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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 

acknowledged, so if you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days, please assume not received. 

 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and pictures. 

 

Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

 COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover:  Jubilee Green  in March 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to “Focus” 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
I am sorry that we are losing both our rector, Douglas 

Dettmer, and our Head of Teaching and Learning, 

Olly White, at almost the same time.  Both have 

played key roles in the village; roles which can have 

a huge influence on people and can help to guide and 

inspire others.   

 

While my children had passed through the school 

before Olly's arrival, I picked up a great deal of 

positivity just from the limited interactions I did have 

with him.  Indeed, I was looking through some 

photos a few days ago and came across a number 

where he was in the stream coaxing ducks along 

during the duck race; he was dressed in a duck 

costume.  It will be quite a different world for him as 

head gardener at a chateau in France. 

 

I worked closely with Douglas as a school governor a 

few years ago.  I was impressed by his good sense 

and calmness, never shaken by anything.  In church, 

his services were always thoughtful and just right for 

the occasion.  Douglas seemed to have a knack of 

always doing the right things - but then I suppose that 

this comes with the territory!  While he will be 

greatly missed, it is excellent news that he is moving 

on promotion.  This is well deserved.  I am sure that 

we all wish him well. 

 

It seems rather mundane after that to be writing about 

the Focus Annual General Meeting, but write about it 

I must.  The AGM is on Wednesday 4th March. I am 

very sorry not to have given more notice.  I would be 

delighted to see villagers at the AGM, whether or not 

representing village organisations.  It is an 

opportunity to help shape Focus for the next year.  

How can we increase readership?  Should we run 

more competitions?  What should we do with any 

excess funds?  How can I get involved?  That last 

question was you talking, I hope!  We are in 

particular need of someone to look after our adverts.  

Sylv Gregory had been doing this, but is in poor 

health at the moment, so there is some urgency about 

finding someone to take this on.  We could also do 

with some help with collating Focus at the end of 

each month just prior to distribution, and I would 

never say no to having a roving reporter at work for 

us. 

 

I trust that you are enjoying the longer days as spring 

approaches.  I really didn't enjoy January, both going 

to work and returning in the dark or at best half-light, 

so I am appreciating the difference.  I hope that some 

of you will try out the short walks that I have been 

featuring before I start lengthening them.  Thank you 

for buying Focus - if you did!- but don't forget that 

back copies can be seen free of charge at 

thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com. 

 
 

Neville Lane 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listed below are some areas I hope will be of interest to you following the Parish Council meeting held on 

10/02/2015.  You can view a full set of the minutes on the notice board in School Lane.  Should you have any 

questions for the Council please do not hesitate to contact me.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

PLANNING MATTERS – received to the date of the meeting: 

1) Listed building consent for repairs and remedial works to barn – land and buildings at Way Farm, 

Bickleigh, Devon. Grid reference: 293696 / 105930. The Parish Council resolved to agree to this 

application. Proposed Cllr Hodge and seconded Cllr Cashmore. 

2) Approval of prior approval: Land and buildings at Chilton Deer Farm. Noted. 

3) Approval of full planning permission: Land and buildings at Old Lynch, Lynch Road, Thorverton. Noted. 

4) Request for planning permission for erection of extension to 37 Silver Street, Thorverton. Grid reference: 

293092 / 101858.  The Parish Council resolved to make no comment. 

5) Change of use approval of prior approval at Stone Farm. Thorverton. Noted. 

6) Conversion of barn to dwelling and erection of a detached garage - buildings at Bowden Hill Cadeleigh. 

Withdrawn.  

 

CONSERVATION AREA REVIEW: 

If you were unable to attend the recent meeting in the Memorial Hall you will find details of the proposed changes 

on a map on the notice board in School Lane, on a full report in the Post Office, and at 

planningconsultations@middevon.co.uk  any comments need to be registered by 16/03/15 

 

REPORTING OF HIGHWAY MATTERS: 

Residents can now go on-line and report any highway matters at either of the following -  

new.devon.gov.uk/roadandtransport/report-a-problem/ and devon.roadworks.org/  

 

ROAD CLOSURE: 

There will be a road closure on the A3072 at Bickleigh Castle Junction for six weeks from 27
th
 April. 

 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT CHANGES: 

Changes to local bus routes and times are planned due budget cuts – to find out more or to join the debate and have 

your say go on-line at  toughchoices.co.uk  

 

THURSDAY MAY 7
th
 IS ELECTION DAY – HAVE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE? 

Your vote matters – you can register to vote on-line at  www.gov.uk/register-to-vote  

The Parish Council election will take place on the same day (dependent upon the number of candidates registering 

an interest) so if you are interested in becoming a Thorverton Parish Councillor contact me for more information.  

 

NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT AT THORVERTON RECREATION GROUND: 

Look out for a new fun piece of play equipment in the Rec – can you guess what it is going to be? 

 

 

Alison Marshall 

Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council.   

Telephone 01392 861228     E-mail thorvertonclerk@AOL.com     

mailto:planningconsultations@middevon.co.uk
http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
mailto:thorvertonclerk@AOL.com


Focus on Thorverton 3 Vol. 46 No.3 – March 2015 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 
Hall Refurbishment 
 
The work to refurbish the Memorial Hall started 

on Monday 16 February. The photograph below 

shows the small kitchen extension demolished 

and the drawing shows the new kitchen, which 

will be separate from the bar area. It is intended 

that the kitchen will be fitted out to a high 

standard in order to attract more weddings, 

celebrations and events. 

 

Due to cost constraints work to two areas of the 

Hall, those being the renewal of the toilets and 

demolition and rebuilding of the corrugated 

metal TADS’ store, are not to be undertaken at 

this stage. It is hoped that this work will take 

place in the future. The present refurbishment 

work is to be completed on Friday 12 June. 

 

Memorial Hall website and bookings 

 

The Hall website can be found at: 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

Bookings for use of the Hall after 12 June can be 

made at any time by contacting the events secretary: 

jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 

 

  
  

      
Memorial Hall showing demolished kitchen and 

planned new kitchen 

 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/


Focus on Thorverton 4 Vol. 46 No.3 – March 2015 

 

Letters 
 

From John Price of Appleton, Cheshire 

 

Not strictly a letter but rather a phone conversation. 

 

Mr Price called me to say how much he enjoyed 

Focus on Thorverton and how he liked the village, 

which he has cause to visit from time to time.  He felt 

that there was a good community spirit and that this 

was well captured in Focus.   

 

His one disappointment was the heavy traffic of 

tractors (I think that he may last have visited around 

harvest time). 

 

 

 

Focus AGM 
I must humbly apologise for not having inserted a 

mention of the forthcoming Focus AGM into 

February's Focus.  This oversight was probably 

because it seemed to be a long way into the future at 

the time that we were putting together February's 

Focus, but now I realise that the AGM is set for 

Wednesday 4th March.  The AGM starts at 7.30pm 

in the Baptist Church.  It is open to any Thorverton 

resident to attend.  We particularly welcome 

representatives from village organisations as we are 

very keen to work together for our mutual benefit. 

 

It may be worth me restating the aims of Focus 

(printed each month on the inside front cover), which 

are: 

- to produce a non-political monthly magazine 

serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, 

providing them with information on activities in the 

parish; 

- for the magazine to be one that villagers are proud 

of; 

- to provide a window for those outside Thorverton to 

see what the village has to offer; 

- to promote local businesses through advertising; 

and  

- to run at a small annual profit, but with surplus 

funds put to support village organisations for the 

benefit of Thorverton residents. 

 

The purpose of the AGM is: 

 - to hear reports from the Chairman, Treasurer and 

Editor of activity over the past year, including a 

statement of the accounts; 

- to elect officers to the Focus Committee; 

- to set criteria for the disbursement of any funds, 

including any ceiling on awards; and 

- to consider any proposals put forward before the 

meeting (to the Secretary) or at the meeting.  Such 

proposals shall be voted on if the Chairman considers 

it necessary to determine a majority view.  Any 

decisions will be taken forward by the Focus 

Committee as they deem most appropriate. 

 

 

 

Early-spring in Thorverton – entering the village 

from the Upton Pyne Road 
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Notice Board 
 

TAG  

Thorverton art group 
 

MEETS  FRIDAYS  
 

FROM 09:30 
 

@ THE WI HUT 
 

NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 
 

TRIAL WEEK FREE – JUST TURN UP!  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 
 

offering a very wide range of post office 

services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, 

posting and packing materials, laundry service, 

photocopying – service with a smile! 
 

Mon–Fri 9.00–5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat 9.00-12.00 

Sun: 9.00–10.30 TCT paper shop only 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Normally held every Wednesday morning, the group 

will be suspended temporarily due to the closure of 

the Memorial Hall for renovations. 
 

If you would like any further information please 

call Wendy Coles on  

01392 861283 (Toddler Rep.) 

