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At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
th

 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 

acknowledged, so if you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days, please assume not received. 

 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and pictures. 

 

Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

 COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover:  Megan and Andy Cleave’s Christmas Lights 2015 – see 2016 lights on 3
rd

 December, 

collecting for Force  (details on P.2)   

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to “Focus” 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
Can it really be almost the end of another year?  I had 

hoped to have the time to compose a really incisive 

editorial, picking up and perhaps drawing a 

comparison between all of the remarkable goings on 

in the political world both at home and abroad and 

the much better news that we have had recently about 

developments with the Exeter Inn and Thorverton 

Arms, and of course a year ago we didn’t have the 

Berry Dairy running.  But it is not to be - time and an 

inability to find the right words have got the better of 

me again.  So you are stuck with the usual sort of 

editorial.  The best I can do is print some photos in 

this month’s Focus of the Thorverton Arms and the 

Exeter Inn, both of which had a bit of a celebration in 

November.  I very much hope that they keep going 

strong in 2017.   

 

We do need our local services, so please support 

local businesses or don’t be surprised if we lose 

them.  Several local businesses advertise in Focus.  

They should be getting a tap on the shoulder (more 

likely an email) from Maggie Dunlop about renewing 

their advertising subscriptions from the January 

edition.  We try to run adverts from January through 

the calendar year, but please don’t let that stop you 

from advertising at any time if you wish to.  I think 

that you will find that we are the cheapest village 

magazine to advertise in, and of course advertisers 

will be reaching the best possible clientele. 

 

As Christmas is approaching I have put on the front 

cover a picture that I took this time last year of 

Megan and Andy Cleave’s Christmas lights.  They 

were spectacularly good and the couple are having 

them up again this year with proceeds going to Force.  

They are even having a special light-up on Saturday 

3
rd

 December, although the lights will be on for the 

rest of the festive period too I am sure, if you miss 

them on the 3
rd

.  

 

All that remains then is for me to wish you a very 

Happy Christmas.  It would make my Christmas all 

the better if you could get items to me promptly in 

December, respecting the deadline of the 20
th
 for 

submission of articles.  Thank you. 

 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 From Megan & Andy Cleave 

Springfield on the Cadbury road 

 

We have decided to have a light up night on the 3rd 

December at 7pm.  We would love the kids to come 

up. Charity again this year is Force in Exeter. Last 

year we made £176 - this year we hope for more. It's 

a great cause.  All welcome  - cup of tea or coffee 

with a mince pie 50p  for the collecting box.  

Many thanks! 

 

See photo of last year’s excellent lights on the front 

cover - Ed 

 

From Sylv Gregory 

 

LOST! 

Metal poppy brooch with silver leaf.  If found, please 

contact me on 860173.  Many thanks. 

 

 

From Sheena Hunter-Hedges, Chair of TADS 

 

Thorverton Amateur Dramatic Society would like to 

express their thanks to everyone who was involved in 

making our recent production such a success.  The 

intimacy of the WI Hut was the perfect venue to 

stage what was, for us, a very different kind of play 

to anything we’ve undertaken before and we were 

delighted to be joined both by previous members and 

new ones.   

 

Our particular thanks go to C&R, The Berry Dairy, 

The Thorverton Arms and Riverford Organics for 

generously donating raffle prizes, to Jacques and her 

helpers for the food and to Thorverton WI for putting 

up with us throughout the rehearsal period and during 

Simon’s “pop-up” stage and set construction.   

 

Finally, thank you to our audiences, who threw 

themselves into the fun so whole-heartedly.  The cast 

certainly had a good time; we hope you all did too. 

 

New members are always welcome - to find out more 

about us and our future plans contact Sheena on  

sheena@marhaus.co.uk or 01392 860843. 

 

 

From Alice and Frank Selley of Dark Lane  

  

We would like through Focus to wish all our friends 

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New year. 

Instead of sending cards we shall be making a 

donation to the Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 

in appreciation of all the voluntary hard work which 

goes in to keeping this wonderful village asset in 

such good shape.  

  

 

From Dorothy Folland  

  

May I, through Focus, wish all my friends and 

neighbours a peaceful Christmas and good health and 

happiness for the New Year. I will be sending a 

donation to Childrens Hospice South West.   

 

 

From Connie Fice 

 

I would like to wish my friends and neighbours “a 

very Happy Christmas” and “a Prosperous New 

Year”. 

 

 

From Sue Vooght of Sherwood, Milford Lane 

 

Through Focus, I wish all my friends and 

acquaintances in Thorverton a very “Happy 

Christmas” with my best wishes for 2017. 

 

My donation this year will be to the Dementia 

Society. 

 

 

From Loreen Large of Broadlands 

  

Once again, through Focus, may I wish you all a very 

happy Christmas, with not long to go now.  I hope 

you all enjoy yourselves and Santa is good to you. 

  

Instead of sending cards I shall be donating to the 

Heart Foundation. 
  

Love to all. 

 

From Lee White 
Christmas greetings  

As the festive season approaches I would like to wish 

my many friends and neighbours a very Happy 

Christmas and a peaceful New Year and to thank you 

all so much for your friendship and support. 

 

Love and best wishes.  

 
From Ken and Marjorie Maynard of 3 Bullen Street 

May we through Focus wish our friends and 

neighbours a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous 

New Year. 

 

We are making a donation to the British Heart 

Foundation this year instead of sending cards. 

 

Best wishes from Ken and Marjorie 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Committee  Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Hall in December 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 

CEREMONY 
Sunday 4th December 6.00 pm 

Come along to the traditional Thorverton tree-

lighting ceremony: enjoy mince pies and mulled 

wine, and the opportunity to meet Father Christmas. 

 

CHRISTMAS BINGO 
Tuesday 6th December 

Door opens 7.00 pm. Eyes down 7.30 pm. Bar.   

 

 New ideas for the future wanted 
Many thanks to all those who responded to our 

invitation to suggest reforms for the Saturday Market.  

These have been discussed by the Hall Committee 

and plans have been made to put most of them into 

practice in the future. 

We are now reviewing the programme of events held 

in the hall with the aim of increasing its use as a 

village community facility.  This year, despite the 

disruption of having the toilets renovated, there have 

been a satisfactory number of one-off events – both 

private ones such as parties and others organised by 

the committee such as the recent Craft Fair and 007 

Ball.  But we would welcome more use of the hall on 

a regular weekly basis such as the Art Group 

meetings or the Pilates class.  If you have any 

suggestions of regular activities you would like to 

attend, or indeed run, please pass them on to any of 

the committee members listed below. 

Social media 
If you haven’t looked recently, please visit the hall’s 

revamped website (see below). It is well worth a 

visit.  We also now have a facebook page and an 

active presence on the Thorverton Community 

facebook page and Thorverton Nextdoor.  We would 

also use Twitter if any of us knew how! 

 

November  Saturday Market Draw results 
1

st
. prize: a chicken dinner, Jan Hambly;  

2
nd

 prize: a bottle of wine, John Spivey;  

3
rd

 prize: a tub of chocolates, Penny Fice;   

4
th
 prize: a box of wine gums, Peter Mason. 

