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Editorial 
Here I am at my desk at work trying to think what I 

can write by way of an editorial over my lunch 

break.  It used to be known as a lunch hour when I 

started work almost forty years ago, but now it is 

rarely as long as an hour for me.  I am sorry if this 

idea of me writing while at work shatters the illusion 

of those of you who thought that being Focus editor 

was actually my job; I do get some surprised callers 

who phone during the day expecting me to be with 

my Focus hat on. 

  

The defibrillator, which we were able to say had been 

obtained last month, is now in place on the wall 

outside Parkers and a good few of us received some 

training, although one of the central messages to 

come out of this was that training is actually 

unnecessary and the machine is simple enough to use 

without any training.  We were strongly urged not to 

be afraid, but that it was far better to do something 

rather than do nothing.  Nevertheless, good though it 

is to have the defibrillator in the village, let us hope 

that we never need it. 

  

Another piece of good news is that we have received 

confirmation that we have secured Viridor funding 

for play and exercise equipment at the Rec.  This is 

excellent and should really improve the facilities at 

the Rec.  I look forward to seeing the equipment in 

place this summer and will keep you up to date with 

progress in Focus.  While we cannot take too much 

credit, this was another small example of Focus 

being able to provide some funding to help, in this 

case to draw down the Viridor funding.  

 

I have been delighted with the way in which we have 

been able to provide funds from Focus to help a 

number of initiatives over the past few years.  

2015/16 was a particularly good year in this respect 

and I have included some analysis of this under the 

eye-catching title “Focus AGM” on page 20.  This 

also encourages attendance at the AGM.  Focus 

funds are likely to be in slightly shorter supply over 

the next year partly because the funding that we were 

able to provide in 2015/16 was largely using up our 

surplus built up over the past few years, and partly 

because sales of Focus and the number of advertisers 

has fallen a little.  We may be in an increasingly 

digital age, but I do hope that you will buy hard 

copies of Focus and encourage others to do so 

because with the cost of printer ink I am pretty sure 

that you could not run off the magazine from the 

internet for less than 40p (even if you can find it!). 

  

In last month’s edition I included, as a space filler, a 

photo of some frogs and frogspawn in our pond, 

taken a few years ago. (It is probably as well that I 

am telling you what the photo was of because it was 

not so easy to see in print.) I asked where the first 

frogspawn in the village would be recorded.  Well, I 

await anyone being able to beat this, but the Lane 

pond - all 6 square metres of it – had its first 

frogspawn on the night of 31 January/1 February this 

year.  This didn’t quite herald the arrival of spring, 

rather a damp and at times cold spell, but I sense 

spring on its way now. 
   

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 From Royston Kershaw Churchwarden 

 

On behalf of Thorverton Parish Church I would like 

to acknowledge recent donations to the Church 

Fabric Fund. In particular, the family of the late 

Hugh Crowle have donated the collection from his 

funeral, which was nearly £400, to the Church in his 

memory. The PCC is very grateful for this, and for 

another recent and substantial (anonymous) donation 

to the Fabric Fund. These, together with grants from 

the Devon Historic Churches Trust and the Leonard 

Trust (for which we are also very grateful) should 

enable us to repair the crumbling church parapet this 

year.  

  

However, once this work is completed the Fund will 

be empty and there is more urgent work which needs 

to be done. I have an estimate from the Church 

Architect for repairs to the North Transept, the Lady 

Chapel arch, and several stained glass windows 

which amounts to £25,000. We are also soon likely to 

need a new heating system and there are several other 

matters which will need funding in the next few 

years. I will of course apply for grants for this work, 

but grant awarding bodies usually expect the local 

community to make a contribution before they do so 

themselves and I don’t think it unreasonable to ask 

the wider village community to contribute to the 

upkeep of the building. The church congregation is 

finding it difficult enough to meet all its obligations 

excluding the building. We cannot maintain the 

building on our own. It is worth noting that 

neighbouring villages are supporting their church in 

this way. 

  

So may I use your columns to launch an appeal for 

the PCC Fabric Fund, please? All monies donated 

will be placed in a restricted fund and used solely to 

maintain the building. Our Treasurer, Jean Brown, 

will be pleased to receive contributions. 

  

Thank you very much 

   

PS  As I write on 13 Feb we are currently re-

advertising for a Rector for the Netherexe Parishes in 

the Church Times and on the Diocesan Website. We 

hope to interview applicants in mid March. 

 

From Doreen Beer of Broadlands 

 

In memory of my dear friend Gwen (nee Fry) 

Malpas, 1936-2016 

 

Gwen Fry was born in Thorverton, went to the 

village school and joined the Church choir, where we 

both sang side by side for many years; she had a 

lovely voice. 

 

Mr Stamper was our organist and choirmaster then 

and at practice we had to choose a hymn and sing the 

second verse as a solo.  Gwen’s choice was often 

“Lord thy word abideth” (243 A&M). 

 

Gwen and I travelled to work together on the train to 

join the staff of Eastmond & Son, now Banburys.  

We spent our half days off and weekends together, 

walking Dinneford meadow, Hulk Lane, out to the 

common, laughing, talking (we never stopped), as we 

went. 

 

I would often wash and set her hair and then Gwen 

would play the piano and we would sing together, we 

also took in the latest films at the Tivoli cinema.  

There were many dances here in the village in those 

days with great dance bands such as the “Skylarks”.  

I never hear music from “The Merry Widow” without 

picturing Gwen and I whirling around in our emerald 

and turquoise taffeta dresses. 

 

When Wilf and I were married in Thorverton church 

Gwen was one of our bridesmaids.  After her 

marriage Gwen moved away to Cricket-St Thomas, 

but we always kept in touch. 

 

Gwen’s first marriage broke up; but she married 

again and had a really happy 22 years with Sid 

Malpas until he died.  They were living in Bridport at 

that time where I used to go up and stay with her and 

we would go off for a day in Dorchester, Weymouth 

etc. 

 

After we both lost our husbands we went on coach 

tours together, York and Lincolnshire, Eastbourne, 

Rye, Newquay and Whitby, we made friends with 

some lovely people.  Gwen was that sort of person, 

generous, kind, honest and above all a true Christian, 

she loved going to church and singing was a joy to 

her. 

 

Unfortunately Gwen had to spend her last days in a 

nursing home near Dorchester where she passed 

away on January 19
th
 2016. 

 

I never had any brothers or sisters; but Gwen was as 

good as a sister to me and will be missed more than 

words can say. 

 

God bless you dear Gwen, I hope you have found 

your rich singing voice again and know how much 

you meant to all who knew you. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council (PC) meeting  

held on 09/02/2016.  The full set of draft Minutes can be viewed on the  

notice board in School Lane.  The next meeting will take place on  

March 8
th
 2016, at 7.30pm, in the Memorial Hall and all are welcome.  

Alison Marshall – Clerk.  Tel 01392 861228 E-mail 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

   

Planning matters – information received up to and including the date of the meeting: 

*You can view planning applications, decisions, and documentation at: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

 15/01955/TPO reduce the height by 3m of 1 oak tree at 31 The Glebe, Thorverton. Permission granted. 

 15/01919/FULL installation of replacement windows and doors, erection of slate roof over existing lean to 

and demolition of timber lean-to at Harefields, Jericho Street, Thorverton. Certificate of Lawful Use given. 

 16/00204/Full erection of garage following removal of existing garage at Fair Oak, Thorverton. The PC 

resolved to pass no observation on this application.  

Recreation Ground Grant Funding 

The PC is delighted to announce that the grant funding application to Viridor Credits of £18,136.54 has been 

agreed in full to enable the planned re-fresh of the Recreation Ground to go ahead this spring. A new roundabout, 

table tennis table and three pieces of outdoor gym equipment will be purchased and a wildlife garden will be 

created for all to enjoy. Volunteers will be invited to help with the wildlife garden and more information on this 

will be printed in next month’s Focus. A stand up see-saw will also be purchased from secured MDDC grant 

funding.  

 

Silver Street road closure 

This road closure has now been postponed until March 13
th
 2016 and a map showing the diversion route – to 

exclude the closed Hulke Lane this time – will be published by DCC Highways shortly. 

 

Village Defibrillator 

The defibrillator is now ready for use and is situated outside of Parkers Insurance in The Bury and the PC will 

shortly be adopting this equipment. A very pleasing 53 people attended the recent training. Maggie Dunlop has 

been thanked by the PC for all her hard work which enabled the project to be fulfilled.  

 

The Queens 90
th

 Birthday Celebrations – lighting of a village Beacon 

The PC is to consider lighting a village beacon to celebrate The Queens 90
th
 Birthday on April 21

st
 this year – a 

date for your diary. Full details will be announced after further discussion at the PC’s March meeting. 

 

Best Kept Village competition 

Cllr David Waldron is looking into the possibility of Thorverton entering into this event this year. If you have any 

comments on this or would like to be involved in the project please let me or Cllr Waldron know. 

 

Dog bin in Jericho Street 

The PC have requested that MDDC supply a dog bin at the top of Jericho Street due to the increased dog fouling 

seen in the area. If you have a dog please remember to pick up after it so as to keep the village clean and safe. 

 

Allotments for rent 

There is currently a village Allotment for rent at £10 for the year (plus a £25 refundable deposit) so if you want a 

go at growing your own fruit, veg or flowers just get in touch with me to find out more.  

 

Court Barton 

A resident has informed the PC that Developers have now been chosen to build the long awaited houses and that 

Contracts are currently being drawn up by Solicitors. We hope to hear more on this very soon.  

 

Current Thorverton Parish Councillors: Stuart Crang (Chairman), Janet Wills (Vice Chairman), David Waldron,  

John Spivey, Graham Sims, Neville Lane, John Hodge, Robert Turner and Nick Bright. 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 
 

  

AGM 

 

The Memorial Hall Trust AGM will be held in the 

hall on Monday 21 March, 7.30 p.m.  This is your 

opportunity to tell the committee what you think of 

the hall and its programme of events – good or bad.  

