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Printers Barrie Phillips and Peter Mason 

At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
th

 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 

acknowledged, so if you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days, please assume not received. 
 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and pictures. 

 

Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

Focus reserves the right to refuse any advertisement or notice at its sole discretion for any reason 

whatsoever. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

 COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover:  Tree in blossom on Jubilee Green  

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to “Focus” 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
Well, it was indeed a lively Annual General Meeting 

for Focus in early-March.  Debate focused on the 

printed quality of the magazine, in particular the 

reproduction of photos.  For many years now we 

have relied on an ageing printing machine (and 

printers!).  While Barrie Phillips frequently gave 

assurances that the machine had years of service left 

in it, we were finding it hard to get replacement parts 

for what is, I understand, the last functioning 

machine of its kind in the country.   

 

So, with Peter Mason deciding that it was time for 

him to stop printing this summer, we were faced with 

a rather more pressing matter.  Peter has been a 

stalwart.  He has brought us his invaluable printing 

experience and an unflappable approach.  His 

resourcefulness and determination have saved the day 

on more than one occasion.  I am most grateful to 

Peter for his input to Focus. 

 

There was general agreement at the AGM that we 

should look to have Focus externally printed.  This 

was something that we had not pursued too 

vigorously before, given the availability of our 

machine and printers, and also mindful that most 

professional printing firms were not interested in the 

relatively small number of copies that we required.  It 

now appears that there may be some who would print 

a relatively small run.  Focus decisions are taken by 

the elected committee, so we have yet to confirm 

exactly what the new arrangement will be, but I can 

assure you that we are seriously looking at the 

options for outsourcing our printing from the 

summer.  Expect this to mean some increase in the 

cover price and also of the price for advertisements, 

but more on that when we have some details about 

costs.   

 

Much later in March – in fact too late to meet the 

official submission deadline! – I celebrated two 

things: news that I would be able to retire in the 

summer (giving me 

more time for editing 

Focus?!); and also my 

birthday.  My birthday 

evening was spent at 

the TADS March 

Madness event.  

Congratulations to 

those who entertained 

us for what was a very 

enjoyable evening.  I 

have included a photo 

taken by John Spivey 

(who else?) of the 

birthday boy.  (There 

are times when a 

slightly less than perfect reproduction of 

photographic images can be an advantage!).  A few 

of John’s photos of the TADS performers are also in 

Focus this month. 

 

The village has been looking great this spring with 

the daffodils at their best and primroses adorning the 

banks.  Roll on the spring.  

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Georgia & Tom Martin, Poole House, Raddon 
 

Christmas UNICEF collection 

Thank you very much to everyone who made a 

donation to our UNICEF collection at Christmas. We 

raised £89.82 which will help to support children in 

danger worldwide.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

From Jane Peyton-Jones & Pat Jones 
 

Raddon Winter Party 

Another successful Lunch Party was held in the 

Thorverton Memorial Hall on Sunday, 5
th
 March 

2017. 
  

Residents and Guests, spanning 90 years in age, 

enjoyed lovely pies, baked potatoes and salads, plus 

wonderful puddings, donated by everyone. 
  

Surplus funds of £60 have been donated to the 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust. 

 

 

 

From PCSO for Silverton, Bickleigh, Thorverton and 

Cadbury, Anna Roberts 
 

Update for the Thorverton Post Office burglary in 

2016 – the offender has been charged with the 

offence of Burglary and received 6 years 

imprisonment. 

 

 

 

From Annie Wills 

A massive thank you to everyone who sponsored me 

for the Age UK 10k run, which I completed on 19 

March in a time of 46 mins 21 seconds (the days of 

hiding in the Music block to avoid PE lessons seem a 

long time ago). I raised over £250 which will be used 

to help support older people in and around Exeter. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

From Anne Rawlings, Volunteer, RGT Homesafe 

Branch 
 

I just wanted to write and say a huge thank you to 

everyone in the village who supported our 

charity coffee morning on Saturday 18th March in 

aid of the Retired Greyhound Trust.   

 

I am delighted to say the event was a great success, 

and raised the fantastic total of £760 !!  My helpers 

and I felt that there was just such a happy atmosphere 

and we all really enjoyed meeting and chatting with 

so many lovely people.  We shall definitely be 

holding this event again next year - the hall is a 

lovely place to operate from - and with its large car 

park and central village location it does have a great 

deal to offer.   

 

All the money we have raised will be allocated by the 

Trust directly to the Russet Greyhound Sanctuary 

Camborne, where Sandra Deacon and her helpers 

have kennels for up to 28 greyhounds.  Last year they 

rehomed 117 dogs, a record since they first set up the 

Sanctuary about 10 years ago!  Approximately 9000 

greyhounds are retired from the racetracks EVERY 

YEAR at only 2-4 years of age, so they are still 

young dogs, with plenty of life left in them.  Most 

retired racers have lived exclusively in kennels, but 

they adapt quickly and easily to living in a home. 

They are often described as a "low maintenance" 

dog, as they do not require a large amount of exercise 

and most have been already trained to walk calmly 

beside you on a slack lead.  They are placid and 

usually very good with children, as you will have 

seen at the coffee morning where they were 

thoroughly enjoying being cuddled by the children 

who attended the event!   

 

Sadly, many of them are just seen by their owners as 

money making machines - and almost a decade ago 

an investigation by a national newspaper revealed 

that once greyhounds were no longer able to make 

money for their owners, they were being killed "to 

order" and dumped in a mass grave. Government 

regulations were introduced in 2010 to address these 

problems, but are still woefully inadequate.  So -

 homes are always needed and if anyone is interested 

in adopting, fundraising or learning more, I shall be 

more than happy to meet you!  

 

Once again, my grateful thanks to everyone who so 

very generously supported our cause. 

 

 

 

From Michele Batchelor 
 

Just wanted to say thank you to all at Ratcliffe Farm 

for the open lambing day on Saturday 18
th
 March. It 

was such a great experience and we learnt a lot about 

lambing. We saw three lambs actually being born and 

got to cuddle some too. So thank you very much for 

such a memorable afternoon.  

 

 

 

From John Spivey, Chairman, TMGT 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green 
 

The Green continues to evolve (and, hopefully, 

expand - watch this space!).  Dogs are welcome, so 
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long as owners clean up after them. Children (and 

adults) can play in the stream. A small band of 

volunteers - the FoTMiGs (Friends of Thorverton 

Millennium Green) - spend a couple of hours each 

month (usually the 4th Saturday of the month at 

11am) doing maintenance work, strimming nettles, 

thistles and brambles, pruning branches, repairing 

stepping stones, etc. We are very grateful to Hank 

Jones for mowing the paths and play area.  Once a 

year the long grass is harvested for animal fodder. 

The wildflower area is organised by a few of our 

trustees. 
 

We are always looking for new volunteers to help 

with keeping the Green in good condition for 

everyone to enjoy. At the end of February we hoped 

to have had many helpers to prune the willows. 

Disappointingly, only 4 of us were available. We 

worked hard for 2 hours and produced many bundles 

of useful switches. We would like to encourage more 

of you to join us for an hour or so when you have 

some spare time. Don't be shy; you will be made very 

welcome! 
 

We are having our Annual General Meeting at the 

Exeter Inn on Thursday, 27th April at 7.30pm. If you 

have any suggestions for improvements to the Green, 

please join us at the meeting or email me 

(jfspivey@yahoo.com). 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 THORVERTON MILLENIUM GREEN TRUSTEES 
 

will be holding their 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

in the Exeter Inn 
 

at 7:30pm on Thursday 27th April

 

 

 

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

PARKING IN THORVERTON VILLAGE CENTRE 

Residents of Thorverton are kindly requested to give due consideration to other road users, to pedestrians 

and to general public safety, when parking anywhere in the village. 

The Parish Council fully appreciates the difficulties of village parking and would ask that driveways are not 

blocked and, where possible, parking on pavements is avoided or that sufficient space is left on the inside of 

a pavement for public access. 

Thank you. Thorverton Parish Council 

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

mailto:jfspivey@yahoo.com
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Committee  Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

Apology 
We are very sorry that we 

had to cancel the ‘Mr & Mrs’ 

game evening on 18
th
 March. 

Unfortunately, as it got near 

to the scheduled date, it 

became clear that, although a 

few brave couples had 

volunteered to take part, 

there was no great interest or 

enthusiasm to attend.  

Without a reasonable 

audience we decided it was better to cancel.  We 

apologise particularly to the few who had agreed to 

participate.  The Hall Committee tries to offer a 

varied program and recently there has been excellent 

support for the various hall events but this time we 

had to admit defeat.   
 

But there are some exciting things planned for 

later in the year!  
 

Further events for 2017 
 

Tuesday 4
th

 April 

 Easter Bingo  

Doors open 7.00, eyes down 7.30. 

Come and enjoy the fun.  All welcome. 

                         * * * * * 

Saturday 20
th

 May 

Pie and Quiz Night, 7.00 
* * * * * 

Saturday 1
st
 July 

Summer Ball 

* * * * * 

Saturday 8
th

 July 
Fun Day, 11.00 – 4.00 

* * * * * 

Further information about these events and others 

later in the year will appear in Focus and on the hall 

notice boards, but please make a note of the dates in 

your diary now! 

 

Pianos – free to take away 

The Memorial Hall has two pianos that it wishes to 

dispose of.  One is electronic, the other is an upright 

which will need retuning. They are offered free to 

take away. If you are interested in either please 

contact Mike Shelton to arrange to view them: 

michaelshelton232@btinternet.com;   tel. 861027. 

 

 

March Saturday Market Draw results 
1

st
. prize: chicken dinner, Vivian Day;  

2
nd

 prize: bottle of wine, Judy Bright;  

3
rd

 prize: box of chocolates, Jackie Page;  

4
th
 prize: box of biscuits, Bob Hyde. 

 

 

Memorial Hall Committee members 

Sarah Addicott (tel. 860818), Mike Baldwin 

(860853), Roseanne Benn (860768), Roger 

Fieldhouse (860768), Jeff Grace (860489), John 

Hodge (860088), Clare Heaven-Roberts (861399), 

Bob Hyde (860354), Colin Marshall (861228), 

Shirley Moore (860481), David Reygate (860332), 

Mike Shelton (861027). 

