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Editorial 
I am sure that villagers will have picked up on the 

exciting news that Jan Wills is looking to set up a 

shop in Berry Dairy very shortly.  She has included a 

questionnaire in this month’s Focus so that you can 

give her some views on what you would like to see in 

the shop and what hours you might want to use it. 

 

We also have news on the Surgery, which is being 

purchased by the New Valley Practice and which will 

have some refurbishment work done to it.   

 

For me personally, my feet have barely touched the 

ground over the past month and I am furiously typing 

this editorial and putting the final touches to the 

excellent work of Fiona Harrison in compiling Focus, 

between rehearsals for the pantomime, Aladdin, 

which takes place in the first week of December.  I 

do hope that lots of you will come along.  A lot of 

effort has gone into the panto from a lot of people.  It 

should be fun.  Certainly it has been fun rehearsing 

for it.   

 

It may seem a bit odd, insular almost, to be writing 

about events in Thorverton when so much is going on 

around the world, shaken by terrorist activity.  So, for 

me to be excited to be able to say that Focus has 

news on the possibility of a shop being re-established 

in Berry Dairy, that we have an update on the surgery 

and that the panto is almost upon us may sound as 

though I have my eyes shut to the outside world.  

However, establishing good caring communities must 

surely be a building brick to establishing a better 

world to live in, so perhaps this is not such a small 

thing. 

 

This feels a bit odd to be writing this a month before 

Christmas – although not as bad as those magazine 

editors for whom the December edition comes out in 

October – but I end my last editorial for 2015 by 

wishing all villagers (particularly those of you who 

stumped up the money to buy Focus!) a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  I particularly 

thank those who have helped to keep Focus full of 

articles and news, and to those who have played a 

part in its production and distribution.  A PS to 

contributors of items: please could you adhere to the 

20
th
 December for the next edition so that I can have 

Christmas Day off!  Thank you. 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council (PC)  

meeting held on 10/11/2015.  The full set of draft Minutes can  

be viewed on the notice board in School Lane.  The next meeting  

will take place on December 8th 2015, at 7.30pm, in the  

Memorial Hall and all are welcome. Alison Marshall – Clerk    

T. 01392 861228 E-mail. thorvertonpc@gmail.com    

………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………… 

Planning matters – data received up to and including the date of the meeting: 

*You can view planning applications, decisions, and documentation at: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

a) 15/01638/FULL planning application land & buildings at Bowden Hill Cadeleigh. Conversion of barn 

to dwelling and erection of a detached garage following demolition of agricultural outbuildings. The 

Council resolved to make no comment. 

b) 15/01272/FULL Hazel Cottage, Thorverton, erection of stone cob/lime render garage/office following 

demolition of existing garage. Permission granted.  

c) 15/01728/FULL Berry Dairy, The Bury, Thorverton, change of use of part of dwelling house to general 

store. This application was supported by the PC. 

d) 15/01681/CLU Hewitt & Son Limited storage building at NGR 291548 Thorverton, EX5 5PJ. 

Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing use of an agricultural barn for general storage (class B8) for a 

period in excess of 10 years. The Council resolved to make no comment. 

e) 15/01390/FULL & LBC Conversion of garage/workshop/store to ancillary accommodation, replace 

existing roof tiles with natural slate and install solar panels at 9 Silver Street, Thorverton. Permission 

granted. 
 

Casual Vacancy for a Thorverton Parish Councillor 

A vacancy has arisen for a Parish Councillor following the resignation of Cllr Pollard who will shortly be moving 

from the village. Cllr Pollard was thanked at the recent PC meeting for his time on the Council since being elected 

in May. If you are interested in what happens in the village, have some time to support the community, and want to 

make a difference then why not consider becoming a Parish Councillor? To find out more please contact me, or any 

Parish Councillor, or see the notice board in School Lane. 
 

Court Barton Housing Development 

The PC has been advised that there are now several Developers interested in purchasing the Court Barton site and 

that the new owners are expected to be announced within the next month.  
 

Donations 

The PC are pleased to be supporting the Memorial Hall with the purchase of new Christmas lights and also 

Thorverton Church with the annual church yard maintenance grant which has been increased due to rising costs.   
 

Parish Council Public Relations (PCPR) 

 Following feedback the PC are looking into providing a skip for residents who find it difficult to get to a 

rubbish tip. The topic will be discussed further at the next PC meeting so watch this space for an update. 

 The PC are also considering taking up an offer from Devon Communities Together for free IT and social 

media training for residents of all ages and IT ability.  If you are interested in free local lessons please 

contact Cllr Neville Lane on 861062 to find out more.   

If you have any ideas for the PC to consider please do not hesitate to speak up so that the matter can be looked into.  
 

Recreation Ground ‘re-fresh’ 

The PC are pleased to be able to advise that following support from Focus and County Councillor Squires, the 

deposit funding required to enable the Viridor Grant to be submitted is now in hand. An application in the region of 

£20,000. to provide a wild life corner and new play and outside gym equipment will be submitted in December.  

** Please be reminded that dogs are not permitted in the Recreation Ground** 

 

Allotments for rent - If you are interested in renting an Allotment from 1
st
 January 2016 please get in touch now. 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
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Letters 
From John & Donna Hodge, Silver St. 
 

The other day my wife went to the Rec with her 

Daughter and Grandchildren and was unpleasantly 

surprised to find dog mess in the area of the 

children’s play equipment, which she had to clear 

before they could play. There are signs up saying 

“No dogs”.  Please can you not take your dog into the 

Rec.  Thank you! 

 

From John & Jean White in Lee-on-the-Solent 

 

We have well and truly settled into our new home in 

Hampshire and are enjoying living beside the sea. 

We have lovely neighbours who have made us very 

welcome and we are quickly finding our way about 

the area.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

those who contributed to our leaving gift and the 

good wishes we received. We will miss our friends in 

Devon but look forward to showing them this 

beautiful part of the country when they visit. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and best 

wishes for 2016. 

 

From Alice and Frank Selley of Dark Lane  

  

We would like, through Focus to wish all our friends 

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Instead of sending cards we shall be making a 

donation to the Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 

in appreciation of all the voluntary hard work which 

goes into keeping this wonderful village asset in such 

good shape.  

  

From Dorothy Folland  

  

May I, through Focus, wish all my friends and 

neighbours a peaceful Christmas and good health and 

happiness for the New Year. I will be sending a 

donation to Children’s Hospice South West.  

 

From Phyllis Langdon 

 

Afraid I shall not be sending Christmas cards around 

the village this year owing to my health not being so 

good.  A donation will be going to Hospice Care.  I 

wish you all a very happy, healthful and peaceful 

Christmas and that 2016 will be a good year for one 

and all.  

 

I would also like to say a very big thank-you to all 

my kind and lovely friends who keep popping in to 

see me each day.  I love you all.  May your Christmas 

be merry and bright.  God bless you all! 

 

From Dorothy and Peter Scott 

 

We would like to wish our good friends and 

neighbours a very Merry Christmas and a happy and 

healthy New Year.  Hope 2016 will be a good year 

for everyone. 

 

 

From Ken and Marjorie Maynard 

 

May we through Focus wish all our friends a very 

Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.  We 

are making a donation to the British Heart 

Foundation this year instead of sending cards. 

 

 

From Sue Vooght of Sherwood, Milford Lane 

 

Through Focus I wish all my friends and 

acquaintances a very "Happy Christmas" with my 

best wishes for 2016.  My donation this year will be 

to the British Heart Foundation. 

 

 

From Poppy Dovell 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported me, by 

purchasing plants and flowers, to help me raise 

money for my 29 day expedition to Namibia and 

South Africa. I had a fantastic time and it was an 

experience that will stay with me forever. We started 

our expedition through volunteering at a local school 

where we decorated buildings, built fences and 

played with the children; the children really enjoyed 

learning the Hokey Cokey!  

 

Next we visited Etosha National Park where we saw 

many different animals, including elephants, a 

rhinoceros family, giraffes, zebras and 9 lions – we 

also watched from several metres away, a massive 

lion fight which was amazing. After that, we visited 

Spitzkoppe where we climbed parts of the granite 

massif and then went on to Swakopmund where we 

sand boarded down sand dunes in the Namib Desert – 

I was the fastest girl travelling at around 45 kmph.  

 

We then further explored the Namib desert and 

climbed Dune 45 to watch the beautiful sunrise over 

the desert.  Then, we visited the Fish River Canyon 

where we started our 5 day trek exploring the canyon.  

 

After that, we headed into South Africa where we 

canoed down the Orange River for 2 days. We 

camped beneath the stars on an island in the river, 

which was the night before my 18
th
 birthday. To 

finish our trip, we spent 3 days in Cape Town where 

we explored the historical town and visited local 

markets and also ate out in South African restaurants, 
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where I tried crocodile, ostrich, warthog and various 

antelopes. This experience has now spurred me on to 

go travelling during my gap year.  

 

 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
                         Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

Forthcoming events at the Hall 

 

2-5 December:  

TADS presents ALADDIN –  

the pantomime for everyone. 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 7.30 pm 

Saturday at 2.30 and 7.30 pm 

Tickets: Adults £7.50, Children £4.00,  Family tickets price on request. 

Box office: tel. 860843 

 

12 December: the SATURDAY MARKET 

Come and enjoy a Big Breakfast 

and buy from a wide variety of stalls all those Christmas presents you can’t find elsewhere. 

 

23 January:  BURNS NIGHT 

A date to put in your 2016 diary. 

Full details will be in the January Focus  

 

 

Booking the hall for an event 
If you would like to book the hall for any occasion or purpose just email 

thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com or  

contact any of the committee members listed below. 
  

 

Members of the Committee 

Sarah Addicott, Roseanne Benn, Lisa Browning, Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, John Hodge,  

Bob Hyde, Colin Marshall, Clair Heaven-Roberts, Mike Shelton, Caroline Taverner. 
 

