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Editorial 
The Thorverton social circuit rolls on.  The Arts 

Festival was again a resounding success and in June 

we have the second annual Fun Day to look forward 

to.  These events don’t just happen.  They need a lot 

of planning and organising, not to mention the 

goodwill and attendance of a large number of people 

to make them happen.  I thank and congratulate those 

who play a part in their success.  I hope that the Fun 

Day will again be well supported, although I have to 

give my apologies in advance as I have to be away 

that weekend.  I shall, therefore, be relying on any 

reporters and photographers out there to capture the 

event for Focus. 

 

I hope that you will have read Ian Stoyle’s article on 

those whose names appear on Thorverton’s War 

Memorial, who lost their lives in the First World 

War.  (If you didn’t, by the way, you can look at back 

copies of Focus – right back to 2006 in fact – at 

thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com, a site maintained for 

us by Rob Purvis, which also includes a photo 

supplement of “Spring in Thorverton” which did not 

actually appear in the printed Focus.)  I am very 

pleased to be able to print the sequel to that article, in 

which Ian gives some details discovered through 

research that he has carried out into those who also 

served but were not killed during the First World 

War.  If you are able to help fill any of the gaps or 

provide further information on some of those where 

Ian’s research has so far only led to very sketchy 

information, I am sure that Ian would be pleased to 

hear from you. 

 

I hope that you will again find plenty to interest you 

in Focus this month as well as giving you 

information about recent events and events to look 

forward to.   

 

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor  
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Thorverton Parish Council  

Report of the May meeting of the Parish 

Council 

  

 
  

Parish Council AGM and the Annual Parish Meeting 
This was the annual meeting when the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, and also representatives to various village 

committees, are appointed.  Cllr Stuart Crang and Cllr Michael Ayre were re-appointed to the positions of 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively. There are however currently only eight members of the Council, Cllrs 

Bury and Thomas having resigned. The official Notice of Vacancy was still on display in the parish at the time of 

the meeting, and, depending upon the outcome of the vacancy notice, the vacancies may have to be filled by co-

option. 

 

The Annual Parish meeting was held this year in the W I hut and was attended by most Parish Councillors and 

several residents. Topics raised included the retention of village amenities, including the shop and the surgery, and 

these matters were considered again at the May Council meeting. 

 

Planning Matters 
Decisions:- (i)Ref 14/00099/FULL Erection of replacement dwelling. Rosepark Cottage, School Lane. Approved. 

(ii)Ref 14/00380/FULL Variation of condition (2) of planning permission 13/00960/FULL to allow the substitution 

of previously approved plans.  Little Hythe. Approved. 

(iii) Ref 14/01137/FULL/NMA for the erection of timber garage/office following the demolition existing garage. 

Hazel Cottage. Refused. 

Applications:-  Ref 14/00537/MFUL Demoition of agricultural buildings; redevelopment to form 20 dwellings 

(50% affordable), conversion of existing single storey building; formation of access and drainage structure works. 

Land and buildings at NGR 292868 101981 Silver Street. (Court Barton) 

 

Allotments 
One allotment has become vacant. If any parishioner is interested in taking this on, please see the notice elsewhere 

in Focus for further details. 

 
PCSO Roberts reported several burglaries in the local area, including the post office portakabin and several 

businesses in Newton St Cyres. She also mentioned that the rural police team had been reduced from three to two 

with the loss of the Bampton PCSO.  Cllr Cashmore said that residents should perhaps be reminded that non-

emergencies could be reported by dialling 101.  

 

Highways Matters 
Broken cobbles and the disturbed edging stone outside the Dairy had been referred to DCC as would loose cobbles 

opposite the ford and the bollard outside the church which had been knocked to one side.  There was no further 

information about Hulke Lane. Cllr Spivey undertook to produce a map of the parish footpaths for display. 

 

Parish Maintenance/Recreation Ground 
The Chairman thanked those who had helped tidy up Leigh Gardens and take the rubbish away. The Council would 

consider at the next meeting a suggestion for the planting of a permanent Christmas tree on Jubilee Green.  The 

Council is intending to purchase new items of play equipment for the Recreation Ground, using monies that have 

accumulated in recent years through the S106 scheme. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

Telephone: 01392 861062,  email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Letters 
From Tim, Martin and Wendy Pitts 

 

We would like to thank all who have supported us 

during these past weeks. 

 

Nothing could have prepared us for the news of 

Sharon's tragic accident. 

 

But we thank God for the love and practical help 

shown to us by so many people during this difficult 

time. 

 

Editor’s Note: Sharon, daughter of Martin and 

Wendy Pitts, was killed in a road accident on April 

26
th
. Sharon and her husband Tim Bridgman were 

cycling for a charity, Shelter Box, from northern 

Norway to the southern tip of South Africa, and from 

the tip of South America northwards. They had 

reached Bolivia when the accident happened.  

Sharon grew up at Upcott Barton, and went to 

primary school in Thorverton, then to Crediton.  

Many Thorverton people knew her. 

 

 

From Sylv Gregory 

  

Please note that there will be no Chatter Café on June 

2
nd

 as the WI members require their hall that day.  

The next open day for Chatter Café will be on June 

9th. 

  

 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
Update on developments 

We hear there are rumours that the Hall Committee is driving Mike Baldwin ‘like a slave from morning to night’ to 

produce all the drawings and detailed specifications for the planned improvements to the hall which are due to 

begin in August.  In fact Mike has voluntarily worked incredibly hard to produce the plans. The Committee is 

extremely grateful for all he has done and would like to say ‘thank you Mike’. His detailed specifications have now 

been sent to four builders, three of whom are local and one in Sidmouth. Tenders are due to be returned within four 

weeks and then the Committee will have to decide which one to accept.   

 

Some very welcome and generous offers of funding for the improvements have already been received and David 

Waldron, the treasurer, is busy seeking further funding. Meanwhile, as previously stated, the hall will be out of use 

from early August until the end of November but provisional bookings can be made for December onwards 

although it must be understood that sometimes building work takes longer than planned. 

 

Fun Day at the Hall 

June 7
th
 will be a busy day at the hall.  The Saturday Market and Big Breakfast will be followed by the Fun Day.  

Following the very successful and enjoyable event last year the organisers are planning another fun-packed family-

friendly day with lots of activities including a reptile encounter, rodeo sheep(!), various children’s entertainments 

and, of course, a dog show, and lots of other ways to enjoy a village Saturday afternoon. (See elsewhere in Focus 

for more details.) 
  

Using the Hall car park for recreation 

The car park is occasionally used for skate boarding, cycling and other recreations. The Committee is happy for this 

to happen when the hall is not in use provided no damage is caused, but asks that the car park should not be used in 

this way when there is anything on at the hall. 

 

THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

ALLOTMENTS 

An allotment has recently become vacant.  

 

 If you are interested in taking this on, please contact the Parish Clerk for further details.  The allotments are 

currently let at £10.00p.a., plus a deposit of £25.00, and are situated to the south of Broadlands, just off the garages. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk  

(01392 861062); email thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

mailto:thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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Notice Board 
 

TAG thorverton art 

group 
FRIDAYS FROM 25

TH
 APRIL  

09:30  

@ 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL 

HALL 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 
TRIAL WEEK FREE – JUST TURN UP!  

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
(usually Thursdays at 7.45 pm in church) 
 
June 19th 
July 3rd 17th 
July 10th 6.30 p.m. choir party 
  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

practices 
(Usually Mondays in school at 3.30 pm) 
 
June 16th and 30th 
July 10th 6.30 p.m. choir party 

 
  

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 cost £2.00 
 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep) 

 

Chatter Cafe 

Mondays from 2.30pm at the WI Hut 

 

(No meeting on 2
nd

 June though) 
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Thorverton Community Choir 
 

 

Bring out your  voices in 2014 

 

6 to 7pm   

at The Exeter Inn(Term time only) 

Everyone Welcome 

 

Learn lively, fun songs from around the world.  

Sing in harmony with family and friends      

Can’t sing? No problem 

Can’t read music? No problem 

No age limit  Drop in for a ‘taster’ 

Enquiries from Anne Vardy 01392 861184 

email: amvardy@hotmail.com 

 

 
Come to the theatre with 

 

Thorverton Amateur Dramatic Society 

to see 

 

NOISES OFF 
a comedy by Michael Frayn 

 

at the Barnfield Theatre 

 

on Friday 12
th

 September 2014, 7.30pm 
 

Tickets £12.60  

 

Transport will be available 

 

Please contact Cathy Williams 01392 860773 

by 1
st
 July  2014  

 
or come and see us on FUNDAY 7th June, 10.00am ~ 4.00pm 
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Thorverton PTFA presents 

 

Cash prizes!        QUIZ NIGHT food included in ticket price 

 

8pm Thursday 3 July 2014  

 
Come along for a fun evening and support your local school.  Create your own teams of 4-6 people or come on 

your own and make up a team on the night.  The ticket price of £5 per head includes food and a bar will be 

available throughout the evening.  Doors open at 7.30pm for 8pm start.  

 

Tickets are available from the school office or from the Thorverton Arms.  For further details contact Nic Fice at 

Thorverton Pre-school or Polly Byrne (861780). 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

 
Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545 

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in the area.  If you 

require transport contact one of the drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice as possible.  If you use 

the service a realistic donation towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  Payment is paid direct to the 

driver who issues a receipt.It may not always be possible to arrange a lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and 

cannot be expected to turn out on every occasion, although they will do their best. 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

Cadbury 

 

Festival of Bells and Flowers 

at 

Cadbury Church   
 

Saturday 5
th

and Sunday 6
th

July 

 
Visit our beautiful church decorated with seasonal flowers and enjoy some delicious 

home made refreshments 

 

Morning coffee from 10am  Afternoon tea from 2.30pm 

 

Bells ringing throughout the weekend 
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Saturday 13th September 
Thorverton Cricket Club 

Midday until late 
£3 entry to include a commemorative glass and programme 

8 ciders 12 ales 
Music all day 

Food and refreshments 
 

Parking available 
 

All proceeds are in aid of Memorial Hall, Cricket Club and Mother and Toddler group 
 

www.facebook.com/alloutfestivall 

 www.twitter/alloutfest 
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

JUNE 2014 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

 

Sunday 1 June 2014 Sunday after Ascension Day  
 

10:00 am Service with a Smile ☺ Brampford Speke Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore JD 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe MSS 

06:30 pm Service of the Word   Newton St Cyres JD 

 

Sunday 8 June 2014 Whitsunday 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton    JD 

10:00 am Family Service of the Word   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon   SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne  JD 

03:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Netherexe SS 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham    JD 

06:30 pm Cherishing Churchyards Service  Poltimore  DC 
 

 

Sunday 15 June 2014 Trinity Sunday  
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury  JD  

10:00 am Service of the Word    Poltimore   Lay Led  

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton  Lay Led  
   Joint with Baptist Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe  DC 

03:00 pm Baptism  Upton Pyne  DC 

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon  JD 
 

 

 

Wednesday 18 June 2014 
 

09:30 pm Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  JD 

 

Sunday 22 June 2014 Trinity 1 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  DD  

10:00 am Service of the Word Informal gathering  Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

10:00 am Family Service of the Word   Thorverton  Lay Led  

                                              Youth group & DC 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Upton Pyne  Lay Led  

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  JD & DD 

 Patronal Festival & Lunch  

11:15 am Service of the Word    Rewe Lay Led  

03:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Upton Pyne  DD 

 Regency Evensong with the West Gallery Choir 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DC 
 

 

 

Sunday 29 June 2014 St Peter’s Day           Mission Community Service & Farewell to the Revd Julia Dallen   
 

11:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke                        SS, JD & DD 

 Followed by Bring & Share Lunch 
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Sunday 6 July 2014 Trinity 3 
 

10:00 am Service with a Smile Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00am Service of the Word Bells & Flowers   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     DC 

10:00 am Service of the Word Summer Celebration  Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe    DC 

12:00 noon Baptism     Upton Pyne   DD 
 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young children especially in mind.  

