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Editorial 
My thanks go to those who asked after me, wished 

me a speedy recovery and helped me over the first 

three weeks of February when I was distinctly – and 

uncommonly for me – poorly.  It did give me the 

opportunity to find out just what a good service our 

surgery provides (other surgeries are available of 

course); and I can confirm that it really is a first class 

service.  I have been more reliant than ever on my 

assistant editors, for this month Fiona Harrison.  

Fiona and Eileen Mason, who generally do alternate 

months, really are the power that brings Focus 

together.  Fortunately, with their hard work the 

editor’s role is fairly straightforward. 

 

March 7
th
 is the date of the Focus Annual General 

Meeting.  You will see elsewhere that I have said a 

little about it.  This is an opportunity to give us 

feedback, to suggest how we might improve Focus 

(preferably with offers of help in making any 

improvements), and to suggest how we might use any 

funds. We would particularly like to see 

representatives from village organisations, with 

whom we might work together even better for mutual 

benefit.  As an aside, I have already indicated that I 

feel that we would benefit from a change of editor, so 

please don’t be shy if you would like to give it a go.  

No particular experience is necessary, just a 

willingness to get stuck in and a few ideas. 

 

I am pleased to see that the Diary page is almost full 

with events in March and April.  Correspondingly, 

the Notices section is longer than usual, running to 

more than 10 pages.  This is very encouraging, 

indicating a village emerging from the winter and 

springing into action.  I am sure that one of the 

highlights will be “Brush up your Shakespeare”, 

which is being performed by the Exeter Drama 

Group at the Memorial Hall on 3
rd

 March.  If I might 

look ahead to April, I do hope that you will support 

the TADS production – “Sherlock’s Excellent 

Adventure”.  As one of the cast (fear not, I have only 

a very small part), I can tell you that a lot of work 

goes into these productions, with even the smallest 

details considered.  Please get tickets to one of the 

performances.  I am sure that you will not be 

disappointed. 

 

In last month’s Focus I mentioned the possibility of 

producing a calendar for 2019.  This is a very real 

possibility, about which we will say more in future 

editions of Focus, but for now, please take the 

opportunity to take any photos which might be 

suitable for the calendar.  Photos might be of 

landscape or buildings or of village events.  We 

really don’t want to be too prescriptive. 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Chris Cousins, The Berry 
 

In her Focus article (Feb 2018) Loreen Large asked 

for information about the Daffodils poem her mother 

had given her. The title is actually Daffodowndilly 

and comes from the 1924 poetry collection for 

children When We Were Very Young by A A Milne.  

 

 

From Fiona Harrison 

 

Visiting times at the RD&E Hospital, Wonford, are 

now from 8am to 8pm daily in all wards, as from 

mid-February!  I hope it eases the parking problem. 

 

 
 
 
Thorverton Memorial 
Hall  
Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 
LAST CHANCE TO 

BOOK!! 
A fun-packed, hilarious evening that will make you 

ache from laughing. 

 

Saturday 3 March, 7.30 p.m. 

BRUSH UP ON YOUR SHAKESPEARE 
 

Tickets £7 from the Berry Dairy, 860088 or 

hallticketsales@gmail.com 

 

Other one-off events in March 
 

Saturday 10 March, 9.30: Saturday Market and Big 

Breakfast 
 

Saturday10 March: Travelling Trends Fashion 

Show. Doors open 7.00 p.m. Show starts 7.30.  

Tickets, £5.00, from the Berry Dairy or Ferndale, 

Bullen Street, 861765. 

 

Sunday 11 March: Car Boot Sale,  

open 8.30am for sellers, 9.00am for buyers.   

£3: to book space, tel. 860088 or 

john.wjhodge@btopenworld.com.  

Tea, coffee, bacon baps available. 
 

Saturday 27 March: Easter Bingo,  

doors open 7.00; eyes down 7.30.  Bar. 

 

Regular weekly activities 

Monday evenings: Fitness Class.   

Tuesday mornings: Pilates.  

Wednesday afternoons: Children’s Dance.   

Thursday mornings: Baby and Toddler Group.  

Thursday evenings: Yoga.   

Friday mornings: Art Group.    

For more details: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

Events later in the year 
 

Tuesday 24 April 7.30: Memorial Hall AGM.  All 

welcome to come and comment on, or find out more 

about, the hall’s programmes and activities.  

Representatives from other local organisations 

particularly welcome. We are seeking closer 

collaboration! 

 

Saturday 19 May: Pie and Quiz Evening. 

Saturday 23 June: Beach Party. 

Saturday 14 July: Fun Day 

 

February Saturday Market Draw results 

1
st
 prize: Chicken Dinner, Sue Maguire;  

2
nd

 prize: Bottle of Wine, Lin Balkwell;  

3
rd

 prize: Box of Chocolates, Jane Flaxington;  

4
th
 prize: Chocolates: Jane King.  

 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hallticketsales@gmail.com
mailto:john.wjhodge@btopenworld.com
http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 13
th
 February 2018. The latest meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane  

or on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

13
th

 March 2018 at Thorverton Memorial Hall at 7.30pm  

and all are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Planning Applications:   

a) 18/00036/CAT Notification of intention to reduce 1 Monterey Cypress by 3m; reduce 1 Leylandii tree by 8m; 

remove 2 stems on 1 Monterey Cypress, remove one branch on 1 Lime tree and fell 1 Ash tree within the 

Conservation Area at The Garden House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton.  The PC resolved to submit the comment 

‘the work appears to be quite extensive but as long as the Conservation Officer is satisfied with the application 

then the PC would be too’.   

b) 17/01716/FULL revised drawings (date 7
th

 Feb) - reinstate access and farm track to agricultural land at 

School Lane, Thorverton. The PC resolved to submit the comment ‘the revised drawings do not provide the 

information required to address the objections raised by the local Highways Authority. No levels, or sections, have 

been shown and the drawings do not demonstrate that the access gradient can be achieved at one in ten. The 

retention of the bank obstructs visibility above 600mm. Soakaway does not indicate a depth. An apron of 10 

metres, as required by Highways, has not been addressed. Visibility splays should be shown in both directions 

from both exits’.   

c) 17/01652/FULL revised/additional drawings (date 9
th

 Feb) retention of widening of two exiting farm 

gateways one to include associated engineering works at junction of Hulk Lane and School Lane, Thorverton. No 

comment.   

d) 18/00096/FULL conversion of barn to dwelling at Pitt Farm, Thorverton. No comment.  

e) 17/01779/FULL revised drawings (date 29
th

 Jan) erection of a one bedroomed dwelling with garage 

following demolition of existing garages and workshop at Dark Lane, Thorverton. The PC resolved to submit no 

further comment on this application and noted the latest comments from the Conservation Officer.   

Planning Decisions: none.  

 

The new Cemetery - The PC are still awaiting a response from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) regarding grant 

funding to cover the ‘community dig’ costs on the preferred Dark Lane site.  

Dark Lane wall – the investigatory work, by Structurhaus, will commence shortly and the results of this will 

determine the way forward regarding the required repairs to the wall and the costs involved.    

Jericho Street road sign – the PC are pleased to be able to confirm that a road sign will be placed on the Jubilee 

Green, in full view of vehicles approaching from Silver Street, warning that Jericho Street is not suitable for 

HGV’s. The PC thanked C/Cllr Squires for her support with this matter.     

Secure Storage for the ride-on-mower at the Recreation Ground – the PC resolved to purchase a new secure 

store to be placed in the Rec to house the ride-on-mower. The recently secured MDDC TAP Funding grant of £600. 

will go towards the costs involved.    

 

Handyman duties - Colin will be seeing to the following duties over the next couple of months: strim the bank 

behind the garages in the Quarry Car Park, clear the debris at the Quarry Car Park, strim along the road at the Rec, 

re-cork both noticeboards, clear the surface water/pipe at the bottom of the footpath leading from The Glebe to 

School Lane, create a channel for surface water from Crediton Road, past Raddon Court, to the adjoining field, 

cement approx. a metre along the base of the leat outside of the Church, clear the village leats of leaves and debris, 

spray the cobbled footpaths, cut the grass as required working around DCC/MDDC rotas, support with the Dark 

Lane wall investigatory work as required, investigate two pot holes in Silver Street. If you know of any other work 

needing attention please let me or a Councillor know.   
 

Your Parish Councillors: Nick Bright (Chairman), Stuart Crang (Vice Chairman), John Hodge, Neville Lane, 

Hilary Lawson, David Reygate, Graham Sims, John Spivey, Robert Turner and David Waldron.  
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Notice Board  
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Focus AGM 
 

Wednesday 7th March 2018 

7.30pm 

 

All welcome.  We particularly like to see 

representatives from village organisations 

and others who may wish to suggest how 

we can improve Focus and how we might 

use any spare funds. 

 

At the Baptist Church  
 

 

 

 

 
 

WI Soup and Pudding 

Evening 
Friday, 2nd March 

6.30pm for 7pm  

WI Hut 

Tickets £5 from Judy Bright 

860356  
 

Silverton Memory Café 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall, Silverton, 

every Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.   

All welcome. 
 

Contact Annette Emmerson on 01392 860983 or 

annettejean@hotmail.co.uk for further details. 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.co.uk
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A look at Luke 
Who do people say Jesus is? 

Come and join the group in the 
Thorverton Arms 

Fridays 9th and 23rd March 
2.15-3.15pm 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 
 
 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

will be holding their monthly  

Coffee Morning 
(or tea if you prefer!) 

 

Friday 6th April from 10.30 to 12 noon 
 

A warm welcome to all 
 

(There will be no Coffee Morning on Friday 2nd 

March as the Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Service is at 11am at the Parish Church, followed 

by soup lunch.  Do come and join us there.) 

