
  

 

       

 
 

 

 
 

 
September 2014        Vol. 45  No. 8                 40p



  

         FOCUS MAGAZINE INFORMATION 

Chairman Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Raddon. 

Secretary Geoff Bulley, 17 Broadlands, Thorverton. 

Treasurer Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 860309 

Editor Neville Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 861062 

 Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com 

 Back issues (courtesy of Rob Purvis): thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com 

Assistant editor Eileen Mason  

Printers Barrie Phillips and Peter Mason 

At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 
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 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 
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COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 
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One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 
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Front Cover:  Wild flowers at the Millennium Green – photo by John Spivey 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
This edition marks my hundredth as editor of Focus.  

I haven’t gone to any lengths to make it a special 

edition, just relying as always on the quality and 

breadth of contributions from villagers.  It has been a 

pleasure for me to have edited Focus over the past 

nine years because I rarely have any difficulty in 

filling the pages.  Indeed, it is sometimes quite a 

challenge to fit everything in.   

 

This edition does contain a fair few photos – and I 

know that not all village magazines include so many 

– but I believe that they can brighten up the magazine 

and often give a far better picture of things than 

words could give. I rely heavily, but not exclusively 

on John Spivey for a steady supply of photos. 

 

Continuing in praise of John, I have taken the 

opportunity to print his map of the footpaths of 

Thorverton (see page 29).   A colour version is 

available in the Post Office.  John has done us a 

service in showing these footpaths on a single page 

and now all that we need do is to use them.  I hope 

that they will remind us of the many good rambles 

within easy range of the village.   

 

I hope that you all enjoyed what was, certainly for 

the earlier part, a good summer weather-wise.  I have 

had some days off, but have been saving most of my 

holiday (probably for when the wetter and colder 

weather comes).  As I write this editorial it does feel 

very autumnal.  Readers may be interested to know 

that over the past ten years in Thorverton, September 

has been drier on average than June, July or August 

(or should I say, less wet than those summer 

months?). 

 

There is an awful lot of dreadful news in the news 

these days.  I hope that Focus provides a break from 

that and a reminder that village life is alive and is far 

away from all of the hatred and conflict that is shown 

in the news.  The letter on page 4 from a couple from 

Swansea who visited here in early August is typical 

of what I have experienced.  Do keep those 

contributions to Focus flowing in to show what 

village life in Devon is like. 

  

 

Neville Lane, Editor  

 

 

 

In this Focus 
 

Editorial ..................................................................... 1 
Thorverton Parish Council ......................................... 2 
Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee ...................... 3 
Dry Leats ................................................................... 3 
Letters ........................................................................ 4 
Parish Church Services and News ........................... 11 
Parish Letter ............................................................. 13 
Thorverton Church Home Group............................. 14 
Baptist Church ......................................................... 14 
Clean Cobbles .......................................................... 14 
Royal British Legion ............................................... 15 
Legal Eagle .............................................................. 15 
Garden Club ............................................................. 16 
Enterprising Women ................................................ 16 
Ask the Police .......................................................... 16 
Women’s Institute.................................................... 17 
Crediton Community Bookshop .............................. 17 
Funny old world....................................................... 17 
Thorverton and District History Society.................. 18 
Golf Society ............................................................. 20 

Recipe ...................................................................... 21 
Newton St Cyres Tennis Club ................................. 22 
Promise Auction ...................................................... 22 
Nature Notes ............................................................ 23 
The Garden in September ........................................ 25 
Rainfall Record ........................................................ 25 
Poetry ....................................................................... 26 
TARTS ..................................................................... 26 
TARTS Caption Competition .................................. 28 
Thorverton Parish Information ................................ 33 
Thorverton Organisations ........................................ 34 
Doctors’ Surgeries ................................................... 35 
Waste Collection Dates for 2014 ............................. 37 
Mobile Library ......................................................... 37 
Flag Flying days in September ................................ 37 
Road works .............................................................. 37 
Bus Services ............................................................ 37 
Diary 2014 ............................................................... 38 

 
 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.8  – September 2014 
 

 

2 

Thorverton Parish Council  

Report of the July meeting of the Parish 

Council 

  

 
Co-options 

Two new Councillors were co-opted onto the Council at the July meeting – Mrs Mary Ette and Mr John Hodge, 

both residents with long connections to the village.  

 

Planning Matters 

Decisions – an application to erect a lean-to conservatory at 23 Silver Street had been approved. 

Planning applications:- 

(i) Ref 14/14/01009/CAT Notification of intention to carry out works to a Strawberry Tree within the Conservation 

area. Garden Cottage, Dinneford Street. 

(ii)Ref 14/01029/FULL Erection of timber garage/office following demolition of existing garage (Revised scheme). 

Hazel Cottage. 

The Local Plan Part 3 (Development Management Policies and map) had been issued to local councils in hard copy 

but it is also available on the internet, should any resident wish to study it. 

 

Surgery 

The Devon Association of Local Councils had advised that the Council was limited in what it could do to help 

retain the presence of a surgery in the village.  That said, Council decided to approach MDDC for pre-planning 

advice on the possibility of siting a temporary building, to be used as a surgery, either at the Memorial Hall or the 

Quarry Car Park 

 

Bin News 

D/Cllr Deed told the Council that refuse collection arrangements were being reviewed because of the continuing 

problems with the new system, which he was reporting to MDDC usually each week. 

 

Communications 

Council only had time to consider some of Cllr Cashmore’s suggestions under this heading at this meeting.  It was 

decided however that Cllr Spivey, Cllr Wills and Cllr Cashmore should look into the possibility of setting up a 

web-site; Council also agreed to hold a monthly surgery at the Hall’s Saturday market, to be manned by Cllrs on a 

rota basis. 

 

Highways 

Many residents will no doubt be delighted that Footpath11, which runs through the field just above the Millennium 

Green has now been re-instated, although no further news had been received about Footpath 10, which had also 

been referred to DCC. 

 

Financial Matters 

The Clerk was pleased to report that the Annual Audit had been completed by the external auditors, Grant 

Thornton, with no matters giving cause for concern.  The minor matter of the Council Tax Support Grant being 

entered in the wrong box on the return, which did not affect the overall figures, was noted. 

 

Correspondence Items 

DCC wishes to encourage residents to visit the website www.devonremembers.info  for news articles about the 

centenary of the outbreak of the First World War. Local groups should note that grants to help renovate war 

memorials may be available from the Community Council of Devon. 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

Telephone: 01392 861062,  email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

 

http://www.devonremembers.info/
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Committee 
 

Hall renovations 

 

It has now been decided 

that the building work and 

other renovations planned 

for the hall should be postponed until the beginning 

of the new year,  This means the hall is available for 

holding events between now and the beginning of 

January.  Therefore anyone wishing to make a 

booking or to enquire about availability should 

contact jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk. 

 

Some Autumn events 

 

Wednesday mornings, 9.30 – 11.30: Mums and 

toddlers Group 

Wednesday mornings, 11.45 – 12.45: Pilates 

Thursday evenings, 7.00 p.m (re-commencing 3 

September): Yoga 

 

Saturday Market 

 

The next Saturday Market and Big Breakfast will be 

held on 13 September and thereafter on the second 

Saturday of each month. 

 

August draw results 

 

1
st
 prize, chicken dinner: S.Massey 

2
nd

 prize, bottle of red wine: Eileen Mason 

3
rd

 prize, Box of Thornton’s chocolates: Bev Lewers 

 

Website 

 

The Hall now has a much improved website: 

thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk.

 

 

Dry Leats  
With thanks to John Spivey for the following pictures and explanation. 

 

mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
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Letters 
From Gaynor and Carl Friberg of Treboeth, 

Swansea 

We would like to thank you for making special our 

visit to your beautiful village on 6
th
 August.  It was 

an amazing day.  Help seemed to appear around 

every corner: the Church warden’s wife who chatted 

to us near the Baptist Church and helped us find the 

bus times for our return journey to Exeter; the 

postman who was kindness itself; Bill who assisted 

us in the churchyard with information enabling the 

postman to locate the resting place of Nicodemas 

Bidwell, my great great grandfather; and the landlady 

of the Thorverton Arms who served us a 

Ploughman’s Lunch even though it was a minute to 

2pm.  Finally, our gratitude to you [Katherine 

Gomme] for taking time on your bicycle to look for 

us and provide us with a map of the village. 

