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Editorial 
Happy New Year!  Unusually, by the time that you 

read this we will be into January: for the first time in 

more than twelve years we will not have had Focus 

on sale by the last working day of the month (not that 

I can recall too clearly what a working day is any 

longer, but that is another matter).  I hope that you 

can forgive us that, but it did seem only fair to give 

our new printers a few days off between Christmas 

and the New Year.  (We saw no need for such 

fairness when Peter Mason and Barrie Phillips were 

printing for us!)  We also have a slightly thinner than 

usual Focus because our reporters were allowed 

some time off over Christmas.  Don’t worry, I will be 

cracking the whip that bit harder as we get things 

going again in 2018.   

 

Before I do that – and rather more seriously - I 

should like to thank all those who go to make Focus 

what it is. We have several people who contribute 

articles or photos every month.  That is quite a 

commitment that they take on voluntarily, and I am 

grateful to them.  I must also include our small 

editorial team of Eileen Mason and Fiona Harrison, 

who do so much to pull the magazine together each 

month; and our Treasurer and Advertising Secretary, 

Bob Swaffield and Maggie Dunlop respectively, who 

do so much to ensure that we are kept on a sound 

financial footing (the Editor being a bit carefree over 

such matters, as my dear wife can attest).  It doesn’t 

stop at that.  We also have the shop, TCT and Farm 

Shop, all of which sell Focus for us; and those who 

deliver to subscribers.  Thank you all. 

  

 

Turning back to the village more generally, I thought 

that the Christmas trees, lights and decorations were 

looking good around the village again.  Well done to 

those of you who make that extra effort to make the 

village look at its best. 

 

I am sure that many of you will want to know 

whether the bridge will be closed in January.  Well, 

as we go to press the forecast is quite firm about 

closure for two weeks from 8
th
 January (see page 2), 

so I have no reason to expect any slippage on that.  

“Bristol” John and Geoff Bulley have very 

generously offered to give lifts to those needing them 

during the closure period, so do make contact with 

them if necessary (see page 2 again). 

 

I was very pleased to receive some entries to my 

Where in Thorverton competition, which might 

encourage me to set another in the spring.  It was 

good to know that it kept a few of you busy with your 

eyes open around Thorverton over the past month or 

two.  Unfortunately a lapse by the Editor in putting 

together Lorraine Colebrook’s competition in the 

December edition made that almost impossible for 

anyone to complete.  I am, therefore, reprinting the 

competition (on page 21), so please have a go.  

Entries to me by 19
th
 January please. 

 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Thorverton 
Memorial Hall  

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 
 

A HAPPY AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR TO ALL 

 

A review of 2017 at the Memorial Hall and a peek 

into 2018 

 

It is always a pleasure for members of the hall 

committee to witness the hall being enjoyably used 

by local groups or individuals.  The last two Saturday 

Markets and Big Breakfasts are a case in point: then 

the hall was crowded (even over-crowded) with stalls 

and people; the breakfast tables were fully occupied; 

and there was a constant loud hum of conversations 

and chatter. Another such example of delightful, 

boisterous activity was the two children’s discos held 

at the end of the Halloween party and the lighting 

ceremony.  On both occasions the sight of the small 

children dancing, running, jumping, rolling and 

sliding around the floor was very satisfying.  That is 

how we like to see the hall being well used. 

 

There have been a number of successful events at the 

hall during the last year including the Pudding Night 

in February, the Mid-Summer Ball, the Fun Day, the 

Craft Fair and the tree lighting ceremony with a 

flying visit from Father Christmas; together with 

several very popular bingo nights.  Two new 

experiments – the car-boot sales and the Brunswick 

Singers’ impressive performance on a wintry 

November Saturday afternoon – attracted fewer 

people but were still appreciated by those who did 

attend and will most likely be tried again.  The 

committee is always on the look-out for new ideas 

for events: any suggestions will be very welcome and 

seriously considered. 

 

Over the year the hall has been used for a variety of 

weekly activities including the mother and toddler 

group, the dance school, yoga, pilates and the art 

group’s meetings.  The committee would like to 

increase this type of regular usage of the hall 

facilities so if you have any ideas do let John Hodge 

know (john.wjhodge@btopenworld.com. tel. 

860088).  Two other types of function that are 

increasingly popular are family parties and weddings.  

If you would like to know more about holding such 

an event then again contact John. 

There are a number of events and activities being 

planned for 2018 including the Exeter Drama 

Group’s Brush up on your Shakespeare (not a 

conventional Shakespearian play but more like the 

whole lot hilariously rolled into one) at the beginning 

of March; the TADS play in April; a 50/50 sale; a 

Beach Party and the Fun Day in the summer; and 

much more, old and new.  If you’ve got any other 

suggestions or requests let us know. 

 

Watch out for details in Focus and in social media: 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk;  

f. thorverton memorial hall;  

the Thorverton Community facebook page; and 

Thorverton Nextdoor.  

 

No excuse for not knowing what’s going on! 

 

 

December Saturday Market Draw results 

 

1
st
 prize: Chicken Dinner, Judith Penny; 2

nd
 prize: 

bottle of wine, Alice Selley; 3
rd

 prize: tin of 

shortbread biscuits, Dorothy May; 4
th
 prize: tub of 

Heroes, Barbara Uglow; 5
th
 prize: Bath bomb kit, 

Connie Fice. 

 

 

 

Bridge Closure 
This closure was not able to proceed during the 

predicted dates in November/December, but is now 

scheduled for 8
th
 January 2018 for 2 weeks. The 

bridge will remain open to pedestrians.  The 55B bus 

will not run into Thorverton for the duration of the 

closure, but villagers are reminded of the 678 service. 
 

Don’t forget the kind offer from “Bristol” John 

(07724583719 or 01392 860321) and Geoff Bulley to 

help those stuck for transport while the bridge is 

closed.   

 

Also, Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No. 678 go to 

Exeter on Wednesdays and Fridays, 10.05 from The 

Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 

13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:john.wjhodge@btopenworld.com
http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 12
th

 December 2017. The latest 

meeting Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in 

School Lane or on the website.  The next meeting will take 

place on 9
th

 January 2018 at Thorverton Memorial Hall at 

7.30pm and all are welcome to attend. 

Alison Marshall,  Clerk  

thorvertonpc@gmail.com 

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 
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Notice Board  

 

 
 

A look at Luke 
Who do people say Jesus is? 

Come and join the group in the 
Thorverton Arms 

12th and 26th January. 
 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 
 

 
Thorverton Baptist Church 

 

will be holding their monthly  

Coffee Morning 
(or tea if you prefer!) 

 

Fridays 5th January & 2nd February 

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
 

A warm welcome to all 
 

 

SHARE, GROW, EAT 
 

Sustainable Crediton’s  
10th Annual Seed Share 

 

Saturday 24th February 11am to 2pm 
at the Boniface Centre 

 

Come and find some free seeds. Bring some to 
share if possible. 

Sharing seeds saved by local people, promotes 
biodiverse, low-cost local growing, and 

encourages gardeners to get to know each other 
and share skills. 

 

Come and enjoy stalls such as the  
Devon Wildlife Trust, Beekeeping, Orchards 

Live, Fairtrade, Composting, Crediton Pig club,  
the Medicinal Forest Garden Trust  

and many more local businesses and 
organisations interested in gardening, organic 

production, or other aspects of sustainable 
living. 

 

Lunches (this year made from waste food 
donated by local businesses,) tea and cakes. 

