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Advertisements and Notices 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 
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Editorial 
This month’s Focus is something of a bumper 

edition.  Why?  Well, first of all, this editor isn’t very 

good at editing material.  He likes to put in as much 

as people give him to print, with the absolute 

minimum of editing.  Secondly, and importantly, this 

edition covers reports on some of the things that took 

place over the summer, and there were plenty of 

them.  I am most grateful to those who contributed 

reports on the History Society’s outing [to 

Thorverton Mill]; on the various TARTS walks; the 

Annual Parish Meeting (which had been received too 

late for the summer edition); and for the many photos 

of the Fun Day, the Village Tidy-Up Day and the 

Afternoon Tea at the Brights’.  All of this came on 

top of the regular articles - Jenny Garne’s Nature 

Notes; Clive Hamblin’s Legal Eagle; and Lorraine 

Colebrook’s Garden in September.  I am also grateful 

to Andrew Hoellering for his article, updating us on 

the works on Thorverton Bridge; to  Paul Webb for 

updating us on developments at the football club; 

and, of course, to John Spivey for his latest round of 

photos of the Court Barton development.   

 

I like to think that as well as keeping villagers 

informed of what is going on, Focus also acts as an 

historical record of some of these events, which 

people might find interesting to look back on in 

twenty, thirty or forty years’ time.  Recently, I have 

been browsing through Focus back copies from the 

1970s and 1980s and have found them fascinating, 

describing what was then a very different world, or at 

least so it appears to me as one not having been 

brought up in this part of the country.  

 

Anyway, I make no apology for the size of Focus this 

month.  Do keep the contributions coming in so that 

Focus can fully reflect what is going on in 

Thorverton.  I am aware that there are areas which 

are under-reported, so please don’t hold back.  

 

Several people have been asking me how I am coping 

with retired life.  Well, the answer is, rather well 

thank you.  Indeed, I am wondering why I didn’t 

think of retiring years ago.  I have managed to find 

enough to keep me busy – with Jane’s help - but at a 

nice sensible pace.  This is a great time of year for 

harvesting blackberries and elderberries from the 

hedges (the top end of the Millennium Green has 

proved a particularly fruitful location this year), and I 

am looking forward to some serious chutney making 

over the next month to make use of our apples and 

other fruits and vegetables so readily available.  All 

made easier by paid work not getting in the way. 

 

Sad news just reaches me that Dame Margaret Turner 

Warwick, who has had such a positive impact on the 

village, has died.  A message from her daughter, 

Gillian Bathe, is in the Letters Section.   

 

 Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 

Barbara O’Higgins 

 

From the Women’s Institute 

 

The WI are very saddened to hear of the loss of 

Barbara O’Higgins following her bravely fought 

illness.  She had been an active, loyal member of 

Thorverton WI and until recently had been President.  

She will be greatly missed by us all. 

 

 

 

Dame Margaret Turner Warwick 

  

From Gillian Bathe 

 

Dear Thorverton Friends 

 

It is with great sadness that we share the loss of my 

mother, Margaret Turner Warwick. Over the past 30 

years Thorverton has been the home of Richard and 

Margaret and they have taken enormous interest in 

the welfare of the Community and thrived on many 

friendships. The lovely support that they have 

received  remains heart-warming to us all. The family 

would like to thank those many well-wishers. There 

is to be a service of Thanksgiving for her life on the 

afternoon of 8
th
 Sept at Church (time to be 

confirmed) followed by a Devon tea in the Memorial 

Hall. We will put a RSVP sheet in the Berry Dairy in 

order to give us an idea of numbers. Later in the 

Autumn there is hoped to  be a Millennium Green 

Working  Party celebration where people can perhaps 

contribute practically to the life of the village, which 

was so important in Margaret's retirement years. 

 

With many thanks, Gillian Bathe (In the green ethos 

we would ask 'no flowers' but we might decorate the 

church from the gardens, if volunteers were 

available.  

 

 

 

From Kiran and Ed Flynn 

 

We recently came to Thorverton for a weekend and 

wrote a poem about our experience.  

 

Thorverton Bound 

 

When tired and weary, 

In body and mind, 

We planned an escape, 

From the London grind. 

 

Searches on Google, 

Did not aid our schemes, 

An £80 train return, 

Shattered our dreams. 

 

Yet petrol, sweet nectar, 

Might yet save our pound, 

In an ageing Morris Minor, 

Yes, Thorverton bound! 

 

Cycled to Killerton, 

Through green Devon shire, 

Then back home for dinner, 

And chats by the fire. 

 

Fields full of cows, 

You could see for a mile, 

Ah yes, we thought, 

We could stay here a while. 

 

On Sunday we called, 

For some monk-made wine, 

Otters, butterflies, 

And a steam down the line. 

 

Our guide for the weekend, 

Bumped into old mates, 

We drank at The Exeter 

Where the cider's first rate. 

 

With the car overheating, 

We spluttered back East,  

Hunting a Little Chef, 

For a motorway feast. 

 

Too soon it was over, 

Too soon we were gone,   

Yet memories linger, 

Of dear Thorverton.  

 

What a beautiful house, 

And great food from the pan, 

We owe greatest thanks, 

To the Jeffreys clan. 

 

From Nick and Judy Bright 

 

Old Fashion Afternoon Tea 

 

Nick, Judy and Ray would like to thank everyone 

who came and took part in our afternoon tea in aid of 

funds for the Church.  The sun shone and for once it 

was not windy at Fair Oak.  Michael Lee got into the 

spirit of things and brought his old Austin down for 

everyone to see.  There was the usual raffle organised 

by Barbara Uglow and she was determined not to let 

anyone get away without buying a ticket.  We raised 

the grand total of £515 so once again a big thank you.  
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From Alex Fice for Thorverton Royal British Legion 

I would like to thank all the people who supported 

the “Thorverton Cream Tea” on Saturday 12
th
 August 

organised by the Thorverton branch of the Royal 

British Legion whether it was attending the event, 

buying a cream tea for delivery or making a 

donation, it proved to be a great success and a 

wonderful event  everyone seemed to have enjoyed it 

and  had a lovely time. 

We raised £1,348 a fantastic amount of money more 

than we ever thought possible, we are planning to 

give CLIC Sargent (a charity helping children and 

young people with cancer) £1,000 and the 

Thorverton branch of the Royal British Legion £348. 

I would like to thank Claire and Reece for their 

terrific venue and all the team (20) who prepared the 

site and worked so hard on the day. 

Once again thank you for your support.   

(I understand that Alex personally delivered a very 

large number of cream teas to the homes of those 

who were unable to attend in person, so many thanks 

are also due to him – Ed) 

 
Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Committee   

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Memorial Hall has held a number of very 

successful events over the summer including the 

Summer Ball and the Fun Day in July.  Unfortunately 

the weather was not particularly kind on 1
st
 July so 

the participants at the ball were unable to spill out 

onto the hall patio with their drinks but this did not 

seem to spoil a very lively evening with the music of 

the Rude Awakening band.   

 

A week later the weather was kinder for the Fun Day 

which attracted lots of children and adults to delve 

amongst the various stalls, take part in the many 

activities including Wiz Bang’s popular 

entertainment for children (and adults), skittles and 

‘splat the rat’, the dog show (every dog a winner!), 

an exciting duck race down the stream, and the 

delicious burgers and other meals, their mouth-

watering odours wafting across the field.  The hall 

committee would like to thank all the volunteers who 

helped Sarah Addictott keep the food coming 

throughout the day.   

 

More recently the hall experimented with a new 

activity – the car boot sale on Sunday 13
th
 August 

which attracted a car-park full of cars offering a wide 

variety of tempting goodies and a steady flow of  

 

 

 

 

potential buyers. The day before the hall was busy 

with the regular Saturday Big Breakfast and Market 

which had a number of new stalls this month.  

Finally, the hall committee is very grateful to the 

Thorverton Arms for holding a quiz night on behalf 

of the hall. 

 

All of these activities have been advertised and 

recorded on various social media including facebook 

and Nextdoor.  The responses have been very 

complimentary and rewarding. 

 

Coming soon 

 

Sunday 10 September: Car boot sale. Open for 

sellers from 7.30 a.m.  Selling from 8.30. Tea, coffee 

and bacon rolls available. 

 

Saturday 4 November: Craft Fair. If you are 

interested in having a stall for this event contact 

Sarah Addicott (860818) or Stephanie Shelton 

(861027). This was a highly successful event last 

year: lots of stalls, lots of buying, lots of laughter and 

chat. Put this date in your diary so you can get your 

Christmas gifts early! Refreshments will be served 

all day. 

 

Replacement divider between large and small 

halls 

The folding doors that divided the large from the 

small hall collapsed recently.  They will soon be 

replaced by heavy blue curtains thanks to Donna 

Hodge who tracked them down and adapted them. 

 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk   f. thorverton 

memorial hall 

 

 
 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 11
th
 July 2017. The latest meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane  

or on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

12
th

 September at Thorverton Memorial Hall at 7.30pm and  

all are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Grant Giving 

The PC resolved to grant £1,000 to Thorverton AFC towards the refurbishment of the showers in the club house at 

the Recreation Ground – to use this facility contact Thorverton AFC. The PC also resolved to donate £500 to 

Thorverton School towards its new fencing project.   

 

Court Barton Close – affordable homes for people with local ties 
DCH (Devon and Cornwall Housing) provided the PC with a suggested amendment to the Deed of Variation for 

consideration to ensure that the affordable housing, at Court Barton Close, will continue to be offered to people 

with local ties as a priority. The PC agreed the amendment which DCH will now present to MDDC.  

 

The new Cemetery 

The archaeological dig commissioned by the PC has taken place with very exciting results. Pits, ditches, flint, tools 

and pottery, dating back to middle Neolithic times (c.3300 – 2900BC), were amongst the items found. Due to these 

important findings further excavation must now take place prior to the PC continuing with plans for the new 

Cemetery on this site. Professional works could cost in the region of £100,000 but a local ‘community based dig’ 

could reduce the costs to approximately £30,000 and it is expected that grant funding will be available towards this. 

The PC are now considering the way forward and is keen to hear thoughts from parishioners regarding a possible 

‘community dig’ and also whether people are interested in being part of the project. If you have anything to say to 

the PC on this matter, or wish to volunteer to be part of the ‘community dig’ please let me or a Councillor know. 

If the required work is not carried out the PC will need to look for an alternatively new Cemetery site.   

 

Village Handyman duties 
During July and August Colin will be cementing the capping stones along the Leigh Gardens wall, cutting back the 

growth behind the Quarry Car Park garages, and possibly working on the Dark Lane wall. You may have seen that 

the wall has deteriorated in places and so parts of it may need to be taken down. The PC is waiting to hear back 

from the MDDC Building Control Officer prior to any works taking place. Note - the ownership of the wall is still 

unresolved. 

