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Editorial 
Nothing much changes in Thorverton.  Don’t you 

believe it.  I have been looking back through the last 

year’s editions of Focus (something which you can 

do online thanks to Rob Purvis, by visiting 

thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com) and was amazed at 

just how much change we have seen in a year.  A 

year ago we had Not the Village Shop still trading 

and no Berry Dairy Stores; work had not started on 

the Barton Meadows/Court Barton Close 

development, but now the houses are up to roof 

height; there have been significant changes at both 

the Exeter Inn and the Thorverton Arms; we have a 

new rector at the Parish Church; we have a new 

executive head teacher at the school; and new play 

and exercise equipment and a new wildlife garden at 

the Rec; we lost the beautiful tree at Fairoak; and I 

could go on with all of the events across the year too.  

All in all, rather a lot of change.  I am optimistic for 

the future of the village. 

 

Change has been a feature nationally and 

internationally too, although the changes there might 

not fill us with quite the confidence for the future as 

the changes in Thorverton.  Let us hope that 2017 

proves to be a better year on the international stage 

than many fear it might. 

 

As always though, it is down to people to drive 

change and to make it successful.  There are so many 

I could mention.  Just looking at the list of changes in 

my opening paragraph I am sure that you could pick 

out several names of those behind the changes.  But 

in this editorial I will confine myself to the Focus 

team without whom we would have no village 

magazine.  I am again indebted to our regular 

contributors who provide the backbone to Focus; to 

Fiona Harrison and Eileen Mason for compiling 

articles each month; to Peter Mason and Barrie 

Phillips for printing the magazine so reliably (even 

when the printing equipment has been a little 

temperamental); to Maggie Dunlop for keeping our 

advertising in order; to those who collate Focus on 

the last working day of the month (please let Fiona 

Harrison know if you would like to join this group); 

and to those who distribute copies.  It is quite a team 

effort. I am most grateful to all of you who have done 

such a good reliable job once again. 

 

Please keep items coming in to Focus.  Let us see if 

we can make it a village magazine that fully reflects 

all that is going on in the village and one that is the 

envy of other villages.  

 

I wish you all a very Happy New Year.   

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
From Heather Kershaw 

 

The Christmas Carol Service at our parish church has 

again been the highlight of our church year musically 

and we are always grateful to the ‘extras’ who come 

to join us for that. We have had some super extra 

singers this year and I know that the choir has really 

enjoyed having you on board. We have all enjoyed 

learning new music with a fair bit of challenge! We 

hope that you in the congregation enjoyed hearing 

our bits as well as joining in with many of your 

favourite carols too.  

 

The candlelit beginning, set the scene very 

effectively. Our readers presented the story clearly 

and confidently – well done - and Rev Katie’s 

thoughts about the Christmas cracker will certainly 

give us something to reflect on every time we pull 

one, as well as something to chuckle about whenever 

we think of the humble shepherds. It was lovely to 

welcome you for your first carol service with us 

Katie. 

 

The church looked great with a sparkling tree and 

lights and superb flower and greenery arrangements 

with a small touch of bling too!  

 

Thank you also to Tina and her team for serving 

yummy refreshments afterwards.  

 

For me, as well as being really delighted with the 

sound the choir made – phew!! – it was so good to 

see some our ex-younger choir members back again 

with their families, in the congregation. Some years 

they have been able to sing with us too. Nice to 

welcome you back and to see you enjoying your own 

reunion with each other. 

 

Well, won’t be long until next year!! Perhaps more of 

YOU out there would like to take part next time or 

help in some way with this lovely village event?  

 

 

 

From Graham Palmer of Northfields, Jericho Street 

 

May I, through Focus and on behalf of all my family 

locally, express our thanks to all friends and 

acquaintances for the overwhelming tributes we 

received following the death of my dear wife of 64 

years, Pamela Audrey, who died on Tuesday 8th 

November 2016 aged 90, after a long and chronic 

illness, which she bore with great fortitude. We all 

derived much comfort from all the thoughtful and 

understanding messages and were very supported by 

them. 

Also, we would like to thank Revd. Katie Cross for 

the most understanding and comforting words, the 

choir and organist for the beautiful music and the 

flower arrangers all making it such a memorable 

service for us, so full of love. 

  

From The Editor 

 
I knew it would happen.  I somehow managed to 

overlook publishing in December’s Focus one of the 

letters wishing people a Happy Christmas.  Humble 

apologies to Marjorie Maynard – and a second 

offence on my part because I omitted a letter which 

she had given me for a friend a in December 2015! 

 

Marjorie and Ken wanted to wish all of their friends 

and neighbours a very Happy Christmas and a 

Prosperous New Year, and to say that they were 

making a donation to the British Heart Foundation 

instead of sending cards. 

 

Sorry, Ken and Marjorie. 

 

Marjorie extracts revenge: 

 

For Sale 

 
Buffet B12 Crampon Student Clarinet 

 

In good condition 

Complete with reeds, tutor book and 2 

introductory lessons 

£125 
 

Contact Peter Mason 

860727
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee  Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year in retrospect 

 
The Hall had a busy year in 2016 including a number 

of very successful events.  The first of these was a 

wonderful dinner celebrating Burns Night in 

February. This was followed at Easter by a bingo 

evening which was thoroughly enjoyed by all 

present.  Then on a sunny day in July the annual 

village Fun Day provided a wide variety of family 

activities greatly enjoyed by all present.   

 

After this there was an event hiatus because of the 

work carried out in renovating the hall toilets. Thank 

you Foxford’s: they look so much better now. This 

was completed in good time for the Halloween 

family disco in October followed by the Craft Fair 

and the 007 Ball in November.  A good time and 

great fun was had by all at these events. The year was 

rounded off with the Christmas Bingo and the 

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony which was again 

a lovely village occasion with lots of people of all 

ages munching mince pies, drinking mulled wine and 

meeting Father Christmas.  

 

All in all this year’s events were very well supported, 

perhaps reflecting the new notice boards and the use 

of the hall’s much improved website plus social 

media.  

 

In addition to all these one-off events the Hall 

continued to host a number of regular weekly events 

such as the Art Group meetings and dance and yoga 

classes and, of course, the monthly Saturday Market 

and Big Breakfast.   

 

The Committee was sorry there was no TADS 

pantomime in 2016 but welcomed the increasing use 

of the hall facilities by Thorverton Primary School.  

The School erected a shed in the hall car park so that 

it can store its equipment for PE and other activities 

in the hall more conveniently. 

