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Editorial
Welcome to November's edition of Focus on
Thorverton. I can't pretend that this is my favourite
time of the year because the hours of daylight are too
short, although for the first time for forty years I will
appreciate not having to travel in to and out of work
in the dark. (For those who have not picked up on it
yet, that is because I have recently retired!)
I am sure that many of you will want to know what
the likely closure dates are for Thorverton Bridge.
We have an update from our County Councillor,
Margaret Squires, but at the time of writing we don't
have a definite date confirmed. What I can say,
though, is that "Bristol" John and Geoff Bulley are
offering to help those stuck for transport while the
bridge is closed. Please contact John on 07724
583719 or 01392 860321 if you do require a lift. I
am sure that many villagers who rely on public
transport will be most grateful to them for this kind
offer.
I am pleased to note that Hulke Lane bridleway is
due to open officially on 25th November. This
represents a significant feat in stabilising the bank
and allowing it to be a safe passage once more, albeit
not for cars. I shall be featuring this bridleway in my
Cycle Ride for December (which will be the last in
that particular series), but in the meantime, please
don't wait for that but come to the official opening
and make use of what is a splendid route.
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Editorial ..................................................................... 1
Letters ........................................................................ 2
From Jacques Lewers ................................................ 2
Change at the Thorverton Arms ................................ 2
Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee ...................... 3
Thorverton Parish Council......................................... 4
Notice Board .............................................................. 5
Church Services and News ...................................... 14
Parish Letter............................................................. 15
Baptist Church ......................................................... 16
Hulke Lane .............................................................. 17
Thorverton Bridge ................................................... 17
Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd ......................... 18
Women’s Institute.................................................... 18
Garden Club............................................................. 19
Poetry....................................................................... 19
Recipe ...................................................................... 19
Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick ............................ 20

1

Vol 48 No 10 November 2017

It feels a bit early to be thinking of Christmas and the
New Year, but our printers have just informed us of
their printing and delivery plans over that period. It
seems likely that, rather than have to stick to a very
early deadline in December for January’s edition, we
will opt for a delivery of the January edition in the
first few days of January rather than immediately
before the start of the month as has become the norm.
Why am I telling you this now? Well, it means that
contributors who have things to tell us about events
in early January should make sure that they let us
have the details for December’s Focus please.
Jane and I have taken a few photos around the
village, which we have put together as a little
competition. The photos are in colour on the back
cover. I may reprint them next month, but they won’t
be in colour, so please take advantage of the colour
versions this month and get out and around the
village to locate the places where the photos were
taken. Then simply mark the numbers on the map on
page 23 (you might want to make a photocopy of the
page so as not to spoil your neat copy of Focus) and
get the maps back to me by 18th December.
Keep your eyes open.
Neville Lane
Focus Editor
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Letters
From Jacques Lewers
Macmillan Tea
Thank you to all the people who came to the Tea at Brough House. We raised £250. A big thank you to my
helpers and makers of cakes, Lou, Dors, Julie, and Alison, but the people who came and donated money need the
biggest thanks.

Change at the Thorverton Arms
Allison and Stephen Toogood arranged a welcome for the new chef, Nick Beattie, and new manager, Mary Turner,
an event captured by John Spivey.

Focus on Thorverton
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Committee
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Memorial

Hall

Reg. Charity No. 203778

An opportunity: a challenge
Are you interested in an enjoyable and worthwhile
opportunity to become more involved in village
activities? This month we wish to offer you just such
an opportunity. Please read on.

Vol 48 No 10 November 2017

Forthcoming events at the hall
Saturday 4 November, 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.
Craft Fair
Saturday 11 November, 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.
Big Breakfast and the Saturday Market
Saturday 25 November, 2.30 p.m.
Brunswick Singers in harmony
Saturday 2 December, 5.30 p.m.
Village Tree Lighting Ceremony
Saturday 9 December, 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.
Big Breakfast and the Saturday Market
Wednesday 13 December, doors open 7.00, eyes
down 7.30
Christmas Bingo
For more details of these events see Notices.

October Saturday Market Draw results
The Memorial Hall is one of a number of village
institutions that collectively help to make Thorverton
such a pleasant place to live. Its purpose is to
provide a social, educational and recreational facility
for the local community. It has a management
committee of around a dozen trustees and
representatives of other village organisations plus a
band of very dedicated voluntary helpers. The
committee meets once a month to plan its programme
of events and take any necessary measures to
maintain the fabric of the building. Within the last
two or three years this has included a major (and
expensive) restoration which has made it one of the
most attractive village halls in Devon. Apart from
this large-scale undertaking the day-to-day
responsibilities have to be arranged. These include
building repairs, replacement of equipment, regular
cleaning and gardening, insurance and licences, and
the usual utilities (electricity, water, etc.), as well as
publicity, organisation and promotion of the hall’s
activities.

1st. prize, chicken dinner – Jan Hambly. 2nd prize,
bottle of wine – Lou Ashworth. 3rd prize, box of
chocolates, Penny Fice. 4th prize, box of Quality
Street – Anne Rawlings. 5th prize, box of cookies –
Beryl Grace.

At the monthly meetings, which are informal and
relaxed occasions, the committee plans what needs to
be done to promote the programme and maintain the
hall. Between meetings we all share the various
necessary tasks. The work is not difficult or very
onerous. It is often fun! We all undertake what we
can manage. However, inevitably from time-to-time,
for various reasons, volunteer members leave the
committee. We currently need one or two new
members to help us keep the hall afloat and providing
a satisfactory service to the local community. Would
you like to help us? If so, contact the Committee
Chair,
Mike
Shelton
(tel.861027;
email
mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk) for more information
and to arrange a meeting to discuss what is entailed.

Listen to traditional and modern folksongs and carols
in four part harmony unaccompanied with revellings,
solos and poems for approximately one-and-a-halfhours followed by tea. £3.00 payable at the door.

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk
f. thorverton memorial hall

Saturday 4 November
CRAFT FAIR from 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.
A fantastic range of stalls will be offering an
opportunity to browse and buy jewellery, wood
designs, cakes, cards, Christmas decorations and
much, much more. Don’t miss out. Morning snacks,
lunches, afternoon teas will be available.

Saturday 25 November
BRUNSWICK SINGERS IN HARMONY
2.30 p.m.

Saturday 2 December
VILLAGE TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY
5.30 p.m.
followed by a childen’s disco

Wednesday 13 December
CHRISTMAS BINGO
Make a note of the date and look out for further
information.
Don’t forget SATURDAY MARKET and BIG
BREAKFAST on the 2nd Saturday of each month

Focus on Thorverton
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Thorverton Parish Council
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council
(PC) meeting held on 10th October 2017. The latest meeting
Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane
or on the website. The next meeting will take place on
7th November 2017 at Thorverton Memorial Hall at 7.30pm
and all are welcome to attend. Alison Marshall – Clerk.
thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk

Speedwatch
The village Speedwatch team is now fully operational and will be out and about around the village over the next
few weeks. Watch your speed and don’t get caught out!
The new Cemetery
The requirements of the additional archaeological works, on the chosen site at Dark Lane, have been investigated
further and the involvement of Devon Archaeology has been greatly appreciated. The PC has now resolved to
submit an application for full planning permission for a new Cemetery on this site. If planning permission is
granted then further consideration will be given to the offer from AC Archaeology to submit a bid to the Heritage
Lottery Fund, on behalf of the PC and at no cost to it, to fully cover the works required. This would then allow a
new Cemetery to be created on the site. In case planning permission is not granted the PC is actively looking for
alternative sites around the village. If you know of any sites that may be available and suitable then please get in
touch.
Court Barton – Section 106 Agreement
I am pleased to be able to advise that the wording submitted by the PC, for the amendment of the agreement to
ensure the affordable homes remain available for people with local ties in future, has been accepted. Devon and
Cornwall Housing will now progress the amendment to MDDC to enable the correction to be finalised.
Handyman Duties - Dark Lane
Due to part of the Dark Lane wall being unsafe DCC will close the Lane the week commencing 16th October, at no
cost to the PC, to enable Colin and Cllr Bright to take down the loose stone. A Structural Engineers’ Report will
then be required prior to the wall being rebuilt. It is hoped that DCC Grant Funding will cover the rebuild costs.
Christmas Tree
The PC will be organising a Christmas tree for the Jubilee Green again this year and has offered to purchase the
tree for the Memorial Hall too. If you are able to help with the collection or erection of the trees please contact me.
17/94 Planning Applications:
1) 17/0154/PNHH prior notification for the erection of an extension at 18 Court Barton Close, Thorverton.
Noted.
2) 17/01454/FULL change of use - agricultural building to domestic garage to include replacement of part of
an agricultural building at Higher Trey Mill, Thorverton. No comment.
3) 17/01270/HRN Hedgerow Removal Notice – to remove 10 metres of hedgerow at the junction of School
Lane/Hulke Lane. A comment of ‘the PC does not support the loss of hedgerows which are invaluable to the
environment’ was submitted by the PC.
17/95 Planning decisions:
1) 17/00837/FULL C&R Repairs Ltd, Thorverton, temporary change of land use from vehicle storage to storage
containers/self-storage facility for a period of 10 years with ancillary works. Permitted.
2) 17/01239/HOUSE conversion of garage to additional living accommodation, raising of roof of garage to form
first floor extension, and alterations to porch at Perles Hill, School Lane, Thorverton. Granted.
3) 17/01410/CAT to fell 1 Copper Beech tree at The Lodge, School Lane, Thorverton. No objection.
4) 17/01495/PNAG Prior notification – erection of general purpose agricultural building at Raddon Barton.
Accepted.
Your Parish Councillors:
Nick Bright (Chairman), Stuart Crang (Vice Chairman), John Hodge, Neville Lane, Hilary Lawson, David Reygate,
Graham Sims, John Spivey, Robert Turner and David Waldron. Clerk Alison Marshall thorvertonpc@gmail.com

