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them with information on activities in the parish; 
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Editorial 
It’s that time again.  Can it really be a month since I 

last wrote my editorial?  This month’s is something 

of a hotch-potch of unconnected thoughts and 

pointers for readers. 

 

I would love to be able to write that the shop 

situation is all clear, but there have been some 

complications, so we must keep you in suspense for 

another month.  I do have a short update in this 

edition of Focus though (see page 23) and hope to be 

covering potentially two launch days very soon. 

 

While we did have a short cold spell, it has generally 

been very mild this winter and so I thought that I had 

better stick a photo of the Jubilee Green daffodils on 

the front cover this month rather than March, in case 

they are all over by then.  Normally in this month I 

would have been putting photos of snowdrops on the 

cover – and we do have a couple with Doreen’s poem 

(page 20).  If you haven’t been there before I can 

recommend a trip to “Snowdrop Valley” near 

Wheddon Cross on Exmoor which has carpets of 

snowdrops in February. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to be able to report that Maggie Dunlop 

successfully obtained a defibrillator and that there are 

awareness sessions on 1
st
 February at the Memorial 

Hall (see page 5).  Defibrillators are quite common 

around villages nowadays and can, quite literally, be 

a life-saver, so it is excellent news that we have one 

ready to be put in place.  Thank you to Maggie for 

putting in such a determined effort to get hold of one 

for the village. 

 

Just back from a very good Burns Night Supper at the 

Memorial Hall.  Well done to the Hall Committee for 

coming up with the idea and laying on so good an 

evening.  The Hall is looking great now and is a 

worthy venue for such events. 

 

As always, I am grateful to those of you who have 

contributed reports or provided details of coming 

events.  We can usually find space for more though, 

so if you do want to write about something of local 

relevance, please feel free to send in a contribution.  

My daughter did comment to me that there was rather 

too much by or about me in the last Focus, and that is 

not good.  Please help remedy this by writing more! 

 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
From Sybil Tulloch   
 

To all my Thorverton Friends.  Many thanks for all 

your good wishes and cards. I am pleased to say I am 

on the slow road to recovery and will hopefully see 

you all before too long. I now have an email address 

sybil.tulloch@yahoo.co.uk should you wish to keep 

in touch. 
 

Kind Regards, 

Sybil 

 

From Ann Merrett, nee Yeandle, of Ross on Wye, 

Herefordshire 

[With thanks to Marion Crang for having passed an 

extract from Focus to Ann – Ed] 

 

In your November issue you showed the grave of my 

grandparents before and after its restoration by 

William and Chloe Fice and Oliver Hawks under the 

supervision of Mr Alex Fice.  The photograph shows 

the superb job that Alex and the children did.    Had it 

been left it could have been a potential hazard to 

people walking in that area due to its proximity to the 

War Memorial.  

 

Regarding my Uncle Frank who was killed in the 

Dardanelles on 25
th
 November 1915 I understand he 

went to school in Tiverton as did my father Lutley, 

his younger brother.  We alas have no record or 

photographs of their school days. 

 

Once again my very sincere thanks to Alex Fice for 

taking on the grave restoration, it was indeed most 

public spirited of him. 

 

  

From Bill Ford, now residing at 25 Sutton Park, 

Blunsdon, Swindon, SN26 7BB 

 

On 17
th
 November I had the misfortune to take a 

tumble outside the church.  I have had several falls of 

late, but have managed to escape with little harm 

done.  Unfortunately, this time was different and I 

needed assistance.  Help was at hand in abundance.  

Special thanks to Jane and Margaret and their 

partners for helping me home and for the care they 

gave me during the following hours both at home and 

in hospital. 

 

I am now living with Anne and Michael, my daughter 

and son-in-law, in Blunsdon.  The plan was to 

relocate to Blunsdon but not quite so soon!  

However, this is now a permanent move – a repeat of 

my previous move in 1961 from Thorverton to 

Blunsdon.  I then returned to Thorverton 25 years 

later. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to say “thank 

you” for the many get wellwishes and Christmas 

greetings I received from Thorverton.  They were 

arriving at an average of two a day upto the end of 

2015!  An overwhelming amount of kind wishes. 

 

My new address is above.  Many thanks for the 

goodwill. 

 

 

From Fiona Harrison of Broadlands 
 

Someone left a nice white tea pot outside the front 

door of our flat during the week ending 15
th

 

January.  We wonder if in fact it was meant for us.  If 

anyone can enlighten us we would be grateful. 

 

Also, a nice white football appeared on our back 

garden lawn in Broadlands a few weeks ago.  So far 

no-one has claimed it. (Tel: 01392 966861) 

 

 

From Sue Hyde of Jerico Street 

 

Before Christmas I found a sad, bedraggled, cold, 

unwell cuddly toy (a bear) in the Millennium Field.  I 

have restored him to good health and he is now 

warm, dry and well.  I am sure that he would love to 

return to his owner.  If he belongs to you please call 

me on 860354. 

 

 

 
Road Closures  
 
Silver Street, Thorverton  

This closure is being rescheduled for 14
th
 March to 

18
th
 March 2016.  The area closed will be from 

opposite 21 Silver Street to opposite the entrance to 

the Sewer Works. The works themselves are outside 

45 Silver Street.   

 

The Bridge at Stoke Canon 

We understand that the repairs to the bridge at Stoke 

Canon will not now be carried out in February. 

mailto:sybil.tulloch@yahoo.co.uk
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Thorverton Parish Council
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council (PC) meeting 

held on 12/01/2016.  The full set of draft Minutes can be viewed on the 

notice board in School Lane.  The next meeting will take place on 

February 9th 2016, at 7.30pm, in the Memorial Hall and all are 

welcome.  Alison Marshall – Clerk   

Tel: 01392 861228.  E-mail: thorvertonpc@gmail.com    

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Planning matters – data received up to and including the date of the meeting: 

*You can view planning applications, decisions, and documentation at: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

 15/01955/TPO works to reduce the crown height by 3m of 1 oak tree at 31 The Glebe, Thorverton. Noted. 

 16/00052/TPO works to reduce the height by 6m of 1 oak tree at 27 The Glebe, Thorverton. Noted. 

 15/01919/FULL installation of replacement windows and doors, re-instatement of blocked up window, 

erection of slate roof over existing lean-to and demolition of timber lean-to at Harefields, Jericho Street, 

Thorverton. The PC gave no comment. 

 15/01728/FULL Change of use of part of dwelling house to general store at Berry Dairy, the Bury, 

Thorverton. Permission granted. 

 15/01681/CLU certificate of lawful use or development at Canns Farm. Granted. 

 15/01516/FULL Installation of a self-service car wash/vacuum/tyre pressure facility at Thorverton Mill. 

Permission refused. 

 Not The village shop - transfer from Quarry Car Park to the Thorverton Arms – it was reported that as the 

Thorverton Arms had been registered by the PC as a Community Asset in 2014 planning permission would 

unfortunately, now be required to enable the pub to accommodate a shop which may delay the move.  
 

Yellowford Farm planning application – land at NGR 292670 101097 formerly part of Yellowford Farm 

The public session at the January meeting was extended to enable full discussion on this matter and of the twelve 

members of the public who attended with an interest in the application 3 gave their individual views. Concerns 

regarding the potential increase of large vehicles using School Lane and environment issues were discussed and 

minuted. The PC resolved to raise these concerns to MDDC Planning Department. The full details, including 

objections to this application, can be viewed on the MDDC website. The PC has not been involved in the petition 

or poster in this connection. 
 

New Thorverton Parish Councillors 

 Following the resignation of Chris Pollard, due to moving away from the village, I can advise that Mr 

Nicholas Bright has been co-opted onto the Parish Council.  Nick lives at Fair Oak, Thorverton, and has 

lived in the village since 2011. His wife’s family have lived here since 1920 so Nick is no stranger to the 

area. He will attend the February meeting as a Parish Councillor and is looking forward to the challenge 

this role brings.   

 In December Cllr Mary Ette resigned, due to a family illness, and the PC thanked Mary for her service on 

the Council and wished her family well. Due to this a further vacancy for a Parish Councillor has arisen so 

if you are interested in giving some time for the benefit of the village and its parishioners please contact me 

for more information. The closing date for applications is February 15
th
 2016.  

 

Churchyard Extension 

Since last month’s write up I am pleased to be able to advise that this matter now appears to be moving forward and 

a sale price for suitable land is expected from the Church Commissioners Land Agents shortly. More next month.  
 

Grant Funding 

The PC are pleased to be supporting the Memorial Hall with an application for MDDC TAP funding for £1,318.00 

towards security measures at the Hall. Watch this space to see whether the application has been a success. 
 

PC website 

Government funding of £925 has been received for the setting up of a new PC website. If you have any landscape 

sized photos of the village that you would like to see on the website please e-mail them to me for consideration.  

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 

 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 
 

 

 

 

Forthcoming events at the Hall 

Following the very successful Burns Night at the Hall in January the committee is planning a programme of 

wonderful events for 2016 including a bingo evening on Saturday 19 March and later in the year a car boot sale; a 

fun day with ferret racing; a casino night and summer ball; a Halloween fancy dress disco and a supper evening.  

Please make a note of the date of the bingo.  Further news about this and the other events planned will be reported 

in the March Focus. 
 

Join the Memorial Hall Committee and have some fun! 
 

As stated in last month’s Focus we would very much like some new members to help us manage the Hall and its 

activities.  The committee is a friendly group of volunteers who work together to enable the Hall to promote a 

programme of recreational and leisure activities such as that outlined above. If you are interested in joining us 

please contact Roger Fieldhouse, chairperson, (email r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk  tel. 860768), or any of the other 

committee members listed below for further information. 
 

