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Editorial 
 

I was one of the 17 who did the TARTS walk on the 

first Saturday in January.  What a lovely walk it was 

too, starting from just below Raddon Top and 

walking along easy to follow paths up to Cheriton 

Fitzpaine and then back through Stockleigh Pomeroy 

to Raddon Top.  I was amazed to find that most of 

the paths were new to me: so near to home, yet 

undiscovered (for me at least) until that day.  So 

peaceful too.  That is all part of the beauty of this bit 

of Mid Devon of course. 

 

More recently, I went along to the TCT Ltd AGM 

last week.  It was far better attended than the 

previous year’s AGM, although we still managed to 

pass around Heather’s box of chocolates twice, and I 

think that there were still a few left for Royston to eat 

at home.  TCT Ltd – Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 

Ltd – exists to sell newspapers, cards and stationery 

in the Portakabin, and to help keep the Post Office 

going.  This is an invaluable service to many 

residents, particularly as the Post Office is able to 

provide so many banking services.  But, as with so 

many of our village functions, TCT Ltd and the Post 

Office are only just viable and could easily disappear.   

 

Heather Kershaw, who is the tireless chair and 

membership secretary of TCT Ltd, has put in her 

usual update on page 12 of this month’s Focus, 

asking villagers to support TCT and the Post Office 

by using its services, and also to consider paying £10 

to be a TCT member for a year (while we are actually 

some two-thirds of the way through the current 

membership year I am sure that Heather would not 

mind anyone showing an interest in membership 

now).  

 

While I am on the subject of supporting village 

functions, I must congratulate the Memorial Hall 

committee on setting out their programme for the 

year: see page 3.  They have managed to lay on a 

very broad programme and I hope that they will be 

well supported at the various events, in addition to 

which, of course, is the monthly big breakfast and 

market on the second Saturday of each month. 

 

I am pleased to bring a couple of rather unusual 

articles in this month’s Focus, one penned by a dog, 

or so it said on the email (and no, I wasn’t then 

thinking of your article Mike!).  I do hope that others 

of you will be inspired to write too.  It is sometimes 

the slightly quirky one-off contributions that make 

Focus interesting. 

 

You may also notice that we have some new 

advertisers.  We have a terrific range of services 

covered by our advertisers, so do make Focus your 

first port of call when looking for someone to do 

some work or provide a service for you.  It wouldn’t 

do us any harm if you let them know that you were 

contacting them because you had seen their advert in 

Focus too! 

 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Thorverton Parish Council  
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

(PC) meeting held in January 2019. The latest meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane  

and on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

12
th

 February 2019, 7.30pm, Thorverton Memorial Hall.   
thorvertonpc@gmail.com    www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

 

 

Budget and Precept for the 2019/2020 tax year: 

It was resolved to reduce the draft Budget figure by £5,000 and to submit a Precept demand of £16,650 gross / 

£15,602 net after deduction of anticipated income for the year. Any shortfall in outgoings would be taken from 

general reserves. As a result residents will see a reduction in local tax payable. It was noted that the MDDC grant is 

no longer available.  

 

Highways:  
1. Lamp post cobble work – the Contractors are now sourcing local cobbles in order to redo the work. 

2. Hulk Lane dedication of Public Bridleway – due to ongoing concerns regarding the possible loss of public 

access to the Lane a representative from DCC was to be invited to the February meeting to discuss the matter 

further.   

3. Raddon sign post – it was resolved to obtain a quote for an official directional sign post at the top of Bullen 

Hill. 

4. Clearing of the Brook at Stonebridge – this work, to be paid for by DCC, was still pending. 

 

New Cemetery: 

To date 30 volunteers had shown interest in the pending archaeological ‘dig’ at the proposed new Cemetery site. 

Several letters of support for the project had been received together with pledges of grant funding.  The application 

to the Heritage Lottery Fund, for grant funding to cover the cost of the ‘dig’, was nearing completion. 

 

Grant Funding award – Mid Devon Mobility:  
It was resolved to grant £200. to this cause due to ongoing support given to local residents. 

 

Planning Applications and Decisions: 

1. 18/01589/HOUSE change of description and revised drawing – erection of a 2 storey side extension, single 

storey side and rear extensions and front porch after demolition of existing garage and conservatory, including 

works to access, at Laburnum Cottage, Thorverton. It was resolved to submit ‘no further comment’. 

2. 18/02018/FULL revised scheme - conversion of barn to dwelling at Pitt Farm, Thorverton. It was resolved to 

submit ‘no comment’. 

 3. 18/01620/PNCOU prior notification for the change of use of agricultural building to dwelling under Class Q at 

Thatchers Lane, Thorverton. Approved. 

4. 18/01851/NMA & LBC non material amendment for 17/00467/HOUSE to allow addition of railings and 

balustrade to outside stone steps at Court Barton, Thorverton. Granted. 

5. 18/01647/CLP certificate of lawful use for a proposed use or development - siting of a caravan to provide 

additional accommodation to the main house at Stone Bungalow, Thorverton. Approved. 

6. 18/01654/HOUSE & LBC erection of 2 storey side and rear extension after demolition of existing 2 storey side 

extension at Berrybridge House, Thorverton. Approved. 

 

 SWW – Installation of Event Date Monitoring: 

The work, consisting of a trench from Bullen Street through the car park to the box to the left of the Post Office to 

lay a cable to monitor sewage flow, will take place between 18th – 22nd February 2019. Disruption to traffic flow 

at the top of Bullen Street and access to the car park is to be expected.  

 

Memorial Hall notice board in the Quarry Car Park:  

Permission was granted for a new notice board, at no cost to the PC, to be installed at the entrance to the car park.  

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Court Barton Deed of Variation:  
Confirmation had been received advising that the document had now been engrossed, LiveWest had signed it, and 

that it was now with Westhaven Homes for execution.  The process to ensure that local people can primarily benefit 

from the affordable homes at Court Barton Close is, therefore, now nearing completion. 

 

Your Parish Councillors: Nick Bright (Chairman), Stuart Crang (Vice Chairman), John Hodge, Neville Lane, 

Hilary Lawson, David Reygate, Graham Sims, John Spivey, Robert Turner and David Waldron.  

 

 
 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 

 
 

The Hall Committee has planned a programme of 

events and activities for 2019 so please make a note 

of them in your diaries. 

 

Saturday 2 March. We are delighted to host a 

fundraising evening with Stay Lucky in support of 

the Devon Air Ambulance Trust.  (There will be no 

hire charge and profits from the bar will go to the 

Trust.)   

 

Tuesday 16 April: EASTER BINGO 

 

Tuesday 7 May: Memorial Hall AGM.  This is the 

opportunity for you to advise the Hall Committee 

what you think we are doing right or wrong.  It is 

your hall: do come along to help us provide the 

programme for the village. 

 

Saturday 18 May PIE AND QUIZ NIGHT. 

 

Saturday  22 June:  Summer will be here so what 

more tempting and more puzzling than a fabulous 

BEACH PARTY. (If you are confused by a ‘beach 

party’ in Thorverton don’t worry – all will be 

explained later.) 

 

Saturday 13 July: the ever popular FUN DAY and 

DOG SHOW 

 

Friday 1 November HALLOWEEN PARTY 

 

Saturday 9 November  CRAFT FAIR 

 

Saturday 30 November.  As a change from the 

Holly Ball you are invited to the exhilarating 

CHRISTMAS CEILIDH/BARN DANCE. 

 

Sunday 1 December: TREE LIGHTING 

CEREMONY 

 

Tuesday 10 December: CHISTMAS BINGO 

There is room in the programme for more activities 

so if you have a suggestion please pass it on to any 

member of the committee (see below) 

 

 

WEDDINGS and PARTIES 

The hall is a wonderful venue for weddings and 

parties.  If you are planning such an event why not 

consider the hall.  Just contact any member of the 

committee – they will put you in touch with the right 

person to contact.  Come and see the hall’s facilities 

– you might be surprised by what the hall can offer. 

 

Memorial Hall Committee 

Sarah Addicott, Mike Baldwin, Russ Clarke, Roger 

Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, John Hodge, Sue Hyde, 

Claire Heaven-Roberts, Colin Marshall, Dave 

Reygate, Jenny Reygate, Mike Shelton. 
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Notice Board  

 

49
th
 EAST DEVON ARTS FESTIVAL   

at THORVERTON CHURCH 
 
Dates of this year’s festival are May 14

th
 – 18

th
 2019 

inclusive. 

 

Preparation will begin on Wed May 8
th
 when the 

display boards will be put up in the church. Further 

prep in church takes place on Thu and Fri that week. 

 

Sat 11
th
 is the day when all the art and craft work is 

delivered and then on Sun 12
th
 it is hung and set out 

for display. 

 

There is always lots to get involved with before, 

during and after the festival so please contact us with 

offers of help and any questions. 

 

If you wish to exhibit art or craft work, then please 

contact us soon for an entry form.  Forms will be 

posted to regular exhibitors by mid-February. 

 

NB the closing date for sending in your entry form 

is Sat April 13
th

. 

 

Looking forward to another great festival. 

