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Editorial 
I was pleasantly surprised at the number of Notices 

of events that arrived for Focus this month.  For 

Fiona Harrison, Eileen Mason and I who put Focus 

together it is actually a pleasure tinged with 

frustration, because the formatting of the Notices 

pages probably takes up more time than compilation 

of the rest of the magazine.  Things come in all 

shapes and sizes and our rather limited skills are put 

to the test every time.  But that’s life.  On the bright 

side, it reflects the village coming to life with plenty 

going on to keep you warm.  I was pleased to see a 

good programme of events being planned at the 

Memorial Hall, and we also carry the full year’s 

listing for the History Society and for the Women’s 

Institute.  One thing that would be great to have in 

Thorverton would be a Villages in Action event.  

Jane and I have been to a couple in other villages and 

they always have high quality performers.  Come on 

Thorverton, who is going to get some organised 

here? 

 

One event to bring to your attention is the Focus 

Annual General Meeting.  Not, you might think, the 

most exciting event of the year, but nonetheless one 

where you can have the chance to give views on the 

magazine and how we might improve it (but unless 

someone is going to bequeath us a substantial amount 

of money – or be prepared to hike the cover charge - 

I should warn that we are unlikely to be able to do 

much about the print quality).  If you want to get 

involved, please don’t hold back.  We can always 

benefit from need new ideas and new blood if we are 

going to keep the magazine running.  I have also put 

a notice in this month’s Focus reminding people that 

Focus does have some [limited] funds available to 

put into helping village organisations with specific 

improvements.  We don’t make a great profit, but we 

do like to use any profit that we do make to benefit 

Thorverton residents.  (I wonder how many of you 

have read our aims which we print on the inside front 

cover.)  Oh, I didn’t tell you when the AGM was, did 

I?  It is actually on Wednesday 1
st
 March, 7.30pm at 

the Baptist Church.  So, really one for the next 

Focus, but I thought that you would appreciate the 

notice. 

 

I have also included a couple of pieces on the Parish 

Precept (with thanks to our Council Chairman, Stuart 

Crang for this) and a small piece I have cobbled 

together on the consultation on the Local Plan for 

Mid Devon which has its consultation period until the 

middle of February.  I hope that those villagers who 

manage to stay awake through these pages will find 

them helpful in explaining things. 

 

For those who need waking up, my second cycle ride 

which is quite a hilly experience should certainly do 

the trick.  It does cover some spectacularly beautiful 

country along the top above the Exe Valley and 

through some less well explored lanes to the northern 

end of the parish.  The front cover picture this month 

was taken on the route; fortunately I was walking at 

the time so did not miss it!  I would very much 

welcome cycle rides described by others, so if you do 

like to get out on your bike for an hour or two, please 

describe your route for the benefit of others. 

 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 

 

 

 

In this Focus 

Editorial ..................................................................... 1 
Letters ........................................................................ 2 
Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee ...................... 3 
Thorverton Parish Council ......................................... 4 
Notice Board .............................................................. 5 
Church Services and News ...................................... 13 
Parish Letter ............................................................. 15 
Baptist Church ......................................................... 15 

Thorverton Parish Precept.................................... ...16 

Local Plan Review ................................................... 17 
Works to Thorverton Bridge .................................... 18 

Court Barton Close Update ...................................... 18 

Positive Feedback .................................................... 18 
Exe Valley Surgery in the News .............................. 18 

Legal Eagle .............................................................. 19 
Upton Pyne & District Garden Club ........................ 19 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club ................................. 20 

Women’s Institute.................................................... 20 

 

 

 

Poetry ....................................................................... 21 
Please Light Me ....................................................... 21 

John Greenslade MBE ............................................. 22 

Rainfall Record ........................................................ 23 

Book Club ................................................................ 23 

Thorverton Cycle Rides ........................................... 24 
Nature Notes ............................................................ 25 
The Garden in February 2017 .................................. 26 
TARTS news ........................................................... 27 
Thorverton Parish Information ................................ 28 
Thorverton Organisations ........................................ 29 
Doctors’ Surgeries ................................................... 30 
Waste Collection Dates for 2017 ............................. 32 
Mobile Library ......................................................... 32 
Union Flag Flying days in January .......................... 32 
Road works .............................................................. 32 
Bus Services ............................................................ 32 
Diary 2017 ............................................................... 33 



Focus on Thorverton 2 Vol. 48 No 2 February 2017 

 

Letters 
From Ian Stoyle and Royston Kershaw (photos from 

Heather Kershaw) 

 

Helen Pope 4 March 1938 – 24 December 2016 

 

Helen and her husband, Geoffrey, moved into 

“Brienston” in Silver Street in 1994, modestly 

renaming the house “Number 3” (and changing the 

locks to foil an inquisitive neighbour). 

 

They were already heavily involved in activities 

outside the parish, through Geoffrey’s connections 

with the University and their joint love of music as 

both listeners and performers, which took them 

regularly to Dartington Hall and sometimes far 

further afield.  Once here in Thorverton Helen 

immediately presented her talents to the church, 

singing in the choir until illness affected her voice 

and for some twenty years giving cheerful 

instrumental support at both concerts and services. 

 

Our main debt to her is that, with Geoffrey’s help, 

she took over the very demanding organization of the 

annual  Arts Festival following Barbara Uglow’s 

retirement and maintained its success with charm and 

efficiency until Geoffrey’s death and her own 

worsening health led to the current team of Heather 

and Royston Kershaw and Jean Brown taking up the 

responsibility. 

 

Illness and a cumbersome device to help her 

breathing which had to accompany her everywhere 

severely limited her movement and activities in her 

last years, and she regretted being so far from her 

daughters and grandchildren, one family in New 

Zealand and the other family in Scotland.   But with 

invaluable support from Penny Fice she remained in 

her home and continued to be as welcoming and 

generous with sustenance as ever to friends who 

visited, tradesmen at work, and any animals in sight. 

 

A couple of years ago she wished to attend a lecture 

at the University despite severe mobility problems.    

It was pleasing that special car-parking arrangements 

were at once made for her when it was known that 

she was the widow of the man for whom the lecture 

venue, the Geoffrey Pope Building, was named. 

 

From Rachel Mildon, PTFA Secretary 

Thorverton Primary School PTFA would like to say a 

massive thank you to Glenn Redler who kindly 

agreed to audit our accounts this year. Glenn has 

been super efficient and undertaken a thorough audit 

for us; we are incredibly grateful to him for his time 

and would not hesitate to recommend him to anyone 

needing an accountant.  Thanks again Glenn.  

 

From Judy and Nick Bright 

 

Can you help us? 

Our medium sized stainless steel teapot is missing 

from the Church Kitchen.   We often make tea and 

coffee and would be very pleased to see it back 

again.  If you know where the teapot is, would you 

please return it to the Church as soon as possible.  

Thank you. 
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From Dorothy Martin 

 

Kit Cozens (Kathleen) 9 March 1927 – 18 December 

2016 

 

On 6
th
 January 2017 we said our goodbyes to Kit.  

She had lived all of her 89 years in the village of 

Thorverton where she was born. 

 

I had the privilege of knowing her for only the last 

twelve years.  We met through our mutual passion for 

dogs.  She was a very knowledgeable gardener and 

knew all the names of plants and flowers - if you 

weren’t sure, you asked Kit!  She was a very 

determined and independent lady and despite painful 

disability didn’t bemoan her lot.  She was an 

inspiration to me and we had many profound 

conversations on a great number of topics.   

 

When she was able, we went out and enjoyed the 

fresh air.  Kit was a great out-of-doors person and 

enjoyed the countryside.  Being housebound for the 

last months of her life was not easy for her but still 

she didn’t complain. 

 

This is a personal tribute from me.  I know there are 

many people who knew her most of her life, but I 

treasure the years I knew her and am grateful. 

 
Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee  Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news 
 

The Hall Committee has managed to sell its old 

plastic chairs. With the proceeds and a very generous 

grant from the Parish Council it has bought more 

comfortable padded chairs. 

 

Firework display 
 

The hirers of the hall for a wedding on Saturday 18
th
 

February will be holding a fifteen minute firework 

display at about 7.30 pm.  They have invited anyone 

who would like to come and watch the display to do 

so.  They will be very welcome.  Anyone who has 

pets in the near vicinity to the hall may wish to keep 

them inside at this time. 

 

MR & MRS - 18
th

 March, 7.00 pm 
 

AS SEEN ON TV!  A fun evening’s entertainment to 

find out how well you know your partner or friends 

and, indeed, how well they know you.  Participate 

yourself or just watch how others reveal themselves. 

For more information and ticket availability see the 

March Focus or the Memorial Hall notice boards. 

 

 

 

AGM Tues 28
th 

March, 8.00 pm   
 

Everyone is welcome to attend the Hall AGM.  There 

will be time for anyone to question or comment on 

the Committee’s work.  The meeting will conclude 

with informal discussion and a glass of wine. 