  

Table Top Sale 
 

Saturday 3rd March 
 

11am-1pm at the WI Hut 
 

All in aid of Thorverton Pre-school 
 

Lots of bargains  
as well as tea/coffee and cakes 

 

If you would like a table on the day (they are 
£5 each) please contact Sharon McKee on 

07393 296147 / 01392 861914 or 
snlmckee@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

Likely road closure  

Road from Latchmoor Cross to 

Thorverton bridge – 23/04 - 

27/04/18 
 

 

 

 

 

Avon Representative for Thorverton 
 

Since our local rep of many years has 
recently given up, I will now be doing Avon 
in the Thorverton area. If you would like a 
brochure please let me know and I'll drop 

one in to you. 
Many thanks. Sharon McKee (prev. Tooze)  
07393 296147 /01392 861914 or by email 

snlmckee@hotmail.com 
Since our local rep of many years has 

recently given up, I will now be doing Avon 
in the Thorverton area. If you would like a 
brochure please let me know and I'll drop 

one in to you. 
Many thanks. Sharon McKee (prev. Tooze)  
07393 296147 /01392 861914 or by email 

snlmckee@hotmail.com 

 
 

TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS & 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 
 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG   
01392 860455 

 

offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards, local postcards, posting and packing 

materials, health lottery tickets, phone top-

ups, laundry service, photocopying  
 

Mothers’ Day + Easter cards now in 

stock 
- here to serve YOU and our local 

community 
 

EASY PARKING  
 

TCT Shop 
Mon – Fri  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

   Sat  8.00 – 12.00.   Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 
 

Thorverton Post Office 
Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat 9.00 – 12.00 

mailto:snlmckee@hotmail.com
mailto:snlmckee@hotmail.com
mailto:snlmckee@hotmail.com
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SILVERTON LINK UP 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients 

 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

 

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545 

Doreen Beer 860731           Stephen Roach 861042 

MaryClare Smith 861916   Dave Sleep 860678 

Mary Hall 860532            John Pizey 861711 

Dave Cole 860030   Lorraine Yarnell 861240 

***John Owen-Jones 841085 

***This driver only does surgery appointments*** 

 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT ONE 

OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS 

POSSIBLE. 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the 

Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 

appreciated. 

Donations should be given direct to the driver, who 

issues a receipt. 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up 

their time to help others in the community. Although 

they will do their best, they cannot always be 

available, so it may not always be possible to arrange 

a lift. 
 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Thorverton Parish Council – Allotment 

for rent 

The Parish Council has an Allotment in 

the village for rent at a cost of £10 per 

year (plus a £25 refundable deposit) so if 

you are interested in extending your 

garden or having a go at growing your 

own fruit, veg and flowers, please contact 

the Clerk, Alison Marshall, on Thorverton 

861228 or thorvertonpc@gmail.com for 

more information.  

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 
 

A date for your diary 
Please help raise funds for 

Silverton Link Up 
(Charity no. 1048253) 

 

DOREEN’S PLANT SALE 
 

SILVERTON COMMUNITY 

HALL 
 

SATURDAY 26
th

 MAY 
 

09.00 – 12.00 
 

Coffee / Tea,  Cake Stall,  Raffle 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Upton Pyne and District 

Garden Club 
 

Chairman Mrs June Nicks; Show secretary Mrs 

Chris Grundy, tel: 01392 851970 
 

Flower Show 
  

SATURDAY APRIL 28th  
 

Upton Pyne Village Hall,   

2.00 to 4.00 pm 
 

Free entry, teas and cakes, raffle. 
 

Entries to be brought in the morning between 

10.00 and 12.00  
 

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
Please read the schedule carefully and make sure 

that your entries match the description.  

Only one entry in each class.  
 

1. Daffodils or narcissi, 5 cut blooms in a vase, 

    can be mixed. 
 

2. Three tulips in a vase. 
 

3. Collection of spring flowers in a bowl or vase. 
 

4.  One stem each of three different foliage  

      shrubs, maximum width  18 “and height 24”. 
 

5.  One potted flowering plant –  

     Section (a) indoor, Section (b) outdoor. 
 

6.  One flowering head of a rhododendron in a  

     container. 
 

7.  Single camellia in a container. 
 

8.  Table centre decoration, may include non- 

     plant material, 12” overall. 
 

9.  One stem each of three flowering shrubs,  

    maximum width 18” and height 24”. 
 

10. One stem or branch of a flowering shrub or  

      climber. 
 

11. Spray or small bunch of flowers to be judged  

      for scent. 
 

12. Single stem of any flower or plant, indoor or  

      outdoor, not already in other classes. 
 

13. Cactus or succulent. 
 

14. Indoor foliage plant. 
 

15. Miniature arrangement, maximum overall  

       size 4.5”. 
 

16. Arrangement of fresh flowers in an unusual  

      container. 
 

17.  Miniature garden arranged on a dinner plate. 
 

17(a). Moss and rock, etc. garden on a tray – 

           max 12” x 15”. 
 

18. Children -  Miniature garden arranged on  

       a dinner plate. 
 

HOMECRAFT CLASSES 
 

19.  Lemon drizzle cake - own recipe. 

20.  Gingerbread - own recipe. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY/PICTURE CLASSES 
 

Maximum size of entry for photographs A5 - 

approx. 6” x 8” - including mount. No framed 

photos please. 
 

21.  Adult -  “Clouds”  or  “Cobwebs”. 

22.  Children - “Puddles”. 

23.  Children - Painting or drawing of a flower. 

************************** 

 

FRIDAY APRIL 27
th

 2018 

 

QUIZ NIGHT (includes supper) 

 

(Contact:  Molly Luxton 01392 841270) 

 

Brampford Speke Village Hall 
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
MARCH 2018 Newsletter 

 

Events & activities for the                plus! 
 

COFFEE MORNING – Tuesday 13th March  

St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton is the place between 10.00 & 11.30.  An opportunity to chat, take part in our 

optional quiz and raffle or book an outing. Entrance charge £1:00 includes refreshments. Everyone welcome! 
 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 05 & 19 MAR 

At St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton: starts at 2:00 PM prompt.  Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment and 

raffle ticket (prizes!)  It’s fun, easy to learn and helps keep the brain cells active!  Can’t play? – we’ll teach 

you! 
 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS (Usual Exe Valley pick-ups: check programme for times) 
 

22nd MAR Royal Mint and Welsh National History Museum £20 

18th APR Plymouth: Crownhill Fort, R. Wm Yard, Harbour cruise £20 

15th MAY Caerhays Castle & Gardens with a visit to Mevagissey £22 

20th JUN New Forest Tour also visiting Lymington & Lyndhurst  £12 

 

Our first two outings of the year (Evita on the 14th March) is fully booked but places are currently still available 

on the other outings listed above.  On our visit to the Royal Mint you will see how pieces of metal are struck 

into coins (£3 extra for opportunity to strike your own coin) with self-guided interactive exhibition to explore six 

further zones. Afterwards we have a short visit to the Welsh National History Museum. We start our April tour 

to Plymouth with a guided tour of Crownhill Fort first built to protect the Royal Naval Dockyard at Devonport 

and later used in both WW1 and as an anti-aircraft site in WW2.  Afterwards there is free time to explore the 

range of shops, restaurants, bars and galleries on the massive ex-naval Victualing Yard site before rounding 

off the day with a Dockyard & Harbour boat cruise. 
 

If you are interested in any of the above events & would like to join the Club please contact Martin Clough 

Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton EX5 4HW Devon 01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com


Focus on Thorverton  11         Vol 49 No 3 – March 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Crediton Arts Centre Theatre  
 

Performances take place at the Centre in East Street.   

Do support one of our small local arts venues.   
 

Theatre: Great Expectations 
March 09, 2018 
 

 

Pip, a seven year old orphan boy, visits his 
mother’s grave. A frightening encounter with 
an escaped convict begins a series of 
events that will change his life forever. 
Some of Dickens most memorable 
characters are vividly brought to life in this 
anarchic and joyful one -man adaptation of 
this epic story by David Mynne. 
 

David is a Cornish-based actor and a 
founder member 
of Kneehigh. 
  

‘...mesmerising 
and joyful. I loved 
every second of 
it. Faultless.’ 
 
Tickets: £10/£8       7.30pm 
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THORVERTON CHURCH 

CHOIR     ♫ 
 

We sing really GOOD STUFF – if you don’t believe 

this please contact me for more information or 

come along to hear us one Sunday morning or on 

one of our Thursday practice evenings.  

It’s quality and it’s fun. 
 

Thursday Choir Practices at Thorverton Church   

7.45 – 9.00pm 

Mar 1st, 8th, 22nd, (Wed) 28th    

Apr 12th, 26th 
 

Services with Choir/Choir events 
Sun  Mar  4th   Communion service 9.30 start.     

Sun  Mar 11th  Family Service MOTHERING  

                         SUNDAY 9.30 for 10.00 service.                                                                        

Sun  Mar 25th  PALM SUNDAY. BCP Mattins 

                         9.30 service.  

Sun  Apr   1st   EASTER.  Family Communion  

                          9.30 start. 

Sun  Apr 15th  Family Service 9.30 for 10.00 

                         service. 

CONTACT :  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419  

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton  

 

 

 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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UPTON PYNE AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 
Monday 19th March     7.30pm in the Village Hall 

             Our speaker is local historian    Todd Gray  on     ‘Devon’s Historic Gardens’ 

  

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting for the Parish of St Thomas of  Canterbury 

Thorverton will be held in the Parish Church at 7-30 pm on Monday 19th March. 
 

 

 
 

FURSDON, CADBURY, DEVON.EX5 5JS 
www.fursdon.co.uk 01392 860860 

 
Come and visit one of Devon’s oldest family homes. Stroll in grounds and lovely walled garden and sample 

delicious home baking in the Coach Hall tea room. 
 

