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Editorial 
 

What a gloriously busy month May was in 

Thorverton, celebrated in this month’s Focus with a 

colour spread in the centre (or at least it should be in 

the centre if sent correct instructions to the printers).   

 

The month started with what was to me an 

unexpectedly well-supported event, Thorverton 

Houses Through Time.  This introduced a project 

aimed at trying to find out more about our houses and 

those who lived in those houses over time.  Robert 

Turner has covered this in his report on page 23, but 

suffice it for me to say that I am really excited about 

this project and impressed with the support that it has 

drawn already. 

 

The Arts Festival was hugely successful this year, 

with the takings reflecting this.  It depends upon a lot 

of work and organisation from a lot of people.  The 

result was a festival to be proud of, showing the 

village off very well indeed.  I am looking forward to 

the 50
th
 festival next May. 

 

We had some elections in May too.  Congratulations 

to Bob Deed, not just on his re-election as District 

Councillor, but also on subsequently being elected 

Leader of Mid Devon District Council.  As for 

Thorverton Parish Council, we now have a good 

blend of experienced and new parish councillors 

following the election (listed in Alison Marshall’s 

report on page 4).  I am honoured to have been 

chosen as chairman and look forward to working 

positively with other councillors for the good of the 

village.   

 

Spring and early-summer activities are far from over, 

with the Memorial Hall laying on a Summer Beach 

Party on 22
nd

 June.  Last year’s party was very much 

enjoyed by those who attended it (sadly I was away 

then), so do get along for a great evening.  

 

I understand that some people don’t read Focus from 

cover to cover.  I am writing this while seated 

because that recently-gained understanding does 

come as something of a shock to me.  However, if 

you find that you cannot read everything in Focus, 

could I recommend that you at least read the Notices 

section – pages 7-13 in this edition (summarised on 

the Diary page) - as that gives a lot of information 

about coming events; and please also use the pages of 

advertisements – 37-59 in this edition – if you are in 

need of any services, as these are local providers who 

very directly also help to keep Focus going.  But 

maybe I am wasting my [electronic] breath here 

because those to whom this is aimed won’t be 

reading this editorial. 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor  
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Letters 
 

From Dr John Wride 

 
Dear All, 
 

It is with a heavy heart that I have taken the decision 

to retire from General Practice from Friday, 7
th
 June, 

and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

of our patients and staff for their staunch and loyal 

support over recent years. 
 

As many of you will know, I joined the Exe Valley 

Practice covering Thorverton and Silverton in May 

2000, at a time when it was a small rural dispensing 

practice. With the enthusiasm of my then GP partner 

Dr Amanda Woods, we went on to be the first 

practice in the South West to win the Royal College 

of General Practices coveted “Small Practice 

Award”.  
 

Dr Woods left the practice to move to Scotland in 

2007 and Dr Lynne Anderson joined us in her place. 

With Lynne’s commitment and gentle consultation 

skills, our list size continued to grow steadily and we 

were delighted to achieve the second highest score in 

the 2015 National Patient Satisfaction Survey, 

reflecting the fantastic relationship we have enjoyed 

with the local community for so many years.  
 

The latter, however, came at a time when the NHS 

was beginning to struggle under national funding 

pressures and, towards the end of 2015, we took the 

decision to merge with our Crediton colleagues in 

Newcombes Surgery to form the New Valley 

Practice in order to continue to be able to provide the 

highest quality of clinical care to our patients.  
 

This has necessarily brought with it many changes, 

but we have all worked very hard to ensure the 

continued presence of a high quality General Practice 

Surgery based in Thorverton and providing care for 

the residents of Thorverton, Silverton and the 

surrounding area, as well as continuing to provide 

similar care for the residents of Crediton and beyond. 
 

The pace of change within the NHS continues 

unabated and I feel that it is time for me to pass the 

baton to my younger colleagues, who I have no doubt 

will continue to provide excellent health care to the 

local community for many years to come. 
 

It has been my great honour and privilege to have 

been part of your lives and community for the past 19 

years and I wish you my very best for your future 

health and happiness. 
 

 

From Ian Walton 
 

I am very disappointed that the Parish Council are 

considering replacing the collapsed wall in Dark 

Lane with a metal fence. 
 

Filling the gap with a fence would look like a cheap 

repair and another example where the erosion of the 

historic and aesthetic atmosphere of the village is 

being destroyed. We have seen recent damage to the 

cobbles not being properly repaired. What will be 

next? 
 

Priority should be made to ensue that what we have 

and enjoy here in Thorverton is preserved, not only 

for our pleasure but for future generations. 
 

If the repair is down to costs, could some of the 

‘Court Barton Section 106’ funds be used? In Nick 

Bright’s Parish Council report it is proposed to, in the 

future, improve the Barliabins site. As the wall is part 

of the Barliabins area around the car park it would 

make sense to repair the wall to it’s original state. 
 

I have made my feelings known to the PC and hope 

other Thorverton residents feel as strongly abut this 

as I do and I encourage them to join me in protesting. 
 

The Council considered this letter at the Council 

meeting on 14
th
 May and have responded, explaining 

that part of the wall had to be taken down for safety 

reasons and that quotes to repair it in stone were 

more than £16,750 plus VAT. Unfortunately Section 

106 funds may not be used for this sort of work. 

Council was also conscious that other parts of the 

wall may need attention in future so has looked at 

cheaper options involving wrought iron uprights.  Ed 

 

 

From Roger Higman, Link-Up Co-ordinator 
 

Silverton Link Up Plant Sale 11th May 2019 

(Charity no 1048253 )  
 

The fund raising morning was very successful raising 

£524 towards the LINK UP voluntary transport 

service that assists Wyndham House Surgery patients 

access medical appointments. 
 

A special thanks to Doreen, Len and family. Also 

thanks to the group helpers who assisted Doreen and 

those who helped with tea /coffee, raffle and garden 

accessories stall, those who donated raffle prizes and 
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everybody who came along and supported the event.  

All contributing in making the event so worthwhile. 
 

Link Up are always looking for additional volunteer 

drivers so if interested  please contact myself. 

Thank you. 

01392 860571 

roger.higman@icloud.com 

 

From Mike Stannard 
 

As his contribution to church funds during May 

Week, Alex Fice led an excellent tour of the village 

on Tuesday evening, 15
th
 May, with seemingly 

endless memories of people he had known and 

dwellings both present and past. 

  

Below is a picture of him telling us about the history 

of the land now enclosed as the Millennium Green.  

 

 
 

  
From D/Cllr Bob Deed 
  

May I thank all of you who came out to vote in the 

District Council Election on May 2
nd

, however you 

voted. 
  

After a campaign lasting some two months, in which 

residents were treated to visits on the door from both 

myself and Gavin Donovan, I was re-elected for a 

fourth term to represent Cadbury Ward. 
  

Of the 42 District Councillors elected this time, 18  

were Conservative, 12 Liberal Democrats, 10 Inde-

pendents and two from the Green Party.  I have been 

elected Leader of the Independent Group. 
  

At the first meeting of the Full Council, on 22
nd

 May, 

I had the honour of being elected the Leader of Mid 

Devon District Council. 
  

Notwithstanding, I remain available to be contacted 

by email – bdeed@middevon.gov.uk – 

or telephone – 01392 861258 

  

 

From Allison Toogood  

 

Recently I received a letter and a book from an old 

friend in Yorkshire. She came across the book in the 

Friends' House bookshop in Harrogate realising it 

was written by a local friend of hers who had walked 

for charity from Land’s End to John O'Groats in 

2009. She pointed out an extract which mentioned 

Thorverton, specifically the post office, Not The 

Village Shop, a cup of coffee with Jane Ristic in the 

village car park and a chat with Stephen (our pre-pub 

days).   

 

As another point of interest, we regularly have 

walkers on this route visiting us for coffee, meals, 

accommodation at the Arms. 

 
Extract from ‘In Expectation of a Kingfisher, Land’s End 

to John O’Groats on foot’ by Ben Evens March-June 

2009.  Published 2016. ISBN: 978-1-5262-0126-3 

 
Friday 3rd April 2009 

Exeter Hill Cross to Tiverton – 11.7 miles 
 

Christopher drove me back to Exeter Hill Cross and I 

gentled along peacefully and after a few miles I 

reached the village of Thorverton. As always, I was 

on the lookout for a mid-morning coffee break and 

was not sure I was going to just here. What I did find 

was a village car park in which there were two 

vehicle-cum-buildings. One was a sort of hybrid 

static caravan-cum-whatever and the other was a 

converted library van.  
 

The first was the village Post Office and the other 

was proudly labelled ‘Not the Village Shop’. There 

was a steady coming and going into and out of the 

car park as folk visited the Post Office and the shop. I 

spoke to a gentleman who I guess probably ran the 

‘Not the Village Shop’. He pressed me to view the 

inside where cunning use had been made of the old 

library shelves. He said that this shop and Post Office 

were both rather experimental. He called his shop by 

the name he did because he didn’t want people to 

take it too much for granted and to realise the 

fragility of its existence. They were community 

initiatives which seemed to me to be flourishing, but 

I may have hit a busy moment.  
 

A kind lady called Jane, who I think worked in the 

shop, was busy around the back of her car across the 

car park. She was feeding twigs into a Kelly-kettle 

and boiling up water. I had never properly seen one 

in action. Jane kindly brewed me a coffee and I sat 

outside the Post Office on a bench revelling in the 

morning sunshine and the sense of good fellowship 

that the place seemed to generate. To say the least, I 

was very impressed with a community pulling itself 

up by its own boot straps. 

mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

meeting held in May 2019. The latest meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane  

and on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

11th June 2019, 7.30pm at Thorverton Memorial Hall.   
thorvertonpc@gmail.com  www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your New Parish Council: following the May 2
nd

 local Elections the following residents have been elected onto 

the Parish Council – Stuart Crang, Bob Deed, Rob Flatt, Andrew Foster, John Hodge, Hilary Lawson, Neville 

Lane, Graham Sims, David Waldron and Keeley Wells. At the May meeting of the Parish Council Cllr Neville 

Lane accepted the position of Chairman and Cllr Bob Deed accepted the position of Vice Chairman. A list of 

Councillor contact details, together with details of the Working Groups recently formed, can be found on the 

School Lane notice board and on the Parish Council website.  

 

Councillor Responsibilities are as follows:   

a) Focus – Cllr Wells, b) School – Cllr Lane, c) TMGT – Cllr Waldron, d) Raddon Group – Cllr Deed,  

e) Memorial Hall – Cllr Flatt, f) Highways and Footpaths – Cllr Foster, g) Rec. Ground – Cllr Sims,  

h) Speedwatch – Cllr Hodge, i) Allotments – Cllr Crang, j) Snow Warden – Cllr Sims,  

 

Helicopter Night Landing Site: the Parish Council is delighted to advise that the landing site project has been 

completed in record time and is in operation. It is hoped that an ‘opening ceremony’ will be arranged in the near 

future to which all residents will be invited. 

 

New Cemetery: I have more good news in that the Heritage Lottery Fund has agreed a grant of £23,100 towards 

the Community Dig. The next steps are for a Geophysical Survey to take place on proposed new Cemetery site, 

off Dark Lane, to make way for the Community Dig which, it is hoped, will take place in September. Nearly 70 

people are now on the ‘helpers’ list for the Dig and I will be in touch with everyone when I know more. 

 

Dark Lane wall: the matter of rebuilding the gap in the Dark Lane wall remains under consideration. The new 

Council has been made aware that the wall is a non-designated heritage asset and that Consultations have already 

taken place between the Parish Council and the MDDC Conservation Officer regarding the required work. Due to 

the high costs involved with rebuilding the wall in stone - estimates received for the work ranged between 

£16,779 and £20,422 plus VAT - an alternative plan, by way of wrought iron uprights, has been investigated. As 

the plan was thought to be an acceptable alternative, costings are being sourced for consideration at the June 

meeting. It was confirmed that Section 106 funding, from the Court Barton Close development, cannot be used for 

this project.  

 

Planning Applications and Decisions: 
19/00543/HOUSE erection of an extension, following removal of existing, and erection of replacement 

garage/store at Stable Cottage, Thorverton. It was resolved to submit ‘no comment’ on this application. 

19/00690/FULL retrospective permission for the retention of shed and decking (revised scheme) at Dinneford 

Spring, Thorverton. It was resolved to submit a neutral comment of ‘consideration should be given to the use of 

the shed which should not be for additional accommodation but which should be incidental to the enjoyment of 

the main dwelling’. 