 

 

 

Silverton Memory Café 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall, Silverton, 

every Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.   

All welcome. 
 

Contact Annette Emmerson on 01392 860983 or 

annettejean@hotmail.co.uk for further details. 

 

Welcome Café 
 
 

The Welcome Café (normally open Monday 

afternoons in  the WI Hut) will not be running in 

January and February 2018, but will resume in 

the spring when hopefully the days will be 

warmer.  Opening date will be announced in 

February Focus.  

  

 

THORVERTON & DISTRICT 

HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

PROGRAMME OF SPEAKERS FOR 2018 
 

FEBRUARY 

Fri 23
rd

   Paul Roberts – History Maker: John  

               Roberts, WI Hut 7:30 pm 
  

MARCH 

Fri 23
rd

  Captain Jack Nott – The History of the  

                Exeter Ship Canal, WI Hut 7:30 pm 
  

APRIL 

Fri 27
th

  Dr David Parker – Devon and the First  

             World War, WI Hut 7:30 pm 
  

MAY 

Fri 25
th

  Exe Valley Railway – an evening of  

             archive footage, WI Hut 7:30 pm 
  

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 28
th

  Felicity Goodall - Lost Devon, WI Hut  

             7:30 pm 
  

OCTOBER 

Fri 26
th

 Derek Gore – Coins, Slate and Daub,  

             WI Hut 7:30 pm 
  

NOVEMBER 

Fri 23
rd

  Dr Todd Gray – 100 things you should  

             know about Exeter, WI Hut 7:30 pm 
  

JANUARY 2019 

Fri 25
th

  AGM followed by Member’s  

             Presentations, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

 

 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.co.uk
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SILVERTON LINK UP 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients  

 

 VOLUNTEER DRIVERS  

Jean Hawkins 860849  John Kiely 861545  

Mary Clare Smith 861916   Dave Sleep 860678 

Doreen Beer 860731       Stephen Roach 861042   

Mary Hall 860532             John Pizey 861711 

Dave Cole 860030          John Owen-Jones 841085 

(John Owen-Jones only does surgery appointments) 

 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT ONE 

OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS 

POSSIBLE.  If you use Link Up, a voluntary 

donation towards the Fund for the expenses of the 

drivers would be appreciated.  Donations should be 

given direct to the driver, who issues a receipt. 

 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up 

their time to help others in the community. Although 

they will do their best, they cannot always be 

available, so it may not always be possible to arrange 

a lift.  

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk      

 

TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

(your local BANK) 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG   

01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting 

and packing materials, health lottery tickets, 

phone top-ups, laundry service, photocopying,  

helpful, friendly service 
  

EASY PARKING  
 

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

   Sat  8.00 – 12.00.   Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 
 

Thorverton Post Office 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat 9.00 – 12.00 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 
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Thorverton and District History Society 
 

An Exmoor Enigma: 
Pinkery Pond and the Simonsbath Canals 

 

Pinkery Pond is the highest artificial lake in 
southern England. It lies in a remote moorland area 
about 28 miles north-west of Thorverton.  It was 
formed by the construction of a huge earth dam, 
built by a team of 200 labourers in the 1820s.  
 

It was part of the largest and most ambitious project 
ever attempted on Exmoor, but what the pond was 
for is still shrouded in mystery. Dr Graham Wills will 
explore the intriguing history of the pond and 
examine the various theories about its intended 
function.  
 

Friday 26 January 2018 
   7.30pm 

Thorverton WI Hut 

Non-members welcome.  £2.00 at the 
door. 

 

The talk will be preceded by the Society’s 
Annual General Meeting  

 
 
 
 

WI Hut  

 

 

SILVERTON & EXE VALLEY SENIORS 
January 2018 Newsletter 

 

Events & activities for the          plus 
 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS – Tuesday 9th JAN 2018 
St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton is the place between 1000 & 1130.  An opportunity to chat, take part in our 

optional quiz and raffle or book an outing.  Entrance charge £1:00 includes refreshments.  Everyone most 

welcome 

 

MONDAY WHIST – January 8 & 22 
Come and join us for a friendly afternoon playing Whist at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton at 2:00 PM.  

Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshments and a raffle ticket (you might even win a prize!).  It’s fun and keeps 

the brain cells active! 
 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS (usual Exe Valley village pick-up points)  

 

There are no outings in JAN & FEB 

14th MAR Return of the stunning musical EVITA (PM Matinee) £30 

22nd MAR A visit to and conducted tour of the Royal Mint  £20 

 

Further details of the Club’s 2018 programme will be available in the New Year and at our AGM in the Millennium 

Hall Silverton on Tuesday 20
th
 FEB commencing at 1100 following which there will be a Chees & Wine buffet. 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or would like to join the Club please contact Martin Clough Club 

Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or visit our website http//www.sevs.info for more details of our programme 

 
 

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Church Services and News 
 

JANUARY 2018 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 7 January Epiphany 1 
 

09:30 am  Family Service    Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke Lay Led  

10:00 am  Informal Service  Cadbury                              Lay Led & LF 

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Stoke Canon  KC  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore KC 

 

 

Sunday 14 January Epiphany 2 & Plough Sunday  
  

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham KC 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton  

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon    

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne SS 

 

 

Sunday 21 January Epiphany 3 
 

08:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke KC 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton 

10:00 am Family Service  Thorverton Lay Led  

   Joint with Baptist Church 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury SS 

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Poltimore KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon KC 

 

 

Sunday 28 January Epiphany 4 
   

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres MSS 

09:30 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton                                D Francis 

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Thanksgiving  Upton Pyne  KC 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe G Stones 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury                              Lay Led & LF 

05:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham KC  

 

 

Sunday 4 February 2
nd

 Sunday before Lent 
 

09:30 am  Open Door  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Stoke Canon  KC  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore                                 B Dugmore 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

05:00 pm  Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury                              Lay Led & LF 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of  

                                                                                  young children especially in mind.  They are informal and  

                                                                                  contemporary in style often including a children’s activity at the  

                                                                                  beginning; without communion and are led by lay teams.  

                                                                                  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by  

                                                                                   refreshments. 

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without 

Holy Communion, are contemporary in style and are often 

followed by refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 
 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for 

location. 

 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross  Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

01392 860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
Waiting….. 

As I write this, we are in Advent, so Christians are 

waiting for the celebration of the coming of the  

 

 

 

 

Christ child at Christmas, and preparing ourselves to 

be ready for his coming again. By the time you read 

this in early January, we will be counting down the 

last of the 12 days of Christmas as we wait, not for 

the coming of the Christ child, but for the arrival of 

the wise men at the manger, which we celebrate on 

6
th
 January, the Feast of the Epiphany. There seems 

to be a lot of waiting at this time of year. We spend 

New Year’s Eve waiting for the countdown to 

midnight so that we can begin to focus on the coming 

year with all its possibilities and potential and 

chances for a fresh start.  Waiting, waiting, waiting 

for the next thing - so that we can forget the past….   
 

….But perhaps we are too future-oriented, too 

focused on what comes next.  Jesus tells us 

"Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof" (Matthew 

6:34).  The Israelites waited for centuries for God to 

fulfil his promises to them in sending the Messiah. 

And we’ve waited many more centuries since for the 

final fulfilment of God’s redemptive promises and 

the full realization of His Kingdom.  Waiting reminds 

us that this is God’s story, his plan, and his 

promises. And it reminds us too, that we are not at 

the centre of the story. It’s not about us, and things 

don’t always go the way we’d like.  Patiently waiting 

helps us to think differently about both the present 

and the future: valuing the present as a gift, 

cherishing the future as our ultimate hope.   
 

