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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 
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thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
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 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 
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One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

 COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover:   TADS poster for Radio Play     

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to “Focus” 
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Editorial 
A monthly village magazine can hardly be expected 

to be first with the news, so I trust that you will have 

not have purchased your October copy of Focus 

expecting to find out a full story of the recent raid at 

the post office.  I hope that instead you picked up on 

the story through the Express and Echo’s report.  I 

was pleased to note in the report that a man was 

apprehended by the police and charged for the 

robbery.  The report also noted that the police were 

keen to speak to witnesses and in particular to trace 

the owner of a car which may have been subject to an 

attempted theft.  I hope that by the time that you read 

this editorial, all that will have been resolved, but if 

anyone does have information, the police can be 

called on 101 or by email to 101@dc.police, quoting 

crime reference CR/067340/16. 

 

I am sure that this unpleasant incident will have come 

as a jolt to many of us.  Allison Toogood has asked 

me to thank people for being so supportive and 

understanding about the temporary closure of the 

post office until there had been a central audit and the 

all-clear given to reopen. 

 

Turning to more pleasant events to look forward to –

if a murder mystery can be described as pleasant! – 

Thorverton Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) 

celebrate 70 years with a play appropriately to be 

staged at their old home of the WI Hut.  I am sure  

 

 

 

 

 

that tickets for the two performances will go quickly, 

so please book now.  I very much enjoyed taking part 

in the two TADS productions last year, from which 

experience I know just how much effort goes into 

producing TADS performances.  I am not taking part 

in this one though, so I have no inside knowledge 

about whodunit. 

 

I must apologise for the print quality which affected 

many copies last month, in particular on some of the 

pages of adverts.  I very much appreciate advertisers, 

not just because they bring us in something like half 

of our funds, but also because I am keen for us to 

promote local businesses where we can, and also to 

offer villagers a quick and easy look-up when they 

need a particular service.  While we have put back 

copies of the main body of Focus onto our website 

(thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com) we have not been 

putting adverts onto that site.  From this month we 

will be doing this quarterly.  I hope that this will 

mean that those who look at Focus electronically will 

be able to use it to get details of businesses in the 

area, which they might make use of. 

 

 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters  

From Carol Randall of Pinner, Middlesex 

 

I enjoyed reading the June Focus magazine including 

your walk from Stockleigh Pomeroy.  In it you ask if 

anyone knows what a "County road" is.  

 

 I wonder if it is a "green lane" and refer you to the 

website of South Devon AONB –  

www.southdevonaonb.org.uk (then under coast and 

countryside). 

 

I hope this helps, but maybe someone else has 

already supplied the answer! 

 

No they haven’t, so if anyone can help please get in 

touch - Ed 

 

 

From Hilary Dovell of Silver Street 

 

I would like to say a very big thank you to everyone 

who supported our  plant sale outside our house, by 

either purchasing or donating plants.  

 

The sale raised £630.00  for the Exeter Hospice.  

 

Thank You Very Much   

 

 

From Anthony, Vandra, and Seren Carter of Bullens 

Close 

 

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone for 

their kind words, thoughts, cards and gifts 

following the birth of our beautiful baby 

daughter on 11
th
 August - we have been 

overwhelmed by your thoughtfulness. 

 

 We might have finished writing Thank you 

letters before she is one! Many many thanks. 

 

From Tina Ayre and all the PCC 

 
Thank you so much to everyone who came 

and helped tidy up the Churchyard on 

Saturday 24th,  a good team worked hard 

and accomplished a lot. 

 

A special thanks to the children Brent, 

Regan, Etienne and Rowan, who gave up 

their Saturday , and to Adrian who has kept 

the grass looking good all year.    

 

 

 

 

From Rev Katie, Paul, Zac, Ben and Hannah Cross 

 

Thank you.  We want to say a huge thank you to 

everyone who has been so supportive during our 

move to the area, and for the many gifts and cards we 

have received. 

 

We look forward to getting to know you over the 

coming months. 

 

With many thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 

We are a family with 2 children looking to move 

to the village and settle long term. We are 

looking for somewhere to rent as soon as 

possible (and eventually somewhere to buy!). 3 

bedrooms minimum, un/part furnished, happy to 

be flexible. References available. If you know of 

any local houses available now/soon, please get 

in touch. Many thanks! Daisy Lewis, 07599 

966641. 

 

Below: the Exe Valley from above Pitt Farm 

 

http://www.southdevonaonb.org.uk/
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Committee 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming events at the Hall 

 

29 October: HALLOWEEN PARTY 

The Hall committee are pleased to be hosting a 

family Halloween Party on Saturday 29th October. 

There will be fun and games from 6pm for the 

children and a disco. Fancy dress is optional but we 

have prizes!  

Frankenstein dogs and fried fingers (hot dogs and 

fries!) and the main bar and a children's bar will be 

open. 

£3 for adults and £2 for children.  

  

19 November: CRAFT FAIR 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 

p.m. Don’t leave it too late to book your table as we 

already have a good range of stalls booked, from 

jewellery, wood designs, flower arrangements, cake 

and Christmas decorations. To book a table contact 

Sarah Addicott (860818) or Stephanie Shelton 

(861027).  Morning snacks, lunches and afternoon 

tea will be available. 

 

26 November:  the 007 Ball will usher in the 

festive season. Take this opportunity to dress up as 

Bond or one of his adversaries or female accomplices 

(or as yourself if you prefer), and dance to the music 

of Rude Awakening.  Make a note of the date now.  

Further details will be announced later. 

 

4 December: the TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY 
will take place with an anticipated visit by Father 

Christmas. 

 

6 December: Thorverton’s very own Tuesday 

CHRISTMAS BINGO. 

 

 

The Hall Toilets 
 

The Ladies' and Men's Toilets have now been 

refurbished thanks to a grant from Viridor Credits 

and are now looking brighter and fresher. Thanks 

also to Foxfords for such a good standard of work. 

 

Saturday Market reform 

The Saturday Market and Big Breakfast have long 

been one of the most successful Hall activities.  They 

provide an opportunity for Thorverton inhabitants 

(and others from further afield) to meet and chat, 

catch up with people they haven’t seen for a while, 

and buy some goods from the stalls and/or a hearty 

breakfast cooked by the wonderful kitchen 

volunteers. It is also a valuable source of revenue for 

the hall, to help meet its running and maintenance 

costs.  But nothing goes on for ever without needing 

some polishing and improving. 

 

The Hall Committee is taking a look at the Saturday 

Market to see if it can be improved in any way.  

There are no plans to alter the Big Breakfast as it 

seems so popular as it is. But in recent months there 

has been a decline in the number of stalls at the 

market end of the Hall. There are always seasonal 

ups and downs but the committee feels the format of 

the market needs investigating.  We want to involve 

the Hall users in this review. 

 

We would very much welcome any comments or 

suggestions for how we might revitalise the 

Saturday Market.  Please pass you views to any of 

the committee members listed below. 

  

Memorial Hall Committee members 

Sarah Addicott (tel. 860818), Mike Baldwin 

(860853), Roseanne Benn (860768), Lisa Browning 

(861765), Roger Fieldhouse (860768), Jeff Grace 

(860489), John Hodge (860088), Clare Heaven-

Roberts (861399), Bob Hyde (860354), Colin 

Marshall (861228), Shirley Moore (860481), Mike 

Shelton (861027). 