19/00621/FULL formation of residential vehicular access and track at Charolles, Thorverton. It was resolved to 

submit ‘no comment’ on this application. 

19/00567/LBC Listed Building Consent for internal alterations at Brookside, Silver Street, Thorverton. It was 

resolved to submit ‘no comment’ on this application. 

18/02000/FULL erection of extensions at the Exe Valley Farm Shop, Thorvertron. Approved. 

 

Village Tidy Up Day: this annual event will take place on Saturday 6
th
 July 2019 and if you are interested 

in joining in then please contact the Clerk for more information, on thorvertonpc@gmail.com, or look out 

for posters around the village. 

Grant Funding: it was resolved to give £250.00 in grant funding to the new Thorverton Kids Club and the Parish 

Council wishes this new project well.  

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 

 
 

AGM REPORT  May 2019  

The Chairman of the Thorverton Memorial Hall 

Committee, Mike Shelton, reported that the past year 

had been a busy and eventful one for the Memorial 

Hall, the premises and grounds being used for 

weddings receptions, birthday parties and various 

other family celebrations. 
 

The Hall also continues to be used by local 

organisations including the Art Group, The 

Thorverton Primary School and Mums and Toddlers, 

and also is hired for Pilates, Yoga and Dance Tuition. 
 

The Hall Trustees have also organised a variety of 

events including the Fun Day, a Ball, Pie and Quiz 

Night, a Beach Party, Halloween Party for the 

children, and the Christmas Tree Lighting event 

which was again graced by a visit from Father 

Christmas. 
 

The Big Breakfast and Saturday Market continues 

to be a popular event with a variety of different stalls 

and the famous big breakfasts available. Mike said: 

“I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who 

helps with this event, particularly those who give up 

their time to staff the kitchen to provide the high-

quality food, particularly as many of them are not 

trustees or members of the hall committee.” 
 

The Treasurer reported that the year’s finances 

reflected this success with income exceeding 

expenditure by more than £3,000. 
 

Election and re-election of trustees 
Dave Reygate, Roger Fieldhouse, Sarah Addicott, 

Colin Marshall and Jeff Grace were re-elected as 

Trustees.   
 

The new Chair of the Memorial Hall Committee, 

Roger Fieldhouse, thanked Mike Shelton and John 

Hodge who are both retiring from the committee, for 

their unstinting contributions to the Hall: “Mike has 

been a member of the Committee for longer than 

anyone can remember and has served two terms as 

Chair. He has quietly and selflessly guided the hall in 

good times and some more difficult times. He will be 

sorely missed but, typically, has offered to continue 

to help out if required. John has also served the Hall 

well, looking after the bookings system and generally 

helping out in many ways. Thank you, both of you.” 

 

NEW SOUND AND PROJECTION SYSTEM 

Over 80 people came along to the recent History 

Society event “Your House Through Time” where 

the new integrated sound and projection system was 

used for the first time.  
 

The installation of the new equipment was made 

possible as a result of the successful bid to Viridor 

Credits which provided nearly £6,000 towards the 

project and to the village magazine Focus for the 

£598.50 in order for the grant to be paid to the TMH. 

The strong local support shown by community 

groups and other organisations was an important part 

of the bidding process. 
 

Mike Shelton, chairman of the TMH committee said: 

“We are so grateful to Viridor Credits and Focus 

magazine for their support with this exciting project. 

The new, user-friendly projector and sound system is 

very flexible and will soon be put to good use to 

enhance meetings, lessons, lectures and talks as well 

as weddings and local events. 
 

The ability to display large screen computer sourced 

presentations directly from a laptop, HDMI 

connection or from a WiFi source will be useful to 

small or larger groups and we are currently planning 

the launch of community cinema events and films 

nights in the Memorial Hall over the coming 

months.” 
 

Commenting on the project, Alison Salvador, 

General Manager at Viridor Credits said: “Viridor 

Credits Environment Company, through the Landfill 

Communities Fund, is proud to support grass roots 

community projects that will increase the use of the 

amenity and enhance the experience for users 

through the AV equipment funded.”  

 

PIE & QUIZ NIGHT 
 

 
 

A Pie and Quiz night was held in TMH on 18
th
 May 

with profits going to the upkeep of the hall. 

Quizmaster Colin Marshall did the honours. 
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FUTURE EVENTS 
 

THE BEACH PARTY – you are invited to celebrate 

the start of summer at a beach party at the hall on 

Saturday 22 June, 7.30pm. Tickets, which include 

a burger, are only £5 and available from Berry 

Dairy or on the door. 
 

Come and discover Thorverton-by-the-Beach and 

enjoy an evening of fun. There will be a disco, 

barbecue, the hall bar and a cocktail bar serving a 

range of cocktails, mocktails and jugs of Sangria. 

You may be wondering what to wear for the occasion 

… the answer is whatever you would wear for an 

evening at the beach. There will be competitions for 

the best Hawaiian shorts and the most striking beach 

dress. 

 

FUN DAY AND DOG SHOW  
The annual Fun Day will be held on Saturday 13 July 

from mid-morning until 5pm with all the usual events 

for children and adults including the Dog Show 

(more information and classes below) and the famous 

duck races as well as a variety of stalls and, of 

course, the Homecraft competition.  See details of 

classes (right) and rules on page 21 of this magazine. 
 

The closing date for the entries is 10am on the day of 

the event, but it would be helpful if you could submit 

your entries earlier to Alison Marshall, Dinneford 

House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton EX5 5NU.  

Cash accepted or cheques payable to Thorverton 

Memorial Hall.  Please call Alison on 01392 861228 

for any further information. 
 

To book a space at the Fun Day please ring Dave 

Reygate on 01392 860332 as soon as possible.  The 

Hall is a great place for events, so if you would like 

to discuss hiring it do get in touch with Dave Reygate 

the Events Secretary on the number above. 
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Notice Board 
 

Thorverton Ladies Group 
 

There is a change of date from our normal 

second Thursday of the month for our final 

meeting before our summer break this year. 

 

 
Our Summer BBQ will be held on  

Thursday 27th June at 6.30pm 
  

by kind invitation of Margaret Swaffield, 

Schiehallion, School Lane.  

Please contact Margaret on 860309 to let her 

know whether you will be bringing a salad or 

dessert. 

 

Welcome Café 
 

We are in the WI Hut every Monday afternoon, 

excepting Bank Holidays, from 2.30pm.  
  

If you would like to join us for tea, coffee, cake and 

a chat you are most welcome.  
 

We share village news and events and just enjoy 

the company of others.  You do not have to come 

every week, just as it suits you. 
 

Anyone is welcome: - Mums with little ones, 

workers having time out, and any other ladies and 

gentlemen whatever age who would like to join us.   
 

If you would like to come but the walk up is too 

much for you, give us a ring on 860356 and we can 

arrange transport. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

A look at the Gospel of Luke 
Come and join the group in the 

Thorverton Arms snug 
14th & 28th June 
12th & 26th July 
2.15 - 3.15 pm 

 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 
 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
  

We shall be holding our monthly   
  

Coffee Mornings 

in the back room 
  

from 10.30 to 12 noon 

Fridays 7th June & 5th July 
  

A warm welcome to all 
 

Millennium Green 
 

Monthly Maintenance Day 
 

Saturday 1st June from 11.00am 
 

All helpers welcomed, to keep the  
Millennium Green looking good! 

 
 

 

Silverton Memory Café 
 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall every 

Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.  
  

All welcome.  Contact Annette Emmerson on 

01392 860983 or annettejean@hotmail.com for 

further details. 

 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.com
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THORFEST 

 

Save the date.  Preparations are well 

under way for Thorfest for  

 

Saturday 7th September 

 

at the Memorial Hall.  There will be 

a wide range of music through the 

afternoon and evening, with a great 

choice of local beers and ciders. 
 

 

 
 

TAG 
THORVERTON ARTS & CRAFTS 

GROUP 

FRIDAY MORNINGS 

FROM 

10:00 @ TMH  
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME                 
Sample session free – no commitment  

DRAWING, PAINTING, MIXED MEDIA, 

SCULPTURE, COLLAGE, GREETING 

CARDS, JEWELERY, WOOL CRAFTS, 

MODEL MAKING, ETC. – FOR A 

PLEASANT COUPLE OF HOURS 
Further information:  www.pinpointdevon.co.uk 

THORVERTON 

POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD NEWSAGENT/ 

STATIONERS 

your local bank 
Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 
 

We offer a very wide range of post office 

and banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards for every occasion (well nearly!), local 

postcards, posting and packing materials, 

health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, 

photocopying + lots more 

Fathers’ Day cards now in stock 
 

REALLY EASY PARKING + 

ACCESS 
TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri    8.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat             8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 

 

Post Office 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat             9.00 – 12:00 
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Ashridge Court Estate, North Tawton, EX20 2DH  
 

~ Bob Watson’s Sheepdog Trial - Friday 28th June 
 

~ Ashridge Mini Wood Fair - Court Farm –   

   Saturday 29th
 
June 

 

~ Nose to Tail Dining Experience - Great Barn –  

   Saturday 13th July  
 

~ Yoga Retreat - Great Barn / Magic Circle –  

   Saturday 20th July 
 

~ Asado Pop-up Restaurant - Great Barn –  

   Saturday 3rd August 
 

~ Captain Coconut and Facepainting – Ashridge  

   Great Barn – Tuesday 6th August.  

   Tickets available £3.50 per child contact 

    shelleyashridge@gmail.com 
 

~ Nanny Knight’s Revel Shadow Puppet Workshop  

   and Storytelling - Ashridge Great Barn –  

   Tuesday 13th August ~ £3 per child entrance to  

   cover costs of equipment 
 

~ Nanny Knight’s Revel Open Gardens - Ashridge  

   Great Barn / Court House Gardens with Afternoon  

   Tea - Friday 16th August 
 

~ Macmillan Coffee Morning - Ashridge Court House 

   Conservatory - Friday 27th
 
September 

 

~ Yoga Retreat - Ashridge Great Barn / Magic Circle  

   - Saturday 5th October 
 

~ Christmas Fayre - Ashridge Great Barn –  

   Saturday 23rd November  
 

Contact Cat or Shelley on info@ashridge-

court.co.uk or 01837 352025 for further information 

on events or to book tickets. 

 

Have you seen Scene? 

 

This is a 32-page leaflet prepared with the 

support of Friends of Wyndham House Surgery, 

providing information about the various 

activities in the Exe Valley area for those over 

the age of 60.  There is lots of good stuff in it. 

 

Copies of the free leaflet are available from the 

Exe Valley Farm Shop. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nick, Judy, Ray and Rachel  
 

invite you to an 
 

OLD FASHIONED  
 

AFTERNOON TEA 
at 

 

FAIR OAK, Thorverton 
 

SUNDAY 2
nd

  JUNE 
 

                at  3.30pm    £5.00 

 

mailto:info@ashridge-court.co.uk
mailto:info@ashridge-court.co.uk
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SILVERTON LINK UP 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients  
 

 VOLUNTEER DRIVERS  
 

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545 

Doreen Beer 860731         Stephen Roach 861042 

MaryClare Smith 861916   Mary Hall 860532 

Dave Cole 860030              John Pizey 861711 

Lorraine Yarnell 861240     John Owen-Jones 841085* 
     

*This driver only does surgery appointments 
 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT 

ONE OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS 

POSSIBLE. 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the 

Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 

appreciated. Donations should be given direct to the 

driver, who issues a receipt. 

 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up 

their time to help others in the community. Although 

they will do their best, they cannot always be 

available, so it may not always be possible to arrange 

a lift. 

We are always looking for additional volunteer 

drivers so if interested please contact me. 
 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@icloud.com      

 
 

Eggesford Hunt Supporters Club 
Country Show 

 

Sunday, 16 June 2019 
 

Great family day out  
including BBQ, craft stalls, classic & vintage 

vehicles, tractor rides and much more.   
 

Plenty for the kids too.  
 

Also Ferret, Terrier, Lurcher & Family Dog 
Show.  

 

Crooke Burnell, North Tawton, EX20 2BJ  
 

Gates open at 11am 
 

email: EHSC.countryshow@gmail.com or call 07779 
606016 for Trade/Stall and general enquires. 

 

Donation being made to FCN - The Farming 

Community Network. 
 

Teddy Bears’ Parachute Jump! 
 

Saint Peter’s Church,  

Brampford Speke 
 

Saturday, June 15
th

 at 2pm 
 

TEDDY BEARS PICNIC 

Ice creams, teas, cakes and more.  