Heather + Royston Kershaw   01392 860419   Jean 

Brown   01392 861176 

eastdevonarts@aol.com  

 

http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_co

ntent&view=article&id=397&Itemid=215  

 

 

Do you need some assistance with 

funding? 
 

Focus is in the fortunate position of having some 

money available, which the Focus Committee would 

like to make available to help the village.   

 

If you want to apply for funding, please write or 

email the Focus Editor.   

 

The Committee will take into consideration the 

benefit to the village (although this will not 

necessarily just be the number of villagers likely to 

be positively affected) and what other sources of 

funding the requester might have. 

 

 

 

Welcome Café 

 
We are in the WI Hut every Monday 

afternoon, excepting Bank Holidays, from 

2.30pm.  

  
If you would like to join us for tea, coffee, 

cake and a chat you are most welcome.  

 

We share village news and events and just 

enjoy the company of others.  You do not 

have to come every week, just as it suits 

you. 

 

Anyone is welcome: - Mums with little 

ones, workers having time out, and any 

other ladies and gentlemen whatever age 

who would like to join us.   

 

If you would like to come but the walk up 

is too much for you, give us a ring on 

860356 and we can arrange transport. 
 

 

 

Silverton Memory Café 
 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall every 

Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.  
  

All welcome.  Contact Annette Emmerson on 

01392 860983 or annettejean@hotmail.com for 

further details. 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
  

We shall be holding our monthly   
  

Coffee Mornings 

in the back room 
  

from 10.30 to 12 noon 

on Friday 1st February  

and  

Friday 1st March 
  

A warm welcome to all 
 

 

 

mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com
http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=397&Itemid=215
http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=397&Itemid=215
mailto:annettejean@hotmail.com
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SILVERTON LINK UP 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients  

 

 VOLUNTEER DRIVERS  

 

Jean Hawkins 860849           John Kiely 861545 

Doreen Beer 860731        MaryClare Smith 861916           

Dave Sleep 860678                      Mary Hall 860532             

John Pizey 861711                       Dave Cole 860030    

Lorraine Yarnell 861240     Stephen Roach 861042 

John Owen-Jones 841085* 

     

*This driver only does surgery appointments 

 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT 

ONE OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS 

POSSIBLE. 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the 

Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 

appreciated. 

Donations should be given direct to the driver, who 

issues a receipt. 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up 

their time to help others in the community. Although 

they will do their best, they cannot always be 

available, so it may not always be possible to arrange 

a lift. 

 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@icloud.com      

 

Make a date: 

 

Focus AGM 

 

Wednesday  

6th March 2018 

7.30pm 

 

All welcome. Details in March’s 

Focus 
 

 

 
Non- are welcome to all of the Garden Club’s events 

and talks - £3.  Raffle and refreshments at all talks. 

 

Millennium Green Maintenance Days 

 

Saturday 16
th

 February 

and  

Saturday 30
th

 March 

 

From 10.00am 
 

All helpers welcomed.   
Please help to keep the Millennium Green looking good. 

 

 Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 

 

Curry and Quiz Upton Pyne Village 

Hall 

  

Sat. 2 February 7 for 7.30pm  

Quiz teams of 4 people welcome, but we 

can make up teams on the night and 

everyone is invited.    

 

Tickets £10 (bring your own drinks)  

Email lindafindlay99@yahoo.co.uk or call 01392 

841402  

  

Friends of Upton Pyne – helping to 

maintain our village church and grounds 

for everyone  
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 THORVERTON CHURCH CHOIR     ♫ 
 

Our choir of c.18 members meets regularly and often 

sings music in parts : soprano, alto, tenor and bass. 

Not all of our members would call themselves proper 

musicians or music readers but we manage  to 

achieve a high standard of singing and cover a very 

wide range of music not just very traditional ‘church’ 

stuff! 

 

If you’d like to join us then we’d be very pleased to 

see you. All ages are welcome and there are no 

auditions.  

Do contact me for more information or come along to 

hear us one Sunday morning or on one of our 

Thursday practice evenings. 

 

Thursday Choir Practices at Thorverton Church   

7.45 – 9.00pm 

 

Jan 31st, Feb 14th, 28th, Mar 14th, 28th 

 

Services with Choir 
 

Feb   3rd   Communion – 9.30 service 

Feb  17th   Family Service – 9.30 for 10.00 start 

Mar  3rd    Communion – 9.30 service 

Mar 17th   Family Service – 9.30 for 10.00 start   

with BAPTISM 

Mar 31st   Family Service – 9.30 for 10.00 start  

MOTHERING SUNDAY 

 

CONTACT :  

 

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather Kershaw  

01392 860419  heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_co

ntent&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39  

 

  

 

 

 
 

A look at the Gospel of Luke 
Come and join the group in the 

Thorverton Arms snug 
 8th & 22nd February 

8th & 22nd March 
2.15 - 3.15 pm 

 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 
 

   

 

Thorverton and District History Society 

 

The debtors’ prisons of 18th century 

England 

Dr Tawny Paul 

Friday 22 February 2019  

7.30pm 

 

Thorverton-based historian Dr Tawny Paul’s research 

focuses on the social history of debt. Her work on 

debtors' prisons explores themes of downward social 

mobility and financial insecurity. 

 

 
 

Thorverton WI Hut 
Non-members welcome.  £3.00 at the door 

 

 

Silverton and Exe 

Valley Seniors 
 

 
 Annual General Meeting 

 

2.30 pm Wednesday 27
th

 February 

 

Community Hall Silverton 

 
...have your say and collect the 2019 outings details 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39
http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39
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Seniors’ lunches 
@ THE THORVERTON ARMS 

NOW EVERY OTHER 

WEDNESDAY 

12 noon for 12:15 pm 

 OPEN TO ALL* 

FOR COMPANY, LUNCH & 

LAUGHTER          £6 

 Please phone 860205 by the previous 

Monday to book.  

        February         6th, 20th  

        March             6th, 20th  

* if you are eligible for an older person’s bus 

pass 

 

 

Charity Quiz Night 

@THE THORVERTON ARMS 

In aid of 

Thorverton  Preschool 

Wednesday 13th February  

7:15 for 7:30pm 

 

Teams of up to six 

£2.00 per person  

suggested donation 

 

Phone 01392 860205 

To book your table 
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THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 
Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 

860455 
We offer a very wide range of post office 

and banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards for every occasion (well nearly!), local 

postcards, posting and packing materials, 

health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, 

photocopying + lots more 

♥  VALENTINE CARDS NOW IN STOCK  
♥ 

Remember, we’re here for your 

needs ALL YEAR 

REALLY EASY PARKING + 

ACCESS 

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri  8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 

 

 

 
Jubilee Green in winter photographed by Russ Clarke 
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Church Services and News  

FEBRUARY 2019 SERVICES & INFORMATION   
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

 

Sunday 3 February 5
th

 Sunday before Lent  

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  KC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  Lay Led  

10:00 am  Open Door Informal Service  Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore KC  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe   

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury  Lay Led 

 

Sunday 10 February 4
th

 Sunday before Lent  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham MSS  

09:30 am Service of Thanksgiving   Newton St Cyres KC 

09:30 am  OPEN  Thorverton  

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon   

11:15 am Morning Worship     Rewe                                          Lay Led & LF  

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Upton Pyne KC  

 

Sunday 17 February 3
rd

 Sunday before Lent 

08:30 am  Holy Communion [Said] [C] Brampford Speke  D Francis  

09:30 am Communion by Extension [C] Cadbury L Ford  

09:30 am OPEN  Thorverton 

10:00 am  Family Service    Thorverton  Lay Led 

10:00 am  Service of the Word  Poltimore Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon MSS 
 

Tuesday 24 February 2
nd

 Sunday before Lent  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres MSS 

10:00 am Informal Service  Cadbury Lay Led  

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:00 am  Service of the Word & Baptism  Upton Pyne KC 

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church BOF 
   Joint with Parish Church   

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe JD 

05:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham Lay Led  

 

Sunday 3 March Sunday before Lent  

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  Lay Led  

10:00 am  Open Door   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore JD 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe   

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service   Cadbury  Lay Led 

 

Wednesday 6 March Ash Wednesday   

11:00 am  Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke   KC  

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  
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Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres; contact Sue Browne on 01392 851460 for location. 

 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org  

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

JD Revd Julia Dallen   Associate Minister 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

 

Parish Letter  
 

Christian Foundations 
 
We are fast approaching Shrove Tuesday, The day of 

preparation For Lent when we traditionally rid our 

homes of all sorts of nice stuff in order to concentrate 

on Jesus. Well, in our own way, we too have been 

taking time out to concentrate on Jesus, the church 

and our roles within our local expression of the 

Anglican Communion.  

 

Paul Cross, Fiona Thompson and Fiona Cox have 

been undertaking the “Foundations In Christian 

Ministry” course as provided by South West 

Ministerial Training College [SWMTC] on behalf of 

the Exeter Diocese. That might sound a really 

complicated way to explain who provides the course 

but seeing as two of our Church leaders work with 

SWMTC we thought it important to explain!   