But waiting requires a lot of patience. Patience is of 

course one of the fruits of the spirit (Galatians 5.22-

23) which we looked at in the Netherexe Mission 

Community during 2017.  The others are love, joy, 

peace, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 

and self-control.  If you are looking for something to 

take up as a New Year resolution you could do a lot 

worse than to concentrate on one of these virtues.  A 

bit of a tall order I hear you say, but Paul did give 

some practical advice on how to go about becoming 

more “fruitful”.  He encouraged us to “pray without 

ceasing.”  The Christian author Max Lucado has 

something helpful to say about that, "Our prayers 

may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. But 

since the power of prayer is in the one who hears it 

and not in the one who says it, our prayers do make a 

difference."  
 

Our prayers do make a difference.  Perhaps the best 

resolution we could all make this New Year is to 

“pray without ceasing” – or at the very least to pray a 

bit more than we have been.  And then perhaps we 

could patiently wait for God to do wonderful 

things…..  
 

With my very best wishes for a happy, peaceful and 

prayerful New Year. 
 

Sue Sheppard 

 

Baptist Church 

Wise Men Came to Jesus... 
 

On 6th January the Christian Church will celebrate 

the Feast of the Epiphany, or the Manifestation of 

Christ to the Gentiles.  This is to commemorate the 

visit of these mysterious Magi who so alarmed King 

Herod by turning up in his capital and innocently 

enquiring: 'Where is he that is born King of the 

Jews?'  Now that was the proverbial red rag to a bull 

question for the aged Herod, since the title 'King of 

the Jews' was one he had spilt much blood to acquire 

and which he had borne for over 30 years.  It had 

been granted to him by the Roman Senate and he was 

not about to relinquish it to some unknown claimant 

these foreign travellers had come to seek in his back 

yard.  Hence the King's alarm and his determination 

to take action even if it meant murdering a couple of 

dozen baby boys in the nearby village.  A horrific 

crime in our eyes, to him it was nothing.  He had 

been responsible for thousands of deaths over the 

years and had not stooped to have members of his 

own family executed if he thought they posed a threat 

to him.  Now he had become a veritable psychopath 

in his old age and in fact had only about a year of life 

left. 
 

So who then were these Magi, these pilgrims from a 

distant land in the east?  They were the scientists of 

their day who plotted the movements of planets and 

stars as they moved across the night sky.  Modern 

astronomers inform us that there are between 100 and 

400 billion stars in our galaxy, which is but one of 

about 100 billion galaxies. Mind-blowing!   A little 

throwaway line in Genesis says: 'He [God] also made 

the stars.'  Professor Stephen Hawking, the 

distinguished astro-physicist, doesn't believe that.  In 

earlier works he allowed the possibility of a Creator 

God but he now thinks it is possible the universe 

created itself - which just shows you need a great 

deal of faith to be an atheist, even a New Atheist. 
 

The Magi may have come from a part of the world 

where there were Jewish communities that could 

have communicated to them ancient prophecies such 

as the famous verse of Numbers 24:7: 'A star shall 
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come forth out of Jacob.'  They may also have been 

influenced by a general expectation throughout the 

Roman world that a world ruler would arise from 

Israel, an expectation so strong and widespread that it 

was later mentioned in the works of the Roman 

historian Tacitus. 
 

The fact is, we know very little for sure about these 

men.  St Matthew tells us they brought to the Christ-

child gifts symbolising his royalty, divinity and 

humanity, for he was to bear the titles of King, Son 

of God and Son of Man.  Above all, they brought to 

him their worship. 
 

Why was such a visit important?  Because it gives a 

universal content to the gospel, which is for 

shepherds, working men with toil-worn hands but 

also for intellectuals and bookish scholars.  And what 

proved to be true in that harsh Roman world within 

the fellowship of the Church is also true today.  The 

Christian Church is a unique institution that brings 

together all sorts of people who would normally be 

divided by race, social class, gender, level of 

education and so on but are in fact united by their 

common experience of a Saviour.  Shepherds and 

Magi were the first, the forerunners, of a vast 

multitude of men and women making up the 

Christian Church today.  Some two billion of the 

world's population today pay homage to Christ - and 

some 200 million suffer for him. 
 

Wise men came to Jesus...they still do, and wise 

women too. 

Maurice Harrison 
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request? 

If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday  between 
10.00 and 12 noon when I will be happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 

 

Women’s Institute    
    

WI in December 2017 

The Devon Federation Carol Service at the Cathedral 

was on the same day as the Thorverton WI Meeting.  

Some of our members chose to join other WI 

members for the wonderful event at the Cathedral.  

The Carol Service is always very popular and so this 

year tickets were issued in October.  We were lucky 

to be given the tickets we needed, but were told there 

was a waiting list of 300 people!  The singing was 

excellent, with a choir of over a hundred voices.  The 

Address was given by Bishop Martin Shaw, a man 

with quite a sense of humour, from Glasgow. 

Members of our WI who did not go to the service 

met together for a business meeting followed by 

Festive Goodies. 

 

On 9
th
 January members will be having a late 

Christmas Lunch Celebration at The Stables. 

 

W.I Programme for 2018 

All Tuesday meetings, which start at 7.30pm 

 

February 6
th
   : Devon Air Ambulance 

March 6
th
       : Claire Bliss,  Fun with scarves – Open  

                                                                       meeting 

April 3
rd

         : Mid Devon Recycling 

May 1
st
           : A.G.M. 

June 5
th
           : John Smith from Tesco’s 

July 3
rd

            : Belvedere Tower – Sue Knox 

August 7
th
       : Tulita Cross – Jewellery 

September 4
th 

 : Beetle Drive 

October 2
nd

     : Brian Carlson – Pelargoniums 

November 4
th
  : Fiona Harrison – Living in France 

December 4
th
   : Carol Service, Exeter Cathedral 

 

The Welcome Café 

On 4
th
 December, the usual afternoon tea, cake and 

chat was replaced by a lunchtime gathering with 

Seasonal Food.  Thirteen people joined together with 

lots of eating and drinking.  Good time was had by 

all. 

 

The Welcome Café will not be open in January and 

February, but will run again in the spring when 

hopefully the days will be warmer.  The opening date 

will be put in Focus. 

Judy Bright 
 

Christmas Window 
I thought that this window in Bullen Street was 

particularly lovely: 
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Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

A very Happy New Year from Newton St Cyres 

Tennis Club. We hope everyone had an enjoyable 

festive season.  
 

Since 2005, the third Monday of January has come to 

be known as Blue Monday, or ‘the worst day of the 

year’. It is still the coldest, darkest time of the year, 

the festivities of Christmas are over, with no holidays 

or days off to look forward to in the immediate future 

and we have usually spent far too much over the 

holiday break. People often feel very gloomy. We 

now know all about the benefits of exercise and 

Vitamin D, not just on physical health but on 

psychological wellbeing, and being outside on the 

tennis court can certainly help to lift the feeling of 

doom and gloom at this time of the year. Not to 

mention shifting those extra pounds gained from all 

the overindulgence!  
 

If you are at all interested in giving it a go you are 

very welcome to come and try a club session and see 

how you get on before committing themselves to 

joining. Or you may want to consider coaching for 

yourself or your children with our coach Toby 

Harradence. His junior coaching sessions run on 

Wednesdays in term time and he has vacancies for 

the Spring term. All details about the club can be 

found on our website 

 www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk or contact our 

membership secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259 

for any questions. 

