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Editorial 
Thank you for purchasing May’s edition of Focus – 

and if you didn’t purchase it but are just looking at 

someone else’s copy, then please consider splashing 

out 40p for your very own copy next month.  This is 

probably my favourite month in the village, both 

because the fields, woods and roadside banks come 

alive with flowers and trees and also because it is the 

month of the Arts Festival.  Do support this event, 

which runs from 10
th
 to 14

th
 May.  There is always a 

good range of paintings by Devon-based artists and I 

am sure that the crafts on display get better each year.  

The refreshments take some beating too.  All in all, 

not to be missed. 

 

I trust that you will excuse me if my editorial this 

month lapses into any language that you would not 

expect to read in Focus, but my patience is being 

sorely tested by the speed at which my computer is 

performing this evening.  Not only have I been able 

to make a cup of tea while the document was loading 

up, but I also had time to drink it while the familiar 

“not responding” message showed.  Time to buy a 

new machine, perhaps with some of those offshore 

funds into which Focus invested so wisely. 

 

I also have to apologise for the absence of a Short 

Walks article this month.  I appreciate that this is just 

the time of year when you might want to get out and 

about, but perhaps I could encourage readers to use 

one of the walks covered in an earlier edition of 

Focus, back copies of which can be found online at 

“thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com”. The omission of 

an article this month was partly down to having taken 

a week’s holiday in the Lake District.  What splendid 

weather it was for walking too – cool but mostly 

sunny.  While some of those I holidayed with 

ventured deep into - and up - the mountains, I found 

that a book on pub walks in the Lake District, written 

by a friend of mine a few years ago for the Campaign 

for Real Ale was a perfect accompaniment and guide 

to some less stiff walks with refreshment at the end 

(and often also along the way).  It made for a great 

week. 

 

All this exercise has whetted my appetite for a bit 

more cycling to work, although somehow the weather 

always looks too uncertain or too cold to persuade 

me that it is the right day to do so.  Hats off to those 

who do regularly cycle into Exeter for work.  Perhaps 

next week for me, when the weather settles. 

 

Now to see whether I can paste these ramblings into 

Focus without need to get a third cup of tea as I wait 

for my computer to catch up. 

 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 From Michael Ayre of Raddon 

 

In 2010 as the then chairman of the Parish Council, I 

organised a public meeting to discuss the 

consequences of the Church yard becoming full. 

 

From that meeting the Parish Council agreed to raise 

the parish precept to make funds available to 

purchase land for a cemetery. 

 

Talks are on-going with the Church Commissioners 

regarding a site. I now understand this topic is going 

to be raised at the Parish Council’s AGM on May 

17th. If you would like to see land purchased for 

parishioners to be buried in the parish, please come 

along to this meeting and make your views heard. 

 

  From Gillian Perry 

I have started baking for the Arts Festival this week 

and twice had occasion to dash up to Not The Village 

Shop, more in hope than expectation, when my store 

cupboard let me down. 

In both cases the missing ingredient was there on the 

shelf. So come on all you bakers out there, Not the 

Village Shop won't let you down and the Arts 

Festival visitors will enjoy delicious refreshments! 

 
From Rachel Mildon  PTFA 

I am writing on behalf of the Thorverton School 

PTFA to thank the Thorfest committee for their 

extremely generous donation of £1400 to the school.  

We have decided to put the money towards some 

outdoor play equipment for the children. The new 

'Trim Trail' will be laid out around the school field 

and will include a number of different wooden play 

activities, suitable for children of all ages.  

The money received from Thorfest will go a long 

way towards this equipment and so we are very 

grateful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vintage Rally 

 

Possibly 1997...anyone recognise these 

people??? 

 

John Spivey 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council (PC) meeting  

held on 12/04/2016.  The full set of draft Minutes can be viewed on the  

notice board in School Lane and on the new website.  The next meeting  

will take place on 10
th
 May 2016, at 7.30pm, in the Thorverton 

Memorial Hall. Alison Marshall – Clerk. T. 01392 861228 

E. thorvertonpc@gmail.com 

W. http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Planning matters – information received up to and including the date of the meeting: 

*You can view planning applications, decisions, and documentation at: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

 16/00420/LBC erection of sunroom following demolition of existing lean-to at Golly Cottage, the Bury, 

Thorverton. Cllr Lawson declared an interest. The PC resolved to give no comment.  

 16/00282/FULL erection of an agricultural farm managers dwelling at Carwithen, Thorverton. Cllr Turner 

declared an interest. The PC resolved to request that an agricultural tie be placed on this property.  

 For information only: 14/00537/MFUL land and buildings at Court Barton, Silver Street, Thorverton. The PC 

noted that Developers ‘West Haven Homes’ were listed - the Clerk would make contact on behalf of the PC. 

 16/00439/OUT Outline permission - erection of a dwelling at 5 The Glebe, Thorverton. The PC resolved to 

comment regarding its concerns at the poor positioning of the proposed access on this outline plan which 

could result in an increase in vehicle numbers parking on the corner of this road causing safety issues.  

 16/00204/HOUSE erection of garage following removal of existing garage at Fair Oak, Thorverton. Granted. 

 15/01681/CLU Cannes Farm – permission for storage within a barn. A resident had reported that it appeared 

that a mobile home being stored in the barn was now being lived in. MDDC had advised that the housing of 

mobile homes was permitted but that living in them was not and so the matter would be investigated.    

 

Annual Parish Meeting – hear about the new Cemetery, the revised Parish Plan, the Rec ‘re-fresh’ and more 

This year the APM will take place on Tuesday 17
th
 May in the Thorverton Memorial Hall at 7.30pm and all are very 

welcome at attend.  Come and enjoy a drink whilst finding out about the PC’s plans. Representatives from the 

Memorial Hall, New Valley Practice, Thorverton Church and School will also be providing updates.  

 

The Queens 90
th

 Birthday Celebrations 

Saturday 11
th
 June 2016 - the PC are delighted to be supporting the village Street Party in aid of the Queen’s Birthday.  

 

The New Cemetery 

The PC have now formed a working party in order to move this matter forward as soon as possible.  It is hoped that 

the Church Commissioners (CC) will agree to sell a suitable piece of land, off Dark Lane, to the PC for the new 

Cemetery as the existing graveyard is nearly full. Should the CC continue to hold back on negotiations then an 

alternative site will need to be considered by the PC. Come along and have your say at the APM on 17th May. 

 

Open Day at Thorverton Recreation Ground – Sunday 10
th

 July 2016 – fun for all the family 

The PC are organising a ‘fun day’ at the Rec on Sunday 10
th
 July from 11am to showcase the new play and gym 

equipment and the new wild life garden.  Come along and join in the fun, games and competitions and bring a pic-nic 

or just pop by to have a look. WI hut facilities will be available. To help with the event or to find out more contact Cllr 

Hilary Lawson t. 861972. 

 

Removal of posters after an event – keeping the village tidy 

The PC respectfully asks that if you, or anyone you know, put posters or signs up around the village, especially on 

telegraph poles, that these are removed after the advertised event. Please do not leave this for someone else to do. 

 

Report a pothole 

You can help get potholes repaired by reporting them on- line at www.devon.gov.uk and opting for ‘report a pothole’. 

The more ‘clicks’ a pothole receives the faster it will get filled according to DCC Highways. Get clicking! 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
http://www.devon.go.uk/
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THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2016 

 

Tuesday 17
th
 May 2016, at 7.30pm, Thorverton 

Memorial Hall 

 

Come along for a chat and a drink – all are welcome! 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Apologies for absence. 

 

2. Minutes of the 2014/15 Annual Parish Meeting to be 

read out and    approved. 

 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

4. Parish Council Chairman, Cllr Stuart Crang, reports 

on 2015/16 to include - 

 plans for the Recreation Ground ‘re-fresh’ and 

the Open Day 

 progress on the new Cemetery 

 the review of the 2008 Parish Plan 

 

5. Matters arising from the Chairman’s Report. 

 

6. An overview from: 

 Thorverton School 

 The New Valley Practice 

 Thorverton Parish Church 

 Thorverton Memorial Hall 

 

7. Other matters raised by those present. 

 

8) Refreshments. 

 

9) Close 

 
 

 

Thorverton Parish Plan Revisited 
Thorverton Parish Plan was produced in 2008.  It was 

the result of a huge amount of input from many 

villagers and was a document that we could feel proud 

of.  It contained a number of “actions” set out in an 

action plan.  The Parish Council would like to review 

those actions, noting which were achieved and which 

were not; and considering whether those that were not 

achieved should still be acted upon or whether other 

actions might now be more appropriate. 

 

I have offered to carry out an initial review, with a few 

other villagers.  While this is probably most easily 

carried out with no more than four or five people, I am 

particularly keen to have a spread of ages, experience 

and length of time in the village.  So, that rules no-one 

out!  I would hope to be able to carry out this initial 

review over a couple of evenings. 

 

If you would like to review the actions with me, please 

contact me through the Focus email address – 

Thorvertonfocus@gmail.com - or on 01392 861062. 

 

 

Neville Lane

mailto:Thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
Reg. Charity No. 203778 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming events 

During this year the Memorial Hall Committee is planning a number 

of events which we are sure will appeal to lots of people.  The next event is the 

007 SUMMER BALL 

Come to be shaken and stirred 

at the Memorial Hall on Saturday 25 June 

Welcome drinks will be served from 7.30 

 

Come dressed as Bond or one of his companions or whatever. Glamour definitely welcomed. 

Tickets, £12.50, will be available from Roseanne Benn (860768) or Beryl Grace (860489)    or John and Donna 

Hodge (860088).  Make a note of the date now to avoid disappointment. 

******* 

For your further enjoyment the Hall Committee is once again holding a 

 
F U N   D A Y 

on Saturday 16 July, 11.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. 