Focus on Thorverton
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Notice Board

THORVERTON
♫
CHURCH
CHRISTMAS CHOIR
This year’s carol service is on Sunday December
17th at 5.00pm.
For many local people this marks the beginning of
their Christmas reflections and celebrations, often
coinciding with youngsters coming home from Uni,
schools breaking up, time off work beginning, family
visiting, etc.
If you’re not TOO busy with sorting all that and
would like to be part of the singing on that occasion,
then we’d welcome you at our four Thursday evening
practices beginning on Thurs Nov 23rd 7.45pm in
Thorverton Church.
There are no auditions but we do like you to attend at
least 3 out of 4 practices or to seek some extra help if
you can’t manage that.
It’s useful to know in advance if you’re coming so
that we can arrange for enough music copies to be
available. As well as 4 special choir items, there will
be lots of congregational carols to enjoy.
All are welcome from aged 8 – 108.
Practices are 7.45–9.00pm in Thorverton Church on :
Nov 23rd, 30th
Dec 7th, 14th, 17th (3.45)

THORVERTON
CHURCH CHOIR

♫

Thursday Practices at Thorverton Church
7.45 – 9.00pm
Nov 2nd, 9th, 23rd, 30th
Dec 7th, 14th, 17th (3.45)
Jan 4th
Services with Choir
Nov 5th Communion Service 9.30am : choir anthem
Nov 12th Remembrance Service 10.00am : choir
anthem + Cadbury Church Choir
Nov 19th Confirmation + Baptism Service 10.30am :
choir anthem + Cadbury Church Choir + other
Netherexe singers
Dec 10th Family Service + Baptism 9.30 for 10.00
start : choir anthem
Dec 17th CAROL service 5.00 pm
CONTACT :
Choir Director and Accompanist Heather Kershaw
01392 860419 heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk

Thorverton Baptist Church
will be holding their monthly

Coffee Morning

Do contact me for more information.

(or tea if you prefer!)

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather Kershaw
01392 860419 heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/thechurches/thorverton

Friday 3rd November
from 10.30 to 12 noon

A warm welcome to all

Silverton Memory Café
This is held at St Mary Church Hall, Silverton,
every Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.
All welcome.

A look at Luke
Who do people say Jesus is?
Come and join the group in the
Thorverton Arms
Fridays 10th and 24th November

2.15 - 3.15 pm

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture

Contact Annette Emmerson on 01392 860983 or
annettejean@hotmail.co.uk for further details.

Welcome Café
The Welcome Café is open each
Monday (apart from Bank Holidays)
from 2.30 pm in the WI Hut.
Come and join us for tea, cake and a chat.
Anyone welcome.

Focus on Thorverton

Thorverton Post Office Christmas 2017
UK Last Posting Dates
Tuesday 19 December
Royal Mail 48®
Wednesday 20 December
Royal Mail Tracked 48®
Royal Mail 24®
Thursday 21 December
Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed®
Royal Mail Tracked 24®
Friday 22 December
Royal Mail Special Delivery Saturday Guaranteed®
International Last Posting Dates:
for all Standard & all International Tracking &
Signature services
Saturday 2 December
Africa, Middle East
Wednesday 6 December
Asia, Cyprus, Far East, Eastern Europe
(except Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia)
Thursday 7 December
Caribbean, Central and South America
Saturday 9 December
Australia, Greece, New Zealand
Wednesday 13 December
Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland
Thursday 14 December
Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA
Friday 15 December
Austria, Denmark, Iceland, Portugal, Netherlands,
Norway, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland
Saturday 16 December
Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg
PO news: we are sorry to be losing our
newest member of staff, Steph Cadogan, at
the end of November. She has quickly
become a very valued member of our
team; you’ll still be able to see her, but
behind the glass at the Surgery. We
welcome Helen Ratcliffe back to help us
over the busy Christmas period.
A reminder: as we get closer to Christmas,
there’s often a queue leading up to the
Royal Mail collection times (11.30am and
5pm, so please leave enough time for us to
process items that need to be weighed
before despatch.
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TCT LTD
NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS &
THORVERTON POST OFFICE
(your local BANK)
Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road
Thorverton EX5 5NG
01392 860455
offering a very wide range of post office and
banking services, easy CASH withdrawal,
newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting
and packing materials, health lottery tickets,
phone top-ups, laundry service, photocopying,
Charity Christmas cards and other
Christmas accessories –
helpful, friendly service
EASY PARKING
TCT Shop
Mon – Fri 8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00)
Sat 8.00 – 12.00
Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30
Thorverton Post Office
Mon – Fri 9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00)
Sat 9.00 – 12.00

TAG
THORVERTON ARTS & CRAFTS
GROUP

Fridays from 10:00
@TMH
DRAWING, PAINTING, MIXED MEDIA,
SCULPTURE, COLLAGE, GREETING
CARDS, JEWELERY, WOOL CRAFTS,
MODEL MAKING, ETC. – FOR A
PLEASANT COUPLE OF HOURS

JOIN AT ANY TIME
TASTER SESSION £2 INCL. REFRESHMENTS
Further information: www.pinpointdevon.co.uk

Focus on Thorverton
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EXE VALLEY FARM SHOP – 2018

Following Russell’s retirement in January, after 22 years’ service, under new management
the Exe Valley Farm Shop will have a complete refurbishment in February 2018.
The farm shop will continue to source local, traditional and natural products, as it has
done for the last 27 years, ensuring the quality is high at all times. As well as the usual
fresh fruit, vegetables, bread, milk and eggs the shop will introduce traditionally reared
beef, lamb and pork from the May family farm at Netherexe.
The farm shop will also launch its own tea room offering freshly brewed coffee and tea
alongside homemade cakes, an ideal venue for people to meet friends, over a light
beverage whilst undertaking your shopping.
Our up and coming Facebook page will be made live shortly, where you can follow our
progress and send us ideas of things you would like to see in the shop.

Focus on Thorverton
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Silverton Christmas Tree Festival
St Mary’s Church
Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd December
Time to think about Christmas and our Christmas
Tree Festival. The theme this year is 'Pantomime'
which should make for some interestingly
decorated trees.
On the morning of the 1st we are welcoming 'Early
Birds' from 10.30 – 12.00 with an entrance and
refreshments for £2. You will be the first to
enjoy the trees and you could join the Festival
Walk which will end in the Church to support the
event and to enjoy the refreshments. Further
details about this will be in the publicity for the
day and on the Silverton Facebook page.
Times for opening:
Friday 1st December 10.30 am till 7.00 pm
Saturday 2nd December 10.30 am till 6,00 pm.
A Raffle, Christmas stall, Produce stall and Homemade Refreshments are available.
The Celebration of Christmas on 3rd at 3.00 pm is
taking shape as several groups and individuals have
asked to take part in the concert which should be
the usual enjoyable hour.
Admission is by Lucky Programme (£1) with all
proceeds going to Children's Hospice South West.

The Friends of Wyndham House Surgery
The Annual General Meeting of the
Friends of Wyndham House Surgery will
be held on Wednesday 22nd November
2017 at 2.30 pm in the Community Hall
Silverton.
Dr Anthony O’Brien will give a talk
entitled “Training GPs the Wyndham
House Way”
All are welcome

Focus on Thorverton

The Royal British
Legion
Service For
Remembrance Sunday
A joint Service for Remembrance Sunday
at Thorverton Church for the Parishes of
Thorverton and Cadbury at 10am on 12th
November, including the National twominute silence at 11am outside at the War
Memorial.
Also
th
Saturday 11 November Armistice Day
11.am. Act of Remembrance to observe
the National two-minute silence at the
Thorverton War Memorial.
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THORVERTON & DISTRICT HISTORY SOCIETY

THE ROYAL CLARENCE
FIRE AND ST MARTIN’S
ISLAND
BY

DR TODD GRAY
7:30 PM AT WI HUT
FRIDAY 24TH NOVEMBER
NON-MEMBERS WELCOME £2 AT DOOR

Monday 13th November 11am. The
Thorverton Primary School will observe a
two-minute silence and lay three wreaths
one from each class at the War Memorial.
Thorverton Branch R.B.L.

Thorverton Ladies Group
Beryl Grace at Moss Bank will be hosting our
next meeting on
Thursday 9th November 2017 @ 7.30pm
We will be having a games evening
New members always welcome.

