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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
th

 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 
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The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

 COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front  Cover:  Snowman on Jubilee Green 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to “Focus” 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
Another year comes to an end and we look ahead to a 

year promising plenty of change in the village.  I 

know from experience at work that many people are 

not very comfortable about change and like things to 

carry on as they always did, but I really enjoy 

change, seeing the opportunities that it brings to 

improve things.  So I will be looking forward 

optimistically.   

 

Several people have been asking me what the 

shopping news is for the village, so I was glad to see 

the Thorverton Arms advert which explains the plans 

to bring Not the Village Shop from the mobile library 

van into the Thorverton Arms at the end of January.  

I am pleased to hear that Allison and Stephen 

Toogood have been able to make arrangements for 

this move, with no gap in trading and with the 

addition of more fresh produce.  A cafe and off-

licence will also be in the Thorverton Arms.  I 

understand that Jan Wills will be re-opening the old 

dairy shop soon after this, taking over some of Not 

the Village Shop’s current lines and adding to these. 

So between them, we should have a much more 

complete and better service for the village.  It is 

heartening indeed in times when village shops are 

under such pressure, to find our shopping options 

enhanced.  I for one intend to make good use of 

them. 
 

I hope that you noticed the way I slipped in a 

reference to the adverts pages there, because I am 

well aware of how valuable they are both to the 

continuation of Focus and, I hope, to giving local 

businesses the opportunity to promote themselves.  

Do look through the adverts from time to time. They 

cover a very wide range of services. 

 

I think that sales of Focus have fallen a little over the 

past few months.  In the next edition I will be 

reviewing what we have achieved over the past year 

against the goals that we set ourselves as set out on 

the inside of the front cover.  I feel that 40p for so 

much information has to be a bargain, so please 

continue buying Focus and encourage others to do 

so.  Annual subscriptions are due for collection now! 

 

Things have been rather more peaceful for me over 

the past couple of weeks after a frantic start to the 

month, which included five performances of Aladdin.  

I was pleased to see so many familiar faces at the 

pantomime and trust that you enjoyed the 

performances.  I heard some very positive feedback 

and hope that this bodes well for the future of the 

dramatic group.  I can now say from experience that 

a lot goes into putting on these productions.  A small 

number of the TADS worked incredibly hard to pull 

this one out of the bag.  It almost didn’t work out so 

well. 

 

I wish you all a very happy New Year.   

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 

  

 

 

 

 

In this Focus 
Editorial ..................................................................... 2 
Thorverton Parish Council ......................................... 3 
Letters ........................................................................ 4 
Possible Road Closures ............................................. 4 
Notice Board .............................................................. 6 
Church Services and News ...................................... 11 
Parish Letter ............................................................. 13 
Church Services ....................................................... 13 
Baptist Church ......................................................... 14 
Thorverton Ladies’ Group ....................................... 14 
Women’s Institute.................................................... 14 
Thorverton Art Group .............................................. 15 
Recipe ...................................................................... 15 
TADS ....................................................................... 15 
Nature Notes ............................................................ 17 
Golf Society ............................................................. 17 
Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd ......................... 18 
Poetry ....................................................................... 18 
 

 

 

From Thorverton To Ilfracombe .............................. 19 
TARTS news ........................................................... 20 
The Brendon Hill incline ......................................... 21 
Rainfall Record ........................................................ 21 
Community Skip ...................................................... 22 
Patients advice and complaints Team ...................... 22 
Thorverton History Society ..................................... 23 
Short Walks in and Around Thorverton .................. 24 
The Garden in January 2016 .................................... 25 
Aladdin .................................................................... 26 
Thorverton Parish Information ................................ 27 
Thorverton Organisations ........................................ 28 
Doctors’ Surgeries ................................................... 29 
Waste Collection Dates for 2016 ............................. 31 
Mobile Library ......................................................... 31 
Flag Flying days in January ..................................... 31 
Road works .............................................................. 31 
Bus Services ............................................................ 31 
Diary 2016 ............................................................... 32 



Focus on Thorverton 3 Vol. 47 No.1–January 2016 

 

Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council (PC)  

meeting held on 08/12/2015.  The full set of draft Minutes can  

be viewed on the notice board in School Lane.  The next meeting  

will take place on January 12
th
 2016, at 7.30pm, in the  

Memorial Hall and all are welcome. Alison Marshall – Clerk    

T. 01392 861228 E-mail. thorvertonpc@gmail.com    

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Planning matters – data received up to and including the date of the meeting: 

*You can view planning applications, decisions, and documentation at: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

a) 15/01515 Advertisement consent to display 1 non-illuminated sign opposite the entrance to Thorverton 

Mill. Permission granted. 

b) 15/01574 Erection of 2 storey extension at Sunnybrook, Cadeleigh, Devon. Approved. 

c) 15/01484 prior notification Change of Use at Lee Cross Farm, Thorverton. Agricultural building to 2 

dwellings. Approved.   

d) 15/01925/FULL Erection of an agricultural building for the hosing of livestock at Yellowford Farm, 

School Lane, Thorverton. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should get confirmation that the footpath 

through the field would not be interfered with.  

e) 15/01638/FULL Conversion of barn to dwelling and erection of a detached garage following 

demolition of agricultural outbuildings. Permission granted. 

 

Co-option of a Thorverton Parish Councillor 

A new Parish Councillor will be co-opted onto the Council at the January meeting. If you are interested in 

becoming a Councillor and supporting the community why not apply? See the notice board in School Lane to find 

out more. 

Laptop support to Thorverton Amateur Dramatic Society 

The PC were delighted to be able to help TADS out of a sticky situation during the recent Pantomime by letting the 

Society borrow the PC laptop for sound effects at very short notice. Did you know that the PC has its own laptop 

especially for use in the Community? If you have a need for a laptop, or know anyone who has, please let me 

know.  

Churchyard Extension 

Six years ago the PC started raising funds for the churchyard extension project, led by the Parochial Church 

Council, following agreement from parish residents and due to the lack of vacant burial plots available in the 

existing churchyard.  An update on the matter, and in particular on the PC’s request to purchase a piece of land 

along Dark Lane for the extension purposes, was received at this months meeting. As a result it is now anticipated 

that a purchase price will be received shortly for the PC to consider so as to move this project forward early next 

year. 

Donations and Grants 

A donation has again been sent to the Citizens Advice Bureau this year in recognition of the good work and support 

provided in the parish. The PC have funding available for use in the community so if you have a good cause in 

need of funds contact me for more information.    

Parish Council Public Relations (PCPR) 

 Discussions are on-going regarding a community skip and more information will be available shortly. 

 Cllr Lane has organised free IT training for residents of all ages and abilities provided by Devon 

Communities Together. You can find more information on this elsewhere in Focus.    

If you have an idea to put to the PC let me know and I will pass it onto the Council.   

