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Editorial 
I have recently got an iPhone.  Before you start 

thinking that Focus must be making too much profit 

if the editor can afford to be buying such gadgets, I 

should explain that it was a hand-me-down from my 

daughter.  It certainly isn't iPhone ten (or X).  Indeed, 

when I went to try to buy a screen guard the assistant 

had the greatest difficulty in ascertaining what model 

it was, such was its age.  But anyway, I have an 

iPhone and I am rather pleased with it.  It does make 

communication easy, although I am determined not 

to become a slave to the device.   

 

There are so many ways of communicating quickly 

these days.  Just looking at the main menu of my 

iPhone, I see that I can send text messages, make 

phone calls, send emails and send "WhatsApp" 

messages, not to mention Facebook, Twitter, 

NextDoor or any of the other social media options. 

The internet access has already proved useful too.  I 

have to admit that currently my skill at using the 

iPhone is rather limited, awaiting the return of Emily 

to show me a few tricks over her Christmas holidays. 

 

With all these communications options nowadays, a 

monthly hard copy magazine such as Focus may 

seem rather outdated.  Yet it is still surprising how 

useful it can be to have information readily available 

in an easily seen and accessible format. I have had a 

few questions over the past month, usually about an 

event taking place somewhere, which I have been 

able to answer almost immediately with reference to 

the printed Focus.  There is also the additional joy - 

to some of us anyway - about holding a nicely printed 

magazine. 

 

If all of this has got you excited about reading the last 

Focus of the year, perhaps I could also encourage any 

residents in Silver Street, Court Barton Close or 

Jericho Street who might be prepared to help with 

Focus deliveries.  We are looking for delivery agents 

who would sign up at least ten others in their area for 

delivery of Focus at the bargain rate of £5 for a year's 

subscription of 11 editions.  The delivery agent also 

qualifies for a free magazine each month for 

themselves.  If you are interested in helping us in this 

way, please contact either Fiona Harrison (Tel: 01392 

966861) or me (01392 861062) or the Focus email 

address - thorvertonfocus@gmail.com. 

 

It seems a bit early to be writing this next message 

now as I haven't even started thinking about 

Christmas yet, but I appreciate that the magazine 

does cover December, so I wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Just a reminder, 

too, that we will require any items for inclusion in 

January's Focus just a little earlier than usual please - 

by the 16th or 17th December would be greatly 

appreciated - and that we are not expecting to have 

the January Focus available to buy until some time in 

the first week of January. 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 

Bob Hyde 
 

From Sue Hyde 

 
I would like to thank everyone for the lovely 

messages, cards and thoughts we received during 

Bob's illness, and that I have received since his sad 

death. 

 

He loved this village and, judging from the amount of 

people who came to remember him on 7th 

November, he was loved in return. 

 

I would like to say a special thank you to Colin and 

Alison, Simon and Mary, and Dave and Jenny for 

their constant love and support;  to everyone at the 

New Valley Practice for all their help and support 

given to Bob and myself during his illness;  last but 

not least everyone at the Exeter Inn for helping to 

give Bob a good send off.   

 

May I also take this opportunity to wish everyone a 

Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.  I will be 

donating to Hospiscare instead of sending cards this 

year. 

Sue Hyde 

 

Graham Palmer 

 

From Alison Toogood and Helen Ratcliffe 

 
Many of you will have known our father, Dr Graham 

Palmer, who had a heart attack and died peacefully at 

Castle Grove Nursing Home, Bampton, on 29th 

October, aged 90. He had found life difficult since 

our mother, Pam, died last November. He was 

suffering with pain from bladder cancer and many 

infections, and was missing his 'other half' dreadfully. 

Pam and Graham moved to Thorverton nearly 30 

years ago when they retired from General Practice 

and their Family Planning Clinic work, and soon 

played a large part in village life, selling the 

newspapers at the Post Office, listening to readers at 

the school and with such events as the Arts Festival 

as regular members of the Parish Church. Graham 

even managed to help out with admin at the surgery 

at times. 

 

 

We have been overwhelmed by the number of cards 

and messages we have received; many have 

mentioned how they particularly enjoyed their chance 

meetings and ensuing long chats with Graham, who 

always seemed to have time to give to everyone. We 

would like to thank everyone who has supported us 

so generously, and it was lovely that so many were 

able to come to his funeral last week. 

 

It was a very special and peaceful service; thank you 

to the Revd. Kevin Chandra from Bampton, all the 

members of the church choir, Heather (choir director 

and organist), Royston (church warden), Wendy, 

whose flower arrangements added so much, and 

everyone who was able to be there. If you would like 

to make a donation in Graham's memory to the 

Friends of Thorverton Surgery, Thorverton Parish 

Church and TCT Ltd (community shop/post office), 

please do so via cheque to the funeral directors: A 

White & Sons, Albert Rd, Crediton, EX17 2BZ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Susan Vooght of Sherwood, Milford Lane 
I would like to wish all my friends and acquaintances 

a very happy Christmas, with best wishes for 2018.  

My donation this year will be to FORCE Cancer 

Care, which brings me to thanking everyone who 

sent cards and good wishes through my recent illness. 

Susan Vooght 

 

 

From Ken and Marjorie Maynard of Bullen 

Street 
May we through Focus wish all our friends and 

neighbours a Very Happy Christmas and a 

Prosperous New Year. We are making a donation to 

the British Heart Foundation this year instead of 

sending cards. 

Best wishes from Ken and Marjorie 

 

 

From Connie Fice of Bullens Close 
I would like to take the opportunity, through the 

pages of Focus, to wish friends, neighbours and 

acquaintances a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 
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From Alice and Frank Selley of Dark Lane.  
We would like through Focus to wish all our friends 

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Instead of sending cards we shall be making a 

donation to the Thorverton Millenium Green Trust in 

appreciation of all the voluntary hard work which 

goes in to keeping this wonderful village asset in 

such good shape. 

  

 

 From Dorothy Folland  

 May I, through Focus, wish all  my friends and 

neighbours a peaceful Christmas and good health and 

happiness for the New Year. I will be sending a 

donation to Children’s Hospice Southwest. 

 

From Loreen Large of Broadlands 
Just to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year. It doesn’t seem twelve months 

ago I was sending the same message to my friends 

and people I know and, as last year, I am donating to 

the British Heart Foundation instead of sending cards 

to you all. 

Hope you all have a great time. 

With love, Loreen 
 

 

Christmas greetings from Lee White 
As the festive season approaches I would like to wish 

my many friends and neighbours a very Happy 

Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

Love and best wishes from Lee 

 

 

From Isobel Grace 

 
As part of my Geography degree I’m conducting a 

dissertation looking into everyday practices and 

attitudes towards the environment in Thorverton, 

Devon. If you live within the parish, I would be 

extremely grateful if you could participate in the 

following short survey which should take no longer 

than 10 minutes. All personal information is strictly 

confidential and anonymous. I have already been 

overwhelmed by the amazing response and support 

so far and would like to thank everyone who has 

taken time to complete my survey. I am hoping to 

share a summary of my main findings in Focus next 

year. 

 

If you are having trouble accessing this link by 

mobile, please can you try on a computer 

https://survey.swan.ac.uk/index.php/489174 

 

 

From The PTFA 
 

Thank you Glenn Redler!  

 

Thorverton Primary School PTFA would like to say a 

big thank you to Glenn Redler who has once again 

kindly prepared our annual accounts.  

 

He has very generously given his time to help our 

treasurer prepare a set of accounts for the Charity 

Commission, and has been superbly efficient once 

again. Thank you for your continued support Glenn. 

 Rachel Mildon, Secretary 
 

Wanted: Single building plot 

  

Local family, currently living in Morchard Bishop, 

looking for a single building plot (ideally ¼ acre or 

more) in Mid Devon on which to build their own 

home. 

  

Prefer rural or edge of village location in or between 

Spreyton and Silverton (including Hittisleigh, Bow, 

Morchard Bishop, Lapford, Black Dog, Kennerleigh, 

Sandford, Shobrooke and Thorverton). 

