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Editorial 
 

Well, January proved to be quite a month 

weather-wise.  Perhaps I should be a bit more 

careful with what I put on the cover in future 

because the picture on January's cover of snow at 

Raddon Top obviously had the wrong effect.  I 

have, nonetheless, taken a chance again this 

month!   

 

However, apart from giving me a day off work, 

the snow and ice did also provide some lovely 

scenes.  Thank you to those who provided me 

with photos of Thorverton in the snow and ice.  

Given the large number of articles that we 

received I have only been able to print a selection 

of photos this month, but will print others in 

March.   

  

After last month’s rather thin edition of Focus, 

we have several of our regular and not so regular 

contributors back.  I have included a report from 

the cricket club, which celebrates its 150-year 

anniversary this year and has plans for a number 

of events, which I will give greater publicity to 

as the year progresses.  I am also pleased to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

include a report on the continued success of our 

youth football team, albeit having a rather 

disrupted fixture list in December and January.   

 

I am also delighted to have another in Jane 

Ristic’s series of articles on local businesses, this 

time stepping across the parish boundary to the 

Exe Valley Farm Shop, which so many of us use 

and which continues to provide an excellent 

range of food for us.  I am sure that the impetus 

for buying locally will increase, but it does need 

to be a conscious decision and I know just how 

easy it is to be lured by the convenience and 

pricing of the big supermarkets.  I will be doing 

my best to spend more locally this year.  I read 

recently that someone wanted to sell food that 

they were producing just a few miles from 

Tescos in Machynlleth.  Apparently the food had 

to go all the way across Wales – to a distribution 

centre in Bristol I think it was – before going 

back to be sold as local food in the Machynlleth 

Tescos.  Now that just can’t make sense. 

 
 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Marion Reed 

 

I feel I must thank the people in Thorverton who 

keep the essential services of Post Office and shop 

going. I don’t know what I would have done during 

the bad weather if not for them. I have to admit that I 

usually shop at supermarkets on my way home from 

work so it took the snowy weather to make me 

appreciate the local ‘talent’. It was my first visit to 

the shop and I was surprised that it was so busy and 

at the amount crammed into such a small place. (No 

debit cards - had to go to the Post Office next door 

for cash.)I’ve only recently moved down from Essex 

where you can get anything anywhere and I had 

never even considered the possibility of being stuck 

for food. Rural reality struck me forcibly on that Bad 

Wednesday. It would have taken me well over an 

hour to obtain outside supplies, and possibly a prang 

to boot.  

 

My New Year’s Resolution? I will buy something 

from the shop and Post Office every week, be it ever 

so little - and I would also really like to thank the 

regulars who kept everything going until I needed it. 

Happy New Year, and prosperity, 

 

 

From Robert Livingstone of Applegarth, Silver 

Street, 

 

Robert wishes to thank all his friends in Thorverton 

for their good wishes during his stay at the R D & E 

Hospital, Wonford. He can’t speak highly enough of 

his treatment and all who work there and wishes to 

register his thanks to them.  He hopes shortly to be 

moving to Crediton or Tiverton hospital for rehab. 

Bob wishes all his friends, two and four legged, a 

very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year with 

all good wishes for 2010. 

Bob adds “THANK GOD FOR THE NHS!” 

 

 

From Royston Kershaw of The Glebe 

 

I wish to present a different perspective on the 

Climate Change debate from that presented by Alan 

Hannaford in January’s Letters. 

 

Having worked for the Met Office for 36 years, 

mostly as a research scientist, and for many years as 

part of the Met Office Hadley Centre, I do have some 

insight into this topic. I have also taught meteorology 

and thermodynamics at graduate level. 

I and my colleagues have no doubt that the climate is 

warming because of increased CO2 in the 

atmosphere. We are convinced by the observational 

data which shows that the climate has warmed, and 

by the scientific experiments which simulate the 

climate of the past 150 years, including volcanic and 

solar effects as well as increasing CO2. These 

experiments, run with computer models built to obey 

the laws of physics, including those of 

thermodynamics, do enable us to test and prove the 

hypothesis that the climate warming is due to the 

increase in CO2. 

 

I have no doubt that the vast majority of scientists 

who work in this area, including those I know in the 

Met Office Hadley Centre, have a high degree of 

personal and scientific integrity. They are seeking to 

understand the observational record, not to 

misrepresent it, and they are seeking to make 

accurate predictions of future climate, not inaccurate 

ones. The environment in which this work is 

conducted is one in which we constantly challenge 

results presented, at scientific conferences and 

seminars, and when reviewing scientific papers, to 

try to ensure that the accepted body of scientific 

knowledge on this topic is our best estimate of the 

truth. There is no conspiracy to mislead. 

 

I would caution against believing everything you can 

read on the internet, especially when it comes from 

the climate sceptic community or from 

environmental pressure groups. The Met Office web 

site has a much more balanced view on climate 

change, avoiding the extremes put out on both sides 

of the debate.  

 

I recommend those who are interested to browse: 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climatechange/ for an 

informed and informative view of the debate. 

 

Alan – I will be happy to buy you a pint and debate 

the science with you in the pub. Some of the 

scientific arguments in your letter are wrong and I 

believe I can convince you of that. You are also 

welcome to visit the Met Office and meet some of 

the experts involved. 

 

 

From Shirley Moore of Beeching’s Way   

I live at the end of Silver Street/Station Cross. I 

notice that practically every time I place bin liners 

for the refuse collectors at the bottom of my drive, 

prior to the refuse collection an animal tears the 

liners apart, leaving a large quantity of mess on my 

grass for me to clear up.  This scavenging appears to 

take place at night, indeed a neighbour has spotted a 
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black dog of uncertain breed attacking my bin liners. 

Please, dog owners, do not let your animals run loose 

at night - they risk injury from scavenging in refuse 

and are also in danger of being run over by traffic on 

the road, apart from causing undesirable extra work 

for other residents of the village. 

 

 

From Sally Rookes of Higher Poole 

 

This letter is directed to the mindless few who are 

too fond of the booze and too lazy to dispose of their 

empty bottles correctly. 

 I often walk the road from Berrysbridge to 

Heathfield, Nomans Chapel and Poole.  It is sad that 

there are those amongst us who view the wide verges 

and drainage ditches as a dump and routinely toss 

bottles out of the car window. 

 I doubt I am alone in feeling compelled to collect 

upo this glass, often returning home grappling with 

bottles and discarded plastic. 

 Do you know of someone with a liking for Echo 

Falls wine?  Ask what happens to the empties. 

 

 

From the Trustees of the Millennium Green  

 

Dog Fouling on the Millennium Green - An Urgent 

Plea 

The Trustees of the Millennium Green do their best 

to maintain the Green for the benefit of everyone 

BUT dog walkers (all ages) are responsible for 

‘cleaning up’ after their own dogs. 

Most people have been meticulous and this is greatly 

appreciated. However, recently there has been a 

considerable increase in uncollected fouling. This is 

simply not fair on other responsible dog owners; it 

spoils it for everyone and especially risks alienating 

parents with young children from using the Green. 

 

All well-behaved dogs are most welcome on the 

Green, but if this level of fouling continues, dogs 

may have to be kept on leads. No one wants this 

because it would spoil the fun for dogs to exercise 

and socialise. It is not fair to punish dogs for the 

failure of their walker. 

Please do make sure you clean up after your own dog 

(and carry a torch if you are walking after dark). 

Thank you so much.  Happy walking ! 

 

 

 

From the Editor 

I was pleased to read in Execite that a young lady 

who had recently moved to Thorverton was one of 

two first prize winners of the national Remote 

Worker Awards.  Abbe Martin won a franchise to 

operate a Devon and Cornwall branch of the Helen 

O'Grady Drama Academy, an international drama 

programme that is delivered to children in 26 

countries.  Abbe has run drama workshops in schools 

and established her own group for children called 

Dramalade.  The idea for the franchise is to start with 

a one-hour class after school each day (initially for 6-

12 year olds) and split that into more classes as 

numbers build.  Abbe then hopes to introduce 

kindergarten drama and adult classes too.  The 

programme aims to offer self-development, giving 

children confidence and skill in verbal 

communication and movement.  Good luck to Abbe 

with her business. 

 

 

From Bill Stamper RD, Chairman of the Thorverton 

Branch of the Royal British Legion 

 

I am pleased to advise you that [as at 26th December] 

I have banked £2,790 for our contribution to the 

Poppy Appeal.  I though you would be interested in 

the source: 

  

 
  

On the Legion's behalf can I thank all collectors for 

braving the elements in achieving this truly 

magnificent sum, which for Thorverton, Brampford 

Speke, Cadbury and Upton Pyne is a record.  This, I 

understand, will be directed to help the injured 

coming from Afghanistan. 

  

I would also like to thank the Rev Douglas Dettmer 

for the meaningful Remembrance Sunday Service.  It 

was also nice to have the support of the Brownies 

once more. 

  

Once again, on behalf of the Royal British 

Legion...Thank you. 
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David Langdon   

 

From Phyllis, Jeff and Sonia Langdon 

 

Through Focus, may we pass our heartfelt thanks to 

all our good friends and neighbours, who have stood 

with us during David’s illness and his departing. 

 

2009 was a very unhappy year, but we were uplifted 

by all our friends around the village, who were so 

willing to come in and make us smile, or do shopping 

whenever it was needed. 

 

Thanks again to all who came to the Baptist Church 

for his wonderful Thanksgiving Service to celebrate 

his life, and for the many, many letters, cards and  

messages, not forgetting the numerous donations, 

(which have not been finalized yet) for the Exeter 

Hospice or Baptist Church. All this could only 

happen in Thorverton, this wonderful village, with 

all you lovely people in it. 