Recreation Ground ‘re-fresh’ 

The Viridor grant funding application has been submitted and the PC will know whether it has secured the funding 

in February.  The aim of the funding is to provide a new roundabout, some adult gym equipment, and a wildlife 

garden. The PC will also be purchasing a new stand up see-saw with MDDC funding. Watch this space for further 

news.  

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
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Letters 
From Alice and Frank Selley  

  

Congratulations to TADS for a brilliant ‘ Aladdin ‘ – 

most enjoyable.The young dancers were amazing as 

were the whole cast.  

 

Also a big ‘ Thank you ‘ to the committed people 

keeping Church services running during the 

Interregnum. The Christingle service was such fun.”  

 

 

Happy New Year from Lee White     

 

I would like to wish all my friends and neighbours a 

very Happy New Year and hope you had a peaceful 

and enjoyable Christmas. 

 

Thank you so much for your friendship and support. 

Love and best wishes from Lee. 

 

From Sheena Hunter-Hedges Chair TADS 

I would like, on behalf of TADS, to thank everyone 

who was involved in our recent production of 

“Aladdin”.  

Whether onstage, backstage, off-site producing 

scenery and props, preparing and distributing 

publicity material or working Front of House, every 

single member of our team was necessary and 

appreciated. Particular thanks go to our lovely 

audiences, without whom none of it would be 

possible. 

Look out for our next production, hopefully a Spring 

play. 

From John Spivey 

 
On 14 December I attached a notice to the old 

wooden power-pole opposite the ford. (I thought it 

better to stick the drawing pins in the old wood rather 

than the new pole.) Half an hour later, driving back 

from C&R with my newly-serviced car I noticed a 

large truck with a crane removing the old pole 

(together with my notice). The following morning I 

saw my notice now securely pinned to the new pole. 

Thank you Western Power - very thoughtful. 

  

Possible Road Closures  
Silver Street, Thorverton  

This closure is no longer going to take place in 

January.  The works are being rescheduled for 

15/02/2016 to 18/02/2016.  Access will be 

maintained where possible and emergency vehicles 

will be given priority.  The Highway Coordination 

Team (HCT) at Devon County Council will be 

dealing with the bus companies and they can be 

contacted through the DCC website. Access for 

busses will be restricted by the closure and the HCT 

will liaise with those affected. 

 

The Bridge at Stoke Canon 

The bridge is likely to be closed for the whole month 

of February 2016 due to structural repairs. More 

details to follow next issue. 

 

 

 

Andy Cleave’s Christmas 

lights.  There is still time to see 

them and make a donation for 

Force.  There are outside the 

last house as you leave the 

village along Dinneford Street,
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 

                         Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

Happy new year to all from the Memorial Hall 

Committee. 

 

Can you help? 

Now that Christmas is over and everything is 

settling back to normality would you be 

interested in joining the Memorial Hall 

Committee?  The committee is a friendly group 

of volunteers who work to ensure the hall 

remains at the centre of village life, fulfilling its 

role to facilitate recreational and leisure 

activities for the local community, whilst at the 

same time we enjoy a great deal of fun and 

laughter ourselves. 

 

The present committee cheerfully keeps the hall 

going but we could do with some extra help.  

We would very much like some new members 

to join us.  What would this entail?  It would 

involve coming to our management meetings 

once a month and contributing to one or more 

aspects of the hall’s activities and 

responsibilities according to your particular 

skills and interests.  Could you give a bit of 

your time to help the present volunteers to keep 

the hall serving the needs of the local 

community?  If you are interested please contact 

Roger Fieldhouse, chairperson (email 

r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk  tel. 860768), or any 

of the other committee members listed below for 

further information. 

 

Christmas tree on the green 

For a number of years the hall committee has 

provided and erected a Christmas tree on the 

green as well as one in the hall grounds but over 

the last two years this has been done in 

partnership with the Parish Council.  

Unfortunately this Christmas a 

misunderstanding resulted in a compromise 

lighting of the existing trees was tried instead. 

This caused widespread disappointment for 

which we apologise. In response to some 

judicious lobbying a tree was obtained, erected 

and decorated. The hall committee will seek 

discussions with the Parish Council about how a 

tree on the green can be provided in future 

years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Saturday Market draw results. 

1
st
 prize, box of biscuits: Connie Fice.  

 2
nd

 prize, tin of chocolates: Sue Hyde.  

 3
rd

. prize, tin of chocolates: Jim Pearson.  

4
th
 prize, bottle of wine: J.Ayre.  

5
th
 prize, indoor plant: Lee White. 

 

Misuse of hall toilets 

On several occasions recently when large 

numbers of children have attended an event at 

the hall the toilets have become blocked by all 

the available toilet paper being stuffed into 

them. We would be very grateful if parents and 

teachers could dissuade the children from this 

activity.  When it happened once before it 

blocked the drains and cost a great deal of 

money to get them cleared. 

 

Celebrate Burns night at the Memorial Hall 

Saturday 23 January, 7.00 p.m.,Welcomed by 

piper, two course dinner for 12.50. Tickets from 

Sarah Addicott (860818) or Beryl Grace 

(860489).  More details elsewhere in Focus. 

 

Booking the hall for an event 

If you would like to book the hall for any 

occasion or purpose just email 

thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com or 

contact any of the committee members listed 

below. 

 

Members of the Committee 

Sarah Addicott, Mike Baldwin, Roseanne Benn, 

Lisa Browning, Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, 

John Hodge, Bob Hyde, Colin Marshall, Shirley 

Moore, Clair Heaven-Roberts, Mike Shelton, 

Caroline Taverner. 

 

Memorial Hall website  

The hall website can be found at 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk.  If you 

wish to make a booking, see above. 

 

 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Notice Board 

  

TO LET  - CENTRAL THORVERTON 
Furnished single-story annex with bedroom, 

lounge/diner, kitchen and bathroom 

 

Off-road parking for 1 car. 

Unsuitable for children/pets and non-smoking. 

£350 per calendar month plus bills. 

 

Would consider letting unfurnished 

 

Phone 01392 860309 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

We would like to give a special invitation to hear 

a representative from Open Doors (an 

organisation which helps persecuted Christians), 

who will give a talk entitled:  
 

North Korea, the worst place in the world to be 

a Christian 
 

Sunday 3rd January 2016 
 

We meet every Sunday morning at 11.00, except 

when we join with the Parish Church for their Family 

Service every other month. 
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TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENTS/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

 

offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, newspapers, 

magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials,  

health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, laundry 

service, photocopying 

– service with a smile! 

 

EASY PARKING – come and give us a try 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30  

(closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 

Sun 9.00 – 10.30  

                     TCT paper shop only 

 

THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE 

TRUST LTD is a community-owned and run 

organisation that provides premises, pays overheads 

for and generally sustains our post office enabling it 

to continue as a vital amenity for the local area. 

It is supported by subscription-paying members : £10 

per person per annum. Please ask at the post office or 

contact the Company Secretary 01392 860419 if you 

would like to help us further by becoming a member. 

This financial support is vital to keeping the business 

afloat. 