SFH Supporters Club Christmas Bingo
Thorverton Village Hall
Monday 4th December
Doors Open 7.15pm
Eyes Down 8pm
Mince Pies & Mulled Wine in the Interval
Festive fun for all the family

Focus on Thorverton
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SILVERTON LINK UP
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. Charity No. 1048253 )
Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House Surgery Patients
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Jean Hawkins 860849
Doreen Beer 860731
Dave Cole 860030

John Kiely 861545
Mary Clare Smith 861916
Dave Sleep 860678
Stephen Roach 861042 Mary Hall 860532
John Pizey 861711
John Owen-Jones 841085 (John Owen-Jones only does surgery appointments)

LINK UP service takes patients with medical appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and clinics in the area.
IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT ONE OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, GIVING THEM
AS MUCH NOTICE AS POSSIBLE.
If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be appreciated.
Donations should be given direct to the driver, who issues a receipt.
All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up their time to help others in the community. Although they will do
their best, they cannot always be available, so it may not always be possible to arrange a lift.
Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 roger.higman@homecall.co.uk

Focus on Thorverton
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Church Services and News
NOVEMBER 2017 SERVICES & INFORMATION
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter
Sunday 5 November All Saints’ Day
09:30 am
Family Service & Baptism
09:30 am
Holy Communion
10:00 am
Service with a Smile
10:00 am
Informal Service
10:00 am
Informal Gathering
11:15 am
Coffee, Cake & Company
05:30 pm
Holy Communion

[C]



[C]

Newton St Cyres
Thorverton
Brampford Speke
Cadbury
Stoke Canon
Rewe
Poltimore

KC
A Geering
Lay Led
Lay Led

KC

Remembrance Services
Friday 10 November
10:50 am
Schools Remembrance Service
Saturday 11 November
10:50 am
Act of Remembrance*
10:50 am
Act of Remembrance*

Newton St Cyres Church

Rewe War Memorial
Thorverton War Memorial

Sunday 12 November Remembrance Sunday
09:30 am
Holy Communion & Act of Remembrance [C]
10:00 am
Service of Remembrance
10:00 am
Service of Remembrance

KC
British Legion & BOF

Huxham
Stoke Canon
Thorverton

J Cackett
Lay Led
BOF

Joint with Cadbury & Thorverton Baptist church

10:00 am
10:50 am
10:50 am
10:50 am
11:15 am

Service of Remembrance
Service of Remembrance
Service of Remembrance
Holy Communion & Act of Remembrance [C]
Service of Remembrance

Monday 13 November
10:50 am
Schools Remembrance Service*
10:50 am
Schools Remembrance Service
*Please note these are open air services

Poltimore
Brampford Speke
Newton St Cyres
Upton Pyne
Rewe

Lay Led
KC
Lay Led
P Rapsey
Lay Led

Thorverton War Memorial
British Legion & KC
Brampford Speke Church

Sunday 19 November 2 nd Sunday before Advent
Mission Community Service
10:30 am
Confirmation Service & Holy Communion
[C]
Thorverton
Right Revd Bishop Robert Atwell
Followed by Refreshments
& Revd Katie Cross
Sunday 26 November Sunday before Advent
09:30 am
Sunday Service
09:30 am
Holy Communion
10:00 am
Messy Church
10:30 am
Service of the Word & Baptism
11:15 am
Holy Communion
05:00 pm
Taizé Service

Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel

[C]

[C]

Newton St Cyres
Stoke Canon
Upton Pyne
Rewe
Cadbury

BOF
D James
Lay Led
KC
D James
Lay Led

Joint with Thorverton

05:30 pm

Evening Prayer

Sunday 3 December Advent 1
09:30 am
Family Service
09:30 am
Holy Communion
10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:15 am
05:30 pm

[BCP]

Huxham

Lay Led

[C]

Newton St Cyres
Thorverton

Lay Led
A Geering

Brampford Speke Chapel
Cadbury
Stoke Canon
Rewe
Poltimore

LF
Lay Led
KC

Service with a Smile

Informal Service
Service of the Word & Baptism
Coffee, Cake & Company & Toy Collection
Holy Communion
[C]

KC

Focus on Thorverton
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community. Most Sunday
services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services

☺

Service With A Smile

Family Service

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

[C]
[BCP]
[BCP]

Evening Prayer

[BCP]

Common Worship

[CW]

These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young
children especially in mind. They are informal and contemporary in
style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without
communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35
minutes and are followed by refreshments
Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy
Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by
refreshments
Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour]
Traditional service in traditional language [one hour]
Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of
Common Prayer [about an hour]
Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common
Prayer [about an hour]
Common Worship Service

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes
Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel
Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location.
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key
KC
SS
LF
TBC

Revd Katie Cross
Revd Preb Sue Sheppard
Mrs Laura Ford
To be confirmed

Rector
Associate Minister
Reader

01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org
01392 861022 sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
01392 841753 laura.ford@netherexe.org

Associate Ministers
MSS
Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson
BOF
Baptist Officiant
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact:
Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator]
Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30]
Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org
Correspondence: The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP.
Would you like a lift to church? May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?
For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392
860780. For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022

Parish Letter
Should we be thinking about Christmas or Advent
this month?
Celebrating Advent involves spending time in
spiritual preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ at
Christmas. In Western Christianity, the season of
Advent begins on the fourth Sunday prior to
Christmas Day. The word "advent" comes from the
Latin "adventus" meaning "arrival" or "coming,"
particularly of something having great importance.
Advent is a period of spiritual preparation in which
many Christians make themselves ready for the

coming, or birth of the Lord, Jesus Christ.
Celebrating Advent typically involves a season of
prayer, fasting and repentance, followed by
anticipation, hope and joy.
Many Christians celebrate Advent not only by
thanking God for Christ's first coming to Earth as a
baby, but also for his presence among us today
through the Holy Spirit, and in preparation and
anticipation of his final coming at the end of time.
Some Christians choose to incorporate Advent
activities into their family holiday traditions, even

Focus on Thorverton

16

when their church does not formally recognize a
season of Advent.
They do this as a way of Christ as the centre of their
Christmas celebrations.
Advent is the season of preparation for Christmas.
During these four weeks, an Advent Wreath is
traditionally used to represent aspects of spiritual
preparation leading up to the birth or coming of the
Lord, Jesus Christ. The wreath, typically a circular
garland of evergreen branches, is a symbol of eternity
and unending love. Five candles are arranged on the
wreath, and one is lit each Sunday as a part of the
Advent services.
Ad
While Advent is certainly a time of celebration and
anticipation of Christ’s birth, it is more than that. It is
only in the shadow of Advent that the miracle of
Christmas can be fully understood and appreciated;
and it is only in the light of Christmas that the
Christian life makes any sense. It is between the
fulfilled promise of Christ’s first coming and the
yet-to-be-fulfilled promise of his second coming that
Karl Barth penned these words:
“Unfulfilled and fulfilled promise are related to each
other, as are dawn and sunrise. Both are promise
and in fact the same promise. If anywhere at all, then
it is precisely in the light of the coming of Christ that
faith has become Advent faith, the expectation of
future revelation. But faith knows for whom and for
what it is waiting. It is fulfilled faith because it lays
hold on the fulfilled promise.”
The promise for Israel and the promise for the church
is Jesus Christ; he has come, and he will come again.
This is the essence of Advent.
Brampford Speke PCC

Baptist Church
Hollywood and Holy Writ
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In the light of all these revelations, the Bible is
amazingly relevant for today. It has been remarked
that some men should have as a screen saver on their
computers this verse from St Paul's first letter to
Timothy: "Treat younger women as sisters, with
absolute purity." Timothy was a young protégé of
the Apostle Paul and as the pastor in one of the early
churches he was in a position of power. The older
man writes to instruct him as to how he should
conduct himself in such a situation. This particular
piece of advice concerns the younger women over
whom he had spiritual authority and influence. His
attitude should be one of respect at all times. How
different from the many abuses of a power structure
that are coming to light every day in our
contemporary society.
Moving away from the current furore, there is further
advice in this same passage of the bible on other
social issues such as respect for the elderly, taking
care of the needy, widows, your family, including the
extended family.
Regarding the first category, Paul writes, "Do not
rebuke an older man, but encourage him as you
would a father." Speaking personally, one of my
'bucket list' wishes would be to find myself, for a
time at least, in a society which respects white hair perhaps in Africa or Asia. Tragically, in our own
culture, attitudes are at times contemptuous and even
cruel. As for the family, the Apostle says, "If anyone
does not provide for his relatives, and especially for
members of his own household, he has denied the
faith and is worse than an unbeliever." Here is
practical Christianity indeed! Ideally, not relying on
the state or charitable institutions in the first instance,
but on the family.
The Bible is up-to-date and relevant in so many
ways. If we applied its teaching to many of our
contemporary societal issues they would soon be
resolved.
(See 1 Timothy chapter 5 for full details).
Maurice Harrison

The latest Hollywood scandal concerning sexual
predators has provoked victims outside the film
industry to reveal what has been going on for decades
as regards the widespread casting couch ethos not
only in show business but in the worlds of classical
music, theatre and opera. In France, a Twitter
hashtag, balancetonporc ('denounce your pig') has
generated thousands of responses on the part of
women from all walks of life describing their
experiences of sexual harassment or assault of
various types.