 

Memorial Hall website  

The hall website can be found at 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk  

 

 

 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 13th September 2016. The latest  

meeting minutes can be viewed on the notice board in  

School Lane or on the website.  The next meeting will take  

Place on October 11
th

 2016 in the Thorverton Memorial  

Hall at 7.30pm – all are welcome to attend.   

Alison Marshall – Clerk. thorvertonpc@gmail.com    

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

A new Vice Chairman 

The PC is delighted to announce that Cllr Nick Bright was elected as Vice Chairman at the September meeting. 

 

A new Parish Councillor 

After reviewing two applications the PC co-opted Mr David Reygate, of Jericho Street, onto the Council. Mr 

Reygate moved to the village earlier this year with his wife and is keen to get stuck into supporting the parish. He 

will complete the necessary paperwork in order to attend the October meeting as a Councillor. Look out for his 

photo on the PC website shortly! This co-option brings the total number of Parish Councillors back to 10 as 

required. For information your other Parish Councillors are: Cllr Stuart Crang, Chairman, Cllr Nick Bright, Vice 

Chairman, Cllrs Neville Lane, John Spivey, Graham Sims, David Waldron, Hilary Lawson, John Hodge and Robert 

Turner. 

 

Grant Giving from the Parish Council 

If you belong to a group or organisation within the parish and are looking for funding for a project then please take 

a look at the PC’s grant giving policy which can be found on the website. The PC currently has funds available to 

be used locally so if you would like an application form please go on-line or contact me.  

 

Planning matters – information received up to and including the date of the September meeting:  

*You can view planning applications, decisions, and documentation at: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/  

16/01254/HOUSE Erection of a conservatory at Brambles, Noman’s Chapel, Thorverton. The PC posted ‘no 

comment’.  

16/01107/FULL Retention of a self-service car wash/vacuum/tyre pressure facility at Thorverton Mill – revised 

drawings and additional information. The PC posted ‘no further comment’.  

 

To note the following decisions:  

 16/01049/HOUSE Extension to front and side of existing building at Raddon Hill Farm. Approved. 

 16/00970/PNAG Prior Notification for the erection of an agricultural storage building – land at Yellowford 

Farm, Thorverton. Withdrawn. 

 16/01293/PNHH Prior Notification for the erection of a conservatory at 16 Broadlands, Thorverton. 

Withdrawn. 

 

New Cemetery update 

The pre-planning application has been submitted to MDDC in order that a site meeting can be arranged. MDDC 

will then be able to advise the PC on the suitability of the proposed site, which backs onto the existing graveyard, 

and to what regulations apply to such a project.  It is hoped that the PC will meet with the new Reverend shortly to 

discuss the Parochial Church Councils involvement with the plans. Further information on this will follow next 

month.    

 

 

 

 

 

https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
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Barton Meadows – affordable homes 

I have now managed to obtain some information regarding the affordable homes for rent and purchase at the Barton 

Meadows site which you can find elsewhere in this edition of Focus, on the website, and on the notice board. 

 

Allotment for hire 

If you would like to rent an allotment from the Parish Council for £10 a year (plus £25 refundable deposit) please 

contact me for more details.  

  

Affordable Homes at Barton Meadows – update as at 3
rd

 September 2016 

 

I have recently enquired of the developers, Westhaven Homes, at the Barton Meadows site regarding the 10 

affordable homes to be built there and have been advised of the following: 

 

Whilst Westhaven Homes, being the developers, are still in negotiations with the Registered Providers of the 

affordable homes they have advised that to apply for affordable homes in Devon, including on this site, people who 

are interested will need to register with Home Choice in the area where they want to live.  Registration can be on-

line or by hard copy application - these can be obtained from Home Choice or Mid Devon District Council. Once 

registered applicants can use Home Choice to search for available properties within the area in which they wish to 

live and they can also apply for any suitable homes.  

 

I have since heard that Devon and Cornwall Housing may well be the Association who will be overseeing the 

affordable homes. If this is the case then they will be selling and renting the affordable properties direct and will, I 

assume, be working with Home Choice. 

 

Estate Agents Jackson-Stops & Staff, who are marketing the open-market properties on this site, have advised that 

the affordable homes will occupy plots 1 – 4 and 15 – 20 making 10 in total. The remaining 10 homes, a selection 

of 3 and 4 bedroomed properties, will be for sale on the open market and details of these can be obtained from the 

Estate Agent.  It is understood that plots 1 – 4 and 17 – 18 will be affordable rented properties and that plots 15 – 

16 and 19 – 20 will be shared ownership meaning that, in brief, a percentage of the property is rented and the 

remaining percentage is purchased. 

 

I hope that this has been of some interest to those wishing to know more about the situation.  I will publish further 

information in Focus, on the notice board in School Lane, and on the website as I receive it to ensure that everyone 

is kept up to date.  Please pass on the information to anyone that is interested in securing an affordable home in the 

village.  

 

Alison Marshall – Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council 

 

 

Notice Board  

 
Thorverton Baptist Church 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request?  If 

you need a sympathetic listening ear, the 
Chapel is open every Thursday between 10.00 
and 12 noon when Rev Maurice Harrison will be 
available to meet you. Please come in the side 

entrance.   
  01392 966861 

 

BINGO 
 

Tuesday 11th October 
 

Eyes Down 7.30pm 
 

WI Hut 
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THORVERTON 
CHURCH CHOIR     ♫ 

 
If you enjoy singing and would like to be a 

valued member of our community’s choir 

supporting church services, then this could be for 

you. There are no scary auditions! We’d just 

welcome your time, enthusiasm and commitment 

for a few hours a month.  

We sing a wide range of music at ‘all-age’ and 

more traditional services throughout the year. 

It’s good fun. Why not come and give it a try? 

 

We’ll need ‘extras’ for our Christmas carol 

service too – more info about that coming soon. 

 

Thursday Practices  7.45 – 9.00pm 

Oct 13th, 27
th

 

Nov 3
rd

, 10
th

, 24th 

 

Sunday Services with Choir  

Oct  2nd    COMMUNION SERVICE  9.30 start 

Oct 16th  HARVEST FESTIVAL  9.30 for 10.00 

Oct 30th    MISSION COMMUNITY SERVICE 

at Cadbury Church 10.00 start 

Nov  6th    COMMUNION SERVICE  9.30 start 

Nov  13th   REMEMBRANCE SERVICE  10.00 

start 

 

CONTACT : Choir Director and Accompanist 

Heather Kershaw  01392 860419   

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 

 

We shall be holding our monthly   
  

Coffee Morning 

(or tea if you prefer!) 
  

on Friday 7th October 

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
  

A warm welcome to all 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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Sell your Wares 
 

at 
 

Beat the Christmas Rush Market 
 

W I 
 

Saturday October 22nd 

 

10-11-30am 
 

Tables £3 each 
 

Contact Sylv Gregory 01392 860173 
 
First come first served basis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571.   

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 

Thorverton and District History Society 

Mills  
in the Devon Landscape 

by 
Martin Watts 

Renowned millwright and author 

 
Friday 28 October 

 
7.30pm at the WI Hut 

Non-members welcome.  £2.00 at the door 
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Wedding dresses 

 

Do you still have your wedding dress, or maybe 

one that belonged to your mother or 

grandmother? 

 
And would you be willing to loan it for 

exhibition at a village event taking place in  

Upton Pyne next May? 

 
If you do, along with any photos or other 

memorabilia, please contact Sue Glanville on 

07753605726. 
 

