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Editorial 
 

I hope that you will have noticed that the Thorverton 

2019 calendar, produced by Focus using photos 

provided by a number of villagers, is now on sale in 

the Post Office/TCT and in the Berry Dairy.  I do 

hope that you will buy copies.  We have deliberately 

selected views which might be appreciated by people 

who aren’t acquainted with the area as well as by 

those who love the area already.  We have managed 

to keep the price down to £5, which I hope that you 

will agree represents good value for a calendar which 

even has some reminders on the diary pages of some 

village events.   

 

We are not expecting to make a huge profit from 

sales of the calendar – nor would we want to - but 

any profit that we do make will be available to be 

ploughed back to help village organisations.  I have 

included a note in this Focus of the organisations that 

we have helped this year, and an offer for others to 

come forward with any requests for funding for 

specific projects.  See the article and notice for 

details. 

 

Some of you who read Focus thoroughly will have 

noted the absence of any “From the Archives” 

articles in the last two editions.  This was down to 

space constraints.  However, I have found room for a 

piece on bell-ringing this month, and have several 

other themes ready for future editions.  I would 

welcome feedback on whether these items are of 

interest though.   

 

Indeed, I would welcome other feedback on what we 

should cover in Focus. Surprisingly perhaps, I get 

very little specific feedback, which may be good in 

that it may indicate that villagers are generally happy 

with the magazine.  However, a little critical 

feedback can be helpful in directing me to produce 

what you want to read. 

 

I am pleased to be able to report that I had Jules 

Jeffreys to help me on this month’s edition.  Jules has 

joined our editorial team (you can’t get out of it now 

that I have told everyone, Jules!).  If anyone else 

would like to join us, we would be very happy to 

have more assistance. 

 

I must end my editorial this month with some sad 

news, although by the time that you read this it will 

hardly be news.  It was a very sad day for Thorverton 

when Doreen Beer died last month.  She was a lovely 

lady, affectionately known by many.  She was also 

Focus’s longest regular contributor, having provided 

poems for the magazine for almost fifty years.  I 

could always count on Doreen to pop a hand-written 

poem into our letter box on about the 15
th
 of the 

month.  That was Doreen – totally reliable and 

conscientious, never wanting to let anyone down. 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this Focus 

 

Editorial ..................................................................... 1 
Letters ........................................................................ 2 
For Sale ...................................................................... 3 
Thorverton Parish Council ......................................... 4 
Thorverton Memorial Hall ......................................... 5 
Notice Board .............................................................. 6 
Church Services and News ...................................... 13 
Parish Letter ............................................................. 14 
Baptist Church ......................................................... 15 
Funding from Focus................................................. 16 
Knowing you, knowing us ....................................... 16 
Poetry ....................................................................... 17 
Recipe ...................................................................... 18 
Football Club ........................................................... 18 
Women’s Institute.................................................... 18 
Newton St Cyres Tennis Club ................................. 19 
Where in Thorverton? .............................................. 19 
History Society ........................................................ 21 
Legal Eagle .............................................................. 21 
 

 

Silverton and Exe Valley Seniors ............................ 22 
Nature Notes ............................................................ 23 
The Garden in November 2018 ............................... 24 
One hundred years on (Part 5) ................................. 25 
From the Archives ................................................... 25 
TARTS News .......................................................... 26 
TCT .......................................................................... 28 

Garden Club ............................................................. 30 
The Exeter Forum .................................................... 30 
Thorverton Calendar ................................................ 31 
Adverts ..................................................................... 32 
Thorverton Parish Information ................................ 56 
Thorverton Organisations ........................................ 57 
Doctors’ Surgeries ................................................... 58 
Waste Collection Dates for 2018 ............................. 60 
Mobile Library ......................................................... 60 
Union Flag Flying days in November ..................... 60 
Road works .............................................................. 60 
Bus Services ............................................................ 60 
Diary 2018 ............................................................... 61 
Harvest ..................................................................... 62 
Holly Ball ................................................................ 62 



Focus on Thorverton  2         Vol 49 No 10 – November 2018 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Letters 
From Sylvia Gregory 

 

As some of you know, with the exception of Aloe 

Vera, the monies from products I sell on my stall go 

to Operation Smile. 

 

Operation Smile is an international children's medical 

charity that performs safe, effective cleft lip and cleft 

palate surgery. They deliver post-operative and 

ongoing medical care to children in low income 

countries. England is included in these.   

 

Clefts are the third most common birth defect 

worldwide. Every 3 minutes a baby is born with a 

cleft and has twice the odds of dying before 

celebrating their first birthday. Special feeding 

bottles are needed for these children as they can-not 

suck the same as the average child. 

 

Abroad, those that reach school age will never attend 

as they are so cruelly treated by others. Their mothers 

are supposed to be possessed of the devil, of which 

they are the off-spring. They will live in a world of 

isolation, some even rejected by their own families. 

Like children everywhere, they did not ask to be 

born. Once they have the operation they are then 

accepted as ordinary children. 

 

For me personally it makes no sense as they are still 

the same child, only the position of the skin on their 

face has changed.  It takes as little as 45 minutes and 

£150 to change a child's life forever.  The surgeons 

give their time and expertise freely. The only cost (to 

date) is that of medication, before, during and after 

the operation. 

 

Operation Smile will only send literature upon 

request. To date, money is never spent on raffles or 

draws. Their main aim is the improvement of 

children's life.  My deepest thanks go to all who have 

helped me make a child’s life better. 

 

For more info. go to www.operationsmile.org.uk. 

 

A smile is such a simple thing, 

We do it every day 

Without a thought of those who can't 

At home and far away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Dorothy Folland of The Forge 

 

May I, through Focus, thank the Thorverton branch 

of the RBL for inviting me to the cream tea on 29th 

September.  Special thanks to Penny and Alex Fice 

for organising this.  The scones and cake were 

delicious. 

 

Thanks to Paul Backhouse and Ivor Banks for the 

informative talk and slides of their visit to Belgium.  

A most enjoyable afternoon.  Thanks again. 

 

From Sue Hyde - in response to a letter in the 

October edition of Focus about the Beach Party 

 

During the first week of October it was Paris Fashion 

Week.  The theme this year was "The Beach".  The 

venue was transformed with white sand and a back-

drop of a beautiful blue sea. 

 

I think the organisers stole this idea from our 

Memorial Hall committee who staged a similar event 

on a lovely summer evening in June. 

 

By all accounts this was enjoyed by all who attended.  

So it seems that with a bit of imagination and sense 

of fun it is possible to be transported anywhere, and 

if it's good enough for "Paris", it's good enough for 

"Thorverton". 

 

The Memorial Hall may not be beside the sea, but 

without the hard work and dedication of the Hall 

committee it could possibly be in deep water. 

 

Perhaps some villagers should consider: "not what 

the Hall can do for me, but what can I do for the 

Hall". 

 

From Stretton Taborn 

 

A year or two ago we were asked by the Parish 

Council to submit suggestions on what work needed 

to be carried out around the village. I recollect 

mentioning the missing/damaged cobbles outside the 

Berry Dairy.  

 

Nothing was done to rectify the situation. They have 

now been joined by a third area that is in an even 

worse state. The cobbles themselves can very easily 

be replaced, and I would suggest that this is done as a 

matter of urgency, though locating or creating the 

missing curb stones is likely to present more of a 

challenge. 

 
The Parish Council has been considering how to 

spend the money it has through the s.106 process and 

is to reconsider the options at its November meeting 

– Ed. 

http://www.operationsmile.org.uk/
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From John and Lily Williams 

 

It was with great sadness that we learned of the 

passing of our beloved Doreen Beer.  

   

What a sad void there will be in our lives now she is 

gone from us. No more poems to look forward to 

each month, no smiling face while tending her 

beloved garden. So tidey and bright epitomising the 

love and care, she showed to it and to all she met. We 

will not see her like again 

   

I was walking our dogs one day some years ago, 

when Doreen appeared, at which time our Yorkie 

(Sparky) took a nip out of her ankle. I thought "this is 

going to be awkward", but no, Doreen said to him, "I 

hope I taste good young man".  

   

Again, one afternoon Doreen knocked on our door 

with some flowers for my Wife Lily, only because 

Doreen had seen her smelling them the evening 

before. What can I say, she was a proper lovely and 

Christian lady. 

 

Now she can be with her beloved husband Wilf. 

 

Goodbye Doreen. Rest in peace, we love and miss 

you. 

 

Focus will miss Doreen too.  She was a regular 

contributor for almost fifty – yes, fifty – years, having 

had a limerick published in Focus in May 1970.  I am 

pleased to be able to say that before she died, Doreen 

made it clear that she wished for her poems to 

continue to be published in Focus.  I shall, therefore, 

be printing poems in future editions, taken from her 

published collections. Ed. 

 

 

From Andy and Megan Cleave of Springfield 

 

Xmas lights at Springfield: to combine with the Tree 

Lighting ceremony on Sunday 2nd December.  There 

will be mince pies and a glass of mulled wine or 

cider.  Light up time after the ceremony - love it if 

the choir could come again. Money goes to Force. 

 

 

From Alex Fice on behalf of the Thorverton Branch 

of the RBL 

 

The quiz night at the Thorverton Arms on 

Wednesday 17th October in aid of the Royal British 

Legion raised £100.  Thank you to Rachel of the 

Thorverton Arms for organising the quiz, Lewis 

Jones the quiz master and to John Rolle for arranging 

the draw and the food.  It was a very good and 

enjoyable evening.  