Thorverton Baptist Church
Open Door
Problem? Need to share? Prayer request?
If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday (except
nd
2 November) between 10.00 and 12 noon when I
will be happy to meet you.
Revd Maurice Harrison 01392 966861
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Hulke Lane
When I was elected to Devon County Council (DCC)
in May 2013, one of the first things I was made
aware of was the storm damage that had occurred
earlier that year. Hulke Lane pictures were seen all
over Devon in HATOC (Highway and Traffic Orders
Committee) presentations, showing what severe
storms could do to our roadways. The pictures
showed the narrowed and twisted tree lined
carriageway. Many of you will have seen the damage
over the last few years. There were a number of
severely damaged roads across Devon during those
storms in 2013 and DCC could not afford to repair all
the roads. Hulke Lane was at the bottom of the list to
be considered in the year 2016/17. As many will
know there has been continual slippage due to the
geology of the area with the result that Hulke Lane
was not going to be reinstated as a road. I have had
the privilege of working with adjoining Landowner
and others who haven’t given up. We have worked
with DCC Highways and PROW (Public Rights of
Way) and have gained grants, notably from The
Leonard Trust and Thorverton and Brampford Speke
Parish Councils, together we have achieved a
footpath/bridleway. The work involved geology
studies and drainage plans to overcome the slippage.
The drainage work is now complete and the pathway
has been constructed and Hulke Lane Bridleway is to
be opened on Saturday November 25th at 2.30pm.
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please remember the time of the year and fallen
leaves and wear suitable footwear.
(See Notices section for details of opening.)

Councillor Margaret Squires

Thorverton Bridge

We will be meeting in Thorverton village and
walking to the site where it will be officially opened,
including ribbon-cutting, etc. Please join us.
Following the opening there will be a cup of tea and
cake in the Exeter Inn Skittle Alley. I would like to
encourage walking and horse riding of the path,

At the beginning of the year we were told that
essential structural work needed to be carried out to
Thorverton Bridge. Initially we were informed that a
26 week road closure and diversion route would be
needed. I didn’t feel that this was acceptable given
the roads to be used for the diversion. Working with
other Councillors and highway officers I asked if the
construction team would reconsider the closure
period. After consideration they changed the scheme
and have used different scaffolding to suspend the
platform for the work to be carried out under the
bridge. This has meant that the bridge has remained
open for the majority of the work with the use of
traffic lights. The road will need to be closed to
remove the scaffolding so that the roadway over the
bridge can be sealed and resurfaced. I have asked that
pedestrian access should be maintained during the
road closure which will take two weeks. A date for
this closure is not yet known but will probably be the
end of November beginning of December. The actual
date for the closure will be advertised nearer the time.

Councillor Margaret Squires
margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk

Focus on Thorverton
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust

Women’s Institute

Ltd - supporting Thorverton Post
Office

October 2017 WI Report

It’s almost time to start your Christmas shopping and
we hope that before you head off elsewhere, you will
visit us to buy your charity cards, wrapping materials
and use our post office for ALL of your posting
needs.
There are many other services available at the post
office as you know and lots of you use it regularly as
a bank, to pay bills, top up phones and much more.

This month we were entertained by Jan and Brian
Lawless. Brian is a very talented guitar player who
also sings together with Jan. Both Jan and Brian can
frequently be seen on stage in Exeter - Brian is
appearing in ‘Fire at the Clarence’ which is being
staged at the Cygnet Theatre at the end of October
and Jan is rehearsing for her part in Sweeney Todd to
be shown at the Barnfield Theatre at the very end of
October and beginning of November.

TCT Ltd continues to support the post office here
financially and relies heavily on membership
subscriptions and donations so if you are not one of
this year’s 175 TCT members yet, please contact me
or ask for a form at the post office ASAP.

Jan and Brian chose a wide variety of mainly 50’s
and 60’s favourites to sing, frequently giving us
background information about the writing or setting
of the songs. We were told that everyone has a
singing voice and they encouraged us to join in with
as much gusto as we could muster. We were all
transported back to days gone by and had a most
enjoyable afternoon.

The TCT AGM will take place in December so do
watch out for the date and come along to hear about
how things are going and how you can support
YOUR post office and newsagent shop even more.
We really do need a couple of new people on our
committee so please consider if you could help with
that even if it’s only by coming to meetings and
sharing a few ideas.
We are always looking for more helpers at the TCT
shop so if you are able to be a paper unpacker and
seller or help in other ways with stock management,
cleaning, building maintenance and other needs from
time to time, then please contact me (Heather
Kershaw) or other members of our TCT Council
(committee): Royston Kershaw, Jan Hamilton, Steve
Rendell, Allison Toogood or ask at the post office.
Having another young person available to work on
Sat or Sun mornings from time to time would be very
useful or an older person even! We’re not fussy as
long as you can do the job efficiently and smile!
Thank you to all our hard-working volunteers and
TCT staff and also of course to our excellent post
office team.
We hope to see you again in the shop very soon and
please remember :
Your post office needs you to use it ALL through
the year, not just at Christmas time – otherwise it
might not be here for another Christmas 
Heather Kershaw 01392 860419
TCT Ltd Chair and Company Secretary
Jan Hamilton 07764 461575
TCT Ltd Business Manager

Other Activities
Craft Days – Two members joined with other
members from groups in the Exeter area to make a
bowl using stiff cardboard pentagons padded with
wadding and covered with Christmas fabric. We are
joining the group again at the end of the month for a
cooking day.
Visit to Janet East’s Small Rural Farm – After
exploring the narrow lanes of Payhembury we were
warmly welcomed by Janet and her dogs to the farm
– a forty five acre holding also offering Farm Bed
and Breakfast. Despite occasional light drizzle we
were able to see Janet’s sheep, geese and bullocks,
and most of her land – including an area of
Sunflowers in full bloom. Janet took us through her
orchard and pointed out various varieties of apple
and plum trees, then we went down to a grassy area
with a pond and summer house for her Bed and
Breakfast guests to use. We returned to the house via
the farm buildings, one of which has been cleverly
converted into a function room with log burner, cosy
seating, and dining area for a couple of dozen people.
After our tour, we were taken to the dining room
which was attached to the farmhouse but had been
the original cow shipping. Janet served us a splendid
tea – everything home-made – sandwiches, scones
with jam and cream, sausage rolls, cakes and plenty
of tea.
Speakers Day – Several members went to Longdown
for a day to listen to prospective speakers, who were
each given a time slot to showcase their talk.
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Skittles – A most enjoyable evening was spent at The
Lamb, Silverton. Although Thorverton WI had not
played skittles recently, the scores showed they had
not completely lost their skills, and were very
comparable to Cadeleigh, the opposing team, who
will go forward to the next round.
Next Month
In November Sylv Gregory will be demonstrating
and guiding us to make marzipan fruits. Anyone
who would like to join us will be most welcome, but
note the meeting time is 2.30pm for the winter
months.
Judy Bright
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Poetry
Two poems from Doreen Beer this month, the first
from 2014, the second from 2005:
Poppies
Poppies midst the cornfields dance
Our wayside verges they enhance,
Petals of scarlet, silky, bright
Prolific seeds to spread their sight,
Inspiring emblems of yearly yield;
England’s lost youth in memory sealed
Spilt blood, as red, on Flanders’ field.
Remembering

Garden Club
On Saturday 2nd December we shall be having our
annual Christmas Dinner at Upton Pyne. We are
always pleased to welcome non-members to this
event which is always a very enjoyable evening.
Tickets are £15 which includes a welcoming glass of
wine on arrival. This year we are very pleased to be
having the catering done once again by Eleanor
Adams. She and her band of ladies provided our
wonderful Christmas Dinners for many years until
some of them retired. She has now started up a new
catering company with her granddaughter so
fortunately for us she will be returning and providing
once again amongst other things the wonderful sauté
potatoes we all used to enjoy. After the meal we will
be rounding off the evening with some entertainment
provided by a conjuror who is a member of the
Magic Circle.
On the 16th October Graham Barton came to speak to
us. He is the head gardener at Hillersdon House.
Hillersdon House near Cullompton was originally
built in 1848 by William Charles Grant then rebuilt
later on a new site close by but in the same style.
The house stands at the centre of 200 acres of
parkland which sadly for decades had been
neglected. A tremendous amount of work has now
been done to rectify the state of the house and the
grounds which are now very beautiful and, apart
from several rose gardens, five kitchen gardens,
formal parterres and ornamental lakes, are home to a
herd of red Romanian deer. There is also a collection
of rhododendrons from many different countries
from Nepal to Turkey. Although not open generally
to the public, Hillersdon is open once a year under
the NGS scheme.
If anyone would like more details about the Garden
Club or would like to book tickets for the Christmas
Dinner do please give me a ring on 840 013.
Ros Rowlerson, Secretary

As the poppy petals fall
Rolls back the carpet of recall
And memories from distant years,
Bring one to the brink of tears;
And as the petals touch the ground,
Curtains of sadness so profound,
Blot out the light of ready pleasures
And how we long for hidden treasures
Who lived and breathed amongst us here
Still loved and mourned – and many a tear
Blurs the sight of this recall
When bugles sound and poppies fall.
Doreen Beer