 

Do you remember what a wonderful day it was for all ages last year?  Well, it promises to be even better this year 

with lots of activities, stalls and craft competitions.  My entry came third (out of three) last year so I think I will 

definitely be entering something else this year!  See all the craft classes listed elsewhere in this Focus.  Entry forms 

can be obtained from John and Donna Hodge (860088).  Don’t miss the closing date, 6 July. There will also be 

lots of stalls to visit. Or if you would like to book a stall just contact John and Donna. 

******* 

 

Craft Fair 
on Saturday 19th November  

 

at the Memorial Hall, further details to follow 

 

 

 

 

April Draw results 

1
st
. prize, chicken dinner: Martin.   2

nd
 prize, box of Quality street chocolates: Andy Cleave.  3

rd
 prize, Lindt 

chocolate rabbit: Neil Fletcher.  4
th
 prize, bottle of buck’s fizz: Julie Davie. 
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Notice Board  

TCT LTD NEWSAGENTS/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

We offer a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, newspapers, 

magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials, health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, 

laundry service, photocopying and more. 
 

A community-run shop serving our community... 
 

EASY PARKING  

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 

 

THORVERTON  CO-OPERATIVE 

TRUST  LTD 

is a community-owned and run organisation that 

provides premises, pays overheads for and generally 

sustains our post office enabling it to continue as a 

vital amenity for the local area. 

It is supported by subscription-paying members: £10 

per person per annum. Please ask at the post office or 

contact the Company Secretary 01392 860419 if you 

would like to help us further by becoming a member. 

This support is vital to keeping the business afloat. 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 

 
will be holding their monthly  

 

Coffee Morning 
(or tea if you prefer!) 

 

Friday, 6th May 

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
 

A warm welcome to all 

 
 

THORVERTON CHURCH 
CHOIR     ♫ 
  

Thorverton Church Choir Practices  
  

Thursdays 7.45 – 9.00 pm at Thorverton Church 

May 12, 26.  June 16, 30.  July 14. 

 
   

Thorverton Church Sunday Services with choir 
  

 

May  1st    COMMUNION SERVICE  9.30 start 
 

Mar 15th    FAMILY SERVICE    9.30 for 10.00 
 

June 5th    COMMUNION SERVICE  9.30 start 
 

June 19th   FATHERS’ DAY 

                   FAMILY SERVICE   9.30 for 10.00 
 

July 3rd     COMMUNION SERVICE  9.30 start 
 

July 17th   FAMILY SERVICE  9.30 for 10.00 

 
 

New members always very welcome at any time. 

Why not come along and give it a try??? 
  

We sing a very wide range of music at a mix of 

traditional services and more contemporary worship. 

All ages and abilities are welcome.  

 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 
  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather Kershaw  

01392 860419 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk  

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request?  
If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the 
Chapel is open every Thursday between 
10.00 and 12 noon when Rev Maurice 
Harrison will be available to meet you. 

Please come in the side entrance. 
01392 966861 

 

TAG 
thorverton art group 

 

NEW TERM STARTS 
 

FRIDAY 1
ST

 APRIL 2016 

@ 

The Memorial Hall  
 

FROM 09:30am 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

 

Eggs For Sale 

 

at Ratcliffe Farm gate 

 

 
£1.25/half dozen 

 

 
NEW TO BEES 

Tuesday 3 May 7.30pm Meadow Suite, Lords 

Meadow Leisure Centre, Crediton 

Illustrated talk by novice bee-keeper Imogen 

Hallam. Share in her enthusiasm and 

experiences. 

 Discussion and refreshments to follow [please 

bring a donation!]   
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East Devon Arts Festival 2016 
 

THORVERTON PARISH CHURCH 
Tuesday 10th to Saturday 14th May 

 
10.00am to 8.30pm (4.30pm SAT) 

 
EXHIBITION & SALE OF ART & 

CRAFT 
(Cash and Cheque payments only) 

 

REFRESHMENTS ALL DAY 
Info: 01392 860419 

eastdevonarts@aol.com 

 

 

Church Week Refreshments, 

 just a reminder. 

 
There is still time to contact Marg Maynard  

861661 or Felicity Cashmore 860053  for 

donations of money or food  for our refreshment 

cafe in Church during the arts festival. 

Remember, you can bake things now to be put in 

the Church freezer. For offers of help to serve 

food or wash and tidy up the file to write your 

name in is in the back of the Church, or contact 

Tina Ayre 860434.  

 

Anyone can help, the rota is for a 2 hour slot. 

The money raised from the 5 days serving food 

amounts to well over £2000, and all this is used 

for the running and upkeep of the Church.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP NEEDED for THE ARTS 

FESTIVAL   

People have been asking how they can be involved, 

and we’d love to have you on board.  Indeed, it won’t 

happen properly without lots of people ‘pitching in’. 

Here is what we need help with and when: 
 

 Putting posters locally and further afield and 

preparing the catalogue and labels - April onwards. 

 Putting the art boards up on Wed 4
th
 May. 

 Preparing the Church on Thur 5
th
 & Friday 6

th
 May. 

 Setting out art and craft from Sat 7
th
. 

 Hanging and setting out Sun 8
th
 and Mon 9

th
.  

 Cleaning, tidying, final tweaking Mon 9
th
. 

 Manning the desk, stewarding, selling cake and 

grand draw tickets from Tue 10
th
 to Sat 14

th
.  

 Dismantling the exhibition, checking out art and 

craft, clearing up on Sat 14
th
 from 4.00 onwards. 

 

Royston, Jean and I are masterminding the art and 

craft, together with Paddy Milford and others in the 

art team. 

Tina Ayre is heading the refreshments team. 

Ed Greed and Peter Colebrook usually manage the 

‘heavies’ team putting stuff up on the 4th and then 

dismantling it all late on Sat 14th. 
  

Do contact me or other relevant people if you’d like 

to know more or to reassure us that there are folk out 

there to help us do the job. 

 

There is a book out in church NOW in which people 

can sign up offers of help for before and during the 

festival? There's also one for helping with the 

refreshments.! 

 

 There’s NOT going to be a Saturday fair this year on 

the 14th. If anyone would like to organise other fund-

raising events in aid of the church either around the 

same time or before or after, then do let Royston and 

Ed (church wardens) know. There are a couple of 

things already planned for later in the summer. 
 

Finally, if you have any old sheets or plain curtains, 

preferably in light colours, that you can spare, we are 

keen to have more to cover our display ‘flats’. 
  

With very many thanks in advance, 
  

Heather Kershaw 01392 860419 
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TREASURE HUNT 

at 

 FAIR OAK 

On 

Saturday, 21
st
 May at 4 o’clock 

Tickets: adult £5, children £3 

 

Treasure Hunt around field and garden 

area – stout footwear needed.  If you do 

not want to join in the treasure hunt, you 

are most welcome to just come for a chat 

and supper.  Supper will be served about 

6 o’clock. 

Raffle                                                      

Treasure Hunt Prize 

 

Proceeds for Thorverton Church 

For tickets: phone Judy, Nick or Ray - 

860356 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 
 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571.   

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 

SENIORS’ LUNCHES 
at the 

THORVERTON ARMS 

12 noon on alternate Tuesdays* £5 

includes two courses and tea or coffee 

ALL OVER 55s WELCOME 

May 3rd, 17th and 31st 

 

The Church of Our Lady  

Upton Pyne 
 

OPEN DAY 

 
Saturday 14 May   

  11am – 3.30 pm 

 

Explore our beautiful 14
th

 Century  Grade 1-listed 

church 

just reopened after major restoration work 

 

 

flower displays, historic village documents, guided 

tours, beautiful grounds, WWI memorabilia, 

children’s trail 

delicious refreshments 
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Thorverton Fun Day 
 

If anyone would like to book a stall for the Fun Day 

being held in the grounds of the Memorial Hall on 

the 16th July 2016 please contact John and Donna 

Hodge on 01392 860088.  

Cost of a stall is £10. 

 

There will be a number of classes in the Craft 

Competition and these will be as follows: 

 

5 years and under 

 

4 cornflake cakes 

A collage or craft made of pasta 

 

6 to 10 years 

 

4 iced buns  

A vegetable animal 

 

11 to 16 years 

 

4 gingerbread men 

Drawing or painting of the Thorverton Arms 

 

Family Class 

 

Make a bird box 

 

Cooking Class 

 

Victoria Sandwich 

5 cupcakes 

Gingerbread 

A quiche 

A jar of curd 

A jar of fruit jelly 

A jar of caramelised onion chutney 

 

Flower Class 

 

A flower collage entitled 'a frosty morning' 

A bridesmaid's posy 

5 cut flowers from the garden 

An arrangement in a kitchen utensil 

A bunch of hedgerow flowers 

 

Craft 

 

A photo with a speech bubble 

A photo of the brook 

A homemade apron 

Something knitted 

3 brown eggs 

3 white eggs 

 

Entry forms should be received by the 6th July 2016 

and can be obtained from John and Donna Hodge (or 

use the copy on the next page). Entries are free for 

children, and adult entries cost 50 pence. 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall dog show 

classes 

 
Saturday July  2016 

 

Companion dog show classes 

Judging starts from 1.30 pm -entries taken from 

12.30pm 

 

Classes  £1.00 per class  

 

Class 1-  Best puppy up to 12 months 

 

Class 2   Most handsome dog 

 

Class 3   Prettiest bitch 

 

Class 4   Best rescue dog   

 

Class 5  Best Veteran over  7 years 

 

Class 6  Most appealing eyes 

 

Class 7  Best Cross-breed 

 

Class 8  Best junior handler ( up to !4 years ) 

 

Class  9  Waggiest tail 

 

Class 10  Best Condition 

 

Class 11  Best Trick 

 

Class 12  Fastest Bonio eater 

 

Rosettes 1-4  specials for children 

 

BEST IN SHOW (winners from 1-12 ) 
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Amelia Mitchell is fundraising for the Little Princess Trust 
 

The Little Princess Trust is a charity that provides real hair wigs to children who 

have lost their hair due to cancer treatment.  I am going to have my long hair cut 

into a bob so that I can donate my hair to this charity. 
 

