
  

 

       

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

October 2014        Vol. 45  No. 9                 40p



  

         FOCUS MAGAZINE INFORMATION 

Chairman Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Raddon. 

Secretary Geoff Bulley, 17 Broadlands, Thorverton. 

Treasurer Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 860309 

Editor Neville Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 861062 

 Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com 

 Back issues (courtesy of Rob Purvis): thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com 

Assistant editors Eileen Mason and Fiona Harrison 

Printers Barrie Phillips and Peter Mason 

At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 

acknowledged, so if you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days, please assume not received. 

 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and pictures. 

 

Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover: The Ford, Silver Street. Photo by Peter Mason   

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
 

I didn’t plan my holiday quite so well this year, so 

here I am writing my editorial from Coverack on the 

Lizard Peninsula.  Apart from the disadvantage of not 

having been able to read an even half-finished Focus, 

it is also very difficult to judge how long an editorial 

in manuscript I need to write [note to sub-editors : 

please pad out as necessary!] 

 

We were fortunate to find Coverack’s shop/Post 

Office open, and the village also has a few cafés, a 

hotel and a pub.  However, had we visited in 

October, we would have found the shop/Post Office 

and one of the cafés closed.  Not closed for the 

winter, but closed for good.  The shop is closing 

because it cannot compete with the home deliveries 

from the big supermarkets and from holiday-makers 

bringing food with them.  What will the loss of the 

shop do for the attractiveness of Coverack as a 

holiday destination? – I don’t know, but the existence 

of a shop in an area where the nearest supermarket is 

ten miles away was a factor for Jane and me in 

deciding where to stay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The recent Scottish independence vote may have 

opened up the more general debate on where 

decisions should be made.  Maybe not yet time for 

home rule for Thorverton, or Mid-Devon, or even the 

South West, but good that there is something of a 

reappraisal of where it is most appropriate for 

decisions to be made. 

 

I do have one bit of more directly local news : I am 

very pleased to welcome Fiona Harrison onto the 

Focus editorial team.  I am sorry to have thrown her 

into the deep end on this issue, but am glad that she 

has been prepared to join us.  If anyone else would 

like to get involved, either with the putting together 

of the content of Focus or the collation side of it, 

please make yourself known.  No reasonable offers 

refused! 

 

Now back to my holiday. 

Neville Lane 

 

 

 

 

 

In this Focus 
 

Editorial ..................................................................... 3 
Letters ........................................................................ 6 
Notice Board .............................................................. 7 
Parish Church Services and News ........................... 11 
Parish Letter ............................................................. 13 
Churchwall Rebuild ................................................. 13 
Thorverton Church Home Group............................. 14 
Baptist Church ......................................................... 14 
Legal Eagle .............................................................. 15 
Garden Club ............................................................. 16 
Golf Society ............................................................. 18 
Recipe ...................................................................... 18 
Promise Auction ...................................................... 19 
Newton St Cyres Tennis Club ................................. 19 
Nature Notes ............................................................ 20 

Poetry ....................................................................... 21 
TARTS ..................................................................... 21 
HOT Supper Club .................................................... 21 
The Garden in October ............................................ 22 
Thorverton Parish Information ................................ 24 
Thorverton Organisations ........................................ 25 
Doctors’ Surgeries ................................................... 26 
Waste Collection Dates for 2014 ............................. 28 
Mobile Library ......................................................... 28 
Flag Flying days in October .................................... 28 
Road works .............................................................. 28 
Bus Services ............................................................ 28 
Diary 2014 ............................................................... 29 

 
 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.9  – October 2014 
 

 

4 

Thorverton Parish Council  

Report of the September? meeting of the 

Parish Council 

  

 
Chairman of Mid Devon District Council 
Cllr John Berry, Chairman of MDDC attended the meeting.  He gave a brief run-through of the history of the 

District Council, reminding Cllrs and members of the public who were present that it was now run under a Cabinet 

system. He said that the Council was obliged to find further savings in expenditure, to the tune of £650,000 in the 

coming year. Essential services would not be affected but others, such as the grass cutting regime, were likely to be 

limited further in order to cut costs. He was pleased to be able to say however that MDDC had resumed the 

building of council housing and was also updating housing stock in Tiverton. 

 

Planning Matters 
Council heard that planning ref 14/01004 PNCOU had been refused. 

Planning application ref 14/01375/FULL. Erection of two storey extension incorporating a porch at 29 the Glebe 

was considered. 

 

Clerk’s Matters 
The Clerk handed in her resignation.  A notice advertising this vacancy can be found elsewhere in Focus. 

 

Highways 

Requests for repairs to several stiles and road signs would again be referred to DCC for action. 

Highways would also be asked to trim back overgrowth around the bollards near Nomans Chapel. Visibility 

problems at Bullens Hill were again considered and Cllr Shelton suggested a Stop sign be erected at the junction 

with Lynch Road.  Both Council and numerous residents were delighted with the work done on the cobbles through 

the Community Payback Scheme, although the hours allotted to the parish would run out the next day with some 

areas left unweeded. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

The Council was surprised and saddened to hear that produce and a spade had been stolen from allotments. Council 

considered several ideas as to how to discourage this, including the suggestion that a webcam could be set up to 

catch the offender(s). 

Leigh Gardens - Cllr John Spivey volunteered to fix the loose broken slab on the wall next to the pavement. 

 

Communications 

It was agreed that local craftsmen should be asked to quote for an additional notice board to be erected at the car 

park.  The Council would also have a presence at the September and subsequent Saturday markets at the Memorial 

Hall.  

Website – MDDC, who would host a site free of charge, would contact the Council regarding its requirements 

probably in December but it was agreed that the new Clerk should take this matter forward. 

A recent change in the law means that Council meetings can now be recorded, filmed or tweeted; Councils would 

need to adjust their Standing Orders in order to accommodate this. 

 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the W I Hut on Tuesday, 14
th
 October 2014 at 7.30pm. An 

agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed in the same place once 

they have been approved by the Council. 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

Telephone: 01392 861062,  email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 

Autumn activity at the hall 

When the Hall Committee met in September it was 

pleased to hear that a number  of regular and one-off 

events have been re-booked for the Autumn now that 

the building work has been postponed until the 

beginning of January (although some have 

understandably remained at their rearranged 

temporary locations). Wednesdays are a particularly 

busy day at the hall with activities taking place all 

day.  Keep your eyes and ears open for news of more 

events being planned.  

 

Christmas tree lighting ceremony 

It is really too early to be discussing Christmas 

arrangements yet but the Hall Committee is starting 

to make plans for the Christmas tree lighting 

ceremony and visit by Father Christmas.  It will be 

contacting Father Christmas shortly to arrange a date 

with him and has already begun its search for suitable 

Christmas trees for both the green and the hall 

grounds.  As the Committee is having to commit all 

its spare resources to the planned renovation of the 

hall this year, it is looking for contributions from 

individuals or organisations towards the cost of the 

tree on the green and the festivities on the occasion of 

Father Christmas’s visit. If any individual or local 

organisation or business would like to become a 

sponsor for the tree and/or the ceremony please 

contact the Hall Committee Secretary (tel. 860768 or 

email  r.c.been@exeter.ac.uk).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday market 

The September Saturday market was well attended 

by both individuals and stalls, making a profit of 

around £150.  It was particularly pleasing to have the 

local policewoman present to discuss any issues and 

also the Parish Council which is intending to have a 

regular stall so that anyone can come and quiz a 

parish councillor about the Council’s work or ask for 

something to be raised at a future Council meeting. 