 

Memorial Hall website  

The hall website can be found at www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk.   

If you wish to make a booking, see above. 

 

 

 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Notice Board 
 

 

Thorverton Church Choir 

  

Thorverton Church Choir Practices  
  

Thursdays 7.45 – 9.00pm at Thorverton 

Church 

Dec 3, 10, 17  Jan 7, 14, 28  Feb 4, 18 

  

Thorverton Church Sunday Services with 

choir 
  

December  6
th

     COMMUNION        9.30 

December 20
th

    CAROL SERVICE     

5.00pm 

January      17
th

    FAMILY SERVICE    

9.30 for 10.00 

February      7
th

    COMMUNION        9.30 

February    21
st
    FAMILY SERVICE    

9.30 for 10.00 

   

New members are always very welcome 

at any time  
  

We sing a very wide range of music at a mix 

of traditional services and more 

contemporary worship. All ages and 

abilities are welcome. There are no 

auditions! 

  

Please contact: 

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419 

 heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

  

TO LET - CENTRAL 

THORVERTON 
 

Furnished single-story annex with  

bedroom, lounge/diner, kitchen and bathroom 

Off-road parking for 1 car.  

Unsuitable for children/pets and non-smoking. 

£350 per calendar month plus bills. 

Would consider letting unfurnished 

 

Phone 01392 860309 

 

 

The Welcome Café 
 

from 2.30 to 4.00pm at the WI Hut  
 

every Monday (except Bank Holidays) 
 

Meet old friends …… Make new friends 
 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, cakes and a warm 

welcome! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENTS/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

 
offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, newspapers, 

magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials, health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, 

laundry service, photocopying 

– service with a smile! 

Easy parking. 

 

Lots of charity Christmas cards, wrapping, 

labels etc. now in stock. 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 
Workshops making garlands and 

swags 
 

Following on from my first workshop in 

November, I will be holding a second workshop  

in the Church on Saturday December 12th 

from 10.30 – 1.00pm. 

 

So if you would like to know how to make a 

garland and/or swag, you will need to bring 

scissors and/or secateurs, a good bag full of 

tough leathery greenery and/or conifer cut into 

about 6in lengths. This could be any conifer, 

box, eucalyptus, euonymus, ivy etc., all the 

same or mixed. 

There will be a small charge of £3 towards the 

flower fund. 
 

Elspeth Holmes 
 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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WANTED FOR ST DAVID’S SOUP 

KITCHEN IN EXETER 
 

Sleeping Bags, Blankets, Rucksacks.  
  

Also clothing for men and women: 

Jeans, Jackets, Sweaters, T-Shirts, Underwear, 

Socks, Gloves, Shoes and Trainers 

Contact: Jenny Yendell on 01392 860800 (she 

can collect) 
 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

and Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 
 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals 

in the area.  If you require transport contact one 

of the drivers mentioned above, giving them as 

much notice as possible.  If you use the service a 

realistic donation towards the drivers’ expenses 

would be appreciated.  Payment is paid direct to 

the driver who issues a receipt. It may not 

always be possible to arrange a lift, as all our 

drivers are volunteers and cannot be expected to 

turn out on every occasion, although they will 

do their best.   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571.   

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  THORVERTON PARISH CHURCH 
December 2015 

 

1st Sunday 
 

        Holy Communion at 9.30am 
 

2nd Sunday 
 

Family Christingle at 10am 
with Open Church at 9.30am 

(come when you wish) 
 

3rd Sunday 
 

Service of Lessons and Carols at 5pm 
 

Christmas Day 

Family Service & Holy Communion at 

9.30am 
 

4th Sunday 

Baptist Church Joint Service at 11am 
 

 

Check schedules on church notice boards 

for more information. 

 

Thorverton Parish Church 
 

FAMILY CHRISTINGLE  
SERVICE 

 

Sunday 13 December ~ 10am 

 
  

Open Church from 

9.30 including refreshments 
(come when you wish) 
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Thorverton Baptist 
Church 

 
 

Come and join us 
 

for our 
 

Carol Service 
 

Sunday 13th December 
 

10.30 am 
 

followed by coffee and mince 
pies 

 

All welcome! 
 

                            
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Invites you to come and join us 
 

for a cup of tea 
 

Carols, Mince Pies 
 

and seasonal readings 
 

Wed.16thDecember 
 

3.00 pm 
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

After the success of last month’s, we will 

be holding another 
 

Coffee Morning 
(or tea if you prefer!) 

 

Friday, 4th December 

from 10.30 till midday 

 

A warm welcome to all 
 

What a family thinks… 
 
As a family, we thoroughly enjoy attending 
the monthly family services in our beautiful 
parish church. They are lay-led; relatively 
informal, although structured; follow a 
different theme each time; and a great 
deal of careful planning and prayerful 
thought goes into their preparation. The 
music tends to be a mixture of traditional 
hymns and more modern worship songs. 
There is a ‘request box’ near the door, if 
you have a particular favourite you would 
like to sing at a future service. 
 
Our children’s enthusiastic response to 
what they particularly liked about these 
services included: enjoying watching bible 
stories being re-enacted in a creative way 
and the opportunity to play a part in these; 
playing in the band (with its many 
instrumentalists of all ages); the chance on 
occasions to compose and read out prayers 
(families wishing to get involved in this are 
thoroughly supported in doing so if 
requested); the puppets which appear from 
time to time in a fabulous drama; the 
biscuits (and other refreshments!) before 
and afterwards. 
 
For anyone reading this who does not think 
that church may be for them, I should 
encourage you to give a family service a go. 
If you are on your own, please do not be 
put off by the title: the congregation 
sometimes consists of more individuals 
than families! Whoever you are, whether 
you come on your own, with a friend or with 
a family, you will receive a very warm 
welcome. There is an activity before the 
service and a play corner for children. 
There is also the opportunity to chat, with 
refreshments provided, before and after 
the service; and even receive some 
confidential prayer (discretely away from 
the general hubbub) for anyone wishing to 
take advantage of this. We should love to 
see you.   
 
If you are quick, you may even get a biscuit 
before Barnaby eats them all. 
 
David, Sarah, Amelia, Jemima and Barnaby 
Mitchell 
 



Focus on Thorverton 9 Vol. 46 No.11–December 2015 

 

 

 

Calendars – Raising money for Force 

 

I wish to thank everyone who has purchased a 

calendar, for all the lovely comments, and the 

help and extra money that have been donated to 

Force. 

Thank you Thorfest team for letting us have a 

table to raise money from the “guess the legs” 

competition.  Maz Galvin won a bottle of 

bubbly for guessing three sets of legs right.  We 

also a prize of a box of chocolates to Chloe 

Barron for the best listener in the Exeter Inn 

(she had quite a few names right).  We raised 

£75 on this day, from competition, orders and 

collection boxes. 

 

Thank you John Mann, Dickie and Stella Barron 

for letting us have our launch day in the skittle 

alley.  Thank you everyone who baked a cake 

and to everyone who helped on the day.  Thank 

you to Maz for letting us share your bubbly and 

to Debs for bringing some more to say well 

done to all the ladies.  We also did pie and mash 

for the rugby, England v Australia, with the 

kitty money also going into the charity pot.  

Thank you.  A big thank you Dors for making 

all those pies and everyone else who helped out.  

We raised £560 with tea and cake, pie and mash, 

and calendar sales on this day, thank you. 

 

To date we have raised over £900.  There are 

still calendars available at the Post Office, C&R 

Repairs, Farm Shop, Thorverton Arms and 

Exeter Inn.  There are also collection boxes in 

the Thorverton Arms and Exeter Inn if you wish 

to make a donation. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Clare Harris 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
Open Door 

Every Thursday the Chapel is open between 
10.00am and midday, where Revd Maurice 
Harrison will be on hand if you would like a 

listening ear or to share a problem for prayer, 
etc.   

Please come in by the side entrance. 

 

Christmas Lights  
 

Raising funds for Devon Air Ambulance  

and Force 
 

Andy Cleave will again be giving a great display 
of Christmas lights from 1 December outside the 
last house on the right along Dinneford Street 
going towards Cadbury.  Any donations will go 
to Devon Air Ambulance and Force.  There will 
be a collection box on the gate. 

CAROL SINGING                                

AROUND THE VILLAGE 

 

Tuesday, 22nd December ~ 

7.00pm Meet in The Berry 

Followed by mince pies and punch in 

the Thorverton Arms.  
 

All welcome (no auditions!) 
 



Focus on Thorverton 10 Vol. 46 No.11–December 2015 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knit and Natter 
 

Cast off your winter blues and cast on some woolly yarns we knit, we crochet and best of all we natter  
every Wednesday except the 4th Wednesday of the month in the Methodist Hall, Silverton 1.30pm to 3.30pm 
 
We share some laughter, pass on tips and help with tricky bits, knit for ourselves or charities, all are welcome and 
if you have always wanted to learn – now is the time! 

 
Just drop in or if you would like to know more contact: 
Claire Barton: Tel:   01392 860704   email:    dcbarton@live.co.uk 
Sylvia Wakeham: Tel:   01392 861390   email:    sfwakeham@aol.com 

mailto:dcbarton@live.co.uk
mailto:sfwakeham@aol.com
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County Councillor’s Report  
 
Devon County Council is again consulting on 

“Tough Choices”.  As you are aware, local councils 

have been receiving less year on year Government 

grant. There is a cap on Council Tax with a net result 

there are cuts year on year. John Hart as leader is 

again consulting and would like for the public to put 

forward their opinion. Details of forth-coming 

meetings can be found on the Devon County Website    

http://devon.gov.uk/   there are 9 meetings scheduled 

across the County and you need to register if you 

want to attend. 