 

 

 

 

For Sale 
 

Habitat file/storage unit.  Black with natural 

birch trim.  48cmW by 58cmD by 68cmH.  

Bottom drawer takes suspension files.  £100 new.  

Excellent condition.  £25. 

 

Hazel hurdles, 6ft x 6ft.  £50 each when new.  6 

available but some damaged.  Those fully intact 

£20 each. 
 

Futon Co. tatami mat for under futon or 

mattress, or with cushions as floor seating.  

189.5cm x 68cm x 6cm thick.  Some loose 

stitching on one side. £85 when new.  £10. 

 

Cover for ‘bi-fold’ futon, 3-seater.  May work 

on other futon types.  Also matching covers for 3 

large back-cushions.  ‘Oatmeal’ cross-weave (not 

flat mono-colour).  High-quality dense cotton, 

machine-washable.  Unused, as new.  £130 when 

new.  Asking £40. 

 

p.j.prosser@exeter.ac.uk, 01392 723951 

 

mailto:p.j.prosser@exeter.ac.uk
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Thorverton Parish Council  
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held in October 2018. The latest meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane  

and on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

13
th

 November 2018 at Thorverton Memorial Hall.   

All are welcome to attend.  Alison Marshall – Clerk. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mid Devon District Council Chairman, Cllr Peter Heal, to attend the November meeting of Thorverton 

Parish Council: Why not come along to the Memorial Hall, 13
th
 November, at 7.30pm to meet Cllr Heal and to 

have your say on local issues? MDDC has requested that any questions be advised to the Clerk in advance of the 

meeting. 

 

 Devon Air Ambulance Trust: A grant funding application to MDDC has been submitted and local band, Stay 

Lucky, had kindly volunteered to play at the Memorial Hall, free of charge, as part of a fund raising event in the 

New Year. C/Cllr Squires has pledged funding and an anonymous donation has been received. If you would like 

to give a donation to this project, or be involved in fund raising, please contact the Clerk.   

   

 New Cemetery: AC Archaeology will be supporting the PC in submitting the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant 

funding application for the required archaeological ‘communal dig’ works which it is hoped will take place in 

spring 2019. If you would like to be involved in ‘the dig’ please let the Clerk know.    

 

S106 Court Barton funding: Two owners of land along Silver Street were considering the idea of the PC 

purchasing land from them in order to satisfy the S106 ‘open space’ requirement and in order to, in future, 

accommodate requests from the public for various recreational equipment. Further to the Church Commissioners 

offering to enter into negotiations regarding the transfer of the Sheep Dip the PC is currently undertaking a 

review of required maintenance and costings prior to raising a response. Other ideas for the spending of these 

funds include pic-nic tables for both Leigh Gardens and Jubilee Green, the planting of bulbs around the parish 

and the purchase of land adjoining the Court Barton attenuation pond so as to gain access to the Millennium Field 

from Silver Street.  

  

Dark Lane wall: Tenders for the work on the Dark Lane wall have now been issued and further consideration on 

this matter will take place at the November meeting. It was noted that Dark Lane had recently been re-opened, then 

closed, then re-opened again and the Clerk had contacted DCC Highways in this regard.   

 

Planning Applications and Decisions: None. 

 

Jubilee Green Christmas Tree and lights: A Christmas tree for the Jubilee Green will be purchased again this 

year. It was also resolved that a donation should be given to the Memorial Hall towards the cost of its tree again 

this year in recognition of the Christmas event put on by the Hall Committee for the community. If you are able 

to offer help in erecting, decorating or dismantling the trees please get in touch with the Clerk, Handyman, a 

Councillor or a member of the Hall Committee.  

 

Welcome Pack for new residents: It was resolved to create a welcome pack to be given to new parish residents 

advising of local organisations, current PC projects, and providing information on the local area. 

 

Remembrance Day Wreath: It was resolved to purchase and lay a wreath at the War Memorial this year due to 

it being the Centenary of the end of the First World War. 

 

South West Water – installation of Event Date Monitoring at Bullen Street CSO in the Quarry Car Park: 
It was noted that this work is due to take place in November/December and that it is likely to involve disruption 

to the car park for a day or two. Further information will be posted on the Quarry Car Park notice board. 
 

Your Parish Councillors: Nick Bright (Chairman), Stuart Crang (Vice Chairman), John Hodge, Neville Lane, 

Hilary Lawson, David Reygate, Graham Sims, John Spivey, Robert Turner and David Waldron.  
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Thorverton Memorial Hall  
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hoping that those who attended the recent 50/50 sale 

at the Hall were satisfied either by finding just what 

they wanted or managed to dispose of something they 

no longer had room for; we now look forward to 

events and activities at the Hall over the next couple 

of months. 

 

FAMILY HALLOWEEN PARTY 
 Friday 2

nd
 November from 6.00 p.m. 

 

There will be fun and games for the children and a 

disco.  Fancy dress is optional but welcome.  There 

will be refreshments to suit the occasion plus the 

main bar and a children’s bar.  Three GBP for adults, 

two for children, pay at the door. 

 

SATURDAY MARKET, BIG 

BREAKFAST AND CRAT FAIR 
 10

th
 November 

 

The market will start as usual at 9.30.  In addition to 

the normal market stalls there will be additional craft 

stalls of wood designs, jewellery, knitwear and many 

other crafts. The big breakfast will be served as usual 

followed by morning snacks and light lunches. The 

craft market will continue until 2.00 pm. Anyone 

wishing to book a craft stall even at this late stage 

please phone Steph Shelton (01392 861027 or Sarah 

Addicott (01392 860818) 

 

 The HOLLY BALL 
Saturday 1

st
. December, 7.30 to late 

 

A glass of fizz and canapes to welcome you, then 

dance to the ‘RUDE AWAKENING’. 

Tickets 12.50 GBP from the Berry Dairy 

 

The village tree lighting ceremony. 
Sunday 2

nd
.  December: 

 

With the traditional carols, mince pies and visit from 

Father Christmas, followed by a children’s disco. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS BINGO 
Wednesday 12

th
 December 

 

Doors open and bar from 7.00; eyes down 7.30 

 

Results of the October Saturday Market draw 

 

1
st
 prize, Sue Batty; 2

nd
 prize, Peter Mason; 3

rd
 prize, 

Penny Fice; 4
th
 prize, Sally Hayes. 

 

Memorial Hall Committee 
Sarah Addicott, Mike Baldwin, Lisa Browning, 

Roseanne Benn, Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, John 

Hodge, Claire Heaven-Roberts, Colin Marshall, Dave 

Reygate, Jenny Reygate, Mike Shelton. 
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Notice Board  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ringing for the Armistice 100 
 

Ringing Remembers 
is encouraging people to take up bell ringing and, in 

particular, to ring with others across the country on 

11
th
 November 2018 to honour the 1,400 bell ringers 

who were lost during World War 1. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Jane Flaxington 

on 01392 860523 or by email to jlflax@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Peace” Armistice 11am 11
th

 

November 1918. 
The good news reached Thorverton Station about 

11.10am. Detonators were fired and flags were flown 

in the streets. Joyous peals were rung on the church 

bells. Many left by the 12.55 train for Exeter to take 

part in the rejoicing in the city. A thanksgiving 

service was held in the parish church that evening. 

 

 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 11TH 
     

The Royal British Legion  
Service of Remembrance  

 

in the Church at 10.50 am 
 

with the Last Post & Reveille 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Village Hall will be open between 11.00 am 
& 4.00 pm with an exhibition of memorabilia, 
including the Devon 'We will remember them' 
banner, created by Adrienne Howells for 2014:  

a last chance to see this impressive creation 
before it goes on permanent display at a  

British Legion home. 
 

Refreshments & light lunches available;  
good parking & ALL welcome 

 

 

 
UPTON PYNE COMMEMORATES THE 

CENTENARY OF THE END OF WORLD WAR ONE 
 

The Friends of Upton Pyne invite you  
 

on Saturday, November 10th at 7.00 pm  
 

to the Village Hall in Upton Pyne  
 

SUPPER followed by a CONCERT OF WORLD 
WAR ONE SONGS AND POETRY 

 

with the SING UP CHOIR  
(directed by Tim Mirfin), Nick Horton & Lily Neal 

 

Tickets £10 to include supper & concert from 
Linda Findlay: lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk  

tel: 01392 841402 
 

or Veronica Clarke:  
veronicaclarke07@gmail.com   

 

tel: 01392 841530 
 

 

Service for Remembrance Day 

Sunday 11
th

 November 10am 

Thorverton Church 

Act of Remembrance 11am at the 

War memorial followed by a 

buffet at the Thorverton Arms. 

Thorverton primary school act of 

Remembrance on Monday 12
th

 

November 11am at the War memorial. 

 
The new Thorverton RBL Branch Standard and the 

Church Union flag has been generously sponsored 

by the following people:- Mr. William Ford of 

Castle Orchard. The White family of The Olde 

Pound.  Mr. Ian Osborne of Rudway Barton. Mr. 

Michael Roberts of 1 The Glebe. Mr. John Mann of 

The Exeter Inn. Mr. Alex Fice of Lynch Cottage. 

 

                                              

 
 

                         

 
 

Dear “Mother” just a line to let you know I am quite 

well and in the best of health. We are having some 

very changeable weather at present, I hope you like 

the card. Trusting you are all quite well. Yours Jim. 