 
The course is a way for people to explore and deepen 

their understanding of the Christian faith from its 

roots and through its various expressions. We also 

have teaching on the bible, ethics, spirituality and 

other topics that tie into helping us know why we say 

what we say, do what we do and think what we think. 

One of the important elements of the course has been 

exchanging experiences in faith with the other 

participants as we travel on parallel journeys. We are 

a varied bunch, coming from very different 

backgrounds and jobs, and representing a wide range 

of age groups. There are as many reasons for having 

undertaken the course, as there are participant. Some 

mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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people already know that they are interested in 

ordination and see this as a first step; others want 

simply to have the opportunity to explore their faith 

in greater depth in a supportive environment, and to 

see how they might develop their spiritual life 

further.  

 

It is fascinating for those of us who never grasped 

Physics, for instance, to hear the scientists within the 

group discussing a faith that takes them far beyond 

the theories and mathematics by which the world can 

be quantified. It is also an immense privilege to hear 

from others what challenges they face in trying to 

develop as a Christian. It has been really helpful to 

talk through ‘blind spots’ and exchange views on 

how we are developing as individuals to the 

challenges of faith, and how that shapes the ways in 

which we respond to the course. At every session we 

are introduced to recommended books about pastoral 

care, specific aspects of the Bible or spirituality, and 

that alone has been extremely stimulating. The 

course takes place over a series of weekends through 

the year, either in Exeter or Plymouth University. 

And it is free of charge to participants!!! 

 

People who take the course are also encouraged to 

think about their role going forward within their local 

church, and the wider Anglican community. A few 

people who have previously taken the course have 

felt called to carry on studying to become Lay 

Readers, Vicars and Evangelists. I hasten to add that 

none of us feel this call personally at the time of 

writing (though perhaps nothing should be ruled 

out!!). 

 

Fiona Cross, Paul Cox & Fiona Thompson 

 

 

Baptist Church 
 

A Fresh Way of Looking at Things 

 

Previous articles have sought to establish the 

reliability of St Luke as a historian and that 

consequently both his gospel and the Book of Acts 

can be accepted not just as holy writ, but as works 

worthy of confidence.  In fact, one professor of 

Classics has described the whole of the New 

Testament as "a priceless set of documents 

illustrating Greek and Roman life in the 

Mediterranean in the latter half of the first century of 

our era.  As such, it is receiving increasing 

recognition among classical historians."  Later, the 

same writer falls to musing about what it would be 

like if such material were discovered only now, as 

the Dead Sea Scrolls came to light a few generations 

ago.  He concludes that such a discovery would 

constitute "fascinating revelations available from no 

other surviving source."  The fact is, of course, that 

documents such as Luke-Acts do exist, and they do 

constitute a valuable record of various aspects of life 

- social, cultural, religious, political - in different 

parts of the ancient world.  They supplement what is 

already known from other sources, sometimes add 

completely original material, and often give a fresh 

slant to the familiar and the trite.   

 

It is sadly true that Luke is not so well-known to 

modern readers as the more "classical" writers of the 

ancient world such as Tacitus, Suetonius or 

Josephus.  It is time to redress the balance so that 

Luke's original insights may become available to 

today's discerning student of ancient history.  Luke's 

work sheds fresh light on Roman emperors, 

provincial governors and lesser officials of the 

Roman administration as well as members of the 

military officer class.  It portrays scenes of everyday 

life in various parts of the Empire, from the 

agricultural setting of the Province of Judea to Rome 

itself.  It begins with Jerusalem and culminates in the 

heart of the Empire, taking in on the way some of the 

great cities of the ancient world such as Corinth, 

Athens and Ephesus.  It contains, among other 

striking descriptions, what one distinguished 

historian has described as "the most instructive 

picture of society in an Asian city (Ephesus) which 

has come down to us" and arguably the most 

dramatic account of a storm and shipwreck in the 

whole of ancient literature.   

 

Of course, Luke did not set out to initiate twenty-first 

century readers of his books into the intricacies of 

Roman legal procedure, attitudes to subject peoples, 

the weaknesses of local administrators, relationships 

between Governors and puppet kings and a host of 

other topics.  It is only incidentally that these 

elements figure in the grand sweep of his narrative, 

as part of the backcloth to the story he unfolds of his 

two main characters: Jesus of Nazareth, founder of 

the new faith, in the first volume, and Paul of Tarsus, 

Luke's friend, fellow-traveller and hero, in the 

second. 

 

In our own contemporary society, which is often so 

cynical concerning the foundations of the Christian 

faith, it is worth reminding ourselves that the 

documents on which that faith reposes are not so 

many myths and legends but completely reliable.  

They come down to us as part and parcel of an 

ancient heritage.  They are authentic and true. 

 

Maurice Harrison 
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Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 
Ltd                
Supporting Thorverton Post Office         
 

The TCT AGM took place on Wednesday January 

16
th
.  Thank you to the members who attended to 

support, thank and to ask questions and make 

suggestions about the business. The main concern 

was that we still need to encourage more local 

residents to not only use the post office and TCT 

shop but to give £10 per person per annum to help to 

keep the whole community business afloat. Without 

the TCT business we would not be able to have a 

post office or paper shop here. 

 

So we know that many of you use the post office as a 

bank, for posting parcels, mail, paying bills and much 

more. Of course this is very encouraging and 

absolutely vital for our post office’s survival, BUT 

we also need to support the supporting business: 

TCT.  

 

Yes, many of you also buy a newspaper, magazine or 

comic regularly, buy cards, posting materials, 

wrapping paper etc, but we still need the £10 

membership subscriptions as well. TCT has to 

subsidise post office running costs even more than 

previously and this will continue. 

 

We fear that none of our present TCT members are 

under the age of 50. 

 

There are some 800 or so residents in the Thorverton 

area but only 190 paid-up TCT members. 

 

You can easily become a member by contacting me 

(Heather Kershaw), the membership secretary, or by 

asking for a form at the post office. You can 

pay in cash, by cheque or bank transfer. It’s 

very easy. You could set up an annual 

standing order which some members have 

already done. 

 

We are always looking for more helpers at 

the TCT shop, so if you are able to be a 

paper-unpacker and seller or help us in other 

ways with stock management, cleaning, 

building maintenance and other needs from 

time to time, then please contact me or other 

members of our TCT Council (committee): 

Sarah Acock, Jan Hamilton, Royston 

Kershaw, Steve Rendell, Allison Toogood or 

ask at the post office.     

 

We particularly need weekend cover when 

our present TCT staff take holiday.                                   

 

Spare a thought for those who get up early rain or 

shine, light or dark to get the newspapers ready for 

sale, for the post office staff who work in not the 

easiest of conditions and so often go the extra mile 

being helpful and understanding.  

 

Most of the adult TCT staff are volunteers. And we 

are grateful to the younger TCT staff who are very 

willing and reliable. Working for us gives them a 

chance to have a local job and to get to know 

members of the local community.       Thank you 

team.   
 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419       

TCT Ltd Chair, Company + Membership Secretary                                

 

Jan Hamilton              07764 461575       

TCT Ltd Business Manager 

 

Women’s Institute 
Report for January 2019 

 

Members enjoyed a delightful lunch together (see 

photo below), at the Stables, as a late Christmas 

Celebration. 

 

Next month, February, we shall be joined by Alan 

Nicks who will be talking about training sheep dogs.  

You are welcome to join us. 

 

A date for your diaries – April 4
th

 – there will be an 

Open Meeting when Brian Carlson will be giving a 

talk and demonstration on making Garden Hanging  

Baskets and Pots.  He will also be bringing plants to 

sell.  Anyone will be most welcome to come along. 
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In Praise of High Places  
 

As a child I grew up in Exeter in a house that looked 

west across the Exe valley to the Haldon ridge. For as 

long as I can remember, I was aware of the Haldon 

Belvedere mounted on the western horizon, 

commemorating the doughty Stringer Lawrence of 

East India Company days. The castle was coated in 

murky grey-brown roughcast in those days and was 

the undisputed visual high point of the ridge 

unchallenged, as it is now, by the presumptuous 

conifer plantation to its south that threatens its 

rightful prominence. 

 

During those long childhood days, I would look up to 

the Belvedere on innumerable occasions feeling as if 

it was watching me and hiding an unknown and 

mysterious world to the west. On one occasion I even 

resolved to leave home to journey to the tower to find 

out what lay beyond. Only later would I be invited to 

leave its grounds by the cantankerous brothers, who 

once lived there, and later still, was able to climb its 

spiral staircase for the amazing view over Exeter 

from its roof. On another, memorable occasion I 

circled over the tower in a light aircraft. 

 

Since then, for reasons I do not understand, I have 

found myself a collector of high places in the Devon 

landscape. 

 

The next one was Woodbury Castle with its massive 

ditches and ramparts from the Iron Age implying 

great insecurity of those times. Returning to Exeter 

often, I would stop briefly at the car park overlooking 

the expanse of the Exe Valley extending from Exeter 

to the sea, and glory in its splendour. From that 

perspective, the Haldon Belvedere loses its 

dominance, as one can see serried hills behind it 

extending to Dartmoor, with Haytor to the southwest. 