 

There is a lot of campaigning going on for “Fairer 

Funding” rural authorities grants are less per head 

than the urban equivalent especially where school 

funding is concerned. The Police are finding it really 

tough and Tony Hogg the Police Commissioner for 

Devon and Cornwall is consulting through November 

and December with a possibility of asking for a 

referendum for more funding if he has the backing of 

the community. We could be facing a cut in our 

police personal numbers – a real concern in our rural 

areas. 

 

This time of the year the roads are busy as the 

farmers are doing their maize silage harvest, and this 

year as with previous years I get a lot of complaints. I 

appreciate that there is a time when the crop is ready 

and everyone wants to harvest when the weather is 

right. Please urge farmers and contractors to consider 

other road users and residents. 

 

A lot of road closures are happening at the moment 

as some of the schemes we have been waiting for a 

long time are coming up. Please bear in mind we can 

all report potholes and when they are reported there 

is a time scale in which they should be completed. To 

register as a pothole they should be at least the size of 

a dinner plate across and a depth of 2 inches or more. 

You can report by ringing the call centre 0345 155 

1004 where you can talk to an operative who will 

log, and if you ask give you a reference no. so it can 

be followed up. If potholes are entered individually 

they are immediately listed for repair and entered into 

the system. They are dealt with according to priority - 

obviously the higher the grade of road the sooner it 

will be dealt with.  Potholes can also be reported via 

the DCC Website http://devon.gov.uk/  On the front 

page scroll down to “report a pothole”, click and see 

options. 

Margaret Squires 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

We would like to give a special invitation 

to hear a representative from Open Doors 

(an organisation which helps persecuted 

Christians), who will give a talk entitled:  
 

North Korea, the worst place in the world 

to be a Christian 
 

Sunday 3rd January 2016 
 

We meet every Sunday morning at 11.00, 

except when we join with the Parish Church 

for their Family Service every other month. 

http://devon.gov.uk/
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The Thorverton Millennium Green Trustees need a new SECRETARY following several years’ excellent 

service from Lin Balkwill. If anyone, with some computer experience, is willing to take on this voluntary post, 

writing up minutes from just three meetings per year and filing the agendas and minutes, please contact 

jfspivey@yahoo.com or 01392 861324. 

We are also looking for more volunteers to join the Friends of Thorverton Millennium Green to help with 

maintenance on every 3rd Saturday of the month. If you use the Green, please help to maintain it.  

Thank you. 

 
 

Road Closure 

News reaches us that there has been an application by South West Water for utility works on Silver Street between 

12/01/2016 and 15/01/2016. The area which would be closed is from opposite 21 Silver Street to opposite the 

entrance to the Sewer Works. The works themselves would be outside 45 Silver Street. This is subject to 

confirmation from Devon Highways. 

mailto:jfspivey@yahoo.com


Focus on Thorverton 13 Vol. 46 No.11–December 2015 

 

Church Services and News 
                      

DECEMBER 2015 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

Sunday 6 December 2015 Advent 2  

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton J Davies  

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led   

10:00 am Service of the Word & Toy Service   Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company [Christmas Tree Festival]  Rewe  

02:00 pm Baptism  Thorverton  D Francis  

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore J Cackett 

 

Sunday 13 December 2015 Advent 3  

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Open Church followed by  Thorverton   

10:00 am Family Service & Christingle   Thorverton  Lay Led     

10:00 am Service of Lessons & Carols  Stoke Canon  Lay Led 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe C Pidsley 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer  Newton St Cyres LF 

05:30 pm Carol Service & Christingle   Huxham Lay Led  

 

Thursday 17 December 2015  

07:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Netherexe J Henton    

 

Sunday 20 December 2015 Advent 4   

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke                  D Gunn-Johnson  

10:00 am Service of Lessons & Carols   Poltimore Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of Lessons & Carols   Rewe Lay Led 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  MSS 

05:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Thorverton Lay Led  

05:30 pm  Family Carol Service   Brampford Speke joint  Lay Led 
   Joint with Upton Pyne  

06:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Cadbury Lay Led  

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

 

Thursday 24 December 2015 Christmas Eve   

04:00 pm Crib Service   Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore D James 

11:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon MSS 

 

Friday 25 December 2015 Christmas Day 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham MSS 

09:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Thorverton HW 

10:00 am  Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF 

10:00 am  Family Service   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres                            C Edwards  

10:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Rewe SS    

 

Sunday 27 December 2015 Christmas 1  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   D Francis   

11:00 am Joint Service      Thorverton Baptist Church            M Harrison  
   Joint with Parish Church  

Sunday 3 January 2016 Christmas 2  

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led   

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore SS   
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: None   

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

 Vacancy    Rector    

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

  

Parish Letter 
CHRISTMAS UNWRAPPED  

How are you getting on with all the writing of cards 

and the wrapping of presents?  Did you know that 

until about a century ago brown paper was generally 

used for wrapping Christmas presents? Then in 1917 

a lady named Joyce Hall, who ran a stationery store 

in Kansas in the US, ran out of brown paper at 

Christmas. In desperation, she carefully unfolded 

some large envelopes.  They had pretty printed 

linings and the idea of wrapping presents with pretty 

printed paper was born. 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Of course the very first Christmas present wasn’t 

wrapped very prettily at all. Jesus, God’s son, we are 

told in Luke chapter two, was wrapped in bands of 

cloth, and laid in a manger. The “swathing” or 

“swaddling” bands of cloth may have been strips of 

cast-off clothing, or they may have been taken from 

linen that was carried on long journeys by travellers 

in case of death, to be used as a shroud. This reminds 

us that Jesus was born to die - not just in the usual 

way but wrapping himself with our sins. This was far 

from the 'gift wrapping' of a king, yet only the King 

of kings allowed himself to be gift wrapped in this 

way. Through his poverty we may become rich, as he 

offers us forgiveness and a new relationship with 

God. 

 

Of course Christ himself was brought gifts – gold and 

frankincense and myrrh.  We don’t know if they were 

gift wrapped but we do know they had travelled a 

long way with the wise men “from the East”.  These 

men were strangers in a foreign land when they 

pitched up at the inn over which the star was shining, 

but they were welcomed by Mary and Joseph who 

must have been very surprised by the gifts they were 

then given. 

 

And now in the twenty-first century many people are 

again making arduous journeys from the east to the 

west. We see them daily on our television screens 

pitching up at railway stations and ports having 

risked their lives as they flee war and oppression.  As 

Mary and Joseph did in the stable that first 

Christmas, so it is also incumbent upon us to 

welcome these refugees and offer our hospitality.  As 

is so often the case, we may be surprised by the gifts 

that they bring. 

 

I do hope that all the wrapping of presents isn’t too 

arduous for you this year.  And I do hope that 

everyone who reads this letter gets to unwrap at least 

one well-chosen gift that brings them pleasure on 

Christmas Day.  If you come to church on Christmas 

morning then you will be welcomed with open arms 

to celebrate the greatest gift of all – God come down 

to earth in human form. 
 

For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  (Isaiah 9.6) 
 

With my best wishes to you all for a happy and 

blessed Christmas. 

Sue Sheppard 

 

Baptist Church  

And is it true... 
 

And is it true 

The most tremendous tale of all....? 
 

It was the poet Betjeman who asked this question 

about the Christmas story.  In our postmodern age, 

people are not so concerned about truth.  One writer 

describes this generation as suffering from 'truth 

decay.'  But it is vitally important to know whether 

something is true or not.  If the accounts of the 

origins of the Christian faith are not true then I for 

one want nothing to do with the whole business. 
 

So what about Matthew's, "Now when Jesus was 

born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 

King..." or Luke's, "And it came to pass in those days 

that there went out a decree from Caesar 

Augustus.."?  For many of us these narratives, 

especially in the King James Version, are hallowed 

by long usage and childhood associations, by 

memories of nativity plays and carol concerts, 

Sunday School and so on.  But are they true?  Or just 

beautiful stories invented or embellished long 

centuries ago by writers with an axe to grind?  Are 

they just part of what we have always expected of 

this time of year but devoid of historical truth?  
 

 Many will dismiss this emphasis on truth as 

mistaken.  What is important, they say, is what the 

author is trying to convey through means of his 

narrative and it doesn't matter whether something is 

literally true or not.  I can sympathise with that point 

of view but do not agree with it.  For me it is 

important to know if I have based my whole life up 

to now on a lie.   
 

In his letter to the Corinthians, Saint Paul told his 

readers that if the teaching of the resurrection was not 

true then their faith was futile.  He was referring to 

claims as to how Jesus left this world.  My feeling is 

that the same argument would apply to claims as to 

how he arrived here.  Luke is at pains to explain to us 

at the opening of his gospel that he has "carefully 

investigated everything from the beginning" and that 

what he is presenting to us is "an orderly account." 

He certainly intends us to understand that he is 

writing historical narrative and not pious tales.  And 

he was a meticulous historian. 
 

So... historical facts or edifying legends?  My own 

choice is made. 
 

"And is it true?  For if it is..." 
 

I will leave you, dear reader, to fill in your own 

ending. 

Maurice Harrison 
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Thorverton General Stores at Berry Dairy 
 

If all goes to plan, Thorverton General Stores will open in Berry Dairy early in the New Year. My aim is to 
make sure it stocks the things you want to buy and provides the services you need. I hope everyone will 
let me have comments and suggestions at any time, but it would be really helpful if you would provide 
some basic information in this short survey. 
 

You can do the survey on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/ThorvertonGeneralStores 
 

Or online at: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MR58CZ3 
 

For those who prefer a more traditional approach, you can fill in the survey from Focus and pop it under 
the shop door. Alternatively, just send a message or a note, or talk to me at the Saturday Market on 12 
December from 9.30 till 11am at Thorverton Memorial Hall. 
Thank you! 
Jan 

SURVEY 
 
1.  Would you, or anyone in your household, use Thorverton General Stores? 

     Yes       No  
 

2. How often would you shop there? 

    Occasionally, less than once a week.      Once a week  

    Two to five times a week.                        Every day  
 

3. If Thorverton General Stores offered a free delivery service (to the village and the surrounding area,  
    e.g.Cadbury, Brampford Speke, Upton Pyne, Shobrooke) would you use it? 

    Sometimes       Regularly         Never  
 

4. When are you likely to shop at Thorverton General Stores? (please tick all that apply). 

    Before 7.30             7.30 - 9.00           9.00 - 12.00            14.00 - 17.00  
 

    17.00 - 19.00               Later than 19.00             Sunday  
 

5. Please list some things you would particularly like to be able to buy in Thorverton General Stores. 
 

    Specific items (e.g. cornflakes, nappies, energy drinks) 
 
………………………………………………………….…………………………………….……………………… 
 
    Categories (e.g.ready meals, sandwiches, alcohol) 
 
………………………………………………….............................................………………………………… 
 
     Services (e.g.parcel collection, lottery) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………… 
 
6. Please add any other comments or suggestions here.   …………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

That’s it – thank you! 

http://www.facebook.com/ThorvertonGeneralStores
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MR58CZ3
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Women’s Institute 
 

November WI Meeting 

At our November meeting we were pleased to 

welcome a guest, Loue.  Members spent a most 

enjoyable afternoon creating a table decoration in 

readiness for the Christmas season.  Gardens had 

been stripped and hedgerows raided to provide a 

variety of greenery and berries in preparation.  Jackie 

explained and demonstrated the task step by step.  

She kept a beady eye on what was going on and 

offered advice when needed – generally with a pair 

of secateurs in hand, saying ‘that’s too long, cut it 

down’!  Jackie kindly provided a selection of 

coloured ribbons, baubles, etc which were finally 

added to the decorations to complete.  All members 

went home proud of their efforts thanks to the 

endless patience of Jackie. 

 

In December, members are planning to attend the WI 

Carol Service at the Cathedral. 

 

We would like to thank everyone who has supported 

us this year by coming to our coffee mornings and 

fund raising events that we have held. 

 

Thanks to Judy and Sue who have made cakes for the 

Welcome Cafe.  Wishing you all a Happy Christmas 

and a Peaceful New Year for 2016. 

 

Judy Bright and Barbara O'Higgins 

 

Thorverton Ladies’ Group 
 

Our meeting for December will be at The Thorverton 

Arms on Thursday 10th at 7.30pm.  
 

Please bring a tube of glue, UHU or similar (not 

PVA), wallpaper cut into 14 squares 

i.e. 20ins x 20ins or whatever the width of the paper 

square.  Bring the wallpaper squares rolled not 

folded. 
 

                                                            Elspeth Holmes 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club   

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all 

readers a happy festive season and a peaceful 2016. 

If by any chance your New Year’s resolutions 

include getting fit, you may like to consider joining 

the Tennis Club. You are welcome to come for a free 

trial club session to try us out, just contact our 

membership secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259 

or visit our website:  

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 

 

Sally Baldwin 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd               

supporting   Thorverton Post Office 
  

Christmas is coming so we will soon be selling 

Advent calendars, 2016 calendars, 2016 diaries, 

charity Christmas cards, wrapping paper, labels etc. 

plus of course posting and packing materials.  

Remember to post early for Christmas if you are 

sending things abroad. Also be prepared to have to 

state what is in your parcels/packets even if they are 

only for the UK. There are good lower price deals for 

certain sizes of parcel.  

Buy your Christmas stamps early. We do sometimes 

run out nearer the time!  
  

There’ll be a TCT/PO stall again at the Saturday 

market on December 12
th
 so do come to browse, 

buy, have a chat. 
  

We have acquired some new members recently – 

thank you. If you haven’t joined up yet or you 

haven’t yet renewed your membership £10 pp per 

annum, please contact me ASAP or ask for a form in 

the post office. 

  

Heather Kershaw         01392  860419                                                

Chair and Secretary  TCT Ltd 

  

 

  

Nature Notes 
Nature’s Little Things 

At the end of October, wind from the Continent 

brought a steady trickle of immigrant moths to our 

shores and one or two were enticed into my moth 

trap. These few foreign moths were not the only 

unusual insects to be found at the bottom of the trap 

as on the morning of 2
nd

 November, in there I found a 

male Great Diving Beetle. The male of this species is 

distinct from the female in having large round 

suckers on its fore feet. The male’s wing-case is 

much smoother that a female’s, hers being quite 

grooved. It is quite common for the beetle to fly after 

dusk, seeking out a new pond.   

 

Ravens have been very vocal, making full use of their 

repertoire of weird calls. I think our local pair has 

been trying to disperse this year’s brood. I have 

watched them in what appears to me to be behaviour 

to defend their nest tree. It is a solitary oak and when 

leaves are eventually shed, the ravens’ large nest is 

visible. In January/February time the raven pair will 

set about repairing and improving their nest. 

 

When a flock of gulls has descended into a local field 

I’ve watched a corvid zoom in on a gull that is 

attempting to land. A gull is chased mercilessly, 

‘clear off of my patch!’ 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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I’ve been watching Coal Tits caching what looks like 

sunflower seeds and must come from a neighbour’s 

garden feeder, for I have only put out peanuts. This 

activity appears rather haphazard, one seed deposited 

in a flower pot, one in a crack in a wall and one 

among ivy.  

 

Near Shobrooke church, in November it was reported 

that what we think is a young and inexperienced Barn 

Owl had accidently electrocuted itself by losing its 

balance when clinging to overhead power cables.  

 

The Weather 

The first day of November was the warmest 

November day on record for parts of Britain, 

especially Wales, but not here where low cloud hung 

on all day. It has been mostly mild and I noted my 

first day of frost on the morning of 14
th
 October, 

which had manifested itself on our car windscreen as 

ice. 

 

The Met Office decided to name future storms 

affecting the UK and Ireland and you may have been 

involved in putting names forward for the list of 

storm names. The idea of naming storms is to raise 

awareness of imminent severe weather to enable 

people to put in place measures to protect 

themselves. Named storms will be ones deemed to 

potentially cause a substantial impact to lives and 

property. The very first of the named storms was 

Abigail and in such a short space in time, Barney 

followed hot on her heels. The next potentially 

serious storm will be called Clodagh and who knows 

if she will come before this Focus is printed?    

          

The Heavens                                                                                                                                                                                         
In December look to the south eastern horizon for the 

Geminid meteor shower between 7
th
 and 16

th
 peaking 

on 14
th
 when there will be a rate of around 100 per 

hour. The first full moon of winter occurs on 

Christmas Day and is apparently known as old moon. 

In indigenous North American tribes there are many 

different names for the moon in each month of the 

year. The Cheyenne name the December moon ‘when 

the wolves run together’ and the Hopi call it ‘moon 

of respect’.  

Jenny Garne  

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  
 

Welcome Cafe 
The Welcome Cafe will be having its mid-winter 

break, closing at the end of December and reopening 

next March. 

Thorverton Post Office 

Allison Toogood, Sub-postmaster and TCT Ltd 

Director 

2015 Latest Recommended Christmas Posting 

Dates 

 
International Economy  

(formerly known as Surface Mail) 

Mon 28 Sep All non-European destinations 

except those below 

Tue 29 Sep Far and Middle East          

except those below 

Tue 13 Oct Canada, Hong Kong, 

Singapore, South Africa, USA 

Tue 17 Oct Western Europe 

International Standard  

(formerly known as Airmail) and all 

International Tracking and Signature services 

(formerly Airsure and International Signed For) 

Fri 27 Nov International Standard to 

operational HM Forces Mail 

Fri 4 Dec Africa, Middle East 

Mon 7 Dec Asia, Far East, Cyprus, Japan, 

Eastern Europe 

Tue 8 Dec Caribbean, Central and South 

America 

Thu 10 Dec Australia, Greece, New 

Zealand 

Fri 11 Dec International Standard to static 

HM Forces Mail 

Mon 14 Dec Czech Republic, Germany, 

Italy, Poland 

Tues 15 Dec Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA 

Wed 16 Dec Austria, Iceland, Ireland, 

Portugal, Spain 

Thu 17 Dec France 

Fri 18 Dec Belgium, Denmark, 

Luxembourg, Netherlands, 

Norway, Slovakia, Switzerland 

UK 

Sat 19 Dec 2
nd

 Class and Royal Mail 

Signed For 2
nd

 Class 

Mon 21 Dec 1
st
 Class and Royal Mail Signed 

For 1
st
 Class 

Tue 22 Dec Parcelforce Worldwide 

express48 

Wed 23 Royal Mail Special Delivery 

Guaranteed, Parcelforce 

Worldwide express24 

 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Francis Frederick Yeandle 
Royal 1

st
 Devon Yeomanry 

Yeoman killed in the East, 25
th

 November 1915. 

 

In last month’s Focus, Alex Fice wasn’t able to 

provide a photo of Frank Yeandle alongside the 

newspaper account of his death in Gallipoli 

in 1916. 

 

At least one image of him does exist.  He was one of 

the boys in this school group on a postcard that Frank 

sent to his aunts from Bidwell in 1907.  

Unfortunately there’s no way of telling which one he 

was!  Maybe somebody out there knows?  Or maybe 

can identify the school?   Just possibly Tiverton, 

Crediton or Exeter ? 

 

Frank’s niece was laying flowers on her grand-

parents’ grave in the churchyard some while 

back.  She’d be delighted to see it now after its 

refurbishment by Alex and his young helpers. 