We’re also asking, please, for any tailor's 

dummies or mannequins that may be hiding in 

your loft. 
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Thorverton Branch 2016 

 

The Annual General Meeting will be held 

on Wednesday 5
th

 October                                                       

at 7 pm in the Exeter Inn. 

 

All members are cordially welcome. 

 

Peter Furneaux 

Chairman/Secretary 
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Church Services and News  

OCTOBER 2016 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 2 October 2016 Trinity 19 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile & Harvest   Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Harvest  Cadbury KC   

10:00 am Service of the Word & Harvest  Stoke Canon Lay Led 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company with Messy Church  Rewe Lay Led 

05:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  KC 

 

 

Sunday 9 October 2016 Trinity 20 

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham KC 

09:30 am Open Church   Thorverton       

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon   

11:00 am Harvest Festival  Newton St Cyres  LF 

 Followed by lunch in Parish Hall.  

11:15 am Service of the Word & Harvest Festival  Rewe KC  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne MSS 

 

 

Sunday 16 October 2016 Trinity 21 

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   KC 

09:30 am Open Church followed by  Thorverton   

10:00 am Family Service & Harvest Festival   Thorverton  Lay Led  
   Joint with Baptist Church  

10:00 am  Service of the Word & Baptism  [C] Cadbury SS 

10:30 am Service of the Word & Harvest Festival  Poltimore Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  KC 

 

 

Sunday 23 October 2016 Trinity 22 

09:30 am Sunday Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres  KC 

10:00 am  Messy Church   Stoke Canon  Lay Led 

10:00 am  Service of the Word & Harvest Festival  Upton Pyne  Lay Led 

11:00 am Joint Service   Thorverton Baptist Church BOF 
   Joint with Parish Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe KC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury Lay Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer      [BCP] Huxham Lay Led 

 

 

Sunday 30 October 2016 All Saints’ Day  Mission Community Service 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury                              Bishop of Crediton  

Followed by Tea/Coffee & Cake in the Church 

 

 

Sunday 6 November 2016 3rd Before Advent  

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  TBC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led 

   

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon Lay Led 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe 

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore  TBC  
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851 for location. 

 

Variations: None. 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
The sounds and smells of Autumn 

 

I’m sure you have seen them. They seem to appear 

earlier each year. Once rarely visible before October, 

now they are seen as early as August. You know 

what I am writing about – Christmas cards and 

wrapping paper, Christmas crackers in the shops 

already. 

 

At the beginning of September all the children were 

back at school and some young people off to 

university or beginning apprenticeships or starting 

work for the first time. People in the office were 

returning from the summer holidays commenting 

how quickly the summer had passed when just a 

short time ago it seem stretched out in front of them. 

It will soon be Christmas they exclaim. No, no don’t 

say that I think to myself.  

 

Chapter 3 of the book of Ecclesiastes says “For 

everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven”. It is the beginning of a reading 

often read at funerals to remind us that indeed life 

follows a cycle, but I think it also has something to 

tell us during our lives. 

It is easily done but let us not jump from summer to 

Christmas as if the earth has nothing to offer us in 

between. Yes we see the nights draw in but look to 

the skies and see the beautiful sunrises and sunsets as 

the light changes. Enjoy the chattering and flight of 

the migrating birds as they make ready to fly south. 

Enjoy the colour of the leaves on the trees as they 

change to a huge variety of orange and red.  

Autumn is also a time to celebrate: there will be 

harvest services over the months of September and 

October in our churches and in our schools. With so 

much produce flown in from other countries we 

forget that autumn is still a time of harvest in this 

country and a time to find different local produce in 

our shops. It is still a time to be thankful for all the 

food that we enjoy and to the people in and around 

our villages who have worked had to produce it and 

to gather it in. 

 

When I was a child I lived in Gloucestershire, just 

outside Bristol, in a wide road that was lined with 

trees. The local shops were at the top of the road and 

I loved walking up jumping my way through the 

fallen leaves enjoying the sound and feel. So if you 

see me this Autumn smiling and singing to myself as 

I am crunching my way through the leaves, I am just 

remembering that this is a season to  savour and 

Christmas: it can wait as a time to enjoy in its own 

right. 

Laura Ford, Reader 

 

The Induction and installation of the Rev Katie 

Cross by the Bishop of Crediton 

 

                                          Photo by Mike Stannard 

 

 

Baptist Church  
 

Four Soils 

A Harvest meditation on the Parable of the Sower 

 ( Matthew 13 verses 1-23; Mark 4 verses 1-20; Luke 

8 verses 5-15) 

 

Jesus gave much of his teaching in the form of 

parables.  A parable is a story with a spiritual 

meaning.  Often that meaning is not obvious and you 

have to think long and hard about it, which is of 

course the object of the exercise.  But the parable that 

Jesus told about sowing and harvest is different in 

that Jesus revealed the explanation to his puzzled 

disciples.  He explained that the seed sown represents 

the word of God and that there are four reactions to 

this word. 
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The first is when the seed falls on the path at the end 

of the field.  Immediately birds swoop down and 

carry it off.  This is like people who hear God's word 

and then, before they have the time to consider all it 

implies, whoosh! the devil, God's adversary in the 

world, the enemy of truth, the one whose business it 

is to keep people away from that truth, pounces and 

snatches it away, thus depriving them of the 

opportunity to believe and be saved. 

 

The second is when the seed falls on the rock.  It 

does germinate but the soil is pretty barren and 

consequently the plants are stunted.  This, Jesus says, 

is like people who are at first thrilled to receive the 

word.  But their joy is only temporary.  No deep roots 

go down into the soil and soon the plants wither.   

 

When a time of testing comes to people in this 

category they fall away. 

 

In a third group of hearers, thorns are present where 

the seed falls.  These grow at the same time as the 

plants and in the end choke the life out of them.  So, 

Jesus implies, people receive the word but a time 

comes when the spiritual life is choked out of them 

by the circumstances of life, in particular by 

problems, possessions and pleasures.  These three 

obstacles can be the reasons why a person fails to go 

on to maturity. 

 

Finally, there is category four, the good soil. The 

seed does well and yields a huge crop. 

 

I love the words of the Prayer Book's collect for the 

second Sunday in Advent, which refers to the Holy 

Scriptures and exhorts us to "hear them, read, mark, 

learn and inwardly digest them."  What a powerful 

way to sum up the teaching of Jesus concerning the 

Word of God.  So let us avoid the first three wrong 

reactions to Scripture and allow the Word to take the 

central place in our hearts and lives.  And since Jesus 

is the living and eternal Word, that means finding a 

place at this time of harvest for the one who is not 

only the Lord of the Harvest but wants to be our Lord 

too. 

Maurice Harrison 

 

Men singing in the Memorial Hall 
 

The walls and ceiling of the Memorial Hall 

resounded last evening (26th September) with the 

strains of the Exeter Male Voice Praise Choir who 

had come to encourage the local Baptists with their 

ministry in song.  It was an inspiring evening which 

began with Revd Maurice Harrison, minister of 

Thorverton Baptist Church, welcoming the eighty or 

so who had responded to the invitation to song and 

supper.  He explained that the choir is made up of 

men from all round the Exeter area, representing the 

different denominations and united by a common 

faith and a love of singing. 

 

Most of the songs the men interpreted were by 

Valerie Collison, regarded fondly by the choir as 

their composer in residence, who lives in Torquay.  