With the sea at high tide, the sun’s reflection from 

the estuary can be dazzling. 

 

I have often wondered why we are, collectively, in 

awe of high places. The Nepalese venerate the 

Himalayan peaks, the Maya the volcanoes of Mexico 

and the Inca the heights of the Andes. The ancient 

Greeks assigned a home to their gods on Mount 

Olympus and built their acropolis on a hill above 

Athens. Why? We talk of “looking up” to somebody 

we admire, even if they are physically diminutive. 

Why the superiority of height, even if metaphorical? 

Is it that its physical advantage is translated into 

powers of emotion, spirit and place? As infants we 

look upwards to parent figures who have such 

influence over our lives, and, perhaps, transfer those 

powers to physical and imagined entities to which we 

attribute continuing control over our lives. 

The high place that dominates us in Thorverton is, of 

course, Raddon Top, with its remarkable lone pine 

with its canopy facing the southern sky like an 

antenna [It is Mike’s photo of Raddon Top which 

adorns our front cover this month – Ed].  Raddon has 

been important to people here since Neolithic times, 

as a causewayed enclosure has been found at its 

western end. Now, it is a magnet for walkers, both 

local and from afar. From Raddon Top on a clear day 

the views are spectacular. The transmission tower at 

Stockland can be seen some 30 miles to the east 

beyond the Honiton Gap, sun reflects over Stoke Hill 

from the sea to the south of Exmouth, Haldon Ridge 

can be followed to its southern end at Mamhead, and 

Haytor, with the mass of Dartmoor, occupies the 

western horizon. Stoodleigh Beacon is visible to the 

north, and beyond it lies Winsford Hill, though I have 

yet to be able to identify it.  

 

Beyond the pleasures of identifying other high places 

from Raddon, the Iron Age forts of Hembury, 

Woodbury and Cadbury prominent among them, is 

the way that the lone pine, itself, acts as a magnet to 

the gaze. I have spotted it with binoculars, looking 

across the Sidmouth Gap, from Salcombe Hill behind 

Sidmouth 29 miles away. It is widely visible from the 

south and the west; its presence dominates 

Thorverton in the way that the Haldon Belvedere 

oversees Exeter. 

 

The views to be had from high places, conveying a 

curious sense of possession as they do, are never 

quite the same on each occasion that one sees them. 

On one day sunlight will pick up a reflection from 

water or from solar panels, while a differently angled 

light can highlight a parish church tower, like that of 

Stockleigh English seen from Raddon, which I find 

more difficult to identify at other times. There always 

seems to be new detail in the landscape to recognize 

with the right light and at the right time of year. The 

scope for such discoveries seems endless. 

 

I recently discovered the views to be enjoyed from 

the cross roads at Christ Cross above Silverton, and 

from the ridge road that leads from it toward 

Bradninch. Looking north and east, one can identify 

Exmoor and Dunkery Beacon, while the Quantocks 

can sometimes be seen beyond the M5 as it snakes 

about Culmstock Beacon and the Wellington 

monument. A line of white houses embedded in the 

flank of the Blackdown Hills identifies 

Blackborough, while the masses of Hembury Fort 

and St Cyres Hill can be seen further south, closer to 

Honiton. 

 

A more distant high place that I look for to the west 

is the great, gravid mass of Cosdon Hill with its 

silhouette that marks the northern limit of Dartmoor. 
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It can readily be recognized even from the lanes 

about Thorverton, from its steep slope down to 

Okehampton. I know that Raddon Hill must be 

identifiable from its summit, but I have not been able 

to do so as yet. I keep looking. 

 

We are supremely fortunate to live surrounded by a 

dramatic landscape like Devon’s, which contrasts 

with the bland undulations of other counties such as 

Hertfordshire, or the endless flatness of East Anglia. 

For at least some of us, our Devon high places inspire 

feelings of shared possession, admiration and 

gratitude for our good fortune in being able to live 

among them.  

 

Mike Stannard. 

 

I would love to receive thoughts by others on what 

lifts or inspires them. Any lovers of valleys perhaps? 

– Ed. 

      

   

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
 

Events & activities for the                

plus! 
 
 

WELCOME! 

Membership is open to anyone 50 or over living in 

Silverton and surrounding towns and villages in the 

Exe & Culm Valley area.  The Club which organizes 

outings to places of interest and other social activities 

such as theatre trips, coffee mornings and whist, has 

been in existence for 25 years and is a not for profit 

organisation.  Annual membership is £5 

 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 04 & 25 FEB 
St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton is the venue for this 

fortnightly activity starting at 2:00 PM prompt.  

Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment and raffle 

ticket.  It’s fun, easy to learn and helps keep the brain 

cells active!  

 

AGM – Wednesday 27
th

 FEB  

Because of capacity considerations the AGM will 

again be held in the Millennium Hall Silverton 

commencing at 1430 but please note the change of 

day due to Hall availability.  Come along and find 

out what has been planned for 2019. Refreshments in 

the form of tea and cake will be available afterwards. 

The AGM replaces the usual monthly Coffee 

Morning. 

 

 

FORTHCOMING Spring Outings  

Coach pick-ups at Tiverton, Bickleigh, Silverton, 

Ruffwell, Rewe & Stoke Canon 

 

05
th
 MAR Gaelforce – a celebration of Irish 

dance, music & song £30 

20
th
 MAR Aerospace Bristol (or shopping £10) 

& sightseeing £20 

17
th
 APR Bridport (Market day) & Mapperton 

House & Gardens £22 

08
th
 MAY Steam train ride (SDR), Buckfast 

Abbey & Dartmouth £22  

 

Full details of the 2019 programme will be available 

at the AGM to take away. 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

EX5 4HW Devon Tel: 01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com and ask for a 

Membership Application form    Our website 

www.sevs.info will be updated with the full 2019 

programme in February following the AGM. 

 

Martin Clough 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
Have you ever considered joining a tennis club?  A 

study by US researchers followed more than eight 

thousand people in Denmark for a period of twenty 

five years, and found that being a member of a tennis 

club was particularly beneficial both in terms of 

quality and quantity of life. It conferred an extra ten 

years of life, compared with people who did not 

exercise. (In comparison, indoor exercises such as 

running on a treadmill only conferred one and a half 

extra years of life.)  It is great fun and very sociable, 

as well as being excellent outdoor exercise, and 

suitable for all ages and all the family.   Anyone 

interested in checking out the club is welcome to 

come along for a couple of free club sessions to see 

what they think, and with membership renewal 

coming up in March now is a good time to be 

considering  joining in order to get a full year in. 

 There are still places available on our junior 

coaching sessions on Wednesday evenings with our 

coach Toby Harradence.  

 

Please see our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk for all details, 

or contact our membership secretary Laura Leigh on 

01647 24259, or Alice Dowle on 07596 704458. 

 

Sally Baldwin 

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Legal Eagle 
 

On the evening of Monday May 17
th
 2010, Michael 

Darnley was attacked by unknown assailants; he 

suffered head injuries and was driven to the A & E 

department at Mayday Hospital, Croydon (now 

Croydon University Hospital) by his friend Robert 

Tubman. The receptionist was advised that Mr 

Darnley had suffered a head injury, that he was 

feeling unwell and that he needed urgent treatment. 

Mr Darnley was booked in at 8.25pm. 

 

According to the evidence subsequently presented, 

the receptionist informed Mr Darnley and Mr 

Tubman that Mr Darnley would have to wait for up 

to four to five hours before someone attended to him. 

Mr Darnley said that he could not wait that long as he 

felt he was about to collapse. The receptionist replied 

that if he collapsed he would be treated as an 

emergency. After waiting for a further 19 minutes Mr 

Darnley left because he felt too unwell to remain. He 

was driven to his mother’s house by Mr Tubman. Mr 

Darnley’s condition deteriorated and an ambulance 

was called at about 9.45, which took him back to 

hospital. 

 

A scan showed that he suffered a bleed in the space 

between his scalp and his skull, causing brain 

damage and, despite undergoing neurosurgery, he 

was left paralysed. 

 

In 2015, Mr Darney commenced an action in 

negligence against Croydon Health Services NHS 

Trust. At both first instance and in the Court of 

Appeal Mr Darnley’s claim was rejected. He 

appealed to the Supreme Court. The issue to be 

decided by the Court was whether a health 

authority’s duty of care towards its patients included 

a duty to ensure that non-medically qualified staff 

such as hospital receptionists took reasonable care 

not to give patients inaccurate information as to how 

long they would have to wait at the accident and 

emergency department before being seen by a 

member of the medical staff. 

 

Of the two receptionists on duty at the relevant time, 

neither had any recollection of the conversation with 

Mr Darnley. However, each gave evidence as to their 

usual practice when a person with a head injury 

asked about waiting times. This evidence was clearly 

at variance with that given by Mr Tubman. 