I would be very grateful if you would be happy to support me. 
 

If you would like to sponsor me please contact me on 01392 860450. 
 

Thank you. 
 

The Welcome Café 
 

Open every Monday (except Bank 

Holidays) 

 

2.30pm 

 

WI Coffee Morning 

at the WI Hut 

 

10.00 to 11.00am 

 

Saturday 28
th

 May  

(note: not 21
st
) 

 

 
Saint Boniface Concert Society 

 

Laefer Quartet 

 

Thursday 19
th

 May 

 
7.30pm at Crediton Parish Church 

 
Tickets online at www.bonifaceconcerts.co.uk/tickets 

or from A E Lee, Outfitters, High Street, Crediton 

 

The Laefer Quartet is a saxophone quartet 

experienced in a variety of genres, who have given 

UK prtemieres of works by contemporary composers 

such as Ivan Fedele, Ed Scolding and Alexander 

Glyde-Bates 

 

 

Christian Aid Week – May 15
th

 – 21
st 

 
Collecting will take place in Thorverton and  

 Brampford Speke. 

 

If you are not already involved and would be able to 

help, please contact 

                                             Jenny Yendell on 01392 860800.  Many thanks. 

 
 

http://www.bonifaceconcerts.co.uk/tickets
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PTFA 

School Summer Fayre  

June 18th - school field,  

tombolas, bouncy castle, cakes, plants, local crafts and more. 
Please get in touch with the PTFA if you would like your own stall at the Fayre? 
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15
th

 Sunnymead Gas-Up 
Sunday 8th May 2016 

Thorverton, Nr Exeter, 10am to 4pm 
 

Vintage & Classic Cars + Tractors + Motorcycles + Stationary Engines + Miniature Steam 
 

If you have an exhibit that you would like to display, just bring it along from 10am onwards 
 

The event is supported by: 

Mid Devon Tractor, Machinery & Engine Group 

East Devon Tractor, Machinery & Engine Club 

Devon Ford & Fordson Association 
 

There will be a Bouncy Castle, Tombola, Draw, Refreshments and a Bric-a-brac Stall 

 

Wanted : Bric-a-brac and Draw Prizes or anything you can think of to raise money 
 

Entry is by donation, with all money raised divided between Thorverton Surgery and 

Devon Air Ambulance 

___________________________________________ 

Bingo 
Saturday 7

th
 May 

Don’t miss our ‘Barn Bingo’ on the Saturday evening at 7pm 

Everyone welcome 
___________________________________________ 

How to find us: 

We are on the Raddon Road to the west of Thorverton Village - the first entrance on the right past the recreation 

field. 

 

Enquiries: 

June Lee – 01392 860317 

Mike Lee – 01392 861449 (after 5-30pm) 
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Church Services and News 
    

MAY 2016 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 1 May 2016 Easter 6 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism   Cadbury M Hall   

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism   Stoke Canon D Francis  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe 

05:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  HW 

 

 

Thursday 5 May 2016 Ascension Day 

06:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  D James  

 

 

Sunday 8 May 2016 Easter 7  

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham                                 D Gunn-Johnson  

09.30am Open Church  Thorverton       Cancelled due to Arts Festival   

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon  

10:00 am Open Door   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

  

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe LF 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne D Francis

  

 

 

Sunday 15 May 2016 Pentecost 

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   D James   

09:30 am Open Church followed by  Thorverton   

10:00 am Family Service   Thorverton  Lay Led  
   Joint with Baptist Church  

10:00 am  Holy Communion [C] Cadbury SS 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Poltimore Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  MSS 

 

 

Sunday 22 May 2016 Trinity Sunday  

09:30 am Sunday Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres  MSS 

09:30 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton  D Francis 

10:00 am  Messy Church   Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism   Upton Pyne  J Cackett 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe SS  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  Cadbury D Hamer  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer     Huxham  B Ardill 

 

 

Sunday 29 May 2016 Trinity 1 Mission Community Service  

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Netherexe   J Henton  

Followed by Picnic  

02:00 pm  Baptism  Newton St Cyres                            C Edwards  

03:00 pm  Baptism   Upton Pyne  SS    

 

Sunday 5 June 2016 Trinity 2 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 
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09:30 am  Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism   Cadbury                                     B Dugmore    

10:00 am Service of the Word    Stoke Canon Lay Led   

11:00 am  Service of the Word & Baptism  Poltimore  M Bate  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Monday 30 May [half-term]   

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

 Vacancy    Rector    

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister        01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
Counselling and Christianity – Why Love 

Matters 
 
In my training as a counsellor, the book which had 

most impact on me was “Why love matters” by Sue 

Gerhardt. The subtitle is “How affection shapes a 

baby’s brain” and that is what it is about.  

 

Neuroscientists now know how important a mother’s 

or carer’s love is to enable babies to regulate their 

emotions and to learn to relate to other people. Those 

parts of the brain which enable us to empathise with 

others and control anxiety develop very early in life. 

If that love is absent or lost during infancy (through 

bereavement for example), the consequences for the 

mental and physical health of the child, adolescent 

and adult can be profound. Depression, anxiety, 

addiction, delinquency and suicide and even serious 

illness may sometimes all have their roots in early 

neglect. Lack of consistently “good enough” 

mothering can also make it more likely that adults 

will have difficulty with relationships in later life. 

 

So love does matter profoundly. What neuroscience 

is now telling us, Christians have known for 2000 

years and (given that the commandment to “Love 

your neighbour as yourself” appears in the Old 

Testament too) the Jews have known for even longer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The book’s impact on me was profound because I 

had not realised how important that initial attachment 

relationship was. It made me more grateful to my 

own mother and less likely to be judgemental 

towards others who might not have been so fortunate.  

 

This is just as well, because those who come to 

counselling have often not been so fortunate, and 

they don’t need to be judged – they need compassion. 

They may even need re-parenting. 

 

Another slant on this is the psychological importance 

of the words “as yourself” in Jesus’ 2
nd

 

commandment quoted above. Loving ourselves is no 

less important than loving our neighbour. Clients 

who come to counselling often come without a sense 

of their own intrinsic worth and this sometimes arises 

because parental love has been conditional. “I will 

only love you if: you are good/clean/clever/work 

hard...” So by all means encourage your children to 

be all of these things, but make sure they know that 

you love them whether or not they succeed. 

 

Thinking more widely, the command to love one 

another, even our enemies, seems to me to be the 

essence of Christianity, and the only hope for this 

troubled world, for Christians, Jews and Muslims, in 

particular. 

      

 Royston Kershaw 
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Baptist Church  
 

Joined by Jesus 

 

A few months ago my youngest daughter installed for 

me on my smartphone an app that records the number 

of steps you take in a day - in a word, a pedometer.  

With it came the information that the World Health 

Organisation recommends a target of 10 000 steps a 

day for maximum health.  "That'll be a breeze," I 

thought to myself, having acquired the habit of going 

off for a long walk through the countryside round 

Thorverton every morning since we came to live in 

the village almost two years ago.  Big mistake!  To 

my dismay,  I soon discovered that I was falling a 

long way short of the goal and would have to up my 

daily distance considerably.  In fact, in order to log 

up 10 000 steps you have to walk something like five 

miles - no mean feat to achieve each day.  So far, I 

have managed it and in fact my waist line is 

noticeably slimmer and I have lost several pounds. 

 

The couple recorded in Luke's gospel as walking 

from Jerusalem on Easter Day to a village called 

Emmaus were not doing so for health reasons.  They 

were members of the Christian community and they 

were devastated by what had happened to their leader 

a few days previously.  He had been publicly 

executed by crucifixion, following vicious torture, 

after being handed over to the Roman occupying 

forces by the Jewish authorities who were his 

enemies.  These two Christians, probably a well-

known couple among the believers, demoralised by 

this turn of events, were discussing with each other as 

they climbed up the winding road which led out of 

the city with its dreadful memories to a village a few 

miles away where they would find peace and quiet.  

As they walked and talked, an unknown traveller 

drew up to their level.  They did not realise it, but 

they had been joined by Jesus. 

 

He invited them to share with him what they were 

talking about - and out it all came, their 

disappointment, disillusionment and despair.  They 

confided to him their understanding of this Jesus of 

Nazareth who had been sentenced to death and 

crucified.  For them he had first of all been a prophet, 

which is what the crowds had called him a few days 

earlier on the occasion of the triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem.  Then they had considered him to be the 

Messiah, the one who would redeem Israel and make 

her a great nation once more, free from Roman 

domination. But these hopes had been dashed by his 

death. 

 

There was more, they added.  That very morning, 

some women from their community had visited the  

 

garden tomb where Jesus had been buried and found 

it empty.  This had been confirmed by some of their 

menfolk.  And that was the story.  That's what they 

had been talking about when Jesus had caught up 

with them. 

 

Now it's the stranger's turn to speak.  The two 

disciples still do not realise his identity but as he 

leads them through the Hebrew Scriptures they feel 

within themselves a warmth of feeling which builds 

up to burning emotion.  When they arrive at their 

destination they invite him in to share their 

hospitality for the night.  As they sit at table, the 

guest takes on the role of host and breaks the bread.  

It is that familiar gesture which causes the scales to 

fall from their eyes.  Did they also observe at that 

solemn moment the marks of the nails in his hands?  

As he disappears from their sight they at once take 

the decision to return to the city and share their 

experience with their fellow believers. 

