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Editorial 
 

Thank you for buying this edition of Focus – or if 

you are reading someone else’s copy, thank you 

anyway, but do consider buying your own next 

month.  I think that you will agree that 50p is a small 

price to pay for 64 pages packed with information 

and interesting articles.  We are very lucky to have 

contributors prepared to write regular articles to give 

the magazine that little extra interest that is missing 

in so many other village magazines. Rob Purvis has 

written an article this month, giving computer tips. 

Please let me (or Rob) know if you would like this to 

become a regular feature. 

 

I am very pleased to note that the new teams at the 

Berry Dairy and at the Thorverton Arms appear to 

have quickly found their feet.  I am sure that villagers 

will do our best to support them.  I saw a notice 

recently – I think that it was in a shop in Crediton or 

Tiverton (yes, I do sometimes shop in these towns) - 

to the effect that if every person who made nice 

comments about the work on sale bought just a card, 

then the shop would be thriving. 

 

Did you enjoy the archaeological survey?  I have to 

admit that I didn’t particularly enjoy two days on my 

hands and knees scraping about in the soil.  However, 

what was great was the engagement within the 

community: people were talking to others who they 

had probably seen often enough but had rarely shared 

conversations with.  I thought that this aspect of the 

dig made it very worthwhile, and for some there was 

the added joy of finding prehistoric artefacts – not 

that I found anything. 

 

I have enjoyed the chutney and wine making season 

and will soon be into my soup making mode and then 

marmalade.  There are so many things that we can 

make cheaply and simply, which can be really 

nourishing.  It would be good to start a series in 

Focus of ideas on great things to make for very little 

expense (although I accept that this may be a rather 

contradictory idea given what I have just said about 

supporting the shop!).  Would anyone like to 

contribute seasonal ideas for that? 

 

I have noted on page 26 that there will be no Focus 

in January.  This is experimental, but the plan is that 

we would still have eleven editions a year, printing a 

separate August edition which we have not 

previously done, or at least not for 40 or more years.  

This will mean that if anyone wants to advertise an 

event taking place in January or early-February, they 

really will need to get me details in time to go into 

the December edition, the official deadline for which 

will be 20
th
 November. 

 

. 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor  
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Letters 
From Barrie Phillips, School Lane 

 

Energy4All 

I read with interest the report on the Climate Action 

Group Meeting in October Focus. Having been 

professionally involved in renewable energy projects 

over 40 years I can advise there is little need to look 

to mainland-Europe for guidance on community-

based renewable energy. 

 

Baywind Energy Co-operative was founded in 1996 

in Cumbria and following a successful share offer the 

local community with support from 

environmentalists from further afield purchased two 

wind turbines on a six turbine site. In 2002 it formed 

Energy4All to promote its successful business model 

for other communities. We now have 26 independent 

UK renewable energy co-operatives in the family. 

 

With 40% of Europe’s wind resource and a pro-

renewables policy the UK wind industry is growing 

its share of our energy mix on an almost daily basis. 

For the latest news from around the world go to 

renewablesnow.com. 

 

 

From Tina Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm 

 

I congratulate Mr Spivey on taking the initiative and 

forming a climate change group. However, I am 

offended by the statement that we should persuade 

schools to go vegetarian.  There are no real facts to 

say that animals are detrimental to the climate!  

 

It’s the very intensive indoor reared meat systems 

that are cause for concern. The vast majority of 

British meat does not fall into that category. Do the 

climate change group want to see no more animals? 

and all unploughable ground return to impenetrable 

scrub land? The subject of climate change is a 

complex one with no easy answers; but fossil fuels 

are very high on the list of what causes the damage.  

 

The carbon cost of growing soya, (does not grow in 

UK)  transporting soya and then processing soya into 

a plant based protein for human consumption, is huge 

compared to the small amount of corn that is fed to 

animals for meat in the UK. We should be very 

grateful we have the wealth to choose what type of 

protein we eat, when others in this world are dying of 

starvation each day.  

 

There are some in this parish who have indulged in a 

lot of globetrotting, they should be comforted that 

farmers grow enough carbon absorbing plants to help 

reverse their carbon foot-print. There are others in 

this parish who have barely set foot outside the 

county let alone the country, they are the ones that 

are making the difference, meat eaters or not! As I 

say a complex subject, and yes we could all do more 

of the.....reduce...re-use .. and recycle. 