 

 

 
 

 
Focus AGM   

 
Wednesday, 4th March, 2015 

 
 

Open to everyone.  Representation from village 
organisations particularly welcomed as one of 

our aims is to support village organisations 
 

Have your say in what Focus should be doing – 
perhaps even get involved in shaping that future 

  
 

Baptist Church at 7.30pm 
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The Welcome Café 
 

Opening Monday 2
nd

 March 2015 
 

from 2.30 to 4.00pm  

every Monday (except Bank Holidays) 
 

at the WI Hut 
 

  Meet old friends …… Make new friends 
 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, cakes and a warm 

welcome! 

 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 17
TH

 MARCH 2015 

7.45pm 

 THE EXETER INN SKITTLE 

ALLEY 

 ALL WELCOME 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in  

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.                                            
Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

The Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

will this year be held at the 
 

Baptist Church 
 

Friday, 6th March 
 

11.00 am 
 

followed by a Soup Lunch 

 
All welcome 
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Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
(Thursdays at 7.45 – 9.00 pm in the Church) 

  

Sunday March 8th at 10.15 a.m. 

Thursdays March 12th, 26th 

Wednesday April 1st, Thursdays April 9th, 

30th 

May 14th 

June 3rd, 18th 

July 2nd 16th,   (9th is the choir party) 
 

New members always welcome. 

  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

Practices 
(Mondays, usually in school, 3.30 to 4.30 pm) 

 

March                9
th
 and 30

th
  

 

New members always welcome. 

More information about both Consorts from 

Mary Thomas 01392 860730 
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Upton Pyne and District Garden Club 

 
 Show secretary Mrs Chris Grundy, tel: 851970 

 

FLOWER SHOW 

  
SATURDAY APRIL 25th 2015 

2.00 to 4.00 pm 

 

ANYONE CAN ENTER! 

 

Free entry, teas and cakes, raffle. 

Bring your entries in the morning between 10.00 and 12.00  

 
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 

 

Please read the schedule carefully and make sure that 

your entries match the description. Only one entry in 

each class except where the class is in two sections. 

 

 Daffodils or narcissi, 5 cut blooms in a vase, 

can be mixed.  

 

2. 3 tulips in a vase 

 

3. Collection of spring flowers in a bowl or vase 

 

4. One stem each of three different foliage 

shrubs, maximum width  18 inches and height 24 

inches 

 

5. One potted flowering plant - section a  indoor, 

section b  outdoor 

 

6. One flowering head of a rhododendron in a 

container 

 

7. Single camellia in a container 

 

8. Table centre, may include non-plant material, 

12” overall 

 

9. One stem each of three flowering shrubs, 

maximum width 18 inches and height 24 

inches 

 

10. One stem or branch of a flowering shrub or 

climber 

 

11. Spray or small bunch of flowers to be judged 

for scent 

 

12. Single stem of any flower or plant, indoor or 

outdoor, not already in other classes 

 

13. Cactus or succulent 

 

15. A miniature arrangement, maximum overall 

size 4.5 inches  

 

16. Arrangement of fresh flowers in an unusual 

container 

 

(a) ADULT- “Reflections” a composition with 

water including flowers in which accessories 

may be used, maximum size 24” overall 

 

17. CHILDREN - animal from vegetable material. 

 

HOMECRAFT CLASSES 

 

18  a fruit bread, any recipe, nuts allowed 

19  upside-down cake - any recipe 

20  salsa, your own recipe 

21  CHILDREN - 3 jam tarts on a plate 

 

  PHOTOGRAPHY CLASSES 

 

Maximum size of entry A5 - approx. 6 x 8 inches 

including mount. No framed photos please. 

 

22 Adult - skyscape 

23 Adult - pets in the garden  

24  CHILDREN- a flower painting or drawing 
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Tea and Cake for Grandparents denied contact with their grandchildren 
 

There are over one million grandparents in the UK who are denied contact with their grandchildren, due 

to family breakdown. This can be a result of separation/divorce/drug/alcohol issues, domestic violence, 

bereavement or family feud.  

To be denied contact is like a living bereavement and you are enveloped with feelings of isolation.  

We are setting up a support group for grandparents who find themselves in this heartbreaking situation, so 

if you are one of those grandparents we would like to invite you to come for a cuppa and piece of cake on  

 

Friday 20
th

 March from 2.30pm.  

Venue: 

Long View 

10 Murley Close 

Crediton 

 

Telephone: Sandra 07807291196 Bernie and Gloria 01363 772468 

Email address: bernie.little@btinternet.com 

Email address: s_laccohee@hotmail.com 

We look forward to seeing you,  

Sandra, Gloria and Bernie 

 

 
Seven new affordable homes in Upton Pyne 

Might you be interested in renting one? 

Might you be eligible? 

Please come to our ‘Lettings Event’ 

on 19
th
 March to find out more. 

These new homes will be available this autumn – 
two 1-bedroom, four 2-bedroom & one 3-bedroom. 

Priority goes to people who are in housing need and who have 
a local connection - first to people connected to Upton Pyne & 
Cowley, next Brampford Speke, then neighbouring parishes. 

The ‘Lettings Event’ is an informal opportunity to find out more 
about the homes, about eligibility and about how to ‘bid’ for 

them through Devon Home Choice. 
 

Upton Pyne Village Hall, 
 

Thursday 19
th

 March 2015 
 

any time from 3.00 to 7.00 pm. 
 

Sarah Scott 01392 841250         
sarah@sarahscottjewellery.co.uk 

mailto:bernie.little@btinternet.com
mailto:s_laccohee@hotmail.com
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The Rotary Club of Crediton 

                      Proudly Present 

An Evening with Tom “Spats”Langham 

    and his Trio HOT FINGERS also 

  featuring Vocalist Emily Campbell 

            www.hotfingers.co.uk 

 

Saturday April 25th 2015 7pm for 7.30pm 

at Sandford Village Hall Tickets £10 each 

from either Crediton Coffee Company or 

Sandford Village Stores or Tel: 01363 772468 

       Vintage Acoustic Jazz & Swing 

                Held in support of 

Crediton Rotary Starfish Literacy Project 

Licensed Bar & Refreshments Available 

 

Generously supported by local Companies 

      Graphic PLC  and  A & S Paving 

 

 
 

http://www.hotfingers.co.uk/
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

MARCH 2015 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
Sunday 1 March 2015 Lent 2 

10:00 am Service with a Smile    Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     DD 

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism     Stoke Canon DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  MSS 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe DC 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres DC 
 

 

Sunday 8 March 2015 Lent 3            Mission Community Service & Farewell to Douglas & Chloë 
 

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton                                   DD, SS, DC & LF 
 

Followed by “Bring & Share” Buffet Lunch at the Thorverton Arms [open from 10:30 am for donations of food] 
 

 

Sunday 15 March 2015 Lent 4 & Mothering Sunday  

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke DC 

09:30 am Joint Family Service   Brampford Speke Chapel         Simon Taylor & LF 
 Breakfast from 9:30 am Service starts 10:00 am 
09:30 am Family Service    Huxham  Lay Led    

09:30 am  Family Service    Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

10:00 am Family Service   Cadbury    Lay Led  

10:00 am  Family Service    Poltimore Lay Led  

10:00 am Family Service “A Celebration of Mothers”   Stoke Canon    Lay Led  

10:00 am Family Service   Thorverton  Lay Led  

11:15 am Family Service     Rewe     Lay Led  

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon   DC 
 

Sunday 22 March 2015 Lent 5  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres  DC 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Informal Gathering     Stoke Canon      

10:00 am Service of the Word  Upton Pyne Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe     DC 

05:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham  DC 

  

Sunday 29 March 2015 Palm Sunday  

09:30 am Open Church  Thorverton   

10:00 am Joint Service starting at Stoke Canon Chapel  Stoke Canon Lay Led 
 With a joint Walk of Witness to the Church   

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company     Rewe  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [CW] Newton St Cyres  LF 
 

Thursday 2 April 2015 Maundy Thursday Mission Community Service 

07:00 pm Holy Communion within a simple meal [C] Upton Pyne Village Hall DC  

  

Friday 3 April 2015 Good Friday  

09:30 am Stations of the Cross  Thorverton Lay Led  

10:00 am Simple Morning Prayer   Cadbury DC 

10:00 am All Age Worship  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word   Upton Pyne LF 

12:00 pm Good Friday Liturgy & Reading of the Passion  Newton St Cyres  DC 

03:30 pm Good Friday Worship  Brampford Speke Chapel BOF 

05:30 pm Meditation  Poltimore DC 
 

Sunday 5 April 2015 Easter Day 

06:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Netherexe DC 

08:30 am Holy Communion [BCP] Brampford Speke  SS 

09:30 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF  

09:30 am Family Service   Huxham  Lay Led 

09:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres MSS 

09:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury SS 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon HW 
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11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] UptonPyne                             Archdeacon of Exeter 

04:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Netherexe LF 

05:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore DC 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of Common 

Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel. 