 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
Open Door 

Every Thursday the Chapel is open between 10.00am 
and midday, where Revd Maurice Harrison will be on 

hand if you would like a listening ear or to share a 
problem for prayer, etc.   

Please come in by the side entrance. 

 
 

TAG thorverton art 

group 

NEW TERM STARTS           

FRIDAY 8
TH

 JANUARY 

 

FROM 09:30                                 @  

 

TMH 

 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

 
 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 
 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571.   

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 

WANTED FOR ST DAVID’S SOUP KITCHEN 

IN EXETER 
 

Sleeping Bags, Blankets, Rucksacks.  
  

Also clothing for men and women: 

Jeans, Jackets, Sweaters, T-Shirts, Underwear, Socks, 

Gloves, Shoes and Trainers 

Contact: Jenny Yendell on 01392 860800 (she can 

collect) 
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Thorverton Parish Council – 

Allotments for rent 

 
The Parish Council has Allotments in the 

village for rent at a cost of £10 per year each 

(plus a £25 refundable deposit) so if you are 

interested in extending your garden or having 

a go at growing your own fruit, veg and 

flowers  

 

please contact the Clerk Alison Marshall on 

Thorverton 861228 or 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com for more 

information.  

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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THORVERTON & DISTRICT HISTORY SOCIETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

FOLLOWED BY 

 

BONEY ST HELENA WITH A BIT OF ASCENSION 
BY                                                                                                                    

ROBIN BLYTHE-LORD 
 

7:30 PM @ WI HUT         

FRIDAY 22 JANUARY 2016  
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Church Services and News                  

JANUARY 2016 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 3 January 2016 Christmas 2  

 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore SS   

 

Sunday 10 January 2016 Epiphany 1  

 

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  MSS 

09:30 am Open Church   Thorverton       

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon  LF 

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe Lay Led  

05:00 pm Evening Prayer  Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

 

Sunday 17 January 2016 Epiphany 2    

 

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   D James  

09:30 am Open church followed by 10:00 am  

 Family Service   Thorverton  Lay Led  
   Joint with Baptist Church 

10:00 am  Holy Communion [C] Cadbury HW   

10:00 am Service of the Word    Poltimore Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  MSS 

 

 

Sunday 24 January 2016 Epiphany 3  

 

09:30 am Sunday Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres  MSS 

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  D Francis  

10:00 am  Messy Church    Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe SS 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Cadbury   LF 

05:30 am Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham  B Ardill 

 

 

Sunday 31 January 2016 Presentation of Christ [Candlemas] Mission Community Service  

 

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke     A Geering 

 

Followed by Bring & Share Lunch in the village hall   
 

Sunday 7 February 2016 Sunday before Lent   

 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton D Francis  

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore MSS   

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
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Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: None   

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

 Vacancy    Rector    

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

Until a new Rector is appointed, the main contact for arranging weddings and baptisms in Thorverton Parish 

Church is Royston Kershaw, preferably by email: royston@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk .  Royston will put you in 

touch with the appropriate clergy. For funerals, the Funeral Directors are asked to telephone Royston on 01392 

860419: Royston will book the church and arrange for someone to take the service. For funerals only, Allison 

Toogood is Royston’s deputy. Her telephone numbers are 01392 861118 and 07730 766176.  
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

mailto:royston@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
Miracles 

It was a miracle! 

How often do we hear this when something has 

turned out really well?  After a week of rain, the sun 

comes out for the wedding day.  Or, just as we are 

about to pick up the phone to ring a friend, the phone 

rings and it is that person. 

The Bible is full of miracles, whether it be Moses 

parting the Red Sea to let the Israelites through and 

then it closing back to drown the pursuing Egyptians, 

or Jesus feeding five thousands men, not to mention 

the women and children, with just five loaves and 

two small fishes, producing 12 baskets-full of pieces 

left over. 

 

Often the idea of real miracles like this offends our 

21
st
 Century minds and we look for a possible 

explanation. Perhaps many people had brought their 

own sandwiches and it became a ‘Bring and Share’ 

meal. 

 

I was thinking about all this on one of  my morning 

walks which our beagle insists on my having every 

day, and suddenly into my mind came the word 

‘Butterflies’.  Isn’t a caterpillar turning into a 

butterfly as great a miracle as the feeding of the 

5,000?  Can scientists explain it? We do know it is 

how moths and butterflies behave.  We take it for 

granted.   But is it any the less of a miracle just 

because this is the way it happens. 

 

All Creation and Life is miraculous.  It may all be 

explained as resulting from the Laws of Nature.  But 

then I thought, how did these laws come about? 

Atheists will claim that these and all other supposed 

miracles are not miracles at all, and can either be 

explained by the Laws of Science, or else the facts 

have got distorted. 

 

We are indeed getting very close to having a set of 

Laws which describe what seems to have happened at 

the time of the Big Bang, and how this leads to the 

universe as we see it now. 

 

But once again, where did these Laws come from? 

I think the gospel-writer St John’s answer to this is 

brilliant. 

 

He starts his Gospel with “In the beginning was the 

Word”.  That’s where the Laws come from.  It was 

the Word that set up the Laws of Nature and the 

Laws of Science.  And this is who God is. 

If we read on in St John’s gospel, we have “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.” and “All things were 

made by Him, and without Him was not anything 

made that was made”. 

 

If the Word, God, The Father, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, 

whatever, can create our universe, we should not be 

surprised to see him occasionally over-ruling some of 

these Laws that we have  postulated, and doing the 

seemingly impossible. 

And we should be thankful for his Creation and for 

his creating us, and we should want to praise God for 

this.  

So the next time you think “That was a miracle!” you 

don’t have to try to explain it away.  It may actually 

be just that - a God-given miracle. 

Geoff Saltmarsh 

Upton Pyne  

PS: My apologies to those Upton Pyne worshippers 

who may feel they have heard something like this 

before. 

Church Services 
From the Worship Working Group of the 

Parishes of the Netherexe Mission Community 
 

Our Pattern of Services – looking forward 

 

When the new pattern of services was introduced in 

March, it was not intended to be a stop gap for a 

short period without a vicar.  This was a long term 

plan to enable us as a community of 8 parishes and 

10 churches to provide a sustainable level of worship, 

including a monthly Communion, in each parish with 

one priest and, where available, the support of part 

time or retired clergy and lay people.   

 

Nine months on, despite the departure of Douglas 

and Dave, and with no appointment as yet made, the 

pattern adopted has enabled us to sustain and 

continue worship in our churches.  It is probably not 

perfect, and can be reviewed over time as our 

circumstances change, but we have been able to keep 

the provision of worship going.  For that we owe a 

big thank you to those priests both inside and from 

outside our parishes, ministers from other 

denominations, our Reader and the many lay people 

who have contributed to leading worship, and to our 

Administrator for making the arrangements.  Thank 

you also to our congregations who have adapted to 

the new pattern and kept on coming.  It’s not been the 

case that if we haven’t got a vicar, there’s no service.  