 

Saturday market draw results 

1
st
. prize: chocolates, Val Hewson 

2
nd

 prize: a bottle of wine, Jim Pearn 

3
rd

. prize: breakfast ingredients, Penny Fice 

4
th
 prize: coffee mugs and coffee, Sue Harlow. 

 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

VACANCY FOR PARISH CLERK 
 

This is a part time post (25 hours per month), working from home and attending meetings. 
 

The Clerk conducts all Council business and is also the Council’s Responsible Financial Officer.  
 

Training will be available but the person appointed will need to be well organised, adaptable, with good 

English, communication and IT skills and able to work on their own initiative to provide the efficient 

administration of Council business.  
 

Basic accounting skills and preferably some knowledge of EXCEL will also be required. 
 

Salary will be in accordance with national recommended rates starting at £8.428 per hour, rising by annual 

increments. 
 

For more details and an application form, please contact Mrs J. Lane, 

Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5LS 

(tel 01392 861062) or email thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

 

The closing date for applications is 31
st
 October 2014 

 

mailto:r.c.been@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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Letters  

From Lou, Ian & Regena Duffield, previous owners 

of ‘The Old Forge’ 
 

Me, my husband and our daughter would like to say a 

massive 'Thank you' to all the wonderful people we 

have met in Thorverton over the past four years. 

We have been honoured to have been made to feel so 

welcome to the village, where we have made some 

lifelong friends, had wonderful neighbours, 

experienced many unforgettable nights out, enjoyed 

allotment life and mostly for our daughter to have 

been able to experience her first few years growing 

up in the village having formed many friendships and 

playmates herself of all ages (not forgetting the 

Millennium Green dog walkers and dogs).  We have 

been so lucky and have had such a blast. 
 

It has been very sad to leave the village and a very 

difficult decision, but we feel we are leaving on a 

high to head off to our new adventure and a new 

home. 
 

We wish you all peace & happiness for the future and 

enjoy life!!  Farewell and thank you! 

 
From Felicity Cashmore 
 

Many thanks to everyone who came to the Riding for 

the Disabled coffee morning held on 13
th
 September 

at 27 The  Glebe and who gave so generously.  Over 

£170 pounds was raised for this good cause. 

 
From Linda and Ian Findlay 
 

Thank you to the kind people who stopped to help 

when our little tortoiseshell cat Momo was hit and 

killed by a vehicle that did not stop outside Robins 

Cottage, Upton Pyne on Thursday September 4th. 

 
From Graham Sims of Cleves Close 
 

The Family of the late Susan Mary Sims would like 

to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 

attended the East Devon Crematorium on 22
nd

 of 

August and also for the kind words, messages, cards 

and overwhelming donations made to FORCE. All of 

which have been a great comfort and support to ease 

the pain of our loss. 

She will be sadly missed by all who knew her. 

She went through Hell but now she is in Heaven. 

 
Tina Ayre 
 

A huge thank you to the willing and energetic group 

of helpers who worked in the Churchyard on 

Saturday 20
th
. To the sound of the bells, which rang 

all day, we did a massive amount of work. Thank you 

too, to those who donated food for the lunch. 

From Maurice Harrison 
 

The Baptist Church would like to thank all those who 

contributed to the collection taken at our Harvest 

Supper celebration on 22
nd

 Sept.  This was in aid of 

Operation Agri, a Baptist charity providing resources 

to people overseas so that they can attain a better 

quality of life whether through loans to local 

businesses, training in agriculture and health, or 

community projects such as building a source for 

clean water.  The amount raised was a very creditable 

£286.73 for which we are very grateful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clean Cobbles in The Berry 

Photo by John Spivey 
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Notice Board 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
(Thursdays at 7.45 pm in church) 

  

October  2nd, 16th and 23rd 

November  6th and 27th (Christmas I) 

December  4th (Christmas II), 11th, (Christmas 

III) and 18th (Christmas IV) 

  

Sunday December 21st 5 p.m. Carol Service 

  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

Practices 
(Mondays, usually in school, 3.30 to 4.30 p.m.) 

 

October  13th and 20th 

November  (not the 3
rd

) 24th 

December  1st, 8th and 15th (this one in church) 

  

Sunday December 21st 5 p.m. Carol Service 

 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 cost £2.00 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  
 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep) 

 

 

Thorverton Branch 2014 
 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 

Tuesday 14
th

 October at 7 pm 

in the Exeter Inn. 
 

All members are cordially welcome. 

Peter Furneaux 

Chairman/Secretary Chatter Café 
 

Mondays from 2.30pm  
 

at the WI Hut 
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Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

 

Mon–Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat  9.00 – 

12.00 Sun 9.00 – 10.30 TCT paper shop only 

 
SILVERTON LINK UP 

 
Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are Jean Hawkins 

860849 John Kiely 861545 Doreen Beer 860731 

Stephen Roach 861042 Mary Smith 861916 Dave 

Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in the 

area.  If you require transport contact one of the drivers 

mentioned above, giving them as much notice as possible.  

If you use the service a realistic donation towards the 

drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  Payment is paid 

direct to the driver who issues a receipt. It may not always 

be possible to arrange a lift, as all our drivers are 

volunteers and cannot be expected to turn out on every 

occasion, although they will do their best. 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainable Crediton 

The classic climate change film "The Age of 

Stupid" on the 1st October at 6:45pm at 

Petroc College, Tiverton. The film's director 

Franny Armstrong will be present to answer 

questions. 

Sustainable Crediton will be having a 

Christmas meal this year. It will take place on 

Tuesday 9th December at 7pm at Il Casitas at 

a cost of £17.50 for three courses. If you are 

interested then please email  

claireduthie@live.co.uk or phone Claire on 

01363 777312 with details of how many 

people you will be bringing along. 
 

http://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30173166/www.sustainablecrediton.org.uk?p=eyJzIjoicEhhYmRtdU1KcUJ6bHRNNnRvUmhNcFRWV3NVIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDE3MzE2NixcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3d3dy5zdXN0YWluYWJsZWNyZWRpdG9uLm9yZy51a1xcXC9lZHVjYXRpb25cXFwveWVhcmJvb2tcXFwvMjAxNFxcXC9hZ2Utb2Ytc3R1cGlkLmFzcHhcIixcImlkXCI6XCI5ODgwNzJhNTAwNWM0NzIzODhjOTQ1NGU4NTljMjNlYVwiLFwidXJsX2lkc1wiOltcIjExNjczNDhlYWYzYmYxNDI0Y2ZjNmYyZjNhYzAzYWVmN2JhNTg2NmFcIl19In0
http://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30173166/www.sustainablecrediton.org.uk?p=eyJzIjoicEhhYmRtdU1KcUJ6bHRNNnRvUmhNcFRWV3NVIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDE3MzE2NixcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3d3dy5zdXN0YWluYWJsZWNyZWRpdG9uLm9yZy51a1xcXC9lZHVjYXRpb25cXFwveWVhcmJvb2tcXFwvMjAxNFxcXC9hZ2Utb2Ytc3R1cGlkLmFzcHhcIixcImlkXCI6XCI5ODgwNzJhNTAwNWM0NzIzODhjOTQ1NGU4NTljMjNlYVwiLFwidXJsX2lkc1wiOltcIjExNjczNDhlYWYzYmYxNDI0Y2ZjNmYyZjNhYzAzYWVmN2JhNTg2NmFcIl19In0
mailto:claireduthie@live.co.uk
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You are warmly invited to a Concert  

     in Thorverton Parish Church  

     on Friday November 14th  

at 7.30 pm  
 

The programme will include the Wood Farm Wind 5tet playing a lively selection of music 

and a choir Bel Canto singing a range of vibrant classics and popular music, as well as 

readings both comic and serious . 
 