January Saturday Market draw results. 

1
st
 prize, bottle of wine: Bev Lewers 

 2
nd

 prize, tub of chocolates: Dorothy May 

 3
rd

. prize, cheese and biscuits: Steph Shelton 

4
th
 prize, tin of shortbread biscuits: Ed Greed. 

 

Booking the hall for an event 

If you would like to book the hall for any occasion or purpose just email: 

thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com or contact any of the committee members listed below. 
 

Members of the Committee 

Sarah Addicott, Mike Baldwin, Roseanne Benn, Lisa Browning, Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, John Hodge, Bob 

Hyde, Colin Marshall, Shirley Moore, Claire Heaven-Roberts, Mike Shelton, Caroline Taverner. 
 

Memorial Hall website  

The hall website can be found at www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk  If you wish to make a booking, see above. 

 

 

Frogs in the editor’s pond.  Where will the first frogspawn appear in 2016? 

 

 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Notice Board  
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TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENTS/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 
 

offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, newspapers, magazines, 

stationery, posting and packing materials,  

health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, 

laundry service, photocopying 

– service with a smile! 
 

EASY PARKING  
 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat 9.00 – 12.00 

Sun 9.00 – 10.30 TCT paper shop only 
 

THORVERTON  CO-OPERATIVE 

TRUST  LTD 

is a community-owned and run organisation that 

provides premises, pays overheads for and generally 

sustains our post office enabling it to continue as a 

vital amenity for the local area. 

It is supported by subscription-paying members : £10 

per person per annum. Please ask at the post office or 

contact the Company Secretary 01392 860419 if you 

would like to help us further by becoming a member. 

This support is vital to keeping the business afloat. 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 
 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571.   

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 
 

WANTED FOR ST DAVID’S SOUP KITCHEN 

IN EXETER 
 

Sleeping Bags, Blankets, Rucksacks.  

 Also clothing for men and women: 

Jeans, Jackets, Sweaters, T-Shirts, Underwear, Socks, 

Gloves, Shoes and Trainers 

Contact: Jenny Yendell on 01392 860800  

(she can collect) 
 

THORVERTON  CHURCH 
CHOIR     ♫ 

 

 Thorverton Church Choir Practices  

 Thursdays 7.45 – 9.00pm at Thorverton Church: 

 Feb 4
th

 & 18
th

.  March 3
rd

, 17
th

, 23
rd

 (Wed) 

   

Thorverton Church Sunday Services with choir 

February 7
th

 :   COMMUNION        9.30 start 

February 21
st
: FAMILY SERVICE  9.30 for 10.00 

 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 

March      6
th

 : FAMILY SERVICE  9.30 for 10.00 
 

PALM SUNDAY 

March 20
th

 :  SUNG MATTINS     9.30 start  
 

EASTER SUNDAY 

March 27
th

 : FAMILY COMMUNION 9.30 start 
 

New members are always very welcome at 

any time  
  

We sing a very wide range of music at a mix of 

traditional services and more contemporary 

worship. All ages and abilities are welcome.  

You can read more about us online at :  
 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 

  

Please contact : 

Choir Director and Accompanist  

Heather Kershaw  01392 860419 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

  

ACCOMMODATION  NEEDED 

 

Single professional woman (German national) 

seeks accommodation in the village. Further 

details from 01392 966861 or email: 

rosinaleber@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:rosinaleber@yahoo.com
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Curry evening 
Guest speaker Tracey 

Elliot-Reep 
intrepid traveller, 

photographer, horsewoman, 
author 

Upton Pyne Village Hall 

7pm Friday, 5 February 

    £10 to include supper. 
Bring your own drinks 

Advance booking essential: 

01392 841402 or 

lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Friends of Upton Pyne – helping to 

maintain our village church and 

grounds. 

 

 

Ladies’ Fashion Show 
 

Tuesday 1st March at the Memorial Hall 
 

Doors will open at 7.00 and the show will start 
at 7.30pm. 

 

Ladies, please support Thorverton Pre-School by 
attending a Fashion Show, with local models. 

Travelling Trends will be hosting this show and 
will sell brand name garments at bargain prices. 

Clothes can be tried on, purchased and taken 
home on the night and you can pay by cash and 
most major credit and debit cards. There will be 

a raffle and the bar will be open.  
Tickets must be bought in advance at £5 each  
from Sandra Keyte on 01392 860322, direct 
from Pre-school on 01392 861707, from any 

Pre-School Committee Member or at the 
Thorverton Saturday Market in February.   

All proceeds will go to the Pre-school. 
 

 

SENIORS’ LUNCHES 
at the 

THORVERTON ARMS 

12 noon on alternate Tuesdays* £5 

includes two courses and tea or coffee 

ALL OVER 55s WELCOME 

February 9th 

February 23rd 

March 8thand22nd 

April 5th and 19th 

May 3rd, 17th and 31st 

 

 

FOCUS AGM 

 

Wednesday 2
nd

 March 

 

7.30pm 

 

At the Baptist Church 

 
Your chance to comment on what Focus 

has achieved over the past year and to 

offer ideas as to what we might do better 

for the coming year. 

 

All are welcome, but we particularly like 

to see one representative from each 

village organisation, if possible please. 

 

 

Seed Share 

Saturday 20
th

 February 
at The Old Town Hall, Crediton High Street 

from 11am to 2pm 
All seeds and plants will be free, but donations 

towards our costs are very welcome. Bring saved 

seeds to share if you have them, or come to find some 

unusual seeds to start 2016 in your garden. Or just 

enjoy coffee/cake/lunch, listen to the music from the 

Woodmen and visit stalls [from bee-keeping to 

herbal medicine and lots more]. 

 

mailto:lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk
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UPTON PYNE & 

DISTICT GARDEN CLUB 

Monday 15
th

 February @ 7.30pm in the 

village hall 

Our first speaker of the year is  

Angela Dodd-Crompton and  

The Italian Garden at Ambrook 
 

The Italian Garden at Ambrook is a stunning, 

secluded, 4-acre private garden, built just over a 

hundred years ago. Lost under brambles and ivy in a 

thick wood, it was so well hidden that even those 

living right next to it knew nothing of its existence 

until it was rediscovered in 1988. The majority of the 

clearance took three years but new features are still 

coming to light. Angela has spent the last ten years 

investigating the garden and the lives of those 

associated with it. Little was known when she started 

and even so, everything but the original owner's 

name turned out to be untrue. Using slides, she will 

take us on a virtual tour of the garden and then tell us 

about its rediscovery, the history and the people 

involved in its creation. It is now Grade II listed on 

Historic England's 'Register of Parks & Gardens of 

Special Historic Interest'. Come prepared for some 

myths, mysteries and surprises! 

 

Non members are welcome.  Entrance £3 - 

refreshments will be served afterwards.   

THORVERTON & DISTRICT HISTORY 
SOCIETY 

 

THE BOYS  

By JOHN LOWE 
After almost seventy five years, this story attempts to 

bring into focus the events of that day and reflects on 

the young aircrew whose lives ended that night on 

the windswept slopes of Hameldown. 

               7:30 PM @WI HUT                                         

FRIDAY 26
TH

 FEBRUARY 
     

                 NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

                 NON-MEMBERS £2 AT THE DOOR 

 

Two Villages in Action Events: 

 

Clive Carroll 

A Thousand Years in Music 

 
“Probably the Best and Most Original Young 
Acoustic Guitar Player and Composer in Britain” 

 
Thursday 4th February  

8pm start 
 

Brampford Speke Village Hall 
 

To book tickets, please call 01392 841785 

 

James Findlay Trio 
BBC Radio 2 Young Folk Award winner in 2010 

Saturday 27th February 

7.30pm start 

Bradninch Guildhall 

To book tickets, please call 01392 881245 
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I announced that there would be a free 

digital workshop in March run by Devon 

Communities Together. The workshop 

will explore the possibilities that digital 

technology can offer.  A couple of 

people have already told me that they 

would be interested in attending.  It 

would be helpful if anyone else 

intending to attend could also let me 

know, thank you.   

 

Neville Lane (01392 861062)  
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Church Services and News 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2016 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

Sunday 7 February 2016 Sunday before Lent   
 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton D Francis  

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore MSS   
 

Wednesday 10 February 2016 Ash Wednesday   
 

7:30 pm  Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres      MSS 
 

Sunday 14 February 2016 Lent 1  
 

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  HW 

09:30 am Open Church   Thorverton       

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon   

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe LF 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer [CW] Newton St Cyres LF 

 

Sunday 21 February 2016 Lent 2    

 

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   A Geering   

09:30 am Open church followed by   Thorverton  

10:00 am  Family Service   Thorverton  Lay Led 

10:00 am  Holy Communion [C] Cadbury SS 

10:00 am Service of the Word    Poltimore Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  MSS 

 

 

Sunday 28 February 2016 Lent 3  

 

09:30 am Sunday Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres  MSS 

10:00 am  Messy Church    Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:00 am Joint Service   Thorverton Baptist Church  BOF 
   Joint with Parish Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe HW 

05:00 pm Taizé Service     Cadbury   Lay Led  
   Joint with Thorverton  

05:30 am Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham                                 D Gunn-Johnson 

 

Sunday 6 March 2016 Sunday Lent 4 & Mothering Sunday   

 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

09:30 am  Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Huxham M Hall  

09:30 am  Open Church followed by  Thorverton   

10:00 am Family Service   Thorverton Lay Led 
   Joint with Baptist Church  

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Cadbury                                         B Dugmore 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Poltimore Lay Led   

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon Lay Led 

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe Lay Led 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 
Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 

 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, 

and the timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form 

of Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: No Collective School Worship Monday 15 February at Stoke Canon Church [half term]   

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 
 

 Vacancy   Rector    

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard Associate Minister          01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader                01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 
 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

01392 860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
Counselling and Christianity 
 

I've been reading a book. I saw it and thought 

immediately that it had some of me in it. It's called 

"How to be a bad Christian ...and a better human 

being" by Dave Tomlinson. He's a Vicar who 

founded Holy Joe's, a church for disaffected 

Christians, in a pub in Clapham. It has a Bishop’s 

recommendation on the back, so it can’t be 

completely beyond the pale. If you, like me, 

sometimes struggle with the more dogmatic aspects 

of church and churches, why not read it. 
 

