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Editorial 
I am writing this rather earlier in the month than 

usual because of an impending holiday in Germany. I 

know, it is poorly timed this year – and I do normally 

try to avoid being away between the 18
th
 and 25

th
 of 

the month – but it was unavoidable given that my 

daughter was very keen to join us and, as she is a 

teacher, we had to find a suitable period within the 

school holidays when she was not otherwise engaged.  

Anyway, I am very fortunate to have Eileen Mason 

and Fiona Harrison able to pick up the reins.  Thanks 

are due to Eileen in particular for finalising this 

month’s Focus. 

 

Explanations over, I hope that you had a good 

summer.  Certainly, the weather in June and July was 

warmer and drier than usual for these parts.  That 

wasn’t to everyone’s taste of course, and many of the 

vegetables on my allotment suffered from lack of 

water, but personally I found it most welcome and 

easier to enjoy things with a greater predictability 

over the conditions.   

 

It was a lovely day for the Fun Day.  There are a few 

photos on the back page of this month’s Focus as 

well as some of the winning entries in the main body 

of the magazine.  It wasn’t a bad day for the Village 

Tidy-Up, although we didn’t see too many out 

helping this year.  That may be some reflection on 

the good job that Colin Marshall has been doing 

throughout the year, making small repairs and 

generally keeping on top of things better than we had 

been able to do previously.   

 

On 5
th
 September there will be an Open Meeting to 

hear about a possible night landing site for the Devon 

Air Ambulance.  Many villages now have such sites.  

The site chosen by the DAAT is the Rec, which has 

the advantage of being a large, flat area which would 

be easily lit and is close to a high population density.  

Do go along to the meeting in the WI Hut at 6.30pm 

that evening to hear about the proposal and to ask any 

questions. 

 

I must end with a plea for more photos for a 2019 

calendar.  Much though we love John Spivey, it 

would be great to have photos from several different 

villagers.  No great photographic or artistic skill is 

necessary, just the ability to capture element of 

village life or of the landscape or buildings here.  

Please get any photos to me by 8
th
 September. 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Felicity Cashmore of The Glebe 

 

Many thanks to everyone who came to the Riding for 

the Disabled coffee morning held on the 30th of 

June.  We raised an amazing total of £230 for this 

very worthwhile cause. 

 

Thank you all! 
 

 

From Dr Lynne Anderson, formerly of the New 

Valley Practice 

 

Thank You 

 

I am still slightly reeling from all the wonderfully 

warm and touching goodbyes I received from so 

many people on the 20
th
 of June and in the weeks 

leading up to that day.  That so many of you put 

yourselves out and showered me with gifts and 

flowers was humbling and a great honour.  For those 

of you I have not managed to thank personally, 

please accept my deep and heartfelt gratitude. 

 

It does feel odd to not be returning to the surgery.  I 

have been pondering how change is something that is 

part of life.  Some changes we control, but many we 

do not.  Some changes are good and even wonderful, 

while others are unwelcome.  But from all change 

comes new opportunities, friendships and surprises, 

and we need to embrace change as part of the rich 

pattern of our human lives. 

 

I wish everyone I have known the very best for the 

future and thank you again.  Very much. 

 

Lynne  

 

 

From Doreen Beer of Bullens Close 

 

Just to say a grateful thanks to my friends at the 

Church and Chapel and others too, who have given 

their valuable time to visit me for a chat, or regularly 

’phoned to offer help during my illness. As dear Flo 

Gilpin used to say: ‘I am truly blessed’. 

 

The thoughtful gifts of fruit and flowers have been 

much appreciated but giving time for each other is 

also very precious. 

 

Thank you, kind friends, for sharing yours with me. 

 

 

From Roger Cashmore of The Glebe 

 

Many thanks to you all for your support, both 

personal and financial, for the Hulk Lane 

Refurbishment project in Thorverton. 

 

All the hard work has now been recognised by the 

Institute of Civil Engineering SW as winning a 

"Highly Recommended" Community Award from the 

Institute of Chartered Engineers at a recent awards 

dinner in Bristol. 

 

The Awcock Ward Partnership (who worked with us 

on the project) kindly nominated us and we were 

selected from over 30 other (mainly large) projects 

nominated from the South West Last year. A panel of 

8 ICE award committee members visited the site and 

were impressed by how a community could work 

together with local government to recover a lost asset 

for the benefit of all. They were also, of course, 

completely bowled over by the stunning views over 

the Exe Valley. 

 

Thanks once again to you all. 
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 From John Spivey 

 

(expressing his personal opinion) 

 

New Broadlands Development.(see above) 

 

Now that the new Broadlands development of 16 

houses has been passed in outline, we should carefully 

scrutinise the planning details as they appear prior to 

the commencement of construction.  

 

I fear that 16 houses on such a small plot will not 

allow sufficent space for car parking, not to mention 

any open areas for recreation or visual 'breathing 

space'. The existing Broadlands has plenty of open 

grassland and the contrast between the 2 

developments will be very obvious. 

 

 Arguably the best villages in England's green and 

pleasant land have one thing in common; open 

spaces, be it a cricket field, large village green or 

parkland. The new Broadlands development is likely 

to have almost no open space. The original plan was 

for 12 to 14 houses; now it appears to have been fixed 

at 16. We are in danger of losing the visual pleasure 

of our lovely village. 

 

 

 

FOR SALE 

 

Petrol lawnmower (2 years old) £50 

 

4 wooden folding garden chairs £20 

 

Exercise bike Inc. User manual £20 

 

CADAC portable barbeque (little used) £40 

 

Sensible offers considered. Tel 860772 

 

  

 

From Penny Spencer, daughter, Greenwich  

Sybil Tulloch 1930 – 2018 

Sybil died peacefully in Morden College Care Home, 

London on 27
th
 July 2018. She had reluctantly 

realised she was not able to live on her own anymore 

and had just begun to settle in to her new 

surroundings when she became very unwell and died 

shortly afterwards. She had been suffering from 

Breast Cancer for some time, unbeknown to anyone.  

David, Alistair and I would like to thank everyone for 

the cards and messages of support we received both 

when she was unwell and afterwards. 

Mum loved her life in the village and we as a family 

were overwhelmed by the numbers of people who 

attended the service held on Friday 17
th
 August, in 

the village church and who joined us in the Exeter 

Inn afterwards. A true testament as to how she had 

become a valued and much loved villager!  

I think Mum would have loved the service led by Rev 

David Francis, supported brilliantly by the organist 

and the choir. Thanks go to Jackie Mann for the 

lovely spread at the Exeter and to Penny Fice for the 

meringues (always a favourite of mum’s). 

 Lastly but not least a massive thank you for 

raising  an incredible £274:50p for Cancer 

Research. If you are cursing because you 

mistakenly added your trolley token into the 

collection box, I have sent it back care of 

 Margery Maynard, Bullen Street, Mum would 

have been in stiches!!!!! 

 I have attached the Eulogy read by Alistair which 

sums up Mum’s life to a ‘T’, as some of you were 

away for the service.(see next page) 
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Sybil Tulloch née Maddock, 

Somerset girl, teenager of the second world war,  

marrying a dapper sergeant for a life in the military. 

18 homes in the first 21 years of marriage, boats and 

planes to far flung countries, ever more children in 

tow - marching in and marching out -  

 

Aden, Egypt, Malaya Singapore, Cyprus, good old 

Blighty for a short while then out again on boats and 

planes, though no red eyes here other than teary 

children, 3 month journeys on steamers and troop 

ships - marching in and marching out. 

 

All conducted in the latest fashion, Haute couture, 

handmade shoes dyed the right colour by that man, 

you know the one in town that does all the officers’ 

shoes. 

 

25 years of ahma’s, gardeners, senior NCO mess 

parties, Scottish country dancing with Gurkhas and 

Black Watch Highlanders, then done - marching out. 

 

Back to Blighty, Edinburgh, normality, hardship, 

three jobs a day. Latch key kids and Aunty Mary’s 

next door for tea. Trips to St Mary’s Loch, sat in a 

steamy windowed mini traveller with melamine 

plates and hard-boiled eggs, watching the rain slide 

down. Trips to Oban along the coast path dodging the 

biggest blackest slugs in the world, Shivering in the 

sea with knitted costumes, courtesy of Grandma 

Maddock. 

 

Then off to Canada for a life of snow-mobiles and 

excitement only it turns out to be Seasalter instead, in 

a caravan. I thought we were on holiday, apparently, 

we were homeless. 

 

Suburbia, Bexleyheath and three bedroomed semi 

life, daughter getting married, son off to University 

and the navy, youngest being a rebel, working in 

M&S, St Thomas’s hospital, canasta evenings with 

Jean and Les, school trips to Germany, 
 

And every day, every meal, a fully laid table with 

side plates and serviettes, in their own and special 

serviette ring, butter knife and cruet set, milk in a jug, 

never the bottle, and butter in its own dish with lid,  
 

Looking after Grandma and another excuse for the 

sherry to flow or gin or homemade wine although 

that just flowed down the demi Johns’ sides in a 

frothing stinking flow of yeasty sludge. 

Then finally retirement, hoteliers of Tiverton, more 

tables laid with serviettes and jugs and housekeeping 

daily, maps on the wall of the kitchen of the 

Falklands and ominous crosses keeping up with news 

of her son at sea. 
 

Illness, Dad’s decline and devotion of being a full-

time carer, roles reversed, learning to drive at 57, 

organising, driving, nursing, hotel empires dissolved 

into country village days and then ‘A widow’. 
 

HELLO Thorverton - Alive and kicking, driving, 

singing walking, travelling, WI, choir, history, 

jewellery classes, soup making for church week, 

bacon butties in the WI Hut on Saturday mornings, 

bingo in the memorial hall. Grandchildren 

multiplying and then great grandchildren too. Nanny 

Noo and her bidbuns. 
 

Strict dispenser of guidance although modern family 

divides were not in her frame work, none the less, 

best behaviour demanded and normally delivered, 

 “what would Nanny Noo say if she saw you doing 

that” instantly bringing shame on any errant child, 
 

Then the visits to the village and sherry at 12 or 11 or 

10, with a biscuit or cake, are you sure you don’t 

want lunch, sandwich, something to take with you,  

Fridge filled in expectation of feasts and family 

gatherings and always a serviette in a serviette ring, 

milk in a jug, never the bottle and butter in its own 

little dish with a lid and home-made marmalade, and 

a jar to take home if you are lucky. 
 