 

PC spending  

At the July PC meeting it was resolved to spend: £750.00 on the balance of the new fabulous European Oak notice 

board in School Lane – take a look next time you are passing. £2,340.00 (incl. VAT) for the archaeological dig on 

the proposed new Cemetery site and £64.90 for text books and Councillor training. 

 

Planning Applications received 
 a) 17/00878/MOUT Outline for the erection of up to 16 dwellings with associated access, landscaping and other 

ancillary development, at land South of Broadlands, Thorverton.  

The PC resolved to object to this application due to: 16 houses being more dwellings than the local plan 

indicates is acceptable for the area size. No mention of affordable housing. Road width anomalies. Too few car 

parking spaces. Drainage issues. Various other comments were added - the letter can be viewed on the MDDC 

website.     

b) 17/01021/HOUSE Erection of first floor extension at 20 The Glebe, Thorverton. No comment. 

 c) 17/01016/PNCOU For information only: Change of Use land and buildings at Pitt Farm, Thorverton. Noted. 

d) 17/01055/FULL – Erection of garage and change of use of land from agricultural to residential at Rosepark 

Cottage, Thorverton. No comment.       

  

Planning decision: 17/00467/HOUSE - Conversion of barn to annex at Court Barton, Thorverton. Approved.  

http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Village Clear-up Day 
 

Yes, we really did wear Snow Warden jackets on the Village Clear-up Day – in July!  A big thank you to all those 

who joined councillors in tidying up tasks around the village. The following tasks were completed:  cleaning of the 

phone box in The Bury; cleaning of all the village signs; weeding of Jubilee Green, The Rec Wildlife Garden, 

Leigh Gardens, Milfords Lane, Dark Lane and several other Streets and Lanes (no pun intended – Ed) in the 

village; cleaning of the leat; cleaning of the stream off Jubilee Green; weeding of the Quarry Car Park; strimming 

around the trees and play/gym equipment and railings at the Rec; and removal of old notices and pins from village 

lamp posts. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Photos by Mike 

Stannard
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Notice Board  
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THORVERTON CHURCH 

CHOIR     ♫ 
 

The choir has had another good year and has 

much enjoyed singing for a variety of occasions 

including traditional communion, evensong and 

mattins services, family services which include 

worship songs as well as more traditional hymns 

and anthems, and we have also sung for 

weddings and funerals. 

 

We manage to sustain a choir of some 18 or so 

members singing soprano, alto, tenor and bass 

parts. Not all of our members would call 

themselves proper musicians or music readers 

but we manage as a group to achieve a high 

standard of singing and cover a very wide range 

of music not just from the UK! 

 

If you’d like to join us - all ages welcome - then 

we’d be very pleased to welcome you and if you 

can’t commit yourself regularly, maybe you’d 

like to join us at Christmas time and take part in 

our carol service on Sunday December 17th at 

5.00pm.  We will be rehearsing for that on four 

Thursday evenings beginning on Thu Nov 23rd. 

 
Do contact me for more information. 

 

Thursday Practices at Thorverton Church   
7.45 – 9.00pm 
 
Sep 7th, 14th, 28th 
Oct 12th, 19th 

 

Services with Choir  
 
Sep 17th    Family Service 9.30 for 10.00am : choir 
anthem 
Oct 1st      Communion Service 9.30am : choir 
anthem 
Oct 15th    Family Service Harvest 9.30 for 10.00am 
: choir anthem 
Oct 22nd   Choral Evensong  BCP 6.00pm 

 

CONTACT :   
Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 

 

TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

(your local BANK) 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG   

01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting 

and packing materials, health lottery tickets, 

phone top-ups, laundry service, photocopying –  

helpful, friendly service 

  

EASY PARKING  

 
TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 
Sat  8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 
 

Thorverton Post Office 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 
 

Welcome Café 
 

The Welcome Café is open each  

Monday (apart from Bank Holidays)  

from 2.30 pm  

in the WI Hut.   

Come and join us for tea, cake and a chat.  

Anyone welcome. 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

will be holding their monthly  
 

Coffee Morning 
(or tea if you prefer!) 

 

Friday 1st September 

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
 

A warm welcome to all 
 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients  

 

 VOLUNTEER DRIVERS  

    Jean Hawkins 860849      John Kiely 861545 

    Doreen Beer 860731        Stephen Roach 861042   

    Mary Smith 861916         Dave Sleep 860678 

    Mary Hall 860532            John Pizey 861711 

   John Owen-Jones 841085 (This driver only does  

                                              surgery appointments) 
 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT ONE 

OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS 

POSSIBLE. 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the 

Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 

appreciated.  Donations should be given direct to the 

driver, who issues a receipt. 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up 

their time to help others in the community.  

Although they will do their best, they cannot always 

be available, so it may not always be possible to 

arrange a lift. 
 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk      

 
Silverton Memory Café 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall, Silverton, 

every Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.   

All welcome. 

 

Contact Annette Emmerson on 01392 860983 or 

annettejean@hotmail.co.uk if you want further 

details. 

 
 

Silverton Link Up Requires Volunteer Car Drivers 

 

Can you help Wyndham House Surgery patients, 

with transport difficulties, get to their medical 

appointments. 

 

Have you a little time to spare? 

It could be a few hours a week or a month.  

 

If interested in becoming a volunteer car driver 

supporting patient care in the local community 

please contact 

 

Roger Higman  SILVERTON LINK UP co-ordinator 

01392 860571. roger.higman@homecall.co.uk 

 

You will not have to do any journey you do not want 

to.  Volunteer drivers use their own vehicles and are 

paid expenses, this includes 45p per mile for all 

mileage and Insurance is arranged 

 

Link Up is supported by the Friends of Wyndham 

House Surgery (Charity Number 1048253). 

 

 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:roger.higman@homecall.co.uk
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A look at Luke 
Who do people say Jesus is? 

Come and join the group in the 
Thorverton Arms 

Fridays 8th & 22nd September 

2.15 - 3.15 pm 
A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 

 

 

Devon Artist Network’s  

Open Studios 2017 
 

Featuring: 

 Sally Baldwin (multi-media 

collages),  

 Chris Cole (printmaking with 

layered images) and  

 Gilly Haysom (tactile domestic and 

decorative pottery) 
 

Exhibiting at The Threshing Barn, 19A 

Silver Street, Thorverton, EX5 5LT 

(01392 860462) 

 

On 9, 10, 14, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23 and 24 

September (11am to 6pm each day) 
 



Focus on Thorverton    10         Vol 48 No 8 September 2017 
 

 

 
  

 

Silverton Local History Society 
 

On Saturday 9
th
 September at the Silverton 

Community Hall, between 10:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., 

the society, in conjunction with the South West 

Heritage Trust, will be exhibiting highlights from one 

of the South West’s finest family and estate archives 

at a special one day event.   

 

The archive, which relates to the Wyndham family, is 

the largest held at the Somerset Heritage Centre at 

Taunton, and is regarded as a foundation stone of 

West Country history. 

 

The exhibition will be a unique opportunity to see 

historical documents and maps from the Wyndham 

archive. The Silverton Local History Society will 

also be displaying photographs and artefacts from 

their collection including the sampler embroidered by 

Frances May in 1806, and the crest from H.M.S. 

Silverton.  

 

The Wyndhams settled in Somerset in 1520, and 

became major landowners in Somerset and Devon. 

Using documents ranging from the 12th to the 20th 

century the exhibition will reflect the story of the 

Wyndhams, the places they owned, and the people 

who lived and worked under them. Among the 

precious records on display will be documents  

 

relating to the construction of Silverton Park, the 

family’s Devon mansion, and records of the 

extraordinary art collection of George Wyndham, 4th 

Earl of Egremont, which included paintings by Titian 

and Caravaggio. There will also be an opportunity to 

see documents dated 1609 concerning the founding 

of Wadham College at Oxford University.  

 

Scott Pettitt, the archivist at the South West Heritage 

Trust who has been cataloguing the Wyndham 

collection, said that the exhibition is the result of a 

15-month project by the Trust to make the important 

archive much more accessible. It will be a chance to 

discover more about Silverton and the local area, as 

well as the Wyndham family’s lands across the South 

West. The project was funded by the National 

Cataloguing Grants Programme, and the collection 

will be made fully available online. The Cataloguing 

Grants Programme is administered by The National 

Archives and supported by organisations including 

the Pilgrim Trust, the Foyle Foundation, the Wolfson 

Foundation, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and 

the J. Paul Getty Junior Charitable Trust.  

 

Entry to the exhibition will be free, but donations for 

the work of the South West Heritage Trust and the 

Silverton LHS will be gratefully received. 

Refreshments during the day will be available. 

Graham Parnell 

(01392 860595 or GJHP@btinternet.com) 

 

mailto:GJHP@btinternet.com
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Church Services and News   

SEPTEMBER 2017 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 3 September Trinity 12 

09:30 am  Family Service    Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  LF 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe 

11:15 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Poltimore KC 

 

 

Sunday 10 September Trinity 13 

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton      

10:00 am Informal Gathering   Stoke Canon  

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word    Rewe Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne A Geering 

11:30 am  Holy Communion & Harvest Festival [C] Huxham KC 

 

 

Sunday 17 September Trinity 14 

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   KC 

09:30 am OPEN   Thorverton  

10:00 am  Family Service & Baptism  Thorverton  KC 
   Joint with Baptist Church  

10:00 am  Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury D Francis  

10:00 am  Communion by Extension   [C] Poltimore  LF 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  KC 

 

 

Sunday 24 September Trinity 15 

09:30 am Sunday Service    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres KC 

09:30 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton A Hough 

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon Lay Led 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Upton Pyne Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe KC 

03:00 pm Harvest Festival   Netherexe KC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury LF   

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham Lay Led  

 

 

Sunday 1 October Trinity 16 

09:30 am  Family Service    Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Harvest Festival & Baptism  Brampford Speke  KC 

10:00 am Service of the Word & Harvest Festival  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Harvest Festival Upton Pyne  Lay Led  

11:00 am Service of the Word & Harvest Festival  Cadbury  Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe 

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore KC 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

 

Parish Letter 
 

To Fly Or Not To Fly…… 

 

Keeping hens can be hard work, sometimes amusing, 

occasionally exasperating and in the end, rewarding. 

I started out as an enthusiastic amateur and learned 

from mistakes. But the hens always won, and I grew 

to be fond of them and enjoyed sitting in the sun of 

an evening while they pecked all round me and 

allowed me to pick them up. I had different breeds 

but mainly dark coloured ones. One day I bought a 

pure white hen and took her home. The others were 

horrified and wouldn’t let her anywhere near them, 

so she spent the whole of a Whitsun weekend up in a 

neighbour’s cherry tree and in the end I had to take 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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her back and swop her for something with dark 

feathers.  