 

Further events for 2017 
 

Tuesday 4
th
 April: Easter Bingo 7.00, eyes down 7.30 

Saturday 20
th
 May: Pie and Quiz Night, 7.00 

Saturday 1
st
 July: Summer Ball 

Saturday 8
th
 July: Fun Day, 11.00 – 4.00 

 

Further information about these events and others 

later in the year will appear in Focus and on the Hall 

notice boards, but please make a note of the dates in 

your diary now! 

 

January Saturday Market Draw 

results 
1

st
. prize: chicken dinner, Frank Selly;  

2
nd

 prize: bottle of wine, Judith Perry;  

3
rd

 prize: box of chocolates, Judith Perry;  

4
th
 prize: box of biscuits, Sue Batty. 

 

Memorial Hall Committee members 

Sarah Addicott (tel. 860818),  

Mike Baldwin (860853), Roseanne Benn (860768), 

Roger Fieldhouse (860768), Jeff Grace (860489), 

John Hodge (860088),  

Clare Heaven-Roberts (861399),  

Bob Hyde (860354), Colin Marshall (861228), 

Shirley Moore (860481), David Reygate (860332), 

Mike Shelton (861027). 

 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

Facebook : thorverton memorial hall 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 10/01/17. The latest meeting minutes  

can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane or on  

the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

14
th

 February 2017 at Thorverton Memorial Hall at 7.30pm  

and all are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Planning matters – to view planning documentation go to: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

Planning Applications received to the date of the meeting – 

16/01956/HRN Hedgerow Removal Notice for the relocation of 52m of hedgerow at land South of Willhaven, 

Thorverton. The PC resolved not to support this application due to the lack of justification as to why such a large 

volume of hedge needed to be removed.  

16/01985/FULL (neighbouring parish) Retention of change of use for car sales at Speedway Garage, Thorverton.                       

The PC resolved to make ‘no comment’ on this application.  

Planning decisions received to the date of the meeting – 

16/01828/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 Beech and 1 Pear tree within the Conservation Area at 7                            

Silver Street, Thorverton. No objections raised.  
 

Repairs to Thorverton Bridge 

It has been reported to the PC that Thorverton Bridge is in need of immediate repair.  Work is expected to start in 

April, and to continue for some time, with the need for traffic lights and diversions to be used. 

 

Grant Giving Policy 

The PC resolved to give Grant Funding, to the value of £650., to the Thorverton Memorial Hall towards the 

purchase of new, and more comfortable, chairs. 

 

Town and Parish Funding Application (MDDC) 

A Grant Funding application has been submitted to MDDC by the PC, in the sum of £1,711., for the purchase of 

Handyman tools and equipment. The outcome will be known after 9
th
 March.     

 

Speedwatch relaunched 

The PC was pleased to welcome PCSO Anna Roberts back to the village, following maternity leave, and to hear 

that she is continuing with the setting up of a ‘Speedwatch’ for Silver Street. More volunteers are needed to enable 

this to happen, however, so if you can help please contact Anna on 

Anna.ROBERTS@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 

Local Plan Review Consultation (MDDC) – have your say by 14
th

 February 2017 

To take a look at the proposed amendments to the Local Plan, including the changes to Junction 27 of the M5, and 

to have your say visit www.middevon.gov.uk/localplanreview by 14th February 2017. 

 

Local Welfare Assistance Scheme (MDDC) 

This scheme provides a variety of services to support local residents who are experiencing crisis or who are at risk 

of experiencing crisis. To find out more phone 01884 234268 or e-mail communications@middevon.gov.uk or go 

online at www.middevonnewscentre.info/mid-devon-district-council-offer-local -welfare-assistance-scheme/  

 

Affordable Housing at Court Barton Close (Barton Meadows) 

Westhaven Homes have advised the PC that contracts are to be signed with Devon and Cornwall Housing 

regarding the 10 affordable homes on this development being plots 1 – 4 and 15 – 20. Anyone interested in 

securing one of these homes should register at www.devonhomechoice.com  

 

2017/18 Parish Precept – a report regarding this matter can be found elsewhere in Focus. 

https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
mailto:Anna.ROBERTS@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
http://www.middevon.gov.uk/localplanreview
mailto:communications@middevon.gov.uk
http://www.middevonnewscentre.info/mid-devon-district-council-offer-local%20-welfare-assistance-scheme/
http://www.devonhomechoice.com/
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Notice Board  
 

Thorverton and District History Society  
Programme 2017/18 

 

Friday 24 February - Richard Holladay  
History of Garton and King – an Exeter Foundry that 
can trace its trading history back to 1661. 
 

Friday 24 March - Dr Peter Marsden 
Exeter & London – a tale of two Capital Cities. 
 

Friday 28 April - Michael Parrott  
Lwow Eagle Owls – Polish 307 Squadron who protected 
Exeter and SW England in WWII. 
 

Friday 26 May - Julia Neville 
Exeter’s First World War Hospitals. 
 

June - Outside visit – to be arranged. 
 

Friday 27 October - Alex Fice  
Thorverton’s War Dead – a look behind the names on 
our war memorial. 
 

Friday 24 November - Dr Todd Gray 
The Royal Clarence Fire and St Martin’s Island. 
 

Friday 26 January 2018 –  
AGM followed by Dr Graham Wills – Pinkery Pond & 
Simonsbath Canal – an Exmoor enigma. 

 
 

THORVERTON CHURCH 
CHOIR     ♫ 
 

If you like singing and choral music and would like 

to be a valued member of our community’s church 

choir regularly supporting church services, then 

you’d be most welcome to join us. If you enjoyed 

hearing us at the CAROL SERVICE you know that 

it’s good fun.               

We have around 20 regular members of all ages. Do 

contact me for more information or just turn up one 

Thursday evening. 
 

Thursday Practices at Thorverton  
7.45 – 9.00pm : Feb 2nd   Feb 16th   Mar 2nd    

 

Sunday Services with Choir  

Jan 29th    Mission Community Service at Stoke  

                 Canon JOINT CHOIRS 11.00 

Feb 5th    Communion Service 9.30 

Feb 19th   Family Service 9.30 for 10.00 

Mar 5th    Communion Service 9.30 
 

CONTACT :  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather Kershaw  

01392 860419  heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 

 

 
 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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SILVERTON & EXE VALLEY 
SENIORS 

February 2017 activities Newsletter 

Events & activities for the              

+  
 

 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 06 & 20 FEB 
St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton starts at 2:00 PM 

prompt.  Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment and 

raffle ticket (prizes!)  It’s fun and easy to learn! 
 

AGM (followed by bread, cheese & a glass of Wine) 

– Tuesday 21
st
 FEB  

Due to St Mary’s Church Hall having insufficient 

capacity last year for the many members who wished 

to attend, this year’s AGM will be held in the 

Community Hall Silverton commencing at 11.00.  

There will be a charge of £4 for anyone wishing to 

remain for cheese and a glass of wine afterwards. 

(Book in advance with Secretary).  Everyone 

welcome to come and find out what’s in-store for 

2017. The AGM replaces the usual monthly Coffee 

Morning in February. 
 

CLUB NEWS 

I am delighted to announce that Club member - 

Karen Golby - has agreed to become our treasurer 

replacing Dick Ellis who is retiring. Welcome Karen 

and our sincere thanks for Dick for being our 

treasurer over the last six years. 
 

MONTHLY OUTINGS    

Our first outing of the year on the 16
th
 March is to the 

lovely Dorset ancient market town of Sherborne 

where we will spend the morning.  In the afternoon 

we visit the Royal Signals Museum at Blandford 

Camp where there is something for everyone to see 

including an Enigma decoding machine.  Inclusive 

cost £15. 
 

Our second Outing on the 19
th
 April is to the Port of 

Bristol where we will have a guided coach tour of the 

Port in the morning.  In the afternoon, we visit the SS 

Great Britain, Brunel’s ship which changed the 

World.  Inclusive cost £20. 
 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough, Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close, 

Silverton, Devon EX5 4HW. Telephone 01392 

860971 or e-mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or 

visit our website http//www.sevs.info (currently 

being updated). 

 

 

 

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Thorverton Baptist Church 

We shall be holding our monthly   
  

Coffee Morning 

(or tea if you prefer!) 
  

on Friday 3rd February 

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
  

A warm welcome to all 
 
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request?  If 
you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday 
between 10.00 and 12 noon when I will be 
happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 

 
 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF 
PRAYER 

(Interdenominational) 
 
 

 
 

Prepared by Christian Women of the 

PHILIPPINES 
 

All warmly welcome (including men) 
 

Friday 3rd March 2017 
 

at the Baptist Church, Thorverton 

 

11.00am 
 

followed by Soup Lunch 

 
 

GARDENING VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
 

Could you help keep the flower beds of 
JUBILEE GREEN, in the centre of 

Thorverton village, 
neat and tidy for all to enjoy? 

 
If you like gardening, have some spare 
time, or just want to keep fit why not 

volunteer? 
 

For more information please contact  
Alison Marshall, Thorverton Parish 

Council, 01392 861228 or 
thorvertonpc@gmail.com 
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TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/ 

STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST 

OFFICE 
Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG   

01392 860455 
 

offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting 

and packing materials, health lottery tickets, 

phone top-ups, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 
 

EASY PARKING  
                  TCT Shop 
Mon – Fri:  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat:  8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs: 9.00 – 10.30 
 

         Thorverton Post Office              

Mon – Fri:  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat:  9.00 – 12.00 

 
 

Lambing Day 
visit Ratcliffe Farm and see the baby lambs 

 
 

 March 18th 10am to 6pm  

Donations to charity 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 
 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  
 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571.   

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

Focus on Thorverton 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Wednesday, 1st March 
 

7.30pm 
 

 at the Baptist Church 
 

Your chance to comment on what Focus has 

achieved over the past year and to offer ideas 

as to what we might do better for the coming 

year. 

 

All are welcome 

 

We particularly like to see one representative 

from each village organisation, if possible, 

please. 
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The Local Welfare Assistance 

Scheme 
 

This scheme provides a variety of services to support 

local residents who are experiencing or at risk of 

experiencing crisis.  Go to the following site for 

details: 

 

https://www.middevonnewscentre.info/mid-devon-

district-council-offer-local-welfare-assistance-

scheme/ 

 

 
 

 

Calling all Gardeners! 
 

Come to the 

Annual Crediton SEED SHARE 

Saturday 18 February from 11am to 2pm 

The Old Town Hall (side entrance) 

Crediton High Street  
 

If you have saved seeds to share, pack them up, label 

with variety and year and bring them along.   
No seeds?  No problem! 

 

 Come and help yourself to free seeds from other 

gardeners – flowers, especially those good for 

bees, etc., vegetables, including heritage varieties 

not available in the shops. 

 Plan to save some yourself in 2017. 

 Browse the stalls and seed-saving /gardening 

information. 

 Stay for coffee and cake and/or homemade soup 

and a roll. 

 Enjoy music from the Woodmen. 

 Bring a donation towards our costs. 

Put it in your diary now! 
 

 

 

Did you know that 

 

FUNDING FROM FOCUS MAY BE 

AVAILABLE TO YOUR 

ORGANISATION? 

 

Could you or your organisation make use 

of some funding from Focus? 

 

Focus generally runs at a small profit, but 

tries to use this to assist village 

organisations.   

 

Requests for funding are welcomed.  

They should demonstrate how the funding 

would be used to benefit Thorverton 

residents in some way, for example by 

improving the facilities available.  We 

would normally expect to contribute to a 

purchase, so any requests should aslso 

explain how the rest of the funding would 

be obtained. 

 

Requests are considered by the Focus 

Funding Committee. 

 

If you do wish to request funding, please 

contact the editor, Neville Lane, at 2 The 

Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS or by 

email to Thorvertonfocus@gmail.com  

 

https://www.middevonnewscentre.info/mid-devon-district-council-offer-local-welfare-assistance-scheme/
https://www.middevonnewscentre.info/mid-devon-district-council-offer-local-welfare-assistance-scheme/
https://www.middevonnewscentre.info/mid-devon-district-council-offer-local-welfare-assistance-scheme/
mailto:Thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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. 

UPTON PYNE AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 
Monday 20th February at 7.30pm  in the Village Hall 

Our first speaker of the year is 
 Deborah Baker   Local and International Photographer 

                                 recently retired from Falmouth University 

                                                                         her subject is 

                   Photography and her  

                    Garden at North Tawton 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Shhhhhhh..... Invitation to a surprise birthday party for Bill Ford 

 

Bill and his family are popping in for a visit from Swindon on Saturday 11th February and, we are arranging a 

surprise tea party to help celebrate his 90th birthday. It will be held in the Thorverton Memorial Hall from 4-7 and 

we hope to see as many of his village friends as possible. If you are able to join us could you please let Jane know 

you can come by phoning 860523, or emailing jlflax@gmail.com.  

 

Jane Flaxington 

 

  

  

Villagers may be interested in a book that Pat Jones 

has helped put together for Molly Walker. Molly is a 

96-year old who has lived in the same house in 

Exeter for the past 80 years.  She has had a very 

interesting life but the book is also a social history of 

the last 100 years in Devon. 

 

The photo shows Molly with Judi Spiers at the recent 

Age UK Exeter Gala Ball. 

 

Molly is selling the book for £10 per copy – proceeds 

to go to Age UK Exeter.  She has paid for the 

publication herself.  

 

Copies are available from The Cider House, Raddon 

- £10 + £2 postage and packing, if required. Details 

for BACS payments are available on request. 

 

 

Mrs Pat Jones 

The Cider House 

Thorverton 

EX5 5PN 

Telephone 01392 861258

Non-members are welcome entrance £3  - Raffle  and refreshments  

mailto:jlflax@gmail.com
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Church Services and News 
 

FEBRUARY 2017 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

Sunday 5 February Fourth Sunday before Lent 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury                             Lay Led & KC 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon                              Lay Led   

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  KC 
 

Sunday 12 February Third Sunday before Lent  

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel    BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham MSS 

09:30 am Open   Thorverton      

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon   

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne SS 
 

Sunday 19 February Second Sunday before Lent   

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   KC 

09:30 am  Open   Thorverton  

10:00 am  Family Service   Thorverton Lay Led  

10:00 am  Holy Communion [C] Cadbury HW 

10:00 am  Service of the Word  Poltimore                           Lay Led & KC 

10:00 am Family Service  Thorverton Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  KC 
 

Sunday 26 February Sunday before Lent   

09:30 am Sunday Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres     KC 

10:00 am  Messy Church   Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

10:00 am  Service of the Word  Upton Pyne   LF 

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church          BOF 

   Joint with Parish Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe KC 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer [BCP]   Cadbury  Lay Led  

05:30 pm Taizé Sevice      Huxham                             Lay Led & KC  
 

Wednesday 1 March   Ash Wednesday   

07:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  KC 
 

Friday 3 March   Women’s World Day of Prayer   

11:00 am  Joint Service    Thorverton Baptist church   BOF 

 Followed by Soup Lunch 
 

Sunday 5 March Lent 1 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon                              Lay Led   

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  HW 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of  

  young children especially in mind.  They are informal and  

  contemporary in style often including a children’s activity at the  

  beginning; without communion and are led by lay 

teams. Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed 

by refreshments. 

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without 

Holy Communion, are contemporary in style and are often 

followed by refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, 

and the timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form 

of Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for 

location. 

 

Variations: No services Monday 2 January  

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross  Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 
 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds. Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

01392 860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 
  

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
Auld Lang Syne 
 

He was having a really bad night – restless and 

uncomfortable. His toga was soaked in perspiration 

whether from all the alcohol he had recently drunk or 

the recurring nightmare he was waking from, he was 

not sure. 
 

'Hello Herod', said a voice. 
 

King Herod sat up abruptly, 'What the Dickens' he 

exclaimed with remarkable prescience, whilst his 

eyes searched the star lit bed-chamber for the person 

who had spoken. No-one was there. He sank back on 

his pillow, 'Oh it's you' he said, 'As if things aren't 

bad enough. What are you doing here?' 
 

'As you were sleeping so badly, I thought you might 

need some company'. 
 

Herod's eyes sought out the seat by the door where 

his night guard usually sat. It was empty. 'Probably 

still revelling the night away in the local hall', he 

thought, struggling to recollect something about 

Olympics and games. He dismissed the thought, 'All 

Greek to me.' he grumbled. 
 

'Anyway,' continued the voice 'it's good to look 

forward to a New Year with friends.' 
 

'Bah' exclaimed Herod without a trace of humbug 

and tried to wave the voice away with his arms. 

Instead his fingers caught the little toy Caesar crown 

perched on top of his teddy bear that lay as usual by 

his side. The crown leapt from the bed and glinting in 

the star light arched its way towards a large crack in 

the marble floor. 'This floor is as potholed as the 

roads!' thought Herod angrily.  

 

Meanwhile, the crown landed, pirouetted gracefully a 

couple of times and chinked its way into the crevasse 

below. 'What do I or anyone else have to look 

forward to this year?' shrugged Herod. They've just 

elected some media magnate to run the senate, 

another 'mad fiddler' by all accounts; then there's the 

wars and the famines, the immigrants and the 

terrorist rebels: Poor services, decaying roads and 

historic buildings, and a messaging network that 

takes for ever. Now some goon of a general called 

Julius is setting off to tame the Northern heathens in 

Brittanium. As if they would ever want to play a part 

in anyone else's empire! On top of that I have a 

recurring nightmare about being the bad guy in some 

story about a baby, a star and itinerant wise men, and 

here I am at 2am on New Year’s day talking to a 

disembodied voice.' 
 

'There, there', said the aforementioned voice calmly 

and soothingly. So calmly and soothingly in fact that 

King Herod pulled up his covers, took teddy in his 

arms and sank further into the pillow. 'Just because 

we don't talk much these days, doesn't mean I'm not 

there – always have been, always will be. Doesn't 

mean I don't care. I care as much for you as the 

media magnate, about war and famine, the plight of 

immigrants and the complexities of terrorism. I care 

about the lack of services and support and I totally 

sympathise with a poor communication network. I 

even care about the Northern heathens you mention; 

they may live in little hill top villages miles from the 

heart of things but their problems are strikingly 

similar. Anyway, aren't you dwelling too much on 

the problems – serious as they are? What about all 

the wonderful things in the world? Happiness 

generosity and humility; the things that go well and 

the things that don't ''after all go from worse to 

worse''. Without being too, well since you said it 

first, Dickensian about it, perhaps you should try 

seeing the good in things, trust people a little more. 

See the bigger picture as they say. Maybe you might 

make better decisions, maybe you wouldn't see the 

need to bend everything quite so much, to your will. 

What do you think?' 
 

But King Herod didn't answer and after a while the 

room was still and quiet again. That is except for the 

rise and fall of Herod's breathing that ruffled the few 

remaining clumps of fur on teddy's head, which, in 

turn, glimmered in the silver star light of another 

year. A sudden breeze caught the net curtains at the 

window and although no-one heard it, it briefly 

harmonised with the breathing of the sleeping man, 

caressed, almost lovingly, his thinning hair.  In the 

street, at a distance, voices singing, loudly, raucously, 

slightly off key – but with uncontained joy. 
 

      

    Stewart Clapp 

     Upton Pyne                               

 

Baptist Church  
 

"The glory that was Greece... 
 

…and the grandeur that was Rome" are two of the 

most famous lines ever written by Edgar Allen Poe.  

When in about 55 AD the Apostle Paul paid a short 

visit to the intellectual capital of the world, we may 

perhaps speak of the glory that had been Athens, 

especially in the classical period of the fourth and 

fifth centuries BC.  At the time that Paul stopped off 

at the city it was still a beacon of culture, a centre of 

learning akin to Oxbridge in our modern setting, even 

though the flower had faded somewhat.  Of course, 

by this time the Romans had taken over, but as a sort 

of recognition of the city's famed past they had 

allowed it a certain level of autonomy within their 

system. 
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The apostle did not find himself out of place in 

Athens.  True, he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, but 

also from a Greek university town and had a 

complete mastery of both language and culture. 

 

Recently, I strolled round the Greek section of the 

British Museum and was captivated by the truly 

amazing sculptures, vases, temples and other 

artefacts.  This was not the reaction of the Apostle.  

St Luke (in Acts 18) records that he was "distressed" 

as he explored the city.  For him as a pious Jew it was 

just so much idolatry and his spirit was greatly 

disturbed.  Putting into practice his principle of being 

all things to all people, he not only preached in the 

synagogue but also debated, in Socratic fashion, with 

the philosophers in the market place.  They wanted to 

know more and invited him to a session of the 

Areopagus, a prestigious institution with a long 

history.  Among its functions at that time was judging 

homicide trials.  But it might also have had a role in 

the interviewing of people like Paul, who had some 

new teaching to proclaim. 

 

Within sight of imposing buildings such as the 

Parthenon, still with us after some 24 centuries, Paul 

stood before this august gathering and boldly 

declared that the God of creation did not live in 

temples made with human hands.  Quoting Stoic 

poets, he affirmed, "We are his offspring" and "In 

him we live and move and have our being."  He then 

moved on to the themes of repentance and justice 

before coming on to the subjects of Jesus and 

Resurrection which had aroused their initial interest 

in the market place exchanges. 

 

The reference to resurrection brought sniggering 

from some of his sophisticated audience and he 

brought his address to a close.  Other listeners 

intimated they would welcome the opportunity of 

listening to him again and a few even accepted the 

gospel message he had brought. 

 

Paul did not linger long in Athens following his 

appearance before the Areopagus.  But this brief stay 

shows him for the first time in front of a non-Jewish 

audience with no background of Hebrew thought and 

the Old Testament scriptures.  How he conducted 

himself on such an occasion, how he adapted his 

message to the thought patterns of his hearers without 

compromise, how he was courteous but firm, how he 

built on the knowledge of those listening to him and 

sought to take them further, the way he spoke of 

creation, justice, repentance, resurrection, salvation - 

all these are pointers to believers today as to how we 

can build bridges to those around us with a view to 

sharing our faith. 
                                                      

   Maurice Harrison 

Thorverton Parish Precept 
As you may know, the Precept is the sum of money 

that the Parish Council asks the District Council to 

collect on its behalf by adding it to the Council Tax. 

Thorverton Parish Council has decided to impose a 

43% increase and as the decision is the responsibility 

of Councillors rather than the Clerk it was also 

decided that I, as the Chairman, should use Focus to 

explain. It is my personal explanation, other 

Councillors will probably offer a different view. 
 

Next yearʼs Precept will be increased by about 

£6,000 to £19,500.  Keeping to round figures, if all 

the properties in Thorverton that paid the tax were 

Band D there would be about 370 of them paying £52 

per year.  It is by chance that this is £1 per week. We 

in fact arrived at the figure for the Precept by going 

line by line through the Budget that our Clerk, Alison 

Marshall, had drawn up in December. There is a copy 

with the Draft Minutes on the website and notice 

board, and if you are interested you will see that 

whilst some items passed without much comment, 

Council was in no way unanimous on others, and I 

hope that provides some reassurance that Council is 

working as it should. 
 

We are having to deal with the fact that for several 

years our senior Councils have been forced to cut 

services by a reducing central government grant 

whilst they can only increase their tax take by a small 

amount. They, and especially the County Highways 

department, have been urging Parishes to take on 

some of their work, and are promoting schemes 

whereby their limited funds are available to Parishes 

that do something or make a financial contribution in 

return. 
 

Additionally, the Council has decided to promote our 

ability to give grants. This year we gave £600 for the 

upkeep of the Churchyard and have assisted with this 

for as long as Councillors can remember. We have 

recently given grants to organisations like Tiverton 

Mobility to help offset cuts from senior Councils. We 

have now adopted a policy which extends the scope 

of the grants and, as an example, have just given the 

Memorial Hall £650 towards the cost of chairs. 
 

An inevitable effect of both novel circumstances is 

that budgeting is very uncertain when there is no past 

experience, no certainty as to demands we may face, 

and no certainty as to grant funds we may receive.  
 

The Council has the power to vary the amount that is 

budgeted to each category of expenditure during the 

year and my expectation is that circumstances will 

make us do this as events pan out and our grant 

policy beds in.  However there is one exception I 

should mention: Council has decided to ring fence 
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£2,000 from next yearʼs Precept to establish a reserve 

fund to replace Recreation Ground equipment; we do 

not have to do this, and I am one of the majority of 

Councillors who supported this. 
 

If you have stuck with reading this so far I hope you 

will appreciate that Council has had to make difficult 

decisions about how they are spending other peopleʼs 

money, and I am sure I speak for all Councillors 

when I say we would welcome any feedback from 

Parishioners. 

 

Stuart Crang (Chairman Thorverton Parish Council) 

 
Local Plan Review 
 

The consultation period on the Mid Devon Local 

Plan is nearing its end (14 February).  Anyone may 

comment on the Local Plan.  Villagers may find the 

following helpful.  I should add that this summary is 

my interpretation and that, while I have tried to be 

accurate, there is no substitute for reading the 

document for yourself.  
 

The purpose of planning is seen as being to help 

achieve sustainable development, which means 

ensuring that providing for the development needs of 

the current generation does not worsen the lives of 

future generations.  There are three aspects of 

sustainable development:  
 

- an economic role which is to ensure that 

sufficient land of the right type is available in 

the right places and at the right time to support 

growth and innovation; 

- a social role of supporting strong, vibrant and 

healthy communities by providing the supply 

of housing to meet present and future needs, 

and creating a high quality environment with 

accessible local services; 

- an environmental role which contributes to 

protecting and enhancing our natural, built and 

historic environment, improving biodiversity 

and prudent use of natural resources as we 

move to a low carbon economy. 

 

The Mid Devon Local Plan runs from 2013 to 2033.  

It has been guided by national planning policy and 

legislation.  It sets out strategic policies for 

development, identifying sites for housing and 

employment.  The National Planning Policy 

Framework introduced in 2012, upon which the Mid 

Devon Local Plan is based, applies a presumption in 

favour of sustainable development.  In practice this 

means that local authorities should positively seek 

opportunities to meet development needs and that 

Local Plans should meet objectively assessed needs 

with sufficient flexibility to adapt to rapid change.  