NB: Morning Prayer at Thorverton ceases from March 2015 
Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: Mon 30 March  Morning Prayer in Stoke Canon church [not school] 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer  Rector  01392 860332   douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841672   dave.carrington@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

 

Associate Ministers  

CH Revd Christopher Hughes  

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Mission Community & Farewell Service 
for 

 Douglas Dettmer 
Sunday 8th March 2015,  11:00 am 

Thorverton Church  
 

Followed by “Bring & Share Buffet Lunch” in  
The Thorverton Arms  

  

Douglas Dettmer’s final service as Rector of the 
Netherexe Parishes will be at 11:00 am at 
Thorverton church on 8th March 2015. 
 
The service will be followed by a “Bring & 
Share” buffet lunch in the Thorverton Arms and 
we hope that as many people as possible will 
attend to thank Douglas for his outstanding 
work and to wish both Douglas and Chloe 
farewell, with best wishes for their future. 
 
Donations of finger-food for the buffet lunch 
can be left at The Thorverton Arms from 10:30 
am.  

 
Parish Letter 
 

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 

 

I write having recently returned from the Church of 

England’s General Synod, which debated among 

other subjects a report from its Rural Affairs Group 

(of which I am a member) on a major piece of 

research into the role of the Church of England in the 

countryside today.  In his introduction to the report 

the chairman of the group, the Bishop of 

Knaresborough in Yorkshire, wrote: 

 

The Church of England is defined by its 

commitment to being a church for everyone, 

living out its vocation to be ‘a Christian 

presence in every community,’ as our website 

strapline puts it.  We seek to offer worship, 

pastoral care and prophetic witness in every 

place.  The parish church represents our 

commitment to provide a place of prayer for 

all, at the heart of the community, which 

affirms local identity, giving people a sense of 

place and belonging.  Rural society is not 

static—indeed it is changing as fast as in our 

cities and towns, but place and community are 

important for many people, as the significant 

inward migration to rural areas might suggest... 

 

The picture painted by this research gives 

many grounds for optimism and hope...  It is a 

picture of committed lay people, embedded in 

the lives of their communities, for whom the 

activities of the church are integral to their 

lives as neighbours.  In every rural community 

we dare to believe that Christians are making a 

difference in Christ’s name.  There is much 

here to celebrate and even more to build 

upon... 

 

I recognise the picture of the rural church and share 

the optimism expressed.  Despite challenges on many 

fronts, rural churches in multi-parish groups—two 

thirds of the Church of England—remain profoundly 

rewarding places in which to worship, minister and 

serve.  This I know well from personal experience of 

Brampford Speke, Cadbury, Newton St Cyres with 

Cowley, Poltimore with Huxham, Rewe with 

Netherexe, Stoke Canon, Thorverton, and Upton 

Pyne—after nearly seventeen years’ life and work in 

five of the parishes and nine in the other three. 

 

As Chloë and I prepare to take our leave of these 

Netherexe Parishes, the wrench we feel is very great; 

all distinctively different and yet sharing so much, 

they are communities in which we feel ourselves to 

be at home.  For me, serving as priest for such 

parishes has never been anything other than a 

privilege.  Of course the experience has not been 

without its challenges of various kinds; ministry, like 

all forms of public service, never is.  But the 

overwhelming sense which I will take with me is 

thankfulness for blessings received.  Chief among 

those has been the opportunity to work with 

outstandingly skilled and dedicated people who give 

tirelessly of themselves because they believe in what 

the Church stands for and what it is trying to do, 

whatever their personal take on Christian faith.  

These truly are communities of people who know, 

and are known by, their neighbours—where people 

value each other and seek to serve each other within 

the common life of the place where everyone 

belongs.  

 

When Jesus was asked what is the most important of 

God’s commandments, the gospels tell us that he 

replied as follows: 

 

‘You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.  This is the first and great 

commandment.  And the second is like the 
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first:  You shall love your neighbour as 

yourself.  On these two commandments hang 

all the law and the prophets.’ 

 

My prayer is that more and more, the communities of 

the Netherexe Parishes may abound in love for God 

and for each other, and for God’s wider world of 

which we are part; a love demonstrated in so many 

ways—in worship and prayer, serving and giving, 

integrity of life and charity of heart.  In so doing, 

they will show how much rural England can model 

what local churches and communities can be at their 

very best.  And for that—all that has been, and all 

that shall be—thanks be to God. 

 

Douglas Dettmer 

Rector of the Netherexe Parishes 

 

Annual Meetings for Thorverton 
Parish 2015 

  
The Meeting of Parishioners elects the 
churchwardens of the parish.  It is open to (i) all 
residents of the parish who are listed as such on a 
register of local government electors, and (ii) non-
residents whose names are on the Church Electoral 
Roll for the parish. 
  
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
immediately following the Meeting of Parishioners is 
open to all members of the Church Electoral Roll for 
the parish.  It chooses representatives for the parish in 
church councils and synods, receives the annual 
accounts of the Parochial Church Council, and 
reviews the life and work of the local church over the 
preceding year.  Please plan to attend these important 
and informative annual meetings for your parish. 
  
  
Thorverton :         Date in April (and location) 
         to be confirmed  
       

  

Lent Prayer Gatherings 
As Douglas Dettmer leaves the Netherexe Parishes in 

March to become Archdeacon of Totnes, our 

churches enter a time of change and challenge, let us 

gather together to pray for the Mission Community as 

a whole and the mission of our individual Parishes 

and PCCs.  

  

Starting at Stoke Canon on Ash Wednesday, there 

will be a series of sessions for prayer and reflection 

led by members of the Clergy team in several 

churches. Please come to any you feel able to, not 

just those in your own Parish. 

  

They will run from 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm and you are 

welcome to come when you can, for all or a part of a 

session.  The dates and locations are: 

  

4 Mar Thorverton  Michael & Sharon Simpson 

11 Mar Brampford Speke  Laura Ford  

18 Mar Newton St Cyres Harold Whitty 

25 Mar Netherexe   Dave Carrington 

 

 

Baptist Church  
 

Infinite Variety  

 

Well, perhaps not infinite.  But there is certainly a 

great deal of variety in the outward forms of the 

Christian Church.  We are in London babysitting for 

our daughter and last evening I went to the Bible 

Study service of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, just a 

few minutes' walk away from where our daughter 

lives in Kennington.  The church is sometimes 

known as Spurgeon's Tabernacle in honour of the 

great  Baptist preacher of the nineteenth century, 

Charles Hadden Spurgeon, who ministered there for 

nearly forty years until his untimely death at the age 

of 55.  Now Spurgeon is one of my heroes.  He 

preached to as many as seven thousand people on a 

Sunday morning (without a microphone!), his printed 

sermons reached hundreds of thousands of eager 

readers in both this country and America, he founded 

an orphanage and a school for training pastors. 

 Amazingly, he had no formal theological training 

himself but was possessed of such a formidable 

intellect and retentive memory that this lack was no 

barrier to becoming a spiritual giant.  Furthermore - 

and this is somewhat rare among spiritual giants - he 

had such a sparkling sense of humour that I have 

often found myself chuckling out loud when reading 

his autobiography or his famous "Lectures to my 

Students."  I feel privileged to share a birthday - 19th 

June, since you ask - with him.  

 

But I digress.  Forgive my enthusiasm for such an 

outstanding Baptist personality.  You will understand 

why I made my way to the very spot (though not the 

original building) where the great man ministered in 

Victorian times.  The notice board outside promised 

me a warm welcome from a friendly group of people 

of all ages and backgrounds.  That proved to be true. 

 After the service, a tall, black young woman with an 

intelligent face framed by cropped hair, engaged me 

in warm conversation.  Full marks to her, that's the 

way church members are supposed to behave when 

they find themselves sitting next to a newcomer.  I 

was surprised by the use of the King James' version 

of the bible and prayer which began "Lord, we thank 

thee that thou hast brought us here this evening" and 
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 taken aback by a hymn book I had never seen (or 

heard of) before.  We sang four hymns, including one 

by Charles Wesley and one by John Newton which 

were new to me.  The sermon was an exposition of a 

chapter in Exodus just before Moses receives the Ten 

Commandments.  When the preacher finished I was 

amazed to see he had kept my undivided attention for 

some 45 minutes.  As I walked home I reflected on 

the fact that a format which seemed to hark back to 

the 1950s (or even the 1850s) could be so obviously 

profitable to the 120 or so of us who had turned up to 

that city church on a cold night in February.  