 

 

Football Club 
 

Devon Senior Cup 

success – which had 

last been achieved in 

1999 - was not to be, 

with the Thors losing 

4-1 to Sidmouth, 

having had high hopes 

at half-time when the 

team led 1-0 thanks to 

a penalty.  However, 

the team has made some good headway in the League 

(Division 2) and now stands 8
th
 of 15.   

 

The next home match for the first team is on 6
th
 

January at 14.15 against Kentisbeare. 

 

The second team lies third in Division 8, with games 

in hand on the two leading teams, having only lost 

one league game so far this season. 

 

Recipe 
I don’t have a recipe from Sustainable Crediton this 

month, so take the opportunity to reproduce one of 

the recipes that I have been following recently (this 

particular one from Mary Berry).  It is a great time of 

year for soups, and some winter vegetables such as 

carrots and parsnips do seem to have a stronger taste 

at this time of year. 

 

Creamy Carrot and Orange Soup 

 

(Ingredients for about 6 servings) 

 

1 oz butter 

1 onion, coarsely chopped 

2 lb carrots, thickly sliced 

2 pints vegetable stock 

Grated zest of ½ orange 

½ pint orange juice 

Salt and black pepper 

½ pint crème fraiche 

Fresh chives 

 

Melt the butter in a large saucepan, add the onion and 

cook gently, stirring occasionally, for a few minutes 

until soft but not coloured.  Add the carrots, cover, 

and cook gently for 10minutes, stirring from time to 

time. 

 

Add the stock and bring to the boil.  Cover and 

simmer for about 30minutes until the carrots are soft. 

 

Puree the soup in a food processor or blender.  

Return to the saucepan, add the orange zest and juice 

and salt and pepper to taste.  Stir in the crème fraiche 

and gentl;y reheat the soup. 

 

Stir in some of the chives, snipped, using the 

remainder to garnish the soup.  

 

 

 

Poetry  
 

New Year and all that 

 

January – chills and bills, 

Away departs all festive cheer, 

Noses red, sore throats, more pills, 

Unwelcome “yearly gifts” we fear: 

April’s verdancy and august blooms, 

Remain at distance their display; 

Yet we must celebrate New Year; 

 “So meet and laugh those ills away.” 

 

Doreen Beer 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Legal Eagle 
 

Once upon a time, long, long ago, every player in a 

football match wore identical brown boots. In the 

fullness of time brown became black; now, watch 

any football match at whatever level, and what you 

see is a kaleidoscope of different brands, colours and 

styles. For the stars of the football world sponsorship 

deals run into millions of pounds; Christiano Ronaldo 

has a lifetime sponsorship deal with Nike worth 

£800m. 
 

Marouane Fellani, the Belgium international, who 

plays his club football for Manchester United, wears, 

or until recently, did wear, boots manufactured by 

New Balance. Sadly, Mr Fellani did not find the 

boots comfortable and complained to New Balance. 

New Balance in response supplied Mr Fellani with 

bespoke boots. It would appear that these proved to 

be even less comfortable than the original boots. Mr 

Fellani wrote that after a game he was in so much 

pain that he could not walk or sleep. 
 

In response to a deteriorating situation, New Balance 

terminated their contract with Mr Fellani early, as it 

was claimed Mr Fellani had played wearing boots not 

showing the New Balance logo. Mr Fellani 

responded by saying that the boots were so poorly 

constructed that the logo peeled off. He also claimed 

that the bespoke boots supplied to him were 

‘defective’ and hurt his feet and that they had to be 

“steamed and stretched” by the Manchester United 

Assistant Kit Man before they would fit. 
 

Throughout the whole unfortunate affair there was an 

exchange of ‘WhatsApp’ messages between Mr 

Fellani and New Balance Executives. In one such 

message it is claimed that the Executive with whom 

Mr Fellani was communicating acknowledged “the 

poor quality and fit” of the boots and in another, 

stated that they would copy the style of the Nike 

boots. The flip side of the coin is that New Balance 

claim that in a further WhatsApp message Mr Fellani 

indicated that he was “content” with the fit of the 

replacement boots supplied. 
 

Mr Fellani’s response to New Balance terminating 

the contract has been to lodge a counter-claim for 

£2m, claiming that the defective quality of the boots 

damaged his feet and hampered him on the pitch. No 

date has yet been fixed for any hearing. 
 

Clearly, if the boots supplied by New Balance to Mr 

Fellani were defective, then he will have a claim; 

whether he has a claim to £2m is another matter.  If 

we restrict ourselves to a consideration of the be-

spoke boots supplied by New Balance to replace the 

original boots, and if we assume that these boots 

caused Mr Fellani to suffer damage to his feet, the 

issue becomes one of quantifying the damage.  
 

What issues might need to be addressed in doing so? 

Clearly the nature of the damage suffered by Mr 

Fellani is important, but beyond that what? Is Mr 

Fellani able to point to any loss of income as a 

consequence of the ill-fitting boots? One assumes 

that Mr Fellani has a substantial income from his 

contract with Manchester United and in addition he 

will have his match fees for playing international 

matches for Belgium. Is there any evidence that these 

sums have diminished as a consequence of the 

damage Mr Fellani claims he has suffered to his feet? 

Has his form suffered so that he has been left out of 

the Manchester United side and/or omitted from the 

Belgium squad with a consequent loss of income? 

Are there any long-term consequences; will his life 

as a professional footballer be shortened as a con-

sequence of the alleged damage? Has he had to turn 

down opportunities to earn additional income as a 

result of the alleged damage? 
 

Why did Mr Fallani continue to wear the boots? Why 

did he not terminate his contract with New Balance? 

It may be that he took legal advice on this and was 

advised not to do that for fear of putting himself in 

breach of contract. 
 

Given the contrasting stories and the numerous issues 

to be addressed, if this matter does end up in court, 

the most likely outcome is a compromise. Certainly 

New Balance can do without the adverse publicity 

which would be the inevitable result of any court 

case. So where do we see this heading? My guess, 

and it is no more than that, is that New Balance will 

release Mr Fellani from his contract (the matter of 

their entitlement to terminate the contract is then no 

longer an issue); in return Mr Fellani abandons his 

claim for £2m and New Balance agree to make a 

donation to a charity of Mr Fellani’s choice. 
 

Mr Fellani gets what I suspect he has always wanted, 

namely not to have to wear boots manufactured by 

New Balance and New Balance avoid having to 

answer possibly embarrassing questions regarding 

the quality of their football boots (New Balance 

Furon 3.0 Pro FG retail at £160), and the charitable 

donation will paint them in a good light. 
 

No doubt the respective legal teams are busy 

thrashing out a compromise and earning sizeable 

sums for so doing. I await the result of their 

deliberations with interest. 

 

Clive Hamblin 
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Renovation of Hulk Lane 
 

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW HULK LANE 

BRIDLEWAY 

Residents of Thorverton, Brampford Speke and 

Upton Pyne took part in a community walk  on 

November 25
th
 to officially open the new Hulk Lane 

bridleway. 
 

Fifty keen walkers, many with dogs, as well as a 

rider on horseback (that would be you, Jan), joined 

Devon County Councillor Margaret Squires and 

Thorverton & Brampford Speke Community Access 

Project (TABSCAP), to celebrate the reinstatement 

of Hulk Lane as a new public access route in the Exe 

Valley.  The walk was a chance to thank all those 

who have helped to fund and make this initiative a 

reality. 
 