                                            

They had a wide range to wander in, could go 

AWOL into the main road and occasionally flew over 

the hedge into someone else’s garden, so wing 

clipping was a fairly regular job. Sometimes they 

would take it into their heads to lay outside their nest 

boxes and I once found 19 eggs in a hollow under the 

fig tree, hidden by nettles.  The most serious thing 

that happened was when there was a leak from a 

sewage plant above my ground which flowed across 

the hens’ run and they were soon slopping around in 

it. It was quickly dealt with by the Water Board, but I 

was advised to get veterinary advice and the next day 

we dunked the hens’ feet in disinfectant while their 

house had to be decontaminated as well. There was a 

lot of squawking but nothing worse.   

 

There were foxes in the field below me but I never 

had any trouble from that quarter. Judging by this 

mosaic picture found in a church on the island of 

Murano near Venice, Reynard has always been a 

problem and these 12th century Italian hens seem to 

have had the answer. 

 

In Cadbury we are surrounded by nature and farming 

activities, which gives a certain slant on the way we 

look at life! Chickens are beautiful, loyal, useful, 

busy, fussy, antagonistic and destructive creatures by 

turns and I wonder if God doesn’t look down on us 

and think, with love but exasperation, that we are 

very similar. 

 

We see people who are different from us and we are 

hostile. We go off on the wrong track, wasting our 

talents by choosing danger and rejecting the 

opportunities offered to us to be safe or successful. 

We think we know best and then moan when things 

do not go to plan…and whilst often saying that we 

don’t need God or don’t believe in him, we blame 

him for every disaster, in fact using such events as 

our proof that He cannot exist and allow such things.  

Therein lies the dilemma. In order to care completely 

for us, God would have to clip our wings…and that is 

something he will not do. We are free to fly, either 

towards a loving God or away from Him. The extent 

of His love for us is proved in that act of generosity 

and it is our choice to respond. 

      

  Jocelyn & Gail, Cadbury Church  

 

Confirmation 

A confirmation service has been arranged with 

Bishop Robert for 19
th
 November 2017 in our 

Netherexe Mission Community. 

 

Confirmation is a time when a person decides for 

themselves to take on board the Christian faith that 

was begun at baptism and hopefully has been 

growing ever since. For many baptism takes place as 

a young person, however, many adults realise that 

they missed the opportunity to ‘confirm’ their own 

faith and take this opportunity to affirm the faith they 

hold. 

 

The Christian faith is one of journey, whether we are 

far down the road or just beginning. In order to help 

those who might be interested, explore what the 

Christian faith says and has to offer, a couple of 

groups will run prior to the confirmation service to 

allow people to hear and ask questions.  One will be 

designed for young people and one for adults. 

Attendance at the group will not oblige someone to 

get confirmed but rather give an opportunity for 

discovery and to get to know a few folk. 

 

Some people discover that they have not been 

baptised and the service we are planning will 

combine both baptism and confirmation for those 

who wish to do both. 

 

If you are interested in coming for confirmation, 

baptism or both, please get in touch with me so we 

can set the days for the groups at convenient times. 

Whatever your reason for attendance, we would be 

delighted for you to join us at one of the groups and 

consider getting confirmed. 

Rev Katie Cross  

Tel 01392 759612  

Email katie.cross@netherexe.org  

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request? 

If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday between 
10.00 and 12 noon when I will be happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 

mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
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Baptist Church  

 

The Persecuted Church 

 

Article 18 of the Declaration of Human Rights 

states:  'Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 

conscience and religion.'  It goes on to emphasise that 

people have the right to change their religion and to 

manifest it alone and in community.   It is a 

wonderful declaration but sadly, tragically and 

cynically, many states who have signed up to it and 

enshrined it in their constitutions, in practice merely 

pay lip service to it and deny such fundamental rights 

to their citizens.  Such widespread hypocrisy is one 

of the scandals of our time. 

 

There was a very good attendance at the Baptist 

Church a few weeks ago to hear a talk on the 

situation of Christians in the Middle East.   The 

speaker was a representative of Open Doors, one of 

the organisations that seeks to make known the plight 

of the Suffering Church and to give practical help in 

a number of contexts. 

 

Another such organisation is Christian Solidarity 

Worldwide.  The UK Permanent Representative to 

the United Nations has stated of this particular group 

that 'it does vital work.   It advocates for the rights of 

all peoples to practise their faith, whatever that faith 

may be, and also for the rights of people who profess 

no religion.'   After many years of campaigning, 

CSW recently attained accreditation, or Consultative 

Status, from the United Nations, which will allow 

them to present their work of advocacy much more 

effectively.  Even before this official recognition of 

their work, they had contributed to the setting up of 

official enquiries into human rights in North Korea 

and Eritrea. 

 

These questions of tolerance and human rights should 

concern us all.   As it happens, Christians are by far 

the most persecuted group in the world but they are 

not the only minority who are not allowed to live in 

peace by the authorities or some majority group in 

their country.  In some contexts Muslims are 

persecuted, or Hindus, or Atheists.   Persecution is 

intolerable whoever it is directed against. 

 

Maurice Harrison  

 

Silverton Walk & Talk 
Autumn is a great time of year to join in with the 

Walk &Talk group .All walks are risk assessed and 

led by trained walk leaders. They are a great way to 

be more active and to meet other people from the 

local communities. The walk always ends with 

refreshments. The Walk and Talk group offers short 

walks and longer walks. Longer walks are held on the 

first, second and third Tuesdays of the month and 

short walks are weekly on Wednesdays. Both groups 

meet at 10 am outside the Silverton Millennium Hall. 

Details of the walk programme can be found on the 

Wyndham house Surgery website: 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk or from the 

surgery. 

Bud Wendover 

 

The RVS Devon Home Library 
Service 
 

The Devon Home Library Service works in 

partnership with the RVS (Royal Voluntary Service).  

It aims to provide library books, (including audio 

books on CD, and large print books) to those people 

in the community who through ill health or disability 

can no longer visit the library.  

 

After discussing with the clients the sort of books 

they like, (eg romantic fiction, travel books, 

particular authors), RVS volunteers choose books for 

their clients which they deliver to them from once a 

fortnight to once every six weeks, depending on the 

needs of the client, at a mutually convenient time. 

Clients may also choose music CDs.  

 

There is no charge for the service and there are no 

fines.  Clients may order books they particularly 

want to read.   

 

Large print books, cassette tapes and audio CDs as 

well as ordinary print books are available.  Some 

clients prefer non-fiction such as biography and 

travel books, other prefer romantic novels or murder 

mysteries! 

 

If you are one of those people who love reading or 

just browsing through books,(you don’t need to be an 

avid reader!), but are confined to their home, this 

service offers a chance to have access to the library 

as well as a visit from a friendly face on a regular 

basis.  Often clients and volunteers make lasting 

friends so there is satisfaction on both sides.   

 

If you are interested in using the service please ring 

Julia on 01392 757725 for further information. 
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Annual Parish Meeting  
Held on Wednesday 3

rd
 May 2017 

 

I am sorry not to have been able to print this in the 

last Focus, but feel that, despite the long time since 

the meeting, villagers will still be interested in its 

content.  This is an account of the meeting as 

recorded by our Clerk, Alison Marshall.  The full 

minutes including record of questions and answers 

are on the Council’s website  – Ed 

 

66 members of the public, including Parish 

Councillors, the Clerk, D/Cllr Deed and C/Cllr 

Squires attended this meeting which took place at 

Thorverton Memorial Hall.      

 

The Parish Council (PC) had held 12 ordinary 

monthly meetings during the past year, at the 

Thorverton Memorial Hall, and several members of 

the public had attended various meetings. Two 

extraordinary meetings had also been held, plus one 

informal meeting with the Parochial Church Council 

(PCC), and a public meeting regarding the potential 

for development at a site near to Broadlands. The 

public meeting had been attended by 45 residents 

during which the Agents for the Church 

Commissioners (CC) had spoken on the pending pre-

planning application for 16 new residential homes.  

 

The Clerk throughout the past year was Mrs Alison 

Marshall.  During the year Cllr Jan Wills had 

resigned – thanks were extended to Jan for her input 

to the Council - and Cllr David Reygate had been co-

opted.  

 

In November the PC adopted the General Power of 

Competence – introduced by the Localism Act 2011 

– meaning that the PC can now do anything that an 

individual can do and, as a result, is less restricted in 

its activities by Law. To achieve this Alison gained 

the Certificate in Local Council Administration 

(CiLCA) to become a Qualified Clerk and two thirds 

of the total number of Council members had stood 

for Election.  

 

The PC had consulted with Mid Devon District 

Council (MDDC) regarding the street naming of the 

Court Barton site and due to the recommendation that 

historic names be used for new housing 

developments the suggestion of ‘Rack Park’ was 

submitted. The Developer, Westhaven Homes, was 

against this name and so MDDC was left to make the 

decision and named the site Court Barton Close. Due 

to the heated correspondence on this matter MDDC 

has now re-written its street naming policy. 

 

In February this year a written complaint was 

received regarding Police parking leaflets which had 

been delivered to Silver Street and Jericho Street by 

the PC. As a result, and after further consideration by 

the PC, it was resolved that the Parish Council would 

not to get involved further in village parking matters. 

  

The PC had been required to take on tasks from 

higher Authorities, such as Devon County Council 

(DCC) Highways, and so the annual precept had 

needed to be raised to cover the extra duties. The 

precept was increased to just under £20,000. In 2009, 

before the Parish Council started to raise funds from 

the precept for the potential new Cemetery, the 

annual precept was £6,000. The new amount now 

represents £52 for a band D property in the parish 

which is £2.50 for every £1,000 the PC spends. The 

cost of the PC actually just existing – as it must by 

Law – with meetings, insurances, Clerk salary, for 

example, is around £5,000 per year alone. The PC 

has ‘ring-fenced’ funding for items such as the 

proposed new Cemetery and has now also moved to 

formalise reserves for new play and gym equipment 

at the Recreation Ground which will, at some point, 

need replacing. The new Rec equipment cost in the 

region of £30,000 last year and the total replacement 

costs of all the equipment would total around 

£50,000.  It was felt important, therefore, to start 

building reserves for replacement items. The 

Recreation Ground ‘Open Day’, held last June, was 

attended by Lord Lieutenant David Fursdon and a 

good many families and Parish Council members. A 

good time was had by all and the PC received some 

excellent feedback on the event. 

 

The PC resolved to increase the scope of grants 

awarded last year and a policy was adopted 

accordingly. The annual grant to the PCC, for 

graveyard maintenance, was increased to £600 and 

£200 was given to both the Citizens Advice and Ring 

and Ride as both had evidenced ongoing support and 

services to Thorverton parishioners. The Memorial 

Hall received a grant of £650 for replacement chairs 

and £750 was given to Thorverton PTFA for some 

new IT equipment. Finally up to £4,000 was agreed 

to support the re-opening of Hulk Lane as a new 

bridleway and as DCC was not able to commit any 

funding to re-open the road. 

 

A new PC employee had been taken on, by way of 

Colin Marshall, as a Road Warden and village 

Handyman. Colin works on a zero hours contract 

with no ‘guaranteed’ work and with work being 

assigned monthly, at Parish Council meetings, by the 

PC. His line manager is the Clerk but the PC is the 

employer of both the Clerk and the Handyman. Colin 

has gained his City and Guilds Road Warden, 

Chapter 8, and Spraying Qualifications – at no cost to 
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the PC – and his duties are to maintain the village in 

general and to replace DCC Highways work no 

longer covered. MDDC grant funding, by way of 

TAP (Town and Parish) funding, of £1400 was 

gained for new Handyman tools and equipment and 

secure storage space for these has now been offered, 

and accepted, in the village centre. 

 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) has advised 

that it is not going to continue being involved in 

running a Graveyard in Thorverton when the existing 

Churchyard is full. The PC, therefore, needs to 

decide whether to take on the running of a new burial 

site or not – it is legally already a burial authority. At 

last year’s Annual Parish Meeting the Church 

Commissioners had already been approached 

regarding the purchasing of some land, off Dark 

Lane, and it has agreed to sell this land. A Pre-

Planning Application was submitted to MDDC last 

year, by the PC, which gave positive results and 

required, as the next step, an archaeological dig on 

the land and.  A decision as to whether to proceed 

with this is pending. The funds raised by the PC, to 

date, for a new Cemetery is £30,000. Councillors 

have been divided on how to spend the funding and 

as to whether further burial space is wanted by 

residents and this is why the subject is on the agenda 

for discussion this evening. Devon Association of 

Local Councils (DALC) has been approached and 

has advised that as the PCC has pulled out of being 

involved with any future burial facilities in the parish 

then this is reason enough for the funding to be put to 

some other use, but still for public benefit, should the 

PC so decide. DALC also strongly advised that the 

public should be consulted on this matter and so the 

Parish Council has delivered leaflets through every 

door in the parish asking for feedback and inviting 

attendance at this meeting. A copy of the full 

minutes, including questions from those present, can 

be found on the PC website at 

thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

Hulk Lane bridleway – an update from Roger 

Cashmore representing TABSCAP 

A report was provided regarding the land and the 

slippage that caused the highway to be lost in 2013. 

TABSCAP (Thorverton and Brampford Speke 

Community Access Project) have worked with DCC 

to restore this lane for the community. Due to this 

road being so far down the DCC priority list 

TAPSCAP have stepped in with the aim of keeping 

the lane open. A geotechnical report was gained then 

a specialist land drainage engineer was involved. 

Once agreement was gained for work to be 

completed, involving matched funding from DCC, 

Thorverton and Brampford Speke PCs pledged 

support along with C/Cllr Squires. A local Contractor 

has been hired and work is due to start on June 12
th
 

this year to make the road into a bridleway for all to 

use.  This will provide a useful facility and could 

attract visitors into the community. This will also be 

the nearest walk available to the new Court Barton 

Close estate. There will be a summer event to raise 

further funding and an opening ceremony will follow. 

Updates will be posted in Focus and on local social 

media. Gilly and Ed Greed are the land owners and 

Stuart Luxton is the Contractor.  

 

New homes at Court Barton Close – an update from 

D/Cllr Deed 

Approval was given by MDDC for this development 

as an exception site with cross subsidy and so this 

village is allowed to have new houses built within it. 

There is a settlement boundary and so special 

planning approval was required meaning that because 

of the Housing Needs Survey the affordable housing 

had to be offered to local people. MDDC admitted to 

omitting this clause in the S106 Agreement and have 

said that they will pay to correct this mistake. 

Westhaven Homes, the Developer, has agreed to the 

amendment but Devon and Cornwall Housing (DCH) 

have refused to sign a new Agreement at this time. 

The Parish has no say in resolving this. After 

speaking with MDDC Planning, who have said that 

DCH cannot sign a new Agreement as this could 

affect their funding, verbal assurance that initial 

allocation will provide priority to people with local 

ties has been gained.  If DCH signing a new 

Agreement means that they will be in breach then 

this does not add up as if they do not agree to correct 

the position they are already in breach so there does 

not appear to be any defence. The problem being that 

when the houses come up for re-let or re-sale then 

this verbal agreement may well have been forgotten. 

 

Alison Marshall 

For Sale 
Child’s garden swing £35: 

TP Early Fun Swing (model: TP037) and TP 

QuadPod      4 in 1 swing seat (model: TP 999) 

adaptable seat with safety harness suitable for 

children from 6 months to 8 years. Dark green/light 

green metal frame, dark green/light green Quadpod 

seat. Good condition, two years old, occasionally 

used by grandchildren. Comes with full instructions. 

Call Linda Findlay (Upton Pyne) 01392 - 841402 or  

email lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Cricket Club 
Home fixtures for September: 

Sat 2
nd

 Second XI v Alphington
 
 

Sun 3
rd

 Friendly v Broiadclyst 

Sat 9
th
 Friendly v Kays 

Sat 16
th
 Memorial Game 

mailto:lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk
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Women’s Institute 
July WI Meeting 

 

At the July meeting, Anne Dalton, an extremely 

talented lady, gave a presentation on the design and 

production of Fine Bone China.  Anne brought along 

a display and gave a demonstration of her work.  She 

filled a table with amazingly detailed miniature 

models of various subjects.  We were told that she 

had been trained by and worked closely with a Royal 

Worcester Artist for many years.   

 

Anne explained the stages of making her models and 

demonstrated making, filling and turning out a 

mould, and then talked about the very high 

temperatures and stages necessary for the kilning 

processes.  Today her work focus is on miniatures, as 

small as one twelfth and even some at one twenty 

fourth!! Amazing work for which she needs a 

magnifying visor for most of the time.  In the early 

days of her career, Anne displayed her pieces at local 

craft markets, but then was invited to attend Royal 

shows such as one at Gatcombe Park.   

 

She can now be seen displaying and trading at the 

NEC, where she meets overseas customers, and of 

course she uses the internet for her business.  Her 

display table included a beautiful cabinet of thimbles, 

all with intricate designs incorporated, miniature 

teapots, birds, collie dogs, frogs, hedgehogs, candle 

snuffers, and Toby Jugs.  Anne told us that what 

began as a small hobby has become a lifetime 

business, and that her business relied upon three very 

important ingredients – good muscles, patience and 

most importantly a sense of humour.  

 

August WI Meeting 

 

This month Kevin Balding from the Freewheelers 

team was welcomed to the meeting.  Kevin showed 

slides and talked about the fantastic work the 

Freewheelers do – what an amazingly dedicated 

group of people they are!  FreeWheelers, a registered 

charity supported only by public donations, primarily 

transport blood and breastmilk but can also be 

required to carry path lab samples, body tissues, 

drugs, specialist equipment and tools, notes, and even 

CDs detailing procedures.  Their work may take them 

between hospitals, doctors’ surgeries, private homes 

and occasionally to accident scenes.  Also a relay 

system is run between Bristol and Cornwall for long 

distance transport tasks. 

 

The Freewheelers were set up in 2009 by a man 

called Don Lavery.  Don was prompted to set up such 

a worthwhile cause following the birth of his son.  

Don’s wife, pregnant at the time, collapsed one day 

and went to hospital on a 999 call.  A Caesarean 

Section was carried out during which a lot of blood 

was needed and scarily the hospital ran out of blood!  

A volunteer was found, who managed to source and 

ferry in more blood very quickly with the wonderful 

result that two lives were saved.  From that time on, 

Don has dedicated his life to supporting the 

FreeWheelers – he even sold his house to raise funds! 

Four previous attempts to establish such a service had 

been made but each failed due to lack of money and 

manpower. 

 

FreeWheelers work out of normal working hours, on 

shifts from 5pm until 7am.  They generally ride 

motorbikes, but also have a 4x4 vehicle for use in 

difficult weather conditions.  Their jobs, on average 8 

a day, fall into four categories. The blue light and 

siren emergency group when the riders have just a 2 

hour window to complete their task, and there are 2 

or 3 or these in Devon each month.  The red group is 

considered urgent and a 4 hour window is allowed 

for delivery.  The green group is non urgent jobs 

which have to be completed before the end of a shift.  

They also courier for transplant jobs, there are on 

average 2 a month of these. 

 

Kevin said that he had been a FreeWheeler for two 

and a half years during which time he has ridden 

7000 miles at an average of 36.8 mph. He has carried 

out 166 jobs and therefore helped 166 Devonians on 

the road to recovery.  Thank you Kevin. 

Judy Bright 
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Thorverton and District History Society 
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The Garden in September 
Autumn is one of those seasons you can smell when 

it arrives. Early one morning, mid-August had just 

that tang of cool air and misty conditions which 

herald the beginning of the change. This year, it was 

rather early but not unexpected due to the hot, 

drought conditions of early summer followed by 

lower temperatures and mixed weather fortunes in 

July and August. 

               

Many plants regardless of weather have finished their 

year’s cycle, produced flower then seed and begun to 

die back. Hedgerow plants, early herbaceous and 

grasses begin to look dusty and messy at this time of 

year. The time for tidying the garden has begun!  

                 

Herbaceous plants that have flowered and produced 

seed heads can all be safely cut back to their base 

foliage, unless you wish to keep for winter interest. 

Take off dead and tired leaves and dig around these 

plants to aerate the soil. Pick up all fallen leaves and 

detritus around them. Clear areas where plants have 

generally finished their growing cycle and clean the 

soil of debris. Removing fallen leaves etc helps to 

keep the soil healthy and free from over-wintering 

pests and diseases. 

                

Some herbaceous plants however will only just be 

flowering now. These late flowering plants are a real 

bonus to the garden. One of my favourites is the old 

fashioned Michaelmas daisy, Aster novi-belgii. The 

original plant is a tall back of the border plant with 

blue-mauve daisy like flowers but prone to mildew in 

a wet autumn. A more modern smaller version 

needing no support is Aster ‘Professor Anton 

Kippenburg’ . Another middle of the border plant is 

Aster x frikartii. Bright, sky-blue, large flowers with 

a yellow centre take you into the autumn colours. For 

a dark pink try Aster novi-belgii ‘Jenny’. 

               

A wonderful, tall, imposing herbaceous plant for this 

time of year is Solidago, common name golden rod. 

Solidago ‘Golden Wings’ is one of the most 

vigorous. These plants give you good cut flowers and 

are very beneficial to late flying insects. Plant in full 

sun. Chrysanthemums have lovely autumn colours, 

‘Amber Enbee Wedding’ is a muted orange and 

‘Pennine Alfie’ a golden yellow. 

               

Bulbs and corms provide some beautiful autumn 

blooms and of course come back each year. Take 

note where they are planted as it’s easy to plant on 

top of them when they have disappeared! Corms and 

bulbs are often grouped together but are quite distinct 

from a botanical point of view. A bulb is a form of 

underground bud made up of overlapping scales. 

These store food to nourish new growth in the 

following season for the embryo at the centre of the 

bulb. A corm develops above an old one in readiness 

for next season. They are often planted at different 

times of the year. 