 

Memorial Hall Committee members 

Sarah Addicott (tel. 860818), Mike Baldwin 

(860853), Roseanne Benn (860768), Lisa Browning 

(860609), Roger Fieldhouse (860768), Jeff Grace 

(860489), John Hodge (860088), Claire Heaven-

Roberts (861399), Bob Hyde (860354), Colin 

Marshall (861228), Shirley Moore (860481), David 

Reygate (860332), Mike Shelton (861027). 

 

Memorial Hall website  

The hall website can be found at 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

CRAFT FAIR 
On a wet mid-November Saturday over 150 adults 

and numerous uncounted children crowded into the 

Memorial Hall for the Christmas Craft Fair.  They 

were rewarded by a splendid display of seasonal gifts 

of many kinds, ranging from beautiful rocking horses 

and cheeky-looking reindeer to all kinds of jewellery 

and clothing and much else besides. Stephanie and 

Sarah would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to all the 

stall holders and customers who attended the fair and 

members of the hall committee who helped with the 

organisation.  An extra big ‘Thanks’ to Penny, Claire, 

Bev, Ian and David, who worked so hard in the 

kitchen, for their support throughout the day: it was 

very much appreciated. ‘The fair could not have 

happened without you!’ 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THE BALL AT THE HALL 

 

The 007 Ball or Saturday 26 November was a real 

success. The Hall was full of glamorous villagers 

dressed up to the nines. There were even a couple of 

Pussy Galores! Thank you everyone who came for 

entering into the spirit of things. The Hall was 

perfectly decorated (thank you Colin) in the Bond 

motif. The first part of the evening was a cheerful 

hub of voices backed by Bond music but then Rude 

Awakening got most of us on the floor and even a 

few of us on the stage to sing! All in all an excellent 

evening. Maybe to be repeated as a Summer Ball. 

Watch this space. 

 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meetings held on 25/10/16 and 15/11/16. The latest  

meeting minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School  

Lane or on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

13
th

 December 2016 in Thorverton Memorial Hall at 7.30pm  

and all are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Planning matters – information received up to and including the date of the November meeting:  

*You can view planning applications, decisions, and documentation at: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

a) 16/00661/FULL Erection of a replacement storage unit with associated office at Dinneford Street, 

Thorverton. The PC resolved to object to these revised plans – see the minutes of 25/10/2016 for full 

details. 

b) 16/01497/FULL Erection of a multi-purpose agricultural storage building at Twinoaks Farm, Bickleigh (just 

outside of Thorverton parish). The PC submitted a response of ‘no comment’ regarding this application. 

Planning Decisions received to the date of the meeting:  

 16/01107/FULL Retention of self-service car wash/vacuum/tyre pressure facility at Thorverton Mill, 

Thorverton. Permitted with Conditions to Discharge. 
 

General Power of Competence 

The PC resolved to adopt the General Power of Competence (GPC) following my achievement in gaining the 

Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) making me a fully qualified Council Clerk. The GPC means 

that the PC is less restricted by legislation as to what it can now do which is a great benefit to those living and 

working within the parish. For more details see the minutes of 15/11/2016.   
 

New Cemetery update 

Councillors have been invited to attend a meeting of the Parochial Church Council during which it is hoped that the 

way forward regarding the Churchyard and proposed new Cemetery will be made clear. More news next month. 
 

Parish Plan (2008) revisited – can you help? 

Hopefully you have had your say on the revision of the 2008 Parish Plan by completing and returning your 

questionnaire but if not please do so by mid-December. The questionnaire can be found on the website.  Your 

contribution is very important and will help shape what happens in the parish over the next few years so don’t miss 

this chance to ‘have your say’. If you are interested in helping with any of the topics listed in the questionnaire 

please come forward and contact Cllr Neville Lane on 01392 861062.   
 

Grant Giving Policy 

The PC are pleased to be supporting the Parochial Church Council again this year with a grant of £600.00 towards 

the maintenance costs of the Churchyard.  If you are in need of funding for a project which will benefit the 

community why not apply for a PC grant? You will find an application form on the website.   
 

Village Handyman 

Thank you to those who have fedback positive comments regarding Colin’s work in the Quarry Car Park.  He will 

now concentrate on clearing the leats in Dinneford Street/The Bury.  If you know of anywhere in the parish needing 

the Handyman’s attention please get in touch.   
 

Reporting issues to DCC Highways – parishioners are encouraged to phone or log matters on the website 

If when out and about the village you see, for example, a pot hole needing filling, a wall needing attention or a 

street light not working then please report the matter to DCC Highways on tel.  0345 155 1015 as soon as possible. 
 

Christmas tree on the Jubilee Green – the PC are pleased to be providing the tree this year and would like to 

wish all parishioners a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

Alison Marshall – Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council 

https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
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Notice Board  

     Sunday 

December 18th 2016 

5.00 pm 
 

SERVICE OF 

LESSONS AND 

CAROLS 
 

Thorverton Parish 

Church 
 

This will be a traditional-

style service 

led by Rev Katie Cross, with 

candlelit procession, 

seasonal Bible readings, 

prayers and choral music 

sung by the Thorverton 

Church Christmas Choir and 

YOU! 
 

Everyone is very 

welcome 
 

Warming seasonal refreshments 

and mince pies will be served 

afterwards 
 

 

WI Coffee Morning 

 

Saturday 17
th

 December 

10.00 – 11.00 am 

 

At the WI Hut 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Church 
Choir     ♫ 
If you enjoy singing and would like to be a 

valued member of our community’s church choir 

regularly supporting church services, then this 

could be for you. There are no scary auditions! 

We’d just welcome your time, enthusiasm and 

commitment for a few hours per month.  

We sing a wide range of music at ‘all-age’ and 

more traditional services throughout the year. 

It’s good fun. Why not come and give it a try? 
 

Thursday Practices at Thorverton  

7.45 – 9.00pm 

Dec 1
st
, 8

th
, 15

th
  

Jan 5
th

 & 12
th

  

Sunday Services with Choir 

Dec  4th    COMMUNION SERVICE  9.30 start   

Dec 18th   CAROL SERVICE  5.00pm start    
 

CONTACT :  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419  

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

We shall be holding our monthly   
  

Coffee Morning 

(or tea if you prefer!) 
  

on Friday 2nd December 

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
  

A warm welcome to all 
 

 
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
Open Door 

Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request?  If 
you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday 
(except 22nd December) between 10.00 and 12 
noon when I will be happy to meet you.  

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 
 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 
 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  
 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571.   

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 

 

SOUP & PUDDING EVENING 
 

   W I HUT 

 

        Friday 3
rd

 February 2017 

 

    Full details in January Focus 

 

GARDENING VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
 

Could you help keep the flower beds of 
JUBILEE GREEN, in the centre of 

Thorverton village, 
neat and tidy for all to enjoy? 

 
If you like gardening, have some spare 
time, or just want to keep fit why not 

volunteer? 
 

For more information please contact  
Alison Marshall, Thorverton Parish 

Council, 01392 861228 or 
thorvertonpc@gmail.com 

 

SFH Supporters Club 

Xmas Bingo 

Monday 12th December 

Thorverton Village Hall 

          Doors  Open 7.15pm  

Eyes down 8pm 
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Crediton Parish Church 

Christmas Tree Festival 
 

Thursday 1
st
 - Sun 4

th
 December 

Opening Hours: 11am - 6pm (Thur & Fri) 

 10.30am - 7pm (Sat)  & 11am - 5pm (Sun) 
 

Over 70 community-decorated and illuminated 

trees will fill the church. 

