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Editorial 
Was it a dry January for you?  That probably depends 

what Dry January means to you, but weather-wise it 

almost certainly wasn’t so good if you were working 

outside because it seems to me like we had nothing 

but a succession of showers, some quite heavy; 

perhaps I just notice these things more now that I 

don’t have a 9 to 5 indoor job any more and am 

looking instead to do some outdoor tasks.   

 

It has had a positive side though, in that I have been 

able to turn my attention to soup making, and I have 

found that to be a remarkably rewarding experience.  

For me, it is another example of the value of the 

internet, because I have just been able to look up 

soup recipes by typing in the couple of main 

vegetable ingredients that I have to hand. 

 

What has all this got to do with February’s Focus?  

Well not very much really, although I do carry 

analysis of the rainfall for 2017 and also there is the 

thought that we might try to put together a 

Thorverton calendar for 2019, which could include 

recipes as well as photos (see pages 29 and 23 

respectively). 

 

We were sorry to say goodbye to Russell Powell, 

after a long stint at the Farm Shop.  I don’t have 

details of the new arrangements for the Farm Shop in 

February, but will bring you them as soon as I am 

able to. 

 

We do have plenty of other items in this month’s 

Focus, suggesting that the village has plenty going 

on.  Please support the events – and the village 

businesses and functions – because you know what 

they say about using it or losing it.  One event to 

forewarn you of, even though it isn’t until early-

March, is the Focus AGM (see Notice on page 11).  

Focus is long overdue a new editor – this old one has 

been in that role for almost 13 years now.  If you 

think that you might be interested in taking on the 

role, do get in touch with me so that I can give you 

more detail on what it entails.  We have a really good 

team, so it is not too arduous a task. And as for the 

perks... 

 

Thank you for purchasing this copy of Focus (or if 

you didn’t, but are just reading an online version, 

please consider buying one next month).  I have been 

pleased with the printing arrangements, but we do 

need people to buy Focus each month and to support 

the local businesses that advertise in the magazine; 

without the advertising revenue the magazine would 

be unsustainable. 

 

Bring on some better weather. 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
From Stella and Dickie Barron of the Exeter Inn 

 

The Exeter Inn would like to thank everyone who 

supported the Christmas Draw to raise money for 

Marie Cutie. Customers and friends have been 

extremely supportive, donating prizes and entering 

the draw. A particularly big thank you to Bristol John 

and Cat Moger for all their hard work. 

An amazing sum of £1,300 was raised through the 

draw. 

 

Also, the Exeter Inn raised a further £425 from their 

rugby supporters who generously donate to this 

worthy charity. 

 

In total then, £1,725 has been raised for Marie Curie. 

A big thank you to everyone who so kindly supported 

this. 

 

From Royston Kershaw , Churchwarden 

  

I thought you might like to know that we have just 

paid in excess of £500 to Children’s Hospice SW, 

being the combined collections from our Carol and 

Christmas Day Services. Thank you to those who 

contributed. 

 

 

Thorverton Memorial 
Hall  
Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

Some of the activities and 

events planned for 2018 at 

the Hall 

 

Regular activities 

Monday evenings:  

Fitness Class  
that targets every muscle in the body. Suitable 

for every level of fitness.  Contact Aaron 

Cottrell, 07964733708. 

 
Tuesday mornings (10-11 a.m):  

Pilates  

9 Jan-6 Feb, 20 Feb 

27 March,  17 April-22 May, 5 June-  

24 July. Contact Alice Weekes,  

07860644544;  

aliceweekes25@gmailcom. 

 

 

Wednesday afternoons 

Children’s Dance  

Contact Sue Blackmuir, 01392 276174 or 

07581086989;  

sueballet@hotmail.co.uk. 

 
Thursday mornings 
Baby and Toddler Group 

Contact Fiona Benson, 01392 861738 or Amy 

Crebo, 01392 860435;  

welshpixi@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Thursday evenings 

Yoga 

Contact Heather Colley, 01392 861476 or 07981 

144911; heathercolley@f2s.com. 

 

Friday morning 

Thorverton Art Group. 

 Contact Barrie Phillips, 01392 860529; 

bandjphillips@btinternet.com. 

 
Saturday mornings (9.30–11.15)  (second 

Saturday of the month). 

Saturday Market and Big Breakfast  

 

One-off Events 

 
Saturday 3 March  

BRUSH UP ON YOUR SHAKESPEARE 

presented by the Exeter Drama Company. An 

evening of comedy sketches, musical entertainment, 

dreadful puns, insults, hilarious monologues and a 

mad dash through an hysterical ‘Fifteen Minute 

Hamlet’. Give it a go!  Tickets, £7 from the Dairy or 

hallticketsales@gmail.com 

 

Tuesday 27 March 

Easter Bingo 

 

19-21 April 

TADS presents 

Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure 

 
Saturday 19 May 

Pie and Quiz Evening 

 
Saturday 23 June 

Beach Party 

 

Saturday 14 July 

Fun Day 

mailto:sueballet@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:welshpixi@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:heathercolley@f2s.com
mailto:bandjphillips@btinternet.com
mailto:hallticketsales@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 9
th
 January 2018. The latest meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane  

or on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

13
th

 February 2018 at Thorverton Memorial Hall at 7.30pm  

and all are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Budget review and setting of the Precept for the 2018/2019 tax year 

Following a review of the budget and precept documents (see website) the PC resolved not to increase the precept 

for the coming year and to keep it level with last year’s demand at £19,518.00 net after the deduction of the 

available MDDC grant funding.  

 

Section 106 funding – local development 

Funding is now available to spend on ‘open spaces and recreational facilities’ within the parish, as a result of the 

Court Barton development, and the PC wants to know how you feel these funds, approximately £17,000, should be 

spent.  Look out for the poster on the website, noticeboards, in Focus and on Next Door and get your suggestions 

into me as soon as possible. You can drop a note through my door at Dinneford House, e-mail me on 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com or talk to a Parish Councillor. 

 

Planning Applications: none received to the date of the meeting.  

 

Planning Decisions:  

a) 17/01734/FULL erection of a general purpose agricultural building at Raddon Barton, Thorverton. Granted. 

b) 18/00012/NMA non material amendment for 13/00989/FULL to allow alterations to windows and change of 

roof materials from tiles to slate at land to the rear of the Exeter Inn, Bullen Street, Thorverton. Granted. 

 

Grant Funding 

The PC resolved to give Tiverton & District Community Transport Association/Ring and Ride (TDCTA) grant 

funding to the value of £200.00 due to its continued support to local residents. Grant funding to Torridge, North, 

Mid and West Devon Citizens Advice (CAB) was, however, not granted due to it not being a local organisation and 

following feedback from parishioners. If you belong to, or know of, a local organisation in need of grant funding 

please get in touch.  
 

Dark Lane 
Following a review of three Structural Engineers quotes it was resolved to appoint StructureHaus to carry out the 

investigatory work on the Dark Lane. This work is required to enable the best way forward, regarding the 

rebuilding of the wall, to be ascertained. Once this initial work has been completed costings can be assessed, and 

grant funding can be sought, with the view of getting the wall rebuilt as soon as possible. DCC Highways has 

advised that Dark Lane will remain closed, for safety reasons, until the work on Crossways Cottage has been 

completed.  
 

The new Cemetery 

The PC are currently liaising with the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and DCC regarding the acquiring of funding to 

cover the required archaeological dig on the preferred Dark Lane site. It is hoped that funding can be secured for a 

‘community based dig’ which will allow members of the public to ‘have a go’ and help get the work completed 

under the Supervision of an expert. The Planning Application has temporarily been delayed until a response has 

been received from the HLF.   
 

Court Barton S106 Agreement Deed of Variation – keeping affordable homes ‘local’ Devon and Cornwall 

Housing (DCH) has agreed to the suggested wording submitted by the PC regarding the S106 Agreement 

amendment, in order to keep the Court Barton affordable homes for people with local ties primarily, and the 

document has now been escalated to MDDC for processing. The PC has requested the support of D/Cllr Deed to 

help move this matter forward as it is important that the document is finalised prior to the development being 

completed. 

 

Village Tidy Up Day - coming to your village soon! See next month’s Focus for more information. 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Notice Board  

 

 
 

A look at Luke 
Who do people say Jesus is? 

Come and join the group in the 
Thorverton Arms 

Fridays 9th and 23rd February 
2.15-3.15pm 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 
 

 
Thorverton Baptist Church 

 

will be holding their monthly  

Coffee Morning 
(or tea if you prefer!) 

