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Editorial 
 
Phew, it has been quite a busy month in our 

“sleepy” little village!  You will see reports and 

photos of the recent TADS production of five 

one-act plays (plus “Ernie”); the Cadbury Fun 

Run/Walk; the District Ploughing Match and 

Produce Show; the ordination of Hilary Dawson 

before an absolutely packed congregation in the 

Parish Church; and Thorverton artists exhibiting 

their work during Devon Open Studios, to name 

just a few.  The beautiful weather of the past few 

weeks has certainly helped.  I hope that you have 

been able to make the most of it too. 

 

I am sorry not to be able to bring definitive news 

on the next steps with the application for 

affordable housing, post office and shop.  I am 

sure that most readers will be aware that things 

have not stood still and that we may well have 

some good news to report very soon.  (Here is 

one editor firmly crossing his fingers and hoping 

for a positive conclusion to this.) 

 

 

 

 

I receive occasional articles from our young 

people – for example, Chris Jones’ account in 

this edition of his experience at the Edinburgh 

Festival this summer – but could happily 

accommodate other articles, so please don’t be 

shy.  And “young” can be given a very flexible 

definition in this context.  I would particularly 

like to print more articles reviewing arts events – 

plays, concerts etc.  It could look good on your 

CV to be able to say that you have provided 

reviews to your village magazine!   

 

For those who do already provide articles with 

such reliable regularity, thank you.  You are our 

backbone and without you Focus would be 

considerably poorer.   

 

Let us look forward to a continuation of a lovely 

autumn.  

 
Neville Lane, Editor

 

 

 

 

In this Focus 
 

 

Letters 2 Golf Society Players of Thorverton 20 

Thorverton Parish Council 4 Football Club 21 

Thorverton Memorial Hall News 5 Cadbury Charity Family Fun Run and Walk 21 

Notice Board 6 Sheldon News 21 

Parish Church Services and News 11 TCT and Post Office News  22 

Men’s Breakfasts 14 Thorverton Signs 22 

Fellowship Group 15 Ploughing Match 23 

Baptist Church 15 Thorverton artists on show 23 

Legal Eagle  16 Thorverton bellringers 24 

I Don’t Believe It! 17 Poetry 25 

Women’s Institute 18 Twenty-Five Years Ago 25 

Ladies’ Group 18 Thorverton at Work – Dine at The Bell 27 

Allotment News 18 The Garden in October 28 

Nature Notes 18 Edinburgh Festival 29 

Brampford Speke Garden Club News  19 Parish Information 30 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 19 Thorverton Organisations 31 



Focus on Thorverton 3 Vol. 40  No. 9 – October 2009 

 

Letters 
 

From Jeff and Beryl Grace of Moss Bank, 

School Lane 

 

Warmest thanks 

  

We would like to offer our warmest thanks for 

all the wonderful cards, messages, and visits 

received following Jeff's recent hospitalization. 

The fantastic support received from family, 

friends and neighbours has been so appreciated; 

and as many will have noticed, has been largely 

instrumental in Jeff's speedy progress towards 

recovery.  

  

We are so fortunate to be part of such a 

wonderful and caring community! 

 

 

    
From Brenda Bennett of Westleigh, Tiverton  

 

In the November 2007 edition of your magazine, 

there was a very intersting article written by Mr 

Ian Stoyle on Thorverton's War Memorial with 

some information on all the people named on it. 

One of those is my great uncle, Harry Coren who 

is buried in the churchyard. Mr Stoyle wrote that 

the cause of his death was not known but as I 

now have a copy of Harry's death certificate. I 

can update this important memorial record. 

  

Harry Coren died on 9th March 1915 at his home 

in Jericho Street and the cause of death is listed 

as follows:- 

  

1. Influenza 

2. Pneumonia 

3. Syncope 

  

This was certified by Josiah Beddow, the village 

G.P. whose son, Cecil Beddow is also named on 

the Memorial. 

  

Finally, I'd just like to say that I think your 

magazine is very interesting and informative and 

reflects what is clearly a close and active 

community.  

  

[Thank you for this information and for your 

kind words – Ed] 

From Dorothy Folland of The Forge, Dinneford 

Street 

 

A cheque for £728.75 has been sent to 

Children’s Hospice South West in memory of 

Herbert Joshua Folland.  The family offer their 

sincere thanks for the generous donations. 

 

 

 

From John Spivey of Dinneford Spring 

 

Following the recent meeting (19 August) of the 

Mid Devon Planning Committee at which the 

application for a new shop/PO in the Quarry car 

park and the Court Barton Development were 

rejected, I would like to put some of my own 

personal thoughts into the public domain. 

 

Thorverton Parish Council has been attempting 

firstly to find a suitable site for extra Affordable 

Housing in the village and secondly to cooperate 

with all relevant parties to gain planning 

permission for a suitable development. This has 

involved up to 7 years of hard work by many 

people including the Parish Councillors, many 

others in the village and the Church 

Commissioners.   

 

For reasons of brevity I will not go into all the 

details of the application which largely depend 

on a very ‘odd’ way of drawing up the 

Settlement Boundary of the village and the 

District Council’s policy on rectifying this 

anomaly. What really concerns me is that the 

Planning Committee seems to exert absolutely 

no flexibility in the interpretation of its policies. 

These policies, we assume, were set up for the 

protection of a community from unwanted 

schemes. In the case where the large majority of 

the villagers are in favour of a scheme which will 

benefit the entire community, the Planning 

Committee should exert the flexibility to treat 

each case on its merits rather than blindly follow 

some ‘Policy’. If the Planning Committee is 

indeed forced to ‘follow the policy’ then what 

purpose does the committee serve?  All you 
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need, in that case, is one person to tick the right 

box on a form. 

 

I personally feel extraordinarily angry that 

democracy is suppressed in this apparently 

cavalier and unfeeling fashion. The Planning 

Committee members are only concerned with the 

issue for a few weeks or less; the communities 

involved have to live with their decisions all 

their lives. Extra housing and a permanent 

shop/post office are needed NOW, not x years in 

the future after the vague possibility of a line on 

a map being redrawn. 

 

I would like Mid Devon District Council (the 

Policy Makers) to answer just one question: 

“Why is our District Council Planning 

Committee not exerting the flexibility to take into 

account special local situations which could 

benefit the community?” This flexibility is 

recommended by the Matthew Taylor Report and 

endorsed by Government. 
 

 

[The planning application for affordable housing, 

the shop and Post Office is also covered in the report 

of the Parish Council.  I hope to be able to report 

further in the next edition of Focus - Ed]  

 

 

 

 
 

The Reverend Douglas Dettmer and the Bishop of Crediton flank the Reverend Hilary Dawson after her ordination 

service in Thorverton Parish Church on 26
th
 September. 
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Thorverton Parish Council   
 
REPORT OF THE SEPTEMBER MEETING  
OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

 

 

 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING /VILLAGE SHOP/POST OFFICE 
The Chairman reported that the Planning Application made by the Church Commissioners had been refused by the 

Planning Committee of Mid Devon District Council.  Dame Margaret stated that the Chairman of the Planning 

Committee had begun the meeting by instructing the Committee to abide by the Development Plan’s presumption 

against building outside the settlement line.  However, he left out the caveat “unless material considerably 

indicated otherwise”.  In addition the Planning Officers’ report, published only days before the meeting, contained 

objections to minor design details, which meant that the application should automatically be turned down.  These 

objections had been raised without any communication with the Church Commissioners, despite their continual 

efforts prior to this to revise the plans according to any design concerns from the Planning Department.  As a result 

of the Chairman’s instructions and the Planning Officers’ objections, there was no discussion of local residents’ 

wishes as proved by the Housing Survey and Parish Plan etc – the whole process and all the work of the last three 

years was therefore disregarded. 

 

The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from the Church Commissioners which stated that, in the light of 

MDDC’s opposition to any open market housing on the site, they had “resolved not to pursue development at 

Court Barton any further at this time.”  However, Dame Margaret felt that it was worth exploring re-submission 

within one year.  She felt it might be possible to persuade the Church Commissioners to reconsider, especially as 

there would be no further costs.  Cllr White proposed that Dame Margaret and D Cllr Deed continue their work 

and that at the appropriate time the Church Commissioners be asked to go to appeal.  This was seconded by Cllr 

Spivey and unanimously supported. 

PLANNING MATTERS  

Planning decisions noted: 

Ref: 09/00725/MFUL Erection of Shop/post office and 14 dwellings including access, garaging and parking.  Land 

and buildings at NGR 292867 101980 (Court Barton) Silver Street and Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road, Thorverton.  

Permission refused. 