 

And it all began with a walk in the countryside.  My 

walks are not as exciting as theirs was, but 

nevertheless I have the opportunity day by day to 

encounter the Risen Lord, whether on a stroll through 

his creation, a service in Church, or a quiet moment 

alone with him.  To facilitate this encounter we have 

the help of the Scriptures - the whole of them, Old 

Testament and New.  Let us be quick to open our 

bibles and meet the Risen Lord in a living way as we 

read the sacred text. 

 

"Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures 

to us?" 

Maurice Harrison 
 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

April WI Meeting 

Mrs. Pagliero, an extremely talented lady with a 

wealth of knowledge, was welcomed to the April 

meeting to talk about Easter Eggs worldwide.  At the 

start of the meeting, she displayed a table of 

elaborately decorated eggs sourced from different 

parts of the world, each one having a unique style of 

decoration. 

 

Mrs. Pagliero explained that eggs have been very 

important throughout the ages and in very early 

times, people thought that everything evolved from 

an egg.  Way before Christian times, people who 

wanted to have a family often put eggs under the 

foundations of their houses, to help better their 

chances.  Even some early Christians still popped 

eggs in their foundations, just in case!! In some parts 
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of the world, tiny, colourful eggs are given to loved 

ones in the form of a necklace, in a similar way that 

we might give charms for a bracelet. 

 

One by one, Mrs. Pagliero showed the detail of each 

egg and explained how the effects have been 

achieved.  She had very cleverly made exquisitely 

decorated eggs herself in several of the styles.  Her 

most cherished piece was a model of the carriage in 

which Prince William and Kate travelled from their 

wedding.   Mrs. Pagliero had acquired four white 

model horses, for which she had made reins from a 

pair of tan kid gloves, and she then made the 

beautiful coach using shells from several eggs, 

decorated, glued and delicately lined and fixed to a 

framework. 

 

In conclusion, Mrs. Pagliero told us that our Easter 

eggs, although often beautifully wrapped, are simply 

chocolate eggs – to be eaten, not put on display. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 3
rd

 May at 7:30 

pm.  It will be the Annual Meeting when resolutions 

are discussed. 

Judy Bright  
 
 

 

TARTS news 

Thorverton Amblers 
Ramblers and Trampers 

           

Recent TARTS walks: 

On Saturday 2
nd

 April 9 TARTS went for a walk in 

the Parish of Morchard Bishop, where there are over 

66 Public Rights of Way, and spectacular views to 

both Exmoor and Dartmoor.We walked over fields to 

reach Morchard Wood, and then passing Beech Hill 

and on to East Brownstone, walking by the river and 

then through a field of sheep with their lambs. 

Turning toward the west, we walked through 

Cockrattle Lane and on to Dovetail Barn, where the 

owners kindly welcomed hungry TARTS, providing 

them with a dry seat to eat their picnic and a 

wonderful view of the valley and the village to the 

South. 

 Then onward through more woodland and fields to 

Broadridge and Shores, jumping the stream, where 

the stepping stones had been washed away. We then 

walked back by way of the  road into Morchard 

Bishop village passing the reputedly longest row of 

thatched cottages in the country.  TARTS then 

enjoyed refreshment at the local hostelry of The 
London Inn.   

After a cloudy start, the sun came out to bless the rest 

of the walk. The round tour came to just over 6 miles. 

Future walks and events 

Saturday 30
th
 April, longer walk led by Graeme 

 

 

Saturday 21
st
 May led by Heather and Royston 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203).Caroline Prince 

 

Poetry 
The Awakening 

 

Sweet garden opening to the sun, 

Days of barren cold are done. 

Perennials survive, annuals have flown; 

But seeds are saved to be resown. 

Wallflowers yellow, muscari blues, 

Bedfellows in complimentary hues, 

Primroses tuck clusters everywhere, 

Their subtle perfume wafts the air. 

White violets creep around the edges, 

(once prevalent in field’s wild hedges.) 

Lawns wear necklaces of gold  

Daffodils – dainty bright and bold. 

Sweet garden opening to the sun, 

Gladdening the hearts of everyone. 

Although small, you represent much more 

Of this wide world’s great treasure store, 

For which we give thanks every day 

Lending us pleasure along life’s way. 

 

                                              Doreen Beer 
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Rocktober 
 

Thorverton: are you ready to rock? 

 

 

We are delighted to announce an exciting one-off 

event taking place in Thorverton on Saturday 15 

October 2016. "Rocktober" a live music and real ale 

festival with a difference, will be taking place at the 

Memorial Hall between midday and midnight, with 

all profits going to the FORCE Cancer Charity. 

 

FORCE is a very special charity which is close to the 

hearts of many people, both within and outside our 

village. It provides outstanding support to both 

cancer sufferers and their loved ones, through its 

Cancer Support Centre at the RD&E and its outreach 

centres in Tiverton and Okehampton, as well as its 

activities across the county. FORCE also helps with 

the funding of pioneering research in conjunction 

with the Exeter University Medical School, as well as 

providing much needed specialist medical equipment, 

to ensure that cancer sufferers in our region have 

access to the latest treatments.  

 

Most of us know someone who has already benefitted 

from the incredible work FORCE do, in supporting 

not only the cancer sufferer but also their parents, 

children, partners, and so on. FORCE receives no 

government funding and its fundraising activities are 

therefore vital to its survival.  

 

Rocktober is a Devon-wide fundraising effort, which 

we are delighted to be hosting in our wonderful 

village. We will be offering a least 15 real ales for 

you to sample, selected from the very best local and 

national breweries. The live music for the event is 

already confirmed and we have a line-up of truly 

exceptional quality. 

  

Tinderbox are a widely acclaimed band, based in 

Bournemouth, who have toured all around the world, 

including the USA, Canada, Australia and the Far 

East. They have opened for acts such as Joan 

Armatrading, 10cc, Hazel O` Connor and Squeeze`s 

Chris Difford. They have several widely acclaimed 

albums under their belt and have enjoyed widespread 

radio play, with fantastic reviews. 

 

Plymouth-based Pat Orchard is an outstanding solo 

artist who has toured extensively in Europe and the 

USA as well as playing many of the major festivals 

and venues such as the Montreux Jazz Festival, 

Reading, Glastonbury and Phoenix. Pat has toured 

with artists such as Annie Lennox, Johnny Cash, 

Emerson Lake and Palmer, Robert Plant and Randy 

Crawford. 

 

Exeter based the Embezzlers are a six piece covers 

band who play a diverse range of Ska and 2Tone 

music, including classics from the likes of Desmond 

Decker and Jimmy Cliff to The Specials, Madness, 

The Selecter and The Beat, with a bit of The Clash 

thrown in for good measure. Get ready for some high 

energy fun! 

 

The Real Me are a much admired band who deliver 

superb covers of some of the best Mod, Soul, R&B 

and New Wave music. They will be playing hits from 

bands such as The Jam, The Who, The Small Faces 

and The Kinks, as well as classics from the Tamla 

Motown, 60s Beat and R&B scenes. 

 

50`s Rockabilly band Delta 88 have already started 

enjoying great success since forming in 2014, with 

their mixture of classic upbeat 50s rockabilly and 

original material. They are developing a reputation 

across the whole of the South West and are 

guaranteed to fill the dance-floor. 

 

Finally, no live music event in Thorverton could 

possibly be complete without our own, fabulous 

Thorvertones. Bernie, Mark, Ben and Harry will be 

performing all their favourites with their usual 

inimitable style and great sound. We can`t wait! 

 

Tickets for this event are limited and will cost £5 for 

adults, with free entry for children under 16. Buy in 

advance and you will also get a free pint of ale (or 

another drink if that doesn`t take your fancy). Tickets 

are limited and the event is likely to be very popular, 

so please buy early. 

 

Look out for our article in next month`s Focus, when 

we will be announcing when and where tickets go on 

sale and sharing our plans for a mouth-watering 

range of top quality food and our fabulous selection 

of real ales. 

 

If anyone would like to offer their support for the 

event, please contact Tim Colebrook (01392 861019) 

and do look out for our regular updates on Facebook 

and Twitter. 
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Some Weird English (and other) 
Customs 
As a former teacher of English as a Foreign 

Language I quickly learnt that each culture has its 

own rules, and that breaking these rules can lead to 

sudden death. As with the world’s myriad religions, 

what appears to make perfect common sense to the 

adherents of one faith may make no sense whatsoever 

to those of other beliefs: men dressing up in women’s 

clothes to perambulate around a designated space, the 

removal or retention of specific articles of clothing 

within the holy confines, the bowing, scraping and 

“wai-ing” accorded to lumps of stone, etc. 

 

Each cultural area also has its rules which often 

appear bizarre to outsiders. Although in a scattering 

of instances they are perfectly logical, in most they 

have no foundation in reason at all. If it was good 

enough for your great-great-great grandad it’s good 

enough for you. 

 

I once heard an anecdote about a first English class in 

a language school in Edinburgh where all the 

participants were Chinese. 

 

“Now,” said the teacher with a friendly smile, “let me 

learn all your names.” He picked up a red board 

marker and proceeded to write down all the first 

names of the students as they were called out to him. 

He was unaware that he had committed a cardinal sin 

and that the students were filled with horror at this 

terrible deed that had been perpetrated on them. But 

how was their teacher to know that you only write the 

names of Chinese people in red if they are dead? 

 

On the subject of EFL classes, an English friend in 

Germany has just told me about an English woman 

teaching in a German company who horrified her 

class by telling them they were to follow the English 

custom of using first names. Although the use of 

forenames has become a lot more common in recent 

years, to use them in a company where the class 

members are in different positions in the hierarchy 

would be looked upon as unforgiveable. 