As some of you know, I have been training to be a 

counsellor (therapist) for the last two and a bit years. 

I am currently working for Counselling for Carers, 

but, once qualified, I have a dream of setting up a 

counselling service in our Mission Community. I am 

also keen to share some of what I have learnt. 
 

The connection between these two paragraphs is that 

I was surprised how much of the Tomlinson book 

would not have been out of place in a book on 

humanistic counselling. It encourages people to look 

within themselves to find their own way. It teaches 

mindfulness and living in the here and now. It 

advocates unconditional positive regard for all people 

whatever their religious faith (or lack of it), gender or 

sexuality. Not surprisingly, it focuses on the central 

Christian teaching of having compassion for others 

and ourselves. These are all important aspects of 

counselling practice. 
 

One surprising thing I learnt from the book is that 

metanoia is the Greek word in the New Testament 

which is often translated into English as 

“repentance”, but its actual meaning is “to see more 

widely”. Looked at in that way, the Biblical call to 

“Repent” might be thought of as an invitation to step 

back and look more carefully at the realities of our 

lives and relationships.  Interestingly, the term 

“Metanoia” is used by some schools of counselling to 

mean the profound change of heart which is 

sometimes the outcome of therapy. So maybe we 

counsellors have something in common with fire and 

brimstone preachers: we are all encouraging our 

clients to repent! 
 

 I think not. For one thing: counsellors encourage, 

whereas some preachers tell. For another: counsellors 

should be humble enough, and respectful enough, to 

allow the client to find their own way. I’m not sure 

about the fire and brimstone preachers – but this 

humility is also a quality I have observed in the 

priests I have respected most.  

Royston Kershaw 

Churchwarden Thorverton 

 

 

Thorverton Parish Church 

 
                              FFFAAAMMMIIILLLYYY   SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEE   

           Sunday 21st February 

 

     

 

 

 
 

 

OOppeenn  ffrroomm  99..3300aamm  

((CCoommee  wwhheenn  yyoouu  wwiisshh)) 

       Service starts at 10am 

LENT TABLE TALK 
This year, during Lent, there will be a series of 5  
“Table Talk” sessions to which everyone in the 

Mission Community is invited. 
These will be stand alone events that you can 

turn up to whenever you can and for as long as you 
want to. Attend just one session, all of them, or as 

many as you like. 
The sessions will be very informal and are intended 
to bring people together in a warm, supportive and 

relaxing environment to discuss topical issues.   
To stimulate conversation there will be “Table Talk” 

cards available. 
At each session there will be refreshments and the 

dates and times are as follows: 
 

Wednesdays: 
17 February 7:00 pm Bridge Centre, Stoke Canon 
24 February 7:00 pm Bridge Centre, Stoke Canon 

2 March 7:00 pm Memorial Hall, Thorverton 
9 March 7:00 pm Bridge Centre, Stoke Canon 

16 March 7:00 pm Bridge Centre, Stoke Canon 
 

We hope that you will be able to find a little 
time to come and join us one evening. 
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Baptist Church  
 

The worst year ever... 
 

The worst year, that is, for the Persecuted Church in 

so many countries that are actively hostile to the 

Christian faith.  Open Doors, one of the admirable 

organisations working to alleviate the conditions of 

believers suffering for their faith, recently released 

statistics showing that in 2015 there were 71,000 

documented cases of Christians killed for their 

beliefs.  Of these, more than 4,000 were victims of 

the terrorist movement Boko Haram in Nigeria.  This 

figure, of course, does not represent the submerged 

part of the iceberg and must be far short of the true 

situation.  The main agent in this policy of repression 

is Islamic extremism, though this is not the only 

factor. 
 

At the head of the league table for this horrifying 

catalogue of abuses, and for the fourteenth year 

running, is North Korea, followed by Iraq, Eritrea, 

Afghanistan and Syria.  The policy of North Korea to 

get rid of anybody who stands up to the cult of the 

great leader is well known.  Conditions in that 

country are in fact so dire that the United Nations set 

up a Commission of Enquiry on Human Rights.  Its 

damning 372-page report documented chronic and 

widespread violations.  Its stark conclusion is this: 

“There is no effective freedom of religious belief in 

the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.  Such 

belief is treated as basically incompatible with, and 

hostile to, the state-sponsored personality cult 

surrounding Kim Il-sung and his descendants.  

Countless numbers of persons in the DPRK who 

attempt to practise their religious beliefs have been 

severely punished, even unto death.”   In fact, based 

on information from former North Korean prisoners, 

Open Doors believes that there may be as many as 

100,000 Christians held in closed villages, prisons or 

labour camps. 
 

This is why Thorverton Baptist Church recently 

invited a representative from Open Doors to address 

us on the subject, “North Korea: the most difficult 

place in the world to be a Christian.”  Despite being 

widely advertised this event was poorly attended, to 

our great disappointment.  We hope to invite him 

back some time in the next few months in the hope 

that more interest will be shown the second time 

round. 
 

This sorry state of affairs should concern every 

Christian, especially all those who enjoy freedom of 

speech and conscience - in fact all the liberties that 

Article 18 of the Declaration of Human Rights spells 

out for us.  The Archbishop of Canterbury has 

protested publicly against the persecution of 

Christians.  The Prince of Wales has also spoken out 

concerning the widespread abuses.  Prime Minister 

David Cameron is on record as declaring: “This is 

going to be the struggle of our generation and we 

have to fight it with everything we can.” 

 

He is surely right. 

Maurice Harrison 

 
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
Open Door 

Problem?  Need to share?  Prayer request?  If you 
need a sympathetic listening ear, the Chapel is open 
every Thursday between 10 am and 12 noon when 

Rev. Maurice Harrison will be available to meet you.   
Please come in by the side entrance. 

01392 966861 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Our Coffee Morning  

this month will be held on  

Friday 5th February 

from 10.30 till midday 
 

A warm welcome to all 

 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF 
PRAYER 

(Interdenominational) 
 

Friday 4th March 2016 
 

at Thorverton Parish Church 

 

11.00am 
 

followed by Soup Lunch 
 

All welcome (including men) 
 

 
 

Receive children. Receive me. 

CUBA 
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School Report 
The Parish Council recently received a report, 

prepared by Clive Hamblin, incorporating comments 

from Classes 1 and 2 of Thorverton Church of 

England Primary School, which villagers might find 

interesting.  This report is very slightly edited - Ed. 

 

There is an agreement on the use of the land by the 

Exe Valley Federation.  During the Autumn Term the 

land was used exclusively by Thorverton C of E 

Primary School. 

 

No maintenance of the land has been carried out 

since the major work undertaken on 27th August 

2015, other than grass cutting and hedge trimming 

where necessary.  No accidents have taken place, 

which have required entry in the Accident Report 

Book. A generic risk assessment is in place which 

can be amended where necessary. Insurance is via 

Devon County Council. 

 

Class 1 are very fond of our wooded area and find it a 

liberating space for their wild imaginations, as it 

offers such a rich resource.  It is the ideal place for 

their numerous mini-beast excursions and it teaches 

lots about co-dependence and the necessity of varied 

habitats. It is a land of hidden dens and the ideal spot 

to explore onomatopoeia as the children squelch and 

splash on a bear hunt.  The wooded area helps to 

hone observational skills and provides bold evidence 

of the changing seasons. 

 

As we enter spring and summer, the wooded area will 

be the perfect environment for the topic – fire - where 

the class will learn how to build a fire safely, cook, 

and tell stories by a camp-fire. The class will be 

experiencing the changing seasons in woodland first 

hand, and will learn about how a familiar and safe 

landscape changes naturally, and with human 

interaction. Working outside of the classroom helps 

to build or confidence and self-esteem as they can 

safely explore and play, and are inspired and 

motivated to ask questions and become independent 

learners. 

 

Recently in mathematics the class used natural 

objects in the wooded area to explore multiplication 

through arrays, and by grouping and sorting of 

natural objects through size and colour. In English 

the class explored poetry and descriptive writing, 

inspired by our experience of our wooded area and 

have also painted pictures of the woodland in 

watercolours and made leaf rubbings, and lost 

themselves in the sound of rain on leaves. 

 

For Class 2, maths was a big focus in the forest. They 

used the grounds of the forest as a learning platform 

for real life learning, and context based maths.  The 

class created a Red Riding Hood scenario where the 

children had to follow context based clues, and they 

also constructed an Alice in Wonderland style tea 

party where the children weighed and measured 

ingredients. 

 

In Literacy the class have enjoyed using the forest to 

enhance learning when writing poetry. They have 

used the environment to inspire ideas and emotions.  

The forest is a very precious resource and the style of 

teaching/ethos would be completely different without 

it. 

