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Editorial 
I hope that you all had a good summer and are 

refreshed and ready for some exciting early-autumn 

activities in Thorverton.  Thorfest is shaping up very 

nicely indeed with a huge number of bands and solo 

artists and an excellent range of beers and ciders.  

Saturday 7
th
 September at the Memorial Hall for this 

great day in the village calendar.   

 

I am also delighted that the first of what is planned as 

a monthly film showing will take place in September.  

Well done to the TMH Cinema team who have put 

together a great programme for the first four months.  

I do hope that you will be able to come along to one 

or more showings.  I am sure that there will be a 

great atmosphere. 

 

The Thorverton Community Archaeology Project has 

had its geophysical survey stage and now moves on 

to the excavation stage.  This will be taking place 

over the last couple of weeks in September, with an 

Open Day on the 28
th
. The geophysical survey 

indicated the likelihood of some interesting features 

lying underground; all that remains is for some 

villagers (I’ll be there) to get down on our hands and 

knees and find out more.  We could have some 

creaking joints by the end of October. 

 

I must apologise that with so much going on, I have 

not been able to include all items given to me for 

Focus this month.  I have tried to omit only those 

items which were not time-dependent, which I will 

endeavour to use in a future edition.  I do hope that I 

have not inadvertently omitted any items about 

events scheduled for September – the life of a village 

magazine editor can be an anxious one at times. 

 

I write this editorial having just come back from a 

service of thanksgiving for the life of John Mann, 

who died recently. John was quite a character with a 

great sense of mischief, always managing to make 

life fun.  His sort are all too rare, but really cherished.  

I can’t resist putting in here a little poem which had 

been on the bar wall in The Exeter for some while: 

 

The publican stood at the pearly gates, his head 

was bent and low. 

He meekly asked the Man of fate which way he 

had to go. 

“What did you do,” St Peter asked, “to seek 

admission here?” 

“I kept a pub on Earth,” said he, “for many a 

long year.” 

St Peter opened up the gates and beamed at him 

as well. 

“Come inside and choose a harp, you’ve had 

your share of hell.” 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor  
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Letters 
From Sylv Gregory  

I would like to thank my friends and neighbours for 

their concern and kind offers of help while I was 

nursing a broken ankle. 

Special thanks go to Joan and Gail who kept an eye 

out for me and watered my many plants. It is lovely 

to know that there are so many caring people in our 

village.  Thank you all 

 

From Brian Trump 

Not having a Focus in August, this is my first 

opportunity to say a huge thank you to everyone who 

came to see the garden and enjoy some tea on that 

wet afternoon of 23rd June. 

  

Your generosity raised just over £820 for the 

Cadbury Bells Fund and I am most grateful to you 

all. 

  

A very big thank you too, to all those ladies who 

kindly contributed delicious cakes, helped with 

preparing the teas, serving and washing up! And to 

Berry Dairy who contributed so generously to the 

cream teas which were much enjoyed. 

 

From Annette Mawson, Jericho Street 

Open Gardens Day for Hospiscare 

A big thank you to each of you who came on the 

Open Day on Sunday 14th June. The net result of 

mine and Becky's garden was £300.  Thanks for the 

generosity to such a good cause. 

 

From Lou Helley 

Sadly I normally moan on social media but I am so 

cross I feel it needs to reach all Dog Owners in the 

village! I won't name all the problem areas suffice to 

say it is a lot. Please pick up after your dog & when 

you do please take to the nearest bin to get rid if it! 

Don't leave it to others it is unfair, our Footpaths 

have never been so bad! I am disappointed & 

disillusioned in the village dog owner's if you cannot 

afford poo bags please let me know! 

 

 

From Holly Browning 

 

 Jambo! I would like to say a huge thank you to 

everyone who helped me raise money for Tanzania. 

It was a once in a lifetime experience, that I am 

happy to have been apart of. The last 28 days has 

been life changing not only for me but for everyone 

we have helped in Tanzania. As well as doing 

conservation work to preserve the natural habitats, 

we also managed to be a part of the building of 

several schools. It was amazing to see first hand a 

culture so different to our own, with meeting the 

Maasai tribe, trying local foods and being taught 

Swahili.  

 

Unfortunately I was unable to take part in the scuba 

diving that was offered to us by camps international, 

however I was still able to witness the beauty of 

Tanzania’s marine wildlife whilst snorkelling. We 

also had opportunities to go on multiple safaris, 

where we got up close and personal with a family of 

elephants and a heard of giraffes. On top of that we 

also saw a lioness and her cub off in the distance.  

 

Although the accommodation was very different to 

the luxury’s we 

experience at 

home, it has taught 

us a valuable 

lesson to 

appreciate hot 

showers, beds and 

washing machines, 

all of which were 

either very poor or 

non-existent. 

Sharing tents in a 

hot environment is 

something I hope 

I’ll never have to 

experience again, 

especially with 22 

other rowdy 

teenagers insistent 

on staying up and 

singing all night! 

 

I would like to say a special thanks to The Lions 

Club, The Leonard trust, my Nan and my mum who 

all supported me a huge amount in getting me to 

Tanzania. If anyone is lucky enough to get the 

opportunity, it’s definitely worth all the hard work in 

getting there. Asante sana & kwaheri! 
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 Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

meeting held in July 2019. The latest meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane  

and on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

3
rd

 September 2019, 7.30pm, Thorverton Memorial Hall.   

thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

Community Emergency Plan: Mr Martin Rich, from Devon Communities Together, attended the July meeting 

and spoke about the benefits of having a Community Emergency Plan in place. After discussion it was agreed that 

a draft plan should be drawn up and that such a plan should involve members of the public. If you are interested in 

being part of this project, or knowing more about it, please contact the Clerk. 

Climate Emergency Plan: Following discussion it was resolved to look into this matter further and to make 

enquiries regarding plans already in place, or being considered, in the surrounding area.   

Helicopter Night Landing Site: Arrangements for an ‘Opening Ceremony’ will be finalised at the September 

meeting. Watch out for posters advertising the event. 

Public Footpaths: A report detailing the up to date position on our local public footpaths is now available and a 

copy can be obtained from the Clerk. 

New Cemetery/Geophysical Survey/Community Dig: 50 members of the public attended the public open 

meeting, on 16
th
 July, to receive feedback from the recently completed Geophysical Survey. The Survey had 

uncovered several areas of interest which would be investigated further.  The ‘Community Dig’, on the proposed 

new Cemetery site off Dark Lane, is planned for the 18
th
 – 28

th
 September 2019 and anyone interested in being 

part of this who has yet to register with the Clerk is asked to do so as soon as possible.   The Parish Council is 

pleased to announce that Vanita Eden will take on the role of Community Dig Project Evaluator. 

Job Vacancy – Handyperson: Following the resignation of Colin, our village Handyman, the Parish Council has 

been advertising for someone else to take on this role. It is hoped that a new ‘Handyperson’ will be announced at 

the September meeting. Colin was thanked by the Parish Council for the hard work he has put in over the past 

three years in the role. 

Section 106 Funding and Church Commissioner business: There is no further news, to date, to report 

regarding the purchase of the Sheep Dip or the purchase of land to create a pathway from Silver Street to the 

Millennium Field. Regarding the allotment field, however, the Church Commissioners had suggested that 

allotments will not now need to be dug up in order to lay underground electricity cables in connection with the 

proposed new housing development.    

Planning Applications and decisions: 

19/01064/FULL Revised. Installation of metal railings and repair works to existing stone wall at Dark Lane. Due 

to this being the Parish Council’s application it was resolved to make no comment. 

19/0104/FULL Creation of new field entrance at Thatchers Lane, Thorverton. ‘No comment’ submitted.  

19/01135/FULL Erection of a first floor side extension at Victoria Orchard, Thorverton. ‘No comment’ 

submitted.  

19/00371/FULL Change agricultural land use to domestic garden and erection of replacement outbuildings for 

maintenance of cars and storage at Fordy Bridge, Thorverton. Granted. 

19/00543/HOUSE Erection of extension following removal of existing and erection of replacement garage/store 

at Stable Cottage, Thorverton. Granted. 

18/01840/FULL Revised. Change of use of land for the siting of permanent and touring pitches for tents and 

caravans at Ruffwell Inn, Thorverton. Granted. 

19/00755/HOUSE Erection of a detached timber garage/garden store at Station House, Thorverton. Granted.   

Village Tidy Up Day on Saturday 6
th

 July 2019: The event was a great success and the Parish Council would 

like to thank all 30 members of the public who turned up to help with weeding, sign cleaning, grass cutting and 

the general tidying up of the village centre. The visit to the pub afterwards was much enjoyed I understand!   

Your Parish Councillors: Neville Lane (Chairman), Bob Deed (Vice Chairman), Stuart Crang, Andrew Foster, 

Rob Flatt, John Hodge, Hilary Lawson, Graham Sims, David Waldron, Keeley Wells. 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Thorverton 
Memorial Hall 

 
 

 

A quick reminder that the Big 

Breakfast & Saturday Market 

returns on 14 September so do go along if you can 

and support this village event. 

 

It was good to see the Memorial Hall used for two 

lovely weddings in August, all the profit from these 

events goes towards the upkeep of the hall – 

including the tips kindly given to the bar staff when 

some guests found out we were volunteers. One of 

the members of the band for the second wedding 

commented that the hall was now one of the best in 

the area, especially with the new sound system. The 

new exterior lighting also added to everyone’s safety 

and enjoyment once darkness fell. 

 

One of the quirkiest events held in the hall recently 

was a Dachshund Tea Party, all participants 2 and 4 

legged behaved impeccably and apparently a 

wonderful time was had by all. 

 

Future Events 
There are some great events to enjoy over the coming 

weeks and months, including: 

Thorfest Saturday 7 September 12pm – 12am, a 

great day of music, beer and cider. Check on the 

Thorverton community Facebook page for more 

details of the music line-up. 

Family Halloween Party   Friday 1 November, 

spooky fun for all. 

Christmas Barn Dance Saturday 30 November, 

great music guaranteed with well-known musician 

Nick Scott & Friends and an experienced caller for 

those of us, well most of us, that aren’t experts. The 

bar will be open which may help. 

Tree Lighting Ceremony Sunday 1 December, the 

event that signals Christmas is on its way. 

Christmas Bingo  Tuesday 10 December, come 

along and join in the fun and you may go home with 

a prize – eyes down. 

  

Regular events in the hall 
As you may know, in addition to the above, the hall 

is regularly used by a number of groups throughout 

the week including those listed below. If you are 

thinking of going along to something for the first 

time do call the contact listed if you’d like to check 

the details. 

Pilates       Tuesday morning 10-11.    Contact Alice 

Weekes 07860 644544. aliceweekes25@gmail.com 

  

Children’s Dance    Wednesday 3.30-6pm   Contact 

Sue Blackmuir 01392 276174 / 07581 

086989 sueballet@hotmail.co.uk 

  

Baby and Toddler Group    Thursday 9.30-11am 

 Contact Alexandra Paskell 07968 982644 

  

Yoga     Thursday 7-8.30pm  Contact Heather Colley 

01392 861476 / 07981 

144911 heathercolley@f2s.com 

  

Thorverton Art Group         Friday morning 

 Contact Barrie Phillips 01392 

860529 bandjphillips@btinternet.com 

  

Kids Club            Thursday (every other)  3.30pm to 

5.30pm   Sharon Mckee 

  

  

TMH Cinema in the heart of the village - totally 

unmissable! 
As some of you will be aware, for the past year a 

small team has been working to secure funding to 

improve the audio-visual facilities in the Memorial 

Hall. We were successful in our bid and we now have 

the equipment installed in the hall which will enable 

us to develop a regular cinema in Thorverton. 