Please do come along and have your say. ALL 

WELCOME. 

 

Burns night 

 

Sarah Addicott would like to thank everyone who 

helped her make the Burns Night such a success, 

especially all the people who bought tickets and came 

along, joined in, and made it such a lovely evening. 

Thank you to those who said how much they enjoyed 

it. Special thanks to all the ladies who, unseen, did a 

sterling job in the kitchen.  Thanks again everyone. 

 

Calendar of events in the hall in 2016 

 

The hall committee is planning a programme of more 

exciting events through the year.  Make a note of the 

dates in your diary and keep an eye open for further 

information later. 

 

 

SATURDAY 19 MARCH 

EASTER MEAT BINGO 
Doors open 7.00, Eyes down 7.30 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 25 JUNE 

007 SUMMER BALL 
 

 
SATURDAY 16 JULY  

Thorverton fun day 

All the fun of the fair 11.00 – 5.00 follow by a 

children’s disco 

 

 

SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER 

HALLOWEEN DANCE 
Fancy dress 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 

 
Bric-a-brac for Saturday Market Stall 

 

Contact Peter Mason 860727 

 
All proceeds from this stall go to Memorial Hall 

funds 

 

 

 

Memorial Hall website  

The hall website can be found at 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk.  If you wish to 

make a booking, see above. 

 

 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Notice Board  

TCT LTD NEWSAGENTS/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, newspapers, 

magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials,  

health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, laundry 

service, photocopying 

– service with a smile! 

 

EASY PARKING  

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 

MOTHER’S DAY and EASTER cards 

now in stock 

 

THORVERTON  CO-OPERATIVE 

TRUST  LTD 

is a community-owned and run organisation that 

provides premises, pays overheads for and generally 

sustains our post office enabling it to continue as a 

vital amenity for the local area. 

It is supported by subscription-paying members: £10 

per person per annum. Please ask at the post office or 

contact the Company Secretary 01392 860419 if you 

would like to help us further by becoming a member. 

This support is vital to keeping the business afloat. 

 
Sun Mar 20

th 
9.30 am 

PALM SUNDAY 

 

SUNG MATTINS 

Thorverton Parish Church 

 

This will be a traditional-style, BCP, 

morning-prayer service, with readings, 

prayers and choral music sung by 

Thorverton Church Choir.                                                     

Refreshments will be served afterwards. 

You are all very welcome. 

 

 

 

THORVERTON CHURCH 

CHOIR     ♫ 
  

Thorverton Church Choir Practices  
  

Thursdays 7.45 – 9.00pm at Thorverton Church 

 Mar 3, 17, 23(Wed), 31   Apr 14, 28   May 12, 

26 

   

Thorverton Church Sunday Services with 

choir 
  

March 6th   FAMILY SERVICE   9.30 for 10.00       

MOTHERING SUNDAY 

 

Mar  20th   SUNG MATTINS     9.30 start                       

PALM SUNDAY 

 

Mar  27th  FAMILY COMMUNION  9.30 start     

EASTER SUNDAY 

 

Apr    3rd   COMMUNION SERVICE  9.30 start 

 

Apr   17th   FAMILY SERVICE    9.30 for 10.00 

 

May  1st    COMMUNION SERVICE  9.30 start 

 

Mar 15th   FAMILY SERVICE     9.30 for 10.00 

 

New members are always very welcome at 

any time  
  

We sing a very wide range of music at a mix of 

traditional services and more contemporary 

worship. All ages and abilities are welcome.  

You can read more about us online at :  
 
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 
  

Please contact: 

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

  

 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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Ladies’ Fashion Show 
 

Tuesday 1st March at the Memorial Hall 
 

Doors will open at 7.00 and the show will start 
at 7.30pm. 

 

Ladies, please support Thorverton Pre-School by 
attending a Fashion Show, with local models. 

Travelling Trends will be hosting this show and 
will sell brand name garments at bargain prices. 

Clothes can be tried on, purchased and taken 
home on the night and you can pay by cash and 
most major credit and debit cards. There will be 

a raffle and the bar will be open.  
Tickets must be bought in advance at £5 each  
from Sandra Keyte on 01392 860322, direct 
from Pre-school on 01392 861707, from any 

Pre-School Committee Member or at the 
Thorverton Saturday Market in February.   

All proceeds will go to the Pre-school. 
 

 

 

FOCUS ON THORVERTON 

  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

  

BAPTIST CHAPEL SCHOOLROOM 

  

WEDNESDAY 2
nd

 MARCH 2016 

  7:30pm  

 
To include: 

Reports 

Election of officers 

Disbursements 

Proposals 

  

  

All Thorverton organisation reps have a voting 

right at the AGM. 

  

Anyone can attend the meeting. 

 

We look forward to seeing you. 
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THORVERTON MEMORIAL 

HALL 

 

 AGM 

 
The Memorial Hall Trust AGM will be 

held in the hall on 

 

Monday 21 March, 7.30 p.m. 

 

This is your opportunity to tell the  

committee what you think of the hall and 

its programme of events – good or bad.  

Please do come along and have your say. 

ALL WELCOME. 
 

THORVERTON CHURCH  

 

REFRESHMENTS for THE ARTS 

FESTIVAL  10
th

 –14
th
 MAY 

 
We are now starting to plan for the catering that is 

provided in Church during the Arts Festival. 

As in other years this is helped by the donations we 

get, beforehand, that enables us to begin purchasing 

and making food. 

 

If you are donating MONEY this can be given to 

Marg Maynard, 3 Bullen St. ( 860661 ) either as cash 

or a cheque ( made payable to Thoverton PCC )  

 

 Donations of produce, either given now, or to be 

baked during Church week, can be given/pledged to 

Felicity Cashmore 27, The Glebe.  ( 860053 )   

 

Other queries to Tina Ayre  860434, Many thanks. 

 

Thorverton Parish Council – 

Allotments for rent 
The Parish Council has Allotments in the 

village for rent at a cost of £10 per year each 

(plus a £25 refundable deposit) so if you are 

interested in extending your garden or having 

a go at growing your own fruit, veg and 

flowers please contact the Clerk Alison 

Marshall on Thorverton 861228 or 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com for more 

information.  

 

 

 
 

Did you know, by 6
th

 April 2016, all dogs in 

the UK must be microchipped by law? 

 
The Microchipping of Dogs (England) Regulations 

2015 requires all dogs over the age of 8 weeks of age 

to be fitted with a microchip from 6
th
 April 2016. In 

order to be compliant the microchip must be correctly 

registered with the keeper’s contact details. 

 

Jumble Sale 
Upton Pyne Village 

Hall 

SATURDAY 5th 

March 

2 – 4pm 
(items to the hall 10am – 

12noon) 

refreshments 
Friends of Upton Pyne   -  helping 

to maintain our village church 

 

The Welcome Cafe 
 

will open again  
 

on March 7th at 2.30pm 
 

Open every Monday  

(except Bank Holidays) 
 

Eggs For Sale 

 

at Ratcliffe Farm gate 

 

£1.25/half dozen 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Bluebell Walk 
At Byway Farm (on the road to 

Bickleigh Castle) 

 

On Saturday 23rd April 

Starts at 2.00pm 

 
Free, but donations to Children’s Hospice 

South West welcomed 

Refreshments 

 
[This walk will also be featured in Short 
Walks in and Around Thorverton for April   

 

SENIORS’ LUNCHES 
at the 

THORVERTON ARMS 

12 noon on alternate Tuesdays* £5 

includes two courses and tea or coffee 

ALL OVER 55s WELCOME 

March 8thand22nd 

April 5th and 19th 

May 3rd, 17th and 31st 

 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 
 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in the area.  If you 

require transport contact one of the drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice as possible.  If you use 

the service a realistic donation towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  Payment is paid direct to the 

driver who issues a receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and 

cannot be expected to turn out on every occasion, although they will do their best.   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571.   

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  
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Upton Pyne and District Garden Club 

 
Chairman Mrs June Nicks; Show secretary Mrs Chris Grundy, tel: 851970 

 

FLOWER SHOW 
  

SATURDAY APRIL 23rd 2016 

 

Upton Pyne village hall,  2.00 to 4.00 pm 

 

Free entry, teas and cakes, raffle.  Entries to be brought in the morning between 10.00 and 12.00  

 

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 

 

Please read the schedule carefully and make sure that your entries match the description. Only one entry 

in each class.  

 

1. Daffodils or narcissi, 5 cut blooms in a vase, can be mixed. 

2. 3 tulips in a vase 

3. Collection of spring flowers in a bowl or vase 

4. One stem each of three different foliage shrubs, maximum width  18 inches and height 24 inches 

5. One potted flowering plant - section a indoor, section b outdoor 

6. One flowering head of a rhododendron in a container 

7. Single camellia in a container 

8. Table centre decoration, may include non-plant material, 12”  overall 

9. One stem each of three flowering shrubs, maximum width 18 inches and height 24 inches 

10. One stem or branch of a flowering shrub or climber 

11. Spray or small bunch of flowers to be judged for scent 

12. Single stem of any flower or plant, indoor or outdoor, not already in other classes 

13. Cactus or succulent  

14. A miniature arrangement, maximum overall size 4.5 inches 

15. Arrangement of fresh flowers in an unusual container 

16. “St George’s Day” - theme for a composition in which accessories may be used, maximum size 24” 

overall 

17.  Children’s entry: a dragon made out of vegetable matter 

 

HOMECRAFT CLASSES 

18  Bakewell tart - own recipe 

19  chilli chutney 

20  Children’s entry  - cheese straws, your own recipe, three tied   together 

 

  PHOTOGRAPHY CLASSES 

Maximum size of entry A5 - approx. 6 x 8 inches including mount. No framed photos please. 

