pan. Add 75g of butter and one spoonful of sugar and bring to 

a gentle boil. When it is boiling, put 150g of flour into the pan and mix it quickly so that it turns into a solid.  

Add one egg at a time to this solid mixture and mix (hard!). You then need to add between 3 and 4 eggs – the 

mixture shouldn’t be too liquid.  

Using two teaspoons, put a little of the mixture on the tray, to form lots of little balls. Make sure they are spaced 

out enough.  

Put the choux in the oven for 20-30minutes. They need to rise well but don’t let them burn!  

Next, the crème pâtissière. Put 500ml of milk in a pan and add 2 sachets of vanilla sugar (or a few drops of vanilla 

essence). Bring to the boil, being sure to stir regularly. 

In a mixing bowl, whiten the 4 egg yolks by adding 80g of sugar to them and whisking. Then add 75g flour to this 

mixture and mix together. Add the boiling milk mixture gently, a little at a time. (Take your time with this part as it 

is quite fiddly).   

When everything is mixed together, pour this mixture back in the pan and heat gradually so that it thickens (for 5-

10 mins). 

When the choux have cooled down, cut the top of them open and fill each one with a spoonful of crème pâtissière. 

Then pop the lids back on top of them.  If preferred, fill each choux with vanilla ice cream and add the chocolate 

sauce (simply mix and heat the ingredients listed above).  
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Quiche Lorraine (à la Française)  

Ingrédients  

(for the pastry)  (For the quiche) 

100g butter  Pack of lardons (approx 150g) or chopped bacon 

200g flour   3 eggs 

1 egg   pepper 

   200ml double cream  

   200ml milk  

 

Preheat the oven to 200 C. Line a quiche dish with baking parchment.  

To make the pastry, melt the butter in a pan. Whilst you are doing this, in a separate pan fry the lardons over a 

medium heat (they take 5- 10 mins, like bacon). 

Put the flour in a bowl and pour the melted butter over the mixture. Add one egg and use your hands to mix the 

ingredients together. When it is in a ball, put it in the middle of the quiche dish and, using your hands, spread it out, 

pushing from the centre to the outside. The butter will get softer when you do this, but don’t worry! Prick the 

quiche base with a fork (this is to prevent the dough from rising too much). 

Next, to make the actual quiche, break three eggs into a bowl. Add a good amount of black pepper, and pour in the 

liquids – 200ml of double cream and 200ml of milk. Mix them together by hand, or using a whisk. There should be 

little bubbles evident.  

When the lardons are cooked, put them over the quiche base, making sure that they are equally spaced. Pour the 

liquid mixture over the lardons. Use a fork to check that the lardons are spread everywhere. 

Put it in the oven for 20-25 minutes and then servez-vous!  

 

Garden Club. 
On Monday 17

th
 March we had a very enjoyable talk 

accompanied by a slide show given by Mary Benger 

from Burrow Farm Gardens, Axminster.  She has 

created these gardens over the years out of virtually 

nothing and it was a joy to see the results.  

Throughout their creation the emphasis was on 

maximum ground cover and also the provision of 

colour throughout the year and you only have to look 

at the pictures to see how successfully she had 

achieved her aim.  We hope to go to see her gardens 

later on in the year and I’m sure it will be a very 

enjoyable day. 

 

This week we held our first informal gathering to 

discuss our own gardens.  Although only six people 

were present, because Mary Furner and Pat Brookes 

were there we did manage to iron out some 

individual problems.  

 

On Saturday 26
th
 April at 2pm we will be holding our 

Annual Flower Show – always a very pleasant event 

- with cookery and photo classes as well as the ones 

connected with plants and flowers.  As usual there 

will be lovely cakes provided by Pam Stoneman 

which you can sit down and enjoy with a cup of tea 

so do come along and join in – it is always worth the 

effort. 

 

Our next talk will be on Monday 19
th
 May when 

Marie Taylor will be talking about her own garden 

which she has created in Upton Pyne and hopefully 

we will be able to visit it later in the year. 

 

New members are always welcome and further 

details can be obtained from me on 861205. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

Pre-School 
I was pleased to receive a lovely thank you card 

from the children of Thorverton Pre-School for 

the money that Focus gave them towards a rather 

splendid piece of play equipment – see photo.  

Ed 
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Poetry  
 

From Oak Lane to Hulk Lane 

 

After evensong on a Sunday night, 

With early summer shining bright, 

Friends and I would enjoy our walks, 

Through country lanes and greening stalks, 

To admire the verdancy 

Far and wide on vale and lea; 

A favoured haunt known as “Oak Lane”, 

Where oaks of ages past remain. 