The words of two other pieces were written by 

members of the choir.  Most had a harvest theme, as 

in the case of See All the Fields Are Ripe With 

Grain, by Mike Ford, a member of the bass section, 

sung to the stirring Deep Harmony, composed by 

Handel Parker who owed his first name to the custom 

in his family of naming the children after famous 

composers.  Our chairman shared with us the 

anecdote that Parker's tombstone has the first few 

bars of Deep Harmony engraved on it. 

 

Two members of the choir were interviewed as part 

of the programme, with more than half a century 

spanning their ages.  Both testified to the relevance of 

the Christian faith in their lives.  On a lighter note, 

the exchanges gave rise to many examples of the 

banter that is such a characteristic of the members of 

this choir.  There was also a short talk on the Parable 

of the Sower which illustrated the different ways in 

which people respond to the message of the gospel 

when it is presented. The speaker urged his hearers to 

be the good ground which produces a plentiful 

harvest and concluded with the challenge that Jesus 

Christ, the Lord of the Harvest the choir had been 

singing about all evening, wants also to be Lord of 

our lives. 

 

During the course of the evening a collection was 

taken in aid of Operation Agri, a charity that does 

sterling work in bringing water, tools and education 

to developing countries.  This raised a remarkable 

£300. 

 

After the first part of the evening, in which everyone 

joined in to sing the traditional Come Ye Thankful 

People Come and We Plough the Fields and Scatter, 

we enjoyed a wonderful buffet supper put on by our 

remarkable caterer Hazel Sussex and her helper, 

when everyone had enough and to spare despite our 

not knowing how many people would come. 

 

All in all, a very memorable evening that brought 

together a very wide spectrum of people from 

Thorverton and round about for a joyful celebration 

of a significant event in the Christian calendar.  
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Women’s Institute  
 

Report of September Meeting 

 

This month’s meeting was a Beetle Drive – a fun 

evening.  WI Members from neighbouring Institutes 

within the group, were invited to join in for the 

evening.  Thorverton ladies each brought a plate of 

food as a contribution for refreshments, which proved 

to be more like a feast!   

 

Five games were played and then it was supper time, 

and of course the raffle.  Our own members had all 

brought items for the ‘Bring and Buy’ table – fruit, 

vegetables, jams, chutneys, books, and other items – 

which created interest for everyone. 

 

A most enjoyable evening was spent by all, with 

many laughs shared and new acquaintances made. 

Next month, our meeting returns to winter times, 

beginning at 2.30pm.  On October 4
th
 Paul Fonnereau 

from Cove Garden Centre will be visiting and talking 

about plants to encourage butterflies and bees.  He 

will be bringing along plants to sell.  Visitors will be 

most welcome to join us. 

Judy Bright 

 

Ladies Group 
 

Our Opening Party is to be held on Thursday the 13 

October at 7:30 pm. It is hoped to hold the event by 

kind invitation of Julia Culshaw, 3 The Glebe but as 

she is shortly to become a Grandma for the 4
th
 time 

we may have to change our venue at the last minute. 

If this happens Beryl Grace of Moss Bank has kindly 

offered to step in. 

 

I have now taken on the role of Secretary from Beryl 

Grace, therefore due to the possible change of venue, 

it's probably best if you contact me on 860140 to 

advise what food you will be bringing along. Due to 

holiday commitment please call after the 5 October. 

 

New members welcome. 

Sue Batty 

 

 

Millennium Green 
 

Aviva Community Fund is giving grants for 

community projects. The Millennium Green has 

applied for a grant towards the purchase of land on 

the north side of the stream so we can make a path 

with 2 new bridges. 

 

One of the ways to increase our chances of success is 

for us to vote for this project.  

 

We will post details of how to do this after 21 

October when voting starts. If you wish to view the 

video which is part of the application you will find it 

on http://youtu.be.be/Gb18XCvLHpg. This link will 

be on Nextdoor as well. 

John Spivey 

 

Poetry 
 

Autumn's promise 

Autumn's breath pervades the air, 

Her scents and sounds are everywhere; 

Deep in the woodland leaves are turning, 

In gardens, bonfires piled for burning. 

High moorlands, smudge purples into browns,  

Plane trees lay carpets throughout towns. 

Barns are filled with golden yields, 

Lapwings hold sway in wetland fields. 

Autumn breathes a promise sweet 

Of spring's new life beneath her feet, 

As even now 'neath russett brake, 

The hidden spears of snowdrops wake 

As autumn's rich breath filters through dells 

Evoking dreams in sleeping bells; 

Of times long past - times soon to be, 

When trees re-dress their canopy. 

  

Doreen Beer 

Rainfall Record 
  
I apologise to those of you who searched in vain for 

any recordings in last month's Focus.  I have got my 

records up to date now though, thanks again to Gus 

Christianson, whose daily recordings they are.   

  

It may come as a surprise to many people to read that 

July was the driest month that Gus has recorded - and 

he has been taking daily readings for nine years now.  

While there were 15 days that month for which he 

detected rainfall, the total amounted to a measly 10.8 

mm (1.08 cm), which compares with a normal 

monthly average of around 80 mm (8.0 cm).  August 

was also fairly dry with just 46 mm recorded, of 

which 25 mm fell on one day - the 2nd of August.  

This contrasted with considerably wetter Augusts in 

2014 and 2015, both of which saw more than 100 

mm of rainfall in Thorverton. 

  

http://youtu.be.be/Gb18XCvLHpg
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Focus abroad 
 
I have evidence that Focus has travelled across the 

Channel.  I am grateful to Annette Mawson for the 

first picture which is of a daughter of one of her 

friends, living in Bad Münstereifel in Germany.  

 

The girl's surname is Krumbein (which means 

twisted leg, although Annette assures me that her legs 

are in fact perfectly normal). 

  

The second is of my wife, Jane, on a recent holiday 

to Nimes in the south of France.  I caught her 

catching up on the village news while waiting for the 

gladiators to enter the arena. 

Ed

  
 

 

 

L 
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Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 
Ltd            supporting   Thorverton Post 

Office   Oct 2016 

 Many of you signed a card up at the PO recently to 

say thank you to Ivor Payne who for many years has 

been at the paper shop, sorting your order and selling 

papers and stationery on Monday mornings and also 

helping quite a bit behind the scenes. He and Jane 

Ristic started a paper selling business even before 

2000 when the PO re-opened up in the Portakabin. So 

this definitely merits a long-service award!  

  

Some of the TCT and PO staff old and new, gathered 

on Fri Sep 16th for tea to thank Ivor on the village’s 

behalf. Ivor told us a few stories about his time in the 

police force as well as at the PO shop. Jill Blewett 

made him one of her amazing cakes. This had a 

comment about a long serving paper boy on it 

complete with some of the day’s paper headlines, a 

lovely chocolate cake delight which we all enjoyed 

sharing.   

  

Thank you Ivor. You’ve been a star helping to keep 

all this going for so long and getting up on so many 

Monday mornings to sort papers and then managing 

to smile and serve us for another two or three hours. 

Enjoy your retirement on the bowls pitch/ground(?). 

We’ll miss your warm welcome and calm approach!! 

 Photos by Jan Hamilton 

 

We welcome Sarah Acock who has taken Ivor's place 

on Monday mornings. Thank you Sarah. 

  

We have also in recent months welcomed Katherine 

Harget and Megan Farnhill who have been working 

at weekends for us. Oriana Luffman moved away in 

July and Rowena Garne is soon to leave us to start 

work full time. Very many thanks to them all. We 

hope you have enjoyed meeting and working with 

local folk of many ages and we are very grateful for 

your time, hard work and good humour - also the 

support of your parents. 