  

We’ll gratefully consider any suggestions and please 

be assured we're not developers, this is purely for our 

main, long-term residence, for us and our children to 

live in as part of the community. 

  

If you have any opportunities to share, or know 

somebody who does, please get in touch: 

  

Mark and Laura  

Jones, joneshousebuild@gmail.com, 01363 877210 

https://survey.swan.ac.uk/index.php/489174
mailto:joneshousebuild@gmail.com
tel:01363%20877210
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 Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Committee   

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 

Bob Hyde 
At its meeting on 14 November the hall committee 

recorded its great sadness for Bob’s untimely death 

and its appreciation of all that he contributed to the 

running of the hall as long-standing TADS 

representative and jack of all trades.  His sense of fun 

and willingness to give a hand at any and every hall 

event will be sorely missed.  The members of the 

committee expressed their deep sympathy for his 

wife, Sue. 

Saturday Market 
It was very pleasing to see the hall packed full of 

people and stalls at the November market. There was 

hardly room to move around.  It is anticipated that 

the December market and big breakfast (9th 

December) will be equally busy so make sure you get 

there early to view and to buy. 

It is anticipated that, as this and previous years, the 

post-Christmas period will be much quieter so the 

hall committee has decided not to hold a market in 

January. Normal service will be resumed on 10
th
 

February. (You will not be missing a market or big 

breakfast – there will be eleven in 2018, the same as 

always, because there will be one in August, which 

there has not been before.) 

 

Christmas tree Lighting Ceremony, 

Saturday 2
nd

 December 
This year the Memorial Hall Committee and the 

Parish Council are joining forces to make this 

traditional event even better than ever.  It will begin 

at 4.45 p.m. at the home of Andy and Megan Cleave 

in Dinneford Street for mulled cider and the 

switching on of the Christmas lights there.  Everyone 

can then make their way to the Jubilee Green where 

the lights on the tree there will be switched on, 

followed by a short walk to the Memorial Hall where 

there will be mulled wine and mince pies, and drinks 

for the children.  Father Christmas has promised to 

visit the hall and help the switching on of the lights 

on the hall Christmas tree. This will be followed by a 

Children’s Disco in the hall. 

 

Other forthcoming events at the hall 
Saturday 9 December,  9.30 – 11.00 a.m. – Big 

Breakfast and the Saturday Market 

Wednesday 13 December, doors open 7.00, eyes 

down 7.30 –for the  Christmas Bingo 

 

November Saturday Market Draw 

results 
1

st
. prize, Plant – Judy Powell.  2

nd
 prize, Roses 

chocolates – Vivian Day.  3
rd

 prize, Thornton 

chocolates, Connie Fice.   4
th
  prize, Bottle of wine – 

Penny Fice. 5th prize, Heroes chocolates – Ivor 

Payne. 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk   f. thorverton 

memorial hall 

 
 

Christmas Lights 

 
Megan and Andy Cleave are 

again lighting up in December.  

Last year, through donations to 

their Christmas lights, they 

raised more than £200 for 

FORCE.  

 

 Let us see if we can help them 

exceed that this year.  Do take a 

look - their house is at the far 

end of Dinneford Street, 

beyond the sheep dip.  
 

 

 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 7
th

 November 2017. The latest 

meeting Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in 

School Lane or on the website.  The next meeting will take 

place on 12
th

 December 2017 at Thorverton Memorial 

Hall at 7.30pm and all are welcome to attend 

  Alison Marshall Clerk.thorvertonpc@gmail.com 

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

 

The new Cemetery 

This matter is moving forward and an application for full planning permission, for a new Cemetery on the Dark 

Lane site, will be submitted to MDDC shortly. Local landowners have been written to, regarding any land that may 

be appropriate and available as an alternative Cemetery site, to ensure that all options can be considered. John 

Valentin,  AC Archaeology, has been asked to make initial enquiries regarding the possibility of receiving a grant 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund to cover the required additional work on the Dark Lane area should this site be 

taken forward.              

Planning Applications 

17/01716/FULL Reinstatement of access and farm track to agricultural land at School Lane, Thorverton. After 

discussion the PC resolved to object to this application on the grounds of road safety primarily.   

Planning Decisions 

17/01034/FULL Change of use, barn to dwelling, Pitt Farm, Thorverton. Refused. 

17/01409/PNCOU Prior notification for the change of use, agricultural building to dwelling under Class Q, Higher 

Trey Mill, Thorverton. Accepted. 

17/01456/PNAG Prior notification - reinstatement of farm access track at School Lane. Not permitted 

Development. 

17/01541/PNHH Prior notification for the erection of an extension at 18 Court Barton Close, Thorverton. 

Accepted. 

17/01545/PNHH Prior notification for the erection of an extension at 4 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. Approved. 

17/01270/HRN Hedgerow removal notice – junction of Hulk Lane/School Lane – withdrawn.  

Secure Storage to house the ride on mower on the Recreation Ground 

The PC was pleased to hear that it had been awarded £600, from the MDDC Town and Parish Fund, towards the 

purchase of a secure store on the Recreation Ground to house the mower. The PC will now to go ahead with plans o 

purchase and erect the storage as soon as possible.                

Handyman/Road Warden 

No further duties were allocated to Colin this month and it was noted that the outstanding duties include i) cutting 

back the growth behind the Quarry Car Park garages ii) clearing the debris in the Quarry Car Park iii) strimming 

along the road at the Rec iv) cutting back the Holly bush at the Rec entrance and v) re-corking two PC owned 

village noticeboards. If you know of any village maintenance requirements please do not hesitate to let me know.  

Snow Warden 

Cllr Graham Sims, our Snow Warden, reported that all parish grit bins are full and that plenty of salt is stored 

around the village in case we ever get any cold weather! A working party will be organised, as and when required, 

to clear any snow and to spread any grit/salt on village roads and should you wish to be part of this group please 

call Graham on tel. 860381. 

Recreation Ground play equipment annual inspection and tree work  

The annual play equipment inspection has taken place and, as a result, the PC are looking into replacing three 

rotting posts on the multi-play item although it currently remains safe for children to use. A quote is being 

obtained to remove three dead Elm trees and to remove several low branches from other various trees in the Rec.  

Your Parish Councillors: 

Nick Bright (Chairman), Stuart Crang (Vice Chairman), John Hodge, Neville Lane, Hilary Lawson, David Reygate, 

Graham Sims, John Spivey, Robert Turner and David Waldron. Clerk Alison Marshall thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

 

It is lovely to receive so many positive comments from residents, regarding the continued good work of the Parish 

Council, so thank you and keep your comments coming!  
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Notice Board  

 

THORVERTON 

CHURCH CHOIR     ♫ 
 

This year’s carol service is to be on Sunday 

December 17th at 5.00pm at Thorverton Church.   

 

For many local people this marks the beginning 

of their Christmas reflections and celebrations, 

often coinciding with youngsters coming home 

from Uni, schools breaking up, time off work 

beginning, family visiting, etc. 

If you’re not TOO busy with sorting all that then 

please join us. Arrive early for a lovely festive 

evening followed by warming refreshments, lots 

of chance to catch up with your friends and 

family and to prepare spiritually and musically 

for Christmas, before having to worry about 

sprouts and turkey.  

 

Thursday Choir Practices at Thorverton 

Church   Thus  7.45 – 9.00pm 

 

Dec  7th, 14th,  

Dec 17th (3.45) 

Jan  4th 

 

Services with Choir/Choir events 

 

Sat Dec  2nd    Carol singing at village 

Christmas Tree lighting  4.45 – 5.45 

Sun Dec  3rd     Communion service + anthem – 

9.30 start 

Sun Dec 10th    Family Service + Baptism 9.30 

for 10.00 start : choir anthem 

Sun Dec 17th    CAROL service  5.00 pm 

Thu Dec 21st     Carol singing round the village 

- meet at 7.00 by The Dairy 

    

CONTACT :  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton  

 

 

Sun Dec 17th 2017 5.00pm 

 

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND 
CAROLS 

Thorverton Parish Church 

 
This will be a traditional-style 

service 

with candlelit procession, seasonal 

Bible readings, prayers and choral 

music sung by the Thorverton 

Church Christmas Choir and 

YOU 
Everyone is very welcome 

 

Warming seasonal refreshments and 

mince pies will be served afterwards 

 

 
 

A look at Luke 
Who do people say Jesus is? 