We’ve seen the development of new and different 

opportunities for worship - many of them lay led – 
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including informal gatherings which have been well 

received.  What is available has in fact been extended 

and broadened.   

 

Once a new vicar is appointed, whenever that may 

be, we should expect to build on this rather than hope 

to return to an unsustainable rota of clergy led 

services, the prospect of which will do more than 

anything to deter a priest from applying to come here. 

 

Baptist Church  

Janus-who-looks-both-ways 

 
Janus, whose name gives us January, was the Roman 

god who looked both ways.  In statues he was often 

portrayed with two faces, one looking forward and 

one looking back.  This is what we traditionally do at 

this time of year.    

 

What do we see as we look back?  Recent months in 

particular have brought us such horrors - mass 

murders, mass migrations, mass slaughter in the 

name of religion - that it is difficult to see how the 

Prayer Book's plea for "peace in our time, O Lord" 

can find its fulfilment.  But we also look back upon 

these wonderful weeks of Advent and find there 

reasons to hope.  After all, the world into which our 

Saviour was born was not devoid of violence, 

vengeance and hatred.   

 

At Jesus' birth, the demented Herod, who had shed so 

much blood, including that of his immediate family 

as well as that of his innumerable political enemies, 

attempted to get rid of this so-called "king of the 

Jews" who might one day present a threat to his 

throne, even though Herod was nearly seventy and 

already near death.  And so the "slaughter of the 

innocents" took place.  This was a minor crime 

compared to all the monstrous acts that Herod had 

committed in a long reign.  Josephus, the Jewish 

contemporary historian who tells us so much about 

Herod's catalogue of crimes, does not even mention 

this one, it was relatively so insignificant while at the 

same time heart-rending for the mothers involved. 

 And so the Christ-child became a political refugee 

until the storm abated. 

 

Jesus is the only one who gives us hope for the 

future.  He came into our world in a unique way, was 

miraculously protected from Herod's attempt to get 

rid of him, led a blameless life, performed miracles 

and gave the world his matchless teaching.  He died 

upon a Roman cross for the sins of the whole world. 

 He rose again to bring new hope to his followers, 

change their lives and set them on a course which 

would in a few short years bring about a spiritual 

revolution in that harsh Roman world.  Today he still 

brings hope and new life to men and women. 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace, 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness. 

Light and life to all he brings,  

Risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that Man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

 

Truly, the only hope for the Middle East - and the 

whole world - is a child born in the Middle East. 

 
Maurice Harrison 

 

Thorverton Ladies’ Group 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 14th January, 

2016. This is our annual dinner at Bickleigh Mill. 

Please meet at the Bury at 6.45pm. Your choice of 

menu should be given to Beryl Grace (tel. 860489) 

by the 1st week of January. 

 

Elspeth Holmes 

 
 

Women’s Institute 
 
For our December meeting we went to Exeter 

Cathedral for the WI Annual Carol Service.  Three of 

us went for lunch then looked around the shops 

before going to the cathedral;  the fourth member 

(and her husband) joined us in the cathedral.  Women 

from all over Devon (and a few men too) filled the 

cathedral. 

 

It was a very enjoyable afternoon.  We sang some old 

favourite carols and some new to me. 

 

At our January meeting we have our Christmas meal 

at the Ruffwell Inn. 

 

I would like to thank everyone who has supported us 

in 2015 by coming to our coffee mornings and fund-

raising events.  Special thanks also to the stall holders 

who give their time each month. 

 

Wishing you all a happy and peaceful New Year. 

 

Barbara O'Higgins 

 



Focus on Thorverton 15 Vol. 47 No.1–January 2016 

 

Thorverton Art Group 

Photo by Jane Miners 

 

Fourteen members and guests attended Thorverton Art Group’s Annual Christmas Lunch at Bickleigh Mill on 

Friday 4
th
 December. 

 

After enjoying a super seasonal menu amidst the usual friendly banter it was time to present the John Allen Cup. 

This year’s recipient for her striking wild life water colours was Sally Gliddon. 

 

The group meets on Friday mornings from 9:30 at Thorverton Memorial Hall. We break around 11 o’clock for 

coffee and biscuits (and sometimes cake!) Our new term starts on 8th January 2016. New members are welcome. 

 

 Barrie Phillips 

 

Recipe 
 

Seville Orange Rice Pudding 

 

1 pint Devon whole milk 

50g Devon clotted cream or 150ml Devon single 

cream 

40g round grain pudding rice 

50g brown sugar 

25 g Devon butter 

Zest of ½ a Seville orange 

 

Bring the milk and cream to the boil and add the rice, 

sugar, orange zest and butter. Pour into a buttered pie 

dish and cook in a moderate oven stirring 

occasionally until the pudding is soft, and has a rich 

brown skin. 

 

 

TADS 

During our recent pantomime run, I was informed 

that we had been approached by some parents asking 

if we would be prepared to stage a Youth production.  

Before we discuss the viability of this suggestion, it 

would be helpful to know how many young people 

are likely to want to be involved. 

 If you are interested, please email 

sheena@marhaus.co.uk 

 Sheena Hunter-Hedges 
TADS Chair 

Paul Cleave 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
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Nature Notes 
During the Tarts walk of 21

st
 November at Withleigh, 

one of us noticed an unusual clump of fungus 

growing in a meadow beside the river Dart. The 

fungus has slender vertical white fingers with a pale 

yellow tip. It is called white spindles, also known as 

fairy fingers and white worm coral. It is found in old 

unimproved grassland and among woodland litter. It 

is always interesting to see something for the first 

time as is the case for me with the white spindles. 

The following Tarts walk on 5
th
 December was on 

Exmoor and what should be spotted again but another 

solitary clump of white spindles. We must be 

experiencing the most favourable climatic conditions 

for this fungus to fruit.   

 

The morning of 22
nd

 November saw our first white 

frost of autumn. The next morning also had a white 

frost and where Exeter Airport recorded a 

temperature of minus four degrees Celsius. Later in 

the day, the sunshine enticed some red admiral 

butterflies out of torpor. A variety of flies including 

mustard coloured dung flies were nectaring on ivy 

flowers and enjoying rare warmth from the sun at this 

time of year.  

 

A while ago I read a copy of the quarterly ‘Exmoor’ 

magazine that had an interesting article on bats 

including what to do and who to contact if you find a 

distressed bat. I noted the contact details in my A to 

Z book as it may be useful in the future. That time 

came in November when I was contacted by Sue 

Kingdon at Bidwell, who was concerned about the 

welfare of a bat roosting in her porch in view of the 

sun, a place where it should not be and especially at 

this time of the year. I gave Sue my noted bat contact 

details and Sue phoned one of the numbers and got a 

lady who lives at Ellerhayes near Silverton. The lady 

came swiftly over to Sue’s house and took the bat 

away. The bat is a male, possibly brown long eared 

or maybe even a rarer grey long eared bat. He was 

underweight and was given fluid and squidged up 

meal worms. He would probably not have made it 

through hibernation so he is going to be kept awake, 

so to speak, throughout the winter to build up his 

body weight. The lady has a bat hospital at her house 

which at present has around 30 residents. 