 

Our grateful thanks also go to the doctors and staff at 

the Exe Valley Practise—to Hilary Squires our 

Hospice care Nurse who came in whenever we 

needed her, and to the Doctors and nurses at the 

Exeter Hospice who with unstinting care and love 

looked after David and myself so well for the two 

weeks that he was with them. 

 

More thank yous to Maurice our Minister for his 

help, and to Allison and Stephen for all their help 

and hospitality. 

 

May God Bless you all.                    

 

 

 

 
From Annette Mawson of Jericho Street 

 

It is so true what the Reverend M Harris said 

during the Thanksgiving Service on 12th 

January, David does not need a monument, look 

around you, here is his legacy. 

  

I too can say this about him.  Since my early 

arrival in this village, he did so much for me in 

my cottage.  On first meeting him, my instinct 

told me that I could trust him implicitly and this 

has proved to be well-founded.  I would say to 

him "David, you do what you think best" and the 

very best was always done.  Advice, help and 

expertise were his guidelines. 

  

I speak for many when I say we were privileged 

to know him. 

  

My sincere wishes go to his widow and to his 

family. 

 

 

 

 
From a member of the Baptist Church 

 

The Baptist Chapel was full for the Thanksgiving 

Service for David on 12
th
 January and the rousing 

singing of his favourite hymns would have pleased 

him enormously. 

 

In the tributes to him, we heard of his early life in 

Exeter, the Army and his work as a postman and 

latterly as Quarry Manager, but it was for his devoted 

work for the Church, and the ways in which he 

touched the lives of many people in the Village that 

he will be remembered. 

 

David had been a Member of the Baptist Church in 

Thorverton for nearly forty five years.  For most of 

those years he was the Fabric Steward and in this 

capacity loved and cared for the building.  He was 

incredibly talented in practical matters and most of 

the work that needed to be done, he did himself 

saving thousands of pounds in the process over the 

years.  There is hardly any part of the building that 

has not had his attention at one time or another. 

He was able to spot a problem, and fix it. 

 

Since 1995 he had also been the Church Treasurer, 

keeping and balancing the books meticulously. 

 

Many in the Village will remember him for his 

kindness, humour, good nature and practical help – 

gifts of fruit or vegetables from his garden, which 

appeared unannounced or left in the porch at 

Ferndale for collection or, as we heard, were 

dangling over the neighbouring wall !  Help with 

jobs or the loan of tools – of which he has a huge 

collection - was just second nature to David. 

 

He will be greatly missed, not only by Phyllis, his 

family and members of the Chapel, but by very many 

in the Village who were just pleased to have known 

him. 
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From Jacqui Scott 

 

Pete Scott 4-2-1976 to 18-12-2009 

Dave, Jacqui and family would like to thank 

relatives, friends and neighbours for their kindness 

and support following their sad loss.  Thanks also to 

Dr Jon Wride, Mrs Alison Orchard and Le Roys 

Funeral Directors for their professional services and 

excellent support. Donations in lieu of flowers, 

totalling £751 was passed on to Headway (Tiverton) 

- thanks to all who contributed. 

 

 

From Mike Shelton of Bullen Street 

I would like to thank all those who made the 

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony, held on the 

Village Green, such a success. My grateful thanks go 

to: 

Foxfords, Elite Blinds, Energy Systems, White 

Eagle, and John Mann for generously donating 

towards the evening and making this possible. 

Special thanks to Claire and Rhys for allowing their 

home to be used to prepare the mulled wine and 

mince pies, and Penny, Angie and Nic for organising 

the event. 

I hope this continues to remain an annual event in the 

Village calendar. 

 

 

 

From TCT Ltd 

 

You may have picked up a flier in the Post Office or 

read in the press about the consultation regarding the 

future of banking at the Post Office. You can read 

more about it by viewing : 

www.bis.gov.uk/postofficebanking 

 

Then you can make a response on-line or by printing 

and posting the response form.  

 

The consultation document makes interesting reading 

telling you what services are already available at the 

Post Office as well as asking for your views about 

future ideas and plans. 

  

Being able to do more at the Post Office is very 

important for its survival so please take time to look 

at this and respond, as well as consider ways in 

which you can use the PO even more - the 

appendices to the document are particularly 

illuminating. 

 

Hard copies of the document and response forms will 

be available at our Post Office so do encourage your 

friends and neighbours without internet access, to 

borrow a copy of the document and post their 

response forms asap. The deadline is Feb 24th. 

It is very important that the government is made 

aware that post offices are greatly valued and needed 

by communities such as ours.  

 

 

 

 

From Alex Fice 

 

 

 

There have been six generations of Fices at 

Thorverton School over a period spanning 134 

years.  Chloe Fice, who has just started this term, 

is the sixth generation.  It all started with her 

great, great grand-father, Samuel R B Fice, who 

started at Thorverton School in 1876.  The next 

generation was Verena Fice, who attended in 

1916, Connie Fice in 1936, Alex Fice in 1955 

and Chloe's parents Sam and Nic who both 

attended Thorverton School in the 1980s.  

Chloe's brother William is due to start in 4 years' 

time. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 

Report of the January meeting of the Parish 

Council 

 
Affordable Housing 

 
A proposed meeting with a developer of relevant experience had had to be postponed because of the severe 

weather.  The Council heard that “discounted affordable housing”, which was available for purchase with certain 

conditions attached, had been approved in some places.  Cllr Thomas informed Council of developments in 

affordable housing outside the Mid Devon area. 

 

Planning Matters 

 
A.  To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:- 

(i)09/1598/CLU Certificate of Lawfulness for existing non-compliance with agricultural occupancy condition d of 

planning application 4/51/83/132 for a period in excess of ten years. Raddon Hill Farm. 

(ii) 09/1321/TPO Works to 1 Sweet Chestnut Tree protected by Tree Preservation Order, 5 The Glebe.  Permission 

granted. 

(iii)09/01597/FULL Erection of a building for use as an agricultural worker’s accommodation (Revised 

Scheme).North Down Farm.  Approved. 

B.  To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting.  None received. 

 

Other Parish Business 

 

• Devon County Council is to be asked to provide a grit box for the top end of Jericho Street, which was 

badly affected by ice after the recent snow falls. 

• Residents are reminded that, if they notice that grit boxes are becoming empty, they should contact the 

Clerk, either by phone or e-mail (details below), and she will ask for them to be refilled. 

• MDDC is to be asked to ensure that the dog bins are emptied on a regular basis. 

• DCC is also to be asked to clear away the pile of grit that has built up near the ford and to re-set the 

kerbstone that has been set on its side near the Berry Dairy. 

 

Parish Precept 

 
The Parish Precept for financial year 2010/11 was set at this meeting.  It was decided, further to the Public meeting 

which was held on 5
th
 January, that the precept should be raised by £5000 to £11,014. Further details about this 

increase can be found elsewhere in Focus. 

 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place at the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 9
th

 February 2010 at 7.30pm. 

An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed in the same place 

once they have been adopted by Councillors. 

 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Jane Lane, Parish ClerkTelephone: 01392 861062, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

 

www.Thorvertonparishcouncil.org 
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Thorverton Parish Precept 

 
Parish Precept 2010/11 

 

Residents will no doubt be interested to hear that the 

Parish Council decided at the January meeting to 

request that the Precept for the coming financial year 

be increased to £11,014, an increase of £5,000 on the 

previous year. 

 

This decision was taken following the Public 

Meeting which was held on 5
th
 January to discuss the 

fact that Thorverton Churchyard is becoming full and 

the options available to the parish.  It is the Council’s 

intention that a fund should be built up, possibly over 

a number of years, for the purpose of assisting in the 

proposed purchase by the Parochial Church Council 

of a suitable area of land to allow the churchyard to 

be extended.  It is understood that, if  

 

 

 

the churchyard were to be closed, parishioners would 

no longer have the option of burial within Thorverton 

and would have to be buried either at the Crediton or 

Tiverton Cemeteries.  This might not appeal to 

residents and, moreover, burial costs in these 

cemeteries are significantly higher than in the 

churchyard. 

 

The immediate impact of this decision is that the 

portion of Council Tax payable by residents in 

respect of the Parish Precept will increase, but only 

by a relatively small amount.  The Council  considers 

this to be the fairest way to try and keep the 

churchyard open for the use of parishioners. 

 

Jane Lane  

Parish Clerk 

 

 

New Year's Day Walk to Raddon 
Top 
 After a drop of port, the Group set off from 

Lynch Cottage at 10.30.  In glorious sunshine we 

walked the footpath to the top.  While looking at 

the wonderful views, we all enjoyed a hot drink 

of mulled wine, supplied by Penny and Steph, 

then with Nick Heard's permission our return 

journey took us over his land and through 

Dinneford Meadow.  We then all enjoyed a 

brunch at the Bell Inn, where we played two 

games of bingo (thanks to Nic and Chloe Fice) 

and raised £100 for the Thorverton Playgroup. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Raddon Top (from left): Sam Fice, Alex Fice, Mark Lewers, Elspeth Holmes, Dave Batty, Nic Fice, 

Clare Crebo, Steph Shelton, Dave Addicott, Bev Lewers, Ken Holmes, Sue Batty, Penny Fice, Mike 

Shelton, Stuart Crebo and Sarah Addicott. 

  

Alex Fice  
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News 

 
Reg. Charity No. 203776 

 

 
Saturday Market 
We were delighted to see so many of you at the 

January Market despite the snow and cold weather. 