Refreshments available 10am - 5pm daily, 

except Sun 2 - 5pm. 

Daily tour to the historic Governors Room 

12noon. 

Daily tour to the bell tower 2pm. 

Stalls in church and the Boniface Centre. 
 

Concert by the North Creedy Choral Society 

Saturday 7.30pm.   Admission charge. 
 

Concert by the Parish Church Choir  

Saturday 6pm.  Admission charge. 
 

Festival admission free.  Nearby parking. 

Suitable for all ages. 

 

 

Recommend a Friend to receive 
£10 off your next Consultation 
 

St Boniface Vets has grown 

considerably over the last few 

years. We are proud to be able 

to say that this is largely through 

personal recommendation and 

word of mouth. This is very 

gratifying for us as it means that you, our clients, 

think we do a great job caring for your pets! 

We are all passionate about keeping your dogs, cats 

and rabbits healthy but we like to think that our 

approach is a very personal one. We offer longer 

appointments so that you have time to tell us about 

your pet and their conditions. We listen, we explain 

and where appropriate we give you a choice. 

We appreciate that your recommendations are the 

best form of advertising so we wanted to say "Thank 

you" to our clients for their loyalty.   

Simply collect one of our vouchers, fill in your 

details and pass it to a friend. When they book their 

first appointment you will both receive £10 off your 

next consultation.  

Pop in to the surgery and collect your Recommend a 

Friend Voucher today! 
NB Terms and Conditions apply 

St Boniface Veterinary Clinic, Crediton EX17 3BN 
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Silverton Christmas Tree Festival 
 

It's that time of year again and Silverton is 
planning its Christmas Tree Festival. It will 
take place in St Mary’s Parish Church on 

 

Friday, 2nd December, 10.30am to 7,00pm; 
Saturday, 3rd December, 10.00am to 

6.00pm; Sunday 4th December, 3pm to 4pm. 
 

Admission is £1 per adult with children free. 
There will be a Lucky Programme draw, 

Home-made refreshments, Christmas Stall 
and Raffle. 

 

We are raising funds for the Silverton Pre-
school and Save the Children charity.  We 
hope for good support to help these two 
worthwhile causes. 
 

The theme this year is “A Recycled 
Christmas”. This should include natural 
materials like dried flowers or pine cones as 
well as artificial ones such as yoghurt pots 
or egg boxes. Come and see around 30 
trees decorated by village residents and 
organisations. 
 

 

 

Please remember to drop your 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS 

into the box specially provided at the Post Office 

and help HOSPISCARE raise funds. 

 

 
 

It only takes a moment to tear the stamps off an 

envelope (no need to remove the backing paper).  

Significant amounts can be raised this way. 
 

So please DON’T FORGET! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

A garland workshop morning 

 

Thursday Dec. 8th at 10.30 

 

in the parish church 

 

Come and help to make garlands for the Carol 

Service, just bring scissors and some evergreen 

foliage. 

 

 

 

CAROL SINGING 
AROUND THE 

VILLAGE 
Wednesday, 21st December  

7.00 pm 
Do come and join us - mince pies and 

punch afterwards 
 

Meet outside The Berry Dairy 
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WANTED FOR ST DAVID’S SOUP KITCHEN IN EXETER 
 

Sleeping Bags, Blankets, Rucksacks.  
  

Also clothing for men and women: 

Jeans, Jackets, Sweaters, T-Shirts, Underwear, Socks, Gloves, Shoes and Trainers 

Contact: Jenny Yendell on 01392 860800 (she can collect) 
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Church Services and News  

 

DECEMBER 2016 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 4 December Advent 2 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  SS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism   Cadbury KC   

10:00 am Informal Gathering   Stoke Canon    

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company,  Rewe 

 Christmas Tree Festival & Toy Collection  

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore  KC 

 

Sunday 11 December Advent 3 

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Open Church   Thorverton   

10:00 am  Family Service   Thorverton Lay Led      

10:00 am Carol & Toy Service  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe LF 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne KC 

05:30 pm  Christingle & Carol Service  Huxham KC 

 

Sunday 18 December Advent 4 

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   KC 

11:15 am Carol Service  Rewe Lay Led  

04:00 pm Nativity Pageant   Upton Pyne Lay Led  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  MSS 

05:00 pm Carol Service  Thorverton KC 

06:00 pm Carol Service  Poltimore  LF 

06:00 pm Carol Service   Cadbury Lay Led  

06:30 pm Carol Service  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 

 

Monday 19 December  

07:00 pm Carol Service        Netherexe KC 

 

Friday 23 December  

06:00 pm Carol Service        Brampford Speke  Lay Led  

 

Saturday 24 December Christmas Eve  

04:00 pm Crib Service        Stoke Canon  G 

Keehner & KC 

11:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore KC 

11:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon MSS 

 

Sunday 25 December Christmas Day  

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham A Hough 

09:30 am  Family Service & Holy Communion    [C] Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres C 

Edwards 

10:00 am  Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke LF 

10:00 am Family Service  Cadbury Lay Led  

10:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Rewe SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion by extension [C] Upton Pyne  LF  

 

Sunday 1 January Christmas 2 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company followed by   

 Holy Communion  [C] Rewe SS  
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to  a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.  For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

Parish Letter 
How do you feel about Christmas? 
 

For some people it is the greatest time of year - the 

decorations, parties, the music and presents and the 

day itself surrounded by family and friends. I must 

admit I rather fall into this category although I do 

wait till nearer the day for the decorations to go up, 

the anticipation being all part of the fun. 
 

For others, it's one of the toughest times of the year. 

The cold weather, memories of past Christmases 

where everything went very wrong or are no longer  

 

 

possible, broken relationships and loneliness all take 

their toll. And Christmas is the hardest time to be 

alone.  So, amongst all the food, carols and gifts, let 

me offer a short thought about Christmas. 
 

Christmas is about Jesus being born in Bethlehem 

over 2000 years ago. And it's a great story but we 

often leave it just for the children.  However, if we 

take a moment we can see just how mind blowing it 

is.  Christmas is when the infinite, eternal God, who 

made everything that exists became part of his own 

creation. And not an important part either. He didn't 

become King of the Universe at Christmas, though 

even that would have been a big step down. He 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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became an illegitimate baby born to a poor couple 

from a conquered race, born in a grotty cave-stable in 

an insignificant backwater of a town in the 

unfashionable end of the Roman Empire. And that is 

the same God who spoke and the universe was 

created.  A Christmas carol puts it well: 
 

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him,  

nor earth sustain;  

Heaven and earth shall flee away  

when He comes to reign.  

In the bleak mid-winter  

a stable place sufficed  

The Lord God Almighty,  

Jesus Christ. 
 

And God did this not just to surprise us, but to enter 

our experience. The God of the Universe became one 

of us and lived as one of us so that we could know 

him and be with him. God himself bridged the gap 

between people and God, and at immense cost to 

himself. 
 

Christmas is a time to celebrate what we have in this 

life, the good things this world can offer, but it’s also 

a time to celebrate what God has done and his love 

for us. We will retell the story of when he came at 

Bethlehem this December, but we can also discover 

and share the story of God coming into each of our 

lives today, still alongside us in all life brings. 
 

So, no matter what our Christmas may hold, I hope 

and pray that you will find his joy this Christmas. 
 

God bless, and have a very Happy Christmas! 

