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Editorial 
I occasionally get asked how I decide what to put in 

Focus and what to leave out.  Generally, it is easy - 

everything that we receive goes in and any omissions 

are purely oversights.  But this month has been rather 

more of a challenge- Eileen Mason will vouch for 

this- with us having to be careful so as not to 

overstep our limit ( and incur the wrath of our 

collators!) but I think we have just about got 

everything in. The result is a magazine with lots in it 

which I think nicely reflects the awakening of the 

village in the spring. We have quite a few new 

advertisers now (and a few have stopped advertising 

with us ), so I would encourage villagers to take a 

look at the adverts - you may find someone 

advertising just the service you are looking for!  

 

We are very fortunate to have the Arts Festival in the 

Parish Church this month.  I understand that this is its 

44th year.  I am sure that the church will again be full 

of exhibits and of course there are always ample 

refreshments.  The range of artists is always 

impressive and I am always surprised at the number 

of other craft exhibits that are on display.  As one 

with no artistic talent whatsoever, I have to marvel at 

the number of people in Devon - many of them from 

in and around the village - with such talents.  I 

strongly recommend a visit.  A couple of other events 

definitely worth going along to if you possibly can 

are the Sunnymead Gas Up (which this year is in aid 

of Devon Air Ambulance) on Sunday 11th and, if I 

can be forgiven for publicising an event outside the 

parish of Thorverton, the Cadbury Fun Run/Walk (in 

aid of the British Red Cross and Cadbury Church) on 

Saturday 10th.  All in all this is a busy time of year in 

the Thorverton social calendar.  Let us hope that we 

get the weather to help make these events successful. 

 

I apologise for any confusion caused by the 

publication in last month's Focus of the new waste 

collection arrangements.  It seems as though we 

weren't the only people confused because the waste 

collectors themselves do not appear to have settled 

into the new regime yet.  It is, therefore, with some 

caution that we print the collection dates inside the 

back cover.  Please don't regard these as totally 

reliable!  On the subject of waste collections, I am 

looking forward to the installation of closed circuit 

television cameras at various points around the 

village to ensure that people are putting out the 

correct material on the correct days and collecting 

back the correct receptacles.  Again, I am not sure 

how reliable my sources are on this, but it sounds like 

an excellent idea. 

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor  
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Thorverton Parish Council  

Report of the April meeting of the Parish 

Council 

  

 
 

 

 

Planning matters 

An application to erect a two-storey extension to each dwelling at nos.49 and 51 Silver Street had been approved by 

MDDC. (Ref 14/00165/FULL.)   

Applications:- 

Ref 14/00380/FULL Variation of condition (2) of planning permission 13/00960/FULL to allow the substitution of 

previously allowed plans.  Little Hythe. 

 

Highways Matters 

It was agreed that DCC should again be asked to pursue the matter of the restoration of the footpath across the field 

to the south of the Memorial Hall, now that the swede crop had been lifted.  The need to repair several stiles in the 

vicinity of the village would also be brought to DCC’s attention, following the highlighting of this issue by a 

resident.  MDDC would be asked to repair or improve a number of road signs. DCC had confirmed that the repair 

of the small bridge outside Bridge house had been put forward as a safety issue. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

The most significant development under this heading was the tarmacing of the Quarry Car Park, which had taken 

place over three days in March.  Numerous compliments had been received from residents regarding the improved 

surface. The Council decided to hold a working party to tidy up another of its assets – Leigh Gardens, in the centre 

of the village. A notice about this appears elsewhere in Focus. The deteriorating condition of the sheep dip in 

Dinneford Street would be brought to the attention of the landowners’ agents.  Cllr Spivey had brightened up 

Dinneford Street by planting up the flower basket and boxes at the horse trough. 

 

Housing 

The planning application in respect of the court Barton site had now been submitted to Mid Devon District Council. 

 

Thorverton Surgery 

The Council was dismayed to hear that the surgery was likely to have to relocate to the practice’s Silverton base, 

possibly in six to twelve months’ time, if no suitable alternative accommodation could be found. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

Please note that this meeting will take place on 

Thursday, 8
th

 May 2014 at 8pm in the W.I Hut,  
A change from the usual location. This meeting is a chance for parishioners to meet their local Councillors and to 

hear what the Parish Council has been engaged in over the past year.  

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council, which will be the Council’s AGM, will take place on Tuesday, 13
th
 May 

2014 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall. An agenda is displayed beforehand on the Parish Notice Board in School 

Lane. 

Jane Lane,  Parish Clerk 

Telephone: 01392 861062,  email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 

Exciting news 

The detailed specifications for the hall improvements will have been completed by the time you read this, and sent 

out to builders with invitations to tender for the building work which is planned to start on 4
th
 August.  As the hall 

will then become a building site the Committee has decided that for safety reasons it will be closed and no 

bookings accepted or activities permitted in the hall grounds for the sixteen weeks it is anticipated the work will 

take – up to the end of November. The Committee is really sorry for any inconvenience caused, especially to our 

regular hirers.  However, we are sure it will be worthwhile in the end.  Meanwhile, provisional bookings can be 

made for December onwards although it must be understood that sometimes building work takes longer than 

planned. 
  

Saturday Market 
The April Saturday Market was well attended and there were a good variety of different products on display and for 

sale. The Big Breakfast was again very popular, keeping the kitchen volunteers very busy. The cost of the 

big breakfast and the various baps and sandwiches has remained the same for the last six years or so. However, due 

to the continual increase in the cost of all the main ingredients it has become necessary to put up the prices slightly. 

Therefore from the Market in May the price of the Big Breakfast, which also includes tea or coffee, will go up from 

£3.95p to £4.20p, and the cost of the baps and sandwiches, which also include a cup of tea or coffee, will rise from 

£1.80p to £2.00p. Thank you very much for your continued support for both the Saturday Market and the Big 

Breakfast. 

 

April draw prize winners 

1st Prize - Large Chocolate Easter Egg - John Hodge 

 

2nd Prize - Large Chocolate Easter Egg - Carol Pearn 

 

3rd Prize - Bottle of wine - Sue Harlow 

 

4th Prize - Chocolate Easter Rabbit - Val Henson 

 

Letters 
 

From Rob Purvis of Jerico Street    

 

I see that the Parish Council has thanked Devon 

County Council for repairing potholes on the roads in 

the Thorverton area. Of course, the council have to 

somehow become aware that potholes exist in the 

first place. There is an excellent website 

www.fillthathole.org.uk on which anyone can report 

potholes or other road damage. The information is 

then passed on to the appropriate authority 

responsible for the road. I regularly report potholes 

and other road damage problems on this site, and find 

they are swiftly dealt with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Sylv Gregory 

 

All at Chatter Café would like to wish Anne and Bill 

Stamper all the best for the future. 

 

Your Lemon Drizzle will be missed Anne, but not as 

much as you. 

 

From Barrie Phillips 

 

On behalf of Members of Thorverton and District 

History Society I’d like to say a big thank you to 

Focus for funding a new pull down projector screen 

at the WI hut.  

 

The large widescreen format will, no doubt, enhance 

the Society’s talks, and as a permanent fixture be an 

asset available to all users.  

 

http://www.fillthathole.org.uk/
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Notice Board 
 

TAG thorverton art 

group 
FRIDAYS FROM 25

TH
 APRIL  

09:30  

@ 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL 

HALL 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 
TRIAL WEEK FREE – JUST TURN UP!  

 
 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
(usually Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. in church) 
 
May 1st, 15th and 29th 
June 19th 
July 3rd 17th 
July 10th 6.30 p.m. choir party 
  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

practices 
(Usually Mondays in school at 3.30 p.m) 
 
May 12th 
June 16th and 30th 
July 10th 6.30 p.m. choir party 

 
  

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 

 cost £2.00 
 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep) 

 

 
 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) 

 Sat  9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 
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Thorverton Community Choir 
 

Bring out your  voices in 2014 

 

Summer term starts Tuesday May 13,  

6 to 7pm   

at The Exeter Inn(Term time only) 

Everyone Welcome 

 

Learn lively, fun songs from around the world.  

Sing in harmony with family and friends      

Can’t sing? No problem 

Can’t read music? No problem 

No age limit  Drop in for a ‘taster’ 

Enquiries from Anne Vardy 01392 861184 

email: amvardy@hotmail.com 
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THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday, 8
th

 May 2014 at 8pm in the W. I Hut. 

 

Please note change of location this year. 

 

All residents are welcome to attend. 

 

This is an opportunity to come and hear what the Parish Council has been engaged in over the past year 

and to raise matters which may be of interest to you. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

 
Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545 

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt.It may not always be possible to arrange a lift, 

as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best. 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  
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Arts Festival 
Thorverton Church,  May 13th – 17th 

2014 
  We’ve now received the entries for this year’s 

festival and will have well over 300 pictures on 

display and a great range of craft items, so we are 

hoping for another successful festival, our 44th! It’s 

always a really enjoyable week, bringing many 

people into the village from all over and of course it 

raises much-needed funds for our church. 
Anji and Mary are requesting help and donations for 

the catering side of things (see elsewhere in Focus). 

This is the big fund-raiser for us so do help in 

whatever way you can to keep this profitable and 

flowing well by donating food, money or in a more 

practical way. 