OPEN: GARDENS & TEAS: Bank Holiday Mondays, every Wednesday and Thursday afternoon from Easter to end 
of September from 2-5pm  

HOUSE TOURS at 2.30 and 3.30pm are on same days as above in June, July and August only. 
 

ANNUAL GARDEN SEASON TICKETS £7 each 
 

Special Open Days in Apr, May and Aug celebrating the countryside. 
 NGS charity weekends in June and September 

Garden open for Hospiscare Friday 1 June 
See website for details or contact us.  

See also our lovely holiday accommodation 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

COACH TRIP TO ABBOTSBURY SUB TROPICAL 

 GARDENS & SWANNERY 

                      Tuesday 19
th

 June 2018 

                 £20 to include travel and entrance to both areas 

                Please contact Jilly on 01392 851634 for more 

information 

Non members are welcome to all our 
events – talks £3 

Raffle & Refreshments 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Church Services and News 
 MARCH 2018 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
Sunday 4 March Lent 3 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  KC 

09:30 am Open Door   Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke Lay Led  

10:00 am Informal Gathering   Stoke Canon   

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury                                      Lay Led & LF  
 

Sunday 11 March Mothering Sunday & Lent 4 

09:30 am Family Service   Huxham Lay Led  

09:30 am Family Service  Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton   

10:00 am Family Service  Thorverton Lay Led  

   Joint with Baptist Church 

10:00 am  Informal Service  Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am  All Age Service  Upton Pyne  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word  Poltimore Lay Led   

11:15 am Morning Worship   Rewe Lay Led  
 

Sunday 18 March Lent 5 

08:30 am Holy Communion [Said] [C] Brampford Speke KC 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury SS 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

04:00 pm  Farewell Service for Bishop Sarah  Exeter Cathedral 

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon MSS  
 

Sunday 25 March Palm Sunday  

09:30 am Holy Communion & APCM [C] Newton St Cyres KC 

09:30 am Mattins [Sung] [BCP] Thorverton  Lay Led  

10:00 am Joint Walk of Witness with  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

 Stoke Canon Chapel 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne  A Geering 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Huxham KC 
 

Maundy Thursday 29 March  Mission Community Service  

07:00 pm  Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon KC 

 Informal within a Simple Meal     

 

Good Friday 30 March  

10:00 am Good Friday Drama  Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:00 am Good Friday Meditation   Cadbury KC 

11:15 am Stations of the Cross  Rewe                                              P Colebrook  

02:00 pm Good Friday Reflection   Newton St Cyres                             G Sheppard  

02:00 pm Good Friday Meditation  Thorverton KC 

04:00 pm Good Friday Reflection   Poltimore LF  

     

Easter Day 1 April  

09:30 am Family Holy Communion [C] Cadbury KC 

09:30 am  Family Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  SS 

09:30 am  Family Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke Lay Led  

   Joint with Baptist Chapel 

11:15 am Family Holy Communion [C] Poltimore                                          B Dugmore 
   Joint with Huxham 

11:15 am Family Holy Communion [C] Rewe SS 

11:15 am Family Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne KC 

11:15 am Communion by Extension [C] Stoke Canon LF 

03:00 pm Easter Worship  Netherexe KC 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of  

                                                                                  young children especially in mind.  They are informal and  

                                                                                  contemporary in style often including a children’s activity at the  

                                                                                  beginning; without communion and are led by lay teams.  

  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by  

  refreshments. 

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without 

Holy Communion, are contemporary in style and are often 

followed by refreshments. 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour]. 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour]. 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour]. 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour]. 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service. 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 

 

Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for 

location. 

 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 
 

KC Revd Katie Cross  Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

01392 860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022. 
 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting for the Parish of St Thomas of  Canterbury 

Thorverton will be held in the Parish Church at 7-30 pm on Monday 19th March. 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
 

March is a wonderful month in so many ways. Spring 

is here, the clocks go forward and everywhere, in 

fields and gardens, new life is burgeoning. The whole 

world is yellow! Perhaps even more than January, 

this is the month when we start planning exciting 

new projects with longer days and brighter weather to 

enthuse us. 
 

March is also the month when we celebrate Mothers’ 

Day and it is this occasion which I was reminded 

about as I was walking my dogs around the lanes of 

Cadbury. The fields are full of baby lambs, many 

now old enough to class as teenagers. They gather 

together in gangs charging around, climbing onto any 

high ground or clustering in untidy gaggles in 

gateways. Mums graze seriously, heads down and 

often a long way from their infants. For the moment 

they are not needed. I startle a group of youngsters 

and they erupt in a panic scampering straight back to 

Mum, the gang abandoned. Mum looks at me, checks 

I am no threat, and gently nuzzles her baby who has a 

quick drink more for comfort than hunger and then 

turns to regroup. 
 

Isn’t that the great thing about mums. Not trying to 

be your mate, letting you wander and have 

adventures but always keeping an eye out, always 

there, warm and solid and serene, with a meal if you 

turn up unexpectedly.   
 

Jesus knew the love of a mother. Mary did not 

always understand her son, or the work he was called 

to do but she encouraged him, at the wedding in 

Cana, to use the powers she knew he had. Mary did 

what most mothers do. She said, go on, you can do it. 

It was, we are told, the first miracle Jesus performed. 

Mary probably complimented him, was certainly 

proud of him. She was there, usually unmentioned, 

throughout his ministry, right to the bitter end and 

one of Jesus’ last acts was to ensure that one of his 

disciples looked after her. That moment of tenderness 

and concern on the cross is such a moving 

demonstration of his humanity and love. 
 

We all have family roots, some strong and happy, 

others perhaps less so, but they have formed us. As 

we grow older, we may take on mothering roles in 

different contexts and we may be mothered by others. 

The communities we inhabit are part of our extended 

family and our churches are a quiet, steady presence, 

like mum, in the background, waiting to greet us 

whenever we visit.   
 

On Mothers’ Day we will probably give a gift, 

perhaps of flowers. A small token of our love and 

gratitude. Nothing, compared with the sacrifice given 

to us over the years, but nonetheless appreciated. 

Let’s not forget to all be ‘mothering and nurturing’ in 

our community, whatever that means; encouraging, 

proud, patient, prayerful...and, like Mum, the church 

would appreciate a visit occasionally! 

 

Gail Whalley 

Cadbury PCC 

 

Baptist Church 
 

Deliver us from evil… 
 

One of my favourite authors is Jane Austen.  I love 

Pride and Prejudice, especially for its sparkling 

dialogues.  We all accept that a novel is mainly the 

result of an author's imagination.  It is she or he that 

is pulling the strings, that is in charge of the action, 

telling us what the characters are up to and even what 

they are thinking.  But what about in a work of non-

fiction?  In the account, for example, that the 

synoptic gospels give of the temptations of Jesus in 

the desert?  How did the writer obtain his 

information?  For me there is only one solution, and 

that is that it was Jesus himself who shared with his 

disciples his experiences of temptation. 
 

There is nothing surprising about the fact that Jesus 

was exposed to this sustained period of spiritual 

warfare at the beginning of his public ministry.  From 

the very first months of his life hostile forces were 

arrayed against him, notably in the form of an 

attempt on his life by the evil-intentioned King 

Herod.  Now, some thirty years later, his call to 

service will not go unchallenged. 
 

The first attack is launched against him as he is 

weakened following a sustained period of fasting.  

This initial temptation was centred on something near 

at hand, the flat stones that looked just like 

Palestinian loaves of bread.  The tempter tries to lure 

Jesus into using his powers for his own good.  The 

rejoinder of Jesus, in the form of a reference from the 

Old Testament, was that spiritual food was just as 

necessary as physical food.  This is a truth that is 

sometimes admitted by those who have amassed 

large quantities of material goods.  In an interview 

shortly before his death, Freddie Mercury said this: 

'Success has brought me world idolisation and 

millions of pounds but has prevented me from having 

the one thing we all need - a loving, ongoing 

relationship.'  That is quite a confession.  Jesus was 

able to deflect this first challenge to change stones 

into bread because a different type of food - the Word 

of God - was sustaining him there in the wilderness. 
 

The second temptation was to see laid out before 

him, in his imagination, a dazzling array of earth's 

kingdoms and empires.  You can feel the power 

emanating from this great display - the influence, the 
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tribute money, the clamour of the world's cities, the 

civilisations, the cultures, the learning, the allure of 

authority and riches.  'And all this can be yours,' the 

tempter whispers.  'Just bow down and worship 

me...'  Of course, the offer - which the Enemy has no 

right to make - is rejected out of hand.  Jesus here 

shows all his future followers that his standards are 

diametrically opposed to those of the world, which 

too often assesses people according to their power 

and influence or the size of their bank balance.  Jesus 

rejects the seductions of this world, selfish ambition 

and notions of self-aggrandisement. 
 

In a final temptation Jesus finds himself, again in 

imagination, on the highest pinnacle of the temple in 

Jerusalem, where Satan is trying to get him to 

perform a spectacular act. The line of the Enemy's 

reasoning is that, if Jesus hurls himself down, the 

normal laws of gravity will not apply to him and he 

will just float down to the throngs of worshippers 

who will acclaim him as a miracle-worker.  Jesus 

rejects any claim to special protection.  Such a right 

is not guaranteed to his followers.  If it were, there 

would be no martyrs.  If some categories did have a 

right to guaranteed protection it would surely be 

members of the Persecuted Church, yet tens of 

thousands are dying today for their faith. 
 

The most important element of this duel in the desert 

must be the role played by the Word of God.  Each 

time, Jesus replies to his Accuser by a quotation from 

the Old Testament.  The Scriptures are often 

compared with a sword, and here we have a 

remarkable display by Jesus of spiritual swords-

manship.  This should be a challenge to us to make 

God's Word such a part of our daily lives that we can 

immediately summon it to our defence during a 

spiritual attack.  Five hundred years ago, Martin 

Luther found himself on trial because of the books he 

had written in support of God's Word.  His life was in 

the balance as he was ordered to withdraw what he 

had written.  His defiant reply rings out down the 

centuries: 'Here I stand.  I can do no other.' 
 

Maurice Harrison 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request? 

If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday  
between 10.00 and 12 noon when I will be 
happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 
 

 

 
 

Women’s Institute  
At the first meeting of 2018, the WI welcomed Chris 

and Sarah Bellworthy who spoke enthusiastically 

about the work of the Devon Air Ambulance Trust.  

Chris was himself air-lifted two years ago following 

an accident, and after returning to thank the DAAT 

for saving his life he decided to do something himself 

to help the wonderful service.  And so Chris and his 

wife Sarah trained to speak to clubs, schools and 

other groups of people who want to learn about the 

DAAT.   
 

Sarah showed many slides with facts and figures 

about the helicopters and events which have been 

attended.  Chris told us that the first air ambulance in 

Devon was brought into service in 1992 with a 

second one arriving in 2013 and they now are able to 

fly at night with the advent of night vision goggles.  

Night flying is expensive – the goggles cost £20,000 

and the pilot and navigator need two pairs each!!  If 

the need arises, the ambulances help out in adjoining 

areas.   
 

Chris informed us that the helicopters can travel 160 

mph, in a straight line of course, and, being based in 

both Exeter and North Devon, it means that most 

places in Devon can be reached within ten minutes of 

a 999 call, although wind speed may also play a part.   
 

All DAAT pilots are ex-military personnel with vast 

flying experience. They are given priority in air 

space, except for Queen’s flights.  Finding suitable 

landing space can be difficult and the pilot often has 

to consider animals, tides, traffic, crowds, etc.  Chris 

informed us that 47% of calls were for medical 

reasons, 50% for trauma cases and 3% for patient 

transfer between hospitals.  The busiest time of day is 

between one and two o’clock and the busiest day is 

Sunday, with the most frequent call out for equestrian 

accidents closely followed by motor bike accidents.   
 

The Air Ambulance Service is expensive to run – it 

costs £7 million yearly to keep the ambulances 

running!!  DAAT owns the helicopters and vast 

amount of equipment within.  Their funds are raised 

through shops, donations, legacies and a variety of 

events and Chris emphasized how advantageous it is 

when people ‘gift aid’ – the Trust has claimed a 

magnificent £390,000 from gift aid since starting. It 

was particularly interesting to hear about the service 

from someone whose life had been saved by the Air 

Ambulance, and was obviously so thankful. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Next month – Tuesday, 6
th

 March at 7.30pm - 

Claire Bliss will be joining us.  Her talk is entitled 

‘Fun with Scarves’.  This will be an Open Meeting, 

with tea and cakes.  Anyone welcome.  Claire will 

have some of her scarves for sale. 
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Soup and Pudding Evening – Friday, 2
nd

 March, 

6.30 for 7pm.  Come and enjoy home cooked soups 

and puds.  Plenty to choose from – something for 

everyone.  Tickets £5 from Judy Bright 860356. 

 

Judy Bright 
 

From the Archives 
I am sure that many villagers will recall the outings 

organised by Gerald Granville. I give a few extracts 

below to remind us of the extent of these outings: 
 

From Focus of December 1981, Gerald's report 

described an outing to the Wembley Ice Show 

(starring Robin Cousins) which was supported by 

164 people, on three coaches! In June two coaches 

went to Newquay and Tintagel. Then, in September, 

there was a trip to Doddington Hall, followed by a 

trip to Morecambe in October for a long weekend, 

about which Gerald commented that the hotel 

waitresses had some difficulty in understanding some 

of the Devonshire dialect. 
 

Gerald's report in Focus of December 1984 described 

another trip to the Wembley Ice Show in February, 

this was followed by a week in Scotland in the 

spring, taking in Edinburgh, a whisky distillery and a 

Scottish evening with haggis at the hotel. Soon after, 

there was a day trip to Compton House, the World of 

Butterflies, near Weymouth. September's outing was 

to Hayle and Penzance in Cornwall. Shortly after 

there was an outing to Paignton, including a show 

starring Jimmy Cricket in the evening. In October 

there was a weekend in Scarborough and York. 
 

Gerald's report of December 1991 starts with another 

visit to the Ice Show - for the 22nd successive year! 

April's outing was to Cheltenham. This was followed 

by a week in Eastbourne in May and a trip to the 

Wildfowl Centre at Slimnridge in June. In September 

there was an outing to Bodmin Moor and Newquay, 

and then a weekend break in Morecambe. Finally, in 

October, the outing was all the way to the WI Hut to 

see a show of slides taken by Bob and Sheila Frost, 

taken on the various outings over the years. 

It should also be mentioned that each outing had a 

draw with proceeds going to Exeter Arthritis 

Research Fund, to which Gerald was able to report a 

donation of £1,000 being made in October 1992. 
 

I hope that this brief summary gives an idea of the 

amazing range of outings which was provided over 

many years. 

Neville Lane 

 

From our County Councillor 
Devon County Council has a number of 

responsibilities under its remit.  The three that affect 

us most are Social Care, Children’s Services and 

Highways. As your elected representative I 

endeavour to represent the area and if you have any 

issues please let me know. 
 

Social Care is working with NHS to provide care in 

the community.  Devon is working with partner 

councils and other agencies to encourage public 

health. Exercise, fresh air and good quality housing 

provision all add to our wellbeing which in turn 

works to prevent ill health. 
 

Children’s services cover a wide remit from early 

years and children’s centres, right through the school 

provision. There are about seven hundred children in 

care in Devon. We have a fair number of foster carers 

who are highly valued but we can always do with 

more. Children’s Services have responsibility for 

children until they are 18. For those in care this is 

extended until they finish formal education. For 

young people with disabilities responsibility 

continues until they are 25. 
 

The issues I pick up from parish councils and 

residents are mostly around highways. I represent a 

huge rural area and, as you can imagine, with the rain 

that we have been having over the last few months, 

there have been many potholes and drainage issues. 

As I don’t travel all the roads in the division on a 

regular basis, I rely on parish councils and residents 

to report.  
 

The best way to report is online by visiting 

www.devon.gov.uk  On the front page of the website 

scroll down to “Report a pothole” - the next screen 

gives you a number of options, e.g. potholes, drains, 

enforcement, street lighting, etc. Click on the 

required option and proceed. There is a page that 

explains how to use the site - press the continue 

button and a map of Devon comes up and you can 

scroll in to where you want and click where the 

problem is to report. Photos can be entered if 

appropriate and when you press the finish button you 

have the option to report another issue. If you give 

your contact details you will be given a reference 

number to chase up. 
 

To be classed as a pothole it needs to be at least 

300mm across x 40mm deep (1 foot across by 2 

inches deep) with a vertical edge. 
 

Once reported it is entered right on to the system for 

all across Devon and will be attended to in due 

course. For some minor roads at the moment it can 

take up to 28 working days. Alternatively one can 

call 0345 155 1004 to report. 
 

Please feel free to contact me. 

Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 

01363 84337   

http://www.devon.gov.uk/
mailto:Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
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Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

We were very pleased to learn that our grant 

application to Virador has been successful and we 

can now start work extending the clubhouse. We will 

be adding a changing room and toilet with disabled 

access at one end of the hut, and a glazed viewing 

area at the other, so people can watch play on court in 

the warmth and dry. Both these improvements will be 

especially useful during junior coaching sessions, 

particularly in winter when it is dark and cold, and  

will make the hut a much more comfortable and 

welcoming venue for all members. Thanks to 

Viridor, and those on the committee who spent such a 

long time on the application process. 
 

With days starting to lengthen, we are looking 

forward to the summer season. Club membership 

renewals are due in March, so, if anyone is thinking 

of joining, now is a good time to get a full year’s play 

from your membership fee. We are very reasonably 

priced compared to many of the bigger clubs in the 

area, and you will get a friendly welcome whatever 

your level. Please contact our membership secretary 

Laura Leigh on 01647 24259, or look at our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub for all information 

about the club. 

Sally Baldwin 

 

Recipe 
 

A Warming Vegetable Broth for March 
 

For 4 – 6 generous portions you will need: 

2 tablespoons organic rapeseed oil 

200g (8oz) squash or marrow cut into chunks the  

                   size of a walnut 

1 leek sliced 

1 large onion finely chopped 

200g (8oz) carrots thinly sliced 

1 medium tin chopped tomatoes 

1 bay leaf, 1 tsp turmeric, 1 tsp smoked paprika,  

1 tsp caraway seeds 

Vegetable stock, sea salt, freshly ground black pepper 

Chopped parsley, and grated cheddar cheese 
 

Heat the oil in a large saucepan and add the washed 

and prepared vegetables. Cook gently so that all the 

vegetables are coated in oil. Add the spices, 

tomatoes, and enough stock to cover. Bring to the 

boil, and simmer gently until the vegetables are 

tender.  100g (4oz) frozen peas, or broad beans can 

be added 5 minutes before serving the soup. Season, 

and enjoy with grated cheddar cheese, and crusty 

organic bread. 

Paul Cleave 

sustainablecrediton.org.uk 

 
 

Football Club 

Another month very light on matches 

(at the time of writing) due mainly to 

the ground conditions.  The First 

Team hadn't played a match (up to 

22nd February), while the Second 

Team had played just two, winning one and losing 

the other, to leave them in fourth place in Division 8, 

still with games in hand over the teams above them.  

There is likely to be a flurry of matches in March and 

April, so do come along to the Rec to cheer on the 

teams.  The first of these will be on 3rd March when 

the First Team is home to Bampton, who are 

currently second in Division 2. 

 

Poetry 
Gone – never forgotten 

 

The year was nineteen sixty-three 

Where in our village there came to be, 

An action everyone had dreaded, 

For through this parish there was threaded, 

A much valued railway line, 

Which suited city workers fine, 

School children took this steam train too,  

When to higher forms they grew, 

A Dr Beeching then decreed,  

Of small branch lines, there was no need; 

Petitions were signed – but never won, 

Chop, chop, chop, the deed was done! 

 

Villagers could plainly see 

How much busier life would be, 

Food and fuel each vital load, 

Came off the line and on the road; 

Rail tracks torn up, bridges to blast, 

Our peaceful streets were gone alas: 

Loaded vans, tractors and lorries, 

Farming goods and stone from quarries, 

Now traffic thunders through each day 

And cars are parked on each highway. 

Beeching’s at peace, past all endeavour; 

But he took village peace away forever. 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub/
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History Society 
 

The meeting began with the AGM, when the officers 

remained unchanged.  It was agreed after a vote to 

increase the annual subscriptions to £10 per member 

and £3 per evening for visitors. 

 

 
Graham Wills – photo by Robin Blythe-Lord 

 

Pinkery Pond and Simonsbath Canals –  

an Exmoor enigma: Dr Graham Wills 
 

Graham started the evening by describing the pond as 

being in a beautiful area in the high moors of 

Exmoor. It is more like a lake than a pond and is the 

largest man-made lake in the South West and is now 

an SSSI.  When it was built it was part of the largest 

industrial work undertaken on the moor. It is an area 

of mystery and can play unexpected tricks with your 

imagination. Although only about 25 miles from 

Thorverton, many at the meeting have never visited 

the site.  Simonsbath is about 5 miles away. 
 

The pond was built by John Knight, a wealthy 

industrialist from the Midlands who bought a large 

area of land (about 1600 acres) on Exmoor in about 

1890.  A dam was created to hold the waters and this 

can be clearly seen even though it is in a wild place. 
 

There are 2 tragic stories associated with the pond. 

One concerned Richard Gammins.  His wife had died 

leaving him with 10 children.  He took up with a new 

lady but she left him and after a visit to the pub he 

said he was going to end it all.  He went missing and 

a search party found his clothes and pony at the pond. 

The pond was searched using grappling hooks and 

divers from Lynmouth but they could not find him.  

Drain plugs to two 12 inch pipes were found in a 

tunnel at the site and eventually they were removed 

using hydraulic jacks. When the water was drained 

they found his body. 
 

25 years later in 1912 William Stenner went missing. 

Again the pond was drained but they found nothing. 

Eventually his body was found elsewhere in an old 

mine. 
 

The pond occupies an area of about 3.5 acres but 

could be double that.  Rainfall in the area is high but 

there is a small catchment area.  But what was it built 

for?  No-one knows for sure but there are several 

theories. 
 

Was it a reservoir to feed a canal or proposed canal 

that might have been used to carry ore?  Was it for 

irrigation?  Did Knight simply want a lake to look at? 

But why near the top of a hill?  Was it to feed water 

leats?  Or might it have been a boating lake? 
 

There is evidence of nearby canals that follow the 

contour lines.  One is 5.6 miles long and the other is 

5.3 miles long.  However, these seem to have been 

abandoned early in their construction. English 

Heritage consider the leat known as Pinkery canal to 

be a large drainage channel. 
 

In 1974 letters were found showing an intention to 

build workers’ cottages and an inclined railway at 

Porlock Weir. This may have been for bringing in 

lime from South Wales. The lime would have been 

spread on the moor to improve the soil. Another 

inclined railway would have been constructed at 

Simonsbath.  The canals were constructed at about 

the same time as the Tiverton and Bude canals. There 

would have been enough room for a towpath and 

lime could have been spread on the south facing 

slopes from such a canal and Knight had carried out a 

similar project in Worcestershire. 
 

Knight also built 29 miles of walls around his 

Exmoor estate along with farms and mills. Was the 

pond and canals/leats built to provided a reliable 

supply of water power for these? Was it to 

compensate for times when water supply was low? 
 

Why was to project not finished?  Firstly, a 

neighbour did not give consent for work to be done 

on his land – and was the need for waterpower less 

than anticipated? 
 

Sadly, few records exist of John Knight’s time at 

Exmoor. His wife was in poor health and they went 

to live in Italy.  

 

I understand there might be a guided walk led by 

Graham to Pinkery pond for those interested – keep 

an eye open for further details 

Robert Turner  
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Thorverton Outdoor Table Tennis 
Association 
I am very sorry that illness 

prevented me from being able 

to meet outdoor table-tennis 

enthusiasts (yes, that’s you, Alan, Jeff and Bob) at 

The Exeter Inn as advertised in February’s Focus.  

Nevertheless, I intend to go ahead with an outdoor 

table-tennis club, making use of the table at the Rec.  

To get things started, we will meet on Thursday 

evenings between 7pm and 8pm.  The first session 

will be on Thursday 29
th

 March, with the intention 

of meeting fortnightly thereafter through until 

October.  If you are interested in playing, but find 

that another evening would be more convenient, do 

get in touch with me because we could easily change 

the evening if there was more support for another 

evening.   

 

I have sufficient bats and table-tennis balls, so just 

turn up and enjoy the game.  At the first session we 

can discuss any practicalities, but I see this as an 

informal, sociable club, so it shouldn’t need much 

organising.  Do give it a go. 

 Neville Lane 

 

Bertie ‘the Bridge’ 
The closure of Thorverton Bridge for two weeks in 

January made us all aware of just how distant 

patients can be if easy communication links are 

broken. Suddenly 20 minute visits were taking up to 

90 minutes of a GP day as we made the long journey 

via Cowley Bridge.  The District Nurses had to 

restructure their whole team working: dividing at 

9am into two deployable units for each side of the 

bridge.  Occasionally they arranged to rendezvous on 

foot in the middle of the bridge (as if in a spy thriller) 

to exchange dressings. 
 

The feeling of being cut off is unsettling and this 

worked both ways for patients, doctors and nurses 

during this time.  It reminded us at the surgery that 

this problem is a daily experience for all those 

patients who are housebound, no matter where they 

live.  It highlighted the difficulties of not being able 

to jump in a car to carry out an errand, whether it be 

for a pint of milk or to pick up a prescription or 

simply pop in to see a friend.  It is essential to 

maximize the utility of such trips when they become 

so valuable.  Those who are fit and mobile always 

have the option of going out again but also take for 

granted the huge social benefits that these journeys 

provide. We were all very happy to see the bridge 

reopened. 
 

‘Bertie’ our prescription delivery service was in its 

element during this period. Our volunteer drivers 

rose to the challenge and the temporary loss of the 

bridge was overcome with panache.  However, this 

also reminded us once again that Bertie is a lot more 

than a drug delivery system.  The service has now 

been running for 12 years and is funded by The 

Friends of Wyndham House.  There are on average 

300 patients receiving regular delivery of their 

medication with 1200 prescriptions being delivered 

every month.  Jan Topham co-ordinates the service 

and is always on the look-out for new volunteer 

drivers.  If you are able to spare a morning every few 

weeks to help run the Bertie Service it would be an 

offer gratefully received, not just by those house-

bound patients who directly benefit but by the whole 

community. Everyone is now in no doubt that the 

bridge to Thorverton is an essential part of our 

communication infrastructure.  Likewise on a daily 

basis at the surgery we see communications about 

patients via Bertie helping doctors, nurses, reception 

and dispensary staff provide them more effective care 

and so also freeing up time for other patients as well.  

Good communication links are a benefit to everyone 

and we are in no doubt that Bertie is an invaluable 

bridge between the surgery and our frailer patients. 
 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 

 

Focus AGM 
 
This year’s Annual General Meeting for Focus is on 

Wednesday 7
th
 March.  It is almost a year now since 

we took the decision to have Focus professionally 

printed and so it would be timely to receive some 

feedback on the new look Focus.  I understand that 

we are still in quite a healthy financial position (just 

how healthy you can find out at the AGM) and so we 

should consider what to do with any funds. 

 

You may also have read that we are considering 

producing a calendar for 2019, but will need to 

decide how best to select pictures for the calendar. 

 

So much to discuss at the AGM! 

 

Do come along to the Baptist Church (not the WI 

Hut as previously advertised) at 7.30pm on 

Wednesday 7
th

 March to take part in the AGM.  We 

particularly welcome representatives from village 

organisations, with whom we are always looking for 

ways to work better for the benefit of the village. 
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Legal Eagle 
 

This month a tale of Yorkshire tea, or perhaps, more 

correctly, a tale of tea served in Yorkshire. A report 

from the arborist Ian Dalton published March 2017 

informs us that Sheffield has approximately 36,000 

roadside trees, and has 4 mature trees for every 

person in the city. This, Dalton says, is partly why 

Sheffield has the reputation as one of the greenest 

cities in England. However, all this is in the process 

of change as a result of a huge programme to 

improve the city’s roads and pavements. This will 

necessitate the felling of trees which come within the 

Council’s “6 Ds” policy, namely those which are 

dangerous; dead; dying; diseased; damaging the road 

or pavement or discriminatory (causing severe 

obstruction to pavements). 
 

The construction company Amey was awarded the 

“Streets Ahead” contract in 2012 and Dalton’s report 

states that between August 2012 and December 2016 

4246 trees were felled. To this one must add the 

number felled between December 2016 and the 

present. 
 

Needless to say, the “6 Ds” policy met with 

considerable opposition and whilst there appears to 

have been no argument about the need to fell 

genuinely dangerous, dead, dying and diseased trees, 

issue has been taken over those trees deemed to be 

damaging the road or pavement or those deemed to 

be causing severe obstruction to pavements. 
 