A number of the stall holders did not make it but 

everyone who did come seemed to have a positive 

response from all present. 

 

100 Club Draw Winner for January 

££50 – No 5 Bentley Miller 
 

Market Draw Winners for January were:  

Chicken Dinner Jeff Grace 

Fruit Basket  Karl Wilson 

Tin Celebrations Sylv Gregory 

 

 

 
100 Club 
There are still a handful of numbers available for the 

100 Club. Please see Jean at the February Market if 

you would like to join. 

 

 
Country Show 
Plans are now well under way for this year’s Country 

Show. We have a “Doggy” theme this year with a 

number of our main ring acts including dogs. For our 

star attraction this year we are delighted to welcome 

back the Rockwood Dg Display Team. They were 

last with us in 2000 when they thrilled us with their 

antics in the Main Ring. Also returning to our ring 

will be Victor Pitts with his Dog and Ducks and the 

ever popular Terrier Racing. So book the dates in 

your diary - Saturday 12
th
 and Sunday 13

th
 June.  

Watch this space for more news about the Show. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  THORVERTON    

MEMORIAL HALL 

 

 SATURDAY MARKET 
 

                
 

Saturday 13
th

 February 
               

 9.30 - 11.00am        
 

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg 

Books, Cards, Jewellery 

Jams/preserves, Plants 

Bric-a-brac, Draw 

 

 100 Club Draw  
 

 
Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates: 

 

13
th

 February Saturday Market 9.30 - 11.00 

13
th

 March Saturday Market 9.30-11.00 

10
th

 April Saturday Market 9.30-11.00 

1
st
 May Saturday Market 9.30-11.00 

1
st
 May May Ball with the Thorvertones 

  (Country Show fundraiser) 

12/13 June Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

10
th

 July Saturday Market 9.30-11.00 

14
th

 August Saturday Market 9.30-11.00 

11
th

 Sept Saturday Market 9.30-11.00 

9
th

  Oct  Saturday Market 9.30-11.00 

13
th

 Nov Saturday Market 9.30-11.00 

11
th

 Dec  Christmas Market 

 

(All above at the Memorial Hall apart from the 

Country Show) 
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Notice Board  

 

Opera Speke 
 

Can’t get to the Met? Can’t afford Covent Garden? 

Well, come to the new home of opera! 

 

Are you perhaps a lapsed opera fan looking to 

rekindle your love for it? Or, are you someone 

undecided about opera and would love to try it with 

like-minded people? 

 

Look no further. We are two opera lovers who have 

decided to put on operas here in Brampford Speke! 

No, you don’t have to sing, but we hope that you will 

be singing afterwards! 

 

We are proposing to show operas on a large high-

definition television with a top-quality hi-fi system. 

We think it would be nice to meet once a month, as 

we’re sure that this will turn into a social occasion 

that everyone will look forward to. We’ll even 

provide wine and nibbles. What’s more we won’t be 

charging for this other than a small contribution to 

cover necessary licensing and insurance.  

 

So, to launch Opera Speke, you are invited to our 

inaugural meeting on Tuesday 9 February at Heron 

Court at 7pm. We are going to show a programme of 

short opera extracts and find out from you what you 

think we should be doing in future. What operas 

you’d like to see, what form the meetings should 

take, and indeed anything else you think  might help. 

 

We expect that this will be a popular event so, if 

you’d like to come, please phone us as soon as 

possible. Seats are limited, so it’s first come first 

served. We’re really looking forward to it and to 

meeting you all. See you then. 

 

David & Jane Barnard-Smith 

01392 841770  

 

 

Thorverton PTFA Quiz Night 
 

Friday 5
th

 February 
 

Tickests £6 which includes supper. 

Bring your own team or create one when you arrive 

 

 

A Villages in Action Event  - With a world famous 

singer from the 60s 

“Windmills of his Mind” with Noel Harrison 

 

Brampford Speke Village Hall on the 19th March at 

8.00pm 

 

(His chart topping record “Windmills of your Mind” 

was in the Top Ten of the Hit Parade for 14 weeks 

from 26th February 1969) 

 

Tickets Adults £7   Conc  £5 are on sale in “The Exe 

Valley Tea Shop” 

 

 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 
At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms for 

writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but occasionally an 

individual member will take responsibility for a whole 

evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 p.m. 

on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

February 18
th

 Dates, Ockero 

March 11
th

 Winds, Cubberley House 

April 15
th

 Weddings, 25 The Glebe 

May 27
th

  Pastoral/Bucolic, Newcourt Farmhouse 

June 17
th

 Uplifting, Pynes House 

July 22
nd

  Water, venue to be announced 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, Campion 

Cottage 860509. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Week Planning Meeting 

 

on Monday 15th February 

 

at 7.30pm in the Exeter Inn 

 

We need more helpers and fresh ideas - either 

join us for a drink or contact Tina on 860434 or 

Ed on 841231 with your offers of help. 
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Thorverton Church Consort practices 

 in church, 7.45 to 9 pm 

 
Thursdays:- 

February 4th, 25th 

March 4th, 18th, 25th 

April 22nd, 29th 

May 13th 

June 3rd, 24th 

July 1st, 15th, 18th (at 5 p.m.)  

Party July 8th 6.30 p.m. 

  

Junior Consort practices in school,  

3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 
 

Mondays:- 

February 1st 

March 1st, 8th, 29th 

April 26th 

May 10th, 24th 

June 7th, 28th 

July Party, Thurs 8
th
, 6.30 p.m 

.  

Exe Valley Film Society 
 

Film Listing for 2010 
 

All films are shown on Thursdays and start at 

8.00pm (doors open at 7.30pm) at Brampford Speke 

Village Hall.  Members pay £1 per film and guests 

£5.  Membership is £25 for the year.  Popcorn is 

provided;  you are welcome to bring your own 

drinks. 

 

25
th
 February  In The Loop (2009) 

25
th
 March Like Water for Chocolate (1992) 

29
th
 April  Rear Window (1954) 

27
th
 May  An Education (2009) 

24th June  State of Play (2009) 

29
th
 July   Sing-Along-A-Sound of Music (outdoor) 

30
th
 September  Julie and Julia (2009) 

28
th
 October  Creation (2009) 

25
th
 November  Withnail and I (1987) 

23
rd

 December  Cabaret (1972) 

 

                    

Fun Fund Raising for the Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 

The Village Breakfast 

Saturday, 27
th

 February 2010 from 9.30 – 11.30am 

in 

The Exe Valley Tea Shop 
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Hospiscare Open Garden Programme 2010 

Our open garden programme continues to prove very 

popular and highly regarded, 2010 will be our 6
th
 

year. Last year the gardens raised a staggering 

£25,000.   We were delighted to have 25 gardens 

open to the public from May through to July.  This 

success would never have been possible without the 

hard work, enthusiasm and encouragement of our 

gardeners and supporters. 

 

We are now looking for new gardens for our 2010 

programme so if you would like to support 

Hospiscare by opening your garden please contact 

Louise Beeken by mid February for further 

information on 01392 688062 or 

l.beeken@hospiscare.co.uk 

 

  

 

 

Thorverton School in the Snow 
 

 

 

 

 

When the snow first started – Katherine, Katie and 

Georgia are trying to catch snowflakes on their 

tongues! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry Stoneman making friends with our new pupil 

who was created by Ali,, Emily and Lucy Myhill and 

Jonathan, Hilary, Poppy and Benji Dovell when the 

school was closed due to snow. 
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Parish Church Services and News 

 

7 February 2010  2 before Lent 

 
08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Newton St Cyres DD 
10:00 am Service with a Smile J  Brampford Speke Lay-Led 

10:00 am Service of the Word  Poltimore DB & BB 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton DD 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Cowley JB 
11:15 am Service of the Word  Rewe AB & GK 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne HW 
05:00 pm Service with a Smile J  Stoke Canon Lay-Led 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury DD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres JD 

 

 

14 February 2010  Next Before Lent 

 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke DD 
10:00 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres Lay-Led & BB 
10:00 am Family Service  Thorverton Lay-Led & KC 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon HD 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe AS 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham HD 

 

 

17 February 2010  Ash Wednesday  Mission Community Service 

 
07:30 pm  Ash Wednesday Liturgy 

& Holy Communion 
[C] Upton Pyne DD & HD 

 

 

21 February 2010  Lent 1 

 
09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne HD  
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury CH 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore DD 
11:00 am Joint Morning Service  Thorverton Baptist Church 

Joint with Parish Church 
Baptist Officiant 

06:30 pm Service of the Word  Brampford Speke  
Joint with Baptist Chapel  

KC & HD 

 

 

28 February 2010  Lent 2 

 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham HD 
10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay-Led & GS 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres DD & KC 
10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon CC & JC  
10:00 am Service of the Word  Upton Pyne Lay-Led 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton SS 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe HD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Poltimore DD 
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7 March 2010 Lent 3 

 
10:00 am Holy Communion  

& Baptism 
[C] Thorverton HD 

11:15 am Holy Communion [T] Cowley JB 
11:15 am Service of the Word  Rewe Lay-Led  
11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne DD 
05:00 pm Service with a Smile J  Stoke Canon Lay-Led 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury HD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres DD 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.   

Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music 

Everyone is welcome at all services! 

 

‘Service with a Smile’  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon 

& 

Family Service Thorverton 

 

These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the 

needs of young children especially in mind.  They are 

informal and contemporary in style, often including a 

children’s activity at the beginning; without communion.  

Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by 

refreshments 

 

 

Young People’s Group 

 

[YPG] 

Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am service at 

Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month in school term 

time 

Holy Communion [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour 

Holy Communion [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of the Word  [SW] Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or Choral 

Evensong 

[BCP]  Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Prayer (about an hour) 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 

 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres 

Friday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Saturday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 

Variations 02 Feb 2010 No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon  

04 Feb 2010 No Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

24 Feb 2010 No Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

DD The Rev Douglas Dettmer Priest-in-Charge 01392 860332 

SS The Rev Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 
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HD The Rev Hilary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928 

    

JB The Rev John Benton SM The Rev Sue Martin 

BB Mrs Bridget Boxall GMS Mr Geoffrey Saltmarsh 

DB Mr David Boxall VC Mrs Veronica Clarke 

AB Mrs Annabel Branney VM Mrs Valerie Mills 

CC Mrs Chris Cook MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones 

JC Mrs Jane Cook JS Mr John Sandford 

JD Mrs Julia Dallen GS Mr Guy Sheppard 

CH The Rev Chris Hughes AS The Rev Alan Simmonds 

GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner PW The Rev Peter Webb 

JM Preb John Mapson HW The Rev Harold Whitty 

DP Mr David Perrott JH Mrs Jenny Hansen 

GP Mrs Gerda Perrott   

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact  

Mrs Margaret Lowe  [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590  - Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 09:00 – 14:30 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 

Would you like a lift to church? 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

 

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell 

on [01392] 860780.   

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner-

Warwick on [01392] 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 

851618 

For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389 

For transport from Upton Pyne parish please contact David Marshall on [01392] 851751 

 

        

           From the Parish Registers to mid-January  

  

          Baptisms  

  

         Marriages Trystan Emery & Jessica Harris [31 December at Rewe] 

  

         Funerals John Quicke [23 November at Newton St Cyres] 

 Stanley Woodcock [22 December at Exeter Crematorium] 

 Joyce Tucker [30 December at Upton Pyne] 

 George Harrison [7 January at Stoke Canon] 

 Stephen Martin [12 January at Rewe] 

 Michael Bullock [14 January at Rewe] 

 
From the Revd Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge 

 

January’s snow has undoubtedly been beautiful, and 

for some hearty individuals has provided some of the 

best sledging, snowman-making, and even skiing in 

this country for years.  But that’s about all there is to 

be said for it.  For so many of us it has been a cause 

of inconvenience at best; and too often during these 

weeks, the snow, ice and cold have resulted in 

personal suffering, sometimes considerable.  In large 

part this is because, in a part of the world where 

weather of a particular type is unusual, the 

infrastructure for coping with it when it does come 

upon us is less developed than in areas where such 

weather is the norm. 
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We live in a favoured climate, and January 

conditions have indeed been tougher than we are 

used to.  For most of us, however, the snow and ice 

have been as nothing in light of what the people of 

Haiti are now enduring.  The scale of human 

suffering in that country since the recent earthquake 

can hardly be imagined.  Nevertheless, that terrible 

event may prompt a similar line of reflection for us; 

for like the effects of the winter here but 

incomparably more drastically, the situation in Haiti 

shows up clearly the reality which underlies our 

common life all the time – that we live in a world of 

forces well beyond human control, and that for all 

our vaunted technological progress, we remain 

vulnerable. 

 

This is an uncomfortable fact, and most of us don’t 

particularly care to dwell on it.  Indeed, for much of 

our lives we are able to go about our daily business 

under the cloak of normality, in the illusion that 

someone, somewhere, has it all sorted out.  Whether 

it is the government, the public services, industry, or 

those who constantly dream up more and more clever 

forms of technology, we soothe ourselves into 

believing that keeping us safe is someone else’s 

official responsibility – and therefore, when things 

do go wrong, that someone else is at fault and can be 

blamed with all the indignation we can muster.  The 

cultural atmosphere in which the so-called 

‘developed’ societies (revealing word) live is 

increasingly risk-averse and at the same time 

increasingly fearful; we spend large amounts of 

cultural and emotional energy suppressing the fear of 

disaster, confronting it in controlled ways (through, 

for example, the storylines of so many of the films 

which fill the television schedules, in which 

characters struggle with death and disaster in 

multiple terrifying scenarios) so as to keep at bay our 

sneaking fear that the vast forces of nature and 

physics really aren’t subject to our clever 

management after all and that our human society 

lives nearer the edge of our collective control than 

we like to think.  

 

At the same time, it is instructive to observe how 

societies do cope at times when the impersonal 

forces start to get the upper hand.  Time and again 

throughout these wintry weeks, we have read 

heartening stories of people helping each other.  

Suddenly, volunteering and going the extra mile for 

others has come to the fore – whether it’s meals on 

wheels drivers going out on the ice to deliver meals 

to elderly people, or four-by-fours pulling cars out of 

the ditch, or doctors spending the night in hospital to 

be sure of being on duty the next morning to treat the 

casualties, or people ringing their neighbours to be 

sure they are warm enough – the examples are 

countless.  When we are vulnerable, we depend on 

others.  At those times, the infrastructure which 

matters is the infrastructure of human relationships in 

communities, and the moral capital which allows us 

to see the necessity of thinking of others in a crisis 

and not just ourselves, to act on what we see, and 

even to take a risk ourselves in doing so. 

 

Where does that other-regard come from?  What 

makes it not only rational but imperative for human 

beings to look to the needs of others and not just our 

own?  And what gives us the strength to do that, 

despite the strong contrary inclination to regard first 

of all the needs of ourselves and those nearest us? 

 

On the day after the earthquake, Gatwick airport was 

closed for hours because of snow and ice.  Many 

people’s journeys were badly delayed.  When the 

runway reopened late in the afternoon, the first plane 

to take off was full of search and rescue experts, 

bound for Haiti.  In that order of priority can be seen 

the beginnings of a human response to vulnerability 

in which there are seeds of hope. 

 

With best wishes, 

Douglas 

 

 

The Netherexe Mission 
Community 
 

As in previous years we are hosting some reflections 

over the period of Lent. Everyone is warmly invited 

to come to any of the gatherings. No need to book, 

just turn up.  

 

There are also the very popular Lent lunches – a 

short midday service followed by a simple sociable 

lunch with any profit / donations going to the charity 

Send a Cow which provides practical animal 

husbandry support to the impoverished overseas. 

 

Lent Reflections 
The plan is to follow the Diocese of York notes on 

the Lord’s Prayer over 5 consecutive weeks. The 

Thorverton Group is as below, but there are other 

Groups too. Everyone is welcome to come and go as 

you please to any of the meetings. Please feel free to 

try one out and see if it is for you. 

 

Thorverton 20 Silver Street Steve & Liz Rendell

  Tel: 860780 

Tuesdays   8:00pm   23 Feb, 2, 9, 16 & 23 March 
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In addition Lent Evening Prayer at Rewe on 

Tuesdays at 6:00pm follows the Lord’s Prayer 

theme. Feb 23 (Father), Mar 2 (Will), 9 (Bread), 16 

(Forgive), 23 (Heaven) and 30 (Prayer). 

 

Friday Lent Lunches 
There will be short services starting at 12:00 midday 

followed by a simple lent lunch as below. All are 

welcome. 

Stoke Canon 26 Feb 

Thorverton     5 March  Womens’ World Day of            

Prayer 

Upton Pyne 12 March 

Poltimore 19 March 

 

Donations at these lunches will be sent to the charity 

Send a Cow of which Garfield Alford was a strong 

supporter during his life. (Organisers please send the 

donations to Margaret Lowe to send on).  

 

Ladies Group 
The next meeting of the Ladies Group, will be at 

Moss Bank, School Lane, by the very kind invitation 

of Beryl Grace, at the usual time on February 11
th
. 

 

Happy Birthday to Sybil, from us all, hope you enjoy 

your Party. 

 

TARTS News 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 

 

Future walks and events: 

 

Saturday 30
th
 January – A 6 – 7 mile walk led by Ray 

Saturday 20
th
 February – A 5ish mile walk led by 

Caroline  

Saturday 6
th
 March – Longer walk led by Simon and 

Mary 

Saturday 20
th
 March 

Saturday 3
rd

 April   

Saturday 24
th
 April 

 

All walks meet outside The Bell at 09.30, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Walk 

details (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will 

be displayed approximately a week before the walk 

in the Old Post Office Window and on the village 

noticeboard. If you would like to be included on the 

email list contact Jean (861176) or Caroline 

(861002). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 

 

 
The Ford by John Spivey  

 

 

 
From Bidwell by Graeme Culshaw  
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Legal Eagle  

This month we return to the subject of wills. Implicit 

in our understanding of the notion of freedom of 

testamentary disposition is the fact that the will must 

truly express the wishes of the testator as to the 

disposition of his property on death. 

 

If a will is made as a result of force, fear, fraud or 

undue influence it will not be regarded as the act of 

the testator and will be refused probate. A person who 

alleges that a will was made as a result of one of these 

factors has the burden of proving the allegation before 

probate will be denied. 

 

Obviously if it can be shown that a testator made a 

will because he was being subjected to force or the 

fear of force if he did not do so the will cannot be 

admitted to probate. This would apply equally to 

specific gifts in a will which could be omitted from 

probate whilst the remainder of the was admitted. 

 

Any form of deception practised on the testator which 

affects his will will amount to fraud. Examples 

include inducing the testator to make provision in his 

will, or exclude from his will, a beneficiary because 

of false statements made to him in relation to that 

beneficiary or, as in Wilson –v- Joughlin [1866] 

pretending to be lawfully married to the testator. As 

Lord Langdale said in Giles –v- Giles [1836], it is 

clear that ‘ a legacy given to a person in a character 

which the legatee does not fill, and by the fraudulent 

assumption of which character the testator has been 

deceived, will not take effect’. 

 

Fraud may also arise from reading over a will to a 

testator by failing to convey the effect of his 

testamentary act or pretending that things which are 

being ‘read’ are in the will when they are not. 

 

Undue influence is something which overpowers the 

free will of the testator. There are any number of 

judicial attempts to define undue influence and any 

number of cases in which the issue has been before 

the courts. In Wingrove –v- Wingrove [1835] Sir 

James Hannen said, ‘To be undue influence in the 

eyes of the law there must be – to sum it up in a word 

– coercion…….It is only when the will of the person 

who becomes a testator is coerced into doing that 

which he or she does not desire  to do, that it is undue 

influence’. 

 

In October 2009 Dr Christine Gill successfully 

challenged her mother’s will which had bequeathed 

the £2 million family farm in North Yorkshire to the 

RSPCA. The High Court ruled that Dr Gill’s late 

father had coerced his wife to go against her own  

 

wishes to leave the farm to their daughter. The court 

also had regard to the fact that Dr Gill had worked on 

the farm, had cared for her parents for more than 30 

years, had received assurances from both parents that 

she would inherit and in such circumstances said that 

it would be ‘unconscionable’ if she did not do so. I 

understand that the RSPCA intends to appeal. 

 

As previously mentioned, the burden of proof in 

allegations of undue influence rests with the party 

making the allegation. It is not a claim which should 

be made lightly and certainly not without being in 

possession of all of the facts. In his review of 

litigation costs, Lord Justice Jackson observed that 

the Jarndyce –v- Jarndyce syndrome is still alive, ‘ 

where, as occurred in the novel Bleak House by 

Charles Dickens, the end of the litigation only came 

when the entire estate had been swallowed up by 

costs’. 

 

Next month we shall turn our attention to the 

revocation of wills.  

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

       

Thorverton School PTFA  

Newsletter January 2010 
Happy New Year! 
Previous Fundraisers 

The Christmas Fair made as profit of over £400, an 

incredible sum, thank-you to all those who supported 

it! 

We tried Santa in a new way this year, with activities 

whilst the children waited rather than a queuing 

system. All feedback on this was positive, if there is 

any feedback on any events please let me know, as it 

helps with planning future ones! 

The Christmas Disco was run at a loss, however this 

is NOT run as a profit making evening, but a night 

when the children can come and have some fun! 

The December cake stall made £76, thank you to all 

those who donated/made cakes. 

January’s was cancelled as there was no school that 

week due to the weather. 

Cake Stall 

This is run on the second Sat of every month (except 

August!) and is the main source of income we use for 

leasing of the laptops at school. Our target is £1000 

per year. 
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Unfortunately we are falling behind with this target 

due to the cancelled stall in Jan. 

Our Feb cake stall will fall on Sat 13
th
, the same 

week as the music room opening at school. We are 

asking PTFA members to bake small cakes to sell at 

the opening, and other parents/grandparents etc to 

make cakes to sell at the market. PLEASE consider 

contributing something, as Tesco would say – every 

little helps! If you are unable to bake then maybe you 

would like to come & buy a cake as a weekend 

treat?! 

Future fundraising 

We are holding our annual quiz again this year, on 

Fri 5
th
 Feb, doors open at 7.30pm for an 8 o’clock 

start, teams of up to 8 people. Tickets are £6  

including a ploughman’s/chilli supper. They are 

available in advance from PTFA members or the 

Thorverton Arms.  Nic & Matt are our hosts for the 

evening, and there will be a bar, so please come 

along! There will be a ‘little extra’ game this year, so 

please bring a pound coin to take part! 

Raffle prizes 

So how many of you have chocs/wine/biscuits left 

from Christmas you want out of the house? Now’s 

your chance! We are looking for raffle prizes for the 

quiz and other events we hold during the year. 

Unwanted gifts such as toiletries also very welcome, 

please give to Karon Murphy by Monday 1
st
 Feb. 

Second Hand Uniform Sales 

We have lots of quality uniform, primarily girl’s 

pinafores, skirts and summer dresses, and boy’s 

shorts, also plenty of PE shorts! So if, like me you 

are finding your children have had a growth spurt 

over Christmas (upwards, not outwards like us 

adults!) then please let me know what you need. 

Items are only 50p each! 

The uniform will soon be on school premises & I am 

hoping to hold a ‘uniform shop’ on a Friday every 2 

weeks, if you are able to help for 30 mins after 

school, please let me know. 

Expenditure 

We have agreed to subsidise the buses for the 

swim/gym this year, and completed payments on the 

Music room & Library. 

Thanks again for all your support! 

 

Lisa Browning, Chair 

Allotment News 
 

The recent AGM  in the Exeter Inn was followed by 

an enjoyable social evening – thanks to all who 

brought food. 

 

At the meeting the Chairman reviewed the events of 

the year since a committee had been formed. These 

included permission to erect sheds; rotovating any 

“poor” allotments before a new person took over, and 

the introduction of a “security deposit” of £50 when 

any new person took on an allotment. This last issue 

was contentious – while most people present thought 

it a good idea to have a deposit to cover the cost of 

rotovating an allotment left in a poor state, the 

amount (set by the Parish Council) was thought too 

high and likely to put off potential allotment holders. 

Those present agreed the condition of the allotments 

has improved during the past year. It was also agreed 

that rather than have a small committee as at present, 

meetings would in future be open to all allotment 

holders. 

 

Finally it was agreed that those lighting bonfires 

should do so with consideration for nearby residents  

- to light them later in the day, and only when the 

wind was not blowing towards the houses, and to 

damp down any fires  before leaving. If you would 

like an allotment please contact the parish clerk. 

Mary Ette 

Thorverton Playgroup 
 

New Name, New Committee, New Premises? 

 

New Name 
The Thorverton Playgroup has changed its name to 

Thorverton Pre-School as the new committee wanted 

to ensure the name reflected the level of work that 

the highly trained staff do with the children. All the 

staff have or are working towards NVQs in Early 

Years practice and the Manager Tracy Weekes is 

also furthering her already extensive knowledge by 

studying for a Degree in Early Years Education. 

 

New Committee 
The 2009/2010 Committee is very strong, including 

Sarah Mitchell as Chair, Fiona Kugele as Vice Chair 

(who was chair 2006/2007) Tammi Vukusic as 

Secretary and Louise Heard remaining as Treasurer. 

Already the Pre-School has had a trip to Pennywell 

Farm for the Nativity as well as a farm visit and 

Carols in Thorverton Church with much more 

planned in 2010. 

 

New Times 
As from January 2010 we are adding a new afternoon 

session on a Monday and also the Pre-School will be 

open at 9.15am each morning, so the session times 

are as follows: 
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Monday    9.15 – 11.45    

Lunch Club 11.45-12.45  12.45 – 3.15 

Tuesday   9.15 – 11.45   

Lunch Club 11.45 – 12.45 

Weds     9.15 – 11.45 

 Lunch Club 11.45-12.45 

Thursday  9.15 – 11.45  

 Lunch Club 11.45 – 12.45 12.45 – 3.15 

 

Exciting news 
As many of you know, the Pre-School has tried on 

many occasions to obtain its own purpose built 

premises, with little success. We are very pleased to 

announce the most exciting news, that the Pre-School 

has been granted the majority of funds from the sale 

of Exeter Airport towards building a new Pre-School. 

A huge thank you must go to ex-chair Laura Samuel 

and ex-committee member Hilary Lawson, for all 

their hard work, who submitted the application way 

back in October 2008.  

 

Working together 
The Committee have been in discussions with the 

Thorverton School Governors, Headteacher and 

Devon County Council regarding building on the 

school site and things are looking very promising. 

The School and Pre-School have set up a steering 

group, which is working on a Partnership agreement 

to enhance the working relationship and forge 

stronger bonds between both establishments, which 

will only benefit the children and staff in both places. 

 

What Next? 
The next step is to secure the rest of the funding for 

the build and submit the plans for planning 

permission. 

 

As mentioned earlier, we have secured a large 

amount from monies after the Exeter Airport sale, the 

Pre-School also has a substantial sum to put into the 

build, which has been saved over the years after 

some great fundraising by past committee members. 

We also have another couple of pledges we are now 

trying to secure, however this still leaves us between 

5%-10% to find.  

 

We will therefore be very busy fundraising this year 

to raise this amount, any support or donations will all 

be very much appreciated.   For further information 

regarding donations, pledges and support, please 

contact: 

 

Sarah Mitchell – Chair 01392 860450 

Sarah Abrahams – Fund Raising Co-ordinator 01392 

851827 

 

 

 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
 

Nowadays schools always appear to be the first 

institutions to close at the mere hint of snow. When I 

was at school few teachers had (or could afford) cars, 

so, like the pupils, most lived within three or four 

miles walking distance of their school and closing 

due to snow or cold classrooms was unheard of. 

Closure/amalgamation of many schools together with 

teacher mobility means we are now more reliant than 

ever on transport. Perhaps education authorities 

should have catchment areas for teachers and 

ancillary staff as well as pupils! 

 

Thanks to AH for his contribution to the Climate 

Change debate. Despite a total staff of 1800 and 

some of the most powerful computers in the land the 

Met Office seems increasingly unable to accurately 

forecast our weather more than a few hours ahead. 

Perhaps, this loss of faith in the forecasts causes 

many of us to simply ignore their advice, so that on 

the occasions when they get it right so many of us 

end up stranded and the road system in chaos. If a 

24-hour forecast is so difficult how much confidence 

can we have in a 25-year forecast? 