Second-hand toy stall and plant stall. 
 

EVERYONE VERY WELCOME  
 

Teddy bear competition including  

best-dressed teddy. 

Come and join in the fun. 

Don't forget to bring your teddy bear! 
 

Dogs welcome on short leads. 
 

Fundraising for church maintenance. 

For more details 01392 8414324. 
 

 

 

tel:07779%20606016
tel:07779%20606016
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THORVERTON CHURCH CHOIR   ♫  
 

Have you ever heard our choir yet? I hope you would 

be pleasantly surprised! 
 

It meets fortnightly and usually sings music in 4 

parts. We manage to achieve a high standard singing 

sacred music of many different styles and have a lot 

of fun along the way 
 

If you’d like to join us, then we’d be very pleased to 

see you. All ages are welcome and there are no 

auditions.  
 

Do contact me for more information or come along to 

hear us one Sunday morning or on one of our 

Thursday practice evenings. 
 

We also have a church band which plays at most 

Family Services. New instrumentalists are always 

welcome. 
 

Thursday Choir Practices at Thorverton Church   

7.45 – 9.00pm 
 

June 13th, 20th, 27th 

July 4th, 17th WED 
 

Services with Choir 
 

June  2nd   Communion - 9.30 service 

June 16th   FATHERS’ DAY - Family Service - 9.30  

                                                             for 10.00 start 

June 22nd  Wedding - 12.00 

June 30th   Mission Community service with joint  

                         choirs  11.00 at Stoke Canon Church 

July 7th      Communion - 9.30 service 

July 21st    Family Service - 9.30 for 10.00 start     
 

CONTACT :  
 

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather Kershaw  

01392 860419  heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_co

ntent&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39  

 

 

Thorverton School PTFA Summer Fayre 
 

Tuesday 2nd July 3:30pm- 5:30pm  
 

on the School Field 
 

Come along and support the school - all welcome! 

Games, refreshments, bric a brac, craft etc. 

 

We welcome new stall holders.. plants, arts, crafts, 

books, homemade goodies, £5 a stall. If you would 

like to have a stall please contact us:  

thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We are a friendly social group for retired people 

which has been presenting interesting and 

entertaining weekly talks by leading local figures, 

experts and enthusiasts for nearly 50 years. We 

should very much like to invite you to any of our 

talks you may be interested in. They are at  
 

The Mint Methodist Church,  

Fore Street, Exeter 

on Wednesday mornings with tea/coffee from 

10.00 and the talks from 10.45 to 12.00. 
 

The programme for June and July 2019 is:   
 

June 5
th
 :  Dr David Jenner:  All of a Flutter: Chasing  

                                                    Britain's Butterflies. 

June 12
th
 : Seona Ford: The Life and Works of  

                                                     Dorothy L. Sayers. 

June 19
th
 : Brian Freeland:  Playing the Clown. 

June 26
th
 : Tom Cadbury:  Roman Devon and the  

                                                 Seaton Down Hoard. 
Admission is £3 per talk, free for members.   
Diana Taylor, Forum Secretary, email: 
exeterforum@btinternet.com    Tel 01392 273732.  
website www.exeterforum.org 

 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39
http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:exeterforum@btinternet.com
http://www.exeterforum.org/
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CredFest 
 

There is plenty going on in Crediton in June, 

including plays, exhibitions, activities, comedy, 

literature and music events. Visit www.credfest.co.uk 

for details, or pick up a leaflet. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN GARDEN 
The Lodge 

School Lane, Thorverton 

 

Sunday 23rd June,  

2-5pm 
 

Cream Teas and cakes 

on the lawn 
In aid of Cadbury Church Bells 

restoration

 

http://www.credfest.co.uk/
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BAT WALK 

 

Station House, Brampford 

Speke 

Friday, June 7th 

 

please arrive from 8.15pm for 

REFRESHMENTS 

(hot/cold drinks, biscuits, etc.) 
 

Short TALK will start at 9pm 

Followed by a WALK with bat detectors 

Led by Sarah Butcher 
 

 
 

Silverton Street Market 2019  

Beach Party 
 

There’s a Beach Party happening in Silverton on 

Saturday 3rd August and everyone is invited. Come 

and sample the Street Market’s finest food, drink, 

entertainment and games and just have fun and enjoy 

a day out. Browse the many stalls which line the 

traffic-free main street or simply stand and watch the 

shows.  
 

In keeping with the Beach theme, you can try your 

skill at the super surf simulator while the children 

laugh at the traditional Punch and Judy, have their 

faces painted - glitter tattoos and festival faces also 

available - or join in with the amazing Dan the Hat. 

There’s a beach-themed treasure trail for the children 

in the offing, a bouncy castle throughout the day and 

why not take turns in the giant deckchair.  
 

Street Heat (to be confirmed) are playing and 

Jabbrock, a Reggae band is booked for lunchtime.  
 

The Tug of War is a popular finale to the day and 

there is always room for a scratch team if you can 

keep it together after drinking the Exe Valley 

Brewery’s specially crafted ‘Exe on the Beach’ beer 

or supporting the Twining Association at the Pimms, 

Prosecco and Cocktail Bar. 
 

Entrance £2.50 adults, 50p children. Parking free. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Tickets for the EVENING EVENT will go on sale 

mid June and are available from the Spa shop in 

Silverton, or from Suzanne on 07974374935.  
 

The line up is impressive, with Reckless, Lazy 

Snacks and the fascinating Still Hate Thatcher. There 

will be a bar and a hog roast and the evening will be 

amazing.  
 

Tickets are still Only £7.50.   7pm till 11ish. 
 

For further details and information about the Beach 

Party, please look at our web page at 

silverton.org.uk. Silverton Street Market is run by 

volunteers. All the money raised goes to local groups 

and organisations who in turn help to run the annual 

street market. 

Jane Hiley 

Publicity 

 

 

 

http://silverton.org.uk/
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Church Services and News     
 

JUNE 2019 SERVICES & INFORMATION   
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

 

Sunday 2 June Easter 7 
 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [C]  Thorverton   MSS  

10:00 am Family Service      Brampford Speke  Lay Led 

10:00 am Bells and Flowers Service    Cadbury   Lay Led 

10:00 am Open Door      Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

10:00 am Service of The Word     Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company    Rewe 

 

Sunday 9 June Pentecost Whit Sunday 
   

09:30 am  Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

09:30 am Open   Thorverton    

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon    

11:15 am Morning Worship   Rewe LF   

11:15 am Holy Communion [C]  Upton Pyne  KC 

03:00 pm Pentecost Service  Netherexe KC 

 

Sunday 16 June Trinity Sunday 
 

08:30 am  Holy Communion Said [C] Brampford Speke KC 

09:30 am  Holy Communion [C] Cadbury KC   

09:30 am Open  Thorverton    

10:00 am Family Service  Thorverton Lay Led  

11:00 am Holy Communion Patronal Festival [C] Newton St Cyres  JD 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe   

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon JD  

06:00 pm Evensong  Poltimore KC  

 

Sunday 23 June Trinity 1 
 

10:00 am Baptism Service  Cadbury KC 

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon Lay Led 

10:00 am  Service of The Word  Upton Pyne  Lay Led 

11:00 am Joint Service   Thorverton Baptist Church BOF 

   Joint with Thorverton Parish Church 
11:15 am  Holy Communion [C] Rewe                                       A Geering  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  Huxham Lay Led 

 

Sunday 30 June Trinity 2 Mission Community Service “Celebration of Vocation” 
 

11:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon KC 

 Followed by “Bring & Share” Lunch 

 

Sunday 7 July Trinity 3 
 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [C]  Thorverton   MSS 

10:00 am St Peter’s Patronal Festival    Brampford Speke  Lay Led 

10:00 am Open Door      Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

10:00 am Baptism Service     Stoke Canon   KC 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C]  Poltimore   JD 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company    Rewe 

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service    Cadbury   Lay Led 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of 

young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and 

contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; 

without communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually 

last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without 

Holy Communion, are contemporary in style and are often 

followed by refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 

 

Morning Prayer: Is said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer: Is said on the first Thursday of the month at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres Church. 

 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross  Rector   01392 759612   katie.cross@netherexe.org  

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

JD Revd Julia Dallen   Associate Minister   julia.dallen@netherexe.org  

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 

Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 

Tel: 07551 844321 – Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 13:00] 

Email: peter.shepherd@netherexe.org 
 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 
 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

01392 860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:julia.dallen@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
 

Time for Change……. 
 

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! June 

is typically a month of plenty, with grass, flowers and 

those blessed weeds sprouting everywhere, fruits 

developing and new life burgeoning. Even the 

sunshine is more constant. Yet whilst our countryside 

may look just as fecund as ever we cannot be 

complacent about the health of our world. 
 

There have never been so many or such frightening 

reports and documentaries, backed by what appear to 

be incontrovertible facts, about the parlous state of 

the natural world at the beginning of this century. A 

million species of plants and animals are now 

reckoned to be in danger of extinction, from the 

minuscule to the majestic and it is on those eco-

systems that our own health and life depend. Climate 

change may be a natural phenomenon but human 

activity has a major impact on it as well. Experts tell 

us that we have a small window of opportunity to do 

something to reverse these trends ... but will we? 

Will Governments around the world act in 

collaborative ways to make a difference? And what is 

the Christian response to this predicament? 
 

Few Christians would argue with scientific theories 

about how our world has been evolving for millions 

of years but we also believe that God made this world 

and “saw that it was good”, entrusting its resources, 

beauty and all other lives in it to our care and 

responsible use. 
 

Humans have been scandalously greedy, careless and 

exploitative. Unfortunately, our numbers are now so 

great that we either take stock and review our 

practices or we will destroy everything we need and 

love in our world and thus ourselves with it. 
 

Christians throughout history have been part of the 

thoughtless exploitation, but a few have stood up to 

what a world bent on profit and greed has pursued, 

and made incredible changes. Think of the Cadbury 

family in Birmingham, staunch Quakers, who created 

Bournville, a model village for their workers so that 

trade should benefit all, with workers’ children 

educated, adults encouraged to grow food in their 

gardens and to have a decent environment in which 

to raise their families with affordable rents.  

Wilberforce, that great Christian parliamentarian, 

denounced slavery and worked tirelessly to end that 

abuse. 
 

There are so many examples and whilst Christians do 

not have the exclusive right to the moral high ground, 

we must play our part today. The Bible tells us that 

God has clothed the lilies and that he knows when a 

sparrow falls. It is surely our duty and desire to know 

when an entire species is falling, and to do something 

about it if we can. 
 

Small changes in the lives of individuals and 

households make a significant impact across a 

village, a county, a country. It is time to evaluate how 

we use our energy, the sources of that energy, our 

attitude to recycling, reducing and re-using, our 

shopping habits, the packaging we accept, what we 

do with our gardens and how we protect the wildlife 

in them. Beyond that, our choices and the examples 

we set make a difference and our prayers can effect 

change. 
 

Let’s take stock today and do something, in God’s 

name, to maintain our Eden. 

Gail Whalley, Cadbury 
 

Baptist Church 
To sum up... 
 

Several readers (well, two or three) of these articles 

have been kind enough to tell me they have found 

them helpful and interesting, which is always an 

encouragement when you are not sure that anyone 

out there is actually reading them.  For these last few 

months we have been looking at St Luke’s portrayal 

of the House of Herod.  Before we go on to our next 

subject, which will be The Jesus Affair, here is 

something of a reminder about the four generations 

of this dynasty referred to in Luke’s work. 
 

The first representative, known as Herod the Great, 

features in Luke’s account immediately after the 

introduction to the gospel. ‘In the days of Herod, 

king of Judea,’ is a phrase many of us will recall 

from the infancy narratives.  Herod was very proud 

of his title King of the Jews.  This had been awarded 

to him by the Roman Senate in 40 BC and his 

supporters on that occasion had been two of the most 

celebrated figures of Roman history, Mark Antony 

and the future Emperor Augustus.   
 

Herod served his Roman masters well and in the 

process always took care to further his own interests 

also.  By the time Jesus was born, Herod was an old 

man according to the standards of that time, and had 

only a few months to live.  Paranoid about holding on 

to power at all costs, when he learned of the Magi’s 

question ‘Where is he that is born King of the Jews?’ 

he ruthlessly ordered ‘the slaughter of the innocents’ 

- just one example of the many murderous acts he 

was guilty of over the years. 
 