 

We on the art and craft side, need people to help with 

displaying posters and handbills  - just a few left in 

church now for you to take - setting up the church for 

the exhibition, receipt of the pictures and craft goods 

and arranging displays, manning the desk during the 

week, stewarding, selling cake draw tickets and then 

the big stock–count at the end of the festival and the 

dismantling and tidying up. It’s a lot of hard work 

(great fun) but it only works if we have enough 

helpers at the right times.  

 

So if you’ve helped before you’ll know the ropes – 

please help again and encourage your friends to help 

too!  

If you’d like to come ‘on board’, then give us a ring 

to find out what you can do or pop into the church 

where there’s a book/roster to sign.  

Our Lucky Dip for children (located near the desk 

during the festival week) is always much-enjoyed but 

it won’t be possible unless we have lots of suitable 

donations of small gifts for this, so please get in 

touch with your offers either to us or to Tina Ayre. 

We are always pleased to receive ideas and 

suggestions about how to make the festival even 

more successful – please keep them coming! 

  

Heather and Royston Kershaw 01392 860419  Jean 

Brown 01392 861176  eastdevonarts@aol.com 

 

 

EGGS 

FREE RANGE EGGS 

FOR SALE 

At Ratcliffe Farm gate 

£1.25p/  ½ dozen    

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.5  –May 2014 
 

 

8 

 

 

 

THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

LEIGH GARDENS 

 

The Parish Council is intending to hold a working 

party at Leigh Gardens, in the centre of the village, at 

11am on Saturday, 10
th

 May following concerns 

that the area could do with a general spring clean and 

tidy-up. 

 

Although the flower beds themselves are looking 

particularly attractive at this time of year (due to the 

endeavours of Mrs Lucinda Ashworth) the rest of the 

area is looking a little forlorn. The Council is 

therefore hoping to make an improvement by 

clearing away any rubbish, cleaning the moss off 

paving stones, pulling up weeds etc. 

 

If you would like to help with this project, please just 

turn up on the day, or speak to any Parish Councillor 

or the Clerk beforehand for further details. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk (tel 01392 861062 

 

 

 

                                               

Thorverton Branch 2014 

 
A Branch meeting will be held on  

 

Tuesday 13
th
 May at 7 pm                                                            

at the Exeter Inn. 

 
All members are cordially welcome to discuss 

forthcoming events. 

 

Peter Furneaux 

Chairman/Secretary 
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MOBILE LIBRARY 
New arrangements from April 2014 

The service provided in Thorverton will be 

monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays 

between 3.35 and 4.20pm. 

Dates for the next few months are: 

May 8
th 

June 5
th 

 

 

 

 

Cadbury Fun Run,  
 

Saturday, 10th May 
 

This very popular local charity fun run and walk is in 

aid of Cadbury Church and the British Red Cross.  

 

The event starts and finishes at Fursdon Coach Hall;  

 

Registration is at 1.30pm for a 2.30pm start. 

 The entry fee is £5, children under 16 £2, and dogs 

£1. 
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Parish Church Services and News 
MAY 2014 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 4 May 2014 Easter 2 
 

10:00 am Service With A Smile & ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 

 Adjourned Meeting of Parishioners  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore  DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres   JD 
 

 

Sunday 11 May 2014 Easter 3 
 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  JD  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DD  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne  DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham DC 
 
 

 

Sunday 18 May 2014 Easter 4 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke DD  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Cadbury DC 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Poltimore Lay Led 

10:00 am Family Service of the Word Festival  Thorverton  Lay Led 

& Christian Aid Service Joint with Baptist Church                                        Rev Maurice Harrison 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  MSS 
 

 

Wednesday 21 May 2014 
 

09:30 pm Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  DC 

 

Sunday 25 May 2014 Easter 5 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham   DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres JD & DC 

10:00 am Service of the Word    Upton Pyne   Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word    Rewe    Lay Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Cadbury   DD 
 

 

Tuesday 27 May 2014 Rogation Tuesday   Rogation Ramble 
 

06:15 pm Short Service   Thorverton   DC 

 6:30 pm walk to Fortescue Farm along old the railway line.  Bring a picnic-drinks will be provided 

 

Thursday 29 May 2014 Ascension Day  Mission Community Services  
 

07:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne  DC 

 
 

Sunday 1 June 2014 Sunday after Ascension Day  
 

09:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile ☺ Brampford Speke Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore JD 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe MSS 

06:30 pm Service of the Word   Newton St Cyres JD 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

 
Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 
Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

on page 1 for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: Mon 5 May  No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church  

  Tues 6 May  Stoke Canon school not Chapel 

  Mon 26 May No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer            Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841672 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader-in-Training 01392 841753 

 

Associate Ministers  

CH Revd Christopher Hughes       AS Revd Alan Simpson  

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson      HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org   

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter  
Looking Up……. 

When fishes leap in silver stream, 

                                                                                          

And forest bees are humming near,  

                                                                                                 

And cowslips in boys' hats appear…. 

.                                                                                                 

We then may say the May is come.  

John Clare, “May” 

 

As John Clare tells us in his beautiful poem, May is a 

lovely month, full of the promise of summer.  In the 

Church year we are celebrating the season of Easter, 

rejoicing in Jesus’s resurrection, and we will be 

remembering Jesus’s ascension into heaven.  

Ascension Thursday is 29
th
 May this year and we will 

be celebrating it at Upton Pyne Church at 7pm.  Do 

come along and join us. 

It’s strange in this modern world, where we are aware 

of what is up there in space, to think of Jesus 

physically ascending into the clouds as we are told in 

Luke chapter 24.  And yet we live in a world in 

which up is thought of as so much better than down. 

Singers want to be at the top of the charts, athletes 

want to be on top of their game, and students want to 

be at the top of the class. Everyone would rather have 

an up day than a down day. When the stock market 

rises we celebrate but despair when it crashes down. 

We work to climb, not to descend the career ladder. 

We hear and read about mountain climbers but not 

much is said or written about valley descenders.  

Little children delight in showing us how high they 

can jump. 

In fact we all spend a lot of time, don’t we, 

metaphorically jumping up and down like little 

children, thinking if we jump hard enough, high 

enough, and fast enough we can touch the moon. 

This can often involve us in comparison, 

competition, and judgment of some kind. We 

compare ourselves and our lives with other people 

and their lives. We compete with each other 

believing that for us to ascend the other has to 

descend or at least not jump as high as us. If we are 

not careful we can fall into the trap of increasingly 

judging ourselves and one another. We fill our lives 

with busyness hoping to climb to new heights. A life 

of self-ascension keeps us always searching for the 

next high.In fact it is only through the ascended Jesus 

that we can live truly ascended lives. 

The ascension of Jesus completes the resurrection. 

The resurrection is victory over death. The ascension, 

however, also lifts humanity up to heaven. Jesus’ 

ascension seats human flesh, your flesh and my flesh, 

at the right hand of God the Father. We can now 

partake of God’s glory and divinity.  The ascension is 

in fact more about letting go than it is about reaching 

and grasping. The question for us is not, “How do we 

ascend?” That has already been accomplished. The 

question is: “What pulls us down?” 

What do we need to let go of? Fear, anger, or 

resentment often weigh us down. The need to be right 

or be in control is a heavy burden. For some self-

righteousness, jealously, or pride is their gravity. 

Many of us will be caught in the chains of 

perfectionism and the need to prove we are enough. 

For others it may be indifference or apathy. Far too 

many lives are tethered by addiction.  Gravity takes 

many forms and I wonder, what is the gravity that 

denies you Jesus’ ascension? The gravity that keeps 

us down is not creation or the circumstances of our 

lives. Gravity is not around us but within us. The 

very things that hold us down also point the way to 

ascension. Our participation in Jesus’ ascension 

begins not by looking up but by looking within.  

Perhaps we can all do a little bit more of that as we 

contemplate the beauty of nature in our gardens 

during this lovely month of May. 

With my best wishes to you all 

Sue Sheppard 

Baptist Church  

Resurrection Life 

 

Yes I know that Easter was two weeks ago but it IS 

the most significant date in our Christian calendar 

and so perhaps we can pause for a moment to think 

about the event once more. 

 

Do you remember that historic day in 1967 when 

American astronauts landed on the moon?  A link 

was set up to enable President Nixon to speak to 

them. I remember shouting at the TV set when he 

said "This must be the greatest event since creation!" 

 Having been brought up by his mother as a Quaker, 

he should have known better than to forget the 

Crucifixion and the Resurrection, which Christians of 

all backgrounds have been preparing to 

commemorate these last few weeks 

 

I enjoy studying what lawyers have said about the 

Resurrection and have built up quite a collection of 

quotes.  Here are two of them.  The first is from Lord 

Lyndhurst, widely recognised as one of the greatest 

legal minds in British history.  He wrote:" I know 

pretty well what evidence is; and I tell you, such 
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evidence as that for the Resurrection has never 

broken down yet." 

 

The second is from a former Chief Justice of 

England, Lord Darling. He said:" There exists such 

overwhelming evidence, positive and negative, 

factual and circumstantial, that no intelligent jury in 

the world could fail to bring in a verdict that the 

resurrection story is true." 

 

On a personal level, I well remember my elation as a 

student in the 60s listening to Professor Norman 

Anderson OBE QC LLD Hon DD FBA, Professor of 

Oriental Law in the University of London and 

Director of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies. 

 He brandished his little book "The Evidence for the 

Resurrection" in the air as he spoke.  The hostile 

students who had come to our Christian Union 

meeting were dumbfounded. He may not have won 

them all over but they could hardly accuse him of 

being an intellectual lightweight for his Christian 

beliefs. 