 

I should point out that the list of suggestions in 

October’s Focus (pages 15-16) were actually a 

compilation from the first Thorverton Climate Action 

Group, and so did not necessarily represent John 

Spivey’s views.   The meeting of the Climate Action 

Group on 6 November has as its discussion topic 

“Sustainable Farming and the Environment”, which 

should give the opportunity for discussion on what is 

a complex matter - Ed. 

 

 

From Peter and Eileen Mason 

 

We would like to thank everyone who offered help 

and support when Peter became so ill. 

 

Thank you for the letters, cards and phone calls, for 

your good wishes and prayers. We feel very lucky to 

be part of such a caring community. 

 

 

 

From Dorothy Folland's family 

 

We would like to thank all those who attended the 

service of celebration, at Thorverton Baptist Church, 

for the life of Dorothy Folland, and for the very kind 

messages of sympathy.  Special thanks for the 

donations given in her memory. 

 

The following is an edited version of the tribute to 

Dorothy Folland given by Revd Maurice Harrison at 

the service of celebration for Dorothy’s life, held at 

the Baptist Chapel on Tuesday, 15
th
 October, 2019 

 

Dorothy Mary Folland 

 

Dorothy Mary Folland was born in 1923 at Meeth, in 

North  Devon, the third child of William and Bessie 

Piper, and had an older brother and two sisters.  She 

lived in a small cottage called Wells Cottage and 

went to the village school until it closed when she 

was eleven and then to a newly built school in 

Hatherleigh where the children were taken in by 

school bus.  She left school at the age of 14 and 

worked as a domestic.  When she was 18, during the 

war, she went to Exminster Hospital, where the 

military authorities had taken over ten wards, and 

worked as a Red Cross nurse. 
 

She was just over 20 when, in June 1943, she married 

her beloved Herbert, also from North Devon.  

Herbert was part of Air Crew and flew with Bomber 

Command.  One day, Dorothy received the 
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frightening news that her husband had been shot 

down over Berlin and was reported missing.  

Barbara, the first child, was ten days old at the time.  

It took some five months before they learned that 

Herbert had survived and was being held as a 

prisoner of war.  From that very happy and devoted 

union came three children, six grandchildren and ten 

great grandchildren. 
 

Dorothy was a village treasure.  For more than 

seventy years she was at the heart of village life and 

active in various institutions such as the WI.  

Everybody knew her and loved her. She was always 

a very elegant lady, well dressed and invariably 

keeping a weekly appointment with the hairdresser.  

But more than that, Dorothy had a lovely 

personality.  She was probably the most positive 

person I have ever known.  Always cheerful, ready at 

all times to look on the bright side of things, never 

anything but appreciative about people and 

situations, with not a single negative bone in her 

body. 
 

Of course, I knew her best as a faithful member of 

our Baptist Chapel here, a pillar of the Church.  What 

a wonderfully loyal and committed Christian she 

was.  So active in her earlier years with the various 

ministries of the chapel, such as cooking meals in the 

little kitchen behind me, and in more recent years 

always an encouragement by her regular attendance 

at worship services. 
 

Dorothy was, quite simply, always present, always 

reliable. She would sit on the back row under the 

balcony, with Herbert, and in more recent years, 

following her husband’s death, a few rows forward. 

The Christian gospel teaches us that what counts for 

God above all else is not worldly wealth or 

possessions or success or influence, but faithfulness.  

Dorothy was faithful.   
 

As Christians we have various ways of referring to 

those who have died.  We may say they have gone 

before, or gone to be with the Lord or, as Salvation 

Army members have it, been promoted to Glory. The 

bible doesn’t give us many details of what heaven is 

like but it does give a few hints.  Jesus told his 

disciples he was going to prepare a place for them so 

that where he was they might be also.  That teaches 

us that heaven, the future life for the believer, means 

the presence of Jesus.  It also explains why St Paul, 

while grappling with the dilemma of whether he 

would be better off on earth or in heaven, talks of 

‘being with Christ, which is far better.’  And that is 

where Dorothy is today.   
 

I have no doubt she has been welcomed by her 

Saviour with the words, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant.  Enter into the joy of your Lord.’  

And what a consolation that should be to family and 

friends who mourn her loss.  She is with Christ, 

which is far better. 
 

Just now I spoke of the engaging personality of 

Dorothy.  She was the embodiment of the words of 

Jesus, who said, ‘Let your light so shine before men 

that they (that is people on the outside) may see your 

good works and glorify your Father who is in 

heaven.’  Dorothy was a shining light in our 

community.  That was no doubt in part because of 

her birth and upbringing and nature.  But it was also 

due to the work of God’s Holy Spirit within her, what 

the bible calls the fruit of the Spirit.   
 