The way through Hulk Lane was officially ‘lost’ 

when a large section of the highway slipped down the 

hillside in the severe wet weather conditions of 2013. 

The slippage was due to the geological soil type 

known as the Yellowford Formation, specific to a 

narrow block of land near Thorverton. Formed from 

alluvial deposits from an ancient river terrace, the 

porous 3m of soil lies above an impervious clay bed, 

making it susceptible to land slippage.   
 

Unfortunately the cost of reinstatement of the slipped 

section as a highway was financially impossible.  But 

a local initiative lead by 

TABSCAP to raise the funds 

necessary to re-open Hulk Lane 

as a part bridleway has resulted 

in one of the most beautiful 

and safe routes for the villagers 

of Thorverton and Brampford 

Speke, connecting to a network 

of footpaths in the Exe Valley. 
 

Images of the devastated 

section of Hulk Lane were used 

as an example of the financial 

challenges DCC Highways 

faced in re-opening damaged 

roads. Councillor Squires and 

members of TABSCAP were 

determined to see the slipped 

section reinstated as a 

bridleway once engineering 

works to install a drainage 

system on the hillside to take 

away excess spring water and 

rainfall, were completed.  A 

traditional hedge has been planted below the 

sunflowers, linseed, triticale and radish blossoming 

on the hillside, providing food for birds and small 

mammals through the winter months. 

 

‘This is a great community asset for generations of 

families, dog walkers, cyclists and horse riders to 

enjoy for many years to come,’ Councillor Squires 

said as she cut the ribbon at the official opening:   
 

‘Four years ago, the situation was dire for 

Hulk Lane.  It was like a mini earthquake 

zone and quite dangerous, with crevasses and 

buckled sections of the former road.  The 

reopening as a bridleway shows what can be 

done when a group of enthusiastic people 

come together to improve public access for 

local people with the support of Devon 

County Council, parish councils and private 

funding.’ 
 

Hulk Lane bridleway is the result of partnership 

funding through the DCC Community Enhancement 

Fund, with financial support from DCC Locality 

Fund through Councillor Margaret Squires, 

Thorverton Parish Council, Brampford Speke Parish 

Council, The Leonard Trust and private donations 

from Louise & Will Honan and Edwin, Jilly and 

George Greed.     
 

Geologist Richard Scrivener, Ruddleston 

Geotechnical, Awcock Ward Partnership and Stuart 

Luxton Contractors, also supported the project.   

 

Below: DCC Councillor Margaret Squires opens the 

Hulk Lane Bridleway. 

 

Photograph:  John Spivey 
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TARTS News 

 
 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

Recent walks: - 
 

Saturday 28
th
 November 

 

Blessed with spells of brilliant sunshine, twelve of us 

assembled at White Bridge on the River Otter and 

took the coastal path to the east of the river. Views 

back past Budleigh to the west showed us the sweep 

of brilliant red cliffs of Otter Sandstone and the 

famous Budleigh Salterton Pebble Beds. We 

followed the equally colourful Triassic cliffs 

northeast with views of the sheer cliffs below High 

Peak. At Brandy Head, we encountered a derelict 

building, a reminder not of its smuggling days but of 

its use as an aerial gunnery range dating from 1940 

when Typhoons, Hurricanes and Spitfires would fly 

from RAF Exeter to test their guns on targets mostly 

moored offshore. 
 

At Crab Ledge, we struck inland for Otterton and 

sheltered in the porch of St Michael’s church for our 

lunch. While most of the parish church dates only 

from the Victorian 1870s, of more interest was the 

house immediately to the north, a relic of the 

mediaeval Otterton Priory. 
 

Passing to the bank of the River Otter we hiked down 

its west bank back to White Bridge. There was much 

talk of beavers and otters, but the sharper-eyed 

member of the group glimpsed only kingfishers as 

they flew over the water. We ended our outing with 

tea at Otterton Mill. 
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Saturday 9
th
 December 

 

Our 5 mile walk led by Jenny was intended to start 

from Chagford.  However, a craft festival at the 

village hall, together with the proximity of the 

weekend to Christmas, meant that there was no space 

in the village hall. Luckily we managed to find a spot 

just outside of the village to lace up our boots and 

don hats and gloves. It was a very cold but dry day, 

and we soon warmed up as we started to ascend on a 

footpath towards Yellam. We passed through 

woodland, where we heard a nuthatch, and over a 

small stream before climbing up to the open ground 

of Nattadon Common. The ground was covered with 

a dusting of snow, and we paused for coffee to enjoy 

the fabulous views across to Easdon, Hameldown, 

Meldon and Kes Tor and to Castle Drogo.  

Our route downhill was very slippery due mainly to 

the mud rather than the snow, and we gingerly 

descended to a lane, the eagle eyed amongst us saw a 

Great Spotted Woodpecker, and we also heard a Jay.  
 

We decided to take the lanes part way up Meldon 

Hill to minimise our battle with the muddy fields, but 

nearing the top we took a footpath from the lane 

leading across the open expanse of Meldon Hill, our 

boots crunching in the snow. We stopped for lunch at 

some boulders near the top of the hill, a little more 

sheltered than the trig point at the very top, although 

it was actually quite a still day, there was only a little 

breeze at the top. 
 

As we headed back down across Meldon Common 

towards Chagford the going underfoot again became 

very muddy and slippery, so we took our time. With 

clear views of Chagford below, we were treated to a 

little weak winter sunshine, and the sound of the 

church bells chiming, which was glorious.  
 

Crossing a stream and ascending through Chagford 

Open field we passed through the village, and back to 

the car. 

  

Future walks: 
 

At present there are no planned walks.  However, we 

will be looking to do a couple in January, which will 

be posted on the noticeboard and emailed to those on 

the mailing list. We will have a planning meeting in 

January to plan the next few months of walks.  

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203).  

Photos by Caroline Prince and Jane Lane 

 

 

Nature Notes 
 

Last month I ended Nature Notes by writing ‘it will 

be interesting to see what turns up’ and I also wrote 

that grass snakes will be in hibernation so I was very 

surprised to receive an e-mail from my sister on 20th 

November to say there was a grass snake in her 

garden. Arto the family dog had come across the 

snake and was barking at it. The snake was 

squirming and rearing its head in defence. Arto was 

called away back to the house and when my sister 

returned to the spot, the grass snake had gone. The 

snake must have been out and about due to the 

warmth of the day. I had recorded in my diary that 

the day was mild. Grass snakes are normally in 

hibernation from October so it is interesting to find 

one out so late in the year. 
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You will probably have heard there will be two more 

supermoons (the first of this succession was in 

December) and these will occur on 2nd and 31st 

January. When there are two full moons in the month 

the second one is called a blue moon. The full moon 

on 31st January is the last supermoon of 2018. The 

Quadrantid meteor shower occurs between 1st and 

5th January peaking on the night of 3rd and morning 

of 4th. Sightings may be marred by the moon’s 

illumination but you should be able to see the 

brightest shooting stars, weather permitting of 

course. I was fortunate to see six shooting stars from 

the Geminid meteor shower between 5 and 5.15a.m. 

on 15th December and I made a wish.               