  

Now that Rowena is leaving, we will need another 

Saturday person to work fortnightly. This could suit 

anyone from 15 years of age to 60/70 something??! 

Please contact me or Jan Hamilton ASAP if you 

think you could help us. 

  

Dare I mention now !! that we will have our usual 

good selection of Christmas goods - gift wrapping, 

labels, charity cards, posting materials, etc. on sale 

from early November. Please come to us FIRST 

before looking elsewhere (which we hope won’t be 

necessary) and remember that by supporting us, you 

help to keep a post office and newsagent/stationery 

shop here in our village. 

  

See elsewhere in Focus for info re. Christmas posting 

dates and all that you can do and buy at Thorverton’s 

Post Office counter. 

  

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd 

Chair and Company Secretary 

Jan Hamilton               07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 
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A glimpse of Indonesia (Gili Meno)  

[I am grateful to Andrew for this first account of his 

and Gill’s voyage to far off lands - Ed] 

 

Arose much earlier than usual today, woken first by 

the mosque calling the faithful to prayer and then by 

the buzz of my alarm. Jump into some clothes and off 

down the sandy track in the grey light of dawn the 

two hundred yards or so to the beach to see the sun 

rise. The chickens are clucking about and tropical 

birds are singing away in the palms, we greet a few 

locals with "selamat pagi" (good morning)  

 

We reach the beach and gaze the four miles across to 

the mainland, wonderful the dark mountains on 

Lombok are clear of the clouds that cloak them 

during the day. It's cool and a gentle breeze is 

blowing, the sea calm and the outrigger boats bob 

gently on their moorings. We sit at the water’s edge 

and wait, a little pink light shows from behind the 

ragged peaks that rise to the summit of Rinjani, the 

second highest mountain in Indonesia and an active 

volcano at 3726m (12,220 feet) The tree covered 

slopes fall steeply to white sand bays lined with 

coconut palms, where we can still see the twinkle of 

lights in the coastal villages. A little smoke rises from 

fires lit to cook breakfast, perhaps some fried rice and 

a strong Lombok coffee. 

 

Little by little the sky lightens until a fiery globe 

peeps up casting molten gold across the sea to our 

feet. It rises rapidly into the sky, the sun has a long 

way to go in the twelve hours before sunset this near 

to the equator. The heat of the sun is soon felt and we 

head back to the little group of thatched bungalows 

(Lumbung) where we are staying, for our breakfast. 

A pony and trap trots towards us, bells in the harness 

tinkle as it passes. It's the only form of transport on 

the island apart from bicycles. Multicoloured 

Bougainville now vibrant in the sun draping the 

bamboo fence beside the path, a group of serene 

Balinese cows (Banteng) graze peacefully under the 

trees.  

 

We are staying on Gili Meno the smallest of three 

little islands off the the North West corner of 

Lombok. Ringed with coral reefs protecting them 

from the swell and rising only a few metres above sea 

level. The warm, clear azure water laps the powdery 

white sand, we slip in equipped with mask and 

snorkel to become absorbed by the colourful fish 

darting in and out of the coral and green turtles 

feeding on the seagrass. Then wander the shore line 

collecting cowrie shells and bits of colourful coral to 

put in our bathroom at home, a memory of a magical 

tropical holiday. . . .  . 

Andrew Still 

Digital communication  
Another  new digital communication option for 

Thorverton  

You may be aware that last year BT upgraded the 

telephone lines to the village in order to provide an 

improved fixed line broadband service to the 

majority of those living in Thorverton village.  

Another benefit of this upgrade is the complimentary 

installation of a new digital 3G mobile phone service 

provided by Vodafone as part of their Rural Open 

Sure Signal initiative.  (ROSS)   

This has been achieved without the need for the 

installation of a large cell mast by connecting  3 

small transceivers in order to provide a digital mobile 

signal in much of the village.  They are mounted on 

the gable end of the memorial Hall, the Berry Dairy 

and the last one has just been commissioned on the 

rear of the Baptist Chapel.  A big thank you to all 

three owners for granting permission and also to 

Thorverton Parish Council for agreeing to pick up the 

electricity bill. This now means that many visitors to 

our village should be able to continue to receive 

phone calls and access the internet on their Vodafone 

3G phones.  Those residents with a digital Vodafone 

device may also now benefit from the service.   

Nextdoor 
Thorverton Village Nextdoor Takes off! 

 

 Last month we announced that Thorverton Village 

was chosen to launch Nextdoor, a new, free type of 

social media and communication. Platform that has 

just now been lunched in the UK.  We are pleased to 

announce that at the time of writing 170 residents of 

Thorverton Community have joined this new 

platform!  This means that rising 50% of the village 

households now have at least one 

member! Congratulations! and thank you very much! 

 

Unlike other forms of social media people of all ages 

can safely use the system to communicate securely 

with their village neighbours because only members 

that are verified as actually living in our community 

can participate and post information.  The 

membership is still growing and the number of posts 

is also beginning to increase as users start to become 

familiar with its capabilities.  All individuals, groups 

and organisations in our community are most 

welcome to use the site’s facilities completely  free – 

of – charge.  If you are not yet a member please go to 

Nextdoor.co.uk  to be verified and join us.  
 

Roger Cashmore,  Tel:  01392 860 053  

 

http://nextdoor.co.uk/
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Ploughing Match at Bidwell 
Photos by John Spivey 
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Legal Eagle 
 

In 2013 the value of fraudulent insurance claims 

uncovered by insurers rose to a record £1.3billion, 

add to that the value of the those claims which were 

fraudulent but not discovered and one is inclined to 

agree with the view of Lord Toulson that whilst not 

new, claims of this nature present a serious problem. 

His Lordship, delivering his judgment in the case of 

Hayward -v-Zurich Insurance Co plc [2016], went 

on to point out that such claims usually fell to be met 

by insurers and that the ultimate cost was borne by 

other policy holders through increased premiums. 

 

The recent decision of the Supreme Court in 

Hayward has, however, provided more scope for 

insurers to recover monies paid out by way of 

settlement where the claim is proved to have been 

fraudulent. 

 

In Eco3 Capital Ltd -v- Ludsin Overseas Ltd 

[2013] the Court of Appeal identified the ingredients 

necessary to establish the tort of deceit: 

 

i) The defendant must make a false 
representation to the claimant. 

ii) The defendant knows that the 
representation is false, alternatively he 
is reckless as to whether it is true or 
false. 

iii) The defendant intends that the claimant 
should act in reliance on it. 

iv) The claimant does act in reliance on the 
representation and in consequence 
suffers a loss. 

 

Ingredient iv) suggests that the claimant must believe 

to be true that which is untrue. In Hayward, the 

Supreme Court decided that the fact that insurers did 

not wholly believe the extent of the alleged injuries 

in a personal injuries claim when they entered into a 

settlement agreement, did not preclude them from 

seeking to rescind the agreement when the true facts 

were subsequently disclosed. 

 

Colin Hayward suffered an accident at his place of 

work as a result of which he sustained personal 

injuries. In 2005 Hayward’s neighbours, who had 

lived next door to him since June 2002, approached 

the employer to say that they believed his claim to 

have suffered serious back injury was dishonest. 

From their observations of his conduct and activities, 

they believed that he had recovered in full from his 

injury at least three years before the date on which 

the insurers settled his claim. They were referred to 

the insurers and made full witness statements. 