 

At first instance Judge Robinson held that the harm 

suffered by Mr Darnley was outside the scope of any 

duty or obligation owed by the defendant Trust or its 

reception staff, that it would not be fair, just or 

reasonable to impose liability on the Trust for harm 

arising as a result of the receptionist’s failure to tell 

Mr Darnley of the likely waiting time to be seen by 

the triage nurse. This view was upheld by the Court 

of Appeal. 

 

In delivering the unanimous judgment of the 

Supreme Court, Lord Lloyd-Jones said that the case 

fell squarely within an established category of duty 

of care. It had long been established that such a duty 

was owed by those who provided and ran a casualty 

department to persons presenting themselves 

complaining of illness or injury and before they were 

treated or received into care in the hospital’s wards. 

The duty was one to take reasonable care not to cause 

physical injury to the patient. 

 

As soon as Mr Darnley attended the Trust’s A&E 

department seeking medical attention, had provided 

the information requested by the receptionists and 

had been “booked in”, he was accepted into the 

system and entered into a relationship with the Trust. 

The scope of the duty to take reasonable care not to 

act in such a way as foreseeably to cause Mr Darnley 

to sustain physical injury, clearly extended to a duty 

to take reasonable care not to provide misleading 

information that might foreseeably cause physical 

injury. The duty was owed by the trust and it was not 

appropriate to distinguish, in that regard, between 

medical and non-medical staff. 

 

While it was not the function of reception staff to 

give wider advice or information in general to 

patients, it was the duty of the Trust to take care not 

to provide misinformation to patients and that duty 

was not avoided by the misinformation being 

provided by reception staff as opposed to medical 

staff. 

 

According to NHS Resolution, the agency that 

handles claims against the NHS, this is the first time 

in England that a trust has been found to have been 

negligent after a receptionist failed to give accurate 

information to a patient. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  16         Vol 50 No 2 – February 2019 

 

Poetry 
 

Spring 

 

The first signs of spring have been noted today 

From tiny green buds to the Snowdrop display 

Birds chirping loudly ‘it’s warmer hooray!’ 

And children escape to the garden to play.    

    

  Alison Marshall 

 
A view from my window – the Willow 

 

The Willow stands tall, twisted and bowed 

Strangely alone and away from the crowd 

Its tendrils sway in the warm springtime breeze 

The mightiest of all of our wonderful trees. 

 

The Buzzard stands proud on the branch of the 

willow 

Breakfast he seeks out the corner of an eye 

A movement is heard on the carpet of leaves 

A swoop and a catch showing nature at ease. 

 

Snowdrops bloom in the shade of the Willow 

Warm morning sunlight breaks in through the haze 

Heavy crooked limbs reach up to the sky 

While the babbling river Jordan keeps racing on by.  

   

  Alison Marshall 
 
Shall we stroll .... 

 
Shall we stroll, dreaming of what we lost, walking 

through solitary streets? Will the trees add shade to 

shade, though the lights are out in all of the houses? 

 

Where are we bound, Terry Frost, old friend, you 

who suddenly and so reluctantly left behind your 

paints and your brushes? Shopping for images, I went 

into the neon supermarket, you by my side. Francis 

Bacon and William Shakespeare were loitering 

among the avocados, and you greeted them like old 

friends. And you, Walt Whitman, what were you 

doing, tenderly feeling up the water melons? 

Television sets blaze like machine guns, politicians 

burbling, endless incoherent disagreements, endless 

confusion, endless words signifying nothing.  

 

Outside the blue sky pales to lemon, and tongues of 

gold blind the shop windows.    

 

The stars, ageless witnesses to the human comedy, 

grow and glow in the silence of the night sky. 

 

Andrew Hoellering 

It’s the small steps that count 
As February arrives our New Year resolutions have 

often faded.  It is extremely hard to change habits or 

introduce new behaviours. So enormous 

congratulations if you have completed the now 

popular dry January, joined a gym and or stopped 

smoking. I tell patients who stop smoking that it is 

probably one of the hardest challenges they will ever 

face. Research shows that the two most important 

factors optimizing success is to have someone 

alongside you and to break the challenge down into 

stages.  You need someone to nudge, support, and 

egg you on.  This is why all stop smoking services 

are like the one we run from the surgery: a plan is 

made with regular markers, pit stops and pep talk 

sessions.   

 

We bought our 17 year old daughter a Fitbit for 

Christmas. This is a watch that will record your 

activity during the day.  It measures the number of 

steps you take and can convert these into calories 

burned.  It is itself a coach and an incentivisor.  It has 

shown her the enormous difference regular small 

amounts of activity can make.  Taking every 

opportunity during the day to walk slightly further or 

slightly quicker than you have previously done soon 

adds up.  She has set herself a daily target and is now 

asking me to park at the other end of the car park, is 

volunteering to walk to the shop to get the milk and 

is setting a slightly quicker pace when walking the 

dog.  All small and barely noticeable but recorded by 

the Fitbit and incentivizing her to continue to do that 

little bit more.  

 

Last year some patients with insulin dependent 

diabetes benefited from a massive technological step 

in their care. A small electronic disc sits on the skin 

and is changed every fortnight.  It continually 

measures glucose in the blood and so rather than 

having to prick their fingers several times per day 

patients can now see whether their glucose levels are 

going up or down as many times as they need to. 

Diabetes patients need to balance the sugar in the 

food they eat with the energy they expend. The 

constant feedback enables small adjustments to 

improve the control of the condition.  These 

electronic meters will be available to many more 

patients in the coming months.  

 

So small changes with constant positive feedback and 

encouragement are the keys to keeping health related 

resolutions on track.  So look for those opportunities 

to take small steps towards the big goals of improved 

fitness and weight loss.  They will add up and are 

certainly a lot easier and a lot more effective than that 

commitment you might have made on New Year’s 

Day to run a marathon this year….maybe.  

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery
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Nature Notes 
 

I like to dig up a Christmas tree rather than have it 

sawn down so that I endeavour to plant it in the 

garden after Christmas. That is how we have a 

small grove of Norway Spruce and (ahem) Grey 

Squirrels 

who use 

them as a 

nest site. 

My first 

spadeful 

of earth 

from 

digging 

beneath 

the 2018 

Christmas tree within the Christmas tree plantation 

brought forth the scull of a small bird nestled in 

the grass of the clod. It was suggested I hang it on 

the tree from whence it came and so I placed it 

among our already eclectic collection of Christmas 

decorations.  

 

The beginning of winter was quite mild and at the 

end of December and beginning of January there 

were very early signs of spring-like activity. Two 

Song Thrushes were taking an interest in a 

bramble patch in our garden. I know they are early 

breeders and they nest here in the garden. Song 

Thrushes are very good at concealing their nest 

unlike their cousin the Blackbird and I am able to 

find at least one Blackbird nest in the garden every 

year.  

 

Although New Year’s Day was a colder day, 

sunshine brought out butterflies. At Portland, 

Dorset there were singles of Red Admiral and 

Peacock and in Plymouth singles of Painted Lady 

and Red Admiral. There was another sighting of a 

Red Admiral on 13
th
 January at Portland. On 30

th
 

December my sister and I did a walk in Lower 

Western Copse at Newton St Cyres. We checked 

wood ant nests for signs of activity and spotted 

three wood ants wandering over their nest but no 

activity on other nests. Apparently the minimum 

temperature to stir wood ants is 11 degrees Celsius 

and sure enough was the temperature that day. We 

also heard Song and Mistle Thrushes singing and 

later on a rattling chiding from a pair of Mistle 

Thrushes.  

 

Around the 12
th
 January cabbage white caterpillars 

were found munching away at purple sprouting 

broccoli in a garden in Upexe. I was very surprised 

to hear this and after seeing the caterpillars myself, 

confirmed indeed that they are Large White 

butterfly caterpillars. This butterfly has two, 

sometimes three generations in a year with the 

addition of some migrants from continental 

Europe. Larvae occur from early May to 

December and occasionally into January. This 

indicates to having mild weather conditions and a 

very good breeding season for this butterfly. 

 

A to Z  Newt 

 

There are three species of newt (or Salamander) in 

Britain, Palmate, Smooth and Great crested. In 

Devon the Palmate and Smooth Newt are the 

common species. Great crested newts can be found 

in Devon but are restricted to an area roughly 

along the south coast from the South Hams 

towards Dorset. I have never encountered a Great 

crested newt which is by far the largest of our 

three newt species. 

 

When the pond in our garden was viable and 

productive we would often see and catch newts 

both adults and young ones and I identified them 

as Palmate newts mainly down to the fact their feet 

on the hind legs were webbed. Great crested and 

Smooth newts don’t have webbed feet. There are 

other characteristics that can tell the difference 

between Palmate and Smooth newts. The Smooth 

newt has spots on the throat and a Palmate newt 

has no throat spots.  