Under the umbrella of the Memorial Hall Committee 

we are now able to show films of various genres, 

both recent releases and older classics. 

We aim to present an entertaining and enjoyable 

range of films each season suitable for individual and 

family audiences. 

Our first Autumn season runs from September to 

December and film nights will be the 3rd Friday of 

each month. 

Films and dates for your diary are: 
Friday 20 September – Fisherman’s Friends 

Friday 18 October – Rocket Man 

Friday 15 November – Red Joan 

Friday 20 December – Blinded By The Light 

All films will be screened in the Memorial Hall 

where ice creams and soft drinks will be available to 

purchase and the bar will be open before and after the 

film showing. 

For full details of films go to thorvertonfilms.co.uk 

Please join us throughout the year for some 

excellent films and help make the TMH cinema 

events a real success. 

You will be very welcome. 

  

 

mailto:aliceweekes25@gmail.com
mailto:sueballet@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:heathercolley@f2s.com
http://thorvertonfilms.co.uk/
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Notice Board 
 

Welcome Café 
 

We are in the WI Hut every Monday afternoon, 

excepting Bank Holidays, from 2.30pm.  
  

If you would like to join us for tea, coffee, cake and 

a chat you are most welcome.  
 

We share village news and events and just enjoy 

the company of others.  You do not have to come 

every week, just as it suits you. 
 

Anyone is welcome: - Mums with little ones, 

workers having time out, and any other ladies and 

gentlemen whatever age who would like to join us.   
 

If you would like to come but the walk up is too 

much for you, give us a ring on 860356 and we can 

arrange transport. 
 

 

 

 
 

A look at the Gospel of Luke 
Come and join the group in the 
Thorverton Arms snug 
Fridays 13th and 27th September, 11th 
and 25th October  

2.15 - 3.15 pm 
 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 

 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

 

 

  

We shall be holding our monthly   
  

Coffee Mornings 

in the back room 
  

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
 Friday 6th September. 

Friday 4th October 
  

A warm welcome to all 
 

 

Silverton Carer Support Group 
 

There is a Carer Support Group which meets in 

The Lamb Inn, Silverton on the first Tuesday of 

every month for lunch. It is an informal group 

and gives Carers an opportunity to have a break 

from their caring role and talk and laugh with 

people who are in a similar situation, over a tasty 

meal and perhaps a drink or two. We meet at 

12.30 and the cost of a two course meal followed 

by coffee is £10.00. 

If you are a Carer and would like to join us, you 

would be most welcome. Please let me know by 

mid day on the first Monday of the month so that 

I can inform the Lamb Inn of numbers and please 

specify if you want a meat or vegetarian meal. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Trish Jones email:-

 silverwellbeing@gmail.com phone:- 0748 437 

7298 

 

Silverton Film Club 
The Silverton Film Club which is held on the 

third Wednesday afternoon each month at 2.30 

pm (Doors open at 2.15 pm) at Silverton 

Millennium Hall. Under the terms of the 

licence, I am unable to advertise the films 

anywhere other than the venue. There is a 

poster with the name of the next film to be 

shown and the type of certification, inside the 

hall door and on the notice board. Admission is 

free due to the generosity of Friends of 

Wyndham House Surgery, who have paid for 

the license. Sue Banks serves tea and delicious 

cake at the cost of £2.00, ice creams are 50p, 

and all are welcome. We plan to show U 

certificate films during the long holidays so that 

families can enjoy an afternoons entertainment 

too. The seats can be a little hard and so 

bringing your own cushion, might add to your 

comfort. 

I look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Trish Jones email:- 

silverwellbeing@gmail.com   

phone :- 07484377298 

 

MILLENNIUM GREEN 

 

MAINTENANCE DAY 

 

SATURDAY 28
TH

 SEPTEMBER 

 

10.00 at the Millennium Green 

 

All welcome to help! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:silverwellbeing@gmail.com
mailto:silverwellbeing@gmail.com
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Churchyard Tidy-up 

 
Saturday September 21

st 

 
from 10am 

 
Please come and help 

 
 

THE FRIENDS OF WYNDHAM HOUSE 

SURGERY 
 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

of the Friends of Wyndham House Surgery  

will be held on  

2nd OCTOBER 2019 AT 2.30pm 

 

IN THE COMMUNITY HALL SILVERTON 

 

DR ANTHONY O'BRIEN WILL SPEAK ABOUT 

"NETWORKS FOR HEALTH" 

 

All are welcome 
 

Bud Wendover, Vice Chairman 

01392 881493 

 

 

 

 

TAG 
THORVERTON ARTS & CRAFTS 

GROUP 

FRIDAY MORNINGS 

FROM 

10:00 @ TMH  
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME                 
Sample session free – no commitment  

DRAWING, PAINTING, MIXED MEDIA, 

SCULPTURE, COLLAGE, GREETING 

CARDS, JEWELERY, WOOL CRAFTS, 

MODEL MAKING, ETC. – FOR A 

PLEASANT COUPLE OF HOURS 
Further information:  www.pinpointdevon.co.uk 

 
 
 

Silverton Memory Café 
 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall every 

Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.  
  

All welcome.  Contact Annette Emmerson on 

01392 860983 or annettejean@hotmail.com for 

further details. 
   

 

Devon Opens Studios, September 7th - 22nd 

 
If you are interested in looking at arts and crafts 

then Devon Open Studios is for you. 

It is an opportunity to visit local artists and designer 

makers often in their studio or home, 

to see their work and talk to them about it.  

There is a freely available catalogue which details 

all the venues with directions, and their days and 

times of opening. 

 
Venue 19 is in Silver Street,Thorverton where 

you’ll find ceramics, painting, textiles, 

printmaking, jewellery and cards.  

 

We are open 11am-6pm on :- Sat 7th & Sun 8th, 

                                   Fri 13th Sat 14th & Sun 15th,  

                                   Fri 20th Sat 21st & Sun 22nd. 

 

There are venues in other nearby villages including 

Newton St Cyres, Silverton, Bradninch. 

So you can plan trips taking in the venues that 

interest you, just check opening times as they vary. 

All venues are free to visitors. 

 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.com
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Thorverton Climate Action Group 
 

There will be a meeting for anyone who would like 

to be part of a  

local action group with the intention of offering 

advice  

to everyone in the village on ways we could help  

MidDevon (and Thorverton in particular)  

go carbon neutral by 2030. 

 

 Advice is needed on tree planting, solar panels 

and battery storage,  

food production, diet change, fossil fuel 

replacement, heat pumps,  

carbon neutral housing, car share, electric cars,  

plastic use reduction, agriculture, etc. 

 

If you have knowledge of any relevant topics  

or just wish to learn more, please come and help 

with  

our initiative. All suggestions on ways forward 

will be welcome. 

 

THE NEXT 10 YEARS WILL SEE MANY 

CHANGES 
 

The meeting takes place on 

Wed 4 September 2019 

at 7 pm  
in the Memorial Hall.  

 

We can pass on any suggestions to the  

Parish Council and the District Council.  
 

If you wish to learn more about the Climate 

Emergency  

The Tiverton Action Group are holding an  event 

in Tiverton on 20 Sept. 

 

 

 Family Dog Show & Car 
Boot Sale 

In aid of St Peter's Church 

CHAMBERLAINS  FARM,  BRAMPFORD 

SPEKE 
 SUNDAY 8TH

 SEPTEMBER 
 

Car Boot Sale from 1.00pm,  

Dog Show Entries taken from 1.00pm  

Dog Show commences 2.00pm  

 

Fun  Classes for  all  Dogs     
 

No Dog, No Problem – special class for 

Best Dressed Soft Toy Dog 

 

Schedule   available  from   
Molly  Luxton,  Chamberlains  or  
shirley.madge@btinternet.com 

 
And homemade cake, draw, stalls 

and Bring & Buy  
whilst you are enjoying the fun! 

 

Pye stereo  record, tape and 
radio player with about 25 long 
playing records. Approx 35/40 
years old but still in perfect working 
order. 
 
Offers please. 
 
Do come and see. 28 Broadlands, 
Thorverton Tel: 860217, Loreen 
Large 
 

mailto:shirley.madge@btinternet.com
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SILVERTON LINK UP 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. Charity No. 1048253 )  

 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House Surgery Patients   

 
 VOLUNTEER DRIVERS  

 

Jean Hawkins 860849     John Kiely 861545 
Doreen Beer 860731           Stephen Roach 861042 

MaryClare Smith 861916     Mary Hall 860532 

Dave Cole 860030          John Pizey 861711 
   Lorraine Yarnell 861240   Frances Beadle 861413  

 John Owen-Jones 841085*** 

     

This driver only does surgery appointments***  
 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area.  
IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT ONE OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS POSSIBLE. 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 
appreciated. 

Donations should be given direct to the driver, who issues a receipt.  

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up their time to help others in the community. 

Although they will do their  best, they cannot always be available, so it may not always be possible to 
arrange a lift. 

 

Roger Higman (Link Up co -ordinator) 860571 roger.higman@icloud.com       
 
 

The Exeter Forum 

 

Talks Programme 

At the Mint Methodist Church from 10.45 to 

12.00. Admission £3 (free to members) 

 

September 4th Dr Peter Brinsden - Admiral Lord 

Nelson, Hero...and Hypochondriac? 

September 11th Alan Rosevear - Travel in Exeter 

before the Train  

September 18th Mick Harrison Policing in Devon 

and Exeter 

September 25
th
 Karen Deveraj - The Work of the 

Citizens Advice Bureau 

October 2
nd

 Professor Sir Steve Smith 

Vice-Chancellor, University of Exeter 
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Church Services and News 

SEPTEMBER  2019 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

 

Sunday 1 September Trinity 11 

   

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton MSS 

10:00 am Family Service  Brampford Speke Lay Led 

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 

10:00 am Service of The Word & Baptism  Stoke Canon KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe 

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service  Cadbury Lay Led 

 

 

Sunday 8 September Trinity 12 

 

09:30 am Family Service or Baptism TBC  Newton St Cyres KC 

09:30 am Open  Thorverton 

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon  

11:15 am Morning Worship   Rewe LF 

11:15 am  Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne KC 

 

 

Sunday 15 September Trinity 13 
 

08:30 am Holy Communion Said   [C]  Brampford Speke  KC 

09:30 am Communion by Extension  [C]  Cadbury   LF 

09:30 am Open       Thorverton    

10:00 am Family Service & Baptism  Thorverton KC 

         Joint with Baptist Church 
10:00 am Harvest Festival      Upton Pyne   Lay Led 

11:15 am Baptism      Rewe         John Henton 

11:30 am Harvest with Holy Communion  [C]  Huxham   JD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion    [C]  Stoke Canon   KC 

              

 

Sunday 22 September Trinity 14 

   

09:30 am  Holy Communion    [C]  Newton St Cyres   SS   

09:30 am Holy Communion    [BCP]  Thorverton   KC 

10:00 am Informal Service     Cadbury   Lay Led 

10:00 am Messy Church       Stoke Canon    Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion    [C]  Rewe    KC 

03:00 pm Harvest Festival      Netherexe   KC 

 

 

Sunday 29 September Trinity 15 and St Michaels & All Angels 

       

10:00 am Holy Communion [C]  Cadbury KC  

Followed by Tea/Coffee & Cake 

 

Sunday 5 October Trinity 16 

 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton MSS 

10:00 am Harvest Festival  Brampford Speke Lay Led 

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 

10:00 am  Harvest Festival  Stoke Canon Lay Led 
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11:15 am Harvest Festival  Rewe                                  Lay Led & LF 

06:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Cadbury JD 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of 

young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and 

contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; 

without communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually 

last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without 

Holy Communion, are contemporary in style and are often 

followed by refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 

 

Morning Prayer: Is  said on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer: Is said on the first Thursday of the month at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres Church. 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612

 katie.cross@netherexe.org  

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   

sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

JD Revd Julia Dallen    Associate Minister  

 julia.dallen@netherexe.org  

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [09:30 – 15:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 

Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 

Tel:07551 844321 – Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 13:00] 

Email: peter.shepherd@netherexe.org 

 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:julia.dallen@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org


Focus on Thorverton  14         Vol 50 No 8 – September 2019 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

01392 860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

 

Parish Letter 
Surprise!! 