 

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS 
• The Council was asked to consider signs indicating the location of the Shop and Post Office. 

• The Chairman and Vice Chairman will soon be carrying out repairs to the dam at the head of the 

watercourse.   

• The groundwork for the bus shelter had been carried out and it was agreed that a low retaining wall be 

built.  The bus shelter should be installed very soon. 

• The slide in the rec has been repaired thanks to Jeff Game of Capricorn Engineering. 

• Three vacant allotments have been let.  If you would like to go on the waiting list for an allotment, please 

contact the Clerk. 

 

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 13
th
 October 2009 at 7.30pm.  

An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed in the same place 

once they have been approved by Councillors. 

 
Kate West, Parish Clerk.  Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News 
 

 
 

 
Saturday Market 
 
The period from October to December is one of the 

busiest at the Market. Make sure you come along and 

check out the stalls. You may find just what you are 

looking for to give someone for Christmas. 

 

100 Club Draw Winner for September 

No 13 – Cindy Flatt 
 

Market Draw Winners for September were:  

Duck Dinner  Judith Penny 

Fruit Basket  Sue Harlow 

Chrysanthemum  Anne Wells 

Bucks Fizz  Anne Wells 

  

 

Curry Night 
 
The Curry Night is back again on Saturday 3

rd
 

October. You can come along to the Hall between 

8.00 and 10.00pm to eat in (reservations 

recommended as this is extremely popular). Your 

meal will be served to you in what we hope proves to 

be a convivial atmosphere. 

 

Alternatively you can collect a take-away or order a 

meal to be delivered between 6.00 and 8.00pm. 

Orders for delivery must be received by 8.00pm on 

Friday 2
nd

 October please. 

 

Choose from a Chicken, Lamb or Vegetarian curry 

with rice for just £5. There will also be deserts 

available.    

 

For more information or to book a meal or table 

please speak to Colin or Alison Marshall (861228) or 

Jean White (860827). 

 

50Fifty Auction 
 

We are hoping for a good supply of items for the 

50fifty Auction this year as we missed this event in 

2008. For those who have not come across this event 

before it is a fun evening when you can pick up just 

the thing you have been looking for (or not as the 

case may be!) for a very small price. Vendors do not 

make a fortune out of the sale and many generously 

donate items so the Hall gets the full sale price.  

 

The Hall will be open to receive sale items from 

6.00pm to 9.00pm on Thursday 22
nd

 and Friday 23
rd

 

October. We regret we cannot accept items on 

Saturday. We are able to collect some large items on 

Friday evening. Please speak to Jean or John White 

to arrange this. 

 

The Hall will be open on Saturday from 5.00pm for 

viewing and the Auction will commence at 6.00pm 

prompt. We regret we are unable to accept booked 

bids. 

 

If you want a fun night out book the date in your 

diary and come along to the hall on 24
th
 October. It is 

great fun! (There will be a Bar and Pasties as well!) 

 

 

 

 

 
  THORVERTON    

MEMORIAL HALL 

 

 SATURDAY MARKET 
 

                
 

Saturday 10th October 
 

 9.30 - 11.00am        
 

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg 

Books, Cards, Jewellery 

Jams/preserves, Plants 

Bric-a-brac, Cakes, Draw etc. 

 

 100 Club Draw  
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 
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Notice Board 
 

THORVERTON  
MEMORIAL HALL 

 

CURRY NIGHT 

 

Saturday 3
rd

 October 
 

Delivered/Take-away 

6.00-8.00pm 

(orders by Friday or call in) 

 

Eat In 8.00 – 10.00pm 

(pre-booking essential) 
 

Lamb/Chicken/Vegetarian £5 
(deserts also available) 

 

Full Bar Facilities 
 

Ring Jean on 860827 or  

Colin/Alison on 861228 

 
Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

  THORVERTON    
MEMORIAL HALL 

 
 

50Fifty Auction 

 

Saturday 24th October 

 

Viewing from 5.00p.m. 

 

Auction from 6.00p.m. 

 

Bar, Pasties & Pies 

 
Sale items to Hall Thurs. & Fri. evening  

 

Contact J. White - 860827 for more details 
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening.  

The meetings take place in members’ homes at 8.00 

p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

October 8
th
:  Animals, Pynes House 

November 12
th
:  Humour, Cubberley House 

December 9
th
:  Ending, Campion Cottage 

 

New members are always welcome. 

 

For further information contact Claire Cousins at 

Cubberley House, The Berry (860438) 

Saturday November 21st 

WI 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING TRIP 

(Open to all) 
 

To BATH 
Leave The Berry 9am Return 

from Bath at 5pm 

Price £12-50 
Some places of interest: 

The Abbey;  Royal Crescent;  Jane Austen 

Museum; Poultney Bridge and Weir; Roman 

Baths and Pump House;  Lovely Shops, 

cafeterias and quaint little streets 

 

Contact Sylv Gregory on 01392 860183 
 

Charity number 229868 

 

Sylv & Anne’s 
CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

WI Premises - 2-30pm to 4-45pm 

All welcome. 
 

We will be open every Monday (excluding Bank 

Holidays). Look forward to seeing you. J  
 

Charity number 229868 
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THORVERTON COOPERATIVE 

TRUST LIMITED 

 

Annual General Meeting 

 

WED OCT 7th 

7.30 pm    

THORVERTON  WI Hut  
 

Members please attend - show your support 

for Thorverton Post Office 

 

For further information about the meeting, 

to see copies of last year’s minutes in advance 

or to enquire about membership, 

please ring  860419 

 

 

TABLE-TOP SALE 
 at 

W I PREMISES 

on 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 17th 

 

10am to 11-45am 
 

£5 per table 
 

(Everybody who has a table will be responsible 

for removing unsold items) 

TEAS/COFFEE/BACON 
BUTTIES AND RAFFLE 

 

 

PRESSURE WASHERS FOR HIRE 

 

Cleans patios, decking, sheds, cars, driveways, 

tarmac surfaces, caravans, motorcycles, etc. 

 

£20/day   £30/weekend (£20 deposit req). 

 

Telephone: 01392 881256 
 

Come and enjoy a  

 

“Crafty Breakfast” 
and help raise funds for future 

improvements to Brampford Speke’s 

Village Hall 

 

 
 

Brampford Brampford Brampford Brampford Speke Village HallSpeke Village HallSpeke Village HallSpeke Village Hall    

Saturday, 31Saturday, 31Saturday, 31Saturday, 31
stststst
 October October October October    

9.30 9.30 9.30 9.30 –––– 11.30am 11.30am 11.30am 11.30am    

 

To book your table or for further information 

phone Sue Satchell 01392 841785 or Gwen Seale 

01392 841609 

 

Othello 
 

If you felt that you missed out on the touring theatre 

this year and the usual Shakespeare play on the 

Millennium Green, you might want to take the 

opportunity to see  

 

the Icarus Touring Theatre’s performance of Othello 

at 

 

the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre in Taunton 

 

on Monday 19
th

 October 
 

It has Thorverton interest in that Kate Colebrook is 

playing the part of Desdemona. 

 

If you are interested in tickets, the box office is 

01823 414141 or contact Lorraine or Peter 

Colebrook on 01392 861019. 
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The Exe Valley Wildlife Watch Group 

“Birds of Prey” 

on Saturday, 24th October  
 

Meet at The Exe Valley Tea Shop at 10.30am for 

art activities and information.  The meeting 

finishes at 12.30pm. 

 

For further details phone Sue Satchell on 841785 

 

Although our meetings are aimed at 8 – 12 year 

olds, parents and younger siblings are always 

welcome to stay. Please ensure that children 

wear suitable clothing and footwear for outdoor 

meetings. We welcome feedback on the 

suitability of activities for your children and will 

do whatever we can to make as many meetings 

as possible accessible to all.  

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 

THURSDAYS at 7.45 to 9 p.m. in church,  

October 1
st
, 15

th
, 29

th
 

November 5
th
, 26

th
 (Christmas 1) 

December 3
rd

 (Christmas II)  

December 10
th
 (Christmas III) 

December 17
th
 (Christmas IV) 

  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort Practices 

Mondays from 3:30 to 4:30 pm in school (except for 

the last one which is in Church) 

October 12
th
 

November 2
nd

, 23
rd

 

December 7
th
, 14

th
 (in Church) 

Carol Service: December 20
th
, 5pm 

 

 

Make a Joyful Noise - a Music Day for All 

 

Saturday October 10th 2009 from 10.30 - 5.00 

 

In and around Exeter Cathedral. 