The village life was everything and 30 years after 

arriving an outsider, very much a villager, loved and 

looked after by so many. 
 

Sadly, the last few months needed Mum to be nearer 

her family and I know she missed her cottage and 

friends popping in, but she managed to see a few  

and then no more marching in and marching out, or 

serviettes and milk jugs, 

Although lots and lots of lovely memories. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held on 10
th
 July 2018. The latest meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane  

and on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

11
th

 September 2018 in the WI Hut at 7.30pm.  All are welcome  

to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Devon Air Ambulance Trust (DAAT): a public meeting, led by Toby Russell of DAAT, will take place on 

Wednesday 5
th
 September, 6.30 – 7.30pm, at the WI Hut and all are welcome to attend. Discussion will take 

place around whether a helicopter night landing site, at the Recreation Ground, is a good idea and, if so, what 

process needs to be followed to achieve such a project. There will be information at hand and an opportunity to 

ask questions but if you can’t make the evening you can e-mail any comments to me at thorvertonpc@gmail.com   

  

New Cemetery: permission to go ahead with the required further archaeology dig at the site off Dark Lane is now 

being sought from the Church Commissioners being the current land owners. It is hoped that the ‘community based 

dig’ will take place next spring and if you are interested in being part of this project please let me know if you have 

not already done so already. 

 

Dark Lane wall: quotes are now being sought for the required repairs to the wall and grant funding is being 

investigated. Further consideration will be given to the way forward on this matter at the September meeting.     

 

Planning: 

 a) 18/00977/HOUSE erection of a barn for ancillary domestic use and storage of tractor and garden machinery at 

Orchard House, Thorverton. The PC made no comment on this application.  

 b) 18/00986/CAT notification of intention to fell 1 Spruce tree within a Conservation Area at Black Rod, 1 

Jericho Street, Thorverton. The PC made no comment on this application.   

 c) 17/001716/FULL widening of the existing access to agricultural land at School Lane, Thorverton. It was 

resolved that a representative from the PC would attend the MDDC Planning Committee Meeting in which the 

decision on this application would be confirmed.  

d) 18/00656/HOUSE erection of two storey side extension and single storey extension to front and rear at 4 

Cleaves Close, Thorverton. Permission granted.  

e) 18/00245/FULL retention of shed and decking opposite Dinneford Spring, Thorverton. Permission granted. 

    

General Data Protection Regulations: following the announcement of new rules and regulations in May this 

year the PC has adopted Privacy Statements, in line with recommendations, together with a new GDPR Policy, a 

copy of which can be found on the website, and is working towards full compliance with requirements. 

 

Health and Safety Policy: a new Health and Safety policy has been adopted - a copy can be found on the 

website.  

          

Grant Giving Policy: the existing policy has been amended and a copy of this can be found on the website 

together with the application criteria and an application form. If you know of a local cause in need of funding 

please pass on this information. 

 

Permanent Post Office site: the PC resolved that it is not currently in a position to support a permanent post 

office building and/or site but that it would be in a position to provide support with replacement temporary 

accommodation when this becomes necessary.   

 

Village Tidy Up Day July 7
th

 2018: the PC was disappointed that only 12 residents attended this event, after 

such terrific support last year, but this did not stop a great deal of work from being completed throughout the 

morning and the PC would like to thank all those who helped. The Jubilee Green, Recreation Ground and Leigh 

Gardens are now tidy, there are two refurbished wooden benches in place on the Jubilee Green and the stream has 

been cleared. 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Thorverton Memorial Hall  
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

Looking back on the 

summer 

 
On Saturday 23 June the weather was perfect for a 

Beach Party at the Hall. The sun had shone all day, 

melting into a warm, balmy summer evening.  The 

Hall was brightly decorated with exotic tropical birds 

and beasts around the walls, a palm tree in the middle 

of the floor and a pretty cocktail bar offering a choice 

of summer drinks.  Later there was music and simple 

BBQ fare. This had all been well advertised around 

the village so it was disappointing that less that fifty 

people came along.  Those who did come were full of 

praise but wondered why there were so few people  

there. Members of the Committee had worked very 

hard to create this event and were equally surprised 

and disappointed by the number of participants. 

  

Three weeks later on 14 July the Fun Day was 

another lovely summer day but on this occasion the 

number of people who came for part or all of the day 

from 11.00 to 4.00 was very heartening.  Apart from 

the very varied stalls to visit and browse there were 

plenty of activities for young and old including the 

ever popular dog show and the lively duck race with 

over fifty entrants to finish the day.  There was also 

the craft fair which attracted many more participants 

this year from both adults and children, the latter 

submitting many clever and attractive drawings, 

paintings and imaginative models.  

 

When planning a programme of events the Hall 

Committee has to make decisions about what might 

be popular.  The Fun Day was a near certainty 

(providing the weather was kind, which it was).  The 

Beach Party was something new, a jump in the dark. 

We are sorry more people didn’t give it a try.  Please 

do take a risk with us sometimes: come along to 

enjoy what’s on offer.  And do tell us (any of the 

committee) if you have a suggestion for the future.  It 

is your hall! 

 

None of the Hall’s programme of events and 

activities would be possible if we didn’t have the 

support and assistance of many volunteers who give 

so generously of their time and energy.  So we held a 

little party for them on 25 August to thank them. 

THANK YOU all. 

 

Looking forward to the Autumn 

 
50/50 Sale: Saturday 27 October 

Family Halloween Party: Friday 2 November 

Holly Ball: Saturday 1 December 

Tree Lighting Ceremony:  Sunday 2 December. 

 

Memorial Hall Committee 
Sarah Addicott, Mike Baldwin, Lisa Browning, 

Roseanne Benn, Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, John 

Hodge, Claire Heaven-Roberts, Colin Marshall, Dave 

Reygate, Jenny Reygate, Mike Shelton. 

 

Funday photo by Mike Baldwin – more on back page 
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Notice Board  
 

 
 

A look at the Gospel of Luke 
Come and join the group in the 

Thorverton Arms snug 
Fridays 14th and 28th September.  

2.15 - 3.15 pm 
 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 
 

 

 

 

Welcome Café 
 
 

Every Monday, except Bank Holidays, we 

meet in the WI Hut for tea, cake and a chat 

from 2.30pm 

 
 

Anyone welcome, so please come & join us 
. 

 

 

Silverton Memory Café 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall, Silverton, 

every Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.   

All welcome. 

Contact Annette Emmerson on 01392 860983 or 

annettejean@hotmail.co.uk for further details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ringing for the Armistice 100 

 

Ringing Remembers is encouraging people to take up 

bell ringing and, in particular, to ring with others 

across the country on 11
th
 November 2018 to honour 

the 1,400 bell ringers who were lost during World 

War 1. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Jane Flaxington 

on 01392 860523 or by email to 

jlflax@gmail.com 

 

Table Tennis Open Evening 
 

On Friday 7
th

 September 

 

From 7.15 to 9.30pm 

 

At Newton St Cyres Parish Hall 

 

The Group meets every Friday evening.  This is a 

free “taster” session; normal charge is £2.50 for 

adults and £1.50 for children. Please wear clean-

soled trainers. 

 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jlflax@gmail.com


Focus on Thorverton  8         Vol 49 No 8 – September 2018 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

There will be No Coffee Morning at The 

Baptist Church in September 

 

THORVERTON CHURCH CHOIR     ♫ 

 

Our choir meets regularly throughout the year to sing 

a wide variety of great music together and to support 

the worship at Thorverton Church.  There is also an 

instrumental group which plays at family services. 

We are a very sociable group and all ages and 

abilities are welcome to join. 

 

Why not try something new or join us for our 

Christmas service on Sun Dec 23rd 5.00pm either to 

sing in the choir or just be part of the congregation? 

More details about that in the next Focus. 

 

Thursday Choir Practices at Thorverton 

Church   7.45 – 9.00pm 

Aug  30th 

Sep    6th 

Sep  13th 

Sep  27th 

Oct    4th 

 

Services with Choir at Thorverton Church 
Sun   Sep    2nd  Communion  Service  9.30am  

Sun   Sep  16th  Family Service  HARVEST 

9.30 for 10.00am start 

Sun   Sep  30th  Choral Evensong  6.00pm 

Sun   Oct    7th   Communion  Service  9.30am 
 

CONTACT :  
Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419  

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients 

 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

 

Jean Hawkins 860849.        John Kiely 861545. 

Doreen Beer 860731.    Stephen Roach 861042. 

MaryClare Smith 861916.   Dave Sleep 860678. 

Mary Hall 860532.               John Pizey 861711. 

Dave Cole 860030.      Lorraine Yarnell 861240. 

***John Owen-Jones 841085. 

***This driver only does surgery appointments. 

 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 

 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT ONE 

OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS 

POSSIBLE. 

 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the 

Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 

appreciated.  Donations should be given direct to the 

driver, who issues a receipt. 

 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up 

their time to help others in the community. Although 

they will do their best, they cannot always be 

available, so it may not always be possible to arrange 

a lift. 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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Church Services and News  
 

SEPTEMBER 2018 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 2 September Trinity 14 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  Lay Led  

10:00 am Open Door   Newton St Cyres Lay Led   

10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore SS 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury  Lay Led 

 

Sunday 9 September Trinity 15 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton  

09:30 am Family Service  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

10:00 am Informal Gathering   Stoke Canon   

11:15 am Service of the Word    Rewe Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne                                    H Alderson  

 

Sunday 16 September Trinity 16  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury D Francis 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton 

10:00 am  Harvest Festival   Thorverton  Lay Led 
   Joint with Baptist Church     

10:00 am Service of the Word   Poltimore  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion    [C] Brampford Speke D James  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

11:30 am Harvest Festival  Huxham Lay Led  

05:00 pm Communion by Extension  [C] Stoke Canon LF 

 

Sunday 23 September Trinity 17 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres SS 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton D Francis 

10:00 am Harvest Festival  Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Messy Church & Baptism   Stoke Canon  KC  

10:00 am Harvest Festival  Upton Pyne Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe SS 

03:00 pm  Harvest Festival  Netherexe  KC  

 

Sunday 30 September Trinity 18 

10:00 am Harvest Festival   Stoke Canon                             Lay Led & KC  

11:30 am Harvest Festival  Poltimore                                  Lay Led & KC  

11:15 am  Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

02:30 pm* Baptism   Thorverton KC 

06:00 pm Choral Evensong  Thorverton Lay Led  

06:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Huxham KC 

*Time to be confirmed 

Sunday 7 October Trinity 19 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  Lay Led  

10:00 am Open Door   Newton St Cyres Lay Led   

10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore SS 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury  Lay Led 

 

 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  11         Vol 49 No 8 – September 2018 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross    Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard   Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

Parish Letter 
Origins 
 

Those lazy summer days reading a book on a beach 

are drawing to a close. One of many great holiday 

reads this year has been Dan Brown's Origins. 