Recipe
Lyonnaise potatoes
About 4oz (100g) onions to 1 lb (500g) scrubbed
potatoes.
Steam, or part boil, potatoes in their jackets, allow to
cool slightly then slice thickly. Shallow fry, in a
mixture of Devonshire butter and organic rapeseed
oil, until golden brown and crisp.
Remove from the frying pan and keep warm.
In the remaining oil and butter fry thinly sliced
onions until lightly coloured.
Drain excess fat from the onions and mix with the
potatoes.
Season with salt and freshly ground black pepper,
and sprinkle with chopped parsley.
Paul Cleave
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health professional has suffered as a result. There is a
big difference between the medical profession
working with government and simply working for it,
as directed.
AAH: Are you saying that the latter has occurred and
that we now need to get back on course and simplify?
MTW: Exactly! The reorganisation of the NHS was
from the top down, and the consequences have been
disastrous.
AAH: What has gone wrong?
MTW: Health professionals, doctors and nurses
alike, have been marginalised by bureaucrats who tell
them what to do without consultation or
understanding what needs to be done for the good of
patients.
AAH: And the result?
MTW: A huge loss of morale throughout the service.
The unintended consequences have been calamitous and these were largely avoidable.
AAH: What can be done now?

In October’s Focus we included the first part of some
notes by Andrew Hoellering (AAH) from interviews
he had with Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick
(MTW). The first part largely covered her early
career; this part covers some more current issues.
AAH: Can we talk about the NHS today?
MTW: The main problem is with finances, and it has
been with us since 1948, when the NHS was set up
thanks to a willing and dedicated profession and a
determined Labour government.
AAH: What has gone wrong?
MTW: The first real worry came 20 years later, with
a determined effort to cut costs. A business model
was introduced, which was - and remains - simply
not relevant. Running a business and making a profit
is simply not applicable where patients are
concerned.
AAH: Are you also thinking of the rapid
improvements and rising costs in drugs and
treatments?
MTW: These make it more likely that financial
demands will always exceed available funding, but
there is more to it than that.
AAH: Please go on.
MTW: The gigantic machinery of the NHS has lost
its way, its human direction. The result is that the
partnership between the individual patient and the

MTW: At least a thousand patients die avoidably in
NHS facilities each month. Staff who report poor
patient care or who make well-intentioned
suggestions or complaints should not be treated as
disloyal whistle blowers, for how else are we to learn
where improvements can be made? They have a duty
of care, and those in authority who punish them in
turn deserve to be punished.
AAH: What else would you propose?
MTW: That politicians and managerial leaders
should actually listen to those working in wards,
clinics and in general practice. They are the ones who
are in touch. They know best exactly what is going
on, and they in their turn must insist that their views
are not just heard but acted upon. The media also
have a place here.
AAH: Governments have made a habit of interfering,
whether in medicine or in my field of education,
often dispensing with any form of consultation.
MTW: Yes, the enemy is central direction, for
instance on targets, and it often rides roughshod over
local interests and valid and relevant concerns by
professionals on the ground.
AAH: What effect does this have?
MTW: One of huge demoralisation. For instance,
when money is taken from the local service, a
financially weakened hospital is then further
damaged by its loss of potential income. Supporting
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staff, not blaming and shaming them, is definitely the
way forward.
AAH: Have you any other thoughts on the NHS you
would like to share?
MTW: I find another thing hard to reconcile. The
government says that the funding for the NHS has
not been cut and at the same time is demanding huge
annual savings at a time of rising costs.
AAH: Do you mean costs due to greater
opportunities for treatment due to medical advances?
MTW: That's one factor, but also the greater number
of people in need.
AAH: Linked to the increase in longevity?
MTW: Exactly! Also to the expectations of the
public, which have risen without regard to cost.
These in turn create a greater demand for doctors,
nurses and administrators, all of whom are in short
supply.
AAH: Many doctors, nurses and others are
complaining of overwork, and then of course there is
the ongoing saga of A & E and ever extending
waiting times.
MTW: All are connected. The GP contract cut the
number of hours they needed to work. It is now 9 to
5, with no weekend work unless they wish. The EU
has further reduced doctors' hours of work to 48 a
week. This amounts to a radical reduction in hours,
and A & E's are in crisis because a sufficient number
of GPs and nurses are simply not available.
AAH: Can we now move on to vexed - and vexing issue of privatization? My impression is that people
are either wholly for it, or wholly against it. They
believe that the NHS should be free at the point of
entry.
MTW: The NHS of course has never provided a
service to all “free” at the point of delivery. It has to
be paid for out of taxes, and as the service – which is
admired throughout the world, not just in the UK becomes more expensive the government has to find
ways to raise money, ways which the public finds
acceptable.
AAH: Is there a place for private companies within
the NHS, and if so, how much of the service should
be privatized?
MTW: The founders of the NHS in 1948 believed
that private and public healthcare could and should
work together, not least to protect freedom of choice.
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But the view that the private sector should have
nothing to do with the welfare state has been around
since Mrs Barbara Castle. It is nothing new.
AAH: What is the answer?
MTW: That, as Hamlet said, is the question! We
need to define privatization. If this means avoiding
suppliers motivated by profit, the NHS has always
depended on them including capital buildings,
suppliers of materials and drugs, and services such as
cleaning. Even some clinical services, such as
hearing aids, can be run most economically by
private provision.
AAH: Where does one draw the line?
MTW: With companies intent on maximizing profits
at the expense of patients’ welfare. I’m thinking now
especially of large pharmaceutical corporations.
When they blackmail the NHS by imposing
unjustifiable charges on generic drugs they should be
held to account, not promptly given in to. That is a
job for government!
AAH: You are a luminary and exemplar in your
field, and I have really enjoyed interviewing you.
MTW: Thank you! I too have enjoyed our interview.
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Where in Thorverton?
How observant are you? Do you know where the photos on the outside back cover were taken?
To enter this competition, write the number of the photo on the map below as close as possible to the location of
the subject of each photo. Submit your map to the Editor (Neville Lane at 2 The Glebe, Thorverton or emailed to
thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by 18th December 2017.
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Nature Notes
Last month I mentioned that firecrests migrate to
Britain in autumn. It appears there is an
unprecedented influx of this tiny bird this October.
The theory for this is drift migration, pushed off
France by the wind from ex-hurricane Ophelia.
Local News
Ed Wardle sent me a photograph of a moth for
identification; he found it in his courtyard in mid
August. It is a poplar hawkmoth and what I find
interesting is that it is a female. I am fairly confident
in saying I’ve not light trapped one single female
poplar hawkmoth this year but have trapped
approximately 15 males. The female has a somewhat
bulbous abdomen sharply tapering to a point. The
male abdomen is more uniformly straight with no
pointed tip.
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countryside the goldfinch feeds on thistle and teasel
seeds.
In 2006 Trichomonosis disease was first noted in our
greenfinch population and compared to greenfinch
numbers many years ago, now we only see one or
two from time to time in our gardens. The disease
caused by a protozoan parasite called Trichomonas
gallinae decimated the greenfinch population and
also affected other garden bird species. The British
Isles mainly has a resident population of greenfinch
but some migrate from the Continent to here between
October and April.
Last Words
Nothing to do with nature but remember 26th
November is Stir-up Sunday when you get the family
to stir-up the Christmas pudding mixture before
cooking the pudding.
Jenny Garne 01392 860875
jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk

Female Poplar Hawkmoth. Photo: Ed Wardle.
Driving home from Exeter in September, on the
outskirts of the village along the side of the road I
spotted an interesting looking large feather. There
was a car behind me so I couldn’t stop but two hours
later I walked back to find my treasure. It was still
there albeit blown from one edge of the road to the
other, a wing feather of a barn owl. It’s great to know
this charismatic bird is still around Thorverton.
A to Z Goldfinch and Greenfinch
Put nyjer seed in your bird feeder and you are sure to
attract goldfinches. This bird loves these seeds from
the plant Guizotia abyssinica, a yellow daisy
originating from Ethiopia. I find this jewelled bird
rather funny due to the way it appears to twizzle
when alighted on a bird feeder perch. It reminds me
of the bird that popped up from a box in the opening
sequence of older versions of the Antiques
Roadshow. I love to hear the tinkling chatter of a
flock or ‘charm’ of goldfinches. In early September I
received an e-mail from a resident of the Glebe who
gave up counting the goldfinches in the garden when
she reached 16, normally she sees seven. In the

As seen at Berrysbridge
A member of the Focus team returning home after
celebrating her Halloween birthday (photographed by
Eileen Mason)
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History Society
Smuggling in Devon – the truth behind the fiction
Robert Hesketh
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Beer boats landing goods in the Torbay area with up
to 70 men moving goods at night. These men were
used to hard work and it was not unknown for a man
to carry 2 x 4 gallon barrels of brandy, one slung on
his back and the other on his front.
The coastline of Cornwall was similar to Devon and
suitable for trade and the Cornish spoke their own
language which was similar to Breton spoken in
France. Smugglers were admired by the navy for
their sailing skills and few were hanged for their
crimes. Punishments were most likely to be fines,
boats confiscated or they were forced to join the
Royal Navy. It was not unknown for smugglers to
collude with officials and bribes were common.
Exeter had a customs house but the revenue men
were outnumbered by smugglers who were known to
bring their goods through the centre of the city.