 

As a result the insurers sought to rescind the 

settlement under which they had paid the claimant 

£134,973. At first instance the judge found that the 

claimant had deliberately and dishonestly 

exaggerated the effects of his injury and that although 

the insurers were aware at the time of the settlement 

of the real possibility of fraud, this did not preclude 

them from successfully seeking rescission. The 

settlement was set aside, the claimant was found to 

have made a full recovery from any continuing 

disability, he was awarded damages in the sum of 

£14,720 and directed to repay the balance. 

 

The decision at first instance was reversed by the 

Court of Appeal on the grounds that the insurers had 

not relied on the claimant’s fraud as they had already 

been suspicious of the claim at the time of the 

settlement. The Court was of the view that insurers 

could not later seek rescission merely because they 

later obtained better evidence of that which they 

already believed. 

 

Zurich appealed to the Supreme Court, and the issue 

to be decided was whether a claimant alleging deceit 

had to show that he believed the misrepresentation. 

The answer to that question, the Court said, was 

“No”. It sufficed that the fact of the 

misrepresentation was a material cause of the 

defrauded party entering into the settlement. Any 

other view, the Court said, put the position too high 

in favour of fraudsters in general and the claimant in 

particular. The appeal was therefore allowed and the 

order to repay restored. A decision, one feels, which 

accords with the notion of justice and one, which is 

very much in line with public policy requirements. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Tool Sharpening Scam 
 

Devon and Somerset Trading Standards have 

received reports suggesting rogue traders offering 

tool/knife sharpening are operating in the Devon 

area. Exercise caution before agreeing to any work as 

it can often be of poor quality and cost more than 

first agreed.  Get recommendations from family or 

trusted friends or via 

www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk.  

If someone knocks on your door and you are not 

sure, don't open the door. 

Sent in by Sylv Gregory 

  

http://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/
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Nature Notes 
On 17

th
 September it occurred to me there was something missing from within the troposphere, the swallows and 

house martins were gone. No twitters or tchirrips, just the caw of rooks, chatter of jackdaws and cronk of ravens. 

There will be lingerers about, my daughter and I saw a few swallows skimming the heather for insects above the 

cliffs at Combe Martin on 18
th
 September when we did a reccy for the Tarts walk. This month’s Nature Notes 

features mustelidae! 

 

Local News 

During the moth trapping event at the Millennium Green on 6
th
 August a small mammal ran across the grass and 

into the stream. By then it was after dark but we are 

convinced it was a mink. Since then there has been a 

mink sighting within the bank of the stream close to 

the old butchers shop. The mink was seen peering 

out of a pipe embedded in the bankside. At the river 

Exe and close to the bridge, fish were seen to be 

rising very agitatedly and then the cause of the frenzy 

came into view, a family of otters. It now gets even 

better because after sightings of these mustelid 

species another one comes along on 17
th
 September, 

a polecat. It was found dead with damage to its head on the 

road outside Shute Manor at Shute, probably hit by a vehicle.  

 

I have received three separate sightings along the Jordan stream in 

August of a Kingfisher. The first was near the cricket pitch at the 

junction of Hulk Lane. The second was in the Millennium Green near 

the picnic table and the third in the centre of the village, flying 

upstream.  

 

Otter, mink, kingfisher and less obvious polecats are all fish eaters so 

the waters around here must have a good fish supply.  

 

In August Dick Vooght found these two elephant hawkmoth 

caterpillars munching on his fuchsias. 

                                       

Not So Local 

In July Focus I reported on finding a fritillary butterfly while on the Tarts Lynmouth walk, the sighting high above 

Watersmeet on Exmoor. This damaged or deformed specimen was a dark green 

fritillary. 

 

A to Z 

The next beetles to discuss are the chafers and the most common one is the 

Cockchafer, also known as the May bug and on the wing in May and June. A May 

bug is a notorious beetle that is especially attracted to light at night and will 

thwack against a window and if one comes into a house, will buzz noisily and 

clumsily around. I don’t usually bother to count those who end up in my moth 

trap, but on 28
th
 May I recorded 11 in and around the trap. It is an unmistakeable 

beetle, rather large with reddish brown wing cases, pointed abdomen and club- 

shaped antennae splayed out like a fan. The other chafer beetles I will mention are 

the rose chafer and bee chafer (also known as bee beetle). I have only seen one 

specimen of each of these species. The rose chafer is a medium sized metallic green beetle and was spotted on the 

Tarts coastal walk at East Prawle in August 2009. My bee chafer sighting was here at Raddon in the garden in 

August 2008. I was drawn to a buzzing noise to discover a furry pale orange and black beetle. Like some other 

beetles it was carrying mite passengers. 

 

Next month’s Nature Notes will include reptiles and more on the subject of beetles.                                                                                                   

Jenny Garne 01392 860875 

                         jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

Picture- Lewis Delve  

Photo Lin Balkwill 

Picture Jenny Garne 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Golf 
GOLFER/NON-GOLFER GOLF 

 

The first Sunday in September saw a large number of 

Thorverton’s golfers take part in the annual 

‘Golfer/Non-Golfer’ competition at Newton Golf 

Course. The simple format saw the golfers play from 

tee to green while the non-golfer in each pair took 

care of the putting. Handicaps were dispensed with as 

the day was seen as one to be enjoyed more for the 

good company and the walk than any thoughts about 

serious competition. 

 

The admirable tone for the day was set by non-golfer 

Andrew Foster who turned up looking rather like a 

cross between Captain Birdseye and Tina Turner, 

wearing a spikey heliotrope wig with matching socks. 

What lay between these two extremities is best not 

discussed in this publication. Perhaps it was this that 

persuaded Kelly Foster to invite John Mann to be her 

non-golfing partner. 

 

An amazing 27 pairs took part making this the most 

popular of the three annual events so far enjoyed. 

Golfing skill came a distant second to the simple 

pleasure of wondering around looking for golf balls 

while, for some anyway, enjoying a mobile picnic 

that consisted more of liquid than solids. 

 

The numbers could not have been more convenient as 

27 is divisible by nine, the number of holes to be  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

walked, meaning that a ‘shotgun start’ could be 

employed, minus shotgun. Thus, we all started on the 

stroke of 11am, three pairs at each of the nine tees. A 

communal start meant that the teams finished more or 

less together. Well, less to be truthful as some took 

rather longer than others to complete their rounds. 

Not that anyone was in the least bothered. 

 

By 2pm everyone was back at The Exeter where 

liquid refreshments were augmented by supplies sent 

from the good folk down at The Green where the 

surplus from the recent street party was being 

barbecued. 

 

Before settling down to these delights everyone 

gathered round for John Mann to thank Jim 

Chappelle for organising the day and to announce the 

most successful teams. It was a delight for all present 

to see John in such good form. The three leading 

pairs were Chris Harlow & Charlie Stoneman (47 

strokes), Steve Gidley & partner Yu (48) and Phil & 

Mel Beasley (50). Scores ranged from these good 

figures to the low 80’s but by that time nobody really 

cared. 

 

With luck and a favourable wind perhaps we shall 

enjoy another such day in 2017. 

 

Geoff Bulley 

 
  

 
From Barrie Phillips 
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TARTS news 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

Saturday 27
th
 August  

We enjoyed a four mile circular farmland walk 

around the villages of Kennerleigh, 

Woollfardisworthy and Black Dog. Many thanks to 

Ann and Jerry for a lovely walk in a quiet corner of 

Devon, and to Mike for sharing a little of the history 
of Black Dog; 

The original name of Black Dog appears to have 

been Black Boy, and thus it appears in the first 

Ordnance survey may of 1809 (Cassini map 191). 