They are informal and contemporary in style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without communion and are 

led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments. 

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy Communion, are 

contemporary in style and are often followed by refreshments. 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

on page 1 for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: No variations in June 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector  01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate  01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate  01392 841672 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader-in-Training 01392 841753 

 

Associate Ministers  

CH Revd Christopher Hughes  

AS Revd Alan Simmons  

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: Mrs Margaret Lowe 

[Administrator].  Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on 861173. 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

Parish Letter  
Follow my leader... 

 

If you every watched the series of programmes called 

'An Island Parish'  which was the Island of Sark in 

the last two series, you may remember the shepherd, 

David, and his pet lamb, Persil who followed him 

everywhere. He also had a wayward sheepdog called 

Poppy. David cared for his sheep like a good 

shepherd, and his flock, with Persil taking the lead, 

followed where he led. 

 

When you follow God's call you never know where it 

will lead you. I certainly didn't. You make a step of 

faith and hope you are following the right voice. 

When I first felt called to be a priest I lived in another 

deanery. I had never even been to Poltimore. God 

does not rush things and I had a chance, when we 

moved to Poltimore, to discover some of the gifts 

God had blessed me with for my life. I the went 

through a selection process and was accepted for 

training. At the time I was beginning my training, the 

two Benefices were joining together to become the 

Netherexe Parishes under the guidance of Douglas. 

Those of you in the churches will remember my 

tentative steps as I nervously began to preach and 

lead services. You were all very encouraging, helpful 

and forgiving. 

 

John and I recognised that if I was going to be 

working again, I would need to be freed from the 

demands of keeping up a large house and we looked 

to downsize. Having searched all through the Mission 

Community villages, we unexpectedly found 

ourselves moving to Silverton at the last minute. God 

had definitely arranged this, I had never even been to 

Silverton before but it was so well placed for access 

to the whole of the Mission Community. 

 

You have all celebrated my ordinations with me and I 

have got to know many of you while I have been 

here. We were quite sure we would always remain 

here. Wrong! God had other ideas and having spent 

nearly four years working in the Netherexe parishes 

as a curate, under the guidance of the best training 

incumbent in the Diocese (I was the envy of my 

fellow curates, because of Douglas' care), He is 

leading me on again. Douglas gave me the 

opportunity to put into practice the particular skills 

which I seemed to have, by focusing on just one 

parish for a few months. I am now being lead by God 

once more, to a place where those particular skills are 

needed. I had never been to, or even heard of Sark 

until this year. 

 

When we follow God's lead, we do not know where 

he will take us, but we do know that the journey will 

be good. I have been very blessed during my time 

working in the Netherexe parishes. You have all 

added to my life in very positive ways, you have 

taught me a lot and helped to shape the person I am 

becoming. I have loved working among you all, and 

John and I will miss all the friends we have made 

along the way. It is now time for us to pack up and 

follow the next step on God's journey for us, but as 

friends, we carry you all with us in our hearts and 

prayers. 

 

God does not only speak to me, he speaks to 

everyone. It is up to us to listen to his voice. He does 

not lead us form the things which we need, nor does 

he move us on without the things which we will need 

for the journey. He always travels with us on the 

journey, we must be careful not to wander off. 

 

I pray that your journey will be God led, that you will 

recognise God's call to you and take courage to 

follow him on that journey. Everyone's journey is 

different,  but no journey is all on the flat, there will 

be hills to climb and descents to be made, and 

without these the scenery would be very boring. 

Keep your eyes open and admire the scenery. You 

will find beauty in the distant views, both of where 

you have left and of where you are going to, but the 

greatest beauty will be seen right at your feet, close 

up. Do not miss any of it, either by trampling on it, or 

by not taking the next step towards it. John and I 

would like to thank you all for the part you have 

played in our journey through here. You have 

contributed to the beauty we have seen. 

 

If you are taking a holiday in the Channel Islands, we 

do hope you will take the ferry across to Sark for the 

day. The island is unique in many ways and worth a 

visit. It would be lovely to see you, so do come and 

say hello, we will put the kettle on if we know you 

are coming. At the time of going to press we do not 

have our new contact details, but we will let you 

know through the monthly church publication 'In 

Touch' when we do.                                      

 

Revd. Julia Dallen 
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Baptist Church  

(This article on Christian Aid is based on a talk given 

by Maurice Harrison at the Joint Family Service held 

in the Parish Church on Sunday 18th May 2014) 

 

"In this way everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, that you love one another.' 

 

These words from Saint John's gospel are among the 

last spoken by Jesus.  They are related in the context 

of the Last Supper, shortly after Jesus had washed his 

disciples' feet - an act of love if ever there was one. 

They are to be counted as part of the legacy the 

Master left to us. The one who at birth was placed in 

a borrowed manger and at the end of his life rode into 

Jerusalem on a borrowed donkey before being laid to 

rest in a borrowed tomb had little to leave in the way 

of this world's goods. Instead, he left a powerful 

message of love expressed in action. 

 

For far too long, Christians have hesitated between 

"preaching the gospel" and "feeding the hungry" but 

the concept of "holistic mission" leads us to conclude 

that both are at the heart of our message. They are 

like the two wings of a bird, or the two blades of a 

pair of scissors. Both are indispensable. 

 

A short Christian Aid video tells the story of Edile, a 

little lad from Columbia. He lives peacefully on the 

family farm until their way of life is brutally 

disrupted by armed men who force them to flee. 

 Edile's father is killed in the fighting and it is his 

grandmother who takes on the role of looking after 

the family.  They go through much suffering until 

they find a haven provided by Christian Aid.  There, 

Edile can live an ordinary life. He enjoys drawing, 

playing football, having fun with his friends.  He has 

found a safe place, a place without weapons - the sort 

of peaceful way of life, in fact, that we enjoy in 

Thorverton.  Here is an example of the good work 

being done by Christian Aid. 

 

From South America we turn to Africa.  You may 

have seen the Christian Aid clip shown on television 

which features a 12 year old girl from Congo.  She is 

at school with her friends one day when they hear the 

sound of gunfire. Rushing home, she gathers her 

three younger siblings and is then faced with a 

dilemma. Should they await the return of their 

parents, away selling their vegetables?  Or leave at 

once for a place of safety?  In the end they leave with 

the fleeing crowds and after two days and nights on 

the road are taken in by Christian Aid. "I thought we 

were orphans," she says, but in fact thanks to the 

efforts of Christian Aid they are reunited with their 

parents a year later. "I was so happy. Your donations 

made us a family again." 

 

Back in January the Archbishop of Canterbury made 

a visit to South Sudan which was something of a 

nightmare. The horror began as his entourage left the 

airport. Bodies were lying on both sides of the road, 

bodies which had lain there unburied for two weeks 

in temperatures of over forty degrees. The houses 

around looked normal enough but were in fact filled 

with dead bodies. When they arrived at the cathedral 

it was to find the bodies of the clergy. "And all 

around," said the Archbishop, "was the smell of 

death."   These were indeed shocking scenes for the 

English clergy but even for their South Sudanese 

colleagues accompanying them. It is significant that 

the person appointed to be in charge of the relief 

work in that country was their own Archbishop. This 

speaks volumes for the way the Church's role in 

relieving suffering is universally recognised. Once a 

year, in a unique effort, Christian Aid mobilises 

churches of every denomination and background to 

unite in this combat. 

 

Tragically, the horror of war is part and parcel of 

everyday life for millions.  In fact, the appalling 

statistic of 42 million displaced persons in the world 

due to armed conflict is a blot on the conscience of 

humanity. The conviction of Christian Aid and other 

relief organisations is that we cannot turn our backs 

on such suffering. We need to take action now.  Last 

year, 20 000 churches throughout the United 

Kingdom raised £12 million for Christian Aid.  When 

we give, we are sending people the message that they 

are not alone, that we are with them and that we will 

provide them practical help to rebuild their lives so 

that no one has to live in fear. 

 

In the Epistle of Saint James there is a telling little 

cameo about our failure to take practical action to 

help those in need. The apostle imagines a Christian 

service taking place attended by someone obviously 

without adequate clothing and daily food.  A pious 

believer addresses him:  "I wish you well.  Keep 

warm and well fed."  But St James adds that this 

well-wisher does nothing about his physical needs! 

 And his caustic comment is: "What good is that?" 

 To which we may add:  What good indeed? 

 

Which brings us back to the words of Jesus.  Our 

practical giving is the proof of our love. 

 

Even though Christian Aid week is officially over it 

is not too late to contribute if you have not been able 

to do so up to now. You can hand in your gift to 

Phyllis Langdon at Ferndale, 18 Bullen Street, or at 

the Post Office. Thank you! 

 

Maurice Harrison  
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Ladies Group 
 

June’s meeting is our barbecue, so lets hope for 

good weather this year!  It will be in Margaret 

Swaffield's garden, next door to Beryl Grace's in 

School Lane at the earlier time of 6.30pm on 

Thursday June 12th.  Please ring Beryl on 860489 

with your choice of food to bring. 

Elspeth Holmes 

 

Garden Club 
Upton Pyne and District Garden Club News  

 

Although unable to attend the Annual Show this year 

I understand that once again it was a resounding 

success and thanks as ever are due to Chris Grundy 

for her brilliant organisation and the usual valiant 

band of helpers without whom it would never run so 

smoothly.  

 

On Monday 19
th
 May Marie Taylor who lives in 

Belgrave Terrace in Upton Pyne came to give a talk 

and show pictures of the garden that she has created 

at the back of her house in the village.  Considering 

the small size of the plot the result has been amazing 

and includes a beautiful paved area laid with a 

circular affect, steps and lovely flower beds in which 

nearly all of the plants have pastel shades thus 

creating an aura of calm which she considers 

essential to balance the extremely hectic work 

schedule she has to contend due to her work at the 

RD & E hospital.  Although she did seek professional 

advice a lot of the input came from her and the result 

is quite stunning.   