 

The male Palmate newt in breeding condition has a 

filament at the tip of the tail of 4 to 7mm long. The 

male also lacks a frilly dorsal crest which is 

evident in a Smooth newt and very prominent in a 

Great crested newt. Newts are amphibians having 

smooth skin unlike reptiles that have scales. Newts 

return to their breeding ponds and ditches in early 

spring (some adult newts overwinter in ponds) to 

mate and lay eggs which are wrapped up among 

aquatic vegetation. A female can produce 200-300 

eggs so it is quite a job wrapping up all those eggs 

one at a time. Newts hatch out of their eggs as 

tadpoles and after 10 weeks are able to leave the 

water. At this stage the newt is known as an eft, a 

corruption of the Anglo-Saxon name efeta. It takes 

2-3 years for the eft to mature and only after this 

time will it return to the water. While on land 

newts hide by day and come out at night to feed on 

slugs and earthworms. When in freshwater, mature 

newts eat small fish, tadpoles, Insect larvae, small 

molluscs and crustaceans. Newt tadpoles will take 

tiny aquatic organisms.  
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To avoid predation adult newts have coping 

strategies. The Great crested newt can secrete a 

substance that will make a predator drop the newt 

and leave a nasty taste in the mouth. Newts are 

known to emit a squeak when picked up, startling 

the predator enough to allow the newt to escape. 

Newts can also re-grow limbs that have been bitten 

off or lost due to accidents. 

 

If you are interested in taking a walk in the woods 

at Newton St Cyres in springtime to see newts, 

please get in touch.  

 

Last Words 

 

I finalise my write-up today (20
th
 January) with a 

surprise uncommon sighting this morning. I was 

driving along on the edge of Thorverton Parish and 

I noticed a couple of birds that looked different. It 

turned out to be a Crow mobbing a male Hen 

Harrier. I got a good rear view of the harrier as it 

flew into a tree. Its grey wings, white rump, 

sleekness and size of the bird sealed its 

identification. I’ve never seen a Hen Harrier before 

so this is an excellent start to nature watching for 

the New Year. 

 

Jenny Garne, 01392 86087.  

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

New Year’s Day walk to 
Raddon Top 
 

On New Year’s Day a group of family and friends 

met at our house (Lynch Cottage) for our annual 

walk to Raddon Top.  After a glass of port to warm 

up the adults we set off along Lynch Road to 

Chapel Corner and then by footpath to the top.  

 

It was a warm and beautiful day with wonderful 

views, we took our usual group photograph (see 

below) and afterwards, with the farmer’s 

permission, we headed back a different route along 

the ridge to Eastern Down and then Dinneford 

Meadow to the sheep dip. 

 

Penny, Sarah and Elspeth had driven to Raddon 

Hill Lodge for the short walk and be in the group 

photograph, afterwards they could then drive back 

to our house to start cooking the big English 

breakfast; we were all hungry and really looking 

forward to it.  Afterwards we played two games of 

friendly bingo for prizes - everyone paid five 

pounds. We all had lots of fun and a most 

enjoyable day lasting from 10.30am to 4pm. 

 

Altogether £130 was raised; we have donated all 

the money: £30 to the Toddler group and £100 to 

the Thorverton Primary School.   

     

Alex & Penny Fice 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Recipe 
Seville Orange Marmalade 

 

If you haven’t got your Seville oranges yet, you had 

better get your skates on because they aren’t usually 

available after about mid-February.  I love 

marmalade, but before this year had never made it.  I 

found this recipe very easy – albeit a bit laborious 

squeezing and scooping out each orange and then 

cutting up the peel.  I have to admit, though, that I do 

require some guidance when it comes to getting the 

setting point.  The following recipe, taken from a WI 

book, makes about 4.5 kg (10 lb) of marmalade.  Ed. 

 

1.3 kg (3 lb) Seville oranges 

2 lemons 

2.8 litres (5 pints) water 

2.7 kg (6 lb) sugar 

 

Wash and scrub the oranges and lemons.  Cut the 

fruit in half and squeeze out the juice.  Remove the 

pips and the membrane and tie them up in a muslin 

bag. 

 

Cut the peel into thin shreds and place in a large 

preserving pan with the juice, the bag of pips and the 

water. 

 

Bring to the boil and then simmer gently, uncovered, 

for about 2 hours until the contents of the pan are 

reduced by about a half and the peel is really soft and 

tender. 

 

Remove the muslin bag and squeeze the bag hard and 

carefully to remove all of the gooey liquid, which 

contains the pectin and so is important for a good set. 

 

Add the sugar and stir until completely dissolved.  

Bring to the boil and boil rapidly until setting point is 

reached.  Remove any scum from the surface.  Cool 

for 5-10 minutes. 

 

Stir well to distribute the peel.  Pour into cooled, 

sterilised jars and seal, label and store. 

 

Football Club 
At the time of writing (20

th
 January), the 

first team had played just two matches 

this year, winning both by the same 

score - 2-1 – one in Division 2 and one 

in the Slee Cup.  The team stands fourth in Division 

2 with 23 points from 10 games, but with games in 

hand over all of the teams above them. 

 

The second team won one match and lost the other 

this year, putting them in 8
th
 position in Division 7 

with 20 points from 13 games. 

 

Home matches for the first two weekends in 

February: 

Saturday 2
nd

 (kick-off 3pm) Division 7: Second team 

v Culm United 2nds  

Saturday 9
th
 (kick-off 2pm) Devon Senior Cup: First 

team v The Windmill (a team from just north of 

Plymouth)  

 

Time to get out more 
We don’t have many reviews of concerts and the like 

in Focus.  I feel that it is time that we did, if only as 

an encouragement for more of us to get out and enjoy 

the wonderful opportunities of live entertainment.  

The Exeter area may not be the cultural centre of the 

country, but there are things going on which are 

worth experiencing.  I would be delighted to receive 

short reviews from villagers of any cultural 

experience that they had had over the past month. I 

must start off with a short one of mine. 

 

A week ago I saw a recommendation in my 

newspaper for an American folk/blues man, Chris 

Smither.  I had never heard of him, so I looked him 

up on the internet (as you do) and, to my surprise, 

found that he was appearing at Exeter Phoenix the 

following week.  This was too good a coincidence to 

miss.  I like folk music but have hardly dipped my 

toe into the American folk scene, and I also like 

blues, but wouldn’t really know where to start, so on 

two counts here was an opportunity not to be missed.   

 

The evening arrived and it the Phoenix was packed 

for the concert. Chris Smither had a support act – the 

Suitcase Junket aka Matt Lorenz  – who turned out to 

be a one-man band, playing a whole host of things (I 

couldn’t really call all of them instruments) in a way 

that really amused and entertained the audience.  

After a short break, Chris Smither took the stage. It 

was rather refreshing that he went straight into his 

songs and went from one to another without the long 

tuning and retuning that is so often a feature of folk 

guitarists these days.  His guitar playing kept things 

moving along nicely, while his lyrics, delivered in a 

slightly gruff American voice – hardly surprising 

given that he is well into his seventies now and has 

been on the circuit for a very long time – contained 

insight and humour.  I particularly liked the bluesy 

numbers, where his guitar playing shone through; on 

a couple he was admirably supported by the Suitcase 

Junket on slide guitar.   

 

A good evening out.  I am encouraged to explore 

American folk and blues further. 

 

Neville Lane 
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It’s a dog’s life! 
Hello, my name is Jura. I am a three and a half year 

old ‘Sprolly’ – Dad says that’s half a Collie and half 

a Springer Spaniel but I don’t know which half of me 

is which. Mum says I am a ‘Sprincoll’ as that sounds 

really cute. 

 

I live in Thorverton with my Mum, Dad, cat sister 

Daisy and cat brother Ginger George, or GG as Mum 

calls him. She thinks that I don’t know who she is 

talking about when she says GG but I do and I still 

go mad at the mention of him. Daisy is my friend – 

she likes to purr at me and walks under my tummy all 

the time. GG and I don’t get on, something to do with 

me chasing him round the garden and up the tree, so I 

keep out of his way.  

 
Do you like my photo? Mum made me wear the 

antlers at Christmas but at least they were not so 

embarrassing as last years’ very tight Christmas 

jumper.  I had a lovely Christmas day with all my 

favourite human friends, especially Remy who is also 

called ‘Grandson’ for some reason. We have great 

fun playing football and I am always England goal 

keeper Jordon Pickford and Remy is always Harry 

Kane. Hudson, the ginger Hungarian Vizsla, was also 

there on Christmas Day but I ignored him most of the 

time as he pushed me over in the mud once. Also he 

eats ‘human food’ which Mum says is really naughty. 

Hudson even had a human Christmas dinner but I had 

my yummy biscuits of course. Mum does give me 

cheese sometimes but I think that is both human and 

dog food so that is ok.   

 

I had loads of Christmas presents. I am still eating 

some of them as Mum rations the treats for some 

reason. I had a lovely white fluffy dog from Grandma 

which now only has three legs. I also had a toy 

pheasant and I managed to eat one of his legs in less 

than two minutes, according to Dad, so I was very 

proud of that. My record is ‘less than 50 seconds’ for 

a foot or a leg so I may be slipping a bit. 

 

Isn’t Thorverton a wonderful place to live. I was born 

at Bidwell Barton and moved to Dinneford Street 

when I was 9 weeks old after Mum and Dad came 

back from holiday in Scotland. That’s why I am 

called Jura, apparently, after the Scottish island. 