Photo of Robert Hesketh by Robin Blythe-Lord
Robert started by telling us that many see the popular
picture of smuggling as a romantic era, avoiding
taxes on luxury goods. However, as well as the
romantic ideal there was much violence involved.
William III was at war with France and money was
needed to finance it. Income tax was introduced and
the taxes on luxury items like brandy, wine, tobacco
and tea were increased greatly. Customs and excise
taxes thus raised the money to pay for the war. This
created the right conditions and profitability for the
smugglers and there were plenty of consumers who
would happily buy the cheaper, tax free goods.

The old quarries at Beer were ideal for the storage of
contraband and from here it could be distributed all
the way up to London. Most of those involved with
smuggling were hard working men in poorly paid
work so smuggling was an attractive way to make
more money. A smuggler might make as much in one
night as he could earn in a month in his normal job.
They looked after each other and William Cowley
died from a broken neck when he fell carrying two
barrels of brandy. His death was not recorded as such
and his widow received a pension from the
smugglers for the rest of her life.
Battles were sometimes fought at sea but often the
smugglers would surrender as they knew their
punishment would only be conscription into the
navy. All strata of society were involved and 2 vicars
from East Budleigh were involved in financing the
activities.

The south coast provided the ideal place for the
smugglers as there were many boat builders,
experienced sailors and coves or bays which could be
used to land the goods. The full extent is unknown
but the government of the day wished to show its
success in tackling the problem and may well have
overestimated the activity and their ability to deal
with the problem.

Dark cloudy nights were preferred for landing goods
and sometimes beacon fires would be lit on cliff tops
to guide them into a safe bay. Customs officers
would avoid cliff tops as there was the danger they
would be thrown off them into the sea below.
Punishment for violence was death and rewards were
offered for information on anyone who attacked a
revenue officer.

France was just over the channel and whilst the navy
may not have been welcomed in the fortified town of
St Malo, the smugglers were. Roscoff was made a
free port to facilitate both legal and illegal trade.

Women were also involved in the trade, mostly in the
distribution and selling of the goods. Rumours were
started of ghosts at bays used by smugglers to keep
people away. Hartland Point and Lundy were storage
and distribution points in North Devon. It was
estimated that 50% of smuggled goods in the UK
came via Devon and Cornwall. The relaxation of
taxation on luxury had the effect of reducing the
smuggling.
Robert Turner

The inhabitants of Beer in East Devon were very
much involved with the trade and a local man, Jack
Rattenbury, was a smuggler who enjoyed the
possible protection of a local East Devon Lord. Jack
was caught smuggling 3 times but his punishment
was being made to join the navy, from which he
successfully escaped. Customs officers reported the
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Legal Eagle
A recent report indicates that a number of patients
affected by allegedly faulty hip implants are seeking
to bring claims against the manufacturer DePuy. It is
claimed that patients have been affected by metal
particles from the Pinnacle Ultamet implants, which
has led to pain, swelling and loss of sensation in the
leg.
Coincidentally, ‘The Times’ ran an article by Dr
Mark Porter on the 17th October, which suggests that
whilst the majority of patients are satisfied with their
hip replacement, it pays to do some research to
ensure that you get the best available. Last year
101,651 people in the UK underwent the procedure
and it is second only to cataract surgery in terms of
patient satisfaction.
If the action against DePuy goes ahead, the patients
will be relying on the provisions of the Consumer
Protection Act 1987, if the operation was carried out
under the NHS. Different considerations would apply
if the operation was carried out privately. The focus
of the ’87 legislation is to ensure that liability rests
where it belongs. To this end it allows an ultimate
user/consumer of a product to claim against the
manufacturer.
It will be immediately apparent that this is not a
claim to which the Sale of Goods Act 79 (in the case
of sales prior to Oct 2015) or the Consumer Rights
Act 2015 (in the case of sales post Oct 2015) apply,
there being no contract of sale. In the case of a
defective product that injures the consumer
purchaser, both the implied terms of the
SGA79/CRA15 and the provisions of Pt 1 of the
Consumer Protection Act may well apply. In such a
situation the buyer will be able to pursue either the
manufacturer under the CPA or the retailer under the
SGA/CRA.
The effect of Pt1 CPA 87 is to make certain persons
strictly liable for defective products which cause
death and/or personal injury and/or damage to
property (including land) i.e. they will be liable
irrespective of whether or not they were negligent, or
realised that the goods were defective. A claimant
under the Act will therefore need to establish that the
damage suffered was caused by a defective product,
and that the defendant is a person to whom the Act
applies.
Clearly the hip replacement satisfies the definition of
a product, so the issue will be, whether or not it was
defective. This is determined by considering, whether
the safety of the product is not such as persons
generally are entitled to expect. Case law on this
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aspect of the legislation suggests that a distinction
must be made between what people actually expect
as to the safety of products and what persons
generally are entitled to expect. Evidence, for
example, that the replacement failed early as a result
of a defect in the component, will argue strongly in
favour of the product being defective for the
purposes of the Act.
Whilst the legislation allows a claimant to choose
whether to sue the manufacturer or supplier (as
defined by the Act), a supplier may escape liability
simply by identifying the person from whom they
obtained the product. So, in the event of an action
being brought against an individual NHS Trust as a
supplier under the Act, it would be sufficient for the
Trust simply to identify from whence they obtained
the product in order to escape liability. Additionally
any action against an NHS Trust would result in a
number of different actions against a number of NHS
Trusts whereas an action against the manufacturer
allows a class action on behalf of those claiming.
Whilst the liability imposed by the Act is strict, the
legislation does allow certain defences, in particular,
in this instance, it might be that DePuy, in the event
of an action being brought, seeks to rely on s4(1)(e),
namely that the state of scientific and technical
knowledge at the relevant time was not such that a
producer of products of the same description as the
product in question might be expected to have
discovered the defect, if it had existed in his
products, whilst they were under his control. The
alternative, of course, is simply to argue that the
product was not defective.
Dr Porter in his article highlights some of the
problems associated with metal-on-metal hips, in
particular premature failure and side-effects from
metal ions leaching out of the joints. Sales of the
Pinnacle Ultamet implants were discontinued in
August 2013.
Whilst the legislation does not impose any maximum
on the damages recoverable for personal injury, it
does impose certain time limits, within which any
action must be brought, namely 3 years from the date
on which the claimant discovered that the injury was
caused by a defective product. The Act also requires
that claims are issued within 10 years from the date
that the specific product was put into market
circulation, after which all rights under the Act are
extinguished.
Clive Hamblin
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Continuity in teaching and
training
Wyndham House has been teaching younger GPs
since the late 1970s when Richard Leete volunteered
Silverton to be one of the pilot centres for the Exeter
GP Vocational Training Scheme. Before then newly
qualified doctors would immediately start working as
GPs without any educational support. They gained
experience the hard way as they muddled through
those very intimidating early years. The training
scheme changed all this. Young GPs could learn in a
supportive environment and this structure is still in
place.
Currently medical students often spend several years
after qualifying working in hospitals, sometimes
abroad, as the junior members of clinical teams. If
they choose General Practice they will then apply for
a GP training scheme. In the 1980s in the South
West these courses had over 100 applicants for each
place. Although access is now much easier Exeter
still remains one of the more competitive schemes
and as a result the calibre of GP trainees is very high.
After further hospital posts learning useful skills (e.g.
Paediatrics, Psychiatry) their GP training ends with a
12 month job in a training practice. Our patients are
very used to the regular arrival and departure of GP
Registrars who are mentored from within the
practice. During this total of three years of specialist
training the GP Registrars have to pass both a written
exam and a clinical skills assessment. This involves
running an observed clinic with actors as patients. It