 

On 27
th
 November at about 4pm I met my daughter 

off the school bus and gave our neighbours children a 

lift down the lane, just in the nick of time before it 

poured with rain and then within ten minutes we had 

that almighty gust of wind, which I presume was 

responsible for the power cut that affected a wide 

area. This was to be the very beginning of storm 

Clodagh. It is rare to get power cuts these days and 

how insignificant it was in comparison to the terrible 

effect wreaked by storm Desmond who hit the north 

of the UK a week later. The next storm will be Eva 

and I hope we do not see her for quite some time. 

 

Happy New Year.  

 Jenny Garne  

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Golf Society 
 

Sunday 29
th

 November 

A very testing day with gale force winds gusting at 

about 60mph. and a bit of drizzle in the air, could 

possibly be the reason for only 3 hardy golfers 

turning up today. 

 

The scores reflected the conditions with today’s 

winner Paul Richards scoring 12 points and earning a 

handicap cut, runner up was David Harlow with 11 

points and third was Steve Gidley with 10 points. The 

shortest drive went to David Harlow for a 20 yard tee 

shot off the 2
nd

, just outdoing Steve Gidley’s effort 

on the 3
rd

 tee. The Donna-y trophy went to David 

Harlow who could not find his approach shot into the 

last hole which probably cost him a couple of points 

that could have changed the outcome of the 

competition. 

  

Sunday 13
th

 December 

A dry, warm and overcast day, good golfing 

conditions, so disappointing that only 4 players 

turned up. 

Geoff Bulley had a good day by winning with 18 

points which earned him a one shot handicap cut. 

David Harlow was second with 13 points, Jim 

Chappelle was third with 12 points and Paul Richards 

was fourth with 9 points. All those present played to 

a sensible standard so there was no shortest drive or 

Donna-y moments today. 

 

The dates arranged are: There will be a 3-club plus 

putter competition on January 1
st
 New Year’s Day. 

The AGM will be held after golf on Sunday 10
th
 

January. Everybody who has an interest in GSPOT 

should attend. This will also be our traditional port 

and cheese day. All aspiring golfers welcome, details 

from the Exeter Inn. 

G S Potter 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd       

supporting  Thorverton Post Office   
We are pleased to report a successful Christmas 

period. Thank you for all your purchases: postage, 

posting materials, Christmas cards, wrapping, labels 

etc., your use of the post office as a bank and for 

many other services, for your regular newspaper and 

magazine orders, purchase of cards and other 

stationery………I could go on…..and SO must you. 

 

Please keep using us. We don’t want to lose another 

local amenity. Maybe order a new paper or magazine 

for 2016?? 

 

Our TCT Ltd AGM took place on Nov 30
th
. Thank 

you to those who came along and to those who sent 

their apologies with messages of support.                                     

Reports were given on the company’s financial year 

to May 2015 -  a fairly healthy one, TCT’s 

newsagency business - also going well, TCT 

membership - 209 paid-up members to date, and 

Thorverton post office business - doing well for our  

size and type of PO.  

                                                                                             

The TCT Council (committee) for 2015/16 was 

elected: Jan Hamilton, Heather Kershaw, Royston 

Kershaw, Steve Rendell, and Allison Toogood.                               

We are very fortunate to have such committed staff 

in the post office and the TCT shop, some paid, some 

volunteers, who keep the shop going seven days a 

week for YOU.   

                                                                                                                               

Possible developments, shops and café in the centre 

of the village, are being kept an eye on with a view to 

working together to keep our village thriving with 

adequate amenities for the foreseeable future. TCT’s 

remit is to keep a viable post office in Thorverton, 

ideally under community control. 

 

The different models of post office that are possible, 

their requirements, pros and cons are quite 

complicated to explain briefly. Allison Toogood our 

Subpostmaster presented her report detailing this. If 

you would like a copy of that and/or the draft minutes 

of the meeting, I will be e-mailing it to TCT 

members and am happy to print copies for those 

members (and others) not on e-mail. 

 

Looking forward to another busy year serving the 

community …………   

Heather Kershaw        

01392 860419  

TCT Ltd Chair and Company Secretary 

 

 

Poetry 
 

May we hope – 2016 

 

May we hope for harmony 

Instilling worldwide peace; 

May we hope that killing stops 

And all creeds, hatred cease. 

Many resolutions are made 

At the New Year's dawning; 

Mankind needs balm and blessings, 

Instead of loss and mourning. 

What can we do to ease the pain 

Of every war torn nation? 

We can but show love and kindness, 

In this our time and station. 

So as the door is opened 

To a new untarnished year, 

May God bless our endeavours, 

To live with love not fear. 

 

                           Doreen Beer 

 

Twin Oaks 

For Chris and Claire Cousins 

Two sturdy oaks 

the meadow’s pride, 

grow on the hillside 

  side by side. 

 

They do not touch 

but you will find 

their separate roots  

   are intertwined. 

 

Andrew Hoellering 
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From Thorverton To Ilfracombe 

I underestimated the mental upheaval of moving away 

from our lovely village. Maybe I should say ‘your 

‘lovely village.  

 

It was a very difficult transition. Exchanging contracts 

a day or so before Christmas and moving on January 

5th is not conducive to pleasure. No ‘phone’ 

connection, no television signal, no computer for 

weeks. (BT tells me there is no line, “But I rang it!“ 

“Must have been diverted.“) I felt marooned. 

 

 I wandered about assessing the beige walls, the vile 

orange and mustard yellow décor, trying to reassure 

myself that all would be well. ‘Give yourself time old 

girl’ I kept repeating to myself, resisting the urge to get 

out my paints and graffiti the walls.  

 

Good points are not lacking. I love the feeling of space 

in this old Victorian apartment and Torrs Park is quiet 

and beautiful with very little traffic. It is wonderful to 

look down the valley and see the light above the sea. 

Through binoculars and leafless trees I can just see its 

blueness. Twenty minutes walk and I am on the High 

Street with not a neon sign in sight and shops staffed 

by family.  

 

Make no mistake, Ilfracombe is very hilly. I spent the 

first five weeks huffing and puffing, stopping now and 

then to lean gratefully against a pillar, as I climbed 

back home. Now I have toned calves and thighs and 

look back at my visiting daughter leaning against a 

pillar. Ha!  

 

One aspect of the hilly business is that I was amazed at 

the many taxis dashing about and it took me weeks to 

work out that people walk down to town and take a 

taxi back. It is a commendable practice which costs 

just £2.50 to get me home and not to bother with a tip. 

In a carefree moment I gave one driver £3 and said 

‘Keep the change’ to which he leant over to pick up a 

customised pen to give me saying ‘ A treat for a treat’. 

In this way are lessons learned.  

