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Editorial 
We were lucky to have a good weekend's weather for 

the Show - and further good weather over the second 

half of June which has seen the village looking 

lovely. I went to the Show on the Saturday and 

thoroughly enjoyed it. The balance of acts made for 

an entertaining afternoon. It was particularly good to 

see so many of our young people in the QE Jazz 

Band, that entertained us during the afternoon, and 

also good to see so many slightly older musicians 

taking part in the evening's musical entertainment. 

As one who can neither play nor sing, I am always 

most impressed by anyone who can, and we do seem 

to have a lot of musical talent in the village. 

 

I have been getting very excited about my allotment 

this year, as some of you will have noticed. In the 

past ten or more years I have hardly got anything 

from our little patch, but this year it is at last yielding 

more than the cost of any seeds or plants (if not the 

cost of labour)! It feels very exciting - as well as 

healthy - to eat produce grown on my allotment. I 

had hoped that my efforts to tame my allotment 

would bring it up to the standard of others, but there 

seems to have been an overall improvement in the 

standard of allotments this year. Everything is 

looking fantastic. Well done to all those of you who 

have made such a good impression. 

 

I have included a short article in this month's Focus 

about our new MP, Mel Stride, who held a surgery 

here on Saturday. I am conscious of the need for 

Focus to remain non-political, nevertheless, our MP 

is our representative in Parliament and if he doesn't 

understand our views then he will not be able to 

represent us very effectively. I have encouraged him 

to provide occasional updates over the coming 

months so that we can better understand what is on 

his agenda. 

 

I am also pleased to be able to give details of the 

funding available from Focus for people wanting to 

improve facilities for local organisations. See page 

21. 

 

The Focus team has a month off now, with no Focus 

in August. I hope that you will find plenty in this 

edition to keep you informed. If you don't, then the 

answer lies within your own hands - and the hands of 

others of course - to keep me in the picture by 

submitting articles. Once again I thank those who 

have again contributed articles or other information.  

 

Neville Lane, Editor
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Letters 
 

Remembering Mary Trump 
 

From Heather Kershaw of The Glebe 
 

Mary's contribution to Thorverton life is remembered 

in other places in Focus this month I know, but I 

would like to mention that she was a very valuable 

member of our craft unpacking, sorting, labelling, 

counting team at the Arts Festival. Mary was 

efficient, hard-working, dependable, enthusiastic, 

creative with displays and uncomplaining, even when 

presented with huge boxes full of pottery to unpack, 

identify and label or when given lots of fiddly 

jewellery to arrange.  

 

This year Mary was disappointed that she couldn't 

help as usual and had hoped she might at least be 

able to sell some cake draw tickets for us. But alas 

this was not to be. 

 

Memorials to her good taste and hard work remain to 

benefit and delight us, in the form of lovely cards and 

goods on sale at the PO and the wonderful garden at 

The Lodge and The Chapel. Memories of lovely 

meals and social occasions will also be cherished. 

We are immensely sad to have lost her so soon and 

extend our love and support to Brian, all her family 

and friends. 

 

 

From Jill Blewett 
 

On behalf of the members of TCT Ltd., I would like 

to pay tribute to the contribution made by Mary 

Trump to the smooth running of the Organisation. 

 

Over the years since it's original foundation she 

worked quietly and tirelessly in the background.  For 

a short time she had a higher profile supporting Brian 

during his stint as Postmaster but thereafter became 

my adviser and assistant in keeping the newspaper 

and stationery business going. Her good taste in 

selecting greetings cards and her expertise in 

marketing small items, acquired during her time with 

the National Trust was invaluable and will make her 

a hard act to follow. 

 

We are all grateful for her efforts in our struggle for 

the survival of the Post Office and we will miss her. 

 

I would also like to offer the Society's sincere 

condolences to Brian and the family. 

 

From Brian Trump of School Lane 
 

As a family we have been greatly touched by the 

lovely cards, messages, flowers, and visits from so 

many people in Thorverton during Mary's illness, 

and also following her death. Through Focus we 

would like to say lots of 'thank yous' to everyone who 

was so concerned for her. 

 

Thank you to our Doctors, Anderson and Wride who 

have been such a wonderful comfort and support 

during Mary's illness. Thank you to the District 

Nurses and to Hilary, the HospiceCare nurse who 

looked after Mary so well, for all her attention and 

kindness. 

 

Thank you to Revd Gwynne Edwards who took the 

Thanksgiving Service at the Baptist Church for us, 

which was such a moving and uplifting service.  

Thank you to Heather Kershaw for the lovely music 

and especially 'The Arrival' which we had at our 

wedding service forty four years ago! Thank you to 

all who came to the Service and afterwards to tea in 

the garden on a perfect afternoon - which Mary 

would have enjoyed! Thank you to Katie who 

worked so hard, so that the garden looked at it's best 

for the occasion and arranged the flowers that Mary 

loved so much. 

 

We shall miss Mary more than words can ever 

express, but the great kindness and support from so 

many people in Thorverton is wonderful at this very 

sad time and we thank you all. 

 

 

From Alice and Frank Selley and Flossie 
 

We would like to express our appreciation of and say 

a big "thank you" to those public-spirited folk who 

maintain the Millennium Meadow, mowing wide 

walkways as well as play areas for the children. This 

is a superb facility which is enjoyed by many 

villagers and their dogs. 

 

From Bob Hyde of Jericho Street 
 

I would just like to take this opportunity through 

Focus to thank the people who made the bar a 

roaring success at the show. It is hard work to 

maintain the service that we give to our customers, 

especially with a smile on your face and I believe 

that is the major factor here, laughing, joking, 

singing and dancing as well at times made it really 

work. 
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As the bar manager I of course will get ALL the 

credit (deservedly so) but believe me people, if it 

were not for all of you giving up your free time to 

help out (in this day & age free time is precious) it 

would not have happened. 

 

My lovely helpers were Annabel Shelton, Mary Ette, 

Freddy Phillips, Rob Flatt, Colin & Alison Marshall, 

Pete Marshall who catered for the football lads in the 

TV tent, and not forgetting my lovely wife Sue. Guys 

thank you so very much for your input it was very 

much appreciated, this I feel is what makes this 

village very special. Thank You. 

 

From Jean Brown, Treasurer Thorverton P.C.C. 
 

Thorverton Church Week 2010 and the 40th East 
Devon Arts Festival 
 

Our parish church depends very heavily on these 

annual events. This year the Saturday Fair raised 

£385.66, the Grand Draw £799, the quiz at the 

Thorverton Arms £90 and the Pledge Auction at the 

Exeter Inn £2124. A grand total of £3398.66. The 

results of the Arts Festival and the Refreshments will 

be reported separately.  

 

Both the money raised and the community effort and 

enjoyment are a reflection of the commitment and 

dedication of many people. There are too many to 

name individually as these events draw in so many of 

the community who give time, skills, money, 

donations in kind and of course come to support the 

events. 

 

Thank you all. 

 

From Elspeth Holmes 
 

As part of a national trend, I will be using local 

flowers whenever possible. 

 

This year, due partly to the recession and high Dutch 

flower prices, "buying local" has taken off on a 

national scale.   

 

20 years ago most of our flowers were British grown, 

and sadly many of those businesses no longer exist.  

Now flowers produced in this country count less than 

10% of those used - 10 years ago it was 20% and 

years ago it was 45%. So by supporting this trend, 

more products will become available and slowly we 

can revive this industry a little in this country. 

 

Flowers@ holmes 

www.elspeth@holmes-flowers.co.uk 

 

 

From Jane Ristic of Silver Street 

 
I would like to chronicle what I can about life in 

Thorverton in the Second World War and would ask 

for any memories people have. 

  

I am happy to visit or you can ring me on 07526 

388718, write to Focus, or see me in the Shop on 

Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday mornings. 

 

 

From Dorothy Folland of Dinneford Street 
 

On behalf of the Folland family I would like to 

express our thanks to all the organisers and workers 

who made the Cleaves Close reunion such a 

memorable day - everything was well organised from 

the beginning to the end.  Friends and families came 

from far and wide.  A happy time was enjoyed by 

all.  We thank all who made this possible. 

 

 

From Phyl Davies of Bullen's Close 
 

I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all in the 

neighbourhood who have sent their cards of 

sympathy for my sad loss. 

 

 

From Heather Kershaw 
 

Thorverton has suddenly lost its mobile library. 

The Devon Library website says "Unfortunately, 

Paul, the assistant/driver for the Exeter mobile 

library, recently suffered a heart attack. With 

current financial restraints, the library service 

cannot afford to continue paying for a relief 

driver and library staff, so the van is now (from 

21
st
 June 2010) off the road. Items that are on 

loan can be returned to any Devon Library (not 

Torbay or Plymouth though).  

We are very sorry about this and hope that some 

mobile library members will be able to use their 

local static library instead."  

Please write to them at Devon Libraries 

Headquarters, Great Moor House, Bittern Road, 

Sowton, Exeter, EX2 7NL, or ring them on 01392 

384310 to show the Devon Library service that we 

want and need this service. I for one don't think that 

the village should take this lying down!! 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Report of the June meeting of the Parish 
Council 

 
 

Affordable Housing/Settlement Line 

Although there had been no developments regarding the possible sites for affordable housing, the Council decided 

to discuss at the July meeting the specifics of recommending that the current settlement line be re-drawn to include 

Court Barton farmyard. 

 

Planning Matters 

A.  To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:- 

(i)Ref.10/00154 and 00157/FULL. Erection of agricultural livestock buildings (phases 1 and 2) Raddon Farm . 