Rev Katie Cross 

 
                               

Baptist Church  
 

Lest we forget... 
(The following is an abridged version of the sermon 

preached by Rev. Maurice Harrison at the United 

Remembrance Sunday service on November 13
th
.) 

 

The Roman poet Horace wrote: Dulce et decorum est 

pro patria mori; it is sweet and fitting to die for one's 

country. The war poet Wilfred Owen contested this 

and gave a harrowing account of trench warfare and 

the horrors provoked by a gas attack. Jesus said: 

Greater love hath no man than this; that a man lay 

down his life for his friends. On an occasion when 

we are gathered to pay tribute to the the gallant men 

and women who in two world wars and various other 

conflicts did just that, it is legitimate to apply those 

words to their sacrifice. But in the first instance Jesus 

was referring to himself and his own death on the 

cross. 

 

In 1916 there were at first only volunteers for the 

battlefield. Conscription came later. Wilfred Owen 

was a volunteer. He was wounded at the front and 

repatriated for medical treatment, after which he 

returned to the battlefield. He didn't have to. He had 

been assigned to light regimental duties and could 

have remained at home in relative comfort until the 

end of the war. But he chose to take up active service 

once more, a decision that cost him his life in 

November 1918. He was 25. 

He reminds me of another who did not have to give 

his life and yet freely chose to do so and that is our 

Lord Jesus Christ. I am emboldened to make this 

point because in our country we make the conscious 

choice to celebrate the Armistice in a Christian place 

of worship and the whole of our act of remembrance 

is clothed in Christian symbols - prayers, bible 

readings, hymns, an anthem and so on. Everything is 

centred on our Christian faith. 

 

No-one has greater love than this, to lay down one's 

life for one's friends. And that was how Jesus 

considered his disciples, as friends. What an 

aspiration for us, to be known as friends of Jesus. But 

there are conditions. The first is obedience. "You are 

my friends," said Jesus, "if you do whatever I 

command you." Being a friend of Jesus - the one who 

gave his life for his friends- means accepting the 

sacrifice he made on our behalf. It means asking him 

to forgive our sins, to save us and give us a new life. 

It means a commitment to follow him every day as 

his representative in society and as a loyal member of 

his church. 

Are we ready for that level of relationship? 
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"The son of God," said St Paul of Jesus, "who loved 

me and gave himself for me." 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends. 

Maurice Harrison 

 

Women’s Institute 
I must apologise for putting in November’s Focus 

that the WI Coffee Morning was on 17
th
 November 

when it is, of course, on Saturday 17
th

 December. 

The good news is that you haven’t missed it after all! 

– Ed 

 

Message from Thorverton WI’s President 

 

I would like to thank everyone who has supported us 

this year, coming to coffee mornings and the fund-

raisers we have held. 

 

Also it was a pleasure to have TADS performing at 

the hut again; they would be very welcome to come 

back at any time.  

 

The Welcome Cafe will be closed in December. 

 

I would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and 

a Peaceful New Year. 

 

Barbara O’Higgins  

 

November 2016 Meeting 

Mrs O’Higgins welcomed Mr Graham Tilsbury to the 

November meeting.  Graham called his talk ‘Wills, 

etc.’ and said he wanted ‘to talk to and with people’ 

to enable his listeners to gain an understanding of 

some of the legal documents.  He tried to impress on 

everyone how important it is to have a Will from 

quite early on in life to ensure one’s wishes are 

carried out and to make it as simple as possible for 

those dealing with the affairs, and he also mentioned 

the need to keep a Will updated.   
 

Graham explained that due to recent rules and 

regulations and checks that have to be made, 

Solicitors make little profit when writing a Will as it 

is a very time-consuming job.  He talked about 

codicils and explained when they can be used.  

Regarding a Power of Attorney, Graham tried to 

make everyone realise the importance of this legal 

document.   Several questions were asked and 

confusions were sorted.  Although no-one likes 

talking about what they want to be written into a 

Will, everyone agreed that once the job is done, it 

feels as though a weight has been lifted from one’s 

shoulders.  
 

The December meeting date coincides with the 

Devon Federation Carol Service at the Cathedral.  

Some members will be attending this wonderful 

event while other members will have a Christmas 

Social in the WI Hut.  The next meeting will be in 

January, when members will enjoy a Festive Lunch 

together. 

Judy Bright 

 
Poetry 
On the Line 

 

(Dolphin Group outing) 

 

Swifter than swallows, swifter that hares, 

Pass sleepy herd who seem unawares; 

Along by the meadows, where woolly sheep graze 

On a diet of grass – in early morn’s haze. 

The sun is a peeping just over the hill 

Where folk in a cottage are breakfasting still. 

Here is a river in meandering flow 

And there is a small copse 

With autumnal glow. 

Close by a brook a heron is keeping 

Watch for a fish, while a sly fox is creeping 

Low by a hedgerow, in daily habit 

Hoping to snatch a pheasant or rabbit. 

Tickety tick and clackety clack, 

Now there’s a bank close by the track 

Bestrung with clematis wild and free,  

Seed silvered with dewdrops and climbing a tree; 

Next a patchwork of fields, stitched together by 

hedges, 

Large grassy spaces and wetlands with sedges. 

There is a churchyard right by the line 

And a small village church with a spire quite fine, 

Trees varied and lovely populate every glade 

In russet and red and of rich golden shade. 

There is so much to give pleasure, on hillside and 

 down; 

But the journey’s now ending as we approach town 

Tickety tick and clackety clack, 

We’ve yet to enjoy the ride going back. 

The train is now braking; but again we’ll be taking 

Future trips when it’s fine 

On this great Tarka Line. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

What can you say? 
 

A young friend gave me his empty sweet packet. 

 'Why' I asked 'Do I get the rubbish?' 

 'Because' he replied 'I had the sweets' 

 

Sylv Gregory 
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RBL Poppy Appeal 
 

Royal British Legion 

Thorverton Branch 2016 “Poppy Appeal”  

 
This year the Poppy collection in the Thorverton, 

Cadbury, Upexe, Brampford Speke, Cowley, Upton 

Pyne and Newton St Cyres areas raised a fantastic 

sum of £3,168. 

 

We would like to say a big thank you to our 

organizer Penny Fice and all the collectors for all the 

hard work they do and of course to everyone who so 

generously contributed. 

 

Alex Fice, Thorverton RBL 

 

 

Book Group 
 

The Book Group met tonight around a nicely placed 

set of tables in the quiet end of the Thorverton Arms. 

Our discussion was lively, friendly and very 

informal. We found The Ballroom by Anna Hope, 

although classed as a love story, brought 

heartbreaking thoughts and emotions for the main 

characters of Ella, John and Clem, whose tragic 

circumstances had brought them into this mental 

asylum. We also had a healthy debate on Eugenics, 

which is a theme running through the book. We 

considered how the belief in Eugenics at the time 

affected certain sections of people and the fact that 

there is still debate in the public forums regarding the 

subject. We found we all enjoyed the book and I 

think we would recommend it as a good read. 

 

We are not meeting during December but look 

forward to our next meeting which will be Thursday 

26th January 2017 and then every last Thursday of 

each month thereafter. The next book chosen 

is Missing, Presumed by Susie Steiner. This again 

was from the Richard and Judy book list and had 

been chosen at the previous meet in October. We 

welcome ideas and recommendations for the Book 

Group, hopefully bringing them with you to our 

January meeting where we can plan our future book 

list. 

 

 

 

 

Missing Presumed by Susie Steiner 

 

The books description: It is the first 72 hours that are 

all-important in a missing person case. If they pass 

without result, police unofficially assume they’re 

now looking  

for a body.  DS Manon Bradshaw is in just such a 

race against time when a woman vanishes from 

home, door ajar, keys and phone left behind, blood 

on the floor. But this is more than a thriller: Manon is 

a wonderfully screwed-up, often very funny woman. 

There are laughs as well as gasps here. 

 

Charlotte Heathcote, Sunday Express: "This clever, 

witty novel is one of those rare books that marries 

excellent writing and memorable characters with an 

absorbing plot and a  

startling twist." 

 

Red Online: "Steiner’s engrossing, gripping and wry 

prose, beautifully detailed storytelling and the 

wonderfully drawn DS Manon Bradshaw elevate this 

missing person novel into something quite 

spectacular and deeply satisfying." 

 

Richard says: "But what makes this book so different 

from the usual police whodunit is the sly humour 

author Susie Steiner injects into the tale." 

 

 

As you can see this is a totally different type of 

storyline from our previous book.  We hope each 

month to have a varied selection to choose from in 

order to continue our lively group discussions. We 

are open to all and look forward to welcoming more 

readers in the coming months. We would like to 

thank Stephen of The Thorverton Arms for his 

hospitality. 

 

We will be starting a group space on the Nextdoor 

website, but will continue to post also in the websites 

main arena as we are still establishing this new group 

and want the opportunity to be open and seen by any 

interested party.  We also will continue to post 

updates in the Focus and thank them for their work in 

producing the local paper magazine for this area. 

 

May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas and look forward to a wonderful New 

Year with an ever growing and evolving new Book 

Group in Thorverton. 
 

Sue James-Smith 
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The Exeter Inn stays in safe 
hands 
 

The Exeter Inn celebrated 70 years of being in the 

same family, with a party in the pub on 12
th
 

November.   

 

Richard and Stella Barron have recently taken over 

running the pub.  Richard’s grandparents first took 

over the pub in November 1946;  their son, John, 

took over and ran it for 35 years.  

 

 

 

 
Photos by Ant Barron (above) and John Spivey (below) 
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Armistice Day – Friday 11
th
 November 2016 

 

On Friday 11
th
 November at 11am the children of Thorverton Primary School attended a short service at the village 

War Memorial to observe the National Two Minute Silence in memory of all those who have given their lives 

fighting for their country.  Rev. Katie Cross took the Service and the Bugler was James Meredith. 

Milo Bartholomew carried the School Union Flag and Alex Fice the RBL flag. Erin Vukusic read the Kohima 

Epitaph. Wreaths were laid at the War Memorial by all three classes: (class 1) Ashton Taylor, (class 2) Will Hunter, 

(class3) Oliver Shaw.  Each class also left a folder of drawings of poppy fields with their wreaths. 
                                                                              

                                                    Below: Ashton Taylor laying a wreath. 
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Remembrance Sunday 13
th
 November 2016 

 

The Parish and Baptist Churches of Thorverton and Cadbury celebrated a combined Remembrance Service at 

Thorverton Parish Church as a tribute to the fallen and wounded of two World Wars and all Armed Conflicts. 

Rev. Maurice Harrison conducted the Service. The Standard Bearer for the Royal British Legion was Alex Fice and 

the Bugler was James Meredith. 

 

Outside at the War Memorial Rev. Katie Cross conducted the Act of Remembrance and the National Two Minute 

Silence. John Hodge: Royal British Legion, Catrina Fursdon: Cadbury, and Barbara O’Higgins: WI, laid wreaths. 

Special thanks to John Hodge and the Thorverton Arms for the refreshments after the service in memory of 

William Cann, John’s family member.  

 

                            
 

      
 

Photos by Sam/Nic Fice 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
Mills in the Devon Landscape – Martin Watts 

 

 
 

Martin Watts              Photo by Robin Blythe-Lord 

 

Martin started by explaining that he has had a long 

interest in mills and has done much work on mill 

restoration and conservation work. He has now given 

this up and does research and writing only.  

 

So what is a mill? It is a building fitted with 

machinery for grinding corn or for a manufacturing 

process. Their locations can be found on old tithe and 

ordnance survey maps. Old photographs, prints and 

drawings can provide images of old mills. Go back 

100 years and mills often appeared on post cards and 

they were very popular with artists in the 19
th
 

century. John Swete was a Devon vicar who sketched 

many mills in the late 1790’s. 

 

There were over 1000 water driven mills but remains 

of the older ones are very rare. There are a few left 

from the middle of the 16
th
 century. 

 

Powered milling goes back to the time of the Roman 

invasion and large mill stones have been found at 

over 200 sites. These stones were of such a size they 

would have needed water power to drive them. 

 

Roman mills would have been a simple structure 

needing water power to turn the wheel and this then 

turned the mill stone via a gearing system. Some had 

a horizontal wheel, doing away with the need for 

gearing but these are rare as they were prone to be 

washed away when the river providing the water 

flooded. 

 

The earliest reference to a Devon mill is in the 880’s. 

It was part of the Royal Estate of Silverton and was 

possibly sited on the river Burn. Doomsday records 

show there were 96 mills in Devon, mostly in the 

East Devon area coming down to the river Exe. 

 

Mills need a controllable source of water as rivers 

rise and fall too much. Leats were dug by hand and 

could be many miles long. Weirs were often required 

with sluice gates to control the water flow.  

 

Water would be directed either over or under the 

water wheel. An overshot wheel is up to 3 times 

more efficient than an undershot one but it needs a 

good head of water.  Two wheels could be run on the 

overshot method if sufficient power was available 

and gearing could be improved to increase output. 

  

Over the years the number of floors in mills 

increased and the grain was hoisted to the top using 

water power.  Corn is fed into the top mill stone 

which turns (the bottom stone is stationary) and this 

produces meal which is refined to make flour. 

 

Lots of mills have been lost to fires. Thorverton mill 

was originally to the south west of the current 

building. This was built for E J Coombes in about 

1885 but burnt down in 1897. It was rebuilt in 1898 

and closed in September 1989. The weir which 

provided the water for the mill was breached in the 

floods in December 1999. 

 

Tidal mills were in operation in Dartmouth, St 

Budeaux and Fishers Mill at Clyst St George. A build 

up of tidal water could be released in a controlled 

way to power the mill. 

 

Wind mills were not common in Devon and possibly 

no more than 100 were constructed. Torbay and 

North Devon were popular sites for these. 

 

Over the years the materials used to construct the 

mills changed with iron replacing wood as it was 

more robust and lasted longer. The mill stones could 

be from Dartmoor, Gloucester, Wales or France and 

had different designs cut into them, some being more 

efficient than others. Granite was the cheapest stone 

but not the best as it was prone to getting shiny. 

 

In addition to grinding corn, mills were also used in 

the cloth industry and Heathcoats factory in Tiverton 

had a massive water wheel transported down from 

Manchester. There was a silk mill at Ottery St Mary 

and a paper mill at Bradninch. Finch Foundry at 

Sticklepath was originally a woollen mill but was 

converted to a foundry for tool making. 