Throughout 2015 and 2016 there were a number of 

peaceful protests which prevented Amey from felling 

the trees. Whilst the protesters recognise the 

importance of the public, particularly those with 

mobility problems being able to access the 

pavements, they argue that engineering solutions can 

overcome these problems. The result being that the 

protests continue. This brings us to our tale of 

Yorkshire tea. A recent Times headline read 

“Workers’ tea ‘poisoned’ to save trees from felling”. 
 

The opening paragraph of the report reads as follows; 

“They came to chop down some trees, were offered 

mugs of tea by residents and initially thought no 

more of it. Only when the workmen fell violently 

sick did they begin to suspect foul play.” 
 

South Yorkshire police are investigating “reports of 

three alleged assaults on three workers who were 

felling trees in Sheffield”. I am assuming that the 

investigation is into possible offences under s47 

Offences Against the Person Act 1861, namely an 

assault occasioning actual bodily harm. The use of 

the word ‘assault’ in the definition of the offence 

embraces an assault in the strict legal sense of 

inducing fear, and battery which is the application of 

force to the person of another. There is, however, an 

alternative offence which might be considered in the 

event that sufficient evidence is available. 
 

S24 OAPA 1861 provides, “Whosoever shall 

unlawfully and maliciously administer to or cause to 

be taken by any other person any poison or other 

destructive or noxious thing, with intent to injure, 

aggrieve, or annoy such person shall be guilty of an 

offence……………….” 
 

‘Unlawfully’ means without legal excuse or 

justification. In the event that the tea proves to have 

been adulterated then it is difficult to imagine 

anything other than a defence, based on the 

adulteration having occurred by accident, succeeding. 
 

‘Maliciously’ means either intentionally or 

subjectively reckless. The word is, however, 

redundant given the need to prove an ulterior intent. 
 

The expressions “administering” and “causing to be 

taken by” both mean that the poison/noxious thing 

must actually enter the victim’s system.  In his 

Textbook of Criminal Law the late Professor 

Glanville Williams suggests that the terms are 

convertible, although he does admit that certain small 

differences may be found. It seems likely that 

“causing to be taken by” is more apt to describe the 

offering to someone a cup of tea which they then 

drink. 
 

The notion of a ‘noxious thing’ is considerably wider 

than ‘poison’. In Marcus [1981], the Court of 

Appeal gave the term a wide meaning; a substance is 

noxious for the purposes of s24 even if it is merely 

“obnoxious, i.e. objectionable or unwholesome”. 

Professor Williams suggests that a thing should not 

be held to be noxious unless it is either harmful or 

interferes with bodily function (even though slightly 

and temporarily). 
 

As we have no idea what the tea contained or, 

indeed, if it contained anything at all, the prosecution 

would have to establish one or the other in order for a 

successful prosecution to be brought.  
 

Finally, the ulterior intent, namely to “injure, 

aggrieve or annoy”. If we assume for the moment 

that the deliberate adulteration of the tea can be 

established, what other reason could there be? There 

would appear to be direct intention in the sense of 

“aim or purpose” alternatively proof of oblique 

intention where the consequence was highly probable 

and the accused was aware of this will suffice, where 

direct intention cannot be established. 
 

It may be that the prosecuting authority considers the 

s47 offence easier to establish than the offence under 

s24 and, given that all that needs to be established 

under s47 is intention or subjective reckless as to 

inducing fear in the case of a psychic assault and the 

actual application of force in the case of a battery this 
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may well be so. There is no need to go beyond the 

mens rea required for the assault or battery; no 

additional mental state needs to be established in 

relation to the causing of actual bodily harm. 

Contrast this with the requirement under s24 of the 

need to establish intent to aggrieve, injure or annoy. 

 

My guess is that the investigation is unlikely to 

unearth sufficient evidence to enable a prosecution to 

be brought under either s47 or s24. The felling will 

continue as will the protests. Whether or not some 

compromise can be found remains to be seen. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 
“Victims of Canadian Disaster”   

(Western Times, 5 Jun 1914) 

 

Last month’s welcome reprint of John Uglow’s 

reminder of an even earlier publication in “Focus” of 

the “Elegy on Thorverton Old Bridge” included the 

information that both the elegist and his wife, 

Wallace Leonard and Ethel Palmer, were drowned in 

a collision of ships in the St Lawrence River in May 

1914 and buried in the churchyard here. 
 

This was no minor collision.   One night in May the 

liner Empress of Ireland was in the early stages of 

her return journey from Quebec to Liverpool while 

Storstad, a heavily-laden Norwegian collier, was 

steaming in the opposite direction.    Their masthead 

lights were mutually visible in the dark, until fog fell.  

Both ships changed course to be on the safe side, 

with the utterly unintended consequence that the 

collier’s bow drove a deep gash in the side of the 

liner. 
 

Empress of Ireland sank within fourteen minutes.   

Of the 1477 passengers and crew on board, 1012 

were lost, a figure previously only surpassed by over 

1500 on Titanic in 1912 and later by those on 

Lusitania in 1915 and on major warships in the 

Second World War. 
 

Wallace Leonard Palmer was an associate editor of 

the London journal, “Financial News”, who was 

reported as having been on a successful business and 

literary tour for his paper, and who had on another 

occasion led British businessmen on a two-month 

tour of Canada “to develop portions of the country”, 

as one journalist put it, somewhat imprecisely.  He 

was considered to be one of the half-dozen or so 

most eminent passengers on board, which is why 

there was some information about him in the press 

and why there were photographs of him and Ethel in, 

for instance, the Sheffield Daily Telegraph (attached) 

and the Western Times.  Locally, in Devon, Ethel was 

described as an accomplished vocalist who at the age 

of 16 had been awarded a gold medal for soprano 

singing at the Eisteddfod organised by the Exeter 

Temperance Society. 
 

Ethel’s family in Thorverton, the Shorts, clung to 

hopes that she had survived since there was a 

published report that a rescued woman, distressed, 

had been crying “Leonard.  My poor Leonard!” and 

had to be restrained from throwing herself back into 

the water.  But then Ethel’s name was included in the 

latest list of bodies that had been identified.  

Leonard’s body was found, too.  And theirs were two 

of the only nine corpses (of the several hundred 

recovered) that were brought back to England.  

Alsatian conveyed them “embalmed and enclosed in 

strong caskets” to Liverpool, from where they were 

sent by train to Exeter and then up the Exe Valley 

line to Thorverton. 
 

Fifty years ago there were tales, true or false, that the 

bodies were laid out on display in the church still 

dressed in their evening clothes.  But there was no 

suggestion of this in the reports on their funeral, 

which took place in June 1914, a fortnight after the 

sinking nearly 3000 miles away. 

                                                                                                                                         

Ian Stoyle 
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Alabama Rot 
Advice from St.Boniface Veterinary Clinic 
At the end of January we saw the symptoms that we 

had all been dreading here at the surgery. Alabama 

Rot is a disease that is fatal in 90% cases.  Please do 

not panic as it is very RARE, but do share this with 

whoever you know that has a dog. There have only 

been just over 120 cases in the UK since 2012. The 

last thing we want to do is scare anyone – far from it, 

we simply want everyone to be aware. 
 

The case study of a very healthy, very active 

Cocker spaniel who contracted the disease can 

be found at:  

http://www.stbonifacevets.co.uk/news-

article/small-animal/688  
 

In summary, please do not panic but 
 Bathe any area of your dog which 

becomes wet or muddy on a walk. 

 Any unexplained skin lesions on the feet, 

legs, mouth or under belly should be 

investigated by a vet. 

 93% of Confirmed Cases of Alabama rot 

have been in Winter / Spring. 
 

 
 

Elaine Coldman 

Veterinary Administrator 

 

 

FORCE – Friends of the Oncology and 

Radiotherapy Centre, Exeter 
 

FORCE Cancer Charity is based in Exeter. It believes 

that anyone affected by cancer deserves the best 

possible treatment and professional support close to 

home and face-to-face. Since 1987 the charity has 

been funding local research and buying equipment to 

improve patient care at the Royal Devon & Exeter 

Hospital. In 2004 FORCE opened a Cancer Support 

and Information Centre in the grounds of the 

RD&E. The Centre is open every weekday 9:30-4:30 

(Wednesdays 6:30) for people needing physical, 

emotional, psychological and practical support at a 

difficult time in their lives. The Centre receives 

around 25,000 visits a year with patients, their 

families, carers and friends all able to access support. 

It has a well-stocked library and information nurses 

on hand to help with questions and offer advice. 

There are counselling services for individuals and 

within support groups, including for children and 

young people, plus complementary therapies, 

exercise guidance, relaxation and mindfulness 

sessions, a benefits advice service, help to cope with 

hair loss and a wig fitting service. FORCE also offers 

support and information sessions once a week 

in Tiverton and Okehampton with plans to offer a 

service in East Devon. The charity also funds the 

delivery of chemotherapy in Tiverton and 

Okehampton. All of FORCE’s services are free of 

charge. Since the charity was founded it has spent 

well over £8million on support, equipment and 

research. FORCE receives no Government funding. 

The charity needs to raise £1.5million every year to 

maintain the services it offers. That money comes 

entirely from voluntary contributions - legacies, 

donations, the FORCE charity shop and from 

fundraising events. Fantastic support from the 

community it serves enables FORCE to fulfil its 

mission to support anyone locally affected by cancer. 

 

About FORCE Cancer Charity  

 FORCE stands for Friends of the Oncology and 

Radiotherapy Centre Exeter 

 FORCE works locally to offer face-to-face 

support for anyone affected by cancer. 

 An independent charity founded in 1987, it 

provides help for patients, their families and 

friends at its Support Centre in the grounds of the 

Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital. 

