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Editorial 
I don’t usually say too much in my editorials about 

Parish Council matters, but I am making an exception 

this month because I am sure that many villagers 

would be interested to hear what decision the Parish 

Council reached about how to spend the funds (likely 

to be around £17,000) which had accrued from 

planning applications – so called Section 106 monies.  

The Council encouraged villagers to make 

suggestions as to how the money might be spent.  

Many suggestions were made in writing, by email or 

orally to our Parish Clerk, Alison Marshall.  The 

Annual Parish Meeting in early-May also gave 

opportunities for views to be made and for some 

discussion to take place.  I might say, in passing, that 

the Annual Parish Meeting was an excellent 

showcase of the many village organisations which 

Thorverton has to offer. 

 

The Parish Council then chewed over the suggestions 

at its May meeting. (For those who are marvelling 

here at my reporting skills, I should explain that I 

know all this because, for my sins, I am a parish 

councillor).  There was a good discussion – the sort 

of positive discussion which we should have more of 

– before there was agreement amongst councillors 

that we should try to acquire a strip of land to the 

south side of Silver Street, near to Court Barton 

Close, and the Millennium Green field.  Councillors 

felt that many of the suggestions which villagers had 

made were dependent upon having some land, so this 

would be a significant first step.  The firm intention 

was that it would provide those opportunities as well 

as making for a very pleasant walk through the 

Millennium Green field.  Councillors thought that it 

was particularly appropriate to have something in the 

vicinity of Court Barton Close, given that it was the 

development there which triggered the availability of 

funds.  We will, of course, report on how all this 

progresses.   

 

By the time you read this, I hope that the Exe Valley 

Farm Shop will be up and running again.  I am sure 

that many of you will have noticed the work that has 

been going on there over the past couple of months.  I 

am sure that many villagers will support the Farm 

Shop, as I would hope that they will continue to 

support other businesses and services which we have 

to offer locally.  Where better to find out about these 

than in Focus on Thorverton?  So, please keep 

buying Focus and try to use local businesses and 

services wherever possible – especially those which 

advertise in Focus! 

 

I write this at what may well be the tail end of a 

glorious spell of weather.  I could do with a little rain 

[at night please] to help my allotment along, but I 

shouldn’t complain.  It makes this retirement game 

seem like a real treat. 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
From Ruth Morley, Community Development Officer 

at CHAT in Tiverton 
 

 

Thank you so much for your 

wonderful support of our Food Bank 

after our appeal. 

 

 Our shelves are now much fuller and 

we’re able to give out the ‘staples’ 

that our clients need.   

 

Tins of meat, potatoes and vegetables are always 

desperately needed so leaving even a couple once a 

month in the boxes provided in Tesco's and 

Morrisons would really help keep our supplies at the 

right level.  

 

 Thank you again 

 
 

From Rob Purvis of Jerico Street 
 

On June 9th I will be setting of on a 1000+ mile bike 

ride from Land's End in Cornwall to John O'Groats in 

the far north east of Scotland. 

 

I hoping for good summer weather, but hey this is 

England, so who knows what will happen. 

 

I'm using this ride as fund raising for Alzheimer's 

Research, and if you are willing to contribute a 

donation, please visit this page: 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robpurvis 

 
 

 

From John Greenslade of Byway Farm 

 

I would like to give a special thank you to all those 

who came to the Bluebell Walk at Byway Farm at the 

end of April.  Well over 100 people contributed more 

than £550 for Children’s Hospice South West.  

Thank you for your generosity. 

 

We should also thank the Greenslades for their 

generosity in hosting the walk once again – Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From Felicity, Judy, Marj, & Tina. 

 

A BIG thank you from the refreshment team. 

The sun shone and the people turned up and we have 

had a very successful week, thank you all so much 

for making it happen. 

 

We are humbled and overwhelmed by the generosity 

of so many during the lead-up to Church Week, and 

the week itself. From the early morning team who 

start preparing food, to the late evening cleaning 

team; we just couldn’t have managed without your 

help, and that of the volunteer staff who worked 

throughout each day.  Of course it’s all helped along 

by the fantastic quantity of cakes, puddings, pies, etc. 

that are donated throughout the week.  

 

Thank you also to the local Thorverton businesses 

and individuals  who give food and or money  so 

things can be bought and cooking can start so we are 

all ready  when the doors open on Tuesday morning. 

We enjoyed seeing so many people come through our 

door, and support what we were doing in helping to 

raise money for our Church.    

 

From Royston Kershaw Churchwarden 

 

May I through your columns thank everyone who 

helped to make this year’s Arts Festival such a 

success.  

 

Here are the provisional accounts (figures for the 

Grand Draw are not yet included): 

  
48th East Devon Arts Festival Accounts 2018 

    Receipts 
   Sales 
  

£9,893 
Entry Fees 

  
£929 

Catalogues 
  

£237 
Donations 

  
£224 

Lucky Dip 
  

£42 
Cake Draw 

  
£250 

Catering 
  

£2,888 
Grand Draw 

  
£0 

Plants Sales 
  

£167 
Total Receipts 

 
£14,630 

    Payments 
   To exhibitors 
  

£8,418 
Expenses 

  
£350 

    Total Payments 
 

£8,768 

    Excess of receipts over payments £5,862 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robpurvis
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held 8
th

 May 2018. The full meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in  

School Lane or on the website.  The next PC meeting will  

take place on 12
th

 June at Thorverton W.I. Hut at 7.30pm - 

all are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Devon Air Ambulance Trust: Toby Russell will attend the June 12
th
 PC meeting, at the WI Hut, to discuss the 

possibility of Thorverton having a helicopter night landing site at the Recreation Ground. Why not come along 

to listen to what Toby has to say between 7.30 – 8pm? 

 S106 Funding (Court Barton): At the May PC meeting all suggestions that had been submitted by the public, 

regarding the spending of these funds, were discussed at length. Suggestions relating to the Recreation Ground 

were deferred until the next tranche of S106 funds becomes available, from the proposed Broadlands 

development, as this funding has to be spent in the vicinity of the Rec as advised by MDDC. Suggestions that 

were not eligible for S106 funding were put to one side. After discussion it was resolved to enquire as to 

whether a strip of land, from Silver Street to the stream, could be purchased from the Church Commissioners for 

use as Open Space. If this could be achieved the PC would then be able to consider developing the land to house 

other facilities as had been suggested by members of the public.  

Village Handyman: It was reported that Colin had sprayed the village footpaths with weed-killer and had 

started the grass cutting. Several large potholes had been reported to DCC Highways together with some broken 

road signs. Members of the public are reminded that any Highways matter, such as potholes, can be reported 

through this website: https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/   

Grant Funding: The PC resolved to give £200 to the village WW1 Commemoration Group.   

  

Planning Applications: 

i) 17/01716/FUL Revised drawings - reinstate access and farm track to agricultural land at School Lane. 

It was resolved to object to this application and to submit the following comments:  

1) This is a new scheme which no longer appears to be a reinstatement of the track 2) The removal of the bank 

in-between is detrimental to the character of the Conservation Area and the street scape 3) Residents have 

raised concerns in that the new drawing does not accurately represent the bend in the road to the south west 

and, therefore, the ability to have the correct visibility lengths in place. It could require removal of further 

hedgerow and bank for this to be achieved.   

ii) 18/00245/FULL Retention of shed and decking opposite Dinneford Spring, Thorverton. It was resolved 

to object to this application and to submit the following comments: 

‘This application refers to a substantial structure which is situated outside of the settlement limit and in itself 

does not appear to enhance the Conservation Area in which it sits. The structure will set a precedent to the 

other gardens in Dinneford Street where similar development would be detrimental to the Conservation Area’.  

iii) 18/00670/LBC for the installation of a gas meter and gas pipe at Pynes House, Silver Street. No comment. 