Do you like to be surprised? I suppose it depends on 

what kind of surprise it is. We experience unpleasant 

surprises when we receive an unexpected bill, the 

collapse of a business, or suddenly finding oneself 

out of work. 

 

On the other hand, we all love good surprises. The 

unexpected arrival of friends we haven’t seen for a 

long time, a surprise birthday party, the 

announcement of a pregnancy, or a lottery win. What 

a surprise it must have been for Peter and his 

partners, fishermen on lake Galilee, when on a night 

that had been very bad for fishing they landed the 

biggest haul they had had ever caught – and all 

because Jesus had suddenly appeared and told them 

to cast their nets on the other side – where they had 

already tried to no avail!. All these fish even when 

the fish weren't biting. 

 

Peter was an expert fisherman and knew what this 

miracle implied. He fell at Jesus’ feet, recognising 

that he was in the presence of God. Peter had a deep 

sense of his unworthiness. He exclaimed, "Go away 

from me, Lord! I am a sinful man!"  Then he was hit 

with a second surprise. Peter, the rough, tough, loud 

talking, direct speaking, pig-headed fisherman, 

became the first to be called as one of Jesus’ 

disciples. He had no special training, no 

qualifications, in fact, he regarded himself as 

completely unworthy to be even in Jesus’ presence. 

He expected to hear Jesus’ anger at being so faithless, 

but instead he heard those loving words of 

forgiveness and commission – "Don't be afraid; from 

now on you will be catching people." 

 

All through the Bible we find that God is a God of 

surprises. Goliath was surprised when the Israelites 

sent out a young boy by the name of David. To the 

surprise of one and all he defeated the giant. Mary 

and Joseph were surprised when Gabriel told them 

that Mary would soon give birth to a son. 

 

Jesus surprised the local church people by eating with 

sinners and tax collectors.  He surprised onlookers 

when he said to the most hopeless sinners, "Your sins 

are forgiven".  Jesus surprised his disciples with 

parables about the kingdom of God that emphasised 

that it is the smallest and the least in the kingdom 

who are the greatest. 

 

Then the Bible tells us of the greatest surprise of all. 

That even though you and I keep on doing things that 

are against God’s will, even though we are selfish 

and inconsiderate more times than we care to admit - 

surprise of all surprises, God keeps on loving us. In 

fact, he loves us so much that he sent his only Son to 

die for us. Now that is a surprise. Why should God 

do so much for us when we have ignored him and his 

will for our lives?  

 

That is the surprising love of God at work.  Just as 

Peter was surprised by the big haul of fish in spite of 

the seemingly unfavourable conditions, God still 

surprises us today with the plans he has for our lives. 

Even when we, like Peter, say, "It won't work 

because I have been there and done that before."  Or 

perhaps we say, "I can’t do this – I’m too young, or 

too old, too busy, too inexperienced…..."  Don’t be 

too shocked when God surprises you with what he 

can do when we listen to what He says to us, believe 

his promises and obey his Word. 

 

I can't say in what form God’s surprises will come. 

Maybe using your gifts in ways, you had never 

imagined before. Maybe giving time to someone or 

some cause that you had never entered your head 

until you were challenged. But whatever the situation 

that comes up, we just need to ask God to give us the 

faith, the humility and the boldness to do whatever is 

necessary to further the work of His kingdom.  Do 

that and you won’t fail to be surprised at the results. 

 

Sue Sheppard 

The Sarawak Report 

 

It’s being called the theft of the century – billions of 

the Malaysian people’s money gone missing during a 

ten-year binge. The scale of the wrong doing and 

how it happened is exposed in meticulous and 

dramatic detail in a book by Clare Rewcastle Brown. 

 

At great personal cost, including risk to her own 

safety and out of love of Sarawak, where she was 

born, Clare spent a decade what’s being going wrong 

at the highest level in Malaysia. From wanton 

environmental damage through the destruction of the 

country’s forests to the unaccounted-for billions of 

the Malaysian people’s savings. In doing so Clare 

uncovered the truth about how an elite at the top of 
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the now discredited government authorised and 

benefitted from downright immoral acts. 

 

In the Sarawak Report Clare charts something more 

than rottenness at the core of one disreputable 

regime. She reveals the loopholes in our modern 

global economy and the flaws in our global financial 

and legal architecture that allow wrongdoing to 

flourish unchecked. 

 

Clare’s initiative to reach the rural heartlands of 

Sarawak, who have no access to the internet, began 

with a blog about the abuses of the Government and 

this ‘Sarawak Report’ was followed by ‘Radio Free 

Sarawak’ which won her the One World Media 

Special Award from CNN in 2015. 

 

It’s very easy to be caught up with our busy daily 

lives and not think about what is happening on the 

other side of the planet. There are several references 

to religious context throughout this book with quotes 

such as ‘Take no part in the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but instead expose them’ - Ephesians, 

chapter 5 verse 11 - and ‘There is no peace, saith my 

God, for the wicked’ - Isaiah chapter 57, verse 21. 

 

At a time when our own domestic politics are in 

disarray, it’s a reminder how important it is for there 

to be strength and integrity at the highest level and as 

the Chinese proverb says ‘If the top beam is crooked, 

all the rest will not be straight’. 

 

Richard May 

Baptist Church 
The Roman Governor and his Dilemma  

 

‘Suffered under Pontius Pilate.’   The regular 

recitation of the Creed in parish churches up and 

down the land has preserved for ever in our collective 

memory the name of the Roman Governor who 

condemned Jesus of Nazareth to death.  Without this 

constant reminder, Pilate would have remained an 

obscure figure of Roman history.  After all, who 

remembers the names of his predecessor, Valerius 

Gratus, or Marcellus, who replaced him? 

 

In our July article we referred to the blunders that 

Pilate had committed in his previous dealings with 

his Judaean subjects.  What then were these past 

mistakes that caused him to behave in such an erratic 

and vacillating manner in the case of the Jesus affair? 

 The following information is supplied by the Jewish 

historian Josephus and the Jewish philosopher Philo, 

both contemporaries of Pilate. 

The first scandal that had alienated him from the 

Jews was the affair of the ensigns bearing the image 

of the Emperor.  In order not to offend the 

sensibilities of the Jews concerning the visual 

representation of Caesar, previous governors had 

taken care not to introduce such provocative elements 

into the Holy City.  Pilate rode roughshod over this 

policy and shortly after his arrival in the province 

marched his troops from Caesarea into Jerusalem 

bearing the offending standards.  The Jews were 

scandalised by what they considered to be sacrilege 

and hundreds of them followed him to his 

headquarters at Caesarea imploring him to remove 

them.  When the Governor ordered the protesters to 

disperse or they would be slaughtered by his troops, 

the Jews bared their necks and retorted that they 

would rather die than suffer such an outrage.  Pilate 

could not afford to authorise a wholesale massacre 

and was forced to back down.  The Jews had won the 

first skirmish. 

 

A second blunder concerned shields dedicated to the 

Emperor which Pilate displayed in the palace of 

Herod in Jerusalem.  It is not clear what the 

inscriptions on these shields actually said but they 

probably had some reference to the Emperor as a 

god, which Jews would naturally find highly 

offensive. Again there were mass protests and some 

of the most influential  citizens fired off a letter of 

protest to Rome.  On receiving it, Emperor Tiberius 

was so incensed by this departure from imperial 

policy that he wrote back immediately ordering the 

votive shields to be removed at once from the Holy 

City to Caesarea.  Again, the Jews had triumphed 

over their Governor. 

 

Finally, Pilate had outraged the Jews in the course of 

his project to build an aqueduct in order to bring 

water into Jerusalem.  The project itself was laudable 

and must have received the approval of both 

populace and leadership at the beginning.  But when 

it became generally known  that the Governor had 

raided the temple treasury for funds to help in the 

financing of the aqueduct, riots broke out and tens of 

thousands of protesters besieged him, shouting 

 insults and demanding that he abandon the plan. 

Pilate reacted to repress these protests with 

considerable force and in the end a great deal of 

Jewish blood was shed. 

 

These three incidents, then, are the background to an 

understanding of Pilate’s relationship with the 

population of Jerusalem.  They had served to 

discredit him in the eyes of the Jewish nation and had 

in one case resulted in a stinging rebuke from the 

Emperor himself.  His past blunders put him under 

considerable pressure not to commit another one and 

thereby to jeopardise his whole political career. 

 

And then the Jewish leaders brought before him 

Jesus of Nazareth, an itinerant preacher whom they 
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considered to be a dangerous political agitator.  They 

wanted the Governor to exercise his powers and have 

the prisoner put to death.  It was Passover time and 

the city was swollen by an influx of pilgrims from all 

over the Empire.  It was the fundamental task of a 

Roman governor to preserve the public order.  But 

here he had a potential riot on his hands.  The 

prisoner had a wide following.  Passions were 

running high in the city.  Pilate could not risk another 

incident which would discredit him in the eyes of his 

master in Rome.  He had to proceed with caution. 

 

How he went about this delicate business will be 

considered in our next article... 

 

Maurice Harrison 

 

 

Thorverton Royal British Legion 
The Thorverton branch delivery “cream tea” service 

on Saturday 17
th
 August was a great success, not 

having a cream tea event this year we anticipated that 

we would probably have a few more to deliver, last 

year was a record number of 92 this year we 

delivered 191 an amazing amount. Thank you to 

everyone who bought one and to all the people who 

generously gave donations a grand total of £900 was 

raised in aid of the Legion Poppy Appeal and the 

Thorverton Branch/Community funds, a special 

thanks to the team who put the cream teas together 

ready for delivery but a special thanks to Penny for 

cooking all the scones and helping to deliver, we 

really hope you all enjoyed your “cream tea” and 

many thanks for your kind support. 

 

Alex Fice Thorverton RBL. 

 

Along with two friends I would like to thank all those 

involved in making and delivery the RBL cream teas. 

They were delicious. So much work must go into 

arranging this event from making the scones, getting 

the jam and cream to packing and delivery plus the 

Thank You note inside. There must be some very 

tired people afterwards. 

 

Sylv Gregory 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

The beginning of September means our Summer 

league matches are now completed – we run six adult 

teams in the Summer and our Ladies A team is 

currently running at second in Division 1.  

 

Once again, we enjoyed lovely weather for our Club 

Finals Day, with some entertaining and exciting 

matches, especially the mixed doubles which was 

fought very closely with a third set tiebreak, and a  

final score of 5:7  6:4 10:7.  Congratulations to all 

winners. 

 

Junior coaching will be starting again on Wednesday 

afternoons and evenings from the beginning of 

September with our coach Toby Harradence. 

 

If you or your children are interested in signing up 

please contact Alice Dowle on 07596 704458 or 

Laura leigh on 01647 24259.  