This card was sent towards the end of the war; just 

before Jim was posted missing presumed “killed”.  It 

was his last correspondence.  

mailto:jlflax@gmail.com
mailto:99@yahoo.co.uk
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Welcome Café 

 

Every Monday, except Bank Holidays, we 

meet in the WI Hut for tea, cake and a chat 

from 2.30pm 
 

Anyone welcome, so please come & join us. 

 

 

 

Millennium Green Maintenance Day 

 

Saturday 16
th

 November 

 

From 10.00am 
 

All helpers welcomed.   
Please help to keep the Millennium Green looking good. 

 

 We shall be holding these maintenance days on the third 

Saturday of each month for the foreseeable future. 

 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 

 

 
 

 

 

SING IN THE CHOIR 

on December 23rd
 

THORVERTON 
CHURCH CHOIR     ♫ 

 

Our choir meets regularly throughout the year to sing 

a wide variety of great music together and to support 

the worship at Thorverton Church.  There is also an 

instrumental group which plays at family services. 

We are a very sociable group and all ages and 

abilities are welcome to join. 

 

Why not try something new or join us for our 

Christmas service on Sun Dec 23rd 5.00pm either to 

sing in the choir or just be part of the congregation?  

 
Thursday Choir Practices at Thorverton Church   

7.45 – 9.00pm 

 

Nov 1
st   

Dec 6
th
 

Nov 8
th   

Dec 13
th
  

Nov 15
th  

Dec 20
th
 

Nov 29
th
 

 

Services with Choir at Thorverton Church 
 

Sun   Nov   4th   Communion  Service  9.30am 

Sun   Nov  11th   Remembrance  Service  10.00am 

(jointly with Cadbury Church) 

Sun   Nov  18th   Family  Service  9.30am for 

10.00am start 

Sun   Dec   2nd   Communion  Service  9.30am 

 

CONTACT :  

 
Choir Director and Accompanist: Heather Kershaw  

01392 860419  heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-

churches/thorverton 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/who-we-are/the-churches/thorverton
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CHOOSE  A  
CAROL  ♫ 

for December 23
rd 

 

It’s always a pleasure to welcome so many of 

you to the service of lessons and carols at 

Thorverton Church which this year will take 

place on Dec 23
rd

 at 5.00pm. 
  

Some people have come away from this event 

wishing that their favourite carol had been 

included, so if you’d like to put forward your 

choice, then do so soon and we’ll see if we can 

accommodate as many requests as possible. 
 

Obviously we have to achieve a balance and the 

carols have to tie in with the readings to a certain 

extent. But we’ll do our best! 
 

SINGERS are also welcome to join us. We have 

four Thursday evening rehearsals leading up to 

the service and one on the actual day. You don’t 

necessarily have to be able to read music well. 

Just be prepared to do a bit of practice! 
 

Contact : Heather Kershaw  01392 860419 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk  

 

Christmas Lights for Force 

Do give generously to the collection for Force at 

Springfield in December when the Christmas lights 

will be on display. 

 

 
 

 

 
 (Christopher Edward may be better known to 

villagers as Chris Jones. See him in panto again) 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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The Friends of Wyndham House Surgery 
The Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Wyndham House surgery will be held on 28th November 

2018 at 2.30 pm in Silverton Community Hall. 

Dr Anthony O’Brien will speak about Continuing Care in General Practice and the future for medicine in 

the digital age. 

All are welcome 
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Do you need some assistance with funding? 

 
Focus is in the fortunate position of having some 

money available which the Focus Committee would 

like to make available to help the village.   

 

If you want to apply for funding, please write or 

email the Focus Editor.  The Committee will take 

into consideration the benefit to the village (although 

this will not necessarily just be the number of 

villagers likely to be positively affected) and what 

other sources of funding the requester might have. 

 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
  

We shall be holding our monthly   
  

Coffee Mornings 

(or tea if you prefer!) 
 

in the back room 
  

on Friday 2nd November  

and 

Friday 7th December 

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
  

A warm welcome to all 
 

Silverton Christmas Tree Festival 
 

Christmas Is Coming and time to think about our 

Christmas Tree Festival to be held in St Mary's 

Church, Silverton on 7
th
 and 8

th
 December. 

 

The Festival will be open from 10.30 AM to 6.30 PM 

each day. On Sunday 9
th
 there will be a Christmas 

Concert at 3.00 PM. 
 

On the morning of the 7th we are welcoming 'Early 

Birds' from 10.30 – 12.00 with entrance and 

refreshments for £2. You will be the first to enjoy the 

trees and you could join the Festival Walk which will 

end in the Church to support the event and to enjoy 

the refreshments. Further details about this will be in 

the publicity for the day and on the Silverton 

Facebook page. 
 

Entrance at other times will be by £1 Lucky 

programme. Homemade refreshments, Raffle, 

Christmas and Produce stalls will all be raising funds 

for  village groups being the Breakfast and After 

School Clubs and the Youth Club. 
 

We would welcome any extra trees if anyone would 

like to decorate one, please contact Loraine Kelly 

(01392 860725) email loraine.kelly@live.com 

for further details. 

 

 
 

 

Silverton Memory Café 
 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall, Silverton, 

every Thursday afternoon between 2 and 

4pm.  

  

All welcome.  Contact Annette Emmerson on 

01392 860983 or annettejean@hotmail.com for 

further details. 

 

 

 
THORVERTON ART GROUP    MEMBERSHIP APPEAL 
                          
Painting for pleasure has become increasingly popular. 

Over recent decades societies and groups have formed in 

most towns and many villages, yet today some struggle 

to remain viable – including Thorverton Art Group. 

Over recent years our membership has gradually 

declined from over twenty to less than ten, as older 

members retire and fewer “youngsters” join. 

If you’ve thought about joining us at the Memorial Hall 

from 10:00am on Friday mornings you’ll be very 

welcome. 

Barrie Phillips                           

 

mailto:loraine.kelly@live.com
mailto:annettejean@hotmail.com
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your local bank  

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG   

01392 860455 

We offer a very wide range of post office 

and banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards, local postcards, posting and packing 

materials, health lottery tickets, phone top-

ups, photocopying + lots more 

 

Advent calendars, 2019 calendars and 

diaries, charity Christmas cards, 

wrapping paper, gift tags and much 

more, now in stock. 
 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

 
TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  8.00 – 12.00  

Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upton Pyne Craft Fair 
art, crafts, pottery, decorations, gifts, 

photography and much more... 

Upton Pyne Hall & Church 

 

Saturday 17 November  

12 noon – 4 pm 

Delicious light lunches and teas 

Friends of Upton Pyne 

helping to maintain our village church 

and grounds 

Thorverton Ladies Group 
  

At our next meeting, on  

Thursday 8th November at 7.30 pm, 

we look forward to welcoming Megan, 

from September Lane. 

Further details and the venue  

will follow as soon as they have been 

confirmed. 

If anyone is interested in joining  

the Ladies Group, please contact Sue Batty,  

Telephone Number: 01392 860140. 

 

Royal Mail Last posting dates for Christmas: 

 

Royal Mail UK Service 

 

2
nd

 Class: 

Tuesday 18 December  Royal Mail Signed for 2
nd

 

class 

 

1
st
 Class: 

Thursday 20
th
 December  Royal Mail Signed For®  

1
st
 class 

Royal Mail Tracked 48® 

 

Friday 21
st
 December  Royal Mail Tracked 24® 

 

Saturday 22
nd

 December  Royal Mail Special 

Delivery Guaranteed® 

 

For overseas see 

https://www.postoffice.co.uk/christmas/last-posting-

dates  

 

 

https://www.postoffice.co.uk/christmas/last-posting-dates
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/christmas/last-posting-dates
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Dementia Friends 

 

On Thursday 22nd November at 4.30 pm and 
Monday 26th November at 7.30 pm, Annette and I 
will deliver two separate sessions on becoming 
a Dementia Friend, at St Mary’s Church Hall, 
Silverton, for anyone who would like to come along. 
Each session will last for about an hour, they will be  
interactive, with the aim of giving people a better 
understanding of dementia and how to help and 
support people and families who are affected.  
 

The sessions are free and there is no need to book. 
They follow a programme arranged by the 
Alzheimer’s Society so please do come, as it will give 
you more confidence when you encounter people 
with memory loss and they will feel more 
comfortable with you.  
 
Trish Jones, Chairman Silverton Memory Café  

 

If you would like more information please contact 
me by email to: silverwellbeing@gmail.com  or by 
telephone:- 0748 437 7298 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

mailto:silverwellbeing@gmail.com
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Church Services and News 

NOVEMBER 2018 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 4 November 4th Sunday before Advent  

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C]                Thorverton                                 KC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile              Brampford Speke                      Lay Led  

10:00 am  Open Door Informal Service                       Newton St Cyres                       Lay Led  

10:00 am Informal Gathering   Stoke Canon   

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe   

06:00 pm Service of Remembering   Cadbury                          KC & Lay Led 

 

 

Sunday 11 November Remembrance Sunday & Armistice Day  

10:00 am  Service of Remembrance   Stoke Canon                              Lay Led  

10:00 am  Service of Remembrance   Thorverton Parish Church     KC & BOF 
 Joint with Cadbury & Thorverton Baptist Church  

10:50 am  Service of Remembrance  Newton St Cyres              Lay Led & LF 

10:50 am  Service of Remembrance   Poltimore                                    Lay Led 
 Joint with Huxham  

10:50 am  Act of Remembrance at War Memorial  Green Lane, Rewe  Lay Led & SS 

 Followed by Service of Remembrance [11:15 am]  Rewe Church                    Lay Led & SS 

10:50 am  Service of Remembrance   Upton Pyne                                 Lay Led 
 Joint with Brampford Speke   

    

  

Sunday 18 November 2
nd

 Sunday before Advent  

08:30 am  Holy Communion [Said] [C] Brampford Speke  KC  

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury KC 

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton 

10:00 am  Family Service   Thorverton                                  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Poltimore                          Lay Led & LF 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon KC  

 

 

Sunday 25 November Sunday before Advent   

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres                            MSS 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton KC 

10:00 am Messy Church   Stoke Canon                               Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe KC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne                                  M Hall 

05:00 pm  Taizé Service   Thorverton                                  Lay Led  
   Joint with Cadbury Church  

05:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Huxham KC

  

 

Sunday 2 December Advent 1 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke             Lay Led & LF 

10:00 am  Open Door Informal Service  Newton St Cyres                       Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon                              Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore KC 

11:15 am Christmas Tree Festival [including toy collection]  Rewe                                          Lay Led  

03:00 pm Simple Christingle Service  Rewe                                          Lay Led  

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury                                     Lay Led 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young 

children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in style 

often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without communion and 

are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed 

by refreshments . 