Refreshments will be served in the interval. 
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Do you live in Brampford Speke or Cadbury or 
Cowley or Huxham or Netherexe or Newton St 
Cyres or Poltimore or Rewe or Stoke Canon or 
Thorverton or Upton Pyne or anywhere in 
between...? 

       
 
Why ……………………… Youth Group 
Who …………………….. Year 6s,7s,8s,9s, 10s… 
When …………………… Mondays 7:30 -  9:00 pm 
 Every fortnight 
 Monday 13 October 2014 
 Monday 27 October 2014 
Where ………………….. The WI Hut Thorverton  
What Else? …………….. There’s always food! 
 
Contact ……………….. Dave Carrington 
 Tel: 01392 841629 
                Email: dave.carrington@netherexe.org 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

You’re familiar with the words - but what do they mean? 
 

A short course over 6 evenings, open to anyone, will explore one of the 

greatest treasures in the Christian faith and in our heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It will take place once a week on Thursday evenings 

in a friendly group in a comfortable and informal setting. 
 

The course is from the ‘Pilgrim’ series by the Church of England  

(http://www.pilgrimcourse.org/) 

 

You are very warmly welcome to the opening session on Thursday October 8th from 7 to 9pm 

(subsequent evenings 7.30 to 9pm) 

 

For further information please contact:  Bridget Boxall (841355),  

Dave Carrington (841672), Steve Rendell (860780), Laura Ford (841753) or Sue Browne (851460) 

 

Thorverton Amateur Dramatic 

Society 
 

"Guns at Sarajevo". 
 
TADS  will be performing a  new drama, 
written this year by TADS playwright James 
Muirden to commemorate the First World 
War.  

Saturday November 8th 
in Thorverton Church 

 
It will involve TADS members, local children, 
and the church choir. James has cleverly 
combined the story of the assassination at 
Sarajevo and the reactions of the European 
leaders in 1914, with present-day school 
children. Thorverton villagers who lost their 
lives  in the war are movingly commemorated 
at the end of the drama. 
Look out for posters with full details. 
 

http://www.pilgrimcourse.org/


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.9  – October 2014 
 

 

11 

Parish Church Services and News 
 

OCTOBER 2014 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

 

 

Sunday 5 October 2014 Trinity 16 
 

10:00 am Service with a Smile Harvest  ☺ Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word Harvest   Cadbury DD  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     SS 

10:00 am Service of the Word Harvest    Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Thorverton  DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion Harvest  [C] Rewe    DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer Cathedral Choir  [BCP] Upton Pyne  DD 

 

 

Wednesday 8 October 2014 
 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  DD  

 

 

Sunday 12 October 2014 Trinity 17 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon      DD 

11:00 am Family Service & [C] Newton St Cyres  DD & LF 

 Holy Communion Harvest 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne     MSS 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Huxham  DD 

 

 

Sunday 19 October 2014 Trinity 18 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury SS 

10:00 am Family Service, Baptism &  [C] Thorverton DD 

 Holy Communion  

11:15 am Service of the Word    Rewe     Lay Led  

11:30 am Service of the Word Harvest  Poltimore  Lay Led 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon   DD 

 

 

Sunday 26 October 2014 Trinity 19 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham     DC   

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres    HW 

10:00 am Service of the Word Harvest  Upton Pyne     Lay Led  

11:00 am Joint Service    Thorverton Baptist Church BOF 
   Joint with Parish Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe   DC 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury DC 

 

 

Sunday 2 November 2014 All Saints’ Sunday  
 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     DD 

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism   Stoke Canon DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Thorverton  SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe    DC 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres DD 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

on page 1 for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: Mon 27 Oct: Morning Prayer in Stoke Canon church at 9:10 am 
 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD  Revd Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector    01392 860332  douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org  

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

DC Revd Dave Carrington  Assistant Curate  01392 841672 dave.carrington@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753 laura.ford@netherexe.org  

 

Associate Ministers  

CH Revd Christopher Hughes  

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

mailto:douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org
mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:dave.carrington@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
 

READER MINISTRY  
 

When we hear the word ‘minister’ in the context of 

church (rather than government) it may suggest to us 

immediately those people who are ordained, wear a 

clerical collar, are styled ‘The Reverend’ and 

otherwise belong to what is collectively called ‘the 

clergy.’ According to that use of the word, the 

opposite of ‘minister’ is ‘lay person.’  
 

The church in recent years has emphasised in its 

teaching that all baptised Christians are called to 

particular ministries, differing according to the gifts 

God has given them, and exercised by most people in 

their daily life in the world—whether in our families, 

at work, in voluntary service, or in the often solitary 

but always supremely important activity of prayer for 

others. No one form of ministry is more or less 

significant than any other; the body of Christ, like the 

human body which gives us the image, needs its 

different parts in order to function as a whole.  
 

That said, the church also speaks of a ‘minister’ as 

someone who is specially authorised and 

commissioned for Christian service, not simply as an 

individual by virtue of his or her baptism, but also as 

an official representative of the church as a whole. 

For the Church of England, this usually means 

authorisation by the diocesan bishop as chief pastor 

of the diocese. Many such ministers have been 

ordained as deacon, priest, or bishop; but some are 

lay people, among whom are those licensed by the 

bishop to exercise the office of a Reader.  
 

Readers have a history reaching back centuries 

(‘lector’ in the middle ages was one of the four minor 

orders) but in the Church of England the office in its 

present form dates from 1561. After going into 

abeyance in the eighteen and nineteenth centuries, the 

office was revived in the nineteenth century as the 

church struggled adapt its structures and methods in 

order to reach a growing population.  

There are now about 10,000 licensed Readers in the 

Church of England, all lay people and virtually all 

serving as volunteers. The standard of theological 

education and practical training they undertake both 

before and after admission as Readers has continued 

to rise until now it is very high and indeed in the 

Diocese of Exeter, Readers receive much of their 

training alongside those who are preparing to be 

ordained. In the area of this benefice, many will 

remember with thanksgiving the ministries of Mrs 

Rona Orme and Professor Nicholas Orme, who gave 

long and distinguished service as Readers in the 

former Raddon Team parishes.  
 

The Netherexe Parishes are now once again blessed 

in the admission of Mrs Laura Ford of Brampford 

Speke as a Reader and her licensing to these parishes 

as of September 2014. Laura has been preparing for 

this ministry with the South West Ministry Training 

Course for the past two years and will continue for a 

third year of training in her first year after admission. 

She offers this service voluntarily, continuing to 

work for a large part of each week as a solicitor in 

Bristol. As of her licensing, Laura is a full member of 

the team of ministers in the Netherexe Parishes 

including myself, Prebendary Sue Sheppard as 

Associate Minister, and the Rev. David Carrington as 

Assistant Curate. It is a joy and a privilege to 

welcome her to this new role.  

 
With my best wishes,  

The Rev. Preb. Douglas Dettmer 

 

Churchwall Rebuild 

 

 

  

Photos by John Spivey 
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Thorverton Church Home Group 
 

Bible Study, Prayer and Friendship 

  

We meet weekly at Steve and Liz Rendell’s home.   