 

Our next talk will be on Monday 16
th
 June at 7.30 pm 

when we will be having a speaker coming from the 

Bow Aquatic Centre to talk about “The Water 

Garden.” 

 

On Sunday 29
th
 June we are planning to visit Lower 

Ebear Farmhouse and Museum which is near 

Tiverton which will be open from 11.30am to 5pm 

under the Hospiscare Scheme and anyone interested 

in joining us can get further details from Pat Overton 

on 841 599. 

 

New members are always welcome and more details 

regarding the Garden Club can always be obtained 

from me on 861 205. 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
On the 19th September 2011 the Consumer Minister, 

Edward Davey, announced the Government’s 

intention to introduce a Consumer Rights Bill, the 

overriding purpose of which would be to, ‘streamline 

confusing overlapping legislation and regulation, 

and provide stronger consumer protection‘. 

 

So, how far have we come since Mr Davey’s 

announcement? The Bill is presently before 

Parliament and is wending its way through the 

Parliamentary process, First Reading, Second 

Reading, Committee Stage and has now reached the 

Report Stage. The Bill will be formally reported to 

the House of Commons by the chairman of the 

committee and any amendments to the Bill made in 

the committee will be considered by the House, 

which may make additional amendments if they are 

thought to be necessary. 

 

Following the Report Stage the Bill will receive a 

Third Reading. This is when the Bill is reviewed in 

its final form. The debate is confined to verbal 

amendments only, not the principles of the Bill. 

 

As the Bill was introduced in the House of Commons 

the Bill will then proceed to the House of Lords 

where it will go through a procedure similar to that in 

the Commons. This allows for reflection and 

criticism. In the unlikely event that the House of 

Lords rejected the Bill it would be returned to the 

Commons for consideration of the amendments made 

by the Lords. The Commons may accept or reject the 

proposed amendments, although attempts may be 

made to reconcile the areas where there is 

disagreement. 

 

In the event that the Lords accept the Bill without 

proposing any amendments, the Bill will receive the 

Royal Assent and will take effect immediately or at 

some future date specified in the Act. It is also 

possible that some sections of the legislation will 

come into force before others. 

 

If the Lords propose amendments to the Bill and 

these cannot be agreed with the Commons, the 

Commons can invoke statutory powers and present 

the Bill for Royal Assent without the agreement of 

the Lords. 

 

Parliament comprises the Monarch, The House of 

Lords and the House of Commons and, as can be 

seen from the above, all have a part to play in the 

enactment of legislation. 

 

As we have seen, UK consumer law is a patchwork 

of legislation and regulation. The aim of the 
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Consumer Rights Bill is to replace some, but not all, 

of the existing legislation. 

 

There are presently 12 Acts or Regulations detailing 

consumer rights; these cover general rules for 

consumer transactions, rules for goods, and rules for 

services.  In detail, the proposed legislation aims to 

update and clarify the law for: 

 

 Goods and services 

 Digital content 

 Unfair contract terms. 

 

So, for example, the Consumer Rights Bill when it 

becomes an Act, will replace those provision of the 

Sale of Goods Act 1979 that relate to business to 

consumer contracts. The business to consumer 

provisions of the Supply of Goods and Services Act 

1982 will also be replaced by the proposed 

legislation. 

 

The proposed legislation will replace the present 

Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts Regulations 

1999 and the existing provisions of the Unfair 

Contract Terms Act 1977 in so far as they relate to 

exclusion of liability in business to consumer 

contracts. 

 

The Consumer Protection (Distance Selling) Rules 

2000 are being updated to reflect the Consumer 

Rights Directive 2011/83/EU.  The Consumer 

Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008 

will remain in force but enhanced remedies for 

victims of misleading and aggressive practices are 

planned under separate legislation. 

 

So, when will the proposed changes become 

effective? As so often happens, the planned timetable 

has slipped somewhat and it is unlikely that the 

Consumer Rights Act for that is what the Bill will 

become , will be in force by the end of the year so 

probably, early 2015. 

 

Watch this space. 

 

Next month we will look at some recent 

contract/consumer cases. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Church Week Refreshments 
Wow! What a week! We raised over £3,000 - how 

awesome is that! And it’s all thanks to our amazing 

team of volunteers and all the people who so 

generously donated to the cause... Thank you all so 

much.  As many of you know, Mary Thomas did the 

most amazing job this year, organizing things as I am 

still away from Thorverton. She does not take praise 

easily and doesn't like people to gush.... but I don't 

care, it has to be said "Mary you are an absolute 

diamond!" It was a lot of hard work and Mary has 

given me strict instructions to be back in the village 

by next year! So I had better get a move on with my 

bungalow!!! 

 

It's so difficult to single out people for praise, I am 

always so scared I will miss someone out and that 

would never do, however there are a few people who 

have supported for many years with some of the 

larger items, Russell Powell, Exe Valley Farm Shop, 

John Mann, The Exeter Inn, Stephen and 

AlisonToogood, The Thorverton Arms, Waitrose 

Exeter, Graham & Pam Palmer, John & Jean 

White.... and while we are extremely grateful for 

these large donations, we are just as grateful for the 

smaller ones, every donation, of any size or shape 

helps us to achieve our final total. So please except 

our humble, but heartfelt THANK YOU everyone. 

We are a team and anyone who gives in any way, 

shape or form is part of that team, so together we  

 

 

 

raised a FANTASTIC sum of money for the upkeep 

of our lovely parish church. 

 

Well done everyone.... You were awesome! Our 

warmest wishes and grateful thanks. 

Anji Hartnell-Todd  

 

PS... The foreman came in and checked we were all 

doing our duties to the standards she set out at the 

very first Arts Festival, and I am pleased to report 

Ethel Sellick gave us endorsement and stamp of 

approval phew!, she has very high standards and to 

get the thumbs up from the "Boss" is indeed some 

accolade! such a lovely lady! we all adore her. 

 

Thorverton All Out Cider and Ale 
Festival 
Saturday 13

th
 September at the Cricket Club.   

 

Thorverton ‘All Out’ Cider and Ale Festival is being 

run to raise funds for three local causes, and no 

profits are being taken. We’re looking for local 

businesses to sponsor each of the twenty barrels – 

please get in touch if you are interested 

at thorvertonallout@yahoo.com or by calling Hannah 

Gleeson on 07952 476625. 

 

[This Cider and Ale Festival is the follow-up to the 

excellent beer and music festival – Thorfest – held 

last September.  It promises to be a great event and 

one that we shall have more about next month – Ed] 

mailto:thorvertonallout@yahoo.com
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Great War Centenary – Those Who Also Served 
 

 

 

 

 

In the archives of the local branch of the Royal 

British Legion are two poster-size Rolls of Honour 

on which are meticulously handwritten lists of the 

names not only of the small number of people 

permanently  remembered through the Memorial in 

the churchyard, but also of over a hundred men who 

served in the Great War and survived. 

 

The Rolls were produced by the S.P.C.K. for display 

in churches throughout the country to invite prayers 

for those who had gone to fight, though the public 

exhibition of names may also have been seen as a 

way of putting pressure on others who had not yet 

come forward to do their bit. 

 

There is a slight difference in the content of the two 

Rolls, in that most of the hundred appearing on the  

 

 

 

first had immediately recognizable local surnames, 

while several of the thirty on the second were harder  

to place at first sight.  For convenience sake, 

however, the names have been re-sorted 

alphabetically into a single list on the following page.    

The ranks they held show that a few were sailors (a 

Stoker, a Mate, a Boy, a Surgeon Probationer and an 

Assistant Paymaster), a 3
rd

 AM might have been an 

Air Mechanic 3
rd

 Class, and a great many were in the 

army, as Privates or equivalent, junior N.C.O.s, and 

the odd Quartermaster Sergeant, Staff Sergeant 

Major, or Lieutenant.    And several were Royal 

Marines. 

 

There was one apparent civilian, and three were 

assigned no rank at all. 
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Baker, Archibald 2nd Corpl 

Baker, Arthur Herbert Pte 

Baker, Francis  SSA 

Batten, G  Rifleman 

Batten, WH  (mate) 

Beddow, Cecil V* 2nd Lieutenant 

Beddow, Leslie  Lieutenant 

Bishop, Herbert  Pte 

Bishop, Reginald Pte 

Bishop, William* Pte 

Bragg, TWJ  Pte 

Butt, Daniel  Pte 

Cann, Fred  Pte 

Cann, H   Lce Corpl 

Cann, John William Trooper 

Cann, W*  Lce Corpl 

Coombe, Ernest  Surgn Probr 

Copp, G   Pte 

Coren, Harry*  Gnr 

Cummings, James Pte 

Davey, G  Pte 

Downing, F  Pte 

Dyment, Percy  Pte 

Dyment, Wilkie  SSM 

Edworthy, W  Pte 

Fisher, WW  Corpl 

Ford, RB  Pte 

French, Harold  Pte 

Gilpin, GH  Pte 

Gothard   Sergt Major 

Greenslade, CJ  Pte 

Greenslade, Fdk  Gunner 

Greenslade, GE  Bdr 

Greenslade, OF  Gunner 

Greenslade, Sid  Pte 

Greenslade, WG  Gnr 

Greenslade, Wm  Pte 

Halford, George 

Holsgrove, W*  Pte 

Hosegood, W  Driver 

Huggins, L  Pte 

Jefferson, BA  Driver 

Knapman, Herbert* Lce Corpl 

Knapman, James* Pte 

Knapman, S  SSCS 

Knapman, WJ*  Pte 

Landick, Ernest  Pte 

Langabeer, F*  Lce Corpl 

Langabeer, Frank G 3
d
 A.M. 

Langabeer, R  Pte 

Langabeer, Rd E* Pte 

Langabeer, William* Pte 

Lee, HC   Sapper 

Lightfoot, GH  Lce Corpl 

Matthews, J  Bombr 

May, George  Gunner 

May, IW  Pte 

May, William *  Pte 

Maynard, AN  Pte 

 

Maynard, James  Pte 

Maynard, WEJ  Trooper 

Melhuish, Arthur Pte 

Newcombe, Percival Gunner 

Newcombe, W  Stoker 

Nex, F   Sapper 

Nix, Charles  Pte 

Nott   Gunner 

Palmer, C  Pte 

Palmer, F  Pte 

Parker, Leonard  Pte 

Phillips, Lewis  Pte 

Phillips, Stephen  Pte 

Pinhey, Sidney  Pte 

Pitts, George  Pte 

Pitts, T   Pte 

Pring, Victor  Pte 

Prowse, Percy H  QMS 

Rashleigh, E  Trooper 

Rashleigh, L  Trooper 

Rawle, CD  Pte 

Rawle, Cecil W  Pioneer 

Rawle, Percy  Pte 

Rawle, RWL  Sergt 

Rawle, Stanley  Lce Corpl 

Rawle, WL  Pte 

Ridler, EJ  Lce Corpl 

Roberts, TH  Cpl 

Rowland, WJ  Sergt Major 

Rowland, WJ  Pte 

Saunders, A  Pte 

Sellick, J  Sapper 

Sharland, AT  Corpl 

Sharland, Richard Pte 

Shaw, CCC  Major, M.D., B.S., I.M.S. 