Without wanting to spoil it for anyone who is still 

planning a late beach holiday abroad (or just hasn't 

read it yet) -  it is based on something we all 

experience every day  and mostly don't think too 

much about – entropy. 

 

Fortunately for all of us, if you light a fire in a cold 

room the whole space warms up quite quickly. There 

is no reason why this should have to be the case. The 

fire could just stay hot and the rest of the room cold. 

We just happen to live in a universe that tends to like 

to share energy out equally (yes nature is truly 

egalitarian!). More than that once an equilibrium has 

been reached Nature goes all out to keep it that way. 

 

The best known example of this is a desert. All the 

little grains of sand take up more or less equal 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org


Focus on Thorverton  12         Vol 49 No 8 – September 2018 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

amounts of energy and any attempt to disrupt this by 

putting in more energy – strong winds for example – 

is rapidly absorbed by the movement of the sand that 

soon settles back into that familiar shape – sand 

dunes. It's argued that this is why deserts don't make 

sand castles or elaborate sand sculptures– it would 

constantly require more energy to be put in to 

maintain the shapes (not to mention a shed load of 

water – but let's not ruin a great metaphor). In fact a 

desert is often quoted as a model for the end of the 

universe - when all the stars have gone out and every 

little grain of energy is held in perfect balance for 

ever. So entropy is all about energy and the various 

ways it is dissipated in our universe. 

 

Now the biggest energy burst (not to mention the 

origin of time) happened a few billion years ago 

when for some reason (or maybe no reason 

depending on your point of view) an unimaginably 

massive amount of the stuff was released. This 

happened in such a way that no more energy could be 

created but also none of it could be destroyed 

(anyone remember Newton?). Suddenly (and I mean 

mind-bendingly suddenly) everything went from 

really small to really big. For a few million years the 

energy bashed itself together forming denser and 

denser chunks until eventually it got so compressed it 

imploded releasing huge amounts of heat and light – 

stars were born (yes light really did come out of the 

darkness). Some of the bits left over from these stars 

in turn bashed themselves together to make planets 

and on some of these all the various chemicals 

formed along the way absorbed even more energy 

from the blazing stars until eventually life itself was 

created. 

 

The slight problem with this story is that the many 

attempts to recreate and model the chemical soup and 

conditions of the early universe have failed to show 

that life is spontaneously created in this way. I will 

leave Mr Brown to give you his entertaining take on 

all of this but there is another point to his book – if 

life did evolve in this way does that mean the end of 

all religions? 

 

Putting aside the fact that philosophers have argued 

for centuries there is no need for a God (things can 

just be the way they are) this seems to hinge on how 

you look at the arguments and the various premises. 

We have - big bang to stars to planets and a natural 

state that wants to dissipate energy which may well 

lead to the creation of life itself. You might argue - 

what a great example of a random product of random 

events occurring over time under the influence of a 

few physical properties of matter. Put another way, is 

life a by-product of a random cosmic event or one of 

amazing design that has the intention and purpose of 

a divine creator behind it and which continues to 

fascinate and challenge the imaginations and the 

beliefs not only of writers but all of us? 

      

        Stewart Clapp 

    Upton Pyne  

 

 
 
Baptist Church  

 
Holiday Plans 

 

We went off to Cornwall to join some of our family 

for a short break and ended up with three breaks - 

unfortunately all of them in Fiona's left ankle!  - 

which goes to show that things don't always work out 

according to plan.   

 

What we call the feeding of the five thousand is the 

only miracle recorded in all four gospels, which 

means it should be considered as particularly 

important.  It began with plans for a short break from 

all the busy activities of teaching, preaching and 

healing that Jesus and his disciples had been involved 

in for some time.  No doubt the disciples were 

relieved when their Master invited them to take time 

off from all that in order to rest for a while. 

 

But imagine their disagreeable sense of surprise 

when they disembarked from their short trip across 

the top part of Lake Galilee to find a huge crowd 

waiting for them.  The boat party had been followed 

by large numbers of people who had spotted their 

getaway and followed them via the land route.  To 

the chagrin of the disciples, not only did Jesus not 

send the crowd away, he actually welcomed them! 

 So began a full day of teaching and healing - the 

very activities they had hoped to get away from. 

 Towards evening, the disciples felt they should make 

some arrangements to feed the crowd but it soon 

became obvious that with the huge needs and the tiny 

supplies a miracle was needed.  Jesus performed one! 

 A handful of loaves and a couple of fish sufficed to 

provide all those present with enough and to spare. 

 

'I am the bread of life' said Jesus on another occasion. 

 This great miracle of the multiplication of the loaves 

- another description of the feeding of the five 

thousand - was proof of his ability to provide both 

spiritual and physical sustenance to all who need it. 

 
 

Maurice Harrison 
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Women’s Institute  
July 2018 

This month, Sue Knox, a very knowledgeable, 

enthusiastic lady joined us to explain the history of 

the Haldon Tower, also known as Haldon Belvedere 

or Laurence Castle. 

 

Haldon Belvedere, originally known as Lawrence 

Castle was built by Sir Robert Palk on a ridge above 

his home, Haldon House in 1788.  Robert had 

gathered his wealth whilst working with the East 

India Company and as Paymaster and Commissary in 

the field to the Indian Army.  He built Haldon 

Belvedere as a memorial to his great friend Major 

General Stringer Lawrence with whom he had 

associated in India. 

 

When Robert Palk died at the end of the eighteenth 

century the Haldon House estate was left to his 

descendants.  His grandson was a successful 

developer and was responsible for many projects in 

Torquay.  However, the next grandson was a gambler 

– and spent vast sums of money on Spider Racing! 

This sport apparently involved all punters providing a 

spider, each spider was placed on the edge of a tin 

plate which was suspended over a burning candle – 

the winner was the owner of the last spider to fall 

from the plate!!  Poor spiders.  Money disappeared 

rapidly and early in the 1900’s Haldon House was 

sold to the Bannatyne Family.  It was offered for sale 

again in 1925, and there being no interest was sold 

for scrap, all except the left wing which has now 

become the Haldon Hotel, a Best Western.  The 

Tower was sold separately to the Dale Family who 

opened it as a tea room until it was taken over by the 

army during World War Two.  After the war, two 

brothers from the Dale Family lived very primitively 

there and during the following years no maintenance 

was carried out.  When the brothers become unable to 

cope, the Tower was taken over by the Stringer 

Lawrence Memorial Trust.  It was then beautifully 

restored with its ornate plasterwork, gothic style 

doors and windows, fabulous mahogany flooring and 

stone cantilevered spiral staircase.  In 2016 it 

underwent a massive exterior renovation and is now a 

highly sought after, unique wedding venue, having an 

apartment on the third floor and a roof top level with 

stunning views over Exeter and much of Devon.   

 

WI Outing – Tuesday 31
st
 July 

Members and guests travelled to Colyton where we 

stepped back in time and boarded a tram.  Timing is 

everything – we were lucky enough to be at the head 

of a queue and therefore able to sit on the top deck of 

the tram for the twenty minute journey to Seaton.  

We enjoyed a fish and chip lunch together before 

spending a couple of hours in the beautiful summer 

sunshine admiring the stunning coastal scenery of 

Devon.  We returned to Colyton on the tram and then 

back to Thorverton having had a very pleasant day 

out. 

 

August Meeting 

Tulita Cross joined our members to showcase her 

beautiful beaded jewellery and share some of the 

making processes.  She told us that all the designs 

were simply based on counting and repetition, and 

that the only equipment needed was a magnifier, 

needles, pliers, thread (fishing line – 6lb or more 

breaking strength), a beading mat and good light. It 

all sounded so easy!   Tulita told us she had been 

making jewellery for about five years and was 

introduced to the craft at a beading class where she 

was shown the basics.  Someone then gave her a 

beading magazine and she decided she would need 

no more lessons, she could get ideas and use 

instructions from magazines, and so she has 

developed her skills by herself. We watched carefully 

while Tulita demonstrated and we realized how much 

patience was needed.  She let a couple of us loose 

with beads and a design she had begun – much 

concentration was needed.  Tulita is extremely 

talented and she has a very artistic eye for colour – 

her necklaces and bracelets are stunning. 

  

September Meeting – Tuesday, 4
th

 September at 

7.30 – Beetle Drive.   Anyone welcome, come and 

enjoy a game and supper with us. 

 

Judy Bright 
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Fun Day 
 
I hope that you enjoyed the Fun Day in mid-July.  

The weather was kind and I was pleased to note that 

not only was the dog show well supported as always, 

but also there were far more entries in the Home 

Craft classes this year.  The afternoon was rounded 

off by a couple of duck races. 

 

I am pleased to be able to reproduce below Mary 

Ette’s winning poem; Alison Marshall’s prize-

winning poem; and Peter Colebrook’s recipe for 

medlar jelly (from the pulp of which he made his 

winning medlar and apple chutney). I will print the 

winning photographic entry in the winter (the theme 

was Thorverton in Winter, after all): 

 

The  Dark Wood 

 

The dark wood closes in 

And wraps me in its shadows. 

Old trees bend and twist, 

Their leaves brush my skin. 

 

Spiders’ webs stroke my face, 

Ferns lean and caress my arms. 

Branches twist and touch my hair 

In this deep and secret place . 

 

The path bends to the right 

To show a leaning  gate . 

Sunbeams  point down  to the floor, 

And  I walk towards the light. 

 

Mary Ette 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Alison Marshall 

  

 

Medlar Jelly 

 

I have relied on friends to supply us with medlars in 

November but planted a medlar tree a couple of years 

ago and look forward to having my own supply. To 

make the jelly and chutney below, use semi-bletted 

fruit (or an equal mix of fruit that’s bletted and not) 

to get enough pectin for a good set. See below for 

how to “blet” medlars. Don’t mash the simmering 
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fruit or squeeze through the muslin as this will result 

in a cloudy jelly. 

 

INGREDIENTS 
1kg medlars, halved  

Juice of half a lemon 

500g caster sugar, approx. (I tend to use one third 

jam sugar to two thirds caster rather than all caster). 