Dorothy was a deeply spiritual person whose habit it 

was to read her bible and to pray every day.  That 

gave extra depth and warmth to her whole outlook.  

What an example she leaves us.  We all feel 

privileged and humbled to have known such a ‘salt of 

the earth’ personality.  She will be a hard act to 

follow. 

 

 

 

Devon Carers 

 

You are a carer if you provide unpaid support to a 

family member or friend who needs help because 

they are ill, frail, disabled or have a mental health or 

substance misuse problem. 

 

Devon Carers is a free service aimed at providing 

support to carers.  They may be able to help carers, 

for example through an alert card, emergency 

planning, training or just discussing and responding 

to your needs.   

 

For more information please contact Devon Carers 

on 03456 434 435, or by email to  

info@devoncarers.org.uk, or visit their website: 

www.devoncarers.org.uk. 

 

21
st
 November is National Carers’ Rights Day.  So, if 

you are a carer, November is a good month to take 

the first step and contact Devon Carers.  

 

 

mailto:info@devoncarers.org.uk
http://www.devoncarers.org.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council  

meeting held in October 2019. The latest meeting  

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane  

and on the website.  The next meeting will take place on  

12
th

 November 2019, 7.30pm, Thorverton Memorial Hall.   
thorvertonpc@gmail.com www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

Community Archaeological Dig (new Cemetery) 

I am very pleased to be able to report that the two week ‘dig’ was a great success and that over 300 members of the 

public managed to take part. Some interesting artefacts were found, including some very old pottery, and a full 

report on the event will be available in due course. The next step, regarding the new Cemetery, is to investigate 

planning permission which is now being addressed.  

 

Climate Emergency 

An electric car charging point for the Quarry Car Park, together with a disabled space, would be looked into further 

and more information on these points will be reported in a future edition of Focus. Following a review of ideas 

from the recent climate change public meeting it was agreed that the Climate Emergency Group should be asked to 

investigate further a community ‘share shop’ and a ‘communal compost bin’.   

     

New Parish Handyman 

Neville Matthews, our new Parish Handyman, has been given a list of duties to see to which includes investigating 

how to weatherproof the communal notice board in School Lane, replacing the drain pipe from the garages into the 

water butts at the allotments, cutting back the overhanging tree along The Glebe footpath and repairing the stone 

wall mortar work in the stream by Jubilee Green. Colin will continue to spray the village cobbles until further 

notice. If you know of anything around the parish that needs Handyman attention please let me know. 

  

Satisfaction Survey  

The Parish Council agreed a Satisfaction Survey - ‘Help Us To Help You’ - with the aim of enabling parishioners 

to very easily provide valuable feedback to the Council on how it is doing against expectations. You can find a 

copy of this document, together with ‘The Aims of Thorverton Parish Council’ on the website at 

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk or, you can use the survey on the following page in this Focus, or you can 

contact Alison Marshall for a copy on thorvertonpc@gmail.com or 01392 861228.  

 

Christmas trees  

I am delighted to be report that the Parish Council will be purchasing trees for both the Memorial Hall field and the 

Jubilee Green again this year. A working party to collect, erect, decorate and dismantle the trees will be arranged at 

the November Parish Council meeting. If you are able to help please let me know.   

 

Planning Applications and Decisions:  

19/01527/MARM Revised. Reserved matters for the erection of 16 dwellings following Outline approval 

17/00878/MOUT land south of Broadlands, Thorverton. Following a review of the plans it was resolved to 

submit the following ‘neutral’ response: Thorverton Parish Council requests that 1) sight sections are provided to 

show any impact on neighbouring properties at Broadlands, and in particular for plots 15 and 16, as documents are 

currently not available.  2) The parking spaces be numbered on the site plan for clarity, and to evidence the 30 

spaces indicated. 3) The soft landscape scheme be submitted as no documents are currently available. 4) All those 

applicable are made aware that the road at the entrance of the site, towards The Glebe, is prone to flooding and so 

no additional water should be allowed to run off from the site to exacerbate the current situation. 5) Details of 

external property and street lighting be provided as none is currently available. 6) Greater detail of how the 

properties will be sustainable is provided. 7) Building materials suggested be reviewed as they do not appear to 

reflect the local vernacular, which should be addressed. 
19/01047/FULL Revised. Creation of a new field entrance at Thatchers Lane, Thorverton.  ‘No comment’.  

19/01336/CAT Reduce the crowns of 1 Ash and 1 Holly tree at 2 Silver Street, Thorverton. No objection. Noted. 