 

A multi-choice workshop day with excellent national 

and local leaders covering a whole range of musical 

style including Choral, Gospel, Reflective, 

Instrumental, Liturgical, Music for Young People 

etc. 

 

For more details contact Andrew Maries  on 01884 

34389 or email: maries@keynotetrust.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn to Dance 
 

New beginners’ dancing classes 

 

Ballroom and Latin-American 

 

Starting Wednesday 7
th

 October, 7.30pm 

 

At Upton Pyne Village Hall 
 

Enquiries to Julie on 01392 213853 

 

Thorverton Parish Church 
 

Family Service 

 
 

 

Sunday 11 October – 10 am 
 

 

Pre-service activity for children at 9.45 

 

Stay for refreshments afterwards 
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Allotment Holders' Annual Meeting 

 

The Thorverton allotment holders' annual 

meeting will be held at 

 

The Exeter Inn (Skittle Alley) 

on  

Monday 12th October at 8.00pm 

 

The meeting will be an opportunity for both 

current allotment holders and anyone else 

interested in taking an allotment in future to 

discuss the running of the allotments, ask 

questions and make suggestions for 

improvements.  The allotment committee for the 

next twelve months will be elected at the 

meeting which will be followed by a "pot-luck" 

supper.  All those attending are asked to bring a 

plate of cold food to share.  

 

 

 

 

Listen here 
Dates for the Christian Listening courses 

previously publicised have now been fixed as: 

Just Listen! (the introductory course) – A choice 

for you of dates/times 

Evenings of Monday 2nd Nov. and 9th Nov., 

7.30 to 9.30 in Stoke Canon Church;  

OR 

Mornings of Tuesday 3rd Nov. and 10th Nov., 

10.30 to 12.30 at a location yet to be fixed 

(probably a private home suitably located for 

participants). 

Learning to Listen (a follow up course) -  

Wednesdays from 20th Jan. to 10th Feb. 2010, 

10.30 to 12.30 in Stoke Canon Church 

To sign up or get further information, please 

contact  

Carole Hossell (phone: 01392461279;   email: 

carole@hossell.f9.co.uk); or 

Geoff Saltmarsh (phone: 01392851202; email: 

geoffsaltmarsh294@btinternet.com). 

All are very welcome.  Come and enjoy it and 

polish up a useful skill at the same time. 
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EXETER CHAMBER CHOIR 
present 

“SONGS OF HOPE & CREATION” 
A new oratorio composed and conducted by 

ANDREW DALDORPH 
 

with EAST DEVON CHORAL SOCIETY and Orchestra 
Soloists, Amy Daldorph, soprano and Nicholas Yates, tenor. 

 

EXETER CATHEDRAL  

SATURDAY, 31ST OCTOBER 2009 at 7.30pm 
 

Songs of Hope and Creation, composed by Andrew Daldorph (organist at Newton St. Cyres church), is 

an amazing and beautiful piece in the style of a modern oratorio. It was premiered at Tiverton last year by 

the East Devon Choral Society to a standing ovation and rave reviews.   

It is a collection of anthems, songs and instrumental interludes inspired by questions of life, death and 

faith. It reflects the contrasting styles of music which are an integral part of the composer’s life and 

character.  The overall structure is of the seasons; the first half is set in summer and autumn – up to and 

including Christmas − and the second half, winter and spring, which concludes the passing of the year. 

Andrew is a conductor, organist and harpsichordist who loves classical music, plays a lot of jazz piano 

and enjoys all styles of music from the Renaissance through to funk, rock and pop. He set out to write 

something new which would bring many of these varied influences together; he sees them as very similar 

and feels that they can complement each other. So the piece employs many different styles (jazz, gospel, 

classical, plainchant, etc.) but achieves a continuity.  The text has been collected from a variety of 

sources, some traditional and some contemporary.   A small taster of the music, recorded recently by 

Exeter Chamber Choir, can be heard on      www.esnips.com/web/songsofhope&creation 

 

Exeter Chamber Choir has been directed by Andrew Daldorph since 2003. Under his guidance the choir 

has gone from strength to strength, performing at many venues in Devon, including Buckfast Abbey and 

Dartington Hall, and also at Exeter Cathedral. This concert will be the third time the choir has performed 

at the cathedral under his direction; previous highly−praised, sell−out performances were of Monteverdi’s 

Vespers and Bach’s B Minor Mass.   

 

Tickets are priced from £8 in the side aisles to £20 front nave and can be obtained from:  

 

Allison and Stephen Toogood at Not the Village Shop,  

Village Car Park, Thorverton: 01392 861118  

or from Exeter Tickets, Tourist Information Centre,  

Dix’s Field, Exeter EX1 1JJ. 

 

Early booking is recommended 
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Parish Church Services and News 

 
 

  OCTOBER 
 SERVICES & INFORMATION 
 
The Church of England welcomes you! 

 

 The Netherexe Parishes 
  A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

  www.netherexe.org 

 

OCTOBER 4 Trinity 17 [Dedication] 
09:00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Huxham HD & DD 
10:00 AM Holy Communion [C] with Children’s Group at Thorverton DD 
11:00 AM        Harvest Festival-Family Holy Communion [C]  at Newton St Cyres  HD & SM  
                       followed by Harvest Lunch in Parish Hall 
11:15 AM Harvest Festival-Holy Communion [T] at Cowley JB 
11:15 AM Harvest Festival-Service of the Word at Rewe  DD 
  Harvest Supper & Auction of produce Friday 9 October 6.30 pm Village Hall 
11.30 AM Harvest Festival-Family Holy Communion [C] at Upton Pyne SS followed by Harvest Lunch 
 5:00 PM Service with a Smile'  J  at Stoke Canon  For all ages 
 6:30 PM Harvest Festival- Service of the Word at Brampford Speke HD &  PW 
 6.30 PM Harvest Festival-Evening Prayer [BCP] at Poltimore DD  
  followed by Harvest Supper in the Village Hall 
  
OCTOBER  11  Trinity 18 [Proper 23]  
08:00 AM Holy Communion [BCP] at Newton St Cyres DD 
10:00 AM Holy Communion [C] & Baptism at Stoke Canon  DD  
10.00 AM Service of the Word at Upton Pyne Lay-led 
10:00 AM Family Service of the Word J at Thorverton  JD & Team 
11.15 AM Holy Communion [C] at Rewe HD 
12.00 NOON Baptism at Stoke Canon DD 
  6:30 PM Evening Prayer [BCP] at Cadbury DD 
  6:30 PM Evening Prayer [BCP] at Newton St Cyres HD  
   
OCTOBER 18  St Luke  
10.00 AM Service with a Smile' J  at Brampford Speke For all ages 
10:00 AM Service of the Word at Cadbury Lay-led 
10.00 AM  Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres DD 
10:00 AM Service of the Word at Poltimore  Lay-led 
10:00 AM Service of the Word at Stoke Canon Lay-led 
10.00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Thorverton HD 
11:15 AM Holy Communion [C]  at Upton Pyne DD 
 6:30 PM Harvest Festival & Evening Prayer [BCP] at Huxham  DD & HD 
 
OCTOBER 25  Trinity 20 [Proper 25] 
09:00 AM Holy Communion [T] at Brampford Speke DD 
10:00 AM Holy Communion [T] at Cadbury  HW 
10:00 AM Holy Communion  [T] at Cowley  JB 
10:00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Poltimore  CH 
11:00 AM Joint Morning Service at Thorverton Baptist Church [Baptist Officiant] 
11:15 AM Holy Communion [C] at Rewe DD 
 7:00  PM ‘From Beginning to End’  - Revelation  
  An evening of reflection-based on image, music, poetry and prayer.  
  At Stoke Canon Church-followed by light refreshments 
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NOVEMBER 1   All Saints 
09:00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Huxham HW 
09.00 AM Holy Communion [T] at Upton Pyne DD 
10.00 AM Family Holy Communion & Baptisms [C] at Newton St Cyres SM & HD 
10:00 AM Holy Communion [C] with Children’s Group at Thorverton DD 
11:15 AM Holy Communion [T] at Cowley JB 
11:15 AM Service of the Word at Rewe  Lay-led 
 2.30 PM Worship Workshop for Young People aged 10 to 20+ at Stoke Canon Church,  
  a chance to design your own music [bring your own instruments], drama, visuals 
  with Andrew Maries.  Followed by - 
  5:00 PM Service with a Smile'  J  at Stoke Canon  Church For all ages 
  6:30 PM Evening Service at Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel HD 
  6.30 PM Evening Prayer [BCP] at Cadbury DD 
  6.30 PM Evening Prayer [BCP] at Poltimore Lay-led 
 
Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  
Everyone is welcome at all services!   
Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music 
 
‘Service with a Smile’ at Brampford Speke 
‘Service with a Smile’ at Stoke Canon 

 These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young children especially in mind.  
They are informal and contemporary in style, often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 
communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 
 
Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month in 
school term time 
Holy Communion (C) 
Traditional service in contemporary language (one hour) 
Holy Communion (T) 
Traditional service in traditional language (one hour) 
Holy Communion (BCP)  
Very traditional, quiet and reflective service from the Book of Common Prayer (45 minutes) 
Service of the Word (SW) 
Morning or Evening Service (without communion) in contemporary language, often lay-led 
Morning Prayer (BCP) 
Traditional Morning Service (Mattins) from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour) 
Evening Prayer or Choral Evensong (BCP) 
Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour) 
 
Daily Services   Usual pattern  
   
Monday 09:00 Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 
  18:00 Evening Prayer at Rewe   

Wednesday 09:00 Morning Prayer at Thorverton   

Thursday 09:00 Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
  17:00 Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres   

Friday  09:00 Morning Prayer at Thorverton   

Saturday 09:00 Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
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Midweek Holy Communion will be celebrated at Thorverton at 09.30 am on the following Wednesdays 14 
October, 11 November.   
 