1 vanilla pod, split along its length 

 

METHOD 
Put the medlars in a large pan with the lemon juice 

and just enough water to cover. Bring to the boil, 

reduce the heat and simmer for an hour. Strain 

overnight through a jelly bag or muslin into a bowl. 

Put a saucer into the freezer. Measure the juice and 

pour into a clean pan. For each 500ml of juice, add 

375g of sugar. Add the vanilla pod and warm gently, 

stirring, until the sugar has dissolved. Turn up the 

heat and boil, without stirring, for five minutes.  

 

Test the jelly for the setting point by dribbling a little 

jelly on to a chilled saucer, leaving it for a minute 

and then pushing it with your finger. If it wrinkles, 

it’s done. Allow another few minutes’ boiling if the 

setting point hasn’t been reached and test again. 

Repeat if necessary. 

 

Pour into sterilised, warm jars and seal. The jelly will 

keep, sealed, in a cool, dark place, for at least 12 

months.  

 

Don’t throw the pulp on the compost heap. Sieved, it 

can be used to make chutney. 

 

To blet medlars                                                                                                                                

Medlars are usually bought rock hard and have to be 

softened. Pull them off their leaves and place the 

whole fruits on a shallow plate. Don't pile them up. 

Leave them at a cool room temperature for a couple of 

weeks or so until they turn deep brown and are soft, 

almost squashy, to the touch. They are then ready to 

use. 

 

Medlar and Apple Chutney 
 

INGREDIENTS 
3-4 tbsp sunflower oil 

4 tbsp mustard seeds 

2 tbsp crushed black peppercorns 

1 tbsp fenugreek seeds 

1 tbsp ground cumin 

2 tsp turmeric 

1 bulb of garlic, peeled and grated  

5-7cm piece of fresh ginger, peeled and grated 

6 fresh red chillies, deseeded and finely chopped 

2kg Bramley apples, cored and chopped 

500g dark Muscovado sugar 

500ml cider vinegar 

2 tbsp salt 

The left-over pulp from the medlar jelly  

 

METHOD  
Warm the oil in a large, heavy-bottomed saucepan over 

a medium heat and add the spices, stirring well and 

frying until the mustard seeds just begin to pop. This 

will only take a minute or so – be careful not to scorch 

the spices. Add the garlic, ginger and chillies, stir well, 

and fry gently for few minutes.  

 

Tip the chopped apples into a large preserving pan and 

pour over the spices. Add the sugar, vinegar and salt, 

along with the left over pulp from the medlar jelly. 

 

Stir over a low heat until the sugar dissolves, then 

simmer for about 2 hours until thickened, stirring 

occasionally and adding a little water if you think it’s 

beginning to look too thick. 

 

Bottle in warm, sterilised jars, filling the jars really full 

as the mixture will shrink slightly as it cools. Seal with 

vinegar-proof lids.  
Peter Colebrook 

 

So there – the secret is out. 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  16         Vol 49 No 8 – September 2018 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd                
Supporting Thorverton Post Office       

 

Many thanks to those who have paid up, but we still need more of you to become TCT members and help 

to keep a post office here in Thorverton. It’s just £10 per person per annum.        

  

Please use the form below, ask for one at the post office or contact me if you wish to pay by bank transfer 

or have any questions.        

                   

We look forward to your continuing regular custom at our post office and paper shop/stationers.  

Don’t forget that we are in effect your local bank and these are becoming fewer and fewer as you know.   

 
Heather Kershaw     01392 860419      TCT Ltd Chair and Company Secretary 

Jan Hamilton           07764 461575      TCT Ltd Business Manager 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
 

I/we 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

(address + 

postcode)……………………………………………………………………………………........................................ 

 

......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

  

(e-mail)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the 

provisions of its Memorandum and Articles of Association  

(see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 

 

OR 

wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 

 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2018– 5/2019 (cheques payable to Thorverton 

Co-operative Trust Ltd) 

 

I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these contact details for the purposes of running TCT Ltd and 

Thorverton Post Office. I understand that these details will not be shared with third parties. 

 

 

(signature(s))……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to                                                

Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary                                                          

c/o  Thorverton Post Office  or post/deliver to  

TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS 

lease help to keep a post office here in Thorverton by becoming a member of TCT or renewing your membership 

ASAP : £10 per person per annum.  

 



Focus on Thorverton  17         Vol 49 No 8 – September 2018 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

One hundred years on (Part 3) 
Two more postcards from World War 1 below, lent to us by Alex Fice, as part of our commemoration of the 

centenary of the end of the War: 

 
 

 
 

Football Club 
Well, as I write this the 2018/19 season has just 

begun, with the two Thorverton teams in divisions 

2 and 7 of the Devon and Exeter League.  The only 

fixture currently published is on Saturday 1
st
 

September when the second team host Cheriton 

Fitzpaine Seconds, with a 3pm kick-off.  There 

should be matches most Saturday afternoons, 

ground conditions permitting, so do get along to 

the Rec to cheer the teams on. 

 

Thorverton Calendar for 2019 
Time is running out for you to get in photos for 

consideration for the proposed Thorverton 

Calendar for 2019.   

 

Please submit any photos or event dates for 

consideration for use in the calendar to Neville 

Lane, Focus Editor, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton, or 

by email to thorvertonfocus@gmail.com by 8
th

 

September.  If we don’t receive enough photos 

there will be no calendar, so its success is in your 

hands.  Any photos used will be credited to the 

photographer. 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  

 
The beginning of August saw a very successful Club 

Finals Day, which combined the official opening of 

our newly extended Clubhouse with the finals of our 

Ladies and Open Singles, Ladies and Mens Doubles, 

and Mixed Doubles. It was beautiful weather - 

although very hot for the players - and  there was 

some excellent and very exciting tennis. We all 

enjoyed a glass of Prosecco to toast the clubhouse 

and thank all involved: in particular, Viridor Credits 

for the grant which part funded the project, Leslie 

Hampson of the  Little Lodge Company who did the 

building work, RW Flooring, Exeter Doors and 

Windows and member Martyn Hopwood who project 

managed the 

build. 

The old hut, originally a beach hut that was moved 

from Exmouth in the 60s, had been woefully 

inadequate for many years but funding a new build or 

a renovation had not been possible until Viridor 

Credits recognised the Club’s potential in a growing 

community and awarded us a grant.  

The extensions include a viewing area overlooking 

the courts, a changing and storage area and new 

kitchen facilities. The interior and exterior have been 

completely repainted and the floor recovered. The 

clubhouse now has the facilities for members to host 

guests and visiting teams in comfort and for 

spectators to watch tennis being played in the warmth 

of the new viewing area. We are all very pleased with 

it and look forward to the winter season of League 

matches and club play.   

The new term of Junior Coaching sessions starts 

again on Wednesday afternoons and evenings in 

September for children from 5 to 17. If you are 

interested in these please contact our Juniors Officer 

Alice Dowle on 07596 704458. For all other 

enquiries please see our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk or contact our 

Membership Secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259 

Sally Baldwin 

 

The new hut pictured below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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David Attenborough's Fly 
 

David is sitting at a table outside a South Bank restaurant, Tower Bridge in the distance.  He orders steak, 

salad and boiled potatoes. 

His food arrives, and seconds later, a fly lands gracefully on his steak. 

David, delighted, tells us: it's a blow fly and its kind have been buzzing around for at least 25 million 

years. 

Its abilities are truly remarkable. The blow fly takes this as a compliment, loops the loop and proceeds to 

tuck in. 

Next – a human touch with which we can sympathise - David unexpectedly strikes at it with the menu. 

We understand how he feels, but we are mistaken. This is the jet fighter of the insect world, David says 

admiringly as the fighter takes off, lands and resumes its meal, all in colourful close-up. 

It has its own version of a fighter pilot's instrument panel. To show its appreciation, the fly loops the loop 

twice. 

And to think, David adds as he shakes his head and resumes his meal, that we tend to dismiss these 

creatures as irritating pests! 

 Andrew Hoellering 

 
 

Village Tidy-Up Day 
Evidence of parish councillor involvement at the Tidy-Up Day in early-July (Hilary Lawson and David Waldron): 
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The NHS needs you…. 
Although it is still summer (and what a fantastic one) 

the NHS has been planning its winter Flu vaccination 

campaign since the sun started to shine.  Last January 

and February we experienced our worst Flu season 

for several years with a marked increase in patients 

we saw both at the surgery and at home.  Flu is a 

horrible illness that affects all ages and produces 

fevers, aches pains and feelings of exhaustion 

throughout its 7 – 10 day duration.  It then often 

takes patients many weeks to fully recover.  Elderly 

patients and all those with long term conditions are 

particularly vulnerable to further serious illness if 

they are infected. 

 

The vaccination campaign is all about reducing the 

number of patients who carry the virus so controlling 

its spread to everyone. The injection substantially 

reduces your risk of catching flu and has no 

significant side effects.  As well as reducing your 

individual chances of infection the vaccine reduces 

everyone’s risks; the more people who are vaccinated 

the less illness we will see everywhere.  

 

Flu infections peak in January and February for two 

main reasons.  This is the time the virus takes to 

spread on its cycle around the world (our strains each 

year are those most virulent in the Southern 

Hemisphere winter during the previous six months) 

and also the clustering of everyone together in warm 

moist rooms in December is a perfect breeding 

ground for cross infection.  It is therefore important 

to get the vaccination programme completed by the 

end of November.  This year we are structuring our 

Flu Clinics differently to try and make them more 

efficient and effective.  There will be two Saturday 

morning drop-in sessions.  The first is on Saturday 

20th October for patients over 75 years and those 

with long term conditions (Diabetes, Asthma, 

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease). The 

second will be held on Saturday 10th November for 

everyone 65 – 74 years and any eligible patients who 

did not make the first session. Children aged 2 – 4 

can come to either session.  We will not be booking 

appointments, just drop in during the morning, we 

will have several of us jabbing away so there will not 

be a long wait at any time.  

 

The vaccination campaign is truly a war against 

influenza as the virus does have the ability to cripple 

the NHS over the winter months.  So please do your 

duty and if eligible have your free jab.  If you are not 

in the groups covered by the NHS I would still 

strongly encourage you to get vaccinated – 

unfortunately we do not have the supplies at the 

surgery to do this but the Government are ensuring 

you can pay a small price to have it administered at a 

pharmacy.  

 

A quick jab saves lives. 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 

Recipes  

 

Pickled Cucumber 

 

This is good with cold meat, smoked fish, and on 

open sandwiches. 