Shaw, FB  Lieut 

Shaw, John Herbert The Revd, C.F. 

Stoneman, William Pte 

Tett, William  QMS 

Tree, Harry  Pte 

Tree, Herbert James  

Trump, Harry  Pte  

Tucker, Ivan Arthur Pte 

Uglow, ED  Corpl 

Uglow, J  Corpl 

Way, J   Sapper 

Way, J   Pte 

Way, Thomas  Boy 

Way, WH  Pte 

Webb   Sergt Major 

White, Dorothy Mary* VAD Nurse 

White, Ralph*  Pte 

Whyatt, F  Trooper 

Williams, JT  Pte 

Woollatt, RH  Lieutenant 

Woollatt, FL   

Yeandle, Frank*  Corpl 

Yendall, Robert  Sergt 
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The 1911 Census was expected to show that most of 

the people on the Rolls would have been present in 

Thorverton three years before the War began   Yet of 

the roughly 130 of them, only just over 50 had been 

here at that time.   These were made up of several 

Langabeers, Greenslades, Ways and Canns 

(including Lance Corporal Harry Cann, who would 

eventually be the longest-serving member of the local 

branch of the Legion), and too many others to name 

individually. 

 

Another 20 or so had appeared as youngsters in the 

earlier censuses of 1901 or 1891 but by 1911 had 

grown up and moved away:   just as examples, Ernest 

Dart was a waiter in London, George Greenslade, 

Leonard Parker and Robert Yendall were in the 

Royal Marines, William Knapman was in the army 

and Stephen Phillips and WH Batten in the navy, 

George Pitts was a rabbit-catcher in Somerset, 

William Stoneman a miner in Wales, Edwin Ridler a 

wheelwright in Bristol, and James Way and William 

Edworthy a railway engine cleaner and a bread hand 

respectively in Exeter. 

 

Most of those who had been included in the censuses 

had been pupils at the School.    So, too, had others 

who were not included.   The Baker family had been 

living at Up Exe at the time when attending, as had 

George Halford.    The Bishops had been in 

Thorverton during their father’s posting here as 

Sergeant-Major to the Yeomanry, and the Hills 

during their father’s time as the local policeman. 

The total of former pupils was nearly 60. 

 

About 40 of the men had neither been here at earlier 

censuses nor attended the School. Several must have 

settled here between 1911 and the beginning of the 

War.   Dr Beddow had come in 1912;  Cecil, the son 

who was killed, had spent very little time here, and 

Leslie, his elder brother, can have been at most an 

occasional visitor.   Sergeant-Major Webb had 

replaced Sergeant-Major Bishop by 1914.   The 

Vicar, Revd J.H.Shaw, had become the incumbent 

only in 1915.    

 

He himself joined up in 1917 as a Chaplain to the 

Forces, and his own name appears in the bottom 

right-hand corner of the large “local” list, almost as a 

signature.    Perhaps he himself was responsible for 

the careful penmanship.   Virtual proof that it was he 

who posted the lists in the church is that the first two 

names on the list of people less connected with the 

village were Lieut FB Shaw and Major CCC Shaw, 

M.D., B.S, I.M.S.    These were his brothers.   They 

may never have been to Thorverton, yet he would 

earnestly have sought prayers on their behalf.   Then 

the next two names, Lieut R.H.Woollatt and 

F.H.Woollatt, turned out to be his brothers-in-law, to 

whom the same would have applied.   

 

(Major Shaw’s “M.D.” suggests that he may have 

been Mentioned in Despatches, but since “I.M.S.” 

was a normal abbreviation for the Indian Medical 

Service it is perhaps more likely that he was a doctor 

in the Royal Army Medical Corps.) 

 

Mr HC Bailey, the only civilian, was the current 

Baptist Minister, appointed in 1914.   The printed 

history of the Baptist Church states that during the 

War he felt a sense of strain and decided to give up 

the Pastorate, but was persuaded to stay on for 

another year.   It is therefore unlikely that he actually 

served in any capacity, but the Sergeant and Corporal 

Bailey whose names were joined with his were 

doubtless his sons. 

 

The Beddows, the Shaws and one at least of the 

Woollatts were the only army officers shown and 

were only very loosely linked with Thorverton.    

Edwin Beedell, that Assistant Paymaster, and Ernest 

Coombe, the Surgeon Probationer, were local men 

who had been to private schools and become junior 

officers in the navy.   One former pupil from the 

village School was also commissioned in the navy:   

a newspaper of July 1917 reported that “Lieut. WH 

Batten, of Thorverton, was one of the officers on 

leave from the Vanguard when the disaster occurred 

to her”.   (n.b., Vanguard had exploded in Scapa 

Flow;  over 800 men had died;  Lieut. Batten was 

very lucky.) 

 

Perhaps Lieut. Batten’s promotion had not yet been 

earned when he was entered as a “(mate) “ on the 

Roll.    This may also apply to the description of 

“Sergeant-Major” Gothard.    He was the young 

Bombardier Joseph Gothard, from distant Ely, who 

had married Louisa Greenslade here back in 1905.   

The School admissions register shows that she 

returned to the village with her children in 1915, 

which explains his name being on the Roll.    In late 

1916 the London Gazetteer announced the 

commissioning of Acting Sergeant-Major Gothard as 

2
nd

 Lieutenant Gothard.     

 

Louisa Greenslade’s sister, Eva, had married 

Bertrand Jefferson, of Exeter.   She, too, came back 

to Thorverton with her children while he was away in 

the army.  That put him on the Roll and he in fact 

settled here after demobilisation.   That the Gothard 

and Jefferson families were not here until 1915 and 

that higher ranks than were recorded were held later 

in at least two cases means that the Rolls must have 

been posted in late 1915 or soon afterwards, when 

Vicar Shaw had just arrived.  
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Other post-1911 newcomers may have been the three 

Maynard brothers, previously in Chulmleigh, Ernest 

Landick, from Okehampton, and Imbert May, from 

Washford Pyne. 

 

Edward Chanter did not come to live in the village 

until some years later.   He and his brother, Percy, 

were brought up in Exeter, where their parents were 

still alive.   It was their mother’s family, the 

Hillmans, who had belonged here.    Perhaps it was a 

relative who added the Chanters to those to be prayed 

for, together with Frank Hillman, who appears in no 

other local records. 

 

Although not everybody on the Rolls has been 

mentioned here, it has been possible to find their 

connection with Thorverton, however deep-rooted or 

however slight.   With just seven exceptions.  Cpl 

WW Fisher, Gunner Nott, Cpl TH Roberts, Sapper J 

Sellick, Pte L Huggins, Pte Harry Trump and Pte 

JT Williams remain unattached and unaccounted for.   

Perhaps somebody knows some answers? 

 

There are omissions that are worth recording.   One 

of the men who was killed and was commemorated 

on the Memorial, Wallace Jones, is not listed at all, 

probably because the Rolls were compiled  before his 

family’s arrival in 1917.    The others who died have 

a red Maltese Cross against their name (represented 

by an asterisk on the page adjoining).   But not 

Richard Way, although his death was certainly 

known of before the end of the War. 

 

Richard Way’s probable second cousin, James Way, 

the engine cleaner in Exeter in 1911, was the Pte 

J.Way (of the Devonshire Regiment) on the Roll.   

And he, too, died, as a prisoner of war in Yarbaschi, 

Turkey.  His death occurred in 1916, though his 

widowed mother only learned this twelve months 

later.   The details were given in a local newspaper, 

he is commemorated on a Langabeer gravestone in 

the churchyard (since his mother was a Langabeer), 

yet his death is not marked on the Roll and his name 

is not on the Memorial.    

 

Completely unrecorded in the village both then and 

now are the service and death in France in 1917 of 

Pte Harry May, son of the former host at the Exeter 

Inn and much younger brother of Pte George May 

who died in Falmouth.   It is strange that one brother 

should be remembered here and one forgotten.    

 

Newspapers gave publicity to Mrs Rawle, of Exeter, 

widow of William Rawle, Thorverton’s vet for 

several years.   Her claim to fame was that she 

eventually had eight sons in uniform simultaneously.   

Six of these are on the second Roll, but not the other 

two.    There is nothing to show that one of the six, 

Percy, a Private in the Lancashire Fusiliers, was 

killed in France in 1918, but news of this may never 

have reached Thorverton.   As it happened, one of the 

other two, Pte Reginald Rawle, RAOC, died of 

influenza just after the Wat, while still serving, as 

Ralph White had been.   The latter is recorded here 

on the Memorial;  perhaps Reginald Rawle is in 

Torquay, where he was buried.    

 

As on the Memorial, the VAD nurse, Dorothy White, 

is the only named woman.    Another who might have 

been expected there was “Miss L.E.Coombe”, 

reported in a newspaper of 1919, as being the eldest 

daughter of Mr E.J.Coombe, of Thorverton Mill, who 

had been nursing in France since March, 1915, as a 

member of the Territorial Force Nursing Service.   

This can only have been the Coombes’ eldest 

daughter, Bessie.   The reason the newspaper wrote 

about her was that she definitely had been Mentioned 

in Despatches by Sir Douglas Haig.   She could 

therefore be regarded as the most “decorated” 

Thorvertonian.     

 

It could well be that the Miss Edith Frances Coombe, 

a Sister in the British Red Cross Society, who was 

awarded in 1917 the Royal Red Cross (2ndClass) for 

services in the field, was, slightly misnamed, Bessie’s 

younger sibling, Edith May Coombe, who may thus 

have been another who did her bit. 

 

The Rolls provide a reminder that when we 

remember those who died in the War we might also 

remember the greater number who served and came 

home again. 

 

 

Ian Stoyle 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

Our AGM was held on the 6th May. It was very 

interesting to be reminded of events that had occurred 

during the last year. A change of President occurred 

and our new President is now Mrs Barbara Higgins 

with Mrs Paddy Milford as Vice Chairman.  

  

Mrs Mary Stephens won ‘The Flower of the 

Month’ and Mrs Sybil Tulloch won the competition 

for ‘The Most Humorous Tea Towel’ 

  

Our next meeting will be on June 3rd at which we 

will celebrate our 90th Birthday with our guests Mr 

Tony Beard and his wife. 

  

Sylv Gregory 
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Jane Austen Day 
Upton Pyne, Sunday 22 June  

Jane Austen’s links with Devon are to be celebrated 

in June in Upton Pyne, which is thought to have been 

the inspiration for the setting of Sense and 

Sensibility. 