 

Friday 2nd February and Friday 6th April from 

10.30 to 12 noon 
 

A warm welcome to all 
 

 

SHARE, GROW, EAT 
 

Sustainable Crediton’s  
10th Annual Seed Share 

 

Saturday 24th February 11am to 2pm 
at the Boniface Centre 

 

Come and find some free seeds. Bring some to 
share if possible. 

Sharing seeds saved by local people, promotes 
biodiverse, low-cost local growing, and 

encourages gardeners to get to know each other 
and share skills. 

 

Come and enjoy stalls such as the  
Devon Wildlife Trust, Beekeeping, Orchards 

Live, Fairtrade, Composting, Crediton Pig club,  
the Medicinal Forest Garden Trust  

and many more local businesses and 
organisations interested in gardening, organic 

production, or other aspects of sustainable 
living. 

 

Lunches (this year made from waste food 
donated by local businesses,) tea and cakes. 

 

 

 

Silverton Memory Café 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall, Silverton, 

every Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.   

All welcome. 
 

Contact Annette Emmerson on 01392 860983 or 

annettejean@hotmail.co.uk for further details. 

 

Welcome Café 
 
 

The Welcome Café (normally open Monday 

afternoons in  the WI Hut) will not be running in 

January and February 2018, but will resume in 

the spring when hopefully the days will be 

warmer.  Opening date will be announced in 

February Focus.  

  

 
 

 

 

TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

(your local BANK) 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG   

01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting 

and packing materials, health lottery tickets, 

phone top-ups, laundry service, photocopying,  

helpful, friendly service 
  

EASY PARKING  
 

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

   Sat  8.00 – 12.00.   Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 
 

Thorverton Post Office 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat 9.00 – 12.00 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 
 

 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.co.uk
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SILVERTON LINK UP 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham 

House. Charity No. 1048253 ) 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients 

 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

 

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545 

Doreen Beer 860731           Stephen Roach 

861042 

MaryClare Smith 861916   Dave Sleep 860678 

Mary Hall 860532            John Pizey 861711 

Dave Cole 860030   Lorraine Yarnell 861240 

***John Owen-Jones 841085 

***This driver only does surgery 

appointments*** 

 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals 

and clinics in the area. 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT 

ONE OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED 

ABOVE, GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE 

AS POSSIBLE. 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation 

towards the Fund for the expenses of the drivers 

would be appreciated. 

Donations should be given direct to the driver, 

who issues a receipt. 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving 

up their time to help others in the community. 

Although they will do their best, they cannot 

always be available, so it may not always be 

possible to arrange a lift. 

 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk 

 
 

Likely road closure  

Road from Latchmoor Cross to Thorverton 

bridge –  

23/04 - 27/04/18 
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The new Thorverton postcard which is on sale in the Post 

Office.   

It costs 50p and is by Melanie McLoughlin from Rewe 
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Save the Date 

 

FRIDAY MARCH 23
RD

 2018 

 

Professor Mark Stoyle will give a talk (includes supper) 

 

Conflict and Calamity: Exeter and the Lower Exe 

Valley during the English Civil War 

 

(Contact:  Pat Brazil 01392 841475) 

 

 

FRIDAY APRIL 27
TH

 2018 

 

QUIZ NIGHT (includes supper) 

 

(Contact:  Molly Luxton 01392 841270) 

 

 

Brampford Speke Village Hall 
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
FEBRUARY 2018 Newsletter 

 

 

Events & activities for the     plus! 
 

 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 05 & 19 FEB 
St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton starts at 2:00 PM prompt.  Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment and raffle 

ticket (prizes!)  It’s fun, easy to learn and helps keep the brain cells active!  

 

AGM (to be followed by a Cheese & Wine buffet) – Tuesday 20
th

 FEB  

Due to St Mary’s Church Hall having insufficient capacity for members wishing to attend, this year’s AGM will 

again be held in the Millennium Hall Silverton commencing at 1100.  There will be a charge of £4 for anyone 

wishing to remain after the AGM for Cheese and a glass of wine. (Tickets available at the door).  The AGM is the 

place to find out what’s in-store for 2018 and replaces the usual monthly Coffee Morning in February. 

 

CLUB NEWS 

I am delighted to announce that Anita Harris of Stoke Canon has agreed to become our new treasurer replacing 

Karen Golby who is standing down due to other commitments. Welcome Anita and our grateful thanks to Karen for 

your time and effort given to the Club during the last year. 

 

SPRING OUTINGS (Pick-ups at Bickleigh, Silverton, Ruffwell, Rewe & S Canon) 

 

14
th
 MAR Evita – the stunning musical Torquay (PM matinee) £30 

22
nd

 MAR Royal Mint and Welsh National History Museum £20 

18
th
 APR Plymouth: Crownhill Fort, R. Wm Yard, Harbour cruise £20 

15
th
 MAY Caerhays Castle & Gardens with a visit to Mevagissey £22 

 

Full details of the 2018 programme will be available at the AGM to take away. 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or would like to join the Club please contact Martin Clough Club 

Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton EX5 4HW Devon Tel: 01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com.    Our website http//www.sevs.info will be updated following the AGM. 

 

 

 

THORVERTON 
ALLOTMENT FOR HIRE

NEED SOME EXERCISE? 
FANCY A BIT MORE GARDEN?
WANT TO GROW YOUR OWN 

FRUIT AND VEG?

Thorverton Parish Council has an 
allotment for hire – please 
contact Alison Marshall on 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com or 
01392 861228 for more 

information

Annual Allotment rent is £10 per year (Jan-Dec) 
and a refundable deposit of £25 is also payable

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Crediton Arts Centre Theatre  
 
Did you know about Crediton Arts Centre Theatre?  

Performances take place at the Centre in East Street, 

Crediton.    Do support one of our small local arts 

venues.  Here is a selection of events in February and 

March: 

 

Amazing Tales 
February 16, 2018 
What is a story? What is the truth? Are they 
two sides of a coin or two coins in the 
bottom of a well? Who is the storyteller? 
What might they reveal to us? These 
questions and many more will be addressed 
in the latest original musical from Crediton 
Youth Theatre, featuring songs, dances and 
video projection.  Whilst we can't promise 
definitive answers, you are assured of a 
thoroughly entertaining performance.  
 www.credyt.co.uk 
Friday      17 February                         
7.30pm 
Saturday 18 February   4.00pm and 
7.30pm 
Tickets £6/£4 
 
 

Puppets: Snow White 
February 24, 2018 

 
 
Far, far away there lies a curiously 
mechanical kingdom in which everything 
ticks but nothing laughs. It is ruled by The-
Queen-Who-Never-Smiles and she is 
determined to control everyone and 
everything...even Time itself. Snow White 
knows what it is like to live in such an 

unhappy land, and our tale begins when she 
must flee for her life to escape the Queen's 
terrible jealousy. Seeking refuge in the 
mysterious Wild Wood, Snow White 
discovers she is not the only one who 
refuses to live in a world without laughter. 
Under the trees, little steps are being taken 
to bring about big changes.   
Angel Heart Puppet Theatre are celebrating 
their tenth anniversary by breathing new life 
into this timeless fairy tale, retold with a 
visually striking innovative style.  This is a 
family show, suitable for all children 4 years 
and above. 
Tickets: £7/£5    3pm 
 
 

Theatre: Great Expectations 
March 09, 2018 
 
 

Pip, a seven year old orphan boy, visits his 
mother’s grave. A frightening encounter with 
an escaped convict begins a series of 
events that will change his life forever. 
Some of Dickens most memorable 
characters are vividly brought to life in this 
anarchic and joyful one -man adaptation of 
this epic story by David Mynne. 
 
David is a Cornish based actor and a 
founder member of Kneehigh 
  
‘...mesmerising and joyful. I loved every 
second of it. Faultless.’ 
 
Tickets: £10/£8       7.30pm 

   

http://www.credyt.co.uk/
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Thorverton Church Choir ♫ 
      

Music plays an important part in many of our church 

services. We have a choir of some 18 or so voices 

singing soprano, alto, tenor and bass parts. If you’d 

like to join us - all ages welcome - then we’d be very 

pleased to welcome you. 

Do contact me for more information or come along to 

hear us one Sunday morning or on one of our 

Thursday practice evenings. 

