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At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and 

pictures. 

 

Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover: Village Fun Day by David Parker 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Editorial 
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Letters  

From Ian Pile   
 

Audrey Pile 

On behalf of my family I would, through Focus, like 

to express our thanks for all the lovely cards, kind 

words and offers of help we have received during this 

sad time.   

 

Our thanks also go to Dr Anderson and Dr Wride and 

the staff at the Exe Valley practice and to the 

wonderful nursing staff from rapid response, Marie 

Curie and others who help us care for mum at home 

during her final days.  Mum passed away at home on 

Saturday June 8
th
 with family present, after a 

relatively short period of illness. 

 

It has become apparent that the proverbial grape vine 

is not as good as it once was, so our apologies to 

anyone for whom this news has been slow to reach 

and more so if anyone missed the funeral. 

With our grateful thanks, 

 
 

From Maurice Harrison, Baptist Minister 

   
I would like to express through your columns a 

sincere thank you to all my Baptist friends who 

arranged a surprise party for me on Tuesday 11th 

June to celebrate my 'Big 7' Birthday.  I was very 

touched by your kindness - and, I have to say, 

impressed by the way it was all kept secret!  I know I 

am very gullible but you must all take credit for a 

considerable amount of guile!  I had a great time. 

 Thank you once again. 

 

From Judy and Nick Bright 

 
Thanks to all who supported the Cream Tea 

Gathering at Fair Oak on Sunday 23rd June.  In the 

region of £200 was raised for the Thorverton Church 

Festival Fund. 

  

From John Spivey and Ros Brimacombe 
 

This letter is to thank the Country Show Organizing 

Committee, the Memorial Hall Committee and the 

numerous volunteers, helpers and the kitchen staff for 

the magnificent and successful Fun Day in the 

Memorial Hall and Millennium Green on the 8 June. 

A large number of youngsters enjoyed the climbing 

wall, bouncy castle, archery and balloon construction 

and the adults had plenty of time enjoy all the side 

shows, the well-supported dog show, the beer and the 

sunshine. Thank you to everyone for a delightful day 

and we look forward to more of the same next year – 

a real village event. 

From Sarah Yeandle 

A very big thank you to the organisers of the Fun 

Day, I thoroughly enjoyed the day and have not heard 

a bad thing about it. The atmosphere was wonderful 

and everyone seemed to be having fun and enjoying 

the wonderful weather. Hopefully there will be more 

Fun Days in the future. 

 From John & Donna Hodge 

We drove down Silver Street on Sunday and saw a 

dead hedgehog in the road. This is only the second 

one we have seen since we moved back. We have not 

yet seen a live one. Can we ask for people to drive a 

little more carefully through the village as hedgehogs 

do deserve a fighting chance. 

From Paul (Sid) & Penny   

 
We would just like to thank everyone for their cards, 

presents and kind wishes for our 50th birthdays. A 

special thanks to Mike Shelton and his team, the 

musicians and Geoff Bulley, Jason, his team, and 

Jackie for the food, John and Alfie Pearn for setting 

up the pumps etc.       

  

And once again thank you for all those that attended 

and I hope you managed to enjoy yourselves. As at 

every party it's the guests that make it.  Thanks again 

one and all. 

  

 From David Gibbons 

 
I am David Gibbons, husband of Joan Milford 

descended from the Milfords of Thorverton.  I am 

conducting research for a painting featuring the 

family tree and am already indebted to Ian Stoyle and 

his book for much information. 

  

Any present residents who have information or 

photographs that might help are invited to contact me 

either by email at david@gibbons.plus.com or by 

post to 3 Nether Way, Darley Dale, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 2TS.  Anyone wanting to look 

online to see the sort of painting I envisage can see 

my website - davidgibbons@weebly.com and under 

"conception paintings" can see the sort of thing I 

hope to produce.  We are particularly interested in the 

"Leeds Branch" descending from Richard Milford 

who went there in circa 1862-63.  With thanks. 

  

mailto:david@gibbons.plus.com
mailto:davidgibbons@weebly.com
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

 

Report of the June meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

  

 
Planning Matters 
Two planning decisions were noted:- 

Ref13/00401/FULL Erection of a dwelling and new retaining wall following demolition of existing wall (Revised 

scheme). Chard Cottage, Jericho Street. 

One planning applications had been received:- 

(i)Ref13/00745/FULL Erection of two storey extension and porches. Rosepark Cottages, School Lane. 

Council also noted a number of changes to Planning Permitted Development Rights effective from 30
th
 May 2013. 

MDDC had also called for Land for New Development.  Further information about these two matters may be found 

on the MDDC Planning website. 

 

Housing 

MDDC had issued a Housing Strategy Consultation document (also available on the MDDC website) which would 

be considered at the next meeting.  There was nothing specific to report regarding local housing matters. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

Several Cllrs would meet to replace the blocked pipe in Dinneford Meadow to ensure the flow of water down the 

leats. The Chairman was pleased to report that the enscribing of the stone at Jubilee Green, delayed because of the 

very wet weather until recent months, had now been completed satisfactorily. The Council is looking into the 

possibility of resurfacing the Quarry Car Park and is looking into the likely costs involved of several different types 

of surfacing. 

 

Highways 

Council was informed that a number of residents had asked DCC to extend the white line at the top of the Bullen 

Street (north side) because of problems encountered especially when large vehicles travel along the road. DCC 

Highways had also been asked to look into traffic problems in School Lane, which it seems may be receiving more 

traffic due to the closure of Hulke Lane. The Council would consider this further when DCC’s advice had been 

received. 

 

Recreation Ground 

Council agreed to place an order for new seats for the small swings, which were currently not in use.  Cllr Sims 

would treat the timber climbing frame with a suitable preservative, as recommended by the RoSPA inspection. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday, 9
th
 July 2013 at7.30pm in the Memorial Hall. 

Please note that the Council does not meet in August. 

 

Agendas of Council meetings are displayed before each meeting on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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For Sale 
Halogen Oven   Never used 

New cost £39.99p Sell at £10 

Contact  Loreen  28 Broadlands 

 

Free to good non-diet home - 

used panasonic sd-251 automatic  

bread maker with instructions 

and cookery books. tel. 860529 

  
Advertise the sale of small value items here free for 

one month – Ed. 

 

Notice Board 
 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 

 cost £2.00 
 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 860031 (Toddler Rep) 

 

 

 

 

Sylv and Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
 

2-30pm to 4-4/30pm 

Every Monday 

 

(Excluding Bank Holidays) 

 
Tea/Coffee          50p 

Slice of cake       50p 

Meeting others    Free 

Fun /laughter       Free 

Waitress service  Free 

Washing up         Nil 

Yearly party        Free 

 

Can you afford not to come? 

  

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
 

In church from 7:45 to 9 p.m. 

Thursdays:- 

July (4th – party) 18th 

  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

Practices 
Mondays at school, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.:- 

July 1st, (4th – party) and 15th        
 

New members always welcome. 

Please contact Mary Thomas, 01392 860730 

 

 

Do you need funding for the benefit of the village? 

 

Focus has money available for groups or individuals 

for funding towards activities or equipment that 

would benefit villagers. 

 

We take into account the number of potential 

beneficiaries, particularly whether they are villagers, 

and also the match funding contribution.   

 

Please make any applications to the Editor, Neville 

Lane. 

 

Allotment Holders’  AGM 
at the Exeter Inn  

 Monday 8
th

 July at 7.30 pm 
An item of food is to be brought to the AGM by all 

attendees. 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another.  Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm.  Dates and venues: 

 

18 July:  Movement at Ockero 

12 September: Spring Success at Dinneford Spring 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No.7- July/August 2013 
 

 

5 

TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

@ THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL.   
 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 

TRIAL WEEK FREE - JUST TURN UP! 

Charity Quiz Nights 

 

at the THORVERTON ARMS 

Usually on the first Sunday evening each month 

30
th
 June  

4
th
 August 

for Children’s Hospice South-West 

 

1
st
 September 

for Devon Air Ambulance 

 

Teams of up to 5  £1 per person to the named charity 

7 for 7.30pm start 

If any village charities would like to be the named 

charity for a quiz, and add to the funds raised by 

running a raffle etc, please contact us. 

e: info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk          t: 860205 

 
 

 
 
 

The Friends of Wyndham House 

Surgery 

Charity no. 1048253 

LINK UP DRIVERS REQUIRED 

Link Up drivers provide an excellent service to the 

community taking local people to health related 

appointments, this can be to hospital, Wyndham 

House or Exe Valley Surgeries. 

Although we have many voluntary drivers we need 

more so why not join our team. 

Volunteers drive their own cars and receive expenses 

of 45p per mile. Drivers decide which journeys they 

accept.If you are interested or need more information 

please contact either 

Roger Higman 01392 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.ukor 

Jenny Roach 01392 861042 

mailto:info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk
mailto:roger.higman@homecall.co.ukor
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Silverton Street Market:  

   
The Silverton Street Market, which is being held on 

Saturday, 3rd. August, looks as though it is going to 

be the most entertaining yet.  The theme for this year 

- Myths and Legend of Silverton and her Shire - will 

cause a lot of buzz. 