Approved. 

(ii)Ref.10/00507/FULL. Variation of condition 1 and 2 (B1 use only) of planning permission 08/00342/FULL to 

allow ancillary residential occupancy. Crosses Barn. Refused. 

(iii)Ref. 10/00309/LBC. Consent for erection of two storey extension. Higher Dunsaller. Granted. 

(iv)Ref.10/00566/FULL. Replacement of extant planning permission 05/00877/FULL (to extend time limit). 

Alteration and enlargement of existing outbuilding. Orchard House. 

B. To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 

(i)Ref.10/00801/CAT. Notification of intention to crown reduce 1 Ash tree within a conservation area. Brook 

Lodge, Silver Street. 

(ii)DCC Ref3072/2010. Proposed new single storey pre-school building on the primary school site at Thorverton C 

of E Primary School, School Lane. 

 

Other Parish Business 

• The Council completed its consideration and approval of the parish accounts for the year 2009/10. 

 

•  A new ride-on mower to cut the grass at the Recreation Ground has been purchased. The Council has 

decided to try to sell the old mower, which is in need of repair but might appeal to someone, and an advert 

about this appears elsewhere in Focus. 

 

• Cllrs are still looking into the possibility of providing a footway of some sort down to the cricket club, but 

this is not proving to be straightforward partly due to the nature of the bank on the north side of the road. 

The Council decided to hold a site meeting, just prior to the July Council meeting, to consider 

possibilities. 

 

• The Council has been informed that the road between Thorverton and the Ruffwell would be closed on 

Sunday 25
th
 and Monday 26

th
 July and that traffic will be diverted via Upton Pyne and Cowley.  The 

diversion will be signposted but parishioners may need to be aware of this in advance. 

 

An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed there once they 

have been approved by Councillors. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

www.Thorvertonparishcouncil.org 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 41 No. 7 - July/August 2010 

 

5 

Notice Board   

Sylv & Anne's 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
WI Premises 
2-30pm to 4-30pm 

Every Monday  

Excluding Bank Holidays 

Look forward to seeing you 
 

Charity number 229868 

 

Thorverton Church Consort practices 
Thursdays in church, 7.45 to 9 pm 
 
July 1st, 15th, 18th (at 5 p.m.)  

Party July 8th 6.30 p.m. 

September 16th, 30th 

October 21st 

November 4th, 11th. 

Consort + Augmented Christmas choir:- 

November 25th, 

December 2nd, 9th & 16th 

December 19th 5 p.m. Carol Service 

 
Junior Consort practices in school,  

Mondays 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 
 
July Party, Thurs 8

th
, 6.30 p.m 

September 13th, 27th 

October 18th 

November 1st, 8th, 22nd 

December 6th, 13th (in church) 

 

 

Future Thorverton History 

 

Weather permitting; on Sat July 31st a small group 

are going to paint the three remaining sides of the WI 

hut.  If you could spare a little time to help we would 

be extremely grateful, for as they say 'If a lot of 

people do a little, greatness can be achieved.' 

 

The official start time will be 10am. 

 

Should you feel able to help please just come along 

or contact Sylv on 01392 860183 stating what time 

you will be arriving. 

    

Refreshments will be provided for all helpers  

 
Charity No. 229868 

 

 

 

Allotment Holders' Meeting 

  

The next meeting of Thorverton allotment holders 

will be held on Monday 12 July. 7.30 p.m. at the 

Exeter Inn. All allotment holders and others 

interested will be very welcome 
 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 
At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms for 

writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but occasionally an 

individual member will take responsibility for a whole 

evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 p.m. 

on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

July 22
nd

  Water, Campion Cottage 

August - no meeting 

September 9
th

 Animated, 25 The Glebe 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, Campion 

Cottage 860509. 

 

 

Want to play tennis but not sure you are good 
enough? 
 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club would like to welcome 

new players to join the weekly daytime sessions at 

the club, on Monday and Wednesday mornings at 

10am, where adults of all ages and standards play for 

fun. It's very relaxed and informal. 

 

We are holding two open sessions, on Monday 5th 
July and Wednesday 7th July at 10am, for anyone 

who has been inspired by Wimbledon and would like 

a taster. 

 

So please come along on either day and give us a try. 

If you would like further details on the open sessions, 

or are interested but cannot make these dates, please 

call Jacqui Ward on 01392 851918. 
 

Thorverton Parish Council 

FOR SALE - M.T.D. CUB CADET MOWER 

Purchased 2004 - 460 hours on the clock. 

50" cut. 20 h.p. engine. Needs repairing.  

Open to offers! Please phone Cllr Michael Ayre on 

01392 860 434 if interested. 
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State of our Nation 
 

Awareness group meetings: are you concerned about 

the "state of our nation?" 

 

It would seem that many of you are and for this 

reason awareness meeting are being held at our home 

frequently. Discussions are friendly and informal & 

refreshments will be available. Come on your own or 

with some friends. The more the merrier!  

 

Please ring John or Elizabeth to arrange a time on 

01392-860597 and appear with plenty of questions, 

which we expect to be able to answer! 

 

 

An Evening With Tracey Elliot-Reep 

 

On Friday 17
th
 September at 7:30 pm a wonderful 

evening is planned in Stoke Canon Church with 

Tracey Elliot - Reep. Tracey is a very talented 

professional photographer living in Devon but is far 

more widely known and acclaimed. Her work is on 

sale in many local outlets and Tracey will be giving a 

photographic presentation of her rides on horseback 

across New Zealand and America, from the Mexican 

border to Canada. Tracey's presentations are widely 

acclaimed and the BBC are currently making a film 

of her travels. 

 

Tickets cost £5 for adults and £2 for children [16 and 

under] to include light refreshments in the interval. 

Contacts for Tickets will be published in August, in 

the meantime any queries please ring 01392 841530. 

 

 

Jumble Sale 
 

Saturday 3rd July 2010 
 

at the Jubilee Hall, Stoke Canon at 2pm 

 

Refreshments available and raffle. 

Good clean jumble and bric a brac required. 

Items can be dropped off at the hall between 10& 

11am. 

For further details contact 841289 

Raising money for the Stoke Canon Church Bells 

restoration fund. 
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Silverton Street Market 

 

Villagers from Thorverton are cordially invited to step 

across the river and join your neighbours in the Silverton 

Street Market. This is being held on Saturday, 7
th

. August.  

In particular, you may like to cheer on your ladies Tug of 

War team, which unfortunately (if you come from the host 

village), managed to beat Silverton in a test of strength last 

year. 

 

There is lots else to do. It goes on all day and night. Kate 

Silverton, the TV announcer, has agreed to be our patron 

this year (no prizes for the choice). She has sent a big 

glamour picture for the programme and has told us that the 

family has been to Silverton in the past. "I recall a 

particularly memorable trip with my family to your lovely 

village. We did wonder if there was any family connection.  

I recall my mother proudly buying a bag with "Silverton" 

on it and telling the lady in the shop it was our family 

name": she commented. The theme this year is Musicals, 

so watch out for the Hills Being Alive! Endorsements from 

other villages around the world, called Silverton, are being 

sought for the programme. 

 

Fore Street will be closed to traffic all day and will be even 

more entertainment than ever. This will include a 

pantomime, donkey rides, BBQ, children's' entertainment, 

tug of war, a specially brewed beer from Exe Valley 

Brewery, a raffle, live music, refreshments masses of stalls, 

dancing at the pubs and much else besides. If you would 

life to find out about having a stall, contact: Chris Pryke, 

Bycott, School Road, Silverton. Phone: 01392 860415. 

 

New this year is a Mind, Body and Spirit Fair to be held in 

the Community Hall.  This is an opportunity to experience 

healing techniques and intuitive readings.  For a stall in the 

Hall, contact Sue Tucker on 01392 860518. 

 

Come along and enjoy yourselves and help raise money for 

local community groups.  Let's pray for sun and a different 

result in the Ladies Tug of War! 

 

For further information, please contact: John Kirkaldy, 

01392 861423/07970 875601 or Maxine Edwards, 01392 

860864 
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The Exe Valley Film Society 

 
 

Please Come Along To Our Special Summer 
Fund Raiser 

 

SING-ALONG-A-SOUND-OF MUSIC 
 

Belt out all of those classic tunes as you sing along 

with Julie Andrews! Come in fancy dress if you like - 

a prize will be awarded for the best Sound of Music 

costume! 

 

Thursday 29
th
 July - gates open 7.30, supper served 

at 7.45, film starts at 8.45. Venue is Station House in 

Brampford Speke - follow signs in village (if wet, 

will take place in village hall) Tickets are £10 

including vegetarian supper (£7.50 for seniors and 

under 12's) Please bring your own chair or rug, as 

well as drinks. Please note this is an outdoor 

screening, so please bring suitable clothing. 

 

Advance tickets available from The Exe Valley Tea 

Shop and from Hillcott in Brampford Speke Tel: 

01392 840072 
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Opera on the Lawn 

 

Sunday 25th July at 3pm 
Opera Speke, Heron Court, Brampford Speke 
 

Charity Opera Garden Party in aid of Force, Devon's 

Own Cancer Charity. This is going to be a big 

occasion. An occasion to dress up, have a day-long 

party on the lawn with a group of friendly, witty 

people, watch a wonderful opera on the big  screen, 

and help raise money for a very worthwhile local 

charity! You won't want to miss it! 