 

Thursday Choir Practices at Thorverton Church   

7.45 – 9.00pm 

Feb 1st, 15th    Mar 1st, 8th, 22nd, (Wed) 28th 

 

Services with Choir/Choir events 
Sun  Feb   4th  Communion service 9.30 start                                                                                   

Sun  Feb 18th  Family Service  9.30 for 10.00 

start 

Sun  Mar  4th   Communion service 9.30 start     

Sun  Mar 11th  Family Service MOTHERING 

SUNDAY 9.30 for 10.00 service                                                                        

Sun  Mar 25th  BCP Mattins  9.30 service 

PALM SUNDAY 

CONTACT :  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419  

 heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton  

 

The speaker at the Ladies Group meeting will be 

Keith Badman on the History of Greenhouses. 

 

Focus AGM 

 
Wednesday  

7th March 2018 

7.30pm 

 

WI Hut 

 

Thorverton Outdoor Table Tennis Association 

 

 

How would you like to make more regular use of the table tennis table in the Recreation 

Ground?  Table tennis can provide great exercise in a sociable environment.  I would like 

to set up regular table tennis evenings from the spring through to the autumn.  If you would be interested in taking 

part – or even helping to organise things – do “totta” along to a short  inaugural meeting in the Exeter Inn at 8pm 

on Thursday 8
th

 February when we can discuss some practicalities, such as purchase, provision and storage of 

equipment; supervision; and timings. 

  Neville Lane 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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Church Services and News 
 FEBRUARY 2018 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 4 February 2nd Sunday before Lent 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  MSS 

09:30 am Open Door   Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Stoke Canon  KC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore                                       B Dugmore  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

05:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury                                     Lay Led & LF  

 

Sunday 11 February Sunday before Lent   

09:30 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Huxham KC 

09:30 am Family Service  Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton   

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon    

11:15 am Morning Worship   Rewe Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne KC 

 

Ash Wednesday 14 February 

07:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres KC 

 

Sunday 18 February Lent 1  

08:30 am Holy Communion [Said] [C] Brampford Speke SS 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury SS 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton 

10:00 am Family Service  Thorverton Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Poltimore Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon MSS  

 

Sunday 25 February Lent 2 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres KC 

09:30 am Informal Service  Cadbury                                  Lay Led & LF 

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word  Upton Pyne  Lay Led  

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church BOF 
   Joint with Parish Church 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe KC 

05:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham Lay Led   

 

 

Sunday 4 March Lent 3 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  KC 

09:30 am Open Door   Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke Lay Led  

10:00 am Informal Gathering   Stoke Canon   

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

05:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury                                  Lay Led & LF  

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  
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style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

 

Parish Letter 
Candles, Candlemas & Baptisms  

 
Hot on the heels of Christmas and Epiphany, or more 

precisely forty days after Christmas Day, comes the 

Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus, also 

known as the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, and perhaps best known as Candlemas 

Day. Best known possibly, but maybe not very well 

known at all by many. This is in spite of it being one 

of the oldest feasts of the Christian church dating 

back to the 4th century in Jerusalem. 

 

Christmas Day has been celebrated on 25th 

December in the west since AD354 and consequently 

Candlemas Day falls on 2nd February (decree of 

Pope Liberius). It is not celebrated as a public  

 

 

holiday in the west but some Christians, rather than 

regarding it as " unlucky " to not observe the twelfth 

night or Epiphany eve, will leave their Christmas 

decorations, including Nativity scenes, until 

Candlemas. Other customs and emblems include 

crepe making, particularly in France, snowdrops 

(known as Candlemas bells), and the blessing of 

candles. So where do candles fit into the picture?  

This Festival primarily focuses on Christ's early life, 

and as suggested by the feast day title, initially 

celebrates the presentation of baby Jesus to God in 

the temple. Simeon held up Jesus saying the all so 

familiar words that "he would be a light for 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org


Focus on Thorverton  14         Vol 49 No 2 – February 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

revelation to the gentiles" (Luke 2. 32).  Candles of 

course are the symbol for this light. 

 

Christ's early life could be considered to continue up 

to the time of his Baptism by John the Baptist at the 

age of thirty. It was after this that he started his 

ministry.  It therefore feels very appropriate that we 

have two Baptisms in our Mission Community very 

much around the time of Candlemas; on 4th February 

at Stoke Canon and on 11th February at Huxham. 

What better timing could there be to welcome new 

Christians into the Church of Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Bring on the candles! 

Miles Joyner 

Poltimore & Huxham PCC 

 

Note. While there are no specific Candlemas services 

listed in our Mission Community, there is a sung 

mass, procession and Blessing of candles at St 

Martin and All Angels at Mount Dinham on 2nd 

February at 7.30pm. Visitors are welcome. 

 

 

 

Baptist Church 

The magnum opus of Saint Paul 

Practically all bible teaching is situational, that is to 

say it is laid down in response to a given situation. 

 For example, the Christians at Corinth sent the 

Apostle a list of questions that were troubling them. 

 Basically it all involved details of how to apply their 

faith in everyday living.  Was it all right to accept an 

invitation to a banquet organised in a heathen 

temple?  What if it turned out that the meat on the 

table had been dedicated to idols?  And what about 

resolving disputes?  Was a Christian allowed to go to 

court and leave local magistrates to pronounce 

judgment when there were differences of opinion? 

 And so the questions went on. 

 

So as to help them with their problems, the Apostle 

Paul writes back to give them mature advice and to 

lay down some basic principles so that they can put 

their house in order.  And Christians today, some 

2000 years later, still follow those principles even 

though local and personal situations will be very 

different. 

 

However, to that general rule about local 

circumstances there is one big difference in the New 

Testament, and that is the letter to the Romans. 

 Unlike Paul's other communications, this one is 

written as a theological treatise.  On this particular 

occasion, Paul is not writing to Christians in Rome in 

response to questions they have put to him or to sort 

out some issues that have come to his attention.  In 

fact, he doesn't even know the Church in Rome 

personally.  With regard to most of his 

correspondence he is writing to Churches he actually 

founded himself in circumstances related in the book 

of Acts.  With Romans it's different.  He's never met 

the believers there, but reports of their outstanding 

faith have come to his ears from all sorts of different 

quarters.  So instead of a visit which is impossible for 

him at the time, he sends a letter, the next best thing; 

not some hasty note dashed off in the heat of the 

moment in response to a pressing problem, but on the 

contrary a long and detailed exposition setting out the 

fruit of his many years of meditation on some of the 

great themes of the Christian faith. 

 

It is in chapter 12 that he makes an impassioned 

appeal to his readers: 'Present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice.'  Why 'your bodies' rather than  just 

'yourselves' ?  Perhaps this has to do with the 

essential earthiness of Christianity, which is not airy 

fairy but practical.  It recognises that we live out our 

lives here on earth in a body.  At the very beginning, 

God endowed us with human bodies.  We reminded 
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ourselves over the Christmas period how God came 

down to earth in a body, that of a baby.  That same 

child was to grow up and suffer for us on a cross 

bodily.  The Creed says: 'I believe in the resurrection 

of the body.'  

 

And then - 'a living sacrifice.'  Now those words don't 

usually go together.  In fact you may consider them 

as an oxymoron, a contradiction in terms, since the 

whole point of a sacrifice, in the Old Testament 

scheme of things, was that it was dead.  It was an 

animal that had been killed and placed on an altar as 

an offering to God.  So Paul is here exhorting 

Christians to be 'living sacrifices' for God and just as 

the sacrifices in the Old Testament had to be of a 

perfect animal without blemish or defect so believers 

are called to be holy and pleasing to God, dedicated 

to his service. 

 

John Wesley in his famous hymn 'O thou who came 

straight from above' catches the spirit of the depth of 

commitment that is called for here: 

 

Ready for all thy perfect will, 

My acts of faith and love repeat, 

Till death thy endless mercies seal 

And make the sacrifice complete. 

 
Maurice Harrison 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request? 

If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday  between 
10.00 and 12 noon when I will be happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 

 

 
 

Women’s Institute  
 W.I Programme for 2018 

All Tuesday meetings, which start at 7.30pm 

 

February 6
th
   : Devon Air Ambulance 

March 6
th
       : Claire Bliss,  Fun with scarves – Open  

                                                                       meeting 

April 3
rd

         : Mid Devon Recycling 

May 1
st
           : A.G.M. 

June 5
th
           : John Smith from Tesco’s 

July 3
rd

            : Belvedere Tower – Sue Knox 

August 7
th
       : Tulita Cross – Jewellery 

September 4
th 

 : Beetle Drive 

October 2
nd

     : Brian Carlson – Pelargoniums 

November 6
th
  : Fiona Harrison – Living in France 

                         (please note change of date) 

December 4
th
   : Carol Service, Exeter Cathedral 

 

There was no meeting in January, instead our WI late 

Christmas celebration was held at the Stables at 

Cowley  

Judy Bright 

 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

Although it is still chilly outside, tennis continues, 

with club sessions well attended, and winter league 

matches progressing steadily. The club committee is 

busy planning its annual AGM, the Wimbledon ballot 

and maintenance of the court surfaces, lighting and 

surrounding vegetation.  