 

The Hall Committee is very grateful to everyone who 

so generously gave their help in organising and 

promoting this programme throughout the year. 

Thank you too to everyone who came to the Hall for 

whatever reason.  It is your Hall and we are so glad 

you used it. 

 

 

Proposals for 2017 

 

Pudding and Quiz Night (Saturday 25 February). 

   

A Mr. and Mrs. Show.  

 

The Easter Bingo.  

  

A Summer Ball.   

 

The Village Fun Day, and more in the autumn.  

 

Further details will be announced later in Focus and 

on the Hall publicity boards.  If you have any 

suggestions for other events in 2017 please tell any 

member of the Hall Committee.  

 

December Saturday Market Draw results 

 

1
st
. prize: a bottle of wine, Jim Pearn.  

 

2
nd

 prize: a box of Christmas crackers, Val Henson.   

 

3
rd

 prize:  a box of shortbread biscuits, Roger 

Fieldhouse. 

 

 4
th
 prize: a box of chocolates, Sue Vooght. 

 

 5
th
 prize: a box of assorted biscuits, Simon Etty. 

 

Memorial Hall Committee members 

 

Sarah Addicott (tel. 860818), Mike Baldwin 

(860853), Roseanne Benn (860768), Lisa Browning 

(860609), Roger Fieldhouse (860768), Jeff Grace 

(860489), John Hodge (860088), Clare Heaven-

Roberts (861399), Bob Hyde (860354), Colin 

Marshall (861228), Shirley Moore (860481), David 

Reygate (860332), Mike Shelton (861027). 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk   f. thorverton 

memorial hall 

 

 

 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 13/12/16. The latest meeting minutes  

can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane or on  

the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

10
th

 January 2016 at Thorverton Memorial Hall at 7.30pm  

and all are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Planning matters – to view planning documentation go to: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

Planning Applications received to the date of the meeting: 

 16/01828/CAT notification of intention to fell 1 Beech and 1 Pear tree and reduce 1 Oak tree by 2.5 - 

3m within the Conservation Area at Thorverton House, 7 Silver Street, Thorverton. The PC resolved to 

support this application.  

Planning decisions received to the date of the meeting:    

 16/00661/FULL Erection of replacement storage unit & office Dinneford Street, Thorverton. Granted. 

 16/01420/HOUSE Retention of conservatory at 16 Broadlands, Thorverton. Granted. 

 16/01456/FULL Erection of an agricultural storage building at Lee Cross Farm, Thorverton. Granted. 

 16/01449/FULL Formation of vehicular field access, Court Barton, Thorverton. Granted. 

 16/00878/FULL Variation of condition 2 of planning permission 14/00537/MFUL – changes to Plots 13 & 

14 -land at Silver Street, Thorverton. Granted. 

 16/01497/FULL Erection of a multi-purpose agricultural storage building Twinoaks Farm, Bickleigh. 

Granted. 

 16/01075/FULL Erection of a dwelling rear of The Old Bakery, Jericho St, Thorverton. Refused.   

Parish Priorities 

Thank you to the 25 residents who completed and returned the Parish Priorities questionnaire which gave all 

residents the opportunity to have their say on what they felt were the priorities for the village going forward. 

Feedback included requests for 20mph speed limits in the village, an extended bus service, more car parking, 

village clean-up days and a pavement to the cricket field. The PC resolved to look into the speed limits as a priority 

and will take the other areas forward in due course.                     

Grant Giving Policy 

The PC are delighted to have received Grant Funding Applications from the Citizens Advice and the Ring and Ride 

Scheme and resolved to grant each organisation £200.00  If you know of a local organisation in need of funding 

you can find the simple application form on-line at www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org     

Village Handyman 

After overseeing the installation and decoration of the PC’s Christmas tree on the Jubilee Green Colin will be back 

to clearing the leats and drains of leaves and debris around the village and cutting back the banks in the Quarry Car 

Park over the next few weeks. If you know of anywhere in the parish needing the Handyman’s attention please get 

in touch. Dark Lane – The PC is looking into repairing the cracked wall along Dark Lane, which DCC have 

confirmed is not dangerous, and are investigating the ownership of the wall. If you can help please get in touch.     

Reporting issues to MDDC or DCC Highways direct 

Please contact MDDC or DCC Highways direct if you discover, for example, a street light not working, a pot hole 

needing to be filled, planning permission being breached or a hedge overhanging the highway as many of these 

matters are beyond the remit of the PC. DCC Highways tel: 0345 155 1015  MDDC tel: 01884 255255 or go on-

line. 

Christmas tree light donations 

The PC wish to thank resident Felicity Cashmore and her sister, and past resident, Elizabeth Groves (nee 

Grantham) for their donations towards the Jubilee Green Christmas tree lights which has made it extra sparkly this 

year! 

Alison Marshall – Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council 

https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org/
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Notice Board  

THORVERTON CHURCH 
CHOIR     ♫ 
If you like singing and choral music and would 

like to be a valued member of our community’s 

church choir regularly supporting church 

services, then this could be for you. There are no 

auditions! We’d just welcome your time, 

enthusiasm and commitment for a few hours per 

month.  

We sing a wide range of music at ‘all-age’ and 

more traditional services throughout the year. 

If you enjoyed hearing us at the CAROL 

SERVICE you know that it’s good fun.                  

Why not come and give it a try yourself? 

 

Thursday Practices at Thorverton 

 7.45 – 9.00pm Jan 12th    Jan 26th   Feb 2nd    

Sunday Services with Choir  

Jan 15th    Family Service 9.30 for 10.00 

Jan 29th    Mission Community Service at Stoke 

Canon  JOINT CHOIRS 11.00 

Feb 5th    Communion Service 9.30 
 

CONTACT :  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419   

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 

 

The Leonard Trust Tent 
 

The older among you will no doubt remember an 

equally old servant, better known as “The 

Leonard Trust Tent”.  Originally purchased by 

the Trust in 1979 for the then Exe Valley Scout 

Group, upon whose demise it was brought back 

for such events as the Country Show, Donkey 

Derby etc. 

 

Diminished hirings, and a solitary enquiry, have 

led the Trust to offer it for sale, and for which 

bids are invited by January 31
st
, 2017. 

 

Perhaps influencing your means of transport, it 

extends to a maximum size of 42 x 14 feet in 4 

heavy-duty canvas sections.  There are 

additionally 3 sacks of equally-heavy tubular 

poles and brackets, together with 2 further sacks 

of wooden tent pegs and mallets. 

 

Please be aware of storage requirement and 

suitable transport. 