While there is no longer any regional tier in planning 

policy, the Heart of the South West Local Economic 

Partnership has prepared a Strategic Economic Plan 

which has a bearing on planning in Mid Devon. 
 

The Plan has a vision of Mid Devon as “a prosperous 

and sustainable rural district where individuals, 

families and communities can flourish as a result of 

access to good quality local employment, housing 

and services, and a clean, green, safe environment”.  

It envisages the District Council using its planning 

and related powers to promote community well-

being; support sustainable economic success; 

conserve and enhance the area; and respect 

environmental limits.  It envisages a network of 

villages with sufficient services and public transport 

provision to be locations for limited development 

targeted to: 
 

- provide for housing, shops, local services, 

community facilities and low impact businesses, 

at a scale commensurate with that of the existing 

village; 

- avoid significantly increased travel by car; 

- protect and enhance their environmental assets, 

including their character, biodiversity, heritage 

and setting. 
 

Cullompton is proposed as the primary focus of 

housing development, reflecting its accessibility, 

economic potential and environmental capacity.  

Significant development at Junction 27 of the M5 for 

commercial use is also envisaged. 
 

The Localism Act 2010 provides for parish councils 

to produce their own neighbourhood plans, provided 

that these are consistent with the District’s strategic 

planning policies (Silverton has such a plan). 
 

In Thorverton, the land to the south of Broadlands is 

still listed as the foreseen development, with the 

expectation that there will be 12 houses on just over 

½ hectare in 2018/19.  There is a target of 30% of 

affordable houses (I think that this means on top of 

the 12 rather than within the 12);  these may include 

self-build or “custom” housing. 

 

Comments on the Plan should be addressed to: 
 

Local Plan Review Consultation 

Forward Planning 

Mid Devon District Council 

Phoenix House 

Tiverton 

EX16 6PP 
 

You must give your name and full postal address. 

 

Neville Lane 
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Works to Thorverton Bridge  
 

As you may have heard, there are plans to undertake 

essential concrete repair works to Thorverton Bridge 

over the River Exe, commencing 3rd April 2017 for 

a period of 26 weeks.  
 

At times a road closure will be required, as part of the 

works includes renewal of the bridge waterproofing 

system beneath the road surface and also the 

installation of expansion joints at each end of the 

bridge. 
 

At present this scheme is out to tender and is due 

back on 17th February.  It has been requested that 

during the tender process, contractors consider 

methods to complete the works by means other than a 

road closure and also options to maintain pedestrian 

access over the bridge. Unfortunately, it is difficult to 

provide further details at this stage, as a contractor 

has yet to be appointed.  It is hoped however that, 

due to the fact that one can only cross the Exe at 

Bickleigh or Cowley Bridge when Thorverton Bridge 

is shut, the eventual contractors may opt to utilise 

temporary traffic lights (or similar) and also maintain 

pedestrian access, but this cannot be guaranteed. 

 

Court Barton Close update 
Things have been progressing well and contracts 

were due to be signed in January with DCH for the 

ten affordable dwellings.  Plots 6 and 13 are reserved 

from the Open Market dwellings.  Plots 1 to 6 have 

been roofed in now. 

 

Offsite drainage works will have been completed by 

the end of January as well as drainage works in the  

field opposite, down to the stream. 

 

Positive Feedback 
Reports in the press of three-week waits to see your 

GP are like stories from another country for us in 

Silverton.  Appreciative patients regularly ask me 

how we manage to offer the service we do, with 

appointments always available on the day or within 

the next few days depending on patient preferences. 

The truth is our approach has hardly altered over the 

last 30 years.   
 

We have always made access for patients one of our 

top priorities. We think that this creates a positive 

and facilitatory healthcare circle rather than a vicious 

downward spiral. We ensure we always have some 

available GP appointments at the beginning of every 

day and as a result we know that we will, literally, 

have room to adapt to whatever that day brings.  

Helen, our senior receptionist, brings many years of 

knowledge of how to balance our appointments so 

that we have enough both short and long-term 

available when patients ring.  We think that if 

patients are confident that they can get an 

appointment when they need one they are more likely 

to wait to see if their symptoms start to improve 

before booking one. Continuity of care is also vitally 

important. Seeing your own GP means patients are 

less likely to return quickly hence needing fewer 

appointments.   
 

We run a one-stop shop. GPs and nurses are all able 

to take blood tests themselves which is highly 

unusual.  Normally if a GP requests a test then 

patients have to make another appointment for a 

phlebotomist to take their blood. Doing everything in 

the same consultation, although slightly longer, 

makes the whole process of presentation to diagnosis 

much quicker.  It also saves appointments. As we are 

rural we dispense medication ensuring the smooth 

flow from diagnosis to collection of treatment. 

Through this additional contact we also get to know 

patients better and this enhances our whole holistic 

approach to healthcare that we think is essential to 

the service we can provide. 
 

Ultimately the most important components are the 

people involved.  It is a whole team effort that starts 

as soon as a patient enters the surgery or we answer 

the telephone, with everyone working very hard to 

make ourselves accessible and efficient.   
 

The other part of this healthcare team is you, the 

patients.  Understanding and respecting a valued 

service works both ways. Our patients are always 

happy to wait or adjust if one of the GPs is called out 

on an emergency and happy to adapt their timetables 

to fit with ours if we are busy on a particular day.  So 

whilst patients do praise the service regularly, we 

also need to thank you for using it so responsibly. 

This completes yet another positive feedback loop 

that makes it all possible. 
 

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Exe Valley Surgery in the News 
Some villagers may also have noticed that the Exe 

Valley practice (now the New Valley Practice) 

featured in an article in The Times on 13
th
 January 

under the heading “Model GP practices show better 

service is possible”. 

 

The article noted that the practice had been rated the 

second best in the country by patients, with 97% of 

patients of the Exe Valley Practice saying that they 

were happy with opening hours and 100% saying that 

their experience of making an appointment was good. 

 

Well done, the Exe Valley – or New Valley – 

Practice. 
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Legal Eagle 
Disputes between neighbours are, regrettably, rather 

commonplace. They can range over any number of 

matters, including boundaries, hedges, trees, fences, 

noise, smells, parking, and pets. Many, thankfully, 

are settled without resort to the courts, usually by one 

party backing down or a compromise. When the 

parties fail to settle and the matter goes to law and 

one asks the question why the parties have not been 

able to agree a solution the answer one often receives 

is: “Well, it’s a matter of principle.” This, of course, 

means that the person of whom the question has been 

asked really does not have an answer. 
 

My sister-in-law, Claudia, who lives with her family 

on the outskirts of Frankfurt, decided that she would 

like to keep some chickens. They have a large garden 

which runs down to the River Main, the house is 

detached and the garden seemed the ideal spot. 

Before buying the chickens Claudia spoke to all of 

her neighbours, none of whom raised any objection. 

The original plan had been to have six hens (no 

cockerel); in the end Claudia decided on four hens. 
 

Recently one of her neighbours complained that the 

chickens encourage rats and are noisy. They asked 

Claudia to get rid of the chickens but Claudia 

refused. The neighbours decided upon court action. 

In essence the neighbours are saying that by keeping 

the chickens Claudia is interfering with their use and 

enjoyment of their land. In other words the chickens 

constitute a nuisance. 
 

My impression is that the dispute is rather more deep 

rooted (pun intended). Some time ago the same 

neighbours complained that trees in Claudia’s garden 

were shedding leaves, as trees do, and the leaves 

were ending up in the neighbour’s garden. So 

Claudia, and her husband Konrad lopped off the 

offending branches and erected a fence at their own 

expense although the boundary appears to belong to 

the neighbour. So, that appeared to have solved the 

problem of the leaves, but the ill-will appears to have 

festered and the chickens seem to have given the 

neighbours the opportunity to, again, vent their 

concerns. 
 

I’m not entirely certain that the law in Germany 

corresponds with our domestic law on nuisance, but 

my feeling is that it is very similar. If this is so, the 

neighbours are required to prove that by keeping the 

chickens Claudia has substantially interfered with 

their use and enjoyment of their land. Our law of 

nuisance is very much tempered with the notion of 

give and take.  Of course there will be times when we 

will be inconvenienced by the activities of our 

neighbours and there will be times when they are 

inconvenienced by our activities. The difference, of 

course, is that the chickens are not a one-off, they are 

on-going and, as the neighbours have argued, the 

only way to prevent a continuing nuisance is for the 

court to issue an order banning Claudia from keeping 

chickens in her garden. 
 

Despite views to the contrary, it is generally accepted 

in this country that in the case of a continuing 

nuisance an injunction banning its continuance is the 

appropriate order for the court to make. The court 

may, if it sees fit, temper the injunction so that a 

particular activity is allowed to continue, subject to 

strict controls as happened in Kennaway -v- 

Thompson [1981]. 
 