Come and join the group in the 
Thorverton Arms 

8th Dec. (no study 22nd Dec.).   

12th and 26th January. 
 
 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 
 

 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

will be holding their monthly  

Coffee Morning 
(or tea if you prefer!) 

 

Friday 1st December & 5th January 

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
 

A warm welcome to all 
 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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Silverton Memory Café 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall, Silverton, 

every Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.   

All welcome. 
 

Contact Annette Emmerson on 01392 860983 or 

annettejean@hotmail.co.uk for further details. 

 

 

 

Welcome Café 
 

 

The Welcome Café is open each  

Monday (apart from Bank Holidays)  

from 2.30 pm in the WI Hut.  

  

Come and join us for tea, cake and a chat.  

Anyone welcome. 

 

 

SFH Supporters Club Christmas Bingo 
 

Thorverton Village Hall 
 

Monday 4th December  
 

Doors Open 7.15pm 
 

Eyes Down 8pm 
 

Mince Pies & Mulled Wine in the Interval 
 

Festive fun for all the family 

 

 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.co.uk
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Thorverton Post Office Christmas 2017 
 

UK Last Posting Dates 
 

Tuesday 19 December 
Royal Mail 48® 

 

Wednesday 20 December 
 

Royal Mail Tracked 48® 

Royal Mail 24® 
 

Thursday 21 December 
Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed® 

Royal Mail Tracked 24® 
 

Friday 22 December 
Royal Mail Special Delivery Saturday Guaranteed® 

 

International Last Posting Dates: 

for all Standard & all International Tracking & 

Signature services 
 

Saturday 2 December 
Africa, Middle East  

 

Wednesday 6 December 
Asia, Cyprus, Far East, Eastern Europe  

(except Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia)  
 

Thursday 7 December 
Caribbean, Central and South America  

 

Saturday 9 December 
Australia, Greece, New Zealand 

 

Wednesday 13 December 
Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland 

 

Thursday 14 December 
Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA  

 

Friday 15 December 
Austria, Denmark, Iceland, Portugal, Netherlands, 

Norway, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland  
 

Saturday 16 December 
Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg 

 

PO news: we are sorry to be losing our 

newest member of staff, Steph Cadogan, at 

the end of November. She has quickly 

become a very valued member of our 

team; you’ll still be able to see her, but 

behind the glass at the Surgery. We 

welcome Helen Ratcliffe back to help us 

over the busy Christmas period.  
 

A reminder: as we get closer to Christmas, 

there’s often a queue leading up to the 

Royal Mail collection times (11.30am and 

5pm, so please leave enough time for us to 

process items that need to be weighed 

before despatch. 

TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

(your local BANK) 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG   

01392 860455 
offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting 

and packing materials, health lottery tickets, 

phone top-ups, laundry service, photocopying,  

Charity Christmas cards and other 

Christmas accessories –  

helpful, friendly service 
  

EASY PARKING  
 

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 
 

Thorverton Post Office 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 
 

TAG 
THORVERTON ARTS & CRAFTS 

GROUP 

Fridays from 10:00 
@TMH  

DRAWING, PAINTING, MIXED MEDIA, 

SCULPTURE, COLLAGE, GREETING 

CARDS, JEWELERY, WOOL CRAFTS, 

MODEL MAKING, ETC. – FOR A 

PLEASANT COUPLE OF HOURS 

JOIN AT ANY TIME 
TASTER SESSION £2 INCL. REFRESHMENTS 

Further information:  www.pinpointdevon.co.uk 
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Cast includes Thorverton’s own Chris Jones 

 

Light up a Life 
Hospiscare are running a number of services to remember loved ones: 

Monday 4
th

 December, 6.30pm: Methodist Church, St Thomas, Exeter 

Wednesday 6
th

 December, 3pm: Hall Church, Pinhoe 

Monday 17
th

 December, 6.30pm: Exeter Cathedral 
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Silverton Christmas Tree Festival  

St Mary’s Church 
   

Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd December  
 

Time to think about Christmas and our Christmas 

Tree Festival. The theme this year is 'Pantomime' 

which should make for some interestingly 

decorated trees.  
 

On the morning of the 1st we are welcoming 'Early 

Birds' from 10.30 – 12.00 with an entrance and 

refreshments for £2. You will be the first to 

enjoy the trees and you could join the Festival 

Walk which will end in the Church to support the 

event and to enjoy the refreshments. Further 

details about this will be in the publicity for the 

day and on the Silverton Facebook page. 
 

Times for opening: 

Friday 1st December 10.30 am till 7.00 pm  

Saturday 2nd December 10.30 am till 6,00 pm.  
 

A Raffle, Christmas stall, Produce stall and Home-

made Refreshments are available. 
 

The Celebration of Christmas on 3rd at 3.00 pm is 

taking shape as several groups and individuals have 

asked to take part in the concert which should be 

the usual enjoyable hour. 
 

Admission is by Lucky Programme (£1) with all 

proceeds going to Children's Hospice South West.  

 

  

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients  

 

 VOLUNTEER DRIVERS  

 

Jean Hawkins 860849  John Kiely 861545 

 Mary Clare Smith 861916   Dave Sleep 

860678 

Doreen Beer 860731       Stephen Roach 861042   

Mary Hall 860532             John Pizey 861711 

Dave Cole 860030          John Owen-Jones 841085 

(John Owen-Jones only does surgery appointments) 

 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 

 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT ONE 

OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS 

POSSIBLE. 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the 

Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 

appreciated. 

 

Donations should be given direct to the driver, who 

issues a receipt. 

 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up 

their time to help others in the community. Although 

they will do their best, they cannot always be 

available, so it may not always be possible to arrange 

a lift. 

 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk      

 

 

Bridge Closure 

This Closure was not able to proceed during the 

predicted dates.  

 It is now scheduled for 08/01/18 – 19/01/18 to avoid 

disruption over Christmas.  This is covered by the 18-

month notice period. 

From Devon Highways 
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SILVERTON & EXE VALLEY SENIORS 
                           December 2017 & January 2018 Newsletter 

 

Events & activities for the          plus 
 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS – Tuesdays 12th DEC & 9th JAN 2018 
St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton is the place between 1000 & 1130.  An opportunity to chat, take part in our 

optional quiz and raffle or book an outing.  At our December Coffee Morning there will be Mulled Wine and 

Mince Pies.  Entrance charge £1:00 includes refreshments.  Everyone most welcome 

 

MONDAY WHIST – December 11 only and then January 8 & 22 
Come and join us for a friendly afternoon playing Whist at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton at 2:00 PM.  

Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshments and a raffle ticket (you might even win a prize!).  It’s fun and keeps 

the brain cells active! 
 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS (usual Exe Valley village pick-up points)  

 

03rd DEC Royal Marines Christmas Concert   £30 

15th DEC Christmas Lunch Outing Waie Inn Zeal Monachorum £22 

  There are no outings in JAN & FEB 

14th MAR Return of the stunning musical EVITA (PM Matinee) £30 

22nd MAR A visit to and conducted tour of the Royal Mint  £20 

 

Further details of the Club’s 2018 programme will be available in the New Year and at our AGM in the Millennium 

Hall Silverton on Tuesday 20
th
 FEB commencing at 1100 following which there will be a Chees & Wine buffet. 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or would like to join the Club please contact Martin Clough Club 

Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or visit our website http//www.sevs.info for more details of our programme 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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The TCT Ltd AGM 

 
will take place on 

Wed Dec 13
th

 7.45pm 
at Thorverton WI Hut 

 
 hear about the past business year of our 

post office and the TCT Ltd community-

run newsagent/stationers shop 

 TCT Ltd’s accounts will be presented 

 the TCT Council for 2017/18 

(committee) will be elected  

 there will be a question and discussion 

time  

 

Do contact Heather Kershaw 01392 860419 

in advance please if you wish to be proposed 

for membership of the TCT Council 

 
All are welcome at the meeting but only paid-up 

TCT members can vote 

 

Please come along and show support for your 

local post office. 