 

Force has played a vital role in local cancer services 

now for over 20 years. Their work helps finance 

patient care through research, and their Cancer & 

Information Centre at the RD&E Hospital offers a 

welcoming and helpful place for cancer sufferers and 

their families. We are proud to help them. 

 

We are going to watch "Der Rosenkavalier", Richard 

Strauss's witty exploration of romantic love, lust, age 

and social class. When we laugh at them, as we do, 

we sense something of ourselves -what it is to be 

human! Add to this, some of his greatest music. This 

opera is a joy. 

 

We start with a traditional English tea in the garden 

at three then, at around seven, you will have a long 

break for a feast of a supper with wine, relaxing with 

friends under the trees in the evening sun. To spread 

the work around a bit, this is going to be a 'pot-luck'. 

This simply works by each of us bringing some sort 

of food or wine that is then pooled and consumed 

communally. What a great idea! 

 

So, get out your glad-rags, grab some food and wine 

and have day to remember. Numbers are limited to 

this exclusive event, so reserve your place early. To 

do that, phone us on: 01392 841770. 

 

David & Jane Barnard-Smith 
 

Fun Fund Raising for the Brampford Speke 
Village Hall 

 

The Village Breakfast - now held in The Exe Valley 

Tea Shop on the last Saturday of each month 9.30 till 

11.30am. Enjoy a Full English Breakfast or 

Vegetarian Breakfast and get together with 

neighbours and make new friends. 

 

Saturday, 31
st
 July from 9.30 - 11.30am 

Newton St Cyres Village Revels 

 
SUNDAY 18 JULY, 12 Noon - 5 pm 

The Recreation Ground, Station Road 

As indicated in the last edition, Thorvertonians will 

be most welcome at this fun event in Newton St 

Cyres. There will be plenty to do or see for people of 

all ages. The  programme of Events includes 

demonstrations by Andrei Burton, trick cyclist, Ben 

Cornish, juggler, Hawkridge Birds of Prey, Flaming 

Morris Men, Honky Tonks Line Dancers, Crediton 

Army Cadets, a fashion show done by the Youth 

Club and children's sports. There is a produce, craft 

and photography exhibition in the Marquee and an 

exhibition of 'Extraordinary Events in Newton St 

Cyres'. There will be sideshows and stalls including 

the Newton Mini-Market. 

 

With the mid-day start, there will be plenty of 

opportunities for food and drink including the French 

Café, the Hog Roast and Barbecue, ice creams and a 

licensed bar. 

 

Entries can still be made for the Sporting Challenge 

(contact Eric Fee, 851595, or Roger Wilkins, 

851337) and the Kwik Cricket competition for teams 

of two children up to the age of 13 (contact Phil Dale 

(07834 070657). 

 

For more information contact Roger Wilkins 

(851337) or Pat Butt (861131) 

 

Events at Poltimore House 
 

There is lots going on at Poltimore House this 

summer.  On Friday evenings 16
th
 July and 10

th
 

September there will be a series of summer song 

events. 

 

On Friday 16th
 July Claire Powell and Janet 

Macdonald will be singing Songs for Summer Nights 

- an evening of classical songs and duets - including 

works by Purcell, Mozart, Rossini, Granados and 

Berlioz 

On Sunday 18th July the House and grounds will be 

open from 12 to 4.30pm for The Big Lunch - an 

afternoon of picnics and fun.   

 

See www.poltimore.org for details or phone Amy 

Coupland on 07909 090 475.   
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Parish Church Services and News 
 
4 July 2010 Trinity 5 

 
10:00 am Family Service of the Word    Brampford Speke HD & Lay-Led  
10:00 am Service of the Word  Poltimore JSd & VP   
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  DD 
11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 
11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe GSd & MOJ  
11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  HD 
05:00 pm Service with a Smile  Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  
06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury HD 
06:30 pm Service of the Word    Newton St Cyres  DD  

 

11 July 2010 Trinity 6 

 
08:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  HD 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke  AS 
10:00 am Family Service & Baptism [C] Newton St Cyres  HD 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  SS 
10:00 am Family Service   Thorverton  Lay-Led  
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe SS 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham HD 
 

18 July 2010 Trinity 7 
 
09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DD 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury DD 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cowley JB  
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore HD 
06:30 pm Joint Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  ST & HD 
   Joint with Parish Church 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Thorverton  DD 
   Joint with Baptist Church   

25 July 2010 Trinity 8 
 
09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham HW 
10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury GSd  
10:00am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 
10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon GP & DP  
10:00 am Service of the Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  
11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DD 
06:30 pm Songs of Praise  Poltimore DD 
 

1 August 2010 Trinity 9 

 
08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 
10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 
10:00 am Service of the Word   Poltimore BB & DB 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  AS 
11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 
11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe DP & GSm  
11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DD 
05:00 pm Service with a Smile   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  
06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 
06:30 pm Songs of Praise Newton St Cyres 
 

1 August  2010 Trinity 9 

 
08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 
10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  
10:00 am Service of the Word   Poltimore BB & DB 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  AS 
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11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 
11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe DP & GSm  
11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 
06:30 pm Songs of Praise  Newton St Cyres   

 

8 August 2010 Trinity 10 

 
09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Brampford Speke  
10:00 am Family Service of the Word   Newton St Cyres  
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C]  Stoke Canon  
10:00 am Family Service   Thorverton  
11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe 
   Care of Animals Service 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham 
 

15 August 2010 The Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
09:00am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore 
11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church 
   Joint with Parish Church 
06:30 pm Service of the Word   Brampford Speke  
   Joint with Baptist Chapel 
 

22 August 2010 Trinity 12 
 
09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  
10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury   
10:00am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres   
10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon  
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   
10:00 am Service of the Word   Upton Pyne    
11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  
06:30 pm Evening Prayer   Poltimore  
 

29 August 2010 Trinity 13 Mission Community Service 

 
11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe SS & DD 
   Mission Community Service & Lunch 

 
Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 
Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music Everyone is welcome at all services. 
 

'Service with a Smile'    These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon and with the needs of young children especially in 

& Family Service Thorverton  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 
     style, often including a children's activity at the     
     beginning; without communion.  Services usually last    
     about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 
 

Young People's Group [YPG]  Young people's group meeting during the 10 am     
     service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month    
     in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C]  Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of the Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in   
      contemporary language, often Lay-Led 
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Morning Prayer  [BCP]  Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of   
      Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or  [BCP]  Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong    Prayer [about an hour] 
 

DAILY SERVICES - Usual pattern 

 
Monday   09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 
Tuesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 
Tuesday  06:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Rewe 
Wednesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
Thursday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
Thursday  05:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres 
Friday   09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
Saturday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 

Variations:  7
th
 July    No morning prayer at Thorverton 

   8
th
 July   No Morning prayer at Thorverton  

   9
th
 July    No morning prayer at Thorverton  

   10
th
 July  No morning prayer at Thorverton  

   20
th
 July   No morning prayer at Stoke Canon  

   21
st
 July  Holy Communion at Thorverton 09:30 am 

   28
th
 July   No morning prayer at Thorverton  

 

Who's Who � ..? Abbreviations Key 

 
DD  The Rev Douglas Dettmer Priest-in-Charge 01392 860332 
SS  The Rev Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 
HD  The Rev Hilary Dawson  Assistant Curate 01392 841928 

 
AB Mrs Annabel Branney CH The Rev Chris Hughes GSm Mr Geoff Saltmarsh 
BB Mrs Bridget Boxall VH Mrs Valerie Hansen JSd Mr John Sandford 
DB Mr David Boxall GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner GSd Mr Guy Sheppard 
JB The Rev John Benton JM Preb John Mapson AS The Rev Alan Simmons 
CC Mr Chris Cook SM The Rev Sue Martin JSt Mrs Julie Stirling 
JC Mrs Jane Cook VM Mrs Valerie Mills ST The Rev Simon Taylor 
VC Mrs Veronica Clarke MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones PW The Rev Peter Webb 
JD Mrs Julia Dallen DP Mr David Perrott HW The Rev Harold Whitty 
CF Mrs Catriona Fursdon GP Mrs Gerda Perrott 
TGW Mr Tim Gilmour-White VP Mrs Valerie Pritchard 
 
Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org  

or contact: 
 
Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 
Tel: 07594 714590  - Tuesday & Thursday  [08:30 - 16:30] 
Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 

Would you like a lift to church? 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  
 
For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 
[01392] 860780.   
 
To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on 
[01392] 861173 
 
For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 
For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389 
For transport from Upton Pyne parish please contact David Marshall on [01392] 851751 
 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 41 No. 7 - July/August 2010 

 

13 

From the Parish Registers       to mid-June   
  
Baptisms Jasper John Forty , Poltimore Church 13 June 2010 
  
Funerals Mr John Carter, 18

th
 May 2010, Rewe 

 Mr David Arbruary, 19
th
 May 2010, Upton Pyne  

 Mrs Doris Donovan, 25
th
 May 2010, Upton Pyne  

 Mr Clifford Brazier, 27
th
 May 2010, Poltimore 

 Mr George Howe, 1 June 2010, Poltimore 
 Laureen Layland, 11

th
 June 2010, Poltimore 

Parish Letter 
For everything there is a season, and a time for 

every matter under heaven..... 

This is one of the most well known quotes from the 

Bible. It is from the Old Testament - Ecclesiastes 

chapter 3. 