 

Another lawyer, Frank Morison, wrote a famous 

book "Who Moved the Stone?"  He set out with the 

firm intention of demonstrating the resurrection 

accounts were false, but as he engaged with the 

evidence he changed his mind.  In the end he had to 

call his first chapter "The Book that Refused to be 

Written".  The rest of the volume sets out a 

compelling case for what he had first thought was 

impossible - the gospel claims were true. 

 

On that first Easter morning a woman stood before a 

garden tomb weeping.  Mary Magdalene was a 

former prostitute, a woman from a deeply disturbed 

background.  Jesus had miraculously turned her life 

around, bringing her peace and stability.  In the dim 

light of early morning, her eyes filled with tears, she 

failed to recognise the Risen Lord standing in front of 

her until he spoke her name.  Then she responded 

"Master!" 

 

A week later, a somewhat cynical disciple called 

Thomas was still refusing to believe his colleagues 

who claimed that Jesus had appeared to them. But 

when Jesus showed himself a second time, offering 

Thomas proof of who he was, the disciple could only 

cry out "My Lord and my God!"  Jesus' response 

was: " Because you have seen me, you have believed; 

blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed." 

 

That, of course, means us. 

Maurice Harrison  

 

Ladies Group 
 

The meeting for May will be a games night at Beryl 

Grace's house on Thursday 8th May at 7.30pm.  

 

June meeting is our barbecue, so lets hope for 

good weather this year!  It will be in Margaret 

Swaffield's garden, nextdoor to Beryl Grace's in 

School Lane at the earlier time of 6.30pm on 

Thursday June 12th.  Please ring Beryl on 

860489 with your choice of food to bring. 

Elspeth Holmes 

 

Women's Institute 
Unfortunately, we were unable to have our talk about 

Vintage and Couture Fashions on April 1st, but hope 

that we can arrange to hear it at a later date.  Instead 

we passed around some bits and pieces which had 

been brought to the meeting.  We were shown several 

pieces of old lace, a velvet sash, a heavy velvet belt 

encrusted with marcasites and an Art Deco buckle 

from a 1920s wedding dress. 

 

Some beautiful brooches had been entered in the 

competition and we were interested to hear the 

history of some of them; several of them were very 

old. 

 

We finished the evening with a word game, a draw 

and refreshments. 

 

Paddy Milford 

Chatter Café  
Can You Help? 

Over the last few months Chatter Café has been hit  

by several unforeseen events.With 

great regret I announced that it would be closing. 

 Out of the blue someone offered to help and so the 

decision was reversed. 

 

Chatter Café started 7-8 years ago. It was only meant 

to be open for June and July of that first year but 

continued until Dec. Every year since it has started in 

March and ended with a party in December. It is 

open from 2-30 to 4pm at the WI Hut. 

  

I feel that Chatter Café is an important part of 

the village as it allows people to communicate with 

others that they would not necessarily see. It is lovely 

to see people laugh  and exchange ideas.  

Chatter Café is open to male and female, young and 

mature and if more than 1 male attends they are able 
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to have their own table, to discuss what ever it is that 

men discuss. 

  

I am not asking anyone to make a permanent 

commitment but if you could help every now and 

then I would be very grateful. It would mean I 

wouldn’t have to worry if I was ill or on 

holiday...........plus, after 7-8years I wouldn’t mind an 

odd Monday off ! 

  

If you are male or female and feel you could help, or 

just make the odd cake, please contact me on   

( 01392) 966836. 

  

Yes that number is right. I would like a £1 for every 

time it has been queried. �  

  

Sylv Gregory 

Legal Eagle 
Historically, the judiciary and academics have 

expressed differing views on doctrine of joint 

enterprise. 

 

However, in A,B,C and D [2010], Lord Justice 

Hughes stated that, in the vast majority of cases, the 

courts should do no more than simply consider the 

ordinary principles of secondary participation (see 

Focus articles March/April). 

 

 

His Lordship went on to illustrate the three different 

types of situation where a joint enterprise could be 

found: 

 

(a) Where two or more people join in 
committing a single crime, in circumstances 
where they are, in effect, joint principles. 

(b) Where one person aids and abets another to 
commit a single crime. See April edition of 
Focus for details of the case involving Linda 
Crampthorne and Sanjay Patel. Mr Patel 
aided and abetted Ms Crampthorne in 
carrying out the fraud. 

(c) Where two people participate in one crime 
during the course of which one of the two 
commits a second crime which the other 
had foreseen he might commit. 

 

In December 2012 the Crown Prosecution Service 

published their guidance on charging decisions and in 

doing so adopted the views of Lord Justice 

Hughes,with the result that a situation which does not 

fit into one of the above categories should not be 

charged as a joint enterprise. 

 

The liability of a party to a joint enterprise for a 

crime committed by another party to the enterprise is 

based on knowledge or awareness of the risk that an 

offence might be committed. 

 

In Bristow [2013], D and a co-accused were 

convicted of unlawful act manslaughter. They, and at 

least four others, had burgled a secluded farm, 

belonging to V, the intention being to steal heavy 

vehicles. All were aware that they would have to 

drive the stolen vehicles down a single track in poor 

lighting in order to escape. As they were driving 

away, V tried to prevent them and was run over by at 

least one of the vehicles. The scientific evidence 

suggested that V had probably been hit by more than 

one vehicle. D denied all involvement in the killing 

of V and appealed against his conviction for unlawful 

and dangerous act manslaughter. The appeal was 

unsuccessful; all the participants could be guilty of 

joint enterprise unlawful and dangerous act 

manslaughter on the basis that they would have 

foreseen that a further offence might be committed 

during the course of the burglary. 

 

The liability of a party to joint enterprise unlawful 

and dangerous act manslaughter can be contrasted 

with that of a party charged with a joint enterprise to 

murder. In A,B,C, and D, the four parties to the joint 

enterprise had planned to attack the victim in his 

home, to beat him, but did not intend to cause him 

serious harm. No weapons were used and it was 

unclear which of the four had struck the blow which 

resulted in V’s death. All four were convicted of 

murder. On appeal, the Court of Appeal held that 

before a participant to a joint plan to inflict less than 

serious bodily harm could be convicted of murder he 

must foresee that someone, whether identified or not, 

might intentionally kill or cause gbh. In the absence 

of evidence of a plan to kill or cause grievous bodily 

harm, there had to be evidence of an awareness on 

the part of the accused that another party to the joint 

enterprise might intentionally kill or cause gbh. In the 

absence of such evidence there was no joint 

enterprise to commit muder. 

 

As there is no mens rea requirement for unlawful and 

dangerous act manslaughter there is clearly no 

requirement, in the case of a joint enterprise, for the 

accused to have foreseen the mens rea of the 

principle party. 

 

 An accused may escape liability if he effectively 

withdraws from the commission of the offence. 

 

This gives rise to the question, what is an ‘effective 

withdrawal‘? 
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In Gallant [2010], the victim had CS gas sprayed in 

his face, was attacked with a hammer, run down by a 

van and then stamped on and kicked. The accused 

admitted that he had srayed the CS gas and had 

punched and kicked the victim but claimed that he 

had left the scene before the others became involved. 

The accused was convicted of murder but appealed 

on the ground that the judge had failed to adequately 

direct the jury on the issue of withdrawal. The Court 

of Appeal upheld the conviction on the grounds that 

the accused had never claimed that he had 

withdrawan from a joint enterprise; what the accused 

was suggesting was that there had never been a joint 

enterprise. 

 

Whether a withdrawal is effective is a question of 

fact and degree for the jury. In Grundy [1977], the 

accused gave burglars information to assist them in 

carrying out a burglary and then tried in vain for two 

weeks to dissaude them from breaking into the 

premises. The Court of Appeal held that the attempts 

at dissuasion were evidence of withdrawal which 

should have been left to the jury. 

 

Whatever the method of withdrawal claimed by the 

accused, it must be voluntary so the fact that that the 

accused is arrested prior to the plan being carried out, 

does not count as an ‘effective withdawal‘.  

 

This article brings to an end our look at some aspects 

of our Criminal Law. Next moth we shall return to 

Consumer Law and look at some recent cases and 

changes proposed by The Consumer Rights Bill. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Golf Society  
Sunday 23

rd
 March 

 The weather was threatening but mainly sunny, cold 

and blowing a gale but despite this we had 12 golfers 

turn up to take part. 

The winner today was David Whalley with 18 points 

and a handicap cut, Scott Hasler second scoring 16 

points and Nigel Augstburger was third with 15 

points. Simon Ette brought up the rear with 6 points. 

The  winner of the Donna-y trophy was Simon Ette, 

who on the first tee was having a practice swing with 

his newly acquired driver. It must be longer than his 

old one as he managed to hit his own bag. 

 

Sunday 6
th

 April 

A cloudy day with rain in the air, but apart from 

some light drizzle it stayed mostly dry until just after 

we had finished. We only had 8 hardy golfers today. 

The  winner  today was Phil Oram with a magnificent 

score of 24 points. This earned him a handicap cut of 

3.5 shots. Put in perspective it was double the score 

for second place of 12 points that was achieved by 

Steve Gidley, John Mann and Phil Beasley. Simon 

Ette brought up the rear with 4 points. 

The Donna-y trophy and the award for the shortest 

drive both went to Paul Richards. On the 6
th
 tee he 

went straight into the trees just to the right of the tee, 

was preparing to reload when somehow the ball 

reappeared back onto the fairway. Next on the 7
th
 tee 

he went straight into the rough (still short of the end 

of the tee), found his ball and took a further 3 shots to 

get it back onto the fairway. 