 

The first Upton Pyne Jane Austen Day took place last 

year and proved such a success, with demand for 

tickets outstripping available places, the organisers 

decided to make it an annual event. All proceeds go 

to the maintenance of the lovely Grade 1-listed 

village church which, as Barton Church, is the setting 

for the marriage of Elinor Dashwood and Edward 

Ferrars at the end of Jane Austen’s tale of opposing 

temperaments. 

 

Sense and Sensibility is set largely in Devon, in and 

around the fictional Barton Park, which is ‘four miles 

northward of Exeter’ in the ‘Barton Valley’.  Author 

Anne-Marie Edwards says, in her book In the steps of 

Jane Austen, that she feels sure Barton Park is Pynes, 

a Grade II*-listed William and Mary stately home set 

in a 37-acre park, which has always been linked 

locally with the novel. The imagined hillside village 

of Barton matches nearby Upton Pyne and Woodrow 

Barton farmhouse is believed to be the inspiration for 

Barton Cottage, home of the Dashwood family. 

 

A highlight of the day will be the Jane Austen Walk, 

a guided stroll along country lanes and footpaths 

around the village, taking in visits to both Woodrow 

Barton and Pynes. The walk includes a grassy slope 

above the farmhouse, thought to be the setting for 

Marianne Dashwood’s fateful meeting with the 

dashing John Willoughby, who carries her home after 

a fall. 

 

Anyone not wishing to join the walk can drive to 

Woodrow Barton to rendezvous with the rest of the 

group for a picnic lunch and an introduction to the 

history of the house by June Nicks who has farmed 

there with her husband Alan for 45 years. There will 

also be a demonstration of side-saddle riding. 

 

“The former farmhouse, to which Jane Austen might 

have referred, is, we think, still inside the present 

house. It was partly formed by the thick cob wall 

running from south to north, in what is now our 

living room and kitchen,” said June. “This is 

confirmed by looking at the existing windows on the 

east side of the house, which are much older than 

those on the front, and which we think formed part of 

the old frontage.”    

 

Woodrow Barton is part of the Pynes estate, enjoying 

countryside described by Jane Austen as ‘a pleasant, 

fertile spot, well-wooded and rich in pasture’. From 

the farmhouse it is a short walk, or drive, to Pynes 

and thence back to the centre of the village. 

 

The bells of Upton Pyne church will be ringing to 

mark Jane Austen Day which begins, on Sunday 22 

June, with morning coffee and Regency delicacies in 

the village hall.  

 

This year’s speakers will consider various aspects of 

Mansfield Park published, three years after Sense and 

Sensibility, exactly 200 years ago in 1814. A brief 

introduction to the novel will be given by Veronica 

Clarke, a former English teacher at The Maynard 

School in Exeter. Dr. Robert Clark will talk about 

‘Locations of Mansfield Park, Physical, Political and 

Moral.’  Dr. Clark is a founding editor of The 

Literary Encyclopedia and a senior fellow at the 

University of East Anglia.    

 

At Pynes, Lily Neal, well known locally as a 

musician, raconteur and proprietor of The Topsham 

Bookshop, will perform readings from Mansfield 

Park. The Rev.Preb. Douglas Dettmer will look at 

the role and life of the curate in Regency times. 

There will also be a display of historical documents 

and details of a rare letter written by Jane Austen 

herself.   

 

Back in Upton Pyne, a Regency-style celebration of 

Evensong will be held in the village church to the 

accompaniment of authentic musical instruments and 

a costumed choir. The afternoon service will be led 

by Rev. Douglas Dettmer, priest-in-charge of the 

Netherexe Parishes.  

 

Garden flowers will decorate both the church and the 

village hall where an elegant cream tea with delicious 

home-made cakes will be served on vintage china 

provided by Upton Pyne vintage crockery hire 

business The Teas Maid, run by Emma Elliott. Hand-

embroidered table-cloths will be provided by 

professional embroiderer Adrienne Howells. Books 

about Jane Austen will be on display and for sale. 

Nick Horton and Lily Neal will provide an authentic 

musical accompaniment. 

 

Linda Findlay, of Friends of Upton Pyne, the group 

organising the event, said:  “We hope to give people 

a sense of village life in Regency times and the 

chance to see some Devon places that Jane Austen 

may have known and loved. People will also have the 

opportunity to enjoy the atmosphere in our lovely 

church during an authentic Regency service.” 

 

Friends of Upton Pyne is a secular group, operating 

under the auspices of the parochial church council, to 
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raise funds to help maintain the church building and 

its grounds.  

 

This year’s Upton Pyne Jane Austen Day takes place 

on Sunday 22 June. Day tickets cost £22.50 and are 

available from Linda Findlay, tel: 01392 841402 or 

friendsofuptonpyne.co.uk. Places are limited and 

early booking is advised. 

Linda Finlay 

 

Golf Society  
Sunday 27

th
 April  

The weather was threatening, we had a heavy shower 

about halfway round but despite this we still had 8 

golfers turn up to take part. 

 

The winner today was Scott Hasler with 18 points 

and a handicap cut, Peter Thomas was runner up with 

17 points and Chris Harlow was third scoring 14 

points. Bob Hyde brought up the rear with 11 points. 

Scott Hasler was awarded the Donna-Y trophy. On 

the 3
rd

 tee one of the resident cats had a mouse under 

its paw. Chris and Paul shooed it away while Scott 

picked up the mouse. He was about to set it free in 

the hedgerow when it ungratefully sank it’s teeth into 

his thumb. This produced a warning from Paul that 

he should be careful he isn’t suffering from “foot and 

mouse disease”. The shortest drive of the day was 

Chris Harlow who failed to reach the ladies tee on the 

7
th
 hole. 

 

Sunday 11
th

 May  

This was the first round of the singles knockout, 

unfortunately due to some members having to 

withdraw and others apparently not interested in 

entering we only had 11 players, so the draw was 

conducted with 5 players having bye’s into the 

second round. This group went off and had a 

competition amongst themselves that was won by 

Phil Beasley. 

 

Of the matches that took place, Geoff Bulley beat 

Colin Anderson on the first extra hole, John Mann 

beat Dave Whalley and Jim Chappelle won against 

Paul Richards. 

 

The Donna-Y trophy was awarded to Bob Hyde who 

when telephoned to ask why he had not turned up 

admitted that “I have completely forgotten and I have 

a skip to fill”. 

 

The dates arranged for June are Sunday 8
th
 and 

Sunday 29
th
 which is the pairs completion. July dates 

are Sunday 13
th
 and Sunday 27

th
.  All aspiring golfers 

welcome, details from the Exeter Inn. 

 

G S Potter 

Thorverton Country Show/Family 
Fun Day 
 

 

 

 

This year’s Family Fun Day will take place on 7
th
 

June at the Memorial Hall, with free entry and lots of 

activities for the whole family including Homecraft 

competitions, archery, bouncy castle, bungee run, 

children’s entertainer, treasure hunt, a chance to meet 

reptiles and snakes with Dartmoor Reptiles, craft 

sessions and the ever popular Family Dog Show.  We 

are also inviting local crafters and traders to have a 

stall at very competitive rates and there will be live 

music throughout the day.  You can see details of the 

Fun Day on our new website, 

www.thorvertonfunday.co.uk. 

  

 

44th East Devon Arts Festival 
 

Once more Thorverton has hosted a successful Arts 

Festival. The Church went through its annual 

metamorphosis to become an art gallery and café. 

The whole event ran like a well oiled machine and 

this was entirely due to the many people who gave so 

unstintingly of their time, talents and money. We 

won’t mention names because there are so many but 

the teams include those who prepare the church (and 

return it to its normal state), the flower arrangers, the 

kitchen team, the stewards and desk team, those who 

prepare and finance the dishes served in the kitchen, 

the ‘Saturday Fair’ team, the suppliers of the festival 

cake and those less obvious - volunteers who label, 

sort all the goods and hang the pictures, print and 

assemble the catalogue, distribute posters, help 

maintain the computer system and do all sorts of 

other ‘behind the scenes’ vital work. 

  
But of course we couldn’t have put on such a 

wonderful display without the art and craft exhibitors 

and their talents so we are very grateful for their 

continuing support of Thorverton Church. 

  
At this time we are still totting up the money, but we 

can say that it was a wonderful week. 
  

Next year’s Festival will take place from 12th -16th 

May, 2015. 
  
Jean Brown, Heather Kershaw and Royston Kershaw 

 for East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton 
  

http://www.thorvertonfunday.co.uk/
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Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
Teenagers to the rescue! 

 

This season we have asked several of our juniors to 

step up and to play for our adult league teams. The 

response has been fantastic and everyone who has 

played with and/or watched any of Alice Dowle, 

Connor Champ, Harry Willatts, Reuben Taylor and 

Tom Baber's efforts for us this season has been 

incredibly impressed. The boys are playing in 

division 6 (of 8), Men’s, and Alice has played in 

division 4 (of 6) for Ladies. These aren't easy 

divisions and this quintet has already amassed three 

wins and nine points between them. They have all 

been involved with our top group in junior coaching 

at some time and are a real credit to our club.  

 

We also have several of our own Club tournaments 

organised throughout June, including Ladies singles 

and doubles, Men’s singles and doubles and Mixed 

doubles. The finals for all these will be held on 27
th
 

July, so if you fancy watching some good tennis, visit 

the Recreation Ground on that day and join in the 

fun.  

 

Maintenance Day last month was a big success: grass 

has been cut, hedges trimmed, the court weeded and 

all debris removed, new tension wires threaded 

through the fence to be fastened in the near future, 

blocked drain repaired. Many thanks to all those 

members who turned out to help. 

 

We always welcome new members. For more 

information about the club please please visit our 

website: www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk. There 

you will also find contact details for our membership 

secretary Laura Leigh, who will be happy to answer 

any other queries. 

  

Sally Baldwin 

  

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

If you are plus you can 

join! 
 
 

Annual membership is £5 per person. Full details of 

our 2014 programme available on our website 

(details below) or from the Club Secretary 

 

COFFEE MORNING 

Our next Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 

17
th
 June between 1000 and 1130 at St Mary’s 

Church Hall Silverton.  This is an opportunity to 

book for events, meet friends and if you wish, take 

part in our monthly Quiz.  The entrance charge is still 

only £0.50p (includes tea/coffee and biscuits).  We 

also have a Raffle.   So why not come along and see 

what is on offer? 

 

MONDAY WHIST 
Whist Afternoons this month are on the 9

th
 and 23

rd
 

June at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton commencing 

at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2 includes a raffle ticket, 

tea & biscuits (sometimes cake!).  Do come along, it 

is easy to learn and keeps the brain active!  An 

enjoyable social afternoon assured. 

 

DATES OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

Thursday 12
th

 June – Looe & Polperro. 

