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Editorial 
I hope that you had a good Christmas and don’t start 

the New Year with too heavy a head.  This month’s 

lighter edition of Focus shouldn’t put too much strain 

on you. 

 

You may recall that in my last editorial I was looking 

forward – albeit with some anxiety – to the TADS 

production of Gunshots in Sarajevo.  Well, I am 

pleased to say that I survived the experience, 

although my character Franz Ferdinand did not of 

course.  The play seemed to be well enough received 

and encouragingly local playwright James Muirden 

was seen talking to cast members afterwards, so 

hopefully we didn’t completely ruin what we all felt 

was a very cleverly written play. 

 

I also mentioned that I was looking forward to seeing 

more of my wife now that she was stepping down as 

Parish Clerk.  I wish Alison Marshall well in 

succeeding Jane. 

 

In a letter to Focus, Maggie Dunlop has made a 

suggestion which I would like to take up.  She has 

said that in Stoke Canon, new arrivals to the village 

were given a welcome through the village magazine.  

I would like to do that for new arrivals in Thorverton, 

but must rely on villagers to let me know of anyone 

arriving in the village.  Please don’t be shy to let me 

know, thank you. 

 

At this time of year I feel that it is appropriate to 

reflect on the past year and in particular to thank 

those who have helped keep Focus going through 

another year.  I have been indebted to my two 

assistants, Eileen Mason and Fiona Harrison, who 

have managed to compile Focus from the emails and 

other material that we have been sent, putting up with 

my pernickety ways; to Peter Mason and Barrie 

Phillips for their work in printing Focus; and to the 

collating and distribution team whose tireless work 

has ensured that we have again issued an edition of 

Focus on the last working day of each month.  If you 

felt able to join this latter group, please do not 

hesitate to come forward because we could certainly 

do with a couple more helpers.  Most of all, though, I 

am grateful to those of you who have provided 

content for Focus, for without content all of the rest 

of the activities would have been for nothing.  Thank 

you. 

 

I wish all villagers a very Happy New Year and that 

2015 will bring you all that you hope for.   

 

Neville Lane 
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Thorverton Parish Council  
 
Report of the December meeting of the 

Parish Council 

 

 

Planning Matters 
(a) Planning decisions received to date of meeting;- 

(i) Ref 14/01714/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 Monteray Cypress in a conservation area.  

The Garden House, Dinneford Street. Approved. 

(b) Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref 14/01916/FULL Conversion of redundant building to one dwelling with associated parking and access. 

Land and Buildings at NGR 291306 102279 (Old Lynch) Lynch Road, Thorverton.   

(ii)Ref 14/01917/FULL Variation of Condition 10 of Planning permission 11/00713/FULL to lift restriction of 

work area from solely B1 to B1/C3.  

Land and buildings at NGR 292868 101981 (Court Barton) Silver Street. 

 

The Council noted that with effect from 1
st
 April 2015 MDDC would be consulting electronically on planning 

applications received in electronic format and that this would be extended to all applications from April 2016. 

Recently introduced changes to national planning guidance would have significant implications for S106 planning 

obligations, excluding rural exception sites. 

 

Clerk’s Matters 

The Council is pleased to announce that the new Clerk is Mrs Alison Marshall of Dinneford House, Dinneford 

Street, EX5 5NU (tel.01392 861228). Mrs Marshall will take up her position from 1
st
 January 2015. 

 

Communications 

An additional notice board is to be purchased from Newton St Cyres Parish Council. Cllr Cashmore reported that 

the upgrading of the broadband service in the village had been put back a year, although in practice upgrading 

might be achieved before then. 

 

Highways 

DCC was due to hold an internal meeting the following week to consider the outcome of the earlier speed survey; 

this was likely to be reported at the January meeting. Cllrs Spivey and Cashmore would contact local farmers to 

find out their views on the possibility of introducing permissive paths. Problems with the junction at Rixaford were 

also brought to the Council’s attention by a resident. 

 

Recreation Ground 

Cllrs Hodge and Sims would inspect the play area in Silverton prior to making recommendations for suitable 

additional items for the Thorverton ground. 

 

Resignation of a Councillor 

The Council accepted with regret the resignation of Cllr David Mitchell.  This vacancy will not be filled, it being 

announced within six months of the May 2015 elections. 

 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the W I Hut on Tuesday, 13
th
 January 2015 at7.30pm.an agenda 

is displayed on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed in the same 

place when they have been approved by the Council. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 
Telephone: 01392 861062,  email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Above: Outgoing Parish Clerk, Jane Lane (centre), flanked by Councillors John Spivey, Michael Ayre, Graham 

Sims, Steph Shelton, Stuart Crang, Mary Ette, Roger Cashmore and John Hodge.   
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
 

 
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

Christmas celebrations, Sunday 30
th

 November. 

 

The tree lighting ceremony was enjoyed by a large 

crowd of children and parents excited to meet Father 

Christmas at the hall. The Committee would like to 

thank everyone who helped to make it a success, 

particularly Penny Fice for making the mince pies, 

Lisa Browning for the bags of sweets and reindeer 

food for the children and Mary Thomas for 

organising the singing (although sadly she was a little 

disappointed by the lack of volume). 

 

Saturday Market 

 

The December Saturday Market was well attended 

and busy with shoppers buying Christmas presents 

and general supplies at the various stalls. The 

Committee wishes to thank all the volunteers and 

stall holders who have worked hard throughout the 

year to make the market and the big breakfast such a 

popular success. 

 

The December draw prize winners were: 

1st prize - A bottle of Port - L. White. 

2nd prize- Shortbread biscuits - Sarah Addicott. 

3rd prize - Tin of biscuits - Kate Vooght. 

4th prize - A tin of Heroes chocolates - Mary Ette. 

5th prize - Chocolates - Jane King. 

 

Please note there will be a Saturday Market on 

10
th

 January before the planned building work 

begins, causing the hall to close from the end of 

January. 

 

50/50 Sale on Saturday 17th January 2015 at the  

Memorial Hall, 7.30pm. 

 

The hall will be open from 5.30pm to 8.30pm on the 

Thursday and Friday evenings prior to the auction, 

and on the Saturday morning from 9.00am to 12 

midday for anyone who wishes to bring in any items 

for sale. On the Saturday evening the hall will be 

open from 6.00p.m for viewing. The sale will 

commence at 7.30.pm. There will be a bar selling 

pasties and drinks. 

 

 

If anyone has any items which they wish to enter in 

the sale but are unable to deliver them to the hall then 

arrangements can be made to pick the items up either 

on the Friday evening 

or the Saturday morning. If you have any items that 

you want transporting to the hall then please ring 

Mike Shelton on 01392 861027 during the week prior 

to the sale to make arrangements. 

 

Memorial Hall website. 

If you wish to browse the hall website it can be found 

at www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

 

Letters 
From Maggie Dunlop of Kibby Yew, School Lane 

 

I just wanted to say congratulations to everyone who 

took part and contributed to the TADS play. What an 

excellent and powerful production. 