 

Although I think the teacher is at fault here it is only 

too easy to make mistakes when one isn’t particularly 

knowledgeable about the culture. I’ve certainly been 

guilty in this respect during my career. I should 

definitely have known better than to ask a class of 

juvenile Arab men about their mothers and sisters, 

but am perhaps less culpable in prodding young 

Japanese students for information on their emperor 

(“Please, we don’t talk about the Emperor in 

public”). 

 

Even more excusable, I think, was my little mistake 

in Mumbai.  

 

On a trip to the south of the country I made the 

acquaintance of a young couple from Bombay (as it 

was then). We went to a restaurant together, where 

the husband tried to order a meal in Hindi, which the 

waiter refused to accept until he repeated it in 

English! Anyway, since I was based in Mumbai, 

where the couple lived, they invited me to have 

dinner with them on my return. I arrived at their 

house and was invited to chat to the husband in the 

lounge for an hour while his wife and her mother 

prepared our meal, which they served to us in the 

kitchen. 

 

He and I then withdrew to the living-room where we 

talked for a while. But as our conversation proceeded 

I began to notice increased unease on my host’s part, 

a discomfort I couldn’t account for until I suddenly 

remembered a warning in my Nagel’s Guide to India 

to the effect that if invited to a meal at home one 

should leave immediately afterwards as a failure to 

do so would indicate that one was still hungry! 

 

All of this is by the way, merely a reflection of what 

we find weird whilst those who practise these 

conventions regard as entirely natural. To stay with 

the topic of food for the moment we can identify a 

large range of divergences between cultures, even 

within Europe. One that immediately comes to mind 

is the way we eat boiled eggs – I’ve been vehemently 

criticised more than once by foreigners for my 

technique in tackling my egg. 

 

Another point of meal etiquette concerns soup 

drinking. My father used to tell the story of how a 

German spy was caught because of his use of his 

soup spoon. If one follows British protocol one tips 

the soup dish away from one as the contents empty. 

In Germany the bowl is tipped towards the diner. 

 

Then there’s the addition of salt to butter. In one 

particular European country this is the norm - though 

how can one bring oneself to consume bread, salt, 

butter and jam together I find a trifle hard to 

understand… 

 

Supplementing processed food with sugar is another 

foible. Bread naturally contains a little sugar, and in 

Britain a further sprinkling is added to certain 

varieties. In Sweden, however, this is taken to the 

extreme, with the dough being literally saturated in 

the stuff.  Luckily I was fortunate to live near a 

supermarket that also stocked healthy German rye 

bread. They also stocked huge jars of soused herring 

(matjes), a particular favourite of mine I’d become 

acquainted with in Germany.  Rubbing my hands in 
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glee I prepared to settle down to a delicious supper - 

until I discovered the fish were swimming around in 

a sea of sugar. 

 

Because I spent most of my career in Germany, its 

culture has formed the bedrock of my ideas regarding 

what is normal and what is not. Obviously, German 

customs are rarely very different from those in these 

islands. Where there are variations it’s often an 

interesting diversion to cast a critical and objective 

eye over them. 

 

For instance, in the Fatherland it is strictly forbidden 

by law and convention to walk across a zebra 

crossing when the light is red. If you ask a German 

why, you can bet your last euro that they’ll say not 

“The cops sting you for €5 if you do” but “We must 

give a good example to our children”. Never mind 

that it’s two o’clock in the morning and the streets 

are deserted, a toddler might be hiding behind a 

lamppost and chance to see something nasty lurking 

on the zebra crossing. 

 

One very odd ritual that strikes me every time I travel 

by bus in this country is the way passengers, when 

alighting, say “Thank you, driver!” What a strange 

thing to say! Isn’t it the driver’s paid function to 

shuttle people around? And how inconsiderate to 

expect the poor guy to say “You’re welcome” a few 

thousand times a day when he or she has more 

pressing responsibilities. I can well imagine that if 

Germans thanked the tram driver for his 

conveyancing services they would be sectioned. 

 

The same, notoriously, applies to queuing. George 

Mikes drew our attention to the queue of one back in 

1946 and it’s still true. When you’re next in Exeter 

bus station look out for queues of five waiting to 

board an empty double-decker. Why? Granted, it’s 

better than joining a scrum à la Mediterrane, but 

creating an unregulated but orderly group works 

quite as well. 

 

Cinema etiquette in Britain and Germany is different 

in one odd respect. Here, when new arrivals are 

obliged to pass those already seated in order to reach 

their assigned seat they turn their backs to them. In 

Germany (and I believe in other countries too) this 

would be regarded as quite impolite: one faces those 

members of the audience already seated. This is 

perhaps one instance where logic sides with neither 

procedure. 

 

A Teutonic observance that even today I find 

admirable and worthy of duplication is the rule that, 

apart from in commercial settings, people should be 

allowed a couple of hours after lunch to relax 

undisturbed. Although referred to, at least in my 

circle, as the “Lehrerschlaf” or “teachers’ sleep” this 

applies to the population in general. This is the time 

when you do not – repeat, do not – trouble others by 

a visit or phone call! The penalty for breaking this 

unwritten law is too terrible to contemplate, and 

having my Lehrerschlaf fractured too often in 

Thorverton by the noise of lawn mowers or church 

bells I’m heartily in agreement. 

 

On the subject of sound there appears to be one 

oddity to be met with in Britain that, to be fair, I had 

never noticed until foreign students pointed it out to 

me. Namely, that British women have a tendency to 

speak with unnaturally high-pitched voices. Now, 

having had my attention drawn to the phenomenon, I 

can’t help being struck by it. It would be interesting 

to know what the basis is for this. 

 

Finally: as far as I know there are no rules in this 

country governing the giving of gifts when invited to 

someone’s home. In other countries this can be a 

thorny subject. In China the never-gives would 

include clocks, because the Chinese for “clock” 

sounds like one word for “death”, and the suggestion 

that your hosts may like to share the juicy pears 

you’ve brought with you means “I hope you two 

break up pretty soon”, since “pear” and “separate” 

are similar in sound. Even in our neighbour Germany 

there are a couple of no-goes regarding flowers. If 

you are a male, do not present the hostess with red 

roses (well, you may, but don’t expect her husband to 

invite you again). And male or female, never give 

chrysanthemums, which are associated with death. 

 

So there you are. We’re all programmed by our 

cultures. But isn’t it fun, just occasionally, to do 

exactly the reverse of what is expected of us…? 

 

Stretton Taborn 

 

 

Driving Licence Photos 

Don't risk a £1,000 fine. 

Check the expiry date (4b) of photo on driving 

licence. 

Photos must be replaced every 10 years. £14 to renew 

(£17 if you renew by post), but a far better option. 

 

Beware unofficial driving licence websites 

   Sylv Gregory 
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Recipe   

May - the asparagus season! 
 
Tender raw asparagus tips are good in a rice salad 

made from: cold, boiled long grain brown rice, 

chopped hard boiled, local, free-range eggs, 

mayonnaise, lemon juice, seasoned with freshly 

ground pepper. Garnish with chopped chives. 

 

Fresh asparagus is delicious when steamed until just 

tender, brushed with melted butter, sprinkled with 

freshly grated Parmesan cheese and browned under 

the grill. 

 

Make the most of home grown or local asparagus by 

saving the water in which it is cooked as a stock for 

soup or risotto.  

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Crediton 
 

 
 
SILVERTON & EXE VALLEY 

SENIORS 
May 2016 Newsletter 

 

Events & activities for the           

+  
 

If you are this age or above, live in the Exe Valley, 

are interested in getting out, visiting places and 

meeting people then membership of the Club may 

be for you.   The Club organises events such as 

monthly coffee mornings and coach outings, 

holidays, whist drives and theatre trips. Annual 

membership is £5. 

 

MONDAY WHIST  

Fortnightly whist this month will be on the 9th and 

23rd May at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton 

commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2.50 

includes refreshment, and raffle ticket!  It’s fun 

and easy to learn!  Why not come along? 

 

COFFEE MORNING – Tuesday 10th May 

Is the date of our Coffee Morning at St Mary’s 

Church Hall Silverton between 1000 and 1130.  

This is an opportunity to book for forthcoming 

events, meet friends and if you wish, to take part 

in our optional quiz and raffle.  Entrance charge 

£1:00 includes refreshments.  Hope to see you 

there! 

 

 

DATES OF SOME FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS! 
 
Tuesday 17th May – Bowood House & Gardens.  

Our coach leaves Silverton at 0900 (S-Canon 0835, 

Rewe 0838, Ruffwell 0840, Bickleigh 0907) destined 

for this magnificent house with parkland designed by 

Capability Brown and with gardens spanning every 

era of design.  Inclusive cost House & Gardens £20 

plus additional option £3.50 to visit the separate 

Woodland Garden housing an oasis of azaleas, 

magnolias and rhododendrons in the peak viewing 

season. 

Wednesday 22nd June – St Ives Cornwall.   

Leaving Silverton at 08:30 (Bickleigh 08:07, Ruffwell 

08:35, Rewe 08:38, Stoke Canon 08:40) we travel to 

this Cornish resort – stopping for tea/coffee on route 

– famous for its beaches, working harbour, 

fishermen’s cottages, Tate, other galleries and 

exhibitions whilst there are plenty of pubs and cafes 

to visit.  Coach fare £12 

Rhythm of the Dance: Queens Theatre 

Barnstaple – Thursday 30th June.  A spectacular 

evening of foot-tapping Irish music, dancing and 

song is promised by the Irish National Dance 

Company with a live band, three tenors and 22 

dancers.  Departing Silverton 1700, (Stoke Canon 

1635, Rewe 1638, Ruffwell 1640, Bickleigh 1705) we 

travel to Barnstaple arriving in plenty of time for a 

meal or refreshment before the performance. 

Inclusive cost Coach & Show £25 

 

OBITUARY – STANLEY (Stan) H CHILCOTT 

We regret to record the death of our former long-

serving Secretary and one of the Club founders 

who passed away on the 12th April after a long 

debilitating illness and deteriorating health.  Stan 

devoted many years of his retired life to organising 

activities for older members of the community for 

which he was awarded an MBE.  He stood down as 

Secretary in 2009 but remained involved as 

Chairman and as an active Club member until 

failing health last year. 

 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further 

details of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Healthy Monkey Business 
 

Ultimately, biologically, humans are simply well 

developed monkeys.  Complex, interesting, highly 

communicative monkeys but no matter how hard we 

try we all retain some monkey behaviour.  Hopefully 

some of these behaviours (but not always all of 

them!) evolve or disappear as we mature from child 

to adult.  However the one innate monkey behaviour 

we never lose is the need to have social interaction. 

 

It is clear that an individual monkey isolated from its 

group will exhibit changes in behaviour.  Research 

has clearly shown that this directly leads to changes 

in brain chemistry and that these changes ultimately 

lead to changes in physical health.  Lonely monkeys 

become sick monkeys very quickly. 

 

Humans are much more complex and as a result 

much more confusing. However the effects of social 

interaction not working well, or worse not taking 

place at all, are all too apparent in our society. 

Reaching out to those who are isolated is really 

important if we are to optimise health in our 

communities.  It is also important that these contacts 

are face-to-face and regular. (The paradox of social 

media actually causing more loneliness is currently 

under research).   

 

Taking time to pop in to check on those who live 

nearby and are limited in their abilities to get out can 

have enormous effects.  There are also social benefits 

of coming to see your GP.  Obviously us GPs like to 

have a bit of non-medical chat but beforehand 

patients sitting together in the waiting room can be a 

dose of medicine in itself.  Those most in need of this 

boost miss out because they are unable to get to the 

surgery.  We are very fortunate to have The Friends 

Of Wyndham House ‘Bertie’ Medication Delivery 

Service that has 300+ elderly or isolated patients who 

they see regularly.  The fantastic volunteers who man 

the Bertie service are delivering so much more to 

patients than their prescription.  

 

The Bertie Service is always happy to take on any 

patients who have difficulties coming to collect their 

medication.  It is always looking for new volunteers 

to help with the deliveries.  The service is dependent 

on their commitment and generosity and we all owe 

them an enormous thank you.   

 

Healthy communities (just like troops of monkeys) 

are more than the sum of what individual members 

bring.  How they collectively look after their weakest 

is very important.  Communication is key and so if 

you do know of someone who might benefit from the 

Bertie Service or the new Befriending Scheme that 

the Friends of Wyndham House are commencing this 

month please contact us. 

 

Monkeys chat, smile, play – a little of this every day 

helps us all keep the doctor away. 

 

Dr Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery  
 
Thorverton Co-operative Trust  
          supporting   Thorverton Post Office    

 

We are very pleased to report that our business seems 

to be continuing well and also that of our post office. 

Many of you realise that you can do a lot here in 

OUR post office and don’t have to drive or get the 

bus to be able to make use of banking services 

amongst many other things. Parking is so easy too.  

 

It’s good to be able to buy a paper or magazine 

locally and that there is a modest range of stationery, 

cards and other useful items on sale. Do let us know 

if there’s anything else you’d like us to stock, bearing 

in mind limitations of space and likely turnover. 

 

We welcome helpful feedback and suggestions, and 

would be interested to know if you’d be able to help 

our community venture more in any way. We are 

fortunate to have a good team of staff, many of them 

giving their time and skills for nothing (or not very 

much reward). If there are any volunteers out there 

who would be prepared to help on an ‘emergency or 

when people are on holiday basis’, that would be 

wonderful.   We are quite short of any extras. 

 

We will soon have a few more cards of local scenes 

available, but as yet haven’t managed to fill the hole 

left by Jane Ristic’s local postcards. If any of you 

budding photographers would like to investigate 

having some postcards printed, we’d be more than 

happy to sell them for you.  

 

As the summer approaches, people do like to be able 

to send postcards to their friends far and wide. 

We look forward to your continuing support in our 

post office and paper shop/stationers. 

 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd      

Chair and Company Secretary 

Jan Hamilton               07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 
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Legal Eagle 
 
“Here are the gumboots you ordered madam”. Many 

readers will recognise this as a line from The Fall and 

Rise of Reginald Perrin by David Nobbs. The line is 

spoken by the Rev. E.F.Wales-Parkinson, but he is 

simply repeating a line delivered in a play by 

Reggie’s son, Mark, an aspiring actor, but a 

singularly unsuccessful one. 

 

The Rev. Wales-Parkinson goes on to point out that 

whilst this is Mark’s only line, it is nevertheless 

pivotal to the play for, as he points out, “[…] if the 

lady had not received the footwear in question she 

would not have gone out into the farmyard mud on 

that wild night, she would not have been ritually 

slaughtered by the maniacal cowman, and there 

would have been no play.” 

 

Reading this line recently set me thinking about a 

newspaper headline, which appeared a few weeks 

ago in The Times, ‘Plot to drug horses for sale to 

children’. The story concerns two ladies, Charlotte 

Johnson and Amelia Jurecka, partners at an 

equestrian centre and their vet David Smith from 

Deal. The allegation made against Ms Johnson and 

Ms Jurecka is that they drugged horses before sale in 

order to make them appear docile and placid and that 

they then persuaded Mr Smith to carry out ‘cursory 

and inadequate’ examinations of the horses before 

they were sold. 

 

Counsel for the prosecution told the court that a large 

number of horses had been “grossly misdescribed” in 

a criminal way before being sold. He said: 

“Representations are made as to their physical well-

being and their calm and placid demeanour, and their 

suitability for first-time riders, when in fact they had 

significant behavioural issues, which made them 

entirely unsuitable for novice riders. On a number of 

occasions that resulted in a number of falls and 

injuries”. 

 

Counsel then explained that it was only when the 

effect of the sedatives began to wear off that the true 

nature and temperament of the horses were revealed. 

He also pointed out that several of the horses were 

found to be lame. 

 

Buyers, it is alleged, were tricked into using Mr 

Smith instead of an independent practitioner. 

According to reports, one mother went to see a horse 

for her ten-year-old daughter after reading an advert 

in Horse and Hound which described the particular 

animal as a “saint, bomb proof in all ways, a 

babysitter on four legs and no vices”. The report 

states that the mother was assured by Ms Jurecka that 

the horse was suitable. When she got the horse home 

she discovered that it was lame, bucked and when the 

daughter attempted to ride it, it bolted. 

 

Ms Johnson, Ms Jurecka and Mr Smith are charged 

with conspiracy to commit fraud contrary to s1(1) 

Criminal Law Act 1977. 
 

The essence of the offence is that a party makes an 

agreement with another person or persons that a 

course of conduct shall be pursued which, if the 

agreement is carried out in accordance with their 

intentions, either (a) will necessarily amount to or 

involve the commission of any offence or offences by 

one or more of the parties to the agreement, or (b) 

would do so but for the existence of facts which 

render the commission of the offence or any of the 

offences impossible. 

 

The offence, which it is alleged the parties had 

agreed to commit, is fraud contrary to the provisions 

of the Fraud Act 2006. In particular, fraud by false 

representation, which requires a person to dishonestly 

make a false representation, intending, by making the 

representation to make a gain for himself or another, 

or to cause loss to another, or to expose another to a 

risk of loss. 

 

If the allegations against Ms Johnson, Ms Jurecka 

and Mr Smith are proved to the satisfaction of the 

jury then a guilty verdict will be returned. 

 

The pivotal moment then is the moment when the 

parties entered into the agreement, if such is the case. 

Without the agreement the events, which have 

resulted in the trial, would not have occurred or 

would not have occurred in the manner, in which it is 

alleged they occurred. 

 

Rather like the events which befell the lady who 

ordered the gumboots. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Thorverton Ladies Group 

 

There is no meeting in May.  

 

The date for the Barbecue is Thursday June 9th, 

6.30pm in Margaret Swaffield's garden, Schiehallion, 

School Lane. 

 

Please ring Margaret (860309) with details of the 

food you intend to bring. 

 Elspeth Holmes  
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Nature Notes 
 
From news around the village, siskins have been seen 

at a bird feeder in a garden in Milford Lane and great 

spotted woodpeckers have made a nest in an oak tree 

in a garden in Silver Street. At the time I write, I 

notice that locally the first swallows have returned to 

their summer home and are already showing their 

prowess at seeing off predators. In our garden I found 

a robin’s nest containing a clutch of five eggs and we 

also have nesting blackbirds which I have mentioned 

below.  

 

You may recall I mentioned the Hoopoe bird in the 

February Focus. Hoopoes along with many other 

birds are on their spring migration. One has pitched 

up at Portland Bill Bird Observatory on 11
th
 April. 

There is a short video of the bird on their blogspot on 

14
th
 April. Go to portlandbirdobs.blogspot.co.uk and 

scroll to the bottom of the page and click on older 

posts to find the video. This website has stunning 

photographs of all things wild.     

 

Last month I started my A to Z with adder and asked 

if anyone had seen an adder in Thorverton. I had one 

sighting reported to me from Berrysbridge where an 

adder approximately 12 to 18 inches long, was found 

inside a warm and sunny ground floor part of a 

house. 

 

This month I start with the letter B and my topic is 

the Blackbird Turdus merula, a common bird that 

came in at number 4 in the list from the RSPB Big 

Garden Birdwatch conducted in January this year. It 

was also the most widespread, appearing in 88% of 

gardens, but numbers have declined since the first 

Birdwatch in 1979. In England the House Sparrow 

was number 1, Blue Tit at number 2 and Starling at 

number 3.               

