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Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
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LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

 COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 
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Cheques made payable to “Focus” 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com


Focus on Thorverton  1         Vol 48 No 6 June 2017 
 

 

Editorial 
This feels like quite a venture for me having Focus 

printed by external printers for the first time.  I do 

hope that it turns out well.  I have had a bit of trouble 

trying to get some of the adverts up to the printing 

standard that I would like because in some cases 

where I had made small amendments in manuscript I 

have had to scan those in and the quality may have 

suffered a little.  If you are an advertiser and are a 

little disappointed with the quality of your printed 

advert, please send in a replacement that I can use in 

the next edition. 

 

Overall though, I am confident that the printed 

quality will be very good once we resolve any 

teething problems.  A side effect of the new Focus 

printing arrangements is that from now on we will be 

able to put a full copy on the website maintained by 

Rob Purvis at thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com.  To 

date, this has only had the bulk of each edition 

without the adverts, but from now on we will also be 

publishing the adverts there.  I hope that this will be 

useful both for people seeking local services and, of 

course, for those advertising them. 

 

I am grateful, as so often, to John Spivey for a new-

style cover.  John has several variations on this theme 

which I intend to use over the coming months, but 

please feed back to me on this and if you have 

anything that would be suitable as a front cover I 

hope that you will send it in.  You will see that we 

also have a colour back cover (or at least, I hope that 

you will see that because I am trusting that it prints 

out as expected!).  I have taken the opportunity to use 

that for some photos taken at the Cadbury Fun Run; 

again, if you have suitable pictures for future editions 

– in particular of past or coming events - please don’t 

hesitate to send them in. 

 

Recently I have been trawling through some editions 

of Focus from the mid-1970s.  This brought home to 

me just how much communications have changed 

over the past 40 years.  It felt as though a 

conversation extended over three or four editions, 

backwards and forwards between the writers, 

whereas now things tend to be rather more instant.  

These back issues of Focus are available to a good 

home (I have currently taken temporary possession of 

a selection of them from Mary Stevens), so let me 

know if you want them.   

 

I apologise that this has been a very Focus-centred 

editorial this month (you might say, too well 

focused?).  As always, it is the content that makes the 

magazine and it is the activity within the village that 

helps make the content (along with the writers who 

communicate that activity).  I hope that you will find 

enough information to inspire you to take part in 

some village events at what is so often a lovely time 

of the year.  We have so much to be thankful for 

here, but as with so many things, we need to use it or 

else we shouldn’t be surprised if we lose it. 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
From Veda Dymond 
 

Through Focus I wish to thank everyone who 

contributed to the presents I received on my 

retirement from Thorverton Primary School on 

Wednesday 29
th
 March.  What a wonderful afternoon 

I had!  It started with a school assembly at 2.45pm 

with the children in Class 1 each saying such nice 

things about me.  Class 2 sang “Grandma” to me 

substituting “Veda” for “Grandma” and finally Class 

3 reading the limericks they had written about me 

which were very funny and welcome after the 

emotion of the first two!  
 

This was followed by a tea party for the parents and 

children.  For anyone who couldn’t come to the 

assembly the gifts I received were a beautiful Radley 

wrist watch, a Dartington glass posy vase, a huge 

bouquet and a canvas of a tree on which all the 

children had put their finger prints, such lovely 

presents that I can keep and remember all my happy 

years working at the school.  I also had a gift from 

the staff of a silver necklace and matching earrings 

with Topaz stones.  Thank you to everyone who 

contributed to these lovely gifts.  Thank you also for 

all the cards and messages.   
 

My afternoon didn’t finish then, as from 4.30.pm 

there was another tea party for former work 

colleagues, governors, parents and pupils together 

with staff from across the Federation.  I was so 

pleased to see everyone.  To round the week off I 

was invited to the Federation end of term assembly at 

the Memorial Hall on Friday 31
st
 where at the end of 

the service I was presented with a beautiful bouquet. 
 

I feel very special and thank everyone involved for 

everything they contributed to making this such a 

special time for me. 
 

Here is a flavour of some of Class 3’s limericks: 

 

Crisis 
 

Veda could save the school from a crisis, 

Stopping it with all her devices. 

She works here all day 

For not enough pay 

The woman who could even stop Isis! 
 

By Milo and Leon 

 

 

Best Person Ever! 
 

Veda’s the best person ever. 

She’s kind, caring and clever. 

She’s good with a computer, 

And can still ride a scooter. 

We know that she is our hidden treasure. 

 

Veda can do it all; 

Climbing a mountain, to building a pool. 

She’s so very smart, 

Has a very big heart, 

And she’s fantastic at working in school. 

 

She’s good at hiding resources, 

That would have to be pulled in by horses. 

She has her own cupboard, 

Like Old Mother Hubbard. 

And said, “Do I need to go on more courses?” 
 

By Erin and William 

 

 

What a Lovely Receptionist 
 

There is a lady who sits in her office, 

Who is the kindest and softest. 

She is very friendly 

And talks to you gently. 

She is the receptionist who’s the bestest! 

 

This lady’s name was Veda. 

She was always a very great leader. 

She has kept us in line 

But was also very kind. 

“What a wonderful feeling”, thought Veda. 

 

There once was a lovely receptionist, 

What a special woman she is. 

She’s a shining star 

Who will go far 

What an amazing woman she is. 
 

By Greg and Harry 

 

 

What a Great Leader! 
 

There once was a lady called Veda, 

Who was a very great leader. 

She is very kind. 

She keeps us in line. 

Veda, what a great leader. 

 

There once was a little small school, 

The receptionist, she’s really cool. 

She sat in her chair, 

Fiddled with her hair, 

And said, “Let’s set up the hall.” 

 

There once was a cupboard of Pritt sticks, 

Everyone would take them like chipsticks! 

She would always hide them, 

And then slowly give them, 

So that we wouldn’t use them like sherbet dip sticks. 
 

Harriett and Lucy 

 

 

http://4.30.pm/
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From Royston Kershaw, Churchwarden, Thorverton 

Parish Church 
  

On behalf of the Church, I would like to thank all 

those who contributed, in so many different ways, to 

the success of this year’s Arts Festival. In the words 

of one of our many satisfied exhibitors:  

“Please convey our heartfelt thanks to all involved in 

arranging and running this most impressive event 

which gives such a warm welcome from the Church 

Community and people of Thorverton to all who 

come from far and wide to appreciate the exhibits 

and delicious food. Well done everyone.”  
  

I think that sums it up nicely! 

  

47th East Devon Arts Festival Accounts 

2017 
    

Receipts    

Sales   £10,197 

Entry Fees   £901 

Catalogues   £278 

Donations   £416 

Lucky Dip   £55 

Cake Draw   £296 

Catering   £2,696 

Grand Draw   £624 

Plants Stall    £74 

Open Garden   £14 

Total Receipts  £15,549 
    

Payments    

To exhibitors   £8,639 

Expenses   £317 

    

Total Payments  £8,956 
    

Excess of receipts over 

payments £6,593 

 

 

From Tina Ayre 
 

A BIG thank you from the refreshment team 
 

We are humbled and overwhelmed by the generosity 

of so many during the lead-up to the Arts Festival 

and Church Week, and throughout the week itself.  

From the early morning team who start preparing 

food, to the late evening cleaning team; we just 

couldn’t have managed without their help, and that of 

the volunteer staff who worked throughout each day. 

And of course it’s all helped along by the fantastic 

quantity of cakes, puddings, pies, etc. that are 

donated throughout the week.  

Thank you also to the local businesses that gave to 

us; The Exe Valley Farm Shop, The Berry Dairy, and 

The Exeter Inn. Also Morrisons Crediton, and 

Waitrose Exeter. 

We enjoyed seeing so many people come through our 

door, and support what we were doing in helping to 

raise money for our Church. 
 

P.S. Please remember to collect your containers etc. 

that were used to bring food to the kitchen (behind 

the curtain by the organ) - call Tina on 860434 if you 

can't find yours.  And there are many umbrellas at the 

back of the Church! 

 

FOR SALE 

Bugaboo Bee pushchair - silver and black chassis, 

black upholstery, bright yellow sun canopy plus 

black foot muff and silver sun screen. Used, but in 

reasonable, clean condition £150. 

Mothercare baby  rocker – light blue check 

washable cover, dark blue metal frame, suitable for 

baby up to 9 kgs (20 lbs) £10. 

W.H. Smith paper shredder -  blue plastic, shreds 

up to 5 pages at a time £10. 

Call Linda or Ian on 01392-841402 (Upton Pyne) 

or email lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Police advice 
 

Action Fraud state that a lone fraudster has 

approached victims in the local area. They enquire 

about directions or ask for hotel recommendations. 

Several other fraudsters intervene claiming to be 

plain-clothed officers and will sometimes present 

false identification to gain trust. They then examine 

the victims’ wallet, purse or personal items. 
  

After the fake police ‘checks’, victims have been 

handed back their personal items. Later they realise 

that a quantity of money/valuables are missing. 
  

How to protect yourself:  always ask for officers’ 

rank and force. Examine all identification - very 

important if in plain clothes.  Real Police Officers 

never ask for your passwords/PIN details. Do not 

give this information to anyone.  Neither will they 

ever request that you withdraw/transfer money to 

them or to a ‘safe’ account. 

 

Wanted ! 
  

Bric-a-brac for Saturday Market 
stall 

All proceeds from this stall go to Memorial 
Hall funds 

 

Contact Peter & Eileen Mason 

860727 

mailto:lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Committee   

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The very successful Pie and Quiz night was enjoyed 

by over sixty competitive and sometimes raucous 

participants in eleven teams. We would like to thank 

the kitchen volunteers for preparing the pie and mash 

supper and Colin Marshall for devising the 

challenging and varied quiz (including the questions 

on Thorverton) and acting as question master on the 

night.   

The Hall Committee will be busy this month 

preparing two exciting events for July.  If you have 

not already bought your tickets for the Summer Ball 

you just have time to do so. 

THE SUMMER BALL 

Saturday 1
st
 July, 7.30 to late 

Those of you who danced (or in my case shuffled) 

around the dance floor at the Xmas Ball (and those 

who missed the opportunity): now is the chance to 

enjoy another fab evening beginning with canapes 

and Prosecco followed by the fantastic music of  
 

RUDE AWAKENING  
(you’ve seen the advert!) 

