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Editorial 
It felt like a long winter, with some prolonged cold 

and wet spells, but spring well and truly arrived in 

the second half of April and the village feels as 

though it has now quite sprung into life.  I use that 

term both for the colour around the village and the 

surrounding fields and lanes, and also for the 

activities.   

 

The Sherlock Holmes adventure which TADS 

performed in April was well received by some 

appreciative audiences.  It was hard work for the cast, 

but rewarding (not financially though!).  It would be 

great to see a few more in the audience for the next 

TADS productions.  In her letter on the following 

page, Sheena also makes the offer for others to get 

involved in the November production.  We need new 

faces and vitality to allow us to keep entertaining. 

 

May has two particular highlights for me: the Gas Up 

at Sunnymead, which is now in its 17
th
 year, is on 

Sunday 13
th
; and the following week, from Tuesday 

15
th
 to Saturday 19

th
, is the Arts Festival.  Sadly I 

won’t be able to attend the Gas Up, but I do 

thoroughly recommend it – and not only for lovers of 

vintage cars, tractors and stationary engines.  I will 

be able to attend the Arts Festival, which continues to 

grow and diversify in its display of arts and crafts. 

 

Apart from that, I need to make up for lost time on 

my allotment.  I wasn’t able to do a thing on it in 

March and the first half of April because the ground 

was too wet (and for much of the time it was too cold 

to encourage me out anyway).  So I shall be catching 

up on Lorraine’s articles for last month as well as for 

this to see what I need to do to get back on track.  

There are still allotments for rent.  I strongly 

recommend it.  They are in a lovely position and it 

can be so peaceful to spend some time up there in the 

spring, particularly in the evening as the sun is setting 

behind Raddon Top.  If you are interested in taking 

one on, do contact Alison Marshall, who is our Parish 

Council Clerk (there is a small notice about the 

allotments on page 14 of this month’s Focus) 

 

Time to get this off to print now.  We have been 

using Sarum Graphics for a year now and they have 

proved very efficient, reliable and helpful – even 

ready to take the occasional last minute amendment.  

I am hoping to visit them at the end of May to see 

Focus right the way through the process.  I will 

report back on that in due course. 

 

Enjoy May, which is invariably a beautiful month in 

and around Thorverton.  Oh, and don’t forget that we 

are still intending to produce a 2019 calendar of your 

photos, so if you take any good ones in May do keep 

them handy.  

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
From Alice and Frank Selley 
 

Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure.  
  

May we take this opportunity to congratulate all the 

members of TADS who took part in this latest 

production? It was a very enjoyable and amusing 

show and we would like to thank everyone involved. 

Well done!    

 

 

From Sheena Hunter-Hedges, Thorverton Amateur 

Dramatics Society (TADS) Chair 
 

TADS would like to thank everyone who assisted in 

putting our recent production “Sherlock’s Excellent 

Adventure” on the stage and to also say thank you to 

our supportive and appreciative audiences. 
 

We will be taking part in the commemoration day on 

Sunday, 11
th
 November and I would love to hear 

from anyone who might be interested in joining us 

for that. You can contact me on 01392 860843 or 

email sheena@marhaus.co.uk 

 

 

From Catriona Fursdon 
 

Hello - You may remember taking part in the 

Cadbury Fun Run last year? Anyway I hope you 

enjoyed it … and this is to let you know that you can 

have another go this year – and eat more delicious 

cake too! Each year a different charity, which has 

some special relevance to us, is supported, together 

with aiming to raise money for improvements to the 

local church.  

Here are the details: 

Cadbury Fun Run, Fursdon House 

Saturday 5 May 

Start 2pm 

Entry: £5. School children £2 

Pre-school children-free. Dogs £2 
  

Fabulous hilly route of about 4 miles, starting and 

finishing at Fursdon Coach Hall. Famous Cadbury 

teas afterwards! 

 

 

From Mike Knapman 
 

The Late Pauline Hartnell 
 

May we through Focus express our sincere and 

grateful thanks to The Co-oP Funeralcare, especially 

Fleur and all those who attended Mum’s funeral on 

23rd March 2018. We gave Mum a “Forget-me-not” 

Funeral and surrounded by her favourite flowers she 

was laid to rest with our father, Rick, who died in 

1999.  

 

Family friend, Guitarist Graham Clow, turned Mum’s 

Funeral into a Celebration of her Life. He played 

some of Mum’s favourite tunes and dedicated some 

beautiful songs to her too. Graham met Mum in 1977 

and Mum loved watching and listening to him play... 

so it was fitting he gave tribute to her as we 

celebrated her life.  

The Thorverton Arms provided a lovely buffet and 

catered for our guests very well. 

 

We must say, Thank you for the kindness shown to 

Mum by Dr Anderson, Dr Wride & Dr Ziegler, and 

we will always be eternally grateful to the team of 

District Nurses who visited Mum daily.  It didn’t 

matter how much pain she was in, they always 

managed to put a smile on her face. We would also 

like to say a huge thank you to Karen Ford, who was 

a good friend to our Mum, and we know that Mum 

adored her.  
 

We would like to thank, Good Neighbours Veda & 

Ray Dymond who kept a watchful eye over Mum, 

and friends and family who popped in to check on 

her and have a chat over a cup of tea. Thank you, we 

thank you all, Geoff, Anji, Rick & Ricki xx  

Please remember her with kindness and a smile on 

your face xx 

 

From John Spivey, Millennium Green 
 

After the wettest winter I can remember here in the 

village, when we had to place stepping stones in the 

mud to avoid the loss of personnel, the weather has 

now improved..28C as I write this on 19th April..and 

we can get on with improvements to the Green. 

Please consider joining the volunteers (11.00 am 
4th Saturday of the month) to make the 

Millennium Green fit for a long hot Summer. Many 

thanks to everyone who braved the weather in March 

to prune the willows and restore the footpath. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
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Do you need some assistance with 

funding? 
 

Focus is in the fortunate position of having 

some money available which the Focus 

Committee would like to make available to 

help the village.   
 

If you want to apply for funding, please write 

or email the Focus Editor.  The Committee 

will take into consideration the benefit to the 

village (although this will not necessarily just 

be the number of villagers likely to be 

positively affected) and what other sources 

of funding the requester might have. 

 

Recycle Devon campaign 
 

Keep your tops on! 
 

What do you do with lids, tops and caps? If you find 

yourself asking “Are they recyclable?”, “Which bin 

do they go in?” and “Am I doing it right?” then read 

on. 
 

These common questions now have a simple answer 

– YES! They are all recyclable! Simply give the 

bottle or jar a rinse, squash plastic bottles, put the top 

back on and recycle as you normally would – even if 

it’s a metal lid on a glass jar.  
 

Many people still remember the early days of 

recycling when plastic lids caused a problem due to 

being a different kind of plastic or being heavily 

dyed.  Thankfully, technology has improved over the 

years and we no longer have this problem. Hurrah! 
 

In fact, the recycling industry preference is now for 

lids to remain attached to bottles and jars.  Lids and 

caps are small and light, so attaching them to larger 

items keeps them contained during the collection and 

sorting process and prevents them from jamming 

machinery.  It also helps to keep plastic bottles 

squashed, so reduces volume and creates more space 

in your recycling bin, bag or box and on the recycling 

collection vehicle.  All in all, keeping your top on 

gets a big thumbs-up all round and helps maintain 

Devon’s 55.7% recycling rate. 
 

So, what happens to plastic bottles with lids?  
 

Plastics are shredded, cleaned and passed through a 

Sink-Float tank which separates different types of 

plastic by density.  HDPE plastic, such as lids and 

caps, will float whereas PET plastic, such as bottles, 

will sink.  So simple, but very effective!  The 

different plastics are then sold on to manufacturers 

who turn the plastic shreds into new products, such as 

garden furniture, fencing, polyester clothing and even 

new bottles. 
 

And glass jars? 
 

Similarly to plastic, glass is crushed and cleaned 

before it passes through a process to remove any 

plastic or metal lids and collars.    Plastic and metal is 

recycled into new products and glass is recycled into 

new bottles and jars.   

 

All local councils in Devon will collect your plastic 

bottles in your usual household recycling service. 

Don’t forget bottles from your bathroom too!  
  

Most authorities will collect your glass bottles and 

jars.  However, for the few that don't, you can take 

them to your local Recycling Bank or Household 

Waste Recycling Centre. 
  
 

For more information visit recycledevon.org.uk 

 

(Keeping lids on plastic and glass bottles and jars is 

applicable to residents in Exeter, Mid Devon, North 

Devon, Torridge, South Hams, West Devon, 

Teignbridge and Torbay.) 

 

 
 

Please note: revised Stagecoach 

bus timetables became effective 

from 15
th

 April.  New times are 

listed on page 64.  
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held 10
th
 April 2018. The full meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in  

School Lane or on the website.  The next PC meeting will  

take place on 8
th

 May at Thorverton W.I. Hut at 7.30pm - 

all are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The New Cemetery 

The PC are shortly to review and submit a completed funding application form to the Heritage Lottery Fund in 

connection with covering the costs of the required community archaeological dig on the chosen Dark Lane site. 

Once a response has been received from HLF the PC can move forward with the planning of the new Cemetery.  
 

DCC Highways matters  

a. Dark Lane wall repairs – the Structural Engineers report is on its way and once reviewed the PC will be able 

to decide on the way forward (more news next month) in the meantime the Lane will remain closed to vehicles.   

b. Cobble work around the bases of the new lamp posts – as no feedback had been received from Highways 

regarding the replacement of the poor cobble work, it was resolved to send a letter to the MDDC Conservation 

Officer for support and to enquire as to whether the MDDC Enforcement Officer should now be involved.   

c. Traffic calming – mobile flashing speed signs. Following news that Latchmore Green, being part of Rewe 

parish (EDDC), may be getting a flashing mobile speed sign, the Clerk was asked to make enquiries on costs and 

requirements for further review by Thorverton PC. 

d. School Lane zig zag lines – there was no update from C/Cllr Squires regarding the request to have these lines 

made shorter so as to meet the original agreement.    

e. Refilling of village salt/grit bins – due to the recent bad weather the village salt bins are now empty and Cllr 

Sims, the village snow warden, volunteered to contact DCC regarding supplies and to also request a new salt bin 

opposite the sheep dip due to the existing bin being broken.  

f. Pipe under the footpath from The Glebe to School Lane – no response had been received from Highways 

regarding the PC’s request to have this pipe mended so as to help stop the flooding in wet weather. 
 