                 

An autumn perennial corm, Crocus ochroleucus has 

creamy white flowers with yellow stems. Plant corms 

in late summer in well-drained soil and a sunny site. 

It will also grow in short grass and will gradually 

form clumps of colour. Another corm, Colchicum 

‘The Giant’ is a striking flower of vivid pink and 

makes a big splash of colour. For something more 

subtle and smaller, try Colchicum byzantinum. Full 

sun and fertile free-draining soil are needed. The 

leaves produced in winter die back in summer and 

the flower appears for autumn. It is best to have other 

plants around them to fill the gap but nothing too 

vigorous. For a large, autumn-flowering bulb try 

Nerrine bowdenii. Plant in the spring, in a sunny site 

with free draining soil and just the tip showing above 

the ground.  

               

There are many more autumn flowering herbaceaous 

plants, shrubs and some spectacular climbers. It 

really isn’t difficult to have colour all through the 

growing season with careful planning. Dot these late 

flowering plants in between your summer colour and 

let them take over for the end of the season, autumn 

spectacular. 

                 

Other garden jobs this month include lawn care. 

Clear the ‘thatch’, i.e. detritus collected throughout 

the summer, by using a grass rake. If your lawn has 

well- worn compacted areas, aerate by deeply spiking 

with a garden fork and brushing horticultural sand 

mixed with loam soil into the holes. This year with so 

much rain it should not be too difficult. Don’t panic 

if the area looks messy at this point, it will all wash 

away after a while. Rope off these areas if necessary 

to aid recovery. 

                  

In the veggie patch, prepare a new plot for planting 

early onion sets and garlic in October. Check your 

rotation so you have at least 3 clear years from onion 

growing. Dig over these plots and add well-rotted 

manure or garden compost.  

                  

Well, Neville, a few jobs to be thinking about but not 

quite time to put away that deck chair (Not sure I 

ever got it out this year – Ed). 

                             

Happy gardening, Lorraine. 

                                                

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
The summer leagues are now all played and winter 

league fixtures being arranged. The club held a very 

successful Finals Day for our own club tournaments 

where some exciting tennis was played; the weather 

was lovely and players and spectators enjoyed 

delicious food in between matches. An American 

Tournament is still to come in September for all club 

members. 

 

Junior coaching will be starting again in September 

with our coach Toby Harradence. If anyone is 

interested in this please contact our membership 

secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259 or see our 

website www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk. 

Sally Baldwin 

 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd 
supporting   Thorverton Post Office 

 

Thorverton Post Office and its many services is well-

used by many from our community and beyond and 

sales of newspapers, stationery etc. continue quite 

well too. Supporting the TCT business is really vital 

since this gives the post office a home paying the 

overheads and helping to support staff. Many of our 

TCT workers are volunteers. We are very fortunate 

that these people are prepared to give their time in 

this way. 

 

Supporting TCT by paying an annual subscription of 

£10 per person or by giving a donation, is a vital part 

of the equation too, so we need as many local people 

doing this as possible. It’s now time to do this for our 

financial year June 2017 – May 2018. Please use the 

form below ASAP or if you would like to pay by 

bank transfer, please contact me for details of how to 

do that. 

 

If you buy a paper or magazine regularly, then please 

become a TCT member too since this helps us to 

reduce our corporation tax bill. 

 

We are always looking for more helpers so if you 

would like to be a paper unpacker and seller or help 

us in other ways with stock management, cleaning, 

building maintenance and other needs from time to 

time, then please contact me or other members of our 

TCT Council (committee) - Royston Kershaw, Jan 

Hamilton, Steve Rendell, Allison Toogood - or ask at 

the post office.           

                             

Having another young person available to work on 

Sat or Sun mornings from time to time would be very 

useful. 

 

And finally, a big welcome to Steph who is now 

working on the PO side. Great to have you on board! 

 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd 

Chair and Company Secretary                                

Jan Hamilton              07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
  
I/we 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

  
(address and postcode)……………………………………………………………………………............................................. 

  
(email)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  
wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the provisions 

of its Memorandum and Articles of Association (see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 
  
OR 
wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 

  
I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2017– 5/2018 (cheques payable to Thorverton Co-operative 

Trust Ltd) 

  
(signature(s))……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                        
Please return this form with your payment to                   
Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary                                                          
c/o  Thorverton Post Office  or post/deliver to  

TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Legal Eagle  

A recent Times headline caused my wife to raise a 

quizzical eyebrow. The headline read, “Woman 

outwits thieves by stealing back her own bike”. Was 

it possible, Martina wanted to know, for someone to 

steal their own property? When I replied that it was, 

Martina’s response was to quote Dickens, “If the law 

supposes that, said Mr Bumble……..the law is a ass - 

a idiot”.  

 

So, to the story, Jenni Morton-Humphreys had her 

bike stolen in Bristol. She then discovered it being 

offered on Facebook for £100. A friend then arranged 

to meet the seller and explained that his sister, who 

was actually Ms Morgan-Humphreys would go to 

collect the bike. Ms Morgan-Humphreys then arrived 

to collect the bike. She asked if she could take it for a 

trial ride and asked the person in possession of the 

bike to hold onto her possessions which consisted of 

a cigarette packet and a set of keys for the bike’s old 

lock. 

 

Once astride the bike Ms Morgan-Humphreys cycled 

off as fast as she could. Police subsequently 

contacted the man selling the bike but he claimed to 

have bought it in a pub and no further action was 

taken. 

 

Did Ms Morgan-Humphreys steal the bike as claimed 

by the headline? Well, she certainly committed the 

actus reus of the offence as she appropriated property 

belonging to another. How can it be that when the 

bike belonged to her the bike can be said to ‘belong 

to another’? The answer lies in the wording of s5(1) 

Theft Act 1968 “Property shall be regarded as 

belonging to any person having possession or control 

of it, or having in it any proprietary right or 

interest…………….” The result is that a thief may 

steal from any number of people, the owner, the 

possessor and the person in physical control and this 

is the reason why the owner of the property may be 

guilty of theft from the possessor or controller. 

’Belonging to’ refers not just to ownership as might 

generally be supposed, but extends to embrace both 

possession and control. 

 

The case of Turner (No 2) [1971] illustrates the 

position. T left his car with V for repairs, promising 

to pay for the repairs when he returned for the car the 

following day. After the car had been repaired, T 

drove off without paying. T, the owner of the car, 

stole it from V, who was in possession of the car. 

 

Had Ms Morgan-Humphreys been prosecuted, what 

would have been the likely outcome? The answer is 

that she would most probably have been acquitted. 

The reason for this is, despite having committed the 

actus reus of the offence, it would be difficult to 

establish that she had the necessary mens rea, namely 

that she acted dishonestly and that she had the 

intention permanently to deprive. The second of the 

two requirements will be satisfied as at the time when 

she appropriated (rode off on) the bike she intended 

to permanently deprive the person in possession. 

 

This leaves us with the question of whether she acted 

dishonestly? Two possible considerations here. The 

first is as a result of the provisions of s2(1)(a) Theft 

Act 1968 which provides that “a person’s 

appropriation of property belonging to another is not 

to be regarded as dishonest if he appropriates the 

property in the belief that he has in law the right to 

deprive the other of it, on behalf of 

himself…………………” 

 

Clearly Ms Morgan-Humphreys legal representative 

would have argued strongly that she believed that she 

had a legal right to the property as it belonged to her. 

One of the few occasions, when ignorance of the law 

provides a defence. Non-lawyers are not expected to 

know the civil law on the transfer of ownership. 

 

A second string to her bow would have been the 

common law test of dishonesty under Ghosh [1982]. 

The case provides a two limbed test, one objective, 

the other subjective. The first is whether what was 

done (the riding off on the bike) was dishonest 

according to the standards of reasonable and honest 

people. Only if this question is answered in the 

affirmative do you need to consider the second, 

subjective question. If so, did the defendant realise 

that reasonable and honest people would regard what 

he/she did as dishonest? 

 

My feeling is that reasonable, honest people would 

not regard Ms Morgan-Humphreys conduct as 

dishonest. 

 

So can a person steal their own property, yes they 

can. However, given the difficulty of securing a 

conviction, prosecutions are likely to be rare. 

 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

The surgeon and the mechanic 
 

A surgeon took his car to a mechanic. After opening 

the bonnet and peering inside the mechanic said to 

the surgeon 'You and I do the same kind of work. 

Like you I look inside to see what's going on. What I 

don't understand is why you get paid more than I do'.  

Looking the mechanic straight in the eye the surgeon 

replied 'You try doing it with the engine still 

running'. 
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The Exeter Forum 
The Exeter Forum is a social group for retired 

people.  It started some 47 years ago when an article 

was published in the Express and Echo floating the 

idea of forming such an organisation for those 

retiring from the professions and business.  The 

article was published on April 8th 1970 and the 

inaugural meeting held in May that year attracted 

some 60 prospective members. 

 

Since then "The Forum" has grown by word of 

mouth.  Membership is limited to 210 members and 

there has usually been a waiting list to join.  The 

membership includes retired academics and doctors 

as well as those retired from a wide range of other 

careers.  The Forum’s main activity is a weekly talk. 

These talks cover a variety of topics, from history to 

the arts, from health to science and travel.   Despite  a 

modest annual subscription of £30 we have managed 

to maintain a high quality programme.  Highlights of 

talks over the last year have included Ann 

Widdecombe on her post parliamentary career, Todd 

Gray on  archeology and the Royal Clarence fire and 

Robin Ravilious on the photographic career of  her 

husband James.  Forthcoming talks include ones on 

subjects as varied as Buckfast Abbey, the Parole 

Board, the chances of extraterrestrial life, and the 

Woodland Trust. 

 

Although we now meet at the Mint Methodist 

Church, at the top of Fore Street, Exeter, the Forum 

has no religious or political alignment.  Coffee and a 

warm welcome will be found on most Wednesday 

mornings from 10 a.m.  Talks currently start about 

10.30 am.  Please check if possible to confirm start 

times of meetings either on the web-site shown 

below or by phoning 01837 82701. 

 

Other Forum activities include regular walks, a book 

club, and a music appreciation group.  There are in 

addition occasional visits and social activities, 

recently for instance, to  Sherborne Castle and the SS 

Great Britain, and occasional group holidays; most 

recently five very enjoyable days Spent largely in 

Suffolk. 

 

As The Exeter Forum approaches its fiftieth year we 

would welcome new members or guests for single 

meetings.  Further information, including details of 

our talks programme and contact details, can be 

found on the Exeter Forum website: 

www.exeterforum.org. 

 

Keith Badman, Chairman 

 

 
 

Reflections of a (very) Mature 
Student 
When I was first a student in London back in the 

early sixties we had some lectures designed for all 

the colleges at the Institute of Education.   At one of 

these I found myself one day sitting next to an older 

woman.   During the course of our conversation she 

told me she was thirty-six and was in the first year of 

a degree course.  Thirty-six!  I was incredulous that a 

person of such advanced years could have enough 

brain cells left to even contemplate a course of study. 

 

I have now changed my mind, and at more than twice 

the age of that mature student have just successfully 

completed the first year of an MA course in Classical 

Studies with the Open University.  Why? For several 

reasons, and you will guess that professional 

advancement is not one of them. 

 

One reason is personal development.  If you are as 

undisciplined as I am it is no use being determined to 

read the books you know you should read without 

some external constraint.  So I had a very carefully 

designed module to follow, assignments to turn in on 

time, and a very dedicated tutor to guide and 

encourage me. 

 

Another reason has been to ward off Alzheimer's, 

forcing the little grey cells to work, as Poirot would 

put it.  So far the strategy seems to have worked. 

 

And then of course it has been a personal challenge.  

There have been times over the year when I felt 

almost overwhelmed by the pressures, and especially 

the daily struggle to access lessons and seek out 

information via the Internet instead of the time-

honoured system of books and lectures.  It has been a 

revelation to discover what opportunities an online 

programme can offer. Of course, the younger 

generation know all about this, but an older person is 

constantly amazed at being able to consult books, 

articles, reviews, pictures and works of art simply by 

being referred to a website.  Scholars of previous 

centuries would have been simply incredulous at the 

amount of information available for them to access 

whereas in their day they would have had to travel 

miles to consult a manuscript or follow the lectures 

of a famous teacher. 

 

I cannot rate the Open University too highly.  Its 

standards are high, its materials are cutting edge, its 

academic staff first rate and nothing is too much 

trouble for the administrative and technical teams to 

help with any problem.  I have just signed up for next 

year! 

Maurice Harrison 

http://www.exeterforum.org/
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A Turkish Tale  
Here's a modern Catch 22.   

 

Would a sane person pay £20 to have a doctor prove 

that he is sane?  

That's what I (as a person the wrong side of 70) had 

to do as part of the arrangements needed to sell a 

house in Turkey. During the high summer heat of 

July, I spent over an hour in hospital, registering as a 

foreign patient, being asked questions by a 

doctor...Who is the prime minister of Britain ? (It was 

Theresa May when I left England..but now....?). Who 

is the prime minister of Turkey, What is the date?.day 

of the week?..etc.  

Eventually….”Yes, you are sane”.  

 

And a longhand report was written across the bottom 

of the form. Then the document was typed, checked 

and corrected by the doctor, retyped, signed by the 

doctor, photo attached, stamped, countersigned by 

the Chief Doctor in an office at the other end of the 

hospital..paid the 90 Turkish lire, got a receipt, had 

the document stamped by the foreign patient 

office...and eventually out into the 41C oven of 

Bodrum.  

 

Then we delivered document to the housing office to 

join the ever increasing pile of documents from me 

and the buyer, who was waiting for his final 

document...proof of earthquake insurance (this was 

after the 6.7 earthquake had shaken us out of our 

beds at 1.30 in the morning). Finally, 5 mins before 

closing time, the sale was stamped, signed by both 

parties, the lawyer, and the translater, countersigned 

and stamped by the officials and the house was sold. 

 

When I handed over the sanity document I noted the 

last sentence at the bottom... 

            This document is valid for one day only. 
If the sale had not been completed that afternoon, I 

would have had to return to the hospital to repeat the 

whole performance! 

So I have now, thankfully, returned to a much cooler 

Thorverton, and resumed my original unproven state 

of probable insanity. 

John Spivey 

 

Poetry Parts 1 and 2 
Which cream tea? 

 

Devon was the place she called her home 

Though into Cornwall sometimes she'd roam. 

This roaming caused her many a scream 

Upon serving scones, and jam, and cream. 

Some liked it this way, some the other 

She should have listened more to Mother. 

Finally it drove her up the wall 

For it seemed to make no sense at all. 

Once in the gut it couldn't be seen 

As to which came first, the jam or cream. 

And finally, when laid to rest 

She hoped folk knew, she tried her best. 

 

                           Sylv Gregory  

 

The following poem is from Doreen Beer’s “Poems 

from a Devon Village”. 

 

To be their eyes 

 

Oh that I had the gift to write, 

For those who cannot see 

And bring alive and bring to sight, 

Beauty that captures me. 

‘Though it would be but a shadow pale, 

Yet they would know a part 

Of nature’s work set out in Braille, 

Of all that lights the eye and heart; 

But how do I begin to write 

Of that blue orb the sky, 

Of pristine snow, sun sparkled bright 

Of changing clouds on high 

How do I express in words 

The vivid greenery of spring? 

 

Or explain the elegance of soaring birds 

And their variety of plume and wing? 

How do I begin to show 

The glory of the flowers, 

The grandeur of a torrent’s flow, 

Of lofty peak that towers? 

The purple backcloth of the moors, 

A field of rippling corn 

And all the lovely great outdoors 

On a golden September morn? 

Oh that I had the gift to write 

And that the blind might see 

All nature’s boundless wonders 

And share these joys with me. 

Doreen Beer 

 

Rainfall Record 
You probably don’t need Gus Christianson’s rainfall 

readings to know that July was a wet month.  This 

followed a relatively dry June (63.5mm in total), 

spoiled only by 37mm on the last three days of that 

month.  July started very dry, with just a few spots of 

rain on one of the first 11 days.  But then we had 
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several very wet days, with the 12
th
, 19

th
, 22

nd
, 30

th
 

and 31
st
 all recording more than 10mm, which 

contributed to a total of 103.3mm for the month – 

one third more than the ten-year average for July. 

 

Recipe  
Fruit Crumbles 

 

Apples and blackberries make excellent crumbles. 

Vary the crumble mixture by using: 

 1 lb/ 500g fine oatmeal, wholemeal, or rye flour 

 ½ lb/ 250 g Devonshire butter 

 ¼ lb/ 100g brown sugar 

Rub butter into flour and add sugar.  

Prepared in advance the crumble mixture can be 

stored in a jar in the fridge and used as required. 

 

Paul Cleave 

 

Poetry Part 3 
 

Cherry Trees. 
  

Spring cascades white flowers; 

Autumn has its folding leaves; 

  

 Wood pigeons shimmer amid showers, 

Colour flames wild cherry trees. 

 

 

Black on Black. 
 

Blackberries bulge on bramble bushes, 

Blackbirds pick them one by one, 

Carrion crows eat them in beakfulls - 

We’ll need to hurry on down. 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

 

Small steps to a healthier life 
 

Losing weight is one of the hardest challenges 

humans can set themselves.  This is because our very 

basic hard wiring is working against us in these 

situations.  The extremely strong internal 

mechanisms we have developed over millions of 

years in order to survive in a harsh world now 

operate to inhibit our attempts to help ourselves in a 

provision rich environment.  

 

Humans evolved in small groups with the aim of 

scavenging for food.  It was not plentiful and when 

you can only manage to eat one or two substantial 

meals a week it makes sense to store some of the 

calories you ingest. Homo-sapiens developed a very 

efficient high calorie storage system: fat.  This could 

be deposited around the body and then utilized when 

required to provide the energy needed for long treks 

across the savannah.  

 

Food was less complex; as nowadays we needed a 

balanced diet however most components came from 

separate sources.  Feel good hormones were released 

to reward and so motivate Stone Age humans to seek 

out each component. Even though combination of 

sugars and fats are now easily picked from the 

supermarket shelf the internal neurological buzz from 

eating them persists. 

 

However it is the history and physiology of our 

evolutionary development that gives us the key as to 

how to best tackle the challenge of lowering our 

weight and keeping it there.  Slow burn of calories by 

walking, like our ancestors had to do to survive, is 

the best way of burning off fat. Working in small 

groups to support one another was also a major 

survival tool from long ago and this is why 

motivation from weight loss teams is so powerful.   

 

Recently Devon County Council have set up a central 

service to help patients lose weight under one 

umbrella organization called One Small Step.  This 

can be accessed directly on line at 

www.onesmallstep.org.uk or via the telephone on 

01392 908139. Monday morning Keep Fit classes in 

the Silverton Community Hall are another option 

available to patients as they combine these important 

factors; group support and regular low grade burning 

of calories. 

 

I regularly see patients who have recently lost 

significant weight.  Congratulations are always in 

order as I know the effort immense effort required to 

achieve it.  Evidence shows that GPs nagging our 

patients is not effective. It is much more powerful for 

us to keep gently nudging patients towards helpful 

groups and activities.  So hence this article, another 

gentle push to start the first step towards walking that 

little bit more every day.  Small steps when added 

together will produce a worthwhile journey.   

 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 

 

Balance Classes 

 
Balance Classes are for people who are unsteady on 

their feet and at risk of falling.  The aim of these 

sessions is to improve balance, coordination, leg 

strength and help to prevent falls.  This is a venture 

sponsored by The Friends of Wyndham House 

Surgery and is fully supervised by Margaret Clough, 

http://www.onesmallstep/
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a trained instructor who is helped by some very 

experienced volunteer assistants.  It is hoped that the 

participants will find the activities sociable, 

enjoyable and notice an improvement in their 

balance, co-ordination and confidence as a result. 

 

The Balance Classes are held on Thursday mornings 

in the Silverton Community Hall (Millennium Hall) 

and run for 6 weeks with a further 6 week course at a 

slightly more advanced level.  Although they are paid 

for by The Friends of Wyndham House Surgery, they 

are open to anyone living in Silverton or 

neighbouring villages who would benefit from 

attending.  There is no charge but donations may be 

made to the Friends of Wyndham House Surgery at 

the classes, and are always welcome.  Places are 

limited, so participants would be expected to attend 

the whole course unless they became unwell. 

 

Surveys from previous participants have rated the 

classes as excellent, enjoyable and of great benefit. 

 

If you would like to join the classes of would like 

further information, please leave a message at 

Wyndham House Surgery 01392 860034 and I will 

contact you. 

Trish Jones  

Balance Class Volunteer and Co-ordinator 
   

Football Club 

Thorverton FC was formed during the 1920/21 

season and the club has always played within the 

Devon & Exeter Football Leagues. There was a 

hiatus for WWII and also between 1982/83 and 

1990/91 when the club did not have a team. In 

1991/92 a lease for the changing rooms was agreed 

with mid-Devon council and a changing room was 

built, where it now currently stands. The changing 

rooms were given a lick of paint and a tidy up for the 

start of the 2016/17 season; however, we were aware 

that the boiler system was reaching the end of its 

working life. 

2016/17 was a successful season with the men's team 

finishing 2nd in league 4 and winning the Bill Slee 

cup for the first time in its history. The U18s team 

had also had a successful season finishing 2nd in the 

Devon U18 league and reaching the semi-finals of 

the County cup. The U18s was the last season for the 

youth team: that age group having been brought up, 

by Dominic Carbines and Mike Harget, playing 

every year until reaching the men's age range. 