Family Service Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, 

Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.  For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022. 

 

Parish Letter 
Lest we Forget 

As we approach the centenary of the end of the 

First World War, we are being encouraged to take 

an increased interest around the events that took 

place all those years ago.  

 

One hundred years on we have lost the last people 

who actually experienced it; all we have left to us 

is memory, history, photographs, reports and 

newspapers, along with accounts from children 

and grandchildren of what their parents and  

 

 

 

 

grandparents told them. This makes the act of 

remembrance even more poignant as we approach 

this important milestone. 

 

When the war started in August 1914, many 

people in Britain expected that it would be over by 

Christmas but the war actually lasted much longer. 

Over the four years of war, around 886,000 

soldiers, sailors and airmen from the UK died. 

They were husbands, fathers, brothers, sons and 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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friends. Almost everyone would have known 

someone who had died and often, it would have 

been a close friend or relation.  

On Sunday, 4 August 1918, the fourth anniversary 

of the declaration of war, King George V and 

Queen Mary joined members of the House of 

Commons and the House of Lords for a special 

service at the Church of Saint Margaret, 

Westminster. The King had asked that 4 August 

1918 should be observed as a National Day of 

Prayer: 100 days later the war ended. 

Coming after such a long period of darkness and 

despair, the Armistice signalling the end of the war 

would have been a huge celebration, in stark 

contrast to the suffering and destruction of the 

previous four years. However, the huge loss of life 

left its mark on every community across the 

country. This is why each village has a war 

memorial, built and paid for by the local folk who 

wanted to remember those they had lost. 

During WW1, the Bible’s life words brought hope 

to millions of Service men and women. Lifewords 

distributed 43 million Active Service John’s 

Gospels, designed to fit into the pocket of a soldier 

or sailor’s tunic. Many drew solace and even found 

faith, turning to God in times of desperation. These 

same life words continue to bring comfort today. 

This month, we pick up the mantle of 

remembering once more. Churches across our 

country have again been praying for peace and 

reconciliation as we approach this special 

remembering time just as they did one hundred 

years ago. Some towns and villages have set up art 

installations, you can find poppies and silhouettes 

of soldiers right across Devon.  

This year both Armistice Day and Remembrance 

Sunday fall on the same day. Locally, we will be 

remembering the fallen from all conflict in the past 

hundred years and we cordially invite you to stand 

with us as we pay our respects. 

Rev Katie Cross 

Baptist Church 
Holy Writ or Historical Writing? 

 

Or why not both?  We saw in last month's article 

the very strong case for Luke, author of the gospel 

bearing his name and the book of Acts, to be 

considered as a reliable historian.  Every historian 

has to have sources.  An obvious one for Luke's 

first volume was the gospel of Mark, on which he 

draws heavily.  According to the fourth century 

church historian Bishop Eusebius, the apostle Peter 

transmitted to Mark what he recalled of the life 

and teaching of Jesus.  Mark then 'kept a single 

aim in view: not to omit anything of what he heard 

nor to state anything therein falsely.'  Luke was 

therefore only one stage away from an eyewitness 

account, the account moreover of a major player in 

the drama. 

 

Acts is more problematical.  Despite the most 

careful research, scholars have been unable to 

determine the origins of much of Luke's material. 

 This would seem to be because Luke has perfectly 

assimilated his sources and imposed his own 

editorial style upon them with such effect that no 

joins are visible and consequently it is impossible 

to be aware of the presence of source material.  As 

we mentioned last time, he was of course for a 

while the faithful travelling companion of the 

apostle Paul and consequently some portions of 

Acts (the 'we' passages) represent his own personal 

experience, so that he was either relying upon his 

memory to give an account or consulting a diary of 

the events which he had recorded as they unfolded. 

  

 

There can be no doubt that the historical 

framework of his narrative in both volumes is very 

striking.  His story begins 'in the days of Herod the 

King of Judah' and the birth of Jesus is further set 

in the reign of the emperor Augustus, with 

Quirinius governor of Syria.  The beginning of the 

ministry of John the Baptist is dated as the 

fifteenth year of the emperor Tiberius, successor to 

Augustus.  The ministry of Jesus is rooted in the 

context of Jewish feasts and he is tried before the 

Roman governor Pontius Pilate. 

 

As for the book of Acts, the framework of Roman 

jurisdiction is omnipresent.  Citizens, governors, 

proconsuls, puppet-kings, centurions, tribunes, 

functionaries, magistrates, the emperor himself - 

they are all there and provide the background for 

the narrative.  Furthermore, in some cases Luke 

gives names and titles which enable the modern 

historian to assign approximate dates to the events 

recorded, such as when Porcius Festus succeeded 

Felix as Roman governor.  As the historians 

Ramsey and Sherwin-White have shown, Luke 

makes his way effortlessly through the maze of 

first-century Roman nomenclature in a rapidly 

changing administrative context.  He knows 

whether affairs are in the hands of Politarchs, 
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Asiarchs or other proconsular authorities and does 

not appear to confuse them.  He is also well 

informed about Roman legal procedures.  One 

leading scholar has written of Luke: ' There is no 

instance where Luke has introduced an 

anachronism, which is a striking testimony to the 

general reliability of his narrative.'  

 

But Luke had other reasons for writing in addition 

to the purely historical motive... 

 

Funding from Focus 
 

Over the past few years Focus has been able to 

offer funding, primarily though not exclusively to 

village organisations for the benefit of the village.  

In 2018 we have been able to provide money for 

new hymn books for the Baptist Church; a 

welcome sign and information board for the 

Millennium Green (money set aside for this, but 

awaiting design before this is put in place); and a 

contribution towards an event commemorating the 

centenary of the end of the First World War (an 

event which, sadly, was subsequently cancelled). 

Focus has also just committed funding towards the 

improvements to the sound and projection system 

and to the flooring in the foyer of the Memorial 

Hall. 

 

Focus does still have surplus funds available for 

allocation to help the village, although it should be 

noted that this is far from a bottomless pit because 

we no longer make a profit from Focus now that it 

is professionally printed.  (We are hopeful of 

making a small profit from the sale of 2019 

calendars though.)  If you would like to apply for 

funding please set out what the funding would be 

for; how it would benefit the village; and what 

other sources of money you might have, given that 

Focus would not normally expect its funding to be 

for the whole project. While applications to date 

have usually been from organisations, we can also 

consider applications from individuals provided 

that we can see demonstration of some wider 

benefit. 

 

Knowing you, knowing us 
 

Continuity of relationships are present in many of 

our life choices. Friendships from a young age are 

those most likely to stand the test of time but also 

more transient links, from who cuts your hair to 

which garage you take the car to, tend to become 

fixed. Time and time again such continuity has 

been shown to be the most valuable part of 

General Practice.  Patients who have built a 

continuous relationship with a doctor spend less 

time in hospital and have better health outcomes. 

Being able to talk on the telephone or see the GP 

who knows you best circumvents a lot of 

unnecessary consultations. This means there are 

more appointments available for others. Continuity 

and accessibility are part of the same equation. It is 

always worthwhile asking to see the same doctor, 

even if you are an infrequent attender, as each 

contact helps to cement the framework of that 

relationship for the future. 

 

We are currently closely involved with the RD&E 

project of enhancing the speed that patients are 

discharged back home. We have helped them 

develop a communication system that keeps us 

informed of patients’ progress whilst in hospital. 

This is all about extending continuity of care 

further than the surgery boundaries and if we can 

achieve this it will unlock many doors that are 

often closed when people find themselves in 

unfamiliar and scary places. 

 

So for everyone working at Wyndham House 

continuity is the cornerstone of good General 

Practice. It also makes all of our jobs easier and 

more enjoyable.  However it does not just happen, 

it needs to be facilitated by our reception team.  

They are the vital link enabling us to provide our 

service.  They balance surgery timetables to ensure 

the ratio of urgent to book in advance 

appointments works (this varies with time of year, 

holiday periods and even the daily weather report). 

They know which GPs are available, who normally 

sees who and understand both patient and doctor 

preferences.  

 

Helen Gill has been leading the team doing this for 

us for over 30 years and is retiring this Christmas.  