 

Jeff Grace (pp The Leonard Trust) Tel: 01392 

860489 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

We shall be holding our monthly   
  

Coffee Morning 

(or tea if you prefer!) 
  

on Friday 6th January 

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
  

A warm welcome to all 
 
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request?  If 
you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday 
between 10.00 and 12 noon when I will be 
happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 
 

 

 

Lambing Day 

 
visit Ratcliffe Farm and see the baby 

lambs,  
 

 March 18th 10am to 6pm  

 
Donations to charity. 

 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 
 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  
 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571.   

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 

 

Soup and Pudding Evening 
 

Friday February 3
rd

 

 

at the WI Hut 

 

Doors open 6.30pm for 7pm start 

 

Tickets £5   

available from any WI member or contact 

Sylv Gregory on 860173 
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GARDENING VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
 

Could you help keep the flower beds of 
JUBILEE GREEN, in the centre of 

Thorverton village, 
neat and tidy for all to enjoy? 

 
If you like gardening, have some spare 
time, or just want to keep fit why not 

volunteer? 
 

For more information please contact  
Alison Marshall, Thorverton Parish 

Council, 01392 861228 or 
thorvertonpc@gmail.com 
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£630 RAISED FOR THE EXETER HOSPICE 

 

I would like to say a very big thank you to everyone who supported our  plant sale outside our house, by either 

purchasing or donating plants. The sale raised £630.00  for the Exeter Hospice. Thank You Very Much  –  Hilary 

Dovell. 
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Church Services and News  

 

JANUARY 2017 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 1 January Christmas 2 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company followed by   

 Holy Communion  [C] Rewe SS  

 

 

Sunday 8 January Epiphany  

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham KC 

09:30 am Open Church   Thorverton      

10:00 am Service of the Word    Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne KC 

 

 

 

Sunday 15 January Epiphany 2  

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   KC 

09:30 am  Open Church followed by   Thorverton  

10:00 am  Family Service   Thorverton Lay Led  
   Joint with Baptist Church 

10:00 am  Holy Communion [C] Cadbury KC 

10:00 am  Service of the Word  Poltimore  LF 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  KC 

 

 

 

Sunday 22 January Epiphany 3   

09:30 am Sunday Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres  SS 

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am  Messy Church   Stoke Canon  Lay Led 

10:00 am  Service of the Word  Upton Pyne  Lay Led 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe KC 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer [BCP]   Thorverton  LF 

05:30 pm Evening Prayer      [BCP] Huxham KC  

 

 

  

 

Sunday 29 January Epiphany 4 Mission Community Service  

 

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  KC 

Followed by “Bring & Share” Lunch 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  
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Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 

Variations: No services Monday 2 January  

 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

Parish Letter 
Fruit for Thought.  

I wonder what you think of when I say; now is the 

time to think about fruit. 

 

Perhaps if you are a keen gardener you are thinking 

about pruning the fruit trees on a milder day or giving 

those bushes an extra dose of mulch. If you are a 

cook you may think of winter warmers with the 

stored cookers from the garden. If you are shopper 

you may well have noticed the prices creeping up in 

the weekly shop of your favourite satsumas or plums.  

 

 

The bible has much to say about fruit, both in actual 

terms and allegorical. Jesus talked about the vines 

and the fruit often, the Old Testament writers used 

fruit to replace body parts and Paul spoke of our lives 

being fruitful. 

 

Over this coming year, each of the churches in our 

Netherexe parishes will be looking at different 

characteristics of Christian qualities that St Paul, in 

his letter to the Galatians, describes as fruit. 

He describes a new way of living for the believers, 

not one that is solely defined by the Jewish law but 

one that is inspired by God’s Holy Spirit. The words 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org


Focus on Thorverton 11 Vol. 48 No 1 January 2017 

 

he uses may be familiar to you: The fruit of the Spirit 

is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

 

So, each month we will take a new ‘fruit’ and use it 

as a thread running through our services, helping us 

to consider how we can be more ‘loving’, ‘joyful’, 

‘kind’ etc. 

 

We will think about the ways in which we need 

pruning so enable fresh growth in our lives, giving us 

a dose of nourishment as we travel together. To put it 

a different way, we can look at the recipes, the make-

up of our lives and see if perhaps we need to adjust 

with new flavours or replace unhealthy ingredients. 

The services that we offer will still be the same, they 

will just have a particular flavour running through 

them.  

 

Alongside looking at ourselves, we will also be 

thinking about the ways in which our communities 

can express these characteristics too. Importantly, we 

will be doing this together, at the same pace, as 

churches, individuals and as a mission community.  

So perhaps as you enter this New Year, you would 

like to join us as we journey together, thinking about 

how our lives can become more fruitful, learning 

what God is wanting to teach us. How through this 

we can be more like Jesus in our communities and 

allow God’s Spirit to shape us through the coming 

months and years. 

Rev Katie Cross 
                               

 
 
 

Baptist Church  
 

Comings and goings... 

 

My wife Fiona's sister died a few weeks ago at the 

relatively young age of 76.  She had been diagnosed 

with cancer some 15 months previously.  Cancer, the 

scourge of our age.  Who among us has not lost a 

friend or family member to the claws of the crab?  I 

sometimes feel that the grief of siblings is not given 

its full recognition.  We can all feel the tremendous 

sense of loss for a spouse, a child, grandchild and so 

on.  But the brother or sister may feel the pain the 

most of all. 

 

It is true that a marital relationship may last many 

years (57 in the case of my sister-in-law) and run 

very deep, but a sibling has known the one who is no 

longer with us for a much greater period of time and 

in the most varied of circumstances.  So let us 

remember the pain and grief of brothers and sisters 

on such occasions. 

 

But with the goings there are comings.  The very 

morning of the funeral we received a call from our 

daughter in London.  "Mum," she said, "I'm cradling 

a little baby in my arms."  That was a coming indeed. 

We had spoken to our daughter the evening before 

and nothing was happening. Then, unbeknown to us, 

she had been admitted to hospital at 6 am and three 

hours or so later little Billie Louise had made an 

appearance, a seventh grandchild for us.  "In the 

midst of life we are in death."  "In the midst of death 

we are in life." 

 

Comings and goings.  Over the last few weeks we 

have been celebrating the coming into the world of 

the Christ Child and praying the Advent collect: 

"Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away 

the works of darkness and put upon us the armour of 

light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy 

Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility."  

That was a unique coming.  Some thirty years later 

there was to be a unique going as the One who began 

his life in a manger ended it on a cross.  The Man 

Who Was Born To Die did in fact suffer death in a 

great act of sacrifice for our sins. 

 

And now in this time of comings and goings, the old 

year has gone and a new one has come.  What should 

our resolution be as we stand at the gateway of the 

New Year? 

 
"Put your hand into the hand of God.  That shall be to 

you better than light and safer than a known way." 

 

                                                        Maurice Harrison 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society  
 Ancient Bench Ends – Dr Todd Gray  

Photo by Robin Blythe-Lord 

 

Todd started the evening by telling us of his 

association with Thorverton. The late Professor Joyce 

Youings lived in the village and was chair of our 

society for many years and she supervised his PhD. 

He has also worked on projects with another 

Thorverton lad, Professor Mark Stoyle. 

 

Todd has recently completed a project on medieval 

carvings on West Country bench ends for the 

Pilgrims Trust. This is an English Heritage 

publication and is regarded as the definitive guide, 

running to 250,000 words and covers 6 counties in 

the South West. In undertaking his research he 

compared the styles of bench ends in S.W. churches 

with those in the Midlands and others in Suffolk and 

Norfolk. 

 

Finials in the South West are rare but far more 

common in other parts of the country – and in the 

Midlands they may be constructed using up to 7 

pieces of wood. Carvings in the South East can be 

very elaborate but their design is open to 

interpretation.  

 

Seats in churches were prescribed and disputes could 

and did arise if another sat in your seat.   

From 1200 – 1450 furniture in churches was very 

moveable with forms and stools being used. In the 

period 1450 – 1600 the furniture changed to fixed 

benches with backrests. By the period 1600 – 1820 

high seats and box pews were in use, the latter were 

also known as sleeping boxes as the sides were too 

high for anyone to observe the occupiers. Box pews 

were done away with by the Victorians as they 

wanted uniformity so benches and chairs became the 

norm from 

1820 and by 

1970 

upholstered 

seats were 

introduced.   

 

Bench ends 

then became 

something of a 

mix of 

medieval and 

Victorian 

work within 

the same 

panel. 

Segregation 

was the norm 

for the seating 

and women 

were often sat 

apart from the 

men – 

frequently on 

the colder 

north side of 

the church. 

Seating at the 

front was for 

those of the 

higher social order as they paid most of the parish 

rate. One document showed that “vulgar people” 

would be sat at the back of the church. 

The bench end designs in Devon can be described as 

Renaissance or Gothic. There is no evidence of 

foreign craftsmen doing the work although some 

work in Cornwall was done by Bretons. In North 

Devon there is much evidence of Renaissance 

designs with carved borders and frequently a shield 

within the tracery. Panels from the late 1500’s in 

Bideford are variants on a single design. In Budleigh 

church there is a design of a “leaf head” but far more 
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of these appear in North Devon and are variants of 

the “Green Man”. 

 

Sandford church has interesting carvings which are 

described as Aztec but these were typical 

Renaissance designs from the 1580’s. Carvings often 

show couples about to kiss. These are often 

uncomplimentary and thought to be of local people. 

Figures of dolphins, mermaids or sea creatures are 

common as are initials or marks of those who could 

not sign their names. Repeat designs of flowers, fruit 

or faces are used but all slightly different. Animals 

frequently appear in the carvings. There are 

monsters, fallen angels and hideous heads along with 

one carving of a monkey holding a phial containing 

urine – this was to ridicule the medical profession 

who thought illness could be recognized in urine.   

Dragons, horse riders and angels with bat wings 

appear and these are original designs that pre date 

pattern books that appeared in the 1500’s. 

Thorverton Bench Ends here and above photos by 

Robin Blythe-Lord 

 

 

In North Devon there are many carvings showing the 

crucifixion, Roman soldiers with their spears or 

swords and Judas with his bag of coins. Devon has 

much village art showing men with forks or other 

working tools. Thorverton has Gothic tracery, plain 

borders, shields and heraldry along with agricultural 

instruments.  The timber used was oak and although 

there is no evidence they were painted, it is very 

possible they were. The problem for many Devon 

bench ends now is damp which is ageing the panels 

so go and look at your church bench ends now, while 

you still have the chance. 

 

Robert Turner       

 

Legal Eagle 
 

The name Judge Rinder will, I feel, be familiar to 

many as a result of his exploits on Strictly Come 

Dancing 2016 and his daily television programme. 

Prior to seeing the Judge in his Strictly persona I had 

not watched his television programme but felt 

intrigued. 

 

The Judge hears disputes, 2 per programme, and 

decides the issue between the parties. The 

programme is very similar in format to the American 

Judge Judy. The judge examines the evidence, asks 

questions of the parties and reaches a decision. The 

hearing is not in any way representative of a legal 

action brought before a judge where the parties are 

legally represented, where evidence is given, and 

witnesses are cross examined. 

 

I watched a thirty minute segment of the programme 

on the 29
th
 November 2016. The dispute was between 

a man, whose name I have forgotten but who, for the 

sake of this article, we shall call Kevin, and a 

woman, Vicky. The parties had been living together 

for a number of years and had children. Vicky wished 

to become a ‘Glamour Model’ and in order to do so 

decided that she needed to undergo certain cosmetic 

procedures at a cost of £6,000. Unfortunately Vicky 

did not have the required £6,000, and Kevin, 

somewhat reluctantly, agreed to let her have the 

money in return for her promise to repay him at some 

future date. However, both parties admitted to the 

Judge that neither had any expectation that the money 

would be repaid. 

 

Despite this lack of expectation, Vicky subsequently 

entered into a written agreement to repay the money 

at the rate of £200 per month. The money was never 

repaid and Vicky admitted that she never had any 

intention of repaying it and Kevin admitted that 

despite Vicky having agreed in writing to do so, he 
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never expected the money to be repaid. The parties 

separated, Vicky claiming that the situation had 

become stressful as she and Kevin were constantly 

arguing over money matters. 

 

Kevin brought a claim for the recovery of the £6,000. 

The Judge found in favour of Kevin and ordered 

Vicky to repay the whole of the £6,000. The Judge 

based his decision entirely on the written agreement 

by Vicky to repay the monies at the rate of £200 per 

month. 

 

The judge claimed during the programme that, “he is 

always right”. Was he right on this occasion? I have 

considerable doubt, as what the Judge failed to do 

was to examine the legal principles relevant to the 

situation. 

 

This was a domestic agreement and as such there is a 

presumption against the parties intending to be 

legally bound. That being so, Kevin would need to 

adduce evidence sufficient to rebut the presumption. 