All are welcome 
 
Who's Who:- 
DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge 01392 860332 
SS  = The Rev Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister.   01392 841284 
HD = The Rev Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate      01392 841928 
 
JB  = The Rev John Benton 
BB  = Mrs Bridget Boxall 
DB  = Mr David Boxall 
AB  = Mrs Annabel Branney 
CC  = Mr Chris Cook 
JC  = Mrs Jane Cook 
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen 
CH  = The Rev Chris Hughes 

GK  = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner 
JM  = Preb John Mapson 
DP  = Mr David Perrott 
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn 
SM = The Rev Sue Martin 
GMS  = Geoffrey Saltmarsh 
VC = Mrs Veronica Clarke 
VM = Mrs Valerie Mills 

MJ  = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones 
JS  = Mr John Sandford 
GS  = Mr Guy Sheppard 
AS  = The Rev Alan Simmonds 
PW = The Rev Peter Webb 
HW = The Rev Harold Whitty 
JH = Mrs Jenny Hanson 
GP = Mrs Gerda Perrott

 
Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org 
or speak to Mrs Linda Dalton, Administration Manager 07594 714590 (Monday – Wednesday) 
 
 
 
Would you like a lift to church? 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to 
Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 
860780.  To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton on the dates listed 
above, please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on (01392) 861173 
 
 
 

 

 

From the Parish Registers   To mid-September 

Baptisms       Finlay James Willson [23 August at Brampford Speke] 

 

Marriages    Neil Bannister & Paula Webber  (29 August at Brampford Speke)    

                 William & Debbie Ashmore ( 5 September at Newton St Cyres Service of Prayer & 
Dedication) 

                 Robin & Lucy Deitch (12 September at Netherexe                 Service of Prayer & 
Dedication) 

Jonathan Hill & Susanna Morgan [12 September at Upton Pyne] 

 

Funerals       Richard Jamieson [9 August burial of ashes at Stoke Canon] 

                     Frederick Peach  (27 August burial at Newton St Cyres) 

                     Patrick Mcinerney  (10 September at Cadbury) 

                        Grace Morrison  (15 September at Brampford Speke) 
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Letter from the Reverend Douglas 

Dettmer 

 

An eminent sociologist published a book a few years 

ago entitled The Myth of the Empty Church.  The 

‘empty’ church to which the title refers is the church 

building in the typical English community, which has  

room to seat parishioners in their dozens or 

hundreds, but which on the average Sunday morning 

these days appears almost empty because most of the 

seats are not taken.  The ‘myth’ is the idea that these 

churches, built and enlarged to hold either the whole 

population of the parish or a substantial portion of it, 

were once full.  Careful, detailed research indicates 

that apart from major special occasions, they rarely if 

ever were.  As a newly ordained priest in another 

part of Devon, I remember hearing the recollections 

of some older members of the community who firmly 

held that ‘on Sundays in this church, to get a seat at 

6.30 Evensong you had to arrive by 6 o’clock.’  

Statistical analysis suggests that sometimes, such 

memories may have been recalled through rose-tinted 

spectacles! 

 

Nevertheless, it is true that average attendance 

figures for Sunday services are not what they were, 

although that is due to changing patterns of 

churchgoing and not only to changes in the number 

of people attending services on the average Sunday.  

As social customs – and particularly the nature of the 

English Sunday – have changed, there has been a 

corresponding increase in the proportion of people 

identifying with the Christian faith and feeling a link 

with their local church who participate in church 

worship occasionally or regularly, but not necessarily 

every Sunday (and in some cases on a day of the 

week other than Sunday), while the number of 

people coming to church week by week and hardly 

ever missing a Sunday service is indeed smaller than 

it once was.   

 

The supposedly declining attendance figures mask a 

real continuing buoyancy in many parts of England 

in the numbers of individuals who in one way or 

another are in touch with worship in their local 

church, and my experience in the Netherexe parishes 

certainly bears this out.  Statisticians are finding 

more effective ways of measuring the true numbers 

of people who make their way through the doors of 

our churches in the course of a month or year, which 

is much higher than the average Sunday attendance 

figures would suggest. 

 

Yet I find that what one might call the ‘all-or-

nothing’ approach to churchgoing seems to persist, 

particularly among those who haven’t been to church 

for a while.  It is the idea that one must either go to 

church every Sunday, or not at all.  Every Sunday 

feels like too much, so it has to be never.  And when 

one has ceased to attend, it can be much harder to 

feel comfortable walking through those doors again. 

 

Our local churches are there for everyone; they 

belong to all.  They have made great improvements 

over the past few years in providing a diverse range 

of worship styles suitable for different ages, 

preferences and tastes – traditional and 

contemporary, formal and informal.  When people in 

communities whose personal identity includes a 

sense of connection with the Christian faith – and 

what each of us means by that can be very diverse – 

choose to participate in the worship of their local 

church, that is good for them and good for 

communities.  (I would say that, wouldn’t I!  But it is 

indeed my personal experience.)  That is why all our 

local churches have high on their agenda the task of 

continuing to make church life and worship more 

accessible to everyone who would like to walk 

through that door and join in.  The more frequently, 

the better?  Perhaps.  But in the experience of many, 

regularity is even more important than frequency.  

And the first step back is the most important step of 

all. 

 

The Netherexe parishes are joining a national 

movement in designating October as Back-to-Church 

Month.  Many of our individual parish churches have 

designated a Back-to-Church Sunday or Servant 

Sunday.  In the words of a great modern hymn about 

the church as God wants it to be, ‘All are welcome in 

this place.’  Our church communities long for those 

words to be felt as true for all who come in, whatever 

the occasion, especially those who haven’t walked 

through the door for a while.  And where, for 

whatever reason, it has been hard to take that step 

back in, your church wants to learn about what needs 

to be done to make those words ring true for 

everyone, to the glory of God. 

 

With my best wishes, 

 

Douglas 

 
Men’s Breakfasts 
 

Many people have been asking whether the Men’s 

Breakfasts will continue and the answer is a definite 
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yes.  Following Garfield Alford’s unexpected fatal 

illness, there have been quite a few vacuums created 

by his departure in various community activities and 

the Men’s Breakfasts is one of these.   

 

Garfield was instrumental in starting these five years 

ago and has been the person who has ensured that 

they happen up to now.   Those of us who have been 

assisting are determined to continue these and we are 

encouraged that so many of you have been cajoling 

us to do just that. 

 

There have been various suggestions about renaming 

the breakfasts in memory of Garfield or perhaps 

holding a special breakfast to remember him, but we 

hope that we have taken the right decision to 

continue as we were because we feel that Garfield 

did not want our energies devoted to him and would 

rather that we focused our work for Our Lord.  That 

all being said, we cannot ignore his input into these 

and we will have short time to remember Garfield at 

the start of the first breakfast in this series. 

 

The breakfasts will continue to be held upstairs at 

Rewe Parish Hall, 8.30am on the following 

Saturdays – 31 October 31, 28 November,  30 

January , 27 March  & 29 May.  David Boxall is to 

chair these and he will try to contact all those he 

knows who have attended in the past, but it may be 

that someone gets omitted, so do please get in touch 

with him if you think you might have been forgotten.   

 

We always welcome new men from any of these 

parishes.  If you would like to come to any of them 

please do contact David Boxall as well; we do need 

numbers in advance for catering.  The breakfast costs 

£3 and consists of porridge & / or fruit juice, full 

cooked breakfast with tea / coffee and toast followed 

by a speaker, we finish by 10am.   