 

On another note, when I lived in Stoke Canon, if a 

new person came to live in the area they were always 

"welcomed" through the village magazine. This was 

usually via a written piece from a neighbour.  Might 

it be an idea for new residents to Thorverton to be 

welcomed via Focus? 

 

 

From Barbara Tooze 
 

I would like to thank everyone for their kind 

messages and cards of condolence for my mother 

Margaret May, who passed away on Friday 5th 

December 2014. 

 

 

From Sue Vooght of Sherwood, Milfords Lane 

 

With the humblest of apologies from the editor 

for failing to put this into the December edition 

(it was received in plenty of time so there was no 

excuse.) 

Once again can I through Focus wish all my 

friends and acquaintances a very Happy 

Christmas and my best wishes for 2015. 

 

I will be giving my usual donation to charity 

instead of sending cards. 
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Notice Board 
 

TAG thorverton art 

group 

NEW TERM STARTS 

FRIDAY 9
TH

 JANUARY          

FROM 09:30 

 

@ THE WI HUT 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 
TRIAL WEEK FREE – JUST TURN UP!  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 
 

offering a very wide range of post office 

services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, 

posting and packing materials, laundry service, 

photocopying – service with a smile! 
 

Mon–Fri 9.00–5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat 9.00-12.00 

Sun: 9.00–10.30 TCT paper shop only 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30 

cost £2.00 
 

this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your  

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces! 
 

If you would like any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep.)  

 

 
 

 

 

Cheaper bus travel from Thorverton to Exeter 

(and beyond).  A day ticket from Thorverton to 

places within the Exeter ticket zone now costs 

only £5.50 (previously £7.50). See below: 
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The Welcome Café 

 

Opening Monday 2
nd

 March 2015 

 

From 2.30 to 4.00pm, Mondays 

 

Meet old friends  

 

   Make new friends 

 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, cakes and a warm 

welcome! 

 

At the WI Hut 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.                                            
Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  
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THORVERTON & DISTRICT 
HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING      

FOLLOWED BY              
 

IRON AGE AND ROMAN 

DISCOVERIES AT ST LOYES 
BY DR. JOHN SALVATORE 

 

7:30 PM AT THE WI HUT 

FRIDAY 23
RD

 JANUARY 

 
ALL WELCOME   

 
  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP £7           

 NON-MEMBERS £2 AT THE DOOR 
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

JANUARY 2015 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 4 January 2015 The Epiphany [Transferred] 

 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     MSS 

10:00 am Service of the Word     Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Thorverton  DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe    SS 

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW] Newton St Cyres DC 

 

Tuesday 6 January 2015 The Epiphany 

 

07:00 pm Meditative Service for Epiphany    Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

& DC 

 

Sunday 11 January 2015 Epiphany 1 & Plough Sunday 

 

10:00 am Family Service of the Word    Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne     DC 

05:30 pm Evening Prayer  [CW] Huxham  DD 

 

Sunday 18 January 2015 Epiphany 2 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury       DC 

10:00 am Service of the Word  Poltimore Lay Led  

10:00 am Family Service of the Word   Thorverton  Lay Led  
   Joint with Baptist Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe  DD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DC 

 

Sunday 25 January 2015 Conversion of St Paul 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres     DD 

10;00 am Service of the Word  Upton Pyne Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word     Rewe     Lay Led  

05:00 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury DC 

  

  

Sunday 1 February 2015 Presentation of Christ 

 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     TBC 

10:00 am Service of the Word     Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  TBC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe    TBC 

05:00 pm Service of the Word     Newton St Cyres TBC 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

 



11 
 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

 

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon CoE School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am on 

many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

on page 1 for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: Mon 5 Jan Morning Prayer in Stoke Canon church [no school collective worship]  

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer    Rector   01392 860332   douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841672   dave.carrington@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

 

Associate Ministers  

CH Revd Christopher Hughes  

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Douglas Dettmer 

 

December 14, 2014 

It was announced this morning that the next 

Archdeacon of Totnes in this diocese is to be 

Prebendary Douglas Dettmer, Rector of the 

Netherexe Parishes. 

 

In the words of Douglas’s new job description, 

the task of an archdeacon is ‘to share with the 

Bishops in the leadership of the mission of God 

in the diocese and especially in their respective 

archdeaconries.’  The Archdeaconry of Totnes 

covers south and central Devon, including 

Torbay, the South Hams, Newton Abbot, Totnes 

itself, the countryside from Okehampton to 

Hatherleigh, and a large part of Dartmoor. 

 

The Archdeacon’s home and office are in Bovey 

Tracey on the edge of Dartmoor; Douglas and 

Chloë will move there from Thorverton some 

time in March.  Subject to the completion of all 

legal formalities, Douglas will be admitted to 

office as Archdeacon on the evening of March 

24th at a service in Totnes Parish Church, at 

which everyone will be welcome. 

 

There will be much to be said over the coming 

weeks but for the moment Douglas and Chloë 

ask that you keep them in your prayers as they 

prepare to take leave of their dear neighbours in 

the churches and communities of these 

Netherexe Parishes, an incomparably special 

place which has been their much loved home for 

so many years. 

 

Parish Letter 
Endings and Beginnings 
 
I think most of you would agree that there is 

something about endings and beginnings which make 

us stop and take stock.  As the old year draws to a 

close most people will take the opportunity to look 

back at 2014 and reflect on what it brought for them.  

For some of course there will have been significant 

events: births, deaths, house moves, new jobs, and 

other major changes.  For others the ups and downs 

may have been less dramatic.  I’m sure all of us, as 

we turn and look forward to 2015, will be hoping that 

it will bring good things for us in our small corner of 

Devon, but also for the world with all its poverty 

hunger, injustice and warfare.  But, we don’t as yet 

know what is in store for us over the coming twelve 

months.  I have heard it said that life is a journey in 

which we all progress walking backward, facing the 

past and unable to see the future. However, some 

people, the prophets, are handed rear view mirrors 

that offer them an insight into tomorrow. The 

prophets in the Bible have a bit of a bad press in that 

they are generally portrayed as predicting doom and 

gloom.  We tend to forget that these were not so 

much predictions as warnings of what would happen 

if people turned away from the love of God and tried 

to “go it alone” without Him. 

 

There is a sense of course in which the Netherexe 

parishes will be “going it alone” at least for a while, 

once Douglas Dettmer, our Mission Community 

Priest, moves on to his new position as Archdeacon 

of Totnes in March.  As we look back over his 

ministry among us we have so much to thank 

Douglas for - his calm and careful guidance, his 

encouragement, his diligence and resourcefulness, 

but above all his love and care for all those among 

whom he ministers.  He will be a very hard act to 

follow and we wish him and Chloe every joy in their 

new life in Bovey Tracey. 

 

And now, as a new year begins, we try to see into the 

future and wonder what it will bring for ourselves 

and our families and for our mission community as it 

faces new challenges.  As you do so may I 

recommend the teachings of a Jewish teacher, who, 

over 2000 years ago sat on a mountainside and taught 

those listening to him not to be anxious, but to set 

their hopes on the God who assures us that our lives 

are infinitely precious to him and that he will not 

forsake us.  He brought Christian hope – a hope that 

is not a flight from the hardship of reality, but rather 

an invitation to embrace life in its fullness with the 

knowledge that, through thick and thin, God will 

stand by our side.  