21 Adult - Sunset 

22  Children’s entry - picture or photograph of a dragon 
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Church Services and News 
MARCH 2016 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Friday 4 March 2016 Women’s World Day of Prayer    

 

11:00 am  Service for Women’s World Day of Prayer  Thorverton  Lay Led  

 Followed by Lunch  

 

Sunday 6 March 2016 Sunday Lent 4 & Mothering Sunday   

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

09:30 am  Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Huxham M Hall  

09:30 am  Open Church followed by  Thorverton   

10:00 am Family Service   Thorverton Lay Led 
   Joint with Baptist Church  

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Cadbury                                         B Dugmore   

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon Lay Led 

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe Lay Led  

05:30 pm Choral Evening Song with Heritage Singers  Poltimore  M Shaw 

 

Sunday 13 March 2016 Lent 5 

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Open Church   Thorverton       

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon   

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

 

Sunday 20 March 2016 Palm Sunday  

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   A Geering   

09:30 am Mattins [Sung]  [BCP] Thorverton  Lay Led  

10:00 am  Holy Communion [C] Cadbury SS 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore B Ardill 

10:15 am  Joint Service including Walk of Witness Stoke Canon Chapel    Joint with Stoke Canon Church   MSS 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C]  Stoke Canon Joint with Stoke Canon Chapel     Lay Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  Newton St Cyres   

Thursday 24 March 2016 Maundy Thursday Mission Community Service 

07:00 pm Holy Communion Within a simple meal    [C] Stoke Canon HW & LF 

07:00 pm Holy Communion  Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF   

 

Friday 25 March 2016 Good Friday 

09:30 am Service of Readings & Reflections  Thorverton                                   G Sheppard 

10:00 am Stations of the Cross  Cadbury                                        P Colebrook 

10:00 am All Age Worship   Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:15 am Meditative Service   Rewe LF 

12:00 pm Good Friday Liturgy  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

03:30 pm Good Friday Worship  Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

 

Sunday 27 March 2016 Easter Day   

09:30 am Easter Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres                             C Edwards 

09:30 am  Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  D Francis  

10:00 am  Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  MSS 

10:00 am  Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury SS 

10:00 am Coffe, Cake & Company  Poltimore  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C      Upton Pyne  Joint Service with Brampford Speke D James 

03:30 pm Evensong [BCP] Netherexe   B Ardill 

05:30 pm Holy Communion   [C] Huxham  MSS 

 Followed by Easter Egg Hunt  
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: No Collective School Worship Monday 28 March & 4 April at Stoke Canon Church  [Easter break]  

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

 Vacancy    Rector    

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

 
 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
Easter is Early This Year  
“Easter is early this year”. Something I have heard 

often in 2016. This year Easter Sunday is on 27
th
 

March, the same weekend as the clocks change. 

Easter falls on the first Sunday following the first full 

moon after the vernal equinox around 21st March. 

This means it can fall on any Sunday between 22
nd

 

March and 25
th
 April.  

Special days – birthdays, anniversaries, Christmas - 

mark out our years but these are always on the same 

day. We are never sure when Easter will be. When 

Easter falls affects us all. It affects when the school 

holidays are set; whether we might go on holiday if 

the weather will be good enough. Our birthday or 

wedding anniversary is on Easter weekend some 

years and not others. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev Justin 

Welby, has suggested Easter should fall on the same 

Sunday every year. He has said that Anglican leaders 

will join discussions with other church leaders to fix 

the date of Easter for the first time in the churches’ 

history. Many Orthodox churches base their Easter 

date on the Julian calendar, which differs from the 

Gregorian calendar that is used by many western 

countries such as ours. The Coptic Easter falls on 1
st
 

May this year and can vary from the main western 

date by up to five weeks. The leader of the Coptic 

Orthodox Church in the UK, Bishop Angaelos, said it 

would be a powerful demonstration of Christian unity 

if it could be achieved. He has a point – wouldn’t it 

be nice to see the Christian church agree on 

something as important as when to celebrate Easter? 

What do you think? It’s great if you have children – 

being able to plan for that time of year in advance. 

Perhaps you think it will be a pity to see the loss of 

fixing Easter in the traditional way. The Archbishop 

was at pains to point out that it is not something that 

is going to happen very soon – possibly it could take 

ten years to change.  

I wonder, if like me, you have noticed how there are 

more and more things in the shops to celebrate 

Easter? There are now Easter decorations, crackers 

and they are in the shops so soon after Christmas!  

You can argue that Christmas has become very 

commercialised; all about buying gifts and eating and 

drinking. Yet our churches are the most full over 

Christmas and knowing just when Christmas is 

coming allows us the opportunity to celebrate it at 

church and in our homes. It is a great opportunity for 

families to come together and to show our love for 

one another.  

Yet Christmas is only the beginning. Easter is the 

culmination of the message of hope that begins at 

Christmas. If the date is set, we have another 

opportunity to make plans, to reach out, to organise 

time with our friends and our families; to share the 

love of God. 

Change might not always be welcome but it is always 

an opportunity. Easter has always seemed the poorer 

relation of Christmas yet it should be the reverse. 

Perhaps we will now have the chance to change that 

and as the holiday focuses on a set weekend to ensure 

that as a part of that change the gift of new life in 

Christ is the centre of the celebration.   

 Laura Ford 

LENT TABLE TALK 
 

This year, during Lent, there will be a series of 5  
“Table Talk” sessions to which everyone in the 

Mission Community is invited. 
These will be stand alone events that you can 

turn up to whenever you can and for as long as 
you want to. Attend just one session, all of them, 

or as many as you like. 
The sessions will be very informal and are 

intended to bring people together in a warm, 
supportive and relaxing environment to discuss 

topical issues.   
To stimulate conversation there will be “Table 

Talk” cards available. 
At each session there will be refreshments and the 

dates and times are as follows: 
 

Wednesdays: 
2 March 7:00 pm Memorial Hall, Thorverton 
9 March 7:00 pm Bridge Centre, Stoke Canon 

16 March 7:00 pm Bridge Centre, Stoke Canon 
 

We hope that you will be able to find a little 
time to come and join us one evening. 
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Baptist Church  
 

"Why are you downcast, O my soul?  Why so 

disturbed within me?" (See Psalms 42 and 43) 

 

According to official statistics, one in four people in 

the United Kingdom will be affected in their life by 

mental illness.  Although this issue is receiving a 

great deal of publicity at the moment, it is  not new.  

Some four hundred years ago, Shakespeare portrayed 

his character Lady Macbeth as suffering from an 

acute mental problem.  "Out, damned spot, out I say" 

she would mutter as she sleepwalked.  Her physician 

and lady-in-waiting observe her as she continues 

to scrub her hands.  "What!  Will these hands 

ne'er be clean?"  Guilty of foul murder, she has 

blood on her hands and is trying in vain to get rid 

of it.  Her husband realises the extent of her 

mental anguish and speaks in desperation to the 

doctor: 

 

Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased, 

Pluck out the memory and rooted sorrow, 

Raze out the written troubles of the brain, 

And with some sweet oblivious antidote 

Cleanse the stuffed bosom of that perilous stuff 

Which weighs upon the heart? 

 

To "minister to a mind diseased" remains one of 

our society's most pressing needs.  As it was some 

three thousand years ago when our psalmist 

poured out his anguish.  He was obviously 

seriously depressed.  Like most of the authors of 

the psalms, he doesn't beat about the bush.  He 

gives vent to his feelings in frank and honest 

terms.  He gets it all off his chest. 

 

Next, he makes himself think.  He reasons about 

his situation.  He asks himself searching 

questions.  Why does he feel as he does? 

 

And finally, he finds some hope for the future as 

he pulls himself together. 

 

He seems to be in exile, cut off from the Temple 

in Jerusalem where he had often taken a leading 

role in worship.  This protracted absence from 

God's house leads to an impression that God has 

forsaken him.  His entourage add to his distress as 

they mock him: "Where is your God?"  He 

observes the cascading waterfalls sweeping down 

from the lofty Mount Hermon and feels that he 

too is going under the waves, overwhelmed by the 

raging flood.  He needs a rock to cling on to.  But 

he feels that God has let him down.  Where is 

God when you need him?  What had happened to 

God the Rock? As one commentator has it, God 

seems to be like the rock of Atlantis in the legend - 

he has sunk without trace. 

 

And then, there is a glimmer of hope.  He reminds 

himself of what it was like in the past to be part of a 

vibrant, worshipping community.  He recalls with a 

thrill his past  participation in the praise of God's 

people.  So perhaps his present misery is only 

temporary.  Then there is too his personal experience 

of God's grace, God with whom he communed 

personally, who gave him songs in the night.  These 

memories give him hope for the future.  It could 

happen again.  Why should it not happen again?  He 
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determines that he will go again to the altar of God 

and he will praise him with the harp. 

 

 

And so a depressed person receives help and comfort 

from his faith in God. 

 

An astonishing claim is made by Professor Andrew 

Sims, a former President of the Royal College of 

Psychiatrists, in his book "Is Faith Delusional?"  He 

points to "a vast volume of research" to back up this 

conclusion: 

 

" The advantageous effect of religious belief and 

spirituality on mental and physical health is one of 

the best-kept secrets in psychiatry and medicine 

generally." 

 

 

Maurice Harrison 

 
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
Open Door 

Problem?  Need to share?  Prayer request?  If you 
need a sympathetic listening ear, the Chapel is open 
every Thursday between 10 am and 12 noon when 

Rev. Maurice Harrison will be available to meet you.   
Please come in by the side entrance. 

01392 966861 

 

 

Winter Party 
A Winter Party was arranged in the Memorial Hall 

on Sunday,31st January 2016 attended by 45 

Residents from Raddon and Thorverton. 

 

A lunch of various hot pies & quiches was provided, 

supported by salads and puddings brought by 

everyone to share. It was a very happy occasion and 

enjoyed by all. 

 

It was lovely that new neighbours were able to meet 

other people living in Thorverton and Raddon 

residents were able to meet up with old friends. 

 

In addition we raised £100 for the ‘Defibrillator Fund 

for Thorverton’ and a cheque was given to Maggie 

Dunlop, the organiser, on the day of the lunch. 