 

Ian Stoyle

 

Devon Grandparents Group 
The Devon Grandparents Support Group has just 

launched a new website:  

www.devongrandparentssupportgroup.co.uk 

 

There is also a Facebook page that is linked to the 

website and will enable Grandparents and 

Grandchildren who have been denied contact to access 

support with helpful links to further advice and help. 
 

The lead up to the Christmas season is one of 

excitement, anticipation and joy for millions of parents 

and grandchildren.  
 

If you are a Grandparent who is not allowed to have 

contact with your Grandchildren, the picture is 

somewhat different. The memories of happier times 

are tinged with sadness and regret. Many Grandparents 

will be sending cards and presents, not knowing if they 

will be received by their Grandchildren, not knowing  

 

what the Grandchildren will be told if they do receive 

them. Some Grandparents will be accused of 

harassment and stand the risk of legal action against 

them, even arrest, just for sending cards and presents. 

This of course assumes that the Grandparents know 

where their children and Grandchildren are living. 

Many do not. 

 
 

If you know someone in this position, please let them 

know about our Support Group. They will often feel 

lonely, isolated and extremely low at this time of the 

year, and it is important that they know they are not on 

their own. Just sharing the pain with someone who has 

experienced a similar situation as their own, can be 

hugely beneficial. 

 

Gloria & Bernie Little 

 Trustees of the Devon Grandparents Support Group 

Long View, 10 Murley Close, Crediton, EX17 2DU 

Telephone: 07973284254 (Office hours only please) 

Email: devongsg@gmail.com 

http://www.devongrandparentssupportgroup.co.uk/
mailto:devongsg@gmail.com
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Remembrance Sunday, 8th 
November 2015 
 

See photos by Sam Fice on following pages. 
 

The Parish and Baptist Churches of Thorverton and 

the Parish Church of Cadbury celebrated a Service 

together at Thorverton Parish Church as a tribute to 

the fallen and wounded of two World Wars and 

Armed Conflicts of more recent timed as in  Iraq and 

Afghanistan.   

 

The Bugler on this occasion was Jonathan 

Constance-Baker. The Standard Bearer for the British 

Legion was Alex Fice.  The Wreath Layer for the 

British Legion was Tony Langabeer, the Wreath 

Layer for Cadbury was Katriona Fursdon, and for 

Thorverton Women’s Institute was Barbara 

O’Higgins.  Representing the Thorverton Brownies, 

the Standard Bearer was Erin Vukisic and the Wreath 

Layer was Eloise Styles. 

 

Special thanks go to Stephanie Sheldon who put on a 

lovely spread of cakes and hot and soft drinks at the 

Exeter Inn after the Service, in memory of the three 

of her family members, William, Frank and Richard 

Langabeer, who died in the First World War. 

 
 

******************************** 
 

Address 

The following is an abridged version of the address 

given by Rev. Maurice Harrison at this Service.  

 

“In peace there's nothing so becomes a man 

As modest stillness and humility. 

But when the blast of war blows in our ears 

Then imitate the action of the tiger...” 

 

The sentiments of Shakespeare are close to those we 

find in the New Testament.  Thus St Paul exhorts us 

‘to live peaceful and quiet lives’ while St Peter urges 

his readers: “Clothe yourselves with humility.”  This 

then is the behaviour we should expect from 

Christian men and women in normal times.  But 

“when the blast of war blows in our ears” things are 

different.  War changes everything.  Herodotus 

wrote: “In peace, children bury their parents; war 

violates the order of nature and causes parents to 

bury their children.”  And indeed parents did, in 

Thorverton, in Cadbury, throughout the continent of 

Europe and beyond.  The natural order of events was 

reversed.   

 

We are not here to glorify war or even to celebrate 

victory, but rather to commemorate wars and 

conflicts and to give thanks to God for the peace and 

security we enjoy in our country today as well as to 

pay tribute to those brave men and women whose 

sacrifice made this possible. 

 

On war memorials up and down the country this 

sacrifice is expressed in words we heard earlier in our 

New Testament reading: “Greater love hath no man 

than this, that a man lay down his life for his 

friends.”  This verse is applied to those who paid the 

supreme sacrifice in defending their country.  This is 

perfectly legitimate, but we remind ourselves that 

when our Lord first uttered these words he was 

speaking of himself.  He was and remains the one 

who gave his life for his friends.  The Prayer Book 

speaks of Jesus making on the cross a “full, perfect 

and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world.” 

 

Saint Paul makes this universal statement personal 

when he refers to “the Son of God who loved me and 

gave himself for me.”  And that was the greatest 

sacrifice of all. 

 

“O God our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

And our eternal home.” 

 

Help in the past, hope for the future, through faith in 

the sacrifice on the cross of the Son of God who 

loved me and gave himself for me. 

 

 

Armistice Day – Wednesday 11th 
November 2015 
 

See photos by Sam Fice on on following pages. 
 

On Wednesday 11th November all the children of the 

Primary School walked up to the village War 

Memorial for a short Service and to observe two 

minutes’ silence in memory of all those who have 

given their lives fighting for their country.   

 

Cory James laid a wreath at the foot of the Memorial 

and Chloe Fice carried the Union Flag with members 

of the Royal British Legion.  Olivia Keeffe gave a 

reading.  The bugler was James Merridith and Harry 

Burgess.  Rev. Maurice Harrison led the Service. 

 

It was a proud occasion for Alex Fice with his grand-

daughter. 
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Remembrance Sunday, 8th November 2015 

 
Bugler, Jonathan Constance-Baker, Rev. Maurice Harrison and the Choirs of Thorverton and Cadbury Churches 
 

 
Wreaths laid by Katriona Fursdon, Tony Langabeer and Barbara O’Higgins. Standard Bearer Alex Fice. 

 

 
Eloise Styles of Thorverton Brownies laying a wreath at the War Memorial. 
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Armistice Day – Wednesday 11th November 2015  
 

 
Children of Thorverton Primary School walking to the War Memorial. 

 

 
Mr Harry Burgess, Standard Bearers Alex Fice and Chloe Fice. 

 

Aladdin cast – see them in action in full costume on 2-5 December 

 



Focus on Thorverton 23 Vol. 46 No.11–December 2015 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

This month two recent decisions of the Supreme 

Court. 
 

In the September issue of Focus I wrote about Mr 

Barry Beavis, the proprietor of the Happy Haddock 

fish and chip shop in Billericay. It will be recalled 

that Mr Beavis exceeded the permitted parking time 

at the Riverside Retail Park in Chelmsford by 56 

minutes and was fined £85 by ParkingEye Ltd who 

managed the car park. 

 

Mr Beavis claimed that the fine was excessive and 

mounted a legal challenge to the fine. The Court of 

Appeal ruled in favour of ParkingEye Ltd. Mr Beavis 

appealed to the Supreme Court. The Court has 

recently dismissed the appeal by Mr Beavis ruling 

that ParkingEye Ltd had acted reasonably. 

 

The Supreme Court judges concluded that 

ParkingEye Ltd had a “legitimate interest” in 

charging overstaying motorists, “which extended 

beyond the recovery of any loss”. The Court found 

that the charge was reasonable to “encourage the 

prompt turnover of parking spaces and also to fund 

its own business activities and make a profit”. 

 

Counsel for Mr Beavis, John de Waal QC, said that 

charges levied by private companies were previously 

allowed only “as a genuine pre-estimate of loss”. The 

judgment “sweeps away that rule and says that 

deterrent charges will be allowed if there is some 

commercial justification for them”. 

 

Concerns have been expressed that the judgment 

could have far-reaching implications. The consumer 

group Which? said that it “could lead to people being 

more severely fined for things such as missing 

appointments, being late for nursery pick-ups or 

overusing wi-fi in a hotel”. 

 

Needless to say that these concerns are not shared by 

Derek Millard-Smith of JMW Solicitors who advises 

ParkingEye Ltd. Mr Millard-Smith described the 

Supreme Court’s decision as “an entirely sensible 

ruling”. The issue, he said, was whether measures 

taken to deter those abusing parking facilities, 

provided for people wishing to use shops and 

business premises, was justifiable in law. 

 

Last month I wrote about the difficulties associated 

with language, particularly when used in legal 

documents. In Arnold –v- Britton and Others 

[2015], the Supreme Court considered the meaning of 

words used in a contract relating to a fixed charge on 

leases for holiday park chalets. The provision 

contained in Clause 3(2) stated that the lessees were 

“to pay.........as a proportionate part of the expenses 

and outgoings incurred by the lessor in repair, 

maintenance (and) services hereinafter set out the 

yearly sum of £90....for the first year of the 

term....increasing thereafter by 10 per cent for every 

subsequent year”. 

 

It was argued on behalf of the lessees that the fixed 

sum should be read as creating a cap on the amount 

due, and that this was limited to a pro-rata share of 

the total costs incurred by the lessor on services for 

the given year. The lessor argued that the amount due 

was the fixed sum as stated in Clause 3(2), which 

was £90 for the first year, increasing by 10 per cent 

each year on a compound rate. 

 

Clearly if the lessor’s interpretation of the language 

of Clause 3(2) is correct the result would be that the 

lessees would be paying hundreds of thousands of 

pounds within a few decades. The lessee’s argument 

was that it was clearly not the intention of the clause 

to impose a financial burden of such magnitude. 

They argued therefore that the wording of the clause 

was too vague and should not be given its natural 

meaning. 