 

A to Z  Hare 

The brown hare inhabits the flat land and grassy 

fields in an area roughly from Shute Cross to Fordy 

Bridge. This land falls mainly within the parish of 

Shobrooke with a little bit of Thorverton and Upton 

Pyne. The lane that dissects ‘hare territory’ is a 

nature-rich backroad to Newton St Cyres and 

Crediton. At some point on your travels in this 

direction, day or night and at any time of the year 

you are likely to encounter a hare lollopping along 

the lane and to disappear through the nearest open 

gateway. You may be lucky to spot boxing hares here 

in early spring. The hare has long legs and long ears 

with black tips and is larger than a rabbit. It is a 

creature of habit and makes well defined trails within 

the grass. The hare rests up in ‘forms’ in pasture land 

but also uses scrub and woodland for shelter. Here is 

an extract from the sketch drawn by my sister, first 

published in Focus April 2011. 

 

Last Words 

With the hare in mind, Lin Balkwill & I made a trip 

to Newton St Cyres church to find the three hares 

boss in the ceiling of the nave but I forgot a torch and 

the light was not bright enough to see with a pair of 

binoculars. We will return on a sunny day. I told my 

mum (87 and a Newtonian through and through) we 

were to go to the church and she said to look out for 

the sow and piglets in the porch, and there they were 

as clear as day!  

Happy New Year! 

 

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

Fundraising for Tanzania Project 

 
In the summer of 2019 I am going on an expedition 

to Tanzania with Camps International. I need to raise 

over £4,000 to take part in this life-changing trip, to 

undertake some much needed project work in some 

of the poorest schools and communities in East 

Africa.  The majority of funds raised are invested in 

the local economies, communities, wildlife and 

environmental conservation. 

 

I have started my fundraising by selling sweets and 

fudge and selling things on Ebay and at car boot 

sales, so far I have raised £850. Many thanks to all of 

you whom have purchased things from my stall at the 

Saturday markets and school fair, but most thanks 

must go to my Nanny, Mandy Gubb who spent hours 

making fudge and sleighs for me to sell, and helping 

me to make Christmas sweet boxes. 

 

I am asking for donations of any UNWANTED 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS so that I can sell them on my 

Valentine and Mothers day stalls. I can collect if you 

contact me on 861765. 

 

I am also available for babysitting. 

 

Please also keep March 10
th
 free as we will be 

running the ever popular TRAVELLING TRENDS 

fashion show – Models required! 

Holly Browning 

Ferndale, Bullen St. 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Winter views 
Photos by Mike Stannard from Christ Cross, above Silverton. These look even better in colour, so take a look 

online at thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com once the January Focus is placed onto that site. 
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History Society  
 

Cathedral Yard fire and St Martin’s Island 
 

 
 

Dr Todd Gray 
 

The Royal Clarence Hotel and adjoining buildings in 

the Cathedral Close were destroyed by a Fire in 

October 2016. Todd initially got involved through 

the ITN reporter Hamish Marshall and subsequently 

spent 12 days in the Close post fire. The fire became 

international news and many film crews arrived to 

report the news. The Fire Service, Police and City 

Council all had pre prepared press releases, but Todd 

has a genuine interest in Exeter and a knowledge 

about the buildings that helped the Fire Service to 

fight the fire. He did all this work for free despite 

some claims that he made a lot of money out of his 

interviews and some days he spent from 7:00 am to 

11:00 pm at the site. 
 

When the fire started water supply became an issue 

for the brigade and water was piped up from the river 

Exe. Fire retardant foam was sprayed onto other 

nearby buildings to stop the fire from spreading. 

Luckily, there was no wind blowing or the outcome 

may have been far worse. 
 

The Fire Commander knew nothing about the 

construction of the buildings. Todd was able to 

advise him that the lower levels were Heavitree stone 

but the upper levels were timber and plaster and the 

volume of water being used was making this very 

unstable. There was concern about the buildings 

behind the hotel that fronted onto the High Street as 

the connecting walls were lathe and plaster and not 

fire proof. Saving these buildings became important 

and fire got into the back of the Costa shop where it 

spread through voids but the Brigade managed to 

bring this under control. 
 

The fire started at number 18 The Close and it took 

until late May 2017 to clear the Royal Clarence site. 

There was talk of demolishing the whole front of the 

hotel along with the building at the side as the 

Council considered it was not old, but Todd managed 

to persuade them to keep the lower parts.  A back 

wall of the hotel shows two earlier roof lines and 

suggests a function hall similar to the Guildhall. 
 

The Picture Gallery that was destroyed had a 

wonderful interior designed in the style of a French 

chateau. It was very elaborate with panelling, mirrors 

and chandeliers.   
 

The Well house can be put back to how it was. It was 

two different buildings from early 1500. There are 

painted panels on the walls but they may have 

originally been used elsewhere. 
 

The site is now covered to allow timber to dry out 

and a rebuilding planning application is to be heard 

shortly. The early part of the Clarence dates from 

about 1500 but some architecture from 1200 has been 

identified from comparisons made with parts of the 

Cathedral. Roman archaeology should be underneath 

the cellar floors and it is hoped that excavations may 

start next spring. 
 

St Martin’s Island is the block of buildings going 

from St Martin’s Lane down to Broadgate and front 

onto the High Street and Cathedral Close. They are 

now being examined as they are viewed as very 

important. They were untouched by the blitz which 

did so much destruction around the area. Sadly, some 

of the old buildings were demolished during the 

1960’s and 70’s despite being listed buildings. This 

has left fewer of the older building which have 

commercial premises on the ground floors and the 

upper floors are used for storage.  
 

There have been two attempts to rebuild the island. 

In 1914 there was a plan to knock down the buildings 

opposite the Guildhall to create access to the Close. 

In 1946 there was a plan to make access opposite 

Goldsmith Street. Neither of these came to fruition 

but some parts of the front of the High Street 

buildings were moved back to widen the road.  
 

In 1975 an arson attack destroyed the building where 

Trailfinders now sits. One of the buildings in this 

block was an Italian delicatessen trading for over 75 

years. Another traded as a chemist or apothecary 

from 1660 to 1974. All the properties have been 

altered over the years. Some have had upper floors 

added and an alley way was sold as a building site. In 

the upper floors of these buildings are some beautiful 

panels and windows in shared walls. The upper 

rooms in some have not been used for over 100 years 

and are not visited very often. The Tinley’s building  

on Broadgate now hides a magnificent building from 

1550. 

Robert Turner 
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Focus On...Russell Powell 
 

This is not necessarily the start of another run of 

Focus On articles, but I felt that villagers would like 

to hear a little about Russell and his experience of 

running the Exe Valley Farm Shop for the past 22 

years. 

  

On a typically cold December afternoon, I stood by 

the counter and asked Russell to tell me something 

about his background and what had brought him to 

this neck of the woods in the first place.  He told me 

that he had had long experience as a self-employed 

landscape gardener in Cornwall and had worked in 

nurseries and garden centres, concentrating on 

growing vegetables.  He also spent time as an estate 

manager in Devon from 1993 before a change in 

personal circumstances led to him taking on the Farm 

Shop in August 1995.  With this background it is no wonder that Russell had such an extensive knowledge of 

plants and vegetables. 

 

The period from when he took on the shop 

until 2012 was one which Russell was 

rightly proud of as he gradually built up the 

shop.  He sourced West Country produce, 

developed the organic side and also the stock 

of pet food.  These were generally good 

times, with the shop well staffed, including 

help from his children.  Indeed, in 2011 the 

shop was listed by The Times as the third 

best farm shop in the country. 

 

From 2012, Russell told me that things 

gradually became more difficult as more 

people turned to buying produce at 

supermarkets or online for home deliveries.  