 

1½ cucumbers 

100g (4oz) thinly sliced shallots 

2 tablespoons salt 

½ pint white (distilled) or cider vinegar 

125g (5oz) caster sugar 

2 teaspoons dill seed 

 

Wipe the cucumbers, cut in half lengthways and slice 

thinly. Place in a basin with the sliced onions. 

Sprinkle with the salt and leave for an hour. Rinse 

thoroughly in cold water, drain well and pack into 

preserving jars. Place the vinegar, sugar and dill seed 

in a saucepan and bring to the boil stirring to dissolve 

the sugar. Boil for 3 minutes and pour over the 

cucumber and sliced onions. Seal immediately, label 

and store for 2-3 weeks before using. 

 

Blackberry Fool 

 

Make the most of this season’s crop of blackberries.  

 

1 lb (500g) blackberries 

 Juice of half a lemon 

3 tablespoons granulated sugar.  

1 teaspoon cornflour  

Thick natural yogurt  

 

Put blackberries, lemon juice and sugar in a 

saucepan, bring to the boil, stirring gently (to keep 

the blackberries whole), and simmer for 2 minutes.  

Mix cornflour with a little water, add to pan and 

bring back to boil. Allow to cool, and stir into yogurt 

for a healthy pudding.  

 

Good for breakfast too! 

 

Paul Cleave (Sustainable Crediton) 



Focus on Thorverton  21         Vol 49 No 8 – September 2018 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TARTS News 
 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and 

Trampers 
 

 

Recent walks: 

 

Saturday 23
rd

 June  

 

We were blessed by a day of bright, clear, warm 

weather. Assembling at the car park in Noss Mayo, 

we admired the small dwellings of this former fishing 

village and the views across Newton Creek to 

Newton Ferrers.  

 

After following the creek east, we struck south on a 

footpath that led us over the crest of the peninsula, 

which is bounded by branches of the river Yealm to 

the north and the sea to the south. We descended 

south to visit the partly restored church of St Peter 

the poor fisherman. On a Saxon site with some fabric 

going back to the C13, the church was founded 

outside the village supposedly as a landmark for 

fishermen. It was allowed to become derelict in the 

1870’s, when a new parish church was built by the 

Barings in Noss itself. 

 

Ascending from the church, we reached Revelstoke 

Drive, the scenic balcony route that follows the 

contour above the spectacular coastline of vertically 

aligned slate. The drive was constructed in the 1880’s 

at the behest of the extravagant and fabulously 

wealthy Edward Charles Baring, 1
st
 baron Revelstoke 

(1828 – 1897), who also built an opulent county 

mansion for himself at the nearby village of 

Membland. He was once the wealthiest banker in 

Britain on a par with the Rothschilds. His family 

fortunes had been built from the 1760’s in the wool 

trade in Exeter, where the first branch of Baring’s 

bank was established next to the Royal Clarence 

Hotel.  

 

We followed the drive west admiring views over the 

sea, over Membury Bay and, further west, to the 

entrance to Plymouth Sound. The rocky island of the 

Great Mew Stone was clearly seen.  

Sauntering along the level, grassed drive, we 

followed it to the mouth of the Yealm estuary and 

turned east to pass through plantations that provided 

intermittent views of extensive yacht moorings. 

 

Completing our circuit at the Ship Inn we slaked our 

thirsts on the sunny terrace overlooking Noss Creek; 

an entirely idyllic hike. 

 

Saturday 7
th
 July 

 

Nine TARTS braved the heat for the 9 mile walk 

starting from Fingle Bridge. The walk started with a 

stiff climb of around ¼ mile – the longest climb of 

the walk, good to get it out of the way early. The 

weather was warm and sunny, but the trees which 

lined the lane provided shade as we climbed, and 

there were lovely views across the rolling Devon 

hills. As we climbed there were views back across 

the countryside to Dartmoor.  

 

We stopped for a lovely lunch at the Old Thatch Inn 

at Cheriton Bishop. The staff there were very 

accommodating and even helped us move some 

tables in the beer garden so we could all sit together. 

It had been a tough climb and as the days are long at 

this time of year we lingered over lunch, some of us 

even partaking of an ice cream afterward! Part of the 

group decided to take in an extra ½ mile or so to visit 

the church, with its impressive rood screen and its 

colourful depiction of the saints.  

 

After lunch our route took us along the road, 

surprisingly busy for the time of year, and the asphalt 

hard on the legs and radiating heat from the sun. 

Eventually we turned off to a green lane to Clifford 

Bridge, across the river Teign.  

 

The final leg of our walk was a lovely 2 ½ amble 

along the banks of the river Teign back to Fingle 

Bridge. We were, alas, too late for a cream tea, but a 

cup of tea was welcome refreshment after a long 

walk. 

 

 Saturday August 11 

 

Nine TARTS, including Mike’s daughter visiting 

from Italy, and Scrumpy set off from a cloudy 

Thorverton. The starting point of our 7.5 mile walk 

was the car park at Castle Drogo.  The weather did 

not look too good on the way, low cloud and mist in 

the distance. However the drizzle stopped soon after 

we started off. The first section was downhill firstly 

to join the Hunters Path and then along the bank of 

the River Teign. We had to cross a bridge; the 

guidebook said “Cross the iron bridge carefully-two 

previous bridges have been washed away”! The best 

part of the crossing turned out to be the views up the 

river. We followed the bank of the river the other 

side for a while but then started the long steady 

ascent up through Whiddon Wood and Hannicombe 

Wood. We had a few stops along the way as Jenny 
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spotted various creatures and after repeated requests 

our leader agreed to a coffee stop half way up. 

Our eventual summit was Cranbrook Castle an old 

Iron Age fortress. The guidebook says “It has been a 

long climb, but is there a finer view anywhere on this 

part of Dartmoor?”. This was an ideal spot to have 

our lunch especially as we had finally left behind the 

flies which had plagued us on the walk up. 

As we finished lunch it started to drizzle again so we 

started off on our descent towards Fingle Bridge. On 

the way down Mike wanted us to keep a lookout for 

the Fingle Bridge Cross which he had failed to find 

on Caroline’s recent walk. We did manage to find it 

slightly to the right of the track.  

Mike and others will find  http://www.dartmoor-

crosses.org.uk/fingle_bridge.htm gives a lot of 

information on the cross. 

 Weather forecast watchers in the party said we were 

due for heavy rain and that it might be wise to stop at 

the Fingle Bridge Inn for refreshment whilst it 

cleared. But it was not to be as the drizzle soon 

stopped although some of the party in need of retail 

therapy did stop at a stall outside the Inn. 

Our route back to Castle Drogo was up (literally) the 

Hunters Path a popular route for those doing short 

walks from Fingle Bridge to Castle Drogo. Of course 

on getting back to the car-park we stopped at the cafe 

for tea and cakes before travelling back to 

Thorverton to find the heavy rain we had expected on 

Dartmoor had been diverted to Thorverton during the 

day. 

 

Future walks: 

 

Sunday 9th September - A walk from Meldon led by 

Jenny. Catch the steam train from Okehampton to 

Meldon - the last run of the season! More details to 

follow. 

Saturday 22nd September - led by Anne and Jerry. 

Saturday 13th October - led by Jean or Jenny 

Saturday 27th October  - led by Mike. 

Saturday 10th November - led by Caroline 

Saturday 24th November - led by Graeme. 

Saturday 8th December - an afternoon walk led by 

Jerry (so people can attend the Christmas Saturday 

market) 

Saturday 22nd December - Tarts Killerton Christmas 

amble - provisionally followed by the Christmas 

meal.  

Saturday 5th January - volunteer needed for the first 

walk of 2019! 

 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are suitable for 

dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 

miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise 

details of each walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) 

will be displayed approximately a week before the walk in the 

Old Post Office Window and on the village notice board. If you 

would like to be included on the email list contact Caroline 

(07749775304) or Graeme (860203). 

Caroline Prince  

http://www.dartmoor-crosses.org.uk/fingle_bridge.htm
http://www.dartmoor-crosses.org.uk/fingle_bridge.htm


Focus on Thorverton  23         Vol 49 No 8 – September 2018 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TARTS  at Castle Drogo Photo by Mike Stannard’s daughter Pip 

 

Poetry 
 

Life’s rugged road 

Life’s like that, 

It picks you up, 

Then knocks you flat, 

It’s a mixture of both joy and woe, 

To live full life we undergo  

Years of happiness, followed by 

Times that make one fret and cry. 

Real friends are those, genuine and true 

Who in all times are there for you. 

If you in turn are staunch and kind 

Peace in sadness you will find; 

’Though some might snub you – do not heed, 

Maybe it’s their sad hearts that bleed, 

Turn the other check and smile, 

Forgiveness eases many a mile 

Along life’s rough and rugged road 

And kindness lightens someone’s load. 

Yes – life’s like that! 

It picks you up 

Then knocks you flat, 

Deal with it as you must; 

But try to keep both faith and trust. 

 

                                                  Doreen Beer  
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Legal Eagle 
 

Recently, in the case of Pimlico Plumbers Limited 

and Another –v- Smith [2018], the Supreme Court 

was required to consider whether Mr Smith was self-

employed or an employee/worker for the purposes of 

legislation conferring employment rights. 

 

The question is an important one for a number of 

reasons, most particularly, in determining whether an 

individual may claim the benefit of such legislation. 

Whilst one might have hoped that the legislation 

itself would provide a sufficiently clear description of 

those entitled to benefit, the truth is that the 

legislation provides no more than an outline 

distinction between the various ways in which a 

person may sell their labour. 

 

In consequence, it has been left to the courts to 

develop appropriate tests for the purpose of 

determining whether an individual might properly be 

regarded as an independent contract or an 

employee/worker. These tests have, over the years, 

changed in order to reflect the increasing technical 

and skilled nature of work undertaken. 

 

Historically the control test was used; if a person 

could tell another what to do, when and how to do it, 

then their relationship was that of 

employer/employee. Clearly, in many situations 

today, whilst the ‘when’ and the ‘what’ might hold 

good, the ‘how’ has become obsolete. The control 

test was, therefore replaced by the 

organization/integration test which asks whether a 

person’s work is done as an integral part of the 

business. If the answer is ‘yes’ then the relationship 

is that of employer/employee. 