Some humans think I am called Jura after the whisky, 

Dad likes a drink or two of that, and others think I am 

called Jura after the mountain range. Mum says that 

you can tell how well educated a human is by what 

they think I am called after but I have no idea what 

that means. 

 

My most favourite place in the world is in the 

orchard. I like to bite the trees and leave teeth marks, 

chase the squirrels and paddle in the stream. Once, 

when I was a puppy, I jumped in the stream when it 

was in full flood and Mum thought I was something 

called a ‘gonner’ and would never be seen again. 

There was a lot of shouting and running around until 

I was eventually found a few gardens downstream so 

all was well in the end. I had lots of treats and 

cuddles that day and was wrapped up in a warm 

blanket – fond memories indeed. There are lots of big 

black and white things in the field opposite the 

orchard which Dad says are called cows. They eat 

grass, make ‘mooing’ noises, and watch me all the 

time. I eat grass too so I guess they must be ok. I 

can’t ‘moo’ yet though. 

 

My best toy is a tennis ball. I have about eight around 

the house and I hide them away so Dad doesn’t trip 

over one – again. In the Millennium Field Dad uses a 

blue throwing thing and the ball goes very far and I 

chase after it and take it back to Dad’s feet 

immediately so that he can throw it again. I could do 

this all day but Dad needs to go home after a while 

for a ‘cuppa’.  I meet lots of doggy friends at the 

Millennium Field – which is my second most 

favourite place in the world – so I want to say a big 

‘woof’ to Clarence, Ripley, Belle, Bailey, Lenny, 

Coco, Bertie, Tilly, Nelson, Murphy and any other 

dog who knows me. Maybe I will tell you about the 

fun that we get up to next time. Must go now as Mum 

has just shouted ‘walkies’ being my most favourite 

word in the world after ‘biscuits’ that is. 

 

Jura, January 2019 
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Rainfall Record 
 

Review of 2018 

 

I am sure that 2018 will be remembered as a dry summer, which it was, with just 185mm (7.3 inches) of rainfall 

being recorded in Thorverton in the five months from May to September – only just over half the ten-year average 

for that period.  Nevertheless, for the year as a whole it was actually rather wetter than the ten-year average (2008-

17).  Some 952mm (37.5 inches) was recorded in 2018, compared with the ten-year average of 937mm.  The early 

spring months were far wetter than average and the last two months of the year were also wetter than average.  

March was by far the wettest month, with snow on five days contributing to the total of 180mm of precipitation – 

almost as much in that one month as in the May to September period as a whole.  All of this is best seen in the chart 

below. 

 

 

 
 

A review of wet and dry days over the year shows that in 2018 there were 186 days when rainfall was recorded and 

179 completely dry days in Thorverton.  (I should add that on many days rainfall recorded is little more than a few 

drops.)  This compares with 167 dry days recorded in each of the two previous years.  So, although overall 2018 

was a wetter year than 2016 and 2017 (both of which recorded 811mm of rainfall compared with 952mm in 2018), 

it had slightly more completely dry days.  You might not have foretold that in January, which experienced 14 

consecutive days with rainfall in 2018, and only 6 dry days for the month as a whole.  This was counter-balanced 

by May, June and July, which had 21 days with rain (and several of those saw no more than a little drizzle) and 71 

dry days between them.  

 

I am grateful as always to Gus Christianson for so patiently and reliably recording the rainfall data.  We now have a 

good bank of data.   
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TARTS News  

  
 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

 
Tarts Christmas 2018 

 

On Saturday 22
nd

 December 2018 we started the day 

with our customary amble around Killerton. With no 

specified leader we all knew the area well enough to 

wend our way from the main car park up towards 

‘The Clump’, where we were treated to the sight of 4 

Exmoor ponies brought in to help graze and maintain 

the land. They all appeared to have been treated to a 

pile of hay each that they were munching on, but the 

ranger told us that there should have been 5 and he 

had lost one. As we rounded the track up over the 

clump, we came across the missing pony. Deprived 

of the hay one of our party had an old apple in their 

rucksack which was offered and gratefully accepted! 

We continued on our way and shortly spotted the 

ranger in the mid distance and shouted out the 

location of the absent equine – before spotting a sign 

not to feed the ponies – oops! 

 

Having had a chance to freshen up from the morning 

trek, 20 TARTS and partners gathered at The Stables, 

Cowley for our Christmas meal. We had booked the 

upper room so we were able to relax together away 

from the general hubbub of the main pub.  

 

We were treated to a delicious meal served 

beautifully and efficiently by the pub staff who did 

an amazing job. The booking process had been so 

easy and professional that the serving staff were able  

 

 

 

 

 

 

to simply call out peoples’ names as they served the 

food – avoiding the confusion of everyone – myself 

included – having forgotten everything they had 

ordered!  

 

Tarts Hike 5
th
 January 2019 

Raddon Top to Burrow Coombe to Cheriton 

Fitzpaine to Chilton to Stockleigh Pomeroy and 

back. 

 

Braving grey skies, seventeen of us assembled on 

Raddon Top for the first TARTS hike of 2019.  

 

We followed the lane to Kitlake Farm and the turned 

north on Scratchface Lane, where the landowner had 

cleared the lane and trimmed the hedges beautifully.  

Reaching Windmill Plantation at the top, we crossed 

the B3072 to continue past Higher Burrow Coombe 

and along a lovely isolated short green lane that few 

in the group had seen before. 

 

Following stetches of footpaths, minor roads and 

more green lanes, we walked past Cheriton Fitzpaine 

before turning south by Perry Farm and across the 
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fields to Chilton. 

 

Returning to our cars at RaddonTop via Stockleigh 

Pomeroy, we stopped briefly at the parish church to 

admire the 17
th
 century carved Renaissance era bench 

ends on the pews. (see photo on previous page). 

  

Despite the winter light, we all enjoyed views of the 

north face of Raddon Hill and the lovely sweep of 

country between it and Cheriton. 

 

On Saturday 19
th

 January TARTS 

braved the weather forecast to 

embark on a trip to Tarr Steps. The 

previous day had been very wet and 

the forecast was for showers, and 

cold. We parked at the car park at Tarr 

Steps and while Mike took our 

customary start of walk photo the air 

certainly had a sting in it. We headed 

down to the clapper bridge at Tarr 

Steps and turned right to follow the 

river. As we walked alongside the 

river the sun came out and we were 

treated to the most glorious light 

playing on the water and showing off 

the lichen on the trees. The water and air were so 

clear and home to a healthy population of otters, 

although of course we weren’t lucky enough to see 

one.  

 

Having enjoyed an early coffee break along the banks 

of the river, we headed away from the river and up 

towards the trig point at Winsford Hill. We managed 

to startle a deer who sprang off into the woods at the 

first sight of us, but as we approached the top of 

Winsford Hill we came across a herd of half a dozen 

or more Exmoor ponies, who were completely 

unfazed by our presence.  

 

As we enjoyed lunch on one of the wambarrows at 

the top of the hill, the weather took a turn for the 

worse and started to rain. Donning our waterproofs 

for the second half of the walk we followed the rim 

of the Punchbowl. Many legends surround the origin 

of the Punchbowl, including that it was caused by the 

devil scooping a handful of earth and flinging it 

away, although the more mainstream belief is that is 

was caused by glacial activity. 

 

The rain eased as we headed downhill through the 

village of Liscombe, which has a well established ice 

cream parlour during the summer months, to the car 

park. Peeling off our waterproofs – the rain having 

stopped – we topped off the walk with a well earned 

cream tea at the Tarr Farm Inn. 

 

Future walks: 

Saturday 9th February - a local walk in the vicinity of 

Butterleigh led by Jenny 

Saturday 23rd - led by Jean 

Saturday 9th March led by Jerry 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week 

before the walk in the Old Post Office 

Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included 

on the email list contact Caroline 

(07749775304) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince  

 

Photos by Mike and Becky Stannard 

and Jean Brown 
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Nissan Hut Tree Lost 
I am sorry not to have found space before now to reproduce John Spivey’s photos of the old tree that was sadly lost 

last autumn between Silver Street and the Millennium Green field: 
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From the Archives 
Best Kept Village 

Some villagers will no doubt remember Thorverton’s entries into the Best Kept Village competition.  Here is the 

judges’ report on the 1974 entry, which was reproduced in Focus:   

 
 
It should be added that, if the letters pages in Focus are anything to go by, the judges’ comments were not always 

well received by villagers. 
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Thorverton in Winter 2018 
 

Photos by Jan Wills, Darryll Scott and Mike Stannard (with apologies if I have wrongly attributed these – Ed).  The 

bottom photo is actually near Christ Cross, above Silverton. 
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The Garden in February  
 

The weather is dank, the garden is wet. Having 

discussed winter fruit pruning and seed sowing in 

some depth in previous years, I thought something 

more visual and sensory could be included at this 

point.  

 

There are a surprising amount of very attractive early 

flowering and highly scented shrubs and bulbs which 

can transform a dull, damp garden into a delightful 

place to explore. We are fortunate in Devon, often 

missing out on prolonged cold periods. The garden 

never really goes to sleep. This allows us to take 

advantage of these early flowering plants and enjoy 

our garden more the whole year around.  