She has been at the centre of organizing how our 

reception functions and has been handing over her 

expertise during the last 6 months. We all owe her 

an enormous thank you as her ability to organize, 

coordinate and link GPs, nurses and patients 

together has enabled us to run a system based on 

continuity of clinical care.  This is fundamental in 

enabling us to provide efficient and effective 

consultations, a satisfaction rate second to none 

and an accessibility that his envied across Devon. 

Thank you Helen from everyone. 

 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House, Silverton 
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Poetry  
 

Memories in November 

 

November, November, look back and remember, 

The fresh young flowers of spring; 

Walks in the woodland, a songbird’s clear notes; 

Swans on the river and bright-painted boats; 

November, November, look back and remember 

The warm sweet scent of a rose; 

Tea in the garden, the murmur of bees; 

Dreaming on the sands to the sigh of the seas; 

November, November, look back and remember 

The deep purple cloak of the moor; 

Blackberry picking, gold at our feet; 

Gathering hazels, a carnival treat; 

November, November, look back and remember 

When days are dismal and drear, 

The green of the springtime, Summer’s fair bloom; 

Let memory light November’s dark gloom. 

 

Taken from Through Nature’s Voice by Doreen Beer  

  

 

Lines on Edward Thomas’s In 

Memoriam: 

  

 

The flowers left thick at nightfall in the wood 

This Eastertide call into mind the men 

Now far from home, who with their sweethearts 

should 

Have gathered them and will do never again. 

 

  

Edward Thomas 

  

He wrote of flowers at nightfall in the wood, 

Of men who vanished into the waste of war, 

Of girls who stood where once the men had stood – 

He too would gather them no more. 

  Andrew Hoellering 

 

The Smile 

  

In memoriam, Eric Harris. 

  
Yes, I remember the platform - 

The train with the two blue airmen 

Talking, wrapped in a cloud of steam; 

- one I knew as Eric, his sister Mai 

looked after me, a small, insignificant 

tousled boy - only to Eric Harris I was not 

insignificant. 

Mai kept a distance, giving the men their own space 

and time - 

It turned out that he had little left. 

Eric glanced at me, smiling, whether to his mate, or 

me 

Or to his sister I never knew. 

I think it was a private smile, registering 

Us. It may have been his last smile; 

He seemed to know what he was fighting for. 

Mai told me later he had been shot down 

In his silver reconnaissance plane over France.  

His grave is unmarked - 

Only the smile survives. 

 Andrew Hoellering 
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Rainfall Record 
September was another relatively dry month – the 

fifth month in a row where the rainfall has been less 

than the ten-year average for Thorverton.  Indeed, the 

ten-year average for May to September inclusive is 

347mm (about 13.7 inches), but in 2018 we received 

just 183mm of rainfall (7.2 inches) for those five 

months.  Perhaps surprisingly given that overall 

picture, there was one very wet day in September – 

22
nd

 September (recorded in the morning of 23
rd

) - 

with 35mm of rainfall, accounting for over half of the 

monthly total. This was the wettest day of the year so 

far. 

 

Recipe 
 

Parsnip and Potato Mash 
 

Good with sausages, stews and casseroles.  

 

For four to six, depending on appetite, you will need: 

1 ½ lb (750 g) peeled Devon potatoes  

8 oz (250g) peeled Devon parsnips 

2 oz (50g) local butter 

grated nutmeg, black pepper 

1 tablespoon local cream, or crème fraiche 

chopped parsley  

 

Cut the potatoes and parsnips into egg sized chunks. 

Boil in salted water until just soft, drain, and allow to 

dry off before mashing.  

 

Add the butter and cream or crème fraiche, to the 

mash, and season with freshly ground black pepper 

and a little grated nutmeg.  

 

Sprinkle with freshly chopped parsley. 

 

Paul Cleave 

Sustainable Crediton 

 

Football Club 
 

After the first seven games of the 

season, the First team, playing in 

Division 2 of the Devon and Exeter 

League, had won 4, drawn 2 and lost just 1 game, 

having scored 26 goals and conceded 11. 

 

The Second team, playing in Division 7, had won 3, 

drawn 2 and lost 3 of their 8 games, scoring 19 and 

conceding 22 goals. 

 

One or other of the teams has a match most Saturday 

afternoons – ground conditions permitting – so do get 

along and support them. 

 

Women’s Institute  
October 2018 Meeting 

Brian Carlson, a Pelargonium enthusiast, joined us 

for our October meeting.  Brian, a retired headmaster, 

had always enjoyed growing Pelargoniums but since 

his retirement he has become a specialist and 

showman for Pelargoniums and also Fuchsias.  He 

told us that Pelargoniums were brought here in the 

1600s, by sailors from South Africa, where they 

grow like weeds.  He explained that the plants are 

often referred to as Geraniums due to the similarity 

of the seed pods of the perennial Geraniums, the 

word Geranium meaning Stork’s bill, however the 

similarities stop there – perennial Geraniums will 

withstand a wide range of temperatures but 

Pelargoniums cannot endure very low temperatures 

and dislike being wet. 

 

He had brought along a few plants, compost and pots 

and demonstrated taking cuttings and he talked us 

through care of plants at all stages, imparting us with 

all sorts of knowledge and tricks of the professional.  

He also shared his experiences with pests and 

diseases on the plants and told us what treatments he 

uses to combat the problems.  He followed all this 

with a slide show of his many award winning 

specimens – they were really amazing.  We all went 

away with knowledge and enthusiasm – look out for 

the village displays next summer!!! 

 

During the summer, members and guests have 

enjoyed two outings. For our first we drove to 

Colyton where we had coffee together before taking 

the tram to Seaton – a delightful journey on the top 

deck in glorious sunshine.  We spent a couple of 

hours at Seaton exploring and enjoying the seaside 

scenery, and of course had fish and chips and an ice 

cream. 

 

Recently we all met for a superb lunch at Bickleigh 

Mill followed by a trip on the horse drawn canal 

barge at Tiverton.  Although it was a windy day, the 

sun shone on us. 

 

Last week six of our members took part in the first 

round of the area skittles competition. 

 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, 6
th

 November at 

7.30pm when Fiona Harrison is going to talk about 

her experiences living in France.  You will be most 

welcome to come along too. 

 

In December some members will attend the 

Federation Carol Service at the Cathedral.  This is 

very popular and has to be restricted to ticket 

application. There will be an Institute Tea Party for 

members not attending the Carol Service. 
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24
th

 November will be our Christmas Coffee 

Morning and Market.  Do join us for a cuppa, chat 

and ‘a few buys’.                  
Judy Bright 

 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 

With the clocks going back and colder, darker 

evenings, we are all very pleased with our new 

refurbished and extended clubhouse. People can now 

sit in the warm, dry viewing area and watch play 

going on, whereas it used to be impossible to see the 

courts from inside the clubhouse. It is also a nice 

space for committee meetings and after match teas, 

and having a separate changing area is great when 

people arrive straight from work or other 

appointments and don’t want to change in their car! 

Our junior sessions on Wednesday evenings are well 

attended, but there are still places available if anyone 

would like to join. Please contact Alice Dowle our 

Junior Coaching coordinator, 

(alice2dowle@aol.com) or our Membership 

Secretary Laura Leigh on 0164724259 for any other 

questions. Other information about the club is 

available on our website: 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 

 

                                                       Sally Baldwin 

Where in Thorverton? 
 

This proved a rather difficult challenge over the 

summer.  I announced in the last edition of Focus 

that the winner was Tina Ayre (entirely a coincidence 

that she is wife of the Focus Chairman of course).  

Tina presented me with the answers forming three 

rather lovely local walks.   

 

The correct answers were: 

1. Bridge opposite the Sheep Dip 

2. Concrete football in Cleves Close 

3. Raddon, outside Higher Poole 

4. Silver Street (outside house in part of the slip-

road) 

5.Orchard House on Raddon Road (sign 

subsequently removed) 

6. Ratcliffe Farmhouse 

7. Bidwell Cross 

8. Fortescue Cross 

9. Beechings Way (near cricket ground) 

10. Three Limbed Oak (on Upton Pyne road) 

11. Crosses Farm end of Hulk Lane 

12. Lynch Close 

13. Old Shepherd’s Hut off Raddon Road 

14. Railway Bridge off Hulk Lane 

15. Rosepark cattle grid  

 

 
 

mailto:alice2dowle@aol.com
http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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History Society 
 

From Beer to 

Brisbane and back  

Peter Dare 

 
 

A change to our 

programme and we 

managed to get Peter to 

give a talk that we were 

hoping to schedule for 

next year. 

 

Peter lived in Thorverton for about 16 years but he 

was born in Beer. His grandfather was a fisherman 

there. He attended the local primary school before 

going on to secondary schooling in Axminster. He 

belonged to the local football and sailing clubs and 

worked in Trumps stores at weekends as a delivery 

boy. 

 

On leaving school in 1956 he started an 

apprenticeship in the quarries at Beer. Stone has been 

quarried from here for centuries and as a boy he used 

to play in the mines which are now a tourist 

attraction. Beer stone is a soft limestone and is cut 

out of underground mines, not an open quarry. It is 

cut with a saw and then hoisted by crane onto 

wagons. It was then taken by boat or road into 

Exeter. It was worked with traditional tools which 

have changed little over the years. At the age of 18 

he learned to drive in his father’s car and shortly after 

that the quarry closed. He was offered similar 

employment in Portsmouth or Swansea. He went to 

Swansea and worked on the stonework of new 

student accommodation as well as other buildings 

that had been damaged in the war. He worked a 75 

hour week with every 3
rd

 weekend off. 