 

Now for the variety.  We attended a very different 

service at a London church recently. Proceedings 

began with a selection of the morning's newspapers 

followed by a bacon butty (or, in my case, a 

croissant) with coffee.  Then the worship group 

struck up a very loud modern song followed by 

several others.  At one point in the service we were 

invited to take a few minutes' break and refill our 

coffee cups.  The sermon (or rather, talk) began with 

an analysis of some of the themes of recent films and 

TV programmes before moving on to a bible passage. 

 The language used throughout was contemporary. 

 As in the other church, there was a mix of ages and 

backgrounds and people were friendly.  

 

I have written at greater length about the first service 

only because it is more recent and therefore fresher in 

my mind.  

 

Reformed Baptist or Charismatic Anglican?  Or a 

score of other combinations in what our French 

friends call "un embarras de richesses" ?  Certainly 

there is something for every taste or doctrinal 

sensibility.  The jewel of the Christian gospel may be 

found in many settings and on the whole I consider 

that to be very positive.  

 

"Age cannot wither her nor custom stale her infinite 

variety" was Shakespeare's verdict on Cleopatra. 

 Perhaps we could after all apply the judgement to the 

Christian Church.  

 

Maurice Harrison  

 

Ladies Group 
Our meeting for March will be on the later date of 

Wednesday 18th March at 7.30.  Mrs Sarah Banks 

will be telling us all about Reflexology. 

  

The venue is at Beryl Grace's, Moss Bank, School 

Lane. 

Elspeth Holmes 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

Meetings 2015:- 

  

(All meetings are on Tuesdays.) 

 

3
rd

 March, 2.30pm Educational Music Quiz - Antony 

Powell 

 

7
th
 April, 7.30pm Owls R US - Live birds 

 

5
th
 May, 7.30pm Resolution and AGM 

 

2
nd

 June ,7.30pm Fursdon House; talk by Catriona 

Fursdon 

 

7
th
 July,  7.30pm Waterways of Europe (To be 

confirmed) 

 

4
th
 August, 7.30pm (To be confirmed) 

 

1
st
 Sept, 7.30pm How to find more energy - talk by 

Peter Taylor 

 

6
th
 Oct, 2.30pm  The Man who Never Flew – life in 

the RAF as a nurse - talk by George Williams 

 

3
rd

 Nov (To be confirmed) 

 

1
st
 December Trip - Exeter Carol Service; shopping; 

lunch (t.b.c.) 

 

 

Poetry 

Us and Them 

Some devious legal brains devise financial tricks 
to help wealthy people get out of a taxation fix. 
 
Paying taxes is all right for you and me, 
but for the well -heeled, it is clearly not meant to be. 
 
Many super-rich see themselves as in another league, 
with the Inland Revenue expected to pay no kind of 

heed. 
 
The rules of normal society, which they ignore, 
are only meant for us, the seeming poor. 

© Andrew Hoellering  
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Untrodden Snow 

 

Whiter than the whisper of wind among the poplars 

Planting its kisses on newly felted trees; 

Whiter than oxeye daisies carpeting the wayside, 

Or dancing in profusion on the upland leas, 

Whiter - so much whiter is the snow than these. 

 

Whiter than the petals, flung from the blossomed 

cherry 

Or the wild anemones, beneath the woodland trees 

Whiter than the pale moonlight, on barley harvest 

ripe, 

Whiter than a wavelet's foam surfing the rolling seas, 

Whiter - much, much whiter is the snow than these. 

 

Whiter than the swans upon the waterways, 

Whiter than the mayflower hung on springtime thorn, 

Whiter than a surpliced choir, 

Or doves that haunt the topmost spire, 

Whiter than a lamb new born, 

Whiter - whiter still, untrodden snow at morn. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Doreen told me that once again the quarterly 

magazine, This England, has printed one of 

Doreen's poems, "The Tranquil Heart" in its 

March edition; she says that it is a lovely and 

interesting magazine available at WH Smith.  I 

looked hard for the poem and almost gave up, 

but on closing the magazine, to my surprise there 

the poem was on the outside back cover - Ed. 
 

 

Written at Cadogan Court, Exeter 

 

Frolicking lambs love the spring 

Children play, church bells ring, 

Fresh as a daisy over stones the river runs 

Dancing to the tune of the hopeful rising sun, 

A feeling of joyful elation 

To cast aside fear and tribulation, 

We are lifted with energetic cheer 

Bluebells in the woods, cuckoos calling in my ear, 

A bank of primroses, crocuses, snowdrops shine 

We skip together in this precious time, 

The mists float over the meadows and farms 

We feel a sense of belonging – we'll come to no 

harm, 

As the winter drifts away we hear the returning birds 

sing 

It's the warming, melodic sights and sounds of 

spring. 

Peter Stevenson 

 

Legal Eagle 
Clearly birthday parties for children are not what they 

used to be. Gone, it appears, are the days when the 

child attending took along a small birthday gift, 

games were played, and most of the children ate 

sufficient food to ensure that they were sick on the 

way home. 

 

Today, it seems that no party is complete without 

those attending receiving the obligatory party bag 

and the party itself being an ‘entertainment‘; usually 

in the form of a visiting magician, the installation of 

a  bouncy castle, clowns, face painting, and possibly 

all of the above. Not to forget the themed party or as 

an alternative, a party which consists of a visit to 

some local or possibly not so local attraction. 

 

Julie Lawrence chose the latter when organising a 

party for her son Charlie. Invitations were sent out 

just before Christmas 2014; the party was to be held 

at the Plymouth Ski Slope and Snowboard Centre – a 

‘Slide and Ride Party‘. Presumably something that 

Charlie had indicated he would like to do. 

 

One such invitation was sent to Alex Nash, a friend 

of Charlie’s. Alex indicated to his parents that he 

would like to go and the parents, Derek Nash and 

Tanya Walsh replied to Julie Lawrence accepting the 

invitation. 

 

Unfortunately, come the day of the party, it was 

discovered that Alex was double-booked to spend 

time with his grandparents. The decision was taken to 

give the party a miss and visit the grandparents 

instead. Sadly neither Derek nor Tanya could lay 

hands on the invitation and so were unable to inform 

Julie Lawrence that Alex would not be attending after 

all. It is unlikely, however, that this would have made 

any difference to subsequent events as Julie 

Lawrence had been required to pay the full fee to the 

Plymouth Ski Slope and Snow Board Centre 48 

hours before the party – Price £15.95 per head. 

 

Following the failure of Alex to attend the party, 

Julie Lawrence asked a teacher at the school attended 

by both Charlie and Alex to put an envelope into 

Alex’s school bag. The envelope was addressed to 

Alex’s parents and contained an invoice for £15.95, a 

‘no-show‘ fee. 

 

In essence Julie Lawrence is claiming that she should 

have been informed that Alex would not be attending 

and the failure of Derek and Tanya to do so left her 

out of pocket. Given, however, that according to their 

story, Derek and Tanya did not realise until the day 

of the party that Alex would not be able to attend 

and, having regard to the fact that Julie Lawrence had 
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at that time already paid the Plymouth Ski Slope and 

Snowboard Centre informing her at that stage would 

have made no difference. It was simply the failure of 

Alex to attend which meant that she was out of 

pocket. 

 

According to reports, it appears that Julie Lawrence 

has threatened Derek Nash and Tanya Walsh with 

legal proceedings in the event that they fail to pay the 

£15.95 as requested. 

The indication from Derek and Tanya is that they 

have no intention of paying. So, what are the chances 

of Julie Lawrence being successful in recovering the 

sum claimed, should she go ahead with her 

threatened legal action? 

 

The difficulty for her will be in seeking to establish 

that Derek and Tanya have a legal obligation to pay 

the sum claimed. To do this, she would need to show 

that the party invitation and the acceptance thereof 

gave rise to a legal relationship between herself and 

Derek and Tanya. 

 

This is an area of law in which certain presumptions 

apply and in the case of domestic, as opposed to 

commercial agreements, the presumption is against 

there being any intention on the part of the parties 

that their agreement should be legally binding. 

 

The presumption is, however, rebuttable, provide that 

sufficient evidence is available of there being such an 

intention. Can we find any such evidence here? I 

think it unlikely; there appears to have been no prior 

discussion between the parties as to the financial 

consequences attached to a failure to attend and 

clearly no evidence of any acceptance on the part of 

Derek and Tanya to be responsible for those 

consequences. 

 

Whilst the courts have, in the past, been willing to 

find an intention to create a legally binding 

relationship in the case of domestic agreements, it 

would appear from a review of the cases that 

something more is required than we have here. 

 

To allow a claim in such circumstances might be 

seen to be opening the floodgates to a multitude of 

claims where, for example, people fail to turn up to 

social engagements where money has been expended 

in anticipation of their honouring their commitment 

to attend. Whilst the law in this area might be seen as 

somewhat ad hoc, it is doubtful that any claim 

brought by Julie Lawrence would be successful and 

one would hope that any legal advice which she 

might seek would advise her that this was the case. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

Garden Club  
  

On 16
th
 February we welcomed Sarah Chesters to our 

club who gave a very interesting and informative talk 

on Rosemoor speaking and showing pictures about 

the garden at its various stages throughout the year.  