 

Local Councils appear to have abdicated 

responsibility for keeping our footpaths safe and 

clear of snow and ice – I suppose the Health and 

Safety of employees is now paramount. Nevertheless, 

the litter pickers are a stalwart bunch and continued 

to pick up what little litter they could find amidst the 

winter snow – what a waste of time and effort when 

they could have been better employed making the 

pavements safer. I suspect the true total cost to the 

UK - industry, commerce, crash insurance claims, 

ambulance and hospital services, etc. - will far 

exceed the cost of effective gritting. 

 

Being the grateful recipient of the Winter Fuel 

Payment I am, as usual, reluctant to complain. But, 

talking recently to a medic serving as a Colonel in 

the British Army (pay over £80,000 a year) I was 

amazed at the scope of the payment - especially as it 

was made whilst serving in the Eastern 

Mediterranean, where the temperature as I write is 

20C warmer than Thorverton. (Budget Focus Group 

please note).  

Commentator 
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Women's Institute 
 

WI events for 2010 are as follows.  All events are at 

the WI Premises unless otherwise stated: 

  

February: 

Tuesday 2nd  Heirlooms of the Future - Mrs L 

Channon.  7.30pm 

Sat 27th  WI Market and Coffee Morning.  10.00 to 

11.00am 

March 

Tues 2nd   Discuss and Plan next year's programme.  

7.30pm 

Sat 27th   I Market and Coffee Morning.  10.00 to 

11.00am 

April 

Tues 6th  Broadclyst Group meeting.  7.30pm 

Thurs 8th   Jumble Sale - more details later 

Sat 24th  WI Market and Coffee Morning.  10.00 to 

11.00am 

May 

Tues 4th  Resolutions - County Adviser.  7.30pm 

Thurs 13th  Beetle Drive and sausage, mash/chips 

and beans.  More details later 

June 

Tues 1st  Summer Party.  7.30pm 

Sat 26th  WI Market and Coffee Morning.  10.00 to 

11.00am 

July 

Tues 6th  Fundraising from Odds and Ends - Mrs A 

Hosker.  7.30pm 

 

 

 

Sat 24th  WI Market and Coffee Morning.  10.00 to 

11.00am 

August 

Tues 3rd  The South West Tales of the Woollen 

Industry - Mr B Canihan.  7.30pm 

Sat 7th  Trip (open to all) to Montecute House and 

Gardens.  Details later 

Sat 28th  WI Market and Coffee Morning.  10.00 to 

11.00am 

September 

Sat 4th  Chinese Night.  More details later 

Tues 7th  Members' evening.  7.30pm 

Sat 25th  WI Market and Coffee Morning.  10.00 to 

11.00am 

October 

Tues 5th  Using Living Willow - R&S Kerwood.  

7.30pm 

Sat 16th  Table Top Sale 

Sat 23rd  WI Market and Coffee Morning.  10.00 to 

11.00am 

November 

Tues 2nd  Spinning - Mrs T Clarke.  7.30pm 

WI Christmas Market - dates and details later 

Shopping Trip - dates and details later 

December  

Tues 7th  Annual Meeting.  7.30pm 

Sat 18th  WI Market and Coffee Morning.  10.00 to 

11.00am 

 

 

Sledging on Ford Plain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

from left: Sam and Nic Fice, Bailey; Natasha and Leah Carbines; Penny and Chloe Fice.     

Photo: Alex Fice   
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Thorverton Youth Football 

 
Firstly an apology for anyone who was waiting to see 

the boys in their new kit in the January Focus. I 

missed the deadline. Sorry. Hopefully this report 

makes up for it. In December 2009 there was only 

one match played and this was a cup match. Saturday 

5
th
 December and a very cold Ottery St Mary was the 

destination for the cup match. Both teams struggling 

in the cold the match finished 1-1 after extra time. 

Penalty shootout was the decider and fortunately for 

Thorverton Charlie Sinclair’s excellent goal keeping 

skills kept Thorverton in the cup winning the penalty 

shootout.  The boys were all very happy to be going 

through to the quarter finals of the cup.  The parents 

on the side where all relieved to that the penalty 

shootout had gone Thorverton’s way.  The next 

round of the cup is at Queen Elizabeth Community 

College Lower School site against Crediton United. 

 

January 16
th
 2010 a new year and a trip to Dawlish 

for a league match. The game started off slowly as 

both teams had not played for some time. Thorverton 

had a few chances at goal but it seemed the ball 

could not find the back of the net. This did not last 

long though with some great passing Thorverton 

found the back of the net.  It was a long time until 

Thorverton found the net again with some good link 

up play. Dawlish replied with a goal late in the 

second half but it was to be Thorverton’s day again 

final score 2-1.  The boys played extremely well, 

with no games or training since the 5
th
 of December. 

Let’s hope they can keep up the good performances 

and keep scoring goals, as we all like a good cheer on 

the side line.  

 

Here is the picture as promised of the boys in their 

new kit kindly sponsored by Westexe Forklifts LTD.  

Huge thanks to Greg Vought for supplying the kit 

and joining in with training. Good luck to the boys 

for their cup match on Saturday 30
th
 January.   

Photo by Natasha Carbines 
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Thorverton at Work 
 

The Exe Valley Farm Shop 
Telephone 01392 861239 

 

I salute these people wholeheartedly. And I include Emma in my praise but not in the picture 

unfortunately as she was away.  It has been a very cold snap this year for a place with no heating and two 

north facing doors but it failed to stop business or take the smiles from their faces. Yes, Russell Powell 

had the hardship (Hm!) of staying over at The Thorverton Arms for a couple of icy nights…. Then again, 

perhaps it was due after 14 years of winters in the shop. 

 

Russell started life in Devon but was raised in Surrey and only returned to his roots when he and his wife, 

Helen, took a job on the Stockleigh Pomeroy estate. Following their split the possibility of renting the 

farm shop was mooted to Russell who readily took on the challenge.  

 

It was often touch and go in the early days but as a greater variety of produce was stocked so custom 

grew. It also helped that more people were realising the value of supporting local business as they finally 

understood that it was a matter of use it or lose it. More hands to the pump were required and now 

Russell’s daughter, Bex, works full time (and a half) with Emma Wardle and Russell’s partner, Keren, 

sister of Tina Ayre, and her son Tom who 

helps out when he’s not at college. That’s 

what you call a praper family job and there is 

plenty of hilarity going on. I asked Bex what 

she thought of working with her father for the 

last four years. “It’s very….,” she looked at 

Emma who looked at her and both said 

simultaneously, “interesting.” And burst into 

laughter. I have no idea why and didn’t like 

to ask. 

 

Russell believes in selling local produce 

whenever possible and this is most visible in 

early winter when braces of pheasants festoon 

the shop front and ready prepared pigeons are 

on the shelves. Very local vegetables are in 

stock all year round. If not local, then 

ethically sourced. There are also locally made cards, chocolate, meringues, bread, milk, cheese, meats, 

chutneys and jams, jewellery too; the list is too long to print. Dog, bird, chicken, cat and rat food (not sure 

its correct name is rat ‘food’ exactly but that‘s what Emma calls it) are also stocked.  

 

“You can buy everything you need for a meal and we even had one customer wandering around with 

recipe book in hand,” says Keren. “We like to think we provide a personal service and we’ll always carry 

your shopping to the car if you ask. We do our best to give people what they want and will definitely 

consider requests for something.” 

 

So what are your plans for the future, Russell? He thinks briefly. “I want to retire as soon as possible - but 

I can’t see it happening for about another hundred years!” 

 

 

If you would like to be featured please contact Jane Ristic on janeristic@aol.com 
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Nature Notes 
Mid December to Mid January 

A barn owl was seen in a tree near Berrysbridge and 

it’s not the first time there has been a sighting in this 

area.  I love to listen to tawny owls who have been 

hooting early mornings and nights for a few months. 

The bare hedgerows make it easy to spot bullfinches 

who when in flight flash their bold white rump. 

Often they can be heard before being seen, my 

interpretation of their call is ‘seep’ but in my bird 

books it is described as ‘heu or ‘deeu’. 

 

Inside our greenhouse I was astonished to see a wren 

fly out of its roosting place and swoop down and out 

through a tiny hole at the base of the greenhouse. 

The timber between the breeze blocks and aluminium 

frame is rotting and I have blocked up several of 

these holes to stop mice and voles gaining access. 

 

As often occurs when a cold snap is with us birds 

that are not normally seen come inland from the 

coast. On Boxing Day morning I saw a flock of 

approximately 100 lapwings in flight. Later some 

lapwing landed in a field near Ratcliffe Farm. Snipe 

have also been seen locally. 

 

 

 

 

During the recent cold weather, in addition to the 

usual visitors to our bird table we have had daily 

visits from a flock of long-tailed tits. I notice they 

like brazil nuts, left over from Christmas. Paul 

Edwards at West Court, Raddon reports that a male 

and female blackcap is visiting his feeders. Paul has 

also watched at least four wrens use house martin 

nests to shelter from the cold conditions.  

 

Along with my daughter and friends, on 9th January 

we took the opportunity of walking in the snow to 

Raddon Top. As we passed by Shepherds Cot we saw 

a single lovely yellow daffodil in flower.  

 

I don’t normally make a New Year resolution but this 

year I have made four, one is to make a weekly walk 

around the Millennium Green to observe exactly 

what wildlife is living in or passing through the 

Green. My observations during the snow cover 

showed that rabbits had been there depositing their 

droppings and moles had thrown up fresh mole hills 

and I smelt the distinctive scent of fox.   