 

Good Friday 

This is GSPOT’s birthday and the 10
th
 time we have 

played at Newton St Cyres on Good Friday. There 

was an excellent turnout of 18 golfers enjoying 

glorious sunshine. 

The winner was Jamie Chappelle (son of Jim) with 

19 points and a handicap cut of 5 shots, second was 

Mark Cummins with 18 points and a 2 shot cut, with 

John Mann third with 17 points and a 1 shot cut and 

joint fourth were Ken Galvin and Dave Whalley both 

with 16 points and a half shot cut. Bringing up the 

rear today was Simon Ette with 5 points. 

We had extra competition as well today, longest 

drive on the 5
th
 and nearest the pin on the 9

th
 in three 

were both won by Jamie Chappelle and nearest the 

pin on the 7
th
 was won by Sheila Ball. 

The Donna-y was awarded to Dave Whalley for a 

feeble attempt to win the two’s pot. He hit a great tee 

shot on the third hole and had a putt of about 3 feet, 

which he left a good foot short.  

The dates arranged for May are Sunday 11
th
 for the 

first round of the singles knockout, and Sunday 25
th
.                                         

The dates for June are Sunday the 8
th
 and Sunday 

29
th
 which will be the pairs competition.                                                

All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter 

Inn. 

G S Potter 
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Thorverton Country Show/Family 
Fun Day 
 

 

 

 

 

We would like to say a very big “thank you” to 

everyone who has supported our events during the 

past year. 

 

We have held an Easter Bingo, Christmas Bingo, 

Holly Masquerade Ball, started a monthly Bingo 

session, and of course organised the Family Fun Day. 

 

As a Committee we have now taken the decision to 

call “time” on the organisation which has brought 

you the Country Show for many years, as we don’t 

feel it is financially viable to continue with that 

event.  The cost of organising the 2-day Show and 

the unreliability of the British weather! mean that we 

risk a significant loss each time we run the event. 

 

However, a number of the Committee are keen to 

arrange another Family Fun Day this year, so we are 

transferring the Country Show funds to enable this to 

take place, and we are hoping there will be enough 

support for the Fun Day to form a new committee to 

take this on and make it an annual event…   

 

This year’s Fun Day will take place on 7
th
 June at the 

Memorial Hall, with free entry and lots of activities 

for the whole family including Homecraft 

competitions, archery, bouncy castle, bungee run, 

children’s entertainer, treasure hunt, a chance to meet 

reptiles and snakes with Dartmoor Reptiles, craft 

sessions and the ever popular Family Dog Show.  We 

are also inviting local crafters and traders to have a 

stall at very competitive rates and there will be live 

music throughout the day.  You can see details of the 

Fun Day on our new website, 

www.thorvertonfunday.co.uk. 

  

If you are interested in being involved in the Fun Day 

please contact Caroline Taverner on 01392 860069. 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club   

  
The clocks have gone forward , we have lovely light 

evenings and hopefully lots of warm, sunny days 

ahead,  so a great time to be  getting your tennis 

racket out after the winter. If you are not already a 

member now is the time to think about joining – 

come along to a taster session and try us out.  

Thursday evenings and Sunday afternoons are 

general club sessions, and you can also play midweek 

during the day on Tuesday mornings and Friday 

afternoons(see our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.com for more 

information about club sessions and contact details 

for our membership secretary Laura Leigh) Coaching 

with our club coach Toby Harradence is also 

available. 

For our members the summer match season has 

started, with league matches underway, and a 

programme of internal club matches programmed. 

Junior member Tom Baber is making great progress 

in our club singles league and now ranking at number 

2 overall. Congratulations Tom! 

So dust off your rackets and come and enjoy our 

courts with their beautiful views over the Mid Devon 

hills! 

Recipe 
 Chick Peas with Spinach  
 

110 gm dry chick peas soaked overnight or one 

400gm tin  

450 gm spinach washed and chopped  

4 tblsp tomato puree 

2 oz butter or marge or olive oil  

1 tsp salt  

1 tsp sugar  

1/2 tsp ground black pepper  

1 tblsp ground cumin  

 

Cook chickpeas in boiling water until tender (if using 

dry), drain. 

 

Add spinach to saucepan with chickpeas in and add 

1/2 pt water, tomato puree, butter, salt, sugar, black 

pepper and cumin.  

 

Stir well and bring to boil Simmer until most of 

liquid has evaporated. Chill to eat as a salad or eat 

warm with rice or couscous-- delicious! 

Sustainable Crediton  

Nature Notes 
 

The mainly dry and sunny weather at the end of 

March continued into April making it really feel like 

spring this year. Swallows arrived at Raddon Court 

on 12
th
 April and House Martins were spotted around 

the 16
th
. May is the main month for bird nesting 

activity and perhaps like me you have already spotted 

a nest or two. The Bluebells are fantastic at 

Northdown Wood so If you have not been to yet, go 

very soon. 

 

http://www.thorvertonfunday.co.uk/
http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.com/
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Every year I usually find a Wrens nest in the garden. 

This year I have found two Wrens nests, the first one 

spotted on 11
th
 March, built in a crook of our 

Corkscrew Hazel Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’ and 

partially concealed by ivy. The second nest is much 

further down the garden and built in the base of 

where a native Hazel Corylus avellana grows out of 

the hedge. Both nests are a beautiful sphere of moss 

with a circular entrance hole. Robins have built a nest 

beneath the Perspex roof of our ivy clad car port. To 

and fro they went carrying dried leaves, pieces of 

what looked like paper and then moss. On 15
th
 April I 

was investigating a plant in our hedge and noticed a 

loose clump of moss that did not look quite right. A 

closer look revealed a disturbed nest with a broken 

piece of eggshell and a whole egg. I should have 

gathered up the egg for identification because when I 

returned the next day it had gone.   

 

On 1
st
 April I stumbled across a large Grass snake 

tightly curled in the remains of a bonfire in the 

garden, close by where I’d seen the slender Grass 

snake I mentioned last month. Later in the day I 

showed my husband where I’d spotted the curled up 

Grass snake only to discover the slender one with the 

goldish coloured collar was there instead, so now we 

have two. Three days later I found the two snakes 

curled up together and again the following day. For 

the snakes, it is a sunny sheltered spot with some 

protection from a tangle of twigs and branches not 

touched by flame. We then went on holiday and on 

return have not seen the snakes, but less than a foot 

away from where the snakes basked I have found a 

Morel fungus, probably an edible Common Morel, a 

fungus whose fruiting body is found in late spring.  

 

Lin Balkwill and I have done another walk in 

Northdown Wood to see the changes. It is such a 

beautiful place and full of surprises every time we go. 

As we approached the gate to the wood we heard a 

Blackcap singing and this continued throughout the 

walk together with other birds such as the Nuthatch 

and Song Thrush. Just inside the gate and elsewhere 

in the wood we found Moschatel, a symbol of 

Christian watchfulness because four of its five 

flowers point to the four cardinal points and the fifth 

points to heaven. Along with the carpets of Bluebells 

we found Bugle, Yellow Archangel, Sweet 

Woodruff, Wood Spurge, Early Purple Orchid and 

other spring flowers. There were many large 

Bumblebees about, flying among plants and leaf litter 

at ground level and nectaring on Bluebells and 

Archangel. Within the crack of the mossy trunk of an 

Ash tree, almost at its base I found what at first I 

thought was a small poo but on closer inspection was 

a cocoon with an exit hole. Below this I found 

another cocoon, a completely different type and I 

could see the pupa inside. It was so lightweight I 

could tell this pupa was also empty. These will be of 

the making of moth larvae as in almost all moths the 

pupa is enclosed in a cocoon. Just yards further along 

the path we came across a baby Blackbird, still 

having its baby beak and fluffy tufty down on its 

head but otherwise covered in feathers. Earlier on we 

heard a parent Blackbird making its distress call and 

we wondered what was up. As we neared the end of 

the circular woodland walk I stooped to take my 

camera out of my rucksack and Lin exclaimed a deer 

had emerged and run off above us, a large Roe deer 

and I missed it!        

          

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Great War Centenary 
  
THE THORVERTON SEVENTEEN 

As national remembrance of the Great War comes 

closer, the Editor has asked for a repetition, update 

and expansion of the previously published details of 

the seventeen men (and woman) whose names are 

inscribed on the Memorial in our churchyard.    This 

time the approach will be chronological rather than in 

order of listing on the monument. 

 

1914 Oct 30.    The first to die, at Festubert in France,  

was  Herbert Knapman,  one of the twelve children of 

Richard, a carter, and his wife Emma, who moved 

from Zeal Monachorum, where Herbert was born, to 

(now disappeared) Dandyland and then to Cann’s 

Cottage, Raddon.  He was at the School from 1899 to 

1909, and in 1911 he was working as a cowman at 

Ratcliffe Farm.   That he was killed so early in the 

fighting, before volunteers had even been trained, 

and that he had already been promoted to the rank of 

Lance Corporal in the Devonshire Regiment indicate 

that he must have joined the army as a Regular before 

the War began.  Aged 19, he was reinterred later at 

the Canadian Cemetery No 2, at Neuville St Vaast. 