 

Planning Decisions: 

17/01339/NMA Carwithen, Thorverton. Non material amendment for 16/00282/FUL to allow the repositioning 

of 2 first floor windows, redesign of main door, enlargement of window above main door and omission of 

quoins. Permission Granted.  

18/00310/FULL Rear of Pynes House, Silver Street, Thorverton. Installation of solar PV panels on existing 

sheds. Permission Granted. 

 18/00381/CAT Jericho Street, Thorverton. Notification of intention to fell 1 Hornbeam tree within the 

 Conservation Area. No objection.  

 18/00288/HOUSE and LBC The Old Post Office, School Lane, Thorverton. Erection of an extension and 

conversion of existing garage outbuilding to home office, conversion of existing outbuilding to storage use and 

demolition of lean-to storage buildings. Permission Granted. 

 18/00517/PNHH Prior approval for the erection of an extension extending to 4m to the rear, maximum height 

3.55m, eaves height 2.5m at 17 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. Approved. 
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Thorverton Memorial 
Hall  
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 
Report on the Memorial Hall AGM,  

24 April 2018 

 
 

The Chairman, Mike Shelton, reported on a busy and 

successful 2016.  The renovations of the hall had 

been completed (at least for the time being) and so 

the Committee had been able to concentrate on 

organising a variety of events and promoting many 

other activities in the hall during the year. 

 

The Treasurer, Jenny Reygate, reported that the 

year’s finances reflected this success with income 

exceeding expenditure by over £3,500. The officers 

were re-elected: Chairman, Mike Shelton; Vice-

Chairman, Colin Marshall; Treasurer, Jenny Reygate; 

Secretary, Mike Baldwin; Events Organiser, John 

Hodge. 

 

Russ Clarke volunteered to join the Hall Committee.  

He was elected a trustee at the Committee meeting on 

1 May.   

 

He outlined a proposal for a cinema or new sound 

system and projector for the hall.  The Committee 

welcome his proposal and undertook to explore the 

possibility of investing in this. 

 

Future events 

 

THE BEACH PARTY 

 
You are invited to celebrate the start of summer at a 

beach party at the hall on 

 

Saturday 23 June, 7.30 p.m. 

 

 ‘But’, you might think, ‘surely Thorverton isn’t near 

a beach’. Well, be ready to be surprised. Cast aside 

your doubts!  Come and discover Thorverton-by-the-

beach.  Experience something new and enjoy an 

evening of fun. There will be a disco, a BBQ, the hall 

bar and a cocktail bar serving a range of cocktails, 

mocktails and jugs of sangria.  But unfortunately 

there will be no swimming. You may be wondering 

what to wear for the occasion.  The answer is – 

whatever you would wear for an evening at the 

beach. There will be competitions for the best 

Hawaiian shirt and the most striking beach dress.  

 

So do come, enjoy the party and dance to the sounds 

of summer.  From 7.30p.m.  £5.00, payable at the 

door.  See you there! 

 

FUN DAY 

 
The annual Fun Day will be held on Saturday 14 

July from mid-morning until 5.00 with all the usual 

events for children and adults including the dog show 

and the famous duck races as well as a wide variety 

of stalls and, of course, the home craft competition.. 

Do enter – you know you make the best marmalade, 

chutney, quiche, etc. in the village!  Get your kids to 

enter too.  There is no entry fee for their categories.  

The various classes for the competition can be found 

elsewhere in this Focus.  

 

The closing date for entries is 10.00 am on the day 

of the event but it would be helpful if you could 

submit your entries earlier to Alison Marshall, 

Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton EX5 

5NU or aj.marshall@btinternet.com. Cash accepted 

or cheque payable to Thorverton Memorial Hall. 

Phone Alison, 861228 for any further information. 

 

To book a space at the fun day please ring 01392-

860088 or email to thorvertonopenday@gmail.com . 

Cost is £10.00 each please contact asap to book. John 

& Donna Hodge. 

 

 

 
Peacock seen on TARTS walk at Bickleigh and 

photographed by Mike Stannard 

mailto:aj.marshall@btinternet.com
mailto:thorvertonopenday@gmail.com
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Notice Board  

 

 
 

Silverton Memory Café 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall, Silverton, 

every Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.   

All welcome. 

Contact Annette Emmerson on 01392 860983 or 

annettejean@hotmail.co.uk for further details. 
 

 

ESHC Country Show,  

 
Terrier, Lurcher & Family Dog Show, with donations 

to The Friends of Bow & North Tawton Surgery 

 

 is being held at 

 Crooke Meadow, North Tawton, EX20 2BJ on 

Sunday, 17 June 2018, gates open at 11.30am.  

 

email: EHSC.countryshow@gmail.com or call 

07379847650 for Trade/Stall and general enquires 

 

 
 

A look at the Gospel of Luke 
Come and join the group in the 

Thorverton Arms snug 
Fridays 8th and 22nd June 

 2.15 - 3.15 pm 
 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 
 

 

 
 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 

will NOT after all be holding their 

monthly  

Coffee Morning 

on Friday 1st June as advertised.   
Our next Coffee Morning is planned for  

 Friday 6th July  

from 10.30 to 12 noon 

When there will be a warm welcome to all 
 

 

 

SFH Supporters Club 

 
Family Fun Day 

 

Sat 16th June 
 

Dog Show 1pm 

Duck Race 4pm 

Hound Racing 5pm 

 

More Details contact Gaynor 07515009175 

 

 

TADS AGM 

will take place on  

Wednesday, 6
th

 June 2018 at 7:30pm  

in the small room at the Exeter Inn. 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.co.uk
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Open Garden West Barton 
There is plenty to discover and enjoy in this mature 

walled garden with a small lawn complete with 

flowerbeds and mature trees which includes a large 

Mulberry Tree. 

 

A small terraced area and raised beds have been 

added this year which is still a work in progress. 

 

Parking available on the road outside the house. 

 

Refreshments include cream teas and cakes 

 

Limited wheelchair access ,low steps to access the 

garden 

 

Dogs allowed kept on leads  

Admission by donation 2pm to 5.30pm  

Silver Street, Thorverton, Devon EX5 5LT  

Sun 10 Jun 2018 

 

Contact telephone: 01392 688020  

Call to check latest times or cancellations.  

 

 

Welcome Cafe 
 

Every Monday, except Bank Holidays, we 

meet in the WI Hut for tea, cake and a chat 

from 2.30pm 
 

Anyone welcome, so please come & join us 

 

THORVERTON CHURCH 
CHOIR     ♫ 
 

Do you enjoy good music?  Do you want to be part of 

something significant in our community?     

This might be the place for you.  

Get in touch or come along to one of our Thu 

practices or a Sun servi   All ages and abilities  

warmly welcomed. 

 

Thursday Choir Practices at Thorverton 

Church   7.45 – 9.00pm 

June 14th, 21st, 28
th

 

 

Services with Choir/Choir events at 

Thorverton 

 

Sun   Jun   3rd   Communion Service 9.30am 

Sun   Jun  17th  Family Service  9.30am for 

10.00am  Fathers Day 

Sat    Jun  30th  Wedding 2.00pm 

Sun   Jul    1st    Communion  Service 9.30am  

 

CONTACT :  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419  

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 

 

Poltimore House 
 

has plenty on this summer. 

 

There will be performances of a Midsummer Night’s 

Dream on 23
rd

 and 24
th
 June.  

 

 For details of this and other events, go to 

www.poltimore.org or pick up a leaflet. 