The story seems to be that black boys were not 

uncommon as carriage servants for the nobility in the 

days before the abolition of slavery. By the end of the 

19
th
 century, it appears that political correctness 

supervened and the name was changed to Black Dog, 

which was clearly in force at the time of the 

memorials to the fallen of the First World War. 

Saturday 10
th
 September 

Undiscouraged by overnight rain, a party of eleven 

set off for what proved to be a dry and increasingly 

sunny hike through the Whiptail and Newton Woods 
that lie between Newton St Cyres and Whitestone.   

 Leaving Riscombe Hill, we followed paths across 

meadows, deciduous woodlands and conifer 

plantations following the course of the Shuttern 

Brook. Reaching the Rowthorne Road by Bowlish 

farm, we walked to the reservoir above Twiscombe 

Cross for lunch and overlooked a panorama of North 

Devon, muted by haze, extending from Dartmoor to 

Exmoor. Walking east along the Rowthorne ridge 

road we passed the radio transmitter tower at 

Waddles Down that forms such a prominent 

landmark on the horizon to the SW of Thorverton. 

Views from either side of the ridge included the 

Blackdown Hills, Haldon Ridge, and the Exe Estuary 

down to Exmouth.  

 Returning though Newton Wood in the sun we 

encountered a sign announcing “G.S. & W.R. 

NOTICE. Any person leaving this gate open is liable 

to a penalty of forty shillings.” A quiz ensued with 

guesses as to the meaning of the initials, which did 

not obviously relate to the Southern and Great 

Western Railways which served Devon. It finally 

emerged that the sign came from Southern Ireland 

and the days of the Great Southern and Western 

Railway, a company originating in 1844 that included 

the Dublin Kingsbridge- Cork main line as well as a 

line to Waterford. The company survived until 1924. 

The circumstances surrounding the appearance of this 
Irish momento in a Devon footpath remain obscure.   

Jenny Garne pointed out to us several colourful 

fungi, in time to stop us treading on them, and a 

Devon Service tree. In addition she told us about the 

history of this area in which she grew up and pointed 
out cottages in which her grandparents had lived. 

Future walks: 

Saturday 15
th
 October a walk from Stoke St Gregory 

around the Somerset levels, about 7 miles. 

Saturday 29
th
 October led by Caroline 

Saturday 12
th
 November led by Graeme 

Saturday 26
th
 November led by Hazel 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 
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photos by Mike Stannard  
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
October 2016 activities Newsletter 

 

Events & activities for the           

+ 50s 
 

If you are this age or above, live in the Exe Valley, 

are interested in getting out, visiting places and 

meeting people then membership of the Club may be 

for you.   The Club organises events such as monthly 

coffee mornings and coach outings, holidays, whist 

drives and theatre trips. 2016 membership is £5. 

 

 

MONDAY WHIST  
Monday whist will be on October 10 & 24 at St 

Mary’s Church Hall Silverton commencing at 2:00 

PM.  Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment 

(sometimes cake!), and raffle ticket!  It’s fun and 

easy to learn!  Why not try it? 

 

COFFEE MORNING – Tuesday 11
th

 October  

Is the date of our Coffee Morning at St Mary’s 

Church Hall Silverton between 1000 and 1130.  This 

is an opportunity to book for forthcoming events, 

meet friends and if you wish, to take part in our 

optional quiz and raffle.  Entrance charge £1:00 

includes refreshments.  Everyone welcome 

 

THIS MONTH’S  OUTING 

 

GWR Steam Railway Museum and/or Swindon’s 

Retail outlet – 20
th

 OCT 

The GWR Museum is a must for anyone interested in 

Steam travel but if this is not for you, you may wish 

to visit one of the largest designer & retail outlets in 

Europe.  Inclusive cost £20 or £12 shopping only. 

Coach leaves S-Canon 0835, Rewe 0838, Ruffwell 

0840, Silverton 0900, Bickleigh 0907, Tiverton 0915 

 

FUTURE EVENTS! 

 

Bath Christmas Market – Wednesday 30
th
 

November.  Coach fare £12 

This outing is now fully booked but a Wait-List has 

been opened and if there is sufficient interest an 

additional coach will be operated. Contact the 

Secretary. 

 

Royal Marines Christmas Concert Torquay – 

Sunday 4
th
 DEC Inclusive cost £27.50 

Join us for a spectacular evening at the Princess 

Theatre Torquay.  Coach leaves the Exe Valley at 

1630 arrives in time for a meal/refreshments before 

the show. 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further 

details of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info 

 
 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
Moving into Autumn our junior coaching sessions on 

Wednesday afternoons and evenings are now well 

underway.  

 

There are still vacancies for all abilities and ages so 

please contact Viv Baber on 01392 681180 if you are 

interested. Adult coaching is also available with our 

coach Toby Harradence. Please see our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk for club news 

and all information about coaching, club sessions, 

committee contact details etc. 

 

Winter tennis is a great way to stay active, sociable  

and out in the fresh air. If you would like to take 

advantage of our half price winter membership please 

contact our membership secretary Laura Leigh on 

01647 24259.  

 

Sally Baldwin  
 
Recipe 
 
Devon Ratatouille 

 

This version uses local organic produce, and can be 

served hot with meat, fish or pasta, or cold as a salad 

or dip. 

 

1 lb (450g) peeled and thinly sliced, or chopped 

courgettes 

8oz (200g) peeled and chopped tomatoes 

4oz (100g) peeled and sliced red onions 

2 cloves garlic crushed, 

Organic rapeseed oil, salt and black pepper 

 

Cook the onions and garlic in 4 tablespoons of 

rapeseed oil until soft. Add the courgettes and 

tomatoes, and simmer for 5 to 10 minutes. Season to 

taste and finish with chopped parsley or coriander. 

 

Paul Cleave 

Sustainable Crediton 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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The Garden in October 2016 
 

 October is the start of the new season for vegetable 

growers and the end of the previous season. There are 

a few vegetables which fill the gaps and spread 

across the divide such as leeks, spinach and swiss 

chard. This year we have had a glorious warm 

September so that many vegetables are extending 

their season. Only yesterday, I picked a plate of 

strawberries which were sweet! Nothing to do with  

amazing growing skills but a gift of nature due to the 

warmth in the air and the soil. Squash, pumpkins, 

runner beans, winter radish, lettuce are still going 

strong but will finish if the weather turns cooler. 

Some allotment holders re-planted broad bean and 

french bean plants at the beginning of September. A 

good move as they might well get a good second crop 

if the weather holds. It’s always worth a try there are 

no set rules! That is the fun of vegetable growing.  

 

Preparation for the start of season sowing though, 

must not be neglected due to unseasonal warmth. In 

October, over wintering onion sets and garlic should 

be sown. These plots need ground preparation now. 

Firstly, consider your rotation and then dig over the 

chosen areas for next year’s early onions and garlic. 

This is the moment that you can assess if your 

rotation works for you as both these areas should 

now be clear of other crops. If not, next year might 

need a re-think! Remove all weeds, dig over the plot 

and add well-rotted compost or manure. Both these 

crops do well in a rich soil and remember they will 

be in the ground for many months. Buy your onion 

and garlic sets and spread them out on a tray and 

keep safe in a cool, mouse free but airy place. I use a 

spare bedroom. If you are considering using your 

own garlic sets, make sure they are of a good size. It 

is pointless using weak material for new plants. This 

year, my garlic got rust very badly and only a few  

will be usable for sowing not having reached the size 

I would like to plant. I shall have to buy some more 

for planting. Sometimes you just have to accept the 

inevitable and move on gracefully!! 