Whatever time you choose to go there it always turns 

out to be an enjoyable experience and well worth the 

visit and Rosemoor also host many craft and antique 

fairs.  A few years ago they opened an educational 

centre which attracts many children benefitting their 

understanding of all aspects of nature plus there are 

also leisure programmes for adults covering subjects 

like weaving and photography.  Rosemoor is truly a 

“Garden for all Seasons”. 

 

At the time of writing it looks very much as if our 

visit to Snowdrop Valley will again be cancelled 

because of bad weather.  Perhaps next year it will be 

a case of third time lucky. 

 

Our next talk will be on Monday 16
th
 March when 

Graham White will be coming to speak to us about 

“Plants for a small Garden” after which it will be full 

steam ahead for our annual Flower Show on Saturday 

25
th
 April. 

 

If anyone would like more details about the Garden 

Club please do contact me on 861 205.  New 

members are always welcome. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

Church Week Refreshments 
Our next church week, starting on May 12th, is fast 

approaching – more about that from Anji. There are 

still quite a few dishes left in the church from last 

year. 

 

If you have not collected your property please will 

you pick it up.  It is in the vestry to the left of the 

altar behind the red curtain.  Thank you, 

 

Mary Thomas  
 
Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

February Update 

 

Our Winter league matches are drawing to a close 

and Summer fixtures now being organised. 

Afternoon play is benefitting from the lighter 

afternoons, although on occasions there have still 

been some challenging conditions with high winds, 

freezing temperatures, very bright low sun and rain, 
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all within two hours! Annual membership 

subscriptions come up in March so now is a good 

time to consider joining in order to get a full year’s 

play for your money. 

 

The club is holding two Junior Open Days for ages 6 

to 17, on the afternoons of Saturday March 7
th
 and 

Wednesday March 18
th
.  Just come along to Newton 

St Cyres Recreation Ground and meet our coach and 

find out what we have to offer. Tennis rackets 

provided, but wear trainers if you would like to play. 

Parents are asked to stay with younger children, 

refreshments will be provided and the cost is £2.50. 

(Saturday 7
th
 March: 2 – 3pm ages 6 to 11, 3 – 4pm 

ages 12 to 17, Wednesday 18
th
 March: 4 – 5pm ages 

6 to 11, 5 – 6pm ages 12 to 17) For more information 

please phone Viv Baber on 01392 681180. 

 

For all other queries please see our website 

http://newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/ or contact our 

membership secretary Laura Leigh on01647 24259 
 

 

Thorverton and District History 
Society 
Iron Age and Roman Exeter discoveries at St Loyes – 

Dr John Salvatore 

 

John has been involved in the archaeology of Exeter 

since the early 1970’s when he worked on the 

excavations in the Cathedral Close. He started with 

the Exeter Archaeological Field Unit which was set 

up in 1971 but closed 3 years ago. 

 

 

The road from Exeter Southgate to Topsham is 

known to have been a Roman road and the discovery 

of a fort at Topsham 10 years ago led to the find at 

the St Loyes college site, although there are further 

military compounds outside of the excavated site. 

The opportunity to excavate this site came about 

because of the demolition of the old college and the 

proposed development of new housing – developers 

are now required to fund the excavations. 

 

Archaeologists love to find continuity on the use of 

sites and this was to prove to be such a site here. 

The Roman army were only here for a short period – 

from AD 55 to AD 75 when they moved off to 

Caerleon, but their influence remained. 

 

The expectation of this excavation was for a typical 

Roman fort and initial excavations found evidence of 

barrack buildings – these were similar to those found 

in the Guildhall excavations back in the 1970s.  

 

As the dig progressed, they found their much loved 

continuity of the site. Late Iron Age occupation was 

discovered – there was an enclosure with a single 

round house and later with a larger enclosure. This 

was just prior to the arrival of the Romans. 

 

When they arrived they took over the site and the 

iron age ditches were infilled – the infill material 

shows the site was abandoned when the Romans 

arrived. The infill consisted of imported pottery and 

glass of a high quality. Samian ware (pottery) was 

found and the stamp of the maker could be 

determined. The maker was Nestor who was known 

to be making pots from AD 55 – AD 65. 

 

The Roman site was contained within a double 

defence ditch although the whole site would have 

extended to the east of Topsham road into the 

Burnthouse Road area. Sadly there is no record that 

t+hat area was ever excavated prior to the build of 

houses in the 1930s. 

 

At St Loyes they discovered an isled rectangular 

building with large post holes. This was not the 

barracks they were expecting but an iron working 

shop. Workshops were high wooden buildings to 

allow sufficient air flow to reduce the heat produced 

by the iron working. This may well have been a 

workshop used to make nails as thousands were 

needed for construction. 

 

Some of the archaeology was lost when St Loyes was 

constructed because the site was terraced. 

 

The plan of the site confirms Roman military 

occupation although the workshop has 

accommodation attached and looks like a villa. This 

http://newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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was for non-fighting troops. A large area around this 

building was void of any other construction so maybe 

the workshop presented a fire risk. 

 

There were further discoveries that threw doubt on 

whether this was actually a fort as no evidence of 

interval towers or road running around the internal 

defence ditch could be found. 

 

The inner ditch is described as a punic ditch – this 

has a very narrow base and if attackers did manage to 

get past the first defence ditch, they found themselves 

in the punic ditch where there was no room to move 

– this left them exposed to the defenders as well as 

possibly causing ankle injuries. 

 

A wooden tablet was found that shows this might 

have been a supply base between Topsham and the 

fort at Exeter – it might even have been a supply base 

for other Roman forts in the area. 

Lots of broken amphora shards were found and 

amphora were used for importing wine, olive oil and 

fish sauce. These are likely to have arrived by sea.     

No coins were found on the site. This is unusual as 

Roman military sites usually produce many coins.   

 

Robert Turner  

 

Golf Society  
 

Sunday 25
th

 January 

We had 13 golfers out today, all hoping a bit of 

exercise first would offset the feast that was waiting 

for later.    

  

 It was a day of shared scores as we had 3 players 

jointly winning with 18 points namely John Mann, 

Chris Harlow and Paul Richards. They also had a 

handicap cut of one shot each. We then had 4 players 

who shared being tail end charlies with 9 points. 

They were Nigel Austburger, Steve Gidley, Mike 

Shelton and Ken Galvin. Shortest Drive was a 2 foot 

effort by Steve Gidley on the 9
th
 tee. 

 

There were a few nominations for the Donna-y 

trophy today the winner was the dog that lives on the 

course. It decided that it wanted to play on the 9
th
 

green, so bounced on and picked up Ken Galvin’s 

ball and dropped it on the other side of the green, it 

then made it very difficult for Geoff, Andy and Paul 

to complete the hole, to the amusement of the rest of 

us watching. 

Following the golf we had our AGM. There were a 

few golfing matters dealt with, David Harlow was 

thanked for running the society and unanimously 

voted in to do another year. Then followed our 

annual port and cheese day where most of the golfers 

donate some food and a bottle of port that is enjoyed 

by the gathering. Particular thanks again to Sue, Mas 

and Lorraine and Amber for sorting it all out whilst 

we are playing golf.  

  
 

David Harlow was presented with his bottle of Port 

for being Golfer of the Year (2014) by John Mann. 

 

Sunday February 8
th

  

This was a glorious sunny day, but surprisingly we 

only had 7 players today  The winner was John Mann 

with 17 points, and after a “stewards enquiry” for 

handicap protection on the last two holes – again, he 

was cut 2.5 shots. Runner up was Jim Chappelle with 

16 points. Bringing up the rear (with the good excuse 

of not having played for a while due to illness) was 

Bob Hyde with 6 points 

 

 The shortest  drive looked like it was going to Bob 

Hyde for a 50 yard effort on the eighth, but Andy 

French just managed to out do it with one a couple of 

yards shorter. The Donna-y trophy went to Bob Hyde 

for his approach shot to the 4the green which landed 

on the ice on the pond, bounced twice and then 

instead of coming back on to the fairway found a 

melted hole and disappeared.  

 

The dates arranged for March are Sundays 8
th
 and 

22
nd 

 

It will be The 10
th
 Birthday of GSPOT’s on Good 

Friday 3
rd

 April. The other April date is Sunday 19
th
. 

 

 All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter 

Inn. 

G S Potter 
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A Dog’s Yarn 
 
As a butcher is shooing a dog from his shop, he sees 

£10 and a note in his mouth, reading: 

 "4 lamb chops please." 

 

Amazed, he takes the money, puts a bag of chops in 

the dog's mouth, and quickly closes the shop. 