 

Here we are in the season of summer - sun, fetes, 

paddling, cream teas, and holidays! If you are like me 

then you look forward to summer and feel cheated if 

we don't get much sun. We plan days out and 

holidays and look forward to time spent in the garden 

or park. We hope to get a tan and struggle into 

swimsuits and summer shirts or dresses which must 

have shrunk surely since last year? 

 

Then all too soon it is over. The nights are drawing 

in, the barbecue and deck chairs are packed away and 

the car is topped up with anti-freeze. 

 

Here in Britain we are used to the changing of the 

seasons. We are used to adjusting our lives according 

to the change in temperature and weather patterns. At 

this time of year we swap hot dogs for ice creams 

and umbrellas for sun hats (we hope anyway!) As 

autumn approaches we will unpack the winter 

woollies again and hope the central heating boiler is 

still up to the job. We adapt to the yearly pattern and 

we accept the changes it brings to our lives. 

 

The Church, too, has its seasons. Beginning with 

Advent, which starts four Sundays before Christmas 

Day and helps us to prepare for that celebration, the 

Church moves through the seasons of Christmas, 

celebrating Christ's birth and Epiphany, celebrating 

the visit of the Magi. A little after that we have Lent, 

helping us to prepare for Easter, the greatest festival 

of the Christian year, when we remember Christ's 

great sacrifice on the cross and His glorious 

resurrection. The season of Trinity, which we are in 

now, is a time of growth and learning. 

 

Instead of getting out our swimsuits or sunglasses, to 

signify the changing seasons, in church we change 

the words we use in services and the colours the 

priests wear and with which we decorate the altar. 

The colour for Advent for example is purple, the 

colour of penitence. For Christmas and Easter we use 

white or gold and for Trinity we have green, the 

colour of growth - check this in your local church. If 

you turn up to a Sunday morning service between 

now and Advent Sunday then the chances are that the 

priest will be wearing a green stole and the altar 

frontal will also be green. It's like a sign to let the 

worshippers know what season of the church year 

they are in and what the theme of that season its.. 

 

Change is a good thing. It keeps us on our toes and 

makes sure we don't get bored. But it can be a 

frightening and unsettling thing, which rocks our 

comfortable lives and brings unhappiness in its wake. 

Sometimes we need to cling to certainties - to things 

we know will never change, and that is where the 

less well known part of that biblical quote comes into 

its own. A little bit further on, past the bit we are all 

so familiar with, it says (in verse 14) I know that 

whatever God does endures for ever. 

 

Whatever God does endures for ever because God is 

unchanging. Totally dependable. What is dependable 

about God is his love for us all. Unconditional and 

unchanging. God will continue to love us whether the 

sun shines or not this summer. He will continue to 

love us whether we manage to struggle into last 

year's summer clothes or not. He will continue to 

love us. For ever. 

 

I do hope we have a good and sunny summer this 

year, to help us all to recharge our batteries and 

especially to help the beleaguered tourist industry. 

Do get out and enjoy the various church fetes which 

are taking place, as well as barbecues, holidays and 

lazy days in the garden. And while you are working 

on your tan, just take a moment to remember the 

unchanging nature of the God who loves you. And 

give thanks. 

Sue Sheppard 
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Exploring Christianity course 

Ever wondered why there are 4 Gospels; pondered 

what St Paul really said; puzzled over the Trinity; 

questioned Christian ethics; wanted to know more 

about prayer and spirituality? Then come along to the 

next Exploring Christianity course to explore these 

questions and find some of the answers. Learning 

with others through discussion and sharing, no 

previous experience is necessary and there is no 

'pass' or 'fail'; the only qualification needed is 

curiosity. 

The course consists of six modules; some groups 

started in this area last autumn and have studied two 

or three modules. They will start again after the 

summer break. But we also hope to begin again with 

the first module - Spirituality & Prayer - next 

September. If you missed out last time and would 

like to join a group learning together about our faith, 

please get in touch with: Penny Doe tel. 01363 82300 

email penelope-doe@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Baptist Church 
If you put an end to oppression to every gesture of 

contempt and to every evil word. If you give food to 

the hungry and satisfy those who are in need, then 

the darkness around will turn to the brightness of 

noon. And I will always guide you and satisfy you 

with good things. Isaiah Ch 58 v9-11.  GNBible 

Or as the NIV Bible says, The Lord will guide you 

always and he will satisfy your need in a sun 

scorched land. 

 

Our Church coupled with Brampford  Speke and 

South Street Exeter Baptist Churches have just 

recently been allotted new Link Missionarys. They 

are Andrea and Mark Hotchkin, who have two 

daughters, Ruth aged 13, and Rebecca aged 11. 

 

They thought this verse in Isaiah was very 

appropriate, for the work they are about to do. 

 

They are both medical Doctors, who worked 

previously for ten years with the Baptist Missionary 

Society in Guinea, West Africa. That work finished 

about six years ago, and they have since been 

working in the NHS, during which time Mark 

pursued further specialist training in emergency 

medicine and Andrea has passed her Royal College 

of Obstetrics and Gynaecology exams and further 

updated her training. 

 

About 18 months ago they began to feel now would 

be a good time to return to work overseas, and 

although willing to consider anything that BMS had 

to offer, they had a wish list. They needed a medical 

project which required their skills and where good 

schooling could be provided for Ruth and Rebecca. 

An email to the President of CEF found that they had 

finally finished the initial phase of a long awaited 

hospital at Guinebor ll a suburb of N'Djamena, the 

capital of Chad, in Central Africa, and they were 

looking for staff for the Hospital. 

 

Mark and Andrea felt God had realised their dreams, 

and they are now making plans for their departure. 

Their aim is to bring good news to the poor by 

working to set up the new hospital and sharing the 

experience of life in Jesus. They hope to set up the 

hospital, with a plan to open in the final quarter of 

this year. 

 

The girls will be educated at a nearby French school 

and have been assured by Mum and Dad that this 

will not be as hard as their task of learning Arabic 

which they have to do as the principal language for 

everyday use. 

 

Mark and Andrea feel that God has clearly shown 

them in many ways that He wants them to be in 

Chad, but the task which he has given them is huge 

and despite their previous experience they are aware 

that this is something completely different and they 

will need to rely on Him in so many ways. They need 

all our prayers through this task, and I am sure we 

will be hearing from them from time to time, after 

they have settled in. 

 

The Baptist Church welcomes you all to any of our 

services, on Sunday mornings at 11-00am. 

 

Christian Aid Collection -May 2010 

 

The Christian Aid House to House Collection in May 

ended successfully once again. My grateful thanks to 

you all, collectors and givers, for this amount,  and 

especially to all those who signed their gift aid 

forms. Gift Aid means more funds for poor 

communities. The £15 million raised each year 

during C.Aid Week, includes around £1 million 

raised through Gift Aid-at no extra cost to the givers. 

Last year saw almost 400,000 Gift Aid declarations 

collected, and for every £1 they receive C. Aid can 

claim an extra 28p. Gift Aid is life changing, it can 

add up to a lot of extra money for people living in 

poverty. The overall total raised in Thorverton and 

Brampford Speke was £1, 633-63 
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Brampford Speke  £239-88 

The Glebe    155-03 

Cleaves Close/Lynch Close      49-71 

Raddon Area       56-08 

Dark Lane/Courbier Court       30-45 

Jericho Street/The Green      94-76 

Silver Street/School and Milford Lanes    536-35 

Dinneford Street / Thor Arms Tin    180-29 

Bullens Close      36-01 

Berrysbridge/Broadlands       58-47 

Bullens Street      98-74 

Latchmoor      63-86 

Late Arrivals      34-00 

                                                  -------------------------- 

Total                                                     £  1, 633-63. 

 

Again, my very grateful thanks. If anyone missed the 

collector in your area, and would still like to support 

Christian Aid, you can either take to the Post Office 

in Thorverton, or Ferndale, Bullen Street. 

 

Phyllis Langdon 

 Church Secretary and Christian Aid organiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Week Refreshments 
 

It was hard work this year! We were run off our little 

feet! It was a truly amazing year we tipped the 

£3,000.00 Everyone worked so hard! Its always 

difficult thanking everyone, I'm so scared I'm going 

to leave someone out and believe you me I wouldn't 

want to do that because they were all . . . .absolutely 
Fabulous!!! 
 

The early preparation team were Ace!! Arriving at 

Sam they set to their task and prepared sandwiches 

and salads. Mary and I were in the kitchen preparing 

and we were warmed by the laughter that generated 

from the vestry. They were very efficient and 

followed their instructions to the letter, an excellent 

little crew! 

 

Our cake and coffee time teams were wonderful. 
These teams worked between 10am and noon and 

often changed each day, but again everything was 

well and truly under control delivering service with a 

smile. 

 

The lunchtime team, was as always, unbelievable. 

They work so well together, and under pressure, well 

let's just say they were magnificent! I'm not going to 

lie, tempers did flare, but we pulled together and got 

on with it, the sign of a true and dedicated team. 

 

The afternoon shift came in like a whirlwind and 

sorted out what carnage was left from lunchtime. 

This team were truly a god send! However my secret 

weapon was Marjorie Maynard who came in around 

2pm and took a total stock check this proved to be so 

valuable! It meant that when it came to supper time 

we knew exactly what we had left on the menu. I 

can't begin to tell you how helpful that was. This 

after lunchtime proved to be the lynch pin of the day, 

they were fantastic. 

 

We move on then to the evening crew who served the 

early teas and supper menus. Again they worked so 

well! However I have to single out the Thursday 

night team who managed to sell almost everything 

we had. We were rushed off our feet and when we 

finished serving we were surrounded by dishes. It 

was a long night. Thank heavens for marigold 

gloves! 