** Please note that any Highways matters, such as potholes, can be reported by any member of the public 

via the MDDC website at https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ 
 

Planning Matters   

Planning Application ref: 17/01716/FULL reinstatement of access and farm track to agricultural land at 

School Lane. The Chairman had attended a site meeting in School Lane on 5
th
 April, on behalf of the PC, and had 

put forward the PC’s concerns regarding road safety. Following the suggestion of further inaccuracies on the 

official documents, it was resolved that the PC write to MDDC to request a postponement of the application 

decision to enable further investigation into the matter.   
 

Planning Applications: 

  i) 18/00517/NHH 17 Cleaves Close, Thorverton, Prior Notification for the erection of an extension 

 extending to 4m to the rear, maximum height 3.55m, eaves height 2.5m. Noted.  

  ii) 18/00433/FULL Tallet Barn, Heathfield Farm, Thorverton, variation of condition 2 of planning 

permission 16/00169/FULL to allow substitute plans. No comment. 

  iii) 18/00228/HOUSE & LBC The Old Post Office, School Lane, Thorverton, erection of an extension 

and conversion of existing outbuilding to storage use and demolition of lean-to storage buildings. It was resolved 

to support this application.  
 

 Planning Decisions: 

  i) 18/00069/FULL Dipfield, Thorverton, retention of change of use from garage to studio holiday 

accommodation. Granted. 

  ii) 18/00096/FULL Pit Farm, Thorverton, conversion of barn to dwelling. Granted.  
 

Allotment for hire – if you would like to rent a village allotment please get in touch as soon as possible.  
 

Your Parish Councillors: Nick Bright (Chairman), Stuart Crang (Vice Chairman), John Hodge, Neville Lane,  

Hilary Lawson, David Reygate, Graham Sims, John Spivey, Robert Turner and David Waldron.  
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Thorverton Memorial Hall  
Reg. Charity No. 203778 
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Notice Board  
 

 

YOUR LOCAL BANK  

TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS 

& 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 
 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 
 

offering a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards, local postcards, posting and packing 

materials, health lottery tickets, phone top-

ups, laundry + dry cleaning service, 

photocopying 

- here to serve YOU and our local community 
  

EASY PARKING  
 

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 
 

Thorverton Post Office 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 
 

Welcome Cafe 
 

Every Monday, except Bank Holidays, we 

meet in the WI Hut for tea, cake and a chat 

from 2.30pm 
 

Anyone welcome, so please come & join us. 
 
 

Silverton Memory Café 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall, Silverton, 

every Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.   

All welcome. 

Contact Annette Emmerson on 01392 860983 or 

annettejean@hotmail.co.uk for further details. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

A look at the Gospel of Luke 
Come and join the group in the 

Thorverton Arms snug 
Fridays 11th and 25th May 

 2.15 - 3.15 pm 
 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 
 

 
 
 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

will be holding their monthly  

Coffee Morning 
(or tea if you prefer!) 

 

Friday 4th May from 10.30 to 12 noon 
 

A warm welcome to all 
 

 

Thorverton Outdoor Table Tennis Association 
 

Meet at the Rec at 7pm for an 

hour of social table tennis on 

Thursdays throughout May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.co.uk
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EAST DEVON ARTS 

FESTIVAL AT 

THORVERTON        

CHURCH                                                            

2018 
Useful info especially if you’d like to 
help in any way:  
  

Arts Festival open from Tues May 15th – Sat 19th 

inc. 
 

 Art boards put up on Wed May 9th  

 Church display areas, tables etc prepared  

     Thurs 10th and Fri 11th 

 Art and craft received on Sat 12th (setting out 

begun) 

 Art and craft hung and set out on Sun 13th  

 Cleaning, tidying, final tweaking on Mon 14th 

 Assembling/stapling the catalogue on Mon 14th 

 Manning the desk, stewarding, selling cake and 

Grand Draw tickets from Tues 15th – Sat 19th 

 Dismantling the exhibition, checking out art and 

craft, clearing up on Sat 19th from 4.00 onwards 

 

Royston Kershaw, Jean Brown and I are 

masterminding the art and craft together with Paddy 

Milford and others in the art team. 
 

Tina Ayre is heading the refreshments team and will 

need help in advance and plenty during the week 

itself cooking, serving, washing up, cleaning etc. 
 

Ed Greed and Peter Colebrook usually manage the 

‘heavies’ team putting boards etc. up on the 9th and 

then dismantling it all late on Sat 19th. 
  

Do contact me or other relevant people if you’d like 

to know more or to reassure us that there are people 

out there to help us do the job! 
  

If anyone would like to organise other fund-raising 

events in aid of the church either around the same 

time or before or after, then do let Royston and Ed 

(church wardens) know.  
 

We already know that the quiz at The 

Thorverton Arms on Wed May 9th at 7.30pm 

will be in aid of Thorverton Church funds. 
 

With very many thanks in advance, 
  

Heather Kershaw 860419          Tina Ayre 860434 
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Arts Festival  Refreshments...... 

how you can help? 
 

By donating money .. baking and cooking .. or giving 

your time, working in the kitchen. 

Cakes, cakes, cakes (sponges always sell well) and 

something colourful children will go for.  
 

For savoury .... pasta bakes, quiches, soup …. but, if 

you want to cook or bake something else and are not 

sure what’s wanted, speak to Felicity Cashmore on  

860053 for ideas. 
 

The big freezer behind the curtain in Church is now  

switched on - just label your food and leave it there if 

you are cooking in advance, or bring your fresh food 

into Church on Tue 15
th
, Wed 16

th
 or Thursday 17

th
. 

 

If you want to donate money, please see Marj 

Maynard at 3, Bullen Street, 860661.  You could also 

leave food with her if that’s more convenient. 
 

If you want to help in the kitchen during the week, 

the yellow folder inside the Church door has the 

days’ rota sheets in - please  write your name there, 

or phone me, Tina Ayre on 860434, saying when you 

can help and I shall fill it in.  The work in the kitchen 

is a 2 hour duty and nothing more than you would do 

in your own home.  At least 3 people are needed at 

the lunch and tea–time slots, so do a duty with a 

friend.  
 

I try my hardest to return all dishes, tins and 

containers, so please help by labelling things. 

Please contact me if you want to help in any way on  

Exeter 860434, or  ayre.ratcliffe@virgin.net 

Tina Ayre 

 

Wanted! 
 

Things for a LUCKY DIP 
 

During the Arts Festival there is a lucky 

dip bin just by the Church door all week. 

We’d be very grateful for any small gifts 

for girls, boys and toddlers!!    

I'll wrap them … Will collect. 

Tina 860434 

 

 

THORVERTON CHURCH 

 CHOIR     ♫ 
 

New members are welcome to join at any time. There 

are no scary auditions! 

We sing a wide range of music at ‘all-age’ and more 

traditional services.  

It’s good fun. Why not come and give it a try? 
 

Thursday Choir Practices at Thorverton 

Church   7.45 – 9.00pm 
May 3rd, 17th, 24

th
 

June 14
th  

 

Services with Choir / Choir events at 

Thorverton 
Sun  May   6th  Communion 9.30 start 

Sun  May 20th  Family Service  9.30 for 10.00 

service 

Sun   June   3rd   Communion 9.30 start 

 

CONTACT : 

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419  

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton

 

mailto:ayre.ratcliffe@virgin.net
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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The Exeter-based Starling Octet is delighted to offer 

a choral concert, in aid of national charity Child.org, 

in the villages of Broadclyst and Silverton this 

spring.  On Saturday 5th May at 7:30pm at the 

Church of St John the Baptist in Broadclyst, and 

on Sunday 13
th

 May at 4:00pm at the Church of St 

Mary the Virgin in Silverton, we will be 

performing Une Conversation Musicale, a varied 

and exciting programme of works for double choir 

from some of the greatest composers of all time.  
 

"Double choir" means that the singers are in two 

groups of four, each SATB, which are engaged in a 

musical conversation, taking it in turns to develop or 

echo a musical theme.  This form gives wonderful 

scope for the music to ebb and flow, evolve and 

return, and presents an exciting challenge to an octet! 

The programme opens with Magnificat Primi Toni, 

an exuberant work by Renaissance master of 

polyphony, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina. This is 

followed by the first of two resplendent motets by the 

most famous Baroque composer, Johann Sebastian 

Bach, full of flowing semiquavers and surprising 

moments of harmonic tension. The first half 

continues with three works by Spanish composer, 

Tomás Luis de Victoria, allowing the octet to split 

into two separate groups for the four-part O Magnum 

Mysterium and O Quam Gloriosam. 
 

After the interval, the programme takes a more 

contemplative tone, with French composer Frank 

Martin’s Mass for Double Choir. The mass was 

composed in 1922, but Martin would not allow it to 

be performed until 1963, as he has considered the 

work “to be a matter between God and myself” and 

that “a personal expression of religious belief should 

remain secret and hidden from public opinion.” The 

music is notable for its delicious harmony and 

flowing melodic lines. 
 

The Starling Octet was formed in 2010 by Benjamin 

Pennington, drawing singers from the University of 

Exeter and the surrounding city. As an octet, we 

relish the challenge of singing eight-part music and 

we truly love all of the music we sing.  We are also 

known for our informal and informative delivery.  

One audience member described us thus: 

"The combination of the interesting and unusual 

programmes, the special atmosphere of their chosen 

venues and the natural warmth of the intimacy with 

the audience they create from sharing their passion, 

always results in a truly captivating concert." 

 

Tickets for the concert are on sale in advance at £9 

(£6 low income) through this link: 

www.child.org/musicale.  Tickets will also be 

available on the door at £10 / £7. 

Contact: Ben Pennington 07532 053458 

thestarlingoctet@gmail.com 

http://www.thestarlingoctet.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/TheStarlingOctet 

www.child.org 

 

 
 

http://www.thestarlingoctet.co.uk/
http://www.child.org/
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UPTON PYNE AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 
 
 
 
       

Non members are welcome to all our 

events – talks £3 

Raffle & Refreshments 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
                         May 2018 Newsletter 

Events & activities for the   plus!  
 