 

Robert Turner       
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Christmas presence 
 

Loneliness is one of the biggest and most 

unrecognized causes of poor health within our 

communities.  If health is defined as a sense of 

physical, mental and social wellbeing it is obvious 

why this is the case.  Currently society tends to think 

of health simply from the physical perspective. 

However, all three are closely linked. Research 

studies show that people who are lonely are more 

likely to use NHS services, are at increased risk of 

major depressive illness and have shorter life spans. 

It is also well recognized that good regular social 

interactions are protective against memory loss – one 

of the founding principles of Memory Cafés.  Since 

studies show that 1 in 6 of the elderly population 

describe themselves as lonely it would seem to be 

something that we could all do our bit to help 

remedy.  
 

Christmas offers everyone that opportunity to pop in 

and visit neighbours or friends that you may not have 

seen for some time.  We need to remember that there 

is a difference between solitude and loneliness.  

Many will state a preference for their own company 

but too much of one thing is no good for anyone. 

Some gentle persuasion to accept an invitation is I 

think an appropriate action at this time of year.  Often 

the loneliest are actually not that resistant to 

becoming involved although will be naturally shy at 

first.  The opposite is also true.  Sometimes the most 

seemingly gregarious and extrovert can be 

desperately lonely inside.  We are aware of the cliché 

of comedians who spend their lives making others 

laugh but then go home to an empty bedsit.  This is 

true not just for celebrities but hidden in full view in 

pubs and clubs everywhere, especially at this time of 

year.  It can also be argued that on-line communities 

heighten loneliness as it is the face-to-face 

interactions that our animal instincts require to make 

us feel good about ourselves.  
 

The Friends of Wyndham House Surgery are 

developing a Befriending Service led by Trish Jones.  

The idea is for it to resemble a social dating agency 

for those who would like to be put in contact with 

others with similar interests or those who as a result 

of their poor physical health and mobility are unable 

to get out and about to socialize as they used to.  The 

benefits of such a scheme are evident but putting it 

into action can be difficult as those who would 

benefit most are often the most reluctant to put 

themselves forward.  So if you would like to 

volunteer to help or know someone who would 

benefit from the FOWHS Befriending Service then 

contact Trish directly (01392 861466) or put names 

down at the surgery. 

Dr Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd       supporting   Thorverton Post Office         

Christmas is almost upon us. We have 2017 

calendars, 2017 diaries, charity Christmas cards – 

Hospiscare, Marie Curie, British Heart Foundation - 

wrapping paper, labels etc. plus of course posting and 

packing materials. We hope you’ll find most of what 

you need here on your doorstep. 

Remember to post early for Christmas especially if 

you are sending things abroad. Also be prepared to 

have to state what is in your parcels/packets even if 

they are only for the UK. There are good lower price 

deals for certain sizes of parcel. Buy your Christmas 

stamps early. We do sometimes run out nearer the 

time!  

  
The TCT Ltd AGM will take place on Mon Dec 5

th
 

at 7.45pm in Thorverton WI Hut. This is an 

opportunity to hear about the past business year of 

our post office and the TCT Ltd community-run 

newsagent/stationers shop. The TCT Ltd and PO 

accounts will be presented, the TCT Council 2016/17 

elected and there will be time for questions and 

discussion.  

Do contact me in advance please if you wish us to 

include something special on the agenda or you 

would like to be proposed for membership of the 

TCT Council (committee).  

All are welcome at the meeting but only paid-up TCT 

members can vote. 

  
If you haven’t joined TCT yet or you haven’t yet 

renewed your membership this financial year (June 

–May for us) £10 pp per annum, please contact me 

ASAP or ask for a form in the post office. 

 

PO and TCT staff and volunteers continue to work 

hard for which we are all very grateful.  

Don’t forget those who are up well before most of us 

every morning to unpack and sort papers whatever 

the weather, many of them voluntarily. We are lucky 

to have daily papers, magazines and stationery items 

available and such a range of services on offer at our 

local post office. Have you seen our new leaflets 

about what you can do at Thorverton Post Office? – 

pick one up when you are next shopping with us. 

We have been working recently on improvements to 

security and outside lighting and hope to have some 

more up-to-date post office signage very soon. 

 

We welcome Zac and Oscar to our Saturday 

team. Thanks guys. 
Please  keep shopping locally.  

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd 

Chair and Company Secretary 

Jan Hamilton               07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 
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Legal Eagle 
 

On September 15
th
 2012 Rachel Miller purchased a 

horse, ‘Polly Perks’ for £550. With her on the day 

was Ashleigh Harris who rode the horse ‘briefly’ 

before Mrs Miller made the purchase. I am advised 

that the sum of £550 for a thoroughbred race horse 

might have raised questions regarding the suitability 

of the animal for the purpose of simply riding for 

pleasure. Indeed Judge Graham Wood QC said that 

Mrs Miller had made a “serious error of judgment” in 

buying the unsuitable horse in the early stages of her 

riding hobby. 
 

A few days later, on the 22
nd

 September 2012, 

Ashleigh, who was 14 years old at the time, Mrs 

Miller, Keiron, Mrs Miller’s son and Ashleigh’s 

boyfriend, and Sammy, Keiron’s sister, went to a 

field near Mrs Miller’s home in Mathern, near 

Chepstow. Using riding equipment supplied by Mrs 

Miller, Ashleigh set up and mounted ‘Polly Perks’ 

and began walking and then trotting. The trot turned 

into an “uncontrollable canter” and she was 

“suddenly and unexpectedly unseated”. 
 

Ashleigh, who is now 18, broke her back; she is 

confined to a wheelchair and will require specialist 

care for the rest of her life.  
 

In her subsequent claim for damages Ashleigh 

alleged that Mrs Miller had been negligent in 

encouraging her to ride the horse despite knowing 

that she was inexperienced and that the horse was 

difficult to handle. 
 

During the trial Ashleigh was described as a 

“competent novice” who had a lot of experience 

riding ponies but had never ridden a horse before. 

The judge found that Mrs Miller had “limited 

knowledge” of Ashleigh’s riding experience, 

although she knew that Ashleigh had done more 

riding than she had. 
 

The judge went on to find that ‘Polly Perks’ was “a 

green, unresponsive and uneducated horse who by 

her very nature, as a thoroughbred racehorse, would 

be strong, potentially wilful and difficult to control”. 
 

“Being committed to this type of horse, and taking 

steps to acquire Polly very cheaply, she has 

convinced herself that there were no problems with 

the horse, when in fact there were, and it should have 

been known by her as difficult to manage, even for a 

competent novice rider.” 

 

Finding in favour of Ashleigh, the judge said, “In my 

judgment, it was reasonably foreseeable that the 

horse would be strong and difficult to control, and in 

certain conditions likely to unseat a rider who was 

not used to managing a horse bred to race and trained 

to gallop.” 
 

The judge concluded by saying that, “By positively 

encouraging Ashleigh to ride the horse, and 

condoning, if not specifically instructing a trot in an 

open field for the first time, Mrs Miller was exposing 

her to a risk of injury from a horse which could not 

be controlled other than in the most benign of 

conditions”. 
 

The judge went on the say that although Mrs Miller 

was insured it was only for a limited amount and that 

his ruling would therefore have a significant impact 

on her personal finances.   

 

The final amount of compensation is yet to be 

assessed but Ashleigh’s lawyers have indicated that 

several million pounds will be needed to pay for a 

lifetime’s care. To this one would need to add the 

legal fees payable by Mrs Miller, namely her own 

and Ashleigh’s, and these will be in the region of 

£500,000. 
 