 

 So, in 2015, let us be a people defined by hope; hope 

that redeems our fears and transforms our dreams, 

hope that causes us to stand together, to stand for one 

another, hope that carries us forward on our journey 

together. A new year has started. It comes with its 

train of expectations and fears, dreams and 

challenges. I pray that 2015 may be to us all a 

memorable year for all the good reasons we can each 

think of, but above all, because it will be for us a year 

in which we become especially aware of that deep 

peace and joy that only God can give 

 

Happy New Year, 

Sue Sheppard 
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Baptist Church  
 

Behind and before 
 

Psalm 139 says: "You hem me in - behind and 

before; you have laid your hand upon me." 

 

The "behind" is easily dealt with.  This year has seen 

us move to the village, now living less than 200 yards 

from the Baptist Chapel instead of ten miles, and 

even closer to the bus stop, which means we can use 

our passes (these used to be produced only on our 

visits to London) for easy travel to Exeter and 

Tiverton.  We have maintained some contacts with 

Tiverton, notably our leadership of the Over 60s Club 

at the Baptist Church there - a responsibility we hope 

to hand over to someone else in the next few months. 

 

Our sixth grandchild, a beautiful little girl, was born 

in February and has brought much joy into the lives 

of our whole family.  Since our daughter is French 

and her husband a New Zealander, it will be 

interesting to see how their offspring turns out.  Noa's 

first Christmas will be spent meeting the Kiwi 

Connection, involving sunshine and barbecues on the 

beach. 

 

As for the French Connection, we visited them in 

October and spent a delightful few days with the 

family and in renewing contacts with friends in the 

Avignon area. Also in October we took part in a 

reunion of over 60 friends in London, many of whom 

we had hardly seen since the 60s. 

 

 

All that, and much more, is now "behind".  What of 

the "before"?  This is not so easily dealt with! 

Certainly we have projects for the coming year, but 

St James chides those who make too ambitious, self-

confident long-term plans for the future without 

taking God into account: " Why, you do not know 

even what will happen tomorrow."  This is a salutary 

reminder of our limitations. But in the psalm we 

began with, we learn that God knew us not only 

before we were born but from the moment of our 

conception. And this knowledge stretches to what 

will become of us in the future.  So: "All the days 

ordained for me were written in your book before one 

of them came to be." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now there's a comforting thought for the year that 

lies ahead. And the psalm concludes with the prayer: 

"Search me, O God, and know my heart ... And lead 

me in the way everlasting." 

 

 

Maurice Harrison  
 

 

 

Ladies Group  
The next meeting will be our Annual Dinner at 

Bickleigh Mill on Thursday January 15th 2015 at 

7.30pm.  Please meet in The Bury at 7pm and contact 

Beryl Grace on 860489 if you need to confirm the 

menu details. 

 

Elspeth Holmes 

 

 

 

 

Poetry 
The sound of hope 

Bells shatter the iced silence 

Dropping silver sparkles of sound, 

From towns and villages, 

Towers and steeples, 

Throughout the land. 

Ears receive their age old messages. 

A child turns in slumber 

Awakened momentarily - smiles sleepily, 

"Tomorrow, a birthday, a party!" 

A mother tending her poorly, restless babe, 

Sighs, "perhaps this coming year 

He will feel better.|" 

Hope is carried on re-echoing notes 

And mingles among celebrating crowds 

Outside inns and taverns 

In city squares - in country villages. 

Bells shatter the iced stillness 

Of the wintry air. 

Ringing out the old year  

Ringing in a brand new morn; 

Ears receive - hearts transmit. 

Hope is again reborn. 
 

Doreen Beer 
 
 



14 
 

 

Gunshots at Sarajevo 
The cast photographed by John Spivey 
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Legal Eagle 
 

Mr Harry Loveridge was a tenant of property owned 

by Lambeth London Borough Council. He was 

wrongly evicted by the Council and brought a claim 

for statutory damages under s27 of the Housing Act 

1988. 

 

At first instance Judge Blunsdon sitting at the 

Lambeth County Court awarded Mr Loveridge 

£90,500 plus agreed special damages. The Council’s 

appeal to the Court of Appeal was allowed. Mr 

Loveridge appealed the decision of the Court of 

Appeal to the Supreme Court. 

 

In delivering the judgment of the Supreme Court, 

Lord Wilson stated that it was clear that the principal 

target of Ss 27 and 28 of the 88 Act was the 

unscrupulous private landlord who found himself 

saddled with a tenancy which was protected in terms 

both of rent and of security, by the Rent Act 1977. 

However, the wording of s27 was wide enough to 

cover an unlawful eviction on the part of a local 

authority. 

 

It was recognised that local authority landlords are 

rarely guilty of unlawful eviction. In those rare cases 

where it did happen it was usually as a result of an 

honest misjudgment and hardly ever as a result of 

any deliberate intention to act unlawfully. 

 

So, in the event of such an eviction, how were the 

damages payable to the tenant to be calculated? The 

judge at first instance had taken one view, the Court 

of Appeal felt the first instance decision to be wrong. 

 

Lord Wilson (with whom the other members of the 

Supreme Court agreed), stated that s28(1) of the 88 

Act required the court to make two valuations of the 

landlord’s interest in the premises, namely (a) on the 

assumption that the residential occupier continued to 

have the same right to occupy the premises as he had 

before being evicted; and (b) on the assumption that 

the residential occupier had ceased to have that right. 

 

Mr Loveridge occupied the ground floor flat in a 

two-storey building; the landlord’s interest referred to 

in s28(1) meant his interest in the building, and it was 

agreed that the valuations were to relate to the whole 

two-storey building, including the upstairs flat. 

 

The relatively straightforward valuation exercise 

required by ss28(1)(a) and (b) was complicated by 

the requirement of s28(3)(a) that for the purposes of 

both valuations it should be assumed that the landlord 

was selling his interest on the open market to a 

willing buyer. The effect of any such sale would be 

to convert existing secured tenancies into assured 

tenancies. 

 

How to apply the provisions of ss 28(1)(a) and 

28(3)(a) to the present problem was the issue which 

the Court had to decide. 

 

Judge Blunsdon at first instance had awarded Mr 

Loveridge, £90,500 based on the assumption that for 

valuation (a) both flats were subject to a secure 

tenancy and that for valuation (b) the upstairs flat 

would continue to be subject to a secured tenancy 

after sale while the downstairs flat would have vacant 

possession. 

 

The difference between those two valuations was 

£90,500, the sum awarded by Judge Blunsden. 

 

The Council had taken a view based on the 

assumption that (a) both flats had become subject to 

assured tenancies and that for valuation (b) the 

upstairs flat would continue to be subject to an 

assured tenancy after a sale while the downstairs flat 

would have vacant possession. 