 

 

 
 



Focus on Thorverton  14         Vol 48 No 11 December 2017 
 

 

Church Services and News 
DECEMBER 2017 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 3 December Advent 1 

09:30 am  Family Service    Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  A Geering 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke Chapel LF 

10:00 am  Informal Service  Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Stoke Canon  KC  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company & Toy Collection Rewe 

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore KC 

 

Sunday 10 December Advent 2  

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton  

10:00 am  Family Service & Baptism  Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

10:00 am Carol & Toy Service  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe MSS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne A Geering 

 

Sunday 17 December Advent 3 

08:30 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke KC 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon  KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

04:00 pm Nativity Pageant   Upton Pyne                               Lay Led & KC 

04:30 pm Carol Service  Poltimore  Lay Led  

05:00 pm Carol Service  Thorverton  Lay Led  

05:30 pm Carol Service   Huxham Lay Led  

06:30 pm  Carol Service   Cadbury                                     Lay Led & LF 

06:30 pm  Carol Service  Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

 

Monday 18 December 

07:00 pm  Carol Service  Netherexe KC  

 

Friday 22 December 

6:00 pm  Carol Service  Brampford Speke                    Lay Led & KC  

 

Sunday 24 December Christmas Eve   

09:30 am Advent Service including Communion   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres KC  

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church  BOF 
   Joint with Parish Church  

11:15 am Carol Service    Rewe Lay Led 

03:00 pm  Crib Service & Posada  Poltimore                                  Lay Led & KC 

04:00 pm Crib Service   Stoke Canon Lay Led   

11:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon KC & LF  

 

Monday 25 December Christmas Day  

09:30 am Family Communion  [C] Huxham KC 
   Joint Service with Poltimore  

09:30 am Family Service & Communion by Extension Thorverton                                Lay Led & LF 

10:00 am  Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  Lay Led  

10:00 am  Family Service  Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Family Service  Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

10:30 am Family Communion  [C] Rewe SS 

10:30 am Family Communion  [C] Upton Pyne                     Archdeacon of Exeter 

 

 

Sunday 31 December New Year’s Eve 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury KC 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson    BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.  For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

Parish Letter 
Season’s Greetings 

At this time of year we all find our letterboxes 

bulging, perhaps the only other time this happens is 

on a special birthday. The influx of Christmas cards 

to fill the mantelpiece will once again require a string 

to be put up in order for them all to be displayed. It 

will be slightly fuller when you receive our 

Christmas card from the Church which has all the 

Christmas services and special events listed. �   

 

But why do we send Christmas cards at all? 

 

The first person celebrated for the introduction of the 

Christmas card was Sir Henry Cole. He was in the 

elite of early Victorian social circles and had many 

friends. The introduction of the new ‘Penny Post’ 

allowed folk to send letters to friends anywhere in the 

country. With many friends however, came a 

problem. They all sent letters that required a 

response, after all, what polite Victorian gentleman 

would not reply to his correspondence! At that festive 

time, everyone was writing a letter sending greetings 

and Sir Henry was trying to figure out a way to 

respond to all these people. 

 

He hit upon an idea and invited his friend and artist 

to design a three-panelled card with a scene of a 

family enjoying a meal at a table in the centre and 

either side an image depicting people helping the 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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poor. It was printed on stiff card with a space to 

personalise the correspondence and a generic 

greeting of “A Merry Christmas and A Happy New 

Year To You.” Merry at that time was a spiritual 

word meaning "blessed" as in "merry old England". 

 

It solved his problem and he sold copies to others to 

enable them to reply with ease as well. The first 

Christmas Card.  

 

Since that time, Christmas cards have become one of 

the joys of the season, a chance to catch up with 

family and touch base with friends that live near and 

far. 

 

In many ways, the sending of a card has echoes of the 

story of the first Christmas.  

God, who loves the world and wants to be connected 

to people, sent messages in the form of prophets and 

leaders over the years, letters if you like. Although 

the people would initially respond, they would soon 

forget and rush on with life.  

 

At Christmas, God does something new, something 

colourful and different. He sends a child, a real life 

person. God with skin on, to bring a message of hope 

and blessing. A new way of showing His love. 

Despite the fact that Jesus was born over 2000 years 

ago, this story is still told and remembered. A 

reminder to us all that God sent his greetings all those 

years ago and is still sending his greetings at 

Christmas, his message of love.  

 

Perhaps you can make some time over the next few 

weeks to reply to his correspondence. 

 

A Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year to you. 

 

Rev Katie Cross 

. 

Baptist Church 

The greatest story ever told... 

The Christmas story, of course! 'Almighty God, give 

us grace that we may cast away the works of 

darkness and put upon us the armour of light, now in 

the time of this mortal life, in which thy son Jesus 

Christ came to visit us in great humility.' It is a story 

of shepherds and angels, of a holy child and wise 

men, of a closed inn door but hearts open to the new-

born King. It took place two thousand years ago yet 

comes afresh to our hearts every time we hear it at 

the approach of this Christmas season. 

 

But it didn't start with a miraculous birth in a manger. 

Hundreds of years before Mary and Joseph made 

their historic journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 

many prophetic voices had spoken to the Jewish 

people of a Saviour who was to come. Among these 

was the prophet Isaiah, who confidently foretold a 

very special birth: 'Unto us a child is born, unto us a 

son is given... and his name shall be called... the 

Prince of Peace.' 

And yet neither before the angelic proclamation of 

'Peace on earth, good will to men' nor since has there 

been anything approaching full peace in this world of 

ours. It is true that in the Roman province where 

Jesus was born there was relative peace, or at least 

stability most of the time, but ironically this was a 

peace imposed by war, by the presence of the 

empire's legions ready to intervene at the first sign of 

unrest. So what can the Bible mean when it speaks of 

peace? The Prayer Book refers to a peace that the 

world cannot give, a peace in the heart despite 

outward circumstances and a peace in relationships. 

That is the way we must follow. 

There is abundant evidence to demonstrate that the 

Christian faith leads men and women to peace. 

Unfortunately such eloquent witnesses are often 

drowned out by the strident tones of the militant so-

called New Atheists. Everybody knows about the 

efforts of a Dawkins to demolish Christianity but the 

opinions of the real experts are less well known. 

Here for example is the conclusion of Professor 

Andrew Sims, a former President of the Royal 

College of Psychiatrists and author of 'Is Faith 

Delusional?': 
 

'The advantageous effect of religious belief and 

spirituality on mental and physical health is one of 

the best-kept secrets in psychiatry and medicine 

generally. If the findings of the huge volume of 

research on this topic had gone in the opposite 

direction and it had been found that religion 

damages your mental health it would have been 

front-page news in every newspaper in the land.' 

 

As we believers prepare for Christmas let us remind 

ourselves that by exercising faith in the historic 

Christian gospel and the Prince of Peace we are not 

throwing our intellect out of the window. 

Maurice Harrison 
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request? 

If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday  between 
10.00 and 12 noon when I will be happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd - supporting   Thorverton Post Office         
In this Christmas shopping season we hope that 

before you head off elsewhere, you will visit us to 

buy your charity Christmas cards, wrapping materials 

and use the post office for ALL of your posting 

needs. There are many other services available at the 

post office as you know and lots of you use it 

regularly as a bank, to pay bills, top up phones and 

much more. 

 

TCT Ltd continues to support the post office here 

financially and relies heavily on membership 

subscriptions and donations so if you are not one of 

this year’s c.175 TCT members yet, please contact 

me or ask for a form at the post office ASAP. We 

also rely on our newspaper and stationery customers 

of course to keep the business afloat and help us 

make enough to support the post office’s needs. 

 

The TCT AGM will take place on Wed December 

13th 7.45 pm at the WI Hut so please come along to 

hear about how things are going and how you can 

support YOUR post office and newsagent shop even 

more. We need a couple of new people on our 

council/committee so please consider if you could 

help with that even if it’s only by attending a few 

meetings and sharing ideas. Previous council 

members are willing to stand for another year but we 

do need new blood. 