Whereas previously Russell had been able to 

sell perishable produce quickly, from 2012 

he was finding that too much was wasted as sales were 

far slower.  On top of that, some of his artisan suppliers, 

for example of venison and of fish, went out of business. 

 

I asked Russell how he managed through the cold.  He 

said that he had been well used to the cold from an early 

age, when he worked outside, although he did appreciate 

the occasional thermos of soup which he received on 

particularly cold days in the early days of running the 

Farm Shop. 

 

Russell wanted me to pass on his thanks to all of his 

customers from over the years and to wish the new 

venture well.  I for one will miss him. 

 

 

 

Neville Lane 
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The Garden in January  
 

On returning to work at Knightshayes Walled 

Kitchen Garden after Christmas, staff, students, and 

volunteers would all congregate at the fruit cage to 

commence the fruit pruning. Gooseberries, black, 

white and red currants and jostaberries were all 

pruned, weather permitting in January. 

              

Before tackling any pruning, I should strongly advise 

refreshing your memory. Winter pruning takes place 

once a year and, unless you are very experienced, it 

is easy to forget what you are looking for and each 

fruit is slightly different. First, check the weather is 

suitable. Do not prune in the rain as water can seep 

into fresh wounds, and do not prune in frosty 

conditions. Pruning wounds need 24 hours to begin 

to repair, 48 is preferable. Take all your tools with 

you and suitable bags or trugs for the cut material. 

Surprisingly, most accidents happen through falling 

over pruning offcuts and mislaid tools! 

               

Pruning is carried out for a variety of reasons. The 

main reason is obviously to encourage the production 

of fruit. There are, however, other considerations. 

One such consideration is size. How much room are 

you prepared to give to your plant or plants and how 

easy is it to harvest them?  

                

Starting with the gooseberry. One could call these the 

easiest of all fruiting plants as it is possible to leave 

them alone and they will give you an abundance of 

fruit. However, for anyone who has tried to harvest 

an unpruned gooseberry bush you will know how 

painful it is! Although usually grown as bushes, they 

are very successfully grown as cordons, fans and 

standards. Gooseberry bushes are usually grown on a 

short base with four main branches evenly spaced 

providing the framework for side branches and 

laterals to form. There is no set rule and at 

Knightshayes some had three main branches and 

some five, each plant is different. Cut out any 

branches growing vertically from the centre of the 

plant to allow the light to come into the middle. This 

also enables you to access fruit in the centre at 

harvest time. 

                 

For established gooseberry bushes, prune back this 

season’s growth to two or three buds. Gooseberries 

form on the previous summer’s lateral growth. For 

two or three year old bushes you will want to 

encourage more growth and size. Cut back this year’s 

growth by about half to encourage vigorous healthy 

extension growth. Remove drooping branches and 

suckers. Remember that gooseberry branches will 

root if touching the ground. Pick up these prunings as 

they remain prickly for a long time and kneeling on 

them later is very painful!! 

                 

Red currants are also grown on a permanent frame. 

Less vigorous than gooseberries with much fewer 

laterals. If, on either of these fruits, one of the main 

branches becomes tired and starts to produce less 

fruit, train in a young stem to take over in a couple of 

years. Therefore, when harvesting, take stock of any 

such possibilities. 

                  

Black and white currants are pruned differently and, 

every three to four years, the branches should be 

replaced by younger more vigorous growth. Main 

fruit bearing stems become less productive after this 

and start growing lots of small non productive 

laterals. The trick with these plants is to keep the 

balance of the bush and not have to take off too much 

in any one year or too much on one side of the plant 

leaving it lopsided. 

                  

When a new stem grows from the base of the plant it 

will be a slightly lighter colour; the same will be the 

case with new growth on the older stems. It is, 

therefore, possible to see your new season’s growth. 

This new growth on the established stems should 

look strong and vigorous and will provide good fruit 

next summer. If this new growth is spindly and 

feeble, it is possibly time to cut out the older stem to 

the base of the plant, leaving in its place a newer 

young shoot. Sometimes, if the plant has lots of new 

growth, you have to choose to remove one if they are 

too close together. Often there is no right or wrong 

choice here, just choose the one less likely to crowd 

other branches. Remove about a quarter of the plant 

growth all around during a pruning.  

                 

As with all pruning, never be afraid to ask advice 

from seasoned gardeners. It goes without saying, 

remove any dead or damaged growth and try to 

prevent crossing branches. In the spring when the 

plants begin to wake up, a feed of well-rotted 

compost or manure around the base will help 

replenish the soil. Just one more thing, try not to 

flatten the soil around the plant when pruning, so 

take a couple of boards to stand on if this could be a 

problem.  

               

Well, Neville, lots to do (I’m onto the gooseberries 

the minute I finish off this Focus – Ed). Next month, 

apple and pear trees.  

                              Happy gardening  

                                                   Lorraine 

                            Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Lorraine set a competition in December’s Focus, 

which the Editor made almost impossible by omitting 

two key words from the clues to numbers 2 and 6.  

Therefore, I am repeating the competition and will 

give a prize to the first correct entry received by me 
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and drawn on 19
th

 January.  The 12 cryptic clues are 

for plants big or small that you will either find in the 

house or out in the garden over the Christmas period  

All the names are well known: 

 

1. Keep your feet warm this winter, you don’t 

want to miss any of these. 

 

2. Closing our bridge is unhelpful. Closing this 

bridge would shut down a Devon town. 

 

3. Two in one go, watched regularly on TV. 

 

4. A very matter of fact summer flower. 

 

5. Looking good in winter and, if your toes are 

pinching, could be one of these. 

 

6. Gentlemen, if you eat too much at Christmas, 

you will feel like this. 

 

7. This Mary cooks but don’t cook with this 

ruddy one. 

 

8. A name from down under but said with a 

splutter. 

 

9. If it says baa, it will give you a clue. 

 

10. Settle yourself down but don’t touch the 

sharp end of the needle. 

 

11. Hope you don’t meet any of these at a party 

or you will fall asleep. 

 

12. A lady from another continent. 

 

 

Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 
Ltd 
supporting   Thorverton Post Office         
 

Thank you for supporting Thorverton Post Office and 

our TCT shop so well over the run-up to Christmas. 

We hope that you found all that you needed and trust 

that you were understanding  when there may have 

been a big queue. There are many services available 

at the post office as you know and lots of you use it 

regularly as a bank, to pay bills, top up phones and 

much more, not just during the Christmas period. 

 

TCT Ltd continues to support the post office here 

financially and relies heavily on membership 

subscriptions and donations to keep the business 

afloat, so if you are not one of this year’s 180 TCT 

members yet, please contact me or ask for a form at 

the post office ASAP. We also rely on our newspaper 

and stationery customers of course to keep the 

business going and help us make enough to support 

the post office’s needs. 

 

The TCT AGM took place on Wed December 13th. 

It’s such a busy time of year and we found it very 

hard to find a suitable date so we apologise that it 

clashed with at least two other village events. 

Unfortunately illness and bad weather also 

contributed to low attendance. Those present heard 

reports about TCT’s business and finances, 

membership and how to support our post office and 

newsagent shop even more. We re-elected the present 

council/committee members as well as welcoming a 

new member to the Council, Sarah Acock. 

  

We are always looking for more helpers at the TCT 

shop so if you are able to be a paper unpacker and 

seller or help us in other ways with stock 

management, cleaning, building maintenance and 

other needs from time to time, then please contact me 

(Heather Kershaw) or other members of our TCT 

Council (committee) : Sarah Acock, Jan Hamilton, 

Royston Kershaw, Steve Rendell, Allison Toogood 

or ask at the post office.                                       

 

We urgently need another (young) person 

available to work on Sat or Sun mornings. 