Lined up are the following: Weapons of Sound, a 

Plymouth based junk band; Magic Kev, a children's 

entertainer; Heart of Paragon (who describe 

themselves as adventurers in different worlds and 

parallel universes); the Tiverton majorettes; a belly 

dancer; and street entertainment from the village's 

drama group.  Strong rumours reach us that the 

village's three pubs are going to be laying on some 

entertainment (thirsty work this street market 

business).  The Donkeys from the Donkey Sanctuary 

keep asking to come back; so they are going to be 

around too!  You can eat all you like at the BBQ.  

Then how about visiting the craft tent, where some 

experts will show you how to do various skills?   If 

the children get bored, there's a whole of stuff to keep 

them entertained, like bouncy castles. 

 

It looks as though there will be more stalls than ever 

before.  Some areas have already sold 87% of their 

allotted space and every where is filling fast.  If you 

want to be represented, you better ring Miles 

Snowdon on 01392 860415, as soon as is possible.  

You can find out more about Street Market on our 

website:http://silverton.org.uk 

 

http://silverton.org.uk/
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Fursdon House, Cadbury, Devon, EX5 5JS 

 

 

 

 

 
Historic manor house with elegant Jacobean and Regency interior, home of the Fursdon family for 7 

centuries. Local history, family memorabilia and costumes, furniture and paintings on informal tour. 

Stroll in grounds and lovely walled garden. Delicious home baking in the Coach Hall. 

 

House and Garden Opening Dates 2013 

Bank Holiday Mondays and Sundays and Wednesdays in July and August 

Grounds open from 2pm to 5pm. Tours of the House at 2.30 and 3.30. 

Delicious cream teas in the Coach Hall 

 

Groups by arrangement. See www.fursdon.co.uk for information or call 01392 860860 

 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials, laundry service, photocopying – service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat  9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

  

 

 

DEVON SCHOOL OF BRIDGE 

 

Bridge lessons for 

Absolute Beginners, Improvers and 

Club Players 

Classes begin in September at Exeter, 

Silverton and Spreyton 

 

For full details contact Mike Gregory on 

01398 341458 or 07585442628 

www.bridgewebs.com/devonbridge 

 

  

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No.7- July/August 2013 
 

 

9 

 

Cheriton Fitzpaine and District Annual 

Ploughing Match 
The 68

th
 Annual Ploughing Match and Competitions 

which is to be held at Downes Home Farm by kind 

permission of Mr Henry and Mrs Susan Parker and 

Mr & Mrs Graham Kerslake 

 

Sunday 15
th

 September 2013, the time 10am 

through until 4pm. 

 

We hope to have the ploughing horses attend this 

year again which adds great excitement and 

spectacle.  .  But this year we want to widen the net 

for entrants to the classes to the craft, produce and 

junior classes.  Entry is only 50p per adult class to 

enter but the children’s classes are free to enter – 

Classes include handiwork or craft, home gardening 

and baking. 

 

Do contact our match secretary Julie Davie 01363 

772309 or email: juliedavie@outlook.com for a 

schedule / entry form or for further queries and 

information.  

 

 

 

 SILVERTON LINK UP 
 Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

and Exe Valley Surgeries 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals 

in the area. 

If you require transport contact one of the drivers 

mentioned below, giving them as much notice as 

possible.If you use the service a realistic 

donation towards the drivers expenses would be 

appreciated. 

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. 

Anyone receiving certain benefits may be 

entitled to help with hospital travel costs, contact 

the hospital you visit for further information. 

It may not always be possible to arrange a lift, as 

all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although 

they will do their best. 

DRIVERS  

Jean Hawkins 860849      John Keily 861545 

Trish Barron 860401      Ann Sobczak 881121  

Doreen Beer 860731     Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916       Dave Sleep 860678  

Roger Higman(LinkUp Co-ordinator) 860571 

  rogerhigman@homecall.co.uk 

Jenny Roach (Link Up Treasurer ) 861042 

 
 

 

This season’s honey will soon be available 

 

If you have an unwanted honey bee 

swarm, I may be able to collect/remove 

them? 

 

 

Contact:    Brian Goss,  

Little Dunsaller, Thorverton, 

EX5 5PJ,  

Tel: 01392 860210 
 

 

mailto:juliedavie@outlook.com
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Parish Church Services and News 

JULY AND AUGUST 2013 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 7 July 2013 Trinity 6  
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres              DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore   SS 

10:00 am Service of The Word & Baptism  Stoke Canon  DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  JD  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe Michael & 

Sharon Simpson 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury   JD 

06:30 pm Songs of Praise  Newton St Cyres  Lay-Led  

 

Sunday 14 July 2013 Trinity 7 
 

10:00 am Family Service of The Word     ☺  Newton St Cyres       Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon    DC 

11:15 am Morning Prayer   [BCP] Upton Pyne  DD 

 Jane Austen day at Upton Pyne 

12:00 noon Baptism  Brampford Speke  DC  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham   DC 

 

 

Sunday 21 July 2013 Trinity 8 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury     DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Poltimore  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  ☺ [C] Thorverton   DD 
   Joint with Baptist Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  JD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  JD 

 

 

Wednesday 24 July 2013  
 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton   DD  

 

Sunday 28 July 2013 Trinity 9 
 

09:00 am  Holy Communion [C] Huxham  DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  A 

Simmonds 

11:15 am Service of The Word    Rewe  Lay-Led 

03:00 pm Baptism  Upton Pyne  DD 

06:30 pm Songs of Praise  Poltimore  DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Thorverton  A 

Simmonds 

  

Sunday 4 August 2013 Trinity 10 
 

10:00 am Service With A Smile ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore   JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Stoke Canon   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe    SS 

 Lammastide Service 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DC 
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Sunday 11 August 2013 Trinity 11 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion      [C] ☺ Newton St Cyres       DC  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon    JD & H 

Whitty 

11:15 am Holy Communion    [C] Upton Pyne  DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham   DC 

 

Sunday 18 August 2013 Trinity 12 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury     JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Poltimore  Lay-Led 

& DC 

11:00 am Joint Service    Thorverton Baptist Church  Baptist 

Officiant 
   Joint with Parish Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  SS 

 Care of Animals 

12:00 noon Baptism  Brampford Speke  DD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DC 

 

Wednesday 21 August  2013  
 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton   DC  

 

 

Sunday 25 August 2013 Trinity 13 
 

09:00 am  Holy Communion [C] Huxham  DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  Michael & 

Sharon Simpson 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word    Rewe  Lay-Led 

 

Sunday 1 September 2013 Trinity 14 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore   DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Stoke Canon   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   JD 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe    DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  JD 
 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  of young children especially in mind. They are informal and contemporary 

And Family Service Thorverton & in style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without  

Newton St Cyres  communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by  

 refreshments. 

 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 
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Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

above for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations:   Mon 22 Jul Morning Prayer in Stoke Canon Church 09:00 am 

  Mon 29 Jul Morning Prayer in Stoke Canon Church 09:00 am 

  
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer                Rector 01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org   

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

Parish Letter 
 

Change - challenge or opportunity? 

 

This month is a month of change for many people;  a 

time of endings and of looking towards new 

beginnings. Children finish school for the summer 

holidays, and some of them will not be returning after 

the summer. They may be moving on to a new school 

or college. Some may be moving into the workplace, 

and some may be wondering whether they will find a 

workplace. The Bishop of Exeter begins his 

retirement this month, and the Church begins a 

search for his replacement. 

 

Whenever there is a major change which affects our 

own little worlds, we seem to look anxiously at it, as 

if the whole world will fall in on us and we will be 

abandoned to a fate we could not bear. Why is this? 

What is so frightening? It is the unknown, and for 

some reason we always believe it is cloaking danger 

or monsters or even death. In some ways this is an 

understandable reaction. What is unknown is hidden, 

in the dark, and that is where the bad things in life 

come from. Some children think the dark space under 

their bed harbours dragons or monsters. As adults we 

talk about things hidden in closets when we mean 

someone has a shameful secret. We naturally hide 

what we are ashamed of and do not want others to 

know, so we make an assumption that everything we 

cannot see is bad or dangerous,  

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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There is another way of looking at life though, and 

that is through the eyes of faith. Knowing that there 

is a God who loves us very much, who is all powerful 

and wants the best for us, makes a lot of difference to 

the way we approach changes in our lives. It does not 

mean that life will always be wonderful, and we will 

feel no pain, but it does mean that we will be able to 

cope with any difficulties along the way. We all need 

to know we are not alone, that we can share our 

needs, and that there is someone who is listening and 

can meet them. To have someone in whom we can 

put our complete trust lifts a huge weight off our 

mind. But we may be accused of living in a fantasy 

world. If we tell ourselves something often enough 

we might just believe it, but that does not mean it will 

be true. It is only worth trusting in something which 

has true substance, we cannot fool ourselves with our 

imaginations alone. 

 

Jesus Christ is the substance in which we can have 

tangible trust. He lived as one of us, and he suffered 

just as we do, through injustice. He was killed by 

crucifixion, though an innocent man, and he died. 

Jesus did this willingly for us. He trusted God and 

lived his life in a way that showed everyone around 

him that he was at one with God. They could 

recognise in Jesus the word of God living in front of 

them. He rose from the dead. God overcame the 

bonds of death through love for the one person who 

was acceptable to His eyes. 