 

Each day was started with such enthusiasm, team 

spirit and strength. Each evening was ended with 

complete exhaustion, mixed with satisfaction and 

contentment on how we had handled the trials of the 

day. I wholeheartedly want to thank everyone who 

gave their time, talent and skills. You were all truly 

amazing and you should be proud of yourselves. You 

are worth your weight in gold. 

 

My extra special thanks go to my wing pilot Mary 

Thomas. We start the day together and end the day 

together. We have laughed together, we have even 

cried together, but that's just it, we have gone though 

the whole gambit of emotions and come out the other 

side, still intact, still friends. I truly appreciate Mary, 

as I do everyone on the team, they all work so hard 

and are all worthy of praise. So, team, please accept 

my grateful and sincere thanks. I must also add to 

this my grateful thanks to everyone who baked or 

generously donated money or food to the 

refreshments. You are the real heroes. It was an 

excellent team effort by one and all, and that includes 

everyone who came in and supported us with their 

custom Thorverton at its very best pulling together 

for a good cause and I'm so proud to have been a part 

of it. Here's to 20ll. 

 

Thank you, thank you all so much. 
Anji Hartnell-Todd XXX 
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Thorverton Country Show 
Photos by John Spivey. 
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William Fice having a donkey ride                                        One man, his dog, and ducks 

 

Supporting Thorverton Post Office  
 
Thank you to the many TCT members who have paid their annual subscription and also to those of you who have 

made donations too. Some new members have recently come on board - we have over 160 members to date! 

If you are one of those people who say "I keep meaning to join," then please consider it NOW making use of the 

form below.  

If you want more information then please ring Heather Kershaw 860419 or talk to any of the other Council 

members : Jill Blewett, Bryony Coles, Royston Kershaw, Steve Rendell, Allison Toogood or TCT or post office 

staff at the portakabin. 

Our AGM will take place in the autumn. All are welcome to attend but obviously only members can vote. We hope 

to hear from you. 

 

Heather Kershaw    Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd Chair and Membership Secretary 
 
 

Your completed form and money can be left at the post office or 25 The Glebe, Thorverton: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Limited. 

 

I ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(name)  

 

of ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------ 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------address inc. postcode) 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(e-mail address if possible) 

 

wish to become a member of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted as a member 

subject to the provisions of its Memorandum and Articles of Association  

(see Thorverton PO noticeboard or contact the Secretary  to view the full document) 

 

Signature----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Date----------------------------------------- 

 

I enclose my  £5 membership subscription for the year 1/06/2010 - 31/05/2011   

(cheques payable to Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 
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The Dolphin Group 
Once again we have had a very successful 

month, welcoming several new members. The 

weather allowed us to have three of our meetings 

outside in the sunshine. 

 

On June 17
th

 we had an exchange of biscuit 

recipes, the favourite being ginger (this gets my 

vote too Mrs L - Ed): 

 

Ginger Biscuits  

4oz self-raising flour 

1 slightly rounded teaspoon ginger 

1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

1 ½oz granulated sugar 

2oz margarine 

2 tablespoons golden syrup 

 

Sift the flour, ginger and bicarbonate and add the 

sugar. Rub in the margarine until crumbly; add 

the syrup. Mix together to form a stiff dough. 

Roll into small balls and place on greased tins, 

leaving room to spread out. Cook at 190C for 10-

15 minutes. Cool for 10 minutes before 

removing from baking tray. When cool store in 

tin. Delicious. 

 

July meetings: 

1
st
 Major Bill Upington with his second 

instalment of his experiences of World War Two 

8
th

 Local History - Transport 

15
th

 Doreen Beer - Flower arrangement 

22
nd

 Farming - Changes in the last half-century 

(Bill Upington) 

29
th

 Book Club - Pride and Prejudice by Jane 

Austen 

 

We welcome any new members. Meetings are at 

10.30 am on Thursdays in the Thorverton Arms. 

 

Margaret Banks 

 
 

 

Legal Eagle  
Cast your mind back if you will, to the first of this 

series of articles on wills and related matters. You 

will recall that we spoke at that time of the notion of 

freedom of testamentary disposition. In essence this 

means that an individual can choose to make or not 

make a will and if he/she chooses to do so then they 

have the right to leave their property to whomsoever 

they choose. 

 

This later entitlement has, of course, led to a number 

of problems. Some testators have disinherited 

members of their family or others financially 

dependant on them for reasons which seem unfair or 

even perverse. Indeed I recall a client who 

disinherited her niece because she had learned that 

the niece ' went dancing '. 

 

A starting point for our consideration of the 

provisions of the Inheritance ( Provision for 
Family and Dependants ) Act 1975 (I(PFD)A 
1975) is to recognise that no relative/dependant has a 

right to receive property under the will. However the 

(I(PFD)A 1975)gives the court limited powers to 

order financial provision to be made from the net 

estate of a deceased person for the benefit of certain 

categories of applicant. 

 

Applications can also be made under the Act where a 

person dies intestate but are less likely given that the 

intestacy rules are intended to ensure that those who 

might have expected to benefit under the will of the 

deceased had he/she made one receive the bulk of the 

estate. 

 

There are inevitably some popular misconceptions 

regarding the legislation. Some people treat as 

synonymous the right to claim and the bringing of a 

successful claim. 

 

In order to succeed under the Act the applicant must: 

 

• prove that the deceased died domiciled 

in England or Wales; 

• prove that he/she has the locus standi to 

make the application, that is, that he/she 

falls within one of the categories in 

s1(1); and 

• convince the court that the will, rules of 

intestacy or a combination of the two fail 

to make reasonable financial provision 

for the applicant. 

 

The six categories of applicant provided for in the 

Act are: 

 

S1(1)(a) - the wife or husband or civil partner of the 

deceased. 
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S1(1)(b) - a former wife or former husband or former 

civil partner of the deceased who has not yet 

remarried or entered into a further civil partnership. 

 

S1(1)(ba) - a person living in the same household as 

husband or wife or civil partner. 

 

S1(1)(c) - a child of the deceased. 

 

S1(1)(d) - a person treated by the deceased as a child 

of the family. 

 

S1(1)(e) - a person maintained by the deceased. 

 

The legislation sets out a two stage process: 

 

• Has the will or intestacy or a 

combination of the two had the effect of 

failing to make reasonable financial 

provision for the applicant? 

• If so, what would amount to reasonable 

financial provision for that applicant? 

 

The test of reasonableness must be applied at two 

stages in the application; first to decide whether the 

provision made for the applicant was reasonable and, 

second, to decide whether it is reasonable to make an 

order now. Both questions must be answered in the 

applicant's favour if he/she is to succeed. 

 

There are two standards of provisions; the surviving 

spouse standard and that applied in all other cases. 

Broadly, where the surviving spouse standard is 

applied, the applicant is treated as if the spouses 

were divorcing. In all other cases, the approach is 

one of maintenance.  

 

S3(1) sets down guidelines that are common to all 

applications to assist the court in deciding whether 

reasonable financial provision has been made for the 

applicant and also to assist the court in deciding 

whether to exercise its discretion under the Act and 

make an order in favour of the applicant. 

 

Under s3(1) the court must have regard to the 

following matters: 

 

(1) The financial resources and needs of the 

applicant, and any other applicant or 

beneficiary, now or in the foreseeable 

future. 

(2) The size and nature of the estate of the 

deceased. 

(3) Any physical or mental disability of any 

applicant or any person entitled under 

the deceased's will or the rules of 

intestacy. 

(4) Any other matter including the conduct 

of the applicant or of any other person. 

 

In Espinosa -v- Bourke [1999] the Court of Appeal 

reviewed earlier case law and held, ( inter alia ), that 

in each case all the s3(1) criteria must be applied. 

 

Having considered the general principles 

underpinning the legislation future articles will 

concentrate on individual categories of claimant. 

Clive Hamblin

  

I Don't Believe It 
 

After being promised a drastic reduction in the 

quango population I was surprised that one of the 

first actions of our new government was to create yet 

another - the intriguingly worded Office for 

Budgetary Responsibility. 

 

Having criticised banks and big business for 

handsomely rewarding failure I would now like to 

add footballers to my list. England's performance 

against Algeria was a disgrace - with few exceptions 

they lacked the fitness, skill and commitment 

necessary at this level. Has money simply spoilt the 

game? And don't blame the ball - they should try 

playing rugby! 

 

The traffic signals by the Bridge are, no doubt, 

necessary to ensure the safety of those rebuilding the 

ill-fated wall, but I fail to see the need for 3 members 

of SWH to operate the convoy system near 

Speedway during the morning cuppa break, when the 

only work being carried out was two colleagues 

lifting their flasks in the safety of their cab! 

 

Surely one location that requires traffic signals is 

Bickleigh Bridge, where minor scrapes and 

frustrations are a daily occurrence. I appreciate it's a 

beautiful spot, but it should not be beyond the 

ingenuity of County Engineers to design a scheme 

with signal heads sensitively positioned so as to 

avoid ruining the riverside views. 

 

The continual repairs to the bridge would have 

already paid for traffic lights. Whilst protecting the 

bridge wall, the new vehicle unfriendly high curb 

already bears the scars of thousands of pounds of 

bodywork damage and should improve job 

opportunities for panel beaters and sprayers. 

Commentator  
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Women's Institute 
 

Last month we held our summer party at which 

members from other WI's were present. We all had a 

great time answering quiz questions and laughing at 

some of the ridiculous guess answers that were 

given. After this we all tucked into a lovely spread 

that had been put on by Sue Macquire. 