 

Class 3 have made very limited use of the land during 

the Autumn Term, although it is anticipated that the 

Spring and Summer terms will see an increase in use. 

 

In addition to the above Sara Burnand (Outdoor 

Learning Devon), a trained Forest School leader, runs 

a Forest School Club on a Thursday afternoon 3.30 – 

4.30. This has proved to be very popular. 

 

Photographs of activities enjoyed during the Autumn 

Term can be seen in School. 

Clive Hamblin, Governor Exe Valley Federation 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd       

supporting  Thorverton Post Office   
   

We are very pleased to report another successful 

Christmas period. Thank you for all your purchases. 

We raised nearly £800 for Hospiscare and other 

charities by the sale of Christmas cards. 
 

As said last month, if you would like a copy of the 

draft minutes of the TCT AGM, we have already e-

mailed it to many TCT members and are happy to 

print copies for those members (and others) not on e-

mail. There’s also a copy on display in the post office 

above the bubble wrap!! 
 

We look forward to your continuing support in our 

post office and paper shop/newsagents in 2016. Do 

let us know if there’s anything you’d like us to stock, 

give us helpful feedback and suggestions, and let us 

know if you’d like to help our community venture 

more in any way. 

Please show your appreciation to our staff and 

volunteers when you next visit. We are very fortunate 

to have them. 

 

Heather Kershaw  01392 860419  

(TCT Ltd Chair and Company Secretary) 

Jan Hamilton 07764 46157  

(TCT Ltd Business Manager) 
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Silverton and Exe Valley Seniors 
 

Events & activities for over 50s          
 

If you are this age or above, live in the Exe Valley, 

are interested in getting out, visiting places and 

meeting people then membership of the Club may be 

for you.   The Club organises events such as monthly 

coffee mornings and coach outings, holidays, whist 

drives and theatre trips. Annual membership is £5 per 

person. Full details of the 2016 programme will be 

available at our AGM. 

 

MONDAY WHIST  
Fortnightly whist this month will be on the 8

th
 and 

22
nd 

February at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton 

commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2.50 

includes refreshment, and raffle ticket!  It’s fun and 

easy to learn!  Why sit at home? 

 

AGM & BUFFET LUNCH 

Come along to St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton on 

Tuesday 23
rd

 February and hear how the Club 

performed last year and what is planned for 2016 

(full details of the Holidays and Outings programme 

will be available to take away, with booking forms). 

The meeting starts at 11.30 and if you wish to stay 

after the AGM a delicious Buffet Lunch (optional) is 

available for £3 (pay on entry).   

  

DATES OF SOME FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

FOR YOUR DIARY! 
 

Tuesday 22
nd

 March.  Our first outing of the year is 

to the Britannia Royal Naval College Dartmouth 

followed by an afternoon tour of Dartmoor.  This is a 

rare opportunity to enjoy a guided tour of the college 

responsible for the training of Royal Navy Officers.  

Coach leaves Silverton 0900 (Ruffwell 0905, Rewe 

0908, Stoke Canon 0910).  Inclusive cost £20. Last 

booking date is the 11
th
 March.  Visitors must be in 

possession of photo identification (eg: Bus pass, D 

licence) 

 

Thursday 7
th

 April - Tavistock and Antony House 

& Gardens.  Our morning outing is to the ancient 

stannary town of Tavistock with Pannier market and 

birth-place of Sir Francis Drake.  Afterwards we 

cross the border to visit Antony House with its 

sweeping landscape gardens. Coach departs Silverton 

at 0900  (Exe Valley pick-ups as above). Inclusive 

cost £18 (National Trust members £10). 

 

Thursday 28
th

 April – The Spirit of Ireland.  

Departing Silverton at 1700 (1635 Stoke Canon, 

1638 Rewe, 1640 Ruffwell, 1707 Bickleigh) we 

travel to Barnstaple arriving in plenty of time for a 

meal or refreshments before a spectacular evening of 

traditional Irish music and song.  Coach & theatre 

admission £25. 

 

CLUB/BLAKES HOLIDAY: Black Country & 

Shropshire (3D/2N) 02-4 June 

 

Staying on a half-board basis at the 3* Holiday Inn 

Telford & visiting the historic market town of 

Ludlow, spend a day at the award winning Black 

Country Living Museum and travel on the Severn 

Valley Railway and see their stunning Engine House 

Visitor Centre.  Inclusive cost £195 (single room 

occupancy £30 extra).  Coach leaves Silverton 0930 

(Exe Valley pick-ups). For details ask for leaflet. 
 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail:  

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further details 

of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info. 

Martin Clough 

 

 

Recipe 
Devonshire leek and potato soup 

 

This substantial and warming soup makes good use 

of Devonshire leeks, potatoes, milk and cream. 

 

For four generous portions you will need, 50 g butter, 

500g potatoes, washed, but not peeled, and thickly 

sliced, 250g leeks, washed, sliced in half lengthways, 

and then cut across into small squares,  10 g medium 

oatmeal, ½ litre vegetable stock, and ½ litre whole 

milk, seasoning, double cream. 

 

 

 

Method: Melt the butter and add the sliced leeks 

stirring well.  Allow to cook gently without colouring 

for 2 minutes, then add the sliced potatoes and the 

oatmeal. 

 

Add the stock and milk and bring to the boil. Simmer 

gently, stirring occasionally until the potatoes are 

soft. Season with salt and freshly ground pepper, and 

finish with a little double cream or a spoonful of 

clotted cream. Sprinkle with plenty of chopped 

parsley and serve with crusty bread. Chopped bacon 

can be added with the leeks, or flakes of skinned 

smoked haddock which has been cooked in the milk 

before it is added to the soup. 

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Crediton 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Thorverton and District History Society 
 

The programme for 2016 is below: 

 
 

If you would like to receive email reminders of History Society events, please let Graeme Culshaw know: 

preferably by emailing Graeme at Graeme.culshaw@yahoo.com. 

 

Garden Club  
 

On Monday 18
th
 January the AGM was held and 

eleven members attended. 

 

It was reported that it had been another successful year 

with a good variety of talks and thanks as ever were 

expressed to Nick Baker for arranging them and also 

standing in again as Vice-Chairman.  He gave details 

of the talks arranged for the coming year which again 

promise to be very enjoyable. 

 

Chris Grundy gave a report on the successful Spring 

Show we had held and then details for the one planned 

for this year on 23
rd

 April.  This happens to be St 

George’s Day so hopefully we can link it to that. 

 

The committee for the following year are: 

 

Chairman – June Nicks 

Treasurer – Jane King 

Secretary – Ros Rowlerson 

Nick Baker – Programme Secretary 

Chris Grundy – Show Secretary 

 

 

Committee members – Pat Brookes, Mary Furner, Pat 

Overton and Pam Stoneman 

 

The Garden Club hopes to make a coach trip probably 

in June to visit Eden for the day and details will be 

published later on. 

 

The secretary closed by thanking the committee for all 

their hard work and felt sure that because the Garden 

Club had such a dedicated committee the coming year 

would be again successful and enjoyable. 

 

If anyone would like more details please do not 

hesitate to contact me on 861205.  Subscriptions for 

the coming year will remain at £10 with occasional 

attendances charged at £3 per evening. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

mailto:Graeme.culshaw@yahoo.com
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Legal Eagle 
I am very sorry that I failed to put this into last 

month’s Focus.  I can assure Focus readers that Clive 

provided this last month but by the wonders of Focus I 

missed it – Ed. 

 

“When I was younger so much younger than 

today........”, well, when I was 11 or 12, my parents 

moved from the town in which we were living. I had a 

choice, to board at my school or to live with my 

Grandmother, I chose the latter. 
 

My Grandmother played a major role in developing 

my literary tastes, introducing me, as she did, to a 

number of American writers of thrillers, in particular, 

Raymond Chandler (The Big Sleep [1939]; Farewell 

My Lovely [1940]), Ross Macdonald (The Moving 

Target [1949]; The Drowning Pool [1950]), Erle 

Stanley Gardner (The Case of the Velvet Claws 

[1933]; The Case of the Howling Dog [1934]). 
 

Gardner created the character of Perry Mason, an 

attorney who won cases against all the odds. In 1957 

CBS introduced Mason to TV audiences in what 

became a very popular television series based on the 

characters in Gardner’s books. The series adopted the 

style of Gardner in the title of each episode, ‘The Case 

of the............’, so, in tribute to Gardner, but, I fear, 

lacking his literary merit, this article, unlike all other 

Legal Eagle articles, has a title, namely, ‘The Case of 

the Grumpy Pony’. 

 

In 2011 Lisa Walton purchased from Shan Allman, a 

pony, Pirums Figaro, for £18,000.  The pony was 

described as a “top quality” thoroughbred whose 

grandfather was the racehorse Nijinsky and was further 

described as a “safe hack, alone or in company”. 
 

Mrs Walton purchased the pony for her daughter Elise 

who was 13 at the time. Mrs Walton thought the pony 

would be ideal for her daughter whom she described as 

a “nervous rider”. 
 

Unfortunately, things did not turn out quite as planned. 

Figaro, it appears, went within weeks from “being fine 

to being seriously naughty”. Mrs Walton said he 

became “grumpy” with “severe behavioural problems” 

and turned into “a raving lunatic”. Mrs Walton claimed 

that he would “run at you with his mouth open and his 

head down to attack”. She also said  that, “If 

confronted, he would try to box out at you with his 

front legs, as well as turning round and kicking at you 

with his back legs. The pony was positively 

dangerous.” 
 