 

'Well bully for him, he was special. That is not me.' 

we might say. But we didn't have to do it, he did it 

for all of us. Now we only have to accept it was for 

us too. We can claim a part of that victory over death 

for ourselves too. If we really accept it, it will change 

our lives, and we too will be able to live with the 

unexpected, the unknown and the changes which 

come into our lives, unhindered by anxiety, because 

we trust in the love of God to protect us. 

 

In practice we should not be looking at trouble, but 

for the opportunities God will have lined up for us as 

things change. We need to be open to seeing new 

friends, learning more about our world in which we 

are placed, noticing the beauty, joy, creativity, peace, 

love and hope it can bring. 

 

Of all those I listed at the beginning, who face 

change, it will be the young children who will be 

least affected. Why? Because they are innocent, they 

are closer to God. It is only as we encounter those 

who would attempt to rival God, that we begin to 

lose faith, and believe that bad things will trap and 

destroy us. But as Jesus said, we need to become as 

little children if we are to come into God's kingdom, 

the place of eternal life. 

 

So my challenge to you is, next time you face a 

change in your life which you see as a frightening 

place, speak to God, pray, ask to be protected from 

this fear and to be able to see God at work in your 

life. It will bring you joy and hope. You will begin to 

recognise the love God has for you. 

 

Revd. Julia Dallen 

 

Baptist Church 
My reflections this month have been prompted by a 

couple of outstanding programmes I watched on 

television recently.  The first was the transmission 

from Westminster Abbey of the Service of 

Thanksgiving for the Sixtieth Anniversary of the 

Coronation.  As  I watched, my mind went back to 

that oft-quoted speech of Her Majesty when she was 

the 21-year-old Princess Elizabeth on a trip to South 

Africa with her parents and sister.  Thanks to the 

wonders of the Internet, you can actually listen to that 

speech and follow the text at the same time.  In it, 

after reminding her listeners of the motto of some of 

her ancestors, "I serve" , she goes on to say: " I 

declare before you all that my whole life, whether it 

be long or short, shall be dedicated to your service." 

 Today we know that her life has been long and her 

commitment total.  The same programme reminded 

me also of the actual Coronation Service sixty years 

ago.  During it the Moderator of the Church of 

Scotland took a copy of the Bible. Then he and the 

Archbishop of Canterbury approached the Sovereign 
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and handed it to her with the words: "We present you 

with this book, the most valuable thing this world 

affords.  Here is wisdom. This is the royal law. 

 These are the lively oracles of God."    

 

The second TV programme was entitled "The most 

dangerous man in England."  Written and presented 

by Melvyn Bragg, it was the story of William 

Tyndale, the man who gave the nation one of its 

earliest translations of the Bible in English.  You will 

remember Tyndale as the one who famously declared 

to an ecclesiastical opponent: "If God spares my life, 

ere many years I will cause a boy that driveth the 

plough shall know more of the Scriptures than thou 

dost."  For some time God did spare his life but he 

became a hunted man and was finally tracked down 

by Henry VIII's continental agents and suffered a 

cruel death by burning.  His last words at the stake 

were, "Lord, open the King of England's eyes."   

Henry VIII in a speech spoke of "that most precious 

jewel, the Word of God."  And so it is.  But how 

many people in contemporary society are aware of 

the sacrifices of men like Tyndale so that we could 

have access to the Bible in our own language - or of 

the role it has played in our nation's heritage? 

 

The common link between these programmes is that 

of commitment - on the one hand the commitment of 

a Monarch to her people, and on the other that of a 

man of God to giving that same people the Bible in 

their own language. 

 

Saint Paul too was a man of commitment.  Before his 

conversion he was committed to himself - his 

glittering future as a Rabbi and Pharisee, a 

Hellenistic Jew with an impressive pedigree and in 

addition a Roman citizen, heir of three cultures. 

 Then he became committed to eradicating 

Christianity, this new and pernicious superstition, this 

radical departure from the ways of his forefathers that 

so irked him.  After his Damascene experience he 

was committed to the Risen Lord; forgotten the 

future dreams of glory, gone the thoughts of material 

wealth and security.   He was now a changed man, 

with a revolution in his thinking and behaviour.  His 

loyalty now went to "the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me," as he put it.  He never lost 

his sense of gratitude that Christ had stooped to 

appear to him on the Damascus Road and 

revolutionise his existence. 

 

Like Alexander the Great, Paul was for ever seeking 

new worlds to conquer, not to establish an empire but 

to preach the good news. Naturally ignorant of the 

New World, even more so of another hemisphere, he 

desired to travel to Spain, the far western border of 

the empire.  Arrested in Jerusalem and realising he 

would never get a fair trial there with treacherous 

enemies arrayed against him, he exercised his right as 

a Roman citizen and appealed to Caesar.  Under the 

escort of a sympathetic centurion, he arrived in Rome 

after a dangerous voyage.  There, according to the 

church historian Eusebius, he suffered martyrdom 

during the persecutions under Nero.  His commitment 

led him to pay the ultimate price out of loyalty to the 

Lord he loved and revered. 

 

Both the Bible and history are full of men and 

women of commitment.    We have no shortage of 

models to follow.   
 
 

Maurice Harrison  

 

Women’s Institute 
We welcomed 2 visitors to our June meeting which 

was our summer party. After a short business 

meeting we were entertained by Chris Jones who 

sang several songs from the shows ending with Sing, 

the Jubilee song which brought back happy memories 

of when we he sang it at our street party last year.  

 

Chris is starting at the college of preforming arts in 

Essex in September, we send him our best wishes for 

the future. We then had a lovely buffet supper which 

was enjoyed by all. 

 

Elizabeth Redler won flower of the month with a lily 

of the valley. The competition for a bunch of wild 

flowers was won by Barbara O'Higgins 

 

Mary Stevens 

Christian Aid Collection 2013 
The Christian Aid House to House Collection in May 

this year ended very successfully once again. My 

grateful thanks to you all, collectors and givers for 

this amount, with special thanks to all who signed 

their gift aid forms. Gift Aid raises so much more 

money for poor communities, it is life changing, and 

means a lot of extra money for people living in 

poverty. It helps to transform lives around the World, 

supporting poor communities to find their own 

solutions to poverty. Thank you again to all who 

helped this happen.  I have given the details on the 

following page. 

 

If anyone missed the Collectors in your area, and 

would still like to give please contact me at any time. 

Also if anyone feels they would like to take on 

organising this Collection for next year I would be 

very pleased and would give them all the help they 
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needed. Or failing this we can always do with extra 

collectors. Please contact me at any time. 

Phyllis Langdon 

Phyllis Langdon    

 

 

 

Brampford Speke                                                         £24-35 

The Glebe                                                                       82-53 

Cleaves Close/Lynch Close                                            56-31 

All Raddon (2Collectors)                                             129-54 

Jericho Street/The Green                                                72-57 

Silver Street/School Lane                                             625-30 

Dinneford Street                                                             61-59 

Latchmoor                                                                      55-33 

Bullens St./Dark Lane/Corbeir Court                            156-79 

Bullens Close/Broadlands/Berrysbridge Rd.                   49-67 

Thorverton Arms/Milford Lane                                    225-93 

Parish Church C.A. Service                                          132-68 

Late Arrivals                                                                  40-00 

                                                                            ------------------------ 

                                 Total                                     £ 1, 712-59   

                                                                            ---------------------------- 

 

Church Festival Accounts 
 
Following on from the letter published by the Churchwardens last month, I am pleased to report that the treasurer 

has now returned from her rest and is able to publish the figures for the Church Festival. Altogether we have raised 

£8,237 for the church thanks to a wonderful effort by so many people. A detailed breakdown is attached. 

 

Church Festival Events    

Arts Festival  £ £ £ 

 Profit from sales, entry fees, catalogues, 

donations, cake draw and lucky dip 

  3,061    

 Catering   3,196    

    6,257   

Saturday Events:     

 Teas at School       81    

 History Exhibition     359    

 Stall Fees       15    

 Name/weight of sheep/calf       64    

 White Elephant     103    

 Ice Creams       65    

 Skittles       29    

 Plant Stall     130    

 Bouncy Castle       44    

 Games Stall         9    

 Barbecue       85    

 Massage       15    

 Bookstall       69    

    1,067   

Other Events:     

 Grand Draw     751    

 Fortescue Walk     162    

       913   

Grand Total       8,237  

 

Jean Brown
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd           
Supporting Thorverton Post Office 

 

Please help by becoming a member of TCT Ltd 

which supports Thorverton Post Office by running a 

newsagency and stationery shop and also by 

receiving annual subscriptions and donations. 

 

The £5 (per person) annual subscriptions and other 

donations, are vital to keep the business going. 

Annual turnover from the TCT shop is not sufficient. 

Please complete the form below and return it with 

your subscription payment to Thorverton Post Office 

or the Membership Secretary at 25 The Glebe, 

Thorverton EX5 5LS 

 

Do contact me or our business manager Jan Hamilton   

07764 461575 if you have further questions about the 

business. 

Heather Kershaw      01392 860419           

        Chair and Membership Secretary TCT Ltd 

 

 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust 

Ltd 

I/we 

………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………… 

 

(address)……………………………………………

……………………………………….......................... 