There the first hazel catkins blew, 

Primroses and bluebells too 

And in autumn we would ramble 

Below the wood and from the bramble 

Gather its juicy fruit for cooking, 

As country folk are ever looking, 

For free wild foods, from nature’s treasure 

And finding these brought so much pleasure; 

But alsas! “Oak Lane” is now gone, 

Unfit for cars – of repair beyond: 

Toll has been taken by storms and rain, 

No rambles around “Hulk Lane” again. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Note: Hulk = derelict-wreck-ruin (now with an ‘e’ at 

the end) 

 

 

School Report 
 

THE EXE VALLEY FEDERATION: 

CELEBRATING TWO YEARS TOGETHER! 

 

Two years into federation it seems difficult to 

imagine what it was like before our three schools 

started working together – the last year has built upon 

the first year of federation in a very positive manner 

and we have truly become “United in Excellence” 

every step of the way. Our children are happy 

knowing that they are being supported to achieve the 

very best that they can and they are really rising to 

the challenge! 

 

When I asked them to tell me what they liked about 

being part of the federation they were full of 

answers!  Their weekly visits to the Leisure Centre 

came pretty high on their list – they really appreciate 

the opportunity to meet up with their peers on a 

regular basis, improving their swimming ability and 

having the opportunity to develop their expertise in 

gymnastics, trampolining, zumbatonics, team and 

racket sports across the term. 

 

Residential activities also came out pretty high on 

their lists.  Each year we have given the children in 

years four, five and six the opportunity to spend time 

together for a few days away from home – year four 

spend three days at Simonsbath, year five spend a 

long weekend on Dartmoor and year six go to 

Brixham for a water sports adventure holiday. As the 

children were keen to say, they have “loads of fun” at 

all these centres and have the opportunity to really 

get to know their peer group. 

 

On a more regular basis, the children are keeping in 

touch by videoconferencing with maths challenges, 

news updates or simply sharing songs. They have 

enjoyed Art days together, developing some beautiful 

banners based on landscapes, been to the theatre 

together and many are playing chess – each school 

has its own team and we enter national competitions 

as well as holding an annual inter-school challenge 

for the Federation Cup!   

 

At the moment, all three schools are preparing for 

“Dance the Movies!” at the Great Hall, University of 

Exeter – a dance show featuring children from each 

school in the Crediton Learning Community. Able 

and Talented dancers from our federation will open 

the show with a performance of Jai Ho! from 

Slumdog Millionaire – they are very excited about 

being chosen for this important role. Later, the 

children will perform their individual dances:  

Cheriton Fitzpaine children will be performing to a 

medley from “Grease”, Newton St Cyres pupils will 

animate the characters from the film “Madagascar” 

whilst Thorverton children will perform a 

dance/drama based on the film classic “The Red 

Balloon”. 

 

One thing is certain – there is never a dull moment 

within the Exe Valley Federation. We welcome 

volunteer helpers into each of our three schools so if 

you want to be a part of the action just contact your 

local Head of Teaching and Learning and let us know 

what you would like to do! 

 

Heather Perry – Executive Headteacher 
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TARTS 
 

 

 

TARTS walk Saturday 15
th
 March 

 

Beginning our hike at the picturesque village of 

Broadhembury, almost every house of which appears 

to be thatched, we crossed the rivulet of the Tale and 

ascended a footpath across a series of open fields. In 

one of these we saw a flock of sheep of a breed that I 

had not seen before, with black bodies and a white 

stripe down the middle of the face resembling 

Balwen Welsh Mountain Sheep. Reaching North Hill 

we continued our ascent to the east to the plateau and 

the airfield of the Devon and Somerset Gliding Club. 

Taking advantage of open access to the club’s café, 

we lunched while watching gliders take off and land 

and learned something of the joys of gliding 

explained to us by the membership secretary of the 

club. We later found out that the distance gliding 

record is currently held by a pilot who took off from 

Broadhembury and finally landed in Germany. To the 

southeast powered aircraft were using Dunkerswell 

aerodrome, some of them dropping parachutists over 

the field. 

 

Continuing our walk east on the cirque of the 

escarpment surrounding Broadhembury, we enjoyed 

brilliant, warm sunlight that gave us views as far as 

the sea at Budleigh Salterton, the Haldon Ridge, 

Raddon and Dartmoor. Buzzards soared overhead, 

sharing up-draughts with the gliders, while the still-

leafless branch of a tree gave us a clear view of a 

nuthatch. 

 

After descending Stafford Hill, we re-entered 

Broadhembury, resplendent in almost summer-like 

warmth, and ended our outing with tea in the village 

square. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Photos above and next page by Mike Stannard  

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 12
th
 April - Walk around Bradley Manor 

Woods and West & East Ogwell led by Caroline. Just 

under 7 miles in length and fairly gentle. 

 

Saturday 26
th
 April – walk led by Jerry and Anne 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.4  – April 2014 
 

 

29 

  

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter walks are 

usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each walk (length, gradient, 

lunch information etc) will be displayed approximately a week before the walk in the Old Post Office Window and 

on the village notice board. If you would like to be included on the email list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or 

Graeme (860203). 