 

The lessees were successful at first instance but lost 

on appeal to the Court of Appeal. The lessees 

appealed to the Supreme Court. Their appeal was 

dismissed by a majority of the judges. Lord 

Neuberger stated that a contract provision must be 

viewed through the eyes of a reasonable person and 

by reference to how such a person would understand 

the meaning of the words written in the contract. The 

clearer the words, the less opportunity the court 

would have to depart from the natural meaning of the 

words. In the present case, the majority of the judges 

held that the wording was sufficiently clear and free 

from ambiguity. So, the fee would rise by 10 per cent 

each year on a compound basis, as the landlord had 

contended. This is what had been agreed, and it was 

not for the court to impose what it thought should 

have been agreed by re-writing clear wording. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

Garden Club News 
UPTON  PYNE AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

NEWS  

 

On the 16
th
 November we had a talk given by Neil 

Lovesey.  Previously for many years a teacher and 

engineer, he runs the Picket Nursery at South Perrott 

in Dorset with his wife and daughter.  Neil gave a 

very instructive, entertaining and interesting talk 

called “The Bee-Friendly Garden” – these days a 



Focus on Thorverton 24 Vol. 46 No.11–December 2015 

 

very topical subject.  He is himself a bee keeper and 

proved to be extremely knowledgeable speaking on 

how we can help their sometimes precarious 

existence these days by putting more thought into 

what we plant in our gardens and choose ones which 

are inviting for them and will help to sustain them.   

The latter part of winter and early spring is always 

the time when bees are at their lowest ebb and even 

doing something as simple as planting a laurel bush 

will help.  Although maybe not everyone’s favourite 

bush, it nevertheless provides a vital source of nectar 

and therefore is very beneficial to the bee. 

 

I certainly did not realise that there are over 260 

different species of the bee and they do not all live in 

colonies – there are many species which are solitary 

and certainly when it comes to intelligence they 

probably leave us standing with their wonderful 

social structure. 

 

On Monday 7
th
 December we will be holding our 

Xmas Wreath-Making and Table Decoration morning 

at the monthly coffee morning at Upton Pyne Village 

Hall at 10 am so do come along if you are interested.  

We will not be meeting again then until our AGM on 

Monday 18
th
 January. 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

Recipe 
 

Roasted squash soup - an ideal winter warmer. 

 

2 lb squash or pumpkin 

12 oz onions 

1 clove garlic 

Pumpkin, walnut or sunflower oil 

2 oz butter 

Milk or double cream 

2 pints vegetable stock 

Seasoning, toasted pumpkin seeds to serve 

 

Cut the unpeeled squash or pumpkin into large 

chunks the size of a grapefruit, splash with two 

tablespoons of oil and roast in a hot oven for 

approximately 40 minutes, or until they begin to 

soften.   

 

Peel and slice the onions and cook gently in the 

butter with the garlic until soft. When the roasted 

squash/pumpkin is cool, scoop away from the tough 

skin and add to the onions and garlic. Add enough 

stock to barely cover the vegetables, bring to the boil, 

and then simmer gently until the mixture is soft.  

 

Allow to cool slightly, then blend or process until 

smooth. Season to taste, with salt and pepper. Finish 

the heated soup with milk or double cream and serve 

with a sprinkling of toasted pumpkin seeds and tasty 

bread.   

Paul Cleave, Sustainable, Crediton 

 

Poetry 
Remember why 
 

Christmas is coming - our wallets are thinning, 

As the buying of presents now is beginning; 

Christmas is coming and gift shops are shining, 

Supermarkets tempt us with treats for our dining. 

Christmas is coming, spruce trees are cut down, 

Soon to be sparkling in windows through town. 

Christmas is coming, favourite carols are sung, 

In households and halls sprays of holly are hung. 

Christmas is coming - remember the reason 

Why we celebrate with joy, each year at this season; 

When church bells ring out over the earth, 

Proclaiming the precious gift of new birth. 

Christmas is coming, bringing fresh hope to all 

Who revere the Christ child born in a stall. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Join the Club 
 

 Just a line to say I'm living, 

     That I'm not among the dead, 

 Though I'm getting more forgetful 

     And mixed up inside my head. 

 I've got used to my arthritis, 

     To my dentures I'm resigned. 

 I can cope with my bi-focals, 

     But - ye gods - I miss my mind. 

 Sometimes I can't remember 

     When I'm standing by the stair, 

 If I’m going up for something 

     Or have just come down from there. 

 And before the fridge so often 

     My mind is full of doubt. 

 Now did I put some food away 

     Or come to take some out? 

 If it’s not my turn to write dear 

     I hope you won’t get sore. 

 I may think that you have written 

     And don’t want to be a bore. 

 So remember I do love you, 

     And so wished that you lived near, 

 But now it's time to post this 

     And say goodbye, my dear. 

  I’m standing by the post box 

     And my face - it sure is red, 

  Instead of posting this to you 

     I've opened it instead! 

Sent in by Sylv Gregory    
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Golf Society 
 

Sunday 25
th

 October 

A lovely warm and sunny day when we had 6 golfers 

turn out. 

 

The conditions were tough due to recent rain and the 

scores reflected the conditions. Today’s winner was 

Steve Gidley with a score of 14 points, which still 

earned him a handicap cut of a shot. Runner up was 

Paul Richards with 13 points and joint third were 

Geoff Bulley and David Harlow with 12 points. 

Bringing up the rear today was Mike Shelton with 8 

points. The shortest drive was Roger Flitney who just 

got off the tee and into the rough on the 9
th
. The 

Donna-y trophy went to Mike Shelton who could 

claim to have been a bit unlucky today. On the 5
th
 

hole he managed to put his tee shot right up against 

the lone tree, his first attempt to get it back into play 

hit the trunk and finished up where it had started, he 

was successful with the next one. 

 

Sunday 8
th

 November 

A damp and drizzly day with the course playing long 

due to all the recent rain. Only 3 players turned up 

today. 

 

Steve Gidley continued his good run of form by 

winning again with 16 points which earned him 

another handicap cut. David Harlow was second with 

11 points and Paul Richards was third with 7 points. 

Paul Richards hit the shortest drives on consecutive 

holes 6
th
 and 7

th
. The Donna-y trophy was shared by 

all three players for turning up. 

 

The dates arranged for December are Sunday 13
th
 

and Boxing Day 26
th
. There will be a 3 club plus 

putter competition on January 1
st
 New Year’s day. 

The AGM will be held after golf on Sunday 10
th
 

January. Everybody who has an interest in GSPOT 

should attend. 

 

All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter 

Inn. 

G S Potter 

 

Thorverton History Society 
 

Friday 24
th
 October 

Grand Western Canal – Mark Baker 
 

In the mid 1700s canals were seen as a good form of 

transport, although later the railways took over much 

of the trade. 

 

The GW canal was part of an ambitious scheme to 

link the Bristol Channel with the English Channel. 

This would avoid ships taking the much longer and 

more dangerous route around the Cornish peninsula. 

It was also an ideal route for transporting coal from 

south Wales into the heart of Devon and Somerset. 

Rivers would have linked canals to make up the 

intended route. 

 

Construction was started in Tiverton and the section 

to the limestone quarries at Westleigh was completed 

in 1814. However, the costs had escalated due to the 

use of steep embankments and deep cuttings needed 

to keep the canal on a level contour and avoid 

building locks. This overspend delayed construction 

of the next section to Taunton which was completed 

by 1838. By this time the plan to link the canal with 

the English Channel had been abandoned but for a 

short time the canal was profitable, mainly by 

carrying coal and limestone (this was burnt in 

limekilns and used for improving agricultural land). 

 

Tiverton wharf was a busy limestone kiln burning 

area and the remains of the kilns can still be seen by 

visitors. The work on the canal was very hard and 

one horse would be used to pull 3 barges. 

 

The advent of the railways took trade away from the 

canals although the limestone trade continued until 

1925 when persistent leaks led to the damming off of 

a section near Halberton. Over the years the canal 

slowly choked up with reeds and was largely 

abandoned until the 1960s. There were plans to use 

the canal as a landfill site and possible route for a 

road but there was local support to maintain the 

canal.  

 

In 1971 Devon County Council took ownership of 

the canal and declared it a country park and it is now 

a thriving local amenity. The reeds were cleared from 

the canal, it was dredged and leaky areas were 

relined. Dredging needs to be done periodically and 

the sludge is good for the local farmland. Excessive 

weed growth has to be harvested and they now have a 

more versatile boat for this task but it still takes about 

5 months of work each year to keep it clear. Other 

ongoing maintenance tasks include work on 

hedgerows and overhanging trees. Culverts run under 

the canal and these silt up and need cleaning. 

Activities along or on the canal now include an 

improved footpath and cycle way, fishing, boating 

and horse-drawn barge trips. There is a new visitor 

centre and wildlife includes swans, kingfishers, 

dragonflies, otters and many varieties of wild flowers  

 

Water for the canal mainly comes from springs at the 

north end but this is reducing due to the quarrying at 

Westleigh. In 2012 the canal was breached following 

torrential overnight rain, far worse than forecast. 

Despite all their efforts the water overflowed and 

breached the canal embankment. Luckily no-one was 
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hurt and no properties were damaged. The local 

angling club managed to save about 80% of large fish 

but many small fish died. Repair work was carried 

out the following year and the canal reopened in 

2014. The canal now runs from Tiverton to Lowdells 

– just over 11 miles and is well worth a visit. 

 

Recent finds in Thorverton – James Cobley MBE 

After our talk on the Grand Western Canal, we were 

treated to a short talk by Jim who is a metal 

detectorist. Jim is the man who discovered the Pinhoe 

Hoarde and his French- made detector can find metal 

down to a depth of about 14 inches. He is only 

allowed to do his detection work with the permission 

of the land owner and his club was given permission 

to check the field above the Millennium Green after 

the corn had been harvested. At one time there was a 

summer house at the top of the field but there is no 

other evidence of buildings or occupation on the site. 

 

Their finds included a pendulum from a large clock, a 

solid silver spoon with the Exeter hallmark and a 

George 3rd coin. There were several musket balls 

and Jim told us these turn up at most sites they work 

on. They also found weights, buckles, buttons and 

part of a watch but the most exciting find was a gold 

ring. This is engraved with the initials CH and the 

date 20.07.1741 (a Thursday). They checked the 

parish records but there were no marriages recorded 

on that date. However, if the bride came from another 

parish it is likely any marriage would have taken 

place in her home parish. 