 

1914 Oct 31.    Sergeant William Bishop, of the 6
th
 

Dragoon Guards, died a day later, aged 21.  His was 

probably only an acting (temporary) rank, since he 

appears in the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission records as a simple Private.    Born in 

Scotland in 1893, he was admitted to the school here 

in 1906, after his father, Sergeant-Major Bishop, was 

posted from Plymouth to run the North Devon 

Yeomanry at Brookside, in Silver Street.    

He followed his father into the army and was serving 

as a Bandsman in the Dragoons in South Africa in the 

census of 1911. He is one of the nearly 55,000 

soldiers missing in action in Flanders whose names 

are inscribed on the Menin Gate at Ypres in Belgium. 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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1915 Mar 9.   Driver Harry Coren, a son of Harry and 

Alice, grew up in Thorverton.   He was at the School 

from 1895 to 1902.  At the census of 1911 he was, as 

was his father, a rabbit trapper.   Early in 1915 he 

joined the Royal Field Artillery and was “stricken 

down with pneumonia” while training in Portsmouth.  

He came back to convalesce and died at home, with 

his mother beside him, and was buried in the 

churchyard, aged 25.    Neither he nor his siblings 

were baptised in the Church and his funeral service 

was taken by the Baptist Minister, which suggests 

that the family were non-conformists. 

 

1915 May 13   James Knapman– registered at birth in 

1893 and in military records as Robert James – was a 

brother of Herbert. also born at Zeal.   In 1911 he was 

a farm labourer living at home in Raddon.  Four 

years later he was a Private in the Royal Marines 

Light Infantry and was one of over 500 men lost 

when H.M.S. Goliath blew up in the Dardanelles 

after being torpedoed by a Turkish destroyer.   

His name was inscribed on the Royal Naval 

Memorial in Plymouth   His parents had now lost two 

sons in seven months. 

 

1915 Jun 17.   Dorothy Mary White was born in 

1894, a daughter of John Wheaton and Jessie 

Toogood White, of Willow Park.    She became a 

V.A.D., a nurse in one of the Voluntary Aid 

Detachments that were associated with the British 

Red Cross.     Stationed at No 4 Temporary Hospital 

at Topsham Barracks, she contracted a fatal illness 

and died in June 1915, aged 21.    All blinds were 

drawn in the houses and business establishments of 

Thorverton while the funeral was taking place, and 

“the coffin was borne to its last resting place by eight 

soldiers and a sergeant of the Royal Field Artillery 

stationed at Topsham Barracks”.   She is thought to 

be the only woman named on a Great War memorial 

in Devon. 

 

1915 Sep 25.   Private William Langabeer was born 

in Thorverton in 1896, the son of William, a 

shepherd at Bidwell and later at Raddon Court, and 

his wife Eliza.    He was a pupil at the School from 

1902 to 1910.  He later trained as a plumber and 

house decorator, and when the War began he was 

“the first in this parish to answer his country’s call”.   

He served in the 8
th
 Battalion Devonshire Regiment 

as officer’s servant to Lieutenant Dodgson.   Both 

were killed at Loos in September 1915.  Neither body 

was ever found.    

 

1915 Sep 27.   Private R.E. Langabeer was William 

Langabeer’s cousin.   Born in 1895, the son of 

Richard, a farm labourer, and Jessie, he was named 

Richard after his father, but in the School records and 

on his grandparents’ gravestone he appears as Ernest, 

which must have been the name he was known by 

(and by which he should surely be remembered on 

Remembrance Day).   He served in the Grenadier 

Guards initially and was then transferred to the 1
st
 

Battalion Welsh Guards.    In October 1917 his 

parents heard that he had been wounded at Loos.   

In fact he had been killed on September 27
th
, two 

days after William.   They are commemorated on the 

same Loos Memorial to the missing. 

 

1915 Nov 25.   Francis Frederick Yeandle was a son 

of the Yeandles who farmed Bidwell.  He was born 

in Somerset in 1897 but spent much of his boyhood 

in Thorverton, although at school elsewhere.    

Locally he had served as a Volunteer with the Royal 

1
st
 Devon Yeomanry, who were mobilised when the 

War began and soon despatched to Gallipoli.   Under 

the heading “Yeoman Killed in the East”, the Exeter 

and Plymouth Gazette published an article in 

November 1915:  Corporal Yeandle had been in 

charge of a squad when a shell burst over them;  

“One of the men fell wounded in the arm and breast, 

saying “I am hit”.  Frank Yeandle replied, “So am 

I,” and died in a few moments, a piece of shrapnel 

having entered into his lungs.   His grave is in the 

Lala Bala Cemetery in Turkey. 

 

1915 Dec 20.   By far the oldest serviceman on the 

Memorial was Private William May.      A mason by 

trade, he was a married man in his late forties with 

six children.   He nevertheless quickly joined No 8 

Supernumerary Company 2
nd

/5
th
 Battalion 
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Devonshire Regiment, a unit of the National Reserve.    

He was soon hospitalized in Falmouth with a lung 

complaint which eventually caused his death at the 

age of 49.   According to the Western Times, “The 

military authorities are burying the deceased with 

military honours”.  This was done back at 

Thorverton, but the gravestone in the churchyard is a 

conventional “family“ one, since the standard 

military grave seen in all war cemeteries was not 

designed until some years later. After William’s 

death his widow and large family had a difficult life 

financially. 

 

1916 Jul 1.    Cecil Victor Beddow’s  connection with 

the village was fairly brief in that the family had 

moved here only four years earlier, when his father 

became the local doctor and he had lived here only 

during the several months that he had been a day-boy 

at Blundell’s.    He enlisted in the Inns of Court 

Officers Training Corps in London in 1914 and was 

commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 

Devonshire Regiment in March 1915.    He was one 

of the 10 out of 23 officers in the 2
nd

 Battalion who 

were killed on the First Day of the Somme.     He was 

buried at the Serre Road Cemetery No 2, near Albert;  

a photograph of this gravestone can be seen online.    

He is commemorated not only in Thorverton but also, 

perhaps unusually, in three other places:  at 

Blundell’s, at King’s School, Worcester, and on the 

King’s School window in Worcester Cathedral 

Cloisters. 

 

1916 Jul 1.   Lance Corporal William Henry Cann 

was a son of Harry and Emma Cann and had been a 

pupil at the School from 1897 to 1899.   He had been 

working as a waggoner in Thorverton in 1911 but 

probably became a Regular soldier soon afterwards, 

since by October 1914, before volunteers had yet 

arrived to fight, he was already, as a newspaper 

reported, “home again on furlough, recuperating 

from the effects of a bullet wound received in the 

shoulder about a fortnight ago”.   He clearly 

recovered, only to be killed, aged 30, together with 

about 200 Other Ranks of the 2
nd

 Battalion 

Devonshire Regiment in the same Somme attack as 

Second Lieutenant Beddow.    He is one of the over 

70,000 British and Empire soldiers without known 

graves commemorated on the massive Thiepval 

Monument in France. 

 

1916 Oct 16.   Private William Knapman was the 

third son that Richard and Emma lost.   He was a 

Regular soldier who had served with the Devonshire 

Regiment in India and Egypt before the War.    

On leave from France in November 1915, he married 

Alice White of Newton St Cyres, and the Western 

Times printed photographs of the bride and groom 

under the heading, Khaki Wedding at Thorverton.   

Less than a year later the same newspaper used the 

same photo of William in reporting his death two 

years to the day after that of his brother Herbert.    

He came through that First Day of the Somme but 

three months later he died of wounds received 

through shellfire only hours before the 2
nd

 Devons 

were withdrawn from the frontline for rest.   His 

grave is at Méaulte in Picardy. 

 

1917 Oct 4.   Private Richard Way of the 1
st
 Battalion 

Devonshire Regiment was the youngest son of John 

and Jane Way.  He left the School in 1911 “to work 

on Farm”.   He was killed in October 1917 just a few 

weeks after attending the funeral of his father in 

Thorverton.   He is commemorated on the Tyne Cot 

memorial in Flanders as one of the thousands who 

went missing in the Ypres Salient from August 1917 

onwards.    

 

1918 Aug 19   In the churchyard is the grave of 

Private Holsgrove, of the Devonshire Regiment.    

This was William Frederick, a son of William, a 

waggoner, and Mabel.   He was born in Cadbury 

parish in 1899 and moved with the family to 

Thorverton in 1908.   He was at the School till 1913, 

after which he worked for local farmers.   He died, 

aged 18, in Salisbury, presumably while still in 

training..    No newspaper report has been found of 

his death and, strangely, the burial is not recorded in 

the church registers.   

 

1918 Sep 2.    Identifying Private W.Jones, of the 

Royal Irish Fusiliers, finding his connection with 

Thorverton, and discovering where and when he died 

was quite a problem, since there was no trace of a 

Jones family here in registers or other normally 

helpful documents.    Moreover the Commonwealth 

War Graves website which provides basic details of 

those killed showed, startlingly, that over 1100 men 

called W.Jones had lost their lives between 1914 and 

1918, which made the search daunting.   

But eventually it was established beyond doubt that 

the Fusilier was Wallace John Jones, who had been 

born in Plymouth in 1899, the son of another Wallace 

Jones, then a bookseller but several years later 

employed by the White family of Willow Park as a 

gardener and manservant.    Wallace junior died near 

Ypres at the age of 18, and his remains were later 

reburied at the Wulverghemlindenhoek Road 

Cemetery nearby.   Whether he ever actually came to 

Thorverton between the arrival here of his parents in 

1917 and his death in September 1918 is not known.      