 

For any queries and to book your place – David 

Boxall 841355   cdboxuk@aol.com 

 

 David Boxall, Gordon Chanter, John Dallen, 

Richard Dawson, David Perrott & Guy Sheppard   

 

 
Fellowship Group  

For the rest of 2009, we shall be studying the 

Sacraments: 

 

Thursday 1 October, 

Thursday 5 November 

Thursday 3 December 

 

7.30pm at Autumn Haze, Rewe 

These meetings are open to anyone and everyone.  

Each session stands on its own.  Come to as many or 

as few as you wish.  All are most welcome.   

 

Further details from Sue or Guy Sheppard on 

841284. 
 

 

 
 

Baptist Church 
 

Jesus said - in John Chapter 4 – “Four more months 

and then the Harvest”.  “But I tell you, take a good 

look at the fields; the crops are now ripe and ready to 

be harvested. The man who reaps the harvest is being 

paid and gathers the crops for Eternal life; so the 

man who sows and the man who reaps will be glad 

together.” 

 

At this time of year, Harvest Thanksgiving Services 

have been held in many Churches. So at this time of 

the gathering of the harvests, if we feel that all these 

things in nature that keep us alive are gifts from God, 

then gratitude to God seems easy and so natural. 

 

“For the beauty of the earth, 

For the beauty of the skies 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This our grateful hymn of praise.” 

 

 

 

 

 

The following quote from Harvest Festival Sermons 

recorded in the October 1974 issue of Focus is still 

appropriate today: 

 

“When a farmer told a Friar that he had nothing to 

thank God for, the Friar collected 1460 plates, which 

he then distributed all over the farmers house. When 

the farmer asked what it meant, the Friar told him 

that they represented the number of meals he had had 

during the year—365 breakfasts, dinners and 

suppers—and yet he had said that he had nothing to 

be thankful for.  The farmer said that he would never 

say such a thing again”. 

 



Focus on Thorverton 3 Vol. 40  No. 9 – October 2009 

 

We should all remember to say Grace before having 

a meal—just four words: 

Thank you, Good Lord.  

 

Perhaps in these days when it is so easy to feel cast 

down with all the sad news on our screens and 

newspapers, and the thoughts of winter approaching, 

it is not so easy to be as grateful as we should be, and 

gratitude must come from within. 

The chief reality of the present time is that half of the 

world is hungry and thirsty, and yet we have more 

than is needed. 

 

Harvest festival would have achieved a purpose if it 

made us realise that without God, man can achieve 

nothing—God has provided for our Spiritual Hunger 

in the Communion Service. Jesus said: “I am the 

Bread of Life: he that cometh to Me shall never go 

hungry, and he that believeth in Me shall never 

thirst.” 

 

And as Psalm 65 says: 

 

“What a rich harvest, your goodness provides! 

Wherever you go there is plenty. 

The pastures are filled with flocks, 

The hillsides are full of joy. 

The fields are covered with sheep 

The valleys are full of wheat. 

Everything shouts and sings for joy.” 

 

‘Thank you Good Lord’ 

 

The Baptist Church members and friends were very 

grateful for help received over the harvest weekend 

and for gifts of tins and packets (instead of fruit and 

vegetables)which is this year being given to “Chat” 

the charity at Tiverton that finds accommodation and 

food, for those who are homeless and hungry. 

 

We would also like to welcome anyone to any of our 

services, on Sunday mornings at 11-00am.       

 

Phyllis Langdon, Church Secretary

 
 

Legal Eagle 
 

This month we turn our attention to the remaining 

requirements of Section 9 of the Wills Act 1837. 

 

The testator must make, or acknowledge, his 

signature in the presence of two witnesses who are 

present at the same time. 

 

A signature is made in the presence of witnesses, if 

they see the testator in the act of signing or if it is 

established that they were in such a position that they 

could have seen had they been looking. 

 

An acknowledgement may be express or implied. 

The testator is saying, in effect, ‘This is my 

signature’. The witnesses are attesting to the fact of 

the testator’s signature. As a consequence, they must 

see the signature or at least have an opportunity of 

doing so. If the signature is covered up there is, 

therefore, no valid acknowledgement. 

 

The acknowledgement must be made to two or more 

witnesses present at the same time. It is not, 

therefore, a valid acknowledgement if it is made by 

the testator to each witness in the absence of the 

other. 

 

In neither case is there a requirement for the 

witnesses to know that the document is a will. It is, 

however, advisable for them to know as they may be 

required at a later date to provide evidence of due 

execution. 

 

Following the signing or acknowledgement by the 

testator, section 9 requires that each witness attests 

and signs the will or acknowledges his signature in 

the presence of the testator. It is not essential that 

they should sign in each other’s presence. 

 

The signatures of the witnesses must ‘attest’ the will. 

This means that the signature must be placed on the 

will with the intention of validating the testator’s 

signature. The signatures may appear anywhere on 

the will but most commonly they are to be found just 

below the signature of the testator. 

 

No particular rules are laid down as to who may act 

as a witness. The only requirement is whether they 

were capable of attesting at the time when they 

signed. It is, of course, not possible for a blind 

person to act as a witness since he does not have the 

opportunity to see the signature of the testator. 

Someone who is drunk or of unsound mind would 

not be capable of acting as a witness as they would 

be unable to comprehend what was taking place. 

Similarly a very young child would not be capable of 

understanding the significance of what he was doing. 

 

A beneficiary of the will or a beneficiary’s spouse or 

civil partner should not be chosen since, although his 
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signature is valid, he will usually lose his legacy if he 

witnesses – section 15 Wills Act 1837.  

 

S9(d)(ii) Wills Act 1837 states that no form of 

attestation will be necessary. Professionally drawn 

wills do contain an attestation clause, which recites 

that the required formalities for the execution of a 

will have been complied with. 

Where an attestation clause is included it is generally 

worded as follows:- 

 

 Signed by the above-named [testator’s 

name] as his last will in the presence of us present at 

the same time who at his request and in his presence 

and in the presence of each other have hereunto 

subscribed our names as witnesses 

 

The inclusion of an attestation clause is highly 

desirable as it gives rise to a presumption of due 

execution of the will and in consequence, facilitates 

the obtaining of a grant of probate. 

 

In the absence of an attestation clause the Registrar 

may require evidence of due execution from the 

witnesses (or one of them ) or if this is not possible, 

from some other person who was present at the time 

when the will was executed. 

 

Next month we shall be looking at ‘privileged’ wills. 

 

Clive Hamblin     

I Don’t Believe It! 
 

Having recently expressed my astonishment at 

being able to buy 10 high efficiency compact 

fluorescent lamps for £1 I was quickly told that a 

Tiverton supermarket was selling 5 for 50p. 

They will be paying us soon! 

 

Whilst Home Office security guidance sensibly 

advises us to cancel our milk and newspapers 

before going on holiday we still need to rely on 

neighbours to rescue our copy of Yellow Pages 

from the doorstep. One week after delivery I 

noticed several homeless copies – in which case 

so could a burglar. 

 

Recent government proposals to give us wider 

choice of GP practices seem of doubtful merit – 

perhaps we are fortunate in this part of the 

country! 

 

I have sympathy with patients receiving a poor 

service and there are, no doubt, some practices 

relying on a captive market. However, the 

thought of potentially thousands of unhappy 

patients crisscrossing the UK for appointments 

with their GP of choice, or of doctors spending 

extra hours behind the wheel visiting distant 

patients who cannot get to the surgery, will 

increase costs, traffic and carbon emissions. 

 

Whilst competition can often help drive better 

services or products and act as a constraint on 

prices, I frequently face too much choice. Do I 

really need to choose from over 50 electric irons 

or over 100 vacuum cleaners, in all colours of 

the rainbow?   

 

Recently the traffic news came too late to take 

avoiding action, so with hundreds of other 

motorists we queued for what seemed like hours 

in a traffic jam. With boredom setting in I 

noticed half the cars had sat-nav. Had we left 

home ten minutes later we may have been alerted 

in time to take an alternative route. Consulting 

my well used road atlas I would have found a 

picturesque route, discovering quaint out of the 

way places, whilst my fellow road users with 

their sat-navs would all have be given the same 

diversion, creating their own secondary 

congestion. Here the simple road atlas 

outperforms technology providing useful 

diversity and choice. 

 

If the BBC’s widespread advertising of Channel 

4 programmes doesn’t cement the takeover of C4 

by the BBC I shall be very surprised. Whatever 

happens, we shall have to endure escalating 

noise levels as commentators and match analysts 

insist on trying to talk above increasingly loud 

and intrusive stadium announcements, resulting 

in us hearing neither. 