 

We are always keen to recruit new members of all 

ages and abilities, so do look at our website  

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk  and contact our 

membership secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259  

for any questions or if you would like to come and 

try us out ( two free sessions before making a 

decision) 

 

 Our coach Toby Harradence offers Junior Coaching 

on Wednesday evenings, and is available for 

individual coaching sessions at other times. 

Sally Baldwin 

 

Recipe 
Winter Potato Bake 

 

Locally grown potatoes and red onions are good 

when cooked with stock and paprika. For four 

portions use: 

 

 1 lb (500g) potatoes  

4 oz (100g) red onions  

2 tablespoons organic rapeseed oil  

1 tsp paprika  

Meat or vegetable stock  

Chopped parsley to garnish 

 

Finely chop the onions and cook over a gentle heat in 

the rapeseed oil until soft. Add the peeled potatoes 

cut into bite size chunks. Place in a casserole and 

season with salt, freshly ground black pepper and a 

generous teaspoon of smoked paprika. Three quarters 

cover with meat or vegetable stock and bake until the 

potatoes are soft, and brown on top. Sprinkle with 

chopped parsley.  

 

Paul Cleave 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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New Year’s Day walk to Raddon 
Top 

 

A group of family and friends met at our house 

“Lynch Cottage” at 10.30am for our Annual New 

Year’s Day walk to Raddon Top, this walk was our 

17
th
 year to check on the trees planted in the 

Millennium 2000.  

 

After a small glass of port for the adults who wanted 

one we set off along lynch road and then the 

footpaths to the top, after a bit of a rainy start the sun 

came out and made it feel warm and pleasant and of 

course we had the wonderful views. 

 

After our group photograph we headed back a 

different route, with the farmer’s permission we 

walked along the ridge back to Eastern Down then 

back along Dinneford Meadow to the Sheep Dip, it 

was really nice to see all the children walk both 

ways.  

 

Meanwhile during our walk back Penny, Nic and 

Sarah had driven back and was preparing a brunch 

for everyone, which we all really enjoyed, afterwards 

we played two games of friendly Bingo for prize’s, 

we all had a most enjoyable day, which lasted five 

hours from 10.30am to 3.30pm. 

  

Everyone paid five pounds and we have donated all 

the money £115 to the Thorverton Pre-School.   

 

Alex & Penny Fice.   

 

Photo by Stuart Crebo 



Focus on Thorverton  17         Vol 49 No 2 – February 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What money cannot buy 
Despite the daily news reports of NHS failures at the 

beginning of the year the reality, certainly in the 

South West, is that it does a very impressive job most 

of the time in most of the places.  Good news rarely 

makes the news and there are dangers of trumpeting 

success in such an uncontrollable environment.  

However we should recognize and praise our local 

hospitals for coping so well with the recent Flu 

outbreak. This is an example of forward planning, a 

coordinated high standard of hospital and community 

care together the excellence of Devon GPs.  However 

pride comes before a fall so everyone will be quietly 

getting on with doing their jobs in the hope we will 

soon see winter pressures subsiding whilst all 

knowing that there is always the possibility of a sharp 

turn in the other direction.  The balance of supply and 

demand is always precarious in a system that is 

driven with efficiency as one of its core values.   

 

There are calls from all parts of the system for the 

Government to give the NHS more money.  The 

fundamental question is what this money will be used 

for. Whilst more doctors and nurses are required they 

cannot be produced from thin air and what the NHS 

immediately needs, more than anything else, is carers 

to provide more support for patients at home.  

Currently the system is struggling to find these 

employees. One immediate option would be for the 

politicians to relax local budgeting rules, look at 

healthcare investment over 5 years or longer and 

hopefully enable carers to be paid at a higher rate so 

making the job more attractive.  

 

Of course the most important and unsung heroes of 

the NHS are not the employees but the voluntary 

carers who work 24/7 looking after their relatives. I 

come across amazing care provided by families on a 

daily basis. It is going to be more and more essential 

to offer these carers on-going support.  In the near 

future The Friends of Wyndham House will be 

setting up a Carers Support Group in Silverton 

hopefully with regular meetings at The Lamb Inn.  

Keep a look out for the adverts, come along if you 

are carer and, if not, see if you can maybe help to 

ensure someone who looks after their relative next 

door or across the road could be freed up to have a 

break to make the meeting.  These are the people 

who are not employed, do not get paid, do not shout 

about what they do, never make the news and yet are 

one of the cornerstones of the whole system – they 

need our support and thanks.  Without them the NHS 

would not function.   

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 

 

 

Daffodils 
At the time of writing January is half-way through 

already and spring won’t be long, just around the 

corner as we say. Spring is my favourite season of 

the year with all the flowers waking up and coming 

to life again. It’s lovely. 

 

I have already seen daffodils for sale in town and my 

sister says hers in the garden are in bud. Which 

reminds me, when I was a little girl my mother wrote 

this little piece down for me. I don’t know where she 

got it from; it could have been from school. Does 

anyone out there know where it comes from? 

 

Daffodil 

She wore her yellow sun-bonnet 

 

She wore her greenest gown 

 

She turned to the South wind 

 

And curtsied up and down 

 

She turned to the sunlight 

 

And shook her yellow head 

 

And whispered to her neighbour 

 

‘ Winter is dead’ 

 

 

 

Hope you all have a Happy New Year and a lovely 

Easter. 

Loreen Large 
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Legal Eagle 
  

Reivers or moss-troopers were the names given to 

border raiders in the 16
th
 and early part of the 17

th
 

centuries. The word ‘Blackmail’ derives from the 

practice of the chieftains ordering landowners to pay 

them protection money in order to avoid being 

pillaged. The “mail” in the word meant “tribute, rent” 

and was derived from an old Scandinavian word, 

“mal” meaning agreement. The “black” in blackmail 

is generally believed to be a play on “white money” 

the term for the silver coins with which tenant 

farmers traditionally paid their legitimate rent.  

 

The present law of Blackmail is to be found in Theft 

Act 1968 and the case law which has developed over 

the years. 

 

Section 21(1) of the 68 Act defines the offence in the 

following terms: 

 

(1) “A person is guilty of blackmail if, with a 
view to gain for himself or another or with 
intent to cause loss to another, he makes 
any unwarranted demand with menaces....” 

 

Regular readers of ‘Legal Eagle’ will be aware that, 

as a general rule, criminal offences consist of two 

elements, namely the actus reus and the mens rea. 

The actus reus of Blackmail involves (a) a demand; 

(b) with menaces. A demand can take any form, 

verbal, written or conduct. It can be expressed or 

implied. For the purposes of an implied demand what 

must be established is that “…an ordinary reasonable 

man would understand that a demand….was being 

made….” Collister –v- Warhurst [1955]. 

 

Section 21(2) provides, “The nature of the act or 

omission demanded is immaterial and it is also 

immaterial whether the menaces relate to action to 

be taken by the person making the demand.” 

 

Blackmail is complete on the making of the demand 

and the prosecution are not required to prove that the 

victim complied or that the accused obtained 

anything by his actions. 

 

There is no statutory definition of the term 

“menaces” with the consequence that the word is to 

be given its ordinary language meaning. According 

to Lord Wright in Thorne –v- Motor Trade 

Association [1937] it includes not only threats of 

violence but also threats of anything detrimental or 

unpleasant. In Clear [1968] the court stated that what 

was required was that the threat was of “such a 

nature and extent that the mind of an ordinary person 

of normal stability and courage might be influenced 

or made apprehensive so as to accede unwillingly to 

the demand”.  

 

The Case of Harry [1974] provides an illustration. H 

sent letters to 115 local shopkeepers asking them to 

buy immunity posters by contributing to a Student 

Rag Appeal in aid of charity. The purpose of the 

poster was to “protect you from any Rag Activity 

which could in any way cause you inconvenience”. 

The poster read “These premises are immune from 

Rag ’73 activities whatever they may be.” In 

directing an acquittal of blackmail, Judge Petre said 

“Menaces is a strong word. You may think that 

menaces must be of a fairly stern nature to fall within 

the definition.” Whilst this view is no doubt correct, 

had the threat been of something more serious than 

mere ‘inconvenience’ then it might well have 

amounted to a ‘menace’. 

 

The test in Clear is an objective one. In Garwood 

[1987] the Court of Appeal introduced a subjective 

element. The accused believed that his victim had 

burgled his house and demanded the sum of £10 ‘to 

make it quits’. The victim handed over the money. 

The Court held that menaces did not exist unless (a) 

they would affect the mind of a reasonable person or 

(b) did affect the mind of the victim and the accused 

knew that his actions were likely to have such an 

effect. 

 

The mens rea of blackmail requires that the demand 

is: 

 

(a) unwarranted; and 
 

(b) made with a view to gain or intent to cause 
loss. 
 

A demand for menaces is unwarranted unless the 

person making the demand does so in the belief: 

 

(a) that there are reasonable grounds for 
making the demand; and 

 

(b) that the use of the menaces is a proper 
means of reinforcing the demand. S21 (1). 
 

In consequence, a demand is unwarranted unless the 

person making the demand believes not only that he 

is justified, legally or morally, in making it, but also 

that the means he adopted were a proper means of 

reinforcing the demand. 

 

Where the conduct threatened (the ‘menace’) 

amounts to a criminal offence, and the person making 

the threat was aware of this, then he cannot assert 

that he believed the menaces to be a proper means of 
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enforcing the demand. Where the person making the 

demand threatens action, which is not criminal or 

action which he does not know to be criminal, the 

menaces may still be regarded as unwarranted if he 

did not believe the harm threatened would generally 

be regarded as proper in the sense of morally and 

socially acceptable behaviour. 

 

The person making the demand must do so with a 

view to gain for himself or another or with intention 

to cause loss to another. The statutory provision is to 

be found in S34 (2) (a): 

 

“Gain and loss are to be construed as extending only 

to gain or loss in money or other property but as 

extending to any such gain or loss whether 

temporary or permanent; and (i)’gain’ includes a 

gain by keeping what one has, as well as gain by 

getting what one has not; and (ii)’loss’ includes a 

loss by not getting what one might get, as well as a 

loss by parting with what one has.” 

 

So, in Harry you have an example of a view to 

making a gain for another, namely the charity or 

charities to whom the money raised would ultimately 

be handed over, but you also have the intention to 

cause a loss, namely to the shopkeepers in receipt of 

the immunity posters; either will suffice for the 

offence. Indeed, the only thing that would seem to be 

missing from Harry is the lack of a ‘menace’. Had 

there been a menace then the accused would have 

been faced with persuading the court that he believed 

that there were reasonable grounds for making the 

demand and that the use of the menace was a proper 

means of reinforcing the demand.  

 

 

Footnote. As I predicted some months ago, the court 

has decided that my sister-in-law may keep her 

chickens although (again as I predicted), they do 

have to be moved to a different part of the garden. 

The court has also ordered that all of the costs of the 

proceedings must be paid by the neighbours who 

brought the action. 

 
 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid Devon Local Plan  

Having taken specialist legal advice, Mid Devon District Council previously requested an adjournment of the initial 

Local Plan Hearings that were due to take place in September 2017, leading to a delay in the planned timetable.  

This independent assessment is now complete and the Council is to consider the findings of this assessment and next 

steps for the Local Plan Review at meetings of the Cabinet on 9 February 2018 and Council on 21 February 2018. The 

consultant considers the work undertaken by the Council to be proportionate and appropriate to meet the legal 

requirements. 

Councillor Richard Chesterton, Cabinet Member for Planning and Economic Development, said: 

“The outcome of this review is good news for Mid Devon since it independently confirms the sustainability appraisal 

work to be proportionate and appropriate to meet legal requirements. The Council will shortly have the opportunity to 

consider these findings and I am hopeful that we can seek to restart the examination process as soon as possible, to 

concentrate on securing the quality development envisaged in the new Plan. Having an adopted up to date Local Plan 

will secure our 5 year supply of land for new homes and help protect areas from speculative development.” 

Mid Devon Councillors will consider a report on the outcome of this review process and decide on the way forward with 

the Local Plan Review. The report will recommend that a six week period of public consultation on the review’s 

findings and Sustainability Assessment Update (2018) is undertaken, in order that the examination process into the 

Local Plan itself can be restarted.  

The new Local Plan is currently with an independent Planning Inspector to examine the Local Plan and all comments 

received.  

The submission to the Planning Inspectorate also includes the Council’s proposals for the funding of infrastructure from 

development (the Community Infrastructure Levy Draft Charging Schedule). This will also be independently examined 

at the same time as the Local Plan.  

     

  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMTE2LjgzNzY2NTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDExNi44Mzc2NjU0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTU3ODc0JmVtYWlsaWQ9bmV2aWxsZXNsYW5lQGdtYWlsLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9bmV2aWxsZXNsYW5lQGdtYWlsLmNvbSZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&100&&&https://www.middevonnewscentre.info/mid-devon-local-plan-goes-back-to-council-following-independent-review/
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Tree down 
The Copper Beech in The Lodge garden comes down 

photos by John Spivey  
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Archie Roberts 

The Charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava during 

the Crimean War is remembered as one of the most 

heroic, daring – and deadly – in the history of 

military conflict. It is immortalised in paintings, 

poetry and books. 

It is hard to imagine that in the highly mechanised 

Great War of 1914-1918, with heavy artillery used to 

such devastating effect on the Western Front in 

France and on battlefields in the Balkans and 

Mesopotamia, the cavalry still had an important role 

to play. 

But they did, particularly in the deserts of 

Mesopotamia, the country we know today as Iraq. 

And it was there that Archibald Roberts, of 

Thorverton, took part in two of the greatest cavalry 

charges of the Great War, ones to rival the Charge of 

the Light Brigade. 

Archibald, or ‘Archie’ as he was known, was a young 

private in the 13
th
 Hussars when, in a dense and 

blinding dust storm, they charged Turkish soldiers 

over the desert sands at Lajj, close to the River 

Tigris, in March 1917. 

He and his men were met by a ‘blaze’ of rifle and 

machine gun fire and bombs from a network of secret 

trenches which killed or wounded many officers and 

men who were thrown from dying or injured horses. 

The casualties suffered by his regiment were greater 

than those they sustained – formerly as the 13
th
 Light 

Dragoons – 63 years earlier in the ill-fated Charge of 

the Light Brigade, on October 25, 1854. But Archie 

survived to fight another day. 

Just a few weeks before the Great War ended, he and 

the 13
th
 Hussars took part in a celebrated attack on 

enemy positions at Hadraniya in Mesopotamia – 

charging across open ground in the face of heavy 

shell fire, and then climbing a steep cliff to fight on 

foot with rifles and bayonets. 

The regiment’s commanding officer, Lieutenant-

Colonel James Jardine Richardson, said generals and 

other eye-witnesses described the 13
th
 Hussars’ 

courageous attack at Hadraniya as the ‘finest thing 

they had ever seen’. 

Archie’s remarkable story is told for the first time in 

a new book which reveals that he was one of 30 

grandsons of John Roberts, of Witheridge, to serve in 

the Great War. 

Archie was honourably discharged from the 13
th
 

Hussars in December 1918 after being wounded in 

service. An agricultural worker, he was 25 when he 

married 19-year-old Edith Mary Batten at Thorverton 

Parish Church in 1922. They had six children. Archie 

lived his final years at Bullen Close, Thorverton. He 

died there in November 1968, aged 74. Edith died in 

February 1984, aged 80. 

 

John Roberts had 15 children and almost 100 

grandchildren. He died aged 90 in 1919, just a few 

months after the war ended. Of his grandsons who 

went to war, seven never made it home, including 

two sets of brothers from Tiverton and Rackenford. 

Ten years ago, I found a grainy old picture of John 

on a village history archive. At that stage, I didn’t 

know who he was. But he shared my surname. And, 

with his bushy sideburns, beard and broad smile, he 

looked so much like my father. The caption beneath 

the image astounded me. It said that John had 30 

grandsons in active service in the Great War. 

Incredibly, he turned out to be my great-great 

grandfather. 

 

The discovery marked the start of a quest to find all I 

could about the octogenarian and his family. Now, 

the extraordinary tale of John and his grandsons – 

who served on the Western Front, in Mesopotamia, 

Gallipoli, Egypt and Palestine – is revealed in 

History Maker: John Roberts – the man with 30 

grandsons in the Great War. 