Three weeks after the purchase Mrs Walton emailed 

Shan Allman to “formally reject” the pony and coupled 

this with a request for the return of the purchase 

money, namely £18,000. Shan Allman refused to 

accept the formal rejection and refused to return the 

£18,000. 
 

Mrs Walton brought legal proceedings against Shan 

Allman claiming breach of contract. As always, the 

evidence given by the parties was conflicting. Shan 

Allman told the court that she had honestly described 

Figaro’s character before the sale. The pony had been 

looked after by her daughter, Bethan, and during that 

time he had never displayed any “vicious behaviour”. 

She did admit that she had told Mrs Walton on the day 

of the purchase that the pony was “grumpy, territorial 

in his box and had a tendency to try to bite”. However, 

despite these characteristics, Figaro was a pleasure to 

own. In defence of the claim Shan Allman argued that 

if the pony’s behaviour had worsened it was “after his 

purchase whilst in the ownership of Mrs Walton.” 

 

Judge Grubb dismissed Mrs Walton’s claim, finding 

that “As at the date of sale Figaro was suitable for a 

teenager such as Mrs Walton’s daughter to ride, even 

given his accepted behavioural traits.” The judge 

added that although he “had a tendency to bite or nip”, 

he was not “a dangerous pony.” The judge ordered Mrs 

Walton to pay Shan Allman’s legal costs of £140,000. 

 

No effort was made by Mrs Walton to pay the costs 

and, as a consequence, Shan Allman applied for a 

charging order against Oak Tree Farm, the Walton’s 

home, as security. Mrs Walton had previously claimed 

to have an equitable interest in the property despite it 

being registered solely in the name of her husband. On 

the claim for the Charging Order being lodged, Mrs 

Walton changed her position, stating that she had no 

interest in the property at all. 

 

The judge granted the Charging Order and Mrs Walton 

appealed to the Chancery Division of the High Court 

of Justice to have the order discharged. The matter was 

heard on the 27th October 2015 and the judgment of 

the Court was delivered on the 18th November. 

 

The Court agreed with the reasoning of the judge at 

first instance and dismissed Mrs Walton’s appeal. The 

Court took the view that Mrs Walton had a beneficial 

interest in the property arising from a constructive 

trust. The effect of the granting of the Charging Order 

was to give Shan Allman a charge over Mrs Walton‘s 

interest in Oak Tree Farm and Shan Allman can, if she 

wishes, seek an order for the sale of the property in 

order to recover her costs. 

 

Add to Shan Allman’s costs, her own legal costs 

incurred by Mrs Walton and you are looking at a bill 

of somewhere between £350,000 and £400,000. This 

has proved to be a very expensive pony indeed. 
 

Clive Hamblin 
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Nature Notes 
2015 was such a windy year. Time and time again I 

wrote in my diary about the annoying wind that made 

spring and summer days that bit cooler. The windy 

conditions restricted days for people who do bird 

ringing activity and for birds themselves the wind 

hindered their ability to migrate. Very mild conditions 

in November and December encouraged primroses, 

celandines and daffodils to flower unseasonably early 

and prolonged flowering of summer plants such as 

geraniums, annual sweet pea and roses.  
 

Storms Desmond, Eva and Frank who brought severe 

rain and wind from the south/south west also brought 

migrant moths, other foreign insects and turtles to our 

shores. It is interesting to note here that it was 

December 2012 when we had the terrible flooding of 

the river Exe and the damage it caused along its route. 
 

In December and January there were sightings of 

Painted Lady butterflies in Cornwall, Devon, Somerset 

and Dorset, thought to be immigrants blown here by 

strong winds. One of the Devon sightings was caught 

in a moth trap. A non-native bug Mecidea lindbergi 

turned up in moth traps in Hampshire and Dorset in 

December also thought to be blown here by the wind. 
 

Several Kemp’s Ridley and Loggerhead and one Green 

Turtle, some alive and some dead were washed up on 

British and Republic of Ireland shores between 

December and January. Cornish and Dorset beaches 

(the nearest sightings to us) had a total of seven 

reported turtles.  
 

Just before Christmas a Hoopoe was spotted in North 

Devon. This striking orange, black and white bird, if it 

comes as far as the UK, is more likely to be a summer 

visitor. Its population is to be found in mainland 

temperate and warm Europe extending to Africa and 

Asia. The European populations usually set off in 

September and October for their wintering grounds in 

the central belt of Africa. At least one has turned up in 

Thorverton before but I do not have information on the 

time of year it was seen. At least 15 years ago a 

Hoopoe spent a long period of time in the Barnstaple 

area during the winter. If you spend your summer 

holiday in the Canaries or Balearic Islands you stand a 

good chance of seeing one of these very pretty birds, 

often on the ground trying to catch an insect or lizard.  
 

Drumming by a Great Spotted Woodpecker was heard 

on 8
th
 January at Slapton Ley which is a very early 

report. In 2013 I heard drumming on 2
nd

 February 

which is still rather early for this activity. The person 

who reported the woodpecker drumming at the Ley, 

the same day also heard a croaking frog! Considering 

we have had mild weather in December I am surprised 

I have not heard of any early frogspawn deposits, 

especially from Cornwall. 
 

2015 was another very interesting year for moth 

trapping here at Raddon with a few unusual moths 

trapped which I may mention in future ‘Nature Notes.’ 

My moth list went off to the County Moth Recorder at 

the beginning of January (2016) and included the 

record of the Death’s-head caterpillar found at the 

allotment by Dick Vooght and a Lobster moth I 

spotted on the outside of the Post Office Portacabin. I 

didn’t get a Lobster moth at home in 2015. Basically 

my list included anywhere I trapped, so the records 

from the Millennium Green went off as well. As a 

member of Devon Moth Group, we were encouraged 

to make an effort to visit under recorded 10km squared 

grid sites last year and the same goes for 2016. 

Records will be included for the planned publication of 

a national atlas of macro-moths.  

Jenny Garne  

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

Golf Society 
Boxing Day Sunday 26

th
 December 

A very testing day with strong winds and very wet 

underfoot, but the rain held off and 7 golfers went out 

to burn off some of the Christmas excess before 

returning to the Exeter Inn and putting it back again! 

The scores were generally low with the exception of 

the top two. The winner was Ken Galvin with 17 

points, and a handicap cut of one shot and runner up 

with 16 points was Jim Chappelle.  Todays’s tail end 

Charlie was Geoff Bulley with 6 points. The shortest 

drive was shared by Paul Richards for a 20 yard effort 

off the 1
st
 tee and a similar length off the 7

th
 tee by 

David Harlow. The Donna-y trophy went to Ken 

Galvin and Matt Jones who were in the same vehicle 

heading to Newton St Cyres and were chatting so 

much forgot to take the turning and realised they 

should not have been visiting Upton Pyne today.  

 

New Year’s Day January 1
st
 

This was a 3 club plus putter competition today, so the 

first problem for the golfers was to decide which clubs 

to take onto the course - quite a difficult problem with 

a hangover. Considering the weather which was 

diabolical with heavy rain and strong winds, there was 

a good turnout of 11 tough golfers. There were also a 

lot missing that had said they were coming out on the 

previous day! 

 

The scores were all quite low due in part to the ability 

to focus on the ball, the weather and the course was so 

wet it was barely playable. Some of us who wear 

spectacles had to make the decision as to keep them on 

and not see through the water on the lens, or take them 

off and just not see.  Today’s winner was  Geoff 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Bulley with 14 points and a handicap cut, runner up 

was Steve Gidley with 13 points and joint third with 12 

points were Rhys Roberts and Phil Beasley. Bringing 

up the rear was Sheila Ball with 6 points. 

 

The shortest drive had quite a bit of competition with 

Rhys Roberts having 2 attempts on the 2
nd

 and 8
th
 tees, 

Paul Richards on the 7
th
, but the winner was our guest 

Tony Hulme who only managed 15 yards of the 1
st
 tee 

(not a good start for a 9 handicapper!) The Donna-y 

trophy had a few nominations today, David Harlow 

managed to lose a ball off the first tee (it was not even 

yellow), on the 5
th
 Ken Galvin’s club came out of his 

hand and went further than the ball, but the winner was 

Paul Richards who set himself up for his approach to 

the last hole, a big swing... the club head went further 

than the ball, but he still had the shaft in his hands! 
 

Review of 2015 

GSPOT’s have had a good year with about 25 players 

taking part in our competitions. Some highlights are: 

The winner of the Russell Ball Cup (singles knockout) 

was Chris Harlow who beat Geoff Bulley in the final.  

 

The Golfer of the year was Chris Harlow with a score 

of 18.0 (average over best 5 rounds). Runner up was 

David Harlow with a score of 16.4 and third was Jim 

Chappelle with 16.2.    

                                             

The Texas Scramble was won by David & Chris 

Harlow with a level par gross score and a net score of 

32.8. The runners up were Geoff Bulley, Dave 

Whalley and Rhys Roberts with 34.03, and third were 

Ken Galvin and Paul Richards with a score of 38.4.   

                                                                                                                                                                                   

The winners of the Pairs competition were Steve 

Gidley and Phil Beasley with a score of 22 points. 

Runners up were Colin Anderson and Nigel 

Austburger with 21 points and third were Jim 

Chappelle and David Harlow with 20 points. 

 

The winners of Couples competition were Bob and Sue 

Hyde with an astonishing score of 23 points. In second 

place (9 points behind) were Chris Harlow and Charli 

Stoneman with 14 points. 