Robert Turner  

 

Future History Society Dates 

JANUARY Friday 22nd:   AGM, followed by  

Robin Blythe-Lord - Boney St Helena with a bit of 

Ascension 
  

FEBRUARY Fri. 26th:  John Lowe - The Boys (The 

story of 4 of the 55,500 airmen who never came 

home) 
  

MARCH Friday 25th:   No meeting – Good Friday 

 

Other dates to be confirmed at AGM. 

 

Advertising in Focus 
Some advertisers may have noted that we have been 

trying to bring annual adverts so that they all expire 

at the end of December.  Some of you will already 

have paid for 2016, but if you have not you may 

expect a payment request for 2016 shortly. 

 

Maggie Dunlop 

Royal British Legion 
 

       
      Thorverton Branch 2015                                                                                              

 

This year the Poppy collection in the Thorverton, 

Cadbury, Brampford Speke, Cowley and Upton Pyne 

areas raised the splendid sum of £2968.87p. 

 

We would like to thank our organiser Penny Fice, the 

collectors and everyone who so generously 

contributed. 

 

Peter Furneaux 

Chairman 

 

Crediton Christmas Tree Festival 

3 December to 6 December  
Crediton Parish Church  

The Crediton Christmas 

Tree Festival this year will 

take place from Thursday 3
rd

 

to Sunday 6
th
 December. 

Opening hours:  

11am - 6pm (Thur & Fri) 

10.30am - 7pm (Sat) and 2 - 

5pm (Sun). 

Admission is free and tours 

to the Governors' Room and 

Bell Tower will be on offer at set times during the 

day. 

A concert will take place on Sunday 6th December 

starting at 6.00pm; tickets £6. 

Refreshments will be available in the Boniface 

Centre: coffee from 10am - 12 noon                                                                                                    

             light lunches from 12 - 2 pm                                                                                          

             afternoon teas from 2 - 5 pm 

             On Sunday refreshments will  

             be served from 2.00 - 5.00 pm only. 

 

In support of the United Nations climate change 

conference, the Sustainable Crediton Christmas tree 

this year is a reminder of the part all of us must play 

in tackling climate change. The decorations represent 

commitments which local people and businesses have 

made to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and so 

safeguard the future for the next generations. 

 

http://www.creditonparishchurch.org.uk/services/christmas-tree-festivals/
http://www.cop21.gouv.fr/en
http://www.cop21.gouv.fr/en
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Play equipment for the Rec 
 

The Parish Council is putting in a bid for additional 

equipment for the Rec.  The intention is that there 

will be equipment suitable for both adults and 

children.   

Children at Thorverton School were asked to draw 

the sort of play equipment that they would like to 

see bought for the Rec. Here are a few of their 

suggestions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton 28 Vol. 46 No.11–December 2015 

 

Sleepy Thorverton? 
 

Maybe not quite so sleepy.  I have a bit of news of three people with strong Thorverton connections.  I am sure that 

there are plenty of others who we should be proud of – please tell me about them. Ed 

 

Pantomime Take Two 

 

If watching Aladdin has got you back into panto mood and you are 

going east over the next month, you might try to see Chris Jones in 

Cinderella in Southend.  The pantomime is on between 12
th
 

December and 10
th
 January.  It stars Brian Conley and Lesley Joseph 

– and Chris Jones of course!  Well done Chris for getting into this 

production.  I understand that Southend’s pantomime is the biggest in 

the country. 

 

Chris is in his last year studying musical theatre at Performers 

College in Essex.  His acting experience in Thorverton obviously set 

him on the road. 

 

 

 

 

Jock’s OSCA 

 

Jock Spry of Thorverton Cricket Club recently received an 

OSCA – an Outstanding Service to Cricket Award.  Jock has 

been a member of Thorverton Cricket Club for 38 years and was 

nominated in the Heartbeat of the Club section by Jimmy May. 

 

He received his award from the actor Jim Carter (who played the 

butler in the Downton Abbey series).  Jock joined Thorverton 

aged 16 and he has skippered the 1st and 2nd XIs, been chairman 

of the youth section, coached teams and run softball teams and 

helped out with work on the ground. 

“At first all I was interested in was playing, but over the years I 

became more involved,” said Jock. Also a finalist was Mike 

“Denners” Denford for his long-standing service to cricket 

award. 

 

 

 

 

 

Exeter’s Chief 

 

Jack Yeandle’s rise continued this season with his appointment as club captain 

for the Exeter Chiefs.  He replaced Dean Mumm who returned to play in 

Australia (and was amongst their substitutes in the recent World Cup Final 

against New Zealand).  Jack probably didn’t have much opportunity to play a 

lot of rugby at Thorverton School, but he has made up for it since, first with 

Crediton Colts, then England Students and Doncaster before he signed for 

Exeter Chiefs three years ago.  Jack made 24 appearances for the Chiefs last 

season but was troubled by a back injury this spring.  He is fit again for this 

Premiership season, in which Exeter have made an excellent start.  
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Short Walks in and Around Thorverton  
Walk 9 (Raddon and Heathfield) 

This walk is entirely on roads, so not too bad under foot in the winter.  It is recommended if you want to walk off 

your Christmas lunch.  It took me an hour at a brisk pace, during which time I saw three cars, a horse box and a 

bicycle, but do be careful on the roads, keeping to the right apart from around right-hand bends.  

From outside the Thorverton Arms at the southern end of The Bury, head up Bullen Street and follow the road 

round to the left, turning right signposted to Raddon to pass the WI Hut and Recreation Ground.  After a short 

distance your first shopping opportunity presents itself at Little Dunsaller. I can recommend the honey. 

 

Carry on downhill through Raddon, passing an old shepherd’s 

hut in a field on the left.  Apparently shepherds’ huts have a very 

long history with there being a record of wheeled huts as long 

ago as the 16
th
 century; I think that this one is a little more recent 

than that.  Apparently shepherds’ huts were quite an investment, 

costing the equivalent of 6 months’ salary of a shepherd. 

 

Raddon has a very long history, having been recorded in the 

Domesday Book in 1086 (there is no clear record for Thorverton 

itself).  There are two entries, but I believe that the one for this 

part of Raddon (as opposed to Raddon Court) shows that it paid 

tax for 2½ virgates (75 acres) of land.  There were 3 villagers 

and 2 smallholders, with 1 cob, 11 cattle and 65 sheep on the 6 

acres of meadow and 11 acres of pasture.  It was valued at twenty-five shillings.  A little more recently stone was 

quarried at Raddon and used in many local buildings. 

 

At the T-Junction turn left, signposted to Upton Pyne, to pass Ratcliffe 

Farm.  Here you may have a second shopping opportunity if the hens 

have been laying.  Continue past Poole Farm and uphill from Fordy 

Bridge in a southerly direction.  Take the opportunity to take in the 

views looking back towards Raddon Top.  

 

After a while the road goes downhill eventually meeting the main 

Upton Pyne to Thorverton road at No Man’s Chapel.  Turn left towards 

Thorverton and pass the entrance to Heathfield.  The road makes a few 

twists and turns as it wends its way back to Thorverton, with some 

lovely oak trees along its route – look out for buzzards which can often 

be seen in these trees especially in winter. 

 

Pass Willhaven, taking 

care to avoid the free 

range children, and then 

downhill to 

Berrysbridge, after 

which the road turns 

sharp left and runs 

uphill past Dunsaller 

and into the village.  

Admire the recently 

resurfaced road between 

the Glebe and the 

Baptist Chapel.  Follow 

the road round to the 

right and back down 

Bullen Street to The 

Bury. 

 

Neville Lane 
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TARTS news 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers 

and Trampers 
Recent TARTS walks: 
 

Withleigh, 21st November led by Jenny Garne 

  

After a week of grey, stormy weather we were 

rewarded by a brilliantly sunny day for our short 

hike. 

  

Descending into the valley of the River Dart, the 

nine of us crossed the river to walk east through 

Thongsleigh Wood and identified buzzards after 

whom the previous owners had named this donated 

land. We followed old greenways rich with red 

mud after recent rains. 

  

Crossing the river once more into the National 

Trust property of Cross’s Wood, we made our way 

back to the car park climbing out of the steep 

valley. Low, bright sun made the bright greens of 

surrounding pastures shine as it threw their 

contours into relief. 

 

Future walks and events 

 

5th December Longer walk of around 7 miles on 

Exmoor led by Caroline 

19th December shorter walk led by Anne 

2nd January longer walk led by Graeme 

16th January Shorter walk led by Sharon 

30th January Longer walk led by Jean 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and 

are suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. 

Shorter  walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length 

and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise 

details of each walk (length, gradient, lunch 

information etc) will be displayed approximately a 

week before the walk in the Old Post Office 

Window and on the village notice board. If you 

would like to be included on the email list contact 

Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 

The Garden in December 2015 
 

The cold, damp weather is upon us and with poor 

light levels and much colder temperatures, the best 

thing now is to leave the garden alone [the sort of 

advice I appreciate – Ed].  More harm is done by 

trampling on cold, wet soil and soggy grass. Only if 

you have hard surfaces is it sensible to clear beds, 

etc.  This period does not last long and in January 

there will be plenty of garden jobs, not least fruit-

pruning to get your teeth into. So, for now, it’s indoor 

jobs, e.g. seed-ordering for next season and, of 

course, the Christmas quiz! 

        

So, mince pie and mulled wine at the ready, here we 

go with the seasonal brain teaser. . . . . . . There are 6 

Xmas categories, all with a seasonal flavour and all 

plants have a link to the festive theme. Some plants 

will fit into several categories but are only used once. 