 

The book, to be published early in February, also 

puts the spotlight on: 

 The enormity of the sacrifices made during 

the war by families in Devon who had up to 

nine sons serving their King and country 

 The controversy that raged as farmers and 

their sons became caught up in a bitter and 

divisive war of words at home over 

recruitment to the Armed Forces  

 And how Devon paid a magnificent tribute 

to its fallen heroes 

Paul Roberts 

 

Note: Paul is to give a talk about the book at a 

meeting of Thorverton and District History Society at 

Thorverton WI Hut, at 7.30pm on Friday, February 

23. 
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Raddon Top from Shobrooke

 

Photo by Mike Stannard 

 

 

The road to Bidwell Cross    Spring at By Way Farm 

       

 

    
Photos by Neville Lane 
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Thorverton Calendar 2019 
Time for another Thorverton calendar? We are 

considering putting one together for 2019. It would 

be comprised of photos by villagers of local 

landscapes, buildings or Thorverton life. Perhaps we 

should have recipes of Thorverton on each page too 

(or on the back of each page).  

 

We mention it now so that you can have your 

cameras at the ready to take suitably seasonal shots 

over the next 8 months for use in the calendar. It 

would be our intention to have a judging panel in 

early-autumn, to choose 12 pictures for the calendar.  

More details later, but in the meantime, get snapping.  

 

Ed

 

National Express Coach Tickets 

 
If you, or your friends or relatives intend to travel by 

National Express coach you might be interested to 

know that tickets – which must be booked and 

purchased before the day of travel - can be bought at 

Thorverton Post Office, thus saving you a trip to 

Exeter Bus Station if you are unable or do not wish to 

book electronically. 

 

Further information about this may be obtained from 

the post office. 

 

So next time you intend to travel by coach - to 

destinations within the UK or even further afield in 

Europe - please consider purchasing your ticket from 

your local post office! (Opening hours 9am - 1pm 

and 2 - 5.30pm Mondays to Fridays and 9am to 12 on 

Saturdays). 

 

 

 
Chris Cousins and Ian Stoyle, winners of 

the Crediton Bridge Club cup for several 

years, but just beaten in 2017 by Brian 

Furner (a Cadbury resident!).  
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd               

supporting   Thorverton Post Office         
Do remember that our TCT shop and Thorverton 

Post Office need your support all year round, not just 

at Christmas time. Please come to us first before 

shopping elsewhere. 

 

We’ve recently acquired some lovely new postcards 

of Thorverton scenes which might be just what you 

need when contacting friends and family. Do come to 

see them and buy! Our thanks go to local 

photographer Melanie McLoughlin for producing 

these. 

 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd  

Chair and Company Secretary                                

Jan Hamilton              07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 

 
From the Focus Archives 
I have been trawling through old copies of Focus 

from the 1970s and 1980s and over the next year 

I intend to reproduce items from that period, 

which may be of interest to villagers, as they 

show something of a rather different age.  I came 

across several items about "Church Sheep" 

(probably best explained in the cutting below, by 

T Derwent Davies from July 1974): 

 
Church Sheep 

As most of the farmers know, we buy our Church 

Sheep in July, and Mr Fred Ayre has already 

mentioned his willingness to do the purchasing for us 

as he has in the past. 

 

Because the farmers keep our sheep for us at their 

own expense, providing food, vets’ fees, and labour 

costs, we are able to make a great deal from our 

sheep than they do from their own. This year we have 

made a profit of £139.44 and still have two sheep left 

“in stock”. 

 

I would like to thank all the farmers concerned who 

subsidise us in this way. We owe them a great deal of 

gratitude. May I ask them if we may continue in their 

debt again this year? 

 

If you are willing to take some of our sheep would 

you let either Fred Ayre or me know as soon as 

possible, so that we will know how many to buy? 

 

Focus of August 1975 noted a profit of some 

£199.82; and May 1976 noted a profit of £616.37.  

Profits were £341.16 in 1977, when the comment was 

made that "unfortunately there was a heavy 

downpour just as our sheep were about to be 

auctioned, and had it not been for this the profit 

would have been higher".  In 1978 the profit was just 

£160. I think that this may have been the last year of 

Church Sheep for I have come across no later 

records in Focus. 

 

On a different subject, the following on Thorverton 

Bridge was penned by GHJ Fursdon in December 

1973: 

 

Turning now to a more topical subject (yes it was 

topical then too), namely the strain on old bridges 

(“greater than was ever contemplated by the 

builder”!), about 1908-9 a photograph of the new 

river bridge being built at Thorverton was published 

showing the old bridge only a few yards upstream, 

before it was dismantled. The heading read “A 

gradient that will please motorists” and the report 

was as follows: “Something is at last being done to 

make our roads suitable to modern requirements. 

Thorverton Bridge, well known to travellers through 

Devon, whether by motor or otherwise, on account of 

its steep gradient, is being replaced by a new bridge 

much easier in gradient. The illustration shows the 

new bridge in course of construction, and it’s height 

compared with the old one. Elsewhere, reinforced 

concrete - which practically means concrete 

strengthening by steel rods - has been applied with 

great success. When Mr Ingram, CE, MIME, the 

County Surveyor for the northern portion of 

Devonshire, received instructions to build a new 

bridge over the Exe at Thorverton, it seemed to him 

that this was a suitable opportunity for utilising 

reinforced concrete in the structure itself, in 

conjunction with expanded metal for the roadway 

and paths. 

 

The old bridge at Thorverton appears to have been 

constructed somewhere about 200 years ago. There is 

no precise record of the building.  There are five 

arches - three carrying the approach on the western. 

Side, one the approach on the eastern side, and the 

fifth arch spanning the river.  The rise from the level 

to the crown of the bridge is no less than 40 feet.  

The descent on either side is thus very steep - trying 

for horses, and, under certain circumstances, 

dangerous. 

 

Lately the approaches to the bridge have been 

subjected to a greater strain than was ever 

contemplated by the builder. The weight of traction 

engines has “squeezed” out some of the material 

from between the arches. If the bridge were to be 

repaired, it was seen that the spaces between the 

arches would have to be filled with concrete, which, 

from time to time, would require renewal, and the old 

objections of undue strain and occasional danger 

would be perpetuated. 



Focus on Thorverton  25         Vol 49 No 2 – February 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The following, also on Thorverton Bridge, was sent in by Barrie Phillips rather more recently: 
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TARTS News 

 
 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

Recent walks: - 

 

 

On December 22
nd

 we had our annual Christmas 

meal at the Thorverton Arms. Having been a little 

underwhelmed the previous year we were delighted 

with both the food and the service. Mary could not 

have been more helpful and accommodating right 

from the start, nothing was too much trouble. Twenty 

one of us sat down to a thoroughly enjoyable 

evening, a number we never seem to get up to on the 

walks – I can’t imagine why! With the meal being a 

Friday this year we didn’t have the opportunity to get 

out for a short festive walk beforehand, but I’m sure 

there will be plenty of walks to enjoy in 2018. 

Many thanks to the Thorverton Arms for their 

hospitality. 

 

Recent walks: 

 

Saturday 13th January 

 

This walk didn’t start according to plan as upon 

arrival at the main entrance to East Dartmoor Nature 

Reserve Yarner Wood, access was denied due to 

essential repairs to pipes and a bridge. We had to 

drive up the road to the next car park and walk back 

down to join the bridleway at Reddaford Water. This 

route then took us up to join the Templer Way and 

granite tramway.  

 

The granite tramway here lies within part of Yarner 

wood where we stopped for coffee, sitting among 

beech trees that are thought to have been planted in 

1820 when the tramway was constructed. Mike 

pointed out feather and tare markings in the tramway 

where the granite slabs had been spliced in two.  

 

We continued along the Templer Way until we 

reached the beginning of oak coppice. Here we left 

the Templer Way to carry on our circular walk 

around the perimeter of Yarner Wood. Within the 

oak wood we passed a couple of small gushing 

waterfalls. On leaving the oaks we paused for lunch 

before entering a short piece of open moorland. A lot 

of rain was forecast for today but we hardly had any, 

only a few drops during our lunch break. 

 

After a short walk along the road we re-entered 

Yarner Wood beside North Lodge and followed the 

trail through the wood eventually exiting the wood to 

return to the car park.  

 

Thanks must go to Ro for giving me information to 

plan the walk and for accompanying me on the reccy.  

 

Future walks: 

 

Details of the next set of walks will be sent to those 

on the email list and posted on the village 

noticeboard and in the Post Office about a week 

before the walk.   