 

The difference between those two valuations was nil, 

and this was the view taken by the Court of Appeal. 

 

So, the issue to be decided by the Supreme Court was 

whether the valuations of both flats for valuation (a) 

and of the upstairs flat for valuation (b) should be 

conducted on the assumption that they were subject 

to secure or to assured tenancies. 

 

The Council argued that the consequence of a 

notional sale to a private landlord would be to 

convert the status of the tenancies of both flats from 

secured to assured. This view was accepted as being 

correct. However, the court held that the notional 

exercise required by s28(3)(a) did not extend to 

making the consequential adjustments to the nature 

of the rights of the tenants occupying either the 

downstairs or the upstairs flats. That, the Court said, 

was barred by the language of s28(1)(a). The likely 

effect of a sale upon the status of a secured tenancy 

should not be brought into the valuation exercise 

required by s28. 

 

In the result therefore, the Council were required to 

pay Mr Loveridge the statutory damages awarded by 

the judge at first instance. 

 

The Court expressed the view that Parliament might 

wish to take another look at the provisions of ss 27 

and 28 of the 88 Act as applied to unlawful evictions 

on the part of local authorities. The Court felt that 

there was something amiss where, as in the present 

case, by reference to a calculation of its notional 
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gain, the Council was required to pay to the tenant 

out of public funds by way of statutory damages an 

amount which was considerably greater than his 

actual loss. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

 
 

Recipe 

Soda Bread [very easy and tasty!] 

6oz wholemeal or wholemeal spelt flour 

2 oz white flour 

2oz rolled oats 

1 teasp salt 

1 teasp sugar 

1 teasp bicarb 

1 large egg 

10 fl oz live yoghurt/water mix 50/50 

Mix dry ingredients 

Beat egg and yoghurt/water mix 

Add to dry ingredients and mix with a fork 

finishing with hands to make a smooth dough 

Shape into a round and place on baking tray 

 

Make a deep cross cut 

Bake 50-60 mins at 190 degrees C 

Best eaten warm and freshly cooked but fine 

heated up the next day. 

Sustainable Crediton 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club: 

December update 

 

League match fixtures and club sessions have 

continued regularly throughout December. 

 

Our Player of the Year Award this year went to 14 

year old Tom Baber, who was presented with the 

Dudley Errington Memorial Trophy by Dawn 

Errington at a club session on Sunday December 14
th
. 

Tom has had a great year playing in both club 

tournaments and league matches, attending club 

sessions, and coaching with Toby Harradence. Well 

done Tom! Our junior members play an important 

part in the club, and several are now participating 

regularly in adult club and league fixtures. 

 

For all information about the club, including 

membership enquiries, club session times, junior and 

adult coaching, please see our website: 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 

                        Dawn presents Tom with the cup 

 

Rainfall Record 
We had 158mm of rainfall in November, making it 

the third wettest month of the year (after February 

and January).  There were only three completely dry 

days in November, which although bad was again not 

quite as bad as the first two months of the year in 

which there were only 2 dry days between them.  

December (up to the 27
th
 has been considerably less 

wet). 

 

In February’s Focus I shall be giving a complete 

record for 2014, plus a comparison with other recent 

years, as recorded by Gus Christianson in Silver 

Street. 

 

Neville Lane (from Gus Christianson’s recordings) 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Short Walks in and Around Thorverton 
There are so many great walks around here that I thought that it was time to note some of them down in Focus.  I 

start with a very short walk, easy going at any time of the year and usually passable, although boots are strongly 

recommended in wet periods (which will mean most of the winter). 

Start outside the 

Thorverton Arms and 

head up Bullen Street, 

following the road 

round to the left past 

the Baptist Church 

(pictured left) and 

Broadlands on the road 

towards Upton Pyne.   

 

After about 200 yards 

from the Baptist 

Church there is a 

footpath signposted on the right (just a few yards after the entrance to 

Fairoak).  Take the footpath – passing through the new, rather splendid 

gate (pictured right) – and head across the field towards the oak tree.  

Pass through the next gate and follow the path just to the left of the very 

impressive Fair Oak itself (pictured below). I am assured that the tree is 

an evergreen, or holm, oak.  It is rarely to be seen not in leaf, although 

strangely when I went on my walk in mid-December it was only partly in leaf.  The views as you walk across this 

field are wonderful, with Raddon Hill towards the north-west a particular feature of this walk. 

 

At the end of the field cross the stile and turn right along 

the hedge-bounded track.  After about 100 yards there is 

another new gate. Pass through this gate and follow the 

path as signposted, slightly right of the direction of 

Raddon Hill.  At the end of the first field pass through 

another gate and continue towards a farm gate. Pass 

through this and follow the path which keeps to the 

right-hand side of the field before eventually emerging 

onto the Raddon road.  The blackberry and blackthorn 

bushes along the side of this path are a favourite picking 

spot of mine in the autumn.  Turn right along the road 

and come back into Thorverton, passing the playing 

field and WI Hut before rejoining the top of Bullen 

Street from where it is a short trip back down to the 

Thorverton Arms.  

Neville Lane
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Thorverton and District History Society 

 
Roger Wilkins as Rev Penrose 

 
Friday 28th November 2014 

 

The Letters of the Revd. John Penrose 
 

 “He’s Behind You!” 

“Oh no he isn’t” 

“Oh yes he is!” 

 

It would have been unsurprising to have heard this from the audience at the entertaining presentation from the 

Penrose Team. Indeed the element of pantomime in this seasonal presentation enhanced an informative and 

fascinating evening. 

 

“But first of all Boys and Girls, Mums and Dads, let me explain….” 

 

The Penrose Team from Newton St Cyres History Group had been researching the letters of a certain clergyman, 

the Rev John Penrose.1 Written in 1766 they describe a journey that he, his wife Elizabeth and eldest daughter 

Fanny, made from their parish in Penryn to Bath. John was 53, much afflicted by the Gout… 

 

“Boo!” 

 

 
1
 These letters were published in a book: ‘Letters from Bath 1766-1767 by Revd John Penrose’. Alan Sutton 

Publishing, 1983. ISBN 0862991129. A slightly misleading title as many of the letters were written during the 

journey to and from Bath and his daughter Fanny contributed a great many as well. 
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…and hoped that by taking the filthy tasting waters he would be assuaged of his infirmities. (That’s ‘cured’ dear, 

do keep up). The details in the letters of expenditure, lodgings, trials and tribulations of the journey and 

descriptions of the area around Thorverton, (for they broke their journey at Yendacott Manor, Shobrooke, to stay 

with friends and make visits) are an interesting insight into their life and times. Sometimes quite prosaic, often 

revealing in their attitudes and a valuable slice of social history. 

 

But how to present them? The Penrose Team chose a four handed dramatic enactment which worked well. Jane 

Bailey and Jean Wilkins were interlocutors who added explanation to the details in the letters. These were read by 

Roger Wilkins, as the Rev Penrose, and Christopher Lee as Fanny Penrose. Roger and Christopher were suitably 

attired in authentic period costume and added much to the presentation as figures from the drama. Fanny was 

generally considered to be plain. A feature that Christopher worked up nicely. 