 

Winner of the Money List in the year was Chris 

Harlow with £117.50. Two other players won over 

£100, namely, Steve Gidley (£112.5) and David 

Harlow (£108). We all pay a small amount into the 

prize fund every time we play and the total won this 

year was £703.50. 

 

Sunday 10
th

 January 

Unfortunately due to the weather the course was closed 

so we could not play today. 

 

We carried on and had our AGM. David Harlow had 

decided to resign his position of running GSPOT after 

doing it for most of the 11 years that the society has 

been in existence. He was thanked for his efforts by all 

present. Nobody was prepared to take over the current 

position so GSPOT has ceased to exist for the time 

being. It was agreed that there would be a new set-up 

called Thorverton Golf Society that would primarily 

play at Crediton Golf Club. Then followed our annual 

port and cheese day where most of the golfers donate 

some food and a bottle of port that is enjoyed by the 

gathering. It was started by the award of a bottle of 

port for the golfer of the year, Chris Harlow. In his 

absence it was promptly opened and a glass raised to 

his health on the other side of the world. We had some 

money left in our two’s pot, bought a round and 

donated the balance of £27.70 to the defibrillator 

appeal. 

 

Particular thanks again to Sue, Stella and Dickie 

sorting out the food whilst we had our meeting. 

 

This will be my last report for Focus, it has been fun 

and I hope our one or two readers have enjoyed 

keeping up to date with the society. 

 

I have been most grateful to David for his entertaining 

reports, which have almost tempted me to take up the 

game.  Thank you, David - Ed. 

 

David Harlow (GS Potter) 

 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
We are holding a Junior Open Day on Saturday 5

th
 

March for children aged 6 to 17.  All are welcome. The 

cost is £2.50 payable on the day but there is no need to 

book – just come along, meet our coach and find out 

what we have to offer. Tennis rackets (and 

refreshments) will be provided, but do wear trainers. 

Parents/guardians should stay with younger children. 
 

Times: 2 - 3 pm for ages 6 to 11 

            3 - 4 pm for ages 12 to 17   
 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club is situated at Newton St 

Cyres Recreation Ground, EX5 5AT. Please contact 

Viv Baber on 01392 681180 for more information. 
 

Any adults interested in finding out more about the 

Club should visit our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk, or contact our 

membership secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259. 

 

Annual subscriptions are due in March so now is a 

good time to think about joining for the year.    
 

Sally Baldwin                                                                                                        

                

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Poetry 
 

The snowdrop speaks 

 

I am a flower – this is my hour; 

While other blooms are sleeping, 

Through darkest earth I’m peeping 

As shafts of earliest sunlight 

Caress my bells of pristine white. 

Humans pause – with pleasure look! 

As I nod by verge and brook, 

Kissed by the breeze I gently swing, 

I am the harbinger of spring. 

I hold your gaze with dazzling hue; 

But quietly, I speak of eternity to you. 

 
Doreen Beer 

 

 

Flying the Flag 
Eagle-eyed villagers will notice that the Union Flag 

is not being flown quite so often this year. Dates for 

the coming month are on the inside back cover of 

Focus.  We are grateful to John Mortimore for doing 

the honours. 

 

Thorverton Ladies’ Group 
The February meeting will take place on Thursday 

11th at Beryl Grace's, Moss Bank, School Lane 

starting at 7.30pm.  The speaker is Liz Brown who 

will give us a talk about Cystic Fibrosis. 

Elspeth Holmes 

 

Wyndham House Surgery 
 

‘An Outstanding GP Practice’ 
 

In December Wyndham House Surgery was 

recognised as being an Outstanding GP Practice by 

the Care Quality Commission Inspectors.  This is an 

accolade that the whole team at the surgery should be 

very proud of as only a small percentage of Practices 

in England are recognised in this way.  The 

assessment is thorough and all-inclusive.  The 

Inspectors looked at the clinical care we provide, the 

management set up and our links with local 

Community.  The report is glowing, rating Wyndham 

House as safe, caring, effective, responsive and well 

led to the highest of standards that they set in each of 

these categories.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They were astounded by our accessibility: no other 

Practice in the area offers the same number of 

appointments bookable on the day or in advance.  

 

They were also particularly impressed by the care we 

provide for the elderly and our patients with long 

term conditions.  The significant contribution the 

Friends of Wyndham House make to enabling us to 

meet these high standards is evident throughout their 

report. 

 

Our Practice area sits in a unique position.  We are 

close enough to Exeter to benefit from its high class 

acute and complex medical care but also within easy 

reach of Tiverton Community Hospital to be 

involved in future developments spearheaded from 

there.  It is important that the whole Community 

champions the excellence, commitment and 

outstanding GP service currently on offer as medium 

sized rural Dispensing Practices like ours are likely to 

come under pressure in the next few years as the 

Government pursues its slightly unpredictable NHS 

agenda. 

 

On behalf of the Wyndham House Team I would like 

to thank the Friends and the many volunteers who 

help us for their fantastic support.  This is a 

wonderful place to work and we are very proud to 

have achieved our aim of offering an excellent, 

accessible and holistic service.  We will not rest on 

our laurels and hope this national recognition might 

lead to others copying the model of care we provide. 

 

Dr Anthony O’Brien, Lead GP,  

Wyndham House Silverton 
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In Memory of Hugh Crowle  
 

Hugh Crowle MBE, a leading figure in South West 

farming, recently died at the age of 90.  Still hale and 

hearty in his 10th decade, he suffered a fall while 

staying with his daughter Gilly and son Andrew in 

Surrey on Boxing Day and subsequently died in 

hospital. 

Hugh Crowle was the County Secretary of Devon 

NFU – the largest of the Union’s county branches, as 

he was never slow to point out – from 1963 until his 

retirement in 1985. He was the last, and arguably the 

mightiest, of the post-war generation of county 

secretaries, who ran their counties as their personal 

fiefs, and were to NFU headquarters as the barons 

were to King John. 

His members, and his office-holders, always came 

first. Faced with a choice between what his county 

executive wanted to do, and what the NFU’s official 

policy might have been, he would always go with his 

members. Mind you, his hallmark as a county 

secretary was to make quite sure, by a judicious 

mixture of information, advice and sheer force of 

character, that his members never took what he 

would regard as the wrong decision! 

If marches, tractor rallies and mass lobbies would 

serve a useful purpose, he would organise them, 

impeccably; if he felt that they might be divisive and 

counter-productive – as with Wallace Day and his 

‘Farmers Action Group’, for example – he would 

disown them, without ever being seen to be anywhere 

other than on the farmers’ side on the underlying 

issues. 

No matter how difficult the issue, or how turbulent 

his troops, Hugh Crowle was always in control, and 

his county chairmen loved him for it. Allin Bewes, 

his 1974 chairman, described him as “an outstanding 

county secretary”. 

“He helped and guided his county chairmen in doing 

their job, made sure they had all the right contacts 

and knew exactly what was going on, without ever 

seeking the limelight himself”, he said. 

1974 was a year of crisis in the dairy industry, this in 

the days when the government fixed prices. After 

months of campaigning, a price increase of 6p per 

gallon (about 25 per cent) was announced on the very 

day that Hugh Crowle arranged for an entire train-

load of Devon farmers to descend on Whitehall. NFU 

HQ tried to claim the credit – to the unrestrained fury 

of Hugh and his Devonians! 

Russell Hugh Crowle was born in 1925 at Ugborough 

in South Devon, although he was brought up on the 

family dairy farm near Bodmin, and his rasping 

Westcountry accent always owed more to Cornwall 

than to Devon. 

He was educated at Harley Grammar School, 

Bodmin, and Reading University, where he took a 

BSc in Agriculture. 

He joined the NFU at HQ in 1948 and became a 

supremely effective secretary to the Hill Farming 

Committee, before moving to Devon. He married 

Mavis – who sadly died last year – in 1949, and they 

had three children, Gillian, Stephen and Andrew, all 

of whom survive him, together with two grand-

children and three great-grand-children. He was 

awarded the MBE for services to agriculture in 1983. 

Always an accomplished and hugely competitive 

sportsman, who played football for Bodmin FC in his 

youth, he took to golf with a vengeance in his 

retirement, and was still winning competitions at 

Tiverton GC in his late 80s. While he could be 

fearsome when crossed and suffered fools neither 

gladly nor at all, he had a wonderful sense of 

humour, and was a brilliant mimic, raconteur and 

even, when the occasion demanded, stand-up comic – 

Jethro stories a speciality! 

As the citation written when he won the Prince of 

Wales Award, given by the Devon County 

Agricultural Association, in 1986 puts it: “His 

working life has been dedicated to agriculture, and 

many times he has been instrumental in avoiding 

measures which would have had serious 

repercussions for the industry and alleviating 

farmers’ problems at times of hardship”. 

Very few people commanded such respect and 

gratitude among the farming community in Devon 

and beyond over the past 50 years as Hugh Crowle, 

or deserved it more. 

Hugh Crowle, former NFU county secretary 

surrounded by his family 

Hugh Crowle ‘arguably the mightiest, of the post-war 

generation o Devon NFU secretaries’ 

From the Obituary by Anthony Gibson 

in the Western Morning News 

 

Full obituary at:  

http://www.westernmorningnews.co.uk/OBITUARY

-Leading-figure-South-West-farming-dies/story-

28504052-detail/story.html#ixzz3xhmmn5AH  

http://www.westernmorningnews.co.uk/OBITUARY-Leading-figure-South-West-farming-dies/story-28504052-detail/story.html#ixzz3xhmmn5AH
http://www.westernmorningnews.co.uk/OBITUARY-Leading-figure-South-West-farming-dies/story-28504052-detail/story.html#ixzz3xhmmn5AH
http://www.westernmorningnews.co.uk/OBITUARY-Leading-figure-South-West-farming-dies/story-28504052-detail/story.html#ixzz3xhmmn5AH
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TARTS news 

Thorverton Amblers 
Ramblers and Trampers 

 
Fifteen of us gathered in the 

characterful village of Broadhembury on a clear, dry 

but frosty Saturday. Our band included 2 excited 

dogs, 2 brave children and some new faces to the 

group. Rather wonderfully, our retired met office 

member kept us on our toes by shouting out “Ice, be 

careful!” as we chatted our way along the route. 