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 

Photo by Rowena Garne 
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photos above by Jean Brown,  below by Mike Stannard
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Nature Notes 
 

Very early signs of spring were noted in December 

when in some gardens daffodils and narcissi started 

flowering. Male Blackbirds were taking an interest in 

their brown females.  Corvids were seen in 

copulation in a tree near the pig fields on the edge of 

Upton Pyne on Christmas Day. It was difficult to tell 

if they were rooks, crows or ravens. As I was driving 

past this area recently I noticed several corvids 

hopping around on the grass verge. In slowing down, 

my curiosity was rewarded when I spotted their 

interest was in a dead pheasant. On Boxing Day 

around 23.15 hours and for the first time this winter I 

heard a dog fox barking in the cold air, hoping for a 

response from a vixon.  

 

January has given local daytime sightings of foxes in 

lovely condition with thick fur coats. Pigeons and 

Blackbirds have been seen feasting on ivy berries, the 

seeds dispersed far and wide through their poo. In 

some places Hazel catkins are already fully expanded 

ready to shower pollen onto their tiny female flowers. 

In my garden a male Great Spotted Woodpecker has 

been feeding on fat balls and peanuts and winter 

flowering honeysuckle flowers and cherry buds have 

been enjoyed by a handsome male and female 

Bullfinch. The 15
th
 January was one of a very few 

warmer days in the month, reaching around 11 

degrees Celsius but warm enough for a young 

Drinker moth larva to come out of its winter hiding 

place. It measured 20mm and when full grown will 

reach 65mm long.    

                   . 

A to Z  Holly, Ivy and Holly Blue Butterfly 

 

The holly and the ivy 

And the Holly Blue 

Of all the plants in the garden 

The Holly Blue uses two. 

 

The first generation of the Holly Blue butterfly 

Celastrina argiolus is on the wing from late March to 

early June. The butterfly tends to rest with its wings 

closed and is most noticeable by the silvery light blue 

underside of its wings with black dots and dashes. It 

also has the habit of flying at the top of the hedgeline 

which other blue butterflies don’t do. Around 

Thorverton we are likely to only see two species of 

butterfly that are blue in colour, the other one being 

the Common Blue Polyommatus icarus and is on the 

wing in summer. Nature is unpredictable and as with 

all things you never know what is going to turn up so 

if you see an unusual looking blue, take a picture. In 

recent years the Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus 

has ventured over from the Continent. 

 

Eggs from the first generation of Holly Blue are laid 

at the base of unopened holly flower buds or leaf 

stalks if the holly is a male tree, having no flowers. 

The emerged larvae feed on holly and when fully 

grown may pupate on the underside of a leaf, on 

twigs or branches. From these pupae emerge the 

second generation of adult Holly Blue and are on the 

wing from around mid-July and throughout August, 

sometimes into September. 

 

The second generation butterflies lay their eggs on 

ivy flower buds. The fact that the Holly Blue chooses 

a different species of plant on which to lay eggs is 

quite unique among British butterflies. After 

hatching, larvae feed on ivy and pupate on the plant. 

These pupae overwinter and emerge as adults in 

spring and thus complete the life cycle of the Holly 

Blue. 

 

Larvae of the Holly Blue can be all green, pink and 

green or maroon and green in colour. One day my 

daughter and I made a trip in the car to Exeter. As we 

were driving along my attention was drawn to a small 

larva on the windscreen. I stopped the car and picked 

the larva off the windscreen. The only container I had 

in the car was a lipstick holder so in went the larva to 

be released later. This little larva was bright green 

and pink. At that time I didn’t know whether it was a 

butterfly or moth larva. One big clue to help me was 

our car port has ivy growing over part of it and was 

where the car had been parked before setting off on 

our trip. The larva must have dropped or been 

dislodged from the ivy. Much later on in time I was 

reading through one of my books and came across a 

description of Holly Blue larvae, mystery solved. 

 

Although holly and ivy are favoured larval food 

plants, the Holly Blue is known to also utilise 

dogwood, gorse, spindle and bramble. 

 

Last Words 

 

I have read that at the beginning of February winter 

will finally arrive, let’s wait and see. Any decent 

sunshine this month will encourage more insects to 

venture briefly out of hibernation. It’s that time of 

year again folks – who will be first to find frogspawn 

and first to hear the drumming of a woodpecker?                 

 

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Rainfall Record 
 

The final total rainfall for Thorverton in 2017 was 

810.9 mm (about 32 inches), which, remarkably, was 

within one millimetre of the total for 2016!  This 

compares with the ten-year average for Thorverton of 

937 mm.  

 

The chart below shows the monthly rainfall totals for 

2017 compared with the monthly average totals for 

the past ten years.  It will be seen that December 

2017 was the wettest month of the year – largely 

thanks to 45.5 mm falling on Boxing Day and the 

following day.  July and September were also 

relatively wet, however, October and November were 

uncommonly dry.  The longest dry spell was between 

April 3
rd

 and 30
th
 with just three days of rain recorded 

over that period (and even then little more than a few 

drops); this was followed by a deluge on 1
st
 May 

before another nine dry days.  Interestingly - to me 

anyway - only 167 days of the year (46%) were dry.  

Strangely, exactly the same number of days were dry 

in 2016!   

 Neville Lane 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Garden in February 
January has proved to be cold, windy, and wet. Let’s 

hope that February brings a drier spell as the 

evenings are beginning to draw out and when the sun 

comes out there is definitely some warmth in a 

sheltered corner. February is the month for busy 

indoor seed growing for the vegetable grower. If, like 

me, you like to grow on your own seeds, now is the 

time to get started. A few years ago I purchased a 

small propagator. This comprises of a large plastic 

box with a clear plastic lid and a heating wire in the 

base. Once plugged in, it will give a constant heat on 

the bottom of the box suitable for stimulating seed 

growth. It is not necessary to have this equipment to 

start your seeds but it quickens up the process. A 

warm window shelf will do but be aware of great 

changes in temperature if it is sunny or cloudy. 

 

At the beginning of the month, I shall start broad 

bean seeds, these are all in individual pots of 9 cms. 

They will stay in these pots until they are planted out. 

All the other seeds, one pot of celeriac and 

cauliflower, and 2 pots of lettuce will be pricked out 

into individual pots when big enough to handle. I 

tend to use the same soil compost for all pot plants 

and seeds. In fact seeds do not need nutrients as such 

because the seed case will provide for all their wants 
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and it is not until they have a good root that they will 

need help from the soil. 

 

Two things to remember with pots of soil for seeds, 

one is that the soil needs to be firm and flat near the 

top but not at the top of the pot and secondly, once 

the seeds are placed in the pot and lightly covered 

with soil, give the pot a very good soaking of water 

using a rose on a watering can before you place it in 

its warm place. This will moisten the soil right the 

way through the pot and usually provides enough 

water for several days and allows germination to take 

place before watering again. In the propagator these 

seeds will start to germinate within a couple of days 

for the lettuce, but well over a week for the celeriac. 

They need to be removed as soon as they are 2 cms 

high or else they become leggy very quickly. They 

are then placed on a table near a window for light and 

watered very lightly if drying out. Be careful not to 

get the soil too wet. It should feel damp to the touch 

but not waterlogged. Each day, turn the pot to give 

all seedlings equal amounts of light. 

 

In the middle of February, I shall sow peas and sugar 

snaps individually in pots, and sweet peas, four seeds 

to a pot and start them in the propagator. Prick out 

the lettuce seeds and move into the unheated glass 

house if weather not too cold. The broad beans will 

be moved into a cold frame to harden off and another 

16 pots placed in the propagator for a second sowing. 

Leeks will be sown in a bucket in the glass house. 

 

 If you have put off pruning your apple and pear 

trees, you need to move on with this job [just done it, 

thanks – Ed]. If your trees are free standing, winter is 

the best time for pruning. If your fruit is against a 

wall and trained as an espalier or fan or cordon you 

will summer prune, unless they have been neglected 

and need some reshaping. Basically winter pruning is 

used to shape the free standing tree and enable it to 

produce good fruit. Summer pruning will enhance the 

fruit production of a tree that has a trained restricted 

growth.    

 

Many people take over neglected apple and pear trees 

and it is difficult to correct this neglect quickly. Take 

your time over this. It will probably take at least four 

years to correct and needs to be done gradually so 

that you do not frighten the tree into thinking it has to 

grow lots of new water shoots which are weak and 

unsightly. Firstly remove any obviously damaged or 

dead growth. Next remove criss-crossing branches. 

This might be enough for the first year but if you feel 

you can safely remove more, take out some of the 

middle growth to open up the centre. Next year do 

the same, with maybe some removal of congestion in 

the spur growth. 

 

Apples fall mainly into two categories. Most apple 

trees produce fruit on a spur system along the main 

branches and laterals of the tree. Some apple trees, 

however, grow their fruit at the end section of the 

branches. These are called tip bearers. It is necessary 

to recognize where the apples are grown on your tree 

so that you do not cut back the tips of a tip bearing 

tree and lose your fruit. Less pruning is needed for 

these trees. 