 

 

From Richard Edwards 

Please would drivers exercise much more care in 

School Lane in the vicinity of the entrances to the 

three properties of Hawkridge, Leahurst and Perles 

Hill which lie just outside the village boundary. The 

entrances to these properties are concealed, 

especially to traffic coming towards the village. In 

recent months, when attempting to turn into the lane 

from our house, I have had several near-misses from 

vehicles approaching much too fast and without 

regard to the presence of these property entrances. 

 

Only today (Saturday 9 August at about 1.45 pm) a 

silver Range Rover passed our entrance at speed as I 

was about to pull out (after having sounded my horn 

several times as a warning to approaching traffic) and 

a collision could easily have occurred. These 

incidents have, for some reason, become more 

common in the last year or two.  

 

Could I make a plea to drivers to moderate their 

speed and take particular care in this part of School 

Lane before a serious accident occurs? I plan to 

approach the relevant authorities with a view to 

requesting installation of a sign warning of concealed 

entrances in this area, or some other traffic-calming 

measure. 

 

From Stretton Taborn of Dinneford Street 

 

Have you ever wanted to learn German, perhaps 

because you have friends in a German-speaking 

country, perhaps for business-related reasons?  

 

I’m offering courses for individuals or couples FREE 

OF CHARGE in exchange for donations to the Blue 

Cross or another animal charity. I use the excellent 

BBC course “Talk German”, along with my own 

backup material. 

 

If you think you may be interested just give me a call 

on 01392-860801 or e-mail me at: 

stretton.taborn@gmail.com. 

 

From Sheena Hunter-Hedges of Mar Lodge 

[With apologies that this did not appear previously, 

however, it was sent to the old – now defunct – email 

address. Ed] 

 

Dr. Gordon Moxon 

I was very sad to learn of the recent death of Dr 

Moxon.  When he and I worked together, I was 

bought a mug which carried the legend “My job takes 

a lot of moxie” (n. slang) and I didn’t know then and 

still don’t if it was describing his job or mine.  I will 

always remember him with the deepest affection. 

 

From Anne Vardy 

 

Dear Happy Singers in the Thorverton Community 

Choir, 

  

For the autumn term I have decided to give the 

Thorverton Choir a break. I shall be away for much 

of the autumn term so will not be here for most of the 

Tuesdays until December. 

  

I plan to restart the singing group in early 2015 and 

hope that you will be able to join in and sing again. 

  

Thank you for the great singing sessions we've had 

this year and special thanks to those who sang with 

me at the Silverton gathering in March and at the 

opening of the Guinness Arts Festival in Exeter in 

July. Both were very happy occasions and great fun 

to sing with other small groups. 

  

At the end of this year I shall send out details of the 

new start of the Thorverton choir for 2015. 

  

Best wishes to you all and do keep singing those 

gorgeous songs. 

 

From the Women’s Institute Committee 

 

The WI Committee would like to pass on their thanks 

and appreciation to Mrs Sylv Gregory and the Chatter 

Cafe ladies for their financial support in the last year. 

 

They paid for our speaker for our 90
th
 Birthday Party 

held in June and also assisted in the upkeep of our 

hall. 

mailto:stretton.taborn@gmail.com
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Notice Board 

 
 
 

 
 

Do Flowers Make You 

Smile? 
 

Would you like to learn how to create a 

pedestal flower arrangement? 

 

If so, I am willing to give a demonstration 

and/or "hands on" workshop. 

 

We are hoping that you will join in the 

flower rota for church flowers maybe once 

or twice a year? 

 

Please contact - Elspeth Holmes t: 860535 

or elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

 
 

 
 
 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
(Thursdays at 7.45 pm in church) 

  

September  11th and 18th 

October  2nd, 16th and 23rd 

November  6th and 27th (Christmas I) 

December  4th (Christmas II), 11th, (Christmas 

III) and 18th (Christmas IV) 

  

Sunday September 28th 10 a.m. Harvest Festival 

Sunday December 21st 5 p.m. Carol Service 

  

  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

Practices 
(Mondays, usually in school, 3.30 to 4.30 p.m.) 

 

September 15th and 22nd 

October  13th and 20th 

November  3rd and 24th 

December  1st, 8th and 15th (this one in church) 

  

Sunday September 28th 10 a.m. Harvest Festival 

Sunday December 21st 5 p.m. Carol Service 

 

 

Chatter Café 

 

Mondays from 2.30pm  

 

at the WI Hut 
 

mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
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Devon Open Studios comes to 

Thorverton: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

THORVERTON  CHURCHYARD 

TIDY-UP 
 

SATURDAY 20
th

 September 
10am – 3pm 

 

Please come and be part of our  

Community working party 

“that will clear-up parts of the graveyard 

that our regular grass cutter doesn’t reach” 

 

Make this the day that you attend to your 

family’s grave. 

 

Refreshments throughout the day,  

including a light lunch. 

 

More details speak to Tina Ayre on 860434 
 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 cost £2.00 
 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep) 
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SUNDAY 31ST AUGUST 2014 

  

CAR BOOT SALE! 

  
at 
  

QUICKE’S FARM SHOP CAR PARK 

NEWTON ST CYRES  - A377 towards 

Crediton 
  

SELLERS ENTRY 8am   £5 / £10 Trailers 
PUBLIC ENTRY 9am      (£1 - children 

free) 
CLOSED 1pm 

  
 

 ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO NEW 
CENTRAL HEATING FOR THE CHURCH 

 

 

 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials, laundry service, photocopying – service with a smile! 

 

Mon–Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat  9.00 – 12.00 Sun 9.00 – 10.30 TCT paper shop only 

 

Come to the theatre with 

Thorverton Amateur Dramatic Society 

to see 

 

NOISES OFF 
a comedy by Michael Frayn 

 

at the Barnfield Theatre 

on Friday 12
th

 September 2014, 7.30pm 

 

Tickets £12.60      Transport will be available 

Please contact Cathy Williams on 01392 860773 
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SILVERTON LINK UP 

 
Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545 Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 

861042 Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in the area.  If you require 

transport contact one of the drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice as possible.  If you use the service a realistic 

donation towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a receipt.It may 

not always be possible to arrange a lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be expected to turn out on every occasion, 

although they will do their best. 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  
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NEW STALL 

WI Market 

  

The WI Ladies are pleased to announce that a stall selling fresh veg and flowers will be at 
their September 27th Saturday Market. 
Please come and support this and other stalls. 
  
For those who do not know, you will find a wonderful aroma of bacon greets you when 
you enter. 
  
Along with making coffee and providing free biscuits, our kitchen ladies prepare yummy 
‘Bacon Butties’ 
  
What a great way to start a day! 

  
Sylv Gregory 
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

SEPTEMBER 2014 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

 

 

Sunday 7 September 2014 Trinity 12 
 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay Led 

10:00 am Service of the Word  Cadbury Lay Led   

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     MSS 

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism   Stoke Canon DC  

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism  [C] Thorverton  SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe    DC 

06:30 pm Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres DC 

 

 

Sunday 14 September 2014 Holy Cross Day 
 

10:00 am Family Service of the Word  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon      DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion & Baptism  [C] Upton Pyne     DC 

03:00 pm Service of the Word Harvest  Netherexe DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham  DC 

 

 

Wednesday 17 September 2014 
 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  DC 

 

 

Sunday 21 September 2014 St Matthew 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke    DD   

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury    DC 

10:00 am Service of the Word    Poltimore    Lay Led  

10:00 am Morning Prayer   Thorverton  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe   DD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DC 

 

 

Sunday 28 September 2014 Trinity 15 
 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Newton St Cyres   DD 

10:00 am Family Service of the Word Harvest   Thorverton   DC 
   Joint with Baptist Church  

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe Lay Led 

11:30 am Service of the Word Harvest   Huxham                              Bishop of Crediton 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer     [BCP] Cadbury  LF 

 

 

Sunday 5 October 2014 Trinity 16 
 

10:00 am Service with a Smile Harvest  ☺ Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word Harvest   Cadbury DD  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     SS 

10:00 am Service of the Word Harvest    Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Thorverton  DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion Harvest  [C] Rewe    DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer Cathedral Choir  [BCP] Upton Pyne  DD 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

on page 1 for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: Monday 1 Sep Morning Prayer in Stoke Canon Church 9:10 am 
 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate  01392 841672 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader-in-Training 01392 841753 

 

Associate Ministers  

CH Revd Christopher Hughes  

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
 
Warts and all…… 

 

I hope you have all managed to find some time for 

rest and relaxation over the summer.  We all have 

different ways of relaxing of course, sunbathing, 

reading, gardening, going for walks, going to the 

gym, visiting family….. 