Unfortunately, the very icy conditions on part of the 

downhill route meant that one of our group slipped 

and fell early on. No bones were broken, but the 

shock required a strong coffee and a return home. We 

were now 3 men down.  
 

Cautious but undeterred, the rest of us continued to 

climb up the tarmacked road following signs for 

Dunkeswell and Sheldon. Soon we were turning off 

road to walk along a bridlepath near the summit, at 

Stafford Hill. There were muddy sheep in fields and 

eager horses in yards. The sun shone weakly down on 

us and the mud squelched and sucked at our boots 

until we reached the lane towards the Devon and 

Somerset Gliding Club. 
 

We had previously contacted the Gliding Club to 

arrange our coffee break and loo stop. They could not 

have been more welcoming. Cooked breakfasts, 

banana, carrot and lemon cakes, hot chocolates, teas, 

coffees, toast and jam were consumed at a great rate 

and purchased jars of homemade jam completely 

wiped out their stocks. The dogs and their owners 

were also made welcome outside the club house on 

‘seats with a view’ of gliders launching and landing. 

So warm was their welcome that we were invited to 

watch launches and given tours of gliders by club 

members. Our coffee break went deliciously on and 

on.  
 

Finally, and somewhat reluctantly for some of our 

sociable band, we resumed our trek along the edge of 

the Club fields, then followed the signposted path 

downhill through woodland. The views across the 

valley were stunning.  
 

Suddenly, the most challenging part of the walk were 

the stiles, of which there were many and for one of 

our furry friends, the ingenuity of his means of 

passing under, over or beside was discussed and 

admired.  
 

After much crossing of fields and following wire 

fences, we reached tarmac once more and were able 

to wash mud off boots and dogs in the fast flowing 

village ford. Some members drove on to Dunkeswell 

Church to visit the 13
th
 Font, whilst the rest of  us 

returned home, a tired but happy throng. 

 

Future walks and events 

20
th
 February led by Mike.   

                      Likely to be around Stoodleigh. 
 

5
th
 March led by Anne. 

                      About 5 miles around Bickleigh. 
 

19
th
 March led by Caroline. 

 

2
nd

 April led by Sonja.  

                    Up to 5 miles around Morchard Bishop. 
 

16
th
 April led by Jenny. 

 

30
th
 April, longer walk led by Graeme 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 
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Shop News 
 

I can bring villagers the following update on plans 

for changes in Thorverton: 

 

a) From Allison and Stephen Toogood 

 

As you know, we are very disappointed that we have 

had to delay the opening of our cafe and shop, 

cancelling contracts for internal changes that should 

have started during January. Having previously had 

advice from MDDC that we had the relevant 

planning consents, we have now been informed by 

planning officers that, as the Thorverton Arms is 

listed as an Asset of Community Value, we need to 

make an application which will take 6-8 weeks to 

process. 

 

b) From Jan Wills: 

 

I can hardly believe how much has happened since 

the piece about Thorverton General Stores appeared 

in the November edition of Focus.   

 

Mid Devon District Council have given planning 

consent, and their officers have helped me with 

information about all the rules and regulations that I 

need to know.  I have been meeting with potential 

suppliers, and visiting other shops to benefit from 

their experience. At the December Saturday Market 

at the Memorial Hall I had a really informative and 

thoroughly enjoyable time, and was pleased that so 

many of you came to talk to me (as a result of which 

I learnt that there is a wide range of views about 

bread!).  

 

Over a hundred of you filled in the survey, either 

online or using the version published in Focus, and 

have passed on some very useful information.  

Without this I might not have known, for example, 

that it's essential that I stock black tights and pink 

grapefruit juice!  Most respondents said they would 

visit the shop between two to five times a week, and 

indicated that there would be a fairly even use 

throughout the 7.30 am to 7 pm opening hours.  The 

comments were all positive, and many people said 

how they were looking forward to visiting "The 

Dairy" again.  Thank you very much indeed. 

 

By the time of the next Focus I hope to have settled 

the designs for the style and layout, and have in place 

the final approvals I need.  I'll do my best to let you 

know then the date for opening. In the meantime, 

please do continue to let me have your views - on 

ideas for stock and services; the name; anything! 



Focus on Thorverton 24 Vol. 47 No.2 – February 2016 

 

Rainfall Record 
2015 was an unexceptional year in terms of rainfall in Thorverton.  For the year as a whole, Gus Christianson 

recorded 828 mm, which was less wet that the average for the past eight years, although not quite as dry as 2010 

and 2011.  August was the wettest month, including also the wettest day of 2015, 23
rd

 August, when 30.5 mm of 

rain (a bit more than an inch) was recorded.  There were some dry spells, notably from 15
th
 to 24

th
 March when 

there were ten consecutive dry days and then a spell from 5
th
 to 25

th
 April with just two showers recorded in a 

period of 21 days.  Unsurprisingly, there was no discernible pattern as to which were the wettest or driest days of 

the week, although we did have more dry Sundays
1
, and Fridays saw the heaviest rainfall for the year as a whole. 

 

The chart below shows the monthly totals for 2015, compared with 2014. 

 

 
 

 
 

                                                      
1
 With recordings at 8am each morning, the Sunday readings actually represent rather more of Saturdays than Sundays. 
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Dull December 
 

[I am grateful to John Spivey for the following – Ed] 

 

On a good day in June we get around 40 kWh per day 

of solar electricity.  Look what we had in December 

2015.  Even the best day (23 Dec) produced less than 

4 kWh. This certainly confirms Dec 2015 as a month 

with very little sunshine.  

 
 

 

The Garden in February  
 

We have now had a short period of cooler weather. 

This will have done considerable good, not only by 

killing off unwanted bugs and diseases but also by 

allowing the apple trees to have a period of 

vernalization. Vernalization is a period of chilling the 

buds which will then break from dormancy to 

produce flowers which then produce fruit. This 

involves the naturally-occurring plant hormones 

called gibberellines which stimulate growth. Apples 

require at least 900 hours at below 7 degrees 

centigrade. So no cold weather leads to no apples and 

why apples do not grow in tropical areas. 

 

If you are thinking of planting some apple trees, here 

are things to take into consideration. The site should 

be south-facing if possible, avoid east and north 

corners, cold soil and frost. Also avoid a dip which is 

a frost pocket. Frost can damage early flowers and a 

late frost might affect new growth. Try and avoid a 

very windy site. Bees do not fly when it is windy and 

will avoid exposed areas and bees are necessary for 

pollination. 

 

The preferred soil pH is 6.5, slightly acidic. Loam is 

best but most fruit trees will tolerate clay enriched 

with organic matter. The site needs to be well-

drained to at least 2 ft . If the site has poor drainage it 

can be improved by placing pipes underground. Less 

dramatic is the addition of plenty of compost with 

extra sharp sand. However if a site regularly becomes 

water logged choose a different one! Pears will 

tolerate a heavier soil than apples, but are less happy 

with a sandy soil which is alkaline. 

 

This leads us nicely onto the advantages of root 

stocks. Fruit trees are rarely grown on their own 

natural root system but are grafted onto other root 

stocks. There are several very good reasons for this.  

Many varieties tend not to grow well on their own 

root system, so they are grafted onto healthy strong 

growing root stocks. Another reason is to control the 

final size of the mature plant. If the top portion of the 

tree, called the scion, is very vigorous, it can be 

grafted onto a dwarf root stock and be much more 

manageable in size and the harvesting of fruit much 

easier. It also allows trees to be grown in much 

smaller areas, if grown on a dwarfing root stock. 

Conversely a less vigorous variety can be encouraged 

to grow well on a more vigorous root stock. 

 

Root stocks often cause confusion but are really quite 

straightforward once you have been introduced to 

them.  M27 is extremely dwarfing.  M9 is very 

dwarfing. M26 is dwarfing and M25 is very vigorous. 

There are a few that fit in between but these are used 

most often. M9 is used for espalier trees. M26 is used 

for fan and cordon where you want a bit more energy 

but not too much. 

 

 Grafted root stocks also make it possible to enable a 

tree to grow in an area it would not naturally do so 

well, e.g. the pear tree on lighter soil.  Pear trees tend 

to be grafted on Quince root stocks. Quince A 

produces medium vigour and trees grow to 10 or 12 

ft. Quince C is also moderately vigorous but needs 

fertile soil. Pest and diseases can be a problem to 

trees growing on their own root system so they 

benefit from the extra strength and vigour of a 

borrowed  stock. The healthier the tree the more 

resistant to disease. 

 

It is possible with grafting to produce a family tree. 

This is done especially with apples where space is at 

a premium and pollinators might be scarce. Most 

trees need one pollinator but varieties like Bramley 

require two other different apple trees from a similar 
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flowering group to become pollinated. Such trees are 

described as triploid, i.e. they have three sets of basic 

chromosomes instead of the more usual two. Such a 

tree also allows eating and cooking apples to be 

produced on the same plant, ideal for a small garden. 