 

1918 Sep 2.   Lance Corporal Frank Langabeer was 

the elder brother of William Langabeer and the 

cousin of Ernest Langabeer.    He was born in 

Shobrooke in 1889 but grew up in Thorverton.    

He served with the 1
st
 Royal Devon Yeomanry 
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throughout the Gallipoli campaign and then in Egypt 

and Palestine.    At home on leave in June 1918 he 

married Annie Wood, of Tiverton.    Four months 

later, still with what was now designated the 16
th
 

(Royal Devon and Royal North Devon Yeomanry) 

Battalion, he was killed in France.   A newspaper 

reported:  “He is highly spoken of in a sympathetic 

letter which the relatives have received from the 

Captain, who described deceased as a very 

conscientious and cheerful N.C.O.”.   He and 

Wallace Jones werethe last of the seventeen to die in 

action, on the same day, 2
nd

 September 1918, only 

five weeks before the Armistice. 

 

1919 Jan 5.   Private John Ralph White died after the 

the War was over.   He was born in 1895, the brother 

of Dorothy, of Willow Park.   Always known as 

Ralph, not John, he attended Blundell’s and then 

started to train as a chartered accountant before 

joining up.    Not yet having gone abroad, he was still 

a Private in the Devonshire Regiment when he was 

struck down in January 1919 by what a newspaper 

described as “spotted fever”.   He died in the Military 

Fever Hospital in Whipton, and his coffin, too, was 

brought back to Thorverton – on a gun-carriage - by 

the Royal Field Artillery.    He and Dorothy share, 

with their parents, a family grave towards the top of 

the churchyard.    

 

These were the seventeen of the parish who, 

according to the Memorial, “laid down their lives 

during the Great War, 1914-1918.”.   Of these, all 

but two had long connections with Thorverton, and 

twelve had been pupils at the village School.   Only 

three were married and only one left children.  Six 

were not yet 20 years old, ten were in their 20s, one 

had just reached 30, and there was one aged 49.   

Five died through illness in England without seeing 

or hearing a shot fired in anger.  Of the others, some 

may indeed have laid down their lives gallantly and 

positively.   Most doubtless simply lost them, 

reluctantly. 

 

However they died, the grief of their nearest and 

dearest here in Thorverton must have been heart-

rending.   When the Memorial was finally unveiled in 

March 1920 “the parents of most of the fallen heroes 

stepped forward and placed beautiful floral tributes 

on the memorial”.  It was surely the parents who 

suffered most. 

 

                                                Ian Stoyle 

 

 

 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
March 2014 Newsletter 

 

If you are plus you can 

join! 
 

Annual membership is £5 per person. Full details of 

our 2014 programme available on our website 

(details below) or from the Club Secretary 

 

 

MONDAY WHIST (Fortnightly) 
Whist Afternoons are fortnightly at St Mary’s Church 

Hall Silverton commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee 

£2 includes a raffle ticket, tea & biscuits (sometimes 

cake!).  Do come along, it is easy to learn and keeps 

the brain active!  An enjoyable afternoon assured! 

 

DATES OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

(Bookings - First come first served!) 

 

Thursday 15
th

 May - Dartmouth & South Devon 

Coast Cruise. Departing Silverton 0930 (Ruffwell 

0935, Rewe 0937, Stoke Canon 0940) we head for 

the historic town & port of Dartmouth where you 

have 3 hours to explore its bustling narrow streets, 

Castle and shops before departing on the newly 

restored WW11 heritage ship – Fairmile for a 2 hour 

cruise.  Inclusive cost £15. 

Wednesday 20
th

 August – Cats at the Princess 

Theatre Torquay.  Afternoon matinee performance 

of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s record breaking smash 

hit musical like no other.  Coach leaves Silverton 

1130 (Ruffwell 1135, Rewe 1137, Stoke Canon 

1140).  Inclusive cost £25.  Early booking 

recommended. 

2014 CLUB HOLIDAY - NORTH WALES: 02-07 

JUNE (6 Days/5 Nights) 

Staying at the 3* St Kilda Hotel Llandudno with a 4 

course dinner and nightly entertainment with 

excursions to Anglesey, Conway, Port Meirion, the 

Electric Mountain, National Slate Museum and a 

stunning steam train ride from Caernarfon to 

Porthmadog. Holiday price £375 includes five nights 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast, all excursions and 

admission prices. Single room £15 extra. 
 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further 

details of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 
South West Holy and Ancient Wells – 

Laurence Hunt 

 
Laurence developed his interest in holy wells whilst 

on holiday in Cornwall as a child where he was able 

to walk and explore the area – West Penwith was the 

first he ever visited. 

 

Although described as wells, most sites are actually 

springs. They often have simple structures over them, 

mainly to protect them from cattle and leaves. Few 

records exist of their building. 

There is evidence of offerings being made at these 

sites and this might go back to prehistoric times. 

There is evidence of offerings being made at 

Glastonbury and some are sites of pilgrimages. 

A clean source of water has always been important, 

although water from some wells has health beneficial 

mineral content. 

 

The Malvern area has many wells and the water is 

very pure with a low mineral content. Schwepps used 

to bottle Malvern water but the bottling plant is now 

closed. 

 

Madron, in Cornwall is a well with a chapel near to 

it. The chapel is allegedly Celtic and this is a site 

where  rags are hung on trees – visitors drink the 

water or wash the infected part of their body and then 

hang the rag in the trees – when the rag rots away 

then their illness is cured – Laurence described this 

as a bit “new age”. In 1640 a man who had been a 

cripple for many years visited the well and drank the 

water. He was cured and able to join the army. Sadly, 

while serving in the army he was shot and killed. 

The water in Alternon well near Bodmin was used to 

cure madness – the sufferers were knocked into the 

water until they were cured. 

 

At Pelynt, near Looe, a farmer removed the stone 

bowl from the holy well and bad luck befell him until 

he returned it.  Water from St Keenes well was drunk 

by couples getting married – the first to drink from 

the well became the boss of the household. 

Wells are often sited near to churches or chapels and 

this is the case at nearby Shobrooke. Mention of the 

well first appears in parish records in 1576 but there 

seems to be little evidence of which came first, the 

well or the church. 

 

At Sampford Courtney there is a sadly neglected well 

near the church and there are several wells near the 

church at Crediton. 

 

Victorian vicars created some odd structures over the 

wells and an example can be seen at Sheepstor on 

Dartmoor.At Beare near Killerton there is an 

elaborate structure but this was built in the 19C by 

the Ackland family. The spring has been flowing for 

many years prior to the building. St Nectans well at 

Hartland is dedicated to the Celtic saint who was 

beheaded 

 

.Beheading was also the fate of St Sidwell in Exeter – 

the St Sidwell area had a lot of springs which fed the 

underground passages. The original one is thought to 

be near St James railway station. 

 

The Lady well at Sticklepath was a very reliable 

source of water that never ran dry. Leach well at 

Totnes was associated with medicinal properties.  

 

Lidwell chaple, near Teignmouth is now a ruin but 

was once a substantial building that stood on a 

pilgrimage route. Legend has it that the resident 

monk allegedly robbed and killed some of the 

travelers and threw their bodies down the well.  

There are many other local  sites and clearly clean 

water has always been an important resource  

 

Robert Turner    
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A Lane in France...take two 
Re-bonjour à tout le monde!  

 

After last month’s article, I have been persuadée to 

continuer with all the latest gossip français and news 

from Picardie. I hope that you have all been trying 

some cuisine française. 

 

My teaching year has now officially fini, so it’s been 

a week of good-byes, games and gateaux. I must say 

that this year has gone incredibly quickly, but 

nonetheless I have had some great expériences that I 

will never forget. One of the best has been the chasse 

au trésor – treasure hunt. Who would have known 

how enthusiastic a group of 22 adolescent garçons 

aged 19-20 would be at 8am on a Friday?! There 

were riddles placed in various places around the lycée 

that they had to work out in order to find the correct 

réponse and get the hidden treasure. They all did very 

well considering it was all en anglais and was a great 

way to end a great year. 

 

As for Emily’s English Club, which I organised every 

Friday lunchtime, we had a good game of ‘stick the 

name of someone famous on your tête and try to 

guess who you are,’ which went down very well. 

Each week we learnt about different aspects of 

Britain such as ‘politeness,’ ‘weather,’ ‘the Tube,’ 

‘sports’ and ‘strange traditions’ in a fun, friendly 

atmosphère (well, as fun and as friendly as learning 

dreaded English can be at least). One of the best 

reactions was that towards Marmite, the strange, 

brown salted condiment which made the little 

Frenchies squirm and say “c’est horrible, je déteste 

ça!” Only the British seem to enjoy the delights of 

“you either love it or hate it”... 

 

Continuing with reactions françaises, as I said in my 

dernier article I have found that oh là là is not used 

in a connotative mannière, but as a way of expressing 

boredom, tiredness or dissatisfaction. However, there 

are more excellentes expressions françaises such as 

“oh, la vache!” (literally Oh the cow, or Oh my 

gosh!) or my personal favourites being the reactions 

de mes élèves when I speak to them en anglais – 

quelle horreur – “Ben (bah), (*insert theatrical 

French shrug with over dramatique hand gestures*) 

je ne sais pas Emily,” or the excellent franglais such 

as “this is très hard and difficile.” It must be said that 

the first words I learnt when in France were all the 

French swear words thanks to the students cursing at 

the thought of having to s’exprimer en anglais – 

aren’t kids lovely – mais que je suis méchante!  