 

We are always looking for more helpers at the TCT 

shop so if you are able to be a paper unpacker and 

seller or help us in other ways with stock 

management, cleaning, building maintenance and 

other needs from time to time, then please contact me 

(Heather Kershaw) or other members of our  

TCT Council (committee) : Royston Kershaw, Jan 

Hamilton, Steve Rendell, Allison Toogood  

or ask at the post office.                                       

 

Having another young person available to work on 

Sat or Sun mornings from time to time would be very 

useful or an older person even! We’re not fussy as 

long as you can do the job efficiently and smile! 

 

Thank you to all our hard-working volunteers and 

TCT staff and also of course to our excellent post 

office team. 

 

We hope to see you again in the shop very soon. We 

have some lovely Christmas cards so do come to buy 

from our charity range as well as posting all you can 

at our post office branch. 

 

 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd 

Chair and Company Secretary                                

 

Jan Hamilton              07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 

 
 

Women’s Institute    
    

 November 2017  

Sylv Gregory was welcomed to our last meeting.  

Sylv demonstrated her creative skills in modelling 

marzipan into fruits.  

 

 Everyone enjoyed a fun afternoon moulding small 

balls of marzipan into required shapes with varying 

degrees of success.  

 

 Sylv used her expertise and patience to ensure 

everyone went home with a selection of recognizable 

marzipan fruits. 

Judy Bright 
 

 

Recipe 
 

Christmas Fruit salad, for 4 – 6 people  
2 russet apples 

2 pears 

2 bananas, 8oz (200g) each,  

Some of your saved frozen raspberries and 

blackberries.  

Grapes if liked 

Juice of an orange or lemon 

Tablespoon of Devon honey 

 

Wash the apples and pears, peel, core and slice into a 

serving bowl. Sprinkle with the orange or lemon 

juice and gently stir in a tablespoon of Devon honey. 

Add the berries, halves of seeded grapes if liked, and 

serve once the frozen fruit has thawed. 

 
Paul Cleave 
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Poetry  
Did they know? 
 
The moon's clear face was bright 

In the cold and sparkling air, 

Iced hard, were ploughed furrows, 

As the fox crept to her lair 

Wherein the family waited, 

For her warmth's return; 

Nestled 'neath the ivy leaves 

(Human eyes could not discern,) 

A lone red breasted robin, 

Beneath the cowshed eaves. 

 

Near the top of a great pine tree, 

A squirrel tucked away 

Wrapping his tail around his head, 

Real cosy in his drey. 

Rabbits in warrens, safe and snug, 

The dormouse in her nest; 

The moon shone over all,  

Christmas Eve was at its best. 

Fir trees were frost encrusted,  

Bells pealed to greet the dawn; 

Did all these wild creatures sense, 

That their maker blessed this morn? 

Doreen Beer 

 

Legal Eagle 
 
This month, a cautionary tale for dog owners. Kay 

Benstead and Anne Finnie were friends, ex-

colleagues and fellow dog walkers. In February 2012 

Kay was walking her cockapoodle named Freya and 

Annie was walking her three year old Alsatian, Lily. 

During the walk they decided to stop for a drink. 

Annie thrust Lily’s lead into Kay’s hand whilst she 

went to buy the drinks. The loop tightened around 

Kay’s fingers  and Lily began to strain at the lead; the 

weight and force of the dog was too great and Kay 

fell over. 

 

Kay blamed Annie for her injuries and brought a 

claim in negligence seeking damages for the injuries 

suffered, a broken hip and arm. At trial, reports 

suggest that Annie’s legal team raised two defences, 

namely consent and contributory negligence. The 

first, if successful would provide a complete defence, 

whereas the latter would result in the reduction of 

any damages payable to Kay. 

 

The defence of consent (volenti non fit injuria-no 

harm can be done to a willing person) requires that 

the person alleged to have consented did so 

voluntarily, and with full knowledge of the risk of 

injury. The defendant must show that the claimant 

knew of the risks to which their conduct exposed 

them. In her damages claim Kay said that Anne had 

not asked her to take the dog and if she had, she 

would have refused. In rejecting the volenti defence 

the judge said “I find that Lily’s lead had simply 

been thrust into Mrs Benstead’s hand without any 

prior discussion” the judge continued, “she did not 

tell the dog to sit or stay.” Clearly the judge felt that 

there was no opportunity for Kay to appreciate the 

risk and to decide whether or not she was prepared to 

consent to it. 

 

The defence of contributory negligence is governed 

by the provisions of the Law Reform (Contributory 

Negligence) Act 1945 and it is, in effect, a partial 

defence which, if successful will lead to a reduction 

in the damages which must be paid by the defendant 

to the claimant. Essentially, in order to establish the 

defence, the defendant must prove that the claimant 

acted carelessly. This will be held to be the case, if 

the claimant is partly to blame for the accident in 

which they are injured, or puts himself in a 

dangerous position  which exposes him to the risk of 

involvement in the accident in which he is harmed, or 

does not increase the risk of injury, but his failure to 

take reasonable care for his own safety increases the 

extent of the injury suffered. 

 

Annie’s legal team sought to argue that Kay should 

have let go of the lead immediately she felt it 

tightening around her fingers. In failing to do so she 

failed to have due regard for her own safely. The 

judge in rejecting the defence said that Mrs Benstead 

was at no fault whatsoever in not immediately letting 

go of the lead which had wrapped around her fingers; 

“I don’t think that she can properly be criticised for 

not relaxing her grip on the lead in the agony of the 

moment, even if she had been able to do so.” 

 

The judge found that Mrs Finnie was negligent in the 

way that she handed over the dog’s lead without first 

checking that Mrs Benstead was comfortable with it. 

Damages in the sum of £115,000 were awarded to 

Annie and I assume that an order for costs will have 

been made in her favour. 

 

One hopes for Kay’s sake that she has public liability 

insurance to cover all, or at least some, of the 

damages which she has been ordered to pay. 

 
 

Clive Hamblin 
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Remembrance Sunday 12
th
 November 2017 

The Parish and Baptist Churches of Thorverton and Cadbury celebrated a combined Remembrance Service at 

Thorverton Parish Church as a tribute to the fallen and wounded of two World Wars and all Armed Conflicts. 

 

Rev. Maurice Harrison conducted the Service with both the Thorverton and Cadbury Choirs in attendance. The 

Royal British Legion Standard Bearer was Alex Fice and the Bugler James Meredith. 

 

Outside at the War Memorial at 11am the Act of Remembrance and the National Two Minute Silence was 

observed.  Roy Baker – Royal British Legion, Catrina Fursdon - Cadbury and Stella O’Higgins - Women’s Institute 

laid wreaths. 

 

Special thanks to Stella and her family for the refreshments after the service at the Exeter Inn in memory of her 

mother Barbara O’Higgins. 
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“Remembrance” - Monday 13
th
 November 2017 

 
On Monday the 13

th
 November at 11am the teachers and the children of Thorverton Primary School attended a 

short service at the village War Memorial to observe the National Two Minute Silence in memory of all those who 

gave their lives fighting for their country. Rev. Katie Cross took the service and the bugler was James Meredith. 

 

The Standard Bearer for the School was Rebecca Eyles and Alex Fice for the RBL. Amelia Crebo read the Kohima 

Epitaph. Wreaths were laid at the War Memorial by all three classes: (class 1) George Martin, (class 2) Brent 

Courage, (class 3) Lucy Wells. Henry Squire and Ollie Coe then read out all twenty-two names and small 

individual wooden crosses were laid to honor them. Afterwards at the school some branch members were kindly 

invited to a War time dinner. 
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Visit to Malawi 
In the Summer I went to Malawi with my school 

to the village of Mtunthama. St Peter’s C of E 

have been supporting this village for 17 years. 

Whilst there I helped in the Orphanage, 

Kindergarten and Hospital.  

We were able to take old clothes, sports equipment and toys for 

the villagers. Thorverton Football Club kindly donated two old 

football strips which I presented to two local football teams. The players were very grateful and asked me to thank 

the Football Club.  

 

I also visited Lake Malawi and went on a two day Safari in Zambia. 