 

Song: ‘She was only the Clergyman’s daughter, but you couldn’t put anything pastor.” 

Left side first… Oooh terrible. The right can do better than that…Oh yes! Now altogether…” 

 

‘John Penrose was born in Exeter on the 22nd September 1713, the son of a Tailor. [His family were not well off]. 

He was educated at Exeter High School and Exeter College, Oxford, attaining a BA in 1736 after which he took 

holy orders. He was curate in Malling, Kent; at Shobrooke; then Sowton, near Exeter. He married Elizabeth in 

1737, daughter of the Revd John Vinicombe, of Exeter Cathedral; the couple had five daughters and two sons. Four 

years after his marriage John Penrose became vicar of the Cornish parish of St Gluvias (Penryn) with Budock 

where he remained for the rest of his life. He appears to have been a conscientious and well-respected clergyman.’ 

(Oxford Dictionary of National Biography) 

 

They travelled up from Penryn in the vicarage chaise, staying overnight 

at hostelries on the way. They stopped longer at Yendacott Manor, 

Shobrooke. Here they left their chaise and took the Exeter stagecoach 

on to Taunton, Wells and Bath. During the journey John became 

additionally afflicted with great pains in his back, shoulders and knee 

and cannot stand unaided, having to be carried in and out of the coach. 

Hardly surprising when you read the description of a meal at Yendacott 

Manor which includes: First course: Fine dish of Fish, dish of Ham, 

Fowl, two bread puddings, Second course: Lobsters, Roasted 

sweetbreads, Trifle and a plate of nuts. There was a third course but 

I’ve forgotten what it was. 

 

“Ooooohh” 

 

Upon arrival at Bath they are assailed by a dance band who greet them 

with a song which includes their names (the musicians have a good 

scam going) and John, who is much afflicted, notes that on their part the 

only dancing was ‘the silver that fairly danced out of Mrs Penrose’s 

purse.’  

 

Christopher Lee as Fanny 

 

He is prescribed ¼ pint of water at 7am, and another at noon. The next day he is improved. However he notes that 

Elizabeth ‘has lost flesh owing to poor food and the rigours of the journey.’ They take ‘airings’ (sightseeing trips) 

and John helps out in the local church. They visit the pump room, friends, take walks and go to evening prayers. 

The people with whom they are staying are scandalised that they are travelling without servants and John explains 

that he rather thought the domestic servants where they were staying would suffice but his hosts would have none 

of it and insist on seeking out a temporary servant at two shillings a week. 

 

John, now much improved, gets tired of the social round and they set off for home, staying longer at Yendacott this 

time visiting friends in Credtion, Dawlish and Sowton. Then back home to Penryn via Lostwithiel and Truro. 
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“That’s the end Boys and Girls, Mums and Dads. Have a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year and thank you 

for being such a lovely audience. Even you, Missus. Yes you… Over there in the blue. Mutton dressed as Lamb. 

Came in late, didn’t think I’d noticed. I know who you are…” 

 

 

Our chairman, Barrie Phillips, reminded the 

assembled throng that our AGM on Friday 23
rd

 

January would be followed by a talk on Iron Age and 

Roman Discoveries at St Loyes by Dr. John 

Salvatore. 

 

Annual subscriptions for 2015 have been set at £7. 

 

Festive mince pies and mulled wine rounded off a 

very pleasant evening. 

 

 

 

Jean Wilkins and Jane Bailey -  Narrators  
 

Text and photographs by Robin Blythe-Lord 
 

 

 

Thorverton Art Group 
Mr Eric Simons of Rewe was presented with the John Allen perpetual cup for his portrait “Hannah” at Thorverton 

Art Group’s Christmas Lunch at Bickleigh Mill on 5th December 
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Nature Notes 
 

I start this edition of Nature Notes by reporting on 

stoat sightings. Next to come is a round-up of the 

first six months of 2014. Lastly there is a paragraph 

on what you may look out for in the month of 

January. 

 

Back in June I saw a stoat between Thorverton Farm 

Shop and the main road. It was wrestling something 

into the hedge. I couldn’t see what it was so I have to 

assume it was either prey or one of its babies known 

as a kit. Kits are born between April and May. My 

second stoat sighting of 2014 was on 5
th
 December 

along a lane not far from Shobrooke church. My 

daughter and I first thought this thing in the road was 

a collection of leaves blowing along and then it 

morphed into a lean black tipped tail and chestnut 

body of a Stoat that scampered up into the hedge. By 

coincidence the next day my sister found the remains 

of a stoat in a Christmas tree that had just been cut 

for a customer. It is thought the stoat had been caught 

by an owl that had perched in a taller tree close by 

and dropped the dead stoat whose body ended up in 

the smaller Christmas tree. Debbie Davey and her 

mum informed me of another Stoat sighting in 

December near Ratcliffe Farm. They spotted 

something tumbling and tussling in the middle of the 

lane that turned out to be a stoat attacking a young rat 

and the stoat won. 

    

At the beginning of 2014 I decided to write a quick 

round up at the end of each month in my personal 

diary so here are a few highlights of last year. Some 

of these highlights will not have been mentioned in 

previous Nature Notes.  

 

January broke records for being the wettest in parts 

of the West Country. We had at least nine days of 

very heavy rain storms, some including thunder and 

lightning. 

 

 February saw severe flooding and destruction of 

coastal property and fallen trees caused by extremely 

high tides, exceptional rainfall and gale force winds. 

It has been declared the wettest winter in 250 years – 

since records began. The railway line at Dawlish was 

left dangling as the sea wall and ballast were swept 

away by the force of the waves. 

 

 Although March started off with a few hefty 

showers, it was generally dry and mild with several 

gorgeous warm and sunny days. I found a last year’s 

birds nest low down in our Fothergilla bush and had 

every intention of reporting the contents of its 

construction. It is still sat next to the telly, but what I 

can say is that I am fairly confident it was made by a 

member of the warbler family.  

 

April was a mild month with lots of sunny days and 

a few hefty showers and thunder. On 28
th
 saw flash 

flooding near Bickleigh Castle. The mild sunny 

weather created a stunning bluebell display this 

month. This is a photograph of the bluebells at 

Northdown Wood taken on Saturday 19
th
 April 2014. 

 

 May was a mild month with rain, some of the 

showers being very heavy. Some days were sunny 

and windy but between 14
th
 and 18

th
 we enjoyed a 

warm and sunny period. On 16
th
 I light trapped my 

first ever Great Prominent moth. This moth is found 

in the southern half of Britain where mature oaks 

occur and local elsewhere so I am very pleased to 

know this moth is frequenting the oaks in 

Thorverton. On 19
th
 I found the Brown Hairstreak 

butterfly caterpillar at the Millennium Green in the 

exact place one of the eggs had been found earlier in 

the year. String had then been discreetly tied to the 

blackthorn twigs on which the eggs had been laid so I 

knew where to look.  