 

(email)………………………………………………

……………………………………………………… 

 

wish to become a member(s)/renew membership of 

TCT Ltd 

 

I/we enclose membership fees (£5.00 per person) for 

the year 6/2013 – 5/2014 (cheques payable to 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 

 

(signature(s))…………………………………………

……………………………………………………… 

 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to                                                

Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary                                                          

c/o  Thorverton Post Office  or post/deliver to  

TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 

5LS  

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall  
Reg. Charity no. 203778 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During May and June the Memorial Hall has been the 

venue for a wedding, a joint birthday party and a 

Village Fun Day which was organised and run by the 

Thorverton Country show Committee. All these 

events were a success, with the wedding and the fun 

day being blessed by particularly fine weather. 

  

Jeff Grace has already taken a number of bookings 

for wedding celebrations that are due to take place at 

the hall next year, and looking to the future we are 

making enquiries into the feasibility of the hall being 

licensed for Civil Ceremonies.   

 

The next Saturday Market at the hall will be on 

Saturday 13
th
 July 2013. 

Mike Shelton 

 

 

 

 

I Don’t Believe It                               
       
Having recently experienced an expensive meltdown 

of my laptop I’ve concluded they are not suitable for 

use on your lap, or indeed any place where the 

efficacy of cooling might be reduced. Whilst talking 

about computers, I’ve thought for years how 

convenient it would be for CD’s, DVD’s, etc. to be 

credit card sized. I used such a card recently and no 

longer think it’s a good idea – it sounded just like a 

Sea King helicopter landing in the study! 

 

Occasionally I’m amused at the job descriptions 

penned by anti-personnel departments. However, this 

advert worried me “….must be able to work 

independently and make complex judgements based 

on incomplete information.” (MOD advertisement for 

Nuclear Submarine Engineers, June 2013)  

 
Commentator 
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 Family Fun Day 
 

 

 

 

 
 
We had an amazing day at our first ever Family Fun 

Day!  Of course the fabulous weather helped but we 

had a lot of fun watching you taking part in the 

archery (which did get a bit competitive at times!), 

climbing the wall (some more nervous than others), 

displaying your baking and craft skills in the 

Homecraft competition and showing off your four-

legged friends in the ever popular Dog Show (thanks 

Best Western Hotel!).  Not to mention the fabulous 

live music from The Fuse and Chris Jones.   

 

Local businesses generously donated prizes for the 

raffle (thanks to the Ruffwell Inn, Thorverton Arms, 

Exe Valley Farm Shop and Zephyr Travel) and local 

crafters and traders added to the atmosphere setting 

out their wares on the market stalls.  And of course 

there was the Balloon Race, our finale for the day.  

The winners of the race have received gift voucher 

prizes, they were: 

 

1
st
  - Hannah James, balloon found in Yealmpton (47 

miles) 

2
nd

  - Adam Williams, balloon found in Blackawton 

(46 miles) 

 

3
rd

  - Lucas Payne, balloon found in Ugborough (41 

miles) 

  

Thank you to everyone who volunteered and 

supported us before, during and after the event.  Your 

help meant that we made a small surplus on the day 

which we have been pleased to donate and share with 

the following local organisations:  Brownies, Guides, 

Pre-school, Thorverton C of E Primary School, Royal 

British Legion and Thorverton Millennium Green 

Trust. 

 

We would love to hear your thoughts about the day 

and any ideas or suggestions you have to improve it 

for next year (yes we are planning to do it again) so if 

you have any comments please get in touch. 

 

So what next?  Bingo!!  Starting on 6
th
  August we 

will hold a regular Bingo evening on the first 

Tuesday of each month, leading up to a Christmas 

Bingo in December.  Tickets will be on sale for just 

50p for 8 games, so come along and have some fun! 

 

Caroline Taverner 

 

 

.Photos by Barrie Phillips 
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More Fun day Photos from David 
Parker and John Spivey 
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Garden Club 
 

On Monday 20
th
 May we enjoyed a return visit of 

Allan French.  On his previous visit he spoke 

extensively about planting for autumn and winter and 

this time the subject was with regard to spring and 

summer.  As before he brought with him a huge 

selection of seasonal plants and shrubs and once 

again it was a very informative and enjoyable 

evening. 

 

On Tuesday 4
th
 June a party of approximately 

thirteen members and friends went to Castle Drogo 

for the day.  The weather was sunny and dry for 

once!  In the morning we had a conducted tour 

around the garden and grounds and after a splendid 

lunch a tour around the castle.  At the moment the 

building is undergoing a huge renovation project 

which will take several years to complete but when 

finished the result will be well worth the tremendous 

amount of work involved.  The views from the 

grounds over the surrounding countryside were 

spectacular. 

 

On Wednesday 12
th
 June Pat Overton, Chris Murrey, 

Pat Brookes and I had a very pleasant afternoon at 

Bickham House at Kenn which is opened each year 

under the NGS scheme.  This is a private house 

owned by John and Julia Tremlett with gardens 

extending to 7 acres.  I went there about three years 

ago and since then quite a lot of new areas have been 

created including a delightful Mediterranean rockery.  

The afternoon was rounded off with a delicious 

cream tea. 

 

On Saturday 29
th
 June at 2.30pm there will be Open 

Gardens and Teas at Cowley courtesy of Nick and 

Jilly Baker and Chris and Simon Grundy.  There will 

also be a plant stall.   

 

Finally on Saturday 13
th
 July we will be visiting 

Cowley Bridge Open Gardens for which we will be 

meeting at Upton Pyne Village Hall for a 2pm 

departure.  These gardens are off of Wreford Lane so 

not very far away. 

 

If anyone is interested in joining us for these visits or 

would like more details about the Garden Club then 

please do contact me on 861 205. 

 

Our next talk at the Village Hall will be on Monday 

16
th
 September when Nick Baker will be showing 

slides and talking about Monet and his garden at 

Giverny. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

Recipe 
 
BABY ROAST POTATO SALAD 

 

2 lb (900g) baby new potatoes 

2tbsp olive oil 

Sprig of fresh rosemary 

8oz (225g) streaky bacon (optional) cut into strips 

4 spring onions sliced 

5fl oz (150ml) sour cream 

 

 Set oven at 200C / 400F / Gas 7 

 Blanch potatoes in boiling water for 5 mins 

& drain 

 Heat oil in roasting tin 

 Add potatoes & rosemary & roast for 20 

mins 

 Fry bacon until crispy 

 Add spring onions & fry for 30 secs 

 Drain oil from potatoes and sprinkle bacon & 

onions over them 

 Pour sour cream on top, season to taste with 

salt and pepper & serve hot or cold. 

 

From Sustainable Crediton 

 

 

 

 

Church Week Refreshment Team 
Wow! what an amazing week!! Thank You so much 

to everyone who contributed in anyway shape or 

form to the Refreshment Team, Thanks to you all, we 

raised a staggering £3,190.63 amazing or what!!! 

There are so many people to thank and I am always 

very nervous in case I should unwittingly leave 

someone out, if that should happen please do not 

hesitate to give me a ticking off and I will eat humble 

pie in September’s issue.  

 

First and foremost, I would like to wholeheartedly 

thank, Mary Thomas... she was as always awesome!! 

What an amazing women! I usually have the honour 

of having Mary as my church "best friend" however 

this year Mary's actually best friend came to join the 

team and truly fitted in as if she had worked with us 

for years! Thank you Chris, Jan, Lyn and Ann ran the 

early bird shift in the vestry and were absolutely 

fantastic! They work so well as a team, heads down, 

no fuss, get the job done! What more could you ask 

for... Thank You so much girls.  

 

In the kitchen with me for the early bird shift this 

year, we put together a new team, myself, Claire, 

Jan & Ross and we had the counter full to bursting 

with the donated cakes, gateaux & desserts by 10am 
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Then the many, shift workers came in and did their 

magic by selling & restocking throughout the day and 

in to the evening... without exception everyone 

worked so hard. It never ceases to amaze me how 

many people are willing to volunteer their time. It's 

not just the team on the rota, there's the army of 

bakers who bake and donate everything we have to 

sell. Thank you all so much.  Add to this everyone 

who is kind enough to give us a donation towards our 

shopping list and the combination is breathtaking! 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

 

We are also blessed to have sponsors for many items. 

For many year now the same couple have donated 

all of our salad vegetables, and we use a huge 

amount! We use gallons of milk, which is also 

donated, then there is the teabags, sugar & coffee... 

butter pats, napkins & paper cups, all donated... in 

fact everything we use is donated... how amazing is 

that!! So, Thank you, thank you all so very much... 

together we all contributed to the amazing total raised 

in the "Restaurant" I would also like to thank The 

Best Western Tiverton Hotel, The Exeter Inn and The 

Thorverton Arms for their kind and generous 

donations. However I could not finish without paying 

a very special Thank You to The Exe Valley Farm 

Shop, who, as always, work tirelessly to secure 

sponsors and donations from their many suppliers 

and customers, Russell and Bex, you are absolute 

stars!! 

 

I will finish by thanking one very special lady, Ethel 

Sellick one of the founding members of the 

refreshment team. Ethel dons her marigolds and 

apron and takes her place behind the counter to 

ensure standard are kept. I adore Ethel, we all do and 

we are proud to have her on the team. I am always 

happy to see walk through the door, as I know then 

the boss has arrived. Thank you everyone for the 

awesome result.  My very best wishes to you all. 