To return to Frankfurt, following the application to 

the court, the parties were required to attend a 

hearing. The case was conducted by a judge who 

took evidence from both sides. The judge then visited 

the garden and the chickens. The decision of the 

judge will probably be available before the next 

edition of Focus is published. If so I shall add it, if 

possible, as a footnote. 
 

As I see it the possibilities are that the judge will find 

there is no nuisance and Claudia will be allowed to 

continue keeping her chickens or find that the 

chickens constitute a nuisance and order Claudia to 

get rid of them. However, the option which I feel the 

judge might decide upon is to order Claudia to move 

the chickens to another part of the garden, something 

which Claudia does not wish to do but which, in the 

long term, may allow her to keep her chickens. 
 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

 

Upton Pyne & District Garden 
Club 
AGM 16.1.2017 
 

Fifteen people attended and June Nicks the Chairman 

opened proceedings by welcoming everyone to the 

meeting.  She and the secretary both gave resumes of 

the previous year’s activities.  The past twelve 

months had been very successful and all the talks 

arranged by Nick Baker the Programme Secretary 

had been enjoyable and well received.  The annual 

Flower Show in April efficiently arranged again by 

Chris Grundy once again went very well boosted as 

always by the lovely cakes made by Pam Stoneman 

which she served with tea. 
 

Later in the year Pat Overton arranged a visit to High 

Gardens in Kenn  and Jilly Baker arranged two coach 

trips first of all one to Eden and then to Bath for the 

Christmas Market.  All of the outings were well 
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supported, extremely enjoyable and also resulted to 

an increase in our membership. 
 

The Treasurer reported that the finances were in good 

order and it was decided to leave the cost of 

membership for the forthcoming year at £10 with a 

£3 charge if anyone wanted just to come to a specific 

talk. 
 

Nick Baker then outlined the speakers for 2017: 
 

1) 20
th
 February – Deborah Baker – she is a 

professional photographer but also a keen gardener 

which will be the subject of her talk. 
 

2) 20
th
 March – Neil Lovesey – Picket Lane Nursery 

– a return talk by this popular speaker on his nursery 

in Dorset. 
 

3) 22
nd

 April – the annual Flower Show at Upton 

Pyne – schedules for this will be available if anyone 

would like one. 
 

4) 15
th
 May – a talk from the company Coastal 

Organics of Sidmouth. 
 

5) 18
th
 September – James Grieg from Fursdon – a 

tree surgeon – who will talk about Treewise 

Arboricultural Services. 
 

6) 16
th
 October – Graham Barton who will talk about 

Hillersdon House – a 20/30’s house and derelict 

garden which has now been completely renovated. 
 

7) 20
th
 November – Dr Robert Dunn from the Met. 

Office who will talk about how global warming will 

affect our gardens. 
 

8) 2
nd

 December – the Annual Christmas Dinner 

which is always open to non-members. 
 

Jilly Baker is planning another outing probably in 

June to Heligan and details will be published later. 
 

Finally proposed by Jilly and seconded by Annette 

the committee were all voted in again en bloc. 
 

Chairman – June Nicks, Secretary – Ros Rowlerson, 

Treasurer – Jane King, Programme Secretary – Nick 

Baker, Show Secretary – Chris Grundy, Committee 

members – Pat Brookes, Mary Furner, Pat Overton 

and Pam Stoneman. 
 

If anyone would like more details about the Garden 

Club please do give me a ring on 861 205. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  

Although we are now well past the shortest day, 

January has still felt somewhat chilly and damp for 

tennis. However, lots of members are still playing 

regularly, and we offer a cut price membership for 

those only joining for the winter months. Annual 

subs are due in March so, if you are thinking of 

joining, now is the time to give us a go – we offer a 

couple of free trial club sessions for you to make up 

your mind.  Please contact our membership secretary 

Laura Leigh on 01647 24259 for any membership 

enquiries. There are also still vacancies for Junior 

Coaching on Wednesday afternoons and evenings. 
 

We are pleased to learn that we have been granted 

planning permission to extend and upgrade our 

clubhouse.  For those who don’t know us, we have a 

small wooden clubhouse next to our two courts at 

Newton St Cyres Recreation Ground. This has a sink 

with cold running water, a small amount of storage 

space for balls and other equipment, room for a table 

and chairs for match teas, committee meetings etc., 

but not much else. We hope to add a small glazed 

viewing area at one end so people can watch tennis 

being played on court while remaining under cover 

and sheltered from the elements. This will be 

especially helpful for parents/carers watching junior 

coaching sessions, when it is cold and dark during the 

winter months. We also aim to add a toilet facility 

with wheelchair access via a ramp at the other end. 

This will also be very useful, especially when it is 

dark and we have visiting teams from other clubs, 

who have been known to get lost looking for the 

Recreation Ground’s facilities! There will also be a 

changing room in this new area which will help 

people who come straight from school or work and 

currently have no private area to change in.  We are 

in the process of applying for some grant funding, 

and if we are successful in this we hope to be able to 

go ahead as soon as possible. 

So 2017 will be an exciting year for us! Check out 

our website www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk for 

all information about the club, contact details etc. 

 

Women’s Institute 
2017 Diary.  WI Hut.  Non-members welcome. 
 

Feb. 7
th
    2-30.  Janet East. Trials of running a 

                                                        small rural farm. 

March 7
th
 2-30.  Don Archer. Chatsworth House. 

April 4
th
   7-30. Nancy McInerny. Driving  

                                                       Government cars. 

May 2
nd

  7-30. AGM. 

June 6
th
   7-30.  Devon Wild life. 

July 4
th
    7-30.  Anne Dalton. Broken China. 

Aug. 1
st   

 7-30. Free Wheelers (Urgent hosp. deliveries) 

Sept. 5
th
  7-30.  Games Eve. Bring & share supper.  

Oct. 3
rd

   2-30.  Jan Brian Lawless. 1950/60's songs  

                                                                      by guitar. 

Nov. 7
th
   2-30. Sylv Gregory. Making Marzipan Fruits. 

Dec. 5
th
    2-30. To be announced. 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Poetry 

 
Weather we do, or Weather we don't 

 

No-one seems to like the weather 

'Though discussed much when together. 

"What a murky day on Sunday." 

"Too mild for the month on Monday." 

Wednesday - "Forecast is for showers of rain, 

Hanging out washing, hopeless again." 

Thursday - "Such a bitter wind today, 

Bringing gales along the way." 

Friday and Saturday - fields were white. 

"What a dreadful frost last night." 

Sunday - "We should spend today in bed, 

Black clouds and hail storms overhead." 

"Roll on the summer with the sun;" 

Yet this will not please or suit each one; 

"I really cannot stand the heat" 

"It plays havoc with my feet!" 

No-one seems to get much pleasure 

From our fickle British weather 

Many opinions we recall, 

Weather - we do not care for it at all. 
 

Doreen Beer 

 

 
 

 

The following poem was taken from Andrew's 

collection of poems "Conflict and Empathy" which he 

had published in 2014, with the assistance of 

Christopher Cousins and of Harry Haysom who 

designed the cover - Ed 

 

 

 

Advertisements 

Modern life is hard to bear 

with advertising everywhere. 
 

It speaks of what we do not need 

and spurs us on to do the deed 
 

and buy and buy and buy and buy 

and spend and spend and not ask why. 
 

Incessant noise, incessant lies 

with products hyped up to the skies 
 

re: what to do; and what to think 

and what to buy for food and drink. 
 

The make of car that you will find. 

to settle you, and soothe your mind 
 

with monthly payments at a price 

means that you'll need to live on rice. 
 

Ads rule the airwaves and our lives, 

you need not scorn them to be wise 
 

just realize you'll never see 

that 'billboard lovely as a tree'. 
 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

. 

Please Light Me 
 

This item is from Annette Mawson, who has 

translated it from the original German. 
 

The day came when the match said to the candle “I 

am going to light you”.  

 

“Oh, no”, said the candle, “When I burn, my days are 

numbered; no-one will admire my beauty.” 

 

The match then asks, “You don’t wish to stay hard 

and cold without having lived, surely?”  

 

 “But burning hurts and takes my strength straight,” 

whispered the candle unsurely and with fear.   

 

“But isn’t this the secret of our vocation?  We are to 

give light.  What I can do is little.” Said the match, 

“If I do not light you, then I ignore my life’s 

fulfilment.  I am here to start fire.  You are a candle.  

You are to give light and warmth to others.  Your 

suffering and the loss of your strength is changed into 

light.  You do not burn.  You offer yourself; others 

will then carry on and benefit from the fire.  Only if 

you deny yourself, you will die.” 

 

The candle dressed her wick and spoke proudly, 

“Please light me”. 
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John Greenslade MBE 
 

John Greenslade received an MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire) in the New Year’s Honours List 

for services to agricultural education and conservation in the West Country. 

 

John’s voice is familiar to many in Devon as Farmer John on BBC Radio Devon.  He was the first director of the 

Mid Devon Show in 1994 and was its president in 2013.  He also chaired the Tiverton Agricultural Association. 