 

When the weather is inclement, then we need 

something to look at through the window and it’s 

here that the humble, often scoffed at, Euonymus 

fortunei ‘Silver Queen’ will brighten the dullest 

corner and catch the eye. This tough little, slow 

growing shrub will be quite happy overshadowed by 

its more showy summer companions but, when 

everything has died back for winter, it will have its 

moment of glory. It is also very happy in any soil. 

 

 
 

Perhaps one of nature’s most stunning small trees for 

bark is Acer pensylvanicum ‘ Erythrocladum’ 

(pictured above) which will grace any winter garden. 

For delicate flowers and a stunning scent go for the 

reliable Viburnum x bodnantense ‘Dawn’. 

 

Most of our Thorverton gardens are on the smaller 

side but, if you have more space, the beautiful winter 

flowering Hamamelis is a shrub to consider. 

Stachyurus praecox or chinens carry elegant drifts of 

hanging yellow flowers and Chimonanthus praecox 

carries highly fragrant yellow flowers. All these 

shrubs like space and will grow to 12 ft width and 

height. 

 

Smaller shrubs must include the highly scented 

Daphne mezereum, stunning dark pink colour and a 

contender for the strongest fragrance for this time of 

year. Camellia sasanqua ‘Crimson King’ is an early 

flowering shrub with crimson red flowers. These 

plants can become large if not pruned back. Erica 

carnea ‘Vivellii’ will tolerate our Devon soil and 

gives a long season of colour.  Clip over at the end of 

flowering to keep its compact form.  

 

Stems will include any of the Cornus varieties and 

Salix and, if you have room for it, Rubus 

cockburnianus is worth a space. All these need to be 

managed for pruning otherwise they become dull and 

wayward. 

 

For plants, include the wonderful collection of 

Hellebores. If space allows, these are worth having 

within view of your windows. Bergenia cordifolia, 

another plant that fell out of favour but well worth 

having not only for its early bright pink flower but 

for its strong structural leaves that look bright and 

green all year around. 

 

Winter bulbs are almost too numerous to mention but 

a more unusual bulb is Chionodoxa, common name 

‘Glory of the snow’. This comes in white and varying 

shades of blue with a pretty star shape (see below). 

Another lesser known winter bulb is Ornithogalum, 

common name ‘Star of Bethlehem’. 

 
It is worth saying that care is needed when planning 

winter colour as many of the plants mentioned here 

become green and leafy for the rest of the year so 

planting later interest around them is essential. These 

are only a very small selection of the many plants 

available to give winter interest. 
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Moving on to something very different: 

congratulations to our two correct entries for the 

Christmas Quiz sent in by Lin Balkwill and Gill 

Perry. Lin was first past the post so will receive a 

bottle of wine from our editor. 

 

Well, Neville, it’s not all hard work and grind! Hope 

this will help you plan next year’s winter colour and 

interest. 

                          Happy Gardening 

                                              Lorraine  

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Results of Competition 

 
 

1 Viscum album (pictured above) 

2 Pyracantha coccinea 

3 Skimmia japonica 

4 Ruscus aculeatus 

5 Cotoneaster conspicuous  

6 Rosa canina 

7 Calliacarpa  bodinieri 

8 Citrus mitis 

9 Aucuba japonica 

10 Ilex aquifolium 

11 Iris foetidissima (pictured top of next 

column) 

12 Symphoricarpus albus       

 

 
 

 
 

 

Adverts 
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 or 
0797 617 5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Kevin Sussex 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 
07919950222 

 

 

 

  

Curtains and Gowns   

Bespoke 

 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Soft Furnishings 

Dress and gown making service. Also alterations undertaken 

  

Dressmaking and Soft Furnishing Classes 
 

7 or 8 week blocks (some one-day classes) 

 

Held in Silver Street, Thorverton 

Mondays and Tuesdays 12-3pm and 7-9pm 

 

For information call Donna on 01392 860088. Email: curtainsandgowns@btinternet.com 

  

 

 

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

 £80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:gowns@btinternet.com
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Rainbow over Bidwell (probably better seen in colour! – so do take a look on our Wordpress site, details of which 

are on the inside front cover) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring daffodils on Jubilee Green 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust           Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. 

     Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Nick Bright 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                          planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.                   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                               Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman  and Secretary: Paul Webb,  07944533372. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
  Please contact Wendy for up-to-date changes to these times. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries  
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
Bon Voyage to Dr Burkill who is off to New Zealand for a year and hello to Dr Emma Stone who is working with us for the next 

year 
Good luck to Dr Megan Griffiths as she leaves to continue her training, and hello to Dr Harriet Burn as she completes her final 

year of GP training with us. 

 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Emma Stone Dr Jeff Solman Dr Harriet Burn 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 
*emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 15:00 – 16:00 

 

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you 
prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 
Surgery hours:    Monday - Thurs.  08:30 - 18:00 

     Friday   08:30 - 17:00 
 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00    
Friday                         08.30 - 17:00  

 
There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be 

collected all through the day. 
 

 
Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 
 

On-line appointment booking   
Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2019 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

February 4
th
 and 18

th
     February 11

th
 and 25

th
 

March 4
th
 and 18

th
     March 11

th
 and 25

th
 

April 1
st
, 15

th
 and 30

th
 (Tuesday)    April 8

th
 and 24

th
 (Wednesday) 

   

Mobile Library 
Every 4th Thursday in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20.   

 

Dates for the first half of 2019: February 21
st
, March 21

st
, April 18

th
, May 16

th
 and June 13

th
. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in February 
6

th
 Her Majesty’s Accession 

19
th
 Birthday of the Duke of York 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48 

Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach service 55B:  
To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

07.55, 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.01, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service), 18.16.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.40, 17.45. 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.12, 18.10.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Exeter Paris Street, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 07.30, 08.50, 11.05, 

13.20, 15.35, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s 

station),17.50.  

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 8.42, 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.57, 11.57, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57, 23.50. 

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2019 
 

Please notify the Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

FEBUARY  
Fri 1

st
 Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church, 10.20-12 noon.  All welcome. 

Tues 5
th
 WI meeting, Alan Nicks – Training Sheep Dogs, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 8
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15-3.15pm.  

Sat 9
th
  Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sat 9
th
  TARTS walk near Butterleigh, meet outside Parish Church, 9.30am 

Tues 12
th
 Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Wed 13
th
 Charity Quiz (for Thorverton Pre-School), Thorverton Arms, 7.15pm for 7.30 start 

Sat 16
th
 Millennium Green maintenance day – all helpers welcome, 10.00am 

Mon 18
th
 Garden Club, David Asher – Hestercombe Gardens, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 22
nd

  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15-3.15pm.  

Fri 22
nd 

        History Society, Dr Tawny Paul - The debtors’ prisons of 18th century England, WI Hut, 7:30 pm 

Sat 23
rd

  TARTS walk, meet outside Parish Church, 9.30am 

Sat 23
rd

  WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

 

  
 MARCH      
Fri 1

st
 Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church, 10.20-12 noon.  All welcome. 

Sat 2
nd

 Devon Air Ambulance Trust Fundraiser event with Stay Lucky at the Memorial Hall 

Tues 5
th
 WI meeting, Jewish Wedding, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Wed 6
th
 Focus AGM, Baptist Church, 7.30pm 

Fri 8
th
   Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15-3.15pm.  

Sat 9
th
  Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sat 9
th
  TARTS walk, meet outside Parish Church, 9.30am 

Tues 12
th
 Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 22
nd

  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15-3.15pm.  

Fri 22
nd 

        History Society, Annie Elliott - Books and paper conservation, WI Hut, 7:30 pm 
Sat 23

rd
  WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 

Sat 30
th
 Millennium Green maintenance day – all helpers welcome, 10.00am 

Sat 30
th
  Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy (for the Greyhound Trust), Memorial Hall, 10.00am to noon 

 

APRIL          
Tues 2

nd
 WI meeting, Tony Burgess – City of Exeter, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Tues 16
th
 Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall 

Fri 26
th
          History Society, John Dike - The First Atlantic Telegraph Cables, WI Hut, 7:70 pm 

 

 

MAY        
Tues 14

th
 to Sat 18

th
 East Devon Arts Festival in Thorverton Church 

Fri 24
th
          History Society, Peter Dare – Exeter Cathedral Restoration and Conservation 1969-1985, WI Hut,  

    7:30 pm      
  

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Who are your parish councillors? 
 

It was suggested to me after I was encouraging people to consider standing for a parish councillor that some 

villagers don’t know who their current parish councillors are.  Here is a photo - not a new one I hasten to add - 

showing those good people (who now look rather older – as indeed they are). 

 

Left to right: Hilary Lawson, Neville Lane, Nick Bright (now Chairman), Stuart Crang (former Chairman, now 

Vice-Chairman), Graham Sims, David Waldron, Alison Marshall (Clerk), David Reygate, Rob Turner, John Spivey 

and John Hodge.  

 

 
 

Spring daffodils on Jubilee Green: 

  

 