 

Now is the time to start checking your pond for the 

arrival of frogspawn. I’ve had no reports of 

frogspawn yet.  More news next month. 

  

Jenny Garne     

 

 

 Poetry 
New sprung hope 

Born of the snow, 

Bathed in the dew, 

Dressed by the frost, 

Her fairness grew. 

Kissed by the breeze, 

Blessed by the rain,  

Softly she spoke 

Of Spring again. 

Cold was the soil, 

Dark was her bed 

Strong was her faith 

Which upward led; 

No warmth she knew 

Except inside 

Her tiny heart, 

From which spread wide 

The warmth and start of every Spring, 

Its new sprung hope - its wondering 

One snowdrop, small and sweet as love, 

One fragile link with heaven above.  

                                    Doreen Beer 
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Thorverton Cricket Club 
       
CHAIRMAN’S AGM ADDRESS – 2009 

 

I would like to open by thanking all members of the 

committee for the work they have undertaken on 

behalf of the club throughout the season. I would 

also like to thank all captains’ managers and other 

volunteers in organising the club it players and 

indeed everyone who has contributed to the 2009 

season 

 

Our 2009 season has witnessed a number of notable 

successes: 

 

• Our 1
st
 XI promotion 

• Club Mark 

• 2
nd

 XI League Bowler of the Year 

 

and a number of other individual and team awards at  

the clubs dinner dance and the league presentation 

evenings ……. 

 

….and all of this on the eve of the club celebrating 

150 year anniversary 

 

I am sure you will hear more of the player’s 

achievements from the captains however it has been 

very pleasing as chair to see how club spirit and 

commitment levels have improved. As many of you 

are aware I am not around the club as much as I used 

to be these days but on the occasions that I am it is a 

delight to see so many people from all age groups 

and cross sections of the club enjoying themselves. 

Very rewarding 

 

At the heart of the club is a community and 

collaborative spirit. It is this spirit and sense of 

community which was at the core of our Club Mark 

accreditation. For those of you unfamiliar with Club 

Mark this is the national ECB accreditation standard 

by which cricket is operated throughout England and 

Wales. 

 

For those of you who were with us at the Colts 

presentation evening in the summer you will have 

heard Devon Cricket Development officer Matt 

Theedom complement us as an exemplar club by 

which others should benchmark community 

involvement. An accolade to be proud of but not one 

upon which we should rest our laurels. Moreover 

Club Mark now provides us with a platform from 

which we can produce a new vision for the club of 

which I will talk later. 

 

Before I do that I wish to take this opportunity to 

thank all involved in preparing the Club Mark 

submission but in particular Jimmy May for taking 

the lead and pulling us all together and getting the 

submission presentable and capable of submission.  

 

Thank you James  

Again for those of you who were not aware 

achieving Club Mark necessitated some amendments 

to our constitution which were effected through a 

well attended EAGM at the club in the summer. 

These effectively updated a number of our existing 

rules to reflect the more inclusive nature of our club 

and society along with an improvement our 

administrative and operating rules. 

 

This would not have been possible without the 

hardwork of our secretary Mike Denford. 

 

Now.... Mike may not have the prettiest of legs or the 

best short hand but he does has a heart that beats 

Thorverton and we are very lucky to have him.  

Thanks Mike 

 

So how do I see the club on the eve of its 150 year 

celebration? 

 

Well it is potentially on the threshold of a 

transformation into a much larger club than it has 

ever been before. The burgeoning success of the 

Junior section is demanding more playing space; the 

elevation of juniors into the senior teams is seeing us 

joining new leagues’ and the contemplation of 

running a third eleven and women’s cricket are all 

opportunities which the clubs executive have been 

discussing .  

 

To support this ambition however a number of 

fundamentals need to be in place: 

 

• Financial stability 

• Healthy membership 

• Security of fixed assets 

• An executive and membership that are as one 

 

Each of these have been ever present over recent 

seasons and consequently our vision has become 

reality far quicker than planned. A new vision is 

therefore needed and one which is again achievable 

in a realistic timescale – what this vision comprises 

is one which you and all involved with club need to 

contribute towards. 

 

Club Mark opens up a new range of possibilities the 

most exciting of which is the prospect of a new 

clubhouse. We also need to consider the acquisition 
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of additional land for increased playing capacity 

which if successful could see a re-orientation of the 

square and a re-siting of the Club house. These 

material changes do not however guarantee success. 

 

Success can be defined in many ways and I believe 

we have captured much of what I want it to be over 

the last few seasons and this is set out in our Club 

Mark submission. This is a vision of a community 

orientated club that provides opportunity for all in an 

atmosphere that allows talent to develop. I am sure 

this is what Matt Theedom has seen and which will 

serve us well in future years 

 

So I would encourage all of you here and more 

importantly all of those not here to engage with the 

executive and communicate your ambition as we 

want to get this right. 

 

Much of what has been achieved over the lat few 

years has been thanks to our committee and their 

enthusiasm to get others involved in running the 

club. Having a vision is admirable but it does not run 

the club on a day to day basis.  There are still  areas 

where too much falls on too few shoulders and we 

have to help. 

 

Preparing the wickets and the ground has been has 

largely been thanks to George Greed and various 

assistants. George will not be able to do this next 

year - identifying a new grounds man has been an 

elusive challenge which we have yet to resolve and 

we all know how difficult it is to play good cricket 

on under unprepared surfaces. 

 

Providing the grounds team with the proper 

equipment is also a necessity. Our good fortune to 

have the heavy roller most of last summer being a 

case in point. An immediate investment made all the 

easier with the support of sponsorship 

 

Unfortunately we were victims of several break ins 

last year leaving the fabric of the club damaged and 

vulnerable and in need of immediate repair. Who 

affects the repairs – you don’t know how lucky we 

are to have Keith who selflessly puts the club first far 

too often for your benefit – thank you keith 

 

The break ins do raise the question what level of 

security we need to have – a constant challenge as 

more equipment and people get involved with the 

club. I fear CCTV is an inevitability.  

 

The bar – nearly always open when you need it but 

when did you last do the washing up or empty the 

bins or vacuum – somebody does 

 

Again we are exceptionally lucky to have Janet and 

Bob who not only do the above but keep the books 

balanced against a most challenging set of opening 

hours. Many thanks to them both and their co 

helpers. 

 

The Colts – we are all proud to be complemented 

about the success of our colts section especially me – 

but it hasn’t just happened and as it grows we need 

more coaches; organisers etc Jock and Julie and their 

managers have done an outstanding job but they need 

more help – please volunteer 

 

 

So what next – as I have mentioned next year we 

celebrate 150 years and whilst our plans have to be 

finalised our current intentions are as follows : 

 

• Invitation Premier League XI 

• Colts/parents Fixture 

• MCC Invitation XI 

• Village Weekend 

• Club Re-Union 

• Exiles XI 

• Dinner Dance 

• Pub Competition 

• Invitation Molineux XI 

 

Finalising these events will be the first priority of the 

committee elected by this AGM 

 

I have indicated to the serving committee that to 

deliver on the challenges ahead of us we need to 

consider how the duties of the executive function 

with the possibility of creating a new responsibilities. 

For example the Chair might deal with more of the 

off field activities and the creation of a new role to 

look after the players and the cricketing activities of 

the club outside those of the captains? 

 

So I would conclude that our 2009 season was one of 

the clubs most successful seasons in its recent history 

an one which I would like to see repeated next year. 

To achieve this we need everyone to work together. 

 

I look forward to being part of the clubs future 

successes 

 

Thank you 

 

 

Charles Kislingbury – Chair 2009 
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Twenty-Five Years Ago 

January 1985 Focus 
Confessions of a ‘Junkie’ 

I am a Junkie- a self confessed junkie! Now, please 

don’t get alarmed, and reach for the phone and dial 

“Narcotics Anonymous”. No! I don’t ‘chase the 

dragon’, or ‘main line’ or ‘take a trip’, or even sniff 

cocaine. No! I just like junk –Household junk in 

particular seems to draw me like an unseen magnet! 

Any occasion, where a ‘Bric-a Bric,’ ‘White 

Elephant’, ‘second hand’, or ‘unwanted gifts’ stall 

are evident, I am always overcome by a compulsive 

urge to buy something! I seldom need what I buy, I 

just imagine what I buy will come in useful one day. 

I always think it will fit or match something I’ve 

already got , (it never does), yet still I buy it! 

The last four years I have had plenty of time to 

satisfy this dominating urge which has laid dormant 

in me for years. I now have the opportunity to attend 

all the local Bazaars, Jumble Sales and coffee 

mornings, and now I can pander to each compulsive 

whim of buying something that other people are glad 

to get rid of! 

(Even the junk stall owners in Tiverton Market know 

they have a captive client when they see me!) Just 

one little item will satisfy the craze-and make me 

happy, be it a Tupperware container without a lid, a 

butter dish from Princetown, or a cracked cut glass 

jam dish. I am happy to buy it. 

Ah-you ask-whatever does she do with all the junk 

she buys? Well, I just wash them, maybe use them (if 

possible) once or twice, and then add them to my 

already growing collection of junk. When I am asked 

to CONTRIBUTE to a White Elephant stall,  then the 

procedure is reversed , and I steel myself to make a 

decision to part with something –with tears in my 

eyes, and suffer momentarily from withdrawal 

symptoms! Yes! I have even bought back a long 

loved item which I never should have parted with in 

the first place.! 

I can hear you say, “Whatever will eventually 

become of this junk collection –who will get rid of 

it?” I don’t really worry since it won’t present a 

problem  to me. I’ll be quietly resting in my grave 

then, but I’ve no doubt HE will allow me a wry 

smile, when I see some poor unfortunate unloading it 

all at the first Jumble Sale following my demise”. 