At first sight this would appear to be the agreement 

signed by Vicky in which she agreed to repay the 

sum at the rate of £200 per month. However, both 

parties agreed that despite the promise, neither of 

them expected the money to be repaid. 

 

The Judge said that he was “looking at a legally 

binding contract” but this seems open to doubt. On 

the one hand you have the written agreement signed 

by Vicky, but this appears to have been regarded by 

both parties as something of a fiction. 

 

The Judge did not make any reference to the 

presumption against the parties intending to be 

legally bound, and the need for Kevin to adduce 

evidence sufficient to rebut the presumption. He 

appeared to base his decision solely on the written 

agreement and in my view the written agreement is 

only relevant as evidence of intention. Against this 

you have the parties stating not once, but twice, that 

in Kevin’s case he never expected Vicky to repay the 

money, and in Vicky’s case that she never intended 

to repay the money. 

 

In my view there was insufficient evidence to rebut 

the presumption and Vicky should not have been 

ordered to repay the money. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 
 

Local Plan Review  

Mid-Devon District Council on 1
st
 December 2016 

approved the Local Plan Review for public 

consultation on the proposed changes to the plan. The 

Local Plan will deliver new homes, jobs, schools, 

vital transport infrastructure including improved 

motorway access and important strategic 

environmental enhancement schemes such as flood 

alleviation projects. It provides protection for our 

local green spaces, historic environment and 

landscapes. 

Councillor Richard Chesterton, Cabinet Member for 

Planning & Economic Development, said “The new 

Local Plan provides a fantastic opportunity to deliver 

sustainable development that reflects the vision and 

aspirations of our District. This will include over 

2,000 affordable homes, fundamental improvements 

to junction 28 of the M5 motorway, a new railway 

station and town centre relief road at Cullompton and 

enhanced community facilities. This latest 

consultation looks at the changes to the Plan which 

have been made in response to comments previously 

raised by the public and other organisations”. 

Consultation will be held between 3
rd

 January and 

14
th
 February 2017 with details to be published 

shortly. Following consultation, responses will be 

reviewed by the Council before the Local Plan is sent 

to an Independent Planning Inspector who will 

examine the Local Plan and all comments received 

https://www.middevonnewscentre.info/local-plan-

review-approved-for-public-consultation/ 

 

Smartwater  
 

Our PCSO Goodier tells us that Smartwater is an 

invisible marker, only visible under special light, 

which the Police are promoting to rural villages in 

the hope that residents will purchase a marker to 

mark property - ideal for shed and home contents 

- to prevent theft and so that when stolen property is 

recovered the Police can trace marked property back 

to its owner. 

 

Each marker is unique and acts like DNA and so each 

piece of marked property can be traced back to the 

owner of the marker. These markers cost £29 but can 

be purchased from the Police for £10 each after 

discount. 

 

 

https://www.middevonnewscentre.info/local-plan-review-approved-for-public-consultation/
https://www.middevonnewscentre.info/local-plan-review-approved-for-public-consultation/
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Poetry 
A Poem of Thanks for the Four Seasons 

 

When daffodils nod golden heads, 

And violets peep from leafy beds, 

When birds are busy in the trees 

And earth’s swept clean away by gentle breeze; 

When in woods green buds are breaking 

And all around new life is waking, 

To God a prayer of thanks we bring 

For this lovely gift of Spring. 

 

When roses bloom in gardens fair 

And honeysuckle scents the air, 

When butterflies fan brilliant wing 

And fledglings learn to soar and sing; 

When pollen laden bees buzz nigh 

And sea reflects the azure sky; 

To God give thanks in song and rhyme, 

For giving us sweet Summer time. 

 

When apples in the orchards blush 

And on the rowan feeds the thrush, 

When ripened rosehips flame the briar 

And trees together do conspire, 

To beautify in gold and red, 

And “Harvest Home” secures our bread, 

To God we lift our voice in praise, 

For these mellow Autumn days. 

 

When frost suspends with icy hand, 

And flowers sleep throughout the land, 

When boughs and twigs are crystal cased 

And weeds and fronds bejewelled and laced; 

When pristine snow cloaks starlit view, 

And all the world looks bright and new, 

To God we “Carol” loud and clear; 

For Winter’s balm and Christmas cheer. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Rainfall Record 
November 2016 was the wettest month in Thorverton 

for exactly two years, with Gus Christianson 

recording 136 mm of rainfall. Strangely it started 

with 8 days which between them saw just 1 mm of 

rain and the last 7 had not a drop recorded.  But in 

between there were several very wet days, including 

more than 30 mm (that is over an inch on each of 

these days) on 20th and 22nd November. 

 
 
 
 

Co-operative Trust Ltd     

 supporting   Thorverton Post Office        Jan 2017 
  

The TCT Ltd AGM took place on Mon Dec 5
th
. 

Thank you to those who came to hear about the past 

business year of our post office and the TCT Ltd 

community-run newsagent/stationers shop. 

 

There was good discussion about how things are 

going and about how we can support our post office 

in the future. We need as many of you to be members 

as possible so if you haven’t joined TCT yet or you 

haven’t yet renewed your membership for this 

financial year (June –May for us) £10 pp per annum, 

please contact me ASAP or ask for a form in the post 

office. Your subscription and support do make a 

difference. 

 

It’s been great to have so many customers over the 

Christmas period and we have sold a lot of charity 

cards and much gift wrap, labels, sellotape, Blu Tak, 

useful Christmas things, as well as postage and 

packing materials. And of course the post office side 

has done very well too. But please remember that we 

need support all the year round in order to survive. 

 

Please keep shopping locally. 

 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd 

Chair and Company Secretary 

Jan Hamilton               07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 

 

Recipes 
Brussels sprouts – ‘with a twist’ 

Local sprouts and broccoli are good when cooked 

until just tender, then drained, (cut any large sprouts 

in half)and finished by ‘sautéing’ [quickly frying] in 

Devonshire butter, 

  

25g (1oz) for 450g (1lb) veg, until lightly coloured.  

Season with freshly ground black pepper.  

Sprinkle with a little grated local Cheddar and brown 

under the grill. 

 

Pancakes 

Add variety to your pancake batter by using 

wholemeal flour in place of white, and adding grated 

apple, about 50g (2oz) to 100g (40z) flour.  

 

Serve the pancakes with a Devonshire apple sauce 

made by cooking peeled, cored, and sliced apples 

with brown sugar and a little lemon juice, until soft.  

Devonshire clotted cream goes well with these! 