 

Again, however, this test fell-short of what was 

required and was in turn replaced by the multiple 

(economic reality) test. As a result of this test, no one 

element of a contract is conclusive; the court will 

have regard, for example to powers of selection and 

dismissal, right to control, form of payment. In 

essence this test requires that all the relevant facts be 

looked at to determine, in the absence of an 

unambiguous or unequivocal written contract, what it 

was that the parties intended. In particular, an 

obligation to render one’s own work and skill plus a 

sufficient degree of control, which could cover, 

manner, means, time and place, were factors which 

argued strongly in favour of an employer/employee 

relationship.  

 

Finally, the “mutuality of obligation” test. Was there 

an obligation on one party to provide work and a 

corresponding on the other party to perform the 

work? Again, if “yes” then the relationship, without 

more, would be that of employer/employee. 

 

So that brings us to Mr Smith and Pimlico Plumbers. 

Mr Smith had entered into two written agreements 

with Pimlico (2005) and (2009). When the case was 

before the Employment Appeal Tribunal the judge 

had concluded that on the one hand, Pimlico wanted 

to present their operatives as part of its workforce but 

that, on the other, it wanted to render them self-

employed in business on their own account; and that 

the contractual documents had been “carefully 

choreographed” to serve those inconsistent purposes. 

 

Of particular importance, however, was that the 

judge identified a third objective linked to the first, 

namely to enable Pimlico to exert a substantial 

measure of control over its operatives by requiring 

the wearing of branded Pimlico Uniform, drive its 

branded van, to which Pimlico applied a tracker, 

carry its identity card and closely follow the 

administrative instructions of its control room. This 

element of control, plus the terms as to when and 

how much Pimlico were obliged to pay Mr Smith, 

agrued strongly in favour of an employer/employee 

relationship. 

 

The Supreme Court held that on the evidence before 

it, the tribunal was, by a reasonable margin, entitled 

to conclude that Mr Smith was an employee/worker 

and as a consequence entitled to the benefit of the 

relevant legislation. 

 

Control therefore remains an important element in 

determining the nature of the relationship; today, 

however, the test has changed from being one of 

actual control to being one of the right to control. 

This reflects the fact that today employees enjoy 

greater autonomy in their employment than was the 

case at the time when the test was first developed. 

 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Balance Classes 
 

Balance Classes will be starting again in September. 

They are designed for people who are unsteady on 

their feet and at risk of falling. The aim of these 

sessions is to improve balance, coordination, leg 

strength and help to prevent falls. This is a venture 

sponsored by The Friends of Wyndham House 

Surgery and is fully supervised by Margaret 

Clough, a trained instructor who is helped by some 

very experienced volunteer assistants. It is hoped that 

the participants will find the activities sociable, 

enjoyable and should notice an improvement in their 

balance, co ordination and confidence as a result. 
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The Balance Classes are held on Thursday   

mornings in Silverton Community Hall 

(Millennium Hall) and run for 6 weeks, with a 

further 6 week course at a slightly more advanced 

level. Although they are paid for by The Friends of 

Wyndham House Surgery, they are open to anyone 

living in Silverton or neighbouring villages who 

would benefit from attending. There is no charge but 

donations are always welcome and can be made to 

the Friends of Wyndham House Surgery at the 

Surgery, or there will be a donation box at the 

classes. Places are limited, so participants would be 

expected to attend the whole course unless they 

became unwell. 

Surveys from previous participants have rated the 

classes as excellent, enjoyable and of great benefit. 

If you would like to join the classes or would like 

further information, please leave a message on my 

Mobile phone or email address or at Wyndham 

House Surgery 01392 860034 and I will contact you. 

People who have attended the classes in the past but 

feel that another course would benefit them, can also 

apply.  

 

Trish Jones 

Balance Class Volunteer and Co-ordinator 

 
History Society 
 

Thorverton & District History Society,  

June visit to Lower Ebear Farm Museum  

 
A choice of village activities and some sporting event 

in Russia conspired to reduce numbers for our June 

23rd visit to Lower Ebear Farmhouse Museum on the 

outskirts of Westleigh, betwixt Tiverton and 

Wellington. This private collection of Mr and Mrs 

Roland contains a rich and comprehensive archive 

recording the social history of the three Parishes of 

Holcombe Rogus, Burlescombe and Westleigh, 

together with an eclectic collection of personal, 

household, horticultural and agricultural items, tools 

and equipment from the last century. 

 

After an introduction by Mr Roland, explaining the 

museum has grown simply by a reluctance to throw 

anything away, our group of ten members divided 

unheralded into two - those with a passion for 

delving into the records and press cuttings exploring 

local social history, while others headed upstairs and 

into adjoining sheds to be fascinated by the 

thousands of items charting the gradual 

modernisation and mechanisation of life, households 

tasks, at work and play. 

 

A 1936 bill for £1.10s.0d for a doctor’s attendance 

and medication for a poorly child, would have put a 

strain on the family budget (equating to over £100 in 

today’s money) and reminded us of the value of our 

NHS.  

 

Toys, cameras, early washing machine, pig ladder, 

rotavators, oil lamps, gramophones, valve grinder, 

jelly moulds and lathe – if you can think of it, it’s 

probably there. Once famous names in British 

motorcycle history were well represented, with pride 

of place taken by a lovingly restored AJS, equipped 

with acetylene lighting, the gas piped to both front 

and rear lights, neither bright enough to alert enemy 

bombers I suspect. In the background lurked a rather 

sad looking early 49cc moped from the 1950’s which 

its German maker, NSU, optimistically named 

“Quickly”.  

 

As with all museums after an hour or so of absorbing 

facts and images the brain says “enough is enough” 

and it was time for some fresh air  to view the wide 

collection of human powered hoes, seed drills, etc. 

assembled on the lawn  - all from an era when 

vegetables were grown, cooked and eaten in the same 

parish. Looking east across a wide field of grass we 

could see a stretch of the Tiverton canal, the main 

railway line and the M5 – over two centuries of 

transport history in view.   The weather for our visit 

could not have been better; allowing us to see Lower 

Ebear’s lovingly tended gardens at their best. Our 

most enjoyable visit concluded in the parlour with 

high tea including, sandwiches, cakes, homemade 

raspberry jam and cream on traditional Chudleighs 

(cream first – we were still in Devon!). Whilst the 

museum does not have regular opening hours the 

owners open occasionally in aid of Hospiscare 

Tiverton Day Centre.              

Barrie Phillips 

            

The next meeting of Thorverton & District History 

Society is on Friday 28
th
 September, 7:30 pm at the 

WI.  Author, producer, scriptwriter and former 

Sunday Times foreign correspondent Felicity 

Goodall discusses remains of the past and events that 

have formed today’s Devon.  
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Photo montage by Robin Blythe-Lord 
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Thorverton Cream Tea 
 

The Royal British Legion would like to thank all the 

people who [on a very wet day] supported the 

“Cream Tea” on the 11
th
 August 2018 at Thorverton 

house. 

 

We would also like to thank all the people who 

bought our delivery cream teas [91] and to the people 

who generously gave donations thank you. 

 

 

 

 

We raised £1,400 a fantastic amount of money a lot 

more than we thought given it being a very wet day, 

we are planning to give the “Poppy Appeal” £700 

and the Thorverton Branch of the RBL £700. 

 

I would like to thank Claire and Reece Roberts once 

again for their terrific venue and to all the team who 

prepared the site and worked so hard on the day. 

Once again thank you for all your help and support.  

Alex Fice  

Thorverton RBL 

 

. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo above supplied by Alex Fice 
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Where in Thorverton? 
Do you know where the following locations are?  Please submit your answers to the Editor by 10

th
 September. (I 

have not included a map this time, so will rely on location descriptions, unless you want to produce your own map 

or use the rather poor one from July’s Focus): 

1.        2.        3.           4.  

       
 

5.           6.    7. 

      
 

8. 9.                    10.   11. 

       
 

12. 13. 14.  15. 
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Nature Notes  
 
What a fantastic summer it’s been and packed with 

wildlife sightings. For sad and happy reasons the 

season has been filled with hedgehog stories as you 

will read below. I’ve taken a bit of a liberty with the 

A to Z this time and L is for Lasiocampa quercus, the 

Latin name of the Oak Eggar Moth. As you can 

imagine, when the time comes for X and Z I’ll have 

to resort to Latin names.  

 

In June my husband, daughter and I went on holiday 

to Guernsey and Alderney (Aurigny), my first visit to 

the Channel Islands. We did a lot of walking and 

personally out of the two islands I prefer Alderney 

for wildlife walking. 

 

During a walk on Guernsey we came across curious 

structures at the side of country lanes where water 

flowed into a rill. These structures were once used as 

public cattle drinking troughs and some locals also 

used them for washing of clothes. They were built 

due to the lack of natural streams on the island. These 

‘abreuvoirs’ are also found on Alderney. The plaque 

on the wall of this abreuvoir reads Parcisses Catel S 

Sauveur now Castel and St Saviour 1910, Castel 

being the largest parish by area in Guernsey. 

 

Guernsey has maximum speed limits, 15mph along 

country lanes, 25mph in town and elsewhere 

35mph.Twice a year, 15
th
 of June and 15th 

September hedges have to be cut back to a specific 

measure.  

 

The maritime flora of these islands is lovely but two 

plants that stood out for me were Pyramidal orchids 

and a broomrape which appeared abundant. I suspect 

it is Ivy Broomrape and there is a big clue in the 

picture I took.  

 

I don’t normally research what wildlife I’m likely to 

see when on holiday, I like surprises. The sight of so 

many Glanville Fritillary butterflies on Alderney 

filled me with joy. Their stronghold is the Channel 

Islands and Isle of Wight.  On Alderney we walked 

to Longis Common and Nature Reserve where we 

saw lots of rabbits (including Alderney’s famous 

black rabbits) around their warrens dug into the 

sandy soil. We visited the bird hide on the common 

overlooking Alderney’s largest natural freshwater 

pond. What we did not spot on the common was the 

archaeological dig and for those of you interested in 

history, here is a link you may find interesting 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-guernsey-

45034312 

 

The rabbit, a shrew species and hedgehog are 

Alderney’s only mammal species and their only 

reptile is the slow worm. As well as the ordinary 

coloured hedgehog, Alderney is also well known for 

having blonde hedgehogs. 

 

 We walked along the beaches of Guernsey and 

Alderney and spotted many stranded small Moon 

jellyfish. A Thorvertonian we just happened to meet 

(as you do!) on Alderney told us there were lots of 

these jellyfish around Braye harbour wall. Notices 

were put up at several beaches warning of Weaver 

fish and Portuguese man o’ war but we did not 

encounter these species. Also along the beaches 

washed up on the strand line were lots of what I 

describe as bladders the colour of brown seaweed 

such as the wrack species. They varied in size from 

one inch to four inches in diameter and seemed to 

just contain air. If anyone knows what they are please 

let me know. 