 

I have been on sabbatical from my full time job over 

the summer and so I have managed to fit in more 

relaxation than I usually achieve!  I have particularly 

enjoyed being able to catch up on my reading.  I like 

detective mysteries – especially Agatha Christie’s 

Poirot and Miss Marple, and historical novels like 

Woolf Hall.  I also like reading biographies.  There is 

always so much more to the people you read about 

than whatever it was that made them famous in the 

first place.  It’s the twists and turns of a person’s life: 

their courage and cowardice, their triumphs and 

disasters, and how they navigate their way through it 

all that fascinates me and makes me want to read 

about them. Perhaps it’s because I can wonder at how 

I would have coped in such a situation. 

 

The Bible is full of stories of ordinary people 

achieving extraordinary things with God’s help.  

Another plus of being on sabbatical is that I have 

been able to spend more time with my Bible and it 

always gives me such encouragement to read about 

the people God chose - real people, with flaws and 

successes and failures, just like us.  Take the twelve 

disciples for example - quite a motley crew; not one 

of them was a scholar or rabbi. They had no special 

skills and plenty of problems and shortcomings.   But 

God chose them for a purpose –to fan the flames of 

the gospel.  He selected and used each of these 

ordinary people to carry out his exceptional plan.   

 

Here are some of the disciples; you may recognise 

aspects of yourself in their characters: 

 

Peter:  the impetuous one – one minute he was 

walking on water by faith, and the next he was 

sinking in doubts. Impulsive and emotional, Peter is 

best known for denying Jesus when the pressure was 

on. Even so, as a disciple this ordinary fisherman was 

dearly loved by Christ, holding a special place among 

the twelve. Peter, often a spokesman for the twelve, 

stands out in the Gospels. He, James and John 

formed the inner circle of Jesus’ closest companions. 

After the resurrection of Christ, Peter became a bold 

evangelist and missionary and one of the greatest 

leaders of the early Church.  

 

Andrew: Andrew was Peter’s brother and although 

he was the first to be chosen as a disciple I think that 

perhaps he lived in the shadow of his more famous 

sibling.  Andrew led Peter to Christ, then stepped into 

the background as his boisterous brother became a 

vociferous leader.  The Gospels don’t tell us a great 

deal about Andrew, but we can read between the 

lines and find a person who thirsted for truth and 

found it in the living water of Jesus Christ. 

 

Matthew: as a customs official in Capernaum who 

taxed imports and exports based on his own 

judgement, Matthew was hated by the Jews because 

he worked for Rome and betrayed his countrymen. 

But when Matthew the dishonest tax collector heard 

two words from Jesus, “Follow me”, he left 

everything and obeyed. Like us, he longed to be 

accepted and loved. Matthew recognised Jesus as 

someone worth sacrificing for. 

 

Thomas: the apostle Thomas is often referred to as 

“Doubting Thomas” because he refused to believe 

that Jesus had risen from the dead until he saw and 

touched Christ’s physical wounds.  I think we can all 

identify with such doubt. There is an important 

lesson to be gained from studying Thomas: if we’re 

truly seeking to know the truth, and we’re honest 

with ourselves and others about our struggles and 

doubts, God will faithfully meet us and reveal 

himself to us, just as he did for Thomas.  

 

These are just thumbnail sketches of a few of the 

most famous disciples – but they illustrate the fact 

that God doesn’t choose perfect people.  He wants to 

have a relationship with all of us - warts and all, if we 

allow him to. The Bible tells fantastic and fascinating 

stories of God working through ordinary people.  I 

recommend it as a good read whether you are on 

holiday or not. 

 

With my best wishes, 

 

Sue Sheppard 

 

Laura Ford 

Laura Ford, our Reader-in-Training will be admitted 

as a Reader and licensed to the Netherexe Parishes at 

Exeter Cathedral on Saturday 20 September at 2:30 

pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend the service in the 

Cathedral and then join Laura afterwards in the 

Thorverton Arms, Thorverton at 6:00 pm for an 

informal celebratory drink to wish her well”. 
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Thorverton Church Home Group 
 

Bible Study, Prayer and Friendship 

  

We meet weekly, beginning on Tuesday 9th 

September at Steve and Liz Rendell’s home. 

  

Bible study is fortnightly with an evening of prayer 

together for world situations, as well as personal 

needs, on the alternate Tuesday.  During both 

evenings, time is made for worship songs, general 

discussion and informal chats. 

  

Having looked at the 27 chapters of St Matthew’s 

Gospel, we decided that for the next session we 

would open up St Paul’s letter to the “saints”, as he 

calls them, in Ephesus.  Only 6 chapters this time but 

no less fascinating, challenging and informative as St 

Matthew’s writing with insights into family 

relationships, church unity and life-style guidelines. 

  

If you are unable to come weekly, please turn up 

when you can;  there is no register!  Some people 

come just for Bible Study others for the prayer 

evening and some for both.   It is always encouraging 

to hear how prayer is answered and supportive when 

we pray for each other. 

  

For further information and prayer requests – 

confidentiality, always upheld – please phone Jemma 

Hughes 01884  855250 or contact Steve and Liz. 

   

There is also a prayer board up in the church for 

anyone wanting to write a prayer request or a 

thanksgiving for a prayer answered. 

 

Jemma Hughes 

 

Baptist Church  

 

Thorverton at last... 

 

Fiona and I have been Thorvertonians since 25th 

June.  I mean by that, of course, "people who live in 

Thorverton."  Our move was delayed for several 

weeks while solicitors and Council debated the extent 

of our tiny property.  Then it all took on something of 

a saga as the removers sent for a second, then a third 

vehicle to transport our worldly goods to Broadlands. 

Someone, somewhere, had badly assessed the volume 

of our possessions.  In the end, a removal which had 

begun before 8 am terminated shortly before 10 pm.  

This despite all our efforts to get rid of things via 

charity shops, the tip, friends, etc.  Once in, we had 

the problem of surviving without a landline for 

several weeks and without broadband for even 

longer.  At last, we feel more or less settled in, 

although not all our belongings have yet found a 

permanent home. 

 

We love it here.  Delightful walks around the village, 

friendly people, good neighbours, it is all very 

pleasant. And of course it is so convenient being 

about 250 yards from the Baptist Chapel instead of 

ten miles away in Tiverton. This, when all is said and 

done, is the reason for our being here. 

 

One of the main highlights in our Church year, 

Harvest Festival, will soon be here. For us Baptists, 

this will be celebrated on Sunday 21st September at 

11 am. The following day, Monday 22nd, at 7.30 pm, 

we are holding our Harvest Supper. As on previous 

occasions, this will take the form of a praise concert 

presented by the Exeter Male Voice Praise Choir.  I 

am not the only one who has recently expressed the 

view that this choir gets better and better as the years 

go by. Jeremy Paxman has recently come out as a 

gerontophobe (computer says no) but I wish I could 

introduce Paxo to this fine body of dynamic men and 

perhaps he would change his tune. All of us at the 

Baptist Church give you a very warm welcome to 

this special occasion. After the singing comes the 

eating in the shape of supper at the WI.  We do hope 

to see a good number of people from the village at 

this event. 

 

In time, Fiona and I hope to be playing a full part in 

village life, but for the moment we are concentrating 

on getting ourselves organised.  Do forgive us if we 

don't remember everybody's name first time - we are 

doing our best! 