 

 
 

 

tel:01392688020
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.poltimore.org/
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A Taste of Africa 
 

We would love for you to come and join us to sample some Authentic African 

Cuisine at the Exeter Inn on Saturday 16
th

 June at 7.30pm 
 

 
 

Tickets £7 per person and must be booked in advance by contacting Lisa on 

01392 861765 or emailing browningsinoz@yahoo.com 
 

All proceeds to Holly Browning’s Camp Tanzania fund 

 

 

mailto:browningsinoz@yahoo.com
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Thorverton Fun Day – Saturday 14
th

 July 2018 

at Thorverton Memorial Hall 

Support Your Local Village Hall 

 

Home Craft Classes for 2018 

 
Class  

Number 

Category Description Entry Fee 

1 Under 5s A picture of a rainbow n/a 

2 Under 5s Make 4 chocolate rice krispy/cornflake cakes n/a 

3 Under 5s Make a model from cardboard and/or silver foil n/a 

    

4 Age 6 – 10 Write a poem about anything you like n/a 

5 Age 6 – 10 Paint/decorate a jam jar n/a 

6 Age 6 – 10 Bake and decorate 4 cookies n/a 

    

7 Age 11 – 16 Photo of a wild bird n/a 

8 Age 11 – 16 Bake 3 muffins n/a 

9 Age 11 – 16 Draw/paint a picture of a pet n/a 

    

10 Flowers Single stem fragrant flower £1.00 

11 Flowers Cactus or succulent plant £1.00 

12 Flowers Flowers arranged in a household implement £1.00 

13 Vegetables Arrangement of summer vegetables £1.00 

    

14 Cooking Pic-nic for two £1.00 

15 Cooking Bake and decorated a Birthday Cake £1.00 

16 Cooking Bake a quiche – any filling £1.00 

17 Cooking Bake a banana loaf cake £1.00 

    

18 Preserves A jar of homemade marmalade £1.00 

19 Preserves A jar of homemade chutney £1.00 

    

20 Photograph ‘Thorverton in winter’ £1.00 

    

21 Poetry An original poem linked to nature £1.00 

    

22 Handicraft Small handmade blanket/quilt/quilt cover made  

from wool or material 

£1.00 

 



Focus on Thorverton  9         Vol 49 No 6 - June 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thorverton Fun Day – Saturday 14
th

 July 2018 
at Thorverton Memorial Hall 

Support Your Local Village Hall 

Home Craft Entry Form 

 

Submitted by Name: …………………………………………………………….………………………. 

 

Phone Number …………………………………….  E/mail ……………………………………………. 

Name of entrant Age if 16  

or under 

Class  

number 

Class description 

in brief 

Entry fee   

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

   Total £ 

 Closing date for entries: midday on Friday 13th July 2018 

 Send completed entry forms to Alison Marshall at:  

Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, Devon EX5 5NU or 

aj.marshall@btinternet.com (payment to be made prior to 10am on the day of the event 

cash accepted or cheques payable to Thorverton Memorial Hall).  

mailto:aj.marshall@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Fun Day – Saturday 14
th

 

July 2018 

at Thorverton Memorial Hall 

Support Your Local Village Hall 

Home Craft Rules 
1. Closing date for entries 13th July 2018 at 

midday 

2. Children’s class numbers 1 – 9 are free to 

enter (ages       to be shown on entry form) 

3. Class numbers 10 – 22 are £1.00 each to    

enter per item 

4. Entry fees are non-negotiable 

5. The competition is open to everyone 

6. All exhibits must arrive at Thorverton 

Memorial Hall between 8.00am and 10am 

on Saturday 14th July 2018 

7. Judging will commence at 10.15am on 

Saturday 14th July 2018 

8.  First, second and third prize winners of 

children’s class numbers 1 – 9 will receive 

prize money of £2.00, £1.00 and 50p 

respectively 

9. Prize money will be available from midday 

until 6pm on the day of the event 

10. Entries achieving a first, second, or third 

prize in class numbers 10 – 22 will receive a 

Certificate of Achievement 

11. All entries to be removed from the Hall after 

4pm and before 6pm on the event day 

12. The Memorial Hall Committee will not be 

held responsible for any unclaimed entries 

or for any loss or damage to any entries 

13. All entries are left at the owner’s risk 

14. The decision of the Judge is final. 

Cookery Class Guidelines 
A. All items must be covered with ‘cling film’ or 

similar 

B. Marmalade and chutney must be clearly 

labelled with the variety and the date made  
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SILVERTON LINK UP 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients 
 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

 

Jean Hawkins 860849.        John Kiely 861545. 

Doreen Beer 860731.    Stephen Roach 861042. 

MaryClare Smith 861916.   Dave Sleep 860678. 

Mary Hall 860532.               John Pizey 861711. 

Dave Cole 860030.      Lorraine Yarnell 861240. 

***John Owen-Jones 841085. 

***This driver only does surgery appointments. 

 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 
 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT 

ONE OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED 

ABOVE, GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE 

AS POSSIBLE. 
 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the 

Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 

appreciated.  Donations should be given direct to the 

driver, who issues a receipt. 

 
All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up their 

time to help others in the community. Although they will 

do their best, they cannot always be available, so it may 

not always be possible to arrange a lift. 
 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk 

 

We have all the time in the world 

Love on a summer evening: folk songs, musicals and film  

      
6pm Sunday 10th June, Upton Pyne Church 

Sing Up Community Choir 
Nick Horton (piano) and Cristine Austin (oboe) 

 

Tickets £6.50 in advance, £7 on the door (children free) 
from Veronica Clarke 01392 841530    or    Linda Findlay 01392 841402      veronicaclarke07@gmail.com   lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk 

Friends of Upton Pyne – helping to maintain our village church and grounds

mailto:veronicaclarke07@gmail.com
mailto:lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk
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FURSDON, CADBURY, DEVON.EX5 5JS 
www.fursdon.co.uk 01392 860860 

Come and visit one of Devon’s oldest family homes. Stroll in grounds and lovely walled garden and sample 
delicious home baking in the Coach Hall tea room. 

 
OPEN: GARDENS & TEAS: Bank Holiday Mondays, every Wednesday and Thursday afternoon from Easter to end 

of September from 2-5pm  
HOUSE TOURS at 2.30 and 3.30pm are on same days as above in June, July and August only. 

 
ANNUAL GARDEN SEASON TICKETS £7 each 

Special Open Days in Apr, May and Aug celebrating the countryside. 
 NGS charity weekends in June and September 

Garden open for Hospiscare Friday 1 June 
See website for details or contact us.  

See also our lovely holiday accommodation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Royal British Legion 
 

 

 

 

 

Cream Tea 
 

On 

Saturday 11th August 

from 2.30pm 

at 

Thorverton House 

 
      in aid of the Poppy Appeal andThorverton 

RBL branch funds 

 

 

Ringing for the Armstice 100 

 
Ringing Remembers is encouraging people to take up 

bell ringing and, in particular, to ring with others 

across the country on 11
th
 November 2018 to honour 

the 1,400 bell ringers who were lost during World 

War 1. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Jane Flaxington 

on 01392 860523 or by email to 

jlflax@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:jlflax@gmail.com
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Church Services and News  

 JUNE 2018 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 3 June Trinity 1  

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke Lay Led  

10:00 am Open Door   Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore MSS 

11:15 am Baptism [TBC]   Newton St Cyres  KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury  Lay Led 

Sunday 10 June Trinity 2 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Huxham SS 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton  

10:00 am Informal Gathering   Stoke Canon Lay Led 

11:15 am Morning Worship  Rewe                                         Lay Led & KC 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne  SS  

Sunday 17 June Trinity 3  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury KC 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton 

10:00 am  Family Service   Thorverton  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Poltimore  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke KC 

11:00 am Patronal Festival  Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

 Followed by Lunch  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon KC 

Sunday 24 June Trinity 4  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres MSS 

09:30 am  Baptism  Cadbury KC 

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:00 am Joint Service   Thorverton Baptist Church BOF 
   Joint with Parish Church 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe KC 

03:00 pm Family Service with picnic  Upton Pyne KC  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham Lay Led  

Sunday 1 July Trinity 5 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  KC 

10:00am Open Door   Newton St Cyres                      Lay Led & LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

03:00 pm Service with a Smile & St Peter’s   Brampford Speke  KC & LF  

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury  Lay Led 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 
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Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross       Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard     Associate Minister               01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford       Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 
   

Parish Letter 
'I confess, it's June!' 