 

For all other information please visit our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 

 

Sally Baldwin 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

Thorverton WI Ladies and friends enjoyed a visit to 

the Willow and Wetlands Centre at Stoke St Gregory, 

on the Somerset Levels.  The Monkton Elms Garden 

Centre just outside Taunton made a good stop for 

lunch, and of course a little retail therapy for some.  

The Willows tour was arranged for 2.30pm and our 

guide, Ellie was very welcoming.  A video was 

shown at first to give some background to the 

industry, which has been in the Coate Family for two 

hundred years.  With a little basic information and 

Ellie’s expert guidance and knowledge, we learnt 

about the processes involved in transforming the 

withies (local name for willow), into all manner of 

baskets.  As well as basket making, the Coate family 

are the number one producer of artists’ charcoal, a 

secondary product of the basket making industry.   

Following a most interesting tour we enjoyed tea in 

the Court Yard and looked at the many things 

displayed in the shop – log baskets, picnic hampers, 

toy boxes, washing baskets, magazine racks, baby 

cradles, bread baskets, fruit baskets, hanging baskets, 

coffins – the list is endless.  A good day was had by 

all. 

 

August meeting: Laura Beer shared her experiences 

as a first time author.  Laura began her talk by 

explaining her reasons for beginning to write.  She 

told us how life had been difficult for her and she had 

suffered two breakdowns, so she decided to do 

something positive with her life, she used writing as   

escapism.  Laura has written a set of four books to 

date, all based in Devon with much of the dialogue 

written in local dialect.  She told us how Pegasus had 

approved her writing and agreed to publish her 

books.  Laura read a few extracts from her first book 

and left us with a cliff hanger!  Fortunately Laura  

had brought along several copies of her first two 

books to sell, so some of us have been able to 

continue the story.   Laura is a very busy lady, she is 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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in full time employment but is always thinking of 

new story ideas – she is hoping to write a murder 

mystery next. 

 

Next Month – 3
rd

 September, the WI are having a 

games evening.  You are welcome to join us. 

 

Judy Bright 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
 

Events & activities for the                plus! 
 

Membership is open to anyone 50 or over 

living in Silverton and surrounding towns and 

villages.  The Club which organizes outings to places 

of interest and other social activities such as theatre 

trips, coffee mornings and whist, has been in 

existence for 25 years. Annual membership is £5 

 

COFFEE MORNING & QUIZ – Tuesday 10
th

 

SEP. Come and join us at St Mary’s Church Hall 

Silverton between 1000-1130.  An opportunity to 

chat, take part in our optional quiz and raffle or book 

for a forthcoming outing. Entrance charge £1 

includes refreshments. Everybody most welcome. 

 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 9
th

 & 23
rd

 SEP 
St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton is the venue for this 

fortnightly activity starting at 2:00 PM prompt.  

Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment and raffle 

ticket.  It’s fun, easy to learn and helps keep the brain 

cells active!  

 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS  
Coach pick-ups at Tiverton, Bickleigh, Silverton, Ruffwell, Rewe 

& Stoke Canon 

 

19
th
 SEP Sherborne & Stourhead (NT 

members £12)  £25 

17
th
 OCT National Arboretum Westonbirt & 

Tetbury  £20 

28
th
 NOV Winchester Cathedral Christmas 

Market  £15 

 

Sherborne and Stourhead House & Gardens.  On 

our way to Stourhead we stop at the delightful market 

town of Sherborne with its Abbey, medieval 

buildings, shops and Thursday market.  Stourhead – 

once the home of the Hare family - is one of the 

classic Palladian style houses with its landscaped 

gardens which have been described as one of the 

finest in the world. 

 

National Arboretum Westonbirt & Tetbury.  

Westonbirt is where you can discover one of the most 

diverse and beautiful collections in the World. 15,000 

specimens from all over the globe offer the perfect 

place to enjoy and relax in.  Guided tour included.  

Later, we visit the nearby Cotswolds village of 

Tetbury with its individual shops, wool merchant’s 

houses, market hall, picturesque weavers’ cottages 

and the Police Museum & Courtroom. 

 

Autumn/Winter Theatre outings at the Princess 

Theatre Torquay 

 

Agatha Christie’s Mousetrap  11 SEP 

 1430 performance £33 

Joseph & Amazing Dreamcoat 22 OCT 

 1930 performance £35 

R Marines Christmas Concert 08 DEC 

 1930 performance £30 

 

Above prices are inclusive of coach and theatre 

performance.  We arrive Torquay in sufficient time 

for a meal/refreshments before each show. 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

EX5 4HW Devon Tel: 01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 
 

 

Thorverton Millennium Green 
Trust 

 
A shipping container will shortly be delivered and 

put in place to store the mowing machine in the 

Millennium Field. It will be mostly hidden behind 

trees, at the west end of the Green.  

 

Volunteers to help with maintenance are still in short 

supply and lots of volunteers will be needed in 

November when the free trees from the Woodland 

Trust arrive ready for planting. 

 

Anyone interested in volunteering can contact me 

on jfspivey@yahoo.com for more information. 

 

John Spivey 

 

Rainfall Record 
 

It may seem but a distant memory now, but the 

period from 26th June to the 17th July inclusive (22 

days) was the longest dry spell recorded in 

Thorverton for at least the last ten years.  Despite 

that, the total rainfall in June was 84mm, largely 

accounted for by a wet spell from 8th to 11th June, 

over which period some 58mm of rainfall was 

recorded.  July was a relatively dry month as a whole, 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
mailto:jfspivey@yahoo.com
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with just 33mm of rainfall for the month - and a third 

of that was on the last day of the month. July's 

readings were less than half the ten-year average 

rainfall for that month. 

 

History Society 
Photos by Robin Blythe-Lord from the History 

Society’s visit to Killerton: 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   

 

Poetry 
The Seaside 

Crushing waves, buckets and spades. 

Castles of sand, kids hand in hand.  

Happy mood, sandy food. 

Colours bright, scary sights. 

Ice cold lollies, shielding brollies. 

Distant boats, airbed floats. 

Beach huts, barking muts. 

Sun hats, rounders bats. 

Sea shells, baby yells. 

Beach balls, shark! Jaws! 

Noisy gulls, sunshine dulls. 

It’s not the Med, I’s Devon! 

Enough said, home to bed. 

Alison Marshall 

 
Auschwitz 

 in memoriam 

 

The whereabouts of each is known; 

Their crime is simple: they are Jews, 

Lesser human beings, as such, 

 They are fair game for abuse. 

  

They will arrive at dead of night 

At concentration camps unknown; 

 Appeals to conscience will not work, 

Each guard will have a heart of stone. 

  

It's hard to kill a lovely girl 

 With pearly teeth and wide clear eyes, 

But burn a number on her arm - 

 And death will come as no surprise. 

  

Bird song and sunshine they will miss, 

Families, school and the blue sea; 

And are vigilant in vain, 

When most forget and let things be? 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

The Ballet of Life 

Fallen blooms on a dusty path 

Your job done 

The task complete. 

Still beautiful but no longer needed  

Jettisoned from mother plant 

Your usefulness at an end. 

   

Do not despair, 

Beauty reverberates 

Like an echo in a cave. 

The glow of your past glory 

Vibrant on the ground 

Still pleasures the eye. 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 
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County Council 
Ash dieback is a problem over the foreseeable future, 

in Devon we have an abundance of native trees 

which will need to be felled - this is of course the 

responsibility of the landowner. DCC are urging 

landowners with trees near the road to take 

responsibility, to minimise the risk to the public and 

are suggesting that any trees that are felled are small 

tree.  

 

Over 90% of the ash trees are 

likely to be affected and with 448 

thousand within falling distance of 

the road it is a real problem. Find 

out more – get help and advice 

from;-  devonashdieback.org.uk.  

There are obviously many more 

trees not adjoining the road. As I 

travel around Devon I am aware 

that most of our trees are mature. I 

would like to encourage all 

landowners to plant more trees. 

There are often patches of waste 

ground or hedgerows where they 

will thrive. All of this will also 

help with the ambition to become carbon neutral. 

You will see here one of the functions I have been 

involved in recently – I applaud the work of the 

volunteers in our community who do so much to help 

those less able. 

It’s incredible to think that these Community 

Transport Awards have been going for 20 years now. 

Congratulations must go to everyone who has played 

a part in these awards and to all of the winners over 

the years. Community Transport plays an important 

role in Devon to keep people connected to vital 

services that many of us take for granted, such as 

local shops and GP appointments. The staff and 

volunteers are the lifeblood of these organisations 

and their effort and commitment deserves the 

recognition of these awards. 

Devon County Council Vice Chair Margaret Squires 

with the 2019 Community Transport Award winners 

Margaret Squires 

 

Thorverton Co-Operative Trust Ltd 
supporting    Thorverton Post Office       

     

As many of you know, we are a much-valued community amenity serving ALL age groups in many ways. Please 

continue to use YOUR post office and paper shop/stationers as much as possible. Come to us first please before 

shopping or posting elsewhere. 

 

It’s still not too late  to pay your annual subscription of £10 per person, to help TCT Ltd keep this community-run 

venture (and thereby of course Thorverton Post Office) operating. Ask for a form at the post office or contact 

Heather Kershaw if you wish to pay your subs by bank transfer.      

                        

NEW MEMBERS are needed please. We hope that ALL local residents will want to be part of this. Encourage 

your family, friends and neighbours. We don’t want to lose OUR post office. 

 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419      TCT Ltd Chair and Company Secretary 

Jan Hamilton               07764 461575      TCT Ltd Business Manager 
 

Membership forms are available in the Post Office or in July’s Focus.                       
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Hello, Jura here. 

It’s been a while since I last pawed any news so I 

have lots to tell you. Did you know that Jan, at Berry 

Dairy, is selling doggy ice cream? I’ve had three so 

far and I pull Mum and Dad into the shop every time 

we pass so that I can try to make it four, or five, or 

six very soon! They are delicious. 

 

In June we all went on our holidays. Mum and Dad 

went to somewhere called Italy, which sounds really 

boring, and I went to Silverton, much more exciting, 

and stayed with my doggy friends Charlie and 

Mayzie McManus. We all had a dogtastic time and 

even went on holiday, when already on holiday, in a 

big box on wheels - I think it’s called a caravan. I 

can’t wait until September when I can visit again. 

 

In July we had the Fun Day and I expect you all saw 

me there – all shiny coat and wet nose. I won the dog 

with the waggiest tail – again – and got a lovely red 

rosette to prove it as you can see from the photo 

although I am not sure I should be wearing it on my 

head! You can also see my cat brother ‘Ginger 

George’ in the photo looking very unamused as 

usual. I also got a rosette for the best trick – 

balancing a Boneo on my nose then flipping it up in 

the air before catching and eating it. Mum and Dad 

have been practicing that with me since last year’s 

Fun Day and, of course, I kept doing the trick wrong 

on purpose so that I could have more Bonoes! I can’t 

believe that they didn’t guess what I was up to - I am 

a springer/collie, and so pretty bright, after all. Next 

year I am going to try to beat my doggy friend 

Higgins Roberts as the fastest Boneo eater. I have 

quite a way to go as its one woof and it’s gone with 

Higgins! Mum won the best poem competition, she 

was very pleased about that, but when she read it to 

me I thought it was rubbish as I wasn’t in it. It was 

all about the seaside with no dogs in it at all. It must 

have been summer when dogs aren’t allowed on the 

beach. Like I said, rubbish! 