 

In one edition of Guernsey’s daily newspaper I read 

an article about the Asian Hornet Vespa mandarinia. 

To date 14 of their nests have already been found on 

Jersey this year. On Guernsey two nests have been 

found and in the week of our visit, two confirmed 

queen Asian Hornets were trapped by a local 

beekeeper plus a possible third hornet.  

 

I am pleased to read in our local regional newspaper 

that the University of Exeter has devised a tiny 

electronic tracker to attach to an Asian Hornet in 

order to find its nest. Never kill an Asian Hornet if 

you find one as it will release pheromones and its 

relatives will come looking and they will give out a 

very nasty sting. Pot it alive if you can do so safely 

and report it or if you are lucky to follow it to its nest 

then even better. 

 

At the end of June and early July I noticed a queen of 

our hornet species Vespa crabro flying in and out of 

ivy covering our outhouse and then I discovered it 

had built a small nest to contain its larvae, the first 

stage of what would become a much larger nest. On 

4
th
 July I noticed the nest had been predated but by 

whom? 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-guernsey-45034312
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-guernsey-45034312
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Humphrey 

During the afternoon of 8
th
 July my daughter and her 

friends found a baby hedgehog wandering in the lane 

so it was put in the field nearby. On their return   the 

hedgehog was again in the lane so it was brought 

home to me. I rang our local Vet, Dale at Jonathan 

Wood who asked us to look after the hoglet (name 

for baby hedgehogs) overnight and he would ring 

back in the morning with details of someone who 

looked after hedgehogs. By now it was named 

Humphrey even though we did not know if it was 

male or female. We gave him dog food and water and 

he settled in his box frequently nodding off and 

waking to eat. Around 9pm that evening I walked 

down the garden only to find another hoglet dead and 

the same size as Humphrey approximately 5inches 

long, I suspect this one was a sibling. The next 

morning Dale rang back and said to bring Humphrey 

to the surgery and they would look after him until a 

home was found. Upon arrival I was greeted with the 

news that Humphrey would be a companion for 

Jeffrey, another hedgehog who had already been 

brought in. The nurse explained that the surgery had 

already put a notice on their Facebook page asking 

people to put out water for wildlife which 

incidentally I had already done a few days earlier. 

Mother hedgehog had probably been unable to 

produce milk due to the lack of available water and 

not able to provide for her babies. A newspaper 

report on 16
th
 July stated that Secret World animal 

charity in Somerset is caring for 88 hedgehogs and 

both adults and young in the wild are struggling to 

find sufficient food and water. 

 

On 23
rd

 July I received a message to say a nest of 

hedgehogs had been found in my sister in law’s 

garden in the centre of the village. The next day my 

daughter Ro & I were shown the nest to see the cutest 

family of five hoglets asleep under a tarpaulin among 

gathered straw. Apparently their mother does not stay 

with them but is somewhere close by. Mother 

hedgehog must be able to find a reasonable supply of 

food and drink from local gardens. 

 

My sister had quite a surprise on 25
th
 July when an 

adder appeared in the garden at Wyke, Shobrooke. It 

is thought it was disturbed from beneath a galvanised 

water trough. As I have said before, it is unusual to 

see adders around here where the grass snake is more 

often seen. 

 

I was miffed to say the least when at my place of 

work a Peregrine Falcon landed in a courtyard space 

and proceeded to pluck and eat a pigeon and I missed 

the event but other members of staff witnessed it. 

This may seem rather horrible but it’s not every day 

you get relatively close to this iconic bird of prey. 

 

A to Z Lasiocampa quercus Oak Eggar Moth 
In April Focus I mentioned seeing a young Oak 

Eggar moth caterpillar and that I had unwittingly 

observed it before and after it had moulted.  Butterfly 

and moth larvae (caterpillars) usually have four instar 

stages. This is where they feed, grow then moult their 

skins. In some species their larvae look completely 

different in their early instar stages and the Oak 

Eggar is one such species. Here is an early Oak 

Eggar instar I found eating blackcurrant flowers. You 

can see the mature larva is much bigger at 80mm 

long and completely different to the early instar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After pupation emerges the adult moth. This is a 

female Oak Eggar and she will waft her pheromones 

to attract a male. You may have witnessed the frenzy 

of activity caused by the release of pheromone as 

Early instar Mature larva 

Female Oak Eggar 
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several males can attempt to mate with her at the 

same time and all in broad daylight. The adult male is 

a much darker brown colour than the female.       

   

Last Words 

It really would be great if you could help me out with 

the name of the bladder type things washed up on the 

Channel Island beaches. Also I would appreciate 

your thoughts on what may have predated the hornet 

nest. Could it be Great Spotted Woodpecker, Grey 

Squirrel, House Sparrow or something else?    

 

Jenny Garne01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cricket Club 
Home fixtures for September: 

Sat 1
st
  First XI v Babbacombe 

Sun 2
nd

  Friendly v Broadclyst 

Sat 9
th

  Friendly v Kays 

Sat 16
th

  Memorial Game: Molineux XI v 

Carter XI 

 

 

 

 

The Pub Cricket Competition 

Exeter Inn Team: 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainfall Record 
 

 

 

If, like me, you have an allotment or garden, you 

probably didn’t need to wait for this confirmation 

that it was a dry summer in Thorverton this year.  

Only 6.6mm of rainfall was recorded in June and 

37.3mm in July.  This followed on from a dry May 

(with just 26.5mm recorded for that month).   

 

There were 25 completely dry days in June.  Indeed, 

June 2
nd

 was the only day on which anything more 

than 1mm of rainfall was recorded.  June 2018 was 

the driest month in Thorverton for at least the past 

fifteen years (I do not have access to older records). 

  

In July there were 24 dry days, including a run of 15 

consecutive days from 6
th
 to 20

th
 inclusive without a 

drop. August started in similar fashion, with the first 

eight days dry, but the weather changed a bit after 

that.   

mailto:01392%20860875jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:01392%20860875jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Garden in September                         
Phew, what a scorcher it has been! Hopefully your 

gardens and tubs have survived and are now 

benefitting from a decent period of rain. My water 

tubs have refilled but a few plants needed help to 

survive and two small trees, a Cotoneaster and a 

Rowan decided they were unable to cope and very 

suddenly the leaves shrivelled and the trees died. 

Both trees were in more difficult growing areas and 

the extra pressure of drought conditions was too 

much for them. 

Walking around the garden with a critical eye it looks 

messier than usual. Many trees and shrubs have 

begun to drop their leaves in an effort to cope with 

the drought. Ferns and long stemmed herbaceous are 

also looking tired and have flopped. I am considering 

cutting back and clearing dead leaves etc. if the 

weather conditions have reverted to normal. If it 

looks like another spell of dry weather, I shall wait as 

these plants and leaves give valuable protection to 

the moist soil underneath. 

 

The grass has begun to recover. This tends to be a bit 

sporadic depending on how exposed the lawn is to 

sunlight and shade. However a higher cut will help to 

even out the growth and look of the lawn. It will also 

clear up detritus from fallen leaves etc which would 

only choke the growth of new grass and eventually 

form as ‘thatch’. Do not be tempted to cut too short 

too soon; your grass needs time to recuperate. 

 

It has been a strange season in the vegetable garden, 

especially if the water supply was limited!! On the 

allotments, we generally have enough water to start 

plants off at the beginning of the season. Nature 

usually then provides enough rain throughout the 

summer to keep plants healthy and growing. It was 

interesting, if a bit disappointing at times, to see what 

could cope with heat and drought and what could not. 

Generally speaking, the harvest of garlic and onions 

was fine if they were planted out last autumn but 

poor if planted in early spring. A definite thumbs up 

for planting these crops at both times of year. Peas 

and broad beans etc. were ok if planted early in 

spring but the length of harvest time was very short 

and, if planted out later in spring, in some cases very 

poor. Potatoes are yielding a smaller harvest than 

usual but, on the up-side, no blight this year! Root 

crops are really struggling to give a good yield unless 

well-watered, and some crops such as parsnips have 

been very reluctant to grow at all. However, most of 

the runner bean crops are looking very good and 

giving a good harvest especially since the rain. Well 

done to all those growers who planted out squash, 

pumpkins and sweet corn all of which are doing 

exceptionally well. 

 

 My biggest surprise was growing swiss chard. 

Unable to water many cops on my allotment, 

courgettes, runner beans and occasionally the 

brassicas, the chosen few, I was amazed to find the 

swiss chard has grown from seed to be healthy and 

lush whilst the perpetual spinach curled up and died 

within the first few weeks. As gardeners, we live and 

learn.  At the beginning of the summer I was asked 

for advice on how to prune Clematis. Clematis can 

appear complicated as there are three distinct groups 

and each has its own pruning management: 

 

Group 1.---Late flowering plants which flower on 

vigorous stems grown this season. Clematis 

tangutica, texensis, viticella for example. Also some 

large flowered hybrids such as Clematis ‘Jackmanii’ 

and ‘Perle d’Azur’. These Clematis need cutting back 

to the lowest pair of strong buds, about 30cms from 

the ground. This might seem brutal but these plants 

love to grow! Clear away all cut-off stems at this 

point before they are entangled by new growth.  

 

Group 2.---Early flowering Clematis such as montana 

and macropetala. These plants flower in the spring 

and need to be pruned straight after flowering. Cut 

back laterals that have flowered to a couple of buds 

from the main framework branches. The new growth 

will provide flowers the following season. Some of 

these Clematis such as montana can be very vigorous 

and will cope with being sheared if it is too big a job. 

If you leave pruning these plants until the following 

winter you will not get flowers the next spring. 

 

Group 3.---Mid-summer flowering Clematis. In fact 

most of this group will give you two flowerings. One 

at the beginning and one near the end of the 

flowering period. Some will give a double at the 

beginning and a single flower at the end, such as 

Clematis ‘Vyvyan Pennell’. The first flowers off old 

wood and the second flowering off new growth. The 

best way to prune these Clematis is by renewal 

pruning. Cut back a quarter to a third of the stems as 

soon as the first flush of flowers have faded. The 

second flush of flowers will then grow from new 

shoots grown that season. Other Clematis in this 

group include ’Nelly Moser’, ‘The President’ and 

‘Lasurstern’. 