 

COFFEE MORNING & QUIZ – Tuesday 8
th

 May  

Come and join us at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton between 1000 & 1130.  An opportunity to 

chat, take part in our optional quiz and raffle or book an outing. Entrance charge £1:00 includes 

refreshments. Everyone welcome! 
 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 14 & 21 May 

Venue as above: starts at 2:00 PM prompt.  Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment and raffle 

ticket (prizes!)  It’s fun, easy to learn and helps keep the brain cells active!  If you can’t play? – we’ll 

show you how! 

 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS (Exe Valley pick-ups: check programme for times) 

15th MAY Caerhays Castle & Mevagissey (Fully booked)  £22 

17th JUN Barnstaple: An evening with Pam Ayres (Fully booked) £30 

20th JUN New Forest Tour also visiting Lymington & Lyndhurst  £12 

24th JUL  Cotswolds Tour &  Steam Train ride   £22 

16th AUG Poole - Wareham River Cruise & Fish & Chips lunch  £28 
 

Our May outing is to Caerhays Castle & Gardens where there will be a guided tour of the Castle and 

afterwards you will be free to explore the Gardens which have an international reputation.  In the 

afternoon we will spend two hours in the nearby Cornish fishing port of Mevagissey. 
 

In June we visit England’s newest National Park where wild ponies wander the roads between many 

picturesque villages.  Our first stop is at the Georgian seaport and market town of Lymington.  Time 

for lunch then we travel to the ancient village of Lyndhurst known as the New Forest’s capital 
 

If you are interested in any of the above events & would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton EX5 4HW Devon 01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

 
 
 

 
 

Monday 21
st
 May     7.30pm in the Village Hall 

 

Our speaker this month is 

 

Allan French with his talk on 

‘Spring colour in the Garden’      
                           

 

 Plants for 

sale 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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A Taste of Africa 
 

We would love for you to come and join us to sample some Authentic African 

Cuisine at the Exeter Inn on Saturday 16
th

 June at 7.30pm 
 

 
 

Tickets £7 per person and must be booked in advance by contacting Lisa on 

01392 861765 or emailing browningsinoz@yahoo.com 
 

All proceeds to Holly Browning’s Camp Tanzania fund 

 

mailto:browningsinoz@yahoo.com
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Thorverton Fun Day – Saturday 14
th

 July 2018 

at Thorverton Memorial Hall 

Support Your Local Village Hall 

 

Home Craft Classes for 2018 

 
Class  

Number 

Category Description Entry Fee 

1 Under 5s A picture of a rainbow n/a 

2 Under 5s Make 4 chocolate rice krispy/cornflake cakes n/a 

3 Under 5s Make a model from cardboard and/or silver foil n/a 

    

4 Age 6 – 10 Write a poem about anything you like n/a 

5 Age 6 – 10 Paint/decorate a jam jar n/a 

6 Age 6 – 10 Bake and decorate 4 cookies n/a 

    

7 Age 11 – 16 Photo of a wild bird n/a 

8 Age 11 – 16 Bake 3 muffins n/a 

9 Age 11 – 16 Draw/paint a picture of a pet n/a 

    

10 Flowers Single stem fragrant flower £1.00 

11 Flowers Cactus or succulent plant £1.00 

12 Flowers Flowers arranged in a household implement £1.00 

13 Vegetables Arrangement of summer vegetables £1.00 

    

14 Cooking Pic-nic for two £1.00 

15 Cooking Bake and decorated a Birthday Cake £1.00 

16 Cooking Bake a quiche – any filling £1.00 

17 Cooking Bake a banana loaf cake £1.00 

    

18 Preserves A jar of homemade marmalade £1.00 

19 Preserves A jar of homemade chutney £1.00 

    

20 Photograph ‘Thorverton in winter’ £1.00 

    

21 Poetry An original poem linked to nature £1.00 

    

22 Handicraft Small handmade blanket/quilt/quilt cover made  

from wool or material 

£1.00 

 

See rules on opposite page. 

 



Focus on Thorverton  13         Vol 49 No 5  – May 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thorverton Fun Day – Saturday 

14
th

 July 2018 

at Thorverton Memorial Hall 

Support Your Local Village Hall 

Home Craft Rules 
1. Closing date for entries 13th July 2018 at 

midday 

2. Children’s class numbers 1 – 9 are free to 

enter (ages       to be shown on entry form) 

3. Class numbers 10 – 22 are £1.00 each to    

enter per item 

4. Entry fees are non-negotiable 

5. The competition is open to everyone 

6. All exhibits must arrive at Thorverton 

Memorial Hall between 8.00am and 10am 

on Saturday 14th July 2018 

7. Judging will commence at 10.15am on 

Saturday 14th July 2018 

8.  First, second and third prize winners of 

children’s class numbers 1 – 9 will receive 

prize money of £2.00, £1.00 and 50p 

respectively 

9. Prize money will be available from midday 

until 6pm on the day of the event 

10. Entries achieving a first, second, or third 

prize in class numbers 10 – 22 will receive a 

Certificate of Achievement 

11. All entries to be removed from the Hall after 

4pm and before 6pm on the event day 

12. The Memorial Hall Committee will not be 

held responsible for any unclaimed entries 

or for any loss or damage to any entries 

13. All entries are left at the owner’s risk 

14. The decision of the Judge is final. 

Cookery Class Guidelines 
A. All items must be covered with ‘cling film’ or 

similar 

B. Marmalade and chutney must be clearly 

labelled with the variety and the date made  
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SILVERTON LINK UP 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients 
 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 
 

Jean Hawkins 860849.        John Kiely 861545. 

Doreen Beer 860731.    Stephen Roach 861042. 

MaryClare Smith 861916.   Dave Sleep 860678. 

Mary Hall 860532.               John Pizey 861711. 

Dave Cole 860030.      Lorraine Yarnell 861240. 

***John Owen-Jones 841085. 

***This driver only does surgery appointments. 

 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals 

and clinics in the area. 
 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT 

ONE OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED 

ABOVE, GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE 

AS POSSIBLE. 
 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation 

towards the Fund for the expenses of the drivers 

would be appreciated.  Donations should be 

given direct to the driver, who issues a receipt. 
 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving 

up their time to help others in the community. 

Although they will do their best, they cannot 

always be available, so it may not always be 

possible to arrange a lift. 
 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk 

 
 

Please help raise funds for 

Silverton Link Up 
(Charity no. 1048253) 

 

DOREEN’S PLANT SALE 
 

SILVERTON COMMUNITY 

HALL 
 

SATURDAY 26
th

 MAY 
 

09.00 – 12.00 
 

Coffee / Tea,  Cake Stall,  Raffle 

 
 

MILLENNIUM GREEN WORKING PARTY 
 

We meet at 11am on the 4th Saturday of each 

month, unless the weather is against us. 

Keep an eye on the notices posted at the 

Millennium Green Entrance Gate for any 

changes to the date. 
 

We always welcome new volunteers  

(in particular, younger villagers!) 
 

The next meeting will be on 26th May 

- please do come and join us for an hour or so. 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trustees 

 

Character Cottage For 
Sale 

Thorverton village centre 
New kitchen 

New bathrooms 
Lounge diner 

Downstairs wc 
Courtyard garden 
On-road parking 

4 Bedrooms (one en-suite) 
Family bathroom 

Call Colin & Alison Marshall on 
01392 861228  

or e-mail 
aj.marshall@btinternet.com 

 

Thorverton Parish Council – Allotment 

for rent 

The Parish Council has an Allotment in 

the village for rent at a cost of £10 per 

year (plus a £25 refundable deposit) so if 

you are interested in extending your 

garden or having a go at growing your 

own fruit, veg and flowers, please contact 

the Clerk, Alison Marshall, on Thorverton 

861228 or thorvertonpc@gmail.com for 

more information.  

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

mailto:aj.marshall@btinternet.com
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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FURSDON, CADBURY, DEVON.EX5 5JS 
www.fursdon.co.uk 01392 860860 

Come and visit one of Devon’s oldest family homes. Stroll in grounds and lovely walled garden and sample 
delicious home baking in the Coach Hall tea room. 

 
OPEN: GARDENS & TEAS: Bank Holiday Mondays, every Wednesday and Thursday afternoon from Easter to end 

of September from 2-5pm  
HOUSE TOURS at 2.30 and 3.30pm are on same days as above in June, July and August only. 

 
ANNUAL GARDEN SEASON TICKETS £7 each 

Special Open Days in Apr, May and Aug celebrating the countryside. 
 NGS charity weekends in June and September 

Garden open for Hospiscare Friday 1 June 
See website for details or contact us.  

See also our lovely holiday accommodation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Church Services and News     

MAY 2018 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 6 May Easter 6 [Godparents Sunday] 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile & Baptism   Brampford Speke KC 

10:00am Open Door   Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore D James 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury  Lay Led 

 

 

Thursday 10 May Ascension Day                       Mission Community Service [Start of ‘Thy Kingdom Come’] 

7:30 pm  Holy Communion  [C]  Huxham   KC 

 

 

Sunday 13 May Easter 7 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Huxham KC 

10:00 am Family Service  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 

10:00 am Informal Gathering   Stoke Canon   

11:15 am Morning Worship  Rewe Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne  Lay Led  

 

 

Sunday 20 May Whit Sunday PENTECOST  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury KC 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton 

10:00 am  Family Service   Thorverton  Lay Led  
   Joint with Baptist Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke G Stones  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

11:15 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Poltimore KC 

03:00 pm Pentecost Evening Prayer    Netherexe KC 

06:00 pm Thy Kingdom Come Celebration   Exeter Cathedral 

 

 

Sunday 27 May Trinity Sunday    

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres MSS 

09:30 am Holy Communion [BCP]  Thorverton D Francis 

10:00 am  Informal Service  Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:00 am Service of the Word    Upton Pyne  LF 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe SS  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham Lay Led  

 

 

Sunday 3 June Trinity 1  

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke Lay Led  

10:00am Open Door   Newton St Cyres LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore MSS 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury  Lay Led 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 
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Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell : 01392 860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 
 

Parish Letter 
Each Church has its own unique story to tell ……… 
 

They represent some of the most iconic, beautiful and 

occasionally bizarre buildings in the country.  They 

represent our history, our art and our ideas.  Our 

churches are often the oldest building in the village 

or town and how often do we drive past them without 

noticing them or visit them without seeing the detail? 
 

Few historic buildings are as easy to visit as a parish 

church. They are open and welcoming to all.  

Nationally there are 16,000 churches and 42 

cathedrals to visit should you so wish.  It is estimated 

that 35 to 50 million people visit churches each year 

as tourists.  There are even pages of Devon Churches 

to visit on Trip Advisor! 

A parish church is like a book, telling the story of the 

Christian faith and the lives, joys and sorrows of the 

people who live locally and over the years have met 

there right up to the current day for people to worship 

and involve their faith and their local church in many 

of life’s key moments, the church is open and 

welcoming. 
 

England’s historic places of worship are managed 

and maintained by thousands of volunteers who give 

their time and raise money to make them fit for use.  

These volunteers care for these special places, 

keeping them open for worship and many other 

cultural, social and educational purposes in the 

twenty-first century. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org


Focus on Thorverton  18         Vol 49 No 5  – May 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why are naves necessary, why are towers built as tall 

as possible and what exactly is the history of this 

church?  All the answers can be found through many 

forms of research material and lists of churches 

available through their historical relevance.  There is 

a church at the heart of every community and each 

one puts its faith into action through many various 

means celebrating festivals, running food banks, 

welcoming the local community, hosting exercise 

classes, working with schools, again the list is 

endless. 
   

The community of ten churches of the Netherexe 

parishes are Brampford Speke, Cadbury, Newton St 

Cyres with Cowley, Poltimore with Huxham, Rewe 

with Netherexe, Stoke Canon, Thorverton and Upton 

Pyne all are different for many reasons why not 

challenge yourself to visit all ten churches? 
 

But a church is more than bricks and mortar, it is a 

community of people who, together live in 

relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 
 

Brampford Speke P.C.C. 

 

Baptist Church 
 

On the road to Emmaus 
 

We are in the period of the Church's calendar that 

takes us from Easter to Pentecost so it might still be 

appropriate to consider one of the events of that first 

Resurrection Day.  It is to St Luke's sensitive writing 

that we owe the lovely account of what happened to 

two travellers walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus, a 

village about seven miles from the capital.  Luke tells 

us that the name of one of the travellers was Cleopas. 

So vivid is the reportage that some bible scholars 

have concluded it must have been written by an eye 

witness and that therefore Luke himself was the 

second, unnamed person on the road that day.  It is 

much more likely that they were a married couple on 

their way home after spending time in Jerusalem as 

pilgrims at the important Feast of the Passover. 
 

They were downcast and despondent as they talked to 

each other about the recent arrest and execution of 

their spiritual leader Jesus of Nazareth.  They were 

probably getting a little breathless on the steep and 

winding road when they became conscious of 

footsteps behind them until eventually they were 

joined by another traveller.  They shared their despair 

with the stranger, who listened to their tale of woe 

before issuing a strong rebuke and then proceeding to 

explain to them various Old Testament passages 

referring to the Messiah.  It had not yet dawned on 

them that their new companion on the road was none 

other than Jesus himself! 
 

Before they knew it, they found themselves at 

Emmaus and Jesus made as if to continue on his way. 

But the other two could not bear to let him go and 

with a typical sense of Middle Eastern hospitality 

they urged him to be their guest, an invitation which 

he graciously accepted.  As they sit at table for the 

meal, the guest becomes the host.  He it is who takes 

the bread, says grace and distributes it to them.  At 

that moment, whatever it is that has prevented them 

from recognising him is no longer in force.  That 

familiar gesture of breaking the bread breaks also the 

chains that bind them and causes the scales to fall 

from their eyes.  And as their eyes are opened, the 

stranger - a stranger no more - disappears from their 

sight.  “Of course!  It was him all along!  No wonder 

we were so moved - we felt our hearts on fire - by his 

exposition of the Scriptures!”  All thoughts of their 

unfinished meal put aside, they at once make the 

return journey to report their experience to the 

apostles. 
 

All this makes a very moving story, but it is more 

than that.  Jesus spoke to the hearts of those travellers 

on the Emmaus road when he opened up the 

Scriptures to them.  John Wesley had a similar 

experience, which he describes as follows: “I felt my 

heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, 

Christ alone, for salvation, and an assurance was 

given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, 

and saved me from the law of sin and death.” 
 

But later on that evening, when Jesus appeared to the 

Christian company which the Emmaus travellers had 

rushed back to, Luke tells us that the Risen Lord 

opened up their minds to understand the Scriptures. 

Heart and mind are equally important for Christian 

faith. The heart represents feeling and the mind 

represents the understanding. In the first instance he 

appealed to the seat of their emotions and feelings. 

 In the second, it was their understanding and 

intellect he was aiming at.   
 

We need to allow the Scriptures to speak to both 

heart and mind.  That was the experience of the 

travellers on the Emmaus Road, and it can be ours 

too. 

Maurice Harrison 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request? 

If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday  
between 10.00 and 12 noon when I will be 
happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 
 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  19         Vol 49 No 5  – May 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Women’s Institute  
April 2018 WI Meeting 

Felicity Jones, Mid Devon Recycling Officer, was 

our speaker for the April meeting.  She gave us a 

brief account of her background, explaining that she 

had worked for several years in the admin department 

of environmental health but had not really enjoyed it 

or achieved job satisfaction.  For this reason, she 

requested a change of work.  
 

An opportunity occurred for working at the 

developing recycling centre at Silverton and Felicity 

felt this would be an interesting challenge for her.  

She described working conditions at that time at the 

site – not at all appealing – having to dress up in hard 

hat and high viz jacket to walk some distance across 

the yard to the toilet!  She said the view from her 

office was the belt carrying the rubbish up to be 

bailed.   
 

Felicity told us that she had spent time on the rounds 

collecting rubbish and recycling and amused us with 

tales of how unpleasant some of her experiences had 

been, all because people had not emptied or rinsed 

containers.  Felicity was proud to tell us that systems 

have evolved and that things have moved on and now 

Mid Devon sends zero to landfill.  In addition to the 

usual recycling, food waste is converted into energy, 

plants are composted, and the refuse is sent to the 

Energy Recycling Facility in Exeter. 
 

We were amazed by many facts and figures we were 

given and the variable value of different recycled 

materials.  For example, a fleece could be made from 

just twenty-five recycled Pepsi bottles, glass is 100% 

recyclable much of which ends up mixed with 

bitumen on our road surfaces, tin cans are recycled to 

more tin cans in sixty days, a ton of aluminium is 

worth £1000, and a ton of frosted plastic milk bottles 

is worth £250. 

 

 

Felicity stressed that recycling is compulsory and 

anyone found not conforming to the system could get 

a warning letter which may be followed up by a fine. 
 

Our May meeting is the Annual General on Tuesday 

1
st
 May at 7.30pm at the WI Hut, when the National 

Resolution will be discussed and voted on.  Anyone 

is welcome to join us in June when John Smith from 

Tesco’s will be our speaker. 
 

Thanks to all who attended the Soup and Pudding 

Evening and helped to make it a very sociable event, 

as seen in the photos below. 

Judy Bright 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by John Spivey 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd  
supporting Thorverton Post Office 
 

We are pleased to report that our business seems to 

be continuing well and also that of our post office. 

Many of you realise that you can do so much here in 

OUR post office and don’t have to drive or get the 

bus to be able to make use of banking services 

amongst very many other things. Parking is so easy 

too. It’s good to be able to buy a paper or magazine 

locally and that there is a good range of stationery, 

cards and other useful items on sale. Do let us know 

if there’s anything else you’d like us to stock, bearing 

in mind limitations of space and likely turnover. 
 

We welcome helpful feedback and suggestions, and 

would be interested to know if you’d be able to help 

our community venture more in any way. We are 

fortunate to have a good team of staff, many of them 

giving their time and skills for nothing (or not very 

much reward) but we could always do with more 

people around to help especially when regulars are 

unavailable. 
 

We are approaching the end of TCT’s financial year 

(end of May) so will be asking you to make your 

annual subscription of £10 per person to help us keep 

this community-run venture afloat. Please use the 

form below or ask for one at the post office. Some of 

you may have done this recently at the Annual Parish 

meeting? 
 

We look forward to your continuing support in our 

post office and paper shop/stationers. 

 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419       

TCT Ltd Chair and Company Secretary 

 

Jan Hamilton               07764 461575       

TCT Ltd Business Manager 

  

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
 

I/we ………………………………………………………….......................................................… 

 

(address + postcode)…………………………………….............................................…………… 

 

…………………………………...................................................................................................... 

 

…………………………………………………………............................................................…. 

 

(e-mail) ………………………………………………….............................................................… 

 

 

wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the 

provisions of its Memorandum and Articles of Association  

(see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 

 

OR 

wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 

 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2018– 5/2019 (cheques payable to Thorverton 

Co-operative Trust Ltd) 

 

 

(signature(s))……………………………………………… 

 

 

…………………………………………………………….. 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to: 

                                                

Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary                                                          

c/o  Thorverton Post Office  or post/deliver to  

TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS 
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Thorverton Millennium Green 
Trust 
Chairman’s Report 2018 
 

Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, who sadly passed 

away in August, was the driving force in enabling the 

purchase and continuing development of the Green. 

We will all very much miss her unfailing energy, 

cheerfulness, diplomacy and encyclopaedic 

knowledge. The Green is a permanent memorial to 

her efforts on behalf of our village. We have planted 

a commemorative lime tree in the centre of the 

Green. 
 

The proposed purchase of an extension to the Green 

from the Church Commissioners was abandoned in 

September. The price of the land, already inflated to 

double agricultural prices, was further increased by 

the Church Commission requiring us to pay for all 

their legal expenses. This made the total cost of this 

very small addition (0.16 acres) to the Green over 

£6000, before we even started building bridges etc. 

Instead, we have further developed the land we 

already own opposite the picnic table, making new 

paths down to the southern point and opened up the 

Streamside path from the Peninsular to the Concrete 

Bridge. (When you use this new path please keep 

dogs on a lead as there may be cattle over in the big 

field).  
 

An energetic working party in the Autumn did a 

sterling job with the brambles and tree branches. The 

Trustees were joined in March by new volunteers 

from Court Barton Close to help with the annual 

pruning of the willows. Switches were collected and 

planted in gardens around the village. They were also 

used for path edging in wildlife garden in the 

Recreation Ground. 
 