 

Anji Hartnell-Todd  
 

TARTS 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers  and 

Trampers 

 
 

 

On 25
th
 May 14 TARTS and 2 dogs assembled for 

the final section of the Exe Valley Way. Technically 

the section from Simonsbath to Exe Head is not part 

of the official EVW, but the Two Moors Way. 

However, as we started in Starcross back in the 

depths of January, we simply had to complete the 

journey from sea all the way back to source.  

We had the most perfect weather; sunny but not too 

hot, and clear. We headed out from Simonsbath 

through a short section of woodland before heading 

across open moorland in the direction of Exe Head. 

Despite the fabulous weather and the accessibility of 

this part of the moor we saw very few fellow 

walkers, but we were incredibly fortunate to see a 

beautiful herd of red deer. We counted about 23 of 

them – about half a mile away from us. We stopped 

and stared at them for a good while, and they in turn 

stared back at us, before they disappeared in search 

of somewhere more secluded.  

We enjoyed a leisurely picnic lunch at Exe Head, 

reflecting on the various stages of the EVW, and 

Jenny produced a bottle of wine from her rucksack to 

toast our achievement, which was a lovely surprise. 

We finished off with the obligatory tea and cake in 

Simonsbath – the perfect end to our journey. Well 

done to all those who made it! 

 

Future walks and events 

Saturday 29
th
 June – 7-8 mile walk around Woodbury 

Common led by Anne 

Saturday 13
th
 July – Shorter walk led by Graeme 

Saturday 27
th
 July – Longer walk around 

Okehampton and Meldon led by Anne 

Saturday 10
th
 August – Walk led by Anne and Gerry 

Saturday 31
st
 August – Walk led by Caroline 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 
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walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 

 

Legal Eagle 
Intoxication may be either voluntary (self-induced) or 

involuntary. 

 

Intoxication presents problems when considering 

issues of criminal culpability. What can, however, be 

said with a degree of certainty is that voluntary 

intoxication rarely provides a defence.‘A man who 

by his own voluntary act debauches and destroys his 

will power, shall be no better situated in regard to 

criminal acts than a sober man.‘ Lord Birkenhead 

L.C. in DPP –v- Beard [1920]. 

 

The Criminal Law is not concerned with how or why 

the accused became intoxicated, whether by alcohol, 

drugs, or medication. Intoxication will be regarded as 

voluntary where the accused knowingly abuses any 

one or more of these substances, provided that they 

are generally known to be dangerous in the sense of 

leading to intoxication. The fact that the accused 

under-estimated the strength of the drug or alcohol 

ingested does not prevent the subsequent intoxication 

from being voluntary Allen [1989]. 

 

As we have previously seen, the majority of criminal 

offences require the prosecution to establish that the 

accused had both the mens rea and committed the 

actus reus required by the definition of the offence. 

 

The accused may adduce evidence that he was 

voluntarily intoxicated at the time when he commited 

the actus reus of the offence. In Majewski [1976] the 

accused (M) appealed against convictions of assault 

occasioning actual bodily harm and assault of a 

police constable in the execution of his duty on the 

ground that he was too intoxicated, through a 

combiation of drugs and alcohol to form the 

appropriate mesn rea. M was a drug addict who, over 

the previous two days, had consumed a large quantity 

of amphetamines and barbituates before spending an 

evening drinking in a pub where the offences were 

committed. M’s appeal was dismissed and, in 

dismissing the appeal their Lordships set out what 

has become known as the rule in Majewski: 

voluntary intoxication may be used as a defence in 

crimes of specific intent where the evidence supports 

the contention that the accused was so intoxicated as 

to be unable to form the specific intent required for 

the commission of the offence; but not in crimes of 

basic intent where recklessness suffices as sufficient 

form of mens rea. 

 

Applying the rule to the facts, their Lordships held 

that as the offences charged were crimes of basic 

intent, voluntary intoxication could not be relied 

upon as a defence. 

 

The reason for denying voluntary intoxication as a 

defence to crimes of basic intent was given by Lord 

Elwyn Jones L.C. The accused is presumed to have 

acted recklessly in becoming voluntarily intoxicated 

and this recklessness is sufficient mens rea for a 

crime of basic intent. 

 

The fact that the accused is able to rely upon the 

defence of voluntary intoxication in relation to 

crimes of specific intent does not, however, mean 

that the accused will be relieved of criminal liability. 

The reason for this is that in many instances where 

the accused does escape liability for a crime of 

specific intent he will often be convicted of a basic 

intent crime in the alternative. Obvious examples are 

where the accused is charged with murder ( a specific 

intent crime, which requires proof of an intention to 

kill or an intention to cause gbh) as happened in 

Lipman [1970] but is convicted of manslaughter ( a 

basic intent crime ). Similarly where the accused is 

charged under s18 Offences Against the Person Act 

1861 (a specific intent crime) but is convicted under 

s20 (a basic intent crime). 

 

There are, however, some specific intent crimes, theft 

is one example, that have no lesser basic intent 

alternative. In such cases the voluntary intoxication 

would be a complete defence. 

 

The limitations imposed upon the defence are 

enhanced by what might be called the ‘Dutch 

courage‘ cases. In A-G for Northern Ireland –v- 

Gallagher [1963], the accused (G) decided to kill his 

wife; he bought a knife and a bottle of whiskey. He 

drank most of the whiskey and then killed his wife 

with the knife. The defence argued either that he was 

insane or so drunk as to be incapable of forming the 

necessary intent. Whilst the Court of Appeal reversed 

his conviction for murder because there had been a 

misdirection on insanity, nevertheless, the Court 

emphasised that it is no defence where the accused 

takes intoxicants in order to give himself Dutch 

courage to commit the crime, even though at the time 

of commission he had consumed so much that he did 

not form the necessary mens rea.  

 

Where the intoxication is involuntary e.g., where the 

accused’s non-alcoholic drink has been laced with 

alcohol by a third party, the intoxication may provide 
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a complete defence to crimes of specific intent 

provided that mens rea is negated. The same rule 

applies equally to crimes of basic intent. 

 

Next month we shall begin to look at defences of 

justification and compulsion. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Golf Society  
Sunday 26

th
 May.  

Well attended with 14 Players turning out on a 

glorious sunny day. The good weather was so rare 

that it was probably responsible for the scores overall 

being lower than might have been expected. 

The presentation was conducted this time by 

whispering Phil Beasley. (It’s probably only people 

that were not in Thorverton at the time who did not 

hear the results!) 

 

The winner was Scott Hasler with an impressive 19 

points and a 1 shot handicap cut. Runner up was Phil 

Beasley with 18 points and joint third were Chris 

Harlow and Paul Richards with 15 points. Bringing 

up the rear were jointly David Ashworth and Jim 

Chappelle who managed to record his lowest ever 

score. 

 

There were several Donna-Y nominations, with 

David Ashworth with a 12” putt that only went 4”, 

Chris Harlow’s act of sabotage, having kindly helped 

his dad putting his trolley together for it to collapse 

half way up the first fairway! The bolt has to go into 

the locking hole Chris! The winner was Roger 

Flitney who with his playing partners spent several 

minutes looking for his ball in the rough on the edge 

of the 8
th
 hole. Having decided to give up Roger 

moved his trolley forward to reveal the ball!  

 

Sunday 9
th

 June  
Today was the annual pairs competition. 

The winners with a fine score of 23 points were Mike 

Shelton and Steve Gidley who were closely followed 

by the runners up Scott Hasler and Paul Richards 

with 22 points. 

In third place with 21 points were Phil Beasley and 

Geoff Bulley, who were nominated for the Donna-y 

trophy due to missing several putts on the 9
th
 green 

which cost them a place in the winners enclosure. 

However the winner of this prestigious trophy today 

was David Harlow, who on arriving at the course 

noted that all the long grass around the pond halfway 

up the first hole had been cut for the first time in 

ages, and then of course promptly put his tee shot 

straight into it. 

 

The knockout competition has progressed with Phil 

Beasley beating Andy French and will now play the 

semi-final against Chris Harlow who beat David 

Harlow. Bob Hyde managed to beat Rhys Roberts on 

the last hole as did Jim Chappelle against Mike 

Shelton, but he did have a little help with Mike 

allegedly taking 7 putts on the 9
th
 green.  

The dates arranged for July are Sunday 14
th
 and 

Sunday 28
th
. August dates are Sunday 11

th
 and bank 

holiday Monday 26
th
 which will be the Texas 

Scramble Competition. All aspiring golfers welcome, 

details from the Exeter Inn. 

 

Mike Shelton and Steve Gidley Winners of the pairs 

Trophy 

G S Potter 

 

 

Rainfall Record 
 

This month’s chart shows the rainfall recorded each 

month for the first half of the year.  I should 

apologise that for June it does not compare like with 

like for the 2013 bar only includes until 22
nd

 whereas 

the bar for the average of 2004-12 is for the whole 

month.  Nevertheless, it paints an interesting picture.  

As always I am indebted to Gus Christianson for 

providing the readings: 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 
 
Bryony was a lecturer in pre-history at Exeter 

University until 2008 and started her talk with the 

suggestion that she should have brought her dog 

along to act as a visual aid. 

 

She explained her interest in the way animals had 

developed and interacted with humans and this had 

led to her research in the subject. 

 

The dog family includes foxes, jackals and wolves.  

There are no wolves in the wild in Great Britain now, 

although this wasn’t always the case.   The North 

American wolf is a little different to the European 

one, but all wolves are very adaptable and able to live 

in many different environments.  They have evolved 

to suit the climate they live in.  They live in packs or 

family groups, usually small and under 10 in number. 