Maurice Harrison  
 

Clean Cobbles 
 

Cobbles in The Bury after their recent clean-up: 
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Royal British Legion 

       
      Thorverton Branch 2014 

 

 

On behalf of the Thorverton Branch of the Royal 

British Legion, I would like to thank everyone who 

supported the cream tea in August, hosted by Claire 

& Rhys Roberts, in aid of the Thorverton Branch of 

the Royal British Legion.  Alex and Penny Fice, 

together with friends, worked so hard to make the 

day such a success and raise more than £800- well 

done! 

 

Peter Furneaux, Chairman 

Legal Eagle 
 

It is a truth universally acknowledged, that of the 

people who join a gym or health club many 

overestimate how often they will use the facilities 

once they have become a member and further, 

unforeseen circumstances may make continued use of 

its facilities impracticable or unaffordable. It is also 

well known that many people join a gym or health 

club having resolved to exercise regularly but fail to 

attend at all after two or three months. (With 

apologies to Jane Austen). 

 

Joining is the easy bit, cancelling or attempting to 

cancel one’s membership has, for many, proved to be 

a tad more difficult. The reason for this can be found 

in the terms of the contract entered into by new 

members when joining. The resolve will often lead to 

people signing a contract without reading it or 

alternatively reading it but not paying particular heed 

to the cancellation provisions. Some possibly believe, 

somewhat naively, that they ease with which they 

entered into the contract will be reflected in the 

cancellation provisions. 

 

What many fail to appreciate is that the gym/health 

club is a business, the main purpose of which is to 

make a profit for the owner(s). A consequence of this 

is that the contract offered to prospective members is 

likely to contain provisions far more favourable to 

the owner(s) than to the customer. 

 

This imbalance came to the attention of the Office of 

Fair Trading (OFT) in 2000 and in particular the 

activities of Ashbourne Management Services (AMS) 

who carried on the business of recruiting members 

for gym, health clubs and fitness clubs, providing 

standard form agreements for their use and collecting 

payment from members under those agreements. 

 

Following a number a complaints from members of 

various gyms, health clubs and fitness clubs the OFT 

engaged in a series of discussions with AMS as a 

result of which AMS made a series of amendments 

and revisions to the terms of their standard form 

contracts. This process of revision was so extensive 

that by the time the OFT decided to bring legal 

proceedings against AMS there were no fewer than 

13 versions of the ‘standard‘ form contract. 

 

The case came before The Honourable Mr Justice 

Kitchin in March 2011. Mr Justice Kitchin found that 

a common feature of all the agreements was that club 

members were required to sign up for a minimum 

period of membership from twelve to thirty-six 

months. The agreements further provided that in the 

event of cancellation by the member prior to the 

expiry of the minimum period which the member had 

agreed to, ‘all sums due at that point remain payable 

and the whole of the remaining monthly payments 

due to the end of the membership period had the 

membership not been terminated will become due 

forthwith‘. 

 

The OFT argued that the above provision (similar 

wording was found in all 13 agreements) plus (inter 

alia) the provisions imposing minimum membership; 

making prompt payment by the member of each 

monthly subscription a condition of the agreement 

and purporting to exclude the right of the member to 

terminate for breach; alternatively, purporting to 

impose an obligation on the member to make 

payments in respect of the period after termination 

when the member has terminated for reason of 

breach, were unfair within the meaning of 

Regulation 5 of the Unfair Terms in Consumer 

Contracts Regulations 1999. 
 

In essence, Regulation 5 provides that a contract 

term which has not been individually negotiated 

(clearly this is so in the case of standard form 

contracts), shall be regarded as unfair if, contrary to 

the requirements of good faith, it causes a significant 

imbalance in the parties‘ rights and obligations 

arising under the contract, to the detriment of the 

consumer. 

 

Regulation 8 (1), provides that where a term is found 

to be unfair it shall not be binding on the consumer. 

Mr Justice Kitchin held (inter alia) that: 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.8  – September 2014 
 

 

16 

1. The term which prevented individual gym 

members from terminating an agreement before 

the end of a minimum period, though expressed 

in plain intelligible language was unfair within 

Reg 5(1) and so was not binding on consumers. 

 

2. The term which had the effect of requiring an 

individual member to pay the balance of the 

monthly payments that would otherwise have 

fallen due up to the end of the minimum period 

in the event of termination before the end of such 

a  period ......was unfair with Reg 5(1).......and so 

was not binding on consumers. 

 

Following the ruling by Mr Justice Kitchen, the OFT 

sought agreement from owners of gyms etc that they 

would put an end to draconian contracts and show 

greater compassion to customers. Many agreed; those 

who did not were threatened with legal proceedings. 

Needless to say, the majority came into line. 

 

Certainly this can be marked down as a notable 

victory for the OFT and for the consumer but it still 

pays to read the small print and take heed of what it 

says. 

 

Good advice, thank you Clive.  Not that I was 

thinking of joining a gym just yet – Ed. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Garden Club 
Upton Pyne and District Garden Club News  

 

There is not much to report this month due to the 

summer recess. 

 

Our next meeting will be on 15
th
 September when 

Chris Moulton will be coming to give a talk about 

Exeter Countryside Parks then on 20
th
 October Stuart 

Dowle from Quick’s Farm will be our speaker and 

there will be samples of cheese accompanied by wine 

during the evening. 

 

Sadly Mrs Pam Keen has decided that due to 

personal commitments she has to step down as our 

chairman.  We would like to thank her very much for 

all the hard work and enthusiasm she has put into her 

position while in office. 

 

If anyone is interested in the Garden Club then do 

please give me a ring on 861205 – new members are 

always welcome. 

 

Ros Rowlerson.  
 

 

Enterprising Women 
 

We thought you might be interested in this initiative 

we have just launched: Networking, Peer Support and 

Business Development Advice for Enterprising 

Women.  It is a new support programme for women 

who are based in rural Devon (e.g. outside of Exeter, 

Torbay and Plymouth). 

 

Eligible businesses must be more than 50% owned or 

managed by women, the business may be run as a 

social enterprise, a private business or sole trader 

status. 

 

This initiative offers FREE support, networking and 

events which are delivered in a variety of ways to 

give women a choice and options as to how they wish 

to be involved.  Visit our website at: 

 http://devonrcc.org.uk/c/117/women-led-enterprise-

programme-2014-15 

or contact Dawn, Nemo or Aggie on 01392 248919 

for more details on the offer and how to get involved. 

 

Community Council of Devon 

 

 
Ask the Police 

 

Every day, Devon and Cornwall Police receive about 

2,000 non emergency calls from the public.  ‘Ask the 

Police’ is available as a link from the homepage of 

the Devon and Cornwall Police website. ‘Ask the 

Police’ contains nationally consistent answers to over 

750 of the questions most frequently asked of the 

Police.  The public can quickly find the answers they 

need from this extensive resource, and the service is 

free. If the answer is not contained on the ‘Ask the 

Police’ website there is a facility to email the 

question which is usually answered within 24hrs. 

 

The ‘Ask the Police’ website and smartphone App is 

an excellent tool for both crime reduction and 

reducing call centre demand,  as it provides an easy 

to use self service facility for general non-emergency 

police enquiries. As such ‘Ask the Police’ is a win-

win for both communities and police. 

 

‘Ask The Police’ is also available as a free app from 

the iTunes store for iPhones and for Android devices 

from Google Play. 

 

PCSO Anna Roberts 30587 

 

http://devonrcc.org.uk/c/117/women-led-enterprise-programme-2014-15
http://devonrcc.org.uk/c/117/women-led-enterprise-programme-2014-15
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Women’s Institute 
a) July 

Our speaker, Marion Crang, gave a very interesting 

and amusing talk on her life in Canada, at our July 

meeting. 

She had been contacted by her cousin, Jethro Crang, 

who was compiling their family tree and had flown to 

England to meet her.  Marion visited Calgary where 

she met other members of the family. 

She also experienced many interesting things during 

this period, including flying in Concord and visiting 

the Niagara Falls. 