 It also funds a local research programme and has 

spent more than £1million on high-tech 

equipment to enhance patient care at the hospital.  

 In 2014 it launched outreach services in Tiverton 

and Okehampton with others planned 

 In 2017 FORCE began funding the delivery of 

chemotherapy in Tiverton and Okehampton 

 All FORCE services are offered free of charge.  

 The charity needs to raise £1.5 million every year 

to maintain its services 

 Twitter: @forcecancer  

 Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/forcecancercharity  

 Web: www.forcecancercharity.co.uk  

 Registered Charity Number: 1140676  

 

 

http://www.stbonifacevets.co.uk/
http://www.stbonifacevets.co.uk/news-article/small-animal/688
http://www.stbonifacevets.co.uk/news-article/small-animal/688
http://www.forcecancercharity.co.uk/supporting-you/our-research/
http://www.forcecancercharity.co.uk/supporting-you/equipment-to-improve-treatment/
http://www.forcecancercharity.co.uk/supporting-you/support-and-info-services/
http://www.forcecancercharity.co.uk/supporting-you/support-and-info-services/
http://www.forcecancercharity.co.uk/supporting-you/bringing-our-services-closer-to-you/
http://www.facebook.com/forcecancercharity
http://www.forcecancercharity.co.uk/
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TARTS News 

 
 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 
 

Recent walks: - 
 

Saturday 17
th

 February 
 

There was a record turnout for the walk led by Jenny 

from Beer to Branscombe - 18 of us plus Scrumpy 

assembled at the car park in Beer and began our 

ascent along the coast path up Sea Hill. Beer was a 

major source of black flint used for making tools 

around 4,000 – 2,000 BC, and in the English Civil 

War the village supplied about a third of the flint 

used by the military for their flintlocks. Seams of 

black flint can still be seen in the cliffs at Beer. 
 

We rounded Arratt’s Hill and made our way on up to 

Beer Head on the coast path. We were blessed with a 

lovely sunny day and the views out to the coast and 

out across the channel were superb. We strolled 

along the cliffs and down to the beach at 

Branscombe. As it was such a gorgeous day we all 

sat on a shingle ridge along the beach to eat our 

lunch. It was warm and sunny and we all remarked 

that the weather was gloriously unseasonal. No doubt 

we will say the same in June when shivering in the 

rain and wind! 
 

 

After lunch we headed inland uphill through 

woodland and along quiet lanes. We came across a 

stunning old oak tree with daffodils around its base, a 

real springtime treat. 
 

On our return to Beer we went in search of a cream 

tea. There were so many people milling about in the 

unseasonably warm weather that we felt sure the café 

on the beach would be open, however it was not to 

be. We eventually found our way to the Dolphin near 

to the car park. In hindsight I rather felt sorry for the 

one young lady at the bar when 18 of us descended 

upon the otherwise quiet pub, but she coped 

admirably and it was a fitting end to a beautiful early 

spring walk.  

  

Future walks: 
 

Saturday 3rd March - Led by Caroline 

Saturday 17th March - Led by Anne Parkinson 

Saturday 31st March - Led by Jean 

Saturday 14th April - Led by Jerry 

Saturday 28th April - Led by Graeme 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 

 

Photos below and on following page by Rowena Garne, Jean Brown and Mike Stannard
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The Garden in March 
March is the month to get out and about in the garden 

and, weather permitting, lots of useful work can be 

done at this time. For the keen veggie grower, 

preparation for this year’s potato crop and planting 

out of broad beans and peas and general tidy-up can 

keep you very busy. For the flower garden, pruning 

of roses and spring pruned shrubs such as 

Hypericum, Hydrangea, Perovskia, Buddleia should 

now be done.   Do not prune early flowering shrubs 

such as Weigela and Deutzia because you will 

remove all the blooms for this year. They need to be 

pruned after they have flowered. This is always quite 

hard to do as the shrub is looking leafy and green at 

this point. To keep them trim and vigorous and 

colourful for next year, the shrub needs to grow new 

shoots to ripen over the summer. 
 

Knowing when a shrub will flower is key to 

understanding when to prune. Shrubs needing regular 

pruning fall into two distinct categories. Group one, 

such as Weigela, Deutzia, Philadelphus, Forsythia, 

and some Spiraea, flower in spring and are pruned 

after flowering. Group two, will flower later in the 

summer on new growth formed this season. If these 

are not pruned, the flowers form on the end of last 

year’s growth and become smaller and weaker each 

year they are left. Shrubs such as Buddleia (pictured 

below) are often pruned back to a permanent 

framework. This is not done at the beginning of 

winter as there is always a risk of severe weather 

damaging the more exposed buds. On any shrubs 

remove any dead or damaged branches. 

 
 

Cornus and Salix are often used as winter interest in 

a garden. These also need to be pruned now even 

though they are still looking good. There are two 

ways to go about this. They can be pruned right back 

to a set framework and every long stem removed, or 

they can have every three year old and some two year 

old stems removed leaving straight two and one year 

old growth for another year. This method leaves 

some interest from the stems whilst still encouraging 

the plant to grow new vigorous shoots. However, 

bear in mind that they grow dark green leaves that 

will blot out anything growing behind them in the 

summer so make your choice carefully. If these 

shrubs are allowed to grow unpruned, they quickly 

become straggly and uninteresting. It is only the first 

two years that the colour is vibrant and each 

succeeding year the branches become darker and less 

colourful. 
 

On the vegetable plot, dig in your manure for the 

potatoes. Choose a drier period for this!! as the soil 

will be damaged if it is too wet. Work from a board 

so that you are not compacting the soil more than 

necessary and work backwards across the plot, never 

standing on soil 

you have just dug. 

This might sound 

obvious but is 

quite a common 

mistake. 
 

There are two 

other plots to get 

ready. One will 

benefit from 

manure which will 

be for the legumes 

such as early 

broad beans and 

peas. These can be 

planted any time 

now as they are 

very tough and 

will not mind the cold weather. If planting out young 

plants, make certain they have been hardened off 

properly.  

A few days in a cold frame or sheltered spot will 

suffice. Protect from mice and slugs! Also plant them 

quite deep. Half way up the stem. This anchors them 

better when fully grown. They are also less likely to 

suffer from wind rock and they produce more roots. 
 

The other plot requires no manure as it is for the 

sowing of root crops. This plot needs careful digging 

to produce a fine tilth for seed sowing. Sow your 

parsnip seed now as it likes a cold start and a long 

growing season. Other seeds can wait until April. 
 

Well, Neville, good healthy digging and plenty of 

fresh air. What more could one want? [someone to do 

the digging for me, perhaps?- Ed] 

                            

Happy gardening 

                                 Lorraine 

 Lorraine Colebrook 
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Nature Notes 
 

I was very pleased to witness the supermoon on 31
st
 

January. My daughter and I first noticed it rising as 

we were passing through Upton Pyne between 17.00 

and 17.45 when the moon had a hint of the ‘blood’ 

colouring. No more supermoons this year but we will 

have another blue moon on 31
st
 March due to there 

being two full moons in March. The first full moon 

falls on 2
nd

 March. 

 

You may recall several of us had a sighting of a Roe 

Deer in our gardens last year. The Roe Deer has 

returned to visit our garden as on 2
nd

 February I 

found fresh slots (hoof prints) in soft bare mud along 

our garden path. It was around this time last year 

when a Roe Deer first started to be seen around the 

edge of the village. 

 

For the past two or three years (at least) during the 

winter months and on several occasions I have seen a 

male Merlin Falco columbarius, our smallest resident 

falcon. I am convinced I am seeing the same bird. Its 

hunting territory appears to stretch from Raddon to 

the edge of Upton Pyne. A Merlin is about the size of 

a thrush and has a very characteristic habit of flying 

along the road (sometimes for quite a way) with its 

belly almost touching the tarmac. It veers off sharply 

low down in the hedgeline or hops over the hedge. 

The male has slate grey wings above with a rusty 

chest covered in blackish streaks. In winter Merlins 

come down from higher ground to open countryside 

(such as here) and marshes. In March ‘our’ Merlin 

will return to his breeding grounds likely to be on the 

moors, on land above cliffs or among dunes. 

 

Some sighting dates from my diaries are 11/10/2015 

near Carwithen, 10/01/2016 rose from a ditch 

opposite Willow Cottage carrying a small bird in its 

talons, 8/12/2017 between Fordy Bridge and 

Carwithen. 19/12/2017 (twice) first sighting flew into 

trees near Fordy Bridge, second sighting flew either 

off railings of Fordy Bridge or out of trees there then 

ahead of our car all the way to the oaks on the right 

just before Carwithen where it perched low down and 

turned to look at me showing his beautifully marked 

chest before flying off again. 31/1/2018 Seen near 

The Brambles then disappeared over a hedge a short 

way along the Upton Pyne road. Also in January seen 

by another Thorverton villager on the way home, 

following it from the edge of Upton Pyne at the 

Jackmoor turning all the way to the Brampford Speke 

turning at Starved Oak Cross.  

 

On 6
th
 February, a frosty morning that nipped at my 

fingertips, I took a walk at Newton St Cyres. The 

place was alive with birds and I was first drawn to 

the alarm type calling of Great Spotted Woodpecker, 

three of them chasing around in the windbreak tall 

poplars. Next a Green Woodpecker called and later 

on heard woodpecker drumming. My final interesting 

bird of note was a Nuthatch. 

 

In Thorverton a Linnet was seen in a garden at The 

Glebe on 14
th
 February and I think a very splendid 

bird for Valentines Day. 

 

I have seen one report of frogspawn on Devon Birds 

website on 12
th
 February at East Soar on the South 

Coast. In Thorverton, Neville and Jane Lane found 

their first blob of frogspawn in the garden pond on 

19th February which is exactly the same day as last 

year’s sighting.    