In my youth I was always in two minds about June. 

On the plus side, suddenly there were those bright 

clear mornings with the sun up before we were 

awake; without the sullen heat of high summer there 

was a crispness that made you truly glad to be alive. 

But then, it was the season of exams. For all that 

beguiling weather, we had to be indoors, 

concentrating, revising, trying to forget how pleasant 

it would be outside.  

 

This hit me harder than some, because I always did 

best by cramming at the last moment having slacked 

for most of the year. So for me early June was a bit 

full-on. Most days I set the alarm for a quarter to six 

and did two hours’ revision before getting up; I’m 

always at my best first thing, which is a bit of a 

disadvantage in my current occupation. But that’s a 

digression. 

 

Then of course the actual exam days arrived, with 

associated stress. But then… 

I still remember that huge sense of release, of a 

burden being lifted, of a lightness of being. 

Why is he telling us all this in a Church slot, I hear 

you cry. 

 

A few days before I began this I was talking to a lady 

who had been keen to make the acquaintance of a 

good-looking man in the pub, and had been 

somewhat disconcerted to find he was a Catholic 

priest.  

 

Our conversation strayed to the sacrament of 

Confession, and she asked what the idea was.I 

explained that we all admit to living imperfect lives, 

and every day brings fresh causes for regret as we 

blunder on. We sense that there is a better way of 

living, one that would cause us so much less inner 

dissatisfaction, could we just but access it. Doing so 

requires a little self-analysis, some facing up to what 

we would like to change in ourselves.  

 

I suggest to you that we’ll never make progress if we 

carry on thinking things are just fine as they are. We 

need to admit that we’ve been slacking and really 

need to start some revision (if I may call it that). You 

don’t have to be in any way religious to do that. 

Make a list, mentally, or on paper if you want 

(remember to shred it later…) of the things you 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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regret. Take the ones you can do nothing about 

because they’ve happened, cross them off the list and 

put them behind you. Then promise yourself to get to 

work on the others. Stripped of all the rigmarole and 

cultural associations, this is what Confession is to the 

church. 

 

Get yourself some freedom this way, and experience 

some of that joyful brightness of a June morning. 

 Stephen Toogood 

Thorverton PCC  

 

Baptist Church  

A Lawyer among the Theologians 

 

This is the title of a book by Professor Norman 

Anderson, who was an internationally 

recognised lawyer and committed Christian. 

 When I was president of our student Christian 

Union back in the 60s we had the temerity to 

invite him to address our group on the subject 

The Evidence for the Resurrection, the title of a 

book he had written.  I can see him now, a most 

distinguished figure as he stood before his 

student audience with his little book in his hand. 

 He might not have convinced the most cynical 

of them, but no one could claim after hearing his 

presentation that there was no intellectual basis 

for Christian belief. 

 

I have always been interested in what Christian 

lawyers have to tell us about Christianity.  The 

first thing that lawyers do when taking on a case 

is to assemble the facts.  The New Testament 

gives us the facts about the Christian faith but we 

are not confined to the biblical text alone.  What 

we can read in a Jewish author like Josephus, or 

Roman writers such as Tacitus and Pliny, 

provides ample information to back up what can 

be found in the pages of the New Testament. 

Once the facts are established there is the 

question of how to interpret them. 

 

What lawyers love above anything else is the 

evidence of a reliable eye witness.  This is 

known as 'direct evidence' and it makes a 

powerful impression when given in court before 

a jury.  It is very striking to note how often the 

first Christians, in their presentation of the 

gospel account, claimed to be witnesses.  In the 

first Christian sermon ever preached, on the Day 

of Pentecost, (which we have been celebrating 

recently), the Apostle Peter made this a keynote 

of his theme: 'God has raised this Jesus to life 

and we are all witnesses of the fact.'  Some time 

later, Peter found himself in front of a Gentile 

audience, no longer in Jerusalem, and the main 

point of his address to them is the same: 'We are 

witnesses of everything Jesus did ... he was seen 

by witnesses ... he commanded us to testify.' 

 The same vocabulary of witness and testimony 

is used.  The earliest disciples were simply 

recounting what they had seen and heard, what 

had happened to them, their own personal 

experience. 

 

In addition to direct evidence there is 

circumstantial evidence.  This is not so powerful 

and conclusive in court but can nevertheless be 

used to present a compelling case.  Basically, 

this involves what may legitimately be inferred 

from accepted facts.  On Easter Day, the tomb 

where Jesus had been laid to rest was empty.  No 

one disputed that.  The question was to find the 

correct explanation.  The authorities claimed that 

the disciples had stolen the body.  Certain 

followers of Jesus claimed that he had risen from 

the dead and appeared to them, in a variety of 

settings described in the gospels.  St Paul (who 

was a lawyer) drew up a witness list which 

included the appearances described in the gospel 

plus one to Peter, one to James the brother of 

Jesus, and finally, in different circumstances, to 

himself on the Damascus Road. 

 

The contention of this necessarily brief reflection 

is that the weight of both the direct evidence and 

the circumstantial evidence in the biblical 

narratives leads to the conclusion that the claims 

are true and that our faith has solid foundations. 

 But we are all members of the jury and we all 

have to weigh the evidence and decide for 

ourselves. 
Maurice Harrison 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
Problem? Need to share?  Prayer request? 

If you need a sympathetic listening ear, the back 
room at the Chapel is open every Thursday  
between 10.00 and 12 noon when I will be 
happy to meet you.  
 

Revd Maurice Harrison  01392 966861 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd               supporting   Thorverton Post Office      

June 2018 

 
As you know we are a much-valued community 

amenity serving ALL age groups in many ways, not 

just those collecting their pensions. 

 

We are beginning a new financial year, so are asking 

you please to make your annual subscription of £10 

per person to help TCT Ltd keep this community-run 

venture (and thereby of course Thorverton Post 

Office) afloat.                     

 

Please use the form below or ask for one at the post 

office. 

                         

 

 

NEW MEMBERS needed please.  £10 pa is not 

really a lot to ask. 

 

We look forward to your continuing support at our 

post office and paper shop/stationers. 

 

 Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd 

Chair and Company Secretary 

Jan Hamilton               07764 461575      TCT Ltd 

Business Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
 

I/we 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

(address + 

postcode)……………………………………………………………………………………......................................... 

 

(e-

mail)…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the 

provisions of its Memorandum and Articles of Association  

(see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 

 

OR 

wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 

 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2018– 5/2019 (cheques payable to Thorverton 

Co-operative Trust Ltd) 

 

I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these contact details for the purposes of running TCT Ltd and 

Thorverton Post Office. I understand that these details will not be shared with third parties. 

 

 

(signature(s))…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

                        

 

 

Please return this form with your payment to                                                

Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary                                                          

c/o  Thorverton Post Office  or post/deliver to  

TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS 
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Poetry 
 

 Weeping Willow 

 

Why, why, why, this sad name for you? 

Who knows not tears; but dawning’s dew, 

Dew to refresh your dancing leaves, 

As crystal droplets each receives. 

A lovely canopy you spread, 

To shade young loves, while overhead, 

The sweetest songbirds of the air, 

Express their joy at resting there. 

Fairest tree dressed in spring green, 

Enchanting many a rural scene. 

Weeping willow it is I, 

Who would in bereavement cry, 

If by an axeman you were slain 

Never to dance at dawn again. 

Doreen Beer 

 

Doreen’s latest book of poems, “West Country Wanderings” is now available from local bookshops.  If you 

have difficulty in getting a copy, please see the poet herself – Ed. 