 

After 18 months he was sent to build an extension to 

a church in Petersfield and when that was finished 

onto Oxford to build a new Marks and Spencer store, 

along with replacing stonework on university 

buildings. In 1962 he got a job with a masonry firm 

and in 1966 he moved back to Devon to work for 

Dart and Francis. At that time they were working on 

Exeter Cathedral and in 1969 he became the master 

mason at the Cathedral. He was now responsible for 

training apprentices. He was involved in the removal 

of the Victorian Mary Major church in the Cathedral 

Close. 

 

The cathedral had a winter cleaning programme and 

stone was needed so he went back to the quarry at 

Beer and reopened it along with another quarry at 

Salcombe Regis. It was here they found tools marks 

on the stone from 1445 when the quarry had closed. 

They used tungsten bladed chain saws to cut out 

blocks of stone and Peter did a lot of the carvings that 

can now be seen on the cathedral. His favourite one 

is of a dog called Butch who smoked a pipe. 

 

In 1983 the Queen visited Exeter and Peter was 

presented with Maundy money, in appreciation of the 

work he had done. In 1985 he did a lot of freelance 

work including Bradley Manor and Truro cathedral. 

He became a partner in Dart and Francis and worked 

on the Powder Mills on Dartmoor as well as other 

conservation work on many local properties. 

 

In 1989 he saw an advert for a job to complete the 

building of a cathedral in Brisbane, Australia. The 

construction had been started in 1906 but they ran out 

of money in 1912. In the 1960’s they built some 

more of it based around a steel frame but it had been 

designed as a load bearing building and Peter wanted 

the steel removed. He purchased a quarry about 80 

miles away to provide the stone they would need. 

Wooden cranes were still in use and initially they 

used stone rubble until they purchased a cutting 

machine. Despite resistance, the steel work was 

removed and a lot of time was spent fund raising. In 

1994 they purchased a cutting machine from Italy 

which would cut to computer design, although they 

had to hand finish everything as that is what the 

architect wanted. Work progressed on Brisbane 

cathedral and as they purchased further cutting 

machines they were able to sell stone for construction 

work in other countries. At this time Peter started 

making furniture as well as carrying out further 

freelance work via a company he set up. Peter did all 

the carving and sculptural work at Brisbane, mostly 

at weekends and he had to work around the church 

services. 

 

In 2000 he received an award and medal to recognise 

the work he had done in training the Australian 

apprentices. Many of the buildings in Brisbane have 

stone from the cathedral quarry. Bells for the 

Cathedral were made in London and there were 

concerns they might be too heavy for the tower. A 

concrete slab secured the tower and there were no 

problems. There is a benefactors’ gallery of those 

who donated one million Australian dollars to the 

project and Peter added one of himself without 

making the financial contribution. 

 

In 2007 he was awarded the Australian Medal by the 

Queen in recognition of his work and in 2009 he was 

awarded Constructor of the Year by Queensland 

University. He had now almost retired and now lives 

in Exeter. 

 

Robert Turner 
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Legal Eagle 
 

Vicarious liability means the liability of one person 

for the wrongs of another. It seldom applies in the 

criminal law but has an important role to play in civil 

law. In particular, the principle is applied to the 

liability of an employer for the torts of his employee 

or, in some cases, where the relationship is “akin to 

employment”. 

 

To establish vicarious liability against an employer, 

the claimant must show: 

 That the employee committed a tort; 

 The existence of an employer/employee 
relationship, or a relationship “akin to 
employment”; 

 The employee acted in the course of his or 
her employment when committing the tort 
in question or was involved in an activity 
closely connected with his role in the 
organization. 

The tests for determining the existence of an 

employer/employee relationship were dealt with in 

my September article. Whether or not a relationship 

might be regarded as “akin to employment” appears 

to be as much a matter of policy as of fact. In essence 

the court asks whether, having regard to the 

relationship between the parties, it would be fair to 

hold an organization vicariously liable for the 

individual’s wrongdoing. 

 

Sadly most of the case law in this area concerns 

abuse suffered by children at the hands of members 

of religious organizations, and claims of institutional 

negligence by the organization in failing to deal with 

allegations of abuse. In E -v- English Province of 

Our Lady of Charity and Another [2011] it was 

accepted that a Roman Catholic priest is not an 

employee but that the relationship between the 

Church and the priest is “akin to employment” so that 

the Church could be held vicariously liable for the 

wrongful acts of the priest. 

 

In Cox -v- Ministry of Justice [2016] the concept of 

a relationship being “akin to employment” was 

recognized when a prisoner working in the kitchen of 

HMP Swansea dropped a large bag of rice on to the 

claimant, who was working as the catering manager 

at the prison. The Ministry of Justice was held to be 

vicariously liable for the prisoner’s actions, despite 

the absence of an employment contract or 

commercial wage. Lord Reed saw this as an example 

of a relationship “akin to employment”. 

 

The employer will only be vicariously liable for 

those acts which the employee performs in the 

“course of employment” or one which is “closely 

connected” with the individual’s role in the 

organization. The course of employment question is 

answered by considering whether the wrongful act 

was one authorized by the employer or whether the 

act in question was a lawful act authorized by the 

employer, but carried out in a wrongful and 

unauthorized way. In essence, an employee will be 

deemed to be acting “in the course of employment”, 

when they are doing the job that they are employed 

to do. 

 

The term, “on a frolic of one’s own” is often used to 

describe the situation where an employee is acting 

outside the scope of his employment. In Hilton -v- 

Thomas Burton(Rhodes)Ltd [1961], the employer 

was held not to be vicariously liable for an accident 

which occurred when an employee was driving back 

from an unauthorized meal break when he was 

supposed to be working. 

 

When considering the question of whether the 

individual was engaged in an activity “closely 

connected” with his role in the organization, the 

Supreme Court in Mr A M Mohamud (in 

substitution for Mr A Mohamud (deceased) -v- 

WM Morrison Supermarkets plc [2016] the 

Supreme Court used a two part test. First the court 

must ask what was the nature of the employee’s job, 

viewed broadly. The Court must then decide whether 

there was a sufficient connection between the 

position in which he was employed and his wrongful 

conduct to make it right for the employer to be held 

liable. 

 

The matter of vicarious liability was recently 

considered by the Court of Appeal in Bellman -v- 

Northampton Recruitment and Another [2018]. 
Mr Bellman suffered serious injury when he was 

punched by his boss Mr John Major after an office 

Christmas party in 2011. It appears that the trouble 

started as colleagues gathered in the hotel for a late 

night drink after a party at Collingtree Park golf club. 

It seems that at some point during the evening the 

discussion had turned to “shop”. There was a heated 

exchange of views and that just before he lunged at 

Mr Bellman, Mr Major had pointed out quite 

vehemently that he was the boss and that he made the 

decisions. Mr Major struck Mr Bellman twice 

causing Mr Bellman to suffer serious injury as a 

result of falling and hitting his head on the marble 

floor. It was successfully argued at first instance, that 

the company could not be held responsible for Mr 

Major’s actions. The office party had ended by 3am 

when he hit Mr Bellman and he was no longer acting 

in his role as managing director. The Court of Appeal 

disagreed; Lady Justice Asplin said that Mr Major 

had “misused his position” as the company’s boss. 

The drinking session at the hotel was a “very long 
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way from being a social round of golf between 

colleagues” she added. 

 

“Mr Major was purporting to exercise his authority 

over his subordinates and was not merely one of a 

group of drunken revelers whose conversation had 

turned to work” she said. “It seems to me that the 

attack arose out of a misuse of the position entrusted 

to Mr Major as managing director. He asserted his 

authority in the presence of about 50 per cent of 

Northampton Recruitment’s staff and misused that 

authority.” 

 

The amount of Mr Bellman’s damages has yet to be 

assessed.  

 

I have not, as yet, had an opportunity to read a full 

law report, so what follows is an assumption on my 

part of the reasoning employed by the Court of 

Appeal. Mr Major was employed Managing Director 

of Northampton Recruitment. As such he exercised 

authority over other employees. Such exercise of 

authority was authorized by Northampton 

Recruitment; however, by seeking to exercise that 

authority in the way that he did, Mr Major acted in an 

unauthorized and wrongful way, allowing the court 

to find Northampton Recruitment vicariously liable 

for Mr Major’s actions. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 
 

 

Silverton and Exe Valley Seniors  
 

Events & activities for the             plus!  
 
 

 

COFFEE MORNING & QUIZ – Tuesday 13
th

 November  
Come and join us at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton between 1000 & 1130.  An opportunity to chat, take part in 

our optional quiz and raffle or book an outing. Entrance charge £1:00 includes refreshments. Everyone welcome! 
 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 5
th

 & 19
th

 November 
Venue as above: starts at 2:00 PM prompt.  Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment and raffle ticket (prizes!)  It’s 

fun, easy to learn and helps keep those brain cells active!  Can’t play? – we’ll show you how! 
 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS (see programme for Exe Valley pick-up times) 

 

29
th
 Nov Worcester Victorian Christmas Market  £15 

21
st
 Dec Christmas Lunch at the Waie Inn  £22 

 

In November we make a return visit to the Victorian-themed Worcester Christmas Market.  More than 200 stalls 

fill the atmospheric streets of this Cathedral City with the colours, sounds and irresistible aromas of Christmas 

whilst in the Food Hall you can enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie!  Experience the sounds of joyful 

choir and instrumental performances, magical dance displays, witness the juggling stilt walkers or step aboard the 

Victorian carousel listening to the sounds of barrel organ music.  Coach departs Silverton 0900 (usual Exe Valley 

pick-ups) 5 hours in Worcester. 

 

By popular demand, the December outing is once again going to the Waie Inn Zeal Monachorum (on the edge of 

Dartmoor) for our Christmas Lunch – a three course meal with crackers, coffee and mints.  This is a half day outing 

departing Silverton at 1100 with the usual Exe Valley pick-ups.  Inclusive Outing cost £22 (members) £25 (guests 

& non-members). 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events & would like to join the Club please contact Martin Clough Club 

Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton EX5 4HW Devon 01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Nature Notes 
I have more insect news and once again I mention the 

Merlin, this time in the A to Z. November can be a 

dreary month but is a good month for spotting fungi. 

What you see above ground is the fruiting body while 

beneath ground or in rotting wood is where the 

important job fungus does in assisting in the process 

of decay. 

 

Do you remember last month I mentioned a hornet 

mimic hoverfly? On 30
th
 September my daughter and 

I did a walk on Dartmoor and unexpectedly came 

across a different type of hornet mimic the Large 

Alder Sawfly Cimbex conatus. It was actually the 

larva of the Large Alder Sawfly we found feeding on 

alder Alnus glutinousa along the bank of the East 

Dart River. The adult of the Large Alder Sawfly is 

the hornet mimic. The larva is fairly large, bright 

green with a dark dorsal stripe and two rows of dots 

each side of its body. Further into the walk we 

spotted two other species of caterpillar, an early 

instar of the Drinker moth and mature Fox moth 

caterpillar. In fact we found three Fox Moth 

caterpillars within yards of each other. The Fox moth 

is a moorland species and is also found on the coast. 

On previous Dartmoor walks I have seen so many 

Fox Moth caterpillars I gave up counting after 90. It 

is a very large and furry caterpillar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During October at least one Sparrowhawk was busy 

in our garden having killed on separate occasions 

three Wood Pigeons. I may have disturbed one 

tucking into its kill as I found a very fresh headless 

carcass with most of the breast gone. The hawk did 

not appear to come back again but wasps, blow flies 

and corvids took their share. On another day as I was 

quietly picking up windfall apples a Sparrowhawk 

flew by with a small bird clutched in its talons. On 

another day I heard a rumpus above and a raptor was 

being chivvied by wagtails. Around 10 p.m. one 

evening I stepped outside to have a quick check on 

my moth trap and I heard a strange noise. I think it 

was a roosting pheasant high up in a tree as 

something had disturbed all the roosting pheasants 

around the area and they were all sounding off. 

Moments later I spotted a lovely mature hedgehog on 

the lawn in the light cast by the trap, eyes bright and 

nose wiggling as it listened to me softly talking to it. 

 

I’ve had two Thorverton residents contact me 

regarding my article in October Focus. The first was 

to say that after years of wondering if swallows 

would nest in the house porch, a pair successfully 

raised five chicks there this year. The adult pair was 

seen repairing the nest as if to start a second brood 

but sadly this did not happen. The second resident 

had found a mature Pale Tussock moth caterpillar on 

a garden chair cushion and placed the caterpillar in a 

large jar with various leaves for food. It was decided 

to put the caterpillar in the garden among leaf litter 

where it could pupate and not be disturbed before 

emerging as an adult in late spring. Before this could 

be done the caterpillar had already wrapped a leaf 

around itself, nature is so wonderful. 

 

You may have observed 

swarms of ladybirds on a 

few days in October. I 

wonder if they had come 

out of hibernation due to 

the exceptional 

temperatures we 

experienced in the 

month. I was given a 

recent picture showing a 

mass of several different 

species of ladybird all 

hibernating together in 

the crack of a door. 

There were at least 600 

ladybirds in the picture. 

 

 

 

 

A to Z  Merlin Falco columbarius 
I wrote about the Merlin in the March edition of 

Focus and I am re-visiting the bird because from now 

and until the beginning of spring you are likely to get 

a glimpse of this swift flying predatory falcon. The 

Merlin is 10.5-12.5 inches in length (27-32cm), 

around the size of a thrush. The adult male is slate-

blue above and having a rufous chest with blackish 

streaks. The female is dark brown above with a 

whitish-creamy chest and more heavily streaked 

below than the male. You are most likely to spot this 

bird when it is flying very low, literally almost 

Large Alder Sawfly Larva – Photo Ro 
Garne 

Fox Moth Larva –  
Photo Ro Garne 
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touching the ground. You may also chance upon it 

perched low down on a vantage point. The 

Sparrowhawk has a similar low down flying habit 

when chasing prey but is a larger bird than a Merlin. 

A Merlin’s wings are much more pointed and angular 

in flight than a Sparrowhawk. 

 

In spring and summer the Merlin is to be found on 

moors, cliffs or sand dunes where it breeds. The nest 

is usually a scrape on bare ground but sometimes will 

nest on cliff ledges or in trees, utilising old nests of 

larger birds such as crow.  

 

In autumn the Merlin comes away from its breeding 

grounds to more open countryside and it is here we 

get a chance to see this neat little raptor. Its prey is 

small birds such as finches, buntings and pipits.  In 

medieval times royalty hunted with the Gyrfalcon, 

earls were allowed to hunt with Peregrine and 

hunting clergy used the Merlin and Hobby. Common 

people were not allowed to hunt with falcons.  

 

Last Words 

On 29
th
 September I happened to go onto the official 

website of the International Space Station and 

discover the station was passing over that very 

evening. Just before the time it was scheduled I went 

outside and within minutes it appeared very bright in 

an almost empty sky and travelled swiftly and 

silently by. So if you want something to do on these 

dark evenings check the website for when it is due 

over Exeter.  

 Jenny Garne, 01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

The Garden in November 2018 
November is a busy month in the garden if you want 

to plant deciduous trees or shrubs. The ground is still 

warm enough and the plants have become dormant so 

there is no risk of new delicate growth starting before 

winter sets in. Do not plant evergreen plants now; the 

time has passed and you would be better planting 

next spring when the soil has warmed up again. 

Planting advice varies. For trees, dig a square hole 

deep enough to sit the tree so that its graft is above 

the soil level. The square shape prevents the roots 

growing in circles as this can lead to the roots 

strangling the young tree in some cases.  The graft 

needs to be above the soil so that the root stock plant 

is not stimulated into extra unwanted growth. Lightly 

fork the base but do not make the base soil soft, 

otherwise the tree will sink lower than desired.  If 

staking, position stake at this point of the procedure. 

Enriched soil is not required for infill as the tree 

needs to grow roots outside of the growing hole to 

find nutrients. However, if the soil is very poor or 

very heavy, mix with garden compost to improve the 

structure and aid water drainage. 

 

Bare root roses will be available for planting now. If 

you haven’t time or the weather is unsuitable for 

planting straight away, heel in your roses in a trench 

until ready for planting. The trench needs to be a spit 

deep, i.e. the depth of the spade. Place the roses at an 

angle of 45 degrees in the trench and firm the soil in 

around them, covering the base of the rose and the 

roots. The roses will be perfectly safe to leave like 

this all winter if you cannot plant out for any reason. 

If planting now, do not prune the new roses until 

spring.  

 

Hybrid tea roses and floribunda roses can be pruned 

now or left for the spring. If leaving them, cut back 

the tops to prevent wind rock. If the weather turns 

cold early in November, leave all these jobs until 

next spring. 

 

Weather conditions in November will determine how 

much you can do in the garden. In Devon we can 

often garden and clear up well into December; but 

one can’t rely on this, so chose the most important 

jobs to get done first. 

 

It’s quite a good idea to run the lawn mower over a 

leafy lawn on a high setting to clear up leaf litter. If 

you have had time to scarify, i.e. rake out the moss 

etc from the lawn first, that is very good for the lawn. 

Do not be tempted to give the lawn a big haircut as 

frost can then damage unprotected roots. 

 

There is still time to plant some onion sets (just done 

that – Ed) and garlic early in November for the 

vegetable grower. Also leeks and winter greens can 

be planted now. The brassicas will need pigeon and 

slug protection! Clear up the vegetable beds and 

remove overwintering weeds and cover all but next 

year’s root crop beds with compost. Straw with the 

compost is fine as this will add structure and carbon 

to the soil and you will find your soil much more 

malleable when you come to plant next season.  

 

Do not feel under pressure to clear all the garden 

before the winter (thanks for that  – Ed) but do try to 

cut back anything that will go slimey over winter. 

Alstromerias are one such plant that comes to mind 

and also geraniums can be soggy by the end of winter 

and much harder to clear up in the spring. Some 

clearance will be needed if you are planting out some 

spring bedding plants; do not leave this too late! 

 

Well, Neville, it’s all go on the garden  and veggie 

front, but all good healthy exercise and something 

next year to show for your hard work. 

 

                              Happy Gardening 

                                                   Lorraine Colebrook 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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One hundred years on (Part 5) 

This concludes our mini-series of WW1 postcards supplied by Alex Fice. 

 

From the Archives 
I am sorry that the volume of other articles caused me not to be able to include this series in the last two editions of 

Focus. I have not dropped it yet – but will do if no villagers find the series of interest (feedback please). 

   

Bellringing has featured strongly in Thorverton for many years.  This month I reproduce two articles, both written 

by Emily Aird, the first from June 1990 and the second from December 1987: 
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TARTS News   

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 

Recent walks: 

 

Saturday 22
nd

 September 

 

A very wet morning greeted us as we met at the 

Nobody Inn at Doddiscombeleigh. We had two dogs 

with us ready to help pull us up the hills, as Scrumpy 

had brought along a friend on a play date. Nobody 

knew it at the time, including Scrumpy, that this 

would turn out to be her last Tarts walk. And what a 

perfect walk it turned out to be from her perspective; 

plenty of water and muddy puddles to lie in and 

shake off over everyone too slow to get out of her 

way! 