 

We all agreed that having a good time and also 

making money for a good cause is a good 

combination. 

Thank you again to everyone who came along. 

Jane Peyton-Jones and Pat Jones 

Raddon Residents
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 

Boney, St Helena and a bit of Ascension – 

Robin Blyth-Lord  (pictured) 

 
The evening started with our AGM and once that was 

over, society member Robin gave a very amusing 

talk on Napoleon (Boney). 

 

On 18/06/1815 Napoleon was defeated at Waterloo 

so he returned to Paris. He did this so rapidly that he 

arrived well ahead of his army and the government 

were not impressed. Joseph Fouche saw that his 

future would not lie with Boney so he suggested that 

he should abdicate and go off to America. His son 

would be put up to succeed him. 

 

Napoleon was a charismatic man, a charmer who 

stood at 5ft 8 inches tall. He was an ambitious man 

who rose up through the ranks but he committed 

many war crimes. He decided he should leave the 

country so Louis 18
th
 is informed and passports are 

ordered for Napoleon and his entourage who are to 

accompany him. 

 

The entourage convey is over a mile long and they 

head for Rochefort in south west France. However, 

Rochefort is being blockaded by the British navy so 

the French stay in port. The blockade consists of only 

one ship, the HMS Bellerphone with Captain 

Maitland in charge. Passports for Napoleon and his 

entourage have failed to arrive so a meeting is 

arranged with the British. Captain Maitland wants to 

take him back to Britain as they are still at war so 

Napoleon surrenders to Maitland and hands over his 

sword. He meets Maitland’s wife and finds her 

attractive, despite previously believing all British 

women to be ugly. 

 

A second British ship arrives to help transport the 

entourage followed by Admiral Hotham in the 

flagship. Napoleon is invited to the flagship for 

dinner which is served on Napoleons rather grand 

plates. They set sail and get to Brixham where they 

are met by small boats crewed my local traders who 

try to sell them provisions such as fish, meat and 

bread. Word gets out that Napoleon is on board and 

this attracts much attention. A message is dispatched 

to London to ask what to do but as there is so much 

interest Maitland heads to Plymouth but they are 

already aware of Napoleons presence and many 

wished to see the Emperor. Napoleon made use of his 

audience and played to the gallery as there were 

many sympathizers. 

 

Back in London the Lords of the Admiralty decide he 

should be sent to St Helena, an inhospitable place in 

the South Atlantic. His great entourage is reduced to 

just 24 people and they set off on HMS 

Northumberland with a Dr Barry O’Meara who is to 

be Boney’s physician. An accompanying frigate had 

to sent back to collect the wine they had forgotten. 

Plans are made to meet up in Madeira and once the 

wine has been collected they set off for St Helena. A 

couple of fast frigates go ahead to arrange 

accommodation which is to be paid for by the British 

Government. Napoleon dislikes the first property as it 

is too overlooked by the locals so another property is 

found – Longwood House. 

 

Napoleon befriends the 14 year old daughter of the 

property owner and she starts to teach him English 

but his small entourage feels that the Emperor should 

be more distant. 

 

He starts to write his memoirs but petty jealousies 

begin to show. There are also fears of a French 

American rescue bid from the Ascension Islands, 

some 800 miles away. 

 

After 6 years on St Helens they are all getting fed up 

and falling out. Napoleon starts to get stomach 

problems and died from cancer on 5 May 1821, aged 

51. 

 

There were conspiracy theories that he was poisoned 

or there was arsenic in the wallpaper of him house – 

both were untrue. 

He was buried on the island but in 1840 his remains 

were taken back to Paris and interred in a splendid 

tomb which was completed in 1861 

Robert Turner 
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Women’s Institute 
 

The WI meeting was held on 2
nd

 February in the afternoon.  The theme of the meeting was “Jewellery” and Mrs 

Beryl Grace kindly showed us some examples of necklaces and explained the technique of bead threading. 

 

The ten members present then chose from a large selection of beads of many shapes, sizes and colours, those that 

they wanted to use for their necklace. 

 

Then for the next hour and a half the WI Hut remained almost silent whilst everyone concentrated on threading 

their beads on to the nylon thread.  Mrs Grace helped everyone, especially those who were having difficulty in 

threading the exceptionally minute holes through the beads.  She was then thanked by the Vice President, Mrs 

Paddy Milford, and it was suggested that the members might like to wear their new very attractive necklaces to 

next month’s meeting. 

 

Jane Sleap 

2016 Programme for Thorverton WI 

 

March 1
st
 2.30 pm  John Stuart – Exmoor 

 

April 5
th
 2.30 pm  Mrs Pagliero – Easter Eggs Worldwide 

 

May 3
rd

 7.30 pm  Annual Meeting, Resolutions 

 

June 7
th
 7.30 pm  Jane Flaxington – Reflexology – Made in China 

 

July 5
th
 7.30 pm   Alexis Swain – My Life With Ducks 

 

August 2
nd

 7.30 pm  Hearing Dogs for the Deaf 

 

September 6
th
 7.30 pm  Games Evening or Beetle Drive 

 

October 4
th
 2.30 pm  Paul Fonnereau – Cove Garden Centre - Plants for Butterflies and Bees 

 

November 1
st
 2.30 pm  Graham Tilsbury – Wills, etc. 

 

December 6
th
   To be arranged 

 

You are most welcome to come to any two meetings during the year as a visitor. 

 

 

Thorverton Ladies with  

Creature Comforts Calendar 
 

Our Calendar for 2016 has raised £1,800.00 for Force 

Cancer Charity…so well done to The Thorverton 

Post Office, The Thorverton Arms, The Exe Valley 

Farm Shop, C&R Repairs and the Exeter Inn for your 

help with the sales. 

 

Thank you to all that have contributed, sponsored and 

bought the calendar. 

 

A special thanks to the Thorverton ladies who gave 

up their modesty for charity! 

 

 

 

 

Without all your help we could not have given this 

money to such a worthy cause. 

 Clare Harris 

 

Thorverton Ladies Group 

Our next meeting will be a Theatre visit to the 

Barnfield in Exeter on Thursday 10th March.  Meet 

in the Bury at 6.45pm.  

 

£10 to Beryl Grace as soon as possible please. 

 

 Elspeth Holmes 
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Legal Eagle  

Stories concerning horses/ponies and the law are a bit 

like buses, none for an age and then two come along 

at the same time. Last month we looked at the Case 

of the Grumpy Pony, this month we are off to 

Prestatyn, north Wales and the story of Betty the 

grinning horse. 

 

David Bellis and his son Jacob, aged 3, went for a 

walk during which Jacob asked his Dad to take a 

photograph of them to show to his Mum. When Mr 

Bellis later looked at the photograph he noticed that a 

horse had wandered up to the fence behind them and 

appeared to be posing with a large grin. 

 

The Bellis family entered the photograph into 

Thomson Holidays ‘Made Me Smile‘competition and 

it was selected as a winning shot, earning the Beliss 

family the prize of a holiday worth £2,000. 

 

So far, all good news for the Bellis family. Not such 

good news, however, for Betty’s owner, Nicola 

Mitchell, who claims that she taught Betty to smile 

and stick her tongue out. Nicola is reported as saying, 

“I was really annoyed to hear he had won a £2,000 

holiday and had used a picture of our horse without 

our permission. He should have asked for our 

consent“. 

 

Nicola went on to say, “It’s not like it’s just £100. 

£2,000 is a lot of money and would go quite a long 

way for a family........ “and clearly feels aggrieved 

that she has not received any recognition for the fact 

that, as she claims, “.............it is our horse that has 

really won them the holiday“. “.............I didn’t even 

know that this competition was on. If I had known 

about it we would have entered it ourselves and could 

have won as Betty is always sticking out her tongue“.  

 

It is unclear from the reports, whether Nicola is 

complaining about the fact that the photograph was 

taken without her permission or that it was used as a 

competition entry without her permission, possibly 

both. 

 

So, does she have any legal justification for her 

complaint? 

 

Let’s start with the taking of the photograph. Mr 

Bellis and Jacob were walking on a public footpath. 

Members of the public do not need permission to 

photograph in public places and, apart from certain 

exceptions, e.g., military, nuclear facilities, you can 

photograph private buildings or property as long as 

you are standing on public land. Therefore, in terms 

of the taking of the photograph, there appears to be 

little to support Nicola’s claim. 

 

As to the submitting of the photograph as a 

competition entry, one can perhaps use the analogy 

of photographs taken of ‘celebrities‘ and 

subsequently sold to newspapers, magazines etc. 

Here the law does afford some degree of protection 

to the individual. The law will be infringed if a 

photograph is taken of a person in circumstances 

where that person has, a ‘reasonable expectation of 

privacy‘. 

 

This is the essence of the decision in Campbell –v- 

Mirror Group Newspapers Ltd [2003]. The Mirror 

newspaper published articles, which exposed the fact 

that Naomi Campbell, the internationally famous 

fashion model, was a drug addict and was attending 

meetings of Narcotics Anonymous. Photographs of 

Ms Campbell on the street leaving one of these 

meetings were also published. In a split decision the 

House of Lords held (3 – 2) the publication amounted 

to a breach of Ms Campbell’s right to privacy. 

 

So, does this help Nicola? In order to do so the law 

would need to be extended to include property as 

well as persons. The law would need to recognise 

that the owner of property has a ‘reasonable 

expectation of privacy‘ in relation to that property. 

 

In the unlikely event that such an extension were to 

be recognised, did Nicola have a ‘reasonable 

expectation of privacy‘ in respect of Betty? Betty was 

in a field, which abutted a public footpath, and was 

seen on a daily basis by members of the public using 

the footpath. No attempt, it seems, had been made to 

keep Betty under wraps. 

 

So, it would appear that Nicola, unlike Betty, does 

not have a leg to stand on. 

 

What appears to have happened is that Nicola 

initially believed that the Bellis family had won 

£2,000, rather than a holiday worth £2,000, and felt 

that she should have a share of the winnings. 