 

One hundred years on 
 

Alex Fice has lent me some postcards from World War 1 which I will be reproducing over the next five months 

(they are, of course, better in colour, but you will need to wait until the online Focus appears before you can 

fully appreciate that): 
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Women’s Institute  
WI Markets: 

All are Saturday from 10.00 to 11.00 at the WI Hut: 

June 23
rd

 

July 28
th
 

August 25
th
 

September 22
nd

 

October 27
th
 

November 24
th 

 

Thorverton Community Speed 
Watch 
If you have seen a few people in hi-vis jackets 

pointing a Police speed gun on occasion in the last 

few months, you may have wondered what is going 

on. 

 

 As a result of concerns expressed and raised with the 

Parish Council regarding the excessive speed of some 

vehicles travelling to and from the village, a decision 

was made to approach the Police to set up a 

Community Speed Watch team. Community Speed 

Watch (CSW) operates under the direction of the 

Police and local volunteers assist the Police by 

monitoring vehicle speeds in locations where 

speeding is a problem. 

 

CSW aims to educate drivers who exceed the speed 

limit and make communities safer by reducing 

vehicle speeds. The volunteers record and log details 

of vehicles exceeding the speed limit from which a 

staged warning system is employed using advisory 

letters. 

 

Our emphasis as volunteers is on safety and 

education. Since CSW in Thorverton started six 

months ago, we have recorded a number of vehicles 

travelling at speeds above the 30 mph speed limit, 

several of them at speeds in excess of 40 mph.  

 

 In a collision between a vehicle and pedestrian, the 

difference between an impact speed of 30mph and 

40mph can literally be life or death. We want to do 

all we can to encourage safe driving in our 

community for the protection of all. 

 

If you would like more information about CSW, we 

have leaflets we can give you describing what we do 

and why or you  can contact our Police Community  

SupportOfficer, Anna Roberts, at Tiverton Police 

Station. 

Marguerite Clarke, Ken Ham 

Administrators for and part of the team of 

Police Volunteers for Thorverton Community 

Speed Watch. 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

The Open Day we held on 13
th
 May as part of the 

LTA’s Great British Tennis weekend was very 

enjoyable.  

 

 In the first session 17 children between 3 and 10 

years old took part in all sorts of tennis games and 

exercises, organised by volunteers from the Club, and 

ably assisted by mums, dads and grandmothers. In 

the second session of the day adult guests were able 

to try out the courts, and played with and against 

other visitors and Club members.  

 

Some hadn’t played tennis for twenty years, so 

hopefully they will now be encouraged to start again. 

The weather was beautiful and everyone was able to 

enjoy sitting and watching in the sunshine, with 

drinks and a variety of cakes and biscuits on offer. 

 

 It was also a good launch for our new extended 

clubhouse, not quite finished yet, but looking great. 

We look forward to welcoming some of our recent 

visitors as Club members and to seeing some at 

junior coaching on Wednesday afternoons.  

 

If you missed the Open Day but would like to give us 

a try you are welcome to come along for a couple of 

free sessions before making a decision.  

 

Please contact our membership secretary Laura Leigh 

on 01647 24259 if you are interested. 

 Sally Baldwin 

 

 

Recipe  

Minted new potato salad 

 

Minted new potatoes straight from the garden with 

Devonshire butter are good hot, but are also 

delicious, cold, in potato salad.  

 

Boil new potatoes with mint and a little sea salt.  

Allow to cool, and cut into small cubes.  

 

Season with freshly ground black pepper. 

 

Finish by adding freshly chopped mint, and mixing 

gently with mayonnaise, and a dollop of natural 

yogurt, or crème fraiche.  

 

Paul Cleave 
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TARTS News 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 
 

 
Future walks: 

 

Saturday 26
th
 May – led by Heather and Royston 

Saturday 9
th
 June – led by Jenny 

Saturday 23
rd

 June – led by Mike 

Saturday 7
th
 July – led by Caroline 

Saturday 21
st
 July – led by Jean 

Saturday 11
th
 August – led by Graeme 

Saturday 25
th
 August – led by Jerry 

 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 
 
History Society  

 

Devon and the First World War – Dr David Parker 

 

David introduced the talk as being about Devon’s 

attitude and contribution to the Great War and how it 

affected the people of Devon. 

 

The weather in the summer of 1914 was very good 

and many holiday makers were enjoying the sunshine 

in the resorts of Devon. Few were concerned about 

what was happening in foreign countries. There were 

local problems with suffragette protests in Newton 

Abbot. The clay workers in the Teign Valley were 

involved in violent strikes and there were other 

strikes in Plymouth and North Devon. Ireland was 

seeking home rule that Asquith had promised for 

later in 1914. The fleet was anchored off Torbay and 

tourists came to see the ships and enjoy the sunshine 

but this scene was not to last. 

 

In late August military reservists were called up. 

Devon had a large Army and Naval presence so 

many were involved. Some were based in training 

camps on Woodbury Common. Many of Devon’s 

fishermen were Naval reservists. Their trawlers were 

converted and fitted with guns and they became 

patrol boats looking for enemy submarines. Some 

trawlers had hidden guns so they still looked like 

fishing boats but were heavily armed. These Q ships 

were used to protect trawlers off the coast of Devon 

and HMS Pirze sank a submarine.  Paddle steamers 

from Ilfracombe were converted to minesweepers or 

patrol boats. One such steamer even went as far as 

Gallipoli and saw action there. 

 

Blackouts were required at home but few locals saw 

the point in them . There was a great fear of spies. It 

was known that the Kaisers brother had visited 

Ilfracombe and his sister had been to Sidmouth . The 

reality was they had visited but as tourists, not spies. 

However, spy mania was rife and the Abbey at 

Buckfast was suspected of hiding spies. The monks 

were mainly German or French and could freely 

wander around. The local council wanted police to 

surround the area but gave up the idea when they 

were asked to pay for the policing. 

 

By the autumn of 1914 there was no conscription and 

all military recruitment was from volunteers. 

Conscription was introduced in May 1916. Rallies 

were held to drum up local support, bands would 

play and women were encouraged to get their men to 

join up. Mothers were targeted to encourage their 

sons to enlist and girlfriends similarly encouraged to 

get their boyfriends to join. Horses were needed for 

the war and the military paid farmers a good price for 

them and they were willing to sell. Many thousands 

of horses were killed in the war. 

 

The train system was used to move troops about and 

Devon had a great railway network. Local troops 

were moved out and others moved in for military 

training. Guest houses that had lost their holiday 

makers did well in providing accommodation for the 

young soldiers. Clergy warned of the danger of 

letting young ladies go out at night because of all the 

young soldiers in the area. Bigamy was not 

uncommon. Ilfracombe was regarded as an immoral 

place so troops were not sent there. 

 

Voluntary enlistment was poor in Devon and Dorset, 

along with other rural areas. It was much higher in 

the cities where “pals” regiments were formed. Lord 

Fortescue organized military tour campaigns 

travelling to 5 or 6 villages a day in an attempt to 

further encourage recruitment. Stirring speeches were 

given but there was still a great lack of volunteers. 

There was the feeling that men in the countryside, 

who were mostly farm workers, would join when the 

farmers sons joined up. Propaganda showing German 
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atrocities was common. Research has shown that 

civilians in France and Belgium were killed but the 

extent is unknown. A clearly marked Red Cross ship 

was sunk by a submarine off the Devon coast at Start 

Point. Belgian refugees flooded into Devon and were 

distributed around the county. Although they were 

welcomed at first attitudes had changed by the end of 

the war.  

 

Many wounded troops were shipped back to Devon 

for treatment and recovery from their wounds so 

local people were recruited and trained for work in 

the many hospitals here. Entertainment was laid on 

for the wounded troops with some local villages 

competing to be the best at this. 3,000 troops 

attended a strawberry tea at Torquay.  

 

Refreshments were laid on for all troops passing 

through Exeter St David’s station. Initially this was 

tea, bread, ham and an apple but later was reduced to 

tea and a bun.  

 

Children were used to gather sphagnum moss which 

was used as an antiseptic wound dressing, foxgloves 

for digitalis, horse chestnuts for acetone for cordite 

and whortleberries for jam for the troops. 