 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk   f. thorverton 

memorial hall 

 

COMPANION DOG 

SHOW 
Saturday 8th July 2017 

 

TO BE HELD AT 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 
 

in aid of 

The Memorial Hall 
 

JUDGING STARTS AT 2.00pm 

ENTRIES TAKEN FROM 1.00pm 
 

JUDGE: Joan Kidley 

~~~~~~~~~ 
CLASSES  £1 per class 

     Class   1    Best Puppy (up to 12 months) 
     Class   2    Most Handsome Dog  
     Class   3    Prettiest Bitch 
     Class   4    Best Rescue 
     Class   5    Best Veteran Over 7 years 
     Class   6    Most Appealing Eyes 
     Class   7    Best Crossbreed 
     Class   8    Best Junior Handler (Up to 14 yrs) 
     Class   9    Waggiest Tail 
     Class 10    Best Condition 
     Class 11    Best Trick 
     Class 12    Fastest Bonio Eater 
                                   

     Rosettes 1-6 and specials for children.  
     BEST IN SHOW   
     (Winners from classes 1 to 12) 

 

mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 14/03/17. The latest meeting minutes  

can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane or on  

the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

11
th

 April 2017 at Thorverton Memorial Hall at 7.30pm  

and all are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Planning matters – to view planning documentation go to: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

Planning Decisions received to the date of the meeting – there were no local applications: 

 16/00282/FULL Erection of an agricultural managers dwelling and detached garage at Carwithen, 

Thorverton. APPROVED. 

 16/01985/FULL Retention of change of use of land for car sales at Speedway Garage, Rewe. GRANTED. 

 17/00182/CAT Notification of intention to reduce limbs of 1 Oak tree by 2m and fell 2 Acacia trees within 

a Conservation Area at 7 Silver Street, Thorverton. No objections 
 

Does Thorverton need a new Cemetery? Have your say at the Thorverton Annual Parish Meeting on 03/05/17 

As the Parochial Church Council has no future plans to extend the existing Churchyard when closed, the PC now 

have to decide whether to create and run a new parish Cemetery or to spend the saved funding of £30,000 for 

additional burial ground on an alternative project. What do you think? The PC want to know your views so why not 

come along to the Thorverton Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 3
rd

 May, 7.30pm, at the Thorverton Memorial 

Hall and have your say? Refreshments are included! Alternatively please contact the Clerk, or a Councillor, with 

your comments. 

 

Bird box making at the Thorverton Memorial Hall Saturday Market on 8
th

 April 2017 

At the April Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall the PC will be hosting a bird box making event and all are 

invited to join in – it’s free so why not? The bird boxes will be put up in the new wildlife garden at the Recreation 

Ground.  

 

Smartwater – an invisible marker for internal and external property supported by the Police 

The PC have some Smartwater kits for sale at £10 each for the benefit of local residents. This product enables you 

to mark possessions kept both inside and outside and if ever stolen and recovered the Police will be able to trace the 

item back to your post code! Contact the Clerk for more information. 

 

Affordable Homes at Court Barton Close 

The PC would urge any local person interested in the affordable housing at Court Barton Close to complete an 

application form on-line at Devon Home Choice as soon as possible. An update from the Developer has confirmed 

that the affordable homes will be ready for occupation from June this year. 

  

Repairs to Thorverton Bridge 

It is expected that the bridge will now only be closed for 2 – 3 weeks and that traffic lights will be used in order to 

keep the bridge open for as long as possible. Details of the diversion routes and Public Meeting are pending.   

 

DCC Highways – village matters 

Following a site meeting with DCC Highways in February the following has now been agreed:  

 Jericho Street - a road sign restricting access for large vehicles will be erected as a warning to drivers. 

 30mph signs – existing signs in Dinneford Street, on Lynch Road and towards Raddon will be moved 

further out of the village to slow drivers down earlier. 

 School Lane – the road will be surfaced dressed this summer which will remove the existing zig zag lines 

and new zig zag lines will be painted nearer to the Bullen Street junction for safety reasons. 

 Secure storage for Handyman tools and equipment – do you have a spare garage or secure store the PC 

could use or rent? If so please contact the Clerk with the details. 

https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
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Notice Board  
 

Temporary Traffic Notice 

Road heading east from Little Raddon Cross, 

Thorverton, to enable replacement of telegraph pole 

to restore customer service. 
 

From Tues 30 May to Thurs 1 June (dates inclusive 

for a max of 5 days) between 09:30 and 15:30 except 

for access.  

For additional information contact: A PLANT LUX  

Telephone: 03700 500 792.  Ref: TTRO1720129. 

 
 

THORVERTON CHURCH  

CHOIR     ♫ 
 
If you like singing and choral music and would like 

to be a valued member of our community’s church 

choir regularly supporting church services, then 

you’d be most welcome to join us. Why not come to 

hear us sing one Sunday or come along to a Thursday 

practice just to try it out?   

We have around 20 regular members of all ages and 

extras join us for our Christmas carol service. Do 

contact me for more information. 

 

Thursday Practices at Thorverton Church   

7.45 – 9.00pm : Apr 12th (WED.)   Apr 27th 

 

Sunday Services with Choir  
Apr  2nd       Communion Service 9.30am 
Apr 16th   Family Communion Easter Sunday 9.30am 
Apr 30th        Mission Community Service  
 JOINT CHOIRS here at Thorverton Church 10.00am 

 

CONTACT :  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419  

 heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 

 

Welcome Café 
 

The Welcome Café will open its doors again on  

 

Monday 6
th

 March from 2.30 pm  

in the WI Hut.   

Come and join us for tea, cake and a chat.  

Anyone welcome. 
 
 

SFH Supporters Club 
 

Easter Bingo 
 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

Monday 10th April 
 

Doors Open 7.15pm 
 

Eyes Down 8pm 
 

 

 

 
 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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TCT LTD NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

(your local BANK) 
 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 
 

offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, Easter cards, 

posting and packing materials, health lottery 

tickets, phone top-ups, laundry service, 

photocopying – helpful, friendly service. 
  

EASY PARKING 
 

TCT Shop 

     Mon – Fri  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

    Sat  8.00 – 12.00  Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 
 

Thorverton Post Office 

      Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

     Sat  9.00 – 12.00 
 

 

 

EAST DEVON ARTS 

FESTIVAL AT 

THORVERTON CHURCH   
Tues May 9th – Sat 13th inc. 

 

People have been asking about dates, what’s happening 
this year, what they can help with, etc. so here they are : 
 

April onwards - help needed putting up posters locally and 
further afield and with preparing the catalogue and labels. 
 

Art boards put up on Wed May 3
rd

. 
 

Church prepared Thurs and Fri 4
th
 and 5

th
. 

 

Art and craft received on Sat 6th (setting out begun). 
 

Art and craft hung and set out on Sun 7
th
 (& Mon 8

th
). 

 

Cleaning, tidying, final tweaking Mon 8
th
. 

 

Assembling/stapling the catalogue Mon 8
th
. 

 

Manning the desk, stewarding, selling cake and Grand 
Draw tickets from Tue 9

th
 – Sat 13

th. 

 

Dismantling the exhibition, checking out art and craft, 
clearing up on Sat 13

th
 from 4.00 onwards. 

  
We’d love to have you on board, indeed it won’t happen 
properly without lots of people ‘pitching in’. 
  

Royston Kershaw, Jean Brown and I are masterminding 
the art and craft together with Paddy Milford and others in 
the art team. 
 

Tina Ayre is heading the refreshments team – see below. 
 

Ed Greed and Peter Colebrook usually manage the 
‘heavies’ team putting boards etc. up on the 3

rd
 and then 

dismantling it all late on Sat 13
th
. 

  

Do contact me or other relevant people if you’d like to 
know more or to reassure us that there are people out 
there to help us do the job! 
  

If anyone would like to organise other fund-raising 
events in aid of the church either around the same time 
or before or after, then do let Royston and Ed (church 
wardens) know.  
 

With very many thanks in advance, 
 Heather Kershaw  860419 
 

The Arts Festival (Church Week) May 9
th

 – 14
th

 is 

nearly upon us. Here are some ways you can help:-   
 

For those who give us money donations to help us get 

started with purchasing food, cash or cheques (made 

out to Thorverton Parish Church) can be left with 

Marg Maynard at 3, Bullens Street. 860661.   
  

For offers of help or donations of food please get in 

touch with me (Tina Ayre) on 860434. At the end of 

April there will be a "kitchen helpers rota list" in the 

back of the Church, for you to fill in.   

Get in touch with me if you have any new ideas for 

this year. Any help will be really appreciated.   Tina. 
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Please help raise funds for Silverton Link Up 

at 
 

DOREEN'S PLANT SALE 
 

SILVERTON COMMUNITY HALL 
(Dorothy Granger Room) 

 

SATURDAY 13
th

 MAY 
 

9.00am – 12.00 noon 
 

Coffee / Tea 
 

Cake Stall 
 

Raffle 
 

Garden Theme Table 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients 

 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are 

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area.  If you require transport contact 

one of the drivers mentioned above, giving them as 

much notice as possible.   

If you use the service a realistic donation towards the 

drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  Payment is 

paid direct to the driver who issues a receipt.  It may 

not always be possible to arrange a lift, as all our 

drivers are volunteers and cannot be expected to turn 

out on every occasion, although they will do their 

best. 

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571. 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk 
 

PIANOS –  

FREE TO TAKE AWAY 

The Memorial Hall has two pianos that have 

been languishing for some years at the back 

of the stage. One is electronic, the other is 

an upright which will need retuning. They 

are free to take away.  

If you wish to view contact: 

michaelshelto232@btinternet.com;    

tel. 861027. 

Thorverton and District History Society 

The Lwów Eagle 
Owls 

 
 

A talk about the Polish night 
fighter squadron that fought to 

defend Exeter during the Second 
World War. 

By Michael Parrott 

Friday 28 April 2017 
7.30pm 

Thorverton WI Hut 
Non-members welcome.   

£2.00 at the door 
 

mailto:michaelshelto232@btinternet.com


Focus on Thorverton   Vol. 48 No 4 April 2017 

 

16
th

 Sunnymead Gas-Up 
Sunday 7th May 2017 

Thorverton, Nr Exeter 10am to 4pm 
 

Vintage & Classic Cars + Tractors + 

Motorcycles + Stationary Engines + 

Miniature Steam 
 

Featuring 100 years of Ford/Fordson 

Tractors 
 

If you have an exhibit that you would like to 

display, just bring it along  from 10am onwards 
 

The event is supported by: 

Mid Devon Tractor, Machinery & Engine Group 

East Devon Tractor, Machinery & Engine Club 

Devon Ford & Fordson Association 

 
There will be a Bouncy Castle, Tombola, 

Draw, Refreshments, Hockin's Ice Cream 

and a Bric-a-brac Stall 

 

Live music from Lenny & Lime (from 11am) 

 

Wanted : Bric-a-brac and Draw Prizes or 

anything you can think of to raise money 
 

Entry is by donation, with all money 

raised divided between Thorverton 

Surgery and Devon Air Ambulance 
___________________________________________ 

Bingo 
Saturday 6

th
 May 

Don’t miss our ‘Barn Bingo’ on the 

Saturday evening at 7pm 

Everyone welcome 
_______________________________________

____ 
How to find us: 

We are on the Raddon Road to the west of 

Thorverton Village - the first entrance on the right 

past the recreation field. 

 

Enquiries: 

June Lee – 01392 860317 

Mike Lee – 01392 861449 (after 5-30pm) 

 

This year marks the centenary of the Fordson tractor, 

with commemorative events planned throughout the 

world. The use (and loss) of millions of farm horses 

in the battlefields of the First World War placed great 

strain on agriculture at home. In America Henry Ford 

was applying his Model T car mass production 

systems to tractor manufacture, with most early 

production meeting UK demand. 

 

One of the first UK events celebrating a 100 years of 

the Fordson Model F tractor is on our doorstep in 

Thorverton, with the Annual Lee Family’s charity 

Gas-Up at Sunnymead on Sunday 7
th
 May. Last 

year’s good weather and record attendance resulted 

in over £1,700 being raised for two local charities. 

Later in May (18-20
th
) Westpoint is host to the 

Devon County Show and, appropriately, a return of 

the Parade of Tractors and Vintage Machinery to the 

Main Ring each day. 

 BP 
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Fursdon House, Cadbury, Devon, EX5 5JS 
 

Come and visit one of Devon’s oldest family homes.  Stroll in grounds and lovely walled garden. 
Delicious home baking in the Coach Hall Tea Room. 

 

Gardens and Tea Room open Bank Holiday Mondays, and Wednesdays & Thursdays  
from Easter Monday to end September, 2-5pm.  House tours in June, July and August. 

 

Annual Garden Season tickets for just £6 
 

Special Open Sundays in April, May, June & August celebrating the countryside 
NGS weekends in June and September 

 

See www.fursdon.co.uk for more information or call 
 01392 860860 

See also for details of our lovely holiday accommodation. 

 
 

 
Upton Pyne Garden Club  outing to 

The Lost Gardens of Heligan 
We are organising a coach trip on Wednesday 31st May to  

the Lost Gardens of Heligan in Cornwall. 
 

The cost of the trip is £20 to include the travel and entry to the gardens,  
and non-members are welcome to join us. 

 

Anyone interested please contact Jilly at 
jillyevents@dovecote.eclipse.co.uk 

or 01392 851634 for details. 

 
 
 

 

You are invited to have your say at: 

The Thorverton Annual Parish Meeting 
On Wednesday 3

rd
 May 2017, 7.30pm, 

at Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

Thorverton Churchyard will soon be full and there will be no room for new graves. 

The Parish Council, over the past 6 years, have saved £30,000 for a new Cemetery. 

Do you agree that the Parish Council should go ahead with providing a new Cemetery? 

If not how do you think the money should be spent? 

Your views as a parishioner are very important so come along to the meeting and be heard. 

The evening will also include details on the new Hulk Lane bridleway and 

the affordable housing at Court Barton Close. 

Refreshments included! 

Enquiries: Clerk, Thorverton Parish Council, t.01392 861228 or e.thorvertonpc@gmail.com 
 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
mailto:jillyevents@dovecote.eclipse.co.uk
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BIRD BOX MAKING AT THE THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL  
COME AND MAKE A BIRD BOX FOR THE  

THORVERTON RECREATION GROUND WILDLIFE GARDEN 

SATURDAY 8TH APRIL 2017 from 9.30am – 11.30am 

FREE EVENT – MATERIALS AND TUITION KINDLY PROVIDED BY 

JERRY AND ANN PARKINSON 

ENQUIRIES: The Clerk, Thorverton Parish Council, 

t. 01392 861228 or e.thorvertonpc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Greater Exeter Strategic Plan Consultation 
  

The local authorities of East Devon, Exeter, Mid Devon and Teignbridge in partnership with Devon County 

Council are working together to prepare the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan (GESP). This formal statutory document 

will provide the overall spatial strategy and level of housing and employment land to be provided up to 2040. 

Please visit www.gesp.org.uk for more information.  CONSULTATION ENDS ON 10 APRIL. 

  

Engagement with stakeholders and communities will be critical to the success of the Plan. At this first stage, the 

authorities are consulting on an initial ‘issues document’ which, after setting out some background information, 

looks to explain the scope and content of the plan as well as describing the key issues facing the Greater Exeter 

area. This early stage of consultation is designed to stimulate debate and the local planning authorities are seeking 

your views on the scope and content of the plan as well as the key issues facing your area. 

http://www.gesp.org.uk/
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Upton Pyne and District Garden 

Club 
 

Chairman Mrs June Nicks; Show secretary Mrs Chris 

Grundy, tel: 851970 

 

FLOWER SHOW 
 

SATURDAY APRIL 22nd 2017 
 

Upton Pyne Village Hall,  2.00 to 4.00 pm 
 

           Free entry, teas and cakes, raffle. 

Entries to be brought in the morning between 

10.00 and 12.00  
 

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
 

Please read carefully and make sure that your entries 

match the description. Only one entry in each class.  
 

1.  Daffodils or narcissi, 5 cut blooms in a vase, can  

     be mixed. 
 

2.  3 tulips in a vase. 
 

3.  Collection of spring flowers in a bowl or vase.  
 

4.  One stem each of three different foliage shrubs,  

     maximum width 18 inches and height 24 inches. 
 

5.  One potted flowering plant –  

     section (a) indoor, section (b) outdoor. 
 

6.  One flowering head of a rhododendron in a  

     container. 
 

7.  Single camellia in a container. 
 

8.  Table centre decoration, may include non-plant  

     material, 12” overall. 
 

9.  One stem each of three flowering shrubs,  

     maximum width 18 inches and height 24 inches.  
 

10. One stem or branch of a flowering shrub or  

      climber. 
 

11. Spray or small bunch of flowers to be judged  

      for scent. 
 

12. Single stem of any flower or plant, indoor or 

      outdoor, not already in other classes. 
 

13. Cactus or succulent.  
 

14. A miniature arrangement, maximum overall  

      size 4.5 inches. 
 

15. Arrangement of fresh flowers in an unusual 

      container. 
 

16. Adults - a miniature garden arranged on a  

      dinner plate. 
 

17. Children -  a miniature garden arranged on a  

      dinner plate. 

 

HOMECRAFT CLASSES 
 

18.  Jam-filled victoria sandwich - own recipe. 
 

19.  Savoury scones - own recipe. 
 

20.  Children’s entry - fairy cakes or oat crunchies. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY CLASSES 
 

Maximum size of entry A5 - approx. 6 x 8 inches 

including mount. No framed photos please. 
 

21.  Adult - Tree bark or shadow(s). 
 

22.  Children’s entry - picture or photograph of “My 

       Favourite Flower” 

 

 

 

Thorverton Football Club 
The season nears its end with, as I write this, Thorverton lying second in Division 4 and with an unbeaten home 

record in the league.  They are top scorers in their division, having netted 75 this season in just 20 league games. 

 

Do come and support the club in its final fixtures this season.  They play at the Rec off Raddon Road. 

 

The home fixtures in April are: 

 

Sat 1
st
 v Otterton 

Sat 15
th
 v Dawlish (Slee Cup) 

Sat 22
nd

 v Priory 

 

Thorverton Cricket Club 
 

I intend giving the cricket club far greater coverage this season.  Home matches in April are pre-season friendlies 

on 15
th
 and 16

th
 April.  Match reports on any games would be most welcomed.
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Church Services and News 
APRIL 2017 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

Sunday 2 April Lent 5 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led 

10:00 am Service of the Word  Poltimore Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon                     Lay Led & KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

 

Sunday 9 April Palm Sunday  

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham    KC 

09:30 am Open   Thorverton      

10:00 am Walk of Witness  Stoke Canon Church and Chapel  

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe LF 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne KC 

 

13 April Maundy Thursday   Mission Community Service 
7:00 pm Holy Communion in a simple supper [C] Brampford Speke Village Hall KC & HW 

 

14 April Good Friday 

10:00 am All Age Worship  Stoke Canon                       Lay Led & KC 

11:15 am Good Friday Meditation  Rewe KC 

11:15 am Good Friday Meditation  Upton Pyne                             G Sheppard 

02:00 pm Stations of the Cross  Newton St Cyres  KC 

 

Sunday 16 April Easter Day  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres MSS 

09:30 am Family Communion  [C] Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke HW 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  KC 

   Joint Service with Huxham  

11:15 am Holy Communion by Extension [C] Rewe LF 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne MSS 

03:00 pm Service TBC  Netherexe  KC 

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon KC 

 

Sunday 23 April Easter 2  

09:30 am Sunday Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion & APCM [C] Newton St Cyres KC 

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am  Service of the Word  Upton Pyne Lay Led  

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church BOF 

   Joint with Parish Church 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer & APCM [BCP] Cadbury                            Lay Led & KC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham Lay Led  

 

Sunday 30 April Easter 3 Mission Community Services 

10:00 am Family Service   Thorverton                        Lay Led & KC 

 Followed by refreshments 

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon KC 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of   

    young children especially in mind.  They are informal and   

  contemporary in style often including a children’s activity at the  

  beginning; without communion and are led by lay teams.  

  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by  

  refreshments. 

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without 

Holy Communion, are contemporary in style and are often 

followed by refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, 

and the timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form 

of Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for 

location. 

 

Variations:  No Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres on Mondays during Lent, Pilgrim’s course instead. 

  No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon 3
rd

, 10
th

 or 17
th

 April. 
 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross  Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 
 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 
 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

01392 860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Annual Meetings for your Parish 
The Meeting of Parishioners elects the 
churchwardens of the parish.  It is open to (i) all 
residents of the parish who are listed as such on a 
register of local government electors, and (ii) non-
residents whose names are on the Church Electoral 
Roll for the parish. 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
immediately following the Meeting of Parishioners is 
open to all members of the Church Electoral Roll for 
the parish.  It chooses representatives for the parish 
in church councils and synods, receives the annual 
accounts of the Parochial Church Council, and 
reviews the life and work of the local church over 
the preceding year.  Please plan to attend these 
important and informative annual meetings for your 
parish. 
Brampford Speke: Thursday 27 April 7:00 pm in 