 

So, Neville, there are a few pruning tips for your 

Clematis. Of course, the important thing is to know 

to which group your Clematis belong but flowering 

times are the clue.  

                   Happy Gardening and pruning 

                                         Lorraine  

 

  Lorraine Colebrook  
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Interview with Rob Purvis 

Village resident, Rob Purvis recently completed a 

Land’s End to John O’Groats cycle ride. We’ve 

caught up with him to find out how it went. 

Focus: Hello Rob, good to see you are back home 

again after your long bike ride. 

Rob: Thanks. I’ve been back in Thorverton since the 

start of July, and life is back to normal, going to 

work. The ride seems a long time ago now. 

Focus: So tell us more – when did you leave Land’s 

End? How long did you cycle for? 

Rob: Well, I set off from the Land’s End car park on 

the 9
th
 of June at about 9:30 in the morning, and I 

cycled for the next 20 days, every day. It was my job 

for three weeks. I covered an average of about 50 

miles each day. 

Focus: Wow – 50 miles a day. That seems like a lot 

on a bike. 

Rob: I did some training for the ride, of course. But 

nothing out of the normal for me. I regularly cycle to 

work, and Louise and I do some long rides each year. 

So we usually do a couple of training rides which are 

50 miles. The thing about the LEJOG was doing it 

every day for 20 days. 

Focus: LEJOG? What’s that? 

Rob: Haha – an abrieviation for Land’s End to John 

O’Groats L.E.J.O.G. If you go the other way it’s 

JOGLE. But I think most people seem to do LEJOG. 

It’s because of the prevailing wind which is usually 

from the South West, so it blows you up the country. 

Well, that’s the theory. 

Focus: Was the theory working for you? 

Rob: Unfortunately, not at first. At Land’s End there 

was howling easterly wind, which rather disheartened 

me. At least it was sunny as I set off, but that first 10 

miles to Penzance was hard work, I can tell you. 

Focus: So did you go on the A30, or on some smaller 

side roads? 

Rob: Oh, definitely side roads. I know some people 

do the ride in the shortest possible distance – 873 

miles, apparently, if you stick to A-roads. But my 

route was much less straight than that. Which is why 

I did just over 1000 miles in total. But I like to think 

my route was more relaxing, and traffic free. I don’t 

understand why someone would want to cycle in all 

that A-road traffic. 

Focus: Sticking to side roads sounds sensible. Were 

there any off-road sections in your route? 

Rob: Yes, there were a few. Even on the first day, I 

was cycling along the combined Southwest Coast 

Path, and National Cycle Route track from Penzance 

to Marazion. I also had some canal path sections 

around Sampford Peverell and the Bridgewater and 

Taunton canal, and old railway track routes around 

Bristol and up in Edinburgh. When I planned my 

route I tried to include as many off-road sections that 

were marked. The National Cycle Routes are on 

Ordnance Survey maps now, which makes things 

simple. 

Focus: National Cycle Routes? 

Rob: Those routes marked with small blue signs, 

with a cycle symbol, and a number. They’re set up 

and maintained by Sustrans. I was following long 

sections of them, particularly in Scotland where 

National Cycle Route 1 goes all the way up to John 

O’Groats , and continues on Orkney. 
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Focus: Did the wind continue to be against you as 

you travelled north? What about rain, did you get 

wet? 

Rob: No, actually the easterly wind was really only 

that first day, and the morning of the second day. But 

I did get a bit wet on the afternoon of day two, going 

over the north side of Bodmin moor. But that was 

really the only sustained rain I had in the three 

weeks. I think in total for the whole trip to the top, I 

had about four hours of rain. The wind was also good 

to me, and by the time I got to Scotland we were into 

that hot spell, and the skies were blue. I think I saw 

Scotland in weather that not many people have up 

there. 

Focus: Did you have anyone riding with you? You 

make it sound as if you were on your own. 

Rob: Well, I was for most of the time. When I started 

planning this, over a year ago, I talked to people at 

work about it, and three of the guys said they’d join 

me for sections of the route. One was going to ride 

with me from Land’s End to Thorverton, but he 

pulled out a month before the start. Then there was 

one who said he’d ride from Bridgenorth - we’d 

already done the Land’s End to Bridgenorth section a 

few years ago, and he wanted to complete the whole 

trip, but he couldn’t make it because of health 

problems. 

As it turned out, I just had one colleague, Neal, who 

lives in Copplestone, who rode with me from 

Thorverton, to Cheddar, To Gloucester, and half the 

next day. He then got a lift back home from 

Droitwich, leaving me to finish the rest on my own. 

Afterwards he said he would have liked to do more, 

but couldn’t take the time off from work. 

Focus: You didn’t mind cycling on your own? 

Rob: No, it meant I could go at my own pace, which 

I like. I kept in touch via text and emails, and I had a 

tracking app on my phone which updated a map 

website so people could see my route. The team at 

work had it up on a big screen so they could see 

where I was every day. I even had some texts from 

people at work asking me to increase the pace a bit, 

because my location on the map wasn’t changing fast 

enough to keep them interested. 

Focus: So you cycled to Scotland, but how did you 

get back? I assume you didn’t cycle. 

Rob: No. I was glad to get to John O’Groats, and 

then not have to sit on a saddle for a while. Louise 

drove up to Scotland, and met me in Perth at the bed 

and breakfast I was in. Then she drove each day, and 

met me at lunch times, and at the end of each day. At 

John O’Groats I put my bike on the roof of the car 

for the trip home. 

Focus: So why did you do it? 

Rob: Well, it was a personal challenge. Also a 

holiday in the open air, and I raised money for 

charity, for Alzheimer’s Research UK. I have a 

justgiving page, which is still active, 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robpurvis - I 

maintained daily updates of my progress on that 

justgiving page, and there are some pictures from the 

ride, so you can see the beautiful scenery and great 

weather I had. 

Focus: Will you do it again? Or maybe do some 

other long bike ride? 

Rob: Probably a different ride. 

Focus: Thank you Rob. 

 

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robpurvis
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Adverts 
Exe Valley Farm Shop 
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Fun Day duck race – Pete Marshall gives them a push: 
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 or 
0797 617 5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Kevin Sussex 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 
07919950222 

 

 

Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service. Also alterations undertaken 

  

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Tuesdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. Email: curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

  

Logs For Sale 

 

 £75 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Nick Bright 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.                   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                               Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman  and Secretary: Paul Webb,  07944533372. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee and biscuits for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. J. Wride, L. Anderson, A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders,  
G. Cameron, E. Ziegler, L. Worsley 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

                   
 
 
 

 Crediton GPs on Duty Thorverton GPs on Duty 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Anderson 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Wride, Hall, 
Cameron, Ziegler 

08.00 – 14.00 Dr. Anderson 
(morning only) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Anderson, Harris, 
Saunders, Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Worsley 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Wride 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be  

on call, for emergencies only, on 111. 

Extended surgeries will be offered in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton.  Please ask 

at reception for details. 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling 

our in-house dispensary on 01392 861622 or by using our online repeat prescription request at 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  Please contact 

us on 01392 860273 for more information. 

 
 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
Bon Voyage to Dr Burkill who is off to New Zealand for a year and hello to Dr Emma Stone who is working with us for the next 

year 
Good luck to Dr Megan Griffiths as she leaves to continue her training, and hello to Dr Harriet Burn as she completes her final 

year of GP training with us. 

 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Emma Stone Dr Jeff Solman Dr Harriet Burn 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 
*emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 15:00 – 16:00 

 

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you 
prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 
Surgery hours:    Monday - Thurs.  08:30 - 18:00 

     Friday   08:30 - 17:00 
 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00    
Friday                         08.30 - 17:00  

 
There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be 

collected all through the day. 
 

 
Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 
 

On-line appointment booking   
Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 

  



Focus on Thorverton  64         Vol 49 No 8 – September 2018 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Waste Collection Dates for 2018 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise  

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

September 3rd and 17th 
    

September 10
th
 and 24

th
 

   
 

Mobile Library 
Every fourth Thursday in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20.   
 

Dates for 2018: 

September 27
th
, October 25

th
,  November 22

nd
,  December 20

th
. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in September 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10 

from Latchmore Green. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station, Stand 5. 
 

 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach service 55B:  
To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

07.55, 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.01, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service), 18.16.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.40, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.12, 18.10.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Exeter Bus Station (via St David’s train station): 07.30, 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.35, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.50.  

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 8.42, 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.57, 11.57, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57, 23.50. 

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2018 
Please notify the Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tues 4
th
  WI meeting – Beetle Drive, WI Hut 

Wed 
5th  

Public Meeting, Proposed Helicopter night landing site WI Hut 6.30pm
 

Fri 7
th
   There will be NO Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church this month. 

Sat 8
th
   Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am. 

Sat 8
th
-23

rd 
Devon Arts Open Studio, The Threshing Barn, Silver St, Sat/Sun/Fri 11am-6pm 

Tues 11
th
  Parish Council Meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Wed 12
th 

Charity Quiz Thorverton Arms 7.30 in aid of Devon Historic Churches Trust 

Fri 14
th   

Christianity Explored Thorverton Arms snug  2.15-3.15pm 

Sat 22
nd  

WI Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

Fri 28
th
   Christianity Explored Thorverton Arms snug  2.15-3.15pm 

Fri 28
th
  History Society, Felicity Goodall – Lost Devon, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 29
th  

Churchyard Tidy Up Thorverton Church 10am 

Sun 30
th 

Choral Evensong, Thorverton Church 6pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri
 
5

th  
Exeter Male Voice Praise Choir, Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am. 

Fri 26
th
 History Society, Derek Gore – Coins, Slate and Daub: Fieldwork and Excavations at Ipplepen 

2007-17, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 27
th
  WI Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am  

Sat 27
th  

50/50 Sale Memorial Hall 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 2
nd

  Family Halloween Party ,Memorial Hall 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am. 

Fri 23
rd

  History Society, Dr Todd Gray – 100 things you should know about Exeter, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 24
th
  WI Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

 

DECEMBER  

Sat 1
st  

Holly Ball ,Memorial Hall 

Sun 2
nd   

Tree Lighting Ceremony, Memorial Hall 
 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Fun Day 
 

  

 

   

 

 

Catering Staff 

Jura (prettiest bitch and waggiest tail) with Ty  

Car Show and Clown 

 

Photos by Mike Baldwin, Alison Marshall and Neville Lane 

 

Photo montage by John Spivey 