Mary Stevens won the flower of the month. 

Anybody wishing to join us will be made very 

welcome. 

 Mary Stevens 

b) August 

We were pleased to welcome four new members at 

our August meeting. 

Our speaker was Gilly Sussex, who opened our eyes 

to old and discarded items of furniture, showing us 

different ways of restoring them, with various coats 

of paint and individual decoration;  included were 

side tables, mirrors and a bedside cabinet. 

Gilly stressed she was not used to public speaking, 

but she was a natural – she is indeed a talented artist 

and has sold pictures at our Arts Festival. 

We had an enjoyable evening in a relaxed and 

friendly atmosphere.  (Shall we pay a visit to the 

local tip for something to experiment on?) 

The competition was a piece of doll’s house 

furniture, won by Paddy Milford. The flower of the 

month was won by Wendy Duff. 

Doreen Beer 

 

Crediton Community Bookshop 
Pay a visit to the only independent community-

owned bookshop in the Mid-Devon and Exeter area.  

The bookshop is a not for profit enterprise, so apart 

from just buying books from the bookshop, you 

could join as a shareholder or help out as a volunteer. 

 

The bookshop is at 100 High Street, Crediton. The 

website is:  www.creditoncommunitybookshop.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Funny old world 
Spotted by Barrie Phillips in a car window: 

 

http://www.creditoncommunitybookshop.co.uk/
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Thorverton and District History 
Society  
 

Despite a pessimistic weather forecast and torrential 

downpour as we left Thorverton the sun shone 

brightly on Exmoor for most of the day enabling the 

TARTS contingent in this joint venture to enjoy their 

circular 4 mile circular trek back to Simonsbath in 

time for lunch. A mechanical failure en-route at 

Tiverton severely depleted numbers for the more 

leisurely History Society morning walk led by 

Society Member Dr Graham Wills to view the 

Bronze Age features of Five Barrows and White 

Ladder Stone Row. We can only guess at the 

significance of these parallel rows of bright quartz 

stones placed some four thousand years ago, and now 

largely hidden beneath moorland vegetation. From 

the triangulation point bathed in sunshine we had a 

commanding view north over the Royal Forest of 

Exmoor to the Welsh coast beyond. Focusing to the 

west we could see the Taw/Torridge Estuary, 

Barnstable/Bideford Bay, Hartland and Lundy. To 

the south, we gazed upon an apparently uninhabited 

landscape to Dartmoor, the many villages hugging 

the south facing slopes of Devon’s rolling landscape, 

hidden from our view.     

 

After lunch the group enjoyed a gentle stroll down to 

the torpid River Barle, pausing for a reflective look 

back up the hill, imagining what might have been, 

but for legal niceties.  In 1818 John Knight, a 

successful industrialist from Worcestershire, bought 

16,000 acres of the Royal Forest of Exmoor with the 

aim of creating a grand country estate. A start was 

made on building an impressive mansion, landscaped 

gardens were laid out, a deer park created and 

sections of canal built to speed the transport of lime 

to improve the impoverished moorland soil. The 

whole estate was surrounded by a wall some 29 miles 

in length. However, despite employing some of the 

best legal brains an expected inheritance did not 

materialise and he abandoned his grand plan. With 

his wife in poor health they moved to the more 

amenable climate of their Rome home. On his death 

in 1850 his son Frederic inherited the estate.  

 

Frederic divided it into the patchwork of farms we 

see today and created the village of Simonsbath with 

its church, vicarage and school. When he died in 

1897 the land passed to the Fortescues of Castle Hill 

at Filleigh. They carried out extensive repairs and 

improvements including replacing the waterwheel at 

the estate sawmill in the heart of the village with a 

more efficient Francis turbine, able to take advantage 

of the considerable head but requiring a larger 

volume of water. This necessitated a new leat and 

further works.  The turbine powered the saw-mill and 

a small dynamo which supplied Simonsbath House 

and parts of the village with electricity until the 

mains came in 1962.  The storm which devastated 

Lynmouth and its community in August 1952 also 

severely damaged the watercourses around 

Simonsbath making the turbine inoperable.  

 

 
 

A Ruston & Hornsby single cylinder diesel engine 

was installed to replace the turbine. However, in 

2002/3 the water courses and turbine were restored 

by Exmoor National Park Authority, allowing us 

today to again witness the mill working under both 

water and diesel power. Graham, who is the 

“Honorary Custodian” of the mill, explained the 

operation of the ingenious clutch arrangement 

enabling either water turbine or diesel engine to 

power a common shaft and belt system. With the help 

of a fellow volunteer the operation of both the 

racksaw and bandsaw was demonstrated.  

  

     

Graham’s inexhaustible knowledge and his infectious 

enthusiasm and love of the moor left many reluctant 

to draw our visit to an end.   

 

Barrie Phillips 
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Graham Wills at Simonsbath Sawmill: 
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Golf Society  
Sunday 29

th
 June 

This was the annual pairs competition. A healthy 

entry of 10 teams set off in 5 groups of four.  The 

scores were all good with all 10 teams scoring better 

than par. 

                                                                                      

The rather aptly nicknamed “bandit” Colin Anderson 

had an excellent day, picking up the 2’s pot of £50 

and with his partner Nigel Augstburger won the 

competition with 24 points. They were closely 

followed by Phil Beasley and Dave Whalley who had 

23 points and third were Jim Chappelle and Phil 

Oram with 22 points.  

 

The shortest drive was Phil Beasley who failed to 

reach the ladies tee on the 9
th
 hole. The Donna-y 

trophy was shared by a group of 4 players, Bob 

Hyde, Dan Hawke, Rhys Roberts and Andy French 

who were giving putts, which is not allowed in a 

strokeplay competition so all were unfortunately 

disqualified.                            

 

   Colin Anderson & Nigel Augstburger 

  with the pairs trophy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 13
th

 July 

The weather was kind today so 10 golfers took to the 

fairways. The scoring was generally good today with 

joint winners with excellent scores of 21 points were 

John Mann and Steve Gidley, who aso both had their 

handicaps cut by 2 shots. Joint runners-up were Mark 

Cummins and David Harlow who both had level par 

scores of 18. 

 

There were several nominations for the Donna-y 

trophy with the pond on the 4
th
 catching out John 

Mann and Jim Chappelle, a double hit by Phil 

Beasley on the edge of the 6
th
, but the 9

th
 tee was 

where the trophy was won. Firstly David Harlow 

managed to pull his tee shot at about 45% to the left 

and finish just a couple of yards short of the hedge on 

the other side of the 5
th
 fairway, but he was out done 

by Sam Turner who managed to actually put his tee 

shot into the hedge . 

 

Sunday 27
th

 July 

Another fine day with 10 golfers taking part. We had 

joint winners in Jim Chappelle and Steve Gidley both 

with 19 points and a one shot handicap cut. Joint 

runners-up was a family affair with both David and 

Chris Harlow on 18 points. Our rear gunner today 

was John Mann with 11 points. The shot of the day 

came from Steve Gidley on the 9
th
  as he holed his 

third shot from about 120 yards for an eagle, which 

also scored 5 points to help him into the winners 

enclosure. 

 

David Harlow had the shortest drive of the day with a 

shot off the 3
rd

 tee that went more sideways than 

forward and was lost in the rough. There were again 

a few nominations for the Donna-y trophy but the 

winner was Phil Oram who had his daughter 

Charlotte acting as his caddy, only for him to catch 

her face with one of his clubs as it was being given to 

him. (We have given her the name of a good 

compensation lawyer!) 

 

Sunday 3
rd

 August 

Today we played for the first time a competition for 

couples, where the golfer played to the green and the 

non-golfer putted out. It proved to be a popular idea 

with 36 participants, (18 teams) taking part – see 

photo on next page. 

 

The winning couple were David and Sue Harlow 

with 19 points. Runners up were Chris Harlow and 

Charli Stoneman with 16 points, third were Nigel 

Augstburger with Megan Oram with 15 points and 

fourth were Paul Richards and Sarah Clarke. 

Bringing up the rear were Colin and Alison Marshall 

with 6 points. They scored 4 of them on the third hole 

with a 2 which gave them the £50 pot. 