 

Well there you have it, Neville, the secret life of 

apple trees, not quite so natural as you might have 

thought. Of course it all comes down to the fact that 

we want plenty of big, healthy apples to eat. If left to 

their own devices, they would produce lots of smaller 

fruit for seed so that the variety would continue in the 

future. We have just given a helping hand! 

 

Don’t forget though that as soon as the weather dries 

out the soil, you can begin to work on your veg 

garden, getting it ready for early broad beans, peas, 

sweet peas etc. Indoors sow some lettuce and by the 

end of February you can sow tomato seeds, but keep 

these warm indoors. In the green house, sow leeks, 

cauliflower and cabbage in large pots or buckets.  

Peas and broad bean plants sow in separate pots. 

Keep these last two protected from mice. Transplant 

into bigger individual pots when they can be handled. 

Don’t forget to buy your potatoes for this season and 

let them chit, i.e. begin to sprout, in a cool bedroom 

or somewhere mouse-proof and frost-free. 

 

Enough for one month!  Well done to all the 

competition entries. The correct answers are below: 

 

a) House decorations 

1. Hedera helix 

2. Ilex aquifolium 

3. Viscum album 

4. Taxus baccata 

 

 

 

b) Season smellies 

1. Chimonanthus praecox 

2. Sarcocca hookeriana 

3. Viburnum bodnantense 

4. Mahonia japonoica 

 

c) Merry berries 

1. Skimmia japonica 

2. Cotoneaster conspicuous 

3. Aucuba japonica 

4. Iris foetidissima 

 

d) Festive garden flowering 

1. Primula vulgaris 

2. Helleborus niger 

3. Erica carnea 

4. Cyclamen coum 

 

e) Barking twiggy delights 

1. Acer griseum 

2. Betula utilis 

3. Rubus cockburnianus 

4. Cornus stolonifera 

 

f) Xmas bloomers 

1. Camellia sasanqua 

2. Hamamelis japonica 

3. Jasminium nudiflorum 

4. Clematis cirrhosa 

 

The winner was Gill Perry.  Congratulations an 

appropriate prize on its way to her.  Thank you also 

to Russell Ball for questioning the spelling of one of 

the answers. 

                          Happy gardening. 

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Short Walks in and Around Thorverton: Walk 11 (Silverton) 

 

I am conscious that many of us venture across to Silverton (perhaps to stock up with chocolate on a Sunday 

afternoon), but probably don’t very often take the time to walk around the village. This walk encourages you to do 

so, taking the time to look at the wide range of buildings.  You may well want to purchase a copy of “A Walk 

Around Silverton”, as I did.  It is available from the shop and gives a good guide to the buildings.  I am indebted to 

it for any mention of buildings in my text below. 

 

Start in The Square.  I suggest that you start outside the Spar shop and take the path almost opposite towards the 

church. 

 

Take the path just near to a small building now used as a store, but once the 

home of the Silverton Fire Engine, purchased after a large fire in 1837 which 

destroyed more than 40 properties.  The horse-drawn engine, which required as 

many as 22 men to operate it, is now in the Museum of Mid-Devon Life in 

Tiverton.  Walk through the churchyard, keeping the church on your left and 

then swinging left to exit the churchyard onto School Road. 

 

Walk left back to the square and then turn right into Fore Street.  Fore Street has 

many interesting buildings and also a leat running down the side of the street, 

which once supplied the Silverton Fire Engine with water.  The houses on the 

right hand side are 

medieval hall 

houses, originally 

with just a ground 

floor, but now with 

upper storeys and 

outside chimneys. 

 

Carry on along Fore Street passing amongst other fine 

buildings, Silverton House, which was the one-time 

home of Dr Hederman who ran his surgery there for 

forty years until 1967. 

 

Turn left immediately after the Lamb Inn into King 

Street.  Apparently this was once known as Back Lane. 

Many Devon villages had a Fore Street where traders 

and wealthy people lived and a Back Lane, where the 

servants and agricultural labourers lived.   Wind your 

way along King Street to the junction with the Tiverton 

Road.   

 

Turn left and return to The Square, then taking the right 

fork to go down Exeter Road towards the Three Tuns 

Inn.  At the end of the village, turn left and after 200 

yards straight over a crossroads by Newcourt 

Farmhouse to come back towards the church.  Turn left 

along Church Road and then right at Newcourt Road for 

100 yards back to The Square. 

 

Photos are by Dave Kelly (Church - top right), Sarah 

Charlesworth (Pink Cottage – above left) and Rod 

Alday (40 Fore Street - right). 

 

Neville Lane 



Focus on Thorverton 28 Vol. 47 No.2 – February 2016 

 

Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  
Royston Kershaw   For general enquiries re Thorverton Church matters, in particular weddings, funeral 
and baptisms, please contact Royston Kershaw preferably by email: royston@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk      

Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Church Wardens   Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
      Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church Choir                         Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)   Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:  Thorverton/Silverton : Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                      By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861228 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe  
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Marian Beresford 01363 866112 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
       Secretary: Annette Emanuel, Treasurer: Carol Pearn 860653. 

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
   Secretary: vacancy,  web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:royston@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, Vice Chair: Bob   
                              Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: last 

                              Tuesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-members welcome. 
 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 Meet Fridays during 
   term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle              Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             
                                            Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9am-11.45am &12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. 

 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs JON WRIDE, LYNNE ANDERSON, AMANDA HALL,  

JO HARRIS & ELIZABETH SAUNDERS 

 

We are pleased to welcome two additional GPs, Dr Emma Ziegler and Dr Lara Worsley, who will 

join our team from January 2016 
 

Main telephone number: 03333 442 988 www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
Newcombes 

CREDITON EX17 2AR 

01363 772263 

The Surgery, The Berry 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT 

01392 860273 

The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

01392 860176 

 

Opening times 

 

 Crediton Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

Tuesday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday 08:30 – 18:00 07:30 – 17:00 Closed 

Thursday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Friday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

 

GPs on duty 

Crediton 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

AM Dr Harris 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Harris 
Dr Hall 
 

Dr Wride 
Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Anderson 
Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Dr Hall 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

PM Dr Harris 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Harris 
Dr Hall 

Dr Wride 
Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Anderson 
Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Dr Hall 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Thorverton 

AM  Dr Anderson Dr Anderson Dr Ziegler  

PM Dr Anderson Dr Anderson  Dr Ziegler Dr Wride 

Silverton 

AM Dr Anderson    Dr Wride 

PM      

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 111.  

Early surgery on Wednesday in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our in-

house dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk.  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit\debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions 
 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

We are now accepting new patients 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

We are currently accepting new patients and are happy to consider patients  

from out of  the area 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick 
Keysell 

Dr Jeff Solman (GP 
Trainee) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

Thursday  09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies only 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if 
you prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00.   Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 

Dispensary hours:  
Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00.  Friday 08.30 - 17:00. 

There is now no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

On-line appointment booking  

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2016 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy.      b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy. 

   

 February 8
th
 and 22

nd
      February 1

st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
  

 March 2
nd

 and 21
st
      March 14

th
 and 30

th
 (Wed.) 

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates: 11 Feb, 10 March, 7 April,  5 May,  2 & 30 June,  28 July,  25 August, 22 Sept, 20 Oct, 17 Nov, 15 Dec. 

 

Flag Flying days in February 
6

th
 Anniversary of Her Majesty’s Accession  

 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2016 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

FEBRUARY 

Mon 1
st
  CPR Training and Defibrillator Awareness, Memorial Hall, sessions at 5.00pm and 7.15pm 

Fri 5
th
   Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church, 10.30 till noon. 

Curry Evening at Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7 pm. Speaker: Tracey Elliot-Reep. 

Tues 9
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 11
th
  Thorverton Ladies’ Group at Beryl Grace's, Moss Bank, School Lane, 7.30pm. 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Mon 15
th
  Upton Pyne and District Garden Club, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.30pm. 

Sat 20
th
  Seed Share at the Old Town Hall, Crediton High Street from 11am to 2pm. 

Sun 21
st
  Family Service at Thorverton Parish Church. Open from 9.30, service begins at 10 am. 

Fri 26
th
 History Soc. John Lowe – The Boys (The story of 4 of the 55,500 airmen who never came home, 

WI Hut, 7.30pm. 

 

MARCH 

Tues 1
st
  Ladies’ Fashion Show in aid of Thorverton Pre-School, Memorial Hall. 7.30pm. 

Wed 2
nd

  Focus AGM, Baptist Church, 7.30pm 

Lent Table Talk, Memorial Hall, Thorverton, at 7.00pm 

Fri 4
th
   Women’s World Day of Prayer, Thorverton Parish Church, 11.00am, followed by soup lunch. 

Sat 5
th
   Newton St Cyres Tennis Club Junior Open Day for children aged 6 to 17.  See inside for details. 

Tues 8
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Wed 16
th
 Using Digital Technology, Memorial Hall, 7.00pm 

Thurs 17
th
  Music & Comedy with Mervyn Stutter, Fursdon Coach Hall. 7,30pm. 

Fri 25
th 

            History Society, No meeting – Good Friday 

  
APRIL 

Fri 22
nd

            History Society, Denise Melhuish - Killerton and the Aclands, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

Sat 23
rd

  Garden Club Spring Show 

  
MAY 

Sat 7
th
   Cadbury Fun Run at Fursdon. 

Tue 10
th
 to Sat 14

th
  East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church. 10.00am to 8.30pm (4.30pm close on Sat.) 

Fri 27
th
             History Society, Amyas Crump – A Day Out - At the Seaside? WI Hut 7:30 pm 

  
 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