 

John has lived and worked all his life at Way Farm, at the far northern end of the parish of Thorverton.   In 2010 he 

wrote his memoirs – “Twas a Proper Job” - covering 70 years of life on the farm. 

 

We were lucky enough that Jane Ristic interviewed John for Focus a couple of years ago.  Last year I covered a 

walk around John’s farm in my series of walks, encouraging villagers to visit the wooded area during the spring 

when the bluebells are a picture (see April 2016 Focus at thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com).   

 

Congratulations to John on this recognition. 

 

The photo is of John and Jan Greenslade at Byway Farm: 
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Rainfall Record 
 

I must apologise that I wasn’t quite right when I said in the last Focus that November 2016 had been the wettest 

month for two years.  In fact, January 2016 was a little wetter. 

 

December was a relatively dry month in Thorverton – or at least down Silver Street – with just 20mm of rainfall 

being recorded.  Surprisingly, given this fact, only 11 days were totally dry, so we had many days in December 

with just a few spots of rain, but no days with very heavy rainfall. 

 

The chart below shows the monthly rainfall for 2016, with the 8-year average also shown.  As always I am grateful 

to Gus Christianson for his meticulous recording of rainfall: 

 

 
 

 

Book Club 
At the January meeting the Group chose books for discussion for the next few 

months; they are: 

 

February The Muse by Jessie Burton 

March  Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys 

April  Shtum by Jem Lester 

 

The Group meets at 8pm on 

the last Thursday of the 

month at the Thorverton 

Arms.  Should you wish to 

join us, the next meeting 

takes place on 23
rd

 February. 
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Thorverton Cycle Rides:  No. 2 – Chilton and Fursdon  
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Nature Notes  
In last month’s report I included two photographs of 

grey squirrel in our garden. The images were not very 

clear but I hope you saw the one with the squirrel 

carrying an apple. Since then my sister spotted a grey 

squirrel carrying an apple in her garden. The squirrel 

was followed by three curious or possibly indignant 

blackbirds. She observed the squirrel burying 

(caching) the apple. Over the month I’ve observed 

the squirrels here caching peanuts, either within the 

lawn or taking the nuts away to the same area of the 

garden and immediately coming back for more nuts. 

The squirrels are looking very plump and in good 

condition. 

 

I have recently watched a male blackbird 

rhythmically tossing leaves to one side then the other 

in search of worms and insects. Blackbirds are also 

known to toss cat poo out of the way for the same 

reason! Some of the blackbirds you will see now 

have migrated from further north down to the south 

of England.   

 

Some Thorverton residents and also the Tarts 

walking group ventured into Exmoor during 

December and January. We were lucky to have 

sightings of dipper. On 7
th
 January at Wimbleball 

Lake some of the Tarts were fortunate to see a 

kingfisher. On leaving the lake and walking back to 

the car park we accidently flushed out three roe deer. 

 

I spotted a solitary roe deer in the kale field beyond 

our garden. I wonder if it is one of those seen in the 

past couple of months grazing in the first field on the 

right (as you leave Raddon) above Fordy Bridge, the 

same field where up to three buzzards have been 

waddling around in search of food. A roe deer has 

been in our garden because I found its slot marks 

along the path in patches of soft bare red Devon mud. 

If you are not sure of where some of the very local 

places I mention are, look up online the Focus 

magazine for April 2011 where there is a very rough 

sketch map. 

 

Have you seen two of our native grey herons 

searching for food on the cricket pitch? I think it is a 

marvellous place for spotting birds. Fieldfares and 

redwings are often there this time of year. Years ago 

I’m sure I saw a very different heron there, possibly a 

purple heron.         

 

A-Z Butterflies  
As far as I know, Thorverton does not have any 

butterflies of special interest but here is an 

opportunity to discuss what we all can do in some 

way to help our butterflies. 

2016 was another bad year for butterflies despite the 

summer being warmer, drier and sunny. It is thought 

the mild winter from 2015 into the cold spring of 

2016 contributed to the decline in summer butterfly 

numbers along with the use of pesticides and habitat 

loss. People who take part in the Big Butterfly Count 

in the summer, along with other recorders who 

supply butterfly numbers information, enable 

butterfly experts to come up with data, which is how 

we know that butterfly numbers have dropped.  I did 

not take part in the Big Butterfly Count last year but I 

did record my garden sightings in the online Garden 

Butterfly Survey which is an all year survey.  

 

Many years ago I grew Cleome plants from seed. 

You can get Cleomes’ in shades from white to deep 

pink. My Cleomes’ were pink and small white 

butterflies Pieris rapae loved them to the extent they 

laid their eggs on them and I recall their normally 

green caterpillars subsequently took on a pink hue 

from eating the plants. At that time I didn’t know that 

Cleomes’ are in the Order brassicales as is the 

cabbage. I wonder, if you planted Cleome among 

your cabbages, which plants would white butterflies 

prefer. The sight of tall cleomes rising above your 

cabbages or sprouts would certainly be a talking 

point. The Cleome is a striking flower but beware of 

spines on its stems. I have already sent off my seed 

order which includes pink Cleome and runner beans. 

Brimstone butterflies love to nectar on runner bean 

flowers.  

 

Whether you take part in Big Butterfly Count this 

year and be a citizen scientist or buy a butterfly 

loving plant for your garden, we will be doing our bit 

for butterflies.    

 

 
 Jenny Garne 01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Do look out for frogspawn too.  Jenny tells me that 

the earliest recorded frogspawn in Thorverton in 

recent years was in fact in my pond last year! – on 1
st
 

February.  However, first sightings in mid- to late-

February are more usual. Ed  

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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The Garden in February 2017 
If you haven’t pruned your soft fruit by now, you 

must not delay much longer. Fruit bushes such as 

gooseberries, black, red and white currants, summer 

and winter raspberries should all be tackled on the 

first suitable occasion. Weather wise, you are looking 

for a dry day without the prospect of a frost. This will 

give the cuts time to heal over naturally. Winter 

pruning improves the shape of your plant and reduces 

congestion. Shape will allow the maximum fruit 

development with the optimum air circulation and 

sun penetration. Reducing congestion allows the 

plant to concentrate on producing healthier and 

bigger fruit rather than a large quantity of smaller 

fruit.  
 

Fruit plants for harvesting need to be managed with 

perhaps the exception of the gooseberry which can 

thrive on neglect but becomes increasingly difficult 

to harvest and very painful!! If you are unaccustomed 

to fruit pruning, it can seem quite daunting to take 

your secateurs to your healthy looking bushes and cut 

them back but you will benefit from manageable 

plants and hopefully good crops.  
 

Fruit bushes can live for many years and although 

there is a lot written about early pruning, there seems 

to be little written down for when these plants reach 

maturity. The other difficulty is that they all need 

slightly different treatment. This is how I shall tackle 

mine. 
 

The gooseberry bush first. I grow my gooseberry 

bushes on a permanent frame i.e. I have let the plant 

grow 4 main branches and, from these, side shoots 

have developed. These side shoots will sometimes be 

allowed their own side shoots if enough room. 

Fruiting side shoots will be cut back to 2 or 3 buds. 

One bud to grow on and one bud to develop into 

fruit. 3 is a safety bud if anything gets damaged and 

depends if there is enough space. At this time of year 

there looks to be plenty of space but you must 

remember that the plant will be covered with leaves! 

I shall remove any growth from the middle of the 

plant that looks like it will grow vertically and block 

light coming into the middle of the plant. These 

shoots will be unproductive and block the light for 

more productive shoots. I always look carefully at the 

plant before cutting anything back and decide on any 

serious cutting back before I pick up the secateurs. 

It’s too late to change your mind later on! Walk 

around your plant whilst pruning to make sure it will 

look balanced. 
 

Blackcurrant bushes are different and have 3 years 

productive growth on them. Anything older than 

three years will probably be lanky and less 

productive and needs to be removed. When you look 

at your blackcurrant plant you will notice that the 

bark changes colour. It gets darker as it gets older. 

Three year growth is almost black. A good looking 

blackcurrant stem is strong and straight and looks 

vigorous. Sometimes, if two branches are close 

together, you have to choose one to give the other air 

and light. Don’t be afraid to cut one back. When 

cutting back, either go to a healthy stem part way 

down the branch or go back to the base leaving one 

or two small buds. Next year these will be stimulated 

to produce a new vigorous stem. Cut out at least one 

third of the bush but not much more. If I feel that 

there is a suitable young shoot to take over the 

position of an older stem next year, I shall leave it to 

develop; always be aware of the future. 
 

Whitecurrants and redcurrants do not need such 

vigorous pruning and grow productively on the same 

stem for more years. If a stem has become 

unproductive or is producing lots of fluffy side shoots 

then look for a new young shoot lower down on the 

main frame to grow on and next year take over that 

space. On any of these fruit bushes, remove stems 

that are broken or damaged or crossing. 
 