Katherine Harget  

 

Football Club 

 

 

The First XI plays in Division 2 of the Devon and Exeter League.  At the time of writing, the team lies just 12
th
 of 

15 in that division, however, Thorverton has games in hand over almost every other team thanks to the diversion of 

a cup run.  In the Devon Senior Cup the Thors won their second round match 10-1 against Liverton and in the third 

round they beat Bampton 5-2 (Bampton are currently top of Division 2).  Support the team on Saturday 2
nd

 

December when they are at home against Sidmouth Seconds (who play in Division 1) in the fourth round Football 

Club 
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Renovation of Hulk Lane 
 

 

photos by John Spivey 
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Where in Thorverton? 
 

I have been pleased to receive feedback from several 

people that they are finding the Where in Thorverton 

competition, which featured on the back cover of 

November's Focus, to be a suitable challenge. You 

have until 18th December to get your answers to me, 

using the map on page 23 of the November edition 

(or contact me for a map if you need one).  It may be 

that a score in the early 20s could be a winning score, 

so don't worry if you can't get every one. 

 

I am sorry to say that, to my great surprise, the 

feature of photo 6 has been replaced, albeit by a very 

similar feature, but in a slightly darker green colour 

(no more clues).  I have also included here a rather 

larger, and I hope clearer, picture of number 19 (the 

date is 1710).  I hope that this helps! 

 

Ed 

 

 

 

Trench welfare 
My son has just come back from a school visit to the 

First World War battlefields in Belgium. He learnt 

about what happened on the first Christmas Day 

when British and German soldiers along many parts 

of the battle line left their positions and entered No-

mans land together.  They played football, shared 

drinks and socialized.  Following this remarkable 

event unfortunately they then returned to their 

trenches and recommenced the fighting. 

 

Despite the disappointing ending, the story is a mark 

of the power and opportunities that Christmas brings.  

It is a time when we can all reach out, change 

engrained behaviours, look to foster new friendships 

and/or patch up older relationships where required.  

There is now a lot of evidence about the enormous 

health benefits of using coordinated social networks 

in communities.  The knowledge that someone is 

there and can be approached if needed is very 

powerful.  Our Bertie delivery service is a great link 

between the surgery and our less mobile patients.  As 

well as delivering medication it also offers that 

regular contact, a reference point in a patient’s week 

when they know someone will be knocking on their 

door – it can be more therapeutic than the actual  

 

 

medication being delivered.  The same can be said of 

good neighbours and strong communities.  Knowing 

that help is only a knock on the door or a quick 

phone call away relieves a lot of otherwise very 

understandable anxiety for the vulnerable, the elderly 

and those living on their own.  Often we think we 

know who these people might be however that is not 

always the case.    

 

Social events at Christmas give us all the chance to 

get out of any trenches we might have found 

ourselves in and hopefully give a leg up to others 

who find it more difficult to get up and out. The 

Friends of Wyndham House coordinate a group of 

volunteers to help reach out to anyone who might 

benefit from a hand to reintroduce themselves into 

the community.  We are very fortunate in having 

many social activities on offer in our villages from 

walking & talking though to knitting and quilting. If 

during the festive season you think that yourself, a 

friend or someone you reconnect with might benefit 

from some help to link them back into some regular 

social contacts then please contact the Friends via the 

surgery so we can pass on the details to the 

coordinator. 

 

Wyndham House wishes everyone a happy, peaceful 

and sociable Christmas. 

 

Anthony O’Brien, GP Wyndham House Surgery 
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TARTS News 

 
 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

Recent walks: - 

 

Saturday 28
th
 October. 

 

Local geology was the central theme of our 7 ½ mile 

walk led by Mike Stannard. Mike had thoroughly 

researched the area beforehand and I’ve drawn on 

much of his research for this article. 

 

We started from the car park at Kentisbeare where 

the rolling red farmland dates from the Permian 

Triasic period, and climbed past Saint Hill to 

Blackborough Common, comprised of Cretaceous 

Greensand (1). The vegetation clearly marked the 

difference between the two soils and we took an 

opportunity there to stop for coffee, where Jenny 

spotted a Yellow Line Quaker moth. From here we 

passed briefly through a beech wood before picking 

up a minor ridge road to Sheldon Hill. As we 

followed this delightful road for about a mile, we 

came across a little fenced area of woodland 

encompassing a cross and a bench, with a little sign 

saying ‘Christopher’s bluebell wood’. Clearly 

intending to be a tribute of some sort, we can find 

nothing on the internet to suggest who Christopher 

might be, or why this little tribute was built for him. 

We would love to know if anyone can enlighten us, 

We then headed down to the hamlet of 

Bodmiscombe. Intending to pass through on our 

quest for the lunch stop, several TARTS were rather 

taken with the sweet smell of silage, so much so that 

on meeting the farmer they couldn’t help but mention 

it. Such random encounters can sometimes be 

incredible opportunities and he was most delighted to 

talk to us about the local area, and about the Garnsey 

family from whom he acquired the farm. He told us 

about Garnesy’s Tower built by the family, which is 

now sadly a ruin. Naturally we wanted to see said 

tower so we given directions as to how to visit it on 

our route, Garnsey’s tower was built as a shelter in 

the 19
th
 century for local whetstone miners.  It is not 

clearly marked on the ordnance survey map and so 

was a  bit of a scramble to find, but a thoroughly 

interesting addition to the walk.  

 

The mining of Whetstone was a huge 

local industry until around the 1890’s, 

with the goods being distributed at home 

and abroad to sharpen sythes and 

sickles. 

 

From here we headed to the north of 

Blackborough where we stopped for 

lunch at the site of All Saints Parish 

church. The church was built in 1838 by 

George Francis Wyndham, the 4th Earl 

of Egremont, an ex-Royal Naval captain 

who also appears to have suffered a 

mania for grandiose building. It was 

demolished in the 1990’s for being 

structurally unsound (2), although our 

conversation with the farmer at 

Bodmiscombe suggests it was not as 

unsound as was reported. Nonetheless it 

provided a perfect spot to enjoy lunch, 

before heading north west to Blackborough House. 

The house was built by the 4
th
 Earl in 1838 and has a 

colourful history. It’s 60 rooms has been a hostel for 

vagrants, conscientious objectors and also a youth 

hostel. Most recent it has been the home of an 

amateur sports car driver who has used it as a vehicle 

breakers yard (3). Now completely fenced off and 

descending into ruin, it has the air of a Dickens 

novel, and I was quite prepared to find Miss 

Haversham gazing out of an upstairs window.   

The last stretch of the walk was along footpaths and 

country lanes for some welcome refreshment at the 

Wyndham Arms. 

1)http://www.devon.gov.uk/geo-blackborough-

common.pdf 

2) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackborough,_Devon 

3) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackborough_House 

 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/geo-blackborough-common.pdf
http://www.devon.gov.uk/geo-blackborough-common.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackborough,_Devon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackborough_House
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11
th
 November Silverton 

 

The leader this time, Jerry, decided to break with the 

tradition of the 9.30am start to allow for those with 

morning activities in the village, such as the Saturday 

market, to join in after lunch with a short walk of just 

over 3 miles around the footpaths, lanes and tracks of 

Silverton. As the weather for the 2.00pm meeting 

time at Thorverton Church was decidedly on the 

damp side the leader was astounded to be greeted by 

12 other walkers 'up for it'!  

We welcomed a new participant in James Carver, 

following Graeme's promotion of the 

walk on the Nextdoor-Thorverton 

website.  

 

Once in the car park at Silverton we 

donned our waterproofs, with Neville 

declining the loan of a pair of 

waterproof gaiters (a move I think 

maybe later he was to regret!). We 

followed the footpaths up to the high 

point above and to the East of the 

village where we should have enjoyed 

some wonderful views over the Exe 

valley and beyond, but sadly we had a 

somewhat drizzly & diminished view. 