 

Paul Cleeve 
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Thorverton Cycle Rides:  No. 1 – to Sweetham, Newton St Cyres  

 

Avid readers of Focus may have noticed that in 2015/6 I produced a series of articles describing walks in and 

around Thorverton.  This next series will be of cycle rides.  Nothing too demanding - just the sort of cycle ride that 

you could do in an hour or two, preferably with some sort of point of interest about it.  I would be very pleased to 

receive articles from any readers who would like to contribute to this series. 

 

I will start with a ride to Sweetham, home of Newton St Cyres Station and the Beer Engine pub and brewery.  With 

all of these cycle rides, while I will try to avoid main roads, all roads can be dangerous, so do take care and please 

do not try to read my instructions while on your bike!  Ed 

 

From outside the Thorverton Arms, cycle up Bullen Street and as the road swings left take the right turn signposted 

to Raddon, to pass the Recreation Ground.  Carry along the road through Raddon, turning left at the T-junction just 

before Ratcliffe Farm.  Continue past Poole Farm and uphill, then down for almost a mile before reaching a right 

turn at Rixaford Cross. 

 

Turn right here (if you reach the junction at No 

Man’s Chapel 20 yards further on you have missed 

the turn) and carry on to Shute Cross.  This road is 

a delightful one to cycle along; keep your eyes 

open for hares and perhaps even deer. I have seen 

more hares in the fields beside this road than 

anywhere. 

 

At Shute 

Cross carry 

straight on 

for about 

400 yards.  

At the top 

of the slope 

there is a 

left turn (but don’t worry if you miss it because the next turn takes you to the 

same place).  Take this turning to pass Churchills before taking another left 

turn at the T-junction at the end of the road, and then carry on this road, 

bending right at Nortons and left as you approach Sweetham.   

 

The garden at Newton St Cyres Station is well worth a visit.  It is very well 

kept and there are benches.  I can also recommend a visit to the Beer Engine 

pub just across the road.  This pub appears regularly in the CAMRA guide, 

and for good reason. 

 

Refreshed, retrace your tracks to Nortons Cross, but 

this time take the road to the right at that junction.  

This goes past Winscott Barton and Cottages, before 

meeting a more significant road.  One of the 

cottages used to have a wonderful array of old signs 

in its garden, although I saw less evidence of these 

when I cycled that way in November.   Turn left at 

the T-junction and then first right at Jackmoor 

Cross.  After about 400 yards take the left fork up 

Bramble Lane, probably with pigs in the field beside 

the road, to meet the Thorverton-Upton Pyne road at 

Starved Oak.  Turn left here and stay on this road to 

return to Thorverton. 

 

Neville Lane 
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TAG Christmas Lunch 
Members and Guests at Thorverton Arts and Crafts Group Christmas Lunch at the Thorverton Arms on Friday 2nd 

December – photo Charli Stoneman. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of Andrew Willetts, winner of the John Allen Cup 2016 – photo Barrie Phillips. 
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Nature Notes  
For the time being the mild weather continues and 

this encourages prolonged flowering of autumn 

plants and growth of buds due to erupt in spring. A 

blip of cold weather at November end and beginning 

of December produced a winter wonderland of white 

hoar frost on the morning of 2
nd

 December. You will 

read below that grey squirrels are still very active in 

our garden. 

 

Not So Local News 

It was a treat to see a variety of flowers and animals 

during the Tarts walk around Simonsbath, Exmoor on 

26
th
 November. A few clumps of flowering primrose 

were spotted along the roadside. Some dandelions 

and buttercups provided splashes of bright yellow but 

there was also a lot of golden gorse to supply nectar 

for any hardy insects. The odd cinquefoil, bell 

heather and devil’s bit scabious clung on due to the 

mild weather. Long-tailed tits, robins and stonechats 

flitted among the moorland vegetation. Four 

goosanders with some mallards were on the river 

Barle. A grazing herd of red deer could be seen on 

the opposite side of the river valley. Jelly antler 

fungus and stinkhorn together with many other 

species of fungi were seen in the wooded sections of 

the walk. 

 

My nephew Jack was removing ivy from a garden at 

Neopardy when a wren’s nest was dislodged and fell 

to the ground. To Jack’s surprise, inside the nest was 

a very sluggish treecreeper. The treecreeper had 

passed away by the next day. I’m sure the bird would 

not have been affected by the fall for both nest and 

bird are as light as a feather so to speak. More than 

likely it may have struggled to live through the cold 

snap at the end of November for cold weather is the 

main cause of bird deaths.   

 

Local News                     
I was surprised to see primroses flowering on 

Exmoor in November but soon discovered there were 

also some much closer to home, found at the top of 

the hill above Fordy Bridge on 29
th
 November. The 

same afternoon I spotted one of the local buzzards on 

top of a telegraph pole in the field next to our house. 

A buzzard is often seen resting on this lookout post, 

it is its patch. On your travels you may see buzzards 

perched in trees or on poles. Make a note of this 

place because it is likely the bird will be there again 

next time you pass by. Returning to ‘my’ buzzard, 

well it had gone. I took a more detailed look out of 

the window and spotted a big clump of brown 

feathers on the ground against the hedge. Up rose 

buzzard carrying a vole in its beak! 

 

Last month I mentioned that grey squirrels may be 

the suspects for bark clearly stripped off honeysuckle 

vines in our garden. I strapped my trail camera to a 

tree trunk and aimed the camera towards one of the 

stripped vines, leaving it running over the course of 

several days and nights. The result was the squirrels 

were clearly the culprits and also partial to an apple! 

 

Also last month I said I hoped there would be no 

mention of beetles for a while but what should appear 

in my moth trap on the night of 9
th
 December apart 

from the obvious moths (of which I had 14), a 

common black diving beetle Agabus bipustulatus. I 

carried it to our pond where it did a little pirouette on 

top of the water surface before diving out of sight. 

 

A-Z Bats 

Around Thorverton you may encounter pipistrelle, 

Daubenton’s and brown long-eared bats. An ideal 

place and time to see Daubenton’s bats is below the 

river bridge, hunting for food during summer nights. 

Experts have confirmed the identity of brown long-

eared bats that roost somewhere here in the village. 

You will be able to borrow bat detectors from the 

Devon Wildlife Group (DWG) from around April 
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time onwards and use them on your patch to record 

bat activity. The DWG will be able to download your 

data from the bat detector and identify which bat 

species you have recorded.  