 

There were shortages of meat and potatoes but this 

may have had more to do with the price the farmers 

could get rather than what was lost at sea. Women 

worked on farms to replace the men who had gone to 

war.  

Dartmoor prison was used to contain conscientious 

objectors who would not perform any task for the 

war effort.      

    

The lives of so many Devon people were changed by 

the war to end all wars. 

Robert Turner   

 
 

  

Hospital ship HMHS Glenart Castle. She was attacked and torpedoed by a German U boat off Lundy on 26th 

February 1918 and sank with a loss of 162 lives.                                   

 

Photo supplied by Barrie Phillips
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Legal Eagle 
 

 

On the 22
nd

 July 2017, Kelsie Ormond took her 

daughter and ten of her daughter’s friends to the 

Lion’s Den play area for under – 12’s in 

Haverfordwest, to celebrate her daughter’s seventh 

birthday. 

 

During the visit Ms Ormond’s daughter complained 

that another girl had threatened her. When the young 

lady against whom the allegation had been made 

visited the toilets, Ms Ormond followed her and was 

remonstrating with her when the child’s aunt, Faye 

Jenkins arrived in the company of her sister Linzi 

Laugharne. Linzi took exception to the fact that Ms 

Ormond was remonstrating with the child and an 

argument ensued between the two ladies. Faye 

Jenkins sought to intervene but was head-butted by 

Ms Ormond ( or, as Ms Ormond would have us 

believe, pushed away by Ms Ormond by the use of 

her forehead). 

 

As a result of the head-butt or being pushed away by 

Ms Ormond’s forehead, Faye Jenkins suffered an 

injury to her nose, the precise nature of which 

appears to be uncertain. What is certain is that there 

was a lot of blood, possibly the nose was broken, or 

merely damaged, to the extent that Faye was unable 

to breathe through her left nostril. 

 

When charged with the offence of assault 

occasioning actual bodily harm contrary to s47 

Offences Against the Person Act 1861, Ms Ormond 

pleaded not guilty by reason of her having acted in 

self-defence. She said, when giving evidence, “I 

thought they were going to hit me. They were both in 

my face and arguing at me.” 

 

I have assumed for the purpose of this article that she 

sought to rely on the common law (private) defence, 

which has been partly codified by s76 Criminal 

Justice and Immigration Act 2008, rather than the 

statutory defence available under s3 Criminal Law 

Act 1967 (known as the ‘public’ defence’). 

 

In truth, the two versions overlap to a considerable 

extent, but the essence of the common law defence is 

that the use of force or the threat of force is necessary 

in order to defend oneself or another or the 

circumstances are such that a person mistakenly 

believes that force is necessary to defend oneself or 

another and that the use of force or the threat of force 

is reasonable in the actual circumstances, or in the 

circumstances mistakenly believed to exist. 

 

Where an accused person relies on a mistaken belief, 

it is sufficient that it is an honestly held belief, the 

issue of the reasonableness of the belief is relevant, 

but only to the extent that it is a factor which can be 

taken into account in determining whether the belief 

was honestly held. The less reasonable, the less likely 

it is that the court will find that it was honestly held.   

 

Ms Ormond elected to represent herself before the 

Haverfordwest magistrates and clearly did a very 

good job as they found her not guilty of the offence 

charged. 

 

One might feel that she was a tad fortunate as the 

amount of force used must be reasonable in the actual 

circumstances, or in the circumstances that the 

accused mistakenly believed to exist. Clarification is 

to be found in s76(6) CJIA 2008 which provides that 

the degree of force used is not to be regarded as 

having been reasonable in the circumstances as they 

were believed to be if it was disproportionate in those 

circumstances. S76(3) provides that the question 

whether the degree of force used in the circumstances 

was reasonable, is to be decided by reference to the 

circumstances as they were believed to be. 

 

As can be seen, these are fairly defendant-friendly 

provisions and mean that the reasonableness (or 

otherwise) of the level of force used will be judged 

according to what the defendant believed the facts to 

be. 

 

Ms Ormond was able to convince the magistrates that 

she honestly believed that she was about to be 

attacked by Miss Payne and her sister Linzi, and that 

her response in head-butting Miss Payne, or pushing 

her away with her forehead, was not disproportionate 

to the threat which she, honestly, believed to exist. 

 

One slightly puzzling feature of the case is why all 

three ladies were not prosecuted for causing an 

Affray. The incident was witness by any number of 

people, both adults and children who were fearful for 

their own safety so an almost certain conviction one 

would have thought. My guess is that the prosecuting 

authority were swayed by the extent of the injury 

suffered by Miss Payne and that the incident arose as 

a result of Ms Ormond remonstrating with Ms 

Payne’s niece. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

. 
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From the Archives 
 

 

No dip into the Focus archives would be complete 

without some John Morrish cartoons.  John was a 

prolific provider of cartoons which captured 

Thorverton life.   

 

 

Most of his cartoons were very topical, reflecting 

exploits of the time, but several still have resonance 

today.  The cartoons here are from May 1986:  

 

Neville Lane
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Garden Club News  
 

Garden Club Spring Flower Show was held at Upton 

Pyne Village Hall on Saturday April 28th 2018  

 

With the really wet and cold weather we have been 

experiencing for most of the earlier part of the year 

there was a lot of concern about how many entries 

people would be able to make on this occasion.  In 

the event, however, there was a wonderful display of 

flowers and creations and plenty for people to judge 

in the afternoon, and some really attractive 

photographs were possible.  This has to have been 

one of the most colourful flower shows we have 

held! 

 

Paul Cleave, our cookery judge, had to make hard 

decisions regarding the gingerbreads and the lemon 

cakes, and was also recruited to help judge the 

children’s pictures.  We are grateful to him for 

visiting us as usual and giving us his expertise on the 

only entries for which judging is not done by 

pennies. 

 

It is so lovely to see the flower pictures made by the 

children from Brampford Speke school and everyone 

was impressed by the artistic ability shown.  We did 

pick out one from each of the classes for a prize, but 

really although we each had our personal favourites, 

all the pictures were deserving.  The winners were 

Emily Meldon,  Jacob, Year 3,  Elwyn Styles, 

Tiffany Boyle, Isla  and Eliza in Reception.  It makes 

such a difference to the village hall to be able to 

decorate it like this and a big thank you to the school 

for joining in our flower show.   

 

There was a good display of the miniature gardens 

and the moss and rock gardens, and the award for the 

best exhibit in the show, which is the first time we 

have done this, went to Joan Nettacott for her entry - 

the miniature garden -  including tadpoles in the tiny 

pond! 

 

Thank you to Pam, David and Joan for all the lovely 

cakes and to everyone catering for us. 

 

Congratulations to all the winners, and thanks to 

everyone who helped set up the hall, all those who 

entered the competitions, and everyone who helped 

to make the show a success. 

 

Chris Grundy 

Show Secretary 

Rainfall Record 
 

It has been a peculiar start to the year rainfall-wise: a 

wet January (112mm), a fairly dry February (45mm), 

a very wet March (180mm) and a wet first half of 

April (76mm) followed by a dry second half of April 

(15mm).   

 

The first half of May was uncommonly dry, with just 

11mm of rainfall.  As our rainfall recorder could 

confirm, this absence of pattern is far from unusual 

with rainfall around these parts,. 

 

So, although we may have an average of about 80mm 

rainfall per month (when looked at over the past ten 

years), there has been great fluctuation from month to 

month.

  
 

 

 
 

                                  

Is this the way to Amarillo ? 

No.... we now know the way to 

Raddon ! 

 

Photo by John Spivey 
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Nature Notes 
 
There is nothing I love more than sitting in the 

garden on a warm and cloudless summer day and 

watch wildlife as it comes into view. You can stare 

up at the sky and see swallows, house martins, swifts, 

buzzards, Sparrowhawk, gulls and anything else that 

may come into view. You may be lucky to spot 

another member of the falcon family a Hobby, a 

summer visitor from Africa. It looks like a big Swift. 