 

  

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Council Survey 

 

Help us to help you 
 

Thorverton Parish Council would like to receive feedback from parishioners about how well they feel that the 

Council is serving the community.  This will be through the following short survey which the Parish Council 

intends to run annually, each November.  Analysis of the results should help the Council to see where it needs to 

improve and also to see how its impact is perceived. 

  

Knowing Us 

  Yes Maybe No 

1. Do you know the names of three or more parish councillors? 

 

   

2. Do you know what the parish council is responsible for? 

 

   

3. Do you know what any of the council’s priorities are? 

 

   

  

Approaching Us 

  Yes Maybe/OK No 

4. If you wanted to ask the parish council about something would 

you know who to approach? 

   

5. Have you had any contact with the parish council over the last 

year? 

   

6. If you did have contact with the parish council, were you happy 

that the matter was dealt with well? 

   

 

Assessing Us 

  Very 

good 

Good Acceptable Poor 

7. How would you describe the service that the parish council has 

provided over the past year? 

    

8. How would you describe the quality and quantity of 

information from the parish council? 

    

 

Any comments? – Please use the space below to make any comments, in particular improvements that you would 

like to see from the parish council. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return this form to Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU or by email 

to thorvertonpc@gmail.com, by 30 November 2019.  Feedback will be treated anonymously. 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Thorverton Memorial 
Hall 
 

Thanks very much to everyone for 

supporting the TMH Cinema last 

month by coming along to enjoy Rocketman  – we’ve 

been very encouraged by all the positive feedback. 

With this level of support TMH Cinema nights will 

continue on the third Friday of each month – we can 

promise a great film and real social event. The bar is 

open before and after the film and ice creams and, 

from next month, teas and coffees will also be 

available and we can now take payment by card. 

The next film night is Friday 15 November 

showing Red Joan, inspired by an extraordinary 

true story with Judy Dench giving a deft 

performance as an OAP Soviet spy. We look 

forward to seeing you there.  

 

More excitements to come 
There are some great events to enjoy over the coming 

weeks and months, including: 

 

Family Halloween Party   Friday 1 November 

Saturday Market, Big Breakfast & CRAFT 

FAIR  Saturday 9 November from 9.30am – 2.00pm 

The market will start as usual at 9.30.  The normal 

market stalls will be combined with additional craft 

stalls of wood designs, jewellery, knitwear and other 

craft items. In addition to the big breakfast, morning 

snacks and light lunches will be available. The craft 

market will continue until 2.00pm.  

Anyone wishing to book a craft stall please ‘phone 

Steph Shelton (01392 861027 or Sarah Addicott 

(01392 860818). 

  

This year we are offering something different for 

the annual dance: 
Christmas Barn Dance on Saturday 30 November. 

Come and join us for a night of hilarious fun with 

great music guaranteed from Nick Scott & Friends. 

Nick is a well-known local musician and one of the 

finest exponents on the uillean (Irish) pipes having 

toured throughout Europe and the USA with ‘Last 

Night’s Fun’. His fellow band members for the night 

are also fantastic musicians and the experienced 

caller will be on hand to help everyone to feel and 

ease and join in the fun. The bar will be open which 

may help. Tickets are £10 per person on the door and 

pasties will be available. 

 

Tree Lighting Ceremony Sunday 1 December 

5.30pm followed by Childrens’ Disco the event that 

signals Christmas is on its way. 

Christmas Bingo   Wednesday 11 December, door 

opens 7pm, eyes down 7.30 - come along and join in 

the fun and you may go home with a prize. 

 

Regular events in the hall 
As you may know, in addition to the above, the hall 

is regularly used by a number of groups throughout 

the week including those listed below. If you are 

thinking of going along to something for the first 

time do call the contact listed if you’d like to check 

the details. 

 

Pilates       
Monday evenings 6.30-7.30pm, Helen Gill 

at: helengill1953@gmail.com 07582 862626. 

  

Tuesday morning 10-11am, contact Alice 

Weekes aliceweekes25@gmail.com  07860 644544. 

  

Children’s Dance    Wednesday 3.30-6pm   Contact 

Sue Blackmuir 01392 276174 / 07581 

086989 sueballet@hotmail.co.uk 

  

Baby and Toddler Group    Thursday 9.30-11am 

 Contact Alexandra Paskell 07968 982644 

  
Kids Club   every other Thursday from 3.30-6.30pm 

  

Art Club   Friday mornings 10am-12pm 

  

And finally…. 