 

Life away from the school will be difficle, and I will 

miss Martinis and quatres types de fromage pendant 

l’après-midi in the library with the professeurs, 

saying “hello” more than 50 times chaque jour, 

English Club 

Ma classe 

préféré 

Ma classe préferée 
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pretending to be one of the Queen’s relations and 

being spotted on my bicyclette in town by numerous 

students, but saying aurevoir isn’t saying adieu. 

 

A year abroad definitely makes you learn how to not 

only cope on your own, but to cope with possibly 

difficles or désagreables experiences, par exemple 

talking to the head teacher, setting up a bank account, 

going to hôpital and the dentiste (yes, I did have root 

canal surgery at a French dentiste), or talking on the 

phone to train companies to get your money back. 

However, it IS possible NOT impossible, so if you 

ever get the opportunité to mess up your brain by no 

longer being able to think in anglais, by dreaming in 

français, and finding it easier to find les mots 

français rather than their English counterparts, all I 

can say is go for it!  

 

 

... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Je  vous laisse quelques recettes françaises pour ton 

recueil. 

Amusez-vous bien et vive la France! Liberté, égalité, 

fromage... 

Madeleines  

 

These delicieux little gateaux will be sure to tickle 

your tastebuds (after this year of French I am very 

impressed with myself for remembering this 

expression!) They are eaten as a little appetiser with a 

café in the afternoon or at the weekend and are very 

easy to make so pourquoi pas give them a go? The 

only specifique piece of equipment that you need is a 

Madeleine mould (which you can buy in cooking 

shops). You can either buy the traditional metal 

moulds (in which case be sure to grease them before) 

or the popular silicone equivalents which are easier to 

push out the cakes after. It’s votre choix!  

 

Ingredients  

2 eggs   150g butter 

1 zest of a lemon  150g sugar 

½ a tspoon of baking powder  160g flour 

 

1) Preheat the oven to 210C 

2)  Melt 150g of butter. Add 150g of sugar, 160g of 

flour and 2 eggs and mix well in a large bowl.  

3) Add the lemon zest to the mixture 

4) Put the mixture in the Madeleine cases – make 

them just over half-filled but not fully filled or else 

the mixture will spill out.  

5) Put them in the oven for 10 minutes on a medium 

shelf. Pull out when they are just golden but not 

overcooked. Leave them to cool a little then servez-

vous!  

 

Choux salés   

 

These are the savoury equivalent to the choux 

pastries from last month and are a great snack to have 

for the apératif or when you need an extra nibble in 

your lunch box. 

 

 Ingredients  

60ml water  50g butter 

60ml ml  75g flour 

3 eggs   100-150g of Gruyère cheese 

(or a strong sort) 

 

1) Put the water, milk and butter in a pan and heat 

over a medium heat until they start to come to the 

boil (do not overheat but let it get hot enough 

nonetheless). Take off the hot plate when hot enough. 

2) Put 75g of flour in a bowl  

3) Add the flour to the hot mixture and mix hard. If it 

is hard to mix put it back on the hot plate 

4) Add 3 eggs at a time, gradually mixing each one 

thoroughly. This requires some muscle power so 

make sure you eat your spinach before attempting! 

5) Add pepper and cheese and mix together. The 

cheese should melt nicely 

6) Put baking paper on a baking tray and use to two 

teaspoons to carefully spoon the mixture onto the 

paper. The little balls of mixture should be equally 

spaced out. 

7) Put in the oven and bake at 180C for 20-30 

minutes. They should be nicely risen and golden-

brown. Bon appétit!  

 

Thanks to Géraldine Picot, physics and chemistry 

teacher, from whom I learnt the art of cuisine 

française and to whom I will be forever grateful. 

Bisous.  

 

 Emily Lane  

 

  

A little bit of Angleterre en 

France 
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Exeter Chiefs 

Your Focus correspondent decided that it was time to 

see for himself how well our local lad, Jack Yeandle, 

is playing with the Exeter Chiefs.  So, there I was 

behind the goal for the match against Sale.  Sadly, I 

think that I chose the wrong match to report upon 

  Sale ran out comfortable winners 55-12; and Jack 

was substituted early in the second half.  Sale were 

simply the better team all round on the day: their 

tackling was more reliable, their passing more 

accurate and their attacking play had more edge. 

 

The fact that I chose the wrong match shouldn’t 

detract from what has been a great season for Jack.  It 

is not every village of Thorverton’s size that has 

produced a Premiership player.  Jack was a credit to 

the team too, taking the time to sign autographs and 

pose for photos after the match, despite the obvious 

disappointment. Next year, Jack... 

 

Church Week Refreshments 
The team still needs help so that it can again provide 

excellent refreshments during Church Week in May.  

The refreshment team relies totally on donations, and 

over the past two years has realized that to make the 

“restaurant” run smoothly they need to do their own 

shopping whenever possible. So, if you feel you can 

offer a donation please either drop a donation in to 

Mary Thomas, Jean Brown or Royston Kershaw in 

an envelope clearly marked “Refreshment Team” or 

call Anji Hartnell~Todd on 07925429235 or Mary 

Thomas on 01392 860730 and they will arrange to 

collect it from you. 

 

If anyone would be so kind as to bake a cake or 

provide a dessert that would also be much 

appreciated. 

 

Finally, there is the staff rota - is there anyone who 

would like to join the happy band of volunteers? 

Please contact Mary Thomas or Anji Hartnell~Todd 

if you can help. 

Anji Hartnell-Todd 

 

Football Club 
Both teams have almost completed their league 

fixtures despite many lost weekends in January and 

February.  For the first team this included 5 games in 

11 days from mid-April.  The last home matches for 

the first team are on  Wednesday 30th April at 18.45 

(against Hatherleigh) and for the second team on 

Saturday 3rd May at 15.00 (against Exmouth 2nds) 

and on Tuesday 6th May at 19.00 (against Sandford). 

 

  Both teams are very respectably placed, indeed, the 

second team could even sneak promotion if results go 

their way. 
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The Garden in May2014 
 

 ‘Now is the month for Maying’ but gardeners 

beware as this can be a treacherous month for the 

unaware for the weather can be changeable and has 

not yet settled into its summer pattern. So, tempting 

as it may seem, do not plant out your tender annuals 

until much later in the month. A good friend of mine 

said, “It looks like we are going to have a 

‘Blackthorn winter’,  wait until after the Franklyn 

frosts around the 20
th
 May.” So, if you are new to 

gardening, this is sound advice and wait patiently 

before you put out tender bedding as they can get 

‘nipped in the bud’. 

 

There are, however, plenty of jobs to be going on 

with and as everything begins to grow on and gather 

speed, so too do the weeds and this is an ideal time to 

have a good ‘blitz’ on them, now they are becoming 

visible and other plants have not yet got into full leaf 

or height. Another very good job to tackle is edging. 

A fine edge will hide a multitude of sins and although 

it is of course much better to tackle your wayward 

garden areas now, we haven’t all got the luxury of 

time to do so. If this is the case, concentrate on the 

front of a border, especially the edge. This will at 

least give you some time to play with until you can 

sort out the rest. 

 

Veggie gardeners are in full flow now and although 

they too must be careful not to plant out tender 

annual plants, there are many jobs remaining. 

Continue to turn over your soil and let in the air. 

Break up soil that is still in clods until you have a 

loose or fine tilth. In Devon, we have heavy clay soil 

which has a sticky consistancy, It is very rich in 

nutrients and is therefore good growing soil but its 

ability to cling together and dry out if not regularly 

forked over can make it difficult and awkward soil to 

manage. It has never been a compliment in Devon to 

be called a ‘Girt clod !!!’  

 

 In the vegetable garden, all the hardy annuals can go 

out. The wiley gardener will weather watch and 

outside seed sowing is greatly advanced if the ground 

has dried off but rain is not far away. A good test for 

seed sowing is if the soil will run through your 

fingers. If it is too sticky let it dry off a bit longer. 

Conversely, if the soil is very dry and there is no 

prospect of rain in the next week or so, seed sowing 

can be a waste of time unless you can water them 

during the dry spell. Seeds need moisture to 

germinate and if they start to germinate and then dry 

up through lack of available moisture they will die. 

You only get one chance and it is very irritating if 

you have to resow. 

 

 If you are new  to the delights of sowing your own 

seeds and are going to ‘have a go’, remember to dig 

over your soil very thoroughly and get what is called 

a ’fine tilth’. This is soil of consistently fine particles. 

Remember to be careful not to step on the soil,  

compacting it once it has been dug over; diggng 

backwards will help prevent this happening. Then 

make sure your ground is level by raking it over 

several times. At this point, pick up any pesistant 

stones which get in the way. Mark out a line with 

canes and string to give you a good straight line. 

Make sure the canes are firmly in the ground so they 

don’t move when you are sowing the seed; it is very 

irritating to find you have a ‘kink in your row. With 

the back of your fork, push the soil down along the 

line, approximately 1 to 2 cms deep. This gives a 

firm base for the seeds,many of which are tiny and do 

not need to be buried very deep. Then place your 

seed into this indent. First read the sowing distance 

on the seed packet if you are unsure, then very gently 

pull the soil back over the seeds trying  hard not to 

knock them out of position. Once covered, go back 

over  the row with the back of the rake and press 

down on the soil  to give contact with the soil and the 

seed. Then hope for a gentle shower of rain to 

complete the process. 