While I was writing this bit on 14th May a Red Kite 

came into view, slowly spiralling and drifting 

onwards. This is not the only sighting this month 

over the village. Ken Holmes with Royston Kershaw 

observed three overhead from the Quarry Car Park 

on 7th May. I also heard that four Red Kites were 

seen following a tractor and plough in a field at 

Silverton.  

 

On 5
th
 May my daughter spotted this extremely 

yellow crab spider Misumena vatia on one of the 

local Early Purple Orchids. I have seen many crab 

spiders and they are usually pale yellow or green but 

none as yellow as this one. The other odd thing is 

that crab spiders mimic the colour of the flower on 

which they rest in order to be camouflaged. This 

enables the spider to capture any unsuspecting insect 

that might alight on the flower. The mystery of the 

very yellow spider was resolved when we re-visited 

the orchid on 13th May. The spider was still there 

and had changed colour to a very pale yellow-cream 

colour. I suppose this is as near as the spider can get 

to mimic the inner lower lip colour of the orchid. 

Even more interesting is it had successfully captured 

a dung fly and had just started to eat it. Also note the 

orchid flowers are open and have started to fade. 

 

I’d like to share this photo of a Grass snake with you. 

My sister stumbled across it as she was walking in 

her little wood at Wyke, near Shobrooke on 13th 

May. I hope you can see the snake has a big bulge in 

its body where it had recently had a meal!  

 

 

A to Z Kingfisher 

 

This bird is our unmistakable fisher king who can 

occasionally be seen along the river Exe and Jordan 

stream, sometimes right in the centre of the village. 

The best way to identify male and female by sight is 

to look at the colour of its dagger like bill. The bill of 

the male is generally black at the base and the female 

likely to be more red or orange at the base. This task 

is by no means easy especially when the likely sight 

of a Kingfisher is when it is whizzing past you.  

 

From April a pair of Kingfishers will both take part 

in boring a nest chamber usually in a riverbank. They 

will use the same nest chamber to raise two, 

sometimes three broods up to August. Kingfishers 

are known to lose broods when a river floods and 

overwhelms the nest chamber. 

 

Above: Bright yellow crab spider on orchid. 
Below: Same spider (now pale yellow) with dung 
fly. 
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When rivers and streams become muddy for example 

after heavy rain, the Kingfisher struggles to find 

food. It is even worse when rivers and ponds freeze 

over. In the winter of 1962/63 the Kingfisher 

population crashed because nearly every waterway 

was frozen over for a long time.  

 

It seems Kingfishers can have a hard time but there is 

one thing in their favour and that’s they are unlikely 

to get eaten as they do not taste very nice and so can 

probably afford to have very vivid plumage.  

 

A Kingfisher will fish from its favoured perch, a 

branch or other suitable structure overhanging water 

to stand on to observe and dive for its prey. It can 

also hover before plunging into water. It feeds on 

small fish, insects and even shrimps. 

When I was in my very early teens I took myself off 

with a little chair and sat on the banks of the river 

Creedy for an hour or so and was fortunate to watch a 

Kingfisher dive for fish. While I was there a Mink 

happened to swim past my observation spot.  

 

In September 1983 a few of us from Thorverton did a 

camping trip that took us along the north Spanish 

coast. I remember one place where a small river met 

the sea and there was a lovely sandy beach. Here we 

saw several Kingfishers. Much closer to home, 

Kingfishers can frequently be seen around the Exe 

estuary. 

 

Last Words 

Next month Nature Notes will include an article 

about the Oak Eggar Moth.   

  

Jenny Garne   01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

   

 

 

It’s the season to be sneezy (and 
safe) 
Although Spring has been 3 weeks late this year it 

has still brought with it an abundance of colour and 

bright sunny weather that lifts the spirits.  As a result 

we also see a change at the surgery. Chest disease, 

flu-like illnesses and depressive symptoms reduce  

but heart disease diagnosis rates increase as people 

stop driving and start walking.  

 

However, Hay Fever is the most noticeable. It is also 

the most frustrating of conditions; those who suffer 

badly are sadly limited in their exposure to the bright 

sunny weather. Decreasing the amount of time spent 

outside, avoiding cutting the grass, wearing wrap 

around sunglasses, showering and changing clothes 

regularly to remove pollen and keeping doors and 

windows shut are all good lifestyle options to reduce 

the symptoms.  

 

 Antihistamines work well as excessive histamine 

release is the problem.  Nasal steroid sprays will not 

immediately relieve the symptoms and so need to be 

taken every day throughout the season as a 

preventative measure. Eye drops are the third useful 

agent. 

  

One good thing is that Hay Fever recedes with  

age as habituation to the pollen occurs and the 

immune system dampens its response over time.   

This is also the reason why I will always see one or 

two families each year who have just moved to 

Devon; new area, new pollens, new symptoms.  

There is limited evidence that taking pollen granules 

(bought over the counter from health food shops) has 

an effect but the theory would fit with habituation.  

There is nothing to be lost for serious sufferers in 

giving it a try; although it will not work immediately, 

next year might be better.  

 

Those suffering Hay Fever are unlucky but know 

their symptoms will only last while pollen levels are 

high.  However, other medical presentations at this 

time of year are often self-inflicted. Enthusiastic 

gardeners need to be safe and sensible.  

 

 The hazards of lawnmowers, ladders and hedge 

cutters may seem obvious but gardening injuries top 

the A&E charts in Spring. Those trying out the 

strimmer they received for Christmas need to beware 

of Hogweed as this can cause a horrible, extremely 

painful, burning rash.  Full protective clothing and 

goggles are needed before going near it.  

 

 So take the antihistamines, be careful with the shears 

and don’t forget the suncream. 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 

Football Club 

 

A very successful season came to an end in May, 

with the first team finishing 4th (of 15) in 

Division 2 and the second team finishing as 

champions in Division 8 of the Devon and 

Exeter Football League. 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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 Second Sight 

On the 8
th
 April, I ran the Manchester marathon in 

3hrs, 3minutes and 39 seconds. As well as training 

intensively in the period leading up to the race, I set 

up a fundraising page and have now raised £1,642.5 

(including GiftAid) for Second Sight, a charity which 

funds cataract operations in Bihar, India. 

Second Sight was founded in 2000. They take no 

administration fees and each eye operation costs just 

£20 to perform. In addition to treating the severe 

backlog of patients in Bihar, I’m really inspired by 

their commitment to developing hospitals and 

training surgeons to achieve their long-term goal of 

making this treatment process totally sustainable by 

2020.  

I got into running several years ago in the area 

around my house, just West of Thorverton, gradually 

expanding my circular routes as I got fitter and 

became more interested in exploring local roads and 

footpaths. 

 I’m now twenty years old and studying for a degree 

in Music at Manchester University. In fact, it was 

music that first brought me to Second Sight: after 

playing at a New Year’s Eve ceilidh held by a trustee 

of the charity who lives in Devon, 

I decided that their dedication to eradicating curable 

blindness in Bihar by 2020 was a goal which would 

motivate me to complete the course whilst making 

the best possible use of donations.   

I’m leaving my donation page  

(https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/raddonstephens

on) 

open for another 3 months – if you feel you can help 

Second Sight reach their goal sooner then have a look 

at the link for more information about the charity! 

This Sunday (21
st
 May) I’ll be doing the Manchester 

10K race, aiming to finish in around 37 minutes…  

 Raddon Stephenson  

Cricket Club 
 

Home fixtures for June: 

 

Saturday 2nd  First XI v Filleigh 

Saturday 9th  Second XI v Topsham St James 

Saturday 16th  Second XI v Sampford Peverell 

and Tiverton 

Saturday 23rd  First XI v Tavistock 

Sunday 24th  Pub Competition 

Saturday 30th  Second XI v Exwick 
 

 

Arts Festival photo below by Jean Brown: 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/raddonstephenson
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/raddonstephenson
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Dogs in the Bury 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by John Spivey 

 

 

Scam Alert 
 

From the police (via Sylv Gregory): 

 

 
 We have been made aware that residents have received cold calls by telephone from persons 

purporting to be from a government agency stating that a fine needed to be paid / or tax owed. 