Undeterred we returned down to the 

village edge and to the road and tracks 

to the South. An offer was made to the 

gallant gathering to forego the next 

planned foray as it was not the most 

glamorous, circumnavigating the 

sewage works! Offer declined and 

onwards through a rather muddy cow 

field that ensured everybody was filthy 

from the ground up, especially 

Scrumpy and Pebbles! We 

reached the relative enjoyment of 

the hard surface of the road and 

headed back, only for this luxury 

to be short lived as we went down 

a green lane to Channons Farm, 

but before they knew it we were 

back in the village. We decided 

not to give the Church cleaners a 

task and avoided an internal 

inspection of St Mary's. Back to 

the cars with just a large job for 

the washing machines of 

Thorverton. 

  

Future walks: 

9
th
 December – led  by Jenny 

 

All walks meet opposite the 

church at 0930, and are suitable 

for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter walks are 

usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 

miles, however precise details of each walk (length, 

gradient, lunch information etc) will be displayed 

approximately a week before the walk in the Old Post 

Office Window and on the village notice board. If 

you would like to be included on the email list 

contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203).  

 

              Photos by Caroline Prince
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Nature Notes 
 

This time of year our resident birds become more 

conspicuous due to leaf loss in our hedges and 

gardens. This is the theme of my writing this time 

plus another interesting insect sighting report. 

 

Local News 

After a couple of weeks of empty bird feeders I re-

filled them on 22
nd

 October and retreated to the 

conservatory to see which birds would turn up. 

Within five minutes a flock of long-tailed tits arrived 

immediately followed by a blue tit, great tit and 

marsh tit. This mixed flock will do a continuous 

circuit of its territory. The flock stayed for five 

minutes before moving off but the marsh tit 

remained. It took a peanut away and was back very 

quickly and within an impossible time to eat the nut 

so it was obviously caching. It did this many times 

and was still at it when the flock returned 15 minutes 

later. With the flock this time was a coal tit and this 

bird also began caching food. November 14
th
 was a 

good day for observing birds, there seemed to be so 

much activity. Looking out from the bedroom 

window I noticed a hen bullfinch taking seed from 

dog rose hips and then a great spotted woodpecker 

flew down to the base of the sallow tree and spent at 

least five minutes searching for insects among the 

fissures in the bark. Many other birds were milling 

about in and around the tree. It is often the case that 

the appearance of a woodpecker seems to attract the 

attention of small birds. Later on I watched birds at 

our feeders and noticed nearby two goldfinches were 

clinging to evening primrose stems and eating the 

seeds. That’s a new food item to add to the list of 

what goldfinches eat. The nyger seed feeder only has 

two perches and often other goldfinches are sat in the 

cherry tree queuing in a disorderly fashion for a 

perch to become free.                    

Not So Local News           
In October my sister found another unusual insect, 

one of a type of bug called squash-bugs. Squash bugs 

are similar to shield bugs. The squash bug was a 

western conifer seed-bug that inhabits conifer woods. 

This is another insect that comes across from the 

continent in variable numbers but is thought to now 

be resident in some parts of England. It also turns up 

from time to time in moth traps although I have never 

trapped one. It has a zigzag pattern across its 

forewings, rather geometric and art deco looking for 

something that is of nature rather than man-made.               

 

A to Z  Grass Snake  

I can’t end the letter G without mentioning the grass 

snake. Regular readers will probably remember my 

discussions of the grass snake that inhabited our 

fishpond during the spring and summer months and 

was often spied taking away our goldfish. She would 

bask in sunshine on the pond coping stones (made by 

Thorverton Stone). Sadly she did not appear this year 

so the goldfish got a reprieve. I still had sightings of 

grass snakes in the garden this year but nothing like 

the size of our big friendly female. Here is a 

photograph of one I found sunbathing on our garden 

path in June. I had to walk around the snake at a good 

distance to reach the house to fetch a camera and 

returned to find the snake in exactly the same place. 

This time of year grass snakes will be in hibernation 

in hollow logs or piles of twigs, brushwood etc.  

 

Last Words 

It will be interesting to see what turns up for next 

month’s article as we start the lean months for our 

wildlife but I will be writing about the hare in the A 

to Z. 

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Conifer  

Seed Bug 

Picture Angie  

Delve 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  27         Vol 48 No 11 December 2017 
 

 

History Society  

Belgian refugees in Devon during the Great War 

Ciaran Stoker MA ( pictured above) 

Photo by Barrie Phillips 
The evening started with our chair Barrie announcing 

that some local history research was to be done and 

anyone interested in getting involved should contact 

Graham Wills or Rob Turner. Our initial project is 

likely to be an update of a document written nearly 

20 years on industries in Thorverton and add 

photographs and maps. 

 

Going back to 1914 Ciaran told us that when 

Belgium was invaded 250,000 Belgians came to the 

UK. It remains the largest ever migrant movement to 

the UK and every country was expected to play its 

part. 

 

A lot of the research on the subject was done by 

volunteers at the South West Heritage Trust using 

material from government publications, newspapers, 

personal correspondence and photographs. 

 

The Devon County War Refugee Committee was 

formed in 1914 and was chaired by Earl Hugh 

Fortecue. Their offices were in Southernhay West, 

Exeter. There was also an Exeter branch chaired by 

the mayor James Owen.  However, there were 

disputes between the City and County committees. 

 

Miss Clara Andrews travelled extensively around the 

county trying to raise more money and get people to 

take in more refugees. She was a difficult head strong 

lady and her expenditure on travel in the South West 

caused some concern. 

 

Alice Clapp was involved with the Exeter committee 

and kept a log book for the purpose of tracking 

people, organizing accommodation and provisions. 

There was an ever present fear that some of the 

refugees might be spies. 

 

The refugees were often extended families including 

their domestic staff, men, women, young and old and 

a diverse workforce that included fishermen, 

businessmen and agricultural workers. Over 50% 

were under 20 years old so school places were 

needed. However, this could be difficult because of 

the language differences. 

 

Accommodation was needed and properties around 

the county were loaned for this use. In Bampton one 

building housed 16 people including 11 children. 

There were problems when it was found that one of 

the men was working on a tug boat in London and 

not a nearby quarry and earning more money than 

declared. The family was relocated to London. 

 

A family in Ottery St Mary consisted of husband and 

wife plus 3 children. He had been gassed in the war 

but was a keen gardener and grew many vegetables 

for local consumption. This family remained after the 

war and their children married into British families. 

 

Other families returned to Belgium after the war. A 

Belgian family stayed with a local farming family at 

South Brent but returned home when it was safe to 

do so but continued to stay in contact with their host 

family. 

 

Repatriation started in January 1919 and ran for a 

period of 6 months. The flow back was via London 

with many farewell ceremonies. Refugee committees 

were closed but during their existence there had been 

much fundraising through fetes, concerts, plays and 

parades. Strain had been put on transport and 

railways as well as the logistics of daily life with 

much hardship for many on both sides. 

 

There had been problems with different languages 

and religions and differing elements of Belgian 

society had problems integrating. There was some 

discontent where Belgian men of military age were 

not involved in the military and the war. In Brixham 

the fishermen got on very well with their fellow 

fishermen from Belgium, many of whom had 

managed to bring fishing boats with them. Fishermen 

were excused army service. 

We ended on a local note from Ian Stoyle who 

produced a newspaper cutting from 1915. Mr 

Huggins of Canns Farm, Raddon had loaned a large 

house in Bullen Street, Thorverton to Belgian 

refugees. Furniture had been loaned by other 

parishioners and a local committee organized weekly 

fundraising collections to be made to provide them 

with money. 

 
Robert Turner       
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Thorverton Cycle Rides No. 10: Hulke Lane, Thorverton  

 

This route concludes my series of ten rides, which I will list below in case any of you might want to dig one out and 

have a try one fine day.  This one is the only one wholly within the parish and it features Hulke Lane, newly opened 

as a bridleway.  If you follow my suggested route between Berrysbridge and the bottom – south-western end - of 

Hulke Lane, the track may well be muddy, perhaps even impassable for bicycles after a very wet spell. The 

alternative would be to cycle out along School Lane to the bottom of Hulke Lane. 