 

Their hunting style depends on the size of their prey 

and their presence can have an effect on the local 

environment – in Sweden the number of coal tits 

increased as they fed on the carcasses left by the 

wolves.  

 

Archaeological evidence shows that wolves were 

common throughout the ice age. Bones have been 

found in caves and show some were the victims of 

human hunting and some had been hunted and killed 

by other animals.  There are many skeletal remains at 

Star Carr in the Vale of Pickering. 

 

Wolves were still around in Britain in the Anglo 

Saxon period and the wolf element can be found in 

place names like Wolborough – wolves hill or 

Woolwell – wolf spring.  Medieval manuscripts show 

wolves being hunted by man in different ways, some 

were caught in circular traps and some were the 

victim of metal spring devices hidden in meat. 

 

Wolves became extinct in Britain from about the 18
th
 

century although they continued in Europe and their 

numbers are now expanding there.  The best wolf 

hounds for hunting were dogs crossed with wolves 

and when they had a role in the film industry, such 

cross breeds were used as they could be trained. 

 

Wolves have appeared in myth and legend, some 

good like Lupa with Romulus and Remus and some 

bad like Fenrir, the wolf who was going to kill Odin. 

There was the wicked wolf who was after Little Red 

Riding Hood and they have featured in many horror 

films. 

 

Wolves and dogs are closely related. In 1981 Juliet 

Clutton-Brock decided that every dog is descended 

from wolves based on research into their bone 

structure and teeth. Later genetic analysis confirmed 

this to be the case.  

 

Bone evidence shows that dogs developed about 

14,000 years ago. Excavations in Sweden have 

uncovered burials which contain both human and dog 

bones. Other graves have a large dog skeleton along 

with flint knives and decorated bones. Humans and 

dogs are now showing a special relationship. 

 

Dogs became part of the social community and 

domestication started some 30 thousand years ago, 

although there is still some debate about this in the 

archaeological world. 

 

One dog skeleton was found with a mammoth bone 

in its mouth. In caves at Chauvet, child and dog 

prints have been found in the soft clay floor and date 

back about 26 thousand years. 

 

Both humans and dogs are very adaptable and 

sociable – they hunt together, provide company,  

security, transport, warmth and act as guide or 

support dogs. 

 

The whippet, miniature pinscher, greyhound and 

Staffordshire bull terrier are the closest to the wolf 

family, in sharing genetic makeup. 

Robert Turner     
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
 

July & August 2013 Newsletter 

 

If you are plus you can 

join! 
 

JULY & AUGUST OUTINGS 

 

Steam Train & River Cruise – 4
th

 July 

We leave Silverton at 0830 (with the usual Exe 

Valley pick-ups) and travel by coach to Paignton for 

a steam train ride to Kingswear before crossing the 

river by ferry to spend 2 hours in Dartmouth prior to 

a relaxing river one-hour cruise to Totnes where we 

rejoin our coach back to the Exe Valley. Inclusive 

cost £22. 

 

Longleat 

A visit to the impressive stately home of the Marquis 

of Bath in Wiltshire also noted for its landscaped 

gardens, maze and “drive through” safari park with 

over 500 animals including giraffe, monkeys, rhino, 

lion, cheetah, tigers and wolves.  Cost includes entry 

to all attractions £25, Seniors & Children £22. 

 

Monday WHIST (fortnightly) 
Whist afternoons are on July 1, 15, 29 and August 12 

& 19 at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton at 2:00 PM.  

Entrance fee £2 includes a raffle ticket, tea & biscuits 

(sometimes cake!).  It is easy to learn and helps keeps 

the brain active! 

 

Tuesday COFFEE MORNINGS with optional 

Quiz/Game   

Our monthly Tuesday Coffee Mornings will be on 

the 16
th
 July and 13

th
 August between 1000 and 1130 

at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton. An opportunity 

to book for events, meet friends or perhaps take part 

in the quiz.  Entrance charge only £0.50 plus optional 

Raffle.  Do come along - everyone is most welcome.  

 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS  Prices 

include coach cost and venue admission 

21 AUG    St Mawes and ferry to Frenchmans 

Creek  £22 Depart 0830* 

18 SEP    Cotswolds (Broadway) & Steam train ride       

£22 Depart 0900 

21 OCT    Lacock Abbey, Fox Talbot Museum & 

Village £20 Depart 0900 

Departure time is from Silverton Square. * denotes 

local Exe Valley pick-ups available 

Minutes before/after Silverton: Tiverton -30: Ruffwell 

+5: Rewe +8, Stoke Canon +10 

 

2013 CLUB HOLIDAYS  

Bookings are now being accepted for our Autumn 

Holiday (5 Days/4 Nights from 30 SEP-04 OCT) 

staying at the 3 Star Best Western Yorke House 

Hotel Eastbourne with a stunning sea-front position 

200 yards from the Pier.  Price £285 (based a two 

persons sharing: Single Room £30 extra) is inclusive 

of Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and excursions to 

Sheffield Park Gardens, the Bluebell Railway, 

Brighton, the South Downs and picturesque village of 

Alfriston.  

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further 

details of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info 

Martin Clough 

Nature Notes 
 
It is typical the moment I put pen to paper that 

something is due to be seen, it will occur the next 

day, on this occasion it was to see a May bug. I set 

my moth trap the night of 20
th
 May (the very same 

night I e-mailed off Natures Notes) and the next 

morning I had a May bug (cockchafer) clinging to the 

side of the trap. Two nights later I trapped my first 

hawk-moth of the year, a poplar hawk-moth. It is 

surprising what can turn up in a moth trap. Already 

this year I have had a tree bumble bee (starting from 

its head to tail its colour is orange, black then white) 

and a large black 

beetle. 

 

Last month I also 

mentioned our snake 

had returned to our 

fishpond. We were 

sure it was 

“Snakepit” (the silly 

name I gave her) and 

we noticed she was 

rather thin. On the 

morning of 21
st
 May 

I brought the moth 

trap to a table 

outside the backdoor 

to check the contents of the trap, the same morning 

the May bug was found. Suddenly there was 

splashing coming from the pond beside me and to my 

amazement Snakepit had caught one of our larger 

goldfish and was trying to haul it backwards out of 

the pond. She had her jaws clamped very firmly over 

the fish’s mouth and I could not coax her into letting 

go. There was little I could do because grass snakes 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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are a protected species. After some hours she gave up 

the fish and we think it was because the fish was too 

big, bitten off more than she could chew so to speak. 

Sadly the fish died of its ordeal. This is one of a 

number of photographs taken of the incident by Alan 

Balkwill. 

Here is a picture of a hedgehog’s nest, discovered in 

the garden of May Cottage in Bullen Street.  

 

A hedgehog is still visiting the area beneath our bird 

feeders. Last month I asked the question “do 

hedgehogs eat seeds”? Mick Batt who lives in 

Broadlands, has responded and says every year he 

gets hedgehogs on a nightly basis. They also hang 

around the bird feeding stations, but he has never 

been able to see exactly what they are eating. These 

are also areas where slugs congregate when 

conditions are okay, so maybe, maybe not.  

 

Pat Butt called me to her home at Bullens Close to 

look at a large moth on her gate. It turned out to be a 

pair of mating pale tussock moths. I was very pleased 

to see the moths because I had not come across a 

male pale tussock before, who is much smaller than 

the female. It is more common for female pale 

tussocks to come to light. I happened to be in the 

quarry car park recently at 7.30 am and spotted three 

pale tussocks and a straw dot moth resting on the post 

office portacabin, drawn there by the light next to the 

door. 

 

Those of us who have bird feedings stations continue 

to enjoy the variety of birds still visiting including 

bullfinches that seem to have dropped their normal 

shyness. Redpolls are still seen in gardens at 

Cadbury. 

 

On Saturday August 10
th
 all are welcome to attend a 

tiger hunt at the Millennium Green from 2pm to 4pm. 

Please see Notice Board for more information.  

 

Jenny Garne, 01392 860875 

Jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

Poetry 
 

Devon's Bounty 

There is nothing lovelier to be seen 

Than Devon dressed in springtime green, 

As every tree in hedge or glade 

Wears a cloak in varied shade, 

Of mother nature's favoured tones 

In leaf, in fern, in moss on stones, 

It lifts the spirit, lifts the eye; 

Too swiftly does this season fly; 

But spreads a backdrop for summer flowers, 

Soon to reveal their vibrant powers, 

As poppies, roses, pinks appear, 

More beauty for the heart to cheer. 

There is nothing more pleasing to behold 

Than Devon's bounty - our priceless gold; 

How thankful should we be indeed 

On such as this our sould to feed. 

  

Doreen Beer 

 

 

mailto:Jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Water Courses

School Report 
 
It has been a really productive and exciting term for 

the children here at Thorverton C of E Primary 

School. It is at this time of year that the children sit 

their SATs exams, an opportunity for them to show 

what they have learnt. Our Year 6 children took this 

all in their stride and we are proud of the way they 

dealt with taking their first real exams. The day-to-

day teaching in our school is superb with all of our 

children being taught by good to outstanding 

teachers. Good teaching leads to an exciting and 

varied curriculum and the opportunities we have been 

able to offer our children have enriched what they 

have been learning within the classroom. 

 

As part of the Exe Valley Federation we have been 

able to offer children in years 4, 5 and 6 the 

opportunity to go away on residential trips with 

children of the same age in our partner schools: 

Newton St Cyres and Cheriton Fitzpaine. The Year 4 

children went to Beam House near Torrington. Year 

5 children went to the Dartmoor Training Centre and 

Year 6 went to Grenville House in Brixham. They all 

took part in a range of outdoor activities including 
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surfing, kayaking and caving. These opportunities 

provide valuable learning opportunities as well as a 

chance to make new friends and have a good time! 

 

Our Year 6 children all completed the Exmoor 

Challenge which is a 16-mile timed walk across 

Exmoor. They have to navigate their own way across 

the moor using a map and compass. There was an 

overwhelming sense of pride in their achievements. 

We will be back next year! 

 

Sport has taken high priority this term. Our tag rugby 

team has had tremendous success taking part at 

tournaments in Cullompton, Crediton and Exeter. 

Our team is coached by Dickie Barron and Jonathan 

Dovell and has shown significant improvement 

thanks to their involvement: the team reached the 

plate final at the Cullompton Tournament. 

 

Our Kwik Cricket team reached the final of the Year 

6 East Devon Kwik Cricket Competition held at 

Exmouth. They were beaten by Stockland in the final 

but this is the first time Thorverton has ever entered 

and the children were superb. 

 

Following 

our 

success 

last term 

in winning 

the 

Crediton 

area 

schools 

swimming 

gala, four of our girls competed in the English 

Schools Swimming Championships held at Millfield 

School in Somerset. All of our children are now 

benefitting from swimming lessons at Lords Meadow 

Pool in Crediton. 

 

We have also been out and about this term. Class 2 

were invited to the Millennium Field to plant wild 

flower seeds which are now growing and hopefully 

flowering soon! Class 3 visited Cranbrook School as 

part of their topic looking at networks. They studied 

the differences between an old and a new 

community. Class 2 went to Tiverton Castle to 

celebrate their topic on castles and dressed up for the 

occasion. 

Class 1 and Pre-school went together to visit the 

National Marine Aquarium in Plymouth as they have 

been studying life under the sea as their topic. They 

also went on a farm visit near Ide as part of their ‘On 

The Farm’ topic. Class 3 went to the Kingfisher 

Awards Scheme. This was a well organised farm visit 

where the children studied wildlife. They will follow 

this up by creating a display at a presentation evening 

in July. Year 5 children went to Cheriton Fitzpaine 

School for an art day following up the work they did 

on their residential trip to Dartmoor. We were lucky 

enough to have our governor Laurie Steen Bowles 

come along and we benefitted from her input as a 

professional artist. Following this, a small group of 

gifted and 

talented 

children 

from 

across the 

Federation 

has 

decorated 

a model 

gorilla as 

part of an 

arts project organised by Paignton Zoo. The gorillas 

will be appearing in Exeter city centre throughout 

August. 

 

We have welcomed a number of visitors to the school 

including Ann Varker, Julia Dallen, Dave Carrington 

and Sarah Cooke who have all led collective worship. 

Douglas Dettmer took a communion service in 

school. Members of the local church as well as 

parents were there to take communion along with 

some members of staff. It was a very powerful 

service which was respected by the whole school 

community. My thanks to Douglas for leading this 

important event in our school calendar. 

 

We have a number of artistic and musical 

opportunities this term. The Thorverton Arms is 

currently proudly displaying examples of the 

children’s artwork from Class 3 and Class 2. This 

was part of the Church Week celebrations but forms 

a semi-permanent exhibition. Class 3 went to the 

Northcott Theatre to watch a brilliant performance of 

‘I Was a Rat’. This was followed up by a workshop 

the following week organised by DAISI (Devon Arts 

In Schools Initiative). 

 

We have a number of music teachers who come into 

school each week. Ginny Cutler and her guitar 

students gave a performance for the rest of the school 

to enjoy. She has a large number of students at 

different levels. Heather Kershaw gave a woodwind 
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and keyboards assembly for her students to celebrate 

their achievements. Tony the drum teacher gave a 

drum performance for the children and Chris Parker 

runs a popular after-school guitar club. 

Mary Thomas, Heather Kershaw and Marj Maynard 

continue to run Junior Consort. 

 

The school has been using the Memorial Hall this 

term as a space for our PE sessions and to practice 

for the Crediton Arts Festival performance. 

Thorverton Cricket Club has kindly allowed us to use 

their ground to run a school cricket club. Mr White, 

Mr Mackie, Miss Dudley, Clive Hamblin, Tammi 

Vukusic and David Abrahams run the club. 50 

children regularly attend. The cricket club has also 

provided us with two coaches who volunteer their 

time to help coach the children. 

 

We are very grateful to The Leonard Trust who very 

kindly made donations towards PE mats, new tag 

rugby kit and some of the cost of our residential trips. 

We would also like to thank Alex Fice who set up an 

exhibition in the school showcasing the history of 

Thorverton. He showed all the children around the 

exhibition and then opened it to the public over the 

weekend of the Church Fair. 

 

It has been a very busy term for Thorverton C of E 

Primary School. We are keeping our fingers crossed 

for good weather on our sports day and building up to 

saying farewell to our leavers at the end of term. 

Finally I would like to invite you to take a look at our 

new website:  

www.thorverton-ce-primary.devon.sch.uk 

 

Olly White 

Head of Teaching and Learning 

 

Thorverton Millennium Green 
 
The Trustees of the Thorverton Millennium Green 

are delighted to report that Shirley Hoole has left a 

truly magnificent legacy to help with the 

maintenance of the Green. At present we are 

fortunate to have volunteers who give their time to 

maintaining the Green but in the future it may be 

necessary to pay for grass cutting etc. This gift is a 

very major contribution towards securing the future 

of the Green for the enjoyment of the whole village. 

The Trustees will discuss a suitable way of 

remembering her great generosity. 

  

Margaret Turner Warwick 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thorverton-ce-primary.devon.sch.uk/
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The Garden in July 
 

 I have just looked back on the previous 2 years for 

July and have a slight feeling of déjà vu.  We have 

not  experienced a ‘flaming June’ but I do feel we are 

slightly better off than the previous 2 years which 

seem to have been continuously grey and wet.  This 

year has given us better growing weather in June 

with a certain amount of bright sunshine and not so 

much humidity.  This has helped to keep the blight 

off the potato crop so far.  The big difference this 

year is that everything is so much later than previous 

years.  I have not started to harvest potatoes yet or 

broad beans but should have a very good crop when I 

do.  My problem with this is that I follow the broad 

beans with the runner beans and the runner beans are 

ready to go out and the broad beans will be another 

month in the ground  .…help!! 

 

Plant out your annuals as soon as possible now so 

that they can benefit from the warmer nights and 

longer days of light and hopefully sunshine.  If you 

are planting out perennial shrubs and trees during this 

period make sure that you give the plant at least an 

hour soaking in water before planting.  This will 

allow the plant to enter the ground ‘turgid’  ie full of 

water and will help the plant cope with the shock of 

transplanting and losing water by transpiration.  

Always choose a dull day for such planting if 

possible to help with these problems.  The rate of 

transpiration will be greatly increased on a hot sunny 

day.  Another helpful tip is to pour a couple of 

watering cans of water into your planting hole, 

allowing each one to drain away; then plant as usual,  

watering the plant in.  All these precautions will help 

prevent stress for the plant which planting now will 

create.  Very importantly keep watered throughout 

the season until autumn rain takes over.  Only on a 

day which has produced heavy rain should you 

neglect to check your plant. 

 

 Start to dead-head your roses as they finish 

flowering to encourage later blooms. You can cut 

each flowering stem back by about a third, a form of 

summer pruning.  The exception to this rule is for all 

roses where you hope for a good display of autumn 

hips.  Roses will also benefit from a feed at this point 

as they have used considerable energy to produce 

their floral display and need a boost to get them 

going again. This will also help them to fight off 

pests and diseases.  Try and keep your roses clear of 

vigorous foliage  from neighbouring plants so that 

there is plenty of air around them and pick up any 

leaf litter that has collected at the base of the plants.   

 

It is a good time to look around your garden when 

everything has grown to its full size and make plans 

for improvements or adjustments for next year.  Are 

things too crowded or plant combinations working?  

It is difficult to remember in the depths of winter, 

when everything has died back and is leafless, just 

how big some plants become and now is a good time 

to make those decisions. 

 

In the veg. garden it is time to stop harvesting your 

rhubarb and asparagus.  Both these plants are 

perennial and will live and produce fine harvests for 

many years if treated with respect and it is time for 

them to concentrate on repairing the damage of 

harvesting by boosting up their underground store of 

sugars ready for a good harvest next year.  So stop 

harvesting and allow the leaves to develop as the 

plant wishes.  In the case of asparagus, this is quite 

dramatic as the plant produces tall, feathery foliage.  

Support for these delicate fern like stems is helpful as 

strong winds will knock them over and break them 

off at the bottom when they become useless to the 

plant.  The rhubarb needs no support even if the 

leaves are flopped over but do not be tempted to tidy 

them up too much or remove them all as the leaves 

produce the sugars for next year’s crop and you will 

not help your plant if you remove them.  In both 

cases leave them until the autumn when the 

asparagus fern will turn golden and can then be    

removed and the rhubarb leaves will turn to pulp and 

can then be tidied away. 