The Green continues to be maintained by our usual 

trustees and a few loyal volunteers. We are, however, 

still very short of volunteers to help with the many 

jobs involved, such as strimming, pruning, nettle and 

bramble control, and stepping stone repairs. Could 

you give an hour of your time to join the Working 

Parties on the 4th Saturday of each month? The 

edges of the hard path need more tidying and we 

would like to fell a couple of surplus trees to 

construct a bridge near the picnic table. If anyone 

would like to offer to help with these tasks, please 

contact any of the trustees. 
 

We are always grateful to Hank Jones for his 

excellent mowing, with machines kindly provided by 

Richard Turner-Warwick. We also thank Richard 

Player for harvesting the long grass in August.  

Becky Stannard has continued to update the website 

(www.thorverton.org.uk). Please access this site for 

news of events in the Green. We are hoping to make 

a permanent high quality welcome sign including a 

footpath map near the entrance gate; work in 

progress. 
 

Moles continue with their building of mountains, and 

the working party in February levelled most of these 

to enable the mower to keep the grass short on the 

paths. This very wet winter has made the paths 

extremely muddy and made it necessary to place 

extra concrete stepping stones in 'The Narrows'. This 

has been the wettest winter since the establishment of 

the Green. 
 

The Thorverton Millennium Green Trust is a charity 

dependent on donations for its future financial 

security; so do think of us when making charitable 

donations or drawing up a will. Many thanks to the 

Erica Leonard Trust for their donation which will be 

of great help with further improvements. 
 

Thanks also for the donations of concrete slabs. 
 

We look forward to the coming year (with less rain 

and mud). We hope everyone in the village continues 

to enjoy this valuable amenity.. Happy walking! 

 

John Spivey 

Chairman TMGT 

 
Poetry  
Hawthorns 

Hawthorn trees, our springtime brides, 

In country meads and by waysides; 

Each tiny flower within a spray 

Adds its perfection to display, 

Display to greet arriving swallows. 

As blossoms fade the green that follows 

Is a pure and verdant shade, 

Enhancing moor and village glade. 

Autumn ripens rosy haws 

Upon the boughs - amid the claws 

Those sharp thorns, nature's defence,  

Which keeps the foliage lush and dense. 
 

Doreen Beer 

 

Just to let readers know my latest news on poetry 

writing.  My fourth book "West Country 

Wanderings" - in poetry, hopefully will be received 

from the publishers in time for our Arts Festival in 

May.  Or copies may be ordered from local 

booksellers in and around Devon, Cornwall and 

Somerset. 
 

So I hope my poetry fans will support my latest 

endeavour.  Thank you all for doing so in the past. 
 

Doreen Beer 
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History Society 
Friday, 23

rd
 March 

Exeter Ship Canal – Captain Jack Nott 

 

  

Jack was the Exeter harbour master and river and 

canal manager for many years and has a long 

connection with the canal. 

 

Exeter was a commercial centre for exports and 

imports since medieval times. The Romans could 

navigate all the way up the river to Exeter but over 

the years things changed. This was to be the first 

canal to be built in Britain and there were three 

phases of building. At the time both Topsham and 

Exeter benefitted from the trade. The Courtney 

estates were on the west bank of the river and they 

wished to have some control over the shipping. 

Isabella de Fortibus Countess of Devon owned land 

on the east bank along with Topsham quay. In 1284 

she built Countess Weir which had a 30 foot gap to 

allow fish to go up river and would also allow small 

ships to pass up the river. The gentry of Exeter 

objected to her building the weir and the Crown 

found in their favour but nothing was done to remove 

the weir. The reason for building the weir is 

unknown. When she died the Courtney’s inherited a 

lot of her lands and they constructed Lampreyford 

weir and Salmonpool weir so now there were 3 weirs 

on the river. 

 

By the 1400s the Courtneys had lost control and 

Exeter was given the power to remove the weirs. 

However, sedimentation had built up to a level that 

would prevent shipping so they decided to build a 

canal along the west bank as the geology was better 

suited for the task. 

 

The first phase went from Exeter to 

Countess Weir and 10 ton barges could be 

towed up the 3 foot deep canal. In 1671 it 

was decided to extend it to Trenchards 

sluice (by the motorway bridge). Trade had 

increased and wool was being exported 

with wine being imported. In 1701 it was 

decided to increase the size of the canal 

substantially and it was closed for 30 years 

while the work was carried out. It was 

deepened and now vessels of 150 tons 

could use it. Exeter at the time was a major 

port and a lot of money was being made 

from the canal. In the 1750’s some 500 

craft used the canal annually and by the 

1800’s there was a need to dredge and 

straighten the canal to improve navigation. 

 

By the late 1700s canal mania began and 

plans were made to build a canal from 

Exeter to Crediton and then on up  to Barnstaple. 

Evidence of the start of the Exeter to Crediton canal 

was found when work was being done on the flood 

relief scheme. As this route would have needed to 

pass through Exeter another company came up with 

the idea of avoiding Exeter and building a route from 

Topsham to Broadclyst, then Poltimore to Stoke 

Canon, Brampford Speke and Newton St Cyres. The 

cost of the Napoleonic wars and the railways put an 

end to canal mania but by 1829 plans were made to 

extend the canal to Turf lock and make it wider, 

deeper and straighter. This was a major engineering 

project and the canal basin at Exeter was built to 

allow for the increase in shipping. This included a 

turning bay for the large boats. The basin at that time 

was a very industrial area. Trade at Topsham suffered 

so the Topsham lock was built which included a 

derrick for elver fishing. 

 

Exeter had tow paths on both sides of the canal, 

needed due to the size of boats now being used on the 

5.5 mile journey from Turf to Exeter. The railways 

seriously affected canal trade but in more recent 

years coasters used the canal until the late 1960s. The 

Water Authority’s sludge vessel took its cargo out to 

the English Channel daily until 1998. 

 

Now the canal is mostly used for sport or recreation 

and is a place where people and wildlife enjoy a 

unique environment. New lock gates have recently 

been installed at Turf, Kings Arms and Double Locks 

which has given the canal a new lease of life into the 

21
st
 century. 

 

Robert Turner  
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Legal Eagle 
 

The Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005 

apply where work activities expose people at work 

(employees or other workers affected by work 

activities) to risks to their health and safety from 

noise. The Regulations require employers to 

eliminate or reduce risks to health and safety from 

noise at work. 
 

Depending on the level of risk employers should: 
 

*take action to reduce the noise exposure; and also 

*provide employees with personal protection. 
 

Other duties under the Regulations include the need 

to (inter alia): 
 

*make sure the legal limits on noise exposure are not  

  exceeded; 

*maintain and ensure the use of equipment provided  

  to control noise risk. 
 

Christopher Goldscheider, a viola player, sued the 

Royal Opera House for damages in respect of 

irreversible hearing damage suffered while 

rehearsing Richard Wagner’s Die Walkure. Mr 

Goldscheider claimed £750,000 in lost earnings and 

had to give up playing and listening to music after 

rehearsing at the Royal Opera House in 2012. 
 

The High Court heard evidence that Mr Goldscheider 

was seated in front of the 18-strong brass section in a 

cramped orchestra pit, where he was exposed to noise 

levels of more than 130 decibels. In particular the 

index exposure was identified as the playing of the 

principal trumpet in the right ear of Mr Goldscheider 

as a result of which he suffered “acoustic shock”. 
 

Mr Goldscheider’s counsel, Theo Huckle QC, said 

the average noise level over three hours was 91 

decibels and that Mr Goldscheider, who was wearing 

ear plugs, was nonetheless exposed to a “substantial 

risk of injury”. 
 

The Royal Opera House Covent Garden Foundation 

defended the claim on two grounds, the first being 

that Mr Goldscheider had developed Meniere’s 

disease during the rehearsals; the judge Mrs Justice 

Nicola Davies said that this was “stretching the 

concept of coincidence too far”. The second line of 

defence argued that the Foundation had gone “as far 

and if anything, further than the reasonable 

employer”. 
 

Mrs Justice Davies found (much to the “surprise and 

disappointment” of the Foundation) in favour of Mr 

Goldscheider. During the course of her judgment Mrs 

Justice Davies said, “Had the foundation complied 

with its statutory duty, Mr Goldscheider would not 

have been exposed to the level of noise which he 

was.” She was satisfied that the noise levels at 

rehearsals were within the range identified as causing 

acoustic shock. 
 

The judge went on to say, “In my view there is a 

clear factual and causal link between the identified 

breaches of the Regulations and the high level of 

noise which ensued at the rehearsal. It commenced 

with an inadequate risk assessment, continued with a 

failure to undertake any monitoring of noise levels in 

the cramped orchestra pit with a new orchestra 

configuration for artistic reasons. Even when 

complaints were raised, the three-hour afternoon 

rehearsal was commenced and completed in the 

absence of any live-time monitoring.” 
 

At the time of writing damages are being assessed. 
 

It has been suggested by Chris Fry, Mr 

Goldscheider’s solicitor, that the ruling would “send 

shockwaves across the music business as it had 

considered itself exempt from the same regulatory 

requirements as all other sectors because of the 

artistic nature of its output.” 
 

My recollection is that on the Regulations being 

introduced in 2005, employers in the music and 

entertainment sectors were given until 6
th
 April 2008 

to comply. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Update: It will be recalled that a couple of months 

ago I wrote about tree felling in Sheffield. It has 

recently been reported that Sheffield City Council 

has suspended the felling programme not, one 

hastens to add, because of the arguments advanced 

by the protestors. The Council has decided that it 

cannot afford to police the protests. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

. 
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TARTS News 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 
 

Recent walks: - 
 

Saturday 31
st
 March  

 

Jean had planned a circular walk near Pinkery Pond 

on Exmoor.  However, the amount of snow we’d had 

which had started to melt together with some heavy 

rain meant that the decision was taken to postpone 

that until later in the year and instead we took the bus 

to Bickleigh and walked back along the Exe Valley 

Way to Thorverton. Twelve of us, and Scrumpy, 

assembled at the bus stop at the slightly later time of 

10.00.  
 

The Exe Valley Way from Bickleigh is along quiet 

country lanes which was ideal after all the rain we’d 

had. The route took us above the river Exe, which 

was very high and flowing quite rapidly – no 

kayakers out that morning! The low lying fields 

surrounding the river were still under a lot of water. 

At Traymill Farm the route left the river and climbed 

up towards the edges of the Fursdon Estate and on to 

Bidwell Cross. At Bidwell Cross the group split with 

some turning right and the others going straight on 

and back into the village via Jericho Street.  
 

Despite the previous bad weather, it was mostly dry 

with some blue skies along the way. There was an 

abundance of wild flowers edging the lanes and we 

also saw and heard a Skylark towards the end of the 

route.  

 

Saturday 14
th
 April 

 

Jerry continued the theme of a later start to the walks 

by starting at 2pm for our local walk to Raddon. This 

was to avoid clashing with the Saturday market and 

allow people to do both. There were 14 of us on the 

walk, including some new faces, and three dogs. The 

morning fog had turned into a dry and sunny 

afternoon, although still quite hazy.  
 

We walked from our usual meeting place outside the 

church out of the village on the Crediton Road to 

Chapel Cross, and shortly after climbed a stile onto 

the footpath. The route climbed gently at first along 

tracks, getting steeper as we neared Raddon Hill 

Farm. Gingerly skirting the edges of the next field to 

avoid the enormous arms of the crop sprayer, we 

went through a gate and along the north side of the 

Raddon Hill range. Despite the haze the views across 

to Kitlake, Bowley and beyond were fabulous, and it 

was very warm as we were sheltered from the wind 

on that side of the ridge.  
 

We descended on the footpath towards Scratchface 

Lane and followed the lane westwards to avoid a 

steep climb back up to the top. Once we’d re-gained 

the height our route took us on a gentle ridge walk 

towards ‘Raddon Top’, with views across to both 

sides, although slightly more hazy to the south. The 

gorse bushes along the ridge were full of bright 

yellow flowers.  
 

We stopped at the tree for some rest, refreshment, 

and to admire the view. Sidmouth Gap, usually seen 

from the top on a clear day, was obscured by the haze 

but we had good views back to Thorverton and the 

surrounding area. 
  

Our route down to the village was more direct. 

Straight down on the footpath through the fields to 

Chapel Cross, but instead of heading back on the 

Crediton Road we took the road through Raddon, and 

back to the village.   

 

Caroline Prince 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and 
are suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. 
Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length 
and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise 
details of each walk (length, gradient, lunch 
information etc) will be displayed approximately 
a week before the walk in the Old Post Office 
Window and on the village notice board. If you 
would like to be included on the email list 
contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 
(860203). 
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Photos of Raddon Top and TARTS at Raddon Top by Mike Stannard 

 

 
 

From the Archives 
The exploits of the Tug of War Club were compiled 

by Alex Fice in 2007 in a booklet, “Thorverton Tug 

of War Club 1976-1988”.  For those who don’t have 

that booklet, the extracts below from Focus may help 

to give some idea of just how successful the Club 

was: 
 

Tug of War 
 

The report from February 1981, reported on a very 

successful 1980 season: 
 

Since its reformation in 1977, the Club has 

progressed in each successive year to emerge in 1980 

as Devon Champions and with a total of 30 wins in 

the year, extending throughout the West of England. 

 

The team has been outstanding in its dedication to 

training.  This, with the determination of the 

manager, Fred Andrews, to extract the utmost from 

the team (and sometimes a painful bit more), has led 

to such rapid success.  The recognition of Thorverton 

as most improved team of 1979 has been fully borne 

out by their achievement in 1980. 
 

The support of the community in Thorverton has 

been a major factor in aiding the team’s progress, not 

just at the village TOW events but in assistance with 

local facilities for training, social events and in 

cheering their Team at away events.  There is every 

indication that the team can look to continued 

successes in the coming seasons. 
 

 

 

 

In all weights the Club has excelled itself during the 

course of the season.  However, few events were 

more spectacular than the winning of the Devon 

Championship at Dawlish in May at 640K and 680K 

finals against the historic favourites Dartmouth.  

While the team had reasonable confidence for the 

640K, which was tough enough in itself, the real rope 

stretcher was the 680K where, with only three fresh 

pullers added to the hard-worked 640K team, the 

weight was won convincingly after two agonizing 

no-pulls, despite being 20K light.  No village or 

captain could have asked more of their team. 
 

Other notable events which must be recorded are 

Thorverton’s Village Spectacular in July, where the 

home team won all weights at an event which was 

supported by some 14 teams.   
 

As Devon Champions, the team was privileged to 

represent their County amongst the giants of the sport 

at Birmingham in the Inter-Counties.  The team’s 

endeavour was rewarded by taking an end off the 

World Champions – Sheen Farmers. 
 

The year should not pass without mention of the 

successful international activity, when we were 

privileged to entertain the South African Springboks, 

along with two other South African teams.  At this 

event Thorverton again excelled themselves by 

beating not only the National South African team, but 

also their arch-enemies Lezant to win the 680K.  Our 

efforts were also rewarded at the following weekend 

event at Cobden where teams from Wiltshire, Wales, 
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Guernsey and our Afrikaans comrades competed 

(when we won the 660K event in grand style). 
 

The last notable news of the year is the election of 

Den Boult to be one of only two Devon 

representatives to the Far West TOW Committee. 
 

We would like to thank the village community for 

their help and support throughout the year.  The team 

appreciates it very much and we hope that people 

will continue to take an interest in the coming season. 

 

Focus of June 1986 had record of continued success: 
 

On Saturday May 17
th
 at Bantham in South 

Devon, Thorverton Tug of War Club retained 

both Devon Championship weights at 640kg 

and 680kg.  Both events were pulled on a 

points system where each team “pulls” with 

each other.  In the 640kg competition 

Thorverton finished first with a maximum of 

12 points, runners-up were Hatherleigh with 9 

points.  In the 680kg competition, Thorverton 

again finished first with 12 points, with 

Hatherleigh second with 8 points.  So, 

although both weights were fairly 

competitive, Thorverton finished the day 

without losing an “end”. 
 

This is the seventh year running that 

Thorverton Tug of War Club has won the 

Devon 680kg competition, and the 640kg six 

times in the last seven years – the last five on 

the trot.  Four pullers who pulled on Saturday 

– M Wannell, D Gubb, A Fice and J Vanstone 

– were also part of the Thorverton Tug of War 

Team that won the first Devon Championships for 

Thorverton seven years ago; also C Webber, who 

helped win the first time round, was coaching on 

Saturday, with the retirement of Fred Andrews this 

season after nine years as coach. 
 

Remember, any new pullers will always be welcome 

to come on down and give it a go.  Training is on 

Wednesday nights at 7.30pm. 

  

Finally, here is a photo of the team which won the 

Devon Championship in 1984: 

 

 Neville Lane 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

Work is progressing well on our clubhouse 

extension, in spite of some very adverse weather 

conditions, and it is exciting to see progress every 

time you go to play tennis. It is going to be great to 

have the extra space with viewing area, and changing 

and toilet facilities. 
 

We are holding an Open Day on Sunday 13
th
 May 

from 10am until 2pm as part of the LTA’s (Lawn 

Tennis Association) Great British Tennis Weekend. 

If you would like to come and have a go, whether 

you are a total beginner or a more experienced 

player, we would love to see you.  
 

The first session from 10am until 12 noon will be for 

children between 5 and 12, accompanied by a 

responsible adult.  
 

The session from 12 until 2 pm will be for children 

over 12 and adults. We are asking people to sign up 

in advance so we can plan the sessions, so please 

email sally.baldwin1@hotmail.co.uk if you are 

interested. More details can be found on our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 
 

We look forward to seeing you! 
 

Sally Baldwin 

 

 

mailto:sally.baldwin1@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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The Royal British Legion  
 

                                                     
       
       Thorverton                 Menin Gate Memorial, 
     Branch 2018                     Ypres, Belgium 
                                              

THE GREAT PILGRIMMAGE 2018 (90
TH

 

ANNIVERSARY-GP90) 

 

Great Pilgrimage 90 (GP90) will be a modern 

recreation of the 1928 pilgrimage. On the 8
th
 August 

1928, the original pilgrims marched in solemn salute 

to the Menin Gate in Ypres, Belgium under the 

watchful gaze of the Prince of Wales, then the 

Legion’s patron, to mark the 10
th
 anniversary of the 

start of the “Last 100 Days Offensive”, which later 

that year led to the signing of the Armistice. On the 

8
th
 August 2018, it will be the Legion’s contemporary 

membership that will proudly carry their Standards 

along that very same route in Ypres. 

This will be the largest membership event in the 

history of the Legion. The two attendees from each 

branch will take part in a full two-day program of 

visits to battlefield memorial sites, trenches, 

cemeteries of the Somme and the Ypres Salient, as 

well as the parade on 8
th
 August to the Menin Gate.  

In Devon 46 of our Legion branches (out of 62) are 

being represented, our two branch members who 

have volunteered to represent Thorverton are Paul 

Backhouse and Ivor Banks. Paul will be carrying the 

Thorverton Standard and Ivor will carry a special 

GP90 wreath to lay at the Menin Gate Memorial.  

 

On Saturday 11
th
 August at 14.30 the Annual RBL 

Cream Tea at Thorverton House in aid of the Poppy 

Appeal and Thorverton branch funds. 

 

On Sunday 11
th
 November at 10.00am the 

Remembrance Day combined Churches service for 

Thorverton and Cadbury at Thorverton Church 

followed by the Act Of Remembrance at 11.00am at 

The War Memorial. Afterwards at the Thorverton 

Arms there will be refreshments and a finger buffet 

to commemorate the WW1 Centenary and a WW1 

display with Thorverton interest. 

 

On Monday 12
th
 November at 11.00am at the War 

Memorial the Thorverton Primary School will lay 

wreaths and observe the two-minute silence. 

 

Anyone or any organization can commemorate the 

end of World War One during 2018. The Royal 

British Legion will be focusing the movement on the 

Last 100 Days of the WW1 Centenary from 8
th
 

August to 11th November. That’s when we expect 

most activity to take place. 

 

If you want to organize an event on a particular date, 

the Royal British Legion suggests the weekend of 27-

28 October. This weekend marks the end of British 

Summertime, also known as Daylight Saving, which 

was itself, an innovation of the First Word War.  

 

Alex Fice / Peter Furneaux  

Thorverton RBL. 

 

 

Garden Club News 
On 16

th
 April Neil Lovesey came to give us a talk on 

plant propagation.  Neil, who is a very highly 

qualified person, spoke about propagation concerning 

all bulbs, corms and tubers - in fact all rooted plants. 