 

Last Words 

The grey squirrel population in our garden seems to 

be the same as last year. Three adults visit our bird 

feeders near the house and two or three youngsters by 

day are found in the tree canopy at the bottom of the 

garden. The youngsters appear to still be feeding on 

field maple seeds. This year the squirrels have used a 

crow’s nest in an oak tree as a platform to build a 

new drey. There are at least two dreys, both with an 

outer covering of oak leaves. I wonder how many 

squirrels sleep in a drey?  

 

Happy New Year.                 

                                                                 

 

Jenny Garne 01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

The Garden in January 2017 
 

                   

Dank, bleak and cold, the winter garden can appear 

uninviting. However, a well-planned garden does not 

need to be without winter interest and indeed some of 

our most fragrant perfumes and delicate blossom 

come from winter flowering shrubs and trees. If you 

are thinking of adding some winter interest to your 

garden for the future, here are a few suggestions to 

whet your appetite. 

 

Sarcocca x confusa must rate highly as one of the 

strongest perfumes of the winter. A small to medium 

evergreen shrub with glossy dark leaves, it has its 

moment of glory in the depth of winter when modest 

white flowers emit a strong honey like scent. This 

plant enjoys semi shade in a moist but well drained 

soil and does well in a woodland garden. It does 

tolerate sun as long as the soil does not dry out too 

much. Another variety is Sarcococca hookeriana 

‘Purple Stem’. The leaves grow from purple shoots. 

 

A highly fragrant winter shrub is Viburnum farreri. 

This shrub produces white or pale pink flowers which 

appear on the bare branches from late autumn and 

winter. The leaves emerge first bronze-green, then 

darken as the seasons progress. A very good shrub 

for mixed planting. It likes moist but well drained 

soil, sun or semi shade. Another perfumed Viburnum 

is Viburnum x bodnatense ‘Dawn’ with slightly 

larger, darker pink flowers 

 

Two more fragrant shrubs that are very suitable for a 

mixed border are Lonicera fragrantissima and 

Mahonia x media ‘Charity’. Lonicera fragrantissima 

produces creamy, fragrant flowers on bare branches 

and will tolerate sun or semi shade. The Mahonia has 

beautiful arching yellow flower spikes which are 

highly scented from late autumn through early 

winter. These then produce shiny blue black berries. 

You might not realize but these berries make a very 

tatsy thick jam which is an excellent accompaniment 

to meat, cheese and fruit cake. You will however 

have an irate black bird who considers every berry 

his by right so I advise you to leave some on the 

shrub!! 

 

Not all winter colour has to be on the large size. 

Some plants are very suitable for the small garden 

and will give a lovely, colourful display. Cyclamen 

coum is a tuberous perennial with dark green leaves, 

with a beautiful sheen across the whole leaf. It 

produces dark pink flowers from winter through to 

spring. It tolerates sun and partial shade and prefers 

humus rich, slightly gritty soil. Add leaf mould to the 

soil and make sure the tubers are in a well-drained 

area. Hellebores must be some of winter’s most 

amazing flowering plants. These perennial plants 

come in many different colours and produce thick 

clumps of leathery leaves which stay green 

throughout the winter. The saucer shaped  flowers 

appear out of the clump on an upright stem. These 

plants prefer semi shade and will tolerate neutral to 

alkaline soil. Very suitable in semi woodland but 

equally happy to be part of the perennial border.  

 

There are two things to remember with these plants; 

one, is that some will die back and disappear for the 

summer season and then regrow. So think about 

suitable companion planting and remember where 

they are planted; and secondly, the slugs are quite 

partial to them so some protection might be 

necessary, otherwise they lose their vigour. 

 

Not all winter interest plants have flowers or a scent 

but are still very effective in a winter display. These 

are plants which produce colourful stems such as 

Salix and Cornus. They are plants which can go near 

the back of a border and act as a green screen in the 

summer; and when the herbacious plants have died 

back for winter their colourful stems provide an 

interesting winter display. It is best to go for the 

brightest colour. Here are some good ones: Cornus 

alba ‘Sibirica’, red; Salix alba’Vitellina’, yellow; and 

Cornus alba’Westonbirt’, red . The trick with these 

plants is to cut them back to a main frame each year 

so that the new growth will give you the colour for 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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the next season. An unusual plant with interesting 

winter silver stems is Rubus cockburnianus but plant 

with care as it has arching prickly stems. Prune out 

old stems and leave young single stems for the next 

season. 

 

There are of course many shrubs which have berries 

for winter interest but a word of warning is that you 

check you have the right sex, as many of these have 

berries only on female plants but might need a male 

plant neaby. If in doubt, check at your garden centre. 

Well, Neville, if you are thinking of planting this 

year for some winter interest, these plants might be of 

use to you. Don’t forget that for a good part of the 

year they need to blend in with the rest of the garden. 

If you want to enjoy a winter perfume, plant 

somewhere you will walk past to smell it, it’s no 

good at the far end of the garden!! (Thanks for the 

tip, but our garden doesn’t exactly have a “far end”  

as it just circles the house – Ed) 

 

Happy Gardening and planning for your future winter 

garden. 

                                          Lorraine 

                  
    Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

 

 TARTS news 
 

 

 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

Recent walks: 

Saturday November 26 

After the heavy rain earlier in the week 5 TARTS 

were delighted to be able to get out in dry weather to 

Exmoor. Sadly our regular 4 legged companion 

Scrumpy was not able to join us having had an 

operation the previous day.  

Hazel lead us on a walk from Simonsbath. We started 

our walk along the valley of the River Barle. We had 

done this section in the opposite direction on a 

previous walk but it is amazing how different an area 

can look in the opposite direction and in a different 

season. There were a few muddy sections after all the 

rain but far less than we anticipated. As well as great 

views there was much nature to take in, which Jenny 

may cover in her nature notes contribution to Focus. 

We passed the remains of the Wheel Eliza mine. 

Developed in the nineteenth century to mine copper 

but only iron ore was found and mining ceased after 

less than a decade. 

The riverside walk continued by following under 

Cow Castle, a large hill in the middle of the valley 

floor where the tributary of White Water joins. This 

castle, similar to Cadbury, has an impressive Iron 

Age ditch and rampart around its summit. Another 

much smaller rocky hillock, appropriately known as 

the Calf, is nearby. 

We then had a steady climb, good for the heart, to 

reach the ridge and commence the walk back to 

Simonsbath. Having approached Simonsbach from 

this direction on our previous walk along the river 

valley, it was great to get different views from along 

the ridge. We stopped for lunch overlooking Cow 

Castle. The different images we had of the castle as 

the clouds and sun drifted over it were dramatic. We 

could also see numerous deer on the opposite side of 

the valley. 