 

On behalf of all those present I would like to thank 

Sue for all her hard work. She really did us proud, 

though our waistlines may disagree!!! 

 

Rally 
We held a 'bottle tombola' at the above event and on 

behalf of the committee I wish to thank all those who 

kindly donated a bottle prize. 

 

I know several of you said it was impossible to win a 

prize yet managed to walk away with bottle! Thank 

you to every one who supported us. 

 
Charity No. 229868 

Sylv Gregory 

Thorverton Primary School 
Concert 
Reviewed by Oriana 

 

At the school assembly before half term the school 

choir performed a little concert. It started with 

Matthew and James playing their recorders. It was 

amazing. Then they were presented with their Grade 

I certificates, Matthew with Distinction and James 

with Merit and they got a good clap. 

 

Members of the choir had written some poems and 

composed the melody for them. There were two 

piano compositions too. 

 

Alfie's song was "I need water, you need water" 

about our need for water for survival. His melody 

flowed along like water. 

 

Lucy, Tara and Katherine's song was "The Yum-

Yums", a funny song with lots of musical jumps. 

 

Bede played his beautifully simple piano tune and 

then Harry B. played his bouncy piano piece with a 

jazzy rhythm. 

 

Lastly, Katie's song, which was about Spring 

changing into Summer. It cheered us all up because 

the song said, "Everyone is smiling". 

 

At the end they all got a good clap and Mrs. Beard 

said it was a fantastic achievement for Primary 

School children. 

Natasha Carbines 

 

 

Funding available from Focus 
 

Do you need funding for improving facilities for a 

local organisation or for the general good of the 

village?  

 

Focus has some money available and we will 

consider any requests for funding received by 31st 

July. Please submit requests to the editor. 

We intend to notify any successful applicants by the 

end of August. 

 

Beryl Grace, Focus Chair 

 

 

 
A bit of history in the making. 
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Endurance Life Coast to Coast Challenge 2010 
In September 2010 Sam Fice & Chris Gill are going 

to compete in an Endurance Race which stretches 

144 miles from the northern most point of Devon to 

the southern most village crossing over Dartmoor 

and Exmoor on the way. We have 48 hours to 

complete the race by running, mountain biking and 

kayaking. 

 

We will be trying to raise as much money as possible 

for the Exeter Neonatal Unit. We felt that we wanted 

to try to raise funds for the Neonatal Unit as all 3 of 

our children have spent time in the Neonatal Unit 

and it is such a worth while cause as anyone who has 

ever had dealings with the Unit will know.  

 

We are hoping to raise around £1000 so please help 

us by donating. You will find collection tins in the 

local pubs, post office, shops and Doctors Surgery.  

 

If you would like to hear more about this challenge 

please feel free to ask or email sajf8@hotmail.com   

or check it out for yourselves at 

www.endurancelife.co.uk and look for the Coast to 

Coast 2010 link.  

 

Thank you so much, we will keep you posted� �  

Sam Fice & Chris Gill 

 
 

 

Ploughing Match 
Sunday 19th September 2010 
Cheriton Fitzpaine & District ploughing association 

is holding it's 65
th
 Ploughing Match and 

Competitions in the autumn. This year it is being 

held at Shute farm, Shute, Shobrooke by kind 

permission of Messers R & J Ayre and families. If 

last year's event is anything to go by, it will prove to 

be another very popular event and a very enjoyable 

day out for the whole family 

 

The ploughing horses will again be present, 

demonstrating their great skill and grace, alongside a 

wide range of tractor ploughs. Ploughmen attend 

from as far a field as Wiltshire and Cornwall and on 

the day competition is fierce but friendly. 

 

This year we are arranging a commentary alongside a 

ploughing demonstration which will enable 

spectators to learn more about this craft of a 

tradition. 

 

There will be refreshments and ice creams available 

to purchase throughout the day and also cream teas 

later in the afternoon. It is always a great rural, 

sociable day out and if you have never been before, 

please do come along and don't forget your camera. 

Entry is £1 per person on the gate. 

 

The produce and competitions are wide ranging and 

the form of the event is similar to a village produce 

show. With class entries in vegetables & fruit, 

baking, handicrafts, photography, flower arranging 

and children's crafts, there really is something for 

everyone. Why not have a go and enter a class and 

test your skill (entry for adult 50p per class, but for 

children it is FREE - a great way to occupy the 

children for a couple of hours during the summer 

holidays). 

 

Some junior class examples: create a miniature 

garden (ages 8-11yrs), an animal from dough (ages 4 

and under) and a vehicle from fruit & veg (ages 12-

16yrs). Open classes include 'one mounted photo 

"reflections", Home made Valentine card, carrot 

cake, jar of pickled beetroot, a button hole or six 

runner beans. ANYONE can enter - so do have a go , 

entries close Friday 10th September. 

 

Please contact the secretary, Mrs Julie Davie 01363 

772309 for entry forms or for more information. 

Entry forms can also be emailed direct by contacting 

- juliedavie@hotmail.co.uk 
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Garden Club News 
 

On the 1
st
 June 26 members and the two children of 

our Chairman Claire Lancaster set out from Upton 

Pyne in pouring rain for our annual outing - this time 

to Coleton Fishacre near Kingswear. However as we 

approached Newton Abbot the skies cleared, the sun 

came out and the weather was wonderful for the 

remainder of the day. 

 

The house - built by the D'Oyly Carte family as a 

holiday home - was really interesting and is still 

furnished throughout in Art Deco style echoing the 

atmosphere of the 1920's era. It was very pleasant to 

wander through the 30 acre garden planted with 

shrubs and flowers from New Zealand, South Africa 

and the Mediterranean which all thrive so well 

because of the sheltered valley location and also to 

catch glimpses of the sea through the trees. However, 

sadly it is no longer possible to go down onto the 

beach itself because of storm damage to the paths. 

 

Simon and Kirsty Robshaw have kindly issued an 

invitation to visit Pynes in the afternoon at 2pm on 

the 10
th
 July to look around their grounds and to see 

their animals. We shall be serving refreshments 

including cream teas and hopefully the weather will 

remain fine. This invitation is OPEN TO GARDEN 

CLUB MEMBERS AND THEIR FRIENDS and I'm 

sure will be a very pleasant afternoon. 

 

Our next talk will be on Monday 20
th
 September by 

Phil Thomas from Linscombe Organic Farm. 

 

If anyone is interested in joining the Garden Club or 

would like any further information about our talks 

please give me a ring on 861 205. New members are 

always welcome. 

Ros Rowlerson 

Secretary 

The Garden in July 
It looks as though we are going to have a real 

summer at last and what a great season it has been so 

far. After the coldest winter for years, the amount of 

blossom we have had to date, and are still getting, is 

astonishing. I don't remember ever seeing so many 

primroses as we had this spring, and a wonderful 

display of daffodils and narcissi, albeit over very 

quickly, the early summer shrubs are also putting on 

a huge show of blossom. I have a large bush of 

Kolkwitsia (Beauty Bush), which is smothered in 

more flowers than I have ever seen before. 

 

On the other hand, the weeds are also loving it, and 

my veggie patch is smothered in foot high 

chickweed, which seems to have come up more or 

less overnight. I am very grieved about this, because 

I had a short row of purple Pak Choi which has been 

totally wiped out. I really must stick to my own 

advice and keep on top of the weeding! I have also 

been struggling to keep the upper hand of the 

bindweed, which was truly awful last year, and I 

seem to spend an awful lot of time going round 

pulling the wretched stuff out before it can climb up 

into the soft fruit and shrubs. 

 

Hanging baskets and troughs should be starting to 

look good now, so keep up with the dead heading, 

and, unless you have used a slow-release fertiliser in 

the compost, apply a weak feed of high potash liquid 

feed every week. The constant northerly winds which 

we seem to have had for months on end lately, are 

very drying, and the high temperatures also make 

plants lose water more quickly than usual. So do 

keep an eye on the watering - container plants will 

probably need it every day at least, and smaller 

baskets need it even more often. Well established 

garden plants should not need to be watered very 

often, but if you do need to water them - and recently 

planted things do need to be kept moist at the roots 

until they have had time to make a new feeding root 

system - don't just sprinkle them with the hosepipe, 

put the hose at the base of the plant, and apply 

enough water to go right down through the soil to the 

roots. This should only need doing about once a 

week. Please don't just sprinkle the soil surface every 

evening - the water will simply evaporate very 

quickly the next morning, and it will be a waste of 

time and water. I probably say this every year, and I 

still see people doing the evening sprinkle! A 'seep 

hose' is a good idea - it is usually made from re-

cycled car tyres, and you can run it along rows of 

plants, or lay it randomly amongst shrubs and 

perennials, turn the tap on slowly, and the water will 

seep out along the length of the hose into the ground 

and down to the roots. (Use an ordinary length of 

hose to get from the tap to where you need the 

water). If you can manage to get enough of the seep 

hose, you can bury it just under the surface, and 

leave it in place for as long as you want. 

 

The hard winter seems to have suited the soft fruit as 

well as flowering plants, and I look like having a 

bumper crop of currants and raspberries, providing I 

can keep the local hungry blackbirds at bay - it is 

amazing how they will always find the tiniest hole in 

the netting to get into the fruit cage, but never seem 

to be able to get out again without a lot of going in 
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and trying to drive them back to the entrance. My 

Victoria plum tree, which was so badly broken by the 

huge crop last year, is carrying another large crop 

this year on what is left of it, but there is no way I 

can tie the branches up to take some of the weight, 

and although I have tried to thin out the fruit a bit, it 

is a very boring sort of a job, and I never seem to get 

very far, so I just hope that some of the tree will 

survive. 