Following Herod’s death, his son Herod Antipas was 

appointed ruler over Galilee.  This is the Herod that 

Jesus referred to as ‘that fox.’  Pontius Pilate sent 

Jesus to Antipas in a desperate attempt to free 

himself from a situation that was rapidly getting out 
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of hand.  At first, Herod was pleased, but when Jesus 

declined to perform a miracle for him he lost interest 

and returned the prisoner to Pilate.  Luke records 

another incident concerning this Herod.  When John 

the Baptist rebuked him roundly for the scandal of 

stealing his brother’s wife Herodias, Herod had him 

arrested.  His hand was then forced by a rash promise 

he had made and he reluctantly had John executed. 
 

The third generation Herod of the New Testament 

was Herod Agrippa I.  This Herod was brought up at 

the imperial court in Rome, where he became the 

intimate friend of two emperors, Claudius, who is 

mentioned twice in the bible narrative, and Caligula. 

 The latter, persuaded that he was a god, ordered his 

statue to be set up in the temple at Jerusalem, a mad 

initiative which would have provoked a violent 

reaction of outrage from Jews everywhere.  Agrippa 

bravely interceded with his friend the Emperor in 

favour of the Jews, and Caligula backed down.  This 

Herod is represented by Luke as an early persecutor 

of Christians, executing the apostle James and 

imprisoning St Peter.  Luke also describes Agrippa’s 

death at a ceremony in Caesarea where he is struck 

down for an act of blasphemy. 
 

It is also in Caesarea, the coastal town which was the 

seat of Roman administration for Judea, that we meet 

Herod Agrippa II, the fourth and last representative 

of the House of Herod.  The apostle Paul has been 

kept a prisoner in Caesarea for two years, the new 

governor Festus arrives from Rome to take up his 

duties, and Agrippa, as one of Rome’s petty kings, 

comes to pay his respects to the Roman pleni-

potentiary.  Festus appeals to Agrippa’s expertise in 

the field of Jewish issues to help him in deciding 

what to do with the prisoner Paul.  The latter is 

brought before them and presents his case before 

exercising his right as a Roman citizen of an appeal 

to the Emperor.  This is an interesting account of the 

interplay between a Roman governor and a minor 

Jewish King.   
 

All four generations of the House of Herod have 

some part to play in the Christian story, whether at 

the birth of Jesus, the beginning of his ministry, or 

the spread of his message. 
 

Next month we will consider another theme treated in 

depth not only by St Luke but by all the evangelists - 

the Jesus Affair. 

Maurice Harrison 

 

Bible Studies in the Pub 
 

For some two years now a group has been meeting 

twice a month in the Thorverton Arms to study the 

gospel of Luke.  Numbers fluctuate between six and 

twelve.  It is a very friendly and welcoming group in 

which everyone is free to participate as much or as 

little as they like.   
 

If you would like to join us you would be very 

welcome.  No need to bring a bible, as there is a copy 

of Luke available for everyone.  If you would like to 

know more, please contact Maurice Harrison on 

966861. 
 

Meetings in June: 2.15 – 3.15pm, Fridays 10
th
 & 24

th
. 

 

Maurice Harrison 

 

Thorverton Millennium Green 
Trust  
 

Chairman's Report 2019 
 

This year the Millennium Green has seen several 

changes and developments. The major addition has 

been the new bridge near the picnic table, made from 

the felling of three surplus alder trees. (Thank you, 

Jules, for your help with this.) Pressure-treated 

timbers were then used to create a walking surface 

and a single handrail added on the upstream side. The 

bridge gives easy access to the new paths down to the 

South Point beach.  
 

In the autumn, the main branch of the 300 yr old oak 

demolished the Nissan hut on the Church 

Commission land and part of our fence on the 

northern boundary.  
 

The Memorial Hall Fun Day used part of the Green 

for a display of vintage vehicles, which we hope will 

continue in future years.  
 

A new metal kissing gate has been installed 

connecting the Green to footpath 11 leading to the 

viewpoint near the Rookery. 
 

The Green continues to be maintained by our 

Trustees and a few loyal volunteers. We welcome 

new Trustees Gillian Bathe and Ed Wardle. We are 

still very short of volunteers to help with the many 

jobs involved, such as strimming, pruning, nettle and 

bramble control, and weeding the path edges. If 

anyone would like to offer to help with these tasks, 

please contact any of the Trustees. Could you give an 

hour of your time to join the Working Party, usually 

on the 3rd Saturday of each month (or at any other 

convenient time)? Watch out for the notice at the 

Green entrance. 
 

The trees planted in 2000 are now mature and 

producing fruit. The sweet chestnuts at the far end 

produced a large number of nuts, but unfortunately, 

due to the long period of very dry weather, they 

didn't fill out to edible size. (This year we hope to see 

nuts suitable for roasting.) We are planning to plant a 
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range of apple and plum trees along the southern 

edge of the Green. 
 

We are always grateful to Hank Jones for his 

excellent mowing, with machines kindly provided by 

Richard Turner-Warwick. Becky Stannard has 

continued to update the website - 

www.thorverton.org.uk.  Please access this site for 

news of events in the Green. We are hoping to make 

a permanent, high quality welcome sign including a 

footpath map near the entrance gate, partly funded by 

Focus; work in progress. 
 

Slabs have been placed, which should help. It will 

help maintain the mown paths if you can walk on the 

rough grass during muddy conditions. The moles are 

a continuing problem, but we don't want to kill any 

wildlife. Badgers are living at the far end of the 

Green. Otters and fish (trout?) have been seen in the 

stream. 
 

We are pleased that the School is using the Green for 

organised activities this spring. We would be happy 

for more groups to use our five acres. Unfortunately, 

we have decided not to allow any further firework 

displays on the Green as they are too disruptive to 

residents (and their pets) who live nearby. 
 

We hope the Green continues to be a resource that 

can be enjoyed by everyone. To that end, please can 

you endeavour to keep your dog(s) under control so 

that they don't annoy other people – and other dogs - 

enjoying the Green. Sadly, dog poo is a continuing 

problem, and the real heroes not only pick up after 

their dog but also any other deposits they happen to 

discover. 
 

The Thorverton Millennium Green Trust is a charity 

dependent on donations for its future financial 

security; do think of us when making charitable 

donations or drawing up a will. Many thanks for the 

contributions we have received this year. 
 

We look forward to the coming year. We hope 

everyone in the village continues to enjoy this 

valuable amenity. Happy walking! The Green is not 

just for dog walkers! 

John Spivey 

Chairman TMGT 

 

 

Arts Festival 
On behalf of the Church I would like to thank 

everyone who has helped to make the 49th East 

Devon Arts Festival such a success. It is an event 

which brings many people together, from the village 

and further afield, to put on an Arts and Crafts 

exhibition and raise money for the church.  
 

It is an event which has a very good reputation with 

exhibitors and visitors, and this is only possible 

because of the support of so many of you, with 

organisation, catering, and ancillary activities. I 

append draft accounts, incomplete as yet because not 

all the figures are in. Thank you to all who 

contributed. 
  

Royston Kershaw 

Churchwarden 

  
49th East Devon Arts Festival Accounts 
2019 
    

Receipts    

Sales   £10,841.90 
Entry Fees   £870.97 
Catalogues   £219.20 
Donations   £230.53 
Lucky Dip   £58.00 
Cake Draw   £321.81 
Catering   £2,496.60 
    

Plants Sales   £184.60 
Total Receipts  £15,223.61 
    

Payments    

To exhibitors   £9,227.00 
Expenses   £157.28 
    

Total Payments  £9,384.28 
    

Excess of receipts over 
payments £5,839.33 
 

 

A BIG thank you from the refreshment team 
 

The sun shone and the people turned up and we have 

had a very successful week.  Thank you all so much 

for making it happen. 
 

We are humbled and overwhelmed by the generosity 

of so many during the lead-up to Church Week/ East 

Devon Arts Festival, and the week itself. From the 

early morning team who start preparing food, to the 

late evening cleaning team; we just couldn’t have 

managed without your help, and that of the volunteer 

staff who worked throughout each day.  Of course 

it’s all helped along by the fantastic quantity of 

cakes, puddings, pies, etc. that are donated 

throughout the week.  
 

Thank you’s also go to the local Thorverton 

businesses and individuals who give food and or 

money so things can be bought, and cooking can 

start, so we are all ready when the doors open on 

Tuesday morning. 
 

We enjoyed seeing so many people come through our 

door, and support what we were doing in helping to 

raise money for our Church.  

Felicity, Judy, Marj & Tina 

http://www.thorverton.org.uk/
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Women’s Institute 
The Thorverton WI Ladies met for their Annual 

Meeting in May.  Reports for the year were read and 

plans for the forthcoming year were discussed.  Two 

National Resolutions were reviewed and our ladies 

recommended that these should be taken forward.  
 

On 4
th

 June, Mr Phil Keen will be talking about Silk 

Screening.  Anyone is welcome to join us. 

Judy Bright 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 

supporting   Thorverton Post Office         
 

At our shop in Thorverton’s  Quarry Car Park we 

have on offer: 

 

 extensive banking + postal services 

 postage and packing materials 

 newspapers + magazines 

 greetings cards + notelets 

 wrapping paper + other ‘gift’ materials 

 stationery odds + ends 

 photocopying 

 local information 

 helpful staff many of whom are volunteers 

giving their time for this………………….. 

………community-run venture maintaining this 

vital local amenity. 

 
PLEASE KEEP COMING TO SUPPORT IT 

DAILY, WEEKLY, OFTEN! 

 

 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd               supporting   Thorverton Post Office         

 

As many of you know, we are a much-valued community amenity serving ALL age groups in many ways. 
 

We are now beginning a new financial year, so are asking you please to make your annual subscription of £10 per 

person, to help TCT Ltd keep this community-run venture (and thereby of course Thorverton Post Office) afloat.     
                 

Please use the form below, ask for one at the post office or contact me if you wish to pay your subs by bank 

transfer.           

NEW MEMBERS are needed please.   £10 pp pa is all it takes to become a member of Thorverton Co-operative 

Trust Ltd and to give your support.   
     

Please continue to use YOUR post office and paper shop/stationers as much as possible. 
 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd Chair and Company Secretary 

Jan Hamilton               07764 461575      TCT Ltd Business Manager 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
 

I/we …………………………………………………......................................................... 

 

(address  + postcode) ......................................................................................................................... 

 

.............……………………………………………...................................................................................... 

 

(e-mail) ……………………………………………….................................................................................. 
 

wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the 

provisions of its Memorandum and Articles of Association (see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view 

the full document) OR wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 
 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2019– 5/2020 (cheques payable to Thorverton 

Co-operative Trust Ltd) 
 

I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these contact details for the purposes of running TCT Ltd and 

Thorverton Post Office. I understand that these details will not be shared with third parties. 

 

(signature(s))…………………………………………................................................................................... 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary, c/o  Thorverton Post 

Office  or post/deliver to TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS 
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
 

Events & activities for the                plus! 
 

 

Membership is open to anyone 50 or over living in 

Silverton and surrounding towns and villages.  The 

Club which organizes outings to places of interest 

and other social activities such as theatre trips, coffee 

mornings and whist, has been in existence for 25 

years. Annual membership is £5 

 

COFFEE MORNING & QUIZ – Tues. 11
th

 June.  

Come and join us at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton 

between 10.00 and 11.30.  An opportunity to chat, 

take part in our optional quiz and raffle, or book for a 

forthcoming outing. Entrance charge £1 includes 

refreshments. Everybody most welcome. 

 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 3
rd

, 17
th

 & 24
th

 June 
St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton is the venue for this 

fortnightly activity starting at 2:00 PM prompt.  

Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment and raffle 

ticket.  It’s fun, easy to learn and helps keep the brain 

cells active!  

 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS  

Coach pick-ups at Tiverton, Bickleigh, Silverton, 

Ruffwell, Rewe & Stoke Canon 
 

05
th
 JUNE   Morgan Car Factory & Worcester  £35 

14
th
 JUNE   Ilfracombe coastal cruise & Exmoor  £24 

23
rd

 JULY  Trelissick House & Gardens and  

                                                             Falmouth   £25 

22
nd

 AUG   Exmouth Mini-cruise to Torquay &  

                                                               Brixham  £24 
 

Ilfracombe Cruise & Exmoor   
After time for coffee on arrival at this North Devon 

resort, we board the Ilfracombe Princess for a 90 

minutes’ spectacular wildlife and coastal cruise.  

Afterwards there will be time to explore the resort 

with its independent shops and small harbour before 

returning to the Exe Valley across Exmoor, making a 

tea stop at the pretty village of Winsford. 