 

I met loads of my doggy friends at the Fun Day like 

Ripley Hyde, Murphy Hoellering, Nelson Wardle, 

Bertie Shelton, Daisy Scott and Flo Cashmore. It was 

great to make new puppy friends too like Olive, 

Mishca and Marmite and I look forward to playing 

with them down at the Millenners. I met a double-

doodle dog at the Millenners recently called Murph. 

He was a white fluffy ball and was very playful but I 

have no idea what a double-doodle is, doodle you? 

My next door neighbour, Murphy Hoellering, who is 

a brown and very fluffy labradoodle, came round to 

play the other day. We went completely mad in the 

garden and did lots of play fighting and chased round 

and round until we both collapsed in a big heap and 

went to sleep. Our Mums and Dads kept laughing 

very loudly at us but I think that could have been due 

to all the wine stuff they were drinking. Mum always 

gets laughy and loud when she drinks wine. Today, 

being Friday, I have been in my most favourite place 

called Dawlish. I know that the Orchard and the 

Millenners are also my most favourite places but you 

can have more than one you know. My Grandma 

lives at Dawlish – the one that gives me Boneo’s just 

for looking at her in a cute way – and so does my 

Grandad, Aunty Deb, Aunty Helen and my boyfriend 

Ty. Ty is twelve years old and is still very handsome. 

I run round the garden like mad and Ty chases me 

and I love that as he can never catch me. Grandma 

says that Ty can’t move much the day after my visits 

as he gets so tired from running around after me. He 

still jumps up and down on the spot when anyone 

mentions my name or says ‘get your shoes on’ which 

means ‘walkies’ in Dawlish talk. They are a bit 

strange down there and I think that is why Mum is a 

bit strange too – she comes from Dawlish. 

 

Did you hear about my very naughty friend Bertie 

Shelton? He has been at it again! When his Mum and 

Dad aren’t looking he climbs up onto the kitchen 

worktop and eats all the lovely food he can, as fast as 

he can, and so far he has eaten cakes and chicken and 

steak. I am so proud of him! I have tried very hard to 

do the same but just can’t reach that far yet. Mum 

says I would only do it once, whatever that means. I 

wonder if I will grow anymore now that I am 4 as it 

would really help with the worktop thing. I had loads 

of treats on my 4 th Birthday and Remy, the 

Grandson, came to stay which was the best treat of 

all. We played lots of football, I am still Jordan 

Pickford but Remy is now ‘Ronaldo’, climbed trees 

and hunted for sticks in the stream. When we got 
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very tired we cuddled up, watched TV, ate sweets 

and ‘snoozed’. Small humans are definitely the best 

fun! 

 

Oh, that’s the cat flap so I am off to investigate. Until 

next time, woof, woof, Jura.  

 

Thorverton 
Community 
Archaeology 
Project 
 

 

Prehistoric 
Settlement in the 
Exe Valley 
 
As many readers will be aware, the parish currently 

has its own community archaeology project, located 

in fields next to the Post Office and Dark Lane. Three 

archaeological trial trenches were dug in 2017, which 

revealed settlement evidence dating to the Middle 

Neolithic (c. 5000 years old) Bronze Age (4000) and 

late Iron Age (2,500). The archaeological features 

discovered consisted of pits and ditches containing 

prehistoric pottery, as well as pieces of worked flint 

and charred hazelnuts.  

 

Thorverton and the Exe Valley has a long association 

with prehistoric archaeology, with a number of burial 

mounds, settlement enclosures and artefact scatters 

present, while the local mid 20th century 

Archaeologist John Uglow even found a stone axe in 

the field where the work is being undertaken. 

 

This archaeological work on site has generated a lot 

of local interest in the archaeology and heritage of 

the parish and, from this, the idea of a community 

excavation was born. Heritage Lottery Funding was 

then awarded along with other funding from Devon 

County Council, Mid Devon District Council, 

Thorverton Parish Council and other generous local 

organisations. I visited the school and talked to the 

children about Thorverton’s past, the project and how 

they can help by designing a logo. Wren, aged 5 was 

the winner of the logo competition and this is now 

used for all the project publicity. 

 

This summer has also seen a geophysical survey 

carried out on the land with exciting results. We have 

found what appears to be evidence for a multi-phase 

prehistoric landscape over a large area, including 

possible settlement enclosures, associated boundary 

and drainage ditches from early fields and a ring 

ditch of a probable former round barrow burial 

mound. There was also a popular ‘have a go’ at 

geophysics event with an expert from Substrata, a 

Bideford-based specialist survey company. 

 

The next and main phase of the project will be the 

excavation; this is the chance for the local 

community, with assistance from professional 

archaeologists, to explore this archaeology and learn 

more about the past in Thorverton, on a site which 

was probably the precursor to the village itself.  

 

The excavations will run from the 18th-28th 

September and will target two areas, including 

known areas of early settlement and the ring ditch. 

There will be a public open day on Saturday 28th 

September with guided tours of the excavations, 

displays of the finds discovered and other activities. 

Thorverton WI will be providing light refreshments. 

 

Beyond the excavation the future plans for the project 

will include a publication report detailing the 

findings and a series of talks to schools and various 

local societies. 

 

If you would like to take part in the excavations, 

either learning how to dig or helping out with other 

activities, and you have not already let Alison 

Marshall know, please contact Charlotte Coles at AC 

archaeology (ccoles@acarchaeology.co.uk). Demand 

is high and the closing date to register is 9th 

September. To keep up to date with the findings 

while the excavations are underway please follow our 

Twitter page (@ThorvertonArch) and Facebook page 

(@ThorvertonArchaeology). 

 

Charlotte Coles 

Finds and Archives Officer, AC archaeology  

 

Geophysical Survey Open day – photo by Doug 

Stokes.  

Map of findings on following page. 

mailto:ccoles@acarchaeology.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  22         Vol 50 No 8 – September 2019 

 

 
 

Village Tidy-up Day 

Photos by John Spivey 
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Thorverton Church: Music            

♫       ♫ 

New members are always welcome in our church 

choir on a regular basis or just for the carol service if 

you wish. 

 

We meet fortnightly and usually sing music in 4 

parts. We manage to achieve a high standard singing 

sacred music of many different styles and have a lot 

of fun along the way. 

 

Do contact me for more information or come to hear 

us one Sunday morning or on one of our Thursday 

practice evenings. 

 

We also have a church band which plays at most 

monthly Family Services. Instrumentalists of all ages 

and standards are always welcome. 

 

Choir Practices at Thorverton Church   7.45 – 

9.00pm usually Thursdays 

Sep   5th, 12th, 26
th
 

Oct   3rd, 17th, 31st 

 

Sunday Services with Choir 
 

Sep    15th  Family Service  BAPTISM - 9.30 for 

10.00 service 

Sep    29th  Mission Community service with joint 

choirs  10.00 at Cadbury Church 

Oct      6th  Communion  9.30 start 

Oct     20th  Family Service  HARVEST - 9.30 for 

10.00 service 

 

CONTACT:  

Choir Director and Accompanist Heather Kershaw  

01392 860419  heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

Thorverton Kids’ Club 
A massive thank you to everyone who is supporting 

Thorverton Kids Club!!  We are overwhelmed with 

everyone's kindness, the children are enjoying 

themselves and we are having loads of fun with it 

too. 

 

We are planning another BBQ shortly after the kids 

go back to school, a Halloween party just after half 

term and a Christmas disco at the end of term. Please 

keep an eye out for more details to follow. 

 

We are always grateful for any help to keep the club 

going, financial or volunteering at sessions. Please 

feel free to speak to either of us if you or any children 

have any ideas or suggestions for activities for up and 

coming dates. 

 

Thank you all again. 

Lou and Sharon 

Our Local Expert 
This is a free guide of businesses that have been used 

and recommended by local people.  Readers know 

they can expect a trustworthy and good quality 

service from anyone listed – reducing the fear of 

‘cowboys’ and ‘rogue traders’. 

 

The new free guide was distributed in late July with 

your post.  Anyone who hasn’t received the 2019-20 

guide can contact me and I will be happy to post out 

a free copy:  Nick Hall, 01392 340304. 

nick@OurLocalExpert.co.uk 

 

We ask for honest feedback about businesses we 

feature, and for recommendations of new businesses 

to feature, to keep the guide accurate for you!  

Businesses you would be happy letting into your 

home, businesses you would recommend to friends 

and neighbours.  It also helps the good local 

businesses who feature - because they win new 

customers! 

 

Please encourage your readers to send feedback 

about local businesses they recommend to the same 

contact details above.  They could win a family ticket 

at Exeter Quay Climbing Centre, or £50 of Pipers 

Farm meat delivered to their door. 

Nick Hall 

 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:nick@OurLocalExpert.co.uk
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The Garden in September 
Once I have got over the shock that we have reached 

September and I need to get into a different 

gardening mind set, I generally enjoy the garden at 

this point. Autumn seems to breathe new life into the 

garden and the added moisture revitalizes tired 

plants. 

 

Autumn is the time of glorious rich colour 

combinations, orange, yellow, red and surprisingly 

royal blue. Such plants as Aconitum ‘Arenddsii’ , 

Ceanothus ‘Autumnal Blue’ and Ceratostigma 

willottianum all have blooms of the brightest blue. 

My all time favourite being the good old fashioned 

Michaelmas daisy. These lovely autumn flowering 

plants got a bad reputation because they often 

became covered with mildew but new varieties have 

improved on their resistance. 

 

Many plants and grasses are now full size and I only 

tend to cut back if wind or weather damaged. This 

gives you a chance to begin tidying up at your own 

pace. Sometimes it’s a relief to cut something back 

and make a bit of space and you often  find some 

poor little shrub or plant glad to see the daylight 

again! 

 

After the very dry start to summer the grass has had 

enough water to grow back to health and should have 

greened up again. It will not be quite so vigorous at 

this time of year so you won’t need to cut it so often 

and maybe not quite so low. 

 

In the vegetable patch, harvesting should be going on 

with French beans and now runner beans becoming 

very productive. Do check regularly and pick 

anything that is ready because beans grow very fast 

and are lovely at the right size but quickly grow too 

big and hard. Always go up and down your bean 

poles both ways, its impossible to see them from one 

direction. Also check on the inside as often the 

quickest beans are growing hidden away.  

 

As always, the vegetable grower must be thinking of 

the next crop. So brassica plants and leeks and 

autumn radish for something different can be planted 

now. A word of warning with brassicas. Make sure 

you know where they came from and that there is no 

chance of them having come from a garden with club 

root. Similarly check your wall flower supplier as 

these can suffer from the same disease. Club root is a 

very nasty condition which affects the brassica 

family and distorts the roots of these plants. The 

biggest problem is that it can stay in the ground for 

up to 20 years. So it’s best to be careful! 

 

On this cautionary note, Neville, I will leave you to 

start planting your daffodils bulbs, spring flowering 

crocuses and cyclamen during this month. A gardener 

must always be thinking ahead! (No rest for the 

wicked – Ed) 

 

Happy Gardening. 

                                                     Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Legal Eagle  

This month a cautionary tale for cyclists, and indeed, 

for all road users. Gemma Brushett brought a 

successful personal injury claim against Robert 

Hazeldean, a cyclist, after she stepped into his path 

whilst looking at her mobile phone. The trial judge, 

District Judge Mauger, found Mr Hazeldean equally 

responsible for the collision as he had failed to cyle 

with reasonable care and skill i.e. he had failed to 

achieve the standard of care which would be 

expected of the reasonable cyclist. 