 

First of all we really need to look at the seasons in a 

different way: mid winter, late winter, early spring, 

late spring, early summer, mid summer, late summer, 

and then of course autumn.  Unlike humans, plants 

are unable to read a calendar – they depend therefore 

entirely on the weather as to when to propagate, so 

timing is therefore always very critical.  Camellias 

for example will grow for a period of  7 – 8 weeks 

and energy is then put into growing for the following 

year . We were given many examples of how to 

propagate and which part of the plant to cut and trim 

accordingly before planting it in a container for 

further growth. 

 

It was a fascinating talk comprising only part 1(!) and 

Neil will be returning next year for part 2 so we look 

forward to seeing him again. 

 

On Saturday 28
th
 April we will be holding our annual 

Flower Show.  This is always an enjoyable day and 

we do hope you will come along.  Apart from the 

many exhibits of course you will also be able to 

enjoy a nice cup of tea and a choice of wonderful 

homemade cakes. 

 

New members are always welcome and if anyone is 

interested in the Garden Club please do give me a 

ring on 840 013. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 
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Crossways 
 

Catherine's folly, or a load of old cob?    

By way of a little background to our recent Open 

House at Crossways, and in answer to the many 

requests that we write something of  our adventures 

with the cottage, a few lines to go with John Spivey's 

wonderful photographs (on the following page).  We 

have owned the cottage since December 1999 at 

which time it was looking rather sad, in need of love 

and had been empty for most of that year. We knew 

that there were issues, the first real progress being 

thatching in 2004. In January 2017 a suitable 

opportunity arose to deal with the removal of modern 

render and plaster, rectify whatever that brought to 

light, and re-coat  in traditional lime products inside 

and out, where cob had been exposed. 

 

As many locals will recall, the contractor started on 

the corner where there was a very old and rather poor 

infill job, in need of replacement. It also became 

clear, that almost the entire lower half of the building 

(up to window lintel level) was not cob on a stone 

base as anticipated, but largely cut stone (not from 

Thorverton). There was also a clear distinction in the 

way what had at the time been two cottages, had been 

dealt with-and the lower left hand window having 

previously been a door. Having been keeping the 

local Conservation Officer fully informed 

throughout, she was invited to visit, so that an expert 

advisor might support our expressed wish to keep the 

stonework exposed and thus demonstrate different 

aspects of the buildings history.  Sadly, she was 

adamant that this was unacceptable 'prettification' . It 

was also decreed that the ancient Cornish slate wall 

capping along Dark Lane had to go too, along with 

any thought of a porch covering of anything other 

than lead. A little common sense eventually 

prevailed, allowing a small stone plinth, but despite 

the clear examples of other buildings in the village 

demonstrating the features we wanted, no further 

progress could be made without a full planning 

application. After some rather haphazard progress 

with repairs, it became clear that the contracted 

completion date of the beginning of July would not 

be met, and after a succession of failed promises and 

disagreements around workmanship, new contractors 

had to be brought in. With much skill and dedication, 

the windows were taken out, repaired and returned 

allowing plasterers to demonstrate their handiwork.  

 

All this of course, left us with a great deal of 

painting, a kitchen to install and a building site 

needing to become a home! All that has now been 

completed (apart from painting the outside, which 

has to await some reliably better weather). 

 

Needless to say, in baring many of the bones of the 

building, and with research from Ian Stoyle and 

others, we have learnt some history too. Having 

discovered a blocked up window overlooking Dark 

Lane, that would seem to support a previously held 

belief that the building might date from as far back as 

the mid 1600's. However, not only was the 

construction very basic (timber being still largely in 

the round, and with bark on) the windows were 

clearly second-hand. The leaded windows include 

medieval glass, and iron frames dated as being from 

c1350-1730 which have been altered to fit one side of 

the outer frame.  The Dark Lane window would have 

been similar to that at the top left of the front. As 

built, there is strong evidence that this was three 'one 

up, one down' homes, all with front doors into what 

is now the back garden-and accessed via Dark lane. 

Of these, only the middle, slightly larger one, had 

any fireplace (one each, in both rooms). The end 

furthest from the car park gained a fireplace/range 

much later on, when bricks became available locally. 

By that time, the right hand two, had become 

'modernised' as one cottage, in which new windows 

were installed shortly after the repeal of the window 

tax (with one pane being signed and dated) Window 

Tax was in place, in various forms  from 1696 to 

1851. 

 

It has been a great support to us in our endeavours, to 

have the encouragement of so many locals, and so 

our Open House was an opportunity to say a big 

Thank You for that support, and for those who 

helped us reach our goal. On the day, cakes made by 

volunteers, were soon consumed by the eighty or so 

visitors-including a number of previous residents and 

their families, who very kindly left donations of over 

£280 in support of our chosen charity, 'Living 

Options Devon'. www.livingoptions.org 

 

Our particular thanks, for their work, go to: 

Carly King of System Six Kitchens, Christow Road, 

Exeter. www.systemsixkitchens.co.uk  

Georgina Richards, Artistic Blacksmith, Latchmoor 

Green.  www.grartisticblacksmith.com  

Heritage Cob & Lime, Coates Road, Bideford. 

www.heritagecobandlime.com 

Mark Lee, Limehouse Plastering, Upton Pyne. 

Steve Rowe of S P Rowe Joinery, Buller Road, 

Crediton.  www.crediton builderjoiner.co.uk 

The staff of The Dairy and Post Office. 

 

Amyas Crump 

 

Those of us who went through Crossways on the 

Open House Day were most grateful to Amyas for 

showing us the work that has been done. Ed. 

 

http://www.livingoptions.org/
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The Garden in May 
This month’s article could be very short as it could 

refer back to April!! Gardens generally seem to be 

about a month behind and most people are still 

catching up with early spring jobs. This is not a big 

problem for the amateur gardener as nature has a way 

of catching up with itself. If the soil isn’t ready for 

planting out and working, then it is always best to 

wait until it is. 
 

This is the month that the grass will grow most 

vigorously so gradually lower the blades this month 

and mow regularly to encourage even growth. To 

stop the build up of ‘thatch’ it is best to collect up the 

clippings. Some can be put on the compost but too 

much will make the mixture too ‘squidgy.’ Make 

sure it is well mixed.  
 

Be careful not to plant out tender plants too soon as 

the frost can still catch you out in mid May. Wait 

until the end of the month to be quite sure. Pot on 

tomato and cucumber plants into their final positions. 

If you are planting outside, choose a warm sheltered 

spot and remember the risk of frost and have some 

fleece ready for protection. You are likely to have the 

best results if they are housed in a green house or 

poly tunnel. Keep all watering regular as tomatoes do 

not like to dry out; it can damage the fruit. 
 

If you are fortunate enough to have a greenhouse or 

poly-tunnel, now is the time to inspect plants on a 

regular basis for watering. It is likely that, if you 

grow your own seedlings, your greenhouse is full of 

young plants. These can fry in a moment if you do 

not take care. Firstly, always open up your green 

house fully in the morning and water if any plants are 

on the dry side. This might be sporadic as plants on 

the edges often get less water. If the weather is 

sunny, the temperature rockets in a poly or green 

house and more watering might be needed during the 

day. Drying out can kill young plants very fast. Once 

a plant has wilted, at a certain point it is unable to 

revive; be warned and keep checking. If hardening 

off young plants ready for planting out, choose a cool 

shady spot. A cool frame is ideal but not totally 

necessary. Do protect from slugs as young plants are 

very juicy!!! 
 

Prune your plums, apricots and cherries, if you have 

not done so in late April. These fruits are susceptible 

to a disease called silver leaf if pruned in cold 

weather and so are left until temperatures rise. It is 

very tempting not to prune off fruit but sometimes it 

is necessary and it will be too late to prune when the 

fruit is picked. 
 

Lastly, and most importantly, Neville, whatever 

gardening you do, enjoy yourself. It’s very good 

exercise and improves your ‘well being’! 

Happy gardening.    Lorraine Colebrook  

                                  

Rainfall Record 
March was a particularly wet month this year, with 

180mm of rainfall being recorded in Thorverton.  

Indeed, it was the wettest month since February 

2014.  The rainfall this March was almost exactly 

three times the ten-year average for a month which 

has, in recent years, been a relatively dry one in these 

parts.  

 

March was marked by two days – the 15
th
 and 31

st
 – 

each of which experienced 29mm (almost exactly an 

inch) of rainfall.  Snowfall was recorded on five days 

– 1
st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
, 18

th
 and 19

th
.  On only 6 days was no 

rainfall recorded in March. 

 
Cricket Club 
Do support the cricket club.  You might like to go 

along and watch one of their home games in May: 

 

Sat 5th  Second XI v Ottery St Mary 

Sun 6th  Friendly v Belstone 

Sat 12th First XI  v Ipplepen 

Sun 13th Friendly v Bradninch 

Sat 19th Second XI v Kentisbeare 

Sun 20th Friendly  v Broadclyst 

Sat 26
th
  First XI  v Seaton 
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Nature Notes 
April started off quite soggy but finally some 

exceptionally fantastic warm weather briefly arrived 

from the 18th April. I noted the first local sighting of 

flowering Early Purple Orchid on the 19th. The 

following day in my garden I saw my first Grass 

Snake of the year and a young Oak Eggar Moth 

caterpillar. What I didn’t realise at the time was the 

caterpillar was about to moult. When I checked on it 

later in the day I saw the caterpillar next to its old 

‘jacket’.  That same day my sister informed me she 

heard the Cuckoo at her home at Wyke, Shobrooke 

but it did not linger, on its way to Exmoor or 

Dartmoor perhaps?  
 

I received a very interesting email from Jane Lane 

who had been for a walk with Neville and the family 

dog around Dunsford in early April to include a visit 

to see the wild daffodils. During the walk a Grey 

Squirrel dropped from a tree and when shocked at 

seeing the dog, threw itself into the hedge with its tail 

outstretched around plants and pretended to be dead. 

It kept perfectly still but was seen to be breathing. 
 

The first local person to notify me this year of a 

Swallow sighting was Tina Ayre who saw it in the 

early morning of 7th April at Ratcliffe Farm. The 

following day my sister and I saw two at Wyke but 

they flew very purposefully onward. 
 

Lin Balkwill and I did another walk from White 

Bridge, Budleigh Salterton on 12
th
 April (the last 

walk we did here was 24/02/18) and as one would 

expect, some early signs of spring were all around us. 

Our first sighting was a singing Sedge Warbler and 

while we were watching the warbler, we heard and 

then saw a solitary Swallow. Next we were 

entertained by a Meadow Pipit flying up then 

parachuting back down to the ground.  
 