 

Of course Neville, the best bit of advice I can give 

you for July is to get out that deckchair at the first 

opportunity, put it in the middle of your lawn and sit 

and enjoy all your hard work. Don`t forget that glass 

of chilled white wine!!  (That’s what I call gardening 

advice, thank you Lorraine – Ed) 

                  

Happy gardening 

                       Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Horses 
Many people may be aware that recently I tragically 

lost my dear horse,  but  I now own a new horse, who 

is good in traffic but is very young. Could I please 

ask all drivers and cyclists to be aware of this and not 

only give us a very wide berth, but ALL HORSES a 

wide berth.  

The best way to drive past horses is to treat them like 

very young children, totally unpredictable and 

potentially very dangerous ie slow down and give us 

a wide berth and cyclists please warn us you are 

behind as we cannot hear you. Horses get very 

frightened by cyclist as there suddenly appear with 

no warning and could kick out. Thanking you in 

anticipation 

 

Sarah Yeandle 
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Focus on John Greenslade   

A Century of Greenslades at Way Farm In the Parish of Thorverton - Part 3 

 

Farmland in Devon has been intensively managed 

following the second world war. This has eroded 

natural habitats and given increasingly hard times to 

flora and fauna so thank heavens that, finally, people 

have woken up to the incipient danger of loss; loss of 

birds, loss of flowers, loss of natural habitat. Having 

said that, do townsfolk have any idea of this at all? 

One can only wonder.   

In 1983 The Silvanus Trust (with expertise in 

planting trees and managing woodland) was started 

by the Dartington Action Research Trust (DART) 

along with the Woodland Renaissance Project which 

was concerned about the neglect of broadleaf 

woodlands. John and Jan first came into contact with 

Silvanus in 1994 when they hired them to plant trees. 

When Silvanus diversified into the management of 

woodlands John was recruited as a farmer Trustee 

and has asked the Trust to take on the management of 

the land at Way. 

 

John had begun to fill in 

odd corners with trees 

bought with Government 

grants back in the early 

80s and in 1994 began 

serious planting on the 

steeper hills.  

“We looked at which 

trees grow well on the 

land already and planted 

oak, ash, cherry, lime, 

chestnut, maple, crab-

apple and rowan. For the 

edge of our rides we 

planted hazel, 

blackthorn, guelder rose, 

and honeysuckle with 

wayfarer and spindle which would provide the birds 

with plenty of food in late summer and winter. We 

planted a line of buddleia for the butterflies and have  

 

been pleased with the results. An expert who lives in 

Butterleigh has been impressed with the numerous 

varieties on show. Glades and paths were put in the 

plan to link up a farm trail.” 

 

Following years saw plantings of Scotch pine, silver 

birch, walnut, beech and aspen along with regular 

inspections from Defra to ensure the trees were being 

properly cared for. Ponds were put back in and 

planted with flag, bulrush, pickerel weed, purple 

loosestrife, marsh marigold and water plantain. 

Arrowhead, bogbean, broomklime, bedstraw, water 

avens, purslane, water crowfoot, water violet, reed 

mace, water soldier and bistort followed along. Soon 

came frogs, toads, dragonflies and damselflies 

followed by ducks, moorhens (two chicks scudding 

about at the moment), kingfishers and herons. 

As the land adapted to new conditions other plants 

began to return. “ There were plants I remember  

seeing as a child - devils bit scabious, campion, 

cuckoo flowers, knapweed, toadflax, fleabane and 

many others. We’ve counted about 120 varieties. 

And the orchids are back! Common spotted orchid, 

early purple orchid and the heath spotted. How about 

that?” John beams with pleasure.  

 

John became involved in the RSPB farm count in 

2003 at which time 30 species were counted in two 

visits. There are more now, including barn owls. “We 

were elated. Our friend, and vet, Alan Hopkins 

filmed them for a month using infra-red cameras and 

it was fascinating to see the adult owls feeding their 

young at night.” 

Over the years nesting boxes have been put in and are 

well used. Three years ago dormice were noted so 

there are nesting boxes for them as well. Three of 

them have been occupied. It’s a funny old world, as 

John would probably be the first to agree. Instead of 

winning prizes for sheep shearing and the like they 

are now winning awards for woodland management. 
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If they had only won a few I would list them but 

there are too many to mention.  

 

John and Jan, so happy in their high ceilinged, light-

filled house, (“I was fed up with low beams and 

darkness in the farmhouse.. “ says John) are also 

happy about the way times have changed. They care 

passionately about their land and are proud of their 

achievements in restoring it to what it should be.  

Unfortunately I kept missing Nick Mussel from 

Tanglewood but had a quick word over the phone. He 

tells me that it is wonderful to see how children and 

young adults respond to being in the woods. He’s 

been coppicing the hazel to use in the roundhouses. 

I’m sorry to say that I never got round to meeting 

Simon Mulholland and Obama but I remain intrigued 

by his contraption to take wheelchair users up into 

the hills. I will certainly be keeping an eye on Way so 

hopefully might be able to include a photo of them 

sometime. 

 

This has been a wonderful ‘assignment’ from Neville 

because it has been so heart-warming and there’s 

actually only one way to end this article which is to 

say, in John’s words, “T’was a proper job.” 

Jane Ristic 

 

A Midsummer Night's Dream   

On 21st June in a suitably wooded glade in Rewe, 

playwright and author, James Muirden organised, and 

hosted a marvellous local production of A 

Midsummer Night's Dream. The enthusiastic cast 

read with skill and gusto and had devised costumes 

which took into account the expected rain and cold 

weather.  

As the cool but thankfully dry night drew on with 

dappled sunshine turning gradually into dusk and 

then darkness, fairies Cobweb and Peaseblossom's 

costumes lit up rather splendidly and it was lucky for 

all of us, but perhaps especially them, that the rain 

stayed away throughout the entire performance. We 

did have some lighting rigged up along with other 

constructions by helpers led by Chris Blasdale. 

Appropriate musical pauses and scene breaks were 

filled by the Westfield Wind Band or as they 

laughingly referred to themselves The Westfield 

Windbags playing Mediaeval music on recorders. 

James himself played Theseus Duke of Athens and 

other members of the cast and supporters and helpers 

came from Rewe , Thorverton (Sheena and Simon 

Hunter-Hedges), Crediton, Farringdon, Topsham, 

Exeter and all around. 

There had been no rehearsal and until the 

performance only James knew who was playing 

which character. Many people met for the first time 

on the night. As well as being great fun for 

everybody it was astonishingly accomplished and 

even the doubters who had felt that it might perhaps 

be too ambitious a project with weather so inclement 

declared it a great success. 

Gwenda Saar 

 

Focus Helpers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by John Spivey 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No.7- July/August 2013 
 

 

32 

Thorverton Parish Information 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 860031 
Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell Dr Sally Simmons 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09.00 - 11.30 

15.00 -17.30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09.00 - 11.30 

16.00 -17.30 

Wednesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 0900-11.30 

Thursday 09.00 - 11.00 09:00 – 11:00 09:00 – 11.00 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception when you 
telephone.  

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

STOP PRESS: OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE INTRODUCING A SYSTEM TO ALLOW PATIENTS 
TO BOOK APPOINTMENTS ON-LINE. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2013 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

July 1
st
 ,15

th
 and 29th    July 8

th
 and 22

nd
 

Aug  12
th
 and 27

th
 (Tues)    Aug 5th and19th 

Sept 9
th
 and 23

rd
     Sept 2

nd
,16

th
 and 30th 

 

Mobile Library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

                              

July 4
th
 and 18

th
    

August 1
st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
           

 

Flag Flying days in July and August 
17

th
 July Birthday of the Duchess of Cornwall 

15
th
 August Birthday of the Princess Royal 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2013 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

JULY 

Thurs 4
th

   Bag 2 School, Thorverton School by 9am 

  Thorverton Church Consort Party 

Mon 8
th

 Allotment Holders AGM, Exeter Inn 7.30pm 

Tues 9
th

 Royal British Legion branch meeting, Exeter Inn 7pm 

Sat 13
th

 Saturday Market, Memorial Hall 9.30-11am  
Thurs 18

th
 Arts Exchange, Movement, Ockero, 8pm 

   

AUGUST 

Sat 3
rd

  RBL Cream Tea, Thorverton House, Silver St, 3pm 

Sun 4
th
  Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7 for 7.30pm 

Tues 6
th

    Bingo (Thorverton Country Show), Memorial Hall 7.30pm  

Sat 10
th

 Tiger Hunt, Millennium Green, 2-4pm 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sun 1
st
  Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7 for 7.30pm 

Tues 3
rd

    Bingo (Thorverton Country Show), Memorial Hall 7.30pm  
Sat 7

th
  Thorfest – Beer and Music Festival 

Thurs 11
th
 Arts Exchange, Spring Success at Dinneford Spring, 8pm 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Agricultural Landscapes of the South West by Mark Overton, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Tues 1
st
      Bingo (Thorverton Country Show) Eyes down 7.30 

Fri 25
th
  History Society, Eleanor Coade by Geoffrey Harding, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Shackleton’s Amazing Antarctic Adventure by John Dike, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 30
th
  Holly Ball, Memorial Hall 

  

 