 

In my last report I said I’d found a blackbirds nest in 

our garden on 23
rd

 February. The cup shaped nest had 

some moss included in its construction. On 21
st
 

March I was delighted to find it contained three 

pretty blue-green eggs with brown speckling. A 

blackbird lays her eggs at daily intervals. My 

reference books quote different clutch sizes so the 

minimum number quoted is three and maximum is 

nine. Likewise the brood numbers range from two to 

five. On 11
th
 April I spotted a hen blackbird with a 

beakful of worms and watched her fly to this nest. 

Later on I was able to see inside the nest three 

healthy looking chicks. Between the afternoon of 16
th
 

and 17
th
 April the chicks had flown the nest. 

 

On 27
th
 March I discovered a second blackbird’s nest 

in the garden and this one has sheep’s wool mixed 

into the cup. It too had three eggs but sadly on 7
th
 

April I found the eggs had gone, the nest deserted, 

predated by something not too large. The nest itself 

was untouched so I guess the eggs may have been 

taken by a corvid or stoat or weasel.  

 

During a walk in the garden on 12
th
 April, a hen 

blackbird shot out of a hedge and proceeded to 

squawk and make out that she was slightly injured. 

Her action prompted me to spot her nest which was 

of the same construction as the deserted nest, the cup 

containing sheep’s wool and some 23 yards from the 

predated nest. Later on in the day I found it contained 

two eggs. By 16
th
 April another two eggs had been 

produced.  

 

Along with robins, blackbirds are quite aggressive 

when it comes to rivalry for territory and mates. In 

Focus last year I reported the killing of a male 

blackbird by another. This very morning as I type this 

report a male blackbird bashed into our sitting room 

window in its attempt to escape from the aggression 

of another male. 

 

I dedicate this piece to my dad who passed away on 

2
nd

 April. When I was a little girl one of my earliest 

memories was of my dad showing me a nest of 

blackbird chicks he had found in the garden.  

 

No sighting of a grass snake for me yet, perhaps not 

quite warm enough (we ought to have had more 

warmth by now) although an adder was spotted at 

Saunton at the end of March. The birds are a delight 

with their singing, swelled by the likes of blackcap 

and chiffchaff. As reported by the RSPB, goldcrests 

and other small resident birds have fared well owing 

to the mild winter. Each time I am out for a walk I 

see goldcrests and who seem quite oblivious to the 

presence of a human being. Look out for swifts that 

should arrive here in May and Early Purple orchids 

that grow on the hedgebanks and in the woodlands 

around us. 

                                    Jenny Garne 01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

Christmas Lights 
 

I am sorry not to have reported sooner on the 

excellent total of £178 raised by Andy Cleave for 

Force, gathered through contributions made by 

people for the Christmas lights.  It really was a great 

display.  

Ed  

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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The Garden in May 2016 
 

The merry month of May is a delightful time for the 

gardener but a very busy month, so no let up yet, 

Neville, its full steam ahead!  

 

If you are blessed with heavy Devon clay soil you 

will realize that planting, garden tidy and digging are 

all running out of time. The clay soil for all its good 

qualities of mineral and water retention has the 

downside of turning into something resembling 

concrete when the weather warms up for any length 

of time. So, if this is the case with your soil, make the 

most of your spare time to work on any of these jobs, 

for when the soil hardens up it’s time for the deck 

chair! 

 

 Continue to work on any rough areas in your garden, 

tidying shrub and flower beds. Remove and cut back 

brambles before they really get a hold and dig soil to 

remove weed roots of anything undesirable. There is 

still time to do this and you really will benefit for the 

rest of the summer. If you have grown tulips they 

will be dying back and can get in the way of annual 

planting so dig them out and heel them into a large 

pot or spare corner of a flower bed to die back 

completely. They can then be dug out and stored 

somewhere dry until planting next October/ 

November. If planting out summer annuals in your 

garden, wait until later in the month when the danger 

of a surprise frost has past, unusual in Devon but not 

impossible. 

 

May is a good time for planting evergreens if there 

has been a wet period. These plants like a warm soil 

and do not like to be checked when they are planted. 

 

The other suitable time is September. They will be 

sold as container grown or balled, their roots 

wrapped in hessian. Make sure you stand the plant in 

water for an hour before planting and check watering 

regularly this summer. Roses can also be planted this 

month but it is better to plant container grown plants 

now rather than bare root. Be extra careful not to 

disturb the root ball, so you might need to cut the pot 

away from the plant if it looks difficult to remove. 

 

There is a lot to do in the veggie patch. If you are still 

struggling to clear your plot you might want to cover 

some of the area with black plastic and concentrate 

on a smaller area this season. There is nothing so 

depressing as visiting your overgrown plot when you 

don’t have time to tackle it. So take stock and give 

yourself the right amount of space for the time you 

can allow, the rest can be dealt with later. 

 

Peas, sugar snaps sweet peas can all be planted out, if 

you haven’t already done so. If you haven’t grown 

your own seed, the garden centres do a very good 

range of veg. plants at moderate prices, so no excuse 

not to fill up your plots. Summer greens, brussels 

cauliflower can also go in the ground now and plenty 

of different lettuce varieties. Protect from slugs and 

pigeons. Keep watered until bedded in and showing 

signs of growth.  

 

Be cautious with frost sensitive plants such as runner 

beans, French beans and cucurbits i.e. courgettes, 

marrows, squash and pumpkins. These plants need to 

grow on unchecked when they go in the ground and 

like it warm and frost free. The same with tomatoes 

and cucumber but if you have a green house, this will 

give protection and you can fleece if it gets cold. 

Watch out for your potatoes as they also dislike frost 

on their foliage and need to be earthed up until it is 

either impossible to cover them or it is frost free.  

 

This earthing up helps to produce more tubers and 

protects from frost so is very important. If unable to 

cover the foliage with earth on a cold evening, fleece 

over the bed and weight down the edges. It is better 

than having frost damage which can seriously stunt 

your plants and crop. 

 

So, Neville, just a few little pointers to keep you busy 

and there are plenty more if you finish all of those!!! 

[That should be enough for the first couple of weeks 

at least, thank you.  After which the deckchair 

beckons – Ed] 

                                    Happy gardening 

                                                       Lorraine 

                                                     Lorraine Colebrook  

 

 

Cricket Club 
The season is well under way now.  

 

The home league fixtures in May are: 

 

Saturday 7
th     

First XI v Ottery St Mary 

 

Saturday 14
th    

Second XI v Sidmouth 3rds 

 

Saturday 21
st    

Second XI v Bideford 

 

Saturday 28
th
     First XI v Plymstock 

  



Focus on Thorverton 28 Vol. 47 No 5 - May 2016 
 

 

Thorverton in 1939 
 

The censuses of 1901 and 1911 provided detailed 

information about the names, ages, occupations, 

birthplaces and family groupings of the people who 

were in Thorverton at those times.    Much less is 

known about later years.     The Electoral Rolls that 

were published annually listed adults who were 

entitled to vote and their addresses, which often 

enabled marital status to be deduced, but gave no 

indication of age or employment and ignored those 

under the age of twenty-one.    There were also 

occasional County Directories with sections on each 

parish and the names of its leading inhabitants.   Of 

the latter there were two distinct classes:  “Private 

Residents” and “Commercial”. 

   

There were twenty of the former in Thorverton in 

1939, according to the Kelly’s Directory for that year, 

the Vicar, three retired army officers, a titled lady, 

and others, male and female, of no obvious 

profession but presumably with private means.     

One wonders who had the ticklish job of deciding 

who went on this social A-list, and who was 

excluded.    The Commercials were about fifty 

farmers, innkeepers, gardeners and other 

tradespeople, all of whom were men apart from two 

widows running family farms.    Of the other six 

hundred or so residents, whatever their age, status or 

gender, not a word in Kelly. 

 

But now, quite suddenly, a lot more is known about 

1939.   The outbreak of war caused a national survey 

to be taken, in order to get precise information about 

the size of the population and to list the individuals 

who would need to be supplied with identity cards 

and ration books.   In Thorverton, as everywhere else, 

each household was visited and each member’s 

name, marital status, occupation and even exact date 

of birth were recorded.    And now, some seventy-

five years later, copies of the original handwritten 

registers have been put online, and all that 

information can be seen on the subscription website, 

Findmypast. 

 

Actually, not quite all of it.     What is visible are the 

entries for all those people who would have been 

over one hundred years old by now and for those 

whose deaths were recorded between 1939 and now.     

The entries for those who are still alive or could 

possibly still be alive – those who may have 

emigrated, changed their names or simply 

disappeared – have been covered over and made 

unreadable.  

    

There are details for 251 males, including 28 who 

were aged under twenty-one, and for 286 females, 

including 16 under twenty-one.     Then there were 

145 “unreadables”, most of whom would have been 

children and presumably children of named married 

couples in the same household (and some of whom 

are doubtless still here with us as very mature adults).   

So the population was 682, a few less than at the 

censuses of 1931 and 1951, and possibly some 

younger men had already left to join the armed 

forces. 

 

The occupations reported are interesting.    Of the 

172 married women, all but nine were assigned to the 

category of “unpaid domestic duties” or simple 

“domestic duties” – probably there was no distinction 

between these – and the others were “incapacitated”, 

“shopkeepers” working alongside their husbands, 

“sub-postmistress” Mrs Cummings with her sub-

postmaster husband (who was perhaps busier with his 

trade as a clockmaker), and a “cook” who may have 

worked in one of the bigger houses.    In short, no 

married woman was in paid employment outside the 

parish, and only one or two had paid jobs within it. 

There were 37 widows (rather more than the 20 

widowers. Most were “retired”, or “unpaid domestic 

…”, or “shopkeepers”, and there were also the two 

who were farming and a retired lady’s “companion” 

at Bidwell Barton. 