 

I was also surprised by the copious palm and fig trees 

signifying a micro climate - no frosts, and snow is rare 

due to the salt air. No wonder the holidaymakers flow 

in each year and the newly painted front is full of 

laughing children, strolling parents, sulky teenagers, 

contented old folk, watching the sea, eating fish and 

chips and, of course, ice cream. Although really!, the 

bouncy version of a sinking Titanic filled with 

scrambling, sliding tots raises eyebrows.  

 

As they ebb out half the town shuts down. Tourist 

shops and restaurants close, the roads clear and the 

pavements are ours again. It is lovely to see the people 

come, and go. 

 

The contrast between agricultural Thorverton and 

coastal Ilfracombe takes a while to understand. 

Farming dances to a sedate but constant, seasonal 

pattern whereas Ilfracombe dances to the ever 

changing tides. Boats can only sail out or dock their 

cargo of fish, lobsters, crabs, whelks at high tide. Shop 

hours can be erratic as can shop owners. There is a 

wonderful butchers’ shop which features one of the 

butchers returning with two pints of lager at about 4pm 

every day in a special carrier. You wouldn’t see that in 

Exeter and it reinforces a sort of lawlessness about this 

far flung, relatively isolated town. I am still 

discovering it. 

 

I am slowly getting to know people through 

volunteering at the unique museum once a week, 

helping out at the tea rooms in Bicclescombe Park 

(seasonal) and acting as Secretary to the Victorian 

Committee. This came as a surprise to me and 

happened thus. 

 

Every year in June there is a Victorian celebration 

complete with local Queen Victoria (in great demand 

all over the country) and I went along to see Mr 

Alexander’s amazing travelling show. Chatting 

afterwards he said he had plans to revitalise the event 

and I casually offered my help. Summoned to a 

meeting of the Society the following day, when he was 

accepted as Artistic Director, I was ‘amused’ to read 

that I was to be his eyes and ears on the Committee. 

“Why? I don’t know anyone.” “Because you don’t 

know anyone, you are unbiased.” Oh. 

 

Needless to say that I was viewed with great suspicion 

at the next committee meeting, and they didn’t have a 

Secretary. I now find myself inundated with Victorian 

dresses to choose from in which to deliver the rallying 

cry to the Suffragettes. EEK!  

There is Viking in the many red-headed people, a lot 

of nautical beards and a lot of tattoos. Young boys 

rattle down the streets on skateboards at a death 

defying speed and I watched one youngster drop a ball 

and chase it for quite some time. I reckon they learn to 

hang on to them rather sooner than in Thorverton. 

 

It is all quite fascinating so if you ask whether I have 

any regrets coming here then I would say no, it was 

time for a new challenge. 

I wish you all a good new year and give me a ring if 

you are up this way. 

Jane Ristic 
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TARTS news 

Thorverton Amblers 
Ramblers and Trampers 

 

Recent TARTS walk 

Raleghs Cross, Brendon Hills 5
th
 December led by 

Caroline 

 A select band of Tarts braved this 7 ½ mile walk 

around the northern slopes of the Brendon Hills. 

Starting from a small car parking area to the east of 

Raleghs cross the wind whipped around us with 

force. Fortunately as we headed down through the 

coniferous plantation it became much more sheltered. 

Our path crossed a couple of small streams before 

coming to The Incline. The Comberow Incline was a 

two track railway with a 1:4 gradient which in its 

heyday would haul iron ore mined from the ridge 

down to the bottom of the hillside to meet with the 

West Somerset mineral railway where it would then 

be transported on to Watchet Harbour. Standing on 

the overgrown slopes now it is hard to imagine the 
industrious place it once was.  

We continued our gradual descent to the bottom, 

passing a waterfall and a derelict cottage. There was 

something of the wilderness about this section of the 

walk. The paths are not very well traveled and there 

were a few fallen trees to be negotiated and even 

climbed through at one point! We found ourselves on 

the bed of the old mineral railway and this provided a 
nice easy woodland section for about a mile. 

We then started to climb on a pine forest trail back up 

to the ridge, where we were again joined by the wind 

in all it's force! As the trees cleared we had an 

excellent view from Brendon Ridge across the 

northern part of Exmoor and out to the coast. 

We finished the walk with some welcome 

refreshment at the Raleghs Cross Inn, where they 

have some quite wonderful old photographs of the 
old railway and the Comberow Incline in use. 

On Saturday 12
th
 December we had our Christmas 

meal at The Thorverton Arms. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to socialize without muddy boots on, and 

also to meet partners who are unable to join us on the 

walks. Thanks to everyone at the Thorverton Arms 
for a lovely evening and good food. 

Future walks and events 

2nd January longer walk led by Graeme 

16th January Shorter walk led by Sharon 

30th January Longer walk led by Jean 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203) 

Caroline Prince 
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The Brendon Hill incline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The TARTS 

enjoying mince 

pies at Ann and 

Jerry's house on 

Saturday 20th, 

following a short 

walk around 

Efford.  

 

There was a good 

turnout, with 14 

TARTS in 

evidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainfall Record 
It may have been one of the wettest days on record in 

Cumbria on 5
th
 December, but in Silver Street, 

Thorverton, not a drop of rain was recorded by Gus 

Christianson.  Indeed, readings for October, 

November and for the first twenty days of December 

show that it has been rather less wet in Thorverton 

than is usual around these parts at this time of year.   

 

 

 

 

However, Gus did record only four dry days in 

November – so it was a matter of a little but often –  

whereas in October 16 dry days were recorded (and 

15 were recorded in September).   

 

In next month’s Focus, I will be giving fuller analysis 

of the rainfall over the whole year, including 

comparison with other recent years 



Focus on Thorverton 22 Vol. 47 No.1–January 2016 

 

Community Skip   
Several residents have suggested it may be a good 

idea to hire a communal village skip for one./two 

days a year, probably spring and /or autumn. This 

would be SPECIFICALLY for those who cannot get 

to Ashley Tip through ill health or other reasons. 

 

The skip would be lockable and supervised, with  

volunteers collecting items from residents unable to 

get to the skip. 

 

Can you let me know if you would be likely to make  

use of such a skip, as whether we go ahead 

depends on whether the effort and expense would be 

justified. 

Please contact Mary Ette (Thorverton PC) on either : 

maryandsimon@btinternet.com or text 07711 208543 

, or phone 860807 

 
 

Patients advice and complaints 
Team 

NHS Northern, Eastern and Western Devon Clinical 

Commissioning Group (NHS NEW Devon CCG) 

patient advice and complaints team is a service to 

provide patients, carers, family members, the public 

and staff with help, advice and support with concerns 

or comments relating to NHS services. 

 

The team provides free and confidential help to 

investigate and resolve problems as they happen and 

aim to do this as quickly as possible. They can also 

organise in depth investigations of any problems 

relating to healthcare across a number of different 

services.  

 

Hearing from patients helps us to make 

improvements and gives us early warnings of system 

problems. It is very important for the CCG to hear 

when things are going wrong. 