The residents were asked to purchase Itunes vouchers/gift cards from a shop and then to phone them 

with the code, the callers were very forceful in manner.This is a scam. 

Please be wary of any variation of this story, please hang up on these calls. 

Please make neighbours and family aware of this, especially elderly or vulnerable. 

If you have any concerns or information please phone 101.Information can also be passed to Action 

Fraud by phoning 0300 123 2040. 
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The Garden in June 2018 

 
This year the Franklyn frosts arrived on time to catch 

out the over enthusiastic gardener who might have 

been tempted to plant out tender plants at the 

beginning of May. Some plants would survive but 

sadly some would not. It’s always a gamble with 

planting out early and as we do not always have a 

late frost sometimes it’s worth a try. So bad luck if 

you have lost anything. Our problem now is that it is 

extremely dry and, just when you want to plant out 

all the rest of this year’s tender plants, ornamental 

and vegetable it will involve lots of watering. 

 

Watering is very important at this time of year. For 

anything newly planted, i.e. this year, do not let them 

dry out. If planted last season, the plants should be 

able to cope with a dry period and will be able to 

access water from deeper in the ground. If you are 

fortunate enough to have a green house, open the 

vents and door to get a good air flow, and water at 

least once a day and, if very hot, check plants more 

often. 

 

If you are growing tomatoes in a green house, 

especially if they are in pots, it’s a good idea to put 

support canes into position earlier than later. I 

always pinch out unwanted side shoots to make 

more air space around the plant and later on, 

when the plant is almost at full height, I will 

remove lower leaves. This is also to create 

more air around the plant and removes 

unwanted leaves. 

 

 All the time, I am trying to give the plant 

plenty of space to produce good fruit. An 

overcrowded green house will encourage 

disease, especially blight in misty warm 

conditions. When the plant has reached the 

height you would like it to grow, pinch out the 

top growth. Always water your tomato plants 

daily; irregular watering can damage the fruit. 

 

Mowing the lawn becomes a regular job now 

but do not mow too low in a dry period as the 

longer grass will protect roots and stop the 

grass yellowing. If you have seeded an area this 

year or laid turf, watering is very important as 

the roots will be very vulnerable and need 

regular watering until the end of the dry period. 

Don’t be afraid to be generous with the water, a good 

soak is better than a quick sprinkle! 

 

Now is the time to give your house plants a bit of a 

holiday. They will enjoy a period outside and it gives 

you a chance to trim them up and repot if necessary. 

Put them somewhere you will remember to water 

them! All potted plants and tubs need daily checking 

for watering and it is only on very wet days that no 

watering is needed, especially as the summer 

progresses and temperatures rise. 

 

In the garden don’t forget to prune back early 

flowering shrubs when they have finished flowering 

this month. This will allow new growth to mature 

ready for flowering next year. If an early flowering 

shrub, such as Weigelia, has not produced flowers 

this year, leave the pruning for another year; some 

flower biennially. 

 

Lastly, and most importantly, take time out just to 

enjoy your garden and relax. So, Neville, out with 

that deck chair, mix up the Pimms and relax!! I have 

been practising that already – Ed. 

                            Happy gardening 

                                                Lorraine 

  Lorraine Colebrook  

 

 

Lorraine takes a break from gardening to help at the Arts Festival 

photo by Jean Brown 
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 Adverts 
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 or 
0797 617 5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Kevin Sussex 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 
07919950222 

 

 

Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service 

Also alterations undertaken 

 

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing 

Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Thursdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. Email: 

curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

  

Logs For Sale 

 

 £75 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Nick Bright 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.                   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                               Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman  and Secretary: Paul Webb,  07944533372. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group           Fiona Meredith milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo welshpixie@yahoo.co.uk 
                  Thursdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30 am. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.00 – 14.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call, for emergencies only, on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 
 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Sadly we said goodbye to Nurse Mags Keysell at the end of January and, happily, hello to Nurse Elaine 

Rolfe from the beginning of February 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Catherine Burkill Dr Jeff Solman 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Friday  09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies only 

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you prefer. 

Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs.  08:30 - 18:00 

   Friday              08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00 There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions 

may be  

   Friday                         08.30 - 17:00 collected all through the day. 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

 

On-line appointment booking   

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2018 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise  

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

June 11
th
 & 25

th
 
     

June 4
th
 &18

th
  

   
 

Mobile Library 
Every fourth Thursday in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20.   
 

Dates for 2018: 

June 7
th
,  July 5

th
,  August 2nd & 30

th
,  September 27

th
, October 25

th
,  November 22

nd
,  December 20

th
. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in June 
2

nd
 June Coronation Day    10

th
 June Birthday of the Duke of Edinburgh 

9
th
 June Official celebration of Her Majesty’s birthday 21

st
 June Birthday of the Duke of Cambridge 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10 

from Latchmore Green. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station, Stand 5. 

NEW TIMETABLE AS FROM 15
th

 APRIL 2018 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach service 55B:  
To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

07.55, 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.01, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service), 18.16.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.40, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.12, 18.10.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Exeter Bus Station (via St David’s train station): 07.30, 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.35, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.50.  

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 8.42, 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.57, 11.57, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57, 23.50. 

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2018 
Please notify the Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

 

JUNE 

Fri 1
st
    No Coffee Morning,  Baptist Church 

Tues 5
th
  WI meeting, “John Smith from Tesco’s,” WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Wed 6
th  

TADS AGM, Exeter Inn 7.30pm 

Fri 8
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Sat 9
th  

Saturday Market Memorial Hall 9.30-11.15am 

Sun 10
th 

Car Boot Sale Memorial Hall 8.30-11.30am 

Sun 10
th
 Open Garden West Barton Silver Street 2-5.30pm  

Sun 10
th 

Concert by Sing Up community Choir at Upton Pyne Church 6pm 

Tues 12
th
 Parish Council Meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Thurs 14
th 

Ladies Group BBQ at ‘Mossbank’ School Lane 7.30pm 

Sat 16
th
  A Taste of Africa, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Fri 22
nd

  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Sat 23
rd

  Beach Party, Memorial
  
Hall 7.30pm 

Sat 23
rd 

             History Society, visit to Lower Ebear Farmhouse Museum, 2:30pm 

Sat 23
rd  

WI Market 10.00 to 11.00 at the WI Hut: 

Sun 24
th
 Cricket Pub Competition, Cricket Ground, from 9.30am 

Sat 30
th  

Riding for the Disabled Association Coffee Morning, Oak House, 27 The Glebe 10.30-12.30 

Sat 30
th
  Millennium Green Working Party, 10am (volunteers welcome) 

 

JULY 

Fri 6
th 

                 Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Sat 7
th  

Afternoon Tea WI Hut 3-5pm in aid of Breast Cancer Care 

Sat 7
th
  Village Tidy-up Day 

Fri 13
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Sat 14
th  

Fun Day, Memorial Hall  

Fri 27
th  

Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Sat 28
th
   WI Market 10.00 to 11.00 at the WI Hut 

 

 
AUGUST 

Fri 3
rd

                Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Fri 10
th  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Sat 11
th
  Saturday Market Memorial Hall 9.30-11.15am 

Sat 11th     Royal British Legion Cream Teas at Thorverton House 2.30pm 

Fri 24
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15 – 3.15pm 

Sat 25
th
  WI Market 10.00 to 11.00 at the WI Hut 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 22
nd  

 WI Market 10.00 to 11.00 at the WI Hut 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Arts Festival 2018   