                                                Brampford Speke church.  
Cadbury:  Sunday 23 April following 5:00 pm Evening                                                               
                                                                                  Prayer. 
Newton St Cyres with Cowley:  Sunday 23 April  
                                                following 9:30 am service. 
Poltimore with Huxham:  Monday 3 April, 2:00 pm 
                                                               Huxham Church. 
Rewe with Netherexe: Sunday 9 April following  
                                                            11:15 am service. 
Stoke Canon: Saturday 29 April 12 noon, Stoke  
                                                                    Canon Church. 
                                                                               service. 
Thorverton: Monday 24 April 7:30 pm Thorverton 
                                                                               Church. 
Upton Pyne: Tuesday 28 March 7:30 pm Upton Pyne 
                                                                           village hall. 
  

 

Parish Letter 
More than chocolate? 
 

In the church year we are now in the season of 

Easter.  When you read this we will soon be 

celebrating the great festival of Easter – the most 

important festival in the church year.  What does 

Easter mean to you? 
 

When I think of Easters past I think of hot cross buns, 

family get-togethers, Easter egg hunts in the garden 

and feeling slightly sick through eating too much 

chocolate.  In my memory it is always sunny! 
 

The Easter of the present is of course quite a busy 

time of year for me and for my clergy colleagues.  

After our Lenten observances we definitely “go up a 

gear” in church over Easter, celebrating the events of 

Palm Sunday, remembering the Last Supper and  the 

arrest and crucifixion of Jesus, before rejoicing in his 

resurrection on that glorious first Easter morning.  

But Easter eggs still feature strongly in my Easter of 

the present as I watch young children (and the young 

at heart) search for them in the churchyard after the 

Easter service and – yes – I still eat far too much 

chocolate myself! 
 

And what about Easter in the future?  Well, Easter is 

all about the future, of course. It is because of Easter 

that we have a future.  The amazing events we 

celebrate at Easter, the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, mean we are assured of eternal life with 

a God who loves us.  The whole of the Easter 

message is about hope for the future.   
 

The season of Eastertide lasts until the day of 

Pentecost. I hope that throughout this joyous season, 

long after all the chocolate is finished, we may look 

to the future with confidence and hope as we 

continue to celebrate Christ’s resurrection. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Easter blessings to you all. 

Sue Sheppard 

 

 
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request? 

If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday between 
10.00 and 12 noon when I will be happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 
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Baptist Church  
 

The manifesto of the Messiah 
 

There has been much discussion in the media 

recently about manifestos.  Theologians often refer to 

the Nazareth manifesto of Luke chapter 4, which was 

faithfully carried out.  As is the nature of manifestos, 

it was a declaration of intent.  Jesus was setting out 

very clearly, at the beginning of his public ministry, 

what it was he was going to accomplish.  He did so at 

a synagogue service in his home town, as the duly 

appointed preacher for that day, after announcing his 

chosen text from the prophet Isaiah.  The opening 

words of his sermon were: "Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing." 
 

There was an air of great expectancy among the 

congregation as people wondered what he meant by 

that and how he was going to develop his train of 

thought.  At first there was admiration among the 

people because of his gracious words, admiration 

mixed with astonishment as they wondered how a 

young local man with no theological training was 

able to speak in such a compelling way.  He wasn't 

like the boring old Rabbis they were used to hearing 

and neither did he sound like a cynical politician 

from Jerusalem.  What Jesus had to say was always 

fresh, living, inspirational, charismatic. 
 

On this occasion he was claiming to be a new Isaiah, 

one anointed with the authority of the Holy Spirit, 

which allowed him to make very specific claims, as 

the prophet had hundreds of years previously.  The 

first claim was that he was bringing good news for 

the poor, the gospel message that there was hope for 

all.  That is a claim which is valid today.  Whatever 

our circumstances or the degradation of our past lives 

we can know forgiveness because of his sacrifice for 

us on the cross.  He paid the price so that we do not 

have to pay it.  The "poor" in this context probably 

means not those who have no money but rather the 

poor in spirit, those who recognise their need and 

their spiritual poverty.  That is good news indeed. 
 

There is likewise good news for prisoners, not so 

much those who are literally behind bars but those 

who are spiritually in bondage and need freeing.  

Indeed, freedom, or liberation, is the basic meaning 

of the great theological term of salvation.  Charles 

Wesley expressed the thought powerfully: 
 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 

Fast bound in sin and nature's night. 

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light. 

My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth and followed thee. 
 

The third claim of this manifesto is that this good 

news gives sight to the blind.  Jesus did literally heal 

blind people on more than one occasion but he is 

most likely referring here to people who at first could 

not see the truth of the gospel, who were blind to its 

implications until their eyes were opened to spiritual 

truth. 
 

To resume, Jesus is announcing his future programme 

in terms of three pictures, or images.  The millionaire 

and the pauper, while unenlightened, are considered 

likewise as being in spiritual poverty.  We are 

probably not in prison literally but we may be so 

spiritually, in which case we need freedom.  Our eyes 

might function perfectly well but if we are incapable 

of seeing spiritual truth then we are spiritually blind 

and need the eyes of our understanding to be opened. 
 

Jesus wants to lift us out of our poverty, free us from 

our prison cell and open our blind eyes.  He is able to 

do all that.  That is why he came.  His manifesto is 

one we can rely on.  He will not go back on it.       
                                              

   Maurice Harrison 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

March 2017 WI Meeting 

Don Archer told us the fascinating story of Joseph 

Paxton’s journey from Chatsworth to Crystal Palace.   
 

Joseph, was born in 1801, the fifth son of a tenant 

farmer in Bedford.  He began his working life as a 

farm labourer.  He moved from farm work to garden 

work where he was given the opportunity to build a 

lake, which pleased him immensely as he had a great 

interest in water.  He took a job as assistant gardener 

for Chiswick Horticultural Society, and then became 

gardener for Lord Burlington, who had a house with 

a garden running down to the river.  Lord Burlington 

delighted Joseph when he told him that this house 

was in fact his ‘holiday cottage’ and that his real 

house was in the north – Chatsworth!!   
 

He had seen Joseph’s skills and invited him to ‘sort 

out’ the garden at Chatsworth.  His first task was to 

rebuild a cascade of water where each step was to be 

of a different length and material so that the water 

played a tune as it cascaded down.   
 

Lord Burlington returned from a holiday and wanted 

to grow plants he had brought, so Joseph made a 

conservative wall using hot water pipes and canvas 

and they were then able to grow Camellias.  Another 

task for Joseph was to build a conservatory for 

tropical plants – he put a giant stove in the basement 

and designed a roof of glass with ridges and furrows, 

which provided light and shade together.  Another 

time Joseph remembered how Lord Burlington 

resented being able to see the village workhouses 



Focus on Thorverton   Vol. 48 No 4 April 2017 

 

from Chatsworth, so he offered to shift the village – 

which he did, he built houses around the other side of 

the house.   
 

Joseph Paxton moved on in life using his design 

skills.  In 1851, Prince Albert wanted an exhibition 

centre for good ideas to be built in Hyde Park, and so 

Paxton set to work and produced the lily leaf design, 

used earlier at Chatsworth, for glass roofs.  He helped 

with the building of this centre, where he 

incorporated cast iron and glass to make pre-

fabricated glass units.  Prince Albert was delighted 

with this structure and Paxton was given a 

knighthood.  In 1854, this building was taken to 

pieces and relocated on Crystal Hill, where it became 

the Great Exhibition Centre for people with good 

ideas.   
 

Sir Joseph Paxton took on a large number of other 

projects including working on the layout of public 

parks and developing projects for Kew.  He became 

wealthy through successful speculation in the 

railways, and his Paxtonian Lily design can still be 

seen in the roofs of St. Pancreas and Manchester 

Central Stations, the two ends of the Midland 

Railway.  He later became a publisher and then 

Liberal MP for Coventry.  He died in1865 and was 

buried in St. Peter’s Churchyard, Edensor, on the 

Chatsworth estate. 
 

Next month, April, Nancy McInerny will tell us 

about The Government Car Service.  New members, 

guests, or anyone interested will be most welcome.  

The meeting will begin at 7.30 pm. 

 
 

Good News re Hulk Lane 
 

Due to a unique local geological formation, Hulk 

Lane (that cuts from Exe bridge towards Brampford 

Speke in the Exe Valley) in the Parish of Thorverton 

is subject to land slippage and part of this highway 

has been "Lost" for a number of years due to a large 

landslip in 2013.  A small action group, slickly 

named(!) TABSCAP (Thorverton and Brampford 

Speke Community Action Project) was formed to 

work in partnership with Devon County Council to 

explore different ways of how this asset could 

possibly be returned to the community. 
 

As you can imagine, although this is not the first time 

a slip has occurred in Hulk Lane (an earlier slip 

happened in 2003), in these times of severely reduced 

government funding, it is not difficult to imagine that 

a large repair on a small road such as Hulk Lane falls 

so far down the DCC Highways investment priority 

lists as to be almost invisible.  
 

TABSCAP therefore concluded that if DCC 

highways could be convinced to retain their 

commitments towards maintenance that they may 

also be convinced of the arguments to repair the 

slippage and rebuild the damaged part as a multi-use 

path /bridleway.    A number of meetings were held 

over the autumn.  Initially geologists explained the 

properties associated with the unique “Yellowford 

Formation” found in the location.  Then, professional 

geotechnical engineers visited the site in order to 

produce a very detailed engineering report describing 

the true extent of the slippage and recommending 

options for remedial actions.   Finally, a specialist 

land drainage engineer was called upon in order to 

approve a safe and sustainable drainage design.   
 

At the same time, a number of quite complex 

meetings were held with DCC Highways engineering 

staff in order keep them informed and to obtain their 

agreement in principle.  Thorverton and Brampford 

Speke Parish Councils were kept up to date and were 

helpful.  Local DCC Councillor Margaret Squires 

also took a very active supportive role and attended 