 

The Donna-y trophy was awarded to Jeff Garne 

(Sheila Ball’s partner for the day) who taking things 

seriously bought a pair of spikes, to discover they 

were for running not golf, and then before playing 

was on the practice green and hit a ball so hard it shot 

off the putting area and disappeared! 

 

The shortest drive was awarded to Sam Turner (who 

we gather had only just got home when it was time to 

go out again) who did not manage an accumulative 

100 yards with his tee shots on the 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 

holes in total. 

 

Sunday 10
th

 August 

We braved the elements under the impression that 

Big Bertha was a golf club, not the end of a 

hurricane. Fortunately it had finished raining, but was 
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probably some of the strongest wind ever 

encountered. 

 

Only 8 golfers turned out today with the winner 

being David Harlow with 20 points and a handicap 

cut of 1.5 shots. Runner up was Mark Cummins with 

16 points and third was Paul Richards with 14 points. 

Bringing up the rear today was Bob Hyde with 8 

points. 

 

The shortest drive was Mark Cummins on the 7
th
 hole 

and the Donna-y trophy was awarded to David 

Harlow who by the 8
th
 tee accidentally turned on his 

electric trolley whilst removing a club for it to run 

into Bob Hyde. 

 

The dates arranged for September are Sunday 14
th
 

and Sunday 28
th
. In October the dates will be Sunday 

12
th
 and Sunday 26

th
. 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter 

Inn. 

 

G S Potter 

 

 

 

 

The field for the Golf Society couples’ competition: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recipe 

Runner Bean Chutney 

  

2lb prepared runner beans 

5 large onions 

1½ lb Demerara Sugar 

1½ teaspoon of each – turmeric, cornflour, dry 

English mustard 

1½ pt vinegar 

  

Either - cut beans and onions roughly (if to be 

minced after cooking) 

Or  - cut precisely if required for chunky finish 

Boil beans and onions together until tender 

Strain well (put through mincer now if required) 

Put in pan with 1¼ pt vinegar and the sugar – cook 

for 1¼ hours 

Mix the other dry ingredients with the rest of the 

vinegar  

Add to pan and cook for another ¼ hour 

*Interesting twist – if snowed under with tomatoes, 

mince/liquidise 2lb to create a puree and also add 

during the last ¼ hour 

As it all thickens, it can ‘spit’ a bit, so have a lid 

ready to control mess in the kitchen! 

 

Sustainable Crediton 

  
 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.8  – September 2014 
 

 

22 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
The club had a very successful Finals Day on 27th 

July with some excellent and exciting matches in 

both Singles and Doubles sections. The temperature 

may have dropped by several degrees from the 

sweltering high twenties of the previous week, but it 

was still pretty warm for the players as they fought 

for the titles.  

 

The Open Singles was hotly contested by Jana 

Garnsworthy and Neil Baber, and ran to three sets 

taking almost three hours, eventually won by Jana. 

The Ladies Singles was another very close match 

lasting more than two hours and eventually won by 

Jackie Searle, whilst in the Mens Doubles, first time 

pairing Andy Botteril and Connor Champ took the 

title. Another new partnership, Jess Ramsay and Jana 

Garnsworthy, took the Ladies Doubles, with the 

Mixed Doubles being secured for the third 

consecutive year by Jana Garnsworthy and John 

Sincock.   With lots of spectators and plenty of 

delicious food, a very enjoyable afternoon was had 

by all. Congratulations to all the finalists, and to all 

those involved in the organisation. 

 

Upcoming events for September include an American 

Doubles Tournament on 14
th
, and two maintenance 

days on 24 and 27
th
, for which volunteers are 

encouraged.  

 

Our summer league matches are all now almost 

complete with only a few left to be played in 

September, and our coach Toby Harradence has been 

offering coaching drills and match play techniques 

for juniors and adults throughout August for all those 

wanting to hone their skills.  Details of all the above 

are given on our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk, as well as 

contact details for our membership secretary Laura 

Leigh 

 

Sally Baldwin 

Promise Auction            
On Saturday 4

th
 October at 7.30pm at the Exeter Inn 

a Promise Auction will be held in support of the 

ECHO charity.  Until last year when my little 

granddaughter Abigail was born on 14
th
 June 2013, I 

had never heard of this charity. 

 

From a very happy occasion to an emotional 

nightmare when it was found that our little girl had a 

serious heart condition.  Words cannot get close to 

describing our emotions, fear and concerns.  Why us?  

How could this happen to our family?  But it has, my 

worst feeling ever. 

 

Numerous operations before our little girl was even a 

few weeks old and my daughter and her partner spent 

a few months at St Hospital, London, not really 

knowing what was going to happen.  All through this 

emotional rollercoaster my daughter and partner and 

little Abigail received the most wonderful support, 

back-up and help from, may I say, a wonderful group 

of lovely kind people. 

 

Evalina Children’s Heart Organisation (ECHO) are 

the people who supported us – a wonderful, 

wonderful organisation. 

 

So this is when my daughter decided to raise money 

for the ECHO charity up in West Malling.  This she 

did and raised £2,000.  I want to do the same down 

here in Devon in our lovely village of Thorverton.  I 

have a group of people who have already helped me 

in ways that I could not do on my own, so it’s 

looking good. 

 

What we need to happen now is for all you lovely 

people out there to come up with promises that we 

can auction on the night, for example, vouchers for 

golf days, meals at local pubs, lessons on anything, 

something that you can make to sell, any ideas that 

you may have or a donation to our draw on the 

evening.  Anything at all that could make money.  I 

need your help dear people of Thorverton to help pay 

a debt of gratitude that I cannot do on my own. 

 

Bob Hyde 

 

Do you need funding for something that will 

benefit Thorverton? 

 

Focus is pleased to be able to offer funding for 

village organisations or individuals who need money 

for the benefit of the village. 

 

One of the aims of Focus is “to run at a small annual 

profit, but with surplus funds put to support village 

organisations for the benefit of Thorverton residents. 

 

Funding will normally be limited to no more than 

50% of the cost of any equipment requested.  

Account is also taken of the likely number of 

beneficiaries. 

 

Please submit any requests to Neville Lane, Focus 

Editor, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5LS  

or by email to thorvertonfocus@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Nature Notes 
As far as English summers go, we have had a lovely 

one apart from the cooler and rainy conditions in 

August. Early reports are that Small Tortoiseshell and 

Peacock butterflies have done well. In a past report I 

said I would attempt an experiment this summer to 

use fresh ginger placed in a jar to attract any Stag 

Beetles that may live in the garden. Stag Beetles 

apparently have a liking for ginger. Nothing at all 

ended up in my sunken jar! Glow Worm hunting was 

undertaken again this summer and something I 

haven’t done for years – rock pooling which turned 

up some very interesting finds.  

 

Devon Wildlife Trust held a rock pooling event on 

Beer beach on 13
th
 July, led by marine life expert 

Dominic Flint. The first wildlife we saw were 

Cormorants nesting on ridges on the face of the chalk 

cliff. While walking over the rock pool area, Dominic 

noticed beneath our feet were the honeycomb 

structures of colonies of polychaetes commonly 

known as Honeycomb Worms (Sabellaria alveolata). 

Honeycomb Worms (a colony at Beer Beach 

pictured above) are rather rare and from now on we 

had to be very careful where we trod so as not to 

disturb the colonies, which was quite difficult as they 

were spread over a large area. Honeycomb Worms 

cement sand grains together and can form reefs. 

Polychaete means many bristled. A better known 

member of this class of invertebrate is the Ragworm. 

A different type of worm was caught, a Green Leaf 

Worm (Eulalia viridis). This one was 3-4 cm long 

but can be found up to 15 centimetres in length. 

 

We saw little jets of water coming out of a rock. 

These are produced by a rock drilling bivalve 

mollusc called a Piddock (Pholas dactylus). The 

mollusc uses its shell as an excavating tool to make a 

burrow in rock in which to live. Here it filters 

plankton from seawater through a siphon. 

 

There were lots of baby prawns and baby Blenny fish 

in the rock pools. One lady caught a small fish called 

a Common Dragonet (Callionymus lyra). 

Common Dragonet and Netted dogwhelk, found at 

Beer Beach, pictured by Jenny Garne 

 

At least three types of crab were found including 

Shore Crab, Broad-clawed Porcelain Crab and a 

species of Spider Crab. One of the Spider Crabs, a 

female, had decorated her shell with seaweed and a 

sponge. Also attached to her shell was a Sea Squirt.  

 

Two fabulous Sea Hares were found among seaweed. 

A Sea Hare is a mollusc whose shell is enclosed in its 

soft body. It is so named because its two pairs of 

tentacles resemble the ears of a Hare. 

             

We found beaded anemones and Snakelocks 

anemones. There were many species of seaweed. 

Some of the ones pointed out to us were Furbelows, 

Serrated or Toothed Wrack, Wireweed (invasive 

brown seaweed from Japan) and Sugar Kelp. We also 

spotted seaweed emitting a beautiful blue iridescence 

and is named Drachiella spectabilis. It is a common 

species found mainly on south westerly coasts.     

 

The main purpose of the field trip was to find 

starfish, ideally more than one species. The reason I 

mention this at the end is because we did not find one 

single starfish. Almost at the end of the event we 

happened to discover a sea squirt called Star Ascidian 

living on a rock.  So we decided this would be our 

star at least in name. Star Ascidian is a colonial 

species of sea squirt. Individuals cluster together to 

form a star shape and several clusters form a colony 

and are covered in a jelly-like substance.  

 

Lin Balkwill and I decided to go Glow Worm 

hunting on 22
nd

 June. We set off at 21.45 hours and 

because the date was right on midsummer it took 

ages to truly become dark. To bide our time we stood 

intermittently talking in low voices in the gloom in 

middle of one of Thorverton’s quiet lanes. It is 
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spooky at the best of times, and then I caught sight of 

something out of the corner of my eye and thought it 

was a cat. Putting on my torch, and to our 

amazement, there was a Badger behind us. It must 

have known we were there but made a decision that it 

had to get on with its business, so up the lane it 

ambled and over the hedge into the field. We didn’t 

see any glow worms but the Badger was a bonus 

along with the calling of an owlet behind Court 

Barton.  

 

Our second attempt at ‘Glow Worming’ was 20
th
 July 

and we were rewarded with 18 little emerald lights 

glowing from out of the hedgerows between the top 

of Jericho Street and up towards Bidwell. This far 

exceeded last year’s count of seven. One other 

highlight of the night was to watch a satellite as it 

crossed the star studded sky.  

 

My sister told me she thought she had seen a Scarlet 

Tiger Moth flying in the woods at Newton St Cyres 

around four o’clock in the afternoon, the time of day 

transpired to be quite important. Early afternoon the 

next day we went to investigate and there was no sign 

of the elusive moth. We were though kept very busy 

spotting 10 species of butterfly including Silver-

washed Fritillary and White Admiral. At just before 4 

p.m. the moth was spotted flying, recognised by its 

colour and characteristic dipping and rising flight. It 

did not settle and probably will only do so to rest and 

mate. The Scarlet Tiger is one of a number of moths 

who do not feed as an adult, its reserves built up 

during the larval stage of life. I have had one or two 

sightings of the Scarlet Tiger reported to me. It may 

be seen in gardens as its larvae are partial to Comfrey 

as well as other plants such as Hemp Agrimony and 

Valerian. 

 

A Hobby has been seen about the village this 

summer. One day it was observed harassing a 

Buzzard and on another occasion the Hobby was 

being ‘seen off’ by hirundines. The Hobby is a falcon 

and is a summer visitor from Africa, with shortish tail 

and scythe-like wings like a huge Swift. It eats small 

birds including hirundines and Swifts and large 

insects such as dragonflies and nests in old crow’s 

nests in trees. 

 

I hope we have a pleasant September in which our 

wildlife can benefit from the fruits of our gardens, 

hedgerows, fields and woodland. 

    
 

 

 

 

 
 

Jenny Garne  

 

(pictured above –on a recent TARTS walk along the 

old Bude Canal) 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

. 

 

  

For Sale 
  

Superb apartment in listed building standing in its 

own grounds in Thorverton. 

 

Lounge, kitchen/diner, 2 bedrooms, large hall, 

bathroom and 3 room cellar with glorious fireplace 

and exposed stonewalls. Separate garage. 

 

Offers in the region of £172,500. Phone owners on: 

01392 861935 to find out more. 

 

 

 
  

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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The Garden in September    
There is a moment during August when you go out of 

the door early in the morning and know that the 

weather has turned the corner and that autumn is 

beckoning. Slowly, inexorably, plants obey the 

summons and begin to prepare for the great shut 

down. The garden can look ragged at this time but it 

won’t be long before the stronger colours of autumn 

begin to glow through. I always feel a certain sadness 

at this point not wishing to accept the inevitable loss 

of lazy summer but when autumn really kicks in, it 

has a vitality and purpose about it which is infectious. 

So no more excuses of hard ground and too hot to 

work, now is a good time to start tidying weeding 

and cutting back. Be cautious what you cut back so 

that you do not lose good autumn colour. However, 

some pruning can be advantageous; e.g. to show off 

the berries of pyracantha, cut back laterals to about 2 

or 3 buds so that the berries are fully visible. Another 

pruning job for September is on your wisteria. 

Shorten those long whippy shoots to about 30 cms 

from their source. 

 

Many plants have tinges of autumn colour but there 

are some more spectacular than others. The well 

known Japanese maples will give brilliant autumn 

colour. Acer palmatum ‘Heptalobum Osakazuki’ 

which dazzles with red and crimson, and Acer 

palmatum ‘Senkaki’, an all-rounder offering soft, 

yellow autumn colour. Do not forget that these 

shrubs can grow quite big so for something smaller 

choose the Acer palmatum ‘Dissectum’ group which 

have vivid autumn reds and yellows. Two shrubs 

which must rate high up on the autumn colour 

platform are Fothergilla major with stunning red, 

yellow and orange colours.This shrub is not 

particularly showy at any other time of the year but 

can out colour anything else in autumn. Another very 

striking autumn shrub is Enkianthus campanulatus. 

This shrub offers spring flowers, bell shaped and 

flaming red and yellow foliage in the autumn, it will 

do well in a garden that grows good Rhododendrons. 

Both shrubs will reach 6 ft. 

 

There will be plenty of fruit to harvest this month. 

Pears, late plums, gages, late damsons, figs, autumn 

raspberries, apples, grapes, some grapes will go into 

October and for something a little different, 

Crataegus. These are not the hedge-row or 

ornamental varieties but edible varieties, Crataegus 

stipulose and Crataegus mexicana the fruits are like 

small apples and make a delicious jelly. If you have 

not pruned your plums, gages, cherries, damsons or 

peaches, do not do it now. It is too late and must be 

left until next summer or else there is a serious risk of 

the plant developing silver leaf, which can be fatal.  

 

The veggie patch should still be yielding plenty of 

produce such as squash, celery, winter radish, kohl 

rabi, parsnips, dwarf french beans, runner beans, 

tomatoes, courgettes, marrows, kale, cabbage, leeks, 

beetroot, carrots, spinach, swiss chard, endive, herbs, 

potatoes, Jerusalem artichokes, globe artichokes, 

parsley and for something a little different, chinese 

artichokes, salsify, scorzonera and, Stephen 

Toogood’s favourite, tuberous parsley. If you have 

all of these, you are really doing well!! When 

clearing out a plot after harvesting, bear in mind next 

year’s rotation and whether you will be adding 

manure or not. It’s not long before over wintering 

onion sets will go in during the latter part of October 

and garlic and you might want to add compost to the 

plot to build up the structure and the nutrients before 

you get near planting. 

 

If you haven’t got as much out of your plot this year, 

never worry there is always next season but it is a 

good time to start planning now and if you haven’t 

got a regular rotation set up, clear out your potato 

plot in the next few weeks and make this your 

onion/garlic plot for next year, add some garden 

compost or well composted manure a few weeks 

before planting which will be October. 

 

Well, Neville, a few jobs to be getting on with but 

don’t forget to enjoy the autumn colour and make 

sure you get out and about to pick some blackberries 

which look magnificent this year.  

 

                                       Happy gardening, Lorraine 

 

                                                      Lorraine Colebrook 

 

       
 

 

Rainfall Record 
It may have felt like it was a relatively hot, dry 

summer, but in Thorverton we actually experienced a 

wetter June and July than we did in both 2011 and 

2013.  The 130mm recorded in those two months in 

2014 was almost exactly double that recorded in 

2013.   

 

June had 18 completely dry days, but three days 

contributed almost 50mm of rain.  July followed a 

similar pattern with 20 dry days, but three days 

contributing 38mm of rainfall. 

 

With thanks to Gus Christianson for so diligently 

recording rainfall each day. 
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Poetry 
The following poem was first published in 1977 in 

“Poems from a Devon Village”. 

 

September 

The dawn was cool and misty 

Gilt edged was the morn, 

And on such a day as this 

Was sweet September born. 

Her face was fair to look upon 

And anointed by the dew, 

And perfumed by late rosebuds 

In loveliness she grew. 

Beauty was her raiment, 

Golden light her hair, 

The glowing red of berries 

Upon her cheeks was there. 

With generous heart wide open, 

With bounteous gifts in hand 

To scatter with each footfall, 

She danced throughout the land, 

Ripe apples in the orchards 

On every tree she hung, 

On bush and hedge and over wall 

Were glistening blackberries strung. 

Young mushrooms in the pastures 

She spilled for all to find, 

Fulfilling her pledge of plenty, 

For the poorest of mankind. 

Warmth and life flowed from her, 

It seemed the whole earth sighed 

And was a colder, duller place 

The day September died 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

TARTS 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and 

Trampers 
 

Dunsdon Devon Wildlife Trust Nature Reserve and 

Tamar Lakes Saturday 26
th
 July 

 

As only three of us came on the walk on a hot day, 

the trip was modified to walk around Dunsdon 

Nature Reserve then drive and walk around Upper 

and Lower Tamar Lakes. The original plan was to 

walk the Aqueduct Trail along the disused canal from 

the reserve to the lakes but we walked just a 

miniscule portion within the reserve, a taster for 

perhaps another day. On arrival at Upper Tamar Lake 

we had lunch at the café before setting off to Lower 

Tamar and to the bird hide. We saw at least six 

species of birds, noting them down in the record book 

kept in the hide. Highlights were Great Crested 

Grebes and their chicks and a Sparrowhawk. We then 

returned to Upper Tamar Lake taking a path through 

fields to the Devon side of the lake. One of us walked 

the whole way round the lake, the other two walked 

so far then turned back to walk across the dam and 

rendezvous at the café for refreshments before 

coming home. 

 

On 9
th
 August Heather and Royston took us on a walk 

of two halves. The first was a circular walk of Kilve 

and East Quantockshead, a route of about 3 miles 

which took us down onto the spectacular Jurassic 

Coastline near Kilve Pill where we hunted for fossils. 

After lunch we cheated a little by driving up to the 

car park just below Beacon Hill. Having gained most 

of the height the easy way we had a relaxing stroll up 

the the Beacon at the top, and took a circular route 

back to the cars. We had some fabulous views over 

the bay towards Flat Holm and Steep Holm, and were 

incredibly lucky with the weather: it started to rain as 

we got back to the cars but otherwise a dry day. We 

finished the walk with tea and pudding at The 

Windmill pub in East Quantockshead. 

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 30
th
 August – walk led by Jerry 

Saturday 13
th
 September – longer walk led by 

Caroline 

Saturday 27
th
 September – walk led by Anne 

Parkinson 

Saturday 11
th
 October – walk led by Caroline 

Saturday 25
th
 October – walk led by Graeme 

 

Wednesday 29
th
 October – next TARTS planning 

meeting 8pm at The Exeter Inn 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 
 

Caroline Prince 
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Photos by Mike Stannard 
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TARTS Caption Competition 
I am grateful to Jane Ristic for providing the photo below of the TARTS at Kilve on the East Somerset coast.  Jane 

tells me that there are some interesting rock formations there not to mention the fossil hunters.  Which takes me on 

to the caption competition.  Please send suggestions to the Editor before 20
th
 September. 

Or, if you prefer: some members of Thorverton Art Group enjoying a brief refreshment break during their summer 

field trip in the delightful gardens of Pyne View.     Photo by Alison Welsh-Thornton 
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Improve Your Health, Fitness & 

Shape 
 

Thorverton Memorial Hall on Monday 
Evenings 

 
 

 

Aerobic based Fitness Class 
Suitable for all abilities & ages 

Cardio, toning, core & stretch 

7.00pm to 8.00pm  

 

Fitness Pilates 
To improve posture and muscular 

balance, stability, flexibility & 

strength 

8.00pm to 9.00pm 

 

 

£4.50 per Session or both for £8.00 
 

Bring along a mat/towel & drink 

Call Wendy on 07854 616963 for further details or just come along! 

 

Fabulous Fitness 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing:Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone:02072197037 By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mr Olly White 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Sarah Crawford 01392 860295 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663  web address www.thorverton.org.uk 
 

mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

 Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
 Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Events Secretary/bookings: Jeff Grace, tel 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
                                            Website: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton  & Exe Valley Community Choir   Anne Vardy  01392 861184 amvardy@hotmail.com  
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 861283 
 Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 
Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
 W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
 Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2014 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse and recycling   b) Brown bins  

(ie black sacks and black boxes) 

     

 September 8
th

 and 22
nd

   September 1
st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

 October 6
th

 and 20
th

    October 13
th

 and 27
th

 

 November 3
rd

 and 17
th

    November 10
th

 and 24
th

 

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton will be monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates for the rest of 2014 are:  

September 25
th
   October 23

rd
  November 20

th  
December 18th 

 

Flag Flying days in September 
 

None 

 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@Gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

   

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tues 2
nd

 WI meeting, “Gems” with Claire Barrow, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Thurs 4
 th

 Arts Exchange, ‘Humour’ 7 The Glebe, 8pm 

Fri 5
th
   Thorverton Art Group, new term starts, WI Hut, 9.30am 

Sun 7
th
  Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7 for 7.30pm start 

Tues 9
th
  Carers Support Group, WI Hut, 2-3.30pm 

Thurs 11
th
 Church Consort practices resume, Parish Church, 7.45pm 

Fri 12
th
  TADS visit to see Noises Off at the Barnfield Theatre, 7.30pm 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

  Coffee Morning and Raffle for Riding for the Disabled, 27 The Glebe, 10.30-12.30 

  TARTS walk, meet opposite Parish Church, 9.30am 

Mon 15
th
 Youth Group, WI Hut, 7.30-9pm 

Sat 20
th
  Community Churchyard tidy-up, 10am-3pm 

  Licensing of Laura Ford, Exeter Cathedral at 2.30pm and afterwards at Thorverton Arms, 6.30pm 

Fri 26
th
   History Society Frances Griffith – Recent work at Cadbury Castle and other Devon Hillforts 

  WI Hut 7.30pm 

Sat 27
th
  WI Market, WI Hut, 10-11.00am 

Sun28
 th 

 Harvest Festival service 10am, Thorverton Parish Church 

 

OCTOBER 

Sat 4
th
  Promise Auction, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Sun 5
th
  Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7 for 7.30pm start 

Tues 7
th
  WI meeting, “RAF” with George Williams, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Fri 24
th
   History Society David Hole – The Eddystone Lighthouse WI Hut 7.30pm 

Sat 25
th
  WI Market, WI Hut, 10-11.00am 

 

NOVEMBER 

Tues 4
th  

WI meeting, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Sat 22
nd

  WI Christmas Market, WI Hut, 10-11.30am 

 

DECEMBER 

Tues 2
nd

 WI Quiz and Christmas Tea, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Sat 20
th
  WI Market, WI Hut, 10-11.00am  

Sun 21
st
  Carol Service at the Parish Church, 5pm 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@Gmail.com