 

Price £12.50, Tickets from the Berry Dairy 

Dress to please 
 

The following Saturday, 8
th

 July 
 

THORVERTON FUN DAY 
 

The July Saturday Market, 9.30 – 11.00 will be 

immediately followed by the FUN DAY  with lots of 

activities for all the family including the Craft 

Competition and Dog Show (see details on right); 

Wiz Bang entertainment for children (back by 

popular demand); children’s treasure hunt; face 

painting; skittles, Splat the Rat, duck race; and much 

more. Drinks, burgers, hot dogs, etc. available all 

day. Live music from Bernie Samuel. Come for 

breakfast, come for lunch, come for tea, come for the 

whole day! Go for it: enter your crafts (you could 

win) and your dogs (they could win). 

 

 

May Saturday Market Draw results 
1

st
. prize: Chicken dinner- Carol Peam.  2

nd
 prize: 

Bottle of wine – Sue Harlow.   3
rd

 prize: Box of 

chocolates – Jackie Page. 4
th
 prize: Box of chocolates 

– Colin Marshall. 

Bric-a-brac wanted 

Donation for the Bric-a Brac stall at the Saturday 

Market will be very welcome. All takings go to the 

Hall’s funds.  

Memorial Hall Committee members 

Sarah Addicott (tel. 860818), Mike Baldwin 

(860853), Roseanne Benn (860768), Roger 

Fieldhouse (860768), Jeff Grace (860489), John 

Hodge (860088), Clare Heaven-Roberts (861399), 

Bob Hyde (860354), Colin Marshall (861228),  

David Reygate (860332), Mike Shelton (861027) 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk   f. thorverton 

memorial hall 

 

 

COMPANION DOG 

SHOW 
Saturday 8th July 2017 

 