 

The occupations of the single women were rather 

more varied.    Many were still “unpaid  domestic ..”  

working in family farms or businesses, and there 

were a handful of dairymaids, dressmakers, domestic 

servants and waitresses who probably worked 

locally. 

 

But some single women worked further afield, 

beyond the parish boundaries.   There were two 

“shorthand typists” (one of them at Lloyds Bank), a 

“receptionist hospital”, a “trained nurse travelling”, 

as well as a “paper sorter at mills” (presumably at 

Silverton or Stoke Canon).  And two more stood out 

on account of their most untypical occupations.    

One was Miss Rona Ferguson, “artist”;  she it was 

who carved the image of St Thomas Becket  in the 

porch of the church above the main door.   The other 

was Miss Olive Moger, who must surely herself have 

dictated her entry to the surveyor:   “genealogist and 

archivist; 1917 Statistical Clerk to Wheat 

Commission”.    Strange as it may seem, Miss Moger 

is probably the most widely known of Thorverton’s 

past inhabitants.  Her fame lies in her having made 

summaries of hundreds of the old Devon wills that 

were later destroyed in the Exeter Blitz, and the set  - 

several feet in length – of  bound volumes of “Moger 

Abstracts” is now the only record of these wills and 

an invaluable source for social and family historians 

within the county and in the wider world.    She may 
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well have felt somewhat miffed that Kelly did not see 

fit to list her among the Private Residents. 

 

Some men at least had, or had previously had, jobs 

elsewhere. Four retired army officers must have, 

likewise the three “army pensioners”.   The Vicar had 

the normal professional background of the clergy.  

Two doctors must have had medical degrees, and a 

younger man was at home from London University.    

At the same time another young man was on leave 

from the R.A.F.   The “bailiff to the Chief Constable, 

Exeter” and the “road foreman, Tiverton R.D.C.”  

cannot have worked from home, nor the “commercial 

traveller photographic supplies”, nor the “clerk tyre 

company” or his brother who was a “motor van 

driver” in the same firm.    A dozen or more worked 

in paper mills outside the parish.  

 

 

 

 

Most, though, seem to have worked close to home, 

whether at the Mill, for the railway, in their shops or 

at their varied trades.    By far the largest group were 

the 35 farmers, including sons, managers and 

assistants, on their own farms, and the nearly 50 

farmworkers living for the most part in the village.   

In short, well over a third of the men were in 

agricultural occupations, and the numerous 

tradespeople and shopkeepers were there to support 

them.   Strikingly, no fewer than ten men were 

recorded as “horseman on farm”.    1939 was still a 

time when horses and carts were more likely to be 

seen in Thorverton than motor vehicles, and few 

went away each day to work. 

      

    

 

Ian Stoyle 

Rainfall Record 
March, which had been looking likely to be a relatively dry month having seen 15 consecutive dry days between 

10
th
 and 24

th
 inclusive, ended up with 84 mm of rainfall recorded in Silver Street, Thorverton.  Almost one third of 

that fell on 28
th
 March.  I will learn my lesson and not say anything about April’s recordings until the month has 

ended.  With thanks again to Gus Christianson for so assiduously maintaining a record of rainfall – and with 

apologies that I gave February’s figure as 100.7 cm when it was, of course, 100.7 mm. 
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Upton Pyne Garden Club Flower Show 

 
A very successful event with several Thorverton and Cadbury residents receiving awards and prizes. 

 

John Spivey 



Focus on Thorverton 31 Vol. 47 No 5 - May 2016 
 

 

Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  
Royston Kershaw   For general enquiries re Thorverton Church matters, in particular weddings, funeral 
and baptisms, please contact Royston Kershaw preferably by email: royston@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk      

Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Church Wardens   Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
      Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church Choir                         Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)   Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:  Thorverton/Silverton : Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                      By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861228 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe  
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Marian Beresford 01363 866112 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
       Secretary: Rachel Mildon, Treasurer - Rachel Parker. 

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
   Secretary: vacancy, web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:royston@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, Vice Chair: Bob   
                              Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: last 

                              Tuesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-members welcome. 
 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 Meet Fridays during 
   term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle              Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             
                                            Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9am-11.45am &12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. 
 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs JON WRIDE, LYNNE ANDERSON, AMANDA HALL,  

JO HARRIS & ELIZABETH SAUNDERS 
 

 

Main telephone number: 03333 442 988 www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
Newcombes 

CREDITON EX17 2AR 

01363 772263 

The Surgery, The Berry 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT 

01392 860273 

The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

01392 860176 

 

Opening times 

 

 Crediton Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

Tuesday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday 08:30 – 18:00 07:30 – 17:00 Closed 

Thursday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Friday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

 

GPs on duty 

Crediton 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

AM Dr Harris 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Harris 
Dr Hall 
 

Dr Wride 
Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Anderson 
Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Dr Hall 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

PM Dr Harris 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Harris 
Dr Hall 

Dr Wride 
Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 
Dr Ziegler 

Dr Anderson 
Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Dr Hall 
Dr Saunders 
Dr Worsley 

Thorverton 

AM  Dr Anderson Dr Anderson Dr Ziegler  

PM Dr Anderson Dr Anderson  Dr Ziegler Dr Wride 

Silverton 

AM Dr Anderson    Dr Wride 

PM      

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 111.  

Early surgery on Wednesday in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our in-

house dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk.  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit\debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions 
 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

We are now accepting new patients 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Wyndham Road, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

We are currently accepting new patients and are happy to consider patients  

from out of the area 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

 
     Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you   
     prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

  
    Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00.       Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

    Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00.   Friday 08.30 - 17:00.   
There is now no closure for lunch and  prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

On-line appointment booking  
Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 

 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Nick 
Keysell 

Dr Jeff Solman  
(GP Trainee) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 
 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 
 09:00 – 11:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies only 
09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00* 
*emergencies only 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2016 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy.      b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy. 

   

                 May 3
rd

 (Tues), 16
th
 and 31

st
 (Tues)                  May 9

th
 and 23

rd
  

                      June 13
th
 and 27

th
                                            June 6

th
 and 20

th
  

                       July 11
th
 and 25

th
                                             July 4

th
 and 18

th
  

                      Aug 8
th
 and 22

nd
                                              Aug 1

st
, 15

th
 and 30

th
 (Tues) 

                      Sept 5
th
 and 19

th
                                               Sept 12

th
 and 26

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates: 5 May,  2 & 30 June,  28 July,  25 August, 22 Sept, 20 Oct, 17 Nov, 15 Dec. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in May 
9

th
 Europe Day 

 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2016 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

MAY 

Tues 3
rd

  WI Annual Meeting.  Resolutions. 7.30pm. WI Hut. 

Fri 6
th
   Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church Hall. 10.30 – 12 noon.  All welcome. 

Sat 7
th
   Cadbury Fun Run at Fursdon, 2pm 

  Bingo at Sunnymead, Raddon Road. 7.00pm. 

Sun 8
th
   15

th
 Sunnymead Gas-Up. 10am-4pm. 

Tues 10
th
 Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Tue 10
th
 to Sat 14

th
  East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church. 10.00am to 8.30pm (4.30pm close on Sat.) 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Tues 17
th
  Annual Parish Meeting. Memorial Hall. 7.30pm. Refreshments. Speakers from local committees. 

Sat 21
st
  Treasure Hunt and supper at Fair Oak, 4pm, in aid of Thorverton Church.. 

Fri 27
th
             History Society, Amyas Crump – A Day Out - At the Seaside? WI Hut 7:30 pm 

Sat 28
th
  Maintenance of the Millennium Green. 11am. (And on the 4th Saturday of every month) 

Sat 28th WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10-11am 
 

JUNE 

Tues 7
th  

WI Meeting- Jane Flaxington- Reflexology-Made in China 7.30pm WI Hut 

Thurs 9
t
h, Ladies Group Barbecue is 6.30pm in Margaret Swaffield's garden, Schiehallion, School Lane. 

Sat 11
th
  Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am  

  Street Party for the Queen’s 90
th
 Birthday, 2pm to 4pm  

History Society –Outside visit  TBC 

Sat 18th  School Summer Fayre - - school field, tombolas, bouncy castle, cakes, plants, local crafts and 

more. 

Sat 25
th  

WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am 

Sat 25
th  

Maintenance of the Millennium Green. 11am. (And on the 4th Saturday of every month) 

007 Summer Ball Memorial Hall 

JULY 

Tues 5
th
  WI Meeting  Alexis Swain- My Life with Ducks 7.30pm WI Hut 

Sat 9
th
   Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sun 10
th
 Recreation Ground Open Day, 11am 

Sat 16
th  

Fun Day, Memorial Hall, 11am-5pm 

Sat 23
rd  

WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10-11am 
 

AUGUST 

Tues 2
nd

 WI Meeting Hearing Dogs for the Deaf 7.30pm WI Hut 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sat 27
th  

WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tues 6
th
  WI Meeting Games evening or Beetle Drive 7.30pm WI Hut 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Fri 23
rd 

History Soc. Mary Miles The History of Brewing,particularly in Devon. WI Hut 7.30pm 

Sat 24
th  

WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am  

Fri 30th  PTFA Pledge Auction - - more information to follow  

 

OCTOBER 

Tues 4
th
 WI Meeting Paul Fonnereau –Cove Garden Centre- Plants for Butterflies and Bees 2.30pm WI     

Hut 

Sat 15
th  

Rocktober- Music and Real Festival 12md-12mn Memorial Hall 

Fri 28
th
  History Society Martin Watts- Mills in the Devon Landscape WI Hut 7.30pm  

Sat 22
nd

  WI Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-11am 

 

NOVEMBER  

Sat 19
th
   Craft Fair on at the Memorial Hall, further details to follow. 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