Many Skylarks were singing and we had a good sight 

of two settled on a field margin. The cliff edges were 

very busy with nesting gulls, Jackdaws and 

Cormorant or Shag with several birds busily carrying 

nesting material. Other birds seen were Raven, 

Stonechat, Mallard (including one floating in 

Otterton water treatment works plant tank) and Little 

Egret.  
 

Insects seen included many Bloody-nosed Beetles of 

which there were several coupling pairs, one Peacock 

Butterfly and three hairy caterpillars which we are 

reasonably confident were Cream-spot Tiger Moth 

larvae.  

 

A to Z Kestrel 
 

The Kestrel Falco tinnunculus is a member of the 

falcon family along with the Peregrine, Hobby and 

Merlin. The easiest way to identify a Kestrel is when 

it is hovering and looking down for something to 

catch and eat. The hovering action gives the Kestrel 

its other name of windhover. You will often find a 

Kestrel perched in a small tree or on a fence post or 

similar solitary perch. Prey is eaten from a perch or 

on the ground. Kestrels nest on ledges inside or on 

the outside of old buildings, on cliffs, inside a hollow 

tree, on the ground or in old crows’ nests.  
 

It is generally a silent bird apart from the breeding 

season. Many years ago, possibly in 2006 Alan 

Kellow led a lovely TARTS walk around Meldon 

Dam area and from what I recall only four of us 

went. It was springtime, warm and sunny! We 

stopped for lunch beneath a small group of Hawthorn 

trees and all of a sudden a Kestrel hotly followed by 

another came whizzing through the trees very loudly 

calling kee-kee-kee. It’s on of those moments in time 

I will always remember. 
 

There is one known regular Kestrel nesting site in 

Thorverton and I mentioned it in a report years ago 

probably unwisely, not that anything has happened to 

it.  
 

If you see a Kestrel you can report it to a website (as 

you can report lots of other wildlife sightings to a 

website these days) run by The Hawk Conservancy 

Trust. I have reported a sighting to it before and it is 

quite an easy and informative site to use - 

www.kestrelcount.org. 

 

I wrote about the Jay last month, I thought you might 

like to see this picture of a Jay taken by my sister on 

5th April. It clearly shows the black and white 

streaks on its crown. No harm was done to the bird 

and it was released straight after the photo was taken. 

 

Last Words 
 

A book I use for gardening includes predictions for 

the weather and it holds no great shakes for May 

except it mentions three specific days, of which my 

interpretation is they are likely to be hot but don’t 

hold me to it! They are the 9th, 23rd and 26th May.    
 

Jenny Garne   01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

http://www.kestrelcount.org/
mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Checking-in 
 
I recently went to a conference in Scotland and then, 

shortly after, a holiday in Europe.  On both occasions 

I was able to do all of the check-in procedures from 

home.  I arrived at the airport with an electronic 

boarding pass on my phone.  I went through all the 

previous stops and queues with an amazing, 

automated speed.  The security check aside I did not 

speak to anyone until the air steward welcomed me at 

the door of the plane.   

 

I have written before about how this internet based 

efficiency is now an integral part of practicing 

medicine.  The electronic referral service means a 

patient who might have cancer has an appointment 

with a Consultant before they leave the consultation.  

The RD&E Teledermatology service enables GPs to 

send photos of rashes or strange skin lesions to a 

Dermatologist who will give advice or arrange to see 

the patient quickly.  At Wyndham House we have 

removed paper medical notes and aim to be the first 

fully digital GP practice in the South West. 

 

A couple of days after my return from holiday I was 

reminded of another change in practice when a 

patient told me they were ‘checking-in’ for their 

annual blood pressure review.  We now encourage 

patients to check their own blood pressures at home 

either using their own machines (they are not 

expensive to buy) or we lend them one of ours.  A 

series of readings at home averaged over a week is a 

very reliable way of actually recording blood 

pressure.  It is estimated that possibly 30% of 

patients will have a higher blood pressure recorded at 

the surgery than that registered in their own home. In 

some patients the difference is so significant that it is 

medically recognised as ‘White coat hypertension’.  

As a practice we are therefore very happy for patients 

to perform their annual blood pressure review 

themselves, drop the recordings into the surgery 

(average already worked out please as it saves us a 

lot of time on our calculators) and then a quick phone 

call to one of the GPs.  The only difference with this 

‘check-in’ is that we promise to answer the phone or 

ring you back promptly rather than leave you in a 

call-waiting queue as the airlines have a tendency to 

do. 

 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 

 

Gas Up  

On Sunday 13
th
 May at Sunnymead – don’t miss it 

this year! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Focus on Thorverton  33         Vol 49 No 5  – May 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mobile Library 
Yes, we do have a mobile library visit once every four weeks (on a Thursday afternoon – details on page 64), and 

very good it is too.  You may be amused to see John Morrish’s cartoons, published in Focus some years ago: 
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Adverts  
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 or 
0797 617 5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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Lifeline Alarm Service  
 
Do you have an elderly or vulnerable relative, friend or neighbour who could benefit from our 
Lifeline Service? 
 
The Lifeline Alarm Service is about summoning help at the press of a button. It’s available to 
give peace of mind to any Mid 
Devon resident who may feel at risk 
in their own home. It removes the 
worry of getting help or assistance 
and is monitored by specially 
trained operators who will never 
leave a call unanswered. 
 
It also gives: 
 

 Access to help and support 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year 

 Independence 

 Peace of mind 

 No hassle repair service 

 No assessment process or 
waiting list 

 Useful security aid 
 
If you would like to find out more about how it works, the costs or to arrange a demonstration, 
please contact our lifeline alarm service on 01884 234383 or email lifeline@middevon.gov.uk 
 
 
Arts Festival 2016 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:lifeline@middevon.gov.uk
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Kevin Sussex 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 
07919950222 

 

 

Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service 

Also alterations undertaken 

 

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing 

Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Thursdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. Email: 

curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

  

Logs For Sale 

 

 £75 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com


Focus on Thorverton  56         Vol 49 No 5  – May 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  57         Vol 49 No 5  – May 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Focus on Thorverton  58         Vol 49 No 5  – May 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  59         Vol 49 No 5  – May 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Focus on Thorverton  60         Vol 49 No 5  – May 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Nick Bright 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.                   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                               Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman  and Secretary: Paul Webb,  07944533372. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30 am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  62         Vol 49 No 5  – May 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.00 – 14.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call, for emergencies only, on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 
 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Sadly we said goodbye to Nurse Mags Keysell at the end of January and, happily, hello to Nurse Elaine 

Rolfe from the beginning of February 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Catherine Burkill Dr Jeff Solman 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Friday  09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies only 

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you prefer. 

Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs.  08:30 - 18:00 

   Friday              08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00 There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions 

may be  

   Friday                         08.30 - 17:00 collected all through the day. 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

 

On-line appointment booking   

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2018 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise  

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

May 14
th
 & 29

th
 (Tues.)     May 8

th
 (Tues.) & 21

st
 
  

June 11
th
 & 25

th
 
     

June 4
th
 &18

th
  

   
 

Mobile Library 
Every fourth Thursday in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20.   
 

Dates for 2018: 

May 10
th
,  June 7

th
,  July 5

th
,  August 2nd & 30

th
,  September 27

th
, October 25

th
,  November 22

nd
,  December 20

th
. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in May 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10 

from Latchmore Green. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station, Stand 5. 

 

NEW TIMETABLE AS FROM 15
th

 APRIL 2018 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach service 55B:  
To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

07.55, 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.01, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service), 18.16.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.40, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.12, 18.10.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Exeter Bus Station (via St David’s train station): 07.30, 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.35, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.50.  

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 8.42, 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.57, 11.57, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57, 23.50. 

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2018 
Please notify the Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

MAY 

Tues 1
st
  WI meeting, AGM, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 4
th
   Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Sat 5
th
  Cadbury Fun Run/Walk, Fursdon House, 2pm start.  

Sat 5
th
   Une Conversation Musicale. Church of St John the Baptist, Broadclyst, 7.30pm.  

Sat 5
th
  Tayla Martin at Thorverton Cricket Club, from 7pm 

Tues 8
th
  Parish Council Meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 11
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Sun 13
th 

Sunnymead Gas-up, 10am-4pm. Vintage & Classic cars, tractors, motorcycles, stalls, refreshments. 

Sun 13
th
  Newton St Cyres Tennis Club Open Day, 10.00am-2.00pm. 

Sun 13
th
  Une Conversation Musicale. Church of St Mary the Virgin, Silverton, 7.30pm.  

Tues- Sat. 15
th
 – 19

th   
 East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church 

Sat 19
th  

Pie and Quiz Night, Memorial Hall, 7pm 

Sun 20
th
  Family Service for Pentecost, Parish Church, 9.30 Open time, 10.00 service begins. 

Mon 21
st
  Garden Club, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.30pm.  

Fri 25
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Fri 25
th
   History Society, Exe Valley Railway – an evening of archive footage, WI Hut 7:30 pm 

Sat 26
th
  WI Market & Coffee Morning (with fresh vegetables, eggs, etc.), 10.00 – 11.00 am, WI Hut.   

Sat 26
th
  Millennium Green Working Party from 11.00am.  Volunteers needed and very welcome! 

 

JUNE 

Fri 1
st
   Coffee Morning  Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Tues 5
th
  WI meeting, “John Smith from Tesco’s,” WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 8
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Tues 12
th
 Parish Council Meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 16
th
  A Taste of Africa, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Fri 22
nd

  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Sat 23
rd

  Beach Party, Memorial
  
Hall (time tba) 

Sun 24
th
 Cricket Pub Competition, Cricket Ground 

 

JULY 

Sat 14
th  

Fun Day, Memorial Hall  

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure 
Performed by TADS on 19

th
, 20

th
 and 21

st
 April.   

 

 
Below, from left to right: Colin Marshall and Ken Galvin (Shifters Brothers), Ken Foxford (Dr Watson), Sue Lake 

(Lucy Travers), Simon Hedges (Sherlock Holmes), Sheena Hunter-Hedges (Director/Stage Manager), Sylvia 

Wakeham (Professor Moriarty), Sue Batty (Mrs Hudson), Sue Renison (Mee Noh Lai), Neville Lane (Master of 

Ceremonies) 

 
Photos by John Spivey 

 