 

Perhaps a compromise can be reached, the Bellis 

family could take Nicola on holiday with them, or 

perhaps, better still, take Betty. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton 20 Vol. 47 No 3 - March 2016 

 

Focus AGM 
The Annual General Meeting for Focus is on 

Wednesday 2
nd

 March, at 7.30pm in the Baptist 

Church.  This is a chance for villagers to comment on 

what Focus has achieved over the past year and to 

offer ideas – and preferably also help – for the 

coming year.  All are welcome.  Given that Focus 

tries to assist village organisations, we particularly 

welcome representatives from village organisations.  

Over the past year Focus has made several donations 

to help village organisations: 

 

£25 worth of gifts for the Junior Choir 

£200 to Thorverton Parochial Church Council for 

grass cutting of the churchyard 

£97.53 for a stair rail for the Baptist Church (largely 

for the benefit of the Focus collators who have to 

negotiate the stairs each month) 

£120 to the Pre-School Group for a tablet 

£150 towards the VE Day street party 

£2,000 towards the Memorial Hall refurbishment (for 

the doors) 

£405.60 for beer glasses for Thorfest 

£100 towards training in use of the defibrillator 

 

A further £750 is committed to the Parish Council 

towards the new play and exercise equipment at the 

Rec and £80 has been promised to the Memorial Hall 

for improved doors locks. 

 

All of this can be given only because we have been 

able to make a small profit over the years, through 

advertising and magazine sales, but over the past year 

sales have not quite been as strong as in the recent 

past.  Please do buy a copy of Focus and encourage 

others to do so.  If you think that we don’t have 

sufficient coverage of anything, then do say – the 

AGM is a perfect chance to do so.  If you could write 

regular, or even occasional articles, help put the 

magazine together or print it, don’t be shy.  There are 

plenty of opportunities for anyone who wants to get 

involved 

 

Rainfall Record 
January was wet.  Gus Christianson’s readings taken 

along Silver Street recorded 141 mm of rainfall (5.5 

inches) for the month as a whole, with just four dry 

days.  Rainfall was recorded on each of the first 19 

days of January.  Wet though this was, it fell short of 

January 2014 when 174.2 mm of rainfall (almost 7 

inches) was recorded and only the last day of the 

month was dry that year. 

 

Rainfall was also recorded on each of the first 14 

days of February this year before a couple of dry 

days. 

Flooding 
What to do: 

 If it is an emergency and there is danger to 

life call 999. 

 To report flooding of the highway and 

blocked drains contact Devon County 

Council’s Highway Customer Service Centre 

on 0345 155 1004.  Office hours are Monday 

to Friday 8am to 8pm and Saturdays 9am to 

1pm.  For emergencies outside these hours 

call 01392 383329. 

 To report flooding from sewers and water 

pipes contact South West Water on 0844 346 

2020 (24 hour service). 

 For advice and enquiries about flood 

warnings contact the Environment Agency’s 

Floodline on 0345 988 1188 (24 hour 

service). 

 Some councils have sandbag policies.  Mid 

Devon District Council does, though 

Thorverton Parish Council does not. 

 For all other flooding enquiries contact the 

Devon County Council Flood Risk 

Management Team on 0345 155 1055 or 

email floodrisk@devon.gov.uk. 

 

 

Digital Workshop 
Devon Communities Together has offered us a free 

workshop session on Wednesday 16
th

 March at the 

Memorial Hall, from 7.00pm to 9.00pm.  This is 

aimed at helping us to learn ways of improving our 

use of digital technology, both as individuals and 

potentially also for the village as a whole.  Given the 

speed at which things have been developing in the 

digital world in recent years, it may appear daunting, 

but with a little help we should all be able to make 

better use of the technology available to us.   

 

It would be helpful if you could let me know in 

advance if you are intending to join this session.  A 

few people have already expressed an interest in 

joining.  It would be great to have a good turn-out so 

that groups like Devon Communities Together will 

be encouraged to run other events.  As with so many 

things available to us, if we don’t use it we can 

expect to lose it.  Please call me on 01392 861062 if 

you would like to join the session (although we won’t 

turn you away if you arrive without having told me). 

 

Neville Lane 

 

 

mailto:floodrisk@devon.gov.uk
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A short account of a long trip in Ecuador 
The journey to Ecuador started with a 12-hour flight to Quito via Amsterdam. Quito is 9000 ft above sea level in 

the Andes - we found ourselves quite breathless, especially when the cable car reached 13200 ft for a wonderful 

view of the 40-mile long city in the valley below. In the following days we gradually acclimatised as we cycled 

down the slopes of Antisana Volcano, walked around a lake on the slopes of Cotopaxi (at 19347 ft, the world’s 

highest active volcano), and climbed beyond the Whymper hut on Chimborazo to 16800 ft. (The summit of 

Chimborazo is further from the centre of the earth than Everest due to the extra 2-mile equatorial bulge.) Panama 

hats (which originate in Ecuador) were used by the workers on the Panama Canal, but otherwise have nothing to do 

with Panama. 

 

    
 

‘Panama’ Hat Factory in Cuenca    Mt Chimborazo 20564 ft 

 

After flying back from Cuenca to Quito, we repacked our bags with binoculars and underwater cameras for the 

500-mile flight west to the Galapagos Islands to join 4 other passengers on a yacht for a 4-night visit to 6 of the 

eastern isles. The binoculars were not used often as the wildlife has no fear of humans. We photographed nesting 

birds from 2-3 ft away, and the penguins and sea lions swam between us as we snorkelled. The pelicans and sea 

lion in the fish market were tolerated (up to a point) by the fishermen spreading out their catch ready for sale. The 

male blue-footed booby performed his mating dance, wanting the female to admire his bright blue feet. They 

completely ignored the 5 photographers watching from 10 ft away. We were very fortunate to see so much wildlife 

(including giant tortoises and marine iguanas) at such close quarters. The weather was ideal and the water warmer 

than normal, allowing long swims with angel and parrot fish, green turtles and white-tipped sharks. Altogether an 

amazing and unforgettable experience. 

 

   
 

Pelicans and Sea Lion at Galapagos Fish Market    Galapagos Frigate Birds   
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Our final week - in the jungle - had to be rearranged due to lack of water in the Upper Amazon tributary, but the 

lodge on the Napo River near Tena proved to be an excellent alternative. We enjoyed an all-day trip by canoe to a 

wildlife rescue centre (tapir, macaws, anaconda, ocelot, monkeys and other orphaned fauna). Truck tyre inner tubes 

– carried up-river by canoe - gave us an exciting return back to the lodge, drifting lazily down the river and ending 

with a rough ride through rapids. The swimming pool and jacuzzi were a welcome treat. Weather, food, coffee, 

beer and accommodation throughout the trip were excellent, and the 25-day adventure allowed a welcome escape 

from Devon’s storms.   

 

Floating down the Amazon on an inner tube 

 

John Spivey (with editorial help from his partner Ros) 

 

The Editor wishes to assure readers that, contrary to rumours, John, who is our regular Focus photographer, was 

not funded by Focus for this particular trip.  In fact John travelled with 2 friends on a trip booked through Happy 

Gringo of Quito. Flights with KLM booked by FlightCentre and paid for by himself. 

 

 

Burns Night at Thorverton 
 

On Saturday January 23
rd

, eight of us set off, looking 

forward to a great evening at Thorverton Village 

Hall.  

 

The lovely Sarah Addicott, and the terrific team at 

the Hall, had organised a full programme of all things 

Scottish to celebrate the great bard, Robbie Burns. 

 

We were greeted by a breath-taking Piper in full 

regalia, who piped each guest in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The room was wonderfully dressed, as were the 

guests, (almost 80 in all) with Tartan a-plenty, 

Sashes, Kilts and Tartan ‘Trews’ ! ( and we did find  

out later, what a Scotsman wears underneath his kilt 

!!!) 

 

The room was full of people, who all took part in 

‘The Scottish Quiz’, this made for a sociable get-

together, and everyone chatting over the possible 

answers. 

 

We then all took our places, while the Haggis was 

Piped in. We toasted it with a wee dram of Whisky, 

and the ‘Ode to a Haggis’ was read beautifully. 
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The address to the Lassies was delivered with great 

humour, with an hilarious response from a ‘Lassie’ to 

the Men! 

 

The terrific team behind the scene then served us 

with the celebrated Haggis, Neeps and Tatties with 

gravy, or Beef Casserole. This was followed by 

homemade Apple Crumble with custard, or 

Chocolate cake. It was all served hot, was absolutely 

delicious, and plenty of it. 

 

When we had recovered from our feast, there was 

some dancing to Traditional Ceilidh music. 

 

Then the answers to the quiz were read, and a prize 

given, followed by the raffle draw, with some 

wonderful prizes donated. 

 

A real highlight of the evening was The Best Knees 

in a Kilt competition!   

 

Four very brave men came forward to show off their 

knees, and to have them examined and displayed for 

us all to admire, to great hilarity!  The men swirled 

and paraded, and all did their best to compete for the 

coveted prize (it was at this point we learnt about the 

secret beneath a Scotsman’s kilt !!!) 

 

We all had to cheer and shout for our favourite knees, 

and it was hard to pick an overall winner, so there are 

now 2 holders of this much prized accolade! 

 

After all this excitement, there was more chatting and 

more dancing.  The evening ended with us all 

forming a circle and singing Auld Lang Syne, before 

we went home very happy after a very full, action 

packed time. 

 

Everyone agreed that this was a wonderful, special 

evening. The team who made it possible did an 

amazing job, and a huge thank you to them all.  Our 

group of 8 all agreed, we are already looking forward 

to the next Burns Night.  

 

See you there !!   

                                                                                        

Gaye Tye 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Poetry 
I must apologise for a typing error in the last edition 

of Focus affecting Doreen’s poem, by which I 

completely changed the intended meaning.  I am 

reproducing it below, with the correction made – I 

hope! – Ed. 