 

 June was hot, 

sunny and 

mainly dry (we 

still had a few 

spectacular 

storms) and 

one of the 

warmest Junes 

in the 

Westcountry on 

record. Drinker 

Moth 

caterpillars 

were to be seen 

everywhere. 

This month I 

light trapped 

my first ever 

Green Silver-lines moth pictured here. This is a 

common moth and like the Great Prominent, is more 
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frequent in the south of Britain. Green Silver-lines is 

another woodland species, its larvae feed on oak, 

birch and hazel plus other tree species.  

 

January, established as the first month in 46 B C, the 

New Year and hopefully interesting nature sightings 

to come. January is named after Janus, the Roman 

god who presided over the beginning of everything.  

 

Things to look out for in January are snowdrops, 

hazels catkins and the silvery white buds of pussy 

willow. If the month is mild then primroses, 

celandines, barren strawberry, stitchwort and white 

violets may appear. Towards the end of the month 

winter aconites will pop their bright yellow flowers 

above the soil. 

 

 At night Male Winter moths will be on the wing but 

if you want to find a wingless female you will need a 

torch to search for her on the trunks of trees. The 

spidery looking female actually has wing-stumps 

which are useless for flight. The male Winter moth 

will seek her out to mate and she will go on to lay 

eggs on bare branches or buds of most types of 

deciduous tree where they overwinter until the 

caterpillar emerges in spring. 

 

Jenny Garne  

01392 860875  

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

 

Memories are made of this 
 

It is so terribly sad to hear that all the fields around 

our village are now out of bounds to everyone.  What 

a loss for our young children growing up here.  My 

childhood was spent at Old Lynch, where I was born; 

from my very earliest years all the fields and 

orchards were my playground, as I felt free to roam 

far and wide. 

 

This freedom was part of a lasting education, in 

understanding and love of the natural world.  Of 

course,my parents instilled certain rules in me.  Gates 

that were closed, must always be closed properly; but 

if they had been propped open to allow animals 

access from one field to another they must remain 

that way - no litter, paper, bottles etc must be thrown 

about, on picnics by streams. 

 

I knew where the first wild daffodils grew, where 

there was an abundance of white violets and I loved 

to explore the lovely copse full of primroses, 

bluebells, moscatel, pussy-willows and hazel catkins 

at the end of the meadow.  I grew to know the edible 

from the toxic in gathering mushrooms and where the 

greenest fresh watercress could be picked, or the 

earliest blackberries. 

 

I remember well the three orchards where many 

varieties of apples grew - sweet Alfords and 

quarrenders are two enjoyable ones that I recall, crisp 

and delicious. 

 

One very ancient, bent tree, in particular, which 

seemed to rest on its elbows, was a favourite 

playtime seat. It became in turn a ship, a castle, and 

"Miss Haversham's" room when my cousins and 

friends came.  Imagination knew no bounds. 

 

I watched sheep being sheared and was shown how 

to help them up if they were laid on their backs.  At 

Christmas, dad would cut me a shapely holly tree, 

which was duly decorated with hand-made baubles.  

One could do wonders with conkers, oak apples and 

pine cones, and carefully saved sweet papers.  No 

flashing lights then but a lovely blazing open fire and 

an ashen faggot to lend a warming glow - roasted 

chestnuts to enjoy! 

 

Now that my friends and I are of a certain age, we 

cannot walk as far; but memories are made of 

growing up here and of the freedom we enjoyed in 

the real world. 

 

My own two daughters also had the same kind of 

childhood and learnt to identify the various trees, 

flowers and wildlife at first hand.  I feel grieved that 

our young village children are to be deprived of these 

healthy and important experiences.  Certainly my 

three books of poems would never have come into 

being if my eyes and mind had not been opened as a 

child, to look, learn and love our wonderful 

Devonshire fields and surrounding hills in all seasons 

and weathers.  Walking on traffic busy tarmac roads 

is no compensation and far from inspiring to a new 

generation. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

Golf Society  
 

Sunday 23
rd

 November 

 

We were lucky with the weather having another dry 

day. However the course is now very wet and playing 

hard as reflected in the scores with third place being 

Jim Chappelle with 12 points, runner up was Paul 

Richards with 16 points and today’s winner was 

Chris Harlow with 17 points which also earned him a 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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one shot handicap cut. Mark Cummins brought up 

the rear with 9 points. 

 

The shortest drive of the day was achieved by Paul 

Richards who on the third didn’t manage to get the 

ball further than the front edge of the tee. There were 

a few nominations for the Donna-y trophy, but the 

winner was John Mann who reached the edge of the 

par 3 third from the tee and left himself a putt of 

about 15 feet for a two. He did not seem to want this 

as he only managed to get it about half way! &  

 

Sunday 7
th

 December 

 

Today was another first for GSPOTs as we had a 

game of foursomes. For the reader that does not 

know, this is when the game is played by a team of 

two using one ball and playing alternate shots. It is a 

good way for friends to fall out!   

  

It was a cold day with very strong wind and a shower 

of horizontal rain in the middle of our round. 12 

players in 6 teams took part with the winners being 

Paul Richards and David Harlow with a net score of 

40.82. The runners up were Ken Galvin and Mark 

Cummins with a net score of 42.37 and in third place 

were Jim Chappelle and John Mann with a net score 

of 43.47. 

 

The shortest drive was on the first hole with Phil 

Beasley setting the target, to be outdone by Phil 

Oram. 

 

The Donna-y trophy was shared today. Just as the 

heavens opened Jim Chappelle hit his chip shot about 

5 yards into the pond by the 4
th
 green. David Harlow 

accidently set his trolley going whilst taking out his 

putter, so had to chase after it, and then a few 

moments later Paul Richards hit a duff tee shot on the 

5
th
. There also were Chris Harlow and Dan Hawke 

who having superbly got onto the first green in two 

shots took 4 putts!  

 

 

The dates arranged for January are New Year’s Day 

(3 club competition), Sunday 11
th
 and Sunday 25

th
 
  

which will also be the date of the AGM.  February 

dates are Sundays 6
th
 and 22

nd
.                                                                                                                                                                   

All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter 

Inn. 

G S Potter 

 

 

 

Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 
Ltd     
Supporting  Thorverton Post Office 

 

It’s been really good to see our post office so well 

used in the run-up to Christmas. We have also sold 

lots of cards in aid of Hospiscare and The Pancreatic 

Cancer Research Fund as well as posting and 

wrapping materials. Of course Christmas is a bit of 

an exceptional time, but you don’t need me to remind 

you how important it is to keep using our post office 

and newsagents/stationery shop as much as you 

possibly can. Our post office here relies almost 

entirely on TCT to pay its bills and of course to 

provide its premises. 