 

Trelissick House & Gardens and Falmouth 
En-route to Cornwall, we make a coffee stop at 

Lifton Farm & Restaurant before arriving at 

Trelissick, a National Trust property set in an estate 

with stunning maritime views of the Fal Estuary.  

Afterwards we travel the short distance to Falmouth, 

home to the National Maritime Museum, the 

Dockyard and Pendennis Castle. 
 

Autumn/Winter Theatre outings at the Princess 

Theatre Torquay 
 

Agatha Christie’s Mousetrap  11 SEP 

 14.30 performance £33 
 

Joseph & Amazing Dreamcoat 22 OCT 

 19.30 performance £35 
 

R Marines Christmas Concert 08 DEC 

 19.30 performance £30 
 

Above prices are inclusive of coach and theatre 

performance.  We will leave the Exe Valley in 

sufficient time for a meal/refreshments before each 

show. 
 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

EX5 4HW Devon Tel: 01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 
 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
 

The Club held a successful Open Day in May with 

our children’s session very well attended. It was a 

beautiful sunny day and coach Toby Harradence kept 

everyone on their toes with various drills, exercises 

and games, and after the refreshment break several 

parents also joined in the fun. The adults who 

attended the later session also benefitted from Toby’s 

instruction, helped by another of our members who 

also has coaching experience.  
 

For anyone who missed the day but would like to 

consider joining, please contact our membership 

secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259. You will be 

offered the opportunity of a couple of club taster 

sessions before making up your mind. Likewise, any 

children interested in our junior coaching on 

Wednesday afternoons can try one session before 

committing. 
 

Summer League matches continue apace and Club 

Tournament matches are also scheduled throughout 

the summer, with Finals Day on 21
st
 July. This 

always offers exciting tennis and anyone is welcome 

to come along and watch. For those who don’t want 

to play matches, our various club sessions offer the 

opportunity for more relaxed social tennis at various 

levels. 
 

For more information about the Club please visit our 

website at www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk. 

 

Sally Baldwin 
 

 

   
 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Thorverton Fun Day 
SATURDAY 13th JULY AT THOVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE HALL! 
Homecraft Classes for 2019 
Class  

N0. 

 

Category 

 

Description 
Entry  

Fee 

1 Under 5’s Make a picture from pasta n/a 

2  Make a model from salt dough.  (1/2 cup salt, ¾ cup water, 1 cup flour) n/a 

3  Draw or paint a picture of the seaside n/a 

4 Age 6 - 10 Decorate a t-shirt n/a 

5  Make a model from recycled materials n/a 

6  Make 4 chocolate crispy cakes n/a 

7  Draw or paint a picture of the seaside n/a 

8 Age 11 – 16 Design a new emoji n/a 

9  Decorate a t-shirt n/a 

10  Bake 4 chocolate brownies n/a 

11  Write a poem about social media n/a 

 Open to all   

12 Baking A loaf of brown or white bread £1.00 

13  4 Chelsea buns £1.00 

14  A vegetable quiche £1.00 

15  A swiss roll  £1.00 

16  An orange or lemon drizzle cake £1.00 

17  Fancy packed lunch for two £1.00 

18 Preserves Jar of chutney £1.00 

19  Jar of jam £1.00 

20 Photography ‘Thorverton in Summer’ £1.00 

21 Poetry ‘The Seaside’ £1.00 

22 Handycraft Decorate a T Shirt £1.00 

23  Make a material bag - any sort or size £1.00 

 

Homecraft Rules: 
1. The closing date for entries is Saturday 13th July at 9.45am. 
2. Children’s classes, numbers 1 – 11, are free to enter. The Childs name should appear on the 
 back/underneath of the item. 
3. Classes 12 – 23 are open to all ages and a fee of £1.00 applies to each entry. No names should appear on 

these items as a candidate number will be provided. 
4. Entry fees are non-refundable and non-negotiable. 
5. The competition is open to both residents of Thorverton and non-residents. 



Focus on Thorverton  22         Vol 50 No 6 – June 2019 

 

6. Exhibits can be delivered to the Thorverton Memorial Hall between 8am and 9.45am on the morning of 
Saturday 13th July 2019. Alternatively they can be delivered, by prior arrangement, to Alison Marshall, 
Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton. 

7. Judging will commence at 10.15am on Saturday 13th July 2019 and the public will be excluded from the 
exhibition area while judging is taking place. 

8. The decision of the Judge is final.  
9. Children’s classes, numbers 1 – 11, will attract cash prizes for first, second and  third  places of £2.00 

for a first, £1.50 for a second and £1.00 for a third prize. All children taking part in the competition will 
receive sweets. 

10. Other classes, numbers 12 – 23, will attract a ‘Certificate of Achievement’ for first, second and third 
prizes. 

11. Prize money and Certificates can be collected from 4pm on the day of the show. 
12. All entries must be removed from the premises by 6pm on the day of the show.  
13. The Memorial Hall Committee will not be held accountable for any unclaimed entries or  for any loss, or 

damage, to any entries left unattended. Any unattended entries are left at the owners risk. 
Cookery classes 
a) All food items must be covered with ‘cling film’ or similar 
b) Jams and chutneys must be clearly labelled with the variety and the date made. 

 

 

Rewarding Rurality 
 

Last month the news was full of reports of the falling 

number of GPs in the UK.  There was a Panorama 

programme about the difficulties Plymouth GP 

Practices have recruiting doctors. This is now 

becoming the norm in most big city practices; they 

simply do not have enough doctors or nurses to look 

after their patients.  
 

Fortunately the crisis is not so severe for rural 

practices because we are more able to keep a healthy 

ratio of clinical staff to patient numbers.  However 60 

years ago the opposite was true. At the time GP 

payments were based solely on how many patients 

were on the practice list.   
 

A smaller number of patients spread over a large 

rural area made running a practice outside of a town 

financially difficult. This was also the case for 

pharmacies and so in the early 1970’s rural patients 

had significantly reduced access to good healthcare 

and medicines.  The Government solved the two 

problems with one solution and developed the 

Dispensing Doctors scheme.  This is the legislation 

that allows us to dispense medication to you from the 

surgery.  As a result, rural GPs can now run, what are 

well recognized as, the most successful practices 

within the current Primary Care system. See and treat 

all in one go, from a central base within a 

community, with the doctors and patients knowing 

each other well.   

 

 

 

The Government is now trying to solve the current 

shortage of GPs. They have a two pronged strategy: 

train more GPs and in the interim use more digital 

technology to plug the gap. We are part of both 

processes. You will have noticed this year we are 

hosting more medical students and they are spending 

a longer period of time with us. We are also 

spearheading innovations that allow younger patients 

to use Apps and e-mails to book appointments, get 

medical advice and order prescriptions.  However 

there are dangers within the digital developments.  

There are lucrative business opportunities for those 

offering national on-line medical services and 

politicians are promoting these.  
 

Whilst struggling Plymouth practices have too many 

patients, paradoxically rural practices need to ensure 

we have enough. Commercial poaching of patients by 

large on-line companies will be damaging for all GP 

practices, big, small, city or country and so hopefully 

the Government promoted schemes will get the 

balance right.   
 

Everyone benefits from a GP who knows them, and 

quick local access to the medication they need.  Long 

may we continue to do this from Wyndham House. 

 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 
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History Society 

 
John Dike photographed by Robin Blythe-Lord 

 

At our meeting in April John Dike gave an 

interesting talk on the first Atlantic telegraph cables. 
 

The laying of cables was brought about by the need 

to improve communications with America. In 1845 a 

cable was laid to France but with large emigration to 

America much material was needed and the UK was 

the workshop of the world. The American military 

saw the advantage of good communications and 

provided some ships. The money was raised for the 

project and work started, but it was not without 

problems.  
 

The cable floated so had to be weighted down. There 

were problems with tension and pressure on the 

cable, especially when going over the continental 

shelf which is two miles deep. There were problems 

in manufacturing the cables – two companies were 

involved and they constructed it differently so 12 

foot (4 metres) long splices were needed. Storms in 

the Atlantic made life difficult and the weight of the 

cable made the ships unstable and breakages 

happened. Iron used in the construction of the cable 

affected the ships compass. The route chosen for the 

cable was from Southern Ireland to Newfoundland 

and then on to Nova Scotia.  

 

Despite the difficulties, the ingenuity and 

perseverance of the engineers led to success and 

initial messages were in Morse code. The 

introduction of the telephone led to a greater demand 

for more cables. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

On 1
st
 May the Society hosted an event at Thorverton 

Memorial Hall. “Your House Through Time” is an 

ongoing project looking at some of the properties in 

the village, their history and who lived in the 

property. Research work has been done by a small 

team who became aware that residents had an interest 

in the history of their homes. Residents of the 

properties we had identified as interesting were 

invited, as well as an open invitation for any other 

interested person, and over 100 people attended the 

Hall to see the event.  
 

We had representatives from the Historic 

Environment Team at Devon County Council, Devon 

Family History Society and the Devon Heritage 

Centre. There were photographs, provided by the 

History Society and Alex Fice, of old Thorverton on 

display along with early Ordnance Survey maps. 

Books on Thorverton written by Ian Stoyle, Michael 

Crawford-Lewis, Frank Retter and A. Austin Eagger 

were available for people to look at. 
 

Graham Wills did the opening welcome and 

introduced the project using the newly installed audio 

visual equipment. He talked about our desire to be 

able to run small workshops and encourage people to 

research, record and celebrate the history of their 

property. We wish to offer a series of informal 

sessions to show residents where to look for 

information and how to record the relevant history of 

the property and the people who have lived and 

worked there. It is intended to publish a guide to the 

history of the village focusing on the buildings of 

historic or architectural interest. 
 

This was followed by a short talk from Mike Baldwin 

on the importance of old buildings and he used the 

work he did on Court Barton some years ago as an 

example. He explained the design of the building and 

some of the changes to it over the years. He talked 

about some of the residents from a time when Court 

Barton was a farm with its lands to the east and 

north. 
 

Following this the visitors were able to wander about 

and look at the old maps and photographs. They were 

able to talk to members of the History Society and 

our visiting representatives. They were also able to 

enjoy a drink available from the bar at the Hall.  
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The research team will be meeting again shortly to 

discuss the way forward. From the interest shown we 

fully expect to end up with more information than we 

can publish but rest assured that all information 

recorded will be catalogued and stored for future use. 

Please look out for our posters or social media for 

further information. 
 

If you would like more information contact any 

member of the project steering group: Jean Brown, 

Mike Baldwin, Rob Turner, Louise Walsh, Graham 

Wills, or email Thorvertonhouses@outlook.com.   

 

Robert Turner 

 
CPR Training 
 

Since the defibrillator was installed, 93 people have 

attended one or other of the courses. A total of 10 

people attended the training on the 9th May, 

including one member of the council. 

 

Thanks go to: the kind provision of the venue by The 

Exeter Inn, the training provided by Donna 

Woodland from The British Heart Foundation, 

Maggie Dunlop who organised the training and the 

ten people who attended. 
 

A training session is run every year. 

 

 

Theatre Review 
 

Over the last few weeks Lin and I have been 

immersed in ‘whodunits’.   
 

At the end of April, on a rainy Wednesday, we set off 

for foreign parts (Barnstaple) to see The Lady 

Vanishes at the Queens Theatre. We took the train 

from Crediton, a stress-free way to travel. Car 

parking is free at Crediton Station and train tickets 

cost £7.82 return or £5.75 with a senior rail card.  
 

The play The Lady Vanishes is based on Alfred 

Hitchcock’s famous 1938 film of the same name and 

is performed by The Classic Thriller Theatre 

Company lead by Juliet Mills. As you would expect 

from such a seasoned actress, the acting was superb, 

and the use of the scenery to convey a train journey 

was very imaginative. Sadly, as we have found 

before, the theatre was more than half empty. Those 

of us there enjoyed the afternoon. 
 

 

Last week we returned to The Northcote Theatre in 

Exeter for another thriller, this time Agatha Christie’s 

The Mousetrap which is on tour around the country. 

This is a typical Agatha Christie story. Set in a 

country house on the moor, the residents, the usual 

stereotype characters Christie loves - the retired 

Major, the struggling young married couple and the 

highly strung young man, amongst others - are 

snowed in and cut off from the outside world. One of 

them is a murderer.  
 