 

 

The snowdrop speaks 

 

I am a flower – this is my hour; 

While other blooms are sleeping, 

Through darkest earth I’m peeping 

As shafts of earliest sunlight 

Caress my bells of pristine white. 

Humans pause – with pleasure look! 

As I nod by verge and brook, 

Kissed by the breeze I gently swing, 

I am the harbinger of spring. 

I hold not your gaze with dazzling hue; 

But quietly, I speak of eternity to you. 

Doreen Beer 

 

Now for this month’s poem, with my fingers crossed 

that I have typed it accurately.  Thank you for 

forgiving me, Doreen. 

 

Progress or not? 

 

Hug the wall when walking up the hill 

And do the same when going down, 

For our once so peaceful village, 

Seems now a busy town. 

White vans vie with lorries, 

Horse boxes, silage loads; 

Tractors with enormous wheels 

Thunder through the roads. 

Double-decker buses 

Inch slowly through this mass 

I fear to think an ambulance 

In great urgency, could pass. 

Pedestrians stroll no more at leisure; 

But with sharpened wits and eyes, 

Where may one walk in safety? 

When vehicles of such size 

Wheel upon the pavements 

And weave haphazardly 

Through stationary cars; 

I think we would be very wise 

To book a flight to Mars. 

 

Doreen Beer 
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Nature Notes 
January 

One day in January, among our trees in the garden, I 

stood to see what was about and it sounded like it 

was raining but there was no rain. I looked up and 

saw two pairs of Bullfinches in an ash tree. Each bird 

was settled on its own bunch of ash keys, feeding on 

seeds. The rain was discarded keys fluttering down, 

some hitting branches as they fell to earth and 

plopping onto decaying leaves of the autumn all 

around me. Each discarded key had been slit open 

where the seed had been extracted. Ash keys are 

single-winged keys whereas Sycamore keys are two-

winged keys. 

 Here is a small bunch of ash keys (A) I picked on 

that day. B is two keys discarded by the Bullfinches, 

on the right hand one you may just be able to see the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

slit made where the seed was extracted. D is a key I 

took off the bunch and I used a knife to slit the key 

and remove the seed you can see at C.  

 

The day after the coldest night so far this winter (I 

believe this was superseded in February) a 

Hummingbird hawkmoth was found flying at a 

window inside Thorverton farm shop. It must have 

found a place to hide away inside the shop to 

overwinter but the warmth of the sun following the 

frosty morning had brought it out of hiding. 

 

In last months Focus I reported that a Great Spotted 

Woodpecker had been heard drumming on 8
th
 

January at Slapton Ley. I have since received a report 

that one was heard locally before that date. On 24
th
 

January a pair of Great Spotted Woodpeckers was 

seen displaying and mating, this is another very early 

observation in Devon but not local to Thorverton. 

The next day a Black Stork was seen not far from 

Fingle Glen. This is another foreign species, rarely 

seen in the UK.  

 

February 

A Glossy Ibis turned up at Seaton and another at 

Wrafton, near the Tarka Trail in February. One year 

my sister had a Glossy Ibis turn up in her garden near 

Shobrooke. Wrafton also has a small group of 

Spoonbill. Sometimes both species can be found 

around Exminster marshes/Exe estuary area. These 

two species can be found in most winters in Devon 

but as a singleton or very small numbers. 

 

My first report of frogspawn, seen in their pond on 1
st
 

February, comes from Neville and Jane Lane at The 

Glebe.  

 

On 16
th
 February I walked the lane between East 

Raddon and Rixaford Cross and was amazed to see a 

single Lady’s Smock Cardamine pratensis plant in 

flower. The normal flowering period for this species 

is April to July. Lady’s Smock is one of a number of 

Cruciferae plants used by the Orange-tip butterfly in 

its life cycle. This is a picture I took of an Orange-tip 

on Lady’s Smock on 10
th
 May last year at Torrington 

Commons.               

 

March 
Palm Sunday falls on 20

th
 March this year. When I 

was young, pussy willow also known as Goat willow 

(Salix caprea) was given as a palm on Palm Sunday. 

Willow twigs were tied in a shape of the cross, 

complete with their soft silvery white buds. In 

folklore, willow is said to taste bitter because the 

Christchild was once whipped with a willow rod. 

Because willows decay early, to beat a child with a 

willow rod was believed to stunt their growth. 

 

March brings the spring and hopefully warmer 

weather. At least we can say there is no chance of us 

having a drought this year. Some soothsayers are 

predicting a warm April and May.              

 

Jenny Garne  

01392 860875 jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

A 

B 

C 

D 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Silverton and Exe Valley Seniors 
 

If you are this age or above, live in the Exe Valley, 

are interested in getting out, visiting places and 

meeting people then membership of the Club may be 

for you.   The Club organises events such as monthly 

coffee mornings and coach outings, holidays, whist 

drives and theatre trips. Annual membership is £5. 

 

MONDAY WHIST  
Fortnightly whist this month will be on the 7

th
 and 

21
st
 March at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton 

commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2.50 

includes refreshment, and raffle ticket!  It’s fun and 

easy to learn!  Why sit at home? 

 

COFFEE MORNING – Tuesday 8
th

 March 

A week earlier than usual this month –our monthly 

Coffee Morning to which you are warmly invited is 

at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton between 1000 and 

1130.  This is an opportunity to book for forthcoming 

events, meet friends and if you wish, to take part in 

our optional quiz and raffle.  Entrance charge now 

£1:00 includes tea/coffee & biscuits.  Hope to see 

you there! 

 

DATES OF SOME FORTHCOMING EVENTS! 

 

Tuesday 22
nd

 March.  Our first outing of the year is 

to the Britannia Royal Naval College Dartmouth 

followed by an afternoon tour of Dartmoor.  This is a 

rare opportunity to enjoy a guided tour of the college 

responsible for the training of Royal Navy Officers.  

Coach leaves Silverton 0900 (Ruffwell 0905, Rewe 

0908, Stoke Canon 0910).  Inclusive cost £20. Last 

booking date is the 11
th
 March.  Visitors must be in 

possession of photo identification (e.g.: Bus pass, D 

licence) 

Thursday 7
th

 April - Tavistock and Antony House 

& Gardens.  Our morning outing is to the ancient 

stannary town of Tavistock with Pannier market and 

birth-place of Sir Francis Drake.  Afterwards we 

cross the border to visit Antony House with its 

sweeping landscape gardens. Coach departs Silverton 

at 0900 (Exe Valley pick-ups as above). Inclusive 

cost £18 (N Trust members £10). 

Thursday 28
th

 April – The Spirit of Ireland.  

Departing Silverton at 1700 (1635 S-Canon, 1638 

Rewe, 1640 Ruffwell, Bickleigh 1707) we travel to 

Barnstaple arriving in plenty of time for a meal or 

refreshments before a spectacular evening of 

traditional Irish music and song.  Coach & theatre 

admission £25. (This is the original Irish show long 

before “Riverdance” & Lord of the Dance!). 

CLUB/BLAKES HOLIDAY: Black Country & 

Shropshire (3D/2N) 02-4 June 

 

Staying on a half-board basis at the 3* Holiday Inn 

Telford & visiting the historic market town of 

Ludlow, spend a day at the award winning Black 

Country Living Museum and travel on the Severn 

Valley Railway and see their stunning Engine House 

Visitor Centre.  Inclusive cost £195 (single room 

occupancy £30 extra).  Coach leave Silverton 0930 

(Exe Valley pick-ups). For details ask for leaflet. 
 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further 

details of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info 

Martin Clough  

 

 

Recipe 

 
Red Cabbage Salad 
 
This winter salad can be made from plenty of local 

organic vegetables. It is good served with bread and 

cheese. 

 

500g red cabbage 

75g red onions 

1 eating apple  

1 small beetroot  

1 carrot 

50g pomegranate seeds [optional] 

Sea salt, freshly ground black pepper, Balsamic 

vinegar 

Mayonnaise 

 

Cut the cabbage into quarters and shred as finely as 

possible, wash under cold water and drain well. Peel 

the onion, apple, beetroot and carrot. Place the 

cabbage into a roomy mixing bowl and add the thinly 

sliced onion, grated apple, finely grated beetroot and 

carrot. Season with the salt, pepper and vinegar, and 

add sufficient mayonnaise to bind together. Place in a 

serving bowl and sprinkle the pomegranate seeds 

over.  

 

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Crediton 

  

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Open Mic Evening at the Thorverton Arms 
A couple of the musicians at the recent Open Mic evening at the Thorverton Arms: 

1. James Lusby (www.JamesLusbyMusic.com) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2 Lorraine Colebrook  

 

http://www.jameslusbymusic.com/
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TARTS news 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and 
Trampers 

 
 

 

Recent TARTS walks: 

On Saturday 30
th
 January 14 TARTS and a dog were 

treated to a local walk starting from Ashe Farm 

Silverton. As the farm is owned by Jeans daughter 

and son-in-law we were able to walk around fields 

and paths that are not generally open to the public. It 

was a mixed day weather wise, a bit chilly and 

drizzly at times but not too bad for the time of year 

and the sun did make a few brief appearances, 

showing the mid Devon landscape off at it's best. 

We climbed from the farm up through fields to a 

wind turbine which provides the farm with 

electricity. It was easy to see why this location had 

been chosen! Coming down from the hill it was 

more sheltered as we made our way through field 

track to a quiet lane. We were joined by some very 

curious horses in one field, which belong to Jeans 

grand daughter. As their owner was walking with us 

no doubt they were hopeful of a few tasty treats! 

We followed the lane up to Christ Cross, and then 

followed lanes and footpaths past Livingshayes farm 

back into Silverton.The last part of the walk had 

been fairly flat but we now had a fairly lengthy 

climb back up to the farm, however the thought of 

lunch at the Lamb Inn kept us going! The walk was 

about 5 miles in length, although fairly steep in 

places so as we settled down to lunch we felt that we 

had earned it. 