  

A to Z  Ichneumon Fly 
I have mentioned 

Ichneumon Fly only once 

in a previous Focus many 

years ago. Some 

Ichneumon flies are 

nocturnal and attracted to 

lights and I find various 

Ichneumon fly species in 

and around my moth trap 

the morning after it has 

been lit all night. 

Ichneumons are parasitic 

on other insects. 

 

On 2
nd

 September 

2016 I was 

working at the 

kitchen sink and 

through the 

kitchen window 

noticed a stem of 

our Red Jasmine 

Jasminum 

beesianum was 

quivering. I saw 

an Ichneumon fly 

pitched on the 

jasmine. I went 

outside for a 

closer look and 

discovered the Ichneumon fly was appearing to 

attack a chrysalis which was attached to the jasmine. 

The chrysalis 

was shaking, 

presumably 

trying to stop 

the fly 

attacking it. I 

caught the fly 

in a pot, 

photographed 
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it and carried it to the bottom of the garden, let it go 

and hoped it would not find its way back.  

 

The chrysalis was that of a Red Admiral butterfly 

Vanessa atalanta. The butterfly is beautiful but the 

chrysalis is equally striking with a base colour of 

grey/brown and patches of gold. On 1
st
 October I 

noticed the chrysalis had been exited, the butterfly 

had successfully emerged. 

 

Red Admiral larvae feed on nettles but when fully 

grown wander off to pupate elsewhere and this is 

how the chrysalis ended up suspended on the jasmine 

plant. 

 

Last Words 

In a small report within the Western Morning News 

of 9
th
 February there was a warning that a Sudden 

Stratospheric Warming (SSW) could hit Britain 

between February and April. If it happens it could 

bring ice and snow. It said the last occurrence here 

was December 2010, so I got out my diary to read 

what happened back then and here are the most 

significant extracts:  

 

1st frosty & bitterly cold, 2nd  Woken to a blanket of 

snow & no school buses running, 3rd  several car 

thermometers read between minus 8.5 & minus 7C 

this morning. 6th Hoar frost lasted all day, 7th Air 

hoar frost, 8th Air hoar frost gone from here but still 

evident over Haldon. 14th Morning temperature 

minus 6C and a frozen Slow-worm found, probably 

scuffed out of its hiding place by a bird. The Slow-

worm was placed in a cellar and checked at midday, 

still lifeless but in the evening found to be alive. 16th 

Snow started to fall in the evening. 17th We woke to 

a covering of snow which continued to fall. QE 

School closed. Exeter Airport closed to incoming 

flights. Several minor shunts in the village especially 

on the hill up from the Exeter Inn towards the Glebe, 

Raddon etc. 18th We’d had more snow overnight and 

few people travelled about for at least the first few 

daylight hours. 19th Snow is still here. 20th More 

snow, the worst for years, Haldon Hill closed down. 

No milk delivery (to the doorstep), no recycling 

collected. 23rd Still very white with snow, a frost and 

icicles some over a foot long. 24th A hard frost 

overnight and no refuse collected today. 25th and it 

was minus 14.5C overnight. 26th Hoar frost this 

morning and snow still thick on the ground. Although 

still snowy, the thaw started from 27th when the 

temperature began to rise. It was confirmed to be the 

coldest December since records began.                       

  

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 
 

 

Blue Moon 
Photo by John Spivey 

Rainfall Record 
You probably don’t need Focus to confirm for 

you that January was a relatively wet month, 

following on from a wet December.  The total 

rainfall for January was 112mm (123mm in 

December), making these the two wettest 

months for over a year. 

  

There were just 6 dry days in January (8 in 

December). 

 

As I write this, February has been 

considerably drier, but a lot can happen in a 

week. 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Recognise the locations? 
Do you recognise the locations where these photos 

were taken last year?  All are within four miles of 

Thorverton (and all are visible without need to stray 

more than a few yards from the road): 

1. 

 

 

2.  

 
 

3. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 
 

5. 
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 Garden Club 

 

 

Adverts  
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 
or 0797 617 
5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day 

Breakfast and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Kevin Sussex 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 
07919950222 

 

 

Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service 

Also alterations undertaken 

 

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing 

Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Thursdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. 

Email: curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

  

Logs For Sale 

 

 £75 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Nick Bright 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon  
        Treasurer: Peter Stevens.  Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 

 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman  and Secretary: Paul Webb,  07944533372. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30 am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  58         Vol 49 No 3 – March 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.00 – 14.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call, for emergencies only, on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 
 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Sadly we said goodbye to Nurse Mags Keysell at the end of January and, happily, hello to Nurse Elaine 

Rolfe from the beginning of February 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Catherine Burkill Dr Jeff Solman 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Friday  09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies only 

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you prefer. 

Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs.  08:30 - 18:00 

   Friday              08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00 There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions 

may be  

   Friday                         08.30 - 17:00 collected all through the day. 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

 

On-line appointment booking   

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2018 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise  

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 

 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

March 5
th  

& 19
th
      March12

th  
& 26

th 

April 4
th

 (Wed.), 16
th
 & 30

th
     April 10

th
 (Tues.) & 23

rd
   

May 14
th
 & 29

th
 (Tues.)     May 8

th
 (Tues.) & 21

st
 
     

    
 

Mobile Library 
Every fourth Thursday in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20.   
 

Dates for 2018: 
 

March 15
th
,   April 12

th
,   May 10

th
,   June 7

th
,   July 5

th
,   August 2nd and 30

th
,   September 27

th
,  

October 25
th
,   November 22

nd
,  December 20

th
. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in March 
1

st
 March    St David’s Day       

17
th
 March  St Patrick’s Day          

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10 

from Latchmore Green. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.10 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (this is the 155 service), 18.10  

                      from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

                                                        16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10  

                   from The Berry and Broadlands.  
 

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (this is the 155 service), 

                                                     17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/


Focus on Thorverton  61         Vol 49 No 3 – March 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Diary 2018 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

MARCH 

Fri 2
nd

  Women's World Day of Prayer annual service, Thorverton Parish Church, 11.00am, followed by 

Soup Lunch.  All welcome.  

Fri 2
nd

  No Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church this day - instead please join us at the Parish Church at 

11.00 am for the W.W.D.of P. service and lunch. 

Fri 2
nd

   WI Soup & Pudding Evening, 6.30 for 7.00pm, WI Hut. Tickets from Judy Bright 860356 

Sat 3
rd

   Table Top Sale, 11am – 1pm, WI Hut.  In aid of Thorverton Pre-school.  See notice inside Focus. 

Sat 3
rd

   “Brush up your Shakespeare”, show by Exeter Drama Group, Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Mon 5
th
  Welcome Café opens again every Monday from 2.30pm, WI Hut.  Tea, cake and a chat.   

Tues 6
th
  WI meeting, “Claire Bliss – Fun With Scarves” – Open meeting WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Wed 7
th
  Focus AGM   WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 9
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

Sat 10
th
  Travelling Trends Fashion Show, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sun 11
th
  Family Service for Mothering Sunday, 9.30am for 10 o’clock service, Parish Church. 

Tues 13
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm            

Sat 17
th 

             Coffee Morning & Bring & Buy, Memorial Hall, 10.00-12.00.  

Mon 19
th
  Annual Parochial Church Meeting for the Parish of St Thomas of Canterbury Thorverton, 

                          7.30pm in the Parish Church. 

Mon 19
th
 Garden Club,  Todd Gray on Devon’s Historic Gardens, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 23
rd

   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Fri 23
rd  

History Society, Captain Jack Nott – The History of the Exeter Ship Canal, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

Sat 24
th
  WI Market & Coffee Morning (with fresh vegetables, eggs, etc.), 10.00 – 11.00 am, WI Hut.   

Tues 27
th 

Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall, eyes down 7.30pm 

Thurs 29
th
 Table Tennis Club, Thorverton Rec, 7pm 

 

APRIL 

Tues 3
rd

  WI meeting, “Mid Devon Recycling”, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 6
th  

Coffee Morning  Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Tues 10
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm  

Fri 13
th   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am  

Sun 15
th
 Bluebell Walk, Byway Farm, 2.30pm 

Mon 16
th
 Garden Club, Neil Lovesey on Plant Propagation, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 19
th
 to }   TADS presents “Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure” by James Barry, Memorial Hall, 7:30pm nightly 

        Sat 21
st
  }  Tickets from the Berry Dairy.  Enquiries: 01392 860843 

Tues 24
th
 Memorial Hall AGM, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 27
th
  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Fri  27
th
  History Society, Dr David Parker – Devon and the First World War, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

Sat 28
th
  WI Market & Coffee Morning (with fresh vegetables, eggs, etc.), 10.00 – 11.00 am, WI Hut.   

 

MAY 

Tues 1
st
  WI meeting, AGM,WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 4
th
   Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Fri 11
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Tues- Sat. 15
th
 – 19

th   
 East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church 

Sat 19
th  

Pie and Quiz, Memorial Hall, 7pm 

Fri 25
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Fri 25
th
   History Society, Exe Valley Railway – an evening of archive footage, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

Sat 26
th
  WI Market & Coffee Morning (with fresh vegetables, eggs, etc.), 10.00 – 11.00 am, WI Hut.   

 

JUNE 

Fri 1
st
   Coffee Morning  Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Tues 5
th
  WI meeting, “John Smith from Tesco’s,” WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 23
rd

  Beach Party, Memorial
  
Hall (time tba) 
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Spring at Berrysbridge 

 
 

 

Farewell to Russell Powell 
Russell Powell (ex-Exe Valley Farm Shop) said farewell to villagers at a party at the Exeter Inn at the end of 

January, prior to his move to Cornwall. I am grateful to John Spivey for the photo of Russell below: 

 

 