the highways meetings.  Finally an agreement was 

reached, the design turned into a scope of works and 

the project priced by a local specialist drainage 

contractor. 
 

The outcome of all this work is that DCC Highways 

(supported by Thorverton and Brampford Speke 

Parish Councils, Cllr Squires and Jilly & Ed Greed) 

have agreed to provide the majority funding for the 

scheme and work is now planned to commence on 

June 12
th
.   

 

By reopening Hulk Lane this project will return a 

much-needed asset back to the community following 

the many recent footpath closures around Thorverton 

over the last few years.  Once completed, this project 

will deliver a medium length circular route able to 

link up with existing shorter footpaths.  If properly 

promoted and managed, it will not only provide a 

useful facility to improve community health and 

wellbeing, but it could also be used to attract visitors 

to the vicinity in order to walk in the beautiful Exe 

Valley.  It also will be the nearest walk available to 

the residents of the New Court Barton Estate 

currently under development in Silver Street 

Thorverton. 
 

In the summer TABSCAP propose to hold a 

community family picnic and similar activities to 

launch the new route and, beware, we may also be 

calling for volunteers (!) 
 

We will keep you updated of any news via Focus and 

social media. 

 

TABSCAP (Jilly Greed, Ed Greed, Hilary Lawson, 

Roger Cashmore - who may all be contacted directly 

online via ThovertonVillageNextdoor ) 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd    
supporting   Thorverton Post Office   
  

April 2017 
Our PO and TCT staff and volunteers continue to 

work hard for which we are all very grateful. It 

would be very useful to have one or two more people 

to help us out when our regulars are unwell or 

unavailable at short notice. Do contact us please if 

you’d like to be able to help us every now and again 

so that we can train you in readiness. 
 

Have you seen the blue leaflets about what you can 

do at Thorverton Post Office? Do pick one up when 

you are next shopping with us and encourage your 

friends and neighbours to use us as much as possible. 
 

We have been working on improvements to security 

and outside lighting and have also installed a CCTV 

camera inside the building. 
 

It was good to see Thorverton featured in April’s 

Devon Life magazine, a reminder of how fortunate 

we are in this village and that we must continue to 

support and nurture our local facilities.  We were 

pleased to be able to sell extra copies of the magazine 

as a result. If you’d like to place a regular order for 

that magazine or any other publication, do ask. There 

are lots we can get. 

 

Please keep using your local amenities FIRST 

before going elsewhere (which you may not need 

to do!). 
  

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd 

Chair and Company Secretary 

Jan Hamilton               07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 

 

 

Rainfall Record 
After a wet start to February, it turned out to be 

very much an average Thorverton as far as 

rainfall is concerned.  Gus Christianson recorded 

some 73.5 mm for February as a whole in Silver 

Street.  Of that 44 mm fell in the first four days 

of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recipe 1 
Devonshire Cream and Honey Custard 
 

A rich, and special custard to serve with stewed fruit 

– rhubarb at this time of year. 
 

¾ pint local milk * 

¼ pint local double cream * 

3 local, free range egg yolks (use the egg whites for 

meringues)* 

1 heaped teaspoon cornflour 

1 tablespoon Devonshire honey * 
 

Whisk the egg yolks with the cornflour and honey to 

a smooth paste. Bring the milk and the cream to the 

boil and pour onto the egg and honey mixture 

whisking thoroughly. Pour the custard, through a 

strainer, into a clean saucepan. Stir over a gentle heat 

until the custard comes to the boil and thickens. 

* All available in Sandford Stores and other small 

local shops! 

Paul Cleave 

Sustainable Crediton 

 

Recipe 2 
Dal (Red Lentil Curry) 

Whilst serving as an Engineer Officer with British 

Petroleum on oil tankers, I was lucky enough to 

spend thirteen months on an Indian crewed ship. Our 

Goanese cooks provided us with the most wonderful 

food of which Dal Curry was my favourite. 

Ingredients 

1 cup red lentils (washed) 

1 onion 

1 cup chopped tomatoes 

½ cup desiccated coconut 

1 green chilli 

6 garlic cloves 

1 inch ginger  

2 tablespoons curry paste (I use Patak’s Madras) 

Salt to taste 
 

Boil the lentils in 3cups water and 1 tsp salt on low 

heat until almost fully cooked (about 20 minutes). 

Keep aside to cool.   

Chop the onion, ginger, garlic and chilli.  In a couple 

of tablespoons of oil, fry the onion until it is soft. 

Add the chopped ginger, garlic and chilli and fry for 

a further minute or two then add the desiccated 

coconut.  Wait until the coconut is almost dry then 

add the tomatoes and curry paste and cook for 

another few minutes. 

Add the cooked lentils along with a cup of water. 

Let the curry simmer for a few minutes on low heat. 

Serve with boiled rice. 

Peter Mason 
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Pudding Night 
Photos by Mike Stannard   
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Legal Eagle 
 

In early March many readers will have seen the story 

of Nicole Bailey. Those who did will recall that 

Nicole pleaded guilty to the theft of a £20, which she 

had found. For those who are unfamiliar with the 

story, Nicole found a £20 note lying in a store freezer 

cabinet at the One Stop store in Blurton, Stoke. 

Nicole decided to keep the money. The note had been 

lost by a wheelchair-bound customer who, as soon as 

he realised the loss, reported it to the store. 
 

Staff checked the CCTV, which showed a female 

pick up the note from the cabinet. The manager 

recognised the woman as Nicole, who was a regular 

customer. The store contacted the police. Nicole 

attended a voluntary interview and somewhat 

misguidedly, initially denied taking the note but 

admitted it when shown the CCTV footage. 
 

Nicole was subsequently charged with the theft of the 

£20,  entered, on the advice of her solicitor, a plea of 

guilty, was ordered to pay £20 by way of 

compensation to the victim, a further £20 by way of 

victim surcharge and £135 Court Costs. 
 

All the reports, which I read at the time, concentrate 

on the facts, but none deal with why she was advised 

to enter a guilty plea. The charge was one of theft, 

contrary to the provisions of s1 of the Theft Act 

1968. The charge requires the prosecution to prove 

that the accused, in this case Nicole, “Dishonestly 

appropriated property belonging to another with the 

intent permanently to deprive”. 
 

So, are all the elements of the offence present in this 

instance? Did Nicole ‘appropriate’ the £20, yes, she 

assumed the rights of an owner when she put the note 

in her purse. The £20 note is ‘property’ as defined by 

s4. It clearly belonged to someone other than Nicole 

and she had the necessary intention permanently to 

deprive. So, what are we left with? We are left with 

the question of whether Nicole acted ‘dishonestly’. 

The 68 act does not tell us when a person might be 

regarded as having acted dishonestly, but what it 

does do is give three sets of circumstances, in which 

a person will be regarded as not having acted 

dishonestly. 
 

S2(1)(c) of the 68 Act provides a defence to a charge 

of theft where a person appropriates property in the 

belief that the person to whom the property belongs 

cannot be discovered by taking reasonable steps. 
 

Had Nicole pleaded ‘not guilty’ to the charge, the 

prosecution would have had to prove that Nicole, 

given that she had even thought about it, and had 

raised the issue by way of defence, had concluded 

that the owner could not be discovered by taking 

reasonable steps. The issue then would have been 

whether the court believed her. 
 

Nicole’s plea of guilty amounts to an acceptance, 

although she probably never gave it a moment’s 

thought, that she did believe that the owner could be 

found as a result of her taking reasonable steps, like 

handing the money to the Store with details of where 

it was found, but decided instead to keep the money.  
 

Many people voiced the view that the matter should 

never have come to court, and perhaps it might not 

have done had Nicole not denied taking the money 

when initially confronted. 
 

As an alternative to the s2(1)(c) defence Nicole, had 

she pleaded not guilty, might have sought to rely on 

the common law test for dishonesty. This is to be 

found in the Court of Appeal decision in Ghosh 

[1982]. The test has two limbs, a objective and a 

subjective. The objective test requires proof that what 

was done, namely the appropriation of the property, 

was dishonest according to the standards of 

reasonable and honest people. If the answer is ‘yes’ 

then the subjective is asked, namely, did the accused 

realise that reasonable and honest people would 

regard what was done as dishonest? 
 

Would reasonable and honest people regard the 

keeping of a £20 note found in a store freezer cabinet 

as dishonest? The answer is probably ‘yes’, would 

Nicole have realised this, again the answer is 

probably ‘yes’. 
 

No doubt Nicole acted foolishly, naively, as a result 

of which she now has a criminal conviction for theft, 

something which might so easily have been avoided. 

So best to forget about ‘Finders Keepers’. 
 

Footnote to March article. News has, at last, been 

received from Frankfurt about my sister-in-law’s 

chickens and their destiny. Common sense has 

prevailed and the judge rejected the neighbour’s 

claim: Klage Abgeschmettert. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Shobrooke Walks 
Fred Harper has just produced a rather good little 

leaflet, funded by Devon County Council, of 

Shobrooke walks.  It has four short walks in and 

around Shobrooke.  The leaflet is available from the 

bus shelter in Shobrooke – free of charge. 
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Time to Heal 
 

We live in a world where everything now happens at 

a speed unimaginable 30 years ago.  Correspondence 

that would have taken weeks going back and forward 

in the post can be signed and sealed within 30 

minutes using e-mail.  As a result we now expect 

instant information and quick resolution so we can 

move on to the next thing on our list.  Unfortunately 

illness does not conform to these requirements and 

speedy short cuts can be problematic.  
 

I am sure within the next 30 years there will be some 

amazing advances in healthcare.  In the last 5 years 

we have seen the introduction of robots to coordinate 

complicated surgery, and open heart surgery can now 

be done by threading devices via a blood vessel in the 

groin.  The idea that computers will be able to do a 

doctor’s job is already happening. ‘111’ is now the 

NHS telephone advice service. It is a revamp of NHS 

Direct and has replaced clinically-trained operators 

with computer-generated questions.  This is a safety 

first ploy. It is very difficult to get past the first stage 

if you are a patient with a serious illness.   This is 

undoubtedly a good thing for the few who were 

previously missed. However, it does result in many 

more people being asked to attend for, what later 

prove to be, unnecessary assessments at the hospital.  
 

The balance is similar to the problem GPs encounter 

in many of our daily consultations.  We have to 

decide whether a patient’s symptoms will develop 

into something serious or resolve themselves with 

time. The problem of unnecessarily using too many 

antibiotics has to be juxtaposed against the concerns 

of intervening too late for a particular patient. Hence 

in the healthy we often wait longer to decide, whilst 

in those with chronic chest disease we do not.  We try 

to get the right balance of benefits for the population 

and the individual.   
 

A computer-to-drug model of healthcare will be 

produced before long. However, getting the correct 

timing of ‘wait and see’ for each individual is a very 

difficult program to write. I suspect that face-to-face 

consultations and speaking on the phone to a doctor 

or nurse will remain the most important part of the 

NHS for many years to come.  To err is human but so 

is feeling and communicating empathically. I think as 

a society we will accept the first in order to keep 

experiencing the second – however, only time will 

tell.  

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

Spring and lighter evenings are in the air, summer 

season match fixtures are arranged and our six teams 

are now practicing.  
 

At our recent AGM at the end of February the 

Wimbledon draw was made and those first out of the 

hat will receive Wimbledon tickets once they are 

allocated by the LTA. Our Dudley Errington 

Memorial Trophy was presented to Rachel Dowle for 

her continuing improvement and highest match 

success rate out of all the ladies in 2016. 

Congratulations to Rachel!  
 

Membership subscriptions are coming up at the end 

of March with discounts for those paying before the 

end of the month. The Club is always looking to 

attract new members, and welcomes people to come 

and try us out for a couple of club sessions before 

making a decision. We are a friendly club running a 

variety of daytime and evening sessions, attracting a 

range of age and abilities. We also offer both junior 

and adult coaching with our coach Toby Harradence, 

and the opportunity to play competitive tennis in 

local leagues and within the Club. Please see our 

website:     www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 

or contact our membership secretary Laura Leigh on 

01647 24259 for any enquiries. 

Sally Baldwin 

 

 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Poetry 
Death of a Majestic Tree 

 

As if in the teeth of winter’s gale 

I watched her limbs tremble and shake, 

Although it was not the strength of wind, 

Which caused her heart to quail and quake 

Along with mine – who watched unseen 

The death of one so great and green. 

 

This tree so tall and sculptural, 

For many years I’d seen it grow, 

Flourishing with greenery and cones 

And darkly etched ‘gainst winter’s snow; 

The hand of man in action cruel 

Reduced this giant down to fuel. 

 

And as it foundered in the mud, 

Sore was my heart and much distressed, 

No more to view when gazing up, 

Its living beauty by moonlight blessed; 

No more the home of wilding things,  

No haven for a thousand wings. 

 

Gone was the home of squirrel grey, 

Of woodpecker and of bashful jay, 

Gone sturdy bough where tawny owl 

Passed many a sleepy hour away: 

And progress is the name they choose 

And on its path more trees we lose. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Coffee Morning in aid of Retired Greyhound Trust 
at the Memorial Hall on Saturday 18

th
 March.  There was a very good turnout to meet the greyhounds, 

drink coffee, shop, and play games. 

 

 

 

Photos by John Spivey
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History Society 
 

Garton and King Ltd – Richard Holladay 

 

 
Dr Richard Holladay -  Photo by Robin Blythe-Lord 

 

Garton and King can be traced back to 1661 when 

John Atken ran an ironmongers shop at the top of 

Fore Street in Exeter under the sign of the golden 

hammer. He retired in 1698 and John Southcombe 

from Chudleigh took on the business. In 1706 he took 

on Lewis Portbury as an apprentice and in 1708 he 

married Southcombe’s niece Elizabeth. Southcombe 

purchased ironware from Abraham Darby who had 

produced higher quality iron from a coke furnace at 

Coalbrookdale using a new process which produced 

thinner castings that rivaled brass for the manufacture 

of pots and other hollow ware. 
 

Southcombe died in 1724 and Portbury took over the 

business. His son, also called Lewis, worked in the 

business and they sold basket grates, hob grates with 

a roasting spit, coffee pots, urns, plough shares and 

agricultural tools. In 1766 Portbury junior died and 

the business was sold to a William Britnall who 

became bankrupt within a year. Samuel Kingdom 

took on the business in 1768, opening a warehouse in 

Theatre Lane (later Waterbeer Street) in 1787 and 

issuing a halfpenny token in 1792. After his death in 

1797 his widow and sons took on the business, 

trading as Kingdom and Sons. The manufacturing of 

iron products was increased in a building in 

Waterbeer Street and the foundry introduced a steam 

engine to drive the bellows, producing a higher 

temperature. Gas lighting was introduced to the 

premises in 1813 but in 1826 the foundry was 

destroyed by fire.  The insurance payment was 

£1500.00.  
 

By 1849 the business was in the ownership of 

Ambrose Jarvis and John Garton, trading as Garton 

and Jarvis. By now the company had specialised in 

wrought iron works, gates, railings, grates and 

fenders. They also developed an expertise in 

greenhouse heating. In 1851 the company won 

bronze medal awards at the Great Exhibition for their 

stoves, and a commendation from Prince Albert who 

installed one of their cottage stoves in his Model 

Cottages in Hyde Park. They were now able to use 

the arms of Royal Appointment. Many of their 

wrought iron gates and railings were installed around 

Exeter, including Cathedral Green, the Royal 

Clarence and Northernhay Park until the 1939-45 

War when much of it was removed. 
 

After the death of Ambrose Jarvis, John Gould King 

from Barnstaple became a partner and the firm 

continued trading as Garton and King. Hugo 

Holladay from Kent joined the company and when 

John King died in 1900, Edgar Holladay, Hugo’s 

brother, joined the company. 
 

By 1900 the output of the foundry had dwindled but 

the business survived the 1914 – 18 war and by 1924 

was registered as a limited liability company. In the 

1920s the foundry expanded, producing parts for gas 

stoves and contract work for small builders and 

councils.  
 

When Hugo Holladay retired in 1933, the shop at 190 

High Street was vacated after 270 years and the 

Golden Hammer was hung over the Waterbeer Street 

foundry. In 1936 Exeter City Council served a 

compulsory purchase order on the foundry to make 

way for a new Civic Centre. A new foundry was built 

in Tan Lane, St Thomas and a showroom opened at 

Central Station. The foundry was very active during 

the 1939 – 45 War and assisted the foundry of Parkin 

and Sons when they were bombed out. 
 

In 1973 the business was divided into 2 entities, 

Garton and King Ltd (Foundry and Engineering) and 

Garton and King Appliances Ltd (Kitchen 

Appliances and Domestic Engineering). The foundry 

eventually closed in 1979. In 1988 Alec Holladay 

wanted to retire and as none of the family wished to 

continue in the business an arrangement was made 

for an employee to buy out, and Garton and King 

Appliances Ltd continues to trade from 19 North 

Street, Exeter and Darts farm at Topsham. 
 

For the full history check their web site 

www.exeterfoundry.org.uk 

  Robert Turner 

http://www.exeterfoundry.org.uk/
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The Garden in April  
If you have found excuses to put off going into the 

garden to tidy up, you really must bite the bullet now. 

April is the best month to work the soil and to make 

sure the beds are tidy and weeded before the 

perennial plants grow and take over. Check the back 

of borders for unwanted brambles which love these 

forgotten areas and can be such a nuisance later in the 

season - Devon is very popular with brambles! 
 

The hum of the lawn mower is music to the ears but 

do not be tempted to go too low at this point; work 

the level down gradually. Grass is weakened if mown 

lower than 5mm. This allows creeping weeds and a 

build up of moss, another favourite Devon problem. 

Conversely, if mown too long and irregularly, this 

can encourage a build up of coarse grass. 
 

A utility lawn that will have plenty of wear should be 

mown at 2.5cms (one inch); a medium-quality lawn 

at 12mms (half an inch); and a fine lawn, well 

matured, 5mm. At this time of year, start higher and 

work towards these heights. Between April and 

August your lawn will benefit from regular mowing 

every 3 to 5 days. However, most of us are unable to 

give as much time to the lawn, so try to make it once 

a week, if possible. Mowing regularly will strengthen 

your lawn. After August, the rate of growth slows so 

mow the lawn when appropriate. If there is a drought, 

heighten the blades of the mower as the grass will be 

under stress and longer grass will help to prevent 

drying out. 
 

In the veggie garden it is full steam ahead with root 

crops such as parsnips, carrots and beetroot. Put your 

parsnips in straight away, if you haven’t already done  

so. Carrots will later need protection from carrot root 

fly. Hoops and fine netting work well. Potatoes can 

now be planted into trenches, a spit deep. It is best to 

have manured your plot as they are ‘greedy’ feeders. 

(I have had trouble with my previous excellent source 

of manure Lorraine; I wonder why that is? – Ed) If 

you haven’t had time, add some well-rotted manure 

into the trench or add some chicken pellets. These are 

easily obtained from garden centres and are clean and 

easy to use. The other tip is to throw in some slug 

pellets so that there is protection under the ground. 

This works well and I haven’t had slug-eaten 

potatoes for the last few years. Don’t forget that you 

will need soil to bank them up when they show 

through, so do not plant the rows too close together. 
 

Peas, broad beans, sugar snaps, leeks, spinach and 

lettuce can all go out now. These veg will all take a 

dip in temperature and come to no harm. Do not plant 

out any veg which are frost sensitive until next month 

at the earliest and usually well into the month of 

May. A tip for spinach - I plant these alongside the 

broad beans and peas right on the edge of the bed. 

The reason for this is that they will go through the 

winter and give you a crop until May next year when 

they will want to go to seed. They are in a plot which 

is then planted with leeks and are not in the way. 
 

Well, Neville, let’s get gardening; plenty to do this 

month. (I thought that I made a pretty good start 

towards the end of March, but my allotment is in 

need of some extra attention if it is not to revert to the 

wild, so thanks for your tips Lorraine – Ed) If you do 

want to move plants, there is still time but do it as 

soon as possible.  Happy gardening!    

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Nature Notes  
 

Last month I had no reports of frogspawn, but since 

then Neville Lane informed me frogspawn had been 

deposited in his pond between 18
th
 and 19

th
 February. 

Likewise I had not seen a butterfly, but to my 

surprise a Peacock appeared in our garden on 24
th
 

February. So at long last the weather was warm 

enough for nature to begin the awakening of spring. 

The past month or so has been one of finding 

treasures, treasures from both man and nature. They 

are riches that some of us have always wished to 

discover. 
 

The first treasure turned up whilst walking the 

footpath from Chapel Corner up Eastern Down and 

onto the Cadbury road into the village. Lin Balkwill 

and I were in the lane which is signposted ‘Devon 

County Council County Road’ when we noticed a 

piece of flint in the hedge. We picked it up and it 

looked like it had been knapped, then we put it back. 

Heaven knows why we did such a twitty thing! 

Luckily Lin, having had a discussion with her 

husband Alan, returned to retrieve the flint. Both 

Devon County Council’s County Archaeologist and 

Senior Archaeologist has looked at the flint and said 

it could be a core – however, it could have then been 

used as a scraper/cutter. A core is what is left over 

after pieces of flint are chipped away from a larger 