 

At our TCT AGM in November we were amazed to 

hear of visitors to The Netherlands who recently 

found it almost impossible to find a post office or 

even a shop that sold postage stamps. This wasn’t 

just ‘out in the sticks’, but also true in Amsterdam 

itself. So please keep up your support and maybe 

regularly order a new newspaper or magazine, make 

a point of visiting our shop first before going 

elsewhere, be prepared to pay just a little more for 

things here rather than getting in your car to spend 

less seven or so miles away! (The same goes for our 

other local retail premises of course – we’ll soon be 

moaning if they have to close………….) And post 

offices offer so much more than just posting facilities 

so next time you’re in pick up some of the PO 

leaflets and also ask about insurance, savings, ‘phone 

top-ups, bill paying, banking services etc. 

 

Thank you as ever to our dedicated post office and 

TCT shop staff. They are just people like you and 

me, who give their time and efforts for no or very 

little reward. They help to keep Thorverton alive and 

a great place to live. And thank you to TCT members 

for their financial support. 

 

Please contact me Heather Kershaw 01392 860419 or 

Jan Hamilton Business Manager 07764 461575 if 

you have any questions or suggestions about our TCT 

business and talk to our post office staff or the 

Subpostmaster Allison Toogood about post office 

matters. 

 

Heather Kershaw                                                                                                

Chair and Secretary  TCT Ltd 
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The Garden in January 2015   

After the busy Christmas period, with grey skies, 

cold, soggy conditions, and early, dark afternoons, it 

is lovely to turn our thoughts to the big outdoors.  

From this point onwards, the afternoon light 

lengthens and the quality of the light brightens. It 

may not be good gardening weather but planning 

ahead for the new season and taking advantage of 

days that allow you to get outside seem like treats to 

the gardener.  

 

At this time of year, there are certain jobs which I 

have on a ‘to do’ list. For instance: pruning of fuit 

trees and bushes (not the plums, cherries, peaches 

etc); planting up pots of broad beans sweet peas and 

lettuce to sow inside; garden clearance which will be 

divided into edges and paths, anything I can reach 

from a hard surface when conditions permit; flower 

bed clearance when I won’t make a big mess by 

working off wet ground and creating a mud patch. 

 

For the broad beans, I use 9cms pots and push one 

bean down about 2cms into the compost. For 

compost, I use any general purpose compost; the 

seeds do not need nutrients until the leaves are 

photosynthesising i.e. creating sugars for the plant to 

store and use for growth. By that time it is nearly 

ready to go outside and collect nutrients from the soil 

in the planting bed. Hence, it is very important that 

these beds are replenished with well composted 

manure or any other form of organic matter. The only 

bed to which I shall not be adding compost is the root 

crop bed. If you have not added any organic matter, 

there is still time before planting out the first bean 

crop and you will find your beans will repay you for 

your hard work. 

 

Of course, there is no need to plant beans in a pot 

now if you prefer to plant straight into the ground 

when the soil has warmed up a little and if your veg 

plot seems to be mouse free. I did lose 1000, yes I do 

mean 1000, broad bean seeds outside to mice one 

year and, therefore, have reverted to growing plants . 

Other advantages are that you can plant out with 

plenty of space and plants have good root systems.  

 

The sweet peas can also be potted up this month. 

Again, I use 9 cm pots and plant 4 to a pot. Don’t 

chose a period of bitterly cold weather or else the 

seeds get frozen in the pots. Both the broad bean and 

sweet pea seeds need to be in a polytunnel or glass 

house but require no extra heating. I would fleece 

only if conditions became very cold and only water 

sparingly and not at all in cold periods. The other 

most important piece of information to follow is 

place the pots in mouse proof positions. Mice can 

climb, and wherever the seeds are placed must be 

safe. An easy but effective solution are upturned, tall 

plant pots with shiny plastic or ceramic sides. Place a 

tray of potted seeds across 2 or 3 of these and mice 

can’t climb up. If they can get them they will!! 

 

 Pruning is also important at the beginning of the year 

for apple and pear trees. There is no need to rush 

outside at once as they need to be pruned whilst 

dormant so you have at least 2 months  but, as other 

jobs become more pressing in the garden, this is a 

real chance to go out and get the job done. As 

always, don’t panic!!  If you are new to pruning and 

you have inherited established trees get hold of a 

good pruning book. The RHS book of pruning is very 

good as is Pruning and Training plants by David 

Joyce. He uses Christopher Bricknell as his 

consultant who was Director of the RHS garden at 

Wisley. I mention this as even experts go and check 

things with other experts, so go and ask other people 

if you feel unsure of how much to prune. 

 

The golden rules with pruning of mature trees are 

DDD, the 3 D’s - dead, diseased, damaged. So stand 

back and look all around your tree and remove any 

branches that fall into those categories. After that you 

look for over-crowding and crossing branches. This 

is important as you want the sun to reach your 

ripening fruit and criss-crossing branches can damage 

each other and allow disease to enter torn tissue. 

Remember you are dealing with a working tree that 

you want to produce large, edible, sweet fruit. In the 

wild, a non-pruned apple tree will produce masses of 

small apples because the tree just wants to create new 

trees. In your garden you want the best fruit, so you 

are pruning to achieve this by giving the tree less to 

deal with so it can put all its energies into fewer but 

better quality fruit.  

  

Your other consideration of course is the size of your 

garden and the easy accessibility of harvesting the 

apples. Our garden was on the site of an old orchard 

and one of the best apple trees is so high and over-

hanging a slope that we cannot reach the apples and 

have to let them fall, many spoiling on contact with 

the ground. This tree is on a full size root stock and 

they are surprisingly big trees. Most domestic 

gardens need apples grown on dwarfing root stocks. 

Even these will grow easily to 12 feet high so don’t 

be afraid to be in control. It’s your space and 

everything has to share that space. If you chop 

something and then wish you hadn’t, don’t panic, as 

my former head gardener said to me: “Apple trees are 

very obliging and they will grow other branches to 

make up for the ones you chop off!” 

 

Pear trees follow similar instructions for pruning but 

on the whole are less vigorous and need less 

attention. If you have a young tree, apple or pear, it is 
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important to prune it each year at the beginning of its 

life to form the initial open shape you wish to 

encourage. This is vitally important as I have seen 

young trees that have been left and then corrected a 

few years later and it is not always successful. If you 

are in any doubt for these first 3 years, ask someone 

with experience to guide you. The problem with 

pruning is that it is usually a once a year activity and 

it is easy to forget useful advice one year down the 

line!! 

 

Well, Neville, I think that is enough to cope with for 

one month. I will deal with fruit bushes such as 

black, white and red currants and gooseberries next 

month. So get out into your garden when the 

opportunity arises. 

 

Happy gardening and Happy New Year.  PS Don’t 

forget the Xmas garden Quiz (reproduced below). 

Results in next month’s Focus.                                           

                                    Lorraine Colebrook 

Christmas Garden Quiz 

Each plant in the quiz below will give winter interest. 

You have to find out the Latin genus name, i.e. the 

first name, and save the first letter. These letters will 

then unscramble into a seasonal message. For those 

of you who would like to take it further, there will a 

bottle of wine for the most comprehensive list of the 

names of these plants to include genus and species 

name. Answers to be sent to the editor before the 

New Year, results in February Focus. Here goes, 

good luck! 

 

1- A popular plant in Xmas carols and on cards. 