TO BE HELD AT 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 
 

in aid of 

The Memorial Hall 
 

JUDGING STARTS AT 2.00pm 

ENTRIES TAKEN FROM 1.00pm 
 

JUDGE: Joan Kidley 

~~~~~~~~~ 
CLASSES  £1 per class 

     Class   1    Best Puppy (up to 12 months) 

     Class   2    Most Handsome Dog  

     Class   3    Prettiest Bitch 

     Class   4    Best Rescue 

     Class   5    Best Veteran Over 7 years 

     Class   6    Most Appealing Eyes 

     Class   7    Best Crossbreed 

     Class   8    Best Junior Handler (Up to 14 yrs) 

     Class   9    Waggiest Tail 

     Class 10    Best Condition 

     Class 11    Best Trick 

     Class 12    Fastest Bonio Eater 
                                   

     Rosettes 1-6 and specials for children.  

     BEST IN SHOW   

     (Winners from classes 1 to 12) 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 9
th
 May 2017. The latest meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane  

or on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

13
th

 June at Thorverton Memorial Hall at 7.30pm and all  

are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Thorverton Annual Parish Meeting – 3
rd

 May 2017 

I am pleased to report that 66 people attended this meeting to receive reports on the work of the PC over the past 

year, the proposed new Cemetery, the Hulk Lane bridleway and the new homes at Court Barton Close. The major 

topic of conversation was the proposed new Cemetery which received positive support from all in attendance.  
 

A new Cemetery for Thorverton 

At the May Meeting of the PC it was resolved that plans for the proposed new Cemetery would be taken forward. 

Last year the PC undertook a feasibility study to ascertain the most suitable site and an area off Dark Lane, beside 

the Drill Hall/Courbet Court, was identified. A pre-planning application to MDDC resulted in a site meeting which 

received favourable feedback. The next stage is for the PC to commission an archaeological dig, as required by 

MDDC, to determine whether negotiations between the PC and Church Commissioners, regarding the land 

purchase, can be re-opened. An update on the matter will follow next month. 
 

A new Chairman for the Parish Council 

At the Annual Parish Council Meeting in May Cllr Nick Bright, of Fair Oak, was elected as the new Chairman for 

the forthcoming year and Cllr Stuart Crang was elected as Vice Chairman. The other Parish Councillors are John 

Hodge, Neville Lane, Hilary Lawson, David Reygate, Graham Sims, John Spivey, Rob Turner and David Waldron. 

If you wish to discuss a matter with a Councillor please do not hesitate to make contact.  
  

Village Handyman/Road Warden duties and the village grass cutting schedule 

Colin will be completing the following duties during May: clearing foliage around road signs in Dark Lane, 

cleaning the Dinneford Street leat, cutting village grass, strimming around the Rec and Jubilee Green, spraying the 

weeds at Cleaves Close and spraying the pavement cobbles as required.  If you would like a copy of the MDDC / 

DCC grass cutting schedule for the village please let me know.  
 

Village ‘tidy up day’ on July 15
th

 2017 

You will find more information on this event elsewhere in Focus but if you are interested in joining in a morning of 

fun spent tidying up the village then please contact me or look out for posters around the village. 
 

PC spending  

For your information, the resolved payments at the May meeting included: £165 for the ride-on-mower insurance, 

£300 for 12 months hall hire for PC meetings, £50 down payment for secure storage, £921 for new Handyman tools 

and equipment (paid for by MDDC Grant Funding) and £58.77 for the electricity for the Christmas tree lights on 

Jubilee Green. The total of last tax year’s Recreation Ground spending was confirmed as £1,352.24 
 

Planning Applications - to view planning documentation go to: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

 17/00677/HOUSE Erection of side and rear extensions at 33 Silver Street, Thorverton.  Supported. 

Planning decisions –  

 17/00585/CAT Notice of intention to fell trees at 3 Dinneford Street, Thorverton. No objection. 

 

Court Barton Close – affordable homes for local people 

If you are interested in securing an affordable home, or know someone who is, register at Devon Home Choice,  

on-line, as a matter of urgency: devonhomechoice@middevon.gov.uk 

https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
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Notice Board  
 

THORVERTON CHURCH  
CHOIR     ♫ 
 

….would welcome some new members now 
 

If you like singing and choral music and would 

like to be a valued member of our community’s 

church choir, regularly supporting church 

services, then you’d be most welcome to join us. 

Why not come to hear us sing one Sunday or 

come along to a Thursday practice just to try it 

out? 

We sing a wide range of music and are always 

open to new ideas.  The choir has around 20 

regular members of all ages and ‘extras’ join us 

for our Christmas carol service. 

Do contact me for more information. 
 

Thursday Practices at Thorverton Church 
 

   7.45 – 9.00pm 
 

June 15
th

, 29
th

    July 13
th

, 20
th
 (party) 

 

Services with Choir  
 

June  4
th

  Communion 9.30am  choir anthem  

June 17
th

  Wedding 

June 18
th

  Family Service (Fathers’ Day)  

                  9.30 for 10.00am  choir anthem 

July  2
nd

   Communion 9.30am  choir anthem 

July  16
th

 Family Service 9.30am for 10.00 

                                                     choir anthem 
Aug  19th  Wedding 
 

CONTACT :  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419  

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 
 

 
 

 

Welcome Café 
 

The Welcome Café is open each  

Monday (apart from Bank Holidays)  

from 2.30 pm  

in the WI Hut.   

Come and join us for tea, cake and a chat.  

Anyone welcome. 
 

Walk on the Wild Side 
 

at Byway Farm, 
 

(EX5 5LN, next to Bickleigh Castle) 
 

Sunday 25
th
 June 

 

from 2pm 
 

Come and see the wildflower meadows and orchids; 

the ponds and the young woodlands. 
 

Refreshments available. 
 

Courtesy of John and Jan Greenslade. 
 

For Children’s Hospice 

 

TCT LTD NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

(your local BANK) 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office and banking 

services, easy CASH withdrawal, newspapers, 

magazines, stationery, posting and packing materials, 

health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, laundry service, 

photocopying, Fathers’ Day cards  

– helpful, friendly service  
 

EASY PARKING 
  

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 

Thorverton Post Office 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 

 

E.H.S.C Terrier, Lurcher and Family Dog Show 
 

 Sunday 6
th

 August  
 

Crooke Meadow, North Tawton, EX20 2BJ  
 

Gates open 12 noon, show commencing 12.30.   
 

Stalls welcome by prior arrangement.  
 

Donation to the Ellen Tinkham School.   
 

email: biddypeck@gmail.com. mob: 07888722714 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
mailto:biddypeck@gmail.com


Focus on Thorverton  7         Vol 48 No 6 June 2017 
 

 

 

Silverton Link Up Plant Sale 13
th

 May 2017 

The morning was very successful and raised £705 

towards Link Up the Wyndham House Surgery 

transport scheme which helps patients get to medical 

appointments. 
 

Fundraising included Doreen's Plant and Judith's 

Garden Theme stalls, raffle, cake sale, tea/coffee 

morning. 
 

I would like to thank everybody who contributed and 

supported the event with a special thanks to Doreen, 

Len and their son Adrian, without them the morning 

would not have happened. 
 

Link Up are always looking for new volunteer drivers 

for further information please contact myself. 
 

Thank you 

Roger Higman 

01392 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients  

 

 VOLUNTEER DRIVERS  

    Jean Hawkins 860849      John Kiely 861545 

    Doreen Beer 860731        Stephen Roach 861042   

    Mary Smith 861916         Dave Sleep 860678 

    Mary Hall 860532            John Pizey 861711 

   John Owen-Jones 841085 (This driver only does  

                                              surgery appointments) 
 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT ONE 

OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS 

POSSIBLE. 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the 

Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 

appreciated.  Donations should be given direct to the 

driver, who issues a receipt. 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up 

their time to help others in the community.  

Although they will do their best, they cannot always 

be available, so it may not always be possible to 

arrange a lift. 
 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk      

 

Silverton Link Up Require Volunteer Car 

Drivers 
 

Have you a little time to spare?  Can you help 

Wyndham House Surgery patients, with 

transport difficulties, get to their medical 

appointments?    It could be a few hours a 

week or a month.  You will not have to do any 

journey you do not want to.  Volunteer drivers 

are paid expenses - this includes 45p per mile 

for all mileage. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer 

car driver supporting patient care in the local 

community, please contact Roger Higman, 

SILVERTON LINK UP Co-ordinator - 01392 

860571.  

 
Exeter & District Fuchsia Society 

Fuchsia Show 
 

Sunday the 16th July 
 

1-30 until 4pm 
 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

Plant stall, Cake stall, Tombola, Refreshments 
 

Entry £1 
 

 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

will be holding their monthly  
 

Coffee Morning 
(or tea if you prefer!) 

 

Friday 2nd June 

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
 

A warm welcome to all 

 

 
 

A look at Luke 
Who do people say Jesus is? 

Come and join the group in the 
Thorverton Arms 

Fridays 9th & 23rd June 
2.15 - 3.15 pm 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 
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Ladies’ Group Summer Barbecue 

 
 

To take advantage of the late summer evenings 
we are holding our end of season Barbecue on 

Thursday 29th June at 6:30 pm 
 
by kind invitation of Beryl Grace, Moss Bank.  
 

Can you please let me know if you're able to 
attend and also to advise whether you're 

bringing along a salad or dessert by  
NO LATER THAN MONDAY 26th JUNE. 

 

Thanks, Sue Batty: 860140 
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Tea in the garden at Pynes 
The Friends of Upton Pyne will be providing delicious light refreshments in 
aid of the church maintenance fund on Sunday 25th June (1-5 pm) when the 
lovely gardens at Pynes will be open to the public as part of the National 
Gardens Scheme.  
Admission £4, children free.  

Friends of Upton Pyne - helping to maintain our village church 

and its grounds. 
 

Silverton Street market – 

Saturday August 5th 

    

Time out - A watch was left last year and it will be 

waiting to be reunited with its owner - so will the owner 

please return for it and enjoy this year’s ‘music’ themed 

market.   
 

Immerse yourself in the bustling street 

stalls, sup the hoppy golden brew ‘Top of the 

Hops’ while your children have their faces 

painted, indulge in a different food taste and 

wander around the traffic-free streets 

picking up bargains with live music filling the 

air.  And by the end of the day, find yourself 

drawn into the throng cheering the 

traditional and dynamic local tug of war 

teams. 
 

This year the music theme spills over into the 

evening and three bands will be playing in the 

community Hall from 7 till 11.30pm. The 

headlining group are ‘Basher Tate’ who play a 

variety of music from Madness to Bruno 

Mars, Selva, and a local band Holy Solar will 

also be playing.  Tickets are £5 in advance, 

or £7 on the door.  There will be a licensed 

bar and Hog Roast.   
 

Entrance to Silverton Street Market is only 

£2.50 and 50p for children, parking is free 

and the atmosphere amazing. There is 

something to suit all ages so mark the day in 

your calendar.  All the money raised goes to 

local groups and organisations and this year 

money is also being raised to provide night 

lighting to enable the Devon Air Ambulance to 

land in Silverton. 
Jane Hiley 

Publicity 
 

Thorverton Royal British Legion 

 

Cream Tea and Draw 
 

At Thorverton House, Silver Street 

 

Saturday 12
th

 August 

2.30pm 
 

In aid of Branch funds and CLIC Sargent 

(helping young people with cancer) 
 

 
 



Focus on Thorverton  11         Vol 48 No 6 June 2017 
 

 

 

Thorverton Open Gardens 
 
 

On Sunday 25th June, between 1:30 and 5:30pm,  
eight lovely Thorverton village gardens will be opening their gates for visitors to 

enjoy, and to raise money for Hospiscare. 
 

Please come along and support this wonderful event. Several of the gardens will have  
delicious refreshments available for you to enjoy as you relax in beautiful surroundings.  

What better way to spend a Sunday afternoon ! 
 

Visitors will need to head to the village hall car park first, to buy a garden 
passport for £5, this allows one adult entry to all eight gardens. There is 

no charge for children but they must be accompanied by an adult please. 

 
 

 

SILVERTON & EXE VALLEY SENIORS 
June 2017 activities Newsletter 

 
Events & activities for the            plus 

 

COFFEE MORNING – Tuesday 13h June  

St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton is the location between 1000 & 1130.  An opportunity to chat, take part in our 

optional quiz and raffle or book an outing.  Entrance charge £1:00 includes refreshments.  Everyone most 

welcome 

 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 5 & 19 June 

St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton starts at 2:00 PM prompt.  Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment and 

raffle ticket.  It’s fun and keeps the brain cells active! 
 

FORTHCOMING MONTHLY OUTINGS SUMMARY  

Wed. 21st June  Sidmouth & Jurassic Coast Cruise & Cream Tea £22 

Tues. 25th July  Steam Railway (WSR) and Exmoor Tour  £22 

Thurs.17th August          Truro & River Fal Cruise – Thursday 17th August £22 

 

For our June outing our coach leaves Silverton at 09:30 (Tiverton 0900, Bickleigh 0907, Ruffwell 0935, Rewe 

0938, Stoke Canon 0940) for a short journey to the Regency coastal town of Sidmouth (described by the late 

Poet Laureate John Betjeman as  “a town caught still in a timeless charm”) where there will be time to see the 

gardens, sea front and shops before travelling to Exmouth to embark our Stuart Line boat for a 2½ cruise of 

the Jurassic coast with commentary and a Cream Tea.  Inclusive cost £22. 

For our July outing we leave Silverton at 0930 (Stoke Canon, 0905, Rewe, 0908, Ruffwell, 0910, Bickleigh 

0937, Tiverton 0945) and travel to Bishops Lydeard to catch our West Somerset Railway train to Minehead 

travelling through the picturesque Brendon and Quantock Hills arriving in time for lunch or refreshment in one 

of the many cafes and pubs.  In the afternoon our coach will take us over Exmoor with a tea stop at the Bridge 

Cafe Winsford on our return journey back to the Exe Valley.  Inclusive outing cost £22.   

If you are interested in any of the above events or would like to join the Club please contact Martin Clough 

Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or visit our website http//www.sevs.info for more details of our programme. 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com


Focus on Thorverton  12         Vol 48 No 6 June 2017 
 

 

THORVERTON Memorial Hall 
Family Fun Day 
JULY 8th 2017 

EX5 5LT 
 

Crafters/Traders Stall Application Form 
 

Applicant details 

 

Name .......................................................................... 

 

Address ……………………………………………… 

 

.................................................................................... 

 

Post Code ................................................................... 

 

Tel No. ........................................................................ 

 

Email ……………………………………………… 

 

Type of business/Stall ................................................. 

 

……………………………………………………….. 

 

Stall Holders Insurance Details 

Insurance 

Company……………………………………………. 

Policy 

Number……………………………………………… 

Renewal 

Date………………………………………………… 

 

A 10ft x 10ft pitch can be reserved for £10. 
 

Applicants are responsible for providing table(s) and 

shade/shelter for their stalls if required.  
 

We regret that no stalls serving food/drink for 

immediate consumption will be accepted. Sites will 

be allocated on a first come first served basis. 
 

Please return the application form, together with a 

cheque/P.O. for £10, payable to 
 

Thorverton Memorial Hall to  

Donna Hodge, 10 Silver St, Thorverton, EX5 5LT. 
 

We regret we are unable to accept post dated cheques 

For any questions regarding having a stall at the 

Family Fun Day please email 

Thorvertonopenday@gmail.com with the subject 

Open Day or phone 01392 860088. 
 

 

Signed ......................................................................  
 

Date ............................................... 

 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS –  

27th June 2017 

 

Fun Day Homecraft classes  2017  
 

5 years and under 

1.  Peppermint creams x 5 

2.  Picture using potato printing 

 

6-10 yrs 

3.  Sugar mice x 3  

4.  Grow cress in an unusual object 

 

10-16 yrs 

5.  Shortbread fingers x 5 

6.  An animal made from vegetables 

 

Flowers Classes 

7.   A single rose  

8.   Stems of flowers from garden x 5 

9.   An arrangement in a thimble 

10. Arrangement using only 5 flowers and anything  

      i.e. foliage, pebbles, driftwood, no more than    

      18 x18ins 
11. An arrangement entitled JOY (your interpretation) 

12. A flowering pot plant  

 

Cooking Classes 

13. Gingerbread x 5 

14. Pasty x 3 

15. Muffins x 4 

16. Round chocolate sponge layer cake  

17. Fancy dessert for 2 

 

Preserves 

18. A jar of beetroot 

19. A jar of curd 

 

Photo Class 

20. An insect (a photo, NOT a magazine or  

      newspaper cutting) 

  

Entry fee - 

Classes 1-9        Free     

Rest of classes   50p 

….............................................................. 

 

Prizes can be collected from the bar after 3.00pm 

 

Please contact on    

thorvertonopenday.gmail.com  
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Homecraft Classes Rules 

1. Closing date 1 July 2017. 

2. Classes for ages 17 and over are 50p to enter. 

 

3. Classes for 16 and under and are free to enter 

    - ages to be shown on entry form and exhibit. 

4. Entry fees are per item entered. 

5. Entry fees are non-negotiable. 

 

6. The competition is open to anyone. 

 

7. All exhibits must arrive before 10am Sat. July 8
th
 . 

 

8. Judging will commence at 10am prompt on Sat.     

    July 8
th
. 

 

9. Prize money can be collected after 2pm on the day. 

 

10. The committee cannot be held responsible for   

      unclaimed prizes. 

 

 

11. The committee cannot be held responsible for any  

      loss or damage or problem with any such item. 

 

12. Entries are left entirely at the owner's risk. 

 

13. The judges’ decision is final.  

 

 

Cookery Classes Guidelines 
 

14. All items must be covered with “Cling Film” or  

      similar. 

 

15. Cakes should be on a plate with a doily. 

 

16. Savouries should be on a plain plate. 

 

17. All preserves and chutneys should be clearly  

      labelled with the variety and date made.  

 

Prizes can be collected from the bar after 3.00pm. 
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Church Services and News  

JUNE 2017 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 4 June Whit Sunday   

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  SS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF 

10:00 am Service of the Word, Bells & Flowers Festival Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon Lay Led 

11:15 am Family Service & Baptism  Newton St Cyres KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

03:00 pm  Evensong [BCP] Netherexe J Henton 

06:30 pm Thy Kingdom Come Celebration  Exeter Catherdral     

 

 

Sunday 11 June Trinity Sunday    

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham MSS 

09:30 am Open   Thorverton      

10:00 am Informal Gathering   Stoke Canon  

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word  Rewe                                             P Colebrook 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne MSS 

 

 

Sunday 18 June Trinity 1  

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   KC 

09:30 am Open   Thorverton  

10:00 am  Family Service  Thorverton  Lay Led  

10:00 am  Service of the Word & Baptism  Cadbury KC 

10:00 am  Service of the Word   Poltimore  Lay Led  

11:00 am Patronal Festival Followed by Lunch   Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  KC 

 

 

Sunday 25 June Trinity 2  

09:30 am Sunday Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres KC 

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon Lay Led 

10:00 am Service of the Word  Upton Pyne LF  

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church BOF 
   Joint with Parish Church 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe KC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury LF  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham Lay Led  

 

 

Sunday 2 July Trinity 3    

09:30 am  Family Service    Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am St Peter’s Week Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke                      Lay Led & KC 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe 

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore KC      

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 
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Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022. 

 

 

Parish Letter 
What it means to be Armenian 
 

I am often asked the question "Where is Armenia?" 

Well, it is a small land-locked country, about the size 

of Wales, located between the Caspian and Black 

Seas.  It is where my ancestors are from and, like all 

Armenians, I am very proud of my heritage. The 

capital city of Yerevan lies in the shadow of the 

biblical Mount Ararat upon which Noah's Ark 

landed. Mount Ararat is the only mountain in an 

otherwise very flat landscape and has in fact TWO 

peaks. Folklore says that it was in fact once the 

highest mountain on Earth but, when the Ark landed, 

it collapsed to form two smaller peaks. The soil at the 

foothills of Mount Ararat is very rich making the 

land the agricultural bread basket of the former 

Soviet Union, some even say that it was the location 

of the Garden of Eden! Armenians are the modern-

day descendants of the tribe of Hittites. That is all 

Old Testament. 
 

In 301AD, twelve years before Constantine legalized 

Christianity in the Roman Empire, King Tiridates III 

made Christianity the official religion of Armenia, 

the first national ruler to do so. An alphabet was 

created in 405AD by a priest, Mesrob, in order to 

make the first translation of the bible from Greek. It 

was then accessible to the faithful which was a 

fundamental step in strengthening the Armenian 

national identity as Christians. The Armenians were 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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subsequently conquered by the Romans, Arabs, 

Persians, Ottomans, and Soviets. In 1915, the Young 

Turks government attempted to exterminate them, 

massacring 1.5 million. In 1988, an earthquake killed 

up to 50,000 Armenians. That same year, a war 

between Armenia and Azerbaijan claimed tens of 

thousands of lives. 
 

Yet despite this tragic history, Armenian culture 

survived, largely thanks to the Armenians’ steadfast 

fidelity to their Christian faith. According to a 2012 

survey, 92 percent of Armenians consider themselves 

religious, the third-highest percentage anywhere in 

the world. 
 

Thanks to the pioneering vision of St John Paul II 

and Karekin I, the main obstacle to communion 

between the Catholic and Armenian Apostolic 

Churches was lifted in 1996. Furthermore, unlike the 

Orthodox Churches, the Armenians do not have a 

centuries-old grudge against Rome. The Armenian 

Apostolic Church remains the only Church that is in 

Communion with both the Catholics and Protestants -

how ecumenical is that! Although being ordained in 

the Armenian Church, I feel equally at home 

worshipping at St Mary the Virgin, Rewe. 
 

Armenians and Jews share many things in common: 

they are both ancient Near Eastern people with a long 

history. They have often faced persecution, which 

culminated in the Armenian Genocide of 1915 and 

the Holocaust of the Jews in WWII.  Adolf Hitler in 

fact modelled the Holocaust on the Ottoman 

extermination of the Western Christian Armenians.  
 

Last month was the UK release of the acclaimed film 

"The Promise" which recounts the story of the 

Armenian Genocide amidst a Love Story which 

caused the dispersal of Armenians into the worldwide 

Diaspora, which is how I came to be in Devon ... or 

did God have this planned?   
 

In his book entitled “Historical views of 

Devonshire”, Richard Polwhele (1793) argues that 

the first inhabitants of Britain came from Armenia; 

specifically settling in the Devonshire. That is not 

how I came to be here, but nevertheless I feel truly 

blessed to share my Christian faith in this beautiful 

Mission Community. 
 

Լեւոն Ստեփան (Lévon Stephan) 

Rewe 

  

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request? 

If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday between 
10.00 and 12 noon when I will be happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 

Baptist Church  
 

'All human life is there' 
 

That was the slogan of the now defunct News of the 

World.  It was never true, of course.  Only the seamy 

side of human life was there.  Stories that were 

wholesome and uplifting had no interest for that 

particular newspaper.  But for the Bible, all human 

life IS there - the sordid as well as the lovely, the 

good and the bad, the ugly and the beautiful.  This is 

because it is the ultimate reality book.  It contains so 

many things we are supposed to follow, but equally 

many to avoid and turn away from in disgust. 
 

Much of the life of Israel's King David falls into the 

latter category.  It does not show us how to behave.  

On the contrary, it shows us all the consequences of 

what happens when we fail to follow God's pattern 

for our lives.  That pattern includes the Ten 

Commandments, which form the basis of our 

society.  In one painful episode (related in 2 Samuel 

chapter 11) David breaks five of those command-

ments in quick succession.  His attention was drawn 

to another man's wife ('Thou shalt not covet thy 

neighbour's wife.').  He had her brought to his palace 

('Thou shalt not steal.').  He took her not only into his 

home but into his bed ('Thou shalt not commit 

adultery.').  He plotted and schemed and lied to get 

rid of an unco-operative husband ('Thou shalt not 

bear false witness.').  Finally, in desperation, he got 

rid of the loyal husband on the field of battle ('Thou 

shalt not kill.').   And this was the behaviour of the 

King of Israel, supposed to give an example to the 

people.  But judgement follows: 'The thing that 

David had done displeased the Lord.' 
 

That displeasure was made felt when the prophet 