To build upon this success a second men's team has 

been entered and it was felt we would approach 

various bodies to raise funds for a new boiler system 

to ensure the changing rooms has good facilities for 

the next 25 years. 

Thanks to funding grants from the Parish Council, 

Devon FA, Viridor and The Leonard Trust we have 

been able to secure funding to pay for the materials 

involved and will shortly be undertaking the work. 

Please do feel free to support us on a Saturday 

afternoon. 

Whilst writing this article for the magazine, I would 

like to mention we are keen for the village to make 

use of our facilities. We are happy to assist any 

individual or group who would want to use the 

Recreation Ground and felt it would be useful to use 

our changing rooms. Anyone is welcome to contact 

the club via myself on 07944 533372.  

We are also keen for any footballers in the village, 

not currently known to us, to attend training on a 

Thursday evening at 6.30pm. 

Paul Webb, Thorverton FC secretary 

Open Gardens Day 
Occasionally in life, things go right.  They even 

border on perfection.  Such a happening was the 

Open Gardens Day which the village held in June. 

 

We start with Katie [Vanstone] who put together the 

8 garden venues.  Then, the team of Hospiscare of 

Exeter who organised the correspondence, the 

leaflets and the passports. 

 

The cream teas, drinks, the jewellery and the biscuits 

made by some of the young people were most 

welcome too. 

 

The weather, well it could not have been better – 

black clouds stayed away all day.  The (great) high 

temperatures of the previous days brought out the 

flowers to bloom in profusion: clematis and mallows 

climbed up walls and high into trees.  Near the 

ground, glossy leaves of the ajugas vied with the 

bright colours of the nasturtiums.  Even wild flowers 

and a weed or two showed their faces here and there. 

 

Yes, all this made it so worthwhile and raised a 

handsome sum for the great charity, which 

Hospiscare is. 

Annette Mawson 
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Thorverton Bridge 
What is going on? I asked this question of John Arnold, site manager for Concrete Repairs Ltd who are under 

contract to repair and renovate the bridge. The present bridge (see photo) was opened in 1908, the first in Devon to 

be constructed with concrete reinforced with iron bars. It was last strengthened in 1997 at a cost of about £750,000. 

The old bridge that towered above it was steep and hard for horses to climb. It was built in 1813 and demolished in 

1912. The earliest reference to a Thorverton bridge is 1597, according to village historian Ian Stoyle. 
 

Exactly what does the work under the bridge entail? John Arnold replied: “Replacing approximately 30 cubic 

metres of defective concrete from the underside of the bridge, and installing a zinc anti-corrosion system to stop the 

existing reinforcement in the bridge corroding. The damaged concrete is being removed by high pressure water jet, 

and replaced in small sections at a time, so that it can remain self-supporting, and we don’t have to temporarily 

support the bridge.” The scaffolding is suspended from the bridge, but above possible flood levels; this means the 

work has to be done with very restricted head room. 

 

John said he wasn’t prepared to guess the cost to Devon of repairs to the present bridge, only that it might have 

been cheaper to replace the entire structure. This was not possible as it is Grade 2 listed. 

 

He added that the team working on the concrete sections under the bridge varies in number between 

six and 15 men and involves eight sub-contractors. John said they hope to complete this challenging job by the end 

of November.  

 

What remains to be done when work under the bridge is finished? “We will remove the tarmac surface and replace 

the waterproofing below, then resurface, during which time the bridge will be completely closed. We are aiming to 

complete the work by December.” 

 

The wait at the traffic lights is about 50 seconds, and I asked John whether they were timed or automatic. It turns 

out to be the latter, so everybody can sit back and relax. My impression is that the work is in capable hands. 

  
Andrew Hoellering with photos by John Spivey 
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TARTS News 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 
Recent walks: - 

 

24
th
 June 

Jerry led us on a 6 mile local walk starting from 

Brampford Speke. We followed the Devonshire 

Heartland Way to Upton Pyne. We then followed 

quiet tracks to New Bridge and on to Duryardwood 

where we stopped for coffee. As we followed  the 

footpath across fields I can safely say that this is the 

first time we have ever encountered Wallabies, 

Hawaiian Geese and Emu’s on a Tarts walk! 

We left the exotic animals behind and passed through 

Half Moon Village, rejoining the Devonshire 

Heartland Way. As we passed through Langford the 

green lanes became narrower and we felt a little like 

explorers. Fortunately Mike had his trusty pair of 

secateurs handy and clearer our way of brambles and 

other foliage.  

  

9
th
 July  

Our hike on the South West Coast Path at the 

southern tip of the South Hams started in a relaxed 

fashion with tea at the Piglet Café at East Prawle. 

Striking west, we had great views of the mouth of 

Salcombe estuary and Bolt Head before descending 

to Elender Cove bounded by Gammon Head. 

 

Following the coastal path east, we visited the 

historic National Coastwatch Station from which 

volunteers keep an eye on boats and shipping and 

provide information and rescue facilities when 

required. This southernmost site in Devon has a long 

history as a signalling station, coastguard post and 

coastal defence lookout during the nineteenth century 

and both World Wars. The staff permitted us to enjoy 

its panoramic views. The visitor centre next door has 

displays illustrating the wildlife of the coast and the 

scores of ships wrecked on it in storms and times of 

war. 

 

Proceeding east below the village of East Prawle, we 

saw the remains of Chain Home Low radar 

installations from WWII, extensive raised beaches 

from earlier geological times, and massive mica-

schist rocky outcrops. Reaching the little beach at 

Lannacombe, some of us rushed to paddle in the sea, 

rather regretting that they had not bought their 

swimsuits. 

 
Turning inland, we climbed back up to the plateau 

from which we enjoyed views to the east of 

Lannacombe Green and, to the north, the South 

Hams hills and Dartmoor. 

 

Warm sun, fresh sea breezes and unparalleled coastal 

scenery made for a lovely day. 

 

29
th
 July  

Hike to Upton Hellions, Trew Woods and Haske. 

 

Leaving our cars at Lower Creedy, eight of us hiked 

to the charming parish church at Upton Hellions and 

admired its apparent isolation, tranquillity and 

mediaeval, carved bench ends. 
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A sequence of green lanes, forest tracks and minor 

back country roads took in a circuit past Bremridge 

Farm, Trew Woods, Westwood Farm and Haske. 

 

Jenny’s niece, Holly, led us through country that she 

and her noble hound, Arto, clearly knew well. We 

enjoyed hidden lanes and pleasing prospects, grateful 

that rain held off until after our walk. 

 

12
th
 August 

Our circular walk from Umberleigh station took in 

quiet country lanes and relatively dry footpaths. After 

leaving Umberleigh a steep bridleway started our 

ascent to Atherington, where the 15
th
 Century church 

of St Mary contains the only surviving rood loft in 

the country, which you can actually climb up into!  

 

We stopped for lunch on Chapleton station, where we 

surprised the owner of the old station house who said 

they don’t get many people having picnics on the 

platform! With only two trains a day in each 

direction I’m not surprised. 

 

Our return route to Umberleigh gave us wonderful 

views of the Taw Estuary.  

  

Future walks: 

 

9
th
 September – led by Heather and Royston (see 

Notices section for details) 

23
rd

 September – led by Caroline 

14
th
 October – led by Nick and Judy 

28
th
 October – Blackborough Castle led by Mike 

11
th
 November – led by Jerry and Anne 

25
th
 November – led by Graeme 

9
th
 December – led  by Jenny 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. 

Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in 

length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, 

however precise details of each walk 

(length, gradient, lunch information etc) 

will be displayed approximately a week 

before the walk in the Old Post Office 

Window and on the village notice board. 

If you would like to be included on the 

email list contact Caroline 

(07749775304) or Graeme (860203). 

 
Caroline Prince (with walk reports by Mike 

Stannard) 

 

 

 

Thorverton Cycle Rides No. 7: to Cheriton Fitzpaine 

 

This month’s ride takes you through some of our most beautiful countryside, but it does involve quite a few hills, so 

please consider your fitness before tackling this.  If you are a Mike Jefferys, fine; if you are more of a Neville Lane, 

just about OK; but anyone less fit would probably do better to give this one a miss, or do it by car.  It would be 

timely to coincide this ride with the Devon Historic Churches Day (9
th
 September) or to see artists exhibiting at the 

Ring of Bells during Devon Open Studios (9
th
 to 24

th
 September).  

 

From outside the Thorverton Arms take The Bury/Berry northwards, forking left at Thatcher’s Lane End, 

signposted for Cadbury.  The signpost is silent about the steep climbs that lie ahead before you get to Cadbury, but 

there are some lovely views to your right towards Upcott Barton (pictured) and Fursdon. The peaceful Cadbury 

Church is worth a visit.   

 

At Cadbury Cross, turn left along the A3072 for a couple of hundred yards, and then right towards Cheriton 

Fitzpaine.  Your hard work climbing up to Cadbury is now rewarded with a long downhill into Cheriton Fitzpaine.  

Pass a very long thatched building (including thatched pigs) which used to be the school and stop at the church. 
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The church has much of interest, including the boss pictured here 

depicting the five sacred wounds of Christ; a coat of arms of King 

Charles II, painted in 1665; and two old chests. Outside the door is 

a memorial stone to the writer Jean Rhys, who lived in the village 

for some years before her death.  There is a very good church 

guide available. 

You probably need some refreshment now 

before contemplating the return journey.  

There are two pubs in the village.  The Blue 

Ball Inn is one that we used to like to visit 

because of its skittle alley, which I believe 

you can still use.  However, if you coincide 

your visit with the fortnight of Devon Open 

Studios – 9
th
 to 24

th
 September - you might 

like to try the Ring O’Bells, where I 

understand that five local artists will be 

exhibiting. When I did this ride in July, one 

of the artists was completing her work in the 

pub’s shed.  

 

Refreshed, take the turning by the Blue Ball Inn, and head 

southwards.  Continue on this road until the A3072, which you 

should cross (carefully), before passing Stockleigh Pomeroy on 

your right and making your way up towards Raddon Hill.  This is 

tough going – even just to push a bike, let alone ride it – but the 

views from the top towards Sidmouth and Exmouth and the 

prospect of a long downhill to follow make it worthwhile.   

 

Turn left at the first turning, about half a mile down the hill, and 

follow the road back into Thorverton.  

 

 

 

Neville Lane 
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Nature Notes  
As soon as I finish Nature Notes and it is sent off to the Focus team I start to think about what to write for the next 

edition. Sometimes I have no material but as so often happens within the space of a couple of weeks there is so 

much to say. For the A to Z I was thinking about maybe fritillary butterflies although the majority would have 

ended their flight season by the time Focus is published. On 5
th
 July a Silver-washed fritillary turned up in the 

garden and is the first sighting here ever so it’s definitely F for fritillary this time.                                                                 

 

Local News 

In June a moth trapping event was run at the Millennium Green. Here is a list of what was seen. 