Still a few seats left!  Our Blakes coach leaves 

Silverton at 0830 (Exe Valley pick-ups on request 

from Rewe 0835, Stoke Canon 0840) travelling first 

to the historic fishing port of Looe with its quaint 

narrow streets and “banjo” pier, cafes and shops 

before continuing a further 5 miles to the pretty 

coastal village of Polperro  famous for its sea food, 

small harbour and fisherman’s cottages.   Coach fare 

£12. 

 

Monday 7
th

 July – Exeter Quay, Ship Canal and 

canal boat trip to Exmouth 

Departing Silverton 1200 (Ruffwell 1205, Rewe 

1207, Stoke Canon 1210) we travel the short distance 

to Exeter’s historic Quay with time to visit one of the 

cafes or pubs before embarking on our Stuart Line 

vessel to sail 2½  hours on the oldest shipping canal 

in Europe.  The 8 mile journey passes through two 

locks and the Countess Weir lifting bridge will be 

raised to allow our vessel to pass through.  We will 

rejoin our coach at Exmouth and return to the Exe 

Valley.  Inclusive cost £18. 

 

Wednesday 20
th

 August – CATS  or Torquay & 

Brixham.  Afternoon matinee performance at the 

Princess Theatre Torquay of Andrew Lloyd 

Webber’s record breaking smash hit musical like no 

other.  Inclusive cost £25.  Alternatively, for a cheap 

day out, why not take our coach to Torquay (£8 

return) where, if you wish, you can get a boat to 

Brixham for £2 return from the Ferry operator. Coach 

leaves Silverton 1130 (Ruffwell 1135, Rewe 1138, 

Stoke Canon 1140).   

Friday 1
st
 August – Ford Abbey & Beer: Details 

on our website 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.6  – June 2014 
 

 

22 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further 

details of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info. 

 

Martin Clough 

 

Recipe 
Rhubarb Relish 

 

2.5 lbs onions 

2.5 lbs rhubarb 

1 quart malt vinegar 

2 lbs brown sugar 

1 tsp salt 

1 tsp black pepper 

1 tsp allspice 

1 tsp cloves [ground] 

  

Chop the onions and rhubarb fine and boil with the 

vinegar for 20 minutes. 

Add the other ingredients and boil for 1 hour. 

When cool put into screw-top bottles. 

A cheap and delicious relish for cold meats. Will 

keep an indefinite time if properly bottled.   

 

Sustainable Crediton  

Nature Notes 
This spring appears to have been an excellent one for 

the Blackcap. Wherever you go you are in earshot of 

a singing male Blackcap. I heard my first one singing 

on 31
st
 March. The Whitethroat arrived hereabouts 

around 29
th
 April adding his song to the earlier 

arrivals of migrant warbler visitors. The Blackcap 

will be found moving among trees and vegetation 

whereas a Whitethroat can be spotted singing on top 

of a hedge line or perched on an electricity cable 

from which it will fly up to catch an insect. Both 

these birds belong to the genus Sylvia and are known 

as scrub warblers and build a loose cup shaped nest 

low down in herbage, the base material being dried 

grass and roots. The other two main groups of 

warblers are leaf warblers (genus Phylloscopus) such 

as Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler and ‘marsh’ 

Warblers (genus Acrocephalus), the Reed Warbler 

and Sedge Warbler belonging to this group. 

 

At Wyke near Shobrooke, my brother in law spotted 

a Stoat carrying a young rabbit, no doubt to feed its 

family which it is believed to be within a log pile 

situated in the direction where the Stoat was headed. 

In order to get there the Stoat still carrying the rabbit, 

climbed up and over a chicken wire fence. 

 

In Focus I reported searching and finding Brown 

Hairstreak butterfly eggs on Blackthorn at Newton St 

Cyres in February. This activity was also undertaken 

at Thorverton Millennium Green by Ros 

Brimacombe, Lin Balkwill and I and we found three 

eggs. A return visit to both locations three months 

later and a brief search has yielded one little green 

coloured Brown Hairstreak caterpillar at each site. 

This was once a very widespread butterfly but is now 

rare. Mid Devon is one of its few strongholds. 

 

Now close your eyes and think of walking along a 

flowery lane around Thorverton on a balmy evening 

at dusk, just like those few warmish evenings we had 

this May. Take in the scent of the May blossom and 

Cow Parsley hanging in the air and sight of moths 

fluttering along the hedgerows. It is a good feeling. 

Even if you are driving along at this time of late 

evening you can capture the ambience. The May 

blossom and the Blackthorn blossom has been 

outstanding this spring.  

 

Let us hope we have a flaming June and especially a 

dry and sunny day for the Fun Day at the Memorial 

Hall on Saturday 7
th
 June. 

 

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875  

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) 

 Sat  9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 

 
 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Ten Tors Challenge 
Three Thorverton boys recently completed the 35 mile Ten Tors challenge on Dartmoor, representing QE 

Academy. They were all ex pupils at Thorverton school.  Max Murphy, Matt Grace and Ben Harget were in a team 

of six including 3 girls from QE. The weather was extremely challenging and despite difficulties they came in well 

within the target finishing time.  It was definitely character building to have completed such a big challenge under 

difficult weather conditions. We are very proud of them all.  They received a fabulous medal and a pasty and a hot 

soup, they said it was the best pasty they have ever had! 

 

     
 

Karon Murphy

 

The Ultimate Price 

 
 

19 years old? Yes, that was his age, 

The age of my son you buried that day. 

His was an innocent body, the last of my four 

Who’s minds never grasped the real meaning of war. 

All they knew was the cold, dark stillness of night 

Along with the order of ‘’Go lad and fight’’ 

 

 

 

They obeyed that order and I saw them no more, 

They were four of the millions that paid for our war. 

They fought for freedom, they fought for peace 

And both of these wishes were finally reached. 

But how can I tell four soldiers who lay 

‘Neath six feet of soil in an unmarked grave. 

 

 Sylv Gregory 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.6  – June 2014 
 

 

24 

Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 
 

Flinders, Bass and Westall: why Australia is not a 

French Possession.  An illustrated talk by Keith 

Badman 

 

Our speaker had the singular honour of making the 

inaugural presentation using the new widescreen 

recently installed in the WI Hut by our chairman, 

Barrie Phillips, ably assisted by the Thursday Bridge 

Club. An Optoma Panoview of 123 inches diagonally 

in 16:10 format this screen not only provoked 

wonderment when down but gasps of delight as it 

majestically rolled itself back up at the end of the 

presentation. Generously and kindly funded by Focus 

for the History Society and the village in general this 

is a definite asset to presentations, as we would see. 

 

Keith Badman, once Chemistry teacher at Exeter 

School and sometime scout master, was fascinated by 

the way Australia and Tasmania had been discovered 

and surveyed. His points were nicely made with a 

succession of old maps which were well resolved on 

the new screen. 

 

We started in 1851 in Tasmania, also known initially 

as Van Diemen’s Land, and Keith pointed out that 

large areas had been named after various UK 

counties, such as Devon, Dorset, Westmorland, 

Glamorgan, Pembroke and Cornwall, that there were 

towns of Launceston, Westbury, Perth, Lincoln, 

Glastonbury, Weymouth, Exeter and a Tamar river, 

an Eddystone and a Mewstone. It was very evident 

that Tasmania had predominantly English names, a 

very few Dutch and an equally sparse selection of 

French. Why was this? 

 

Back in time to 1587 and it seems that there was 

some idea that a large landmass existed in the 

Southern ocean south of Indonesia and New Guinea. 

There then followed some expeditions to discover 

more. The motivation was money. It cost a great deal 

to finance an expedition and it was hoped that there 

would be a return in useful spices, metals, gems, in 

fact anything saleable at a good profit. 

 

Keith mentioned expeditions in 1605 by the Dutch 

navigator Willem Janszoon who in 1606 made the 

first recorded European landfall on the Australian 

continent at Cape York in Queensland. 

 

In 1643 another Dutch sailor, Abel Tasman, was the 

first to reach Tasmania by sailing South from New 

Guinea along the East coast of Australia. No prizes 

for knowing after whom he named it. 

 

1699 saw an Englishman, Captain Dampier, make a 

return visit to Australia in The Roebuck also by 

following the Dutch route to the Indies, Dampier 

passed between Dirk Hartog Island and the Western 

Australian mainland into what he called Shark Bay 

on 6 August 1699. He landed and began producing 

the first known detailed record of Australian flora 

and fauna. 

 

Further expeditions occurred in 1777 (James Cook), 

1785 (Jean François de Galaup), 1791 (Bruni 

d’Entrecasteaux). Cook’s expedition was very 

thorough down the East coast of Australia and 

resulted in detailed maps and drawings. 

 

Keith explained the use of prevailing winds by ships 

of the day. The square sail rig preferred winds from 

the stern to the beam. So the technique for exploring 

the Southern oceans was to sail as far as you dared 

due South then pick up the Westerly winds and get 

blown along until you found something. Hopefully 

not too suddenly. 

 

In 1792 Britain was involved in the French 

Revolutionary Wars as part of various opposing 

coalitions against France. In 1799 Bonaparte seized 

power but then from 1802 there was a year of peace 

in Europe under the Peace of Amiens. This peace was 

broken in 1803 when Britain and France were at war 

again in the Napoleonic Wars that would end in 

1815. 
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Napoleon was keen to find more territories for France 

and in 1800 supported an expedition by Nicolas 

Baudin. Despite the fact that we were at war with 

France Joseph Banks, the noted  MP, President of the 

Royal Society, Naturalist, Botanist and Explorer to 

Australia with Cook, Loaned Baudin Cooks’ charts 

and instruments. Baudin then sailed off with two 

ships and twenty-four scientists. However many of 

these scientists fell ill and ten were put off at 

Mauritius and Baudin sailed on across the Indian 

Ocean. In 1801 he surveyed the Western and 

Southern Australian coasts. 

 

Now the British were fully aware of French territorial 

ambitions and thought it would not look good if it 

became general knowledge that we had helped 

Baudin. So Captain Matthew Flinders RN, a 

distinguished English navigator and cartographer, 

was commissioned to make another Australian 

expedition in 1801. He had been there twice before, 

once with George Bass, his ships’ surgeon and fellow 

enthusiastic explorer. Bass was a keen Botanist and 

had sent many of his discoveries to Joseph Banks in 

England. 

 

In the 1801 expedition Flinders was the first to 

circumnavigate Australia and identify it as a 

continent and Tasmania as an island. Around 1802 he 

met Baudin off the South coast and they compared 

notes. Keith showed how Flinders meticulously 

surveyed the coastline using an Octant, an example 

of which was passed around, and an unadjustable 

chronometer. Despite their age they resulted in very 

accurate maps. 

 

Flinders’ ship needed repairs on the voyage home in 

1803 and he put in to Mauritius. The governor 

ignored his official safe passage passports and 

imprisoned him for six years. Initially confined in a 

jail he was later allowed more freedom and was 

generally liked by people on the island, except by 

governor Decaen who was somewhat suspicious of 

his true intentions. He reached home in 1810 and 

though in poor health began work on his book A 

Voyage to Terra Australis which was published in 

1814 just after his death. 

 

Keith showed some pictures by William Westall who 

was the expedition artist aged 18 when he went and 

explained that initial sketches were worked up later 

to finished drawings. 

 

So why is Australia not a French possession? Keith 

explained that accurate surveying, map making and 

illustrating were prerequisites to claiming ownership 

of new lands and that Flinders and previous British 

explorers had done this very well. Apparently when 

Flinders met Baudin the latter remarked that he 

thought Australia would have been French if ‘we 

hadn’t spent so much time collecting animals, 

flowers and sea shells.’ 

 

Robin Blythe-Lord 
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Focus On Annette Mawson 
When I asked to interview Annette, I knew that I was 

going to be interviewing a lady who had travelled 

extensively, but I had no idea just what a test it would 

be of my knowledge of places in Europe and Africa.   

 

We started in Switzerland in 1929, just 50 kilometres 

from the Italian border, in a bilingual French/German 

speaking area.  Annette’s mother died when she was 

just one year old and, once she had started at a 

German school, but speaking mostly French, her 

stepmother largely left her to get on with her 

learning.  Annette left school at 16 and her travels 

began. 

 

She spent a year a convent school learning domestic 

skills and then went to work for a family in Zurich 

for a year.  She has strong recollections of polishing, 

polishing, polishing for this family.  Annette had a 

yearning for travel and after a year with this family 

she went to a town near Lausanne to learn English 

and to be a domestic help.  It was there that she got to 

know an English lady, Miss Phillips, who encouraged 

her to spend some time in Canterbury and then 

London before returning to Lucerne in Switzerland 

where she took a job in a hotel above the lake.  Being 

a good English speaker now, Annette was given the 

foreigners to look after.  She was introduced to a 

French speaking family from Khartoum – Mr Kronfli 

who was a lawyer, his wife and two young children.  

They were looking for a nanny.  It was a big step for 

her, but Annette decided to go to Khartoum.  It was a 

big change, in particular the heat;  because of the 

oppressive heat indoors everyone lived on roofs at 

night and slept there, except in the short rainy season.  

Annette’s day would start at 6am, dressing the 

children and setting off for a walk before breakfast at 

8am.  Mornings were usually occupied with small 

household tasks and there was a siesta each day 

from 1.30 to 4 or 5pm before evening walks along 

the Nile and watching the sun which sinks so 

quickly in the tropics.  While in Khartoum, in 

February 1952, Annette had the unforgettable 

experience of a total eclipse of the sun, which 

brought in observers from afar. 

 

It was in Khartoum that Annette met her future 

husband.  She described their first meeting in her 

recollections “Never Marry a Soldier”: 

 “...two friends of mine invited me to a meal at 

their house.  A young British officer, recently 

arrived from the Canal zone, was also a guest 

there.  He was perfectly turned out, wearing a 

white sharkskin tuxedo, and his appearance 

was impressive.  I was personally attracted by 

his dark eyes, which were strangely sad.  He 

spoke perfect German, which he had learned 

during the years of occupation there.  Finding 

that I too knew the language, he engaged me in 

conversation, no doubt glad of an opportunity to 

practice...” 

 

Bill was a captain in the Royal Signals.  He and 

Annette started going for walks and cycle rides 

together and then spending most of their free time 

together in Khartoum.  They were separated for a 

while in late-1953 when Annette’s contract in 

Khartoum came to an end and she returned to 

Switzerland, but they were to marry in Bournemouth 

in April 1954.  The couple spent their honeymoon in 

Dorset and then Switzerland before returning to 

Sudan, this time to the south of the country, Bill 

being with the Sudan Defence Force. 
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The south of Sudan was very different from the 

north, being mainly jungle and with some quite 

different ways which included pagan rituals.  This 

was big game country.  Annette described the jungle: 

 

“How can a jungle adequately be described?  At 

nightfall, myriads of creatures come to life; the 

frog which has a call like a bell, the humming of 

countless mosquitoes, the lone call of a lioness, 

and miniature flicking stars which are fireflies.  

This is a world quite unlike any other, these 

strange sounds took one back to a primeval 

world when it all began.  The complete 

blackness of the night made the thousands of 

stars even more brilliant – it is an unforgettable 

experience.” 

 

By 1956 Annette was back in England, living at 

Catterick Camp and with two young children, Peter 

and Marjorie.  Bill was called to Cyprus as the Suez 

Crisis erupted in 1956 and Annette eventually met up 

with him in Aden.  The climate there was oppressive, 

so this was not a pleasant six-month stay for her.  

From there to Somaliland, which was governed as a 

British protectorate.  This was savannah land, with a 

far more agreeable climate, in which Annette was 

able to ride horses and Bill to play polo.  Their next 

daughter, Grace was born here.  Annette learnt yet 

another language, Somali, which was at this time a 

spoken language only and was not written down until 

the 1960s. 

 

After two years in Somaliland, Annette and Bill were 

back to England (Blandford Forum this time) for a 

couple of years, during which time they had another 

daughter, Maureen.  In 1963 they were off to Africa 

again.  Annette and Bill lived in one of 

the colonial houses just a stone’s 

throw from the centre of Freetown in 

Sierra Leone.  Early on Annette had a 

frightening experience at a market in 

Freetown when her baby was taken 

from her in its push chair, while her 

attention was momentarily diverted, 

but Annette quickly dashed through 

the crowd to snatch the baby back.  

She later learnt that the attempted 

kidnapping was probably linked to a 

cannibalistic society in that area which 

made ritualistic human sacrifices.  

Despite this start, Annette came to 

love Sierra Leone as a beautiful 

country.  These were generally happy 

times, interrupted by some political 

uprisings.  As well as bringing up her 

children, Annette taught French at a 

school in Freetown. 

 

The final years of Bill’s career in the Forces were 

spent in Rhineland in Germany and then in England 

before he retired in 1975.  Annette was very proud 

when he was awarded the Most Excellent Order of 

the British Empire (MBE) in 1969 and they attended 

the award ceremony at Buckingham Palace.  In 

retirement, the couple spent 27 very happy years at 

Bagwells at Offwell in East in Devon.  They loved 

Devon, although Annette sometimes wishes it had a 

drier climate.  Bill died in 1996 and a few years later, 

Annette moved to Thorverton.   

 

She is indeed a much travelled lady.  I am grateful to 

her for sharing some of her experiences with us. 

 

Neville Lane 

 
 

GENERATOR  FOR SALE 

The family of the late Bill & Beryl Munday, who 

lived in Upton Pyne, have generously donated a new, 

unused petrol-driven generator (HONDA EM 1500) 

for sale in aid of the maintenance of the village 

church. 

The best offer over £150 by 15 June secures. 

 

For more information or to make an offer, please call 

Linda Findlay on 01392 841402 or email to 

friendsofuptonpyne@yahoo.co.uk 
Friends of  Upton Pyne – helping to care for our 
village church and its grounds 

 

 

  

mailto:friendsofuptonpyne@yahoo.co.uk
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The Garden in June 
June is the month of glorious riot in the garden. If 

April and May have given sufficient sun and rain, 

June is the culmination of nature’s bounty. Roses are 

proficient and give a dazzling display and the garden 

can look verdant and luminous. The beginning of 

June can be a busy time for the annual plant gardener 

with lots to do to get all annual plants out into the 

ground and well watered to give them a good start.  

                     

In the veg. garden, June is the time when the early 

crops are beginning to need harvesting and the later 

crops need planting. Check your first and second 

early potatoes, if you haven’t already done so, and 

you will, hopefully, be very pleasantly surprised with 

what you find. These potatoes are at their best when 

dug out of the ground earlier rather than later in the 

season, but don’t panic if you are busy and can’t get 

to them, they will wait for you!  Sugar snaps and peas 

sown early April will be ready to harvest this month 

and are deliciously sweet. Broad beans are plentiful 

but do check for blackfly, which start at the tips and 

work their way down and then along the row. If you 

are vigilant, you can take off the tips of your broad 

beans as soon as they have any problem. Some 

people like to remove the tips as a precaution but if 

you are able to check very regularly then do it as and 

when necessary. 

                      

This is an important month for checking daily, if 

possible, what is going on. There are many things 

that need to be watched. Weeds of course, but 

watering of anything newly planted and struggling 

will help plants get through the hotter drier days. 

Remember that a plant that has to struggle at the 

beginning of its growing life will never do that well 

and is likely to remain weak and not grow away 

properly. Other plants to check at this time  are the 

gooseberries. These fruit bushes can in some years 

get devastated by sawfly. These start off as 

voraciously hungry maggots which start at the tip of 

your gooseberry bush and strip the foliage all the way 

down the stem. They are amazingly efficient and then 

of course move onto the next branch and increase 

alarmingly in numbers. If left undetected they will 

strip the bush of all green foliage. Generally, if this 

happens, the bush survives but, as you can imagine, 

is considerably weakened and the fruit struggles to 

remain healthy and vigorous. If you notice a bare tip 

on your gooseberry bush, check immediately for little 

green maggots and remove. Do not shake them off 

because their defence mechanism is to drop to the 

ground if disturbed and then climb back later!!  There 

are chemical sprays if you are happy to use them but 

bear in mind you will be eating the fruit later. There 

is also an organic alternative, Bacilius thuringiensis 

which can be ordered on the internet and can be 

added to a watering can and the leaves soaked with 

the solution. This is quite effective and if spotted 

early enough will prevent reinfestation for the season. 

This organic product is also excellent against 

cabbage white caterpillars, so is well worth 

purchasing. It will last a season and I have even used 

it the following year with good effect.  

                       

Enough of the nasties that attack the garden. If you 

keep a good check, you will be one step ahead. I 

should probably remind the new gardener to keep a 

weather eye out for blight on your potatoes and of 

course tomatoes, from the same family, if you put 

these outside. Blight is caused by spores brought in 

when the weather becomes warm, wet and muggy for 

more than 48 hours. It will show as black splotches 

on the leaves of these plants which, if not removed, 

will move all over the plant and spoil the plant and 

the produce. If the weather returns to dry and hot, the 

damage will be slight and the crop can be left, but if 

the dark markings continue to spread the infected 

material needs to be removed very quickly. 

                        

Some shrubs such as Deutzia, Buddleia alternifolia, 

Philadelphus and Weigela will be flowering on last 

year’s wood and will need pruning as soon as the 

flowers fade. This allows the shrub to grow new 

wood which has time to ripen for next year’s blooms 

and also allows you to control the size of the plant so 

that it does not outgrow its allotted space. Do not be 

afraid to give these shrubs a ‘haircut’ at this time but 

do not delay. 