Bible study is fortnightly (7
th
 and  21

st
 October) with 

an evening of prayer together for world situations, as 

well as personal needs, on the alternate Tuesday (14
th
 

& 28
th
 October).  During both evenings, time is made 

for worship songs, general discussion and informal 

chats. 
  

If you are unable to come weekly, please turn up 

when you can; there is no register!  Some people 

come just for Bible Study others for the prayer 

evening and some for both.   It is always encouraging 

to hear how prayer is answered and supportive when 

we pray for each other. 
  

For further information and prayer requests – 

confidentiality, always upheld – please phone Jemma 

Hughes 01884  855250 or contact Steve and Liz 

(01392 860780.). 
   

There is also a prayer board up in the church for 

anyone wanting to write a prayer request or a 

thanksgiving for a prayer answered. 

Jemma Hughes 

 

 

Ladies’ Group 
 

Its Party Time!  Yes, another year to celebrate with 

our meeting at Beryl Grace's, Moss Bank, School 

Lane on Thursday October 9th at 7.30pm. Please let 

Beryl know your choice of food to bring on 860489.  

Elspeth Holme 

 

 

Baptist Church  

 

Quires and Places where they sing... 
 

The "quire" was Exeter Male Voice Praise Choir and 

the place where they sang was our Harvest 

Thanksgiving Service on Monday 23
rd

 September at 

the flower-filled Baptist Chapel.  The Festival of 

Male Voice Praise was founded in 1934  and the first 

national event took place in Glasgow in 1935. Today 

there are some 60 Male Voice Praise Choirs all over 

the UK and Ireland. The movement is also active in 

Canada and Down Under and in fact the Exeter men 

occasionally enjoy the participation of an Australian 

choirman at their practices in Exeter.   

  

Their own members come from all over the county 

(and one even from Somerset) and from various 

denominations.  They are united by a love of singing 

and a desire to witness to the reality of their Christian 

faith.  Opportunities for this are endless and they 

respond to invitations to sing in village halls, 

churches, chapels and so on - sometimes in remote 

areas where the undersigned (so obviously not a 

Devon man) has contrived to get lost on more than 

one occasion. Some of them also take part in regional 

Festivals in Bristol, Cheltenham, Cardiff, Swansea, 

Truro etc.  Their own Exeter Festival takes place 

annually in April. 

 

On the occasion of their Thorverton visit the choir 

sang a variety of pieces based on biblical passages 

and themes.  The climax was perhaps the best-known 

hymn of all time, When I Survey the Wondrous 

Cross, by Isaac Watts.  Watts' younger contemporary, 

Charles Wesley, the famous Methodist hymn writer, 

reportedly said that he would have given up all his 

hymns - and he wrote over seven thousand of them - 

to have written this one.  Praise indeed. 

 

The congregation also listened to a poem by Pam 

Ayres entitled, "Nowadays We Worship at Saint 

Tesco’s."  This is a thought-provoking piece on the 

rampant consumerism of today and the devastating 

effect it can have on church-going life.  It makes you 

think... 

 

There was also a talk on the Parable of the Sower and 

the various types of soil encountered, or the different 

responses to God's Word that are still with us today - 

initial interest, enthusiasm but without roots, early 

commitment stifled subsequently by life's worries, 

riches and pleasures on the one hand, and on the 

other hand the fourth option of wholehearted 

acceptance by those who hear the Word, retain it and 

by persevering produce a fruitful life.  

  

During the service a collection was taken for the 

work of Operation Agri, a Baptist charity working in 

developing countries to train people in better 

agricultural practices, provide health resources and 

oversee community projects such as building a 

source for clean water.  A total of £286.73 was raised 

and this will be forwarded to Operation Agri on 

behalf of the village of Thorverton. 

 

After the service we repaired to the WI hut for an 

excellent supper. Choir members are connoisseurs of 

such events and the general opinion was that the fare 

on this occasion was outstanding.  So, thanks to our 

caterer, Eleanor Adams of Cullompton – and to God 

for supplying the raw materials! 

 

All in all, a very good evening. I think I can safely 

say that a good time was had by all. 

Maurice Harrison  
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Legal Eagle 
 

‘Bribery blights lives‘, so wrote Kenneth Clarke the 

then Secretary of Sate for Justice in his Foreword to 

the Bribery Act which came into force on the 1st July 

2011. 
 

In October 2011 Munir Yakub Patel became the first 

person to be convicted under the new bribery laws. 

Mr Patel was employed as an administrative clerk at 

Redbridge Magistrates‘ Court. He was charged under 

s2 of the Act which provides that a person will be 

guilty of an offence if they request, agree to receive, 

or accept a financial or other advantage intending that 

a relevant function or activity should be performed 

improperly. 
 

Mr Patel had used his position to ‘get rid‘ of a 

speeding charge for a member of the public. Mr Patel 

admitted that he had avoided putting details of the 

summons for a speeding offence on a court database 

in exchange for £500. Further enquiries revealed 53 

cases where Mr Patel had assisted offenders in this 

manner and in so doing amassing at least £20,000. 

He was sentenced on appeal to 4 years imprisonment. 
 

S1 of the Act provides the offence of, ‘Bribing 

another’. The offence is committed where a person 

offers, promises or gives a financial or other 

advantage to another person intending the advantage 

to bring about the improper performance  by another 

person of a relevant function or activity, or, knowing 

or believing that the acceptance of the advantage 

offered, promised or given in itself constitutes the 

improper performance of a relevant function or 

activity. 
 

Mr Mushtaq was an aspiring self-employed cab 

driver. He was convicted under s1 of the Act after 

offering a bribe to a mini cab licensing officer. 
 

Yang Li was a student at the University of Bath; he 

attempted to bribe his tutors into giving him a pass 

mark in return for a payment of £5,000. Yang Li had 

attended a meeting with his tutors during which he 

said, ‚‘I am a businessman’ he then placed £5,000, in 

cash, on the table. His tutors outlined the three 

options available to Yang Li; at this point he said to 

his tutors, ‘there is a fourth option, you can keep the 

money if you give me a pass mark and I won’t bother 

you again.’ 
 

Yang Li’s tutors rejected the offer and asked him to 

leave. As he did so a pistol fell from his pocket. 

Counsel for Yang Li sought to make light of this, 

explaining that the presence of the pistol was in no 

way connected to the meeting with his tutors. 
 

 

 

Yang Li, who pleaded guilty was sentenced to 12 

months for bribery and 6 months on the firearms 

offence. 
 

Sport, betting and bribery seem to go very much hand 

in hand these days. Recent convictions and bans 

imposed on cricketers Salman Butt, Mohammad Asif 

and Mohammad Amir, the charge brought against 

footballer Delroy Facey and the convictions of 

footballers Krishna Ganeshan and Michael Boateng 

have all stemmed from bets being placed on the 

results of matches or things happening during a 

match.  
 

This is not, however, a modern phenomenon; in 1920 

8 Chicago White Sox players were accused of 

throwing the World Series and never played major 

league again. 
 

Perhaps the most famous incident of this kind 

occurred in 1962. Jimmy Gauld, who at one time had 

played for Plymouth Argyle, approached David 

Layne who played for Sheffield Wednesday. Gauld 

was a betting man and liked to bet on the outcome of 

football matches. He also liked to ensure that he won. 

Layne suggested that Sheffield Wednesday were 

likely to lose their match on 1st December 1962 

against Ipswich Town and proposed that fellow 

Sheffield Wednesday players, Peter Swan and Tony 

Kay would ensure that they did. Sheffield 

Wednesday duly lost the match 2 – 0. 
 