 

Thank you to all our hard-working volunteers and 

TCT staff and also of course to our excellent post 

office team who so often ‘go the extra mile’ for our 

customers and manage to keep smiling for most of 

the time! 

 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd 

Chair and Company Secretary                                

 

Jan Hamilton              07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 

 

Rainfall Record  
Rainfall recorded in Thorverton in November was 

rather less than the ten-year average for that month, 

at 67.5mm (the ten-year average for the month being 

113mm, which makes it our wettest month in recent 

years, just ahead of January).  Nevertheless, rainfall 

was recorded on 20 of the 30 days of the month, so it 

was a case of little but often. 

 

In February's Focus I will present rainfall data for the 

whole of 2017, including comparison with previous 

years. 

Neville Lane 
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Where in Thorverton? 
Remember this competition, which I set in November?  Well I am pleased to report that I received five entries, all 

of which identified more than 20 of the 25 locations.  No-one had all 25 correct, but John and Donna Hodge and 

Andrew and Helena Withers had 24.  So a prize (probably not a map of Thorverton) will be on its way to both 

pairs.  The others deserve a mention for taking part in what was, I accept, quite a challenging competition: Ian and 

Rosemary Stoyle; the Ayres; and Lewis Jones.  Well done. 
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The map below has the locations marked – as best I can.  I have also listed the locations. 

 

 
 

 

1. The Glebe (old bell tower on top of Old Rectory) 

2. Silver Street, near to Court Barton Close 

3. Lynch Close 

4. Exeter Inn 

5. Jubilee Green (meat hook on wall of Old Butcher’s 

Shop) 

6. Quarry Car Park (on outside of toilet) 

7. Jubilee Green 

8. Silver Street East (bus stop) 

9. Recreation Ground 

10. The Bury (part of advertising sign at Wardles) 

11. Bullen Street (bell pull at Fairfield) 

12. Silver Street 

13. The Ford (water height at ford) 

14. Bullens Close 

15. School (slightly different style from the roof of 

the Memorial Hall) 

16. Court Barton Close  

17. Millennium Green (part of commemoration to 

American battery stationed here in the Second World 

War) 

18. School Lane 

19. Jericho Street (fire insurance sign on Black Rod) 

20. Baptist Church 

21. Broadlands 

22. Dinneford Street (pump at Sheep Dip) 

23. Thorverton Arms 

24. Jericho Street 

25. Dark Lane 
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Thorverton Church Choir   ♫ 
 

The choir has had another good year and has much 

enjoyed singing for a variety of occasions most 

recently of course for the carol service at Thorverton 

Church on Dec 17th.  We were joined on that 

occasion by 16 extra singers and many friends, 

family and neighbours in the congregation. It was a 

joyous and reflective preparation for Christmas. 

 

We regularly manage to sustain a choir of some 18 or 

so members singing soprano, alto, tenor and bass 

parts. Not all of our members would call themselves 

proper musicians or music readers but we manage as 

a group to achieve a high standard of singing and 

cover a very wide range of music not just from the 

UK! 

 

If you’d like to join us - all ages welcome - then 

we’d be very pleased to welcome you. 

Do contact me for more information or come along to 

hear us one Sunday morning or on one of our 

Thursday practice evenings. 

 

Thursday Choir Practices at Thorverton Church   

7.45 – 9.00pm 

 

Jan 4th, 18th, Feb 1st, 15th 

 

Services with Choir/Choir events 
 

Sun Jan   7th   Communion service 9.30 start 

Sun Jan 21st   Family Service  9.30 for 10.00 start  

Sun Feb 4
th
  Communion service 9.30 start 

Sun Feb 18th  Family Service  9.30 for 10.00 start 

 

CONTACT :  

 

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather Kershaw  

01392 860419  heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton  

 

 

 

Adverts 
 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 
or 0797 617 
5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day 

Breakfast and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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J’s  
Maintenance, Landscaping  

and Small Building Works 

01363 83088 or 07783 060072 

Email: johntharme@btinternet.com 

Call for a free quote 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Kevin Sussex 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 
07919950222 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service 

Also alterations undertaken 

 

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing 

Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Thursdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. 

Email: curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

  

Logs For Sale 

 

 £75 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Nick Bright 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon  
        Treasurer: Peter Stevens.  Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 

 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman  and Secretary: Paul Webb,  07944533372. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30 am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.00 – 14.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call, for emergencies only, on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 
 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

 
www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Sadly we say goodbye to Dr Keysell at the end of 2017 and, happily, hello to Dr Solman from the beginning of 2018 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Catherine Burkill Dr Jeff Solman 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday emergencies only 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you  

                      prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

                                           Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
                                                 Friday 08.30 - 17:00 
           There is now no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

On-line appointment booking  
Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2018 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise  

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 

 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

Jan 9
th
 (Tues) and 22

nd
     Jan 3

rd
 (Wed), 15

th
 and 29

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
Every fourth Thursday in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20.   
 

Dates for 2018: 
 

January 18th (may be a little later in arriving if the bridge is closed) 

February 15
th
,   March 15

th
,   April 12

th
,   May 10

th
,   June 7

th
,   July 5

th
,   August 2nd and 30

th
,   September 27

th
,  

October 25
th
,   November 22

nd
,  December 20

th
. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in January 
None  

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10 

from Latchmore Green. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.10 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (this is the 155 service), 18.10  

                      from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

                                                        16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10  

                   from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (this is the 155 service), 

                                                     17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2018 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

  

Details of most of these events are in Focus, usually in the Notices Section. 

 

JANUARY 

Fri 5
th
   Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00.   

Tues 9
th
  Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 12
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug 2.15 - 3.15pm 

Fri 26
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug 2.15 - 3.15pm 

Fri 26
th
  History Society, AGM followed by Graham Wills – Pinkery Pond and Simonsbath Canal (an 

Exmoor enigma), WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 27
th
  WI Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

 

FEBRUARY 

Fri 2
nd

   Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00.   

Tues 6
th
  WI meeting, “Devon Air Ambulance”, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Fri 9
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 - 3.15pm 

Tues 13
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 23
rd

   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 - 3.15pm 

Fri 23
rd

   History Society, Paul Roberts – History Maker: John Roberts, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

  
MARCH 

Fri 2
nd

   Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00.   

Sat 3
rd

   “Brush up your Shakespeare”, show by Exeter Drama Group, Memorial Hall. 

Tues 6
th
  WI meeting, “Claire Bliss – Fun With Scarves” – Open meeting WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Tues 13
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 23
rd  

History Society, Captain Jack Nott – The History of the Exeter Ship Canal, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

 

APRIL 

Tues 3
rd

  WI meeting, “Mid Devon Recycling”, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Thurs 19
th
 to  TADS presents “Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure” by James Barry, Memorial Hall, 7:30pm nightly. 

Sat 21
st
 (NB revised dates) 

Fri  27
th
  History Society, Dr David Parker – Devon and the First World War, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

 

MAY 

Tues 1
st
  WI meeting, AGM,WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Fri 25
th
   History Society, Exe Valley Railway – an evening of archive footage, WI Hut 7:20 pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 28
th
   History Society, Felicity Goodall - Lost Devon, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Winter  
Three of the winning entries in Thorverton School’s recent art competition: from top, by Jessie Hampson, Emma 

Tandy and Milly Hampson (detail from a rather larger picture).   

 
 

 
 

 

 