The story works because it is set in the time before 

mobile phones and computers and, I have to say it is 

quite easy to guess who the villain is, but it’s fun to 

watch. Agatha Christie is popular again because of 

recent film and television adaptations of her work 

and I am pleased to say the theatre was full for this 

performance.  
 

We have both seen The Mousetrap before at other 

theatres but we agreed that this was a particularly 

good interpretation. Both these plays are on at The 

Princess Theatre, Torquay later in the year, so why 

not have a day out and enjoy some live theatre. It 

really is worth the effort. 

Eileen Mason 

 

The Editor would very much welcome reviews from 

others, so please, don’t be shy.  

 

 
 

mailto:Thorvertonhouses@outlook.com


Focus on Thorverton  25         Vol 50 No 6 – June 2019 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

Philip Clay went on holiday to Tenerife with his 

wife, children and his parents. Philip, his wife and 

children shared one room and the grandparents 

another. The rooms were next door to each other on 

the second storey and both had balconies. One 

evening, having put the children to bed, Philip joined 

his wife and the grandparents on the grandparents’ 

balcony for a drink. He shut the sliding balcony door 

behind him to keep insects out of the bedroom and 

heard a ‘click’.  
 

It soon became clear that the glass door had locked 

itself and them on the balcony. They were in no 

danger and nor were the children. It was a warm 

night. The family spent 30 minutes trying to attract 

attention but without success. Philip decided to try to 

cross over to the balcony of the other room. Before 

doing so, he discussed his plan and the risks with his 

father. Philip was a security/fire officer at an oil 

refinery and his father, prior to retirement, had been a 

truck driver with health and safety responsibilities.  
 

The balconies were over 3 feet apart but there was a 

ledge running under each balcony which lessened the 

gap to 78cms. Unfortunately, when Philip trod on the 

ledge it gave way and he fell and suffered serious 

injury. The ledge was simply a design feature but 

looked to be part of the balcony and was made of the 

same concrete. Philip brought an action against TUI 

UK Ltd, the tour operators; his action was brought 

under the Package Travel, Package Holidays and 

Package Tour Regulations 1992. 
 

Regulation 15 provides that the organiser “is liable to 

the consumer for the proper performance of the 

obligations under the contract………………” The 

term “proper performance” does not impose strict 

liability on the organiser, it is fault based, the result 

being that Philip had to prove that TUI UK was at 

fault in relation to the harm suffered. The judge 

found that the lock was defective and in breach of 

local standards. Had the lock not been defective 

Philip would have had no need to attempt to cross to 

the other balcony. So it would appear that a chain of 

causation can be established from the defective lock 

to the injuries suffered by Philip. 
 

Sadly, for Philip, life is not quite so straightforward. 

It was claimed on behalf of TUI UK that the chain of 

causation was broken by Philip attempting to cross to 

the other balcony via the ledge. This, TUI UK 

contended, was a novus actus interveniens, a new act 

intervening between their failure to deliver “proper 

performance” of their obligations under the contract, 

and the harm suffered by Philip. The key issue was 

whether Philip’s action in stepping onto the ledge 

was so unreasonable as to break the chain of 

causation created by the door self-locking. The Trial 

Judge said that it was, and the Court of Appeal 

agreed, although Moylen LJ delivered a powerful 

dissenting judgment. The question to be asked is 

whether the whole sequence of events was a natural 

and probable consequence of TUI UK’s failure of 

“proper performance” and a reasonably foreseeable 

result of it. Both the Trial Judge and the majority in 

the court of Appeal thought not. 
 

Moylan LJ in his dissenting judgement said that the 

judge’s evaluation was too narrow. He thought it 

must have been reasonably foreseeable that Philip 

might sustain injury as a result of being trapped on 

the balcony and attempting to escape. 
 

A different approach was adopted in the case of 

Sayers –v- Harlow Urban District Council [1958]. 

Mrs Sayers found herself locked in a public toilet 

cubicle because there was no handle on the inside of 

the door. She tried to climb out by standing on the 

toilet roll holder, but this was unsuccessful. As she 

was climbing down, the toilet roll holder spun round, 

causing her to fall and sustain injuries.  
 

Her action against the council, for negligence in 

failing to maintain the facilities, succeeded. The 

Court of Appeal held that the claimant’s act in trying 

to escape was not sufficient to break the chain of 

causation, and so the council was liable for her 

injuries. However, her damages were reduced by 25 

per cent because the court felt that she had been 

partly responsible for her injuries and so guilty of 

contributory negligence. 
 

It has been suggested that what marked Philip’s 

actions as sufficiently foolhardy so as to break the 

chain of causation, was the fact that the life-

threatening danger in trying to cross between the two 

balconies far outweighed the inconvenience of 

finding himself locked out. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

School Report 
Consultation about whether to bring Silverton 

School into the Exe Valley Federation 
 

Since September we have been working with 

Silverton School in a Management Partnership. This 

has been a very positive collaboration and the 

Governors of the Federation and Silverton School 

have now agreed to consult all stakeholders on 

making this a more permanent arrangement by re-

federating to include Silverton in the Exe Valley 

Federation from 1st September 2019.  
 

The educational landscape is constantly changing at 

the moment and the drive for schools to become part 

of Multi-Academy Trusts has also changed. The 
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Department of Education is very clear that schools 

need to work in collaboration with each other and 

that this can be in federations or other structures. As 

a slightly larger organisation we can achieve greater 

collaboration and benefit from working together with 

colleagues from Silverton. It is important that this 

growth takes place in a considered way that enables 

all the schools to continue to thrive and maintain 

their unique character and values. 
 

John Jolliffe, Executive Headteacher 
 

(There will have been consultation meetings on 8
th
 

May at Silverton Primary School and on 9
th
 May at 

Thorverton Primary School, and the consultation will 

be concluded on 18
th
 June. Ed.) 

 
 

 

Poetry 
 

Pheasant 
 

My pheasant is standing on one leg. 

I call him mine 

but of course,  

he is himself. 

Such glorious colour 

and intricate pattern 

he is a spectacle of visual joy. 
 

I wonder what he’s thinking 

as he stands and contemplates the day. 

Can he be thinking at all? 

Preening himself, secure in his winter residence, 

what memories will imprint upon his brain? 
 

Totally unaware of my admiring gaze, 

he has no knowledge of the pleasure he affords. 

The pleasure of his beauty 

and his simple trust. 

A bond so delicate 

one false move could tear. 
 

Soon he will be gone 

as others have before. 

The pull of nature breaking his lonely life. 

The need to find a mate 

too strong to repel. 
 

They never return, 

to the gardens of their solitary youth. 

Perhaps next year another will appear 

to brighten the grey of winter  

and share his kaleidoscopic presence. 
 

Lorraine Colebrook 

War Correspondent 
Although they are aware of the dangers, journalists still 

hanker for the highly competitive role of war 
correspondent; I should know as I was once one of 

them.  

 
Two weeks ago Lyra McKee was shot and killed in 

Northern Ireland. Her murder, like that of Marie 
Colvin, serves as a reminder of the dangers inherent in 

a job all too often regarded as safe and glamorous.  

Here I role-play Paul Conroy, the photographer who 
was with Marie Colvin when she was killed. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Marie Colvin 
 

She didn't cry out; there was no time. If she had 

stayed indoors, she'd have been fine. 
 

‘I will do one more week here, and then leave. Every 

day is a horror.’ 
 

She smoked 100 fags a day and laughed when I told 

her off. ‘I don't even have a cough, and it's not the 

fags that are going to kill me.’  
 

We both knew broadcasting live from Homs would 

leave a satellite footprint. She was courageous; that 

made her even bolder. 
 

What she saw simply had to be told. They were not 

going after terrorists. That was an outright lie. ‘The 

Syrian army is simply shelling a city of cold starving 

civilians.’  As if in revenge, shells rained down from 

the sky. 
 

What drove her to back to the suffering and the pain? 

Made her return to the unbearable, time and again?  
 

Once she watched a tiny baby slowly die. ‘There was 

no doctor and no medicine.’ She wanted to know: 

‘Who is to blame? And why?’ 
 

She was able to make one care, about what she 

herself was unable to bear. 
 

Cast in the role of witness, she carried the guilt of a 

survivor. She reported the catastrophes she saw. 
 

For her it was not enough. She always asked: ‘Could 

I not have done more?’ 
 

When she tried to sleep, she said, the horrors would 

return: the air raid shelter in Bagdad where women 

and children had gathered for safety, only to be 

blown to bits, as she was with the direct hit in that 

doorway at Homs. Her memories and fears 

accumulated over the years. 
 

What happened to the intake of all that pain? Marie 

came home. Tried to forget. Had a haircut, and 

manicure. Slipped into a cocktail dress; put on high 

heels. Went to parties, drank, met friends like me; 

made love; then went back to the killing fields. To all 

that pain. Not just once. Time and again. 

 

Andrew Hoellering 
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Churches in the Netherexe Parishes 
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Cadbury Fun Run 
It was lovely weather for the Cadbury Fun Run this 

year and the event was very well supported, with 

proceeds in aid of Cadbury Church repairs.  The first 

home were: 

1
st
 : Greg Mildon (also winner of the Avery Cup as  

        the first Cadbury child back) 

2
nd

 : Zak Mildon 

3rd : Douglas Herbert (first adult male) 

4th : Kate Colebrook (first adult female) – pictured 

below enjoying a well-earned cuppa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tea Team 
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TARTS News  

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

 

No walks to report for May (the walk on 25 May just 

coming too late for inclusion). 

 

Future walks: 

8
th
 June – led by Heather and Royston 

22
nd

 June – Western Beacon and Ugborough Beacon  

                                                                led by Mike 

6
th
 July – led by Jerry 

20
th
 July – led by Jenny 

10
th
 August – led by Vanita 

24
th
 August – led by Graeme 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 

Puzzles 
 

The only very-nearly-correct solution of the 

crossword in May’s Focus was submitted by Sue 

Renison, so well done Sue.  

  

Answers below: 

 

Across: 1. Bus Stop, 5. Leonard, 9. Releasing, 10. 

Focus, 11.Bikini, 12. Ricotta, 14. Iran, 15. 

Stowmarket, 19. Katie Cross, 20. Rewe, 22. Outside, 

25. Coombe, 27. Tarts, 28. Goalmouth, 29. Exposed, 

30. Kershaw. 

Down: 1. Bore, 2. Sillifan, 3. Tragic, 4. Philister, 5. 

Lager, 6. Official, 7. Ascot, 8. Dismantled, 13. Milk 

bottle, 16. Wisecrack, 17. Kneebrush, 18. Geniuses, 

21. Former, 23. Thrip, 24. Edged,26. Show. 

 

No-one submitted a correct answer to the other 

puzzle in May’s Focus, but rather than give you the 

answer I will give you one more chance.  Come on 

you Thorverton mathematicians: 

 

Can Two Wrongs make a Right? 

 

You may think that two wrongs don’t make a right, 

but here is an example to challenge that thinking.  

Each letter in the following addition represents a 

different digit, with no zeros. Can you solve the sum? 

 

W R O N G 

W R O N G 

R I G H T 

 

Su Doku 

Each number from 1 to 9 must appear just once in 

each 3x3 block.  

 

Birds 

 

Can you name the birds from these slightly cryptic 

clues? 

1. Monarch of the anglers 

2. Dan Dare was here 

3. Worth 252 old pennies 

4. String out flags 

5. Opera Stealer 

6. Get down 

7. Has a wharf in London 

8. Shoot from cover 

9. Magician 

10. Third line of theatre seats 

  4 1   
 

7   
 

8 

  
     4 

 
3     

 2   
 

8   
 

9     

 1  5 
 

9 
 

3 
 

 8   

  
 2 

 
  

 
 1 7 

 
 7 

   
8 1 4  3 

 
 5 6 

 
4   

   
  

 
  

 
   1   

 
  

 
3 

 
8 

  
  5   2 
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Nature Notes 
 

I’ve been thinking about life and the fact I am of an 

age when if I’m lucky I have 15 good years left to get 

out and about to enjoy this wonderful planet on 

which we all live. This very subject arose (not by me) 

when I recently met up with two friends and we 

enjoyed a walk at Parke, near Bovey Tracey. A 

section of woodland there had been cleared and was a 

sea of bluebells. We agreed that we need to embrace 

every season and as Monty Don emphasises, to take 

every advantage of light summer evenings to get 

outside. 
 

With the best will in the world we are dependent on 

what the weather is up to and I just want to say how 

sorry I am that the Tarts walk of 27
th
 April was 

unable to go ahead due to Storm Hannah. She blew 

all day long and it would not have been very pleasant 

at all walking in those dreadful conditions. Our stock 

of trees in this country is taking quite a battering 

from these terrible winds and from diseases. 
 

On a happier note it is great to see swallows, house 

martins and swifts occupying our skies again this 

spring. I’ve noticed house martins gathering mud 

from puddles around the village to make new or 

repair old nests. 
 

I had a local report of a goosander seen with two 

chicks on the Exe. A male and female goosander 

were seen here together earlier in the year. 

Goosander ducks (or sea ducks to be precise) have 

frequented the Exe for many years. The earliest 

report I have is from December 2006. This duck is 

very good at underwater swimming and can stay 

down for over a minute. Over the years this duck 

species has spread south from Scotland and during 

winter numbers are swelled by those coming from 

the Continent. The goosander is unpopular with 

anglers for fish is its main diet. Goosander nest in 

tree holes or bankside cavities. 
 

Lin Balkwill and I walked the footpath from the river 

bridge on 14
th
 May to get a glimpse of the goosander 

family but were unsuccessful. Nevertheless the walk 

was very rewarding with the sighting of a mallard 

pair with four chicks and at least nine other species 

of bird including sand martins. Six butterfly species, 

two ladybird species and a St Mark’s fly were also 

noted.   
 

A to Z  Oak Tree 

We have two native oak trees, the common or 

pedunculate oak and the sessile or durmast oak. The 

easiest way to tell them apart is the acorn stalk of the 

common oak is long and the leafstalk is very short 

whereas the acorn stalk of the sessile oak is quite 

short and leafstalk is long. Hereabouts we have more 

common oaks. These two oaks can produce hybrids. 

Other oaks you may come across are Holm or 

evergreen oak and native of the Mediterranean and 

Turkey oak from southern Europe with acorn cups 

that look like little hats or nests and is also called 

Mossy Cup oak.  
 

The Turkey oak was first planted in England by the 

Exeter nurseryman J Lucombe in the 1700s and it 

was he who first grew the Lucombe oak in this 

country in Exeter. The Lucombe oak is a cross 

between the Turkey oak and Cork oak. The Lucombe 

oak has recently been in the news with one planted at 

Westpoint on the first day of the Devon County 

Show to celebrate 100 years of the Forestry 

Commission which was started with its first 

plantation at Eggesford. Two claims to fame for our 

part of the South West!  
 

There are still mature Lucombe oaks about, in 

particular one at Devon County Hall, Topsham Road. 

Sadly in recent years one at Exeter College and 

another at Fair Oak here in Thorverton were lost to 

gales. On a personal note several trees including oaks 

still survive on the Quicke Estate at Newton St Cyres 

that were planted by my great great grandfather or 

great grandfather or both in the 1800s.  
 

Last Words 

At the beginning of May a friend told me we were in 

for a nine week dry spell which will take us to the 

beginning of July but I’m surprised not much has 

been made of this in the press considering our 

reservoirs did not receive a sufficient quantity of rain 

last year. Should we have been alerted to using our 

water resources wisely, although we should be doing 

this anyway?  
 

Every May there now is a noticeable movement of 

Red Kites. This year this movement was very 

evidently recorded from around 12
th
 May. Around 

4.45p.m.on 21
st
 May on our way home from Exeter 

my daughter and I spotted a large raptor slowly 

gliding above Carwithen farmstead and noticed its 

forked tail, a Red Kite. 

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

Jenny confirms that the snake Jane Lane and John 

Greenslade saw at Way Farm would most definitely 

have been a grass snake. She tells me that grass 

snakes are excellent swimmers and very good at 

fishing! She even provided the photo on the next page 

of a grass snake that used to fish in her pond; it had 

great difficulty getting Jenny’s fat goldfish out 

between the mesh and up the wall. Ed 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Natural Devon - Get Involved in 
2019! 
  

2019 is ‘Year of Green Action’, a year-long drive to 

get us all to connect with, and take action for, 

wildlife - https://www.yearofgreenaction.org/home. 

The Devon Local Nature Partnership (Natural 

Devon) brings together all those interested in 

protecting and enhancing our environment for the 

benefit of people and wildlife.  

  

Get Devon Buzzing!  We are continuing to promote 

action for pollinators with a new Get Devon Buzzing 

postcard. More information on ideas for action and 

partners projects can be found on our pollinator web 

pages at https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/devons-

natural-environment/pollinators/ 

  
Life on the Verge. Our roadside verges support a 

huge range of wildlife , including pollinators, and are 

one of the few places where we can easily see 

beautiful wild flowers.   This spring Devon County 

Council is launching the ‘Life on the Verge’ 

initiative in order to help communities manage and 

enhance their road verges (where safe and 

appropriate to do so). If you have any verges that you 

are interested in managing for wildlife please see our 

guidance at www.devon.gov.uk/environment/wildlife 

  

Invasive non-native species can harm the 

environment and be costly to the economy.  Please 

help to raise awareness of invasives and action that 

can be taken to control them and let us know if you 

are doing anything that we can promote to others. 

To find out more about the Devon Invasive Species 

Initiative, including information on priority problem 

species in Devon see 

https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/home/devon-

invasive-species-initiative/  

 

2019 Conference – Community Action for 

Wildlife, 6
th

 July, Chagford  

To help inspire and enthuse action for wildlife we are 

organising an all-day conference on 6
th
 July with 

talks, walks and discussion on bats, butterflies, 

churchyards, meadows, gardening and much more.  

The key note talk will be from Sacha Dench who 

flew from Russia to the UK by paramotor to promote 

the conservation of Bewick’s swans. See 

https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/2019-community-

action-for-wildlife/ for more information.   

  

Have fun connecting with wildlife and do get in 

touch if you would like to discuss any of the above 

further.  We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Tom Whitlock 

Devon County Council Ecologist on behalf of the 

Devon Local Nature Partnership 

01392 383390 

 

Garden Club  
 

Spring Flower Show  

Held at Upton Pyne Village Hall, April 27
th

 
 

With March being relatively warm and April being 

relatively cold it was not clear to many of us what we 

would be able to put in the Show this year and this 

was reflected in there being fewer entries for some 

categories than in previous years.  Daffodils, tulips 

and spring flowers were all less in evidence, and it 

was the potted plants which came to the fore.  There 

was a colourful display however, and some inventive 

use of containers.  “Best in Show” went to our 

Chairman, June Nicks, for her stunning pink peony 

which was much admired.     
 

We are grateful to Paul Cleave, our cookery judge, 

who decided on the cookery exhibits, and was as 

encouraging as usual about our entries.  The sale of 

plants was a well received innovation and we will 

plan to do this again next time.  There was a good 

variety and so something for everyone.  Also, we had 

three animals made out of vegetables by children, 

and these were generally thought to be excellent!  

Well done to the Hann family for this. 
 

Thank you to Pam Stoneman for all the lovely cakes 

and to everyone helping with the catering;  thanks 

also to all the willing helpers for arranging tables and 

chairs, etc., and for the speedy removal of everything 

at the end of the Show. 

 

Finally, congratulations to all the winners! 

 

Chris Grundy 

Show Secretary 

 

 

https://www.yearofgreenaction.org/home
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/devons-natural-environment/pollinators/
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/devons-natural-environment/pollinators/
http://www.devon.gov.uk/environment/wildlife
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/home/devon-invasive-species-initiative/
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/home/devon-invasive-species-initiative/
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/2019-community-action-for-wildlife/
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/2019-community-action-for-wildlife/
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A Fantastic May in Thorverton 
Photos by Jean Brown, Mike Stannard, John Spivey 

and Barrie Phillips 

 

Thorverton House Through Time Launch Event 

 

 
 

Cadbury Fun Run 
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Arts Festival 
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Funding from Focus 
Focus has recently made a significant contribution to 

the newly-formed Kids Club and wishes that venture 

success.  

  

Do you also need some assistance with funding? 

 

Focus is in the fortunate position of having some 

money available, which the Focus Committee would 

like to make available to help the village.   

 

If you want to apply for funding, please write or 

email the Focus Editor.   

 

The Committee will take into consideration the 

benefit to the village (although this will not 

necessarily just be the number of villagers likely to 

be positively affected) and what other sources of 

funding the requester might have. 

 

Recipes 
 

Lamb burgers 
 

For 8 large, or 12 medium size burgers you will need: 

 1 lb (500g) minced lamb 

 1 small onion finely chopped 

 1 teaspoon chopped rosemary 

 1 egg 

 2 oz (50g) wholemeal breadcrumbs 

 salt and freshly ground pepper   

Try to source the ingredients locally! 

Fry the onion in a little oil until soft and allow to 

cool. Mix all ingredients together, divide evenly into 

8 or 12 rounds and flatten. Fry or grill the lamb 

burgers and serve with a minted salad in burger buns. 
 

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Crediton 

 

Elderflower Wine 

  

It is that time of year again.  I love making 

elderflower cordial and elderflower wine.  Let’s do 

elderflower wine this year. Ed 

 

1 pint elderflowers (destalked)  

8 pints boiling water  

3lbs sugar 

Juice of 1 lemon  

Grated rind of 1 lemon  

½oz yeast  

 

Add lemon rind to the elderflowers, pour boiling 

water over them and stand for four days, stirring 

occasionally. Strain through a fine sieve or muslin, 

then stir in sugar, lemon juice and yeast. Ferment at 

room temperature (not below 18˚C). When the 

bubbling has ceased, stir the wine and allow to settle 

for three days. Strain again carefully. Put in a 

demijohn to mature for three months, then bottle. 

 

Rainfall Record 
April saw 60mm of rainfall recorded in Thorverton 

this year.  This continued a relatively dry start to the 

year.  Over the past twelve years April has been the 

driest month, averaging just 43mm of rainfall, with 

May being the next driest month on average. As I 

write, May 2019 looks likely to be another relatively 

dry month. 

 

Cricket Club 
The season has started well for 

Thorverton’s cricket teams: after 

three matches the first team sat at 

the top of the B Division in the 

Devon Cricket League; the second team were in third 

place in the F Division (East).  Reports are available 

on Facebook.   
 

Do come along to the cricket ground to support the 

teams this summer. 
 

On Saturday 9
th

 June from 10.00 the cricket club 

will be holding a World Cup Family Day.  Come 

along for softball cricket, a parents’ match, barbecue, 

bar and live music.  Fun for all the family as part of 

cricket’s biggest celebration. 

 

 

Football Club 
Thorverton First Team finished the 

season in second place in Division 2 

of the Macron Devon and Exeter 

League, with 66 points from their 26 

matches.  Their record for the season was an 

excellent one – 21 wins, 3 draws and just 2 losses, 

with 103 goals scored and just 37 conceded. 
 

The Second Team finished 6
th
 of 14 teams in 

Division 7, with 44 points from their 26 games.  

They scored 75 goals and conceded 68. 

 

Bus Timetable Changes 
The new timetable for services covering Thorverton 

came into operation on 26
th
 May.  In practice, the 

only changes for our buses are that the 55B to Exeter 

which had been scheduled for Thorverton on 

schooldays at 16.20 is now scheduled for 16.28; the 

former 17.12 service is now at 17.17.  For the 55B to 

Tiverton the former 16.01 service is now scheduled 

for Thorverton at 16.06 and the 18.16 service is now 

scheduled for 18.21.   
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It’s a Dog’s Life 
Woof! Jura here. When I was on ‘walkies’ last week 

I bumped into my guide dog friend, Radar, who told 

me this story which I thought you might like to read. 

How many quotations can you find? 
 

The Cheeky Guide Dog!  

A piece of creative writing by Audrey Gale (adapted) 

 

I suppose the start of the situation  

was when I received a book of quotations.   

Some I had known for many a year,  

others were really quite new to my ear, 

But before long I began to find,  

these wretched quotations kept coming to mind. 

The words would come out and seem to annoy  

my golden retriever Guide Dog boy! 

 

One day, when raining, I put on my togs 

and mentioned ‘it’s raining cats and dogs’. 

Radar opened wide his eyes  

as down the street he began to guide, 

But he kept casting looks to the sky  

and just for a moment I could not think why, 

When at the kerb Radar said  

I see no dogs and the cats are in bed! 

Come on, ‘best foot forward’, I said, 

and over the road he carefully led. 

When on reaching the other side  

his high irritation he just could not hide. 

Each of my feet is as good as the other,  

just which is best I simply can’t bother.   

 

Changing the subject I graciously said  

I believe that the gas men are working ahead  

and if it’s a fact that the pavement’s not done 

don’t worry as ‘two heads are better than one’. 

Radar said, ‘bringing me to book’,  

haven’t you heard of ‘too many cooks’? 

To bring the matter to an end  

I said ‘a dog is man’s best friend.’ 

Radar gave me an old fashioned look  

and said, It’s a shame you were given that book, 

as although I can’t read, remember my dear,  

‘little pitchers like me have very big ears’! 

 

Soon I discovered how much I had learned  

and quickly I found that ‘the tables had turned.’ 

Approaching the park he entered the gate  

crying ‘hurrah, hurrah, it’s never too late.’ 

‘All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy’ and 

that, I’m convinced, would give you no joy. 

I took off his harness and undid his lead,  

and told him to ‘stay’ and my word he did head. 

But when he was given permission to run  

he sped from my side like a shot from a gun, 

Just stopping a moment to cheekily say  

you mustn’t forget ‘every dog has his day’ 

Seeing some Magpies he made a wild rush 

crying ‘a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.’ 

He barked at the squirrels, determined to tease,  

and mocked them, “You can’t see the wood for the 

trees.’  

Inviting some puppies to join him in play,  

he called ‘gather ye rosebuds whilst you may’.  

And when he had finished he uttered these words  

‘Waste not, want not’, so the book reads,  

and that is advice that one always heeds. 

 

When folks called him handsome and stroked his fair 

hair  

Radar muttered ‘flattery gets you everywhere.’ 

Now, although I like his tail to wag  

I thought I should ‘take him down a peg.’ 

I said ‘little dogs should be seen and not heard’  

but Radar replied ‘little dogs?’ that’s absurd 

I decided that Radar had gone far enough  

and called him to heel, but feared a rebuff. 

 

He came to me promptly his reason because  

he said ‘handsome is as handsome does.’ 

Then I resolved that the book must go  

And I put on his harness and told him so. 

Thank goodness, he said, as I patted his head  

and out of the park he dutifully led. 

Thinking of quotes has really tired me,  

so hurry up now and get me some tea,  

for I have determined that I’ll never roam,  

having reached the conclusion that ‘there’s no place 

like home’. 

Jura (as woofed to Alison Marshall) 

 

ARBORETUM MIDSUMMER FEST 

Newton St Cyres 
 

SAT 15 JUNE, 5.30 – 9.00 pm 
 

A fun occasion for all the family. 

If wet, in the Parish Hall. 
 

 MUSIC and MUMMING provided through 
Crediton Arts Centre  (The Triffles, Stuart 
Toms, Exeter Street Band, Peter Matthews 
Band, The Wee Free Men, Brown Paper Bag 
Mummers) 

 FOREST CRAFTS by Emma Byrnes  

 GAMES and COMPETITIONS 

 BRING YOUR OWN PICNIC and DRINK (sorry no 
barbecues) 

 

THE ARBORETUM is behind the Church.  

Please park in the Parish Hall car park. 
£5 adults; children free 

 

Biennial Fest organised by Friends of Newton 

Arboretum, Newton St Cyres Church and Parish 

Hall, Crediton Arts Centre  
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The Garden in June                           
 

This is the last of the really busy periods for 

gardeners both in the vegetable garden and the 

ornamental [An encouraging start, thank you 

Lorraine – Ed]. All annual and tender plants can be 

planted out now and probably the sooner the better.  
 

Completely re-planting your ornamental growing 

area with annuals has long been out of fashion except 

for a few enthusiasts. The effect of a garden of 

annuals is usually a spectacular display of colour 

right the way through the summer. However, this 

takes time in ground preparation, bringing plants on, 

or spending a small fortune at the garden centre if 

you buy all the plants. Therefore a more relaxed and 

less time-consuming approach has developed over 

the years to fit in with work, family activities and 

leisure.  
 

Annual planting is often confined to outside tubs and 

hanging baskets. Do not, however, let this prevent 

you from dotting a few annuals around your garden. 

Annuals offer that splash of colour to a dull corner, 

or an area where the early flowering perennials have 

finished flowering. They will continue to flower all 

summer if planted properly. 
 

Planting with care is needed when putting tender 

plants into the ground. They are being moved from a 

safe and regularly watered existence to a much more 

competitive environment, especially if they are going 

between permanent plants. Firstly, water well before 

the plant is moved. Give it time to take up the water 

if on the dry side. It needs to be turgid, i.e. full of 

water. It is a shock to the plant to be transplanted and 

you need to make this transition as easy for the plant 

as possible. This will enable the plant to grow on 

well into the new soil without a stopping period 

which stunts growth. This is the problem with pot-

bound plants. 
 

Make sure that you tease out the bottom roots if they 

are growing squashed in the bottom of the pot. Do 

this with care, trying not to tear the roots. Dig your 

hole before you do this and check that there is 

enough room around for the plant to develop in its 

roots and also in the top growth. It is very important 

to loosen the soil around the area of planting to allow 

delicate roots to spread and not be confined into a 

tight bowl in the earth. Never put plants into hard soil 

and then expect them to flourish!!!!  
 

When removing the plant out of the pot, do it 

carefully.  It might take some persuading to give up 

its cosy home. Do not just yank it out. If the root 

system is not sufficiently developed to hold the soil 

together when you remove it, it is better to put it back 

in the pot and give it more time. A weak plant will 

not grow well put into the ground. It needs a better 

root system.  
 

Back to the planting, take a watering can without a 

rose on the end and, unless the ground is very moist, 

pour water into the planting hole and then slip your 

plant into position. This enables the bottom of the 

plant to have sufficient water in its new position. If 

you only water from the top after the plant is in the 

ground, these important roots can miss out. Continue 

to check the moisture around new plantings for at 

least the first two weeks, and beyond if no significant 

rain has fallen. After that, your plants should be 

established in the soil and can usually look after 

themselves. Always check during a long hot spell. 
 

For anything growing in the greenhouse and poly 

tunnel, watering becomes of the utmost importance, 

so check every day and, if going away, ask a friend to 

help with this. Leave all vents and doors open now 

for a good airflow.  
 

Shrubs which have flowered throughout May on last 

year’s growth will need to be pruned this month to 

allow new growth for next year’s flowers. If not 

pruned until later, the wood is not mature enough to 

develop flowers and you will loose a season of 

flower. Popular shrubs such as Deutzia, Weigela, 

Philadelphus, Buddleia alternifolia and Forsythia are 

just some of these. Cut back to new shoots that are 

forming down the branches and these will become 

the new flower holders for next year. 
 

Well, Neville, I could go on and on but have run out 

of space. After all that planting out, I think it must be 

time for a Pimms and the deck chair! Quite so – Ed. 

 

                             Happy gardening! 
 

                                                    Lorraine Colebrook 
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Adverts 
  

 

HATISFACTION 
Do you have a “do” coming up? 

Need a fabulous hat, but not the bill? 

 
I have picture hats, headpieces and fascinators for hire, 

just contact Cathy, tell me your colours (or send a 

picture of your outfit), date and details of the occasion; 

and then choose from a selection. 

 

Cathy Williams 
(01392) 860773, cathpwilliams@hotmail.co.uk 
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Hoopcott Dog Walking 

 

Local reliable, honest, trustworthy, DBS 

checked, Insured and Canine first Aid 

trained Dog walker covering Stoke Canon, 

Rewe, Huxham, Thorverton, Upexe and 

Silverton. 

Offering Daily, weekly or one off dog walks. 

Puppy, Cat and small animal visits. House 

sitting, Pet sitting and pet taxi service. 

For further information 0754 651 4854  

Email hoopcottdog@btinternet.com or 

Facebook. 
 

mailto:hoopcottdog@btinternet.com
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Kevin Sussex 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 
 
Tel: 
01392 881961 
or 
07919950222 

 

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

 £80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 or 
0797 617 5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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    M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs.  
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust            Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. 

        Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                          planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.                   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                               Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman  and Secretary: Paul Webb,  07944533372. 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450.                    
                                     Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mike Shelton, tel. 861027.  michaelshelton232@btinternet.com 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             

                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm.    

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:michaelshelton232@btinternet.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries  
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Emma Stone Dr Jeff Solman Dr Harriet Burn 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 
*emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 15:00 – 16:00 

 

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you 
prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 
Surgery hours:    Monday - Thurs.  08:30 - 18:00 

     Friday   08:30 - 17:00 
 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00    
Friday                         08.30 - 17:00  

 
There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be 

collected all through the day. 
 

 
Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 
 

On-line appointment booking   
Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2019 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

June 10
th
 and 24

th
     June 3

rd
 and 17

th
 

July 8
th
 and 22

nd
      July 1

st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

   

Mobile Library 
Thursdays in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20.  Next date:  June 13

th
. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in June 
Saturday 8

th
 Her Majesty the Queen’s Official Birthday 

Monday 10
th
  HRH the Duke of Edinburgh’s birthday 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48 

Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach service 55B:  

Please note that there are some small changes to the timetable. These are in bold below. 
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

07.55, 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service), 18.21.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45. 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.28 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 07.30, 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.57, 11.57, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2019 
 

Please notify the Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

 

JUNE   
Sat 1

st
  Millennium Green maintenance day, 11.00am 

Sun 2
nd  

Old Fashioned Afternoon Tea in aid of Force at Fair Oak, 3.30pm 

Mon 3
rd

  Welcome Cafe, WI Hut, 2.30pm (also every other Monday through June and July) 

Tues 4
th
  WI meeting, Phil Keen – Silk Screening, WI Hut 7.30pm 

Fri 7
th
 Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church, 10.30-12 noon.  All welcome. 

Fri 7
th
 Bat Walk with detectors, Station House, Brampford Speke, 8.15 refreshments, talk at 9.00.  

Sat 8
th
  Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sun 9
th
   Thorverton Cricket Club Family Cricket.  BBQ, live music, bar. From 10.00. 

Mon 10
th
 – Sat 22

nd
 Geophysical Survey of proposed new cemetery (exact dates to be confirmed) 

Tues 11
th
 Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 14
th
  Continuing our Look at Luke, Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm All welcome. 

Sat 15
th
  Teddy Bears Parachute Jump, St Peter’s Church, Brampford Speke, 2.00pm 

Sat 15
th
  Arboretum Midsummer Fest, Newton St Cyres, 5.30-9.00pm. Fun occasion for all the family. 

Sun 16
th
  Fathers’ Day Family Service, Thorverton Parish Church, refreshments 9.30, service 10.00am 

Sat 22
nd

  WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sat 22
nd  

Summer Beach Party, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm.  BBQ, Sangria Bar, Music.  

Sat 22
nd

  Exeter Male Voice Choir Concert, 2.30pm. Arrow Aviation Services, Littlestone, EX5 5LL 

Sun 23
rd

 Open Garden at the Lodge, School Lane. Cream teas, 2-5pm, in aid of Cadbury Church Bells. 

Thur 27
th
  Thorverton Ladies Group Summer BBQ, 6.30pm, Schiehallion, School Lane 

Fri 28
th
  Continuing our Look at Luke, Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm 

Fri 28
th
  History Society, members’ outing to Killerton House.   

 

JULY 

Tues 2
nd

  WI Barbecue, 7.30pm 

Tues 2
nd

 Thorverton Primary School Summer Fayre, 3.30-5.30pm on the School Field. 

Fri 5
th
 Coffee Morning at the Baptist Church, 10.30-12 noon.  All welcome. 

Tues 9
th
 Parish Council meeting, Thorverton School, 7.30pm 

Fri 12
th
  Continuing our Look at Luke, Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm 

Sat 13
th
 Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sat 13
th
  Fun Day and Dog Show, Memorial Hall, 11am – 5pm 

Fri 26
th
  Continuing our Look at Luke, Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms, 2.15-3.15pm 

Sat 27
th
 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

 

AUGUST 

Tues 6
th
  WI meeting, Laura Beer – First Time Author, WI Hut 7.30pm 

Sat 24
th
 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tues 3
rd

 WI meeting, Games evening, WI Hut 7.30pm 

Tues 3
rd

  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 7
th 

Thorfest 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Fri 27
th
 History Society, Derek Gore – The Vikings in the West Country, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 28
th
 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

 

.   

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Exhibition of Old Photographs 

The exhibition that Alex Fice mounted, of old 

photographs/postcards of Thorverton, Brampford Speke and 

Newton St Cyres in Thorverton School, in aid of church week 

was spectacular.  This photograph by Mike Stannard shows 

him explaining details to two visitors on the Saturday 

afternoon. 
 

 

 

Arts Festival 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millennium Green 
  

 

 

 

 