 

 

 

PLANT OF THE MONTH. 
CERIN THE MAJOR PURPURASCENS 
 

A mouthful of a name for a very attractive annual or 

possibly perennial with mild winters. I2 tol6in tall, it 

makes a bushy plant with pale olive green leaves, and 

3-4in long flower heads with light bluey-purple 

bracts, from which dark purple tubular flowers 

appear. It is easy to grow from seed, and is 

something a little bit out of the ordinary, and worth 

trying. 

Pat Brooks 

Nature Notes 
 

Birds 
It is nearly six months ago when people took part in 

the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch survey. There are a 

few things to feedback; firstly a comparison of 

recordings between Devon and the whole of the UK 

are listed below in Table 1. There is only one marked 

difference and it concerns the collared dove that 

ranked 9th in the UK and only 15th in Devon. The 

dunnock ranked 11th in the UK. There were a lot 

more blackcaps seen than would normally be 

expected in spite of the very cold weather. It is 

thought that blackcaps have adapted to feeding from 

bird tables and are therefore more visible. A disease 

has affected the greenfinch population. 

          

Table 1 RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch Survey 2010 

Ranking   Species  UK Species  Devon 

1 House Sparrow House Sparrow 

2 Blackbird Blackbird 

3 Starling Chaffinch 

4 Blue Tit Blue Tit 

5 Chaffinch Starling 

6 Woodpigeon Robin 

7 Robin Great Tit 

8 Great Tit Woodpigeon 

9 Collared Dove Goldfinch 

10 Goldfinch Dunnock 

 

In our garden at the bird feeders we have fledgling 

blue tits, great tits and goldfinches. The great spotted 

woodpeckers have gone elsewhere this season and 

we only get the occasional male visit the peanut 

feeder. Instead we have had jackdaw, starling, 

magpie and squirrel. The male great spotted 

woodpecker did not appear to be able to manoeuvre 

himself to feed from the peanut feeder and would 

give up. I have recently re-positioned the peanut 

feeder to deter the bigger birds and encourage the 

male great spotted woodpecker. 

 

Dragonfly 
While we were walking along the coastal footpath 

near Noss Mayo (TARTS walk 19
th
 June) we 

watched a golden ringed dragonfly devour a live 

small bumblebee headfirst, despite all of us getting 

up close to take photographs. You could hear it 

crunching away at the bee. 

    

Moths 
In April Focus I wrote about the most common 

moths recorded in the South West in 2009 and now 

Devon Moth Group has published a list of the most 

common moths recorded in Devon in 2009. A 

comparison of the top five moths is shown in Table 

2. 

 

Table 2 Most Common Moths of 2009  

Ranking South West Devon 

1 Large Yellow 

Underwing 

Brimstone Moth 

2 Setaceous 

Hebrew Character  

Flame Shoulder 

3 Flame Shoulder Large Yellow 

Underwing 

4 Heart and Dart Silver Y 

5 Small Square-spot Common Marbled 

Carpet 

    

Butterflies 
Butterfly Conservation in partnership with Marks & 

Spencer is running the Big Butterfly Count from 24th 

July to 1st August. Anyone can take part whether in 

your own garden, out for a walk, in a park etc. The 

website www.bigbutterflycount.org has more 

information. At the first page scroll down and click 

on 'About the Big Butterfly count' for more 

information. Please see 'Notice Board' in this Focus 

and if you wish please join me to do a survey at the 

Millennium Green. 

Jenny Garne 
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Thorverton and District History Society 
Water Mills In The Devon Landscape 

 
This illustrated talk by Westcountryman Martin 

Watts was delivered with the ease of someone who 

knows his subject inside out - an abundance of facts 

and figures packaged in an entertaining but 

informative manner. 

 

The Romans introduced water mills around the first 

century. Most standing today are less than 250 years 

old, though Burn Mill, north of Silverton, dates from 

the late 800's. A Doomsday map shows a large 

number along the Exe and its tributaries. It was 

recorded that Devon had 96½ mills, Somerset over 

300 and Cornwall only 6 mills.  

Dotton Mill, which was featured in the Time Team 

programme, was valued at five shillings. The 

televised dig was disappointing, revealing the fire of 

1968 and some earlier remains from the 17
th
 century, 

but little else. 

Fingle Mill, on the Teign, burnt down in the 1890's 

and only the stone walls and some iron wheel relics 

remain. This mill had two wheels - one for milling 

corn and the other for fulling. 

Illustrations show, how, when milling ceases and 

nature takes over, many former mills quickly become 

indistinguishable from dwellings of the period. 

 

Water mills in Devon vary widely in size and design, 

depending primarily on the quantity and head of 

water available. The overshot wheel is most efficient 

at around 70%, whilst the undershot wheel is suited 

to large volumes of low head. The breastshot wheel 

offers intermediate efficiency and can cope with a 

varying head of water - the higher the water onto the 

wheel, the greater the power obtained. 

 

Illustrations demonstrated various layouts. Clifford 

Mill had two wheels, one at each end of the building; 

some had tandem wheels, one behind the other, 

whilst others had two wheels side by side. Another 

example showed the discharge from one wheel 

directed to a second wheel further down the site, for 

reuse. 

 

Until the 18
th
 century water wheels were of timber 

construction with metal bearings and wrought iron 

fittings produced by local craftsmen. With 

industrialisation, iron water wheels, often 

manufactured hundreds of miles away, became the 

norm. - The massive 60ton water wheel at 

Heathcoates was built in Manchester in the 1820's, 

whilst an Exeter foundry built the tall but narrow 

wheel at The Strand in Dawlish. 

 

Waterpower was also widely used in the manufacture 

of cloth for the fulling process, known in the 

Westcountry as tucking. Exeter's prominence in this 

craft is reflected in the ornate Tuckers Hall in Fore 

Street. In this process bales of the woven fabric are 

dampened and then repeatedly pounded by water 

powered hammers to felt the fibres together and 

produce a durable hardwearing cloth. 

 

Clyston Mill at Broadclyst, rebuilt in 1808, is a good 

example of a popular three-storey layout. The corn is 

hoisted to the top floor for temporary storage before 

being fed into a hopper that feeds through the floor to 

the centre of the millstone on the floor below. After 

milling between the bottom fixed and top rotating 

runner millstone the flour is collected around the 

circumference and fed through a chute for bagging, 

weighing and dispatch on the ground floor - with 

gravity playing its part in this process. 

 

At the heart of traditional milling is the millstone. 

French stones are of the highest quality and most 

expensive - often costing more than the water wheel, 

but all stones require frequent and skilled dressing 

(the re-cutting of a pattern of groves into the face) to 

maintain the efficiency of the process and quality of 

the flour. 

 

In 1897 Thorverton Mill was destroyed by fire (an all 

too frequent hazard) and rebuilt as a roller mill. It 

was taken over by Allied Mills 1963 and finally 

closed in autumn 1989. 

 

It was reassuring to hear that despite the 

sophisticated computer controlled processes 

employed in modern roller mills the miller still tests 

the quality of the flour with his thumb! 

 

Barrie Phillips 
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Interview with Local MP 
 

In May, Mel Stride was elected as MP for our 

constituency - and a very large constituency it is 

too, stretching through Crediton to Okehampton 

and Ashburton. I caught up with Mel at his first 

local surgery in Thorverton on 26
th

 June.   

 

I asked him how he had found his first two 

months as an MP. He said that he had been 

staggered by just how much there was to learn 

about Parliamentary procedures. He had a huge 

amount of work to do. He had only just got an 

office in Westminster and had also needed to 

build a team to help him. 

 

Mel told me that before being elected he had 

campaigned hard on matters affecting rural 

communities, such as affordable housing and 

post offices, and he was keen to make a 

difference on these matters now that he was an 

MP. He recognised that there were some hard 

times ahead, and that in such times communities 

were all the more important. 

 

Mel particularly wanted to be accessible to his 

constituents. He told me that he was very keen to 

run surgeries in villages so that constituents 

would have the opportunity to talk to him. I also 

encouraged him to provide occasional updates 

for village magazines such as Focus. 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 

  
Mel catches up on local news.                                        Mel and Jan Hambly. 
 

 

TADS news : 2010 Pantomime 
It's behind you... 

Oh no it isn't... 

 

Your opportunity to help with the 2010 TADS 

pantomime is right in front of you! 

 

The production team invite you to a cheese and wine 

evening at the Exeter Inn on Tuesday 6th July at 

7.45pm to launch the 2010 pantomime. 

 

This year's pantomime will be performed on 

Thursday 2nd, Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th 

December.  So if you are interested in helping out in 

any  way, either onstage or behind the scenes, then 

please come along to the Exeter Inn on Tuesday 6th 

July at 7:45pm.  If you've never been involved 

before, this is the ideal opportunity to come along 

and meet the TADS crew. 

 

If you cannot make our cheese and wine evening, but 

would like to be involved in this year's production, 

then please contact Simon Ette on 861349 

We look forward to meeting you. 

 

 
Mary Ette 
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Poetry 
We have a bumper edition of poetry for the summer. 

 

 

Nature 
 

When I recall life as a boy, 

All of nature was a joy. 

 

Birds, butterflies and bees 

Filled our gardens, took their ease 

 

In meadows suffused with flowers. 