 

He follows the dog and watches him wait for a green 

light, look both ways, and trot across the road to a 

bus-stop. The dog checks the timetable and sits on 

the bench. When a bus arrives, he walks around to 

the front and looks at the number, then boards the 

bus. The butcher follows, dumbstruck. 

 

As the bus travels out into the suburbs, the dog takes 

in the scenery. After a while he stands on his back 

paws to push the "stop" bell, then the butcher follows 

him off. 

 

The dog runs up to a house and drops his bag on  

the step. He goes back down the path, takes a big run 

and throws himself -Whap!- against the door. He 

does this again and again. 

 

No answer. So he jumps on a wall, walks around the 

garden, beats his head against a window, jumps off, 

and waits at the front door. 

 

A big chap opens it and starts cursing and shouting at 

the dog .The butcher runs up and screams at the man: 

 

"What are you doing? This dog's a genius!" The 

owner responds, "Genius, my foot !.........It's the 

second time this week he's forgotten his key!" 

 

 sent in by David Harlow 

 

 

Nature Notes 
 

I am one of those people for whom each season of 

the year starts on the first of the month so spring 

starts on 1
st
 March, summer on 1

st
 June, autumn on 1

st
 

September and winter 1
st
 December. I just love the 

thought of the arrival of spring and I guess the fact 

that I am a spring baby has something to do with it. I 

love to feel the first warm and sunny day of spring 

when you can feel the sun’s rays penetrate your body. 

I know you can have days like that in winter and in 

winter there are early signs of spring but when the 

first day of March arrives it sets me up for the rest of 

the glorious year. 

 

One such winter day that had those hints of spring 

was 1
st
 February which was cold with a strong wind. 

Ice was still on the surface of puddles. The sun shone 

lighting up fragrant gorse flowers upon which several 

ladybirds and flies were resting and encouraged 

many wood ants to emerge from their subterranean 

homes. This walk was in the woods at Newton St 

Cyres. I believe there are no wood ants to be found in 

woods around Thorverton.  

 

At this time of the year flower pollinators are more 

likely to be flies and perhaps the odd honey bee. I 

noted two honey bees in the garden in early February. 

You may have noticed that wild flowers in bloom in 

late winter tend to be green, white or yellow. These 

colours match the range of vision of flies. 

 

Two grey squirrels are regular visitors to our bird 

feeders and sometimes they are accompanied by 

another two squirrels. When our food supply has run 

out they scuttle around the corner to our neighbour 

Alan and wreck his bird feeders in the process of 

extracting peanuts and other goodies. The squirrels 

have taken up residence in a Norway spruce near the 

bottom of our garden. Here they have built at least 

two dreys high up among the evergreen foliage. 

These dreys are conveniently situated right next door 

to one of several oak trees growing from the hedge 

where the squirrels can access a most important food 

source of acorns. Along with other creatures such as 

dormice, the squirrels use the hedge to get from A to 

B. When the squirrels have filled themselves with 

peanuts, off they go along the hedge back down the 

garden. Towards the end of summer the squirrels will 

run along a wooden fence against which we planted 

some hazel bushes. Here they take the hazelnuts and 

sit in our large plant pots and crack open the nuts 

leaving a pile of shells behind. Young squirrels at 

first gnaw away at a hazelnut but once learned the 

squirrel cracks a hazelnut end to end, i.e. rounded end 

to tip so there is a horizontal split along the least 

point of resistance. Above is a picture of hazelnuts 

gathered from the garden. On the left are nuts opened 
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by squirrels from the bushes we planted, On the right 

are nuts gnawed through their side by Bank Voles. 

Note these nuts are smaller, gathered below bushes 

that grow out of the ancient hedge. The squirrels are 

rather amusing to watch and do a lot of tail shaking at 

each other. They are also prone to falling from their 

arboreal habitat especially when they are in a rush. 

Recently I found a tuft of squirrel tail fur in the 

garden and was about to bring it in the house when I 

noticed a tick lurking in it. The tuft of fur went 

straight back to where I found it. Grey squirrels give 

birth anytime from February to April and sometimes 

again in early autumn. 

 

On 31
st
 January I was looking through binoculars at 

the Fieldfares, Redwings and Starlings ground 

feeding in the field next door when something caught 

my eye. Two Roe deer, one with short velvet covered 

antlers came bounding across the field. They soon 

turned around and were last seen disappearing in the 

corner of the field by the barns at Ratcliffe Farm.  

 

During the cold spell in February along the lane from 

Rixaford Cross to Shute Cross where constant 

vehicle movement throws up water to freeze on the 

sides of the hedges a Buzzard was on the ground. It 

must have found something to eat because as I passed 

in the car so it did not move and we looked at each 

other eye to eye and I noticed the prominent patch of 

yellow on its curved beak.  

 

I spotted my first butterfly of the year in the garden 

on 9
th
 February, a Red Admiral. Elsewhere around 

the country Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Comma 

butterflies have been noted. 

 

On a walk around Northdown Wood on 15
th
 February 

Treecreeper and Great Spotted Woodpecker were 

seen. A six petal Primrose flower was also noted with 

a normal five petal one on the same plant. We also 

observed the phenomenon on this or a nearby plant 

the same time last year. On this walk we also came 

across some Jew’s Ear Fungus on a small decaying 

branch along the path. The name Jew’s Ear is said to 

be a corruption of Judas Iscariot who supposedly 

hung himself on an Elder tree. 

 

Has anyone found frog spawn yet? Despite keeping 

my nose to puddles and the like, I’ve not seen any on 

my travels.    

 

Jenny Garne  

01392 860875  

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

Mid Devon Local Plan Review 
 

The MDDC Local Plan review consultation is now 

on and continues until 30th March. The Local Plan 

Review will guide development in the district over 

the next 20 years and is reaching the final stages in 

its preparation and development. It aims to make sure 

that new homes, jobs and services required by 

communities are located in the most sustainable 

places. It will also help deliver the infrastructure, 

facilities and other development needed to make this 

possible.  If you wish to comment please see the 

MDDC website for details: 

http://www.middevon.gov.uk/localplanreview 

 

The Plan includes policies on residential 

development in rural areas.  In Thorverton, a site of 

0.7 hectares south of Broadlands is identified as 

potentially suitable for 12 houses with 30% 

affordable housing, subject to archaeological 

investigation; road widening; and footpath provision. 

 

The Plan also includes a policy on Protection of 

Local Green Space and recreational land and 

buildings, under which the Millennium Green in 

Thorverton is listed as a "Local Green Space".  Local 

Green Spaces are sites which are particularly 

important to local communities. They are afforded an 

equivalent level of protection as applied to Green 

Belts. 

 

Proposed Conservation Area 
Appraisal and Management Plan  

 

On Tuesday 10th February proposals for amendments 

to Thorverton's Conservation Area were presented at 

the Memorial Hall by Mid Devon District Council. 

 

Comments on the Plan (and there were many on the 

day) must be made in writing to MDDC at Phoenix 

House, Phoenix Lane, Tiverton EX16 6PP, on an 

individual basis. 

  

In order that I may follow progress of your comments 

in relation to the Conservation Area proposals, please 

copy me with your comments at 

bdeed@middevon.gov.uk or The Cider House, 

Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5PN. 

 

Bob Deed 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.middevon.gov.uk/localplanreview
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk


Focus on Thorverton 23 Vol. 46 No.3 – March 2015 

 

Proposed Conservation Area 
Appraisal and Management Plan 

 

With this daunting title comes a lavishly illustrated 

47-page document about Thorverton’s present and 

past that every resident of the village will want to 

see. 

 

Mid Devon District Council has produced an in-

depth look at what makes Thorverton special. A 

thumb-nail sketch of Thorverton’s history is followed 

by a copy of the Tithe Map from the 1840s and an 

Ordnance Survey map from the 1880s. Detailed maps 

and photographs of six areas of the village are 

provided (Silver Street, Jericho Street, Dinneford 

Street, School and Milford Lanes, Bullen Street, and 

Lynch Road with Dark Lane). Knowledgeable 

residents will notice errors, such as the labelling of 

some photographs. 

 

Under “Key Buildings and Architecture” 

Thorverton’s Bridge House, the cobbled foot-bridge 

over the Brook,, the leats and cobbled pavements and 

the many old shop windows now a feature of private 

homes are amongst the features listed and 

photographed. 

 

In an appendix “Monument List Report” is a list of 

archaeological sites and findings about the village 

includes round barrows, flint scatters, sections of 

Roman Road and the famous Dark Lane hand axe. A 

following appendix lists short description of all the 

listed buildings in the village. 

 

The many maps and excellent coloured photographs 

form a superb record. The report must have taken 

Mid Devon District Council much time and money to 

prepare. 

 

For those with access to a computer, the PDF 

document can be downloaded by going to 

http://www.middevon.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1

0806 and clicking on “Proposed conservation area 

appraisal and management plan.” The free 

document can then be studied, downloaded or printed 

at leisure. 

 

For those without a computer, the best options are 

probably: 1. Talk to a neighbour who has a computer, 

2. Consult the copy available for inspection at the 

Tiverton and Crediton Mid Devon Council Offices 

during normal opening hours, 3. Telephone 01884 

234341 and ask Catherine Marlow, Conservation 

Officer, to send you a copy. I bought a copy at the 

meeting on 10
th
 February in Thorverton’s Memorial 

Hall for £2.00. Postage would be extra. 

 

The purpose of this fine document is to elicit our 

opinions about proposed changes in the boundaries of 

Thorverton’s Conservation Area. The present 

boundary was established in 1973. The proposed 

changes are to reduce the Conservation Area in six 

areas, dominantly to the NE of Dinneford Street and 

NE of Silver Street. Small increases in the 

Conservation Area are proposed for the area of the 

quarry car park, and the school/playground/The 

Lodge area to the west of School lane. The changes 

are summarized in the adjacent plan drawing that I 

base on the Map on Page 5 of the Management Plan 

document. 

 

The stated reasons for the revision of the 

Conservation Area appear on page 2 of the 

document. They are: 1. understand what it is that 

should be protected or enhanced; 2. formulate 

effective policies; 3. make sensible planning 

decisions; 4. be able to justify the designation when 

making planning decisions and at appeal; 5. help 

residents, traders, council members, potential 

investors and other interested parties to understand 

the background to designation; 6. help potential 

developers to formulate their applications.  

 

Residents of the village, and those concerned about 

it, are invited to send their opinions about the 

changes to Mid Devon District Council before 30
th
 

March. These can be sent by email to 

planningconsultations@middevon.gov.uk or by post 

to Thorverton Conservation Area Consultation, 

Forward Planning and Conservation, Phoenix House, 

Phoenix Lane, Tiverton, Devon EX6 6PP. 

Correspondents may wish to print the Questionnaire 

form available on the above web page by clicking on 

“Questionnaire (to help format your comments).” 

 

Thorverton residents will enjoy seeing this 

beautifully illustrated record of our village. Anyone 

concerned about its conservation and, more 

importantly, the reasons behind proposed changes 

will find it, in addition, an essential guide. 

 

Mike Stannard 

 
Mike’s illustrative map is on the following page - Ed

http://www.middevon.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=10806
http://www.middevon.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=10806
mailto:planningconsultations@middevon.gov.uk
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Elections on May 7
th
  

  

Are you registered on the MDDC Electoral Roll? 

  

Would you like a Postal Vote? 

  

If you have not registered to vote on May 7th 2015 or 

would like a Postal Vote please contact by email to: 

elections@middevon.gov.uk or by telephone on: 

01884 255255 and have your NI number to hand. 

  

Closing date for registration is 20th April 2015 but I 

would urge you to register as soon as possible. 

 

Bob Deed 

 

Under National Legislation, the Electoral Roll has 

undergone a complete update over the last few 

months and the names of some people may not have 

been automatically retained on the Roll. It is a 

fundamental right (generally) for people to vote in 

UK Elections and I hope that they would exercise 

that right. 

It is not mandatory for people to vote but it would be 

sad if anybody were to turn up at a Polling Station on 

the 7th May and find that they were not on the 

Electoral Roll – Ed. 

 

 

The Garden in  March 
 

March, April, May and June are the four months of 

the year that the gardener will be busiest, especially 

those who like to grow their own vegetables or 

annual plants.  March will give you a little breather if 

the weather remains on the cool side but look out if 

you get behind.  So with this in mind, Neville, let’s 

check off some of the jobs which need to be finished 

this month … if possible. 

 

When opportunity arrives, get out to clear up areas 

not cleared before winter.  Flower borders especially 

need a bit of attention now.  As always, stop and look 

carefully at your border and mentally work out an 

mailto:elections@middevon.gov.uk
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order of importance.  Taking the time you have 

available into consideration, chose a job you have a 

good chance of finishing. I always find it satisfying 

to have something decent to look at at the end of a 

session.  If the job is too big to finish in one session, 

e.g. clearance of weeds etc, I always try to finish a 

small section properly to show myself what I am 

aiming towards; it helps to get me back out in the 

garden to finish it off. The other thing to remember is 

that, once an area is cleared and dug over, you do not 

want to be treading on that ground again so get to the 

back of a border first even if you have to step over 

the rest of the border to reach it. Don’t forget to look 

out for bulbs and herbaceous plants starting to grow 

and always make sure that you dig over where you 

have been stepping; the ground will be compacted at 

these spots. 

 

Roses should be pruned this month.  A general rule is 

to remove dead, diseased and damaged growth back 

to healthy wood.  For bush roses, floribunda roses, 

hybrid tea roses prune back to 3 to 5 buds from the 

base. Always chose an outward facing bud as this 

will encourage airflow through the centre of the 

plant.  This pruning will also encourage strong, 

healthy new growth.  Clear the area around the roses 

of all trimmings and garden detritus. Roses like space 

and need feeding so give a generous amount of well-

rotted manure or garden compost to help the plant 

grow vigorously.  Modern shrub roses vary in height 

considerably, each plant taken individually.  The 

general aim is to remove enough growth for the plant 

to develop well and produce some healthy new wood.  

The position of the plant will also have to be taken 

into consideration and how much room it is allowed.  

Prune for quantity of blooms, just tip the shoots.  For 

larger blooms, prune more severely to about half the 

length of the shoots. 

 

Shrubs such as Buddleia davidii and Perovskia 

should be pruned hard back to a couple of buds on 

each shoot.  The flowers for this year will form on  

new growth from these buds and will be stong and 

vigorous.  If left unpruned they will develop at the 

tips of last years long stems and the whole plant 

becomes weakened and leggy.  Just keep a weather 

eye out for frost and prune in dry and above freezing 

temperatures. 

 

 During March, lawns can get quite a pounding from 

you doing garden jobs in borders before the grass has 

started to grow so take care to protect your lawn if 

you are working on an area and going off and on to a 

border.  Planks, even cardboard, will help to 

distribute your weight if the grass is showing signs of 

wear.  Rake off any leaves and twigs and excess 

moss.  If your grass is looking tired, spread a spring 

fertilizer over it but read the instructions carefully. 

Some fertilizers kill weeds as well as feed the lawn 

but extra care needs to be taken with these as they are 

very strong and too much can burn your lawn.  If 

later this month your grass is ready for the first cut, 

don’t forget to heighten the blades so that you tip the 

grass. This will encourage it to thicken up without 

weakening it.  Move to the lower level when the 

grass is growing vigorously.  With mowing in mind 

have a look at your mower early this month and, if in 

need of a clean from last years hard work (surely 

not!!), now is a good time to get it ready.  Don’t 

forget to take some WD40 with you! 

 

 Vegetable growers will be hard at work this month 

preparing beds for this season’s crops.  Well-rotted 

manure and compost will help all plots except the 

root crop plot.  Dig these beds over.  Onion sets can 

go in any time now. Onions like firm ground so if it’s 

dug over and appears too fluffy use a plank to walk 

on and the back of a rake to firm it down before 

planting your sets.  Don’t forget to push them down 

just out of sight of the birds.  Check regularly for bird 

disturbance and just push back into the ground if they 

are pulled up. Broad bean plants can go out this 

month and seeds sown outside when the soil warms 

up.  Potatoes can be planted but again keep a weather 

eye, not too cold or wet.  Dig the trench a spit deep 

and add slug pellets into the base of the trench, also 

some fertilizer; chicken pellets are good for this as 

they are easy to handle and will not burn your potato.  

As they take a little while to break down, your 

potatoes will have enough roots to take advantage of 

them at the right time. 

 

 Outside, parsnip seed should be sown as soon as 

possible, weather permitting.  Parsnips need a long 

growth period and are very hardy.  They will not 

appear that quickly so do not get apprehensive.  If 

nothing happens after 3 weeks, try again.  Parsnip 

seed quickly goes out of date so check your seed 

packet and buy some more if it’s past its sell by date.  

Some seeds will go beyond their dates but parsnips 

and carrots do not last long. 

 

 Seeds to be sown this month in polytunnel or glass 

house: peas, in pots; swedes, cauliflower, brussels all 

in modules; and parsley in a seed tray or pot. These 

seeds do not need underneath heat.  Protect the peas 

from mice! If you have a propagator you can bring on 

celery seed, celeriac, tomatoes and later in the month 

annual flowers.  All of these can be sown in pots and, 

when grown big enough, transferred to individual 

pots.  Remember to transfer carefully, holding the 

leaf and not the stem, and gradually adjust to a cooler 

temperature; do not over- water. 

 

 Well, Neville, that should give you plenty to tackle 

in your spare time!!! Don’t forget to stop for that cup 
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of coffee and admire all your hard work!                           