piece of flint to make tools. The date of the knapped 

flint could be anywhere from Mesolithic to Bronze 

Age.  
 

During the TARTS walk on 4
th
 March along the coast 

from the Donkey Sanctuary towards Sidmouth we 

saw ravens starting to nest on a cliff ledge. We also 

saw a pair of Stonechat, frogspawn, an oil beetle and 

bloody-nosed beetle. Just before we left Salcombe 

Mouth beach after lunching there I rummaged in the 

high tide strand line and found a pink bird leg ring 

and this is the second treasure to be found. 
 

Back home I looked up my web reference for bird 

rings www.cr-birding.org. This site showed pictures 

of ring types so I clicked on the one that best fitted 

my ring. This took me to the Royal Pigeon Racing 

Association site and enabled me to send them an e-

mail with details of the ring and where I found it. 

They e-mailed me back with details of the pigeon 

owner and the offer of contacting him, which I did. 

The owner (who lives in Bonsall near Matlock in 

Derbyshire) and I had an interesting chat. At the end 

of September 2016 he sent four pigeons to France to 

race back to England along with 226 others. He had 

the winner, arriving home in 9 hours 30 minutes 

having covered 475 miles. Sadly the ring from the 

one I found was one of his older pigeons. Naturally 

he had wondered what happened to it and surmised it 

was either killed by a raptor or died of exhaustion. 

 

On 5
th
 March my nephew Jack and his girlfriend 

were exploring the lanes between Butterleigh and 

Silverton when they discovered a freshly shed red 

stag antler which was still moist with a bit of blood 

where it had come away from its pedicle. This is the 

third treasure found and belonged to a royal stag, one 

that has 12 points or tines, six on each antler. 
 

During the 1990’s I was lucky to find a flint 

arrowhead in my garden at Raddon and an antler in 

the woods at Newton St Cyres.  My red stag antler 

has five points, three of them forming a palm (three 

points together at the top of the antler). The deer has 

no fancy name such as royal, it is just a trey, also 

spelt tray. My special treasure find this time is the 

bird ring, my first ever. There are more treasures out 

there to find and I hope to find another, whatever it 

may be. 
 

A to Z  Cuckoo 

The cuckoo returns to England in April from its 

wintering grounds in sub Saharan Africa. It was once 

a common bird hereabouts, heralding its arrival with 

its unmistakable call. Trawling back through Nature 

Notes I note the decline in its call and therefore its 

presence locally from the late 2000’s. I personally 

have not heard one calling in Thorverton since 2007. 

In 1984 I remember seeing a young cuckoo perched 

on a fence in our garden being fed by a Dunnock. 

The Cuckoo eats insects and is the only European 

bird to consume hairy caterpillars in great quantity. 
 

You may have seen on the TV, programmes covering 

the satellite-tracking of cuckoos to find out possible 

reasons why cuckoos are declining. New technology 

has produced very lightweight solar powered five 

gram tags which are attached to cuckoos to track 

their movement. The project has a website 

www.bto.org/cuckoos (scroll down beyond the map) 

where you can keep up to date with the movement of 

the tagged cuckoos. As at 14
th
 March the cuckoos are 

still in sub Saharan Africa but slowly on the move 

northwards - for example, ‘Larry’ moved from 

Cameroon to Old Oyo National Park in Nigeria and 

‘Selborne’ left Guinea and is now in Ivory Coast. 
 

Last Words 

Bird, butterfly and moth migration is well underway 

from reports I’ve seen on various websites. Birds are 

busy making their nests. I have seen Robins carrying 

a little beakful of nesting material and a Dunnock 

taking feathers into our dense privet hedge. Perhaps 

by next time I will have spotted a nest or two. Happy 

nature watching - Jenny.                                                                                                

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

http://www.cr-birding.org/
http://www.bto.org/cuckoos
mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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TARTS News 

 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

Recent walks: - 

Saturday March 4
th

 
Eight walkers and Scrumpy the dog assembled at The 

Donkey Sanctuary near Sidmouth on Saturday March 

4
th
. It was a showery day but we kept reasonably dry 

and enjoyed some lovely sunny spells at times.  
 

Our walk began with a muddy slither downhill to the 

coast path, past the Field of Dreams (part of the DS) 

with banks of lovely primroses on our right and sea 

views ahead. Walking poles and good boots proved 

vital and one walker was a bit worried because his 

‘other half’ had cleaned his boots for him and after 

only ten minutes, they were in a very bad way again! 

Once at the coast path we took a short detour to view 

the Western Plats, plots of land which, from the end 

of the nineteenth century until the middle of the 

twentieth, provided a livelihood for local people. 
 

Crops grown here in the past include potatoes and 

corn, as well as fruit and flowers. The cliffs rising 

above the Plats provided shelter against wind and 

frost, while the land’s south-facing aspect meant they 

made the most of the sun’s energy. A nearby spring 

also gave a reliable source of water for their rich 

soils.  
 

These ideal conditions gave the Plats a long, 

productive season and their 'early Branscombe spuds' 

were particularly famous. The abundance of their 

harvests meant that they were able to sell their 

produce commercially as well as providing for 

themselves, and crops from the Weston Plats 

travelled as far as London. 
 

Business was so good that individual plots were 

handed down through the generations, but it was not 

an easy life. Many of the workers had to walk there 

from Branscombe, a mile and a half over the cliffs, 

before they started work, with the prospect of the 

same journey in reverse at the end of a hard day 

working the land. The steepness of the hillside made 

it liable to subsidence, and rockfalls were a frequent 

hazard, too. 
 

Donkeys were used to carry seaweed up from the 

beach, to spread it on the soil as a fertiliser, and their 

panniers were also used to carry the harvest home 

and onwards to the markets. 
 

In the 1930s, when food started to be imported from 

abroad, the Plats became less profitable and the 

people looked to tourism for a livelihood instead. The 

linhays, or barns, along the coastline were converted 

into holiday homes and the donkeys were used to 

carry up luggage instead of produce. 
 

The last worker retired from the Plats in the mid 

1960s, and the area became a haven for wildlife as 

nature took over once again. It wasn't until 2007 that 

the National Trust and the East Devon Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty joined forces to reclaim 

the Plats from beneath the scrub which had buried 

them; but not at the expense of the wildlife. 
 

We then resumed our walk with a steep and slippery 

climb to Rompstone Rock where we paused for a 

coffee stop and great views along the coast in both 

directions. The walk from there was a delight on a 

grassy cliff top with patches of dog violets (no mud 

for a while!). 
 

Jenny and Ann were delighted to find a beetle as we 

descended from Higher Dunscombe Cliff. It is 

thought it was a violet oil beetle but this has not yet 

been officially confirmed! 
 

Then we went very steeply downhill eventually 

ending up at Salcombe Mouth where we ate our 

lunch on the beach during a shower! After tackling 

the 146 steps back up, we began another climb up 

another 165m to the Frog Stone, a greensand boulder, 

an example of one of the many types of rocks to be 

seen along this part of the Jurassic Coast. 
 

After another half a mile, we turned inland and 

returned to the Donkey Sanctuary via Salcombe Hill 

Woods and the delightful village of Salcombe Regis. 

Happily we did NOT find a coach party approaching 

the Hayloft Restaurant ahead of us, so we enjoyed a 

much deserved tea together before returning home. 

Knees, hips and many muscles were remembering the 

walk for a few days after that, but we all agreed it 

was a wonderful walk. 
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Saturday 18
th

 March  
A very foggy start awaited six brave tarts as we set 

off from the car park at Princetown. We passed the 

Old Police Station tearoom, a sight that would prove 

invaluable in keeping us going later on! There is 

something very atmospheric about hiking on 

Dartmoor in the fog, if there were other walkers out 

there we couldn't see them for much of the route and 

it felt very much as though we had the place to 

ourselves. The route was easy to follow, along the 

old railway bed towards the disused Swelltor 

quarries, and around the north side of Kings Tor. We 

stopped for coffee in the ruins of old houses, 

presumably for the quarry workers, with Mike 

providing sustenance in the form of chocolate 

biscuits all the way from La Palma. The fog had 

cleared a little by this time but there was still enough 

to give the photographs a slightly ethereal quality. 

(Photos on following page.) 
  

We pressed on towards Foggintor (aptly named – 

Ed), and the weather promised to be a little brighter. 

We approached Foggintor quarry from the north east 

and those of us who had never been there before were 

treated to an amazing sight. The quarry has been long 

since disused but is now a very large lake with rocky 

outcrops surrounding it. It was a perfect spot for 

lunch. I imagine in the summer it would also be a 

wonderful place to take a dip, but we managed to 

resist the temptation today! 
 

We continued along the line of the old railway, the 

granite sleepers still giving a glimpse of the past life 

of the area. As we approached the road the weather 

unfortunately took a turn for the worse and it was a 

little soggy as we made our way over North Hessary 

Tor, the television mast looming dramatically out of 

the fog as we got closer. As we descended back 

towards Princetown it was noted by some that the 

pace quickened a little the nearer we got to the 

tearoom! Sitting in the tearoom with well deserved 

tea and scones, we felt a great sense of 

accomplishment.   

 

Future walks: 

 

Saturday 22
nd

 April led by Jenny 

Saturday 6
th
 May led by Graeme  

Saturday 20
th
 May led by Caroline 

Saturday 10
th
 June led by Royston 

Saturday 24
th
 June led by Jerry 

Saturday 8
th
 July led by Mike 

Saturday 27
th
 July led by Hazel 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203).  

Caroline Prince 
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Thorverton Cycle Rides No. 4: to Brampford Speke (via Efford and Shute!) 

 

Not the usual route that you might take to get to Brampford Speke – and not one to recommend to visitors - but a 

lovely ride on a decent day, particularly in the spring when the trees are coming into leaf.  The whole route is 

about 11 miles, although there are short-cut options (so 

you may be well advised to take a map) 

 

From outside the Thorverton Arms, head up Bullen Street 

and take the right fork by the car park to head out towards 

Crediton.  Pass Lynch Farm and Raddon Court.  After 

almost 2½ miles, you will pass the shippon at West 

Raddon (pictured). These cattle barns are not something I 

had come across before moving to Devon.  While they 

may not be confined to the county, they are certainly more 

abundant here than in many other parts of the country.  

 

Shortly after the shippon you will come to a T 

junction.  Turn left, signposted to Shute and Exeter 

and go through Efford and then Shute.  The orchards 

in Shute should be in flower if you do this ride in 

April.  At Shute Cross, turn left and immediately 

right.  Carry on for ½ mile to Nettacott Cross; turn left 

and follow this road past Jackmoor and - avoiding the 