 
Caroline Prince 

 

 

 
CLEANER WANTED 

 

A cleaner is wanted for a house in Upton Pyne.  

Good rates.  Hours by arrangement. References 

required.  We’ll give ours – from our cleaner who is 

retiring after many years. 

 

To find out more call Linda Findlay on 01392 

841402 or email lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Church Week Refreshments 
The team still needs help so that it can again provide 

excellent refreshments during Church Week in May.  

The refreshment team relies totally on donations, and 

over the past two years has realized that to make the 

“restaurant” run smoothly they need to do their own 

shopping whenever possible. 

 

So, if you feel you can offer a donation please either 

drop a donation in to Mary Thomas, Jean Brown or 

Royston Kershaw in an envelope clearly marked 

“Refreshment Team” or call Anji Hartnell~Todd on 

07925429235 or Mary Thomas on 01392 860730 and 

they will arrange to collect it from you. 

 

If anyone would be so kind as to bake a cake or 

provide a dessert that would also be much 

appreciated. 

 

Finally, there is the staff rota - is there anyone who 

would like to join the happy band of volunteers? 

Please contact Mary Thomas or Anji Hartnell~Todd 

if you can help. 

 

Anji Hartnell-Todd 

 

mailto:lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing:Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone:02072197037 By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mr Olly White 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Sarah Crawford 01392 860295 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663  web address www.thorverton.org.uk 
 

mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

 Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
 Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton  & Exe Valley Community Choir   Anne Vardy  01392 861184 amvardy@hotmail.com  
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 861283 
 Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 
Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
 W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
 Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2014 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

      

April 7
th
 and 23

rd
 (Wed)    April 14

th
 and 29

th
 (Tues) 

May 6
th
 (Tues) and 19

th
    May 12

th
 and 27

th
 (Tues) 

June 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
    June 9

th
 and 23

rd
 

July 14
th
 and 28

th
     July 7

th
 and 21st 

 

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton will be monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates for the rest of 2014 are:  

April 10
th
 May 8

th 
June 5

th 
July 3

rd  
July 31

st 
August 28

th
 

September 25
th 

October 23
rd  

November 20
th  

December 18th 

 

Flag Flying days in April 
21

st
 Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen 

23
rd

 St George’s Day 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2014 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@Gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

 

APRIL 

Tues 1
st
  Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

WI Meeting, Couture and Vintage Fashions by Shelley Tobin, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sun 6
th
  Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7.00 for7.30pm 

Thurs 10
th
 Ladies Group, Moss Bank, School Lane, 7.30pm 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

Willow cutting at the Millennium Green, 11.15am 

Sun 20
th
 Easter Sunday service in Thorverton Church at 10 a.m. followed by Easter egg hunt 

Mon 21
st
 Youth Group, “Games” at WI Hut, 7.30-9.00pm 

Tues 22
nd

 Thorverton Millennium Green Trust AGM, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Wed 23
rd

 Netherexe Bell Ringing Practice, Thorverton Church, 7.30-9.0pm 

Thurs 24
th
 Spring Sale at The Exeter Inn, from 11.30am 

  Arts Exchange, “Structure”, Newcourt Farm, Silverton, 8.00pm 

Fri 25
th
   History Society Douglas Rice – Tiverton’s Literary Connections WI Hut 7.30pm 

Sat 26
th 

 WI Market, WI Hut 10-11 am 

 

   

MAY 

Sat 3
rd

  Coffee Morning in support of the Exe Valley Practice, WI Hut, 10.00am to12.00 

Tues 6
th
  WI AGM, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

  Fun Day Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 8
th
 Arts Exchange, “Personality”, Cubberley House, 8.00pm 

Sun 11
th
 Sunnymead Gas Up, from 10.00am 

Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7.00 for 7.30pm 

Tues 13th - Sat 17th  East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church  

Thurs 22
nd

 Concert by Exeter Singers, Thorverton Church, 7.30pm 

Fri 23
rd

  History Society Keith Badman – Flinders, Bass and Westall: Why Australia is not a French 

Possession, WI Hut 7.30pm 

 The Thorvertones, Thorverton Arms, 9.00pm 

Sat 24
th 

 WI Market, WI Hut 10-11 am 

 

 

JUNE  

Tues 3
rd

  Fun Day Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 7
th
   Fun Day at the Memorial Hall 

Thurs 12
th
 Arts Exchange, “Deja Vu”, Stable House, 8.00pm 

Fri 27
th
   History Society Outside Visit 

Sat 28
th 

 WI Market WI Hut 10-11 am 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 26
th
   History Society Frances Griffiths – Recent work at Cadbury Castle and other Devon Hillforts 

  WI Hut 7.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 24
th
   History Society David Hole – The Eddystone Lighthouse WI Hut 7.30pm 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@Gmail.com