 

Well, Neville, a few tips there as we might say. Don’t 

forget to buy your seed potatoes as soon as possible 

and start to chit them [just done that this week, 

thanks – Ed]. Also look out for the summer onion 

sets which should be on sale soon. 

 

Well done anyone who had a go at the Xmas quiz.  

 

Here are the answers. 

 

1—Mistletoe   

  

2---Ivy (as in Ivybridge)  

 

3---Hollyoaks  

  

4---Primrose   

 

5---Cornus   

 

6---Cyclamen  

 

7---Holly Berry 

 

8---Spruce   

 

9---Yew   

 

10---Pointsettia  

  

11---Hellebore   

 

12---African Violet 

 

Congratulations to Donna and John Hodge who 

submitted a nearly fully correct set of answers to 

what I felt was a difficult quiz (although Lorraine 

assured me that it was really quite easy).  A suitable 

prize will be coming to them very shortly (let us hope 

that they like growing onions).  Ed. 

 

                                    Happy Gardening 

                                                     Lorraine 

                            

 

 Lorraine Colebrook 
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Boxing Day Hunt 

 
 

 

  

                               

Photos by Maggie Dunlop 
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 Football Club 
 

Not too many games to 

update on due to the adverse 

ground conditions.  Indeed, 

the first and second teams 

have each played only 10 

league matches so far this 

season.  

 

 At the time of writing, the second team lie 10th of 15 

teams in Division 2, with 15 points from their 10 

games (with at least two games in hand over every 

one of the teams above them), while the second team 

stand third in Division 8 with 25 points from their 10 

games - just six points behind the leaders and with 

three games in hand. 

 

Do support the team at the Rec. 

 
 

A cautionary tale 
A society I’ve been a member for over twenty years 

has recently been subjected to an expensive internet 

fraud, losing over £20,000.   

 

I will avoid boring you with the specifics, but the 

investigation was closed when the Police Operation 

Falcon realised they could not pursue it further. 

 

This quote from their final letter explains “AOL is an 

email service provider based in the USA and as such 

they do not have to comply with law enforcement 

requests from outside their jurisdiction – from 

experience we know that AOL will not provide us 

with the information needed to create further lines of 

enquiry in this case....”  

 

 The society is often asked to dispose of sometimes 

quite substantial and valuable collections via society 

auctions. 

 

This has worked well over the years with the 

Chairman requesting the Treasurer, via email, to 

make resulting payments to individuals, benefactors, 

executors or solicitors. 

 

It later transpired the requests were not from the 

“Chairman” but from a fraudster who had somehow 

obtained the identity of the Chairman’s AOL email 

address. 

 

Four transfers were made and it was only when a 

fifth failed it was realised payments had been made 

to the fraudsters UK accounts, which had been 

cleaned out on receipt of funds and closed. 

    

Barrie Phillips 

  

P.S  Don’t worry - it’s not Thorverton Art Group or 

History Society   

 

 

 

Poetry 
The Book 

 

"The book", it looked mysterious 

With an unusual cover, 

Owls upon snarled branches 

Moonlight beaming over, 

A winding path - a lonesome cott. 

I must read this; but I could not, 

I turned the first page to seek out 

What on earth was it about? 

Quite unreadable: what surprise! 

No words at all before my eyes. 

This was a book which must be filled, 

By thoughts and memories; yet unspilled, 

Given by a thoughtful friend 

Who wished to read each page to end. 

An empty book in which to write 

My thoughts in verse, for other's sight. 

How kind of her to inspire me, 

To fill this book with poetry. 

I know not how, I know not when 

Each verse will come; but grasp the pen 

And as a fish must take the bait, 

Words are sought and rhymes relate. 

This wordless book, by such I'm smitten 

Week by week it must be written, 

A task to hold me fast for ages 

A poem each for many pages 

Thank you kind friend for this gift 

To hold me focused when I drift. 

 

Doreen Beer 
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Garden Club 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

 

Adverts
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 
or 0797 617 
5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day 

Breakfast and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Kevin Sussex 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 
07919950222 

 

 

 
 

Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service 

Also alterations undertaken 

 

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing 

Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Thursdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. 

Email: curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

  

Logs For Sale 

 

 £75 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Nick Bright 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon  
        Treasurer: Peter Stevens.  Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 

 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman  and Secretary: Paul Webb,  07944533372. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30 am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.00 – 14.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call, for emergencies only, on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 
 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Sadly we say goodbye to Nurse Mags Keysell at the end of January and, happily, hello to Nurse Elaine 

Rolfe from the beginning of February 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Catherine Burkill Dr Jeff Solman 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you prefer. 

Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs.  08:30 - 18:00 

   Friday              08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00 There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions 

may be  

   Friday                         08.30 - 17:00 collected all through the day. 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

 

On-line appointment booking   

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2018 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise  

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 

 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

Feb 5
th
 & 19

th      
Feb 12

th
& 26

th 

March 5
th
& 19

th      
March12

th
& 26

th 

 

Mobile Library 
Every fourth Thursday in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20.   
 

Dates for 2018: 
 

February 15
th
,   March 15

th
,   April 12

th
,   May 10

th
,   June 7

th
,   July 5

th
,   August 2nd and 30

th
,   September 27

th
,  

October 25
th
,   November 22

nd
,  December 20

th
. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in February 
6

th
 Feb  Her Majesty’s Accession 

19
th
 Feb Birthday of the Duke of York 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10 

from Latchmore Green. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.10 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (this is the 155 service), 18.10  

                      from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

                                                        16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10  

                   from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (this is the 155 service), 

                                                     17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2018 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

  

Details of most of these events are in Focus, usually in the Notices Section. 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

Fri 2
nd

   Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00.   

Tues 6
th
  WI meeting, “Devon Air Ambulance”, WI Hut,7.30pm 

Thurs 8
th   

Ladies Group
  
, Keith Badman –The History of Greenhouses, 7 for 7.30pm, Moss Bank, School 

Lane 

Thurs 8
th
 Thorverton Outdoor Table Tennis

  
Association Inaugural Meeting , Exeter Inn, 8pm 

Fri 9
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 - 3.15pm 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

Tues 13
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Mon 19
th
 Garden Club, Catriona Fursdon on Fursdon House and Gardens, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 

7.30pm 

Fri 23
rd

   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 - 3.15pm 

Fri 23
rd

   History Society, Paul Roberts – History Maker: John Roberts, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

  
MARCH 

Fri 2
nd

  Women's World Day of Prayer annual service, Thorverton Parish Church, 11.00am, followed by 

Soup Lunch.  All welcome. No Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church this day - instead please join 

us at the Parish Church at 11.00 am for the W.W.D.of P. service and lunch. 

Sat 3
rd

   “Brush up your Shakespeare”, show by Exeter Drama Group, Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Tues 6
th
  WI meeting, “Claire Bliss – Fun With Scarves” – Open meeting WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Wed 7
th
  Focus AGM   WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

Sat 10
th
  Travelling Trends Fashion Show, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Tues 13
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm            

Sat 17
th 

             Coffee Morning & Bring & Buy,  Memorial Hall,  10.00-12.00. Fun stalls, games, plants,  

 bric–a- brac raffle,  etc., In aid of greyhound rescue 

Mon 19
th
 Garden Club,  Todd Gray on Devon’s Historic Gardens, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 23
rd  

History Society, Captain Jack Nott – The History of the Exeter Ship Canal, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

Tues 27
th 

Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall, eyes down 7.30pm 

 

APRIL 

Tues 3
rd

  WI meeting, “Mid Devon Recycling”, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 6
th  

Coffee Morning  Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

Thurs 19
th
 to  TADS presents “Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure” by James Barry, Memorial Hall, 7:30pm nightly. 

Sat 21
st
    

Fri  27
th
  History Society, Dr David Parker – Devon and the First World War, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

 

MAY 

Tues 1
st
  WI meeting, AGM,WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Tues- Sat15
th
 – 19

th   
 East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church 

Sat 19
th  

Pie and Quiz, Memorial Hall, 7pm 

Fri 25
th
   History Society, Exe Valley Railway – an evening of archive footage, WI Hut 7:20 pm 

 

JUNE 

Sat 23
rd  

Beach Party, Memorial
  
Hall (time tba) 

 

 

  

  

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Rainbow - looking towards Ford Meadow (photo by Neville Lane) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of Thorverton from near Cadbury   (Photo by Mike Stannard) 