Hike in the hills about Stoodleigh 20th February 
2016 

Braving an unpromising weather forecast, a party of 

nine drove up the A396 to Stoodleigh where we 

began by visiting the parish church and admiring the 

brilliantly painted roof bosses, and the most unusual 

gallery of green men at the base of the waggon roof. 

 We set off west past Stoodleigh Court and Ash Farm 

but were robbed of the views by thickening cloud and 

rain.  Passing south toward Rifton Wood, the extent 

and depth of the anticipated mud did not disappoint. 

By the time we reached Haydon Cross, the rain was, 

if anything, heavier so we elected to return to 

Stoodleigh by road rather than across fields by Slade 

Farm as planned. It was refreshing to be hiking in the 

open, however, and not at all cold. 

 We then repaired, by prior arrangement, to the 

tavern at Oakford where a roaring fire and good food 

awaited us. Leaving considerably drier, we thought 

the walk had been worthwhile and worth a repeat 

outing in finer, drier weather. 

The Red lion At Qakford  Photo Mike Stannard 

Future walks and events 

5
th
 March led by Anne, about 5 miles around 

Bickleigh. 

19
th
 March led by Caroline 

2
nd

 April led by Sonja, up to 5 miles around 
Morchard Bishop 

16
th
 April led by Jenny 

30
th
 April, longer walk led by Graeme 
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All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter walks are 

usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each walk (length, gradient, 

lunch information etc) will 

be displayed approximately 

a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window 

and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to 

be included on the email list 

contact Caroline (07749 

775304) or Graeme (01392 

860203). 

 

 

 

The Stoodleigh Hike  Photo 

by Mike Stannard 
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The Garden in March 
Looking back over my notes for the last few years, 

the message is always the same. This is the month to 

get going in the garden , if possible, you can make a 

very productive start to the season. Of course, 

activities are dictated by the weather and soil 

conditions and your first priority when going into the 

garden is whether it is damaging to step on beds, if 

so, do other jobs. So, be flexible at this time of year. 

If it is too wet, don’t go paddling about on the soil or 

you will do untold damage to the structure which you 

cannot see but your plants will consequently suffer 

from compacted, poor draining soil. With our heavy 

clay soil, once it has become sticky, it is best left to 

dry out. It doesn’t take long this time of yearso, as 

soon as conditions improve, it’s possible to get out 

and start work in the garden 

           

At the moment of writing this article, the soil is 

definitely too wet to walk on or work on but there are 

other jobs that I can be getting on with and will not 

have time for once the soil dries out. One such job is 

preparing the green house for this year of busy 

activity. On a dry day, clear out all pots and green 

house debris that seems to accumulate in these spaces 

and clean all surfaces. Also, clean or wash the glass 

to remove surface dust and grime and possible mould 

spores that will be stuck to the glass. You will be 

astonished at the difference and the amount and 

quality of the light will have improved considerably. 

All this will enhance the growing conditions for your 

plants. Only put back the essential bits and pieces and 

rehome whatever is left outside. 

            

Once you have completed this task, it is time to start 

filling up your green house with growing seeds and 

plants. If you were quick off the mark and started off 

some broad beans and sweet pea seeds inside, unlike 

me, you might already have plants to go into the 

green house. It is at this time that you really must 

become weather/ temperature conscious because a 

green house is a good halfway stage for plants so 

long as you don’t let them cook by day or freeze by 

night. Young plants are vulnerable, and remember 

you are dealing with the primadonnas of the plant 

world!! So,before they grow into tough old veggie 

plants, they will crinkle up and die if neglected. 

Therefore, leave enough ventilation during the day 

and air circulating, unless there is a gale howling 

around. On a dull day, the temperature hardly rises 

but conversely, if the sun appears, the temperature 

can rise rapidly. At night, be prepared to cover with 

fleece if a frost is forecast and remove during the 

day. None of this coddling goes on too long but it is 

really necessary to know that you might have to do 

this. 

             

There is real enjoyment and satisfaction from 

bringing on your own plants from seed, especially if 

later in the season you can harvest them and eat them 

fresh out of the garden. If you have not done so 

before and would like to have a go, here are some to 

start you off. Get a large plant pot and fill with a 

general growing compost from a plant centre, to just 

over half full. Gently flatten the soil, I use a square 

piece of wood to give a flat even surface. The soil 

should look level and compacted just enough so that 

the seeds will not fall through but will sit on the top. 

If it has sunk to below half way then add some more 

compost and even it up again. When this is done, 

open a packet of leek seeds and pour a small amount 

into the palm of your hand, hold over your prepared 

soil and gently tap the side of your hand over the soil. 

The seed will fall off your hand at a regular interval. 

Continue to do this until the top of the soil is covered 

fairly closely with seed. Then gently sieve some 

compost over the seeds as evenly as possible. It only 

needs to be a light covering and then put in a label 

with the date as well as the name. This is very useful 

if nothing happens and you want to check how long 

they have sat there, especially when you have lots of 

seeds on the go. 

             

The next thing to do is to give them a thorough 

watering BUT use a watering can with a fine rose as 

anything bigger will wash small seeds into the soil or 

into each other. This first watering is very important 

as seeds need water to germinate. I slowly swing the 

watering can across the whole pot so that the edges 

get wet as well. Do not linger with the water held 

over the pot for too long. Let the first water sink into 

the soil and repeat the process again until the 

compost is wet to touch and has soaked through the 

pot.  Let it drain and then put on a shelf. Only water 

from now on if the soil begins to dry out. On grey 

days it’s usually not needed but on sunny days you 

will possibly have to water again. The general tip is 

that the soil is damp to touch. One of the main 

reasons that seed sowing fails is due to over-watering 

and seeds become too wet and cold and they wilt 

very quickly if this happens. 

             

I sow leek seeds and other brassica seeds all in pots 

like this. The soil is lower in the pot because the pot 

will support the delicate stems as they grow until 

they are a decent size to transplant. Brassicas I would 

transplant into individual 9cm pots and let them 

develop a good root system, usually when the roots 

appear out the bottom of the pot. Leeks are easier as 

they can be left in the pot until about 15 to 20 cms 

high and then carefully transplanted into the garden. 

They seem very vulnerable when you first put them 

in the ground but soon pick up. Make sure you plant 

them deep in the soil to get a long growing shaft of 

leek and support for the delicate stem. 
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For other seeds, I follow the same routine but use 

smaller pots or seed trays and bring up the level of 

the soil to within 2cms from the top of the pot or tray. 

It is sensible to leave this margin or else the water 

flows off the top of the soil instead of draining 

through the compost. If using smaller pots or trays 

you still need to firm and level the soil and add more 

soil if it sinks after firming. So good luck and have a 

go. This month I will sow cabbage, leeks, swedes, 

cauliflower, brussels and lettuce. Parsley, I will 

divide a pot of growing parsley from a supermarket 

and individually pot them up. This worked very well 

last year; all the hard work is done for you and 

parsley seed can be very unco-operative. I shall sow 

pea seeds and sugar snaps and broad beans but not 

runner beans or French beans yet as they are too 

sensitive to frost. Outside I shall sow parsnips and 

plant onion sets. Later on in the month, I shall plant 

out potatoes - first and second early and main crop. 

However, the soil needs to be a lot less sticky than it 

is now!!   

               

Well, Neville, a very busy month ahead and that’s 

without all the other seasonal garden activities that 

need your attention! 

 

So happy gardening. Lorraine. 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Exeter Shopmobility 
I am including details of the Exeter Shopmobility Scheme because I am aware that many residents are unaware of 

it.  Scooters in Exeter are available from the building below the Princesshay car park.  I recommend that you call 

01392 494001 to discuss arrangements before making first use of Shopmobility. My mother made use of it and 

found it very easy. A similar scheme operates in Tiverton. 
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Short Walks in and Around Thorverton: Walk 12 (Thorverton) 

 

A few years ago John Uglow produced a leaflet, “Thorverton Village Trail”, with brief notes about a number of 

buildings in the village. I walked around the village recently guided by this leaflet and also in the company of Ian 

Stoyle, to whom I am indebted for some further details.  My notes here, therefore, draw from John’s leaflet 

supplemented by Ian’s comments to me.    

 

Start in The Berry facing the Thorverton Arms and head east (towards the Ruffwell). 

 

After a few yards you will reach Jubilee Green, with its stone listing the names of the committee who organised the 

festivities to mark Queen Victoria’s Jubilee in 1887.  There is no sign now of the houses shown on maps and a 

photo.  On the left is a house that was the old Butcher’s Shop, bearing the letters and date: “P 1763 WI”.  Ian tells 

me that the date was actually 1673, the apparent “I” being a 17
th
 century “E” and P.WE. being one of the 

prosperous Peter Wests of Tiverton who held land here at that time.  Opposite Jubilee Green is another small piece 

of land owned by the parish council, 

Leigh Gardens, on which a house stood 

until about 1970. 

 

Walk past the Butcher’s Shop and 

uphill.  This is Jericho Street.  On your 

left Tudor Cottage and its immediate 

neighbours, originally one house, have 

16
th
 and 17

th
 century features.  A little 

further along is the Wagon Works, 

which was the site of the Cart and 

Waggon Works run in the second half of 

the 19
th
 century by George Milford and 

then his son, Walter.  An earlier vehicle 

construction firm was their relative 

Thomas Milford’s West of England 

Wheel Works towards the top of Bullen 

Street where Ferndale and Fairfield now 

stand.  Continue up Jericho Street, 

turning round towards the top of the incline, at the end of the houses.  Retrace your steps to Jubilee Green and turn 

left along Silver Street. 

 

Just as you turn into Silver Street you pass South Brook.  This was Edworthy’s bakers until 1973.  At one time it 

was one of three bakeries in the village, the others being at Pynes House (a few yards back in Jericho Street) and, 

earlier, at Wardles (which you will pass later in The Berry).  Ian tells me that, about fifty years ago, on Christmas 

Day people would drop their chickens in to Mr Newcombe’s at Pynes House in the morning to be roasted (paying 

half a crown – 2s 6d - for the service) and collect them in time for lunch. 