In 1963 Gauld’s betting syndicate tried to fix the 

result of the match between Bradford PA and Bristol 

Rovers. Two Bristol Rovers players, goalkeeper 

Esmond Million and forward Keith Williams were 

subsequently fined and banned from football for life 

for taking bribes. 
 

Closer to home, Ken Thompson of Hartlepool United 

admitted receiving £200 to help his team lose to 

Exeter City. 
 

Once he left prison, Peter Swan worked in a bakery, a 

car showroom and a hardware shop. He said, “I was 

banned from going to all football matches. When the 

wind blew you could hear the roar from Hillsborough 

at our house and that was hard. I played for a pub 

side and they got fined for having me. I wasn’t even 

allowed to go and watch my son, Carl, play...........” 

“..............we let a lot of people down and it will be 

with me until I die.” 
 

‘Bribery blights lives’. How true. 
 

Next month we will look at some of the other 

provisions of the Bribery Act. 

 

Clive Hamblin 
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Garden Club 
On 15

th
 September Chris Moulton came to speak to 

us about the River Valley Parks which are managed 

by Exeter City Council for whom he works as a Parks 

Ranger. 
 

There are several of these parks in and around the 

city such as Ludwell, Alphin Brook and Mincing 

Lane, and they provide not only a haven for wild life 

but also areas where people can get out and about to 

enjoy these rural oases which are right on our 

doorstep.  All of them are grazed and in many cases 

hedges have been restored and sometimes reed beds 

created which very quickly attract wildlife.  
 

Local volunteers have become involved in the 

restoration work and also, importantly, children, 

making them aware of the importance of maintaining 

these parks which are sometimes sadly under 

pressure because of increasing building demands.  
  

Otters are now frequently seen very close to the city 

and thought to be a contribution to the return of the 

water vole because the otters are very likely 

responsible for the mink leaving the area.   
 

There is a 12 mile walk known as The Exeter Green 

Circle which can be done encompassing all the parks 

or broken down into shorter ones.   
 

It was a very interesting, enjoyable and inspiring talk  

so if anyone wishes to take advantage of these 

delightful open spaces tap in on your computer to 

Exeter River Valley Parks for the details. 
 

Our next talk will be on Monday 20
th
 October when 

Stuart Dowle from Quickes Farm will be coming 

along with some samples of cheese and we shall, of 

course, be providing some wine to accompany them, 

so do come along if you are interested.   
 

I shall also start taking names for our annual 

Christmas Dinner which this year will be held on 

Saturday the 29
th
 November and is always open to 

friends of the Garden Club.   
 

There will also be a talk in November on the 17
th
 

when Neil Lovesey from Picket Lane Nursery will be 

coming along to give us advice on Gardening on 

Clay which I think affects most of us in this area. 
 

Further details can always be obtained from me on 

861 205. 

Ros Rowlerson  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Women’s Institute 
Claire Barrow kindly spent her Birthday evening 

giving a talk on ‘Gems’ at our Sept. meeting. 

She explained that the majority of gemstones are very 

ancient and in older times were more revered than 

they are now. 

Gem stones are found in various countries, some 

being harder than others and ranging from very dark 

to shiny.  

They are measured on a scale of 0-10. 0=talc while 

10=Diamonds. 

Some of us were surprised to learn that Diamonds 

were not nearly as rare as some other gem stones. 

One of the most popular gems are Opals. 

 Agates are related to Jaspers, while Quartz covers a 

huge range of gem stones. 

For Pearl lovers amongst you …..It takes an Oyster 

one year to grow a 1mm pearl. 

Turquoise, discovered in Egypt in 6,000BC and used 

by Cleopatra, can be very porous to perfumes. 

  

Elizabeth Ridler won ‘Flower of the month’ while 

Jackie Barron the ‘best piece of jewellery’ 

  

Our next meeting is on Oct. 7
th
 when George 

Williams will speak about the ‘RAF’ 

(Ooo, Men and uniforms, I will be there! � ) 

  

All are welcome, but please note that this meeting 

will start at 2-30 and NOT the usual 7-30. 

 

Sylv Gregory 
 

 

 

Do you need funding for something that will 

benefit Thorverton? 

 

Focus is pleased to be able to offer funding for 

village organisations or individuals who need money 

for the benefit of the village. 

 

One of the aims of Focus is “to run at a small annual 

profit, but with surplus funds put to support village 

organisations for the benefit of Thorverton residents. 

 

Funding will normally be limited to no more than 

50% of the cost of any equipment requested.  

Account is also taken of the likely number of 

beneficiaries. 

 

Please submit any requests to Neville Lane, Focus 

Editor, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5LS  

or by email to thorvertonfocus@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
October 2014 Newsletter 

 

    If you are + you can join! 

 
 

Full details of the remainder of our 2014 programme are available on our website (www.sevs.info) or from the 

Club Secretary (details below). 

                  

COFFEE MORNING                  

Our monthly Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 21st OCT between 10.00 and 11.30 at St Mary’s Church 

Hall Silverton.  This is an opportunity to book for events, meet friends and if you wish, take part in our monthly 

Quiz/Game.  The entrance charge is still only £0.50p (includes tea/coffee and biscuits).  We also have a Raffle.   

So why not come along and give it a try?  

 

MONDAY WHIST                                                                   
Monday Whist Afternoons this month are on the 13

th
 and 27

th
 OCT at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton 

commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2 includes a raffle ticket, tea & biscuits and good company.  What 

amazing value! 

 

DATES OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS                                                    

 

Thursday 23
rd

 October – Hereford & Wye Valley: We leave Silverton at 08:30 (Stoke Canon 08:05, Rewe 

08:08, Ruffwell 08:10) to travel to this ancient city on the banks of the River Wye with over 3 ½ hours to 

explore Hereford (with its historic Cathedral, Cider Museum and the famous Old House) and a tea stop on the 

return journey.  The cost of the outing is £18 which includes Cider Museum entry and for those that wish, a one-

hour guided tour of the Cathedral. 

 

Friday 28
th

 November – Salisbury Christmas Market.  Our coach leaves Silverton at 09:00 (Stoke Canon 

0835, Rewe 0838, Ruffwell 0840, and Bickleigh 0908) for Salisbury – voted one of the top 10 UK Christmas 

markets – in the heart of this historic city with its cathedral and programme of festive music and carols. Expect 

to spend four hours in Salisbury returning to the Exe Valley at about 1830 (6:30 PM).  Coach cost is £14. 

 

Friday 19
th

 December – Christmas Outing & Lunch.  By popular demand, we return yet again to the Waie 

Inn Zeal Monachorum, the village which sits on the top of a hill 7 miles north of Dartmoor. The inclusive 3-

course meal and coach cost kept at last year’s £22. Please complete and return to the Secretary the menu 

selection form being distributed with the October Newsletter. 

 

HOLIDAYS 2015 – We are exploring the possibility of a shared holiday to the Channel Islands with Blakes 

Coaches. More details in November’s Newsletter.  

If you are interested in any of the above events or would like to join the Club please contact Martin Clough Club 

Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further details of events please visit our website http//www.sevs.info 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Golf Society  
Sunday 7

th
 September 

This was the annual Texas Scramble competition 

which had to be rearranged from the usual Bank 

Holiday date due to the weather.  The scores were all 

good with all 6 teams of three scoring better than par.  
                                                                                      

The winning team was Ken Galvin, Mark Cummins 

and Scott Hasler who had a net score of 28.79. The 

runners up, Geoff Bulley, Chris Harlow and David 

Harlow had a score of 30.17, and third were Jim 

Chappelle, Colin Anderson and Nigel Augstburger 

with 31.88. 
 