Happy Gardening. 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Recipe 
 
HEARTY  WINTER  VEGETABLE  SOUP [serves 

about 6] 

 

4oz approx. split English fava beans from Norfolk [to 

make this as local and seasonal as possible – 

available in the Greenhouse, Crediton Town Square] 

or use red lentils. Neither pulse will need soaking. 

1 large onion, 1medium potato, 2 medium carrots, a 

medium parsnip and any other root veg you have 

available [but not too much swede!] 

A little oil for frying to bring out the veg flavour, salt 

and pepper, a clove or two of garlic [optional]. A 

vegetable stock cube or similar. 

 

Chop up all the vegetables into small pieces and fry 

gently, with a little salt, for about 5 mins. Add hot 

water so that the vegetables are well covered and add 

all the other ingredients. Simmer until everything is 

tender, then mash it up a bit, adjust the seasoning and 

add more water if very thick. Simple! 

 

Sustainable Crediton 

 
School News 
 
Olly White is moving to France with his family. It is 

something that they have been considering for some 

time; Olly's wife is French and her parents have a 

business in France. They will be living in Normandy 

not far from Cherbourg. Mrs Sarah Jane Parkes who 

presently teaches at Rockbeare has been appointed to 

the post of Head of Teaching and Learning at 

Thorverton. Mrs Parkes will take up the post at the 

start of the Summer Term; in the interim Mrs Glynis 

Harris, Co-Executive Headteacher will act as Head of 

Teaching and Learning at Thorverton. 

 

Olly has been with us for 3 years. He has been an 

inspirational Head of Teaching and Learning, very 

popular and he has provided exactly the kind of 

leadership that the School required. He will be 

greatly missed. 

 

He is about to embark upon a change of career; he 

has been appointed head gardener at a privately 

owned chateau. The anticipation is that this will 

allow him to spend more time with his family, 

particularly his young daughter. 

 

Probably what impresses people most about Olly is 

his all-round ability. In addition to being very good at 

the data which all schools have to produce, he also 

made time for sport, music, art and outdoor 

education. 

 

 
Rainfall Record 
 
Some 106mm of rainfall was recorded by Gus 

Christianson in Silver Street in January, broadly in 

line with the January average over the past 12 years 

in Thorverton.  Although nothing like as wet as in 

2014, rainfall was recorded on each of the first 18 

days of the month, indeed there were only 4 

completely dry days.  

 

While it is hard to detect much of a pattern in the 

rainfall recordings over the past 12 years, it is 

noticeable that March, April, May and September 

have been on average the driest months of the year. 

November, January, October and December (in that 

order) have been the wettest. 

 

TARTS 
 
 
 
 
 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers 
and Trampers 

All walks meet opposite the church 

at 09.30, and are suitable for dogs unless otherwise 

stated. Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length 

and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details 

of each walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) 

will be displayed approximately a week before the 

walk in the Old Post Office Window and on the 

village notice board. If you would like to be included 

on the email list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or 

Graeme (860203). 

Caroline Prince 
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Short Walks in and Around Thorverton 
Walk 3 (Dunsaller and Yellowford) 

As with the other walks in this series, good boots are recommended. 

 

Start outside the Thorverton Arms and 

go along School Lane, past the school 

and up a small incline out of the village.  

Just over the brow, there is a footpath 

signposted to the right, over a stile 

(pictured right).  Take this path along the 

side of the field to the Upton Pyne road.  

Turn left along the road for about 20 

yards and then through the new gate on 

the right across the field towards Fair 

Oak.  Pass through the next gate and 

follow the path just to the left of Fair 

Oak tree.  At the end of the field cross 

the stile and turn left along the track. 

 

After about 50 yards the path comes in 

front of Dunsaller, which you can 

glimpse through the trees.  When I 

walked this in February there was a 

lovely carpet of snowdrops and cyclamen at this point (see photo below).   

 

There is a choice of routes here, but my 

advice would be that unless you have 

wellington boots or it has been an 

exceptionally dry spell, follow the left-

fork path making towards and then past 

a very large oak tree. Continue along 

the path, emerging onto a track and then 

onto the road near Berrisbridge House 

(pictured below with its new thatch). 

 

Turn left along the road to the sharp 

bend at Daynes, where you should take 

the track diagonally right.  Continue 

along this track towards Yellowford 

Farm until you reach the Brampford 

Speke road.  You now have a choice.  

The recommended route would have 

been to turn right along the road for a 

few yards and then left along the road 

towards Crosses, with splendid views across the Exe Valley, 

eventually coming down under the railway bridge and onto 

the main road between the old station and the cricket pitch 

(from where it is a trek up the road into the village).  

However, the road beyond Crosses is now closed following 

the land-slip, so you will need instead to turn left at the 

Brampford Speke road and make your way along the road 

past Rosepark and back into Thorverton. 

 

Neville Lane 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  
    Revd Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332.  douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org  
    Revd Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe. 841284. sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 
    Revd Dave Carrington, Assistant Curate. 841672. dave.carrington@netherexe.org 
    Mrs Laura Ford, Reader.  841753. laura.ford@netherexe.org  

    Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
      Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays, 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone: 02072197037.  By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 

5NU. 861228. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861228 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mr Olly White 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Marian Beresford 01363 866112 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
       Secretary: Annette Emanuel, Treasurer: Carol Pearn 860653. 

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street, 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill, 860663,  web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org
mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:dave.carrington@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairman: James Muirden, Vice Chairman: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: David Salter, 
Secretary: Sally Salter. For meetings and events contact Sally Salter on 01392 
841740.  

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                        Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Events Secretary/bookings: Jeff Grace, tel 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
                                            Website: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton  & Exe Valley Community Choir   Anne Vardy  01392 861184 amvardy@hotmail.com  
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Contact : Wendy Coles, 861283 
                  Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2015 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse and recycling   b) Brown bins  

(ie black sacks and black boxes) 

 March 9
th

 and 23
rd

    March 2
nd

, 16
th

 and 30
th

  

 April 8
th

 (Wed.) and 20
th

                                April14
th

 (Tues.) and 27
th

 
 

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 4.20pm. 

 

Next dates: March 12
th
  April 9

th
  May 7

th
   June 4

th
  

 

  

 

Flag Flying days in March 
1

st
 St David’s Day 

10
th
  Birthday of HRH The Earl of Wessex 

10
th
 Commonwealth Day 

17
th
  St Patrick’s Day 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2015 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

   

 

MARCH 

Mon 2
nd

  The Welcome Café opens in the WI Hut, 2.30 to 4.00 pm 

  Youth Group, WI Hut, 7.30-9.00pm 

Tues 3
rd

  WI meeting – Anthony Powell – Educational Music Quiz, WI Hut 2.30pm 

Wed 4
th
  Focus AGM, Baptist Church, 7.30pm 

Friday 6
th
  The Women’s World Day of Prayer. Baptist Church. 11.00 am followed by soup lunch. 

Sunday 8
th
  Farewell Service for Douglas Dettmer.  Thorverton Church, 11.00 am, followed by Bring & Share  

Buffet Lunch in the Thorverton Arms. 

Tues 17
th
 Memorial Hall AGM, Exeter Inn Skittle Alley, 7.45pm 

Wed 18
th 

  Ladies Group Meeting at 7.30. at Moss Bank School Lane 

Thurs 19
th
  Lettings Event, Upton Pyne Village Hall, any time from 3.00 to 7.00 pm. 

Thurs 19
th
  Arts Exchange,  Purpose, 25 The Glebe, 8.00 pm 

Fri 27
th
   History Society, Dr Mick Atkinson – The Industrial Archaeology of Dartmoor, 7.30pm WI Hut. 

Sat 28
th
  Easter Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sun 29
th
 “Open Church” at Thorverton Parish Church, 9.30-10.30am 

 

APRIL 

Tues 7
th
  WI meeting – Owls R Us – Live Birds, WI Hut 7.30pm 

Friday 24
th
  History Society, Dr Roger Smith, Devon Cyder, Whimple & Whiteways, 7.30pm WI Hut. 

Sat 25
th
  Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

 

MAY  

Tues 3
rd

  WI meeting – AGM and Resolution, WI Hut 7.30pm 

Tues 12
th
 to 45

th
 East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Parish Church 

Sat 16
th
  Tuesday to Friday from 10.00am to 8.30pm, Saturday from 10.00am to 4.30pm. 

Friday 22
nd

  History Society, Keith Badman, Discovery of South Australia – Part 2, 7.30pm WI Hut. 

 

 

JUNE 

Tues 2
nd

 WI Meeting Fursdon House; talk by Catriona Fursdon WI Hut 7.30pm 

Sat 27
th
  Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

 

JULY 

Tues 7
th
  WI Meeting  Waterways of Europe  WI Hut 7.30pm (To be confirmed) 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