2- Deadly poisonous berries. Tree commonly found 

in church yards. 

3- This one has red berries but can have orange, 

yellow and even white. Mind your fingers when 

you prune it, it will bite!!! 

4- Stunning white stems will glow in the winter 

gloom but again beware of touching them. You 

can eat the berries of its autumn cousin. 

5- Another plant to be handled with care. 

Sometimes called Adam’s needle, Lord’s 

candlestick, Palm Lily or Roman candle. So 

many common names! This one is hardy and 

taller than most. 

6- These shrubs are closely related to Berberis. A 

typical leaf has between 7 an 13 leaflets which 

are spiny. This one has an oriental flavour and 

flowers from mid-winter with fragrant, yellow 

flowers. 

7- A white-flowered, honey-perfumed Xmas box. 

8- Woof! bark!  Red stems from the cold. 

9- A magical nut-sounding common name. 

ThisChinese shrub has some of nature’s 

strangest fragrant winter flowers. This one has 

softly rounded leaves in the summer. 

10- The most popular indoor Xmas plant. Find the 

Latin name and use the first letter of the Specific 

name, i.e. the second word. This word means 

‘most beautiful’. 

11- Dark glossy leaves and white spring flowers lead 

to an amazing display of large bright round red 

berries on female plants. I have one on my drive. 

It is also oriental. 

12- Christmas rose. 

13- Moosebark, Moosewood, Snakebark are 

common names for this stunning tree. This 

variety has the most brilliant candy pink, white 

striped bark on young wood.  

14- This plant comes from Korea and is related to 

Forsythia. It is sometimes called ‘White 

Forsythia’. There is only this one deciduous 

species in the genus. Fragrant white flowers 

need protection from hard frost, therefore best 

beside a sheltered wall. 

 

Now mix up these letters and find the seasonal 

message. Remember it is the Latin names you want.  
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TARTS 
 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 
 

 

 

 

 

Recent TARTS walks: 

Saturday 29
th

 November  

We set out from Lapford under grey skies which, 

however, spared us any rain. Hiking to the west, we  

ascended through woodland to the dramatically 

placed church of Coldridge set upon the summit of a 

hill next to a village square. We enjoyed visiting the 

church for its fine unpainted rood screen and for the 

most unusual lace-like decoration carved into its oak 

pulpit. 

 Descending into the valley of the Taw we joined a 

section of the Tarka Trail as it led east from the river. 

Passing the memorably-named Clotworthy farm we 

crossed the Taw once more to ascend to Nymet 

Rowland. The word “Nymet” appears to be derived 

from the Celtic-British word meaning “a holy place.” 

In the hamlet’s small church, we admired the 15
th
 

century oak arcade separating the nave from the north 

aisle. A tall oak post inserted in 1636 to support the 

splitting easternmost arch is almost unique in Devon. 

For what looked like a stop-gap repair, it seems to 

have done its job rather well. 

A gentle downhill stroll across meadows from the 

Nymet ridge gave us views of Lapford on the 

opposite hill.  Our arrival at Lapford Station 

completed the circuit of the walk. 

Saturday 13
th

 December 

As is our custom on the Saturday of our Christmas 

meal, we had a very short relatively local walk. 

Starting from the obelisk car park at Mamhead we 

completed a 3.5 mile circuit around the nearby forest. 

It was a very cold and frosty day, but dry and sunny 

and very Christmassy. The trees started to clear as we 

approached the obelisk and gave us the most fabulous 

view over the Exmouth estuary (pictured) and the 

rolling countryside in between. We stopped for quite 

some time admiring the view, and of course 

indulging in that other well know TARTS Christmas 

tradition – mulled wine and mince pies. 

In the evening 14 of us gathered at the Thorverton 

Arms for our Christmas meal. The area at the back of 

the pub had been set aside for us with a large table 

which easily fitted us all and made for a lovely social 

atmosphere, The food as ever was superb and it was 

great to see some friends and partners too. Many 

thanks to the Thorverton Arms for such a wonderful 

evening. 

Future walks and events 

Dec 27th – walk led by Jenny 

Jan 17th – walk led by Graeme 

Jan 31st – walk led by Jerry & Anne  

 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 

0930, and are suitable for dogs 

unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in 

length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, 

however precise details of each walk 

(length, gradient, lunch information 

etc) will be displayed approximately 

a week before the walk in the Old 

Post Office Window and on the 

village notice board. If you would 

like to be included on the email list 

contact Caroline (01626 865465) or 

Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 
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December Snow – 2010 remembered 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    
    Revd Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332.  douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org  
    Revd Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe. 841284. sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 
    Revd Dave Carrington, Assistant Curate. 841672. dave.carrington@netherexe.org 
    Mrs Laura Ford, Reader.  841753. laura.ford@netherexe.org  

    Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays, 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone: 02072197037.  By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mr Olly White 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Sarah Crawford 01392 860295 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James 86107, Treasurer: Carole   
                                                                                                                                                      Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street, 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill, 860663,  web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org
mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:dave.carrington@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairman: James Muirden, Vice Chairman: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: David Salter, 
Secretary: Sally Salter. For meetings and events contact Sally Salter on 01392 
841740.  

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                        Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Events Secretary/bookings: Jeff Grace, tel 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
                                            Website: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton  & Exe Valley Community Choir   Anne Vardy  01392 861184 amvardy@hotmail.com  
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Contact : Wendy Coles, 861283 
                  Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2014 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse and recycling   b) Brown bins  

(ie black sacks and black boxes) 

 January 12
th

 and 26
th

     January 6
th

 (Tuesday) and 19th  

 February 9
th

 and 23
rd

   February 2
nd

 and 16
th

 

 March 9
th

 and 23
rd

    March 2
nd

, 16
th

 and 30
th

 
 

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 4.20pm. 

 

Next dates: January 15
th
  February 12

th
  March 12

th 

  April 9
th
  May 7

th
   June 4

th
  

 
  

 

Flag Flying days in January 
 

9
th
 Birthday of The Duchess of Cambridge 

20
th
 Birthday of HRH The Countess of Wessex 

 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2015 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

   

 

JANUARY 

 

Fri 9
th
  Thorverton Art Group, new term starts, WI Hut, 9.30am 

Mon 12
th
 Youth Group, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Thurs 15
th
   Ladies Group  Annual Dinner at Bickleigh Mill at 7.30pm.  Please meet in The Bury at 7pm 

Sat 17
th
  TARTS walk, meet opposite parish church, 9.30am 

50/50 Auction at the Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 22
nd

 Arts Exchange, Unexpected, 7 The Glebe, 8pm 

Fri 23
rd

  History Society AGM and Dr John Salvatore - The Recently Excavated Iron Age Settlement and 

Roman Military Base at St Loyes, 7:30 WI Hut 

Sun 25
th
 Golf Society AGM 

Mon 26
th
 Youth Group, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 31
st
 TARTS walk, meet opposite parish church, 9.30am 

 

FEBRUARY 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Keith Weedon - Poltimore House, Past and Present, 7:30 WI Hut 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