There were a few nominations for the Donna-y 

trophy, several shots going out of bounds on the last 

hole, David Harlow on the fourth hit a long tee shot 

that was not being used, so had to come back and 

play from the chosen spot, only to miss hit his second 

so it did not even reach the spot he had just picked up 

from. The winner was Sam Turner who had forgotten 

he had entered and gone out for the day. Fortunately 

Simon Ette was on the subs bench and stepped in to 

make up the numbers.oli 

Anderson & Nigel Augstburger 

Sunday 14
th

 September 

The weather was dry today so 9 golfers took to the 

fairways. The scoring was generally of a high 

standard with the winner,  David Harlow having an 

excellent score of 22 which earned a handicap cut of 

two and a half shots. Runner up with another 

excellent score of 21 points was Scott Hasler, and a 

handicap cut of two shots and third was Nigel 

Augstburger with another excellent score of 20 points 

that earned him a handicap cut of one and a half 

shots. Mark Cummins brought up the rear with 8 

points. 

The Donna-y trophy was awarded to Scott Hasler 

who hit his second shot on the par 5 further than he 

thought he could, for it to bounce on the edge of a 

water feature up into the air, over the heads of the 

players who were on the green putting, for it to land 

at the back of the green.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila Ball came to present Chris Harlow                                                                                                       

with the Russell Ball Memorial Trophy. 

The singles knock out competition has now 

concluded with Chris Harlow getting past Jim 

Chappelle and Sam Turner to meet Geoff Bulley in 

the final, where he was triumphant. 

                                                                      

The dates arranged for October will be Sunday 12
th
 

and Sunday 26
th,  

and for November will be Sunday 

9
th
 and 23

rd
 . 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter 

Inn. 

G S Potter 

 

 

Recipe 
Autumn Veggie Lasagne [halve quantities for a 

smaller version] 

 

12 sheets pre cooked lasagne (preferably wholewheat 

but ordinary works well) 
3 large potatoes, peeled and diced 
1 large parsnip, peeled and diced 
3 large carrots, peeled and chopped 
375g/2 cups canned tomatoes 
tablespoon tomato puree 
1 and 1/2 teaspoon mixed herbs 
salt and pepper to taste 

 
Cheese Sauce 
6 tablespoons margarine 
75g/ 3/4 cup plain flour 
1/2 teaspoon mustard powder 
600ml / 3 cups milk 
225g/1 cup Cheddar cheese 
  

Boil potatoes, parsnip and carrots together until 

slightly soft [about 8 minutes], then drain.  
Fry onions in a little oil until soft and mix in 

vegetables, tomatoes, tomato puree, herbs, salt and 

pepper. 

Melt the margarine and stir in flour and mustard 

powder. Cook for a couple of minutes. Gradually stir 

in the milk, mixing thoroughly to avoid lumps. Stir in 

most of the cheese. 

Using a deep dish, put a layer of vegetables in the 

bottom, then a layer of lasagne, then a little cheese 

sauce. Repeat, finishing with the cheese sauce. 

Sprinkle the remaining cheese on top. 

Cook in oven at 180°/350°F/Mark 4 for 30 minutes 

or until nicely browned on top. 

Sustainable Crediton 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd                
supporting Thorverton Post Office 

 
Thank you to our customers for their support and to 

our excellent band of TCT and PO workers who 

continue to provide us with such a useful village 

amenity. 

 

I note that we are just about to lose our local petrol 

station.  

 

In order NOT to lose our post office and paper shop, 

we need more TCT members please.  

I believe that there are c. 900 inhabitants of 

Thorverton but thus far we have fewer than 200 paid-

up TCT members this financial year. 

 

Our community-run business only manages to 

survive because of the financial support from 

members’ subscriptions and donations. Over the past 

two years it has made a loss.  Thank you to all our 

paid-up members and new members but if you aren’t 

one of those, please use the form below ASAP. 

 

We’ll be stocking all our usual Christmas things this 

year including Hospiscare Christmas cards. 

Please come to us first before looking elsewhere for 

your stationery needs, newspapers and magazines 

and of course for all the things that the PO itself 

offers. 

 

There’ll be a TCT/PO stall at the Saturday markets in 

October and November. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you again in the shop 

soon. 

 

Heather Kershaw                                                                                                 

Chair and Secretary  TCT Ltd 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust 

Ltd 

 

I/we 

……………………………………………………… 

 

(address)…………………………………................ 

 

(email)………………………………………………. 

 

wish to renew membership/become  member(s) of 

TCT Ltd 

 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) 

for the year 6/2014 – 5/2015 (cheques payable to 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 

 

(signature(s))……………………………………… 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to                                                

Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary                                                          

c/o  Thorverton Post Office  or post/deliver to  

TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 

5LS 

 

Promise Auction            
On Saturday 4

th
 October at 7.30pm at the Exeter Inn 

a Promise Auction will be held in support of the  

charity Evalina Children’s Heart Organisation 

(ECHO).  This organisation and group of lovely kind 

people supported us when we discovered that our 

little granddaughter had a serious heart condition.   

 

To help me pay a debt of gratitude to them that I 

cannot do on my own, I should be so grateful if you 

could come and join us and bring your promises that 

we can auction on the night….. for example, a baked 

cake, a haircut, lawn-mowing, an hour’s gardening, 

knitting/sewing/mending, a home-cooked meal, 

vouchers for golf days, meals at local pubs, lessons 

on anything, something that you can make to sell, 

any ideas that you may have to raise money or a 

donation to our draw on the evening.   

Bob Hyde 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
September update 

The club marked the end of the summer with a mixed 

doubles American Tournament, in which 16 players - 

8 ladies, 8 men – play 6 matches, each with a 

different partner against a different couple. The 

tournament was won by junior Connor Champ for the 

men, and Chair Frederiek Maddock for the ladies. 

Winter league matches are now underway for all the 

club teams and junior coaching is starting again with 

our coach Toby Harradence on Wednesday 

afternoons, from 4 to 8.30. This is open to all 

children from the age of 6 to 17, so if anyone is 

interested please contact our junior coordinator Viv 

Baber on 01392 681180. 

We continue to play all through the winter, so if you 

would like to join us please contact our membership 

secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259 or email: 

winstode.house@yahoo.co.uk. All details of our club 

sessions and other information and news are on our 

website: www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 

Sally Baldwin 

mailto:winstode.house@yahoo.co.uk
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Nature Notes 
This autumn there are no acorns on oak trees that 

grow on the hedge surrounding our garden and I only 

noticed three acorns during the whole of the TARTS 

walk at the National Trust property at Parke, Bovey 

Tracey on 30
th
 August. It looks like there is a poor 

acorn crop this autumn. The last poor acorn crop was 

in the autumn of 2012. This caused the Jay to leave 

its woodland habitat in search of other sources of 

food. This normally shy bird was seen extremely 

frequently including visits to garden bird tables 

where it exploited the supply of peanuts and other 

nuts and seeds. I wonder if we will see an increase in 

sightings of our most colourful member of the crow 

family again this autumn.  
 

The autumn of 2013 produced a reasonable acorn 

crop and I am not the only person to discover tiny 

oaks and also hazels have popped up inside plant pots 

and in the garden, well away from their parent tree. 