You will now ask (as I do) to what one attributes this 

strange addictive behaviour . After much thought, I 

recall I had an Aunt who was a ‘junkie’.  She 

suffered from the disease in comparatively 

astronomic proportions to me (at present). Her 

memory is kept alive by many tales of her amusing 

and various collections, and how she became more 

and more addicted to junk! The medical profession, 

of course can give it a name, but there is no known 

cure. They call it Diogenes Syndrome” and it gains 

momentum and proportion with advancing years! 

I don’t anticipate getting to the stage that my Aunt 

reached, because, as I said at the beginning, I know 

and confess to being a ‘junkie’, and it is known that 

you are halfway to a cure if you admit there is a 

problem! 

Anyway-it’s fun-it makes for laughter, both, at me, 

and with me, (and there is little to laugh at these 

days.) It is a harmless addiction, it hurts no one, and 

is not destructive, and I get pleasure from it. It keeps 

the cash flowing, and the junk changing hands, and if 

ever you want anything there’s always a chance 

‘Emmie might have one’! Try me! 

Emmie Aird     

 

 

The Dolphin Group at The 
Thorverton Arms 
 

 Like many groups we were caught out by the snow 

so we had our first proper meeting of the year on the 

14th when we had an interesting discussion on The 

Shell Seekers which members had read or listened to. 

It was successful enough that we have chosen our 

next 3 books, they are:- 

 

The journal of Mrs Pepys by Sara George 

The curious incident of the dog in the night time by 

Mark Haddon 

The road home by Rose Tremain  

 

We have had some copies offered if any one wants to 

borrow one and audio tapes/cds can be borrowed 

from the library.  It's a great way to discover new 

authors and share your enjoyment with others. 

  

February dates:  4th - natural history, following on 

from the RSPB bird watch and when did you see 

your first snowdrop, crocus... 

11th - recipe exchange, share a favourite dish, quick 

and easy meals for one or healthy cakes 

18th - seated (or standing) exercise to music with 

Ken 

25th - reading group, The journal of Mrs Pepys 

  

So do join us on Thursday mornings 10:30 at The 

Thorverton Arms, all welcome just come along and 

give us a try. 

 

For information about Upstream call 01363 778029 

  

Gilly Haysom 
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Thorverton School Report 
 

On Friday 8th January we opened the school for a 

special 'Snow Based Learning Day' for those children 

who could make it in.  We had 40  

children out of a possible 78 and had a great day 

learning in mixed age groups with the older children 

caring for the younger ones.  We used digital 

thermometers to find the coldest place in the school, 

used Digiblue Video Recorders to interview each 

other about the weather, wrote weather reports, made 

digital pictures, baked snowmen biscuits,  

created snowy collages, brought to life all the 

snowmen in Thorverton through drama and went 

sledging!  It was a great day.  Here are some of the 

children's reports and photographs about snow and 

how it affects us in Thorverton. 

Tania Beard 

 

 

Because we have had quite a lot of snow some 

people have been sledging, making snow men, 

making snow angels, going on long walks and other 

things. When you are going to work or on break 

down services it can be quite difficult to get out of 

your house and start your car, van or anything else 

that you need to start you always need to be careful 

when driving around because 

there is some ice on the ground and you may slip so 

always be careful. What you need to wear when you 

are out in the snow you need to wear some nice 

warm clothes some socks a coat a hat some gloves 

and lot's more.    

 

Stephanie Needs – Class 3   

 
 
 
News Flash! 
 

The snow in Thorverton is causing widespread 

panic! 

 

People are getting worried that they will get snowed 

in and are buying milk and bread and other groceries. 

The primary school has been closed for days and 

most of the teachers can't get in so it's hard for the 

pupils to be taught.   

 

Snowmen are all over the place and are melting fast 

the children are really upset. Snow Blizzards are 

forecasted for Sunday and Monday! Airports are 

trying their best to clear the runways so that the 

planes can land. Some pupils had gone to foreign 

countries and can't get back. 

 

Temperatures are dropping all over the country and 

are freezing the snow making it a nightmare for 

drivers.  Many children have to stay at home because 

the schools are closed causing their parents to miss 

work. People are getting ready for power cuts. 

 

The snow is the best thing that has happened for the 

children.  James Hutton said that his favourite thing 

to do in snow is making snowmen.  

 

James Crang – Class 3 

 
NEWS-FLASH 

A giant snow frenzy has swept Devon  

causing lots of flights to be delayed and euro-star 

has been troubled and people are either left 

stranded at foreign airports or having to wait 

over night.  Some places have received more 

than8 inches of snow when this will stop who 

knows? Also the following schools are closed 

Tedburn,,Brampford Speke,Thorverton, 

Castle Primary, Stoke Canon,,Silverton, 

Chumleigh, Archbishop Newton, 

Exeter School, Cheriton Fitzpaine, Cheriton 

Bishop and Sandford Primary. 

.Next update tomorow. 
 

Jacob Tandy – Class 3 
  

 

 

 James – Class 2      
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019 

 
Bus services              See inside back cover 
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Linda Dalton, Administration Manager, 07594 714590, linda.netherexe@btinternet.com 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231. 
 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730. 
 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 
County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671. 
District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258. 
Doctors     Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler 
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501 
Gas Emergency   0800 111999 
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park 
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton.  861062. 
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
       IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 
Pension Service  PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265 
Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG  860455 
     Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.  
     Sat: 9 am.-12 noon      Sun:  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
     Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St. 
School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374. 
School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054 
School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609   Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  
  Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 
Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club  Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133. 
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 
Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270 
     Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614. 
   Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 
  Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton 
  held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027. 
  Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
  Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 
Toddler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318. 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.  
Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 
Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 
Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631 
  Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee   4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  
 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30    Mon.     9.00  - 11.00  
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30             Tue.      9.00  - 11.00  
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30   Wed.     3:30 -    5:30   
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00               Thu.      9.00  -  11.00  
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00               Fri.        3.00  -    5.00 
 

The Surgeries are OPEN at the following times 
 

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30 
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00 
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00 
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30 
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions.  Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622 
 

 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00 
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 
 Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthony O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER 
 
Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30   
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00     
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00  09.00 - 11.00  
 15.30 - 17.30  15.00 - 17.00   

Thursday  09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00   

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00 
 Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks   
  (Urgent cases only)*      
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Waste Collection Dates for 2010 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

February 1 and 15     February 8 and 22 

March 1, 15 and 29     March 8 and 22 

April 13 (Tues) and 26    April 7 (Wed) and 19 

May 10 and 24     May 4 (Tues) and 17 

June 7 and 21     June 1 (Tues), 14 and 28 

July 5 and 19     July 12 and 26 

August 2, 16 and 31 (Tues)    August 9 and 23 

September 13 and 27    September 6 and 20 

October 11 and 25     October 4 and 18 

November 8 and 22     November 1, 15 and 29 

December 6 and 20     December 13 and 29 (Wed) 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton  07.54 (07.57 on Saturday), 08.55, 10.40, 12.40 14.40, 17.40, 18.20 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.25, 09.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.15, 18.30. 

 

To Exeter 07.53, 09.57 (10.02 on Saturday), 11.52, 13.52, 15.42 (15.52 on Saturday), 18.55 from The Berry and 

Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station. 07.30, 08.30, 10.15, 12.15, 14.15, 17.15, 17.55  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2010 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

Fri 5
th
  PTFA Quiz Night, School Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Sat 13
th
 Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Mon 15
th
 Church Week planning meeting, at the Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Thurs 18
th
 Arts Exchange, Dates, at Okero, 8.00 pm. 

Sat 20
th
 Thorverton Wheelers and Tourers’ Charity Ball with the Thorvertones, at the Exeter Inn, 8.00 pm. 

 TARTS walk, meet at The Bell Inn, 9.30am 

Sat 27
th
    WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

 

MARCH 

Thurs 11
th
 Arts Exchange, Winds, at Cubberley House, 8.00 pm. 

Sat 13
th
 Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Fri 26
th  

Thorverton and District History Society, "The Tiverton Canal" at the WI Hut, 7.30pm  

Sat 27
th
    WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

 

APRIL 

Thurs 8
th
 WI Jumble Sale 

Mon 12
th
 Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 7.30 pm. 

Thurs 15
th
 Arts Exchange, Weddings, at 25 The Glebe, 8.00 pm. 

Friday 23
rd

   Thorverton and District History Society, "Freemasonry" at the WI Hut, 7.30pm  

Sat 24
th
    WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

 

MAY 

Sat 1
st
 May Ball at the Memorial Hall 

Tues 11
th
-Fri 15

th
 May  East Devon Arts Festival in the Parish Church, 10.00am to 8.30pm daily 

Thurs 27
th
 Arts Exchange, Pastoral/Bucolic, at Newcourt Farmhouse, 8.00 pm. 

Friday 28
th
   Thorverton and District History Society, "Windmills in the Devon Landscape", WI Hut, 7.30pm  

 

JUNE 

Sat 12
th
 and Sun 13

th
 Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Thurs 17
th
 Arts Exchange, Uplifting, at Pynes House, 8.00 pm. 

Fri 25
th
   Thorverton and District History Society, Outside visit  

Sat 26th   WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

 

JULY 

Mon 12
th
 Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m. 

Thurs 22
nd

 Arts Exchange, Water, venue to be announced, 8.00 p.m. 

Sat 24
th
    WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

 

AUGUST 

Sat 28
th
    WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Friday 24
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, "Exeter Almshouses" at the WI Hut, 7.30pm  

Sat 25th   WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

 