 

Following close on the heels of Rugby’s debacle, 

Formula One has sunk to new dangerous depths 

whilst South African athletics struggles to retain 

its reputation.  I shall have to scrutinise owners, 

trainers, sponsors and “riders” with renewed 

vigour at the next ferret races. 
 

Commentator 



Focus on Thorverton 3 Vol. 40  No. 9 – October 2009 

 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

Our noses were set a twitching at our September 

meeting.  As we entered the hut for our meeting 

wonderful smelling aromas came drifting from the 

kitchen.  In a bid to know what was cooking the 

business was completed in record time. 

 

It transpired that the members had put their heads 

together and decided to cook a scrumptious chicken 

casserole complete with vegetables and potatoes.  

We were then tempted to various desserts - complete 

with cream or cheese and biscuits.  Naturally those 

with hollow legs were allowed both!! 

 

I would like to thank all the ladies for their hard 

work and a very enjoyable evening. 

 

My thanks also go to the ladies who provided the 

various quizzes and kept us surprised at what we did 

and didn’t know. 

 

Mary Stevens won Flower of The Month while 

Paddy Milford won the competition for making the 

most words out of the word Jerusalem. 

 

  
Sylv Gregory 

 

Charity Number 229868 

 

 
 
Ladies Group 
 

The next meeting of the Ladies Group – our Birthday 

party - will be as usual on the second Thursday of 

October, which is the 8
th
 October. It is hoped that this 

will be hosted by Julia at 3 The Glebe, and at the 

usual time of 7-30pm, but at the time of this going to 

print, Julia cannot be contacted.  If there has to be 

any change of venue members will be notified.  Hope 

to see you there, also any other lady who would like 

to join us, we meet on the second Thursday of each 

month from October to May, and new ladies would 

be most welcome.       
 

 
Allotment News 
 

First, thanks to John Redler, Thorverton’s own Hugh 

Fearnley-Whittingstall, for organising and being 

chief chef at our recent barbecue.  Lovely weather 

and lots of salads made from home- grown 

ingredients – as well as the burgers and sausages and 

good company. 

 

Secondly, don’t forget the AGM on 12 October at 

8pm in the Exeter Inn.  This is open to anyone with 

an allotment and also those who might like 

one…come  along  and get some more information . 

After a short meeting we will have what the 

Americans call a “pot luck” supper - everyone please 

bring a small plate of cold food whether sweet or 

savoury (need NOT be from the allotment!). 

 

Mary Ette 

 

 
Nature Notes 
 

Feeding Station Update. 

The male Great Spotted Woodpecker was 

conspicuously involved in rearing its young in May  

and June. Since then it has rarely visited the peanut 

feeder. A female visited regularly in June, July and 

the first part of August. A juvenile made several 

visits between 14
th
 and 17

th
 August. After moult 

between August and October it will assume its adult 

plumage. The last visit to our peanut feeder by any 

Great Spotted Woodpecker was 22
nd

 August and it 

was a female. 

 

Some local residents have told me they observe lots 

of Goldfinches in and around their garden whereas I 

normally have visits from one pair of Goldfinch and 

up to ten Greenfinch at any one time. Since putting 

out Niger seed the Goldfinch visits have swelled to 

up to ten at a time and in August included juveniles 

still being fed by their parents. 

 

The punk rocker greenfinch is still an occasional 

visitor to the peanut feeder. On 4
th
 September a 

Whitethroat landed in our Cherry tree looking 

curiously at the bird feeders. A Willow Warbler has 

been foraging on plants close to the house. I saw it 

fly up to some blackberries, catch quite a substantial 

fly and gobble it up.     

 

Fungi 

As early as July, Parasol mushrooms could be seen in 

the hedgerow in Raddon Lane. During the TARTS 

walk on 1
st
 August around East Prawle we picked 

mushrooms in the fields. We also came across a 

beautiful Rose Chafer beetle along the coast path and 
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a Portuguese man o’ war along the shoreline in one 

of the little bays. On the evening TARTS walk on 

25
th
 August at Holcombe Burnell we found an edible 

Cep fungus and a lovely red Sickener fungus and as 

its name suggests is poisonous. 

 

Grass Snake 

Rowie and I were invited to the allotment by Annette 

Mawson to look at a snake in her compost bin. As 

Annette lifted the lid Rowie, Annette, Rosemary 

Stoyle and I peered in to see not a snake but its 

complete shed skin. Annette had seen the snake only 

two days before. The snake skin is now on view in 

The Old Post Office window. 

 

Moths and Butterflies 

John White has had around 20 Humming-bird Hawk-

moths feeding from his beautiful floral display in his 

garden in Milford Lane. At The Glebe, Jane Lane 

counted about 20 Red Admiral butterflies feasting on 

fallen crab apples.  

 

The Month Ahead 

The ‘Biodynamic Sowing and Planting Calendar’ 

predicts that cold weather will set in at the end of 

October.         

 

Jenny Garne  

Brampford Speke Garden Club 
News  
 

By the time this goes to press we will have had our 

September talk “From BC to Alaska and Back” and 

our final one for the year will be on 19
th
 October 

called “Growing and Showing Vegetables.”  Our 

annual Garden Club dinner, always an enjoyable 

event, will be held on Friday 4
th
 December in the 

village hall at Upton Pyne.  This is open to non-

members and further details about this and our talks 

can be obtained from me on 861205. 

 

I am sure that all readers are familiar with the 

“Garden” article which appears in both Focus and 

Speke Up every month which has been written for 

nearly 20 years by Pat Brooks giving very useful 

advice and information for that particular time of the 

year.  After all her sterling work she would really 

like to hand the baton over to someone else so if 

anyone would be interested in taking over perhaps 

they could give me a ring.  

 

Ros Rowlerson 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers 
and Trampers 

 

 
Saturday 19

th
 September Jean led us on a wonderful 

walk along the Jurassic coastline, starting from 

Axmouth and walking towards Lyme Regis. The 

weather was perfect and we had some great views 

out over the estuary and then out to sea. We took a 

small path (by small path I mean too small to be seen 

with the naked eye) which headed down towards the 

beach. We scrambled over the remains of an old 

chimney and hacked our way through brambles 

secure in the knowledge that our leader had recced 

the walk only two weeks previously and lived. The 

final ascent to the shoreline was by way of hanging 

onto a rope and scrambling down the rock face, 

abseiling to give it it’s technical term!!  We stopped 

for a picnic lunch on the beach and it was soon 

apparent that the effort had been well worth it. There 

were some amazing fossils to be seen in the rocks, 

and better still we had the place all to ourselves. I 

would definitely recommend this one, but you will 

be hard pressed to find a TART who will tell you 

how to get there – we’re keeping this to ourselves! 

 

Future walks and events: 

 

Saturday 3
rd

 October 

Dartmoor walk led by Ray. 9 miles starting from 

Fernworthy Forest and taking in areas of the open 

moor including Sitaford Tor and Whitehorse Hill. 

Meet outside the Bell at 0930 and bring picnic lunch. 

 

Saturday 17
th

 October 

Shortish walk in the Dunsford area led by Jack. More 

details nearer the time. 

 

Saturday 31
st
 October 

Longer walk led by Caroline – more than likely 

Exmoor but more details to follow. 

 

Saturday 21
st
 November 

Medium length walk led by Simon and Mary 
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Saturday 12
th

 December 

Short walk led by Jean – working up an appetite for 

the Christmas meal! 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 January 

Long walk led by Pat and Ian, a chance to start the 

New Year with good intentions!! 

 

All walks meet outside The Bell at 09.30, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Walk 

details (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will 

be displayed approximately a week before the walk 

in the Old Post Office Window and on the village 

noticeboard.  

 

If you would like to be included on the email list 

contact Jean (861176) or Caroline (861002). 

 

Caroline Prince 

Golf Society Players of 
Thorverton 
 
A team of golfers from The Exeter took on a 

team from the Beer Engine at Newton St Cyres 

Golf in an attempt to wrest the trophy the latter 

won last time out. Five pairs from each side 

played four ball better ball match play with a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

point at stake in each match. Honours for the day 

were even with two and a half points each so the 

trophy remains with the Beer Engine for a while 

longer. The photograph shows landlord John 

Mann surrounded by his team who were most 

grateful for the skipper's generosity. 

 
GS Potter

  

 
Left to right, back: Geoff Bulley, Robin Tooze, Mark Cummins, Jeremy Woolven, Chris Harlow, Phil Oram, Phil 
Beasley, Ken Galvin. 
kneeling: John Mann, David Harlow. 
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Football Club 
Fixtures for the 2009/2010 season are reproduced 

below (the First Team plays in the Premier Division 

of the Devon and Exeter Football League, the 

Second Team plays in Division 5).  [I would very 

much welcome any match reports – Ed]. 