You can contact us on the phone on 01392 267665, 

or 0300 123 1672  

Or text us at 07789 741099 

Or email   

 pals.devon@nhs.net  

 

 
 

Skiing from Raddon Top

mailto:maryandsimon@btinternet.com
mailto:pals.devon@nhs.net%20%0b%0b
mailto:pals.devon@nhs.net%20%0b%0b
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Thorverton History Society 
 

Exmoor Archaeology – Rob Wilson-North 

Before Rob gave his talk Barry asked us all to 

remember Beryl Coe who passed away recently and 

who did so much for the history society over many 

years. 

 

 
 

Rob Wilson-North 

Photo: Robin Blythe-Lord 

 
 

Rob then delivered his talk on recent advances in the 

understanding of the archaeology of Exmoor. 

Perceptions of archaeologists have changed over the 

last 30 years and the reality can be different from the 

media presentation. Archaeology is the search for the 

truth but he likened it to a 4 dimensional jig saw and 

it may well be we don’t have all the pieces. 

Recent work has seen research and conservation of 

WW2 buildings and encouragement has been given 

to military vehicle restorers as they help raise the 

profile of the era. 

 

Exmoor National Park has a team of archaeologists 

who work on conservation, surveys, research and 

education to increase public interest in their work. 

The mires project, funded by South West Water, has 

looked at water retention in the peat land and in some 

place’s excavation work has been carried out  

On the surface Exmoor can look empty but just 

beneath the surface is the evidence of thousands of 

years of occupation. Barrows show evidence of 

prehistoric history, peat cutting and pack horse ways 

show evidence of medieval times and later there is 

iron mining and Victorian sheepfolds. 

 

Over 8,000 years ago during the Mesolithic period 

hunter gatherers lived in the woodland that was there 

then. Many flint working sites have been found and 

in those days you could have walked to Lundy. 

Exmoor was still woodland at the start of the Bronze 

age. Work has been done on standing stones on the 

moor and Exmoor has a pattern of stone settings 

resembling a 6 or a 5 on the face of a dice. Other 

standing stones can be found at Shoulsbury and the 

Porlock Stone circle. 

 

There are Iron Age hill forts or enclosures at Cow 

Castle and Roborough Castle. 

There was little Roman occupation but there are 2 

coastal fortlets with evidence of early occupation and 

recently a fort has been discovered near 

Wiviliscombe. 

 

Medieval settlements can be found at Badgworthy 

Water. Although this site was deserted in about 1400, 

it is the legendary home of Lorna Doone. Another 

settlement site can be found at Edwins Farm, 

Lankcombe or Lanacombe, a longhouse with 2 

enclosures. 

 

There are route ways linking the settlements which 

are visible only on surveys as there are few records of 

them. 

 

Scottish influences were brought to Exmoor in 1820 

and 1860 as can be seen from single storey houses 

and sheep pens at Simonsbath. Peat cutting was a 

domestic venture and not an industrial one and turf 

stores can be found in farmsteads. 

 

Porlock was referred to locally as the end of the 

world. In 2014 test pit excavation work was carried 

out and by the church they found a horse burial. His 

was dated to the 1700’s and the bones showed 

evidence of butchery. Initially this was a bit baffling 

but they found out that at the time the rector of 

Porlock was Stephen Hales. As well as being the 

rector he was also a scientist and he became famous 

for his experiments on horses to establish blood 

circulation. He was the founder of Haemodynamics. 

There are some recent major publications on the 

moor, one of them was written by our speaker.  

           

Our nest meeting and AGM is at 7.30 on 22/01/16 

and new members are always welcome 

Robert Turner 
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Short Walks in and Around Thorverton  
Short Walks in and Around Thorverton: Walk 10 (North end of the parish) 

This walk is in Thorverton, but not a part of the parish that many of us visit very often.  The area to the west of 

the River Exe affords beautiful views over the river valley, which is particularly good in winter.  I recommend 

walking this in the morning or early afternoon to make the most of any sunshine as the steep hillside means that 

the sun soon disappears in the afternoon.  Wellington boots are advisable if it has been raining, otherwise good 

walking boots should suffice. This would be a long walk from The Bury, so you may prefer (as I did) to drive out 

past Bidwell Cross along the Bidwell  road and park just past Pitt Farm, where the road makes a sharp right 

turn and a track carries on northwards. 

Walk along the track to the north for about 300 yards, taking in the spectacular views across the Exe Valley and 

towards Bickleigh, to a converted chapel, with a signposted just before it to “St Martins”.  Look out for the two 

tree faces pictured here. 

 

There is a path off downhill to the right, but 

stay on the main track with the house on your 

right.  After about half a mile you will emerge 

onto the road.  Turn right, passing the deer farm 

on your left.  A rather splendid stag was on the 

hill when I passed in December (evidence 

below).   

 

Carry on along the road past Perry Farm and 

Lee Cross for about three-quarters of a mile 

until you reach a road junction.  Turn right to 

pass Traymill (or Treymill) Farm, which is one 

of the oldest farms - one of the four “manors” 

in Thorverton parish - having been built around 

1400 and having traceried windows, arched 

doorways and its original hall roof (according to Wikepedia).   

 

Then commence the long 

uphill walk along the road for 

about a mile through Stone and 

Little Stone and back to your 

starting point.  The views 

across Pitt Farm to the south 

are superb at any time of the 

year (see photo right). 

 

Neville Lane 
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The Garden in January 2016
Well, what a strange year so far. In the mornings, I 

pull back the blinds downstairs to see a self-seeded 

feverfew on the patio, in full flower looking bright 

and cheerful.  Normally this plant would have shut 

down for winter!  In many respects, one could carry 

on with gardening jobs and new planting as the soil is 

still very warm and the evening temperatures so mild.  

 

However, the ground is now quite sticky so, if you 

have to walk across your soil, you will cause 

compaction.  If you decide to get out and enjoy the 

mild conditions, make sure you fork your soil where 

you have walked. The other problem we might have 

to face is, if the wind direction changes and comes 

from the north and east, we could still be in for a very 

cold spell. Life is full of surprises!! 

 

However, Neville, there are still jobs to be done. In 

the veg. garden continue to bring in manure or well 

rotted compost for the legume and potato plots. 

Broad beans can be planted straight into the ground 

in these conditions. If you space your broad beans 

further apart, you will have much stronger plants 

which will give you a bigger yield. If you are 

walking over the soil for any jobs like this, use a 

board to walk on and then just ease the soil up with a 

fork afterwards. Remember, air in the soil is very 

important so help it all you can. 

 

 If you wish to grow on some broad bean plants as a 

precaution, use 9cms pots, fill with compost and push 

down a seed about 5cms. It is possible to use soil but 

it is often very wet and sticky at this juncture. I 

always grow some this way as I have in the past had 

my ground broad bean seeds eaten by mice!!  Broad 

beans do not need heated conditions so a light airy 

shelf in your glass house will do well. Take care to 

protect them from mice who can climb. I use tall 

upturned plant pots and stand them on a metal tray on 

top of these. It does the job. Mice will eat these seeds 

even when they have become small plants so do not 

take them down from their perch. Only cover with 

fleece if the weather becomes very frosty at night and 

then remove in the day time so they don’t over heat. 