 

Go up Bullen Street and follow the road round and out of the village towards Berrysbridge.  At Berrysbridge the 

road goes round a sharp right bend; instead take the track on the left.  After about 300 yards this brings you out 

onto the “main” Thorverton to Brampford Speke Road near to Yellowford Farm.  Turn right for a few yards and 

then left up Hulke Lane.  Enjoy the views from the top across towards Silverton and Killerton and back towards 

Dartmoor.  

   

It is hard to believe that this was, until a few years ago, a 

serviceable road – the Thorverton by-pass no less, if you 

happened to be living in Brampford Speke.  TABSCAP has 

done some great work this year to stabilise the land, put in 

drainage and 

reopen the road 

as a bridleway.  

Carry along 

through the 

woods, under 

the old railway 

bridge and 

eventually out to the road near to the cricket ground.  

 

Turn left up Silver Street back into Thorverton.  You might want to 

end your ride there, but I do recommend a small addition, turning 

right at the green to go up Jericho Street.  The road flattens out a 

little, but then steepens 

again to the top, above 

Bidwell Cross.  Turn 

left at Bidwell Cross 

and left at the next 

junction by Ford 

Meadow Farm.  This 

will bring you back to 

the Thorverton Arms. 

 

 

Cycle rides in this series (available to view on 

“thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com”), all in 2017: 

1. Sweetham (Newton St Cyres station and pub)  January  

2. Chilton and Fursdon     February  

3. Stoke Canon and Columbjohn   March  

4. Brampford Speke (via Efford and Shute)  April 

5. Poltimore      May 

6. Exe Estuary      June 

7. Cheriton Fitzpaine     September 

8. Killerton      October 

9. Brampford Speke and Stoke Canon   November 

10. Hulke Lane, Thorverton    December             

Neville Lane 
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The Garden in December  
 

Last year, the weather was fairly dry until December 

but this year it has been wet from September 

onwards. This makes garden clearance more difficult 

when dealing with saturated soil conditions. More 

damage can be done to soil if trodden on when wet, 

so assess your own garden for the amount of 

structural damage to the soil that might be incurred. 

Be aware that your grass will also suffer from too 

much wear and tear this time of year and, if in doubt, 

wait until the conditions dry out a little.  

 

So, Neville, you can put your feet up for a bit once 

you have tidied your garden shed and cleaned up 

your greenhouse!! (My feet are up already, thank you 

Lorraine – Ed) Make sure you use warm, soapy 

water to clean the windows and dry them carefully to 

prevent the glass being smeared. 

 

 If you are overwintering any plants in the 

greenhouse, it is helpful to have some fleece easily to 

hand so that  you can throw this over them if the 

temperature drops suddenly. Roots in plant pots are 

more vulnerable than roots in the ground to 

temperature drop. Do not, however, forget to remove 

the fleece as soon as the temperature warms up as 

plants can sweat or become too hot and then less 

resistant to temperature changes. 

 

After so much exertion, Neville, you are allowed to 

relax and try your hand at the Christmas quiz. A glass 

of punch and one of Jane’s delicious mince pies will 

help you work out the clues. Good Luck!  

 

…………..The quiz this year is a brain teaser, 12 

cryptic clues for plants big or small that you will 

either find in the house or out in the garden over the 

Christmas period, all the names are well known. 

 

1. Keep your feet warm this winter, you don’t 

want to miss  any of these. 

 

2. Closing our bridge is unhelpful. Closing this 

bridge  shut down a Devon town. 

 

3. Two in one go, watched regularly on TV. 

 

4. A very matter of fact summer flower. 

 

5. Looking good in winter and, if your toes are 

pinching, could be one of these. 

 

6. Gentlemen, if you eat too much at Christmas, 

you will like this. 

 

7. This Mary cooks but don’t cook with this 

ruddy one. 

 

8. A name from down under but said with a 

splutter. 

 

9. If it says baa, it will give you a clue. 

 

10. Settle yourself down but don’t touch the 

sharp end of the needle. 

 

11. Hope you don’t meet any of these at a party 

or you will fall asleep. 

 

12. A lady from another continent. 

 

All answers to be sent to Focus c/o Neville Lane 

before Christmas day and a  prize for the first correct 

answers drawn out of the hat. Prize winner and 

correct answers  to be announced early 2018 Well, 

Neville, it just behoves me to say, don’t forget to 

order your seeds if you enjoy looking through the 

catalogues and to wish all our readers a very happy 

Christmas and New Year. 
 

                           Happy gardening 

                                        Lorraine  

                            Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

 

 

Rainfall Record  
October was a relatively dry month.  Gus 

Christianson recorded just 31mm of rainfall (not 

much more than an inch) in his garden in Silver 

Street. This was little more than one-third of the ten-

year average.  Over that ten-year period, October, 

November and December have been the wettest 

months in Thorverton, so this October was a little 

unusual. The recorded rainfall in October was spread 

over 30 separate days, so it was a case of several 

days with a little rainfall but very few days with any 

great quantity.       

 

Neville Lane 
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 School News 
From Thorverton School Newsletter 

 

Pet photo of the month 
 

Rosie and Bluey (Cindy, Rob and Gabriel Flatt’s cats) photographed by Mike Stannard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like your pet(s) to appear in Focus, please send in a picture – Ed. 
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Adverts 
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Kevin Sussex 

 
PAINTER 

AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
07919950222 
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 
or 0797 617 
5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day 

Breakfast and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 

 

 

 

   



Focus on Thorverton  41         Vol 48 No 11 December 2017 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  42         Vol 48 No 11 December 2017 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  43         Vol 48 No 11 December 2017 
 

 

 

 

J’s  
Maintenance, Landscaping  

and Small Building Works 

01363 83088 or 07783 060072 

Email: johntharme@btinternet.com 

Call for a free quote 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service 

Also alterations undertaken 

 

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing 

Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Thursdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. 

Email: curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

  

Logs For Sale 

 

 £75 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Nick Bright 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Georgia Cameron; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon  
        Treasurer: Peter Stevens.  Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 

 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Vice Chair: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. 
Meetings: For details of meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman  and Secretary: Paul Webb,  07944533372. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30 am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 17.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call, for emergencies only, on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 
 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2017 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise  

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 

 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

Dec 11
 and 

27
th 

(Wed)     Dec 4
th
 and 18

th
 

Jan 9
th
 (Tues) and 22

nd
     Jan 3

rd
 (Wed), 15

th
 and 29

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates  2017:   ; 14
th
 December. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in December 
None  

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10 

from Latchmore Green. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.10 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (this is the 155 service), 18.10  

                      from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

                                                        16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10  

                   from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (this is the 155 service), 

                                                     17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2017/18 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

  

Details of most of these events are in Focus, usually in the Notices Section. 

 

DECEMBER 

Fri 1
st
   Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00.   

Sat 2
nd

 
  

Christmas Tree lighting  followed by Children’s Disco, Memorial Hall, 5.30pm 

Mon 4
th
  SFH Supporters Club Christmas Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.15 for eyes down at 8pm.  

Tues 5
th
   WI Open Meeting, WI Hut, 2.30pm.  

Fri 8
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm (no meeting on 22

nd
 though) 

Fri 8
th   

School Fair 2.30pm 

Sat 9
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall 9.30-11.00 am  

Tues 12
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Wed 13
th
 Christmas Bingo, Memorial Hall  

Wed 13
th  

TFT Ltd AGM WI Hut 7.45pm 

Sat, 16
th
            WI Market  WI Hut  (Change of Date) 

Sun 17
th
  Christmas Carol Service at the Parish Church, 5pm.  Refreshments will be served afterwards. 

Sun 24
th
  Joint Churches Christmas Carol Service, Baptist Church, 11am 

 

JANUARY 

Fri 5
th
   Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00.   

Tues 9
th
  Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 12
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm 

Fri 26
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm 

Fri 26
th
  History Society, AGM followed by Graham Wills – Pinkery Pond and Simonsbath Canal (an 

Exmoor enigma), WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 27
th
  WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

 

APRIL 

Thurs 19
th
 to  TADS presents “Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure” by James Barry, Memorial Hall, 7:30pm nightly. 

Sat 21
st
 (NB revised dates) 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Summer Memories 

From Raddon Top (above) and Upcott Barton (below) 

Photos by Mike Stannard 