The plant names are in Latin because it is good to 

learn these, and some of them have several common 

names so it would be hard to choose which one. 

Therefore there will be a genus and specific name. 

The starting letter for the genus name will be given as 

a capital letter. Each genus name is only used once 

throughout the quiz. The species name also starts 

with the first letter, but there might be several plants 

using this name. So, how well do you know your 

winter plants?  Here goes………… 

 

Please send your entry to Neville Lane, Focus Editor, 

at 2 The Glebe, Thorverton or by email.  Prize for the 

winner. 

 

House Decorations                 Seasonal Smellies 

1-  reeHad   hilxe              1-  uhstmCihnnoa  pxocear 

2-  xleI  aimuloqfiu           2-  raacSooccc  haaknieoor 

3-  simucV  amlbu            3-  rnmuuVbi  bteneadonsn 

4-  xsTau  btaacca             4-  iaMoonh  jnacaiop           

 

Merry Berries                     Festive Garden Flowering 

1-  ikmSmai  jiancopa             1-  muiParl  vuislagr 

2-  enrettsCooa  cicnosuusp     2-  robleusHle  nregi 

3-  cbuaAu  jcanoipa                3-   iEcar  canrea 

4-  rsIi  fitiiasseodm                 4-  lenmccay  cmuo 

 

Barking Twiggy Delights            Xmas Bloomers 

1-  reAc  gumsire               1-  mlieCaal   saauaqsn 

2-  laBute  uilist                  2-  mmsiHaael  jo naacip 

3-  ubuRs  cnauskconirub   3-  nimmJsau  nmuurlfoid  

4-  soCnur  saerifnoolt        4-  iCstmeal  chorsrai 

 

 With all good wishes for Xmas and the New Year.   

 

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  
    Revd Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, 861022. sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 
    Mrs Laura Ford, Reader.  841753. laura.ford@netherexe.org  

    Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens   Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
      Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church Choir                         Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)   Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:  Thorverton/Silverton : Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                      By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861228 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Glynis Harris  
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Marian Beresford 01363 866112 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
       Secretary: Annette Emanuel, Treasurer: Carol Pearn 860653. 

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
   Secretary: vacancy,  web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, Vice Chair: Bob   
                              Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: last 

                              Tuesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-members welcome. 
 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 Meet Fridays during 
   term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle              Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             
                                            Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

Important letter with regard to closures:  
 

New Valley Practice 
The Bury, Thorverton 

Devon EX5 5NT 
Fax: 01392 860654 

Newcombes, Crediton 
Devon EX17 2AR 
Fax: 01363 775906 

Tel: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Dr Amanda Hall, Dr Elizabeth Saunders, Dr Jo Harris, Dr Jon Wride, Dr Lynne Anderson.  VAT Registration Number: 878 6549 50  

 
THORVERTON / SILVERTON PATIENTS 

The Exe Valley Practice has now completed its merge with Newcombes Surgery in Crediton, together creating the 

New Valley Practice. We want to keep you informed of further changes and we are writing to tell you about phase 

2 of our practice plans regarding our premises.  

 

THORVERTON:  
We are really excited to inform you that we have negotiated the purchase of the Thorverton premises, and the legal 

documents about the sale will be completed shortly. Our long-term plans are to continue to work from our current 

location in Thorverton, but we are aware that the building is in urgent need of repair, so we will shortly undertake a 

full refurbishment which will create an additional small consulting room on the ground level, as well as increasing 

the size of the dispensary and the waiting room. This will allow our team to continue its provision of the current 

services with potential to expand. You can have a look at the proposed plans on our website 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk.  

During the building work we will be unable to occupy the Thorverton premises, so we will transfer the whole 

Thorverton team to our Silverton premises at 3 Coach Road. We will move on Friday 11th December 2015, so 

Thorverton/Silverton will be closed on that day, although clinicians will be available in Crediton. From Monday 

14th December 2015, we will be working every day from Silverton only with a fully operational dispensary.  

We realise that this will create a certain level of disturbance for our patients and we wish to thank you in advance 

for your continued understanding and support. In an effort to reduce inconvenience, we have arranged for a 

prescription collection point at the Thorverton Arms for those who do not have transport, so prescriptions can be 

collected during their opening hours. Our dispensing team will be able to provide you with more information.  

 

SILVERTON:  
We expect the Thorverton refurbishments to be completed by the end of April 2016, at which point we will be 

moving back to our permanent base in Thorverton, and in the meantime our intentions are to apply to NHS England 

for the closure of our branch surgery in Silverton. The reasons are mostly due to the financial viability of running 

two sites based on our registered list size and patient demographics, coupled with another primary health care 

provider in close proximity. Additionally, there are challenges in running a limited service which affect continuity 

of care.  

We reiterate our previous pledge that we remain committed to our Silverton patients and we would hope to 

continue providing a full range of medical services from our improved Thorverton premises, including home visits 

where appropriate. In the refurbished Thorverton premises, all our registered patients will have access to our full 

range of services, which will improve continuity of care. Dispensing will continue for all dispensing patients from 

the larger, better staffed and improved dispensary in Thorverton, and home delivery of medications will be 

available for those who qualify.  

 

Although we have already indicated that the closure of our Silverton premises was part of our longer term plans in 

our July 2015 merger survey, we would like to invite your views and/or comments specifically on the closure of 

our branch site in Silverton. You can contact us using the details below:  
 

 You can email the practices directly newvalleypractice@nhs.net  
 

 Comments in writing can be sent to either practice at the following addresses:  
 

FEEDBACK, New Valley Practice, The Surgery, Thorverton, Devon, EX5 5NT 
 

 You can call us on 03333 442 988  
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TRANSPORT:  
We are pleased to report that we have secured an agreement with the Tiverton & District Community Transport 

Association (TDCTA), who have very kindly agreed to extend their transport services to cover the localities of 

Thorverton, Silverton and surrounding areas. TDCTA offer a variety of transport solutions, and they are always 

looking for volunteers. You can contact them directly on 01884 242099 in Tiverton, or 01363 773303 in Crediton.  

Additionally, the Silverton Link-up team have agreed to extend their closing date to provide transport to the 

community until the closure of our Silverton premises.  

We trust that this will provide you with some important information about our practice plans, and we will 

endeavour to keep you informed about any further developments in due course.  

We thank you for your continued support and cooperation during this time of improvement.  

With best wishes  

The New Valley Practice Team 
 

New Valley Practice  
Drs JON WRIDE, LYNNE ANDERSON, AMANDA HALL, JO HARRIS & ELIZABETH SAUNDERS 

 

Main telephone number: 03333 442 988 

 
 

Newcombes 

CREDITON EX17 2AR 

01363 772263 

The Surgery, The Berry 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT 

01392 860273 

The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

01392 860176 
 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

Opening times  
[in Thorverton UNTIL AND INCLUDING THURSDAY 10

TH 
DECEMBER and thereafter at the same times 

in Silverton until April – see letter above]  
 

 Crediton Thorverton/Silverton Silverton 

Monday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

Tuesday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday 08:30 – 18:00 07:30 – 17:00 Closed 

Thursday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Friday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

 

GPs on duty 
 

Crediton 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

AM Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Cameron 

Dr TBC 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Harris 

Dr Hall 

 

Dr Wride 

Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 

Dr Anderson 

Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Hall 

Dr Saunders 

Dr TBC 

PM Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Cameron 

Dr TBC 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Harris 

Dr Hall 

Dr Wride 

Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 

Dr Anderson 

Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Hall 

Dr Saunders 

Dr TBC 

Thorverton 

AM  Dr Anderson Dr Anderson Dr TBC  

PM Dr Anderson Dr Anderson   Dr Wride 

Silverton 

AM Dr Anderson    Dr Wride 

PM      

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 111.  

Early surgery on Wednesday in Thorverton (Silverton after 10
th

 December), late evening surgery in Crediton. 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our in-house 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.newvalleypractice.co.uk.  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions.  We accept credit\debit card payments for NHS and 

private prescriptions.  We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 

860273 for more information.  We are now accepting new patients 

 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2015 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy.      b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy. 

   

  December 14
th
 and 30th (Wed)    December 7

th
 and 21

st
  

  January 12
th
 (Tues) and 25

th
     January 6

th
 (Wed) and 18

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates 
17

th
 December    

 

Flag Flying days in December 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/


Focus on Thorverton 37 Vol. 46 No.11–December 2015 

 

Diary 2015/16 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

DECEMBER 2015 

Wed 2
nd

-Sat 5
th
  TADS Pantomime “Aladdin” – Thorverton Memorial Hall, 7.30pm (Saturday: 2.30pm & 7.30pm) 

Fri 4
th
 Baptist Church Coffee Morning 10.30 – 12 noon 

PTFA Christmas Fair 2.30-4pm 

Sat 5
th
  Exe Valley Surgery Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-12md 

Tues 8
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 10
th
 Ladies Group Christmas Workshop at Thorverton Arms-, 7.30pm 

Sat 12
th

   Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

  Workshop making garlands and swags Thorverton Church 10.30-1pm 

Sun 13
th
 Carol Service, Baptist Church, 10.30am 

Sat 19
th
  WI Christmas coffee morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sun 20
th
 Carol Service, Parish Church, 5pm. 

Tues 22
nd

 Carol Singing around the village, meet in The Bury, 7pm   

 

JANUARY 2016

Sat 9
th

   Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sun 10
th
 Golf Society AGM, Exeter Inn 

Tues 12
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm. 

Mon 18
th
 Garden Club AGM, Upton Pyne Village Hall 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society AGM, followed by Robin Blythe-Lord – Boney St Helena with a bit of Ascension. 

Sat 23
rd

  Burns Night at the Memorial Hall. 

 

FEBRUARY 

Tues 9
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Fri 26
th
  History Soc. John Lowe – The Boys (The story of 4 of the 55,500 airmen who never came home). 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