No doubt Grey Squirrel will have something to do 

with it. An abundant acorn mast is produced only 

once in every three or four years. 
 

The acorn crop may have failed but beech trees are 

full of beech mast and holly bushes smothered in 

berries. The beech nut is a favourite of Chaffinches 

who may be seen beneath a beech tree that overhangs 

a road. Passing vehicles dislodge and crush the nut 

making it an easy job for birds to get at the nut 

kernel. Acorns are also known as mast, from a 

Scandinavian word mat meaning food as in food for 

pigs such as those able to forage for acorns in parts of 

the New Forest.            
 

When I was investigating one of our larger oaks I 

found two Oak Marble galls on the ground beneath 

its canopy. This is the hard round gall that resembles 

a Malteser. Whilst still green in early September it 

soon becomes brown. The two galls were still green 

and had been opened to extract the gall larva, then 

discarded. Woodpeckers such as Lesser Spotted and 

other birds, squirrels, Bank voles, Yellow-necked 

mice and dormice are known to predate Oak Marble 

gall larva. A bird will make a hole into the gall with 

its beak but the galls I found look like they have been 

gnawed to extract the larva. The galls must have been 

taken from the tree and therefore by a creature who 

can climb. It is my hope that it was a dormouse but I 

have no concrete evidence. I have gathered up from 

the ground some of last year’s gnawed open 

hazelnuts but I am not expert enough to discern 

whether they have been opened by a vole or 

dormouse. You can clearly see little teeth marks on 

the hazelnuts but there are no marks on the oak galls 

which have a softer texture than a nut.  

 

Oak Marble gall is also known as Bullet gall, Oak 

Nut gall and Devonshire gall. The gall is produced by 

the larva of a gall wasp Andricus kollari. I have read 

conflicting information on how the gall wasp (it is a 

non native species) came to be in Britain. Some 

reports say Andricus kollari was introduced on 

specimens of Turkey Oak from Southeast Europe 

into parks and gardens in the 18
th
 century. Other 

reports say it was deliberately introduced into Devon 

from the Levant in the Middle East in the 19
th
 

century. I suppose it could be both scenarios and now 

this gall wasp is found throughout Britain. The Oak 

Marble gall is rich in tannic acid and in Devon was 

used to dye cloth and in the manufacture of ink. 
 

Andricus kollari has two generations in a year. 

Female gall wasps emerge in spring from Oak 

Marble galls found on Pedunculate or Sessile Oaks 

(our native oak trees). These females lay an egg into 

a leaf bud of Turkey Oak. A small reddish gall is 

produced and in summer a male or female wasp will 

emerge. A mated female will then lay an egg in a leaf 

bud of a native oak thus completing the cycle. It is 

thought that in some years there is only an asexual 

cycle completed solely on English Oaks as Turkey 

Oaks are not very numerous in Britain.  
 

In February Focus this year I wrote about finding 

Ram’s Horn galls on a young oak in our garden and 

subsequently finding them at the Millennium Green. 

The Oak Marble gall wasp is a close relation to 

Ram’s Horn gall wasp Andricus aries. The Ram’s 

Horn gall wasps have been very productive this 

summer producing approximately 70 galls on our 

young oak tree.  
 

I return the spotlight now to birds with recent 

sightings reported of Kingfisher following the stream 

in the centre of the village and Barn Owl near Upcott 

Barton. On a recent visit to Northdown Wood, two 

Barn Owl feathers were found beside a gatepost in 

the vicinity and only 1.25 miles in a direct line from 

Upcott Barn.                                                                                                             

Jenny Garne  

01392 860875 jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

Predated Oak Marble Galls, also Common and 

Silk Button Galls on English Oak –  

Picture Rowena Garne 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Poetry 
Blustery Day 

Wind is lapping round the lime 

Giving its leaves an anxious time. 

It is battering the beech 

And pestering the pear and peach; 

By the great oak, winds rage is borne; 

But fells too soon unripe acorns. 

 

Wind is roaring through wych elm, 

Threatening to overwhelm, 

And the weeping willow sheds 

Slender leaves, now torn to shreds, 

While the dainty aspen tree 

Is trembling and shaken constantly. 

 

 

 

 

 

Silver birch is wildly spinning, 

Golden foliage swiftly thinning; 

Agitated is the ash, 

Losing its seeds too soon in blast. 

Bowed hawthorn’s fruit is tossed to earth 

And sought by finches round its girth. 

 

The holly with its prickly touch 

Does not mind strong wind so much,  

Ripe red berries still are glowing 

Although gale force winds are blowing. 

Within the churchyard the ancient yew 

Spreads wide its arms, so winds pass through. 

 

Doreen Beer 

TARTS  

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and 

Trampers 
 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 11
th
 October – walk led by Caroline 

Saturday 25
th
 October – walk led by Graeme 

Wednesday 29
th
 October – next TARTS planning 

meeting 8pm at The Exeter Inn 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 

 

HOT Supper Club  
programme 2014 – 15 
 

November (date TBC)      

The Three Hares – Devon’s 

remarkable medieval link with Ancient China, a talk 

by Tom Greeves. 

 

23 January 2015      
Musical Squares, the amazing science show   

presented by Mike & Wendy Gluyas. 

 

27 March     
Restoration:  Poltimore House past, present and 

future a talk by Keith Weedon. 

 

22 May      
Mexican night - a Central American tour with John 

Spivey. 

 

 

All meetings are held at 7pm in Upton Pyne Village 

Hall. Tickets cost £8.50 and are available from Linda 

Findlay (tel: 01392 841402) or 

friendsofuptonpyne@yahoo.co.uk. Early booking is 

advised. The whole season can be booked in advance.  
 

Friends of Upton Pyne – helping to care for our village church. 

For Sale  
Superb apartment in listed building standing in its 

own grounds in Thorverton. 

 

Lounge, kitchen/diner, 2 bedrooms, large hall, 

bathroom and 3 room cellar with glorious fireplace 

and exposed stonewalls. Separate garage. 

 

Offers in the region of £172,500. Phone owners on: 

01392 861935 to find out m

mailto:friendsofuptonpyne@yahoo.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 45  No.9  – October 2014 
 

 

22 

    The Garden in October    
               October is the bonus month of the ear for 

the gardener. The weather has not yet turned the 

corner but is thinking of doing so, which gives us a 

period of usually moderate temperature particularly 

suited to gardening activities. It also has the added 

advantage that the soil is still warm from the summer 

sun and therefore ideal for transplanting, allowing 

plants to ‘ settle in ‘ before the cold creeps into the 

soil. 

 

     With that in mind if you have an area you wish to 

plant a new hedge and you have dug the soil well, 

you should now add  fertilizer or well composted 

manure. If planting an evergreen hedge, plant into 

position straight away. For a thicker hedge, plant in 2 

alternate rows with 45cms between plants. Obviously 

different varieties and the eventual size of hedge 

required will need slightly different planting 

distances, so do check with your supplier, they are 

there to help you and will want you to get the best 

result with their product. Before planting check the 

roots and cut off any damaged roots cleanly. Set the 

plants so that the soil mark on the bark is just below 

the surface. Providing the soil is not wet and sticky, 

firm the plants in securely. Unless in a very exposed 

situation the plants should not need staking. Mulch 

around base to help give frost protection. If planting a 

deciduous hedge your young plants are likely to 

come bare rooted. In this case heel them in in some 

soft soil by making a trench with your spade, lying 

the plants at an angle in the trench and then covering 

the roots with soil. November is the optimum time 

for planting this type of hedge but keep a weather eye 

open for cold snaps and plant before the soil gets 

cold. 

 

              If you are thinking about moving herbaceous 

plants or creating a new border now is the perfect 

time to prepare the ground, remove the weeds and 

plant out. The soil is warm enough for the plants to 

start making new roots before winter and then be 

ready to grow on in the spring. If using your own 

herbaceous plants, young healthy plants can be split 

in half either by cutting out half with your spade or 

by digging the whole plant up and putting 2 spades 

into the middle of the plant back to back, prizing 

them apart. You have to be quite ‘vigorous’ at this 

point, a hefty thwack with the spade is often needed 

so do watch your toes!!  They are not delicate plants 

and need firm handling. If you have removed the 

original plant to split it up, you can have a good dig 

around the original position which has probably 

become tired.  After digging, add in compost, remove 

all weeds and pop the plant back as if planting for the 

first time.  Don’t forget to water and continue to do 

so if dry. If you are using an older established plant 

take your new material from the edge of the plant. 

This is where the most vigorous growth will occur 

and the healthiest planting material. Mulch around 

the base of new plantings to protect from frost 

damage to roots.                In the garden evergreen 

shrubs should be planted as soon as possible to get 

established before cold weather. Do not stint on 

ground preparation in your haste to get them in 

however! Deciduous shrubs will go into position in 

November, when they are dormant, so prepare the 

ground now. Around the garden prune back any 

shrubs that might suffer from wind rock such as 

Buddleia, do not cut back too far as the lower buds 

might need protection from winter frost  these are the 

growing buds, you will want them next year. In a 

mild winter they can begin to grow and then get 

caught out by a late frost, so leave the final pruning 

until spring. Late flowering shrubs can be left uncut 

for their own protection but they also look very 

attractive as winter stems. Perovskia is a good 

example.   

 

             If you haven’t given your lawn any TLC it is 

not too late and picking off leaves, scarifying, spiking 

and top dressing (read instructions carefully) can still 

be carried out. Do not be tempted to give your lawn 

one last crew cut before winter. It is better for the 

grass to have some depth to it to protect from frost 

than for the roots to be nearly exposed.  October is 

the month for turfing. Ground preparation is essential 

for a successful lawn so lots of digging and raking 

several times is needed to obtain a good ‘friable’ ie 

like bread crumbs, soil. It of course needs to be weed 

free. When the soil is ready it needs to be 

compressed. This is done by ‘shoe shuffling’ 

backwards and forwards over your patch to create a 

flat even surface which will not sink. The turf can 

then be laid on top slightly overlapping the edges to 

allow for shrinkage as the turf settles. If the soil is 

dry, hose it over before laying the turf. The biggest 

problem with establishing turf is to prevent it from 

drying out too quickly. It rarely recovers completely 

if this happens and after all the hard preparation it is 

a shame not to get the best results. For smaller areas, 

the procedure is the same but you might not be able 

to shuffle!! 

 

               In the veggie garden, clear the area in your 

rotation for next year’s onions and go and get some 

overwintering onion sets and push them into the 

ground approximately 12 to 15 cms apart. These 

onions  will start to grow and develop a small root 

system. Then they will sit in the ground all winter 

and  start to grow away as soon as the weather warms 

up, getting a good head start on their spring planted 

cousins. ‘Red Electric’ is a good variety  to grow as 

is ‘Sturon’(white)  Towards the end of the month 
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plant out your garlic and elephant garlic. So that the 

birds do not pull them all up just plant below  the 

surface out of sight for the onions and garlic. The 

elephant garlic can go deeper.  If you are lucky 

enough to have a glass house or polytunnel you can 

sow pots of sweet peas, 4 seeds to a 9cm pot creates a 

nice sized plant for next season. Keep damp but not 

too wet. No heating is needed but cover with fleece if 

the weather turns very cold mid-winter and then stop 

watering until the cold snap is over. You MUST 

protect from mice or you will get no sweet peas!!!!! 

They should begin to grow before December.  

 When they produce more than 4 leaves cut them 

back to 2 or 3 leaflets to produce a bushy plant and 

only allow to grow on when you are ready to put 

them out in early spring. 

 

                 Well Neville a few jobs to be going on 

with plus the general tidy up before winter. Just 

remember its lovely to get out in the garden and that 

it is also very good exercise!! 

 

                            Happy Gardening 

                                              Lorraine Colebrook 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    
    Revd Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332.  douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org  
    Revd Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe. 841284. sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 
    Revd Dave Carrington, Assistant Curate. 841672. dave.carrington@netherexe.org 
    Mrs Laura Ford, Reader.  841753. laura.ford@netherexe.org  

    Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing:Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone:02072197037 By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mr Olly White 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Sarah Crawford 01392 860295 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663  web address www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org
mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:dave.carrington@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

 Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
 Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Events Secretary/bookings: Jeff Grace, tel 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
                                            Website: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton  & Exe Valley Community Choir   Anne Vardy  01392 861184 amvardy@hotmail.com  
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 861283 
 Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 
Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
 W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
 Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2014 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse and recycling   b) Brown bins  

(ie black sacks and black boxes) 

October 6
th

 and 20
th

    October 13
th

 and 27
th

 

 November 3
rd

 and 17
th

    November 10
th

 and 24
th 

                  
December 1

st
 and 15

th
 and Tuesday 30

th
        December 8

th
 and 22

nd
    

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 4.20pm. 

 

Dates for the rest of 2014 are:  

October 23
rd

  November 20
th  

December 18th 

 

Flag Flying days in October 
 

None 

 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2014 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@Gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

   

 

OCTOBER 

Sat 4
th
  Promise Auction, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Sun 5
th
  Postponed Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms now on Sun. 2

nd
 Nov. 

Tues 7
th
  WI meeting, “RAF” with George Williams, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Sat 11
th
  TARTS walk led by Caroline Prince 

Sat 11
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Tues 14
th
  Royal British Legion Thorverton Branch AGM, Exeter Inn, 7 pm. 

Thurs 9
th
  Ladies Group, Its Party Time! at Beryl Grace's, Moss Bank, School Lane, 7.30pm 

Fri 24
th
   History Society David Hole – The Eddystone Lighthouse WI Hut 7.30pm 

Sat 25
th
  TARTS walk led by Graeme Culshaw 

Sat 25
th
  WI Market, WI Hut, 10-11.00am 

Wed 29
th
  TARTS planning meeting at The Exeter Inn, 8 pm. 

Thurs 30
th
  Arts Exchange, Newcourt Farmhouse (Nichols), China 

 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 2
nd

   Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7 for 7.30 start. Iraq Crisis Appeal. 

Tues 4
th  

WI meeting, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Sat 8
th
   Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sat 8
th
   “Guns at Sarajevo”, Amateur Dramatic Society, Thorverton Church 

Thurs 13
th
  Arts Exchange, Ockero (Colebrook), Mysteries 

Fri 14
th
   Concert, Thorverton Parish Church, 7.30pm 

Sat 22
nd

  WI Christmas Market, WI Hut, 10-11.30am 

 

DECEMBER 

Tues 2
nd

 WI Quiz and Christmas Tea, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Thurs 10
th
  Arts Exchange, Campion Cottage (Purvis & Page), Free Choice 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sat 20
th
  WI Market, WI Hut, 10-11.00am  

Sun 21
st
  Carol Service at the Parish Church, 5pm 

 
 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@Gmail.com