Ashleigh has stated that whilst she does not blame 

Mrs Miller for the accident she had to get the 

compensation to make sure that she is financially 

secure in the future to be able to get care and pay for 

extensions on the side of her house. 
 

Legal proceedings of this nature are, however, based 

on the notion that someone is responsible, and 

despite Ashleigh not “blaming” Mrs Miller, the court 

has held that Mrs Miller was responsible for the 

tragic events of 22
nd

 September 2012. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Rainfall Record 
 

Readers will, I trust, be aware of how indebted I am 

to Gus Christianson for so meticulously taking 

rainfall readings every day.  Imagine my horror when 

I heard that he had had to go into hospital for a few 

days in October (hence no report last month).  

Anyway, the great news is that it didn’t rain while he 

was in hospital so the record is complete.  October 

was a relatively dry month with just 44mm of rainfall 

in Thorverton (just under half the average for that 

month).  November had also been relatively dry for 

the first half of the month, but then things changed.  

Find out more in next month’s Focus. 
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Nature Notes 
The last beetle in my A-Z, the bloody-nosed beetle, is 

featured this month and so with winter upon us I 

hope the subject of beetles will not appear again for a 

while. On warm days in late winter we may see the 

odd dor beetle emerge out of diapause.  

 

I had already started writing the following paragraphs 

about storms and thought we may have got away 

without one in November then storm Angus came 

roaring in on the 19th. Not only did we have heavy 

rain driven by strong wind but the morning of the 

18th there was a little snow which was an unexpected 

surprise. It lay for a short while on high ground such 

as Raddon Top and Silverton but of course there was 

more to the north on the Devon edge of Exmoor. 
 

Storms 

The project of naming storms started in October 2015 

and was aimed at just autumn and winter. This 

October the Met Office published the new UK and 

Republic of Ireland list of storm names and extended 

the project to cover the whole year from 1st October 

2016 to 30
th
 September 2017.  

 

November is a notorious month for storms and the 

first one has already arrived. Let’s cast our memory 

back to November last year with the first storm 

named Abigail arriving on Friday 13
th
. The South 

West got off lightly with wind and rain but the north 

of Wales and England together with Scotland bore 

the brunt with power cuts and trees blown down. 

Scotland and parts of north England had snowfall. By 

the end of November we had experienced two more 

storms with eleven storms recorded in total. Storm 

Katie was last named storm arriving on Easter 

Sunday (27
th
 March 2016).  

 

Local News 

A grey squirrel that had come to eat dropped peanut 

pieces beneath our bird feeders got a bit of a shock 

when it was taken unawares by one of the local cats. 

The cat took after the squirrel, cornering it between a 

wall and outdoor table. The squirrel made a dash 

towards trees hotly pursued by the cat and lived to 

see another day. 

 

One of my work colleagues lives near one of the 

Exeter cemeteries and often sees interesting wildlife 

such as a green woodpecker nesting there this year. 

She also told me a woman feeds squirrels there, the 

squirrels come running to her high pitched ‘come on’ 

calls.  

 

I know from previous information supplied to me that 

little egrets frequent Thorverton’s village stream. On 

5
th
 November one was spotted right in the centre of 

the village beside the little humped back road bridge 

and the egret didn’t move its position even when a 

car driver slowed to get a closer look at the bird. 

 

Pat, a local resident, told me she had seen a song 

thrush for the first time in her garden. This species is 

not as common as it once was. She also told me a 

blackbird and robin come into her house for little 

treats of sultanas. 

  

A-Z Beetles 

My final beetle species to discuss is the bloody-nosed 

beetle, found in Southern England and especially 

here in the South West. I have encountered this leaf-

eating beetle on Dartmoor, Great Torrington 

Commons, the Budleigh Salterton section of the coast 

path and Wembury Point in the South Hams. It is a 

slow moving beetle so its defence mechanism when it 

feels threatened is to exude red drops of fluid, a 

mixture of blood and another secretion which is 

unpleasant to the taste. It is a fairly large bulbous 

blackish beetle found in springtime. In the past I have 

only found the odd one or two specimens at any one 

time. A walk along the coast path at Wembury in 

April this year left me astonished at the sheer number 

of bloody-nosed beetles seen, many of which were 

mating. The female beetle is much bigger than the 

male. After mating, the female lays eggs on the 

underside of leaves of bedstraw plants.  

 

In May 2015 at Great Torrington Commons I found 

my only sighting of larvae of the bloody-nosed 

beetle. At first I didn’t know what these weird 

looking creatures were until I was able to look them 

up in a book at home. They look like a black, larger 

version of a semi curled up woodlouse. Above is a 

photo of an adult bloody-nosed beetle, taken by Ann 

Parkinson in 2012 and my photo of a larva feeding on 

bedstraw at Great Torrington Commons in 2015. 

 

Last Words 
In our garden a young drinker moth larva is out and 

about feeding on grass. If the weather worsens it will 

find a place to rest up. This species overwinters in its 

larval state. Something has been stripping the outer 

layer of our honeysuckle vines of which we have a 

lot, rambling over various trees and shrubs. My 

suspicion is it’s the activity of grey squirrels that are 

known to use tree bark along with other natural 

material for their dreys. Fieldfares and redwings are 

eating our fall down apples. These winter visitors are 

so numerous they easily fall prey to sparrowhawks. I 
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usually find their remains, two to three bundles of 

feathers and perhaps a leg or two in the garden in the 

wintertime. Next month I will write about bats so 

please feel free to contact me if you have anything to 

say about this nocturnal mammal.     

 

Jenny Garne 01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

The Garden in December 2016 

and Limerick Quiz 
 

I am writing this with the rain hammering down on 

the skylight window. It makes me realize that it has 

been quite a while since we have had an enormous 

amount of rain in a concentrated period of time with 

no gaps. This will make a huge difference to your 

garden, if you were planning to work in it. Until now 

the ground has been very workable and quickly 

draining of any rain. However, the last three days 

will have changed that and the ground will be 

saturated. So, as usual, I should advise staying off the 

soil until you are quite sure it has drained and begun 

to dry out. More harm is done by paddling around on 

wet soil to the infrastructure by compaction than is 

realised. This damage cannot be seen from above 

ground but the loss of aeration further down in the 

soil can lead to plants growing poorly in the future. 

So if in doubt, keep off!! 
 

If you do have to go onto the soil, use a board to take 

your weight, and fork over afterwards. Also, protect 

your grass if you are working in the garden and have 

to cross the lawn. Muddy footprints take quite a 

while to disappear and you are also compacting your 

lawn. 
 

This, of course, is a sly trick to keep you inside 

planning next year’s vegetable plot and ordering 

seeds. It also allows you time to make up your 

Christmas limerick for this year’s festive garden 

competition. Any number of entries are allowed. 

Compose a limerick for the festive season 

mentioning at least one plant. Entries before 

Christmas day to be sent to Focus, or Neville, or 

myself. A selection of the best will be printed out for  

you all to enjoy in Focus in the New Year and a prize 

for the winning entry. To give you a flavour of what 

to expect I had fun thinking up this one…….. 

 

 There was a young lady called Molly 

Who ran through the snow, which was folly. 

  Her foot it did slip and of course she did trip 

And sat with a bump on some holly!!….ouch! 
 

As you can see it does not have to be great poetry! 
 

If you are pondering your Christmas present list, 

don’t forget the enjoyment an indoor plant can give 

and the garden centres have a really good selection at 

this time of year. One of the most vibrant of these, of 

course, is the traditional poinsettia, Euphorbia 

pulcherrima, known as the flower of Christmas. The 

colour is provided by bracts, large modified leaves. 

The flowers are small and clustered at the tip of the 

stems. These plants are really just seasonal and will 

look good for a few months. It is very hard to keep 

the plant looking good for the following year and 

stimulate the new bracts to colour. This has to be 

done by giving them long periods of darkness with 

no artificial light and in frost free conditions well 

before Christmas, so best left to commercial growers. 

As with all house plants they do not like to be in a 

draught and when you bring them from the garden 

centre or shop get them in the car as quickly as 

possible. This goes for all bought plants. 
 

Well, there you are Neville, I think you will enjoy 

reading the limericks whilst you sip your hot punch 

and eat a mince pie.  
 

 To all my fellow gardeners, a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.  Happy Gardening! 
 

    Lorraine.Colebrook 

 

 

 

Super Moon over Thorverton 
 

Photographed by John Spivey (who must have had 

better visibility from his house than we had in The 

Glebe! – Ed) 

 

 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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 TARTS news 
 

 

 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

On Saturday 12
th
 November Graeme treated us to a 

re-run of an old favourite – a 7 mile Dartmoor walk 

taking in South Hessary Tor and the Devonport leat. 

Starting at Princetown the weather was a little drizzly 

and misty but as we headed out across the moor 

towards South Hessary Tor the weather brightened 

and it was an undemanding walk to the tor and 

beyond. At the site of a disused tin mine we headed 

west following the course of the Devonport leat. Rolo 

the dog clearly loved this section of the walk and 

swam alongside us for some of it!  

This section of the moor is delightfully wild and 

dramatic, dotted with stone crosses and the large 

granite tors. Remains of old tin mines and cottages 

reminded us that this was once a thriving industrial 

area, hard to believe now. 

 

The only challenging part of the walk was a step 

downhill section to the river Meavy, and up the other 

side through quite boggy terrain. Considering what 

the weather promised in Princetown, it remained dry 

and bright for much of the walk. The rain did start to 

come towards the very end of the walk, but by this 

time the tea shop at Princetown was almost in sight.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A welcome cup of tea and the obligatory scone or 

cake finished off the walk nicely. 

Future walks:   

We are almost at the end of the current programme 

but please keep an eye on the notice board for further 

walks, which will also be sent to everyone on the 

email list. 

The TARTS Christmas meal is booked for 

Saturday 10
th

 December at 7pm in the Thorverton 

Arms.  Please let Caroline or Graeme know if you 

would like to come. 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 

 

Photos on this page and the next by Mike Stannard
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Change at the Thorverton Arms 
The new team at the Thorverton Arms (Duane Murdoch (chef) and Pauline McCullagh (bar manager), 

photographed by John Spivey.  We wish them well: 
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

Events & activities for the           

+  
 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 07 & 21 NOV 

St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton starts at 2:00 PM 

prompt.  Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment 

and raffle ticket (prizes!)  It’s fun and easy to learn! 

 

EVENTS! 

 

 Royal Marines Christmas Concert  – 

Sunday 4
th
 December: Inclusive cost £27.50 

 Christmas Lunch – Waie Inn Dartmoor – 

Friday 16 December: inclusive cost £22 
 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further 

details of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info 

 
Recipe 
   

Honey Baked Apples 

All you need are Devonshire apples, honey, a little 

butter, and possibly some raisins or mincemeat, for a 

simple seasonal pudding. 
 

Wash and core even sized cooking apples. With a 

sharp knife score a line around the centre of the apple 

to prevent it from splitting during baking. 
 

Make a syrup by melting 75g (3oz) honey with 10g 

(1/2 oz) butter.  Place the apples in a baking dish and 

pour the syrup over them. Bake the apples in a 

moderate oven until soft, basting occasionally with 

the honey syrup. Serve with the syrup, and a 

generous dollop of clotted cream. [You can also stuff 

the centre of the apples with raisins or mincemeat if 

liked.] 

Paul Cleave 

www.sustainablecrediton.org.uk 

 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
As the shortest day approaches we are now onto our 

winter timetables with afternoon club sessions 

starting earlier in order to avoid having to use the 

court lights. League matches continue throughout the 

winter for our hardy players who don’t mind the cold 

and dark, and Wednesday afternoon and evening  

junior coaching also carries on, weather permitting. 

Please see our website www.newtonstcyrestennisclub 

for details of junior coaching, committee contacts, 

etc. 

The Club would like to wish all readers a happy 

festive season and a peaceful 2017. 

Sally Baldwin  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub/
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)  
                 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 7596212 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH. 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
         Secretary: Rachel Mildon, Treasurer: Rachel Parker. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324.  
     Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Vice Chair: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. 
Meetings: last Tuesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-
members welcome. 
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9am-11.45am &12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. 
  Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during  
                                                     term-time, at Thorverton Primary School site. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Secretary: Sylv Gregory, 20 Bullen Close. 860173.   
                                      Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 17.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call for emergencies only on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 
 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 

We are now accepting new patients 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2016 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy      b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

December 12
th
 and 28

th
 (Wed.)    December 5

th  
and 19

th
 

Jan. 10
th
 and 23

rd
 (Tues.)    January 4

th
 (Wed.), 16

th
 and 30

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates: 2016: 15
th
 December  

            2017: 12
th
 January / 9

th
 February / 9

th
 March / 6

th
 April / 4

th
 May / 1

st
 & 29

th
 June/  

                       27
th
 July / 24

th
 August / 21

st
 September / 19

th
 October / 16

th
 November / 14

th
 December. 

 

 

Union Flag Flying days in December 
None. 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs 

at 17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time 

only), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it 

is the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

DECEMBER 

Fri 2
nd

   Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church, 10.30-12 noon. 

Sat 3
rd

   New Valley Practice Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon. WI Hut 

   Lights-on at Springfield, 7pm  

Sun 4
th  

Christmas Tree lighting ceremony, Memorial Hall 

Mon 5
th
  TCT AGM, 7.45pm, WI Hut 

Tues 6
th  

Christmas Bingo, 7pm for 7.30pm, Memorial Hall  

Thurs 8
th
  Garland workshop morning to make garlands for the Carol Service, 10.30 in the Church. 

Sun 11
th
  Family Service in the Parish Church. From 9.30, service starts at 10.00. 

Mon 12
th
 SFH Xmas Bingo, Memorial Hall, 8pm,  

Tues 13
th
 Thorverton Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall 

Sat 17
th
  WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10 to 11 am, WI Hut. 

Sun 18
th
  Carol Service at Thorverton Church 5.00pm  followed by refreshments. All welcome 

Wed 21
st
  Carol Singing Around the Village, 7.00pm.  Meet at the Berry Dairy.  

 

 

JANUARY 2017 

Fri 5
th
   Thorverton Arts and Crafts Group (new term starts), Memorial Hall, from 10.00 am. 

 

FEBRUARY  
Fri 3

rd
   Soup & Pudding Evening, W I Hut.  Full details in January Focus.   

Sat 25
th
              Pudding Night 
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