 

First Team: 

22 Aug Away TOPSHAM TOWN Loss 0-2 

26 Aug Away NEWTOWN Win 4-1 

29 Aug Home ST MARTINS Win 5-2 

05 Sep Away CLYST VALLEY Win 3-2 

19 Sep Home EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 Loss 4-6 

26 Sep Away OTTERTON   

10 Oct Away BUDLEIGH SALTERTON   

17 Oct Away ALPHINGTON   

31 Oct Home BUDLEIGH SALTERTON   

14 Nov Away UNIVERSITY   

28 Nov Home WELLINGTON TOWN   

12 Dec Home TOPSHAM TOWN   

19 Dec Away SIDMOUTH TOWN   

02 Jan Home NEWTOWN   

09 Jan Home HATHERLEIGH TOWN   

16 Jan Away ST MARTINS   

23 Jan Home HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED   

30 Jan Away EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008   

13 Feb Home CLYST VALLEY   

20 Feb Away FENITON   

27 Feb Home OTTERTON   

13 Mar Home ALPHINGTON   

20 Mar Away WELLINGTON TOWN   

27 Mar Home UNIVERSITY   

10 Apr Home WILLAND ROVERS   

17 Apr Away HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED   

28 Apr Away HATHERLEIGH TOWN   

01 May Home SIDMOUTH TOWN   

11 May Away WILLAND ROVERS   

 
     

Second Team: 

 

05 Sep Home SAMPFORD PEVERELL Win 2-1 

19 Sep Away EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 3rd Draw 2-2 

26 Sep Home BROADCLYST 2nd   

03 Oct Away FENITON 2nd   

17 Oct Home COLATON RALEIGH   

31 Oct Away CULLOMPTON RANGERS 2nd   

14 Nov Home HEMYOCK   

28 Nov Away BROADCLYST 2nd   

05 Dec Home DUNKESWELL ROVERS   

12 Dec Away WELLINGTON TOWN 2nd   

19 Dec Home LORDS XI   

02 Jan Away WOODBURY   

09 Jan Away WESTEXE ROVERS 2nd   

16 Jan Away LORDS XI   

23 Jan Away SAMPFORD PEVERELL   

30 Jan Home EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 3rd   

13 Feb Away BICKLEIGH   

20 Feb Home FENITON 2nd   

06 Mar Home CULLOMPTON RANGERS 2nd   

13 Mar Away COLATON RALEIGH   

27 Mar Away HEMYOCK   

03 Apr Home WELLINGTON TOWN 2nd   

10 Apr Away DUNKESWELL ROVERS   

17 Apr Home WESTEXE ROVERS 2nd   

24 Apr Home WOODBURY   

05 May Home BICKLEIGH   

 
Cadbury Charity Family Fun Run 
and Walk 

The Cadbury Charity Family Fun Run and Walk last 

month attracted over 150 people, raising more than 

£700 for Devon Crimebeat and Cadbury Church.  

First home was Tim Colebrook in 29 minutes 

followed by Gus Adamiw and Simon Rendell (your 

Editor took some 45 minutes, succeeding against his 

stated aim in last month’s Editorial). 

Sheldon News 
Friday Fringe at Sheldon 

The place to be on a Friday night if you think 

religion is too important to be taken seriously. 

7.45pm. Input, discussion, bar and sandwiches. 

Relaxed and friendly. Let us know you’re coming. £5 

- £7 appreciated towards expenses.  

 

9
th
 October. Dr Andrew Robinson speaking on “God 

& the World of Signs”. Our interpretations and mis-

interpretations of the signs that surround us make us 

who we are. Andrew, a local GP, is working on an 

international project “Information and the Origin of 

Life”. A fascinating new angle on the bridge between 

science and religion.     

 

30
th
 October. Climate Change : what do we believe? 

A chance to step back from the activist and sceptic 

viewpoints that dominate debate, check out the 

evidence and consider how our faith might prompt us 

to respond. Clare Bryden recently resigned from the 

Met Office to spend more time with the environment, 

working with churches and charities. Martyn Goss is 

Director of the Exeter Diocesan Council for Church 

and Society.  

 

Sheldon, Dunsford, Exeter EX6 7LE. 01647-252752. 

www.sheldon.uk.com  
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TCT and Post Office News 
 

It was good to chat to some of you at the recent Big 

Breakfast where we displayed lots of post office 

brochures. We were all amazed to see the wide range 

of services on offer at the post office; it is normally 

more difficult to view these leaflets properly in the 

limited space of the Portakabin. 

 

Questions about banking - what you can and can’t do 

at the PO for different accounts - were probably top 

of the list. Information is always available if you ask 

PO counter staff. Why not open an account either at 

the post office (or elsewhere) that you can use 

efficiently at the PO, and keep this topped up for 

everyday cash needs or bill-paying purposes? Also 

note that there are some attractive deals available for 

small-business banking at the moment; business 

banking gains relatively more remuneration for our 

post office. 

 

TCT welcomed some new members that day and 

hopes for still more. We have in the region of 150 at 

present. Members are invited to our AGM on Oct 7
th
 

as you will see from a separate advert. 

 

In the survey responses gathered for the Parish Plan 

2008, so many local residents stressed how important 

they feel it is to retain a post office and village shop 

here in Thorverton. We hope that many of you will 

add your help and support to those who continue to 

strive to make this a long-term reality. 

 

Please feel free to contact me or others on the TCT 

Council with your comments or ideas, or about TCT 

membership. 

 

Heather Kershaw (Tct Ltd Chair and Company 

Secretary  -01392 860419 

Thorverton Signs 

How many of these signs photographed by John Spivey can you locate? 
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Cheriton Fitzpaine and District 
Ploughing Match  
 

 

 

 

Photos taken by Emily Lane at the recent 

Ploughing Match and Produce Show at Town 

Barton, Sturridge Hill, near Sandford:  

 
 
Thorverton artists on show 
 

During September Chris Cole exhibited her work 

and that of local potter, Gilly Haysom, and Sarah 

Scott’s jewellery as part of Devon Open Studios. 

 

 
 

Above: Sarah Scott (left) with Chris Cole  

 

Right: Pottery by Gilly Haysom 
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Thorverton Bellringers 
 

 
Photo: John Spivey 

 

Wedding bells at Thorverton – but only four of the ringers reside in the village.  Our church, like most others, 

needs more ringers, and also qualified instructors.  For more information on bellringing see the poster in the 

church porch or go on line (www.devonbells.co.uk). 

 

Will Ford 

 

The Exe Valley Film Society 
 

 
          

Our next film is:      

                

“The Lives Of Others” 

 
on Thursday, 22nd October  

 
at Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 

7.30pm for an 8.00pm start.  

  
Bring a glass and a bottle of your choice. We provide the popcorn. 

 

For further information please phone   Mary or Emma 840072     ~   Sue 841785    ~    Roger 841765 
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Poetry 
 

 

 

The Crow’s Lament 

 

Razor beaked and feather cloaked, 

Upon the fence a gaunt crow croaked. 

“I did not ask to be a crow, 

For all men hate me this I know, 

Begrudging me their crumbs of bread, 

Knowing my nestlings must be fed; 

Yet freely strewn are offerings 

For many other fluttering wings.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Blackcap, robin, finch and thrush 

All sing sweetly from the bush; 

But that which issues from my throat, 

I know it is a raucous note. 

To scare me, men clap their hands and yell, 

To be a crow is sometimes hell! 

As farmers with loud bangers try 

To scare me witless from the sky.” 

 

“I did not ask to be a crow, 

Why so black? – I do not know; 

My one good deed, to clear away 

Carrion, from the Queen’s highway. 

Forgive the song I’ll ne’er attain, 

Forgive my blackened visage plain, 

If you will spare some mouldy cheese, 

I’ll disappear among the trees.” 

 

Doreen Beer 

Twenty-five Years Ago 
 

From Focus of October 1984 
 

Post Office Prefer EX5 5PA –even in 1984 we name our homes. 

 

Did you know that there are forty cottages in the village, that is to say the owners say there are, from Acorn to 

Yellowford the names nearly span the alphabet; as well there are Cot, and Cott. Several illustrated books exist on 

cottages, although no one seems able to state exactly what is a cottage; some of the more flamboyant house agents 

will offer you a cottage with six bedrooms, three bathrooms, three reception  and triple garage; mostly I think we 

understand a cottage as essentially a shelter from the adverse elements, withal friendly and we hope includes those 

that dwell within them. 