temptation to take a short-cut to Brampford Speke on 

your left - the Upton Pyne Equestrian Centre to the 

junction at Pye Corner.  Turn right and go through 

Upton Pyne, observing the new housing at Lake’s 

Down at the top end of the village.  Turn left just after 

this development, signposted to Brampford Speke. 

 

This is a long and very pleasant downhill 

that eventually brings you to Brampford 

Speke.  You may well feel that you 

deserve some refreshment, in which case 

the Lazy Toad (formerly the Agricultural 

Inn) will be a welcome stop. 

 

If you have plenty of time, a detour to 

the River Exe is also recommended.  

When you have had your fill of 

Brampford Speke, carry on in a northerly 

direction.  At Fortescue Cross you have a 

choice. The simple way is just to 

continue along the road, which 

eventually enters Thorverton as School 

Lane.  However, I prefer to turn left at 

Fortescue Cross and go down the hill to 

Three Limbed Oak; turn right there and 

come back to Thorverton past 

Berrysbridge, Dunsaller and Fair Oak.  

Whichever way you choose, it should 

have been a delightful ride. 

 

Neville Lane 
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TADS March Madness Party  
 

Photos by John Spivey 

 

 

 

Sue Batty and Sue Rennison 

 

 
 

Simon and Sheena Hunter-Hedges 

 
 

Colin Marshall and Simon Ette 

 

 

 
 

Simon Ette and Bob Hyde 

 

 

 
 

Claire Cousins 



Focus on Thorverton   Vol. 48 No 4 April 2017 

 

How do we compare? 
 

At the Focus AGM we had a lively discussion about the printed quality of Focus.  Matters were brought to a head by the news that Peter Mason had quite reasonably 

enough decided to retire from printing this summer.  This left us with only one printer and, quite understandably, that man (Barrie Phillips) did not feel that he could 

commit to printing Focus every month.  I should explain that it is a surprisingly physical task requiring the printer to be on their feet for most of two days, and with 

what we pay the printer it could hardly be regarded as a well remunerated job.  We have been very fortunate to have been able to find printers up to now and are most 

grateful to Peter for his commitment over many years. 

 

There have been benefits of printing in-house of course, notably the cost saving which allowed us to keep the cover price at 40p, maintain advertising charges at less 

than almost any other village magazine and put some of the small profit to local organisations needing help with particular projects.  We have also enjoyed greater 

control, with the ability to work to a later deadline, to make last minute changes, and generally to be flexible.  Compilation of Focus on the last day of each month had 

also become something of a social occasion. 

 

Anyway, just before we move into a new era, I thought that I would set out a comparison between Focus and some of the other nearby village magazines: 
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 Focus The Brooke Silverleigh Bradninch 

Life 

Speke Up Newton 

Wonder 

Cadbury 

Compass 

Forum 

Area covered Thorverton Shobrooke Silverton, 

Bickleigh and 

Butterleigh 

Bradninch Brampford 

Speke and 

Upton Pyne 

Newton St 

Cyres 

Cadbury Huxham, 

Netherexe, 

Poltimore, 

Rewe, Stoke 

Canon 

Frequency Monthly (not 

August) 

Quarterly Monthly Bi-monthly Monthly (not 

January) 

Monthly Quarterly Monthly (not 

January) 

Cost 40p Free to 

Shobrooke 

residents 

40p Free 25p 50p Free to 

Cadbury 

residents 

50p 

Size A4 A5 A5 A4 A4 A5 A4 A4 

Pages (latest edition) 60 60 50 16 52 56 22 30 

Circulation 320 325 ? 1,000 250? ? 100? 500 

Printed by Mason & 

Phillips 

Hedgerow 

Print 

Brightsea 

Press 

? Exeter College Hedgerow 

Print 

? Hedgerow 

Print 

Advertising (½ page) 

per annum 

£50 £90 £120 ? £65 £100 ? £107 

Advertising (¼ page) 

per annum 

£25 £60 £60 ? £40 £60 ? £57 

Copy date (in month 

before publication) 

20
th
 15

th
 17

th
 15

th
 18

th
  15

th
 18

th
 18

th
 

Colour/Black and 

White 

B&W B&W with 

colour cover 

front and back 

(inc.inside 

cover) 

B&W with 

colour cover 

front and back 

B&W B&W B&W B&W with 

colour cover 

B&W 

Commercial adverts 

(pages in latest 

edition) 

23 18½ 17½ 10 15½ 

 

13 6½  9 

Small ads Free (but 

rarely 

submitted) 

Yes No No No No No No 

Online version Yes (from 

mid-month) 

No No Yes No Only in part No, but can be 

emailed 

No 
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Dolphin Group 
Have you recently lost lifelong friends through illness or bereavement? 

 

Does your family live a long distance from you? 

 

Do you miss those visits, which were once so regular and welcome? 

 

Then come and join our group at the Thorverton Arms on Thursday mornings from 10.30am and share in our 

companionship. 

 

We have no programme and are open to suggestions.  We play scrabble, cards, take turns at preparing quizzes, 

share recipes, discuss books – laugh and talk and enjoy tea or coffee and biscuits. 

 

So do not feel lonely, come and make friends and enjoy company.  We hope to see you soon. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

The Filo Project 
 

The Filo Project is a not-for-profit social enterprise offering high quality small group day care in an intimate home 

setting in the community for small groups of older people.  The service supports individuals who are socially 

isolated, many experiencing symptoms associated with moderate dementia including memory loss.  They also 

support people with Parkinson’s, stroke and other socially isolating challenges. The intimate home environment is 

key, no client is overwhelmed by a large group.  Our focus is firmly on peoples’ personalities, preferences and 

capacities.  We liken a day with The Filo Project to spending ‘a day with friends’.   

 

The Filo Project works in partnership with Devon County Council and we have been approved to be on their Select 

Supplier List for Day Services.  As an established provider we support most areas including outlying villages such 

as Thorverton with transport being provided.  For more information; www.thefiloproject.co.uk,  T 0333 939 8225, 

Email info@thefiloproject.co.uk.   

 

 
 

 

http://www.thefiloproject.co.uk/
mailto:info@thefiloproject.co.uk
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)  
                 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH. 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
         Secretary: Rachel Mildon, Treasurer: Rachel Parker. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324.  
     Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Vice Chair: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. 
Meetings: last Tuesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-
members welcome. 
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30 am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 17.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call, for emergencies only, on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 

We are now accepting new patients 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

We are currently accepting new patients and are happy to consider patients from out of area. 

 
Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC. 

 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Nick 
Keysell 

Dr Jemima Ewart 
(GP Trainee) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the ’phone instead of an appointment if 
you prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 
 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00. 
                                           Friday 08:30 - 17:00. 
 

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00.  
                             Friday 08.30 - 17:00. 
    There is now no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

On-line appointment booking.  
Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2017 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

April 3
rd

 and (Wednesday) and 19
th
      April 10

th
 and (Tuesday) 25

th
  

May (Tuesday) 2
nd

 , Monday 15
th
 and (Tuesday) 30

th
 .  May 8

th
 and 22

nd
    

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates  2017:  6
th
 April / 4

th
 May / 1

st
 & 29

th
 June / 27

th
 July / 24

th
 August / 21

st
 September / 19

th
 October /  

                      16
th
 November / 14

th
 December. 

 

 

Union Flag Flying days in April 
21

st
 – Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen 

23
rd

 – St George’s Day 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.10 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (this is the 155 service), 18.10  

                      from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

                                                        16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10  

                   from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (this is the 155 service), 

                                                     17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2017 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

APRIL 

Sat 1
st
 Open Mic evening at the Thorverton Arms 

Mon 3
rd

 (and other Mondays apart from Bank Holidays) Welcome Cafe, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Tues 4
th
  WI. Nancy McInerny : Driving Government cars.  WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Tues 4
th
  Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.00, eyes down 7.30. 

Fri 7
th
  Curry Supper & Quiz. Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7 for 7.30pm. £10. See notice in magazine. 

Sat 8
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am 

Sat 8
th
  Bird Box Making, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am 

Mon 10
th
 Easter Bingo, run by SFH, Memorial Hall, 7.15pm, eyes down 8.00pm 

Tues 11
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 13
th
 Ladies Group, Moss Bank 

Sat 15
th
 Thorverton Cricket Club home v Feniton (Pre-Season Friendly) 

Sun 16
th
 Thorverton Cricket Club home v Teign Valley (Pre-Season Friendly) 

Thurs 20
th
 Blues Jam evening at the Thorverton Arms 

Sat 22
nd

  WI Coffee Morning.  10-11am.  Coffee, bacon burgers, stalls.  WI Hut. 

Sat 22
nd

 TARTS walk, meet opposite Parish Church, 9.30am 

Sat 22
nd

  Upton Pyne & District Garden Club Flower Show, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 2.00 – 4.00pm 

Thurs 27
th
  Thorverton Millennium Green Trustees AGM, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm. 

Fri 28
th
  History Society, 7.30. WI Hut. Michael Parrott. Lwow Eagle Owls – Polish 307 Squadron who 

                                                                               protected Exeter and SW England in WWII. 

MAY 
Tues 2

nd
  WI.  AGM.  WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Wed 3
rd

  Thorverton Annual Parish Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 6
th
  Sunnymead Bingo, 7pm 

Sat 6
th
 Open Mic evening at the Thorverton Arms 

Sun 7
th
  16

th
 Sunnymead Gas-Up, 10am – 4pm 

Tues 9
th
 – Sat 13

th
  East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Parish Church.  

Tues 9
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am 

Thurs 18
th
 Blues Jam evening at the Thorverton Arms 

Sat 20
th
  Pie and Quiz Night, Memorial Hall, 7.00pm 

Fri 26
th
  History Society, 7.30. WI Hut.  Julia Neville – Exeter’s First World War Hospitals. 

Sat 27
th
 May WI Coffee Morning.  10-11am.  Coffee, bacon burgers, stalls.  WI Hut. 

 

JUNE 
Tues 6

th
  WI. Devon Wild Life.  WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am 

Tues 13
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 24
th
 June WI Coffee Morning.  10-11am.  Coffee, bacon burgers, stalls.  WI Hut. 

 

JULY 
Sat 1

st
  Summer Ball, Memorial Hall. 

Tues 4
th
  WI.  Anne Dalton : Bone China.  WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 8
th
  Fun Day, including Dog Show,  Memorial Hall, 11.00 – 4.00 

 

AUGUST 

Tues 1
st
  WI. Free Wheelers (Urgent hospital deliveries), 7.30pm 
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