 

Carry along Silver Street, passing several rather substantial houses, traditionally the homes of wealthier residents.  

The first, No 3, Brienstown House, was originally called 

simply “Brick House” because it was the first brick-built 

house in the village.  Carry on to Court Barton on your 

left.  This was where the local court leat would meet in 

the 18
th
 century.  The houses on the opposite side of the 

road were built in 1921 after the First World War to 

accommodate the upsurge in the number of people 

requiring housing, and were rented out at 6 shillings a 

week.  Turn round and head back towards the village 

centre, passing the Memorial Hall which was built as the 

Conservative Club in 1890 and bought and renamed in 

1946 as a politically neutral memorial to those killed in 

the Second World War. 
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Turn left across the bridge by the ford.  This bridge – “Mrs Pugh’s bridge” - was used by an early 19
th
 century Mrs 

Pugh to cross the stream from her house in Silver Street to her lands on the other side and to her Pleasure House on 

the Rookery hill area to the south.  Walk around Milford Lane.  According to John Uglow, Acorn House retains 

features that suggest it to have been the brew house for the Dolphin Inn (now the Thorverton Arms).  Turn left to 

take you back to The Berry, and then right along The Berry.  Berry House, a Georgian building, at the junction on 

the left is where a 17
th
 century inn, the Royal Oak, once stood.  Several of the houses along both sides of The Berry 

were once shops.  The War Memorial in front of the parish church is unusual in that it records the name of one 

woman, the nurse Dorothy White.  Ian is not aware of any other Devon Great War memorial carrying a woman’s 

name.  The church is worth a visit of course and has its own leaflet which will guide you around. 

 

Victoria House, just after the church, was once a garage and shop run by the Edworthys and later Jacobses.  Its 

hand-worked petrol pumps became illegal in the 1970s and replacements would have been prohibitively expensive, 

which helped lead to the business’s closure.  Pass the horse trough and continue along Dinneford Street towards the 

end of the village.  The houses on the left were built in the late-19
th
 century, replacing other houses that had burned 

down.  When they were being built the question was asked as to whether to put in running water, but this was 

considered unnecessary as “there would be no need for it”!  (I believe that they do now have running water.) 

 

Near to the sheep dip was the 18
th
/19

th
 century Poor House.  Just past the sheep dip is part of a fender used to create 

a head of water to flush sewerage and rubbish downstream out of the village.  John records that long ago a man was 

paid two shillings a week for three flushes.  Turn back and take the right turn up Dark Lane.  Hidden on the right is 

the water reservoir which supplies water to the open channel in Bullen Street and to the horse trough.  The system 

was installed in 1859 after an outbreak of cholera.  At the top of the hill along Dark Lane, on the left is the entrance 

to the garden of Castle Orchard, an early 20
th
 century barn conversion.  The castle which gave its name to this area 

was the ancient earthwork on the opposite side of Dark Lane where Iron or Bronze Age artefacts have been found. 

At the bottom of Dark Lane turn right and walk for about twenty yards before taking the steps to the left.  Cleaves 

Steps were named so that the Highways department would clean them, their staff having previously ignored 

unnamed paths.  Emerge into Cleaves Close, built in the 1950s on the field of the name which had once belonged to 

the Clyve or Cleiffe family in the 1500s.  Turn left and at the end of the road take the passageway almost opposite, 

to the left of the WI Hut.  The WI Hut was transplanted here from elsewhere just after World War I. 

 

The passageway brings you into Bullens Close.  Continue along Bullens Close, turning left at the end of the road 

and then left again after a few yards.  Bullens Close and Broadlands were built in the late 1960s and early 1970s.  

Broadlands probably got its name from one of 

the field names – of which there were at one 

time nearly 1,200 in the parish.  Back at the main 

Thorverton to Upton Pyne road, turn left and 

walk back towards the village centre, passing the 

Baptist Church on your right.    This was built in 

1834 after meetings had taken place at different 

locations in the village.   

 

The road sweeps right and downhill with your 

starting point coming into view.  Back at the 

edge of The Berry is The Old Post Office, which 

bears a blue plaque to the Cummings family for 

over a century of postmasters and postmistresses.  

As soon as he could after being appointed in 

1870, Mr Cummings, already the local 

clockmaker, had brought the post office down 

Bullen Street from his then cottage near the top 

of the street, not least, apparently, because the vicar at the time hadn’t liked having to pass the Baptist Church on 

what was then the shortest route between the vicarage and the Post Office. 

 

This brings you back to your starting point and, perhaps, a drink in the Thorverton Arms, formerly The Dolphin of 

course, though you might already have stopped at the Exeter on your way down Bullen Street. 

 Neville Lane 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  
Royston Kershaw   For general enquiries re Thorverton Church matters, in particular weddings, funeral 
and baptisms, please contact Royston Kershaw preferably by email: royston@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk      

Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Church Wardens   Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
      Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church Choir                         Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)   Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:  Thorverton/Silverton : Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                      By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861228 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe  
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Marian Beresford 01363 866112 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
       Secretary: Annette Emanuel, Treasurer: Carol Pearn 860653. 

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
   Secretary: vacancy,  web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:royston@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, Vice Chair: Bob   
                              Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: last 

                              Tuesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-members welcome. 
 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 Meet Fridays during 
   term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle              Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             
                                            Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9am-11.45am &12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. 

 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs JON WRIDE, LYNNE ANDERSON, AMANDA HALL,  

JO HARRIS & ELIZABETH SAUNDERS 

 

We are pleased to welcome two additional GPs, Dr Emma Ziegler and Dr Lara Worsley, who will 

join our team from January 2016 
 

Main telephone number: 03333 442 988 www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
Newcombes 

CREDITON EX17 2AR 

01363 772263 

The Surgery, The Berry 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT 

01392 860273 

The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

01392 860176 

 

Opening times 

 

 Crediton Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

Tuesday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday 08:30 – 18:00 07:30 – 17:00 Closed 

Thursday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Friday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

 

GPs on duty 

Crediton 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

AM Dr Harris 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Harris 
Dr Hall 
 

Dr Wride 
Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Anderson 
Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Dr Hall 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

PM Dr Harris 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Harris 
Dr Hall 

Dr Wride 
Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Anderson 
Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Dr Hall 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Thorverton 

AM  Dr Anderson Dr Anderson Dr Ziegler  

PM Dr Anderson Dr Anderson  Dr Ziegler Dr Wride 

Silverton 

AM Dr Anderson    Dr Wride 

PM      

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 111.  

Early surgery on Wednesday in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our in-

house dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk.  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit\debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions 
 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

We are now accepting new patients 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

We are currently accepting new patients and are happy to consider patients  

from out of  the area 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick 
Keysell 

Dr Jeff Solman (GP 
Trainee) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

Thursday  09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies only 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if 
you prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00.   Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 

Dispensary hours:  
Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00.  Friday 08.30 - 17:00. 

There is now no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

On-line appointment booking  

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2016 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy.      b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy. 

   

  March 2
nd

 and 21
st
      March 14

th
 and 30

th
 (Wed.) 

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates:, 10 March, 7 April,  5 May,  2 & 30 June,  28 July,  25 August, 22 Sept, 20 Oct, 17 Nov, 15 Dec. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in March 
1

st
 St David’s Day 

17
th
 St Patrick’s Day 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2016 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

MARCH 

Tues 1
st
  Ladies’ Fashion Show in aid of Thorverton Pre-School, Memorial Hall. 7.30pm. 

Wed 2
nd

  Focus AGM, Baptist Church, 7.30pm 

Lent Table Talk, Memorial Hall, Thorverton, at 7.00pm 

Fri 4
th
   Women’s World Day of Prayer, Thorverton Parish Church, 11.00am, followed by soup lunch. 

Sat 5
th
   Newton St Cyres Tennis Club Junior Open Day for children aged 6 to 17.   

Mon 7
th
  Welcome Café reopens, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Tues 8
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 10th Ladies Group visit to Barnfield Theatre Meet in The Bury at 6.45pm 

Wed 16
th
 Using Digital Technology, Memorial Hall, 7.00pm 

Thurs 17
th
  Music & Comedy with Mervyn Stutter, Fursdon Coach Hall. 7,30pm. 

Sat19
th  

Easter Meat Bingo Memorial Hall eyes down 7.30pm 

Sun 20
th   

Sung Mattins Thorverton Parish Church  9.30 am 

Mon 21
st
 Thorverton Memorial Hall AGM, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 25
th 

            History Society, No meeting – Good Friday 

Sat 26
th  

WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am 
  

APRIL 

Fri 22
nd

            History Society, Denise Melhuish - Killerton and the Aclands, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

Sat 23
rd

  Bluebell Walk at Byway Farm, 2.00pm 

Garden Club Spring Flower Show, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 2.00pm 

  WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am 

  
MAY 

Sat 7
th
   Cadbury Fun Run at Fursdon. 

Tue 10
th
 to Sat 14

th
  East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church. 10.00am to 8.30pm (4.30pm close on Sat.) 

Sat 21
st
  WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am 

Fri 27
th
             History Society, Amyas Crump – A Day Out - At the Seaside? WI Hut 7:30 pm 

 

JUNE 

  History Society –Outside visit  TBC 

Sat 25
th  

WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am 

Sat 25
th  

007 Summer Ball Memorial Hall 

 

JULY 

Sat 16
th  

Fun Day Memorial Hall 11am-5pm 

Sat 23
rd 

WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11 

 

AUGUST 

Sat 27
th  

WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 23
rd 

History Society Mary Miles The History of Brewing with particular Reference to Devon WI Hut 

7.30pm 

Sat 24
th  

WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am 

 

OCTOBER 

Sat 22
nd

  WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am 

Fri 28
th  

History Society Martin Watts – Mills in the Devon Landscape WI Hut 7.30pm 

Sat 29
th  

Halloween Dance Memorial Hall (fancy dress) 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