These same dull acres can't be ours! 

 

Rivers teemed with fish, skies glowed bright, 

A wave of birdsong met the light. 

 

Now so much that used to please 

Falls victim to some foul disease; 

 

Farmers are targeting as weed 

Plants caterpillars need to feed 

 

All of which comes as no surprise. 

Thousands of tons of pesticide 

 

Have ruined our rivers and our land, 

An annual onslaught that is planned 

 

Leaving us with this dismal thought: 

When nature has been set at naught 

 

Do we deserve to reign alone 

On earth that's barer than a bone? 

 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

Earth 
 

In drought the farmer's fingers crumble me  

and know I have no strength to grip the crop.  

In ten years greed will turn my stuff to dust  

and I'll need grass to keep the winds at bay.  

  Left to myself I'm known to offer up  

  poppies in an unconsidered waste. 

 

Trampling and rain will soften me to mud,  

to travel grimly on an army's boots.  

Missiles abuse me, gunfire rakes the town,  

the homeless, hungry, tread my pitted road.  

  Left to myself I'll hold your dwellings fast,  

  support you as you slow your history down. 

 

And though you scorn the self I am, I spin  

unchanged in orbit round the master sun,  

and ever will despite all mortal ruin:  

my compass makes man smaller than wheat's grain.  

  Left to myself I shall run on and on,  

  indifferently, come black, come green. 

 

Christopher Cousins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caitlin age 5  

 

With pink fairy wings and a glittering wand, 

She answers the door in full verse of song. 

A shriek of excitement, a familiar grin, 

A wonderful hug and a kiss on the chin. 

  

So much to show me, dolls, drawings and books, 

Puzzles to help with, pink cup cakes to cook! 

A day full of dancing and singing and wishes, 

'Princesses don't have to help Aunty with dishes'. 

  

We 'fly' round the garden to look for a frog, 

The only thing close is Rocket the dog! 

 

A Prince, a carriage, a ball gown, new shoes, 

Carefree, innocent, big imagination too. 

  

Loud, relentless, sleepy now at least, 

My beautiful Angel, Caitlin, my Niece. 

Looking back on the fun day we've had, 

I am so very happy you weren't born a lad! 

  

Sweet dreams Princess. 

 

Alison Marshall 
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Mount Snowdon 
  

The path rises slowly - a walk in the park, 

Silence all round but for the larks, 

Deep lakes of blue under clear cloudless skies, 

My eyes gaze upwards - they are telling me lies - 

The top looks so near but I know its quite far, 

Small specks of 'people' how many there are. 

  

The ground turns rocky, the path disappears, 

My pace slows down as I search for more gears, 

Onward and upward, slate, granite and stone, 

Oh how I wish for a big ice-cream cone! 

I stumble and slip - not really much fun, 

I turn my head sideways - views second to none. 

  

Half way up Snowdon and feeling some pain, 

Go on or turn back? the distance's the same - 

Onward and upward the summit in site, 

A Chinook down below me so slow in its flight. 

Children are whining, loose dogs chasing sheep, 

Exhaustion cuts in and I just want to weep. 

  

The thought of refreshment and train ride back down, 

Helps me push forward - Im now heaven bound. 

I've made it up top and I'm sure feeling great, 

Not even mad that the trains running late! 

Half an hour later I make a decision, 

I'm walking back down to finish this mission! 

  

So off I set - downwards this time, 

Not on the train but following it's line, 

It's strange but suddenly I'm feeling quite bright, 

Even though I'm at this great height. 

Smiling at those on their way up who are 

Puffing and panting and red in the face, 

Stopping to rest or tie a shoe-lace. 

I laugh and I joke and I wish them all well 

Whilst creating a poem I can't wait to tell. 

  

Alison Marshall 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have to start with another apology for having made 

a small but significant mistake in typing Doreen's 

poem in last month's Focus.  The last line of A 

Worthy Competition should have read "Compete to 

bless our springtime hours" and not "Complete...".  

So, with an added sense of nervousness I have typed 

up Doreen's poem for July, a tribute to our Devon 

coastline.  I hope that you enjoy it. - Ed. 

 
Gather Such Treasure 

I love to roam a Devon shore 

Its dunes and hollows to explore, 

To hold its treasures in my hand, 

As sugar fine - some golden sand, 

Or glimpse a pebble black as jet 

Shining in the wavelets wet; 

From North to South along our coast 

There's diversity of which to boast. 

  

I love to stand on Devon's shores, 

Where taste and feel of spray, restores 

And animates the jaded mind; 

Some hidden jewel I'm sure to find. 

A shell as delicate and pale 

Pink, as a newborn baby's nail, 

Or purest white of such perfection 

They move the mind to deep reflection. 

  

Tributaries from the moors 

Deposit colours to our shores, 

Influenced by plants and weather 

Pebbles hold the tints of heather; 

Lichens and leaves from upland trees 

Lend pigments to our estuaries; 

While over this delightful scene 

Heaven's watch has ever been. 

  

Come, stroll these lovely shores with me 

And feel the pull of poetry - 

In cry of gull - in sound of surf, 

The seaweed's tang - its beaded girth 

Laid like a necklace from the deep, 

Mementoes in our hearts to keep 

When age and infirmities hold sway, 

Gather such treasure while you may. 

  

Doreen Beer  
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

 

Bus services              See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton.  861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

       IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG  860455 
     Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
     Sat: 9 am.-12 noon      Sun:  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
     Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard   860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609   Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 
255734. 
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club  Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 

Brownies' Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133. 

  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised. 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270 
     Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: Beryl Grace, Moss Bank, Thorverton 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, Sunnydale, Dinneford Street, Thorverton. 860614. 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton 
  held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market      2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30   - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School   Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm  &  Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am  &  Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631 
  Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee   4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 -  5.15     Mon.     9.00  - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15             Tue.      9.00  - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed.     3:30 -   5:45   
Thu. 3.00  -   5.45               Thu.      9.00  -  11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45         Fri.        9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon.   8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                Mon.      8.45  - 12.30 
Tue.    8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                Tue.      8.45  - 12.30 
Wed.   8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 5.00            Wed.  3.00  -   6.00 
Thu.    8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                             Thu.                    8.45  - 1.00 
Fri.      8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                              Fri.                     8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday - Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions.  Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622 
 

 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 - 13.00  &  14.00 - 18.00 
                                   Friday:                            09.00 - 13.00  &  14.00 - 17.00 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 

 Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthony O'BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER 

 
Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30   
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00     
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00  09.00 - 11.00  
 15.30 - 17.30  15.00 - 17.00   

Thursday  09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00   

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00 
 Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks   
  (Urgent cases only)*      
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Waste Collection Dates for 2010 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

July 5 and 19     July 12 and 26 

August 2, 16 and 31 (Tues)    August 9 and 23 

September 13 and 27    September 6 and 20 

October 11 and 25     October 4 and 18 

November 8 and 22     November 1, 15 and 29 

December 6 and 20     December 13 and 29 (Wed) 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton  07.54 (07.57 on Saturday), 08.55, 10.40, 12.40 14.40, 17.40, 18.20 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.25, 09.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.15, 18.30. 

 

To Exeter 07.53, 09.57 (10.02 on Saturday), 11.52, 13.52, 15.42 (15.52 on Saturday), 18.55 from The Berry and 

Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station. 07.30, 08.30, 10.15, 12.15, 14.15, 17.15, 17.55  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2010 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 
 

JULY 
Thurs 1

st
 Dolphin Group, Thorverton Arms, 10.30 a.m. (and every Thursday) 

Tues 6
th
 TADS Cheese and Wine evening, Exeter Inn, 7.45 p.m. 

Sat 10
th
 Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00 a.m. 

Mon 12
th
 Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m. 

Sun 18
th
 Newton St Cyres Revels 12pm-5pm Recreation Ground, Newton St Cyres 

Thurs 22
nd

 Arts Exchange, Water, Campion Cottage, 8.00 p.m. 

Sat 24
th
    WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 - 11.00 a.m. 

Sun 25
 th 

Butterfly Count, Millennium Green, 2.00 p.m. (also on 27
th
, 29

th
 and 31

st
) 

Sun 25
 th

 - Mon 26
 th

 Road Closed between Thorverton and the Ruffwell (see page 4) 

Sat 31
st
 Painting the WI Hut, 10.00 a.m. 

 

AUGUST 
Sat 7

th 
W.I. Trip to Montacute House/Clarkes Village leaves The Berry 9.00am 

Sat 14
th
 Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00 a.m. 

Sat 28
th
    WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 - 11.00 a.m. 

 

SEPTEMBER 
Fri 3

rd
 The Joyce Gang, at Memorial Hall, 7.30 p.m. 

Thurs 9
th
 Arts Exchange, Animated, 25 The Glebe, 8.00 p.m. 

Sat 11
th
 Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 -11.00am 

Sun 19
 th

 Ploughing Match, Shute Farm, Shute 

Fri 24
 th

 Thorverton and District History Society, Exeter Almshouses, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 25
th
 WI Market and Coffee morning at  the WI Hut 10.00-11.00am 

 

OCTOBER  
Fri 22

nd
 Thorverton and District History Society, Dating old family photographs, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 11
th
 Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00 am 

Sat 30
th
 WI Market and coffee Morning at the WI Hut 10.00-11.00am 

 

DECMEBER 
Thurs 2

nd
 TADS Pantomime 

Fri 3
rd

 TADS Pantomime 

Sat 4
th
 TADS Pantomime 

 