Nathan was sent by God to the King with a beguiling 

little tale about two neighbours, one of whom had 

numerous flocks and the other just one tiny pet lamb.  

When he needed to provide a meal for a visitor, the 

rich man, instead of selecting a lamb from his own 

flock, took the poor man's pet to feed the traveller. 
 

That artful story was of course a trap, and David fell 

right into it.  Burning with anger, he proclaimed: 'The 

man who has done this dreadful thing deserves to 

die.'   And back came the message of the prophet: 

'Thou art the man! 
 

All the above is the background to the remorse 

expressed by the King in Psalm 51: 'Have mercy on 

me, O God... and cleanse me from all my sin.'  Some 

five hundred years ago, a former minister of Henry 

VIII pleaded for mercy in a desperate letter to the 

King from the Tower of London, where he had been 

imprisoned. 'Most gracious prince, I cry for mercy, 

mercy, mercy...'  The plea fell on deaf ears. Henry 
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did not respond except to have Thomas Cromwell 

executed. 
 

Not so in the case of David.  He knew something of 

the character of God and that his cry would not go 

unheeded.  He threw himself on the grace of God for 

forgiveness, even for the gross sins he had been 

guilty of.  He asked for cleansing, just as a dirty 

garment needs washing: 'Wash me and I shall be 

whiter than snow.'  He asked for a pure heart, a 

steadfast spirit, the presence of the Holy Spirit with 

him, restoring joy and confidence on his life.  He was 

not seeking justice.  That would have meant 

condemnation.  He needed mercy and grace. 
 

We today have the privilege of being able to read this 

psalm through New Testament eyes, i.e. in the light 

of the death of Jesus on the cross.  A thousand years 

or so after the experience of David, the Apostle John 

was to write: 'If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness." 

Maurice Harrison  
 

                                              

The Amateur Dramatics Society 
 

The following is a summary of TADS AGM, held 

on 26th April 2017 
 

The Chair reported that although there had only 

been one production during the year, the Murder 

Mystery in October 2016, it had been enjoyed by 

those involved and well received by the audiences.  

We had a rather disappointing turnout for our TADS 

party in March 2017, but again it was enjoyed by 

those who participated in the entertainment as well as 

those who came along just for the fun, so, all in all, it 

had been a happy year.  She felt, however, that the 

Society should aim to put on at least 2 productions 

each year but that to realise this goal, the Society 

needed to attract a larger membership.  She asked 

current members to think hard and come up with 

some new ideas as to how this might be achieved. 
 

The meeting agreed that the current annual 

subscription of £5 per member should be maintained 

for the coming year.  It was, however, agreed that 

free membership should be offered to each new 

member for the first year, or part year of their 

membership. 

 

The meeting extended a vote of thanks to Jane 

Peyton-Jones, who had stepped down mid-term from 

her role as Youth Officer due to other commitments.  

Those present thanked her for her previous 

involvement with TADS both on and off stage and 

expressed the hope that she would find it possible to 

re-join us in the not too distant future. 
 

The following Committee Members were elected: 
 

Sheena Hunter-Hedges (Chair), Bob Hyde (Vice 

Chair and Memorial Hall Representative),  

Simon Hedges (Treasurer), Mary Ette (Minutes 

Secretary), Cathy Williams (Membership and 

Subscriptions Secretary), Jack Spicer (Youth 

Officer), Simon Ette and Sue Hyde. 
 

If you are interested in going on stage, helping 

behind scenes, or have any skills you think we 

might find useful, we’d love to hear from you.  

Please get in touch with Sheena either by phone 

01392 860843 or email sheena@marhaus.co.uk 
 

Sheena Hunter-Hedges 

 

Poetry 1 
 

May I say thank you to Ella Jeffreys for those kind 

words in her lovely poem. 
 

I was very touched by it, especially as it came from 

the heart of such a young and talented girl.  And good 

to know that the written word is still important - not 

everyone is glued to mobile phones, etc. 
 

This month’s poem, “A Gift to Share”, was written 

over thirty years ago; but I thought it appropriate to 

let you know how and why some poetry comes to be. 

 

A gift to share 
 

What does poetry mean to me? 

I feel it is a kind of prayer, 

A latter set ‘twixt earth and heaven 

And for my feet an upward stair. 

It is communication with 

An instinct, wider, greater far, 

Than any media, sight or sound, 

Poetry is a guiding star. 

It sleeps within the inmost heart 

And will awaken like a flower 

Unassuming and unsought; but yet 

With overwhelming power. 

 

Poetry is an inward truth 

And from the spirit must evolve; 

When moved by beauty, pity, grief, 

A poet’s thoughts must needs involve 

The influence of life’s companion, 

Of acquaintance and close friend; 

Poetry is a true blessing, 

To cultivate and comprehend. 

All this is poetry to me, 

All that’s worthwhile, sincere and fair, 

It’s a reason for existence; 

It is a gift with you to share. 

 

Doreen Beer 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
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Thorverton Millennium Green 
Trust 

Chairman's Annual Report 2017 

Our efforts this year have concentrated on the 

purchase of an extension to the Green.  The field 

between Silver Street and the stream is being sold by 

the Church Commission.  We are still negotiating to 

purchase a strip of land (area 0.16 acre) bordering the 

north side of the stream.  The white pegs indicate the 

edge of the strip.  Owning land on both sides of the  

stream would be advantageous, particularly if the 

stream changes its course.  Many thanks to Margaret 

Turner-Warwick for her valuable knowledge and 

input into working with the Church Commission on 

this potential purchase.  We would like to establish a 

new walking route from the peninsula to the picnic 

table.  Crossing the stream would be via stepping 

stones or maybe wooden bridges.  Please let us know 

if you would be able to help with bridge design 

and/or construction! 
 

The Green continues to be maintained by our usual 

trustees and a few loyal volunteers.  Although, as my 

letter to Focus in April indicated, we are very short 

of volunteers to help with jobs such as strimming, 

pruning, nettle and bramble control, and stepping 

stone repairs. On the 4th Saturday of April we had 

only 3 volunteers! 
 

Could you give an hour of your time to join the 

FoTMiGs on the 4th Saturday of each month?  We 

are always grateful to Hank for his excellent mowing, 

with machines kindly provided by Richard Turner-

Warwick. We also thank Richard Player for 

harvesting the long grass in August.    
 

Becky Stannard has continued to update the website 

(www.thorverton.org.uk). Please access this site for 

news of events in the Green.  
 

The willows were pruned in February and, as usual, 

the switches were collected by local residents and 

made use of in the village.   
 

Later this year, Lorraine Colebrook and Ann 

Parkinson are hoping to re-establish the wildflower 

area at the far end of the Green! 
 

Moles have had a field-day (-year) and we need to 

decide whether it should be 'live and let live' or 

'control their activities'.  I notice that they have even 

been digging under the roadside grass verge near the 

Memorial Hall. Any advice regarding the mole 

problem will be gratefully received! 

 

We think that the hogweed infestation (which might 

be giant hogweed) is not yet under control and we 

will need some help with its removal. Please be 

aware that this plant is particularly nasty and avoid 

contact with it! 
 

The Thorverton Millennium Green Trust is a charity 

dependent on donations, both for purchasing the new 

land and for its future financial security; so do think 

of us when making charitable donations or drawing 

up a will.  Many thanks for the online votes to 

support our application to the Aviva Community 

Fund for a grant (>£5000) towards purchase of the 

land.  Unfortunately, this year we were unsuccessful, 

so we will need to search for other sources of 

funding. Any suggestions are welcome! 
 

We look forward to the coming year with our, 

hopefully, expanded Green.  We hope everyone in 

the village continues to enjoy this valuable amenity 

... the dogs certainly do!   Happy walking!! 

 

John Spivey  

 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Scenes 
 

...they sell dog food too... 

 

Photo by the ubiquitous John Spivey 
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Rainfall Record 
Remember April?  It may seem like a long time ago 

now, but it is the last full month that I can report on 

as far as rainfall data are concerned.  It was a dry 

month by Thorverton standards although, perhaps 

surprisingly, not the driest month of the past year, 

indeed, not even the driest April of the past ten years.   

 

Gus Christianson recorded just 19.6 mm of rainfall in 

April 2017.  This compares with a mere 10.8 mm last 

July and 9.2 mm of rainfall in April 2011 

(Thorverton’s driest month over the past ten years).  

What was most unusual was the number of dry days 

– 25 out of 30 for April 2017.  In fact, it did rain hard 

on 30
th
 April, but because Gus’s readings are taken 

the following morning, this shows against May rather 

than April. 

 

Monthly recordings for 2017 so far are shown below, 

compared with 2016 and with the ten-year average: 

 
Figures to 

nearest mm 
2017 2016 10-year 

average 

January 46 141 104 

February 74 101 80 

March 74 84 61 

April 20 21 47 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd 
supporting   Thorverton Post Office, June 2017 

 

May 31
st
 sees the end of TCT’s financial year and 

traditionally is the time when we ask members to 

renew their annual subscriptions to our community 

organisation and of course encourage others to 

become members and support us more. 
 

Subscriptions are an essential part of our Post 

Office’s survival and will remain at £10 per person 

for this coming financial year. 
 

Last year 196 people paid subscriptions and we also 

had some generous donations. Apparently there are 

c.925 residents in Thorverton, so we need to persuade 

more people to realise the value of supporting and 

sustaining a vital village amenity in this way. 
 

Please make use of the form below to become a 

member or renew your subscription. 
 

Also please keep up your regular use of the post 

office and its many services plus the newspaper and 

stationery business. 
 

As mentioned before, we need to have a few people 

‘trained up’ who could help us out when regular staff 

are unwell or unavailable at short notice so please get 

in touch if you can help with that. 

 

Try your local shops FIRST before going 

elsewhere. 

  

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd 

Chair and Company Secretary                               

Jan Hamilton              07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust 

Ltd 
  

I/we 

……………………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………………………… 

  

Address + postcode 
 

……………………………………….......................... 
 

…………………………………………...................... 
 

……………………………………………………… 

  

e-mail ……………………………………………….. 

  

wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-

operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted 

subject to the provisions of its Memorandum and 

Articles of Association (see PO notice-board or 

contact the Secretary to view the full document) 

  

OR 
wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 

  

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) 

for the year 6/2017– 5/2018 (cheques payable to 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 

  

signature(s)………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………… 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to                                                

Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary                                                          

c/o  Thorverton Post Office  or post/deliver to  

TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 

5LS 
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Legal Eagle 
 

Some time ago I devoted a series of articles under the 

Legal Eagle banner to wills and succession; we return 

to the topic this month and in particular to the 

decision of the Supreme Court in the case of Ilott –v- 

Blue Cross and Others [2017]. 
 

A feature of our law of succession is that a testator is 

free to leave his property in whatever way he pleases; 

no relative has a right to receive property under the 

will. However, this principle of testamentary freedom 

gives way, on occasion, to the provisions of the 

Inheritance (Provision for Family and 

Dependants) Act 1975 which gives the court limited 

powers to order financial provision to be made from 

the net estate for the benefit of certain categories of 

individuals. 
 

Mrs Heather Ilott is the daughter of the late Mrs 

Melita Jackson. Mother and daughter had been 

estranged  for some 26 years prior to Mrs Jackson’s 

death in 2004. The estrangement began when Mrs 

Ilott left home to live with her now husband with 

whom she has five children. The Ilotts lived 

independently of Mrs Jackson but in somewhat 

straitened financial circumstances. 
 

Mrs Jackson made a will in 1984 and a later will in 

2002.  Neither will made any provisions for Mrs Ilott, 

instead she left the majority of her estate to three 

animal charities, Blue Cross, RSPB and the RSPCA. 