All root crops can be sown now, also pea seed or 

plants. It’s not too late for broad beans or getting 

your potatoes in the ground. A good tip is to earth 

them up staright away and also errect any supports 

when you sow or plant out. If time does not allow 

this to take place, you can always do it later and it is 

much more important to get things in the ground. 

They will not grow if they are still in the packet!! If 

you are growing fruit, make sure they are weed free 

around the base and that your summer raspberries are 

supported. If you are fortunate to have a fruit cage 

but haven’t netted it, put covering the fruit on your 

‘to do’ list for this month. There is no problem with 

birds until the fuit starts to ripen but it’s best to get it 

done when you have time. Rhubarb should now be in 

full production but remember only to pull the firm 

thick stems. If you only have thin stems, your plant is 

either starved and needs feeding or it could just be 

too young, i.e. under three years old, in which case 

leave it alone! 

 

Around the garden, generally be aware of new shrubs 

and trees drying out.This will be an important month 

for any new plantings as the  increased warmth will 

put them under pressure and without some TLC they 

can decide to stop growing and die on you after a 

good start; it’s easy to forget them.  Tie in new 

growth on climbing roses and cut back any suckers 

which grow from behind the graft and will not 

flower. If you are not sure, there are some tell-tale 

signs to help you - the wood is often of a paler green 
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      and they have either more thorns or less than the 

real rose! Prune back your clematis montana when it 

has finished flowering . The next year’s flowers will 

grow from this season’s ripened stems. You only 

need to prune this fast growing plant if it has 

outgrown its space and has become untidy. It is a 

truly wonderful plant for covering an eyesore, such 

as an oil tank but can become too enthusiastic! Don’t 

forget to support your herbaceous plants at this stage.                                    

 

Finally, to the lawn. This will get into full swing and 

you can gradually lower the cutting blade but do not 

be in too much hurry. If you have put down new turf 

or re-seeded an area, similarily to new shrubs and 

trees this is a vital month to keep them growing 

vigorously and the way to do this is by regular 

watering. Nature will usually help out but cannot be 

entirely relied upon, so be aware of the importance of 

this task if your hard work is to be rewarded.                                     

Other than this Neville, don’t forget to enjoy your 

garden and get out those deck chairs at the first 

opportunity. 

                            Happy gardening 

                                                      Lorraine Colebrook 

 

      

Poetry 
                         

Exercise 

 

It comes as a real surprise 

if you choose to exercise. 

 

Avoiding games is the rule 

that many follow while at school. 

 

Later on they find their feet 

by seeking what they like to eat. 

 

Too much and what they find 

is a great big fat behind 

 

Or a paunch which seems to say 

''what's in here has made my day. 

 

Avoiding exercise is the rule 

that many learn while still at school. 

 

Slimline Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

The (un-) Spotted Woodpecker 

 

Where from does this drumming come? 

On the sprintime's gentle air, 

Own up you beater of the drum 

Dare to show yourself somewhere; 

Perhaps you hide in the old oak's gash 

Elms are gone - threatened the ash; 

Chestnut may your cover be, 

Kindly show yourself to me; 

Every morning I scan the branches, 

Red, white and black, I hope for glances. 

 

Dormouse 

 

Deep in a Devonshire dell you hide, 

Out of sight where strollers stride; 

Remarkable is the home you weave, 

Moss with shredded bark and leave 

Oh how I would wish to find your lair 

Under its natural canopy there. 

Snug inside your offspring sleep, 

Earth's miracles - some secrets keep. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Rain fall Record 
Generally a fairly dry month in April, although three 

days (21
st
, 26

th
 and 27

th
) between them recorded over 

60mm (almost 21/2 inches) 

 

Cricket Club 
The Cricket Club has a full fixture list during May. 

High lights include first team matchs in the B 

Division of the Devon League on Saturday 3
rd

 May9v 

Barnstaple0/, Saturday 17
th
 May(v Stoke Gabriel)and  

Saturday 31
st
 May (v Braunton) and a fixture against 

Devon Seniors on Sunday may 25
th
 at 2pm.There are 

also games for Under 11s, Under13s,Under15s and 

the club second and third teams. A busy month 

ahead. 

 

This year’s overseas player is Daniel Beatty, Daniel, 

24 is from Marlborough in Queensland. He joins us 

as an opening swing Bowler and Right Hand Lower 

order bat. In Australia ha plays for the 2
nd

 x1 of the 

University of Queensland, based in Brisbane. Daniel 

is looking forward to his cricket in Thorverton and a 

fine English summer. 

 

His career record to date is: 

 

Matches: 125, Runs 1437, Batting Average 19.68 

High Score 70, Wickets 249; Bowling Average; 

16.38; Best Bowling 6 for 25 
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TARTS 
 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and 

Trampers 

TARTS walk Saturday 12th April 

 There were five of us that headed out on this walk 

starting from Newton Abbot, it was a walk that had 

been planned for earlier in the year but had to be 

cancelled due to bad weather. Fortunately this time 

we were blessed with perfect walking weather! We 

set out through the woods of Bradley Manor, in the 

care of the National Trust.  

.A quiet lane brought us to East Ogwell where we 

stopped in the grounds of the church for coffee in the 

sunshine. Going on to West Ogwell we stopped for 

lunch at the church there. The core of the church was 

built in 1300 but is now redundant and in the care of 

the historic churches trust. It still has some wonderful 

features including a medieval timber roof, 13
th
 

century triple sedilla, Jacobean pulpit and unusual 

Georgian curved communion rail. 

After lunch we headed out over fields towards the 

river Lemon, with some wonderful views of the 

surrounding countryside in the sunshine. We then had 

a relaxing stroll along the river back through Bradley 

Manor Woods to the cars 

 

 Tarts at East  Ogwell Photo by Mike Stannard 

 

Future walks and events 

Saturday 26
th
 April – walk led by Jerry and Anne. A 

local walk of a round 5 – 7 miles (depending on 

fitness/willingness of TARTS attending!) starting 

from Cadeleigh.  A few ups and downs and the 

opportunity to see Purple Orchids, a Heronry and an 

opera house.  

 

Meet outside Thorverton Church at 0930 as usual. 

Lunch at the Cadeleigh Arms at the end of the walk, 

bring drinks and snacks for the walk.This is the last 

walk in the current program, there will be a planning 

meeting at the Exeter Inn at 8.15pm on Monday 28
th
 

April to plan the next set of walks. 

 All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203). 
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The newly resurfaced car park -    Photos by John Spivey 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing:Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone:02072197037 By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mr Olly White 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Sarah Crawford 01392 860295 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663  web address www.thorverton.org.uk 
 

mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

 Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
 Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseann Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Events Secretary/bookings: Jeff Grace, tel 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
                                            Website: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton  & Exe Valley Community Choir   Anne Vardy  01392 861184 amvardy@hotmail.com  
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 861283 
 Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 
Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
 W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
 Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2014 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Brown bins                          b) General refuse and recycling 

      

May 6
th
 (Tues) and 19

th
    May 12

th
 and 27

th
 (Tues) 

June 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
    June 9

th
 and 23

rd
 

July 14
th
 and 28

th
     July 7

th
 and 21st 

 

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton will be monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates for the rest of 2014 are:  

May 8
th        

June 5
th  

July 3
rd  

July 31
st 

August 28
th
 

September 25
th  

October 23
rd  

November 20
th  

December 18th 

 

Flag Flying days in May 
 

9
th
 May  Europe Day 

 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2014 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@Gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

   

MAY 

Sat 3
rd

  Coffee Morning in support of the Exe Valley Practice, WI Hut, 10.00am to12.00 

Tues 6
th
  WI AGM, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

  Fun Day Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 8
th
 Annual Parish Meeting WI Hut 8.00pm 

Dolphin Group, Thorverton Arms 10.30am-11.45am  

Arts Exchange, “Personality”, Cubberley House, 8.00pm 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market Memorial Hall 9.30am-11am 

Working party Leigh Gardens 11am 

  Cadbury Fun Run from Fursdon Coach Hall Registration 1.30pm for 2.30pm start 

Sun 11
th
 Sunnymead Gas Up, from 10.00am  

Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7.00 for 7.30pm 

Mon 12
th
 Youth Group Discussion 21 Broadlands, 7.30pm-9pm 

Tues 13  Royal British Legion Branch Meeting, Exeter Inn 7pm 

Tues 13th - Sat 17th  East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church  

Thurs 22
nd

 Concert by Exeter Singers, Thorverton Church, 7.30pm 

Fri 23
rd

  History Society Douglas Rice – Tiverton’s Literary Connections WI Hut 7.30pm 

 The Thorvertones, Thorverton Arms, 9.00pm 

Sat 24
th 

 WI Market, WI Hut 10-11 am 

Tues 27
th
 Rogation Ramble 6.15 at church for short service, walk starts 6.30pm outside Thorverton Arms 

 

 

JUNE  

Tues 3
rd

  Fun Day Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 7
th
   Fun Day at the Memorial Hall 

Thurs 12
th
 Arts Exchange, “Deja Vu”, Stable House, 8.00pm 

Fri 27
th
   History Society Outside Visit 

Sat 28
th 

 WI Market WI Hut 10-11 am 

 

JULY 

Thurs 24
th
 Arts Exchange, ‘Clouds’ Dinneford Springs 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 26
th
   History Society Frances Griffiths – Recent work at Cadbury Castle and other Devon Hillforts 

  WI Hut 7.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 24
th
   History Society David Hole – The Eddystone Lighthouse WI Hut 7.30pm 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@Gmail.com