Your Memorial Hall needs you… 
The Memorial Hall Committee has to work very hard 

to maintain the Hall physically and put on a regular 

programme of events. There are now two or three 

vacancies on the Committee - you may have seen that 

we recently invited new members to become trustees 

of the Memorial Hall charity. We had a few 

enquiries, but no firm takers. This was disappointing, 

but we believe there might be some local residents 

who would like to become involved without making 

as much of a commitment as becoming a trustee. 

We are therefore inviting you to consider becoming a 

supporter of the hall. You could volunteer to do as 

much or as little as you wished in whatever way that 

suited you without having to come along to the 

monthly business meetings (although you would be 

welcome if you wanted to). 

 

We are hoping to set up a list of volunteers who 

could become involved in one aspect of the hall such 

as the Fun Day or the Halloween Party or something 

new that we haven’t thought of. If you would be 

interested please contact one of the committee. 

Sarah Addicott; Mike Baldwin; Russ Clarke; Sue 

Hyde; Claire Heaven-Roberts; Clare O’Connor; 

Jenny Reygate; Dave Reygate. 
 

mailto:aliceweekes25@gmail.com
mailto:sueballet@hotmail.co.uk
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Notice Board 
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Welcome Café 
 

We are in the WI Hut every Monday afternoon, 

excepting Bank Holidays, from 2.30pm.  
  

If you would like to join us for tea, coffee, cake and 

a chat you are most welcome.  
 

We share village news and events and just enjoy 

the company of others.  You do not have to come 

every week, just as it suits you. 
 

Anyone is welcome: - Mums with little ones, 

workers having time out, and any other ladies and 

gentlemen whatever age who would like to join us.   
 

If you would like to come but the walk up is too 

much for you, give us a ring on 860356 and we can 

arrange transport. 
 

 

 

 
 

We are still looking at the Gospel of 
Luke! 

Come and join the group in the 
Thorverton Arms 

Fridays 8th & 22nd November 
Friday 13th December 

2.15 - 3.15 pm 
 

A joint Anglican & Baptist venture 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

 

We shall be holding our monthly   
  

Coffee Mornings 

in the back room 
  

from 10.30 to 12 noon 
 

 Friday 1st November 
 

Friday 6th December 
  

A warm welcome to all 
 

 

Silverton Film Club 
The Silverton Film Club which is held on the third 

Wednesday afternoon each month at 2.30 pm (Doors 

open at 2.15 pm) at Silverton Millennium Hall.  
 

Under the terms of the licence, I am unable to advertise 

the films anywhere other than the venue. There is a 

poster with the name of the next film to be shown and 

the type of certification, inside the hall door and on the 

notice board.  
 

Admission is free due to the generosity of Friends of 

Wyndham House Surgery, who have paid for the 

license.  
 

Sue Banks serves tea and delicious cake at the £2.00. 

Ice creams are 50p, and all are welcome.  
 

The seats can be a little hard and so bringing your own 

cushion might add to your comfort. 
 

I look forward to seeing you there. 

Trish Jones email: silverwellbeing@gmail.com 
   

Phone :- 07484377298 
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TAG 
THORVERTON ARTS & CRAFTS 

GROUP 

FRIDAY MORNINGS 

FROM 

10:00  

@ The Memorial Hall  
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME                 
Sample session free – no commitment  

DRAWING, PAINTING, MIXED MEDIA, 

SCULPTURE, COLLAGE, GREETING 

CARDS, JEWELERY, WOOL CRAFTS, 

MODEL MAKING, ETC. – FOR A 

PLEASANT COUPLE OF HOURS 
Further information:  www.pinpointdevon.co.uk 

 

 

Thorverton Ladies Group 

 
 

Our November meeting is on 

 

Thursday 14th November at 7.30 pm 

  

It is being held at Mossbank, School Lane by kind 

invitation of Beryl Grace.  

 

Mandy Vellacott, a Wellbeing Lifestyle consultant 

for Temple Spa is coming along to give us an 

introduction to the concept of Wellness and to the 

products which help to achieve Wellness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Silverton Memory Café 
 

This is held at St Mary Church Hall every 

Thursday afternoon between 2 and 4pm.  
  

All welcome.  Contact Annette Emmerson on 

01392 860983 or annettejean@hotmail.com for 

further details. 
   

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House 

Surgery Patients  
 

 VOLUNTEER DRIVERS  
 

Jean Hawkins 860849               John Kiely 861545 

Doreen Beer 860731                 Stephen Roach 861042 

MaryClare Smith 861916         Mary Hall 860532 

Dave Cole 860030                    John Pizey 861711 

Lorraine Yