
  

 

       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

December 2014        Vol. 45  No. 11                 40p



  

         FOCUS MAGAZINE INFORMATION 

Chairman Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Raddon. 

Secretary Geoff Bulley, 17 Broadlands, Thorverton. 

Treasurer Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 860309 

Editor Neville Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 861062 

 Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com 

 Back issues (courtesy of Rob Purvis): thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com 

Assistant editors Eileen Mason and Fiona Harrison 

Printers Barrie Phillips and Peter Mason 

At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 
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Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and pictures. 
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LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

 COST per ENTRY 
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Front Cover: Christmas Tree outside the Memorial Hall – photo by John Spivey  

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to “Focus” 
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Editorial 
Almost the end of another year.  It feels like only a 

couple of months ago that it was summer, but 

suddenly I am faced with all of the Christmas 

preparations that seem to start that bit earlier each 

year.  

 

This past month has been rather hectic for me 

because I have been frantically rehearsing for my part 

in the TADS play, Gunshots in Sarajevo.  It has been 

great fun to be involved, but also greatly challenging 

(and I only have a small part!). It has been more than 

30 years since I was last involved in any sort of 

amateur dramatics, so it has come as quite a shock to 

the system, and a real test for my memory.  You 

won’t be reading too many critical reviews in Focus I 

can assure you, not now that I know what it takes to 

get a play produced. 

 

I make no apology that there are plenty of references 

to the centenary of World War I again in this month’s 

Focus. I print what I receive, so the content is simply 

a reflection on what people have been sending me.  I 

do have to make one apology though – and I don’t 

know who it is to!  Someone asked me to put a 

mention of something in Focus a couple of weeks 

ago as I came away from the church service with 

them, but I can’t for the life of me remember who it 

was.  Sorry.  No doubt there will be a full apology 

next month when they remind me. 

 

Over the next month I am looking forward not just to 

Christmas but also to getting my wife back in the 

New Year.  Many of you will know that Jane is just 

coming to the end of her lengthy second stint as 

Parish Clerk.  I know that she has enjoyed the 

experience (mostly anyway), but I also know just 

how time-consuming it can be at times. Who knows, 

you may start to see us together a bit more in future. 

 

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas.  (I will leave 

any New Year messages to the next Focus.)  It would 

allow me to enjoy the festive season that much more 

if contributors to Focus could get articles in to me in 

good time for January’s edition.  Not all village 

magazines print a January edition, and I can 

understand why they don’t because it does put 

pressure on the editorial team over Christmas.  While 

I am usually able to include articles received a couple 

of days after the deadline, I certainly don’t guarantee 

that anything arriving after the 20
th
 December will 

get into January’s Focus.   

 

Thank you to those of you who do contribute items 

for Focus.  Without you we would have a very thin 

magazine indeed.  Have a very Happy Christmas. 

 

Neville Lane 
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Thorverton Parish Council  
 
Report of the November meeting of the 

Parish Council 

 
 

 

Planning Matters 
(a) Planning decisions received to date of meeting:- 

(i)Ref 14/01379/LBC and 1/01378/FULL. Reinstatement of section of former field gate in boundary wall. Corner 

House, School Lane. Approved and granted. 

(ii) Ref 14/01716/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 Sycamore tree in a conservation area. Dinneford Spring, 5 

Dinneford Street. Approved. 

(b) Planning applications received to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref 14/01714/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 Monteray Cypress in a conservation area. The Garden 

House, Dinneford Street. 

 

Clerk’s Matters 

Four applications had been received for the position of Clerk to the Council. The Chairman said that it was hoped 

that interviews would be concluded the following week. A closed meeting would be held as soon as possible for the 

purpose of making the appointment. 

 

Highways 

A second meeting with DCC Highways to consider mainly safety issues at several village locations was yet to take 

place, DCC having carried out a speed survey meanwhile, the outcome of which had to be addressed first.  
 

Council agreed to point out that a proposal to extend the list of items for which charges could be made at recycling 

centres (to include various DIY home improvement waste such as shower trays and roofing felt) would probably 

have the effect of increasing fly tipping.  
 

Tough Choices review of DCC services – Council agreed to write to DCC to request that the gritting service into 

the village be continued, the road into the village from the A396 being excluded from the gritting round under the 

latest Tough Choices proposals. 

 

Residents can add their comments, and hopefully support the Parish Council in its attempt to keep the grit 

lorries running locally, by logging into the DCC Tough Choices website, or by writing to DCC. Closing date 

for comments is 5
th

 December, so please move quickly! 

 

Recreation Ground 

Replacement signs, indicating the age groups the play equipment is intended for and who to contact in the event of 

a problem or accident, would soon be put up on two of the gates at the ground. As moles were causing problems at 

the ground, the Council decided to employ a mole catcher who used humane methods. It is likely that at least part 

of the ground will need to be cordoned off temporarily for this purpose. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

The Council agreed to add to the annual maintenance contract the clearing of overgrowth at the western end of the 

car park, and also to clear the Barliabins plantation, which is just above the car park, off Dark Lane. It was noted 

that a considerable amount of rubbish had collected just inside the entrance to the car park; residents are reminded 

that this is private property and that neither rubbish nor MDDC black boxes should be left there. 

 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the W.I.Hut on Tuesday, 9
th
 December 2014 at 7.30pm. An 

agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice board in School Lane prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed in the 

same place when they have been approved by the Council. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

Telephone: 01392 861062,  email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
 

 

Christmas celebrations, Sunday 30
th

 November 
 

Come to the Christmas celebrations on Sunday 30th November, commencing 

at 5.30 with carols and the traditional count-down to the switching on of the 

Christmas tree lights. Father Christmas will arrive around 6.00, followed by 

mince pies and mulled wine and bags of sweets and goodies for the children. 

Please note this will all be held at the Memorial Hall (not on the Green as 

stated in last month’s Focus). 

 

Holly Ball, Saturday 6
th

 December 
 

Dance to the music of The Alchemists, 8.00 p.m to Midnight.  Tickets £10.00 in advance from The Thorverton 

Arms, Exeter Inn, Not the Village Shop or tel. 01392 860069, or £12.50 on the door. 

 

Saturday Market 
November Saturday market draw results 

1
st
 prize: a chicken dinner - Donna Hodge 

2
nd

 prize: a bottle of wine  - Peter Mason 

3
rd

 prize: a box of chocolates -  John Taverner 

4
th
 prize:  more chocolates – Dawn Thompson 

 

Don’t miss the Christmas Market at the hall on Saturday 13
th

 December bursting with gifts and goodies to fill 

those Christmas stockings. 

 

Grand Christmas Bingo: Tuesday 16
th

 December 
 

Doors open at 6.00 pm at the Hall, eyes down 7.30 pm. The evening will offer grand draws, Bingo 90 and a 

treasure hunt. Many prizes to be won. 70p. per book of ten games, 10p. per set of two flyers. Food will be available 

and a bar will be open. Why not come early and have your tea before eyes down?  Children are very welcome but 

must be accompanied by an adult. See notice in this Focus for further details or ring John White: 860827. 

 

50/50 Auction, Saturday 17
th

 January 
 

For further details see January Focus or contact Mike Shelton: 01392 861027. 

 

Memorial Hall website 
If you wish to browse the Hall website it can be found at www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

I am pleased to be able to report that Focus has provided some funding towards the Christmas celebrations on 

November 30
th
 referred to above.  Please see the notice further on in Focus if you have something which needs 

some financial support and would be of benefit to the village - Ed 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Letters 
 

From Sue Batty 
 

The late David Batty 
 

Sue and her family would like to say a big thank you 

to our ‘special’ friends for all their help and support 

following the sudden loss of Dave – we couldn’t 

have got through it without you and the spray of 

flowers that Elspeth put together for the funeral were 

outstanding. 
 

We would also like to thank everyone for their kind 

thoughts and messages of sympathy, and to read so 

many happy memories of Dave gave us great 

comfort. 
 

Most of you will have known that Dave had suffered 

for many years with a debilitating lung condition, and 

I was so thrilled to find a charity carrying out 

research into Pulmonary Fibrosis.  As of this week, I 

have been advised by our Funeral Director that the 

retiring collection already stands at almost £600 – 

Dave would have been so proud. 
 

Thanks once again. 

 

 

From Chris and Tony Cole and family 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

many people who have helped us in the weeks since 

the loss of our son, and brother, Nick.  We were truly 

consoled by the kindnesses of all those who visited, 

sent cards, letters and social media messages, fed us, 

sent flowers and offered accommodation to our 

relatives and visiting friends.   
 

We were also incredibly moved by the number of 

people who came to Nick's funeral and are extremely 

grateful to The Reverends David Carrington 

and Douglas Dettmer for helping us to celebrate 

Nick's life in the way we hope that he would have 

wanted. We were particularly pleased that the 

Colebrook family were happy to make such valuable 

contributions as they had known Nick all his life.   

We were also comforted by the moving and 

courageous speeches of his best friends.  Finally we 

would like to thank the musicians in the church, 

Alison and Stephen from the Thorverton Arms for 

their catering and the four volunteers who took the 

names of those attending the funeral.  
 

As well as the many floral tributes, over £2000 has 

been donated in Nick's memory to be shared between 

the British Heart Foundation and StreetGames. 
 

There have been so many people who have supported 

us in these past weeks, so we apologise if we have 

not mentioned you personally.  The village has 

definitely sustained us.   

The following letter should have appeared in 

November's Focus, but for an error of omission by 

the editor for which I apologise - Ed. 

 

From Doreen Beer of Bullen's Close 

 

We would like to thank everyone who has sent cards 

and messages of sympathy to my family and me, on 

the sad death of my eldest daughter. 

 

Susan was brought up in Thorverton, attended the 

village school, christened, confirmed and married in 

our church. 

 

She passed for Tiverton Grammar School and then 

did a pre-nursing course at the East Devon College.  

On leaving she gained her ONC at the Royal United 

Hospital in Bath. 

 

Following this she was accepted at Torbay Hospital 

where she passed as an SRN and worked there as a 

staff nurse for many years. 

 

Susan leaves two sons, Tom and James, home from 

travelling in Canada and Australia.  It is a terrible 

grief to lose a beloved child of any age; but God has 

blessed me with some wonderful, kind and caring 

friends, their support and the love of our family must 

help our pain and loss. 

 

Thank you all from my heart. 

 

Susan died suddenly in Cornwall and her cremation 

was held in Camborne on Friday 24th October. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

 

 

From Sylv Gregory 
 

Monday Nov. 24th saw the final Christmas party of 

Chatter Café.  After 9 years of tea, cake and chatter, 

the doors have finally closed. 

 

I suspect some folk will ask why it’s finished. Sadly, 

as with all things, if no new members are 

forthcoming there is only one option. 

 

I would like to thank all those, men included, who 

have supported it over the years.  Grateful thanks go 

to Carol and Lisa for their help during this year, and, 

although she’s moved away, to Ann Stamper who 

spent 8 of those years making cakes and serving tea 

with me. 
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From Loreen Large of Broadlands 
  

Once again I would like to wish all my friends and 

associates of Thorverton a very Happy Christmas and 

a Prosperous New Year. 

May you all have a lovely, lovely time and enjoy 

yourselves. 

 

 

From Lee White 

I would like to wish all my friends and neighbours a 

very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year and 

to thank you so much for your friendship and 

support. 

Love and best wishes. 

 

 

From Alice and Frank Selley of Dark Lane 
   

We would like, through Focus, to wish all our friends 

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Instead of sending cards we shall be making a 

donation to the Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 

in appreciation of all the voluntary hard work which 

goes into keeping this wonderful village asset in such 

good shape.   

 

 

From Pauline Hartnell  

 

I would like to wish all my friends and neighbours a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

 

From Ken and Marjorie Maynard of 3 Bullen Street 

 

May we, through Focus, wish all our friends and 

neighbours a very happy Christmas and a prosperous 

New Year. 

 

We are making a donation to the British Heart 

Foundation this year instead of sending cards. 

 

Best wishes from Ken and Marjorie Maynard 

 

 

 

From the Women’s Institute 

 

The WI Committee would like to pass on their thanks 

and appreciation to Mrs Sylv Gregory and the Chatter 

Cafe ladies for their financial support in the last year. 

They have paid for our speaker for our 90
th
 Birthday 

party held in June and also assisted in the upkeep of 

our Hall. 

 
 

 

From Annette Mawson 

 

Reflections 1914 - 2014  

 

A group of villagers are at the Thorverton Arms to 

commemorate World War I. 

 

On one wall a large painting takes precedence, 

depicting a scene in rural France. Not an ordinary 

painting this. It has been painted by Mrs Adrienne 

Howells and her son-in-law. On all four sides silk 

poppies surround the picture. Though not dominating 

the scene, one is drawn to the lonely figure of a 

young solder, sitting erect on his horse. An English 

soldier, solitary, young and vulnerable in a foreign 

field, facing an unknown future, determined and 

confident that the task asked of him by his country 

shall succeed. 

 

Many of us, looking into the face of that man, who 

lived one hundred years ago, might rightly say that it 

represents an ancestor, perhaps a grandfather, an 

uncle or a friend of a friend. Looking back this is 

what we see, looking forward we are immensely 

proud and thankful for what he and countless others 

like him did for us, so that we might benefit today. 

 

P.S. I speak for Thorverton and say "Thank you" for 

the privilege of having and seeing this banner for a 

short while. 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale 
 

RAC Dog Guard.  As new. £35. Phone 860878 
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Notice Board 
 

 

TAG  

Thorverton art group 

MEETS 

FRIDAYS 

FROM 09:30  

@ 

THE WI HUT 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 
TRIAL WEEK FREE – JUST TURN UP!  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
(Thursdays at 7.45 pm in church) 

  

December  4th (Christmas II), 11th, (Christmas 

III) and 18th (Christmas IV) 
  

Sunday December 21st 5 p.m. Carol Service 
  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort Practices 
 

(Mondays, usually in school, 3.30 to 4.30 p.m.) 
 

December  1st, 8th and 15th (this one in church) 
  

Sunday December 21st 5 p.m. Carol Service 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL SINGERS 
 

Christmas is coming! 
 

Thorverton Parish Church Carol Service,  

Sunday, December 21st at 5 pm 
 

Would you like to join the church choir for the 

Christmas Carol Service? 
 

There are 3 of the 4 practices remaining,  

from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in church on:- 

Thursdays, December 4
th
, 11

th
 and 18

th
  

 

Please come to them all if you possibly can. A warm 

welcome awaits you, enthusiasm is the only 

requirement – there are no auditions. 

We will be learning some new carols and of course, 

the old favourites will be included. 

For more information please contact Mary Thomas, 

01392 860730 or mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk  

or Heather Kershaw, 01392 860419 

 

It would be helpful if you would let one of us know if 

you are coming then we know how many carol books 

to get out. We always have a good sing and hope to 

continue the tradition of a full house, enthusiastic 

singing and a meaningful contribution to our village 

celebrations. 

 

FOR THE YOUNGER SINGERS 
The younger members of the Christmas choir have 

their own practices. 

For years 2 to 6 these will be on Mondays, 

December 1
st
 and 8

th
 from 3.30 to 4.30 pm in school 

and December 15
th
  from 3.30 to 4.45 pm in church. 

Singers in years 7 and above can either attend the 

senior choir practices or contact Mary to arrange 

practice times to suit them. 

 

Please contact either Mary or Heather (as above) if 

you would like any more information. 

The younger singers will lead our traditional candlelit 

procession and sing a carol by themselves as well as 

joining with the senior choir. 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME – COME AND ENJOY 

A GOOD SING 

 

 
 

 

Thorverton Parish Church 

 

CAROL SINGING AROUND THE 

VILLAGE 

 

Monday, 22nd December  – 7.00 pm 

 

Do come and join us - and for mince pies 

and a warm drink afterwards 

 

Meet in The Berry 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30 

cost £2.00 
 

this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your  

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces! 
 

If you would like any further information please 

call Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep.)  
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Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 
 

offering a very wide range of post office 

services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, 

posting and packing materials, laundry service, 

photocopying – service with a smile! 
 

Mon–Fri 9.00–5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat 9.00-12.00 

Sun: 9.00–10.30 TCT paper shop only 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 

 

CHRISTMAS 

BINGO  
 

Tuesday 16th December 

 
Thorverton Memorial Hall 

 

Doors open 6.00pm, Eyes Down 7.30pm 
 

Hot Dogs, Burgers, Pasties & Bar 
 

Lots of seasonal prizes 
including Christmas poultry 

 
Ring John White (860827) for more details  
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Thorverton Amateur Dramatic 
Society 

 
"Guns at Sarajevo" 

 
TADS will be performing a new drama, written this 
year by TADS playwright James Muirden, to 
commemorate the First World War. The date has 
been changed due to illness in the cast. A donation 
will be made to the British Legion. 
 

Saturday November 29th, 7.30pm 
 

in Thorverton Church. 

 
It will involve TADS members, local children and 
the church choir. James has cleverly combined 
the story of the assassination at Sarajevo and the 
reactions of European leaders in 1914, with 
present-day schoolchildren.  
Thorverton villagers who lost their lives in the war 
are movingly commemorated at the end of the 
drama. 
 
See posters for full details.     

            

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
SILVERTON LINK UP 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.                                            
Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  
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Coming soon to a WI Hut near you... 

 

The Welcome Café 

 

Opening Monday 2
nd

 March 2015 

 

From 2.30 to 4.00pm, Mondays 

 

Meet old friends    Make new friends 

 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, cakes and a warm welcome! 

 

At the WI Hut 
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Parish Church Services and News 
DECEMBER 2014 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

Sunday 7 December 2014 Advent 2 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel     LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     DD 

10:00 am Service of the Word & Toy Service    Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Thorverton  SS & DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion & Toy Service [C] Rewe    DD 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres DD 
 

Wednesday 10 December 2014 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  DD 
 

Sunday 14 December 2014 Advent 3 

09:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton DD 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres      DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Upton Pyne  DD 

04:00 pm Christingle  Poltimore  DC 

05:00 pm Holy Communion, Carols & Readings  [C] Stoke Canon  MSS 

05:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Huxham DD 
 

Thursday 18 December 2014 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols    Cadbury   DC 

07:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Netherexe DD 
 

Friday 19 December 2014 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols    Brampford Speke            S Taylor & H Freeland 
 

Sunday 21 December 2014 Advent 4 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon    DD 

11:15 am Service of Lessons & Carols     Rewe     DC 

04:00 pm Nativity Pageant  Upton Pyne                                Lay Led & LF  

05:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols    Thorverton   DD 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Newton St Cyres                       A Simmonds 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Poltimore DC 
 

Wednesday 24 December 2014 Christmas Eve 

04:00 pm Family Service of the Word & Crib Service Stoke Canon Lay Led  

09:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore DD & LF 

11:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon  DC 
 

Thursday 25 December 2014 Christmas Day  

09:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Brampford Speke DD  

10:00 am Service with a Smile ☺ Brampford Speke  LF 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury HW 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham MSS 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres  DC 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Thorverton DD 

10:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Rewe SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne DC 
  

Sunday 28 December 2014 Holy Innocents 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham     DD 

11:00 am Joint Service with Parish Church   Thorverton Baptist Church     BOF 
   

Sunday 4 January 2015 The Epiphany 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     MSS 

10:00 am Service of the Word     Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Thorverton  DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe    SS 

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW] Newton St Cyres DC 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

on page 1 for this month’s date 

 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer  Rector 01392 860332   douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841672   dave.carrington@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

 

Associate Ministers  

CH Revd Christopher Hughes  

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton, please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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JANUARY 2015 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 4 January 2015 The Epiphany [Transferred] 

 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     MSS 

10:00 am Service of the Word     Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Thorverton  DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe    SS 

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW] Newton St Cyres DC 

 

 

Tuesday 6 January 2015 The Epiphany 

 

07:00 pm Meditative Service for Epiphany    Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

& DC 

 

 

Sunday 11 January 2015 Epiphany 1 & Plough Sunday 

 

10:00 am Family Service of the Word    Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne     DC 

05:30 pm Evening Prayer  [CW] Huxham  DD 

 

 

Sunday 18 January 2015 Epiphany 2 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury       DC 

10:00 am Service of the Word  Poltimore Lay Led  

10:00 am Family Service of the Word   Thorverton  Lay Led  
   Joint with Baptist Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe  DD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DC 

 

 

Sunday 25 January 2015 Conversion of St Paul 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres     DD 

10;00 am Service of the Word  Upton Pyne Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word     Rewe     Lay Led  

05:00 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury DC 

  

   

Sunday 1 February 2015 Presentation of Christ 

 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore      

10:00 am Service of the Word     Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe     

05:00 pm Service of the Word     Newton St Cyres 
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Armistice Commemorations 

                                                                                                                                        

On Tuesday, 11
th
 November all the children of the 

Primary School walked up to the village War 

Memorial to observe two minutes’ silence in 

remembrance of all those who have given their lives 

fighting for their country. They laid a wreath at the 

foot of the Memorial and carried the union flag for 

the ceremony with members of the Royal British 

Legion.  

 

Thank you to Peter Furneaux and David Parker for 

sending us these photos.  

 

Alex Fice went into the school in the afternoon with 

his display about the First World War, and gave a 

talk to classes two and three and answered questions 

from the children, who were very interested. 

 

Sunday 9
th

 November 
 

 
Alex Fice (RBL), Chloe Fice (Brownies), Leah 

Carbines (Guides) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

Alex Fice with Jack Scott and Gracie Pearn  

 

 

Royal British Legion       

       
      Thorverton Branch 2014                                                                                              

 

This year the Poppy collection in the Thorverton, Cadbury, 

Brampford Speke, Cowley and Upton Pyne areas raised the 

splendid sum of £3179.19p. 

 

We would like to thank our organiser Penny Fice, the 

collectors and everyone who so generously contributed. 

 

Peter Furneaux, Chairman 
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Royal British Legion Thorverton Branch members 

 

 
Lowering the flags. Observing the 2 minutes’ silence at 11 o’clock 

 

 
Church Choir and Musicians 
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Parish Letter 
 

 

LIVES AND STORIES 
 

“Now stop gawping and tell me: what do you want 

for Christmas?” Thus said Father Christmas to Doctor 

Who as he appeared - somewhat surreally - in the 

Tardis at the very end of the recent series. A ‘Dr Who 

Christmas Special’ has now been cued up. And two 

stories have collided, an ancient one (relatively 

speaking) and a modern one. 

 

Doctor Who is good at the collision of stories. Worlds 

collide, alien species collide, epochs of time collide. 

In its early years it relied on the novelties (and 

scariness!) of this to entertain. But recent Doctor Who 

uses these to explore deep questions, as those who 

watch it will know (it is regular family viewing for 

us). The recent series tackled subjects including 

death, bereavement and the afterlife, no less. Dr Who 

himself, now played brilliantly by Peter Capaldi, is 

something of a Messiah figure, repeatedly saving the 

world. The script-writers creatively probe the 

boundaries of the programme’s non-religious 

framework. 

 

These questions are explored through stories of 

people, however - ordinary people (with the one 

exception). We need stories of people. Strictly Come 

Dancing and The X Factor, both heading towards 

their annual December climax, give viewers back-

stories of the contestants. Two of the top films on 

current release are the stories of JMW Turner and 

wartime code-breaker Alan Turing. We need stories 

of other people’s lives, not just for interest or 

entertainment but also to help make sense of our own.  

 

What about the ‘big story’ to give context to our 

lives? A recent YouGov survey asked people which 

books they considered to be ‘of most value to 

humanity’. The Bible and Darwin’s Origin of Species 

scored highest, with the Bible just ahead, 37% and 

35% respectively. The third and fourth placed books 

were also scientific: Stephen Hawking’s A Brief 

History of Time and Einstein’s Relativity. Fictional 

books scored relatively low. The Origin of Species 

was cited because it “answers fundamental questions 

of human existence”: scientific narratives are 

commonly providing the ‘big story’ today. David 

Attenborough’s natural history series ‘Life Story’ and 

Brian Cox’s ‘Human Universe’ paint the same 

picture. 

The Bible was chosen by respondents in the YouGov 

survey largely because it “contains principles/ 

guidelines on how to be a good person”. How tragic 

that its fundamental character as story has been lost 

(or at least relegated to being stories just for children 

or not credible). This when it is the ultimate Collision 

of Stories - mankind’s and God’s. 

 

TV script-writers, film producers and even scientists 

are setting the pace in telling big stories about life in 

relevant and contemporary ways. The Church needs 

to rediscover how to do this, how to retell the Story of 

Jesus - not just the soft-centred tale of the Christmas 

baby but the powerful stories of life, death and 

resurrection. 

 

We may not get a surreal encounter with Father 

Christmas ourselves, sadly! But may our stories 

collide with Jesus’ story in ways that generate rich 

new life, not just at Christmas but through the coming 

year. 
 

David Carrington (Curate, Netherexe parishes) 

 

Baptist Church  

A hundred years ago... 
 

There are reminders all round, not least the 

Sainsbury's TV ad., of what happened at Christmas 

1914 when enemies who had been focussed on killing 

each other in the trenches called a temporary halt to 

the hostilities and became friends for a few brief 

hours.  We are told that it all began on that first 

Christmas Eve of the war when the melody of the 

famous carol Stille Nacht drifted across from the 

German lines.  Soon the song was taken up by British 

and French troops in their respective languages.  

Peace broke out as the belligerents chatted, showed 

each other family photos, exchanged addresses and 

engaged in an impromptu football kick about. It could 

not last and appalled senior officers intervened to halt 

the fraternisation. 

 
 

But what was this captivating song which had 

brought the two sides together for such a short 

respite?  The words were written by Joseph Mohr, a 

young Austrian priest from the Salzburg area, in 

1816. The following year he came to the parish of 

Obendorf.  The church organist from a neighbouring 

village composed the melody and the piece was first 

performed at midnight mass in Obendorf in 1818.  

Subsequently it was translated into many different 

languages and became known and loved throughout 

the world. 

 
 

Words and melody are simple.  They convey very 

movingly the atmosphere of that first Christmas night 

when a very ordinary couple from up north found 

themselves without accommodation in Bethlehem 

just as the young woman was due to give birth. It is a 
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scene we have watched time without number in 

nativity plays presented by our children and 

grandchildren. Silent night, holy night ... Christ the 

Saviour is born ... 

 

Profound truths can be expressed in the simplest of 

words. How many times did we sing in Sunday 

School, "There is a green hill far away"?  This was a 

composition of the Victorian hymn writer Mrs 

Alexander.  Her godchildren were being prepared for 

confirmation and found some aspects of the Creed 

difficult.  To illustrate "I believe in God the Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth" she wrote, "All things 

bright and beautiful."  "There is a green hill" helped 

the children to understand "Suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried." Her 

Christmas carol "Once in royal David's city" was 

composed to explain "Jesus Christ our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary." 
 

                                                          He came down to earth from heaven,  

           who is God and Lord of all, 

           And his shelter was a stable,  

           and his cradle was a stall.  

 

Simple words, profound truths. In a context of war 

and violence, whether that of the trenches or the 

contemporary horrors of the Middle East, the simple 

truth of the gospel story brings peace and hope.  That 

Christ child of "Silent Night" was the Prince of 

Peace.  I once questioned the widow of a D Day 

veteran as to what her devout late husband had felt on 

the eve of the Normandy landings.  She told me he 

had always replied: "A peace that passes all 

understanding."  He had felt the presence of the one 

Wesley called "the heaven-born Prince of Peace." 
 

We in the Baptist Church will be commemorating 

that truce of a hundred years ago and the coming of 

the Prince of Peace at our Carol Service on Sunday 

14
th
 December. The service begins at 10.30 and will 

be followed by refreshments.  We give you a warm 

invitation to join us on that occasion.  And yes - we 

shall definitely sing "Silent Night." 
 

Maurice Harrison  
 

Garden Club News  
 

At the Coffee Morning on 1
st
 December we will be 

holding our annual Christmas Wreath Making and 

Table Decoration session – this will begin at 10am 

and all are welcome.  We will not be meeting then 

again until our AGM on 19
th
 January 2015. 

 

New members are always welcome and details can 

always be obtained from me on 861 205. 
 

Ros Rowlerson  

Ladies Group 
The next meeting will be at The Thorverton Arms on 

Thursday December 4th at 7.30pm. 

. 

It will be a Christmas craft evening with a glass of 

mulled wine and a mince pie. 

Please bring with you - scissors, a box of dress-

making pins and a bagful of evergreen leaves. 

Suggestions are - laurel, ivy, bay etc. They can be all 

the same type or an assortment - depends on your 

artistic preference! 

Elspeth Holmes 

 

Poetry 
Mysteries  
or: from the Sublime to the Ridiculous 
 

Black holes and darker matter 

are not enigmas up for chatter, 

and we can all get into a tangle 

sorting out the Bermuda triangle. 
 

Such mysteries may be here to stay; 

more ordinary ones won't go away. 

The mystery of a woman's love 

is only known to Heaven above. 
 

A good man is hard enough to find 

but quickly she leaves him behind. 

Cooking always was a no-no - 

and this man really is a dodo! 
 

Men are very good at wars 

and all that happens out of doors, 

but get them working in the house 

and they go quieter than a mouse. 

 

ERGO- 
 

Housework, not wars, is what we need. 

Make housework a recurring deed 

that tests us men and rests our wives 

- who anyway lead longer lives. 
 

Just throw that into the stew - 

housework is clearly good for you! 
 

The mystery now as then remains. 

How someone skilled at clearing drains 

is so hopeless when it comes 

to sweeping up the kitchen crumbs. 

 

Andrew Hoellering 
 

 

“Conflict and Empathy,” Andrew Hoellering's first 

collection of poetry, is available on Amazon priced 

£10.20,  with free p and p. 
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A Reason for Joy 

 

Look well at Christmas, what do you see? 

Is it only the tinsel, the turkey, the tree, 

Is it all on the surface, a grand outward show, 

Or does its meaning lie deeper, like life beneath 

snow. 

 

Look well at Christmas, the first part ad last, 

Remember the Christ though caught up in the mass, 

In the great mass of shoppers, by the rush hour 

ensnared; 

Remember the Christ, whose birthday is shared. 

 

When choosing the presents, let love be your guide, 

Before sealing the cards, see that love is inside. 

Look well at Christmas, for Christmas is love, 

The crib with the baby, the angels above. 

 

Sharing and giving, renewed hope and calm 

Is the spirit of Christmas, the blessing and balm. 

Be happy at Christmas, there is great reason for joy 

In the God given gift, of a special small boy. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinneford Meadow R.I.P. 
 

Stream through the seasons 

Flood level in winter and a trickle in summer 

Cows changing sunshine and grass into milk 

The foxes chasing rabbits 

The heron (and the egret) fishing hopefully 

The fresh-air vistas of grass, trees and water 

 

Dogs and children playing in clear pools 

Brambles and flowers overhanging the rushing waters  

Big oaks above the warren 

Meeting – social occasion - Hi there! – lovely day 

Wading the Jordan by the cow-made ford  

Making a splash with your wellies 
 

Countless generations trod this field 

From shepherds to foxhunters 

From dog walkers to kite flyers 

Cows and villagers share the space 

Children dodging the cowpats and 

Jumping across the channelled water ………. 
 

But now …. padlocks and barbed wire 

Limit our access; curtail our enjoyment of … 

Thorverton’s most beautiful meadow 

Glimpses over the gates and through the hedge 

Remind us of former joys 

And happy picnics by the big pool…. 
 

…………………………...R.I.P. Dinneford Meadow 
 

John Spivey 
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Legal Eagle 
 

Section 6 of the Bribery Act 2010 creates the offence 

of bribing a foreign public official in order to obtain 

or retain business or an advantage in the conduct of 

business. 
 

The offence is committed when a person offers, 

promises or gives a financial or other advantage to a 

foreign public official with the intention of 

influencing the official in the performance of his or 

her official function, intending also to obtain or retain 

business or an advantage in the conduct of business 

by doing so. 
 

The prosecution must also show that there is a 

sufficient connection between the advantage and the 

intention to influence and secure business or a 

business advantage. 
 

Bribery only occurs in such circumstances where it 

consists of an offer or promise to give, or gives any 

financial or other advantage: 
 

(i) to the FPO, or 
(ii) to another person at the FPO’s request or 

with the FPO’s assent or acquiescence and, 
(iii) the FPO is neither permitted nor required by 

the written law applicable to the FPO to be 
influenced in his/her capacity as such by the 
offer, promise or gift. 

 

The references in s6 to influencing a person in that 

person’s capacity as an FPO mean influencing that 

person in the performance of their function as such 

an official, which includes: 
 

 any omission to exercise those functions; 
and 

 any use of that person’s function as such an 
official, even if not with their authority. 

 

‘Bribe’ is widely defined for the purposes of s6, it 

includes an offer, promise or gift of financial or other 

advantage, and the section differs from Ss 1 and 2 

which both require there to be an improper 

performance of a relevant function. 
 

The Act does not define the term, ‘Financial or other 

advantage’ (common to all offences under the Act) so 

this is a matter that is left to be determined as a 

matter of common sense by the tribunal of fact. 
 

In a Joint Prosecution Guidance issued by the 

Director of the Serious Fraud Office and the Director 

of Public Prosecutions, prosecutors are advised to 

approach prosecutions under the Act on the basis that 

‘advantage’ should be understood in its normal, 

everyday meaning. 
 

So, what would be the position of an organisation 

wishing to establish a business relationship with a 

foreign country who, as part of the on-going 

negotiations, offers an official from the country, 

accommodation, travel costs and other forms of 

hospitality to enable, and indeed to encourage, the 

official to visit in the hope of easing the negotiations? 
 

The matter has been partly addressed by the 

Guidance to the Act which states that the Act is not 

intended to prohibit reasonable and proportionate 

hospitality and promotional activities. The key words 

are clearly, ‘reasonable‘ and ‘proportionate‘; so the 

more lavish the hospitality etc. the more likely it is to 

fall foul of the Act. However, all the circumstances 

would need to be considered. 
 

Facilitation payments are unofficial payments made 

to public officials in order to secure or expedite the 

performance of a routine or necessary action. 
 

There are no provisions in the 2010 Act exempting 

facilitation payments. They were illegal under the 

previous legislation and remain so under the Act. 
 

As a final note on the Act, no one can be prosecuted 

under the Act, in England and Wales unless either the 

Director of Public Prosecutions, The Director of the 

Serious Fraud Office or the Director of Revenue and 

Customs Prosecutions is personally satisfied that: 

 

 a conviction is more likely than not, and that 

 prosecution is in the public interest.  
 

An individual guilty of an offence under Ss 1, 2 or 6 

is liable: 

 

(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding 12 months, or to a fine 
not exceeding the statutory maximum, or 
both, 

(b) on conviction on indictment, to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 
years, or to a fine or both. 

 

Any other person guilty of an offence under Ss 1, 2 

or 6 is liable: 

 

(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not 
exceeding the statutory maximum, 

(b) on conviction on indictment to a fine. 
 

A person guilty of an offence under s7 is liable on 

conviction on indictment to a fine. 

 

Clive Hamblin 
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Women’s Institute 
 

For our November meeting, ten of us had a very 

interesting visit to Darts Farm at Clyst St George. 

 

We were met by the manager who briefly told us the 

background to the business.  He reminded some of us 

of the early days of the company - Picfresh.  He 

explained that the company was begun by Mr. Dart, 

father of the three sons, Paul, Michael and 

James, who now run the business, which has been 

growing vegetables for 50 years.  He pointed out the 

small area in the shop where the two tills once had 

been.  From being initially a fruit and vegetable 

grower and seller, Dart's Farm now has a fish 

monger, cider department, butchery, florist, grocery 

and greengrocery department as well as many cards 

and fancy goods, not forgetting a very popular 

restaurant.  In addition there is a variety of other 

retail outlets within the building. 

 

Our visit began at the fishmongers, where we 

watched the skilful filleting of a plaice.  The manager 

told us that fish was collected daily from Exmouth or 

Brixham and that the fishmonger himself had dived 

for scallops until a short time ago.  We were given a 

cup of the most delicious smoked haddock chowder, 

the 'special' of the day.   

 

We then went to the cider section, where we were 

told how they make their own cider, including 

several flavoured ciders - we were given a taster.  

There was a huge array of bottled ciders and beers 

from around the country beautifully displayed.   

 

After this we went to the tastefully displayed meat 

counter, managed by Master Butchers, Philip and 

Alistair David.  They explained that they only buy 

the best animals.  They often go to Exeter market and 

hand-select lamb for their counters, only buy pigs 

which are outdoor farrowed, and buy local turkeys, 

which are a week older than most, to allow for an 

extra layer of fat thus providing a more moist bird.  

Paul Dart rears some of the cattle which are finished 

locally on the marshes, thought to improve flavour. 

 

Having listened intently and seen so much tempting 

food we were ready for our most enjoyable lunch, 

using Dart's produce, in the restaurant. We made the 

most of our time for retail therapy before returning. A 

good day was had by all. 

 

Judy Bright 

 

 

A New Lost Property System 
The ReportMyloss website allows people to log their 

lost item using an online form, which will register the 

item on a Police Approved, National Database. 

Police all over the UK will be able to view the 

database, which will be available from the 3rd 

November 2014. 

 

Please phone us with any information on 101 or e-

mail: 

general.enquiries@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk.   

 

For more information visit: www.reportMyloss.com 

 

Flood Risk Reports 
 

The Flood Risk Management team at Devon County 

Council have been grateful for support, over the last 

few years in particular, from people providing 

valuable information on the various flooding issues 

and instances of property flooding in their area, 

enabling them to write up more detailed Flood 

Investigation Reports. All of the reports they have 

published to date, including the 2013/2014 winter 

storms, are available to view and download online on 

their website: 
 

https://new.devon.gov.uk/floodriskmanagement/flood

-investigations-reports-and-studies/  

  

They have also recently updated and redesigned all of 

their flood risk management web pages and have 

created a page where residents and business owners 

can report internal flooding to their property: 

https://new.devon.gov.uk/floodriskmanagement/repor

t-flooding-to-property/  

  

If you have any questions please contact them at 

floodrisk@devon.gov.uk 

 

 

School Report 
On Friday 5

th
 December the PTFA will be holding its 

Christmas Fair at the school, from 2.30pm. 

 

This year’s Christmas performances will be held on 

Thursday 11
th
 and Friday 12

th
 December in the 

Memorial Hall. 

 

School term ends on 19
th
 December and restarts on 

Tuesday 6
th
 January. 

 

mailto:general.enquiries@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
http://www.reportmyloss.coma/
https://new.devon.gov.uk/floodriskmanagement/flood-investigations-reports-and-studies/
https://new.devon.gov.uk/floodriskmanagement/flood-investigations-reports-and-studies/
https://new.devon.gov.uk/floodriskmanagement/report-flooding-to-property/
https://new.devon.gov.uk/floodriskmanagement/report-flooding-to-property/
mailto:floodrisk@devon.gov.uk
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History Society 

The Eddystone Lighthouse – David Hole 
 

David gave an amusing and informative talk on the 

lighthouse and its history. Shipwrecks are caused by 

mariners not knowing where they are. Prior to the 

building of lighthouses all they had were sea marks 

(known cliffs or other land marks). Sometimes they 

could rely on beacons or lights in churches, but there 

was no organized system in place. 

 

The Eddystone reef is 14 miles out at sea off 

Plymouth and most of the reef is submerged for most 

of the time, thus making it dangerous to shipping. 

Access to the mother rock is very difficult. 

 

In 1566 an Act was passed to protect sea marks and 

to stop wreckers (those who would deliberately 

attempt to lure a ship onto rocks so they could steal 

the cargo from the wrecked ship). 

 

In 1593 Trinity House was made responsible for 

overseeing safety at sea but it was over 100 years 

later that permission was given for the building of the 

first Eddystone lighthouse. 

 

This was built by Henry Winstanley – he was a well- 

connected entrepreneur who had owned 5 ships but 

lost 2 of them. He approached Trinity House about 

building the lighthouse but they didn’t have the 

knowledge as they had never built one before so he 

decided to build it. He would make money from this 

venture from a levy charged to ships using Plymouth 

harbour. 

 

Plans were made and in 1696 holes were drilled into 

the rock for 12 iron bars which were to form the 

foundation. Men could only work for 2 hours a day 

when the weather permitted. Trinity House provided 

a ship so the work could be supervised. In 1697 a 

French ship turned up and took Winstanley prisoner 

but he was later released to carry on with his work 

and the lighthouse was finished in 1698. It was lit by 

candle power but the light could be seen in Plymouth. 

It was made larger in 1699 but in 1703 it was washed 

away during a period of bad storms. 

 

In 1706 John Rudyard asked if he could rebuild it – 

he added extra iron bars and additional ballast to the 

base and a mast for extra strength and flexibility. It 

was then covered in timber and by 1709 was in 

service. Woodworm caused a problem and planks 

were washed away but it was manned by 2 keepers, 

later increased to 3. 

 

This lighthouse burned down and one of the keepers 

swallowed molten lead from the roof. All the three 

keepers were rescued but Henry Hall, the keeper who 

had swallowed the lead, died 12 days later and an 

autopsy found 7.5 ounces of lead in his stomach. 

John Smeaton built the next lighthouse and work 

started in 1756. He built it with a firm base and a 

narrowing tower to deflect the waves. It was built of 

stone which was cut to interlock. The outer stone was 

Cornish granite. The first stone weighing 2.25 tons 

was laid in 1757. There were 4 rooms in the 

lighthouse and the illumination was provide by 24 

candles. In 1807 Trinity House took over the 

maintenance of the light and the candles were 

replaced with an oil-based light which was much 

brighter. 

 

In 1878 plans were made to replace Smeaton’s 

building and James Douglas was brought in to build 

it. Again, it was to be built of interlocking stone and 

tapering to deflect waves. It was built adjacent to 

Smeaton’s light and the people of Plymouth decided 

they wanted Smeaton’s tower brought back and this 

has been re-erected on the Hoe, although minus its 

foundation base. 

 

Improved light sources and lenses have been added to 

increase the visibility and in 1980 a deck for landing 

helicopters was added. 

 

By 1982 all the keepers were removed due to 

increased reliability and like other lighthouses around 

the coast it is unmanned.             

Robert Turner 
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What’s new at the Post Office? 
 

Whether you're sending a birthday gift or selling 

online, you can now send even more with the new 

bigger small parcel size from Royal Mail. 
 

 New bigger small parcel size can measure up to: 

max length 45cm, max width 35cm, max depth 

16cm  

 Send a small parcel 0-1kg from just £2.80  

 Send a small parcel 1-2kg from just £2.80 until 

18
th
 Jan. 

Send regularly?  
If you are an online seller, run a small business or 

simply send post regularly – talk to us about the 

extended Small Parcel range. 
 

 the Small Parcel size 

 our free Drop & Go service 

 confirmation of delivery services 

LAST POSTING DATES FOR CHRISTMAS 

UK Services 

Thurs 18 Dec 2nd Class and Royal Mail 

Signed For® 

Sat 20 Dec  1st Class and Royal Mail 

Signed For® 

Tues 23 Dec Royal Mail Special Delivery 

Guaranteed® 

 

International Economy (formerly known as 

Surface Mail) 

Too late! 

Tues 4 Nov    Cyprus, Eastern Europe, 

Greece, Iceland, Malta, Turkey 

Tues 18 Nov      Western Europe 

 

International Standard (formerly Airmail) 

and all International Tracking and Signature 

Services (formerly Airsure®, International 

Signed For®) 

Wed 3 Dec Asia, Far East (including        

Japan), New Zealand 

Thurs 4 Dec Australia 

Fri 5 Dec Africa, Caribbean, Central & 

South America, Mid East 

Mon 8 Dec Cyprus, Eastern Europe, 

Greece 

Tues 9 Dec  Canada, Poland 

Fri 12 Dec  USA 

Sat 13 Dec Western Europe (excl. 

Greece, Poland) 

 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd            
supporting   Thorverton Post Office 
 
Christmas is almost upon us!! As you know we are 

selling charity cards, wrapping paper, labels, diaries, 

etc. plus of course posting and packing materials.  

 

Remember to post early for Christmas if you are 

sending things abroad – see posting dates elsewhere 

in Focus. Also be prepared to have to state what is in 

your parcels/packets even if they are only for the UK. 

There are some good price deals for certain sizes of 

parcel as Allison our Sub-postmaster outlines in her 

article.  

 

Buy your Christmas stamps early. We do sometimes 

run out nearer the time! Also remember that you can 

probably do your banking at the post office or at least 

withdraw cash. 

 

We are still looking for someone to work at the TCT 

shop on alternate Saturday mornings. This 

involves unpacking, marking up as well as selling 

papers. It’s a good way to get to know people and to 

earn a few pounds! It could suit anyone but 

especially older teenagers and students. 

Please contact Jan Hamilton Business Manager 

07764 461575 or me if you think you could help us 

with that. 

 

By the time you are reading this, we will have had 

our TCT Ltd AGM at which thanks will have been 

paid to all our PO and TCT staff members without 

whom we couldn’t run our Post Office and 

newspaper/stationery shop. Their dedication, patience 

and hard work help to keep our village alive. Not one 

of them is really ‘in it for the money’; well there isn’t 

any to spare as you know!! So please show them your 

appreciation when you’re next in the shop! Thanks 

also to members of the TCT Council who do lots 

behind the scenes especially the business manager 

and treasurer. 

 

We all wish you a very happy Christmas season. 

Please keep supporting us in 2015. 

 

If you’re still not a member of TCT, please use the 

form below ASAP. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Heather Kershaw   01392  860419                                                

Chair and Secretary  TCT Ltd 
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To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative 

Trust Ltd 

 

I/we  

 

………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………… 

 

(address)………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………............... 

 

…………………………………………………... 

 

e-mail …………………………………………... 

 

………………………………………………….. 

 

wish to renew membership/become member(s) 

of TCT Ltd 

 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per 

person) for the year 6/2014 – 5/2015 (cheques 

payable to Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 

 

(signature(s)) 

 

 

…………………………………………..……… 

 

 

………………………………………………… 

 

Please return this form with your payment to 

Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary 

Thorverton Post Office  or post/deliver to  

TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter 

EX5 5LS 
 

 

Farewell to Thorverton 
  

It is time to climb out of the lovely, deep, rut that has 

been my Thorverton for the last thirty two years. It is 

slippery, but I am determined. Time for a change; 

new places to explore, new ideas to come up with. 

So this is my goodbye to Focus  (Focus, most 

magnificent of publications - I recall  using pink 

shellac to correct inadvertent typing mistakes) but I 

will send a postcard once in a while if there’s any 

point. 

I have done my share of teddy picking and turkey 

plucking (those were the days) so now I am going 

fishing. Quieter than tractors, I imagine. 

 

As a Services’ child I never put down roots until I 

came here. It was my first experience of knowing 

people for years before their village funeral. John 

Uglow, Lawrence, Rick Hartnell, Anita Hussey, John 

Lee, Enid, Emmie, “Miss Plucknett, spinster of this 

parish’, Miss Beedell, Suzanne Easterbrook, Shirley, 

oh, so many. 

 

I think I have grown to some sort of maturity with the 

help and guidance of so many knowing-more- than-

me people in a place of tranquillity, beauty and 

courtesy. I have brought my children up paddling in 

streams. rolling down hills in buttercup meadows, 

learning  about the countryside. And there are still a 

lot of wonderfully silly people in this village. 

 

I remember wild dancing with a ‘hippy hat in the 

Memorial Hall,’; loud hammering and joyousness at 

carnival time; flour from the mill to teach me to bake 

bread; swimming in the river; three pub ritual 

(support all local business); views from Raddon Top; 

crazy village parties to celebrate national occasions 

right down  Bullen Street; committees to teach me 

how to get things done properly; working at school, 

and watching the children and grandchildren of 

village characters develop; village shop, carbon-

saving Sunday papers……Arts Festival, Country 

Show, pantomimes, ferret, donkey and duck racing, 

Happy memories. 

 

But I have to go and see what they do somewhere 

else, somewhere still less ‘civilised’.  Reaction to my 

anticipated relocation is interesting. 

“IllFRACKombee??” With incredulous expression. 

Or “Ilfracombe? Half a mile from the 

sea? Sunday papers in the theatre café overlooking 

the sea? And that wonderful Victorian architecture? 

Lovely.”  

 

No matter what, I would like to make a chance to say 

goodbye and invite you to join me in the skittle alley, 

sorry, Function Room, at The Exeter Inn, lunchtime, 

on Sunday December 7th. I’m not pushing the boat 

out, what an island expression, so it’ll be roast 

potatoes, sausages and a few other bits and pieces. 

And tea. 

 

Hope to see you there. And if you’re ever up in North 

Devon I hope to see you there too. 

 

Jane Ristic 

 

I shall see if I can persuade Jane to write in from 

North Devon every now and again - Ed 
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Golf Society  
                                                                                                                                                                                       

Sunday 26
th

 October 

A fine day with 10 golfers taking part. The course is 

not running so well now with the rain making the 

ground softer.  The winner today was Mark Cummins 

with a very good score of 21 points which earned him 

a handicap cut of two shots. Runner up with a score 

of 18 points was Ken Galvin and third was Chris 

Harlow with 17 points. Paul Richards managed to hit 

the shortest drive off the 5
th
 tee and also brought up 

the rear with 10 points. 

The Donna-y trophy was awarded to Mark Cummins 

who was having a pee by the 5
th
 tee which was 

witnessed by Annabel and Andy who just happened 

to be going past at the wrong moment, for them 

anyway.  

 

Sunday 9
th

 November 

A wonderful sunny day, but the ground is now heavy 

with all the recent rainfall, but we are lucky to be 

able to get out and have a game. We had a minute’s 

silence before starting as it was Remembrance 

Sunday. 

The scores reflected the conditions in the main with 

Nigel Austburger at the rear with 10 points and Phil 

Oram and David Harlow joint runners up with 13 

points. There was one exception however: Paul 

Richards had an amazing round scoring 24 which 

included a two on the third which earned him the £50 

pot, plus a handicap cut of 4 shots. It just proves the 

saying “the more I practice the luckier I seem to get”.  

The shortest drive of the day was closely fought on 

the first hole. John Mann set the target, David 

Harlow had a go at beating it but Phil Oram was the 

shortest. 

There were a couple of contenders for the Donna-y 

trophy today, John Mann laid up perfectly on the 4
th
 

just short of the pond and of course promptly put the 

next shot straight into the water.  We had a delay in 

play on the 5
th
 when a roe deer decided it wanted to 

come and see what was going on, but the winner was 

Jim Chappelle who had purchased a can of G&T to 

enjoy on his round, only to see it fall out of the rear 

of his jeep whilst he was taking out his clubs. As it 

hit the car park it sprang a leak and showered 

everything around.  

 

The dates arranged for December are Sunday 7
th
 

(Foursomes Comp), Sunday 21
st
 and Boxing Day 

26
th
.  January dates are: a 3 club competition on 

New Year’s Day, Sunday 11
th 

and Sunday 25
th 

when 

there will be the AGM after golf.                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter 

Inn. 

G S Potter 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

League matches are progressing well, and club 

sessions are continuing throughout the winter as 

normal. Please see our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub for details of these.  

Junior coaching on Wednesday afternoons with 

coach Toby Harradence  has places available in 

January for the Spring Term starting in January, 

please contact Viv Baber (01392 681180) or Laura 

Leigh (01647 24259) if you are interested. The courts 

have recently been professionally cleaned in order to 

make them less slippery, which has made a big 

difference. 

 

Club members will be celebrating another year of 

tennis at the Christmas party on 19
th
 December, in the 

meantime we wish all readers a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year. 

 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub/
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Nature Notes 
 

In October I led the TARTS through the woods at 

Newton St Cyres. Of note were some moths, fungi 

and a Dor beetle. One bright orange patch of fungus 

was identified as Orange Peel Fungus, growing out of 

bare earth on the edge of a path. The species is also 

known as Great Orange Elf-cup. Some of the moths, 

in all probability species of carpet moth, were 

impossible to catch. They flew high enough to be out 

of reach for identification. On the other hand, a 

Rusty-dot Pearl Moth Udea ferrugalis disturbed from 

grass obligingly settled on a hazel leaf in full view. 

This species is an immigrant moth that can be found 

in any month of the year but especially autumn and 

this year appears to be a good year for its appearance 

in Britain. This moth will have flown to Britain from 

Southern Europe. 
 

In last month’s Focus Rob Turner reported on the 

talk by Frances Griffith on Cadbury Castle and other 

Devon hill forts, with a conducted tour around 

Cadbury Castle on the following warm and dry 

Sunday. It was a pleasure to discover all about this 

fascinating site. Some of us took note of the flora and 

fauna at the site. There is a particular sunny spot 

covered in foxglove plants where some trees have 

been removed. Here several Red Admiral butterflies 

were basking in the sun. The Foxgloves will make a 

lovely pink display next May and June. Frances 

pointed out a large raptor gliding across the view 

towards Cadeleigh, probably a Buzzard. We also 

found a Dor beetle on this walk. On turning it over, 

its underside was a striking shining violet colour. Dor 

beetles can be found out and about late into the year, 

their upperside is a deep black-blue and they are an 

inch in length. The name Dor is an old name for 

drone for they are noisy in flight. We have to be 

thankful for their job of recycling dung and hence 

they are dung beetles. When the time comes for them 

to avoid the winter weather they snuggle down in 

their burrow beneath a pile of dung.  
 

During a recent walk around our garden I heard the 

call of Long-tailed Tits and with a bit of time to stand 

and stare I waited to see who would appear into view. 

There must have been between five and ten Long-

tailed Tits, one Wren, one Goldcrest and one Blue Tit 

moving among the branches of our fruit trees in 

search of insects to eat to fatten up for the winter. I  

often wonder where their territory extends, for they 

will definitely have one, and whether their search for 

food follows a regular pattern. The birds flew on 

from tree to tree and I sauntered slowly along looking 

out for any other interesting sightings. I spotted some 

Yellow Brain Fungus growing on dead limbs of an 

oak still attached to the tree. I caught up with the 

flock and was again able to spot the Goldcrest.  

From time to time I see Goldcrests in regular places 

around the village, in particular in the trees between 

Pleasure House and Little Dunsaller along Raddon 

Lane and between the old railway bridge and 

landslide in Hulke Lane. Listen out for their quiet zi-

zi-zi calls.                 

 

The Goldcrest belongs to the large family Sylviidae, 

the same family as the warblers. Sylviidae is broken 

down into four sub families.The Goldcrest  sits in the 

sub family of Kinglets of which there are just five 

species in the world. The only other one to be seen in 

Britain is the Firecrest which overwinters from the 

Continent in the South West, South and South East of 

England from mid September through to April.  
 

During the night of 19
th
 November a December Moth 

Poecilocampa populi was attracted to our front door 

light and settled on the house wall. This is a native 

species, one of the Eggar moths, and is on the wing 

from late October to January. This individual 

(pictured) is my first December Moth sighting of the 

season and one of my favourite moths, chunky, furry 

and very dark chocolate brown with a creamy-white 

line running across its wings. 

   

Jenny Garne  

01392 860875  

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

December Moth   

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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The Garden in December 2014 
December is the one month of the year which does 

not beckon me out through the door into the garden. I 

think nature is very clever as this month is cold and 

grey and often the ground sodden. For many reasons 

it is better to leave nature to itself, and let it shut 

down for the winter. However, I shall push away all 

lazy, warm thoughts and get myself out into the 

glasshouse to clear out accumulated detritus and 

make sure over-wintering plants have the right 

conditions  and that l can easily access fleece etc. if I 

need to give them extra protection should the weather 

turn exceptionally cold. 

                  

Garden jobs can continue if the weather remains mild 

but don’t be in a rush to start the winter fruit pruning 

unless you know that time will be difficult in the new 

year. January is a good month for this as the plants 

are really asleep and your mind is focussing on the 

garden for the next year; it gets you out and started. 

                      

A pleasant indoor job for December is ordering seeds 

from catalogues. This is particularly true for those of 

you who like to try something new and be 

experimental. Garden Centres have a good general 

selection of most seeds but if you are after a 

particular variety or colour or something different, 

you need to send off your order before January to 

secure the seeds.  I have learnt this from 

experience!!! 

                    

Now for a seasonal challenge.  Each plant in the quiz 

below will give winter interest. You have to find out 

the Latin genus name, i.e. the first name, and save the 

first letter. These letters will then unscramble into a 

seasonal message. For those of you who would like 

to take it further, there will a bottle of wine for the 

most comprehensive list of the names of these plants 

to include genus and species name. Answers to be 

sent to the editor before the New Year, results in 

February Focus. Here goes, good luck! 

 

1- A popular plant in Xmas carols and on cards. 

2- Deadly poisonous berries. Tree commonly found 

in church yards. 

3- This one has red berries but can have orange, 

yellow and even white. Mind your fingers when 

you prune it, it will bite!!! 

4- Stunning white stems will glow in the winter 

gloom but again beware of touching them. You 

can eat the berries of its autumn cousin. 

5- Another plant to be handled with care. 

Sometimes called Adam’s needle, Lord’s 

candlestick, Palm Lily or Roman candle. So 

many common names! This one is hardy and 

taller than most. 

6- These shrubs are closely related to Berberis. A 

typical leaf has between 7 an 13 leaflets which 

are spiny. This one has an oriental flavour and 

flowers from mid-winter with fragrant, yellow 

flowers. 

7- A white-flowered, honey-perfumed Xmas box. 

8- Woof! bark!  Red stems from the cold. 

9- A magical nut-sounding common name. 

ThisChinese shrub has some of nature’s 

strangest fragrant winter flowers. This one has 

softly rounded leaves in the summer. 

10- The most popular indoor Xmas plant. Find the 

Latin name and use the first letter of the Specific 

name, i.e. the second word. This word means 

‘most beautiful’. 

11- Dark glossy leaves and white spring flowers lead 

to an amazing display of large bright round red 

berries on female plants. I have one on my drive. 

It is also oriental. 

12- Christmas rose. 

13- Moosebark, Moosewood, Snakebark are 

common names for this stunning tree. This 

variety has the most brilliant candy pink, white 

striped bark on young wood.  

14- This plant comes from Korea and is related to 

Forsythia. It is sometimes called ‘White 

Forsythia’. There is only this one deciduous 

species in the genus. Fragrant white flowers 

need protection from hard frost, therefore best 

beside a sheltered wall. 

 

Now mix up these letters and find the seasonal 

message. Remember it is the Latin names you want.  

If you have any trouble with these, Neville, a glass of 

Christmas punch will help to cheer you up. 

           

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and New 

Year 

 

Happy Gardening 

                                     

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

Rainfall Record 
October’s total rainfall was 102.8mm, which, 

although wet, was actually only a little wetter than 

the average October over the past ten years in 

Thorverton.  Over that period November has been the 

wettest month of the year, averaging around 125mm 

of rainfall each November.  This year we have 

already exceeded that average, with only two days 

without rain over the first 22 days of the month. 

 
Thanks as always to Gus Christianson for taking the 

recordings and supplying them for Focus. 
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Recipe 
 

Special Roast Seasonal Vegetables 
 

Make Christmas dinner extra special with well 

seasoned roast vegetables – a different seasoning for 

each type: 

 

Carrots – orange juice and rosemary leaves 

Fennel – lemon juice and thyme leaves 

Parsnips – white wine vinegar and torn sage leaves 

Baby turnips – red wine vinegar and bay leaves 

Beetroot – balsamic vinegar and oregano/marjoram 

Plus olive oil to mix the dressings 

 

Cut the vegetables into big chunks. Parboil all of 

them and drain well first, keeping the beetroot 

separate so that it doesn’t make the rest red and 

giving it a bit longer. 

 

Mix each vegetable with the appropriate dressing 

then put them separately in a large roasting dish. 

[You can do this on Christmas Eve and cover with 

foil.] 

 

Roast uncovered for about an hour until golden and 

crispy. 

 

About 5 minutes before they’re ready, drizzle some 

honey over the parsnips. 

 

Sustainable, Crediton 

 

The Christmas Truce 
 

I am grateful to Don Hodgetts for giving me an 

article on the Christmas Truce of December 1914 - 

Ed. 

 

It is estimated that approximately half of the entire 

Allied Front Line participated in the "Christmas 

Truce", which was supposed to end by mutual 

consent at midnight on Christmas Day.  However, on 

Boxing Day too, and for several days after that there 

was little or no firing by either side. 

 

The Christmas Truce of 1914 may be regarded as the 

most supremely ironic event of World War 1.  

Suddenly, as both sides prepared to celebrate 

Christmas - the time of "Peace on Earth and 

Goodwill to all Men" - the fighting stopped for those 

who had been engaged in mortal combat only the day 

before.  Now, the pent up emotions of the Front Line 

soldiers of both sides, so long suppressed, came 

bubbling up to the surface in an unstoppable 

outpouring of goodwill. 

 

The Christmas Truce inspired Frederick John Niven 

to write the following poem: 

 

A Carol from Flanders 

 

In Flanders on the Christmas morn 

The trenched foemen lay, 

The German and the Briton born, 

And it was Christmas Day. 

 

The red sun rose on fields accurst, 

The gray fog fled away; 

But neither cared to fire the first, 

For it was Christmas Day! 

 

They called from each to each across 

The hideous disarray, 

For terrible has been their loss: 

"Oh, this is Christmas Day!" 

 

Their rifles all they set aside, 

One impulse to obey; 

‘Twas just the men on either side, 

Just men - and Christmas Day. 

 

They dug their graves for all the dead 

And over them did pray: 

And Englishmen and Germans said: 

"How strange a Christmas Day!" 

 

Between the trenches then they met, 

Shook hands, and e'en did play 

At games on which their hearts were set 

On happy Christmas Day. 

 

Not all the emperors and kings, 

Financiers and they 

Who rule us could prevent these things - 

For it was Christmas Day. 

 

Oh, ye who read this truthful rime 

From Flanders, kneel and say: 

God speed the time when every day 

Shall be as Christmas Day. 
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TARTS 
 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and 
Trampers 
 

 

 

 

TARTS walk Saturday 15
th
 November 

 

Eight TARTS, three llamas and a fox: from Topsham 

to Lympstone and back on the Exe Estuary Trail 15th 

November 2014 

  

We started our hike at the RSPB’s splendid new bird 

hide at Bowling Green Marsh. The tide was in and 

we had great views over the mouth of the River 

Clyst. A variety of ducks and waders were feeding on 

the mudflats with, further away, a gaggle of Greylag 

geese. A little egret was feeding upstream. 

Nonchalantly supervising the scene from beneath a 

hedge on the opposite bank was a fox. 

  

We followed the newly opened boardwalk to the fine 

footbridge over the Clyst, parallel to the railway line, 

and enjoyed views over the Exe estuary to 

Powderham and Starcross.  Designed view ports in 

the fence permitted observation of birds feeding on 

mudflats upstream on the Clyst. Further along the 

trail, a grey heron seemed unconcerned about walkers 

on the trail and let us admire it from closer than usual 

for this wary bird. Passing through Exton and by the 

Royal Marine Commando Training camp, we saw 

three llamas grazing in a pasture next to the trail. 

After lunch at Lympstone at the Swan Inn, we 

explored the village’s narrow streets, going on to the 

viewpoint of The Rag from which we could see down 

the estuary to Exmouth and Dawlish Warren. 

 

 
Most of the trail is of sturdy construction and affords 

wonderful views of the estuary. Devon County 

Council and its partners must be congratulated on 

planning and engineering such a fine walkway. This 

Topsham-Lympstone section opened in March of this 

year, the Lympstone to Exmouth section having been 

opened earlier. From the numbers seen on this 

Saturday, the new section appears to be very popular. 

Many of us will want to return to it. 

  

Our thanks are due to Heather and Royston for 

leading the trip. 

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 29
th
 November A circuit of the upper valley 

of the river Taw lead by Mike. Just over 6 miles in 

length, packed lunch needed. 

 

Dec 13th – A 5 miles walk around the lanes and 

byways of East Devon, led by Caroline 

Dec 27th – walk led by Jenny 

Jan 17th – walk led by Graeme 

Jan 31st – walk led by Jerry & Anne 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 
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TARTS Walk – Lympstone to Exton Photos by Mike Stannard 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    
    Revd Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332.  douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org  
    Revd Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe. 841284. sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 
    Revd Dave Carrington, Assistant Curate. 841672. dave.carrington@netherexe.org 
    Mrs Laura Ford, Reader.  841753. laura.ford@netherexe.org  

    Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays, 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone: 02072197037.  By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mr Olly White 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Sarah Crawford 01392 860295 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James 86107, Treasurer: Carole   
                                                                                                                                                      Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street, 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill, 860663,  web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org
mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:dave.carrington@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairman: James Muirden, Vice Chairman: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: David Salter, 
Secretary: Sally Salter. For meetings and events contact Sally Salter on 01392 
841740.  

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                        Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Events Secretary/bookings: Jeff Grace, tel 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
                                            Website: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton  & Exe Valley Community Choir   Anne Vardy  01392 861184 amvardy@hotmail.com  
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Contact : Wendy Coles, 861283 
                  Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2014 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse and recycling   b) Brown bins  

(ie black sacks and black boxes) 

 December 1
st
 and 15

th
 and 30

th
 (Tuesday)      December 8

th
 and 22

nd
   

 January 12
th

 and 26
th

     January 6
th

 (Tuesday) and 19th  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 4.20pm. 

 

Next dates: December 18
th
  January 15

th
  February 12

th
  March 12

th 

  April 9
th
  May 7

th
   June 4

th
  

 
  

 

Flag Flying days in December 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service – Ian Stoyle please 

note; on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2014-15 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

   

 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 29
th
  “Guns at Sarajevo”, Amateur Dramatic Society, Thorverton Church, 7.30pm 

Sun 30
th
 Family Service for Advent, Parish Church, 11.00am (followed by bring and share lunch) 

Carols, lighting of Christmas tree & visit by Father Christmas: the Memorial Hall (not the Green) 

from 5.30pm 

 

DECEMBER 

Tues 2
nd

 WI Quiz and Christmas Tea, WI Hut, 2.30pm  

Thurs 4
th
  Ladies’ Group Christmas craft evening, Thorverton Arms, 7.30pm 

Sat 6
th
  Surgery Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00 am to 12.00 

Holly Ball at the Memorial Hall 8.00pm – midnight 

Sun 7
th
   Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7 for 7.30pm start. In aid of St Petroc, Exeter. 

Wed 10
th
  Arts Exchange, Campion Cottage, Free Choice, 8pm 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Christmas Market and Big Breakfast at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sun 14
th
  Carol Service at the Baptist Chapel, 10.30am. 

Tues 16
th
 Grand Christmas Bingo at the Memorial Hall, doors open 6.00, eyes down 7.30pm. 

Wed 17
th
  Carols and Mince Pies at the Baptist Chapel, 3.00pm. 

Sat 20
th
  WI Market, WI Hut, 10-11.00am  

Sun 21
st
  Carol Service at the Parish Church, 5pm 

Mon 22
nd

  Carol Singing around the Village. Meet at the Berry 7.00pm. Mince pies & warm drink afterwards. 

 
JANUARY 
Sat 17

th
  50/50 Auction at the Memorial Hall.  

Fri 23
rd

   History Society AGM and Dr John Salvatore - The Recently Excavated Iron Age Settlement and 

Roman Military Base at St Loyes, 7:30 WI Hut 

 

FEBRUARY 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Keith Weedon - Poltimore House, Past and Present, 7:30 WI Hut 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