Together with her will, Mrs Jackson left a letter 

explaining her decision and instructing her executors 

to defend any claim made by her daughter.  Mrs Ilott 

was aware of the situation. 
 

On Mrs Jackson’s death Mrs Ilott brought a claim 

against the estate under the provisions of the ’75 Act 

which lists those persons, who are entitled to make an 

application; children are specifically mentioned in 

s1(1)(c). The wording of s1(1) and s3(1) of the Act 

make it clear that the consideration of an application 

is a two stage process. First the court must consider 

whether the will or intestacy or the combination of 

both was such as not to make reasonable financial 

provision for the applicant. If it is concluded that 

reasonable financial provision was made, that is an 

end of the matter. If, on the other hand, it is 

considered that reasonable financial provision was 

not made for the applicant, the court must go on to 

determine what would be reasonable financial 

provision for the applicant. No limit is placed on the 

age of children of the deceased to claim. 
 

The Act contains, in s3, seven guidelines which must 

be considered in all applications. These include: The 

financial resources and needs of the applicant, any 

other applicant and any beneficiary; Any obligations 

and responsibilities of the deceased towards the 

applicant or any beneficiary; The size and nature of 

the estate and any other matter which the court 

considers relevant. 
 

Mrs Ilott’s claim was based upon the fact that Mrs 

Jackson’s will made no provision for her and it 

should have done and she sought an order for 

reasonable financial provision from the estate, which 

was valued at £486,000. In 2007 a district judge 

found that Mrs Jackson’s will did not make 

reasonable financial provision for Mrs Ilott and 

awarded her the sum of £50,000. The judge 

commented that Mrs Jackson had behaved in an 

“unreasonable, capricious and harsh way towards her 

only child.” An initial challenge by the charities 

against the finding failed and the matter proceeded to 

appeal on the issue of the sum awarded which Mrs 

Ilott claimed was too low. The Court of Appeal 

agreed and increased the sum to £143,000 which 

would allow Mrs Ilott to buy the house, which she 

was living in with her family. The Court also granted 

her the costs of the purchase and a series of payments 

up to a maximum of £20,000. 
 

The charities appealed this award to the Supreme 

Court. The Supreme Court unanimously allowed the 

charities’ appeals, ordered the setting aside of the 

order of the Court of Appeal and restoring the order 

of the district judge. 
 

The court confirmed that when considering an 

application all of the s3 guidelines, so far as they are 

relevant, must be considered. Having done so the 

court should then make a single assessment of what 

amounts to reasonable financial provision. The court 

pointed out that the district judge had worked 

through, as required, each of the s3 guidelines, and 

was entitled to take into account the nature of the 

relationship between Mrs Jackson and Mrs Ilott, Mrs 

Jackson’s very clear wishes and the long period of 

estrangement in reaching his conclusion. 
 

The court emphasised that “Charities depend heavily 

on testamentary bequests for their work, which is by 

definition of public benefit and in many cases will be 

for demonstrably humanitarian purposes. More 

fundamentally, these Charities were the chosen 

beneficiaries of the deceased. They did not have to 

justify a claim on the basis of need under the ’75 Act 

as Mrs Ilott necessarily had to do.” 
 

James Aspden, a partner at Wilsons, who acted for 

the Charities, said that the ruling confirmed the right 

of people to choose who would inherit their property 

when they died. 
 

What is particularly interesting about this case is that, 

the district judge, the members of the Court of 
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Appeal and the Supreme Court all felt that despite the 

26 years of estrangement Mrs Ilott had a legitimate 

claim to a share of her mother’s estate. In the end it 

simply came down to a matter of ‘how much’. 
 

Clive Hamblin 

Cricket Club 
 

Home fixtures for June: 

 

Sat 3
rd

  First XI v Bideford 

Tues 6
th
  T20 v Clyst St George (6pm) 

Sat 10
th
  First XI v Ottery St Mary 

Tues 13
th
 T20 v Clyst Hydon (6pm) 

Sat 17
th
  Second XI v Shobrooke Park 

Sun 18
th
 Friendly v Clyst St George 

Tues 20
th
 T20 v Exwick (6pm) 

Sat 24
th
  Second XI v Sidmouth III 

Sun 25
th
 Pub Cricket Competition 

Tues 27
th
 Friendly v Fawley 

 

I have included below an extract from the Cricket 

Club’s 2017 fixtures programme, which sets out the 

Club’s vision, including plans to redevelop the 

pavilion: 

 

 
 

 

Recipe  
 

Gooseberry Meringue 
 

Free-range Devon egg whites make good meringues. 

For each egg white allow 2 oz (50g) caster sugar – 2 

egg whites will make enough topping for 4 portions.  

 

Make sure the mixing bowl and whisk are grease-free 

and that no yolk is in with the egg whites. Whisk the 

egg whites, gradually adding the sugar until the 

mixture is firm, glossy, and forms stiff peaks. Spoon 

the meringue on top of 1.lb (500g) gooseberries 

which have been stewed with a little sugar, and dust 

with a little sugar. Bake in a moderate oven until the 

meringue is lightly coloured and crisp. Serve with 

organic cream or yogurt. 
 

Paul Cleave Sustainable Crediton 

 

Bag 2 School 
 

Thorverton School PTFA has a Bag 2 School 

collection at 9am on Friday 23
rd

 June.  Pick up a 

Bag 2 School bag from the Berry Diary and fill it 

with any of the following item: clothing, paired shoes 

(tied together or elastic band around), handbags, hats, 

bags, scarves & ties, jewellery, belts, soft toys, 

household linen, curtains, towels and bedding (bed 

sheets, pillow cases and duvet covers). Make sure 

your bag is at school by Friday 23
rd

 June and it will 

be collected, weighed and help raise valuable funds 

for the school – thank you. Thorverton School PTFA 

has a Bag 2 School collection at 9am on Friday 

23
rd

 June.  Pick up a Bag 2 School bag from the 

Berry Diary and fill it with any of the following 

item: clothing, paired shoes (tied together or elastic 

band around), handbags, hats, bags, scarves & ties, 

jewellery, belts, soft toys, household linen, curtains, 

towels and bedding (bed sheets, pillow cases and 

duvet covers). Make sure your bag is at school by 

Friday 23
rd

 June and it will be collected, weighed and 

help raise valuable funds for the school – thank you. 

 

Rachel Mildon 
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History Society 
 

Polish 307 Squadron – Lwow Eagle Owls      

Michael Parrott 

 

 

Photo by Robin Blythe-Lord 
 

Michael has no Polish links but has researched the 

background of the Polish night fighter squadron 

based in Exeter for a period during the Second World 

War. He is a Friend of the Higher Cemetery at 

Heavitree and whilst exploring the history of one of 

the chapels he found a plaque in Polish. This plaque 

was to remember the life of a Polish navigator from 

this squadron who was shot down over the Dutch 

coast and has no known grave. The navigator’s 

widow Betty went to Poland and saw a stone 

memorial to her husband so she carved a copy in 

wood and presented it to Exeter City Council. They 

placed it in the chapel as 19 of his comrades are 

buried here. 
 

Germany invaded Poland in 1939 and Polish airmen 

were ordered to evacuate. Their route took them to 

Romania where they were issued with false passports 

and then they were shipped to France. They joined 

the French air force but were not liked by the French 

who blamed them for the German invasion. When 

France capitulated they were offered the chance to go 

to Argentina or “last hope island” which was the UK. 

All of them chose to come to the UK and they arrived 

in Liverpool. A total of 15,000 members of the Polish 

air force reached the UK during the war years. 
 

Having arrived, they were moved from Liverpool to 

Blackpool and 16 squadrons were formed. One of 

these was 307, the only night fighter squadron. Their 

first plane was the Defiant but the only armament 

was a rear firing gun and the Luftwaffe soon took 

advantage of a plane with no forward firing guns. At 

first the squadron was not allowed to fly by the RAF 

and had to practice formation work by riding bicycles 

around the air field. It was only when a Polish pilot 

demonstrated his ability to fly and managed to take 

off his flying suit whilst doing so did they convince 

the RAF they were competent flyers.    
 

The squadron moved to Exeter in April 1941. 

Officers were allowed to stay in local hotels but other 

ranks were billeted in tents at the air field. During an 

enemy attack on the airfield, one crew managed to 

get a plane off the runway and shot down a German 

bomber. The navigator of this plane was Sgt 

Stanislaw Jarzembowski who died later in the war 

when the plane he was in made an emergency 

landing at Winkleigh air field. The pilot and an air 

cadet were knocked out by the hard landing but 

Stanislaw managed to throw them both out of the 

plane before it exploded, killing him. 
 

British pilots started hooting at the Polish air crews 

because they likened them to owls as they were only 

seen at night, but the owl connection stayed and 

helped create their name along with the addition of 

the Polish city of Lwow. After the Defiant plane, 

they were provided with Beaufighters. These were 

supplied with on board radar which was in its 

infancy. The RAF required this to be kept totally 

secret and to check the security a senior RAF officer 

visited Exeter air field dressed as Hitler. He entered a 

hanger and said his greetings in German but was 

immediately attacked by a mechanic with a wrench. 

A few days later the RAF wing commander wrote to 

the senior Polish officer praising the action of the 

mechanic. 
 

Their new plane, the Beaufighter, was not a good 

plane to fly and if it lost one of its two engines it was 

very difficult to land. Of the 19 Polish airmen buried 

at Exeter, 17 were killed in accidents. They had 

responsibility to defend an area from Land’s End to 

Portsmouth and up to Swansea. In May 1942 up to 40 

Luftwaffe bombers headed up the Exe on a bombing 

raid on Exeter. The squadron had 4 Beaufighters 

available to them and they managed to shoot down 4 

enemy bombers, saving Exeter from the further 

damage they may have inflicted. 
 

The Beaufighters were replaced with the Mosquito, a 

very fast two-engine plane made of wood but it still 

suffered from the same problem as the Beaufighter if 

it lost an engine. 
 

In March 1943 the Squadron moved from Exeter to a 

base near Swansea and they became an offensive 

force rather than a defensive one, mostly covering the 

Bay of Biscay. They were used as a distraction force 

when the dam busters raid was carried out, drawing 

the German planes away from the real target area. 
 

When the war ended they were unable to return home 

to Poland so many stayed in the UK. Squadron 

Leader Jan Michalowski organized many events to 

raise money for the rebuilding of Exeter but 

tragically lost his life when a flight demonstration 
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went wrong and he crashed into a parked Spitfire at 

the airfield. 
 

More information can be found on the 307 website 

and Facebook, and on 14-16 November there will be 

an exhibition at Exeter Guildhall. 
        

  Robert Turner 

 

Garden Club 
 

On Monday 15
th
 May the Upton Pyne and District 

Garden Club had a very interesting talk given by 

Emilie Savary who works for Coastal Organics.  The 

company was originally based in Canada and Emilie, 

who is in fact French, lives on a farm and is very 

passionate about recycling our garden waste for the 

benefit of the environment.  The company makes 

over 35,000 tonnes of compost annually via 

processing green waste, but the compost, which can 

be bought by members of the public, is used mainly 

to improve the standard of the soil on farms - both 

those producing crops and those where good grazing 

is essential for the healthy rearing of animals.  It has 

also helped to establish more soil resilience when it 

comes to maintaining protection of the land 

necessary now because of the extreme weather 

patterns which we sometimes have to contend with.  

Riverford, Linscombe and Rod and Bens are just 

three of the local farms who use Coastal Organic 

compost. 
 

On 31
st
 May Jilly Baker is organising an outing to 

The Lost Gardens of Heligan and I’m sure it will be a 

very enjoyable day.  
 

In June and July we shall be visiting some gardens 

and details will be published later. 
 

Our next talk will be on Monday 18
th
 September by 

James Grieg of Treewise Aboricultural Services and 

he will be speaking on “Treework including pruning 

and Planting.” 
 

If anyone would like more details about the Garden 

Club, please give me a ring on 840 013.  New 

members are always welcome. 

Ros Rowlerson 

   

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

May Update 

Tennis is a great activity that can keep you in shape 

whether you are 5 or 95. It is good for the 

cardiovascular and muscle systems, and is also a 

strategic mental game which exercises your brain and 

keeps your vitamin D levels topped up because you 

are outside in the fresh air. One health and fitness 

website lists the top ten health benefits of tennis as: 

 

 Full body workout 

 Improved aerobic and anaerobic health 

 Burns calories and fat 

 Improves bone health 

 Heart healthy 

 Enhances flexibility, balance and coordination 

 Boosts brain power 

 Is great cross training for other sports 

 Improves discipline and social skills 

 Boosts mood 

Scientists in Connecticut have also apparently found 

that people who play tennis are more optimistic, have 

greater self- esteem and are less anxious, angry and 

depressed than people who play other sports or are 

sedentary. 

 

Sounds good? Why don’t you give it a go? At 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club we have club sessions 

and coaching suitable for all ages, from primary 

school age to those well into their eighties. We are 

friendly and inclusive and always welcome new 

members of all levels. So with light evenings and 

warm weather upon us what about taking up an 

activity which is not only good for you but great fun? 
 

Full details of the club can be found on our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk, or contact our 

membership secretary Laura Leigh on 0164724259. 

See you on court! 

Sally Baldwin 

 

Poetry 2 
 

Vulnerability 

 

The qualities that make us stoic 

Are not those we think heroic. 

Dominance and power 

Are lost to us within the hour. 

Second childhood and frail age 

Would dearly like to burn and rage; 

Instead we depend on others 

As on sisters and on brothers 

Bringing out the very best 

In those who are the less distressed. 

They in turn need to know 

Others who will treat them so, 

Kindred spirits to their own. 

We do not work or live alone. 

 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Sunnymead Gas-Up  
7

th
 May 2017 

 

The Sunnymead Gas-Up held at Thorverton on 

Sunday 7
th
 May attracted a record number of 

exhibitors and visitors. This was the 16
th
 year that the 

annual event had been held and the hosts, the Lee 

family in collaboration with local enthusiast groups, 

would like to thank all those that supported the event. 
 

This year’s event had a special theme - a celebration 

of 100 years of Ford and Fordson tractors, 

recognising that 1917 was the first year of production 

of the Fordson model ‘F’ tractor.  A 1918 Fordson 

tractor on steel wheels took pride of place at the 

show and this was complemented by numerous 

examples of the different models produced over the 

years. A total of 55 tractors were exhibited at the 

event, with about 25 representing to the Ford and 

Fordson family. 
 

In addition to the tractors, there was a good turnout 

of stationary engines, motorbikes and vintage and 

classic cars. New exhibits to the show included a 

large Ruston & Hornsby engine exhibited on the 

back of a former Green Goddess fire engine 

belonging to an enthusiast from Lympstone and a 

Ford Model ‘T’ car from Sampford Courtenay. The 

visit of a large group of well turned out motorbikes to 

the show around lunchtime provided an added 

attraction. 
 

The fine weather encouraged strong demand for the 

Hocking’s Ice Cream, a new feature of the show 

along with live music from Lenny & Lime. A 

number of stalls, skittles, a children’s bouncy castle 

and a wood sawing demonstration provided further 

attractions. As usual, the refreshments served in the 

barn by a dedicated team of helpers were a welcome 

feature of the event. 
 

The organisers are delighted to report that a total of 

£2,211-22p was raised by the event and this will be 

split between the Devon Air Ambulance and 

Thorverton Surgery. 
 

The date for next year’s event has been set for 

Sunday 6
th
 May 2018.  

Tom Walling 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Photos by Barrie Phillips 
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Nature Notes  
 

Local News 

For the past few years our wildlife pond is reduced to 

water in the deep bit in the middle unless we have 

heavy rain then it fills up and gradually drains away. 

The liner perished and it would be a big job to 

replace it due to the shrubs and trees that have grown 

around the pond over the years. Yellow flag irises 

grow in it and although a beautiful flower it was a big 

mistake to plant the species in a relatively small 

pond.  

In May I did a pond dip in our pond to see what life 

lurked below the surface. I don’t find newts and 

frogspawn anymore due to the poor state of the pond. 

Apart from very tiny creatures the bucket dipped 

below the surface brought up several small 

freshwater shrimp and two freshwater hoglice. 

Shrimps and hoglice are crustaceans and both feed on 

detritus. The native freshwater shrimp we usually 

find in rivers, streams and ponds is Gammarus pulex. 

It characteristically swims on its side. The freshwater 

shrimp I’ve found in our pond is Crangonyx 

pseudogracilis that swims in an upright position. It is 

a non-native species originating from America. Here 

is a hoglouse on the left and the much smaller shrimp 

to the right taken from my pond.   
 

May 5
th
 was the day swifts were seen for the first 

time over the village (unless I am informed 

otherwise) which is about right as from my records 

they generally arrive here during the first week in 

May. Swifts have already started nesting at The 

Barns, Thorverton.            
                               

Not So Local News 

On 7
th
 May during the course of an all day fishing 

trip out of Exmouth, several exhausted swallows 

were seen to land on the boat. Fighting the prevailing 

wind they were glad to take some respite before 

taking off to continue their journey. At first they 

landed on wet stainless steel rails but couldn’t keep 

grip so shifted to canvass covers. Even then they 

found it difficult to balance; their feet are just not 

adapted for standing. An unidentified little brown 

bird also took refuge on the boat. Dolphins or 

porpoises were seen in the sea. 

 

A to Z     Dormouse 

Local reports of dormouse sightings have come from 

The Glebe and along School Lane, almost to 

Yellowford. One other sighting is from a garden 

along the Lynch Road. 

Dormice need hedges as a means of getting from A 

to B. Hedges and trees are from where they obtain 

food which includes nuts from beech, sweet chestnut 

and hazel, berries and insects. Dormice are mainly 

arboreal and in May spend most of their time in the 

tree canopy and in oak trees will feast on catkins and 

insects. In June they will spend more time feeding in 

the shrub layer.                  

Also known as the hazel dormouse, its Latin name is 

Muscardinus avellanarius and the Latin name for 

common hazel is Corylus avellana. Both 

avellanarius and avellana are derived from the town 

of Avella in Italy. In Roman times it was noted to be 

rich in fruit trees and good quality hazelnuts or 

filberts from the surrounding area. 

Dormice hibernate from September to April and are 

generally nocturnal. Their winter nests are built at or 

very close to the ground and summer nests built 

higher up but no more than two 

metres. Summer nests are 

highly likely to be constructed 

of stripped Honeysuckle. A 

winter nest of grass and moss, 

covered in fallen leaves with a 

sleeping dormouse inside was 

found in a flower bed in Thorverton. I must stress the 

dormouse and nest were left where found and re-

covered in leaves. 

The dormouse sighting in a garden off the Lynch 

Road was several years ago when a dormouse was 

spotted having climbed up through ivy to a low wall 

to eat wild bird seed put out for the birds. Later on it 

was seen taking the food to another ivy clad area of 

the garden close by, making trips to and fro. A week 

or two later, three maybe four youngsters were seen 

playing and frolicking amongst the ivy, almost 

turning themselves at time into balls. 

I have heard of another occasion where dormice have 

been captured on film climbing in and taking food 

from an outdoor aviary.  

Recently I strapped my trail camera to an oak tree 

bough in the hope of capturing the sight of a 

dormouse. Whilst positioning the camera I noticed 

the remains of an oak apple in a little hollow of 

another bough. Something had opened up the oak 

apple to extract the gall wasp grubs. This could be 

the work of a bird, mouse, dormouse or squirrel. The 

only activity captured from the trail camera in the 

tree was of a grey squirrel.               

 

Last Words 

There will be a moth trapping event at Thorverton 

Millennium Green on Saturday 17
th
 June from 

9.30pm. All are welcome. Please walk down through 

the Green as you may not see the lights from the 

entrance. It is always advisable to wear some warm 

and waterproof footwear as it can be cool and dewy 

underfoot and remember to bring a torch. Stay as 

little or as long as you wish. If rain is forecast the 

event is unlikely to go ahead.                    

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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The Garden in June 
June is such a beautiful month, full of colour and of 

course the glory of the rose at its heart. If the weather 

is kind, this month is the one to sit out and enjoy your 

herbaceous borders which should be starting to 

flower and prove their worth in the garden. 
 

Of course, there are still jobs to be done before you 

can really put your feet up but you are almost there. 

Now that the danger of frost has been removed, all 

tender plants and vegetables can be planted out. The 

main problem can be watering when first planted, so 

don’t stint on this. Once new plants have become 

established, unless showing signs of stress, they can 

be left to their own devices. 
 

In the vegetable garden, plant out all cucurbits, if you 

haven’t already done so, and runner beans. Continue 

to sow lettuce, if you are staggering this crop but, if 

we go into a heat-wave, lettuce will not germinate 

above 23 degrees, so it’s best to sow now, if possible. 

Plant out brassicas and leeks. Brassicas will need 

protection from cabbage white butterflies, usually 

netting or a fine mesh. 
 

Carrots will need to be protected as soon as they 

germinate. The carrot root fly flies below 45 cms 

from ground level. It’s therefore possible to surround 

your carrot plot with fine netting and not necessarily 

cover the top. Pick up ALL the thinnings as the fly is 

attracted to the smell. This is why some people like 

to grow a row of onions next to the carrots to detract 

from the sweet, carrot smell. 
 

Weeding will be the main task now so, whilst the 

ground is still workable, do as much as you can. If 

fine during July and August, the soil will dry out so 

much that it is like concrete and the weeds become 

almost impossible to remove ... be warned! 
 

New potatoes will be ready this month and are 

delicious taken from the plot to plate. It is worth 

being extra vigilant that you remove all potatoes 

when you start harvesting or otherwise next year they 

will interfere with your follow-on crop and they can 

be hard to remove. 
 

Check broad bean plants daily for signs of black-fly 

and remove tips as soon as they materialize. It is not 

always a problem but you never know. Similarly 

check gooseberries for signs of saw-fly which can 

strip a stem of leaves within a couple of days and 

then move onto the next stem. Gently remove the 

caterpillars and, if any drop off, find them if possible 

as they will just climb up again and continue 

devouring your plant!! 
 

Lower blades on the mower and cut grass as and 

when necessary. Keep an ear on the forecast as, if we 

move into a prolonged hot dry period, it is better to 

leave the grass a little longer as this helps protect the 

roots from drought. 
 

Enjoy the magnificent rose at its peak this time of 

year and by dead heading you will encourage a 

second flowering. Always pick up rose prunings to 

discourage disease. If possible, give your roses air 

around lower growth to help against black spot, a 

local Devon problem, and cut back to healthy growth 

if suffering from die back. When buying new roses 

it’s possible to find varieties with resistance. 
 

Lastly, after enjoying the beautiful early flowering, 

shrubs such as Forsythia, Philadelphus, Weigela, 

Deutzia, Buddleia alternifolia, and some Spiracea, 

will need pruning. This collection of shrubs belongs 

to ‘Group 1’ for pruning directions. They all flower 

early in the season and flower on wood matured 

through the previous season. So be brave and look 

down the flowering stem to find a lower shooting leaf 

bud and cut back to those buds. These will continue 

to develop and grow into next year’s flowering 

stems. If you leave it too late, they do not have 

enough time to mature ready to flower and any new 

growth is under-developed and vulnerable over 

winter. 
 

So, Neville, still plenty to do but nearly there (if you 

think that I am nearly there, you haven’t seen the 

weeds on my allotment – Ed)! 
 

                          Happy Gardening, 
 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

PS. Don’t be tempted to cut back untidy daffodil 

leaves. Wait until they die back on their own and 

then remove when they easily pull out of the ground. 

Tulips can be replanted into pots or the corner of a 

bed to die back before storing. Remember, tulip 

bulbs are beloved by mice and slugs so are not 

always there next year! Storing throughout winter is 

a safer option. Daffodils are obviously less attractive 

and can stay in the ground. 

 

TARTS News 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and 

Trampers 

 

Recent walks: - 

Saturday April 22
nd

 

We started the walk at a small parking area at 

Fatherford near Okehampton, which is at the end of a 

narrow track and not somewhere that is easy to 

stumble across. Through a gate we were right beside 

the East Okement river, and the viaduct which takes 

the seasonal tourist service into Okehampton station. 

The walk along the river was beautiful, with little 
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tumbling waterfalls and lots of woodland wildflowers 

like wood anenomies and bluebells.  We saw a dipper 

and some Grey wagtails along the river as well as 

toad tadpoles on the rocky section of path. The gorse 

was a stunning bright yellow, and coming back 

through Simmonds Park we saw Mallard ducks. 

We stopped for lunch, or cream tea depending on our 

preference, at the tea rooms at Okehampton station. 

As we sat enjoying our well earned refreshment we 

noticed that there was quite a bit of attention being 

paid to a fence at the far end of the platform, and we 

discovered a lizard nestled between the fence posts 

enjoying the sunshine. A gentle woodland stroll back 

to the cars to top off a fabulous walk. 

 

Saturday 6
th
 May (Scrumpy’s report) 

The master claimed to have urgent jobs to do at home 

but fortunately the mistress wouldn’t let me miss this 

walk. 7 four legged TARTS ste out from Thorverton 

to our starting point at the Meldon Reservoir car 

park. 

The first part of the walk took us around the southern 

perimeter of the reservoir. Apparently the unkind 

landowner on the northern side has closed access to 

his land so you cannot do a full circuit. We passed a 

small island where several Canada Geese had made 

their home, but there was no access for me to swim 

across to get a closer look. 

Having reached the end of the reservoir we ascended 

the West Okement River valley. It is supposed to be a 

sparkling river with a waterfall but at the moment it 

is comparatively dry. However some recent rain had 

made part of the route boggier than when our leader 

had planned 

 

Saturday 20
th
 May 

The weather forecast was questionable for our walk 

to Clovelly, but 5 of us took the chance and in fact it 

remained relatively dry. Starting at Brownsham 

Wood near Hartland we walked through the woods to 

the little cove at Mouth Mill. From here the coast 

path wound it’s way up through more woodland and 

into the deer park of Clovelly Court. Bypassing the 

visitors center we carefully made our way down the 

steep old cobbled streets of Clovelly down to the 

harbour. We saw plenty of wooden sleds that locals 

use to carry produce down to their homes, and I was 

secretly wishing Scrumpy had come and may have 

been persuaded to pull me back up the hill! We 

stopped for lunch at The Red Lion in the harbour, and 

while waiting for our lunch the heavens opened and it 

rained very hard. How glad we were there was no 

table outside when we arrived. 

Resisting the temptation to take the land rover 

service back to the top we walked off our lunch, only 

to stop for an ice cream half way up. Passing 

Clovelly church our route took us through fields and 

back through the woods to Brownsham. 

 

Future walks: 

 

Saturday 10
th
 June led by Royston 

Saturday 24
th
 June led by Jerry 

Saturday 8
th
 July led by Mike 

Saturday 27
th
 July led by Hazel 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 
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Thorverton Cycle Rides No. 6: Exe Estuary 

 

This cycle ride is widely regarded as one of the best rides in the country – and rightly so.  However, I don’t 

recommend starting it from Thorverton.  Jane and I have done part of the ride several times, usually taking our 

bikes in the car to start the ride in Topsham. So that is what I recommend here.  If it is a fine day, then I would 

make it a circular tour, going across the Exe from Exmouth to Starcross and then back again at Topsham.  If the 

weather is less good, then you might prefer simply to stay on the east side down and back to Exmouth. 
 

I suggest parking near to the Bridge Inn at Topsham (the first 

pub that the Queen officially went in a few years ago now, and 

highly recommended for its beers) and taking either of the 

marked paths south-eastwards.  The trail runs alongside the 

River Clyst and then the Exe as it makes its way towards 

Exton.  The whole route is great for bird watching, particularly 

in winter.  Most of the trail down this side of the Exe is close 

to the railway, and it is well-marked throughout so you hardly 

need my directions.  Pass the Puffing Billy pub and then past 

the Marines’ base before coming down into Lympstone.  There 

are refuelling options here – a cafe, a couple of pubs and a 

shop; Jane and I like to sit by the river and look across towards 

Powderham. Men from Lympstone were heavily involved in 

whaling in the Arctic in the 18
th
 Century, with blubber being 

processed in Lympstone.  The village was also a haunt for 

smugglers.   

 

 

The trail leaves Lymptone initially by road and then on a 

cycle path for a couple of miles to Exmouth.  Exmouth 

attracted wealthy people in the 18
th
 and 19

th
 Centuries to 

enjoy the sea views and air.  It still has plenty for you to do 

if you want a break.  The ferry across to Starcross isn’t 

cheap (about £6 including a bike), but is invigorating and 

does allow you to make a circular route.  (If you prefer, 

you may just want to turn around and retrace your cycle 

tracks to the Bridge Inn.) 

 

Starcross was where Brunel built his atmospheric railway.  

Pumping stations - such as the tower at Starcross – were 

sited every three miles to allow trains to be pulled along by 

a vacuum.  The route continues northwards, passing the 

deer park at Powderham Castle and then on to the Turf Lock.  This is another excellent resting point at the start of 

the Exeter Canal.  The canal dates back to 1564 and was the first in England with pound locks.  The Turf Hotel 

serves good beers and food and has a large outdoor area where you can relax and look out across the river.  This is 

a lovely spot. 

 

From the Turf, follow the path along the west side of 

the canal until Topsham Lock.  Cross the canal here 

and take the ferry the short distance across the river 

(be warned that this doesn’t run much past 5pm).  

This brings you into Topsham from where you can 

return to the Bridge Inn.  Topsham, of course, is well 

worth exploring, but after all this cycling maybe that 

should be for another day. 

 

 

Neville Lane 
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Adverts 
 

 
 

Fursdon House, Cadbury, Devon, EX5 5JS 
 

Come and visit one of Devon’s oldest family homes.  Stroll in grounds and lovely walled garden. 
Delicious home baking in the Coach Hall Tea Room. 

 

Gardens and Tea Room open Bank Holiday Mondays, and Wednesdays & Thursdays  
from Easter Monday to end September, 2-5pm.  House tours in June, July and August. 

 

Annual Garden Season tickets for just £6 
 

Special Open Sundays in April, May, June & August celebrating the countryside 
NGS weekends in June and September 

 

See www.fursdon.co.uk for more information or call 
 01392 860860 

 
See also for details of our lovely holiday accommodation. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Kevin Sussex 

 
PAINTER 

AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
07919950222 
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 
or 0797 617 
5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day 

Breakfast and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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J’s  
Maintenance, Landscaping  

and Small Building Works 

01363 83088 or 07783 060072 

Email: johntharme@btinternet.com 

Call for a free quote 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Lifeline alarm service - help available at the 
press of a button 
 
Our Lifeline alarm service is available to give peace 
of mind to people who feel at risk in their own home 
and is available to any Mid Devon resident of any 
age. It removes the worry of getting help or 
assistance and is monitored by specially trained 
operators who will never leave a call unanswered. 
 
Other benefits: 
 

 Access to help and support 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year 

 Independence 

 Peace of mind 

 An hassle repair service 

 No assessment process or waiting list 

 Useful security aid 
 
We also offer additional bespoke packages to assist 
lifeline users with other needs such as: 
 

 Key safes 

 Big button phones 

 Bogus caller buttons 

 Fall detectors 

 Flood detectors 

 Fashion Watch 

 Mobile alarm 

 Safe socket 

 Smoke detector 

 Temperature detector 

 Wireless Carbon Monoxide  
 
If you would like to find out more about how it works, 
the costs or to arrange a demonstration, please 
contact our lifeline alarm service on 01884 234383 or 
email lifeline@middevon.gov.uk 

mailto:lifeline@middevon.gov.uk
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Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service 

Also alterations undertaken 

 

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing 

Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Thursdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. 

Email: curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

Logs For Sale 

 

 £75 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH. 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
         Secretary: Rachel Mildon, Treasurer: Rachel Parker. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Vice Chair: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. 
Meetings: last Wednesday of the month at the Exeter Inn, 8pm unless a production is in 

rehearsal.  Members and non-members welcome. 
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30 am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 17.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call, for emergencies only, on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 

We are now accepting new patients 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

We are currently accepting new patients and are happy to consider patients from out of area. 

 
Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC. 

 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Nick 
Keysell 

Dr Jemima Ewart 
(GP Trainee) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the ’phone instead of an appointment if 
you prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 
 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00. 
                                           Friday 08:30 - 17:00. 
 

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00.  
                             Friday 08.30 - 17:00. 
    There is now no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

On-line appointment booking.  
Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2017 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

June 12
th
 and 26

th
       5

th
 and 19

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates  2017:   1
st
 & 29

th
 June / 27

th
 July / 24

th
 August / 21

st
 September / 19

th
 October /  

                      16
th
 November / 14

th
 December. 

 

 

Union Flag Flying days in June 
2

nd
   Anniversary of Coronation Day 

10
th
  Birthday of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh  

16
th
 Official Celebration of Her Majesty the Queen’s birthday. 

 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10 

from Latchmore Green. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.10 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (this is the 155 service), 18.10  

                      from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

                                                        16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10  

                   from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (this is the 155 service), 

                                                     17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2017 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

JUNE 

Fri 2
nd 

Baptist Church Coffee Morning 10.30-12 noon 

Sat 3
rd

 Open Mic Night at the Thorverton Arms 

Tues 6
th
  WI. Devon Wild Life.  WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 9
th
 Christianity Explored, A Look at Luke. 2.15-3.15pm Thorverton Arms. 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am 

Tues 13
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 22
nd

 Blues Jam at the Thorverton Arms 

Fri 23
rd

  Bag 2 School Collection, Thorverton School, 9am 

Fri 23
rd

 Christianity Explored, A Look at Luke. 2.15-3.15pm Thorverton Arms. 

Fri 23
rd

  History Society Visit to Thorverton Mill, 3pm, then tea/coffee at WI Hut to watch archive footage.  

Fri 23
rd

  Thorverton School PTFA Summer Fair, 3.30-6.30pm in the School grounds. 

Sat 24
th
 WI Coffee Morning.  10-11am.  Coffee, bacon burgers, stalls.  WI Hut. 

Sun 25
th 

Thorverton Gardens open for Hospiscare, 1.30-5.30pm. 8 gardens, £5 from village hall car park. 

Sun 25
th
 Walk on the Wild Side, Byway Farm, next to Bickleigh Castle, 2pm, in aid of Children’s Hospice. 

Sun 25
th
  Tea in the gardens at Pynes. 1-5pm. Light refreshments in aid of the church maintenance fund 

provided by Friends of Upton Pyne as part of the National Gardens Scheme.  

Sun 25
th
 Pub Cricket Competition, Cricket Ground, from 9.30am 

Thurs 29
th
  Ladies’ Group BBQ, 6.30pm, Beryl Grace’s, Moss Bank.  Let Sue Batty know by 26

th
 (860140). 

 

JULY 
Sat 1

st
  Summer Ball, Memorial Hall. 7.30pm till late.  Tickets from the Berry Dairy. 

Tues 4
th
  WI.  Anne Dalton : Bone China.  WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 7
th 

Baptist Church Coffee Morning 10.30-12 noon 

Sat 8
th
  Fun Day, including Dog Show, Memorial Hall, 11.00am – 4.00pm 

Sat 15
th
 Village Tidy-up Day, from 9.30am 

Sun 16
th  

Exeter & District Fuchsia Society Show 1.30 - 4pm, Thorverton Memorial Hall 

 

AUGUST 

Tues 1
st
  WI. Free Wheelers (Urgent hospital deliveries), 7.30pm 

Sat 12
th
 Cream Tea and Draw, organised by Thorverton Royal British Legion, Thorverton House, 2.30pm 

 

 

  

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Cadbury Fun Run 2017 
The start: 

 
 

Bluebells in Hallshot Wood: 

First dog home – Pebbles - with the 

Focus editor: 

 

 

Photos by John Spivey and Celia McCreery 

 