TARTS News

Recent walks: Saturday 23rd September we re-visited a walk from
the TARTS earlier days, walking around the rim of
the punchbowl on Exmoor. Starting at Winsford we
hiked up some quite muddy sunken green lanes to
‘the allotment’. From here it was quite easy walking
over open moorland to the Caratacus stone. The stone
is thought to date from the 6th century and is thought
to have been erected as a memorial to someone who
claimed to be an ancestor of Caratacus.
From here we walked up to the trig point at Winsford
Hill, and the Wambarrows, a group of three bronze
age bowl barrow cemeteries, the largest of which
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ensures GPs qualify with all the essential clinical and
consulting skills they need.
This year Exeter Medical School has started teaching
General Practice as a specialty to medical students
early in their training. In direct contrast to the 1970s’
approach, medical students will be learning the art
and science involved in looking after a population of
patients, understand the evidence for the power of
continuity of care and learn the value of strong
relationships between doctor and patient that make
GP practices the bedrock of the NHS. Wyndham
House is again contributing extensively in the early
stages. This new course is being directly sponsored
by the Department of Health and will be the template
for other medical schools to follow. At a time when
General Practice is under pressure, hopefully
educating medical students about its value and
exposing them to its rewards will reinvigorate
recruitment again.
It is of course thanks to our patients who are so
willing to help students and Registrars that we
receive very positive feedback from both. Ultimately
this is a team effort from which we all should benefit
as it is likely that some of the medical students
coming to the practice this year could return several
times as they pass through their years as junior
doctors and GP trainees. One of them might be a
future Wyndham House GP.
Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery

provided an excellent shelter from the wind for
lunch.
We descended around the rim of the Punchbowl,
enjoying the long shadows of late summer. Legend
has it that the devil formed the punchbowl by
scooping out the earth and throwing it away to form
Dunkery Beacon. A slightly more believable concept
is that it was formed by a glacier in the last ice age.
A gentle descent through moorland and farm tracks
brought us back into Winsford where a cream tea
awaited us at the Bridge Cottage tea rooms.
On Saturday 14th October Twelve TARTS were
rounded up by Scrumpy for a delightful Autumn
stroll around Burrowbridge in the Somerset levels.
The word ‘levels’ should not be taken literally in
connection with a TARTS walk, as our walk started
with a rather steep climb to the top of Burrow Mump.
The clue should have been in the title as both
‘Burrow’ and ‘Mump’ mean ‘hill’ - so that’s a hill
that really means business! Fortunately the climb
although steep was very short and the views from the
top across the levels were outstanding. We could
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easily make out the view of Glastonbury Tor in the
distance.
There is evidence of activity here from Roman times
– some pottery and coins found nearby indicate it
may have been used for trade - and a medieval
church at the top dedicated to St Michael dates from
at least the mid 15th Century. It formed a sanctuary
for Royalist troops in 1642 and 1645 during the Civil
War, and a detachment of the king’s army occupied it
during the Monmouth Rebellion of 1685. In 1946 it
was presented to the National Trust to serve as a
memorial to the Somerset men who lost their lives in
both World Wars.
From Burrow Mump we descended to Burrow
Drove, a farm track, and our route from here was
almost completely level for the next four miles, using
farm tracks and fields. It’s hard to imagine that in
centuries gone by the area where we were walking
was once a swampy marsh, surrounding a small area
of land known as the ‘Isle of Athelney’. This island is
known for being the fortress hiding place of King
Alfred the Great from where he went on to defeat the
Danes in 878 at the Battle of Edington. The land has
long since been drained to use for agriculture but
often floods in winter. The wetland nature of the area
was evident from the wildlife that we saw; herons,
swans, mallards and cranes all made an appearance.
After our walk we enjoyed a delightful lunch at the
King Alfred pub, followed by a short detour to King
Alfred’s Monument at Athelney, erected in 1801 to
commemorate the king’s stay there in 878, before
going on to defeat the Danes. Here he is alleged to
have been scolded by a swineherd’s wife for
allowing her cakes to burn!
Future walks:
11th November – led by Jerry and Anne
25th November – led by Graeme
9th December – led by Jenny
All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are
suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter
walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer
walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each
walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be
displayed approximately a week before the walk in
the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice
board. If you would like to be included on the email
list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme
(860203).
Caroline Prince
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No. 9: to Brampford Speke and Stoke Canon

This route is beautiful on a good day, preferably when it is not too wet underfoot. The many oaks along the route
should be showing their autumn colours. It would be best suited to a bike which can cope with stony tracks and
also one that can be lifted over gates in order to negotiate the path between Brampford Speke and Stoke Canon,
which follows the old railway line. The ride took me about an hour. Given the work on Thorverton Bridge and its
likely closure to vehicles, it might be worth checking before you set off whether the bridge is passable for bicycles.
From outside the Thorverton Arms go up Bullen Street and
follow the road round and out of the village towards
Berrysbridge. Carry on for almost a mile to Three Limbed
Oak. Turn left and then, at Fortescue Cross, turn right to
Brampford Speke. As you pass the sign for Brampford
Speke (twinned with Commes in Normandy), turn left up a
short hill into the village. Carry along to the end of this

road and follow the path to the left down to the River
Exe. Cross the bridge and immediately take the path
to the right.
This
path
goes along
the
old
railway line,
through
a
couple
of
gates, before
meeting the road near to the present railway line at Stoke Canon. You
may wish to explore Stoke Canon, most of which is just over the other
side of the line.
Apart from the Stoke Canon Inn, a community pub which runs an
ambitious programme of events, Stoke Canon church is of particular
interest, containing one of the oldest fonts in Devon – probably Norman made of Thorverton stone. Worth a visit (if the church is open).
Turn left at the road by the level
crossing, passing Oakhay Barton, and
carry on for about a mile. The road
turns sharply right, then after about 100 yards turn left (signposted to Nether
Exe). After about 400 yards turn left and then, after another 250 yards, turn
right. Be careful along this small lane because it is not unknown for large
tractors to come along it. Follow the lane for another mile or so to meet the road
at Latchmoor Green. Turn left at the crossroads at Latchmoor Green and carry
on over the bridge and into Thorverton (having remembered to check out that
the bridge is passable to bicycles - for otherwise it is a case of about turn and
retrace your tyre tracks!).
Neville Lane
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The Garden in November
Well, Neville, it’s full steam ahead now! Time to put
away those deck chairs and check your garden shed.
Take a look at your garden storage and, if necessary,
do a bit of re-arranging. November is a good time as,
generally, it’s still warm enough to potter around
outside, even if the ground is too sticky for garden
jobs. Gardening will be regulated by the ground
conditions in November. If it is too wet underfoot,
it’s better to leave a plot than damage the soil
structure. Weather-wise, November can be a
gardening extension time or you might just have to
shut up shop early!
The garden has looked so attractive this October that
I have been reluctant to do much cutting and tidying.
The warm wet conditions have encouraged some
plants to flower longer and remain green and healthy
but, if I’m honest, it is now over blown and messy.
So, hard work is needed to cut back herbacious
plants; many have become lanky and are resting on
other plants. Care is needed to pick up leaves and
weeds and the soil will need a dig over to relieve
compaction, improving drainage and aeration.
If the weather remains on the mild side, now is a very
good time to split your herbacious plants that have
become too large. The soil is still warm and the new
plants will bed in easily. If it becomes cold, leave this
job until spring. A word of warning is that, although
this task sounds easy on paper, some herbacious are
very tough and splitting them up is not a job for the
faint-hearted. Watch your backs!! It is still possible
to plant new herbacious plants but do so as quickly as
possible. If the weather becomes much colder, then
plant them into a nursery bed for the winter and plant
out into position in the spring.
If, like me, you bring in your Dahlias for the winter,
wait until the first bit of cold weather has passed.
This is good for the Dahlia tubers and improves their
size. Dig them out and cut back the green top growth
to about 15 cms. Gently prize away soil from the
tubers, leaving them as clean as possible. I find that
an old tooth brush is ideal for this task and not too
hard. Check over the tubers, removing any signs of
shrivelling or disease. I keep the tubers in an open
plastic tray in an unheated room. If kept in a shed,
they are generally left alone by mice but would need
to be protected from frost. Check regularly for signs
of white mould which will form first on the stems.
These can be cut back, and then change your storage
space which is too cold or damp or there is not
enough air around them.
Many people leave their Dahlias in the ground all
year round. This is generally fine but gradually they
deteriorate through slug damage and lack of removal
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of tired tubers. There is also the chance of losing
them in a really harsh, cold winter. So, if you have
special ones you want to keep for years and years,
this is the safest way of protecting them.
In the veggie garden, it is time to clear away
remaining runner bean frames, if you have not done
so already. Give the soil a good dig around this area
as it will be badly compacted from harvesting. This
goes for any area where you have had to harvest from
the soil.
Take a good look at your vegetable area and work
out your plots for next season remembering not to
return to a plot with the same crop for at least 3 or, if
possible, 4 years. All plots, except next year’s root
crop plot, can have manure and/or compost added to
it. The potato plot, early broad bean plot and summer
onion plots should be prioritized, as you will want to
plant these out before April and it gives plenty of
time for the manure to work into the soil. The manure
can be left on top of the soil and, throughout the
winter, worms will help to bed it in. The final dig and
ground preparation can be done before planting.
If you have not planted any winter onion sets, it’s
still possible to get them in the ground in early
November but you must hurry. The sets need to
begin to put down roots before the weather becomes
too cold, when they will stop growing. Similarly with
garlic and elephant garlic. Don’t forget to sprinkle a
little bit of earth over your onion sets to hide them
from the birds or else they might get pulled out.
Garlic can be planted just under the ground, out of
sight, and elephant garlic can be planted twice its
depth.
Well, Neville, lots to do before the winter chill!
Happy Gardening!
Lorraine Colebrook

Rainfall Record
A total of 97mm of rainfall was recorded by Gus
Christianson in Silver Street, Thorverton during
September this year. This was more than the last tenyear average for the month, largely because of three
very wet days in the first half of the month. The first
half of October was far drier than is often the case,
but as I write this Storm Brian is upon us, with the
prospect of the rainfall figures escalating.
Neville Lane
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Millennium Green Monthly Tidy-up
Each month a small group set about tidying up the Millennium Green. They are keen to expand their numbers, so
if you are able to help please just turn up on the last Saturday of the month from 9.30am, preferably with some
equipment to do some cutting back etc. The photos here are of September’s Tidy-up, which focused on the area
beside the stream – and made a significant impact.
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Kevin Sussex
PAINTER
AND
DECORATOR
Tel:
01392 881961
07919950222

Focus on Thorverton

38

Vol 48 No 10 November 2017

Focus on Thorverton

Dog Microchipping
Done in your own home for all dogs
over 8 weeks of age.
£10 per dog
Call Dawn on
01363 866319
or 0797 617
5943
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of
professional staff is happy to be looking after local
residents and visitors alike.
Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and
evening and all day on Sunday.
Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is
available all day. We also serve a lovely all day
Breakfast and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU.
Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will
be pleased to quote for your special function.
Tel: 01392 860377
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J’s
Maintenance, Landscaping
and Small Building Works
01363 83088 or 07783 060072
Email: johntharme@btinternet.com
Call for a free quote
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BODY AND SOUL
ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE
THERAPIST
PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND
RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING
MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION
AND LYMPH DRAINAGE.

Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour
£27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders
For 30 Minutes £17.50

Neck, Head And Face Massage For
30 Minutes £17.50

MO: 07514 013 313
Email

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
Member of the Complementary Therapists
Association
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Curtains and Gowns
Bespoke
Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings
Dress and gown making service
Also alterations undertaken

Logs For Sale

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing
Classes
7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes)

£75 for a load
Also can supply bags of kindling £3
per net
Contact Robert or Dawn on
01363 866319

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton
Mondays and Thursdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm
For information call Donna on 01392 860088.
Email: curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Parish Information
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019
Carers' Support Group
Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034.
Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm
Church (C of E)
Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.
margaret.admin@netherexe.org
Rector
Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org
Church Wardens
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231.
Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419
Church Choir
Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419.
P.C.C. Treasurer
Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419.
Church (Baptist)
Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.
Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.
County Councillor
Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
District Councillor
Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
Doctors:
New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900).
edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000. Street lights: 0800 197 6763.
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501.
Gas Emergency
0800 111999.
Leonard Trust
Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535
Library (Exeter Mobile)
Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park.
Member of Parliament
Mel Stride. By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA
By phone: 02072197037. By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Chairman
Parish Clerk

Cllr. Nick Bright
Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,
EX5 5NU. 861228.
Parish Council Meetings
2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments
Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228.
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area.
Pension Service
PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265.
Police
Non-emergency number: 101.
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)
Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455
Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only.
Business Manager: Jan Hamilton 07764461575.
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419.
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St.
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation)
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374.
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374.
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859.
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.
School P.T.F.A.
Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,
Secretary: Rachel Mildon, Treasurer: Rachel Parker.
South West Water
24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133.
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324
Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,
Vice Chair: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette.
Meetings: For details of meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or on the phone
number above.

Art Group

Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00.
Arts Exchange
Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737.
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm.
Association Football Club Chairman and Secretary: Paul Webb, 07944533372.
Bridge Club
Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm
New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue.
Clarinet/Saxophone Group Contact Peter Mason 860727. Meets every Thursday morning.
Cricket Club
Chair: Charles Kislingbury,
Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076.
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street.
Focus Magazine
Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton.
Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309.
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.
Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December.
Golf Society Players of Thorverton C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206.
History Society
Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529.
Ladies Group
Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027. michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com
Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk
Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Thorverton Pre-School
Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site.
9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm.
Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times.
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street.
Toddler Group
Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk
Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30 am.
Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,
srbf@hotmail.co.uk
Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore.
Women's Institute
Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631
W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

New Valley Practice
Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley
Newcombes
The Surgery, The Bury
Crediton EX17 2AR
Thorverton EX5 5NT
Main telephone: 03333 442 988
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk

Monday

Crediton
08.30 – 18.00

Tuesday

08.30 – 18.00

Wednesday

08.30 – 18.00

Thursday

08.30 – 18.00

Friday

08.30 – 18.00

GPs on Duty
Drs. Harris, Saunders,
Cameron, Ziegler
Drs. Saunders, Harris,
Hall
Drs. Wride, Hall,
Cameron, Ziegler
Drs. Anderson, Harris,
Saunders, Worsley
Drs. Hall, Saunders,
Worsley

Thorverton
08.30 – 18.00

GPs on Duty
Dr. Anderson

08.30 – 18.00

Dr. Anderson

08.30 – 17.00
08.30 – 18.00

Dr. Anderson
(morning only)
Dr. Ziegler

08.30 – 18.00

Dr. Wride

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be
on call, for emergencies only, on 111.
Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton. Please ask
at reception for details.

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling
our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk
Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions.
We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions.
We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact
us on 01392 860273 for more information.

Focus on Thorverton

59

Vol 48 No 10 November 2017

Focus on Thorverton

60

Vol 48 No 10 November 2017

Waste Collection Dates for 2017
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise
(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days)
General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy

b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy

Nov 13th and 27th
Dec 11th and 27th (Wed)
Jan 9th (Tues) and 22nd

Nov 6th and 20th
Dec 4th and 18th
Jan 3rd (Wed), 15th and 29th

Mobile Library
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and
4.20pm.
Dates 2017: 16th November; 14th December.

Union Flag Flying days in November
12th
14th
30th

Remembrance Sunday
Birthday of the Prince of Wales
St Andrew’s Day

Road works
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.

Bus Services
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678
Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10
from Latchmore Green.
Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel. Return 13.35 from Exeter bus
station, Stand 5.
Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.10 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (this is the 155 service), 18.10
from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only),
16.45, 17.45.
To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10
from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (this is the 155 service),
17.45.
Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping
at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.
Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or
www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.
Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office
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Diary 2017/18
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062)
Details of most of these events are in Focus, usually in the Notices Section.

NOVEMBER
Fri 3rd
Sat 4th
Tues 7th
Tues 7th
Thurs 9th
Fri 10th
Sat 11th
Sat 18th
Mon 20th

Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00. All welcome!
Craft Fair, Memorial Hall 10-4pm
WI Open Meeting, WI Hut, 2.30pm. Guidance on making Marzipan Fruits with Sylv Gregory.
Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
Ladies’ Group, Beryl Grace, Moss Bank, 7.30pm. Games evening.
Christianity Explored, A Look at the Gospel of Luke, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm
Saturday Market, Memorial Hall 9.30-11.00 am
Craft Fair, Upton Pyne Village Hall, including light lunches and teas. 12.00 – 4.00pm
Upton Pyne Garden Club, the Village Hall, 7.30pm. Effects of Global Warming on Plants
and Gardens.
Fri 24th
Christianity Explored, A further look at the Gospel of Luke, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm
Fri 24th
History Society, Dr Todd Gray – The Royal Clarence Fire and St Martin Island, WI Hut, 7.30pm
Sat 25th
Christmas Coach Trip to Bath, leaves 8.30am (see Notice for details)
Sat 25th
Millennium Green Monthly Tidy-Up, from 9.30am. Just turn up. All help gratefully received!
Sat 25th
WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am
th
Sat 25
Hulke Lane Bridleway opening. Meet outside Berry Dairy 2.30pm then walk to Hulke Lane for
opening ceremony with Cllr Margaret Squires. Return to Exeter Inn Skittle Alley for refreshments.
Sat 25th
Brunswick Singers in Harmony Memorial Hall 2.30pm
Sat/Sun 25/26th Christmas Tree Festival, St Peter’s Church, Brampford Speke, 2-5pm.
Sat 25th
An Austentatious Christmas, (from Jane Austen to Blackadder), Exeter Drama Company,
Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.30pm, including light supper. Booking essential.
DECEMBER
Fri 1st
Fri/Sat 1st/2nd
Sat 2nd
Sat 2nd
Mon 4th
Tues 5th
Sat 9th
Tues 12th
Wed 13th
Sat 16th
Sun 17th
Sun 24th
JANUARY
Fri 5th
Fri 8th
Sat 13th
Fri 26th
Sat 27th

Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00. All welcome!
Silverton Christmas Tree Festival. St Mary’s Church, Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10.30-6.
Christmas Tree lighting followed by Children’s Disco, Memorial Hall, 5.30pm
Upton Pyne Christmas Meal with Magician, Village Hall, 7 for 7.30.
SFH Supporters Club Christmas Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.15 for eyes down at 8pm.
WI Open Meeting, WI Hut, 2.30pm.
Saturday Market, Memorial Hall 9.30-11.00 am
Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
Christmas Bingo, Memorial Hall
WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am ?
Christmas Carol Service at the Parish Church, 5pm. Refreshments will be served afterwards.
Joint Churches Christmas Carol Service, Baptist Church, 11am

Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00. All welcome!
Christianity Explored, A further look at the Gospel of Luke, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm
Saturday Market, Memorial Hall 9.30-11.00 am
History Society, AGM followed by Graham Wills – Pinkery Pond and Simonsbath Canal (an
Exmoor enigma), WI Hut, 7.30pm
WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am

FEBRUARY
Thurs 22nd to
Sat 24th
TADS presents “Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure” by James Barry, Memorial Hall, 7:30pm nightly.
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