Raspberries fall into two categories - summer fruiting 

and autumn fruiting. Pruning is very different so 

make sure you know when they fruited before 

cutting. Summer fruiting raspberries fruit in June and 

July; after fruiting, the stem will die back and needs 

cutting out. It has done its job. Tie in the new stems 

which will mature through the rest of the year to 

produce next year’s raspberries. Autumn raspberries 

can appear from August onwards and produce fruit 

well into September and October. When they have 

finished, cut them down to 8 cms. They will produce 

new stems in the spring which will produce fruit that 

year. 
 

If in doubt, never be afraid to ask a more experienced 

friend. If there are two different ways of pruning, 

stick with one or your plant will become confused 

and not be productive. All fruit will appreciate a 

mulch with well matured compost or manure in the 

spring. They grow in one place for years and need the 

nutrients to be replenished for good results.  
 

I haven’t mentioned rhubarb. Clean the area around 

the crown and surround, but not cover, with well 

rotted manure. You might have new stems already 

showing. If your rhubarb is not very vigorous and it 

is young, do not pick it, give it some TLC and a year 

off! I don’t pick rhubarb for three years. After that it 

will repay you handsomely for many years. 
 

Well, Neville, plenty to be getting on with and lots 

more to be done next month, so get that soft fruit 

pruned when you get a chance.  

Happy Gardening! 

                                                   Lorraine Colebrook 
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 TARTS news 
 

 

 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

Recent walks: 

Saturday 7
th
 January 2017 

Nine TARTS and Scrumpy the dog set out for 

the first walk of 2017. The car park at Haddon 

Hill, our starting point, is quite high up on the 

eastern side of Exmoor and the weather didn't 

look too promising as we donned hats and 

gloves. Striding out over Haddon Hill towards 

the trig point it was decidedly misty and sadly 

denied us the views across to Wimbleball 

Lake. 

As we descended through the woods and into 

an old sunken green lane the mist gave the 

walk a very atmospheric quality. Haddon Lane 

is an ancient green lane leading into the hamlet 

of Bury. One could imagine all the people and 

horses that have used this lane over the 

centuries, the surface was worn to bedrock in 

many places and the high banks and trees on 

either side were further testament to its age.  

 

Bury is a charming tiny hamlet, with a ford and old 

stone bridge across the river Haddeo, and a church 

and school long since turned into private houses. 

 

From Bury we had a leisurely two mile walk 

alongside the river.  Stopping at a sheltered spot right 

by the river to enjoy lunch, we noticed that the mist 

had cleared and the weather had picked up. 

 

Leaving the river behind at another hamlet, Hartford, 

we climbed up to the dam at Wimbleball Lake. The 

dry autumn had certainly left its mark on the 

reservoir, with the water level looking really quite 

low for the time of year. We walked along the 

southern edge of the lake before a final short climb 

back to the car park. 

 

Future walks: 

 

Saturday 11
th
 February – led by Mike – a walk of 

around 5 miles taking in the Wellington monument. 

Saturday 18
th
 February – led by Jenny. 

Saturday 4
th
 March – leg by Royston. 

Saturday 18
th
 March – led by Graeme. 

 

All walks meet opposite the 

church at 0930, and are suitable 

for dogs unless otherwise stated. 

Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 

miles in length and longer walks 

6 – 9 miles, however precise 

details of each walk (length, 

gradient, lunch information etc) 

will be displayed approximately 

a week before the walk in the 

Old Post Office Window and on 

the village notice board. If you 

would like to be included on the 

email list contact Caroline 

(07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)  
                 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 7596212 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH. 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
         Secretary: Rachel Mildon, Treasurer: Rachel Parker. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324.  
     Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Vice Chair: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. 
Meetings: last Tuesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-
members welcome. 
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9am-11.45am &12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. 
  Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during  
                                                     term-time, at Thorverton Primary School site. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 17.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call for emergencies only on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 
 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 

We are now accepting new patients 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

We are currently accepting new patients and are happy to consider patients from out of area 

 
Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Nick 
Keysell 

Dr Jemima Ewart 
(GP Trainee) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if 
you prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 
 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00. 
                           Friday 08:30 - 17:00. 
 

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00.  
                            Friday 08.30 - 17:00. 
         There is now no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

On-line appointment booking.  
Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2017 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy      b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

Feb. 6
th
 and 20

th
      Feb. 13

th
 and 27

th
  

March 6
th
 and 20

th
      March 13

th
 and 27

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates  2017: 9
th
 February / 9

th
 March / 6

th
 April / 4

th
 May / 1

st
 & 29

th
 June/  

                       27
th
 July / 24

th
 August / 21

st
 September / 19

th
 October / 16

th
 November / 14

th
 December. 

 

 

Union Flag Flying days in January 
February 6

th
 : Anniversary of Her Majesty’s Accession 

 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs 

at 17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time 

only), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it 

is the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2017 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

FEBRUARY  
Fri 3

rd
  Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30 – 12 noon.  All welcome. 

Fri 3
rd

  Soup & Pudding Evening, 6.30 for 7.00. W I Hut. £5 from Sylv Gregory 860173. 

Tues 7
th
  WI 2.30pm. Janet East : Trials of Running a Small Rural Farm. WI Hut. 

Sat 11
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am 

Sat 11
th
  Bella a Cappella Supper Concert, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7 for 7.30.  Booking essential – see         

                                                                                                                                                      poster in magazine. 

Tues 14
th
 Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 16
th
  Blues Night at the Thorverton Arms. 

Sat 18
th
  Coffee Morning & Bring & Buy, Memorial Hall. 10-12 noon for Retired Greyhound Trust. 

Sat 18
th
             Annual Seed Share, Crediton Old Town Hall, 11am to 2pm.  See details in magazine. 

Sun 19
th
  Family Service at the Parish Church, 9.30 for 10am. 

Mon 20
th
  Upton Pyne & District Garden Club, Deborah Baker, photographer, Village Hall, 7.30. 

Fri 24
th 

              History Society, 7:30 WI Hut, Richard Holladay - History of Garton and King - an Exeter  

                                                                                             Foundry that can trace its trading history back to 1661. 

Sat 25
th
        WI Coffee Morning.  10-11am.  Coffee, bacon burgers, stalls.  WI Hut. 

 Pudding and Quiz Night Memorial Hall from 6.30pm 

 

MARCH  
Fri 3

rd
  Women’s World Day of Prayer, 11am, Baptist Church, followed by soup lunch. All welcome.  

Tues 7
th
  WI 2.30pm.  Don Archer : Chatsworth House.  WI Hut. 

Sat 11
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am 

Sat 18
th
  Lambing Day at Ratcliffe Farm - see the baby lambs, 10am to 6pm, donations to charity. 

Sat 18
th
  ‘Mr & Mrs’ evening.  Memorial Hall. 7.00pm 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, 7.30. WI Hut. Dr Peter Marsden – Exeter & London, a tale of two capital cities. 

Fri 24
th
  Supper with Alex Leger, author of Blue Peter, Brampford Speke Village Hall 7 for 7.30. £10. 

Sat 25
th 

WI Coffee Morning.  10-11am.  Coffee, bacon burgers, stalls.  WI Hut. 

Sat 25
th
  TADS March Madness, WI Hut from 7pm 

Tues 28
th
  Memorial Hall AGM. Memorial Hall.  8.00pm. All welcome. 

 

APRIL 

Tues 4
th
  WI 7.30pm. Nancy McInerny : Driving Government cars.  WI Hut. 

Tues 4
th
  Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.00, eyes down 7.30. 

Sat 8
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am 

Fri 28
th
  History Society, 7.30. WI Hut. Michael Parrott. Lwow Eagle Owls – Polish 307 Squadron who 

                                                                                    protected Exeter and SW England in WWII. 

Sat 25
th
  WI Coffee Morning.  10-11am.  Coffee, bacon burgers, stalls.  WI Hut. 

 

MAY 
Tues 2

nd
  WI 7.30pm.  AGM.  WI Hut. 

Tues 9
th
 – Sat 13

th
  East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Parish Church.  

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am 

Sat 20
th
  Pie and Quiz Night, Memorial Hall, 7.00 

Fri 26
th
  History Society, 7.30. WI Hut.  Julia Neville – Exeter’s First World War Hospitals. 

Sat 27
th
 May WI Coffee Morning.  10-11am.  Coffee, bacon burgers, stalls.  WI Hut. 

 

JUNE 
Tues 6

th
  WI 7.30pm. Devon Wild Life.  WI Hut. 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am 

Sat 24
th
 June WI Coffee Morning.  10-11am.  Coffee, bacon burgers, stalls.  WI Hut. 

 

JULY 
Sat 1

st
  Summer Ball, Memorial Hall. 

Tues 4
th
  WI 7.30pm.  Anne Dalton : Broken China.  WI Hut. 

Sat 8
th
  Fun Day, 11.00 – 4.00 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