 

Leaving the Nobody Inn we turned right past the 

entrance to the church and very soon turned right 

again up Tick Lane. This was rather a long slog to 

the top where we eventually turned left at a 

crossroads, passing some alpacas in a field, and then 

right, along a ridge which would have given us 

amazing views had the mist not been so low. Very 

soon we past Haldon Belvedere and made a bit of a 

detour to view it – it was incredibly atmospheric in 

the mist.  

 

Leaving Haldon Belvedere a deliberate wrong turn 

turned out to be a superb woodland trail through the 

Forestry Commission land at Haldon, with a carpet of 

autumn fallen leaves a much nicer surface underfoot 
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than the paved road. The area is a haven for moths 

and butterflies in the season, and part of out walk 

took in a section of the ‘Butterfly Trail’. The autumn 

colours were just changing on the trees and despite 

the rain it actually wasn’t that muddy underfoot.  

 

Although we indulged in a coffee stop in the wood, 

we waited until Higher Ashton for our lunch where 

we could seek refuge in the porch of the church. The 

15
th
 century church of John the Baptist has an 

impressive medieval painted rood screen and stained 

glass and provided a welcome stop. 

 

Leaving the church behind, we headed north and 

followed the footpath along field edges and through a 

small section of woodland before joining the bank of 

the Shippen Brook. A delightful amble alongside the 

brook brought us back to Doddiscombeleigh.  

 

Scrumpy has been a very keen TART and over the 

years has probably clocked up more miles than any 

of us. She will be sadly missed. 

 

Future walks: 

 
Saturday 27th October  - led by Mike. 

Saturday 10th November - led by Caroline 

Saturday 24th November - led by Graeme. 

Saturday 8th December - an afternoon walk led by 

Jerry (so people can attend the Christmas Saturday 

market) 

Saturday 22nd December - Tarts Killerton Christmas 

amble – followed by the Christmas meal at The 

Stables Cowley. Anyone that wants to come and 

hasn’t let me know please let me know as I need final 

numbers by the end of October. 

Saturday 5th January – led by Mike 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 
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Garden Club  

 
Monday November 19

th
, 7.30pm in Upton Pyne Village Hall. £3. Raffle and refreshments. 

Paul Bartlett of Stone Lane Gardens, Nr Chagford on its “History and Trees within it”.   

 

 

The Exeter Forum 
 

We would like to welcome you to our talks. These 

are on most Wednesday mornings in the Mint 

Methodist Church Centre, Fore Street, Exeter. Tea & 

coffee 10.15.  Talks 10.45-12.00. 

 

The Exeter Forum is a friendly social group for 

retired people, which has been presenting a wide 

variety of interesting and entertaining weekly talks 

by leading local figures, experts and enthusiasts for 

nearly 50 years. 

 

Visitors and prospective members are always 

welcome.  Admission £3, members free. Membership 

from November 2018 to March 2019 is £12.50 for 16 

meetings.  

 

The programme until Christmas is: 

 

Nov 7
th
 John Keohane: Life as a Warder in the 

Tower of London 

Nov 14
th 

Members’ General Assembly  

Nov 21st  John Walters: The Wildlife of Devon  

Nov 28
th
 Mandy Seiffert  (Air Hostess and 

Hostage):  Fasten Your Seat Belts 

Dec  5
th      

Hamish Marshall: BBC Spotlight South 

West  

Dec 12
th
 A Seasonal Anthology of Words and 

Music by Forum Members.  

Dec 19
th
 and 26

th
   No Meetings. 

 

All enquiries to Diana Taylor, Forum Secretary.  Tel 

01392 273732.  

Email:     exeterforum@btinternet.com       

Website:     www.exeterforum.org 

 

Do come and try us out! 

David Oates, Chairman of Forum 

http://www.exeterforum.org/
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Thorverton Calendar 

 
The Thorverton 2019 calendar will be on sale – while stocks last - at Thorverton Cooperative Trust (the Post 

Office), the Berry Dairy, the November Saturday Market in the Memorial Hall (on 10
th
 November), and the 

Christmas Market at the WI Hut (24
th
 November).  The calendar costs £5 and features A4 landscape photos around 

the area taken by villagers, with an A4 landscape grid below each month’s photo giving room to note engagements. 

An ideal Christmas gift.  
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Adverts 

 
 

 

 Oven Ready Turkeys and Geese 

For Christmas 

     
Traditional Free Range Bronze & Barn Reared Turkeys 

Free Range Geese 

 

        Mike & Tim Leach, Glebelands Farm, Upton Pyne Exeter                    

 

Tel; 01392 841552 / 07889 825796 

 

Order Online  www.tastybird.co.uk   

 

*Home delivery by courier available or collect your order from the farm 

 

http://www.tastybird.co.uk/
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Do you need help 

around the home? 

 

Cleaning. 
Clutter-busting. 

Light Gardening. 
Animal Care. 

 
Or whatever you need help with....just ask! 

 
Regular or one-off slots available. 

 
25 years local experience. 

 
Excellent References.  DRB 

checked/Insured. 
 

Call Sam for an informal chat about your 
needs. 

 
01392 882357 or 07779793135 
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 or 
0797 617 5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Kevin Sussex 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 
07919950222 

 

 

Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service. Also alterations undertaken 

  

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Tuesdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. Email: curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

  

Logs For Sale 

 

 £85 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501. 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust    Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Nick Bright 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.                   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                               Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman  and Secretary: Paul Webb,  07944533372. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries  
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
Bon Voyage to Dr Burkill who is off to New Zealand for a year and hello to Dr Emma Stone who is working with us for the next 

year 
Good luck to Dr Megan Griffiths as she leaves to continue her training, and hello to Dr Harriet Burn as she completes her final 

year of GP training with us. 

 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Emma Stone Dr Jeff Solman Dr Harriet Burn 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 
*emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 15:00 – 16:00 

 

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you 
prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 
Surgery hours:    Monday - Thurs.  08:30 - 18:00 

     Friday   08:30 - 17:00 
 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00    
Friday                         08.30 - 17:00  

 
There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be 

collected all through the day. 
 

 
Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 
 

On-line appointment booking   
Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2018 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

November 12
th
 and 26

th
     November 5

th
 & 19

th
  

December 10
th
 and 24

th
     December 3

rd
 and 17

th
 

 
   

Mobile Library 
Every 4th Thursday in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20.  2018:  Nov. 22

nd
,  Dec. 20

th
. 

 

 

Union Flag Flying days in November 
11

th
 Remembrance Sunday 

14
th
 Birthday of HRH the Prince of Wales 

30
th
 St Andrew’s Day 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.05 from the Berry, 10.10 

from Latchmore Green. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.05 from The Berry and 10.09 from the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station, Stand 5. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach service 55B:  
To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

07.55, 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.01, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service), 18.16.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.40, 17.45. 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.12, 18.10.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Exeter Bus Station (via St David’s train station): 07.30, 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.35, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.50.  

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 8.42, 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.57, 11.57, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57, 23.50. 

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2018 
Please notify the Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 2
nd

  Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church, 10.20-12 noon.  All Welcome 

Fri 2
nd

  Family Halloween Party, Memorial Hall. 6pm. Fancy dress optional.  Adults £3, children £2. 

Thurs 8
th
 Ladies Group, 7.30pm 

Fri 9
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15-3.15pm. Anglican and Baptist venture. All welcome 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market, Big Breakfast and Craft Fair, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am. 

Sat 10
th
  Supper and Concert of WW1 songs & poetry, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.00pm. See Notices. 

Sun 11
th
  Remembrance Service for Thorverton & Cadbury, Parish Church, 10am. War Memorial 11am. 

Sun 11
th
 Centenary of the end of WW1 exhbition, Memorial Hall, 11.00am to 4.00pm  

Mon 12
th
  Act of Remembrance for Thorverton Primary School, 11am at the War Memorial.  

Tues 13
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 17
th
  Millennium Green maintenance day – all helpers welcome, from 10.00 

Mon 19
th
 Garden Club, History and Trees within Stone Lane Gardens, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 23
rd

   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15-3.15pm. Anglican and Baptist venture. All welcome 

Fri 23
rd

  History Society, Dr Todd Gray – 100 things you should know about Exeter, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 24
th
  WI Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

 

DECEMBER  

Sat 1
st  

Holly Ball, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sun 2
nd   

Tree Lighting Ceremony, Memorial Hall 

Thurs 6
th
 PTFA Christmas Fair, School, 3.30-5.00pm 

Fri 7
th
 Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church, 10.20-12 noon.  All Welcome 

Fri 7
th
–Sat 8

th
  Christmas Tree Festival, St Mary’s Church, Silverton.  10.30am-6.30pm 

Sat 8
th
   Saturday Market & Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am. 

Sun 9
th
   Christmas Concert, St Mary’s Church, Silverton. 3.00pm 

Tues 11
th
 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Wed 12
th
  Christmas Bingo, Memorial Hall  

Sat 15
th
  Millennium Green maintenance day – all helpers welcome, from 10.00 

Sun 23
rd

  Service of Lessons and Carols, Thorverton Parish Church, 5.00pm 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Harvest 

 
 

Holly Ball  

 