(Hazel and Ed. Some of the description taken from 

“Exploring Exmoor” by Brian Atkin) 

 

Saturday 10
th
 December 

As is our custom on the day of our Christmas meal 

we had a short local walk, this time at Killerton. 

There were 8 Tarts plus Scrumpy and the walk was 

only around 4 miles. There had been a question mark 

over the weather earlier in the morning but in fact it 

remained dry for the duration of the walk. To begin 

with we followed the same route that the runners had 

taken earlier in the day (far too energetic for me!) and 

walked up past the chapel and into the park, heading 

for The Clump. Legend has it that a dragon protects 

buried treasure at the clump, and also at Cadbury 
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Castle, flying in between the two, but of course no 

one had ever seen it as it's always at the other 

location. We tried to coax it with some mulled wine 

and warm mince pies (thank to Jane's clever use of a 

cool bag and hot water bottle!) but it wasn't to be 

tempted so we had to consume it ourselves. 

On the way back to the cars we stopped at the chapel 

to view the Christmas trees that had been decorated 

by local schools and children's groups, and then onto 

the shop for the opportunity to get some last minute 

gifts. 

In the evening there were 23 of us for our Christmas 

meal at the Thorverton Arms, it was lovely to spend 

the evening with so many people, particularly 

partners of Tarts that don't get to come on the walks.  

 

Future walks: 

Saturday 7
th
 January 2017 – led by Caroline  

Saturday 21
st
 January – led by Nick and Judy, a walk 

from Dulverton. 

Saturday 4
th
 February – led by Mike – a walk of 

around 5 miles taking in the Wellington monument 

Saturday 18
th
 February – led by Jenny 

Saturday 4
th
 March – leg by Royston 

Saturday 18
th
 March – led by Graeme 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 

09.30, and are suitable for dogs unless 

otherwise stated. Shorter walks are 

usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details 

of each walk (length, gradient, lunch 

information etc) will be displayed 

approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the 

village notice board. If you would like to 

be included on the email list contact 

Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 

 

 

opposite 

TARTS at Killerton 

Photo by Caroline Prince 
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TARTS walk in Barle Valley: photos by Mike Stannard 
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Limericks
In December’s Focus Lorraine Colebrook set us the 

challenge of composing limericks with a plant theme.  

Here are a few of the limericks received.  I have 

omitted the names of the writers to protect their 

reputations: 

 

Artichokes are a good thing to grow 

Said Lorraine as I started to hoe, 

They like a fine soil, 

Achieved through hard toil, 

But they don’t do so well in the snow. 

 

 

 

The handsome young man Reg Ayre, 

Was cycling whilst eating a pear. 

Silly indeed,  

At such break-neck speed; 

For both Ayre and pear flew through the air. 

 

 

 

There was an old tree at Fair Oak, 

Which suffered one helluva of soak; 

It swayed in the gale, 

Looked decidedly frail, 

Then sadly its old trunk just broke. 

 

 
 

 

 

I had an allotment plot 

On which I grew not a lot, 

So I tried some potatoes 

Beans, leaks and tomatoes, 

But sadly they all went to rot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking the hilly road to Cadbury, 

I spied the white mistletoe berry, 

I wanted it as mine,  

I just had to climb, 

But Oh! I came down in a hurry. 

 

 

There was a young man from Westphalia 

Who attempted to grow a white dahlia, 

But the bloom turned out red, 

So he dug up the bed, 

And considered his work a great failure. 

 

 
 

There was a young man from Devizes, 

Whose veggies were all shapes and sizes, 

His leeks were quite tall, 

But his onions were small (!) 

So he never did win any prizes. 

 

 

 

Are you troubled by downy mildew? 

Asked Lorraine of the onions I grew, 

Neck rot is the issue 

It gets at the tissue 

And causes some upset for you. 
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Thorvertones Bow Out in Style 
In December the Thorvertones made their final concert appearance [at the Thorverton Arms].  We will miss them, 

but wish them well in their musical futures. 

 
Photo by John Spivey 

 

Meanwhile in Dallas 
Chris Jones in Broadway Christmas Wonderland  
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)  
                 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 7596212 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH. 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
         Secretary: Rachel Mildon, Treasurer: Rachel Parker. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324.  
     Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts


Focus on Thorverton 26 Vol. 48 No 1 January 2017 

 

Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Vice Chair: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. 
Meetings: last Tuesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-
members welcome. 
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9am-11.45am &12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. 
  Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during  
                                                     term-time, at Thorverton Primary School site. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Secretary: Sylv Gregory, 20 Bullen Close. 860173.   
                                      Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 17.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call for emergencies only on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 
 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 

We are now accepting new patients 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2017 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy      b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

Jan. 10
th
 (Tues.) and 23

rd
    January 4

th
 (Wed.), 16

th
 and 30

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates  2017: 12
th
 January / 9

th
 February / 9

th
 March / 6

th
 April / 4

th
 May / 1

st
 & 29

th
 June/  

                       27
th
 July / 24

th
 August / 21

st
 September / 19

th
 October / 16

th
 November / 14

th
 December. 

 

 

Union Flag Flying days in January 
January 9

th
  Birthday of The Duchess Cambridge 

January 20
th
    Birthday of The Countess of Wessex 

 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs 

at 17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time 

only), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it 

is the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2017 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

JANUARY  

 

Fri 6
th
   Thorverton Arts and Crafts Group (new term starts), Memorial Hall, from 10.00 am. 

  Baptist Church Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30am to 12.00 

Sat 7
th
  TARTS walk, meet opposite Parish Church, 09.30am 

Tues 10
th
 Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 12
th
 Ladies Group Christmas Meal, Thorverton Arms, 7.00 for 7.30pm 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 09.30 to 11.15am 

Thurs 19
th
 January Blues Night at the Thorverton Arms  

Fri 27
th
 History Society, AGM followed by Dr Richard Crangle – Forgotten Delights - Lantern Slides from 

Royal Albert Memorial Museum Collection, 7.30pm WI Hut, 

 

FEBRUARY  
Fri 3

rd
  Soup & Pudding Evening, W I Hut  

Tues 14
th
 Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 24
th 

          History Society, 7:30 pm WI Hut, Richard Holladay - History of Garton and King - an Exeter   

Foundry that can trace its trading history back to 1661. 

Sat 25
th
        Pudding and Quiz Night Memorial Hall from 6.30pm 

 

 

MARCH  
Sat 18

th
   Lambing Day at Ratcliffe Farm - see the baby lambs, 10am to 6pm, donations to charity. 

Sat 25
th 

TADS March Madness, WI Hut from 7pm 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