                          

Lawns can now be mowed as and when and will 

continue to grow vigorously if there is enough rain. If 

the weather becomes set hot and dry, allow your 

grass to grow longer which will protect the roots. 

Once the roots dry out your lawn will look tired and 

go brown and although it usually recovers quickly 

once it starts to rain again, you can help prevent this 

happening by not cutting so low if hot weather is 

forecast. In fact, Neville, why not just put up the deck 

chairs and sun shade and mix the Pimms and enjoy!! 

 [thank you Lorraine, and good luck on your 

expedition - Ed] 

                    

Whatever the weather don’t forget to enjoy your 

garden. 

                                                

Happy gardening 

Lorraine 

 

                                                      Lorraine Colebrook 
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Cricket Club 
Match Report – 17 May v Stoke Gabriel 

Captain Graham White won the toss and elected to 

bat first on a good looking pitch. His confidence was 

soon dented when Paul Fielder was caught behind off 

the first ball of the game and then a few overs later, 

White was also dismissed for a duck attempting an 

over ambitious pull shot. Harry Choules and Will 

Denford (21) settled things down for a while but on 

their dismissal we were struggling at 62 for 4. James 

Maxwell strode in under real pressure at number 6 

and crafted a fine and disciplined 48. Daniel Beatty 

joined him at 7 and contributed 60 in a similarly 

controlled manner, with the partnership realising 92 

match changing runs. This partnership and some late 

order hitting saw Thorverton reach 212 for 9 of the 

allotted 45 overs. In reply, Stoke Gabriel made a 

good start with opener Mark Newman top scoring 

with 38. But the introduction of our spinners exposed 

the visitors lack of depth with left armer Nick Barton 

(4 for 4) and off spinner Jake Choules (3 for 9) 

wrapping the innings up for just 100 and a 20 point 

win, which sees us stay joint top of the B Division. 

 

Weekend home fixtures in June: 

Saturday 7
th
 Second XI v Cornwood 

Sunday 8
th
 Friendly v Broadclyst 

Saturday 14
th
  First XI v Plymstock 

Saturday 21
st
 Second XI v Tavistock 

Saturday 28
th
  First XI v Bideford 

 

 

 

School Report 
Village Fun Day, Saturday, 7th June  

The PTFA will be providing all the teas and cakes at 

the village Fun Day. We need all the volunteers and 

help you can give us: help on the day running the tea 

and cake stall and baking cakes and biscuits 

beforehand. Please see Tania Welsh or Nic Fice if 

you are able to help at all, or send Nic an email: 

nicfice@hotmail.co.uk. 

  

Netball and Football Tournaments  

We recently took part in a netball and a football 

tournament at Cheriton Bishop School. Everybody 

there had a great day in the sun. Congratulations to 

our netball team (Years 5 and 6), who came first after 

winning all their games. The football team (Years 3 

and 4) also did really well, coming third after beating 

Bow School in the play off. The children in both 

teams all had lots of fun and very much joined in the 

team spirit. The netball team would like to say a 

special thank you to Tammi for teaching them at 

netball club on Wednesdays and to Hilary from 

Exeter College who supported them on the day. 

Thank you also to the parents who helped transport 

the children to and from the event.  

 

PTFA Quiz Night, Thursday, 3rd July  

This will take place at school starting at 8pm prompt. 

The cost will be £5 per person to include supper and 

there will also be a bar selling drinks. Teams of up to 

six people are welcome. We would be grateful for 

any donations for the raffle.  

 

Olly White

 

 
John Taverner and Herbie Parr – Guess the weight of the calf competition at the Fair 

Photo by Jane Ristic 

mailto:nicfice@hotmail.co.uk
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TARTS 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 26
th
 April – A walk around Cadeleigh. 

 

Our party of eight braved cloudy weather and 

occasional showers to explore the hills east and north 

of Cadeleigh. We began downhill from the village 

toward Burn Bridge and passed a grand display of 

early purple orchids in the hedgerow. Taking the 

footpath east past Cadeleigh Court, we walked to the 

valley of the River Dart just above its confluence 

with the Exe at Bickleigh. Passing what seemed to be 

a moribund sheep, Ann Parkinson exercised her 

superior animal husbandry skills by disengaging the 

animal’s head from the base of a feeding trough 

whose top had blown over and trapped it by the neck. 

It staggered off to join the rest of the flock with a 

feeble bleat that we took to be one of gratitude. 

 

Bearing north we followed the charming Dart valley 

to the diminutive hamlet of Little Silver, before 

climbing to West Ridge and then turning south to 

cross two streams in the complex of hills that 

contains Round Wood and Little Century. A fine 

carpet of bluebells adorned the floor of Round Wood. 

Climbing finally to the village we enjoyed what we 

felt was a well-earned lunch at the Cadeleigh Arms. 

 

Before leaving the village, some of us stopped at the 

parish church of St Bartholemew to see what has 

been described as “one of the finest monuments in 

any parish church in Devon.” The ornate neo-

classical funeral monument commemorates four 

generations of the Leach family who lived from the 

reign of James I [1603-1625] to that of Anne [1702-

1714]. The first Sir Simon was the son of a Crediton 

blacksmith who rose to become sheriff of Devon. On 

the death of his second wife, Katherine Turberville, 

he had inscribed in Latin on their joint tomb, “Bowed 

down by the fate of my wife I am going to her tomb, 

her partner in life, in death I will be her comrade.” 
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Photos by Mike Stannard 

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 14
th
 June – Walk led by Mike, of around 6 

or 7 miles in the area of Culmstock Beacon. 

 

Saturday 28
th
 June – Short walk near Simonsbath, 

planned to join up with the History Society visit in 

the afternoon. Advance numbers are required for this 

so please contact Graeme Culshaw if you are 

interested. 

 

Saturday 12
th
 July – Walk led by Heather and 

Royston around the Axe Estuary. 

 

Saturday 26
th
 July – Walk led by Jenny. 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 

 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) 

 Sat  9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 

 

EGGS 

FREE RANGE EGGS 

FOR SALE 

At Ratcliffe Farm gate 

£1.25p/  ½ dozen    
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Poetry 
 

Creature poems continued... 

 

Squirrel 

Slipping swiftly up the oak, 

Quaint creature loved by so many folk, 

Unless you steal nuts from our garden 

Intended for small birds; - but pardon, 

Really you are not to blame 

Robin’s food is just fair game. 

Enjoy your life so wild and free 

Lithesome leaper of the tree. 

 

Rabbit 

Romping, rambling, through rushes and reeds 

And nibbling plants from gardener’s seeds 

Busy, bouncy and beguiling 

Bobtail bunnies keep us smiling, 

I watch your salient scut of white, 

To warn your kin of buzzards’ flight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weasel 

What a vicious tiny creature 

Eating those of larger feature, 

Agile and sly with bite of death, 

Silently snuffing another’s breath, 

Even grown rabbits fear you much, 

Lissom one, with loathsome touch.                  

        

Doreen Beer 

 

Rainfall Record 
Final rainfall figures for April 2014 show that it was 

close to average for Thorverton in terms of the 

amount of rainfall recorded (85mm for the month), 

although just four days accounted for 75% of the 

total amount for the month.  As I write (24
th
 May), 

May has also seen rainfall close to average in 

Thorverton, but with some rainfall recorded on as 

many as 15 of the 24 days so far this month.  It may 

be worth noting that for the period from April to 

August last year, only May (with 56mm) had more 

than 40mm of rainfall recorded. 

 

Neville Lane  

(using readings taken by Gus Christianson)  

 
 

 

 

 

Improve Your Health, Fitness & Shape 
 

Thorverton Memorial Hall on Monday Evenings 
 
 

 

Aerobic based Fitness Class 
Suitable for all abilities & ages 

Cardio, toning, core & stretch 

7.00pm to 8.00pm  

 

Fitness Pilates 
To improve posture and muscular 

balance, stability, flexibility & strength 

8.00pm to 9.00pm 

 

 

£4.50 per Session or both for £8.00 
 

Bring along a mat/towel & drink 

Call Wendy on 07854 616963 for further details or just come along! 

 

Fabulous Fitness 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing:Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone:02072197037 By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mr Olly White 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Sarah Crawford 01392 860295 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663  web address www.thorverton.org.uk 
 

mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

 Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
 Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Events Secretary/bookings: Jeff Grace, tel 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
                                            Website: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton  & Exe Valley Community Choir   Anne Vardy  01392 861184 amvardy@hotmail.com  
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 861283 
 Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 
Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
 W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
 Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2014 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse and recycling   b) Brown bins  

(ie black sacks and black boxes) 

     

June 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
    June 9

th
 and 23

rd
 

July 14
th
 and 28

th
     July 7

th
 and 21st 

August 11
th
 and 26

th
 (Tues)    August 4

th
 and 18

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton will be monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates for the rest of 2014 are:  

June 5
th  

July 3
rd  

July 31
st 

August 28
th
  September 25

th
   October 23

rd
 

November 20
th  

December 18th 

 

Flag Flying days in June 
Monday 2

nd
 Anniversary of Coronation Day 

Tuesday 10
th
 Birthday of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh 

Saturday 14
th
 Official Celebration of Her Majesty’s Birthday 

Saturday 21
st
 Birthday of the Duke of Cambridge 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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JUNE  

Mon 2
nd

 Youth Group, “At the Rough End”, 21 Broadlands, 7.30-9.00pm 

Tues 3
rd

  WI Meeting with Tony Beard, WI Hut 

Fun Day Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 7
th
   Fun Day at the Memorial Hall 

Thurs 12
th
 Arts Exchange, “Deja Vu”, Stable House, 8.00pm 

  Ladies Group, Schiehallon, School Lane, 6.30pm 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

  TARTS walk at Culmstock Beacon, meet outside Parish Church, 9.30am 

Mon 16
th
 Garden Club, The Water Garden, Upton Pyne, 7.30pm 

Sat 28
th  

WI Market WI Hut 10-11 am  

History Society Outside Visit to Simonsbath 

 

JULY 

Thurs 3
rd

 Quiz Night, Thorverton School, 8pm start 

Sat 5
th
 and Sun 6

th
 Festival of Bells and Flowers, Cadbury Church 

Thurs 24
th
 Arts Exchange, ‘Clouds’ Dinneford Springs 

 

AUGUST 

Sat 2
nd

  Royal British Legion Cream Tea, Thorverton House 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 12
th
  TADS visit to see Noises Off at the Barnfield Theatre, 7.30pm 

Sat 13
th
  Thorverton All Out Cider and Ale Festival, Cricket Club 

Sat 20
th
  Community Churchyard clear-up 

Fri 26
th
   History Society Frances Griffiths – Recent work at Cadbury Castle and other Devon Hillforts 

  WI Hut 7.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 24
th
   History Society David Hole – The Eddystone Lighthouse WI Hut 7.30pm 
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