 

Moth Approximate 

number seen 

Moth Approximate 

number seen 

Straw Dot 5 Celypha lacunana 3 

Common Swift 5 Ghost Moth 2 

Marbled Minor agg 4 Agapeta hamana 1 

White-shouldered House-moth 1 Udea olivalis 4 

Light Emerald 1 Flame 3 

Flame Shoulder           2 Small Angle Shades 2 

Buff Arches 1 Brimstone Moth 1 

Snout 1 Common Wave 1 

Peach Blossom 1   

Other    

Lacewing Insect 4   

 

Dormouse – At the end of June there was another sighting of a dormouse at The Glebe. It was seen in broad 

daylight taking birdseed from beneath a bird feeder. I was also interested to read in The Western Morning News 

that one was seen in the same week in daylight at the RSPB Exe Estuary reserves. This was a first ever sighting of 

a dormouse at the reserves. 

 

Birds - On 7
th
 July my daughter and I were travelling to Crediton along Rixaford lane not far along from the 

tumulus. I literally had to stop the car as there on the tarmac was a pair of Yellowhammers going through their 

exquisite mating ritual. The male was hopping around the female with his wings outstretched and head thrown back 

displaying his beautiful russet brown, yellow and white plumage. Mating took place twice in front of us and we 

were able to get a bit of video footage via Ro’s phone. On 3
rd

 July I saw a Goldfinch carrying a long piece of dried 

grass so it was nest making. A bird can lays eggs just days after mating. The Yellowhammer and Goldfinch can 

produce two or three broods a year and the incubation period and fledging time are very similar. I have done a 

rough calculation for chick fledging time (if indeed the Yellowhammer and Goldfinch had produced a brood) and I 

make it around 7
th
 August.  From recent observations it would appear that Red Kites have raised a family this year 

in the Sandford/Shobrooke area. 

 

Sawflies - In July my sister Angie found sawfly larvae gregariously 

feeding on needles of Lodgepole pine and Austrian pine trees. Sawfly 

can be a serious pest of pine trees. I am unable to tell if they are the 

Pine Sawfly Diprion pini or Fox-coloured Sawfly Neodiprion 

sertifer. A close eye will have to be kept on her conifer plantation. 

 

Beetles – My sister who lives within the parish of Shobrooke has also found two interesting 

beetles this summer. In July she spotted a Summer Chafer in her conifer plantation clinging 

to a grass stem. It was then moved onto a young spruce.   On 1st 

August she found a Tanner Beetle crawling along the lane near 

her home. A tractor with hedge trimmer had been trimming 

along the lane somewhat earlier and Angie wondered if the 

beetle had been disturbed from the hedge. This species is our 

biggest longhorn beetle with unmistakeable serrated and long 

antennae.  

 

Summer Chafer. 

Wyke, Shobrooke. 

Picture Jenny 

Garne   

Tanner Beetle. 

Wyke, Shobrooke. 

Picture Holly 

Delve 
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On 12
th
 July once darkness fell, a small group of us made our annual walk from Jericho Street up towards Bidwell 

to search for Glow Worms. Even though young Lucy and Anna had not seen a Glow Worm before, they were quick 

to spot the first one glowing in the hedge. A total of 19 were found. Another group of us took the same route a 

week later in the hope of seeing more Glow Worms but only managed 15. 

 

Snails – While doing a reccy for a TARTS walk my sister spotted three unusual snails on vegetation near a stream 

at Stockleigh Pomeroy. On checking my books at home I discovered they are Amber snails Succinea putris 

described as amphibious, living at water’s edge and climbing tall vegetation. On the actual walk on 29
th
 July we 

found two in the same spot.  The weirdest thing is I decided to do a pond dip in our tatty pond at home on 4
th
 

August and spied an Amber snail half way up a Yellow Flag Iris leaf and before all this I’d never ever seen them in 

my life. 

 

Not So Local News 

Lin Balkwill and I attended a rock pooling event run by Cornwall Wildlife Trust at Northcott beach near Bude this 

summer. The trip was primarily to see the spectacular Honeycomb worm colonies on the rocks at low tide. We 

were treated to discussions with Matt the Cornwall Wildlife Trust Marine Officer and other staff. We saw Celtic 

Sea Slugs, Strawberry Anemones and crabs among other wildlife. Fish traps were put in some of the deepest rock 

pools baited with frozen prawns. It only took around 45 minutes before a trap was filled with large Shanny, also 

called Common Blenny and in Cornwall ‘rock cod’. These fish were scooped out of the trap and placed in a bucket 

of water. Matt then held a Shanny to show us its features including front teeth (a bit like our front teeth) used to 

nibble at barnacle soft parts.                                                                      

 

A to Z   Fritillary Butterflies 

There are nine native fritillaries, Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Dark-green Fritillary, 

High Brown Fritillary, Silver-washed Fritillary, Marsh Fritillary, Glanville Fritillary, Heath Fritillary and Duke of 

Burgundy Fritillary. The Duke of Burgundy is strictly not a fritillary although it looks like one and is not found in 

Devon but in Southern England.                       

 

The stronghold of the Glanville Fritillary is the Isle of Wight and Channel Islands and was once commonly found 

in the Somerset Levels. There are recent sightings of this butterfly in South Devon. Adults feed on thrift and some 

yellow flowers, the larvae on Ribwort Plantain. The Glanville Fritillary is named after Lady Eleanor Glanville. 

There is a book written about Eleanor Glanville titled Lady of the Butterflies by Fiona Mountain. It gives an insight 

into the life of Eleanor and entomology in the 17
th
 century when she lived in Somerset. A lot of the story about her 

private life is fictional and the book is a jolly good read.  

 

The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary is found on Dartmoor, damp grassland and along the coast of South Devon. The 

adult can be found nectaring on Bird’s foot trefoil, buttercup and Ragged Robin. The larvae feed on species of 

violet.  The Pearl-Bordered Fritillary can be found on Haldon and Dartmoor. The adult butterfly feeds on Bugle 

and larvae on violet. 

 

The High Brown Fritillary is found on Dartmoor and Exmoor. Adults feed on bramble, thistle, ragwort and 

buddleia blossom, larvae feed on violet plants. 

 

The Dark Green Fritillary is another inhabitant of Dartmoor and Exmoor. The adult will nectar on knapweed, 

thistle and red clover, the larvae feed on violet.  

 

Marsh Fritillary is found where the larval foodplant of Devil’s bit Scabious grow such as Devon Wildlife Trust 

reserve at Dunsdon near Petrockstowe and on Dartmoor. The adult will feed on Betony, Tormentil and Buttercup. 

As far as I know the Heath Fritillary is only found at one site in Devon. Its larvae are known to feed on Common 

Cow Wheat, Ribwort Plantain and Germander Speedwell. The adult will nectar on bramble, buttercup, Tormentil 

and Ox-eye Daisy. 

 

And so we come to the Silver-washed Fritillary, the most likely one you are to see while out for a walk especially 

in woodland clearings where its larval foodplant the Dog Violet is found.  Ashclyst Forest and Newton St Cyres 

woods are good places to see this butterfly. You may be lucky to see it still on the wing in September. All the other 

adult fritillaries will have passed on by now. The Silver-washed is our largest fritillary. The one that turned up in 

our garden on 5
th
 July was a female as she proceeded to lay eggs on our garden shed. You may think that laying 

eggs on a wooden shed is rather odd but in its natural surroundings it usually lays eggs between the crevices of bark 
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for example on oak trees. When larvae hatch in August they eat some or all the eggshell then go straight into 

hibernation on the tree. On awaking in late March to April the larvae move down the tree trunk to locate Dog 

Violets and commence feeding. 

 

Last Words 

I’ve already had reports of some sightings of Privet Hawkmoth and Elephant Hawkmoth caterpillars. Look out for 

these and other very large and spectacular caterpillars.  

 Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 
Martin Clough 

Nick and Judy’s Afternoon Tea  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Photos by Mike Stannard 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Fun Day  

Remy Curran (left) and Jack Harries, both age 3, with 

painted faces having fun!  Jack is grandson to Bob 

and Sue Hyde and Remy is grandson to Colin and 

Alison Marshall.  

 

Photo by Bob Hyde 

 

 
 

 

Adverts  
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Kevin Sussex 

 
PAINTER 

AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
07919950222 
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 
or 0797 617 
5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day 

Breakfast and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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J’s  
Maintenance, Landscaping  

and Small Building Works 

01363 83088 or 07783 060072 

Email: johntharme@btinternet.com 

Call for a free quote 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service 

Also alterations undertaken 

 

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing 

Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Thursdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. 

Email: curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

  

Logs For Sale 

 

 £75 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Nick Bright 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
         Secretary: Rachel Mildon, Treasurer: Rachel Parker. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Vice Chair: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. 
Meetings: For details of meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or on the phone 

number above.  
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
            Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 
 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30 am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 17.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call, for emergencies only, on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 
 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2017 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

 

Sept 4
th
 and 18

th
      Sept 11

th
 and 25

th
 

Oct 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
      Oct 9

th
 and 23

rd 

Note that collection dates for October and thereafter are yet to be confirmed. 

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Remaining dates in 2017:   21
st
 September / 19

th
 October / 16

th
 November / 14

th
 December. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in September 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10 

from Latchmore Green. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.10 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (this is the 155 service), 18.10  

                      from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

                                                        16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10  

                   from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (this is the 155 service), 

                                                     17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2017 
Please notify Focus Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or call Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

Details of most of these events are in Focus, usually in the Notices Section. 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 1
st
  Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Fri 8
th
  Thorverton Art Group (start of new term), Memorial Hall, 10.00 

Fri 8
th
  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm 

Sat 9
th
  TARTS walk – Devon Historic Churches Day, meet opposite Parish Church, 9.30am 

Sat 9
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

Sat 9
th 

Devon Artists’ Network Open Studios, The Threshing Barn, Silver Street (see Notices section for 

details, including other dates) 

Sun 10
th
 Car Boot Sale, memorial Hall Car Park, from 8.30am 

Tues 12
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 16
th
  Memorial Game, Cricket Club, 1pm 

Fri 22
nd

  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm  

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Robert Hesketh - Smuggling in Devon, WI Hut, 7.30pm    

Sat 23
rd

  WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00am 

Sat 23
rd

  Thorverton Parish Church Tidy-up Day, 10.00am-4.00pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Tues 10
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm  

Sat 14
th
 Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

Fri 27
th
 History Society, Ciaran Stoker - A Great and Desperate Venture: Belgium refugees in Devon in 

WW1, WI Hut 7:30pm 

Sat 28
th
  WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00am 

 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 4
th
          Craft Fair, Memorial Hall 

Tues 7
th
  Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 11
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

Fri 24
th
 History Society, Dr Todd Gray – The Royal Clarence Fire and St Martin’s Island, WI Hut 7:30pm 

Sat 25
th
  WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00am 

 

DECEMBER 

Tues 12
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 16
th
  WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00am 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Fun Day 
 

 
Photos by Mike Baldwin 