 

Once you have got this far, you can leave this area 

and concentrate on winter greens such as borecole 

and purple sprouting broccoli etc. If you haven’t got 

plants from your own seed by now, go to the garden 

centres and buy them in as soon as possible. 

Transplant into next size pots to get a better root 

system that will cope with the ‘big outside world’ 

and harden them off. A word of warning, if offered 

spare plants, be careful to find out their history  

before planting. Your free offering might have come 

from a plot which has had club-root. This is the worst 

brassica disease and is impossible to eradicate for at 

least 20 years. It remains in the soil and damages the 

roots which become swollen and distorted. You do 

not want it. Plants from a garden centre will be 

grown from a club-root free zone and should be 

guaranteed clean and safe to use. Dig your next 

season’s brassica plot and again add plenty of well-

rotted compost or manure. 

 

From mid to late October, go back to your onion and 

garlic plot. Dig in the compost and firm the ground 

with the back of the rake. Onions, in particular, like a 

firm soil. It also helps to prevent them sinking too far 

into the ground after heavy rain. I plant my onions 

and garlic a handspan apart. This is slightly more 

than usual but has several advantages. One, it allows 

more air around the plants when they get bigger and 

helps to prevent grey mould spreading from plant to 

plant when the weather becomes muggy in May and 

June. Secondly, it allows you to get a hoe between 

the rows for quick weeding without danger of 

damaging the roots. Onions dislike their roots 

dislodged and weeds can be a difficult problem. To 

prevent the birds from pulling the sets out of the 

ground, I plant slightly deeper just leaving the tip at 

soil level and then I sprinkle a little soil over them to 

hide them  from the enemy. Out of site, out of mind! 

It work 

 

Once your brassica plants are big enough to plant out, 

if you are not sure, check underneath a pot and, if 

you can see roots coming out at the bottom, it is 

generally ready to be planted. Taking a plant out too 

soon, when it will be too weak, or taking it out too 

late, when it will be pot bound, will hinder the 

growing potential of your plants. Young plants need 

to be transplanted when they are vigorously growing 

and have just filled  the space in their pot with a good 

root system. Similarly to the onion plot, dig over the 

soil digging in the compost so that the roots will 

grow into it and there will be good drainage and 

aeration. Then firm the soil well with the back of the 

rake. When planting, give brassicas plenty of room. I 

give a metre apart for the bigger brassicas when 

possible. I always put water into the new planting 

hole unless exceptionally wet. This helps the new 

roots, causing less stress until they have attached 

themselves to soil particles and can access their own 

water supply. Then, very carefully firm down the soil 

around each plant. Brassicas like to be firmed in well, 

it also helps to prevent wind rock, so plant right up to 

the leaves, leaving no stem showing. Lastly, put a 

cabbage collar around the base of the plant at the 

time of planting or else it is too late. These can be 

bought at garden centres. It’s a bit fiddly making 

your own. This will prevent the cabbage root fly 
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laying eggs beside your plants, the grubs of which 

will eat off the plant roots! 

 

In the garden, the big clear up can start but wait to 

enjoy autumn colour and, as the season is so warm, 

many plants are still actively growing. Although 

growing well, the lawn is not as strong so gradually 

heighten the lawn mower as the month progresses 

and carry out lawn maintenance if needed and time 

allows. Turf can be put down this month and ground 

preparation needs to be thorough (see last month on 

seed ground preparation for lawns). If you have sown 

seed  for a new lawn, make sure you check that it is 

regularly watered. Similarly with a turf lawn, 

particularly around the edges and joins so it does not 

dry out and shrink. All spring bulbs can be planted 

this month; a general tip is to plant at twice the depth 

of the bulb. Put a stick or marker to show  where you 

have planted them, if planting in groups in flower 

beds. It is very easy to forget exactly where they are 

and then plant too close to them. Leave roses until 

next month as with so much warm weather they 

might start to regrow. 

 

Well, Neville, as usual plenty to do [thanks! – Ed], 

but it is always good to make the best of this month, 

if possible, as one never knows what is around the 

corner weather wise in November. 

                                           Happy gardening, 

                                                             Lorraine 

 

    Lorraine.Colebrook 

 

 

 

 

 

Newton St Cyres Church on the evening of the Induction and Installation of The Rev Katie Cross  

Photo by Mike Stannard 
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Devon Open Studios 
I hope that you were able to look in at the Threshing Barn last month to see the work of 

the Thorverton-based trio of Sally Baldwin, Chris Cole and Gilly Haysom (plus some 

jewellery by Sally Haysom).  It is hard for me to capture in these pages - in particular in 

black and white - the beauty of their work, but I was again in awe at this exhibition of 

their talents 

 

Right: Kingfisher brooch by Sally Haysom 

Below: assorted pots by Gilly Haysom; pictures and cushions by Chris Cole 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  
Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 7596212 , email katie.cross@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:  Thorverton/Silverton : Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861228 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe  
Head of School. (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  
School P.T.F.A. Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  

       Secretary: Rachel Mildon, Treasurer - Rachel Parker. 
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
   Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185 - web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, Vice Chair: Bob   
                              Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: last 
                              Tuesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-members welcome. 
 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 Meet Fridays during 
   term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle              Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Secretary:Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9am-11.45am &12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. 
 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary: Sylv Gregory, 20 Bullen Close. 860173.   
                                      Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2016 
Please note that the dates below are to be confirmed 

 

a) General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy      b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy. 

 

Oct 3
rd

 and 17
th
      Oct 10

th
 and 24

th
  

  

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates,  20 October, 17 November, 15 December. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in October 
21st October : Trafalgar Day  
24

th
 October : United Nations Day  

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs 

at 17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time 

only), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it 

is the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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OCTOBER 

Tues 4
th
  WI Meeting. Paul Fonnereau  Cove Garden Centre - Plants for Butterflies & Bees 2.30pm WI Hut  

Wed 5
th
  Royal British Legion  AGM Exeter Inn 7pm 

Fri 7
th  

Coffee Morning Baptist Church 10.30-12 noon 

Sat 8
th   

Saturday Market, Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Tues 11
th
 Bingo, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 21
st
  Sudden Death at Thornbury Manor, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 22
nd

  Sudden Death at Thornbury Manor, WI Hut, 5pm 

Fri 28
th
  History Society Martin Watts - Mills in the Devon Landscape WI Hut 7.30pm  

Sat 22
nd

  Beat the Christmas Rush Market, WI Hut 10-11.30am 

Sat 29
th  

Halloween party, Memorial Hall. 6pm 

 

NOVEMBER  
Tues1

st   
WI Meeting Graham Tilsbury- Wills etc 2.30pm WI Hut 

Fri 4th   Coffee Morning Baptist Church 10.30-12noon 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sat 19
th
  Craft Fair at the Memorial Hall, 10 am - 4 pm. 

Fri 25
th  

History Society Professor Todd Gray Devon Ancient Bench Ends WI Hut 7.30pm 

Sat 26
th  

WI Market WI Hut 10-11am 

  007 Ball Memorial Hall 

 

DECEMBER 

Sun 4
th  

Christmas Tree lighting ceremony Memorial Hall 

Tues 6
th  

Christmas Bingo Memorial Hall  

Sun 18
th
  Carol Service at Thorverton Church 5.00pm  followed by refreshments.  

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