 

The accident happened during the evening rush hour 

in central London. Ms Bushett was part of a ‘throng’ 

of pedestrians who were attempting to cross a 

pedestrian crossing at a busy road junction. Ms 

Bushett accepted that she was looking at her phone 

while attempting to cross. Mr Hazeldean had cycled 

through a green light and saw a group of pedestrians 

crossing the road in front of him. He blew a large air 

horn on his bike as he was approaching the group. He 

then shouted, braked, and swerved in an attempt to 

avoid a collision. As sometimes happens in such 

situations, whilst both parties attempted to take 

avoiding action, Mr Hazeldean by swerving and Ms 

Bushett by stepping back, they nevertheless collided 

and both were knocked unconscious. 

 

Ms Bushett brought a personal injury claim in respect 

of a head injury involving concussion, dental injuries 

and facial scaring. 

 

All road users owe an established duty of care to 

other road users. So, the issue in relation to the claim 

brought by Ms Bushett was whether Mr Hazeldean 

was in breach of the duty which he owed to Ms 

Bushett. As indicated above, District Judge Mauger 

found that he was. The judge said that while Mr 

Hazeldean “gave every impression of being a calm 

and reasonable road user”, he fell below the standard 

of care to be expected of a reasonably competent 

cyclist in that “he did proceed when the road was not 

completely clear”. By way of explanation, the judge 

said, “Even where a motorist or cyclist had the right 

of way, pedestrians who are established on the road 

have right of way.” 

 

Moving on to consider Ms Bushett’s responsibility 

for the incident, the judge concluded that Ms Bushett 

was equally responsible with Mr Hazeldean, in 
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crossing the road without looking. In consequence 

her damages were reduced from £8,323.57 to 

£4,161.79. There is, however, a sting in the tail. As I 

have mentioned above, Ms Bushett, as a road user 

owed a duty of care to all other road users. Clearly 

she was in breach of her duty to Mr Hazeldean. Had 

Mr Hazeldean been so minded he might have brought 

a claim, or in the circumstances, a counter claim, 

which would almost certainly have been successful, 

against Ms Bushett. That he did not do so was, he 

said, because he did not approve a “claim culture”. 

Admirable as this might be, it has proved to be an 

expensive principle. 

 

As Ms Bushett was successful in her claim, and in 

civil cases, costs normally follow the event, Mr 

Hazeldean was ordered to pay the entirety of Ms 

Bushett’s legal costs, estimated to be in the region of 

£100,000. Had Mr Hazeldean claimed or 

counterclaimed against Ms Bushett, then, having 

found both parties equally responsible, the judge 

would have apportioned the legal costs between Mr 

Hazeldean and Ms Bushett. 

 

Mr Hazeldean initially defended the case as a litigant 

in person, although he did subsequently engage legal 

representation. Had he engaged legal advice at the 

earliest opportunity I feel sure that he would have 

been advised of his right to claim against Ms Bushett 

or at a later stage of his right to counterclaim and 

would also have been made aware of the costs issue. 

 

So, from the point of view of the cyclist, it would be 

wise to carry appropriate insurance and if involved in 

such an incident advise your insurers and obtain legal 

advice either via your insurers or independently. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

Walk this way 
I have just returned from a walking holiday with my 

family in the Alps.  We certainly expended a lot of 

calories walking on average 5 hours a day at an 

altitude of 2,500m between a range of mountain huts.  

In the evenings we ate a variety of lentil dishes (food 

was mostly transported in by helicopter) and played a 

lot of cards.  We also chatted with fellow walkers 

until heading to bed early – there was no specific 

‘lights out’ time as mostly there were no lights to 

turn out, electricity being a valuable resource in the 

mountains. We returned refreshed, reinvigorated and 

a couple of pounds lighter. 

 

The holiday made me reflect once again on the power 

that walking has on so many aspects of our health.  

Joints, muscles, weight and balance are all optimized 

with regular bipedal activity and now new research 

has confirmed multiple other benefits as well.  

Walking alleviates the symptoms and stresses of our 

increasingly sedentary lives and it helps the intestines 

by keeping the bowels moving so reducing episodes 

of constipation. It also has a significant effect on the 

aging process within our brains with some research 

suggesting it might even reverse it.  Recent studies 

have looked at Walk & Talk groups (exactly like the 

one run by walkingforhealth.org.uk meeting at 10.00 

AM outside Silverton Millennium Hall on Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays)) and have found that those 

participating develop more neural pathways, rather 

than slowly losing them. This all adds to previous 

research showing how walking can boost creativity, 

critical thinking and significantly raise our mood 

levels.  

 

A few centuries ago Hippocrates wrote that walking 

was ‘the best medicine’ and there is now a mountain 

of evidence that he was on to something.  Being able 

to walk on two feet and communicate verbally are 

probably the two most important features that make 

humans stand out in the animal kingdom.  Exploiting 

and combining both as a way of protecting our health 

would seem to be relatively easy to achieve.  It can 

also be incredibly enjoyable with the bonus that any 

distance at any age will be beneficial.  Why not kill 

two birds with one stone next month by taking the 

added benefits of a stroll down to one of our Flu 

Clinics being held this year on the Saturday mornings 

of 5th & 26th October 9am – 12pm.  

 

For more information about Silverton Walk & Talk 

go to the Wyndham House Surgery Website, pick up 

a leaflet at the surgery or contact Wellbeing 

coordinator Trish Jones on 0748 437 7289 or 

silverwellbeing@gmail.com 

 

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 

 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 
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Puzzles 
 

I think that all of you puzzle solvers must have taken 

the summer off because I received no correct 

solutions to the puzzles in the July/August edition of 

Focus.  The Su Doku solution is given below: 

 

I also asked whether you could find a number 

beginning with 7, which when divided by 7, can be 

easily solved by transferring the 7 from the start to 

the finish.  This is actually rather easier than it 

sounds because the number clearly starts with 7 and 

because it is divided by 7 the next number must be 1. 

From there you just keep dividing until you get to a 

number which when divided by 7 has an answer of 7 

with no remainder (ie 49).  The number is, therefore: 

 

71014492753623188405797. 

 

And so to this month’s puzzles: 

 

Unusual words 

 

What unusual feature do the following 6- and 7- 

letter words share: tramps, craters, brandy, pirated, 

scampi, stores? 

 

Old Percy 

 

Percy, who comes from a remarkably vigorous 

family, was born in 1961, the very year in which his 

father died at the age of 80. Until what age would 

Percy have to live if the year of his death is to share 

the remarkable property that both the year of his birth 

and the year of his father’s birth have in common? 

 

 

 

Crossword 

 

With apologies if this is a bit too easy this time, I 

offer the following Thorverton-themed crossword: 

 

 

Clues 

Across 

1. Your favourite magazine (5) 

4. Cut grass with motorised trimmer (5) 

7. Path suitable for horses (9) 

8. Two such outlets in Thorverton (4) 

10. Higher rank (6) 

12 and 16. Thorverton organisation with its own hut 

(6,9) 

13. Food list at Thorverton Arms (4) 

16. see 12 across 

18. The present day (5) 

19. 1970s Thorverton housing development (5) 

 

Down 

1. Bored with things (3,2) 

2. Building material common in Devon (3) 

3. Propel oneself through water (4) 

4. Street running east out of Thorverton (6) 

5. Alter a draft (6) 

6. Head of a town council (5) 

9. Confused, bewildered (7) 

11. Not arranged neatly (6) 

12. Card game occasionally played at WI Hut (5) 

14. Hamlet in adjoining parish (5) 

15. Animal manure (4) 

17. Large river to east of the parish (3) 

 

 

T E N S L V I R O 

O L V E R I S N T 

I R S N O T V E L 

N S I L V O E T R 

L O T R S E N I V 

R V E T I N O L S 

E T R O N S L V I 

V N O I T L R S E 

S I L V E R T O N 
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Nature Notes 
What a lovely start to this edition of Nature Notes 

with some interesting local sightings and such a lot to 

write about as usual covering the summer months.  

Also Royal Mail issued their second set of nature 

stamps for the year this August with the theme of 

Forests and these will still be on sale at the Post 

Office. 

 

June 

In mid-June an otter was seen in the stream through 

the Millennium Green. Neville and Jane Lane saw a 

spoonbill at Bowling Green Marsh, near Topsham 

and while in South Wales saw bee orchids. There 

have been several sightings of hummingbird 

hawkmoths around the country and locally one was 

seen on many occasions nectaring on valerian 

Centranthus ruber growing from the boundary wall 

of the Exeter Inn. 

 

The Tarts did a Dartmoor walk on 22
nd

 June where 

conditions were sunny but breezy which kept insects 

on the move. Wildlife highlights were lots of singing 

skylarks, small heath butterflies and garden chafers. 

Garden chafer is an odd name for a beetle that 

frequents moorland among other habitats but it is 

also known as the June bug and field chafer. I’ve not 

come across this chafer beetle before but this day 

they were everywhere. Apparently it is one of those 

insects that are plentiful in certain years. 

 

My sister and her husband found a dead racing 

pigeon in their little wood at Wyke near Shobrooke. 

The white and pale brown bird had been killed 

probably by a Sparrowhawk, its breast torn apart and 

crucially one leg missing. You may recall in 2017 I 

wrote about a pigeon ring I found and on contacting 

The Royal Pigeon Racing Association (RPRA) they 

were able to put me in touch with the owner of the 

forsaken pigeon. The remaining leg on the pigeon 

found at Wyke had a ring annotated Bricon 5000 

which this time the RPRA could only say it was the 

electronic timing ring used to time the pigeon back in 

its loft at the end of a race. This ring alone cannot 

trace the owner and the missing leg holding the 

owners information sadly cannot be found. It so 

happens that a pair of sparrowhawks has raised two 

chicks in the wood this summer. 

 

Taking advantage of the light summer evenings, my 

daughter and I have been setting off up our local lane 

anytime between 8pm and 9pm. On one occasion on 

the homeward stretch we heard various birds kicking 

up a rumpus. We gazed about to see a tawny owl sat 

on a stout bough of the oak tree beside Fordy Bridge. 

The next evening around 9.15 pm during the same 

route we saw one queen hornet, one Red Admiral and 

two Painted lady butterflies and all would be 

preparing to go to roost for the night. 

 

The sight of the Painted Ladies unbeknown to us then 

was the beginning of an influx of this species from 

the Continent, probably due to the Continental heat 

wave and the need to find a fresh nectar source. 

These butterflies will breed here, eggs hatching after 

7-10 days. Larvae will be found from July to 

September but require warm sunshine to complete 

their growth. The pupal stage also relies on warm 

weather and if the insect makes it through these 

stages this next generation will be on the wing from 

August to September. You may have noticed the 

Painted Lady butterflies around in June and early 

July were pale orange but the next generation will be 

much brighter. It is known that the butterflies from 

the generation that are bred in this country can make 

the journey back to the Continent. They will not 

survive the English winter. 

 

During our evening walks we noticed painted ladies 

and other butterflies pitched on the road. I am 

assuming this is because the road retains heat from 

the day. The painted ladies always seemed to 

frequent the same areas along the lane. One of their 

favourite pitches was a metal gate to one of the 

fields. 

A few days later on the road we came across an oak 

eggar moth caterpillar and a peacock butterfly 

caterpillar. The next day another oak eggar caterpillar 

was seen, presumably a different one and the day 

after that another peacock butterfly caterpillar.  

 

That evening at the Focus 50
th
 birthday party there 

was a lively discussion about caterpillars, grass 

snakes and hedgehogs and by coincidence on the 

walk home a hedgehog was seen walking under the 

gate and into the garden of ‘Pete’s Place’, number 8, 

Bullens Close.  The next day on our usual walk we 

came across a young toad in the road.  

 

July 

Lin Balkwill and I drove to Trinity Hill Nature 

Reserve, beyond Honiton as I knew I had heard a 

nightjar there during a moth trapping event a couple 

of years ago. Within ten minutes of arrival we heard 

a nightjar ‘churring’ at 21.45 hours. We walked 

towards its call which was coming from trees lining 

the edge of the heath. As I mentioned in a previous 

‘Nature Notes’, if you wave a white handkerchief 

you will attract curiosity. Lin duly waved a hanky 

and within minutes the bird emerged from cover and 

flew along the tree line. 

 

Seven of us strolled up towards Bidwell to record our 

local glow worm population from 22.00 hours on 10
th
 

July and saw 25. Other locals have been up to see our 
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Painted Lady larva on Spear Thistle – 
Hulk Lane 

currently only known local population and counted 

30. 

 

On 17
th
 July my daughter Ro took our usual walk 

alone and was very surprised to see a harvest mouse 

at the side of the road clinging to a grass stalk by its 

prehensile tail. The mouse dropped to the ground and 

ran into the herbage. The harvest mouse is listed as a 

Biodiversity Action Plan species because they are 

thought to have become much scarcer in recent years. 

Ro didn’t have time to react to take a picture but she 

sent a record of her sighting to Devon Biodiversity 

Records Centre.  

 

I happened to be digging a hole in the garden to put 

in a dogwood plant and spotted a small piece of 

worked flint. This now joins the flint arrowhead I 

dug up in the garden in the 1990’s. 

 

Painted ladies were still on the wing from the 

Continental influx in June and then on 28
th
 July there 

was a mass influx of painted ladies in off the 

Northumberland coast with hundreds in all local 

gardens, as reported to the Atropos website. This was 

the beginning of the second Continental influx this 

year. 

 

August 

On 2
nd

 August the influx of 

painted lady butterflies hit the 

West Country with reports 

from Somerset and Cornwall. 

Painted lady larvae have been 

found locally on spear thistle 

Cirsium vulgare and Scotch 

thistle Onopordum 

acanthium, the first one 

actually spotted on 23
rd

 July 

but several more found at the 

beginning of August. These 

are the progeny of the first 

painted lady 

influx in 

June.  

 

Our evening walks continued and Ro came face to 

face with a roe deer buck the other side of a field 

gate. Both were surprised to see each other! Later 

that evening I joined her for a walk and we came 

across a young vole scuttling across the lane. Ro bent 

down to take its picture and astonishingly it came 

over to her foot and climbed up onto her shoe-

whatever next! 

 

In the garden I noticed an interesting large hoverfly 

nectaring on bramble flowers. It was a male hornet 

hoverfly Volucella zonaria. Almost a week later I 

found a female hornet hoverfly in the same place. 

She really did look like a hornet whereas I think the 

male looks more like a bee. Hornet hoverflies are 

harmless but use their mimicry to avoid predation. 

Their larvae live inside wasps’ nests where they 

thrive on debris within the nest keeping it clean and 

are not harmed by the wasps. 

 

A to Z  Owls - The Barn Owl 

There are five owl species classified as resident birds 

in Britain, Barn Owl, Tawny Owl, Little Owl, Short-

eared Owl and Long-eared Owl. There is a bit of a 

debate at present as to whether the Eagle Owl can 

also be classified as resident. I am concentrating on 

the three species we have locally starting with the 

barn owl. 

The barn owls sandy brown wings, top of head and 

back, white heart shape face, white breast and legs 

make this bird unmistakable. It hunts from dusk and 

through the night and by day when feeding young 

and when food is scarce in winter. Occasionally it is 

disturbed from its daytime roost such as at harvest 

time when hay and straw are being stored away. It is 

then by day you may spot a barn owl perched in a 

tree. There must be several barn owls around 

Thorverton using old buildings and trees to nest and 

rear young but I know none of these current secret 

locations. I remember back in the 1980s when 

walking home at night, I would hear a barn owl 

hissing from one of the old barns surrounding Canns 

Farm (now Raddon House) where the owl was 

breeding. There is a very old oak tree on the outskirts 

of Thorverton where it is said a barn owl lives but I 

don’t know for sure. 

 

Last Words 

 ‘Moth Nights’ takes place from 26
th
 to 28

th
 

September and the theme this year is based on a moth 

called the Clifden Nonpareil Catocala fraxini and 

migrants. This moth is a member of the Underwing 

family. Underwings are large moths and the one most 

common to us is the red underwing whose hind 

wings are bright red and black. The Clifden 

Nonpareil is most unusual in having blue and black 

hind wings. It is an immigrant but is now breeding in 

Dorset. Its foodplant is Aspen Populus tremula and 

other members of the poplar family. I was fortunate 

to attract to my moth trap my first ever and very tatty 

Clifden Nonpareil on 14
th
 October last year. Weather 

permitting I will be putting out my moth trap on the 

three nights of ‘Moth Nights’. 

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

Hulk Lane Butterflies 
On a sunny morning in late July, Jenny Garne and I 

walked around Hulk Lane to count and record the 

butterflies as part of the 2019 Big Butterfly Count. 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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During the 15’ time slot we recorded the following;  

2 small white, 11 gatekeepers, 2 meadow brown, 1 

peacock, 2 speckled wood, and Jenny spotted the 

larvae of the painted lady on thistle. We also 

recorded the following moths: Cinnabar larvae on 

Ragwort, Mother of Pearl and  single dotted wave. 

 

On our way around, besides enjoying the fabulous 

views along part of the lane, we saw dragonflies and 

damselflies and heard amongst other birds, goldfinch, 

black cap and a group of long tailed tits. 

 

Earlier in the season I have seen large skipper 

butterfly and at another time the beautiful Jersey 

Tiger moth. 

 

What a lovely walk this is from the village, thanks to 

the people who organised the reopening of the lane, 

hopefully in perpetuity.  

Lin Balkwill 
 

TARTS News  

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

 
 

 

Recent walks; 

Saturday 6
th
 June  

Mike led us on a 5 mile linear walk from Ashleigh to 

Bickleigh via Little Silver. Although this was local it 

wasn’t a walk that any of us had done before. 

Meeting at the slightly earlier time of 09.15, eight of 

us set off to park at Bickleigh and catch the bus to 

Ashley. We walked along a quiet lane before picking 

up a footpath taking us along a sunken lane and out 

across fields of wheat. The weather was warm and 

sunny and the views over the far reaching 

countryside were superb. Passing through a field of 

very curious cows with some trepidation, we stopped 

for coffee at the top of a rise and admired the views 

over the Dart Valley as Mike passed round his 

customary chocolate biscuits! 

 

Following the footpath along the edge of a field, the 

path appeared to disappear through the hedge in the 

corner. On closer inspection there was in fact a 

kissing gate set deep into the undergrowth – the most 

concealed gateway that any of us have seen. It was 

highly amusing to battle through the foliage like 

jungle explorers! 

 

Heading down the valley to emerge onto a lane we 

saw a fine example of a wooden milk churn stand at 

the farm entrance. As we approached Little Silver we 

were intrigued by a farmhouse with what appeared to 

be an old folly in the back garden, but stranger still to 

see a genuine canon above the first floor pointing out 

over the adjacent fields! We were all hoping that the 

occupants might notice us looking and come out and 

tell us about it, but it was not to be so remains a 

mystery.  

 

Walking on a short way we came across an open 

field with square bales of hay dotted all around. We 

decided to take advantage of it for an ideal lunch 

stop, perched on the bales. The final part of the walk 

was an easy amble along the footpath next to the 

river Dart to Bickleigh Bridge and the car park. We 

took advantage of the sunshine to sit in the garden at 

Bickleigh Mill and enjoy some well earned 

refreshment. 

 

On Saturday 20
th
 July Jenny led a walk starting from 

Trinity Hill Nature Reserve near Honiton. A 5 mile 

circuit taking in a variety of terrain; heath land, 

woodland, some farm tracks and quiet lanes. We set 

off across the gorgeous heath land of the nature 

reserve, before our route took us along a bridal path 

skirting a plantation interestingly named as ‘Sir 

Harry Hill plantation’! This brought us out onto the 

most delightful section along an old green lane 

bordered by beautiful gnarled old beech trees. 

Strolling along the edge of the quiet woodland in the 

height of summer the trees provided welcome shade 

from the heat of the sun. Joining a quiet lane and 

coming across a small arched wooden doorway in a 

wall marked ‘Heatherlands’ we couldn’t resist the 

opportunity to have Heather pose for a photo! 

Approaching Wadley Hill we also had a superb view 

of Callington Viaduct. 

 

Emerging into a large field we decided to stop for 

lunch and enjoy the sunshine. Jenny surprised us by 

bringing chocolate biscuits in the absence of Mike – 

thank you Jenny. 

 

After a leisurely lunch we headed up through 

Uplyme Pinetum where the more keen earred of us 
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were treated to the sound of a green woodpecker. 

Skirting the edge of Woodhouse Hill and Hoyton Hill 

we arrived back at the edge of Trinity Hill reserve. 

We decided to take the long route anti clockwise to 

take in the whole of the parameter of the reserve and 

to bring us back to the cars.  

 

Saturday 10
th
 August Mike led us on a 7 mile circuit 

starting from Merrivale. The weather forecast had 

been slightly daunting for most of the week but as it 

turned out, once we had parked up and set off the 

weather had improved vastly, and although the 

showers were certainly power showers when they 

came, they were interspersed with sections of very 

warm sunshine. Leaving Merrivale and heading 

along the Walkham Valley we soon crossed the 

Grimstone and Saltridge Leat into the expanse of the 

moor. The leat is one of the few functional leats over 

500 years old still in existence and use on Dartmoor, 

and takes its water from the river Walkham. We 

passed Vixen Tor with its distinctive tall pillar of 

granite, and commiserated over not being allowed to 

get to it, the owners since 2003 not allowing any 

access to it. 

 

Striding out across open moorland we had fantastic 

views of the surrounding area, including Great Staple 

Tor and Cox Tor. On reaching a path up to Pew Tor 

the majority decided to plump for the optional side 

trail to the tor where we sought shelter from the 

elements to have some coffee. The sun came out just 

as Mike passed round his chocolate biscuits. 

 

After coffee we made for the church at Sampford 

Spinney where we sought refuge for lunch. The first 

record of a place of worship on the site is 1257, when 

it was thought to be a chapel to the Manor. The north 

transept contains a medieval carved head, piscina and  

canopied tomb. The porch, south aisle and tower 

were added in the 16
th
 century, and the granite font 

dates from this time. The chapel in the south aisle has 

a beautiful carved wooden reredos.  

 

From Ward bridge we had the only real bit of testing 

uphill, buy were rewarded at the top with a plentiful 

crop of blackberries in the quiet hedgerow. Passing 

through dwarf oaks and past the almost concealed 

Hucken Tor we were soon back at the cars we 

stopped for a drink and a snack at the Dartmoor Inn. 

The pub is only open a few hours a week, a little 

more in summer, but the landlord was incredibly 

friendly and jovial, and even stayed open later for us.  

 

 

Future Walks: 

No dates planned at present but there is a planning 

meeting next Wednesday,28th August, at 8.15 in the 

Exeter Inn. Look out for future walks in the Post 

Office and next month’s Focus.` 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 

 

 

School Report 
Over the last 12 months the Exe Valley Federation of 

schools, including Thorverton C of E School, has 

been working with Silverton C of E School in a 

collaborative partnership. Following consultation 

with stakeholders from both organisations, the 

governors agreed unanimously to expand the 

federation from 1
st
 September 2019 to include 

Silverton. The Chairs of Governors from both sides 

are delighted that the successful collaboration that 

has taken place this year will continue into the future.  

Over the last nine years the educational landscape 

had changed significantly as successive Secretaries 

of State for Education have sought to give schools 

greater autonomy to work together to learn from each 

other. Up until fairly recently, the department has 

been advocating Academy Trusts as the best way of 

doing this. Academies are funded directly by the DfE 

and accountable to Regional Schools Commissioners 

for the standards of education in their schools. 

Recently however, the message coming from 

Whitehall has changed subtly to encouraging schools 

to work together to secure school improvement in 

collaborative partnerships. This means that 

federations like ours are being recognised as a 

valuable way of working and that as long as schools 

can show that they are sharing ideas and finding 

solutions to problems within their own organisations, 

then they are viable alternatives to academies or 

Multi-Academy Trusts. MATs comprise a group of 

schools working together outside the control of the 

local authority. 

 

The Exe Valley Federation was formed in 2012 

between Thorverton C of E School, Newton St Cyres 

and Cheriton Fitzpaine and each school had a Head 

of Teaching and Learning, with an Executive 

Headteacher overseeing the three schools at a 

strategic level. The current EHT, John Jolliffe, joined 

the federation in January 2016 and works alongside 
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the Heads of School, who are responsible for the 

everyday running of the schools. At Thorverton this 

important role is fulfilled by Mrs Sarah Parkes, who 

also teaches the oldest children for two days each 

week. In September 2017, Brampford Speke C of E 

School joined the federation and a new Head of 

School, Ed Nichols, was appointed there from 

January 2018. Ed has already made a significant 

impact on the school, focusing on making the best 

use of the outdoor learning areas and developing the 

Christian ethos of the school. During this year, the 

three Church Schools in the partnership [including 

Silverton] have been working together on promoting 

the Christian heritage of each school and ensuring 

that each one is distinctive in its outworking of 

Christian vision and values.  

 

Bringing Silverton on board from September 

strengthens the federation and makes its long term 

future more secure. All schools have faced 

significant financial challenges in the last five years 

and have had to make cuts to staffing and 

opportunities for children. However, by working 

together, the five schools can make savings and work 

more efficiently as work is not repeated five times 

over but can be done once and shared. In addition to 

this, we see the following benefits of the federation: 

• Shared set of educational values 

• Common vision and desire to achieve the 

best possible outcomes 

• Recognition of the importance of the unique 

nature of each school and the Church 

Schools’ heritage  

• Commitment to working within the existing 

structure of overall leadership and local 

management 

• Recognition of the balance of consistency 

with individuality  

• A robust approach to school self-evaluation 

and realistic matching of expertise and needs 

• Financially sustainable organisation for the 

future 

 

The learning and well-being of the children in all the 

schools is at the heat of everything that we do and 

there are also significant advantages for children of 

working together: 

• Opportunities to participate in joint sporting, 

music outdoor learning and arts events 

• Opportunities to work with similar interest 

groups, both academic and social 

• Shared residential visits from Year 3 to Year 

6 at a range of venues 

• Enhanced transition to secondary school 

through working as part of a larger group of 

children  

 

In addition, the Exe Valley Federation staff have also 

found the following advantages of working together: 

• Shared continuing professional development 

opportunities  

• Opportunities to share good practice and 

build knowledge and expertise 

• Career development opportunities within the 

Federation 

• Developing middle leadership experience 

across schools 

• Developing effectiveness of preschools and 

enhancing transition to Reception 

• Effective moderation and monitoring through 

shared understanding 

 

Mr John Jolliffe, the Executive Headteacher, will 

spend a part of his time each week at Silverton. He is 

currently committed to spending at least a day each 

week in the four schools. This includes leading 

assemblies, attending school events and teaching for 

one afternoon each week.  Mrs Adnams will become 

the Head of School at Silverton but will retain a high 

level of autonomy, the same as the level of 

responsibility held by the other Heads of School in 

the federation.  

 

From the 1
st
 September, the federation will have one 

governing board composed of representatives from 

each school community. In line with the School 

Governance (Constitution and Federations) 

(England) (amendment) Regulations 2016, the 

proposed governing board will comprise: 

• 2 Parent Governors 

• 1 Staff Governor 

• 1 Executive Headteacher 

• 1 Local Authority Governor 

• 3 Foundation Governors (including Ex-

officio) 

• 5 Co-opted Governors 

 

Each school within the federation has two or three 

‘home school’ governors who lead Learning Walks 

and spends time in their school to get to know the 

staff and children there. The election of parent and 

staff governors is taking place now in anticipation of 

the new federation starting on the 1
st
 September 

2019.  

 

The expansion to include Silverton gives a great 

opportunity for collaborative working across five 

local schools. It also means that children from the 

five communities will have opportunities to work 

together on shared learning projects and develop the 

skills and attributes that they will need to prepare 

them for the next exciting stage of their learning 

journey.  

 

John Jolliffe 
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Churches in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

Cadbury Church 

 

Saturday 14
th
 September would be a particularly 

good day to visit, being Devon Historic Open 

Churches Day for 2019. My reconnaissance visit 

was on one lovely Tuesday morning in July when I 

was pleasantly surprised to find Cadbury Church 

open. As with the other churches of the Netherexe 

Parishes that I have covered already, there is an 

informative guide produced by Brian Please, from 

which I have drawn much of the material here. 

 

The present church, built of local stone, is mainly 

of 15
th
 century origin, although there must have 

been an earlier church because the church was 

given to the Priory of St Nicholas in Exeter in 

1163 and there is record of Everard as vicar of 

Cadbury 1244.  The church was extensively restored in the mid-19
th
 century. 

 

There are several lovely stained glass windows in the church, depicting the Three 

Marys; St Michael and the Dragon; the Transfiguration; the Wounded Christ; Christ in 

Majesty; Suffer Little Children; Four Angels; the Resurrection; and the Good 

Shepherd.  The Wounded Christ (pictured left) has Christ in a white vestment under a 

purple robe, with his head framed by a crown of thorns below a gold halo.  Christ is 

standing with his arms uplifted to show his palms and with eight red ribbons radiating 

from his wounds.  This was the work of “the Cadbury Master” in the 15
th
 century, so it 

is remarkable that it survives.  A very similar window is at Doddiscombsleigh, where 

the two side lights are intact, but the central figure of Christ there is a modern 

replication. 

 

While I did not see them on my visit, I understand that the bells are very fine, with the 

oldest of them having been cast in the mid-15
th
 century.  The treble bell was cast in 

1905 to celebrate the Reverend F J Coleridge’s fiftieth anniversary as vicar. A plaque 

in the belfry commemorates the Reverend 

Coleridge with the words: 

 

"For fifty years the faithful pastor trod 

The village byways and the house of 

God; 

In one the Master's Holy Lessons 

taught, 

And to the other his example 

brought."  

 

The Norman font (pictured right) is 

interesting.  It is made of volcanic trap 

and has a 12
th
 century square bowl 

with a hexagonal cover and a 

scalloped base set on a round stem.  

Apparently, the font was rescued from 

a ditch in the churchyard. 

 

The lectern (pictured left) is unusual.  It is a richly carved double-sided desk 

made in the 17
th
 century and brought to Cadbury from Ottery St Mary (with 

which parish the Coleridges had connections). 



Focus on Thorverton  33         Vol 50 No 8 – September 2019 

 

  

To the north of the chancel are the Fursdon pews and tombstones.  These include floor tombstones to three George 

Fursdons, who each died between 1610 and 1643, the last while fighting for the Royalists at Lyme Regis. However, 

the coat of arms on the tombstone is of the Lovells because George Fursdon’s wife was Grace Lovell of Cheriton 

Fitzpaine.  The Fursdons, of course, continue their strong presence in the parish, as landowners at Fursdon House 

just a short distance from the church, with David being the Lord Lieutenant of Devon.  The family has worshipped 

at Cadbury Church since the 13
th
 century. 

 

There is much of interest in this church, which is rich.  It is well worth a visit. 

 

 

Neville Lane

 

Adverts 
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
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Logs For Sale 

 

 £80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

 

 

 

 
Hoopcott Dog Walking 

 

Local reliable, honest, trustworthy, DBS 

checked, Insured and Canine first Aid 

trained Dog walker covering Stoke Canon, 

Rewe, Huxham, Thorverton, Upexe and 

Silverton. 

Offering Daily, weekly or one off dog walks. 

Puppy, Cat and small animal visits. House 

sitting, Pet sitting and pet taxi service. 

For further information 0754 651 4854  

Email hoopcottdog@btinternet.com or 

Facebook. 

 

mailto:hoopcottdog@btinternet.com
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 or 
0797 617 5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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    M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs.  
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust            Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. 

        Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                          planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.                   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                               Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117  

               Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372 -  
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450.                    
                                     Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768.  r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            

Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             
                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      9.00 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.15 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm.    

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries  
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 
 

Flu Clinics 2019: Saturdays 5th & 26th October 9am - 12pm 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Annabel 
Lumley 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 
*emergencies only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment if you 
prefer. Please request this from reception when you telephone. 

 
Surgery hours:    Monday - Thurs.  08:30 - 18:00 
   Friday  08:30 - 17:00 
 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00 There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions 
may be 
   Friday  08.30 - 17:00 collected all through the day. 

 
Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 
On-line appointment booking   

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2019 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

September 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
    September 9

th
 and 23

rd
  

October 14
th
 and 28

th
     October 7

th
 and 21

st
  

  

Mobile Library 
Every fourth Thursday in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in September 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48 

Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach service 55B:  

 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

07.55, 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service), 18.21.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45. 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.28 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 07.30, 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.57, 11.57, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2019 
 

Please notify the Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tues 3
rd

 WI meeting, Games evening, WI Hut 7.30pm 

Tues 3
rd

  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Wed 4
th
  Thorverton Climate Action Group inaugural meeting, Memorial Hall, 7pm 

Fri 6
th
  Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Sat 7
th 

Thorfest, Memorial Hall, 12 noon-12 midnight 

Sat 7
th
-Sun 22

nd
    Devon Open Studios, including at the Threshing Barn (see page 7 for opening details) 

Fri 13
th
 Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15-3.15pm 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Wed 18
th
 – Sat 28

th
 Thorverton Community Archaeology Project excavations 

Fri 20
th
  TMH Cinema, Fisherman’s Friends, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 21
st
  Churchyard Tidy-up, Parish Church, from 10.00am 

Fri 27
th
 Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15-3.15pm 

Fri 27
th
 History Society, Derek Gore – The Vikings in the West Country, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 28
th
 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sat 28
th
 Millennium Green Maintenance Day, Millennium Green field, from 10.00am  

Sat 28
th
 Thorverton Community Archaeology Project Open Day 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 4
th
  Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Tues 8
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 11
th
 Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15-3.15pm 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Fri 20
th
  TMH Cinema, Rocket Man, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 25
th
 Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms snug, 2.15-3.15pm 

Fri 25
th
 History Society, Brian Please – Mining at Newton St Cyres, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 26
th
 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 1
st
  Family Halloween Party, Memorial Hall 

Sat 9
th
  Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Tues 12
th
 Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 15
th
  TMH Cinema, Red Joan, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Bill Horner – Rural settlement in Roman Devon, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 23
rd

 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sat 30
th
 Christmas Barn Dance, Memorial Hall 

 

DECEMBER 

Sun 1
st
  Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Fri 20
th
  TMH Cinema, Blinded by the Light, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 21
st
  WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

  

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Fun Day 

Thorverton Memorial Hall FUN DAY! 
 

Photos by Mike Baldwin 