Sweet peas can also be planted now in this way. Put 

in four seeds instead of one, spaced out near the edge 

of the pot. 

 

Pruning can take place any time now for top fruit ie, 

apples, pears and medlars (not plums, peaches or 

cherries ) and for soft fruit i.e. bush fruit such as 

gooseberries, black currants, red and white currants. 

Last January I wrote at length on top fruit pruning so 

this time I will concentrate on soft fruit. Black 

currants should bear three years of growth at any 

given time to be fully productive. The new wood is 

pale coloured, the second year wood is darker but not 

black and three year wood is almost black. Once a 

stem has very little new wood and is beginning to 

send out fluffy side shoots at the top of the stem, it is 

sending the message that it has done its work and 

could be removed for a new shoot. Sometimes this 

means cutting right back to the ground and 

sometimes there will be a good vigorous side shoot 

and it can be cut back to this. This lighter wood if 

vigorous and healthy is very productive and needs to 

be cleared of clutter from other stems. Always keep 

standing back to survey the whole plant and take off 

an even amount around to balance the plant. Remove 

about a third of the plant. Remove crossing, diseased 

or dead wood. 

 

Red currants and white currants are grown from a 

permanent framework and require much less pruning. 

Remove dead, damaged or crossing stems. Cut back 

new leading shoots to 6cms and only remove a 

framework stem when it becomes unproductive or 

the plant is too congested. Always leave a 

replacement healthy lateral to take its place if 

possible. Cut new unwanted laterals back to one bud. 

 

Gooseberries can cope better than other bushes if left 

unpruned but harvesting can become a very painful 

business!!  Pruning is similar to red and white 

currants. The plant should be encouraged to grow on 

a permanent structure of main stems with small side 

laterals. Remove branches and laterals that trail near 

the ground as they tend to root.  Gooseberry laterals 

should be pruned back to two or three buds and any 

near the centre to one bud. Encourage an open centre, 

as much for your fingers as for ripening the fruit! 

 

Strawberry plants can be tidied up by removing stems 

and dying leaves. If runners have rooted you can pot 

them up and bring them on in a cold frame. Autumn 

raspberries can now be cut to the ground and summer 

raspberries should have their new shoots tied back 

and supported and last year’s fruiting stems removed. 

All fruit will benefit from a generous portion of well 

rotted manure or garden compost. It’s a good time to 

do this now and then its job done.  Remember to use 

a board if you have to stand on the soil and pick up 

all pruning bits, especially around the gooseberries. 

From past experience, I can assure you kneeling on 

even a small piece is very unpleasant!! 

 

Well, Neville, that should give you something to get 

you outside in the New Year and, if you have done 

all this, there is always the Xmas quiz - entries until 

the end of January. 

                        Happy gardening 

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Aladdin 
 

Aladdin (Annabel Hawkes) and 

Abanazer (Simon Hedges) in the 

foreground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishee Washee (Bob Hyde), Widow 

Twankey (Ken Foxford) and Flung 

Dung (Neville Lane) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abanazer and Princess Jasmine 

(Sheena Hedges-Hunter) 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Photos by John Spivey
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  
Royston Kershaw   For general enquiries re Thorverton Church matters, in particular weddings, funeral 
and baptisms, please contact Royston Kershaw preferably by email: royston@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk      

Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Church Wardens   Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
      Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church Choir                         Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)   Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:  Thorverton/Silverton : Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                      By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861228 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Glynis Harris  
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Marian Beresford 01363 866112 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
       Secretary: Annette Emanuel, Treasurer: Carol Pearn 860653. 

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
   Secretary: vacancy,  web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:royston@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, Vice Chair: Bob   
                              Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: last 

                              Tuesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-members welcome. 
 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 Meet Fridays during 
   term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle              Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             
                                            Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9am-11.45am &12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. 

 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs JON WRIDE, LYNNE ANDERSON, AMANDA HALL,  

JO HARRIS & ELIZABETH SAUNDERS 

 

We are pleased to welcome two additional GPs, Dr Emma Ziegler and Dr Lara Worsley, who will 

join our team from January 2016 
 

Main telephone number: 03333 442 988 www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
Newcombes 

CREDITON EX17 2AR 

01363 772263 

The Surgery, The Berry 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT 

01392 860273 

The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

01392 860176 

 

Opening times 

 

 Crediton Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

Tuesday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday 08:30 – 18:00 07:30 – 17:00 Closed 

Thursday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Friday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

 

GPs on duty 

Crediton 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

AM Dr Harris 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Harris 
Dr Hall 
 

Dr Wride 
Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Anderson 
Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Dr Hall 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

PM Dr Harris 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Harris 
Dr Hall 

Dr Wride 
Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Anderson 
Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Dr Hall 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Thorverton 

AM  Dr Anderson Dr Anderson Dr Ziegler  

PM Dr Anderson Dr Anderson  Dr Ziegler Dr Wride 

Silverton 

AM Dr Anderson    Dr Wride 

PM      

 
There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will  

be on call for emergencies only on 111.  

Early surgery on Wednesday in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our in-house 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.newvalleypractice.co.uk.  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for more 

information. 

We are now accepting new patients 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2016 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy.      b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy. 

   

 January 12
th
 (Tues) and 25

th
     January 6

th
 (Wed) and 18

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates 

Flag Flying days in January 
9

th
 Birthday of the Duchess of Cambridgeshire 

20
th
 Birthday of the Countess of Wessex 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2016 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

JANUARY 2016

Sat 2
nd

  TARTS walk, meet opposite parish church, 9.30am 

Sun 3
rd

  Open Doors: North Korea:the worst place in the world to be a Christian, Baptist Church, 11.00 

Fri 8
th
  Thorverton Art Group, new term starts, 9.30am 

Sat 9
th

   Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sun 10
th
 Golf Society AGM, Exeter Inn (after golf) 

Tues 12
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm. 

Thurs 14
th
 Ladies Group annual dinner at Bickleigh Mill, meet at The Bury 6.45pm 

Mon 18
th
 Garden Club AGM, Upton Pyne Village Hall 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society AGM, followed by Robin Blythe-Lord – Boney St Helena with a bit of Ascension. 

Sat 23
rd

  Burns Night at the Memorial Hall. 

 

FEBRUARY 

Tues 9
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Fri 26
th
  History Soc. John Lowe – The Boys (The story of 4 of the 55,500 airmen who never came home). 

 

MARCH 

Tues 8
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 25
th 

            History Society, No meeting – Good Friday 

  
APRIL 

Fri 22
nd

            History Society, Denise Melhuish - Killerton and the Aclands, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

  
MAY 

Fri 27
th
             History Society, Amyas Crump – A Day Out - At the Seaside? WI Hut 7:30 pm 

  
 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