 

There are a few quite unusual names, that some are privy to the meaning of, or like Kirkfoard, the owners have 

enlightened us in “Focus”. Many names are descriptive although sometimes the imagination must be stretched a 

bit. There are Parks, Meades, Byways, a Pound, an Old Forge, Mill, Courts, Hill, Cob and Cross.  

 

Nature seems to have had a strong influence, which is very natural with the countryside so close around us-Acorn, 

Blackberry, Brambles, Campion, Cherrytree, Elm, Ivy, Jessamine, Laburnum, Pine, Rose, Sycamore, Willow and 

Woodbine, and possibly others. 

 

In urban areas such names seem desperate attempts to recapture the pleasures of the open spaces; in the village 

they usually reflect their immediate surroundings or building style. 

 

Our little brook, some call the Jordan, has influenced many names: from the obvious Brookside, Southbrook, to 

Willowbrook, Ford, Brook View, to allied names like Stonebridge, Dinneford and the like. But I cannot imagine 

the Dolphin Inn was named after local fishing catches except after some unusually extended hours. 

 

Sometimes the inhabitants name them after variations of their own names or great events. Unlike many places, 

Thorverton lacks any reference to the Crimean War, no Alma Villas or Sebastopol Terrace. Still there is a Jubilee 

Cottage, Queen Victoria seems most likely to be the namesake; several houses are named after that great 
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women’s”libber”;  Was the nominator of Tweedsmuir a fervent scot or a Buchan admirer. With the change of title 

of our pastoral Incumbent to Rector, will the Vicarage become the Rectory, and the Lawn cottages a sign of future 

advancement. 

 

So far as I know, Queen Elizabeth has not slept at any of our Inns, but this must be more than made up for by 

Boleyn, or Bullen as her name was often spelt, her family was involved in most country affairs. 

 

Barton occurs more than once, as is right and proper in these parts; the name is Old English for Barley Farm, very 

often a special outlying farm attached to the home farm of a manor. We have many distinguished villagers but 

none so eminent as the holder of Black Rod, the principal Usher to the Court of St. James, although most of us 

know him summoning the Commons to hear the Queen’s Speech. 

 

How long will it be before we have Television Terrace, Video Villa, Computer Cottage, Atomic Arcade or 

Hydrogen House?  

 

Kestrel   

 

The Waiting Game by TADS  

 
TADS and its supporters deserve much praise as 

there was some quality stuff in their recent 

production - thought-provoking and amusing.  A very 

well organised evening and very good value. Keep it 

up TADS.  Ed 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photos by John Spivey
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Thorverton at Work No. 2  
In this month’s edition Jane Ristic talks with Jeremy Woolvern about dining at the Bell Inn: 

 
Jane Ristic 
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The Garden in October 

 
 Pat Brooks 

 
 



Focus on Thorverton 3 Vol. 40  No. 9 – October 2009 

 

Edinburgh Festival 2009 
 

While most schools may have been snoozing, the Exeter based performing arts school, Stage by Stage, 

was buzzing this Summer as 35 teenagers aged 14 to 18 headed for Scotland to perform Amadeus, 

Seussical, Sweeney Todd and Waiting for Godot from Monday August 10 to Saturday August 22. 

 

I was very fortunate to be a cast member for the first of the two weeks which began with a 9-hour trip by 

minibus!! Our Group shared a theatre with performing groups from Spain and California and rehearsed 

and performed Sweeney Todd and Seussical throughout the week.  During our free time, which was 

especially the evenings, I was able to watch a variety of shows including musicals, popular comedians, 

freaky magic acts and more traditional plays.  And then there was the 9-hour overnight trip home to 

Exeter!! 

 

Our School Director, Ian Trafford, told the 

Express & Echo that “the journey to the 

Fringe is an important learning experience, 

where the students have to draw on their 

skills in front of an audience which is not just 

made up of friends and family. It can be 

tough, but we have received great reviews in 

previous years”. 

 

Well those reviews kept coming with 

Threeweeks Magazine hailing Sweeney Todd 

as ‘a great production’ and Seussical also 

received a 4-star review from 

Broadwaybaby.com. 

 
 

Chris (centre) as one of the three Wickersham Brothers in ‘Seussical’!! 

 

It was an amazing experience and I can’t wait to spend two weeks of my summer up there next year with 

rumours of performing ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ already buzzing round Stage by Stage Studios!  Our next 

production is The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe at the Nortcott Theatre in October! Tickets on sale 

now! 

 

Chris Jones 
 

 

Photo left: The Editor tries out Thorverton’s new bus 

shelter near Broadlands 

 

 

 

Holiday Cottage 

Woolacombe 
 

Sleeps 6 Close to beach and all amenities 

Short breaks out of season possible 

www.raddon-cottage-woolacombe.co.uk 
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Thorverton Parish Information  
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.) 
 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019 

 

Bus services              See inside back cover 
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332 
     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Linda Dalton, Administration Manager, 07594 714590, linda.netherexe@btinternet.com 
 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231. 
 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730. 
 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 
County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671. 
District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258. 
Doctors     Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery 

times: see below. 
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501 
Gas Emergency   0800 111999 
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park 
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560. 
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560 
Parish Council Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
       IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 
Pension Service  PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265 
Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455 
     Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.  
     Sat. : 9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
     Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St. 
School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374. 
School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 
     Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054 
School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016 
     Secretary: Pippa Grace, 861292 
     Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426  
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  
  Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole. 
Thorverton Rural Services Association Chair: Alan Turner, 860164 
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 
Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438. 

  Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club  Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133. 
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 
Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270 
     Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614. 
   Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 
  Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton 
  held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
      Programme Secretary  Beryl Coe (860876) 

   Minute Secretary  Marion Crang (860754) 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027. 
  Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
  Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Playgroup  Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496. 
  Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 
Toddler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318. 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.  
Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 
Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 
Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631 
  Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  
 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30    Mon.     9.00  - 11.00  
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30             Tue.      9.00  - 11.00  
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30   Wed.     3:30 -    5:30   
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00               Thu.      9.00  -  11.00  
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00               Fri.        3.00  -    5.00 
 

The Surgeries are OPEN at the following times 
 

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30 
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00 
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00 
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30 
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions.   Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00 
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 
 
 Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthony O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER 
 
Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30   
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      
Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00     
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      
Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00  09.00 - 11.00  
 15.30 - 17.30  15.00 - 17.00   
Thursday  09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00  
      
Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00 
 Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks   
  (Urgent cases only)*      
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Diary 2009 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 
 

OCTOBER 

Sat 3
rd

 Curry Night, Memorial Hall, from 6.00pm 

 Ladies’ Group Meeting at 3 The Glebe, 7-30pm 

Tue 6
th
 WI Meeting, The art of weaving, WI Hut, 7.30 pm 

Wed 7
th
 TCT AGM, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Thurs 8
th
 Arts Exchange, Animals at Pynes House, 8.00pm 

Sat 10
th
 Saturday Market at Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Mon 12
th
 Allotment Holders’ Annual Meeting, Exeter Inn, 8.00pm 

Sat 17
th
 WI Tabletop Sale, WI Hut, 10.00 - 11.45 am 

Fri 23
rd

 History Society, Dartmoor Pubs, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 24
th
   50/50 Auction, Memorial Hall, 6.00pm (viewing from 5.00pm) 

 WI Market/coffee 10.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m. 

 

NOVEMBER 

Tue 3
rd

 WI Meeting, Card making, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 7
th
 Children in Need Craft & Gift Market, Memorial Hall, 12.00 - 4.00 p.m. 

Thurs 12
th
 Arts Exchange, Humour at Cubberley House, 8.00pm 

Sat 21
st
 Christmas Shopping Trip to Bath, 9.00am 

Fri 27
th
 History Society, St Stephen's Church, Exeter, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 28
th
 WI Market/coffee 10.00 a.m. - 11.30 a.m. 

 

DECEMBER 

Tue 1
st
  WI Meeting, AGM, 7.30 p.m.  

Thurs 9
th
 Arts Exchange, Ending at Campion Cottage, 8.00pm 

Sat 19
th
  WI Market/Coffee 10.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.  

 

 

Bus services 
Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 
 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton  07.54 (07.57 on Saturday), 08.55, 10.40, 12.40 14.40, 17.40, 18.20 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.25, 09.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.15, 18.30. 
 

To Exeter 07.53, 09.57 (10.02 on Saturday), 11.52, 13.52, 15.42 (15.52 on Saturday), 18.55 from The Berry and 

Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station. 07.30, 08.30, 10.15, 12.15, 14.15, 17.15, 17.55  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office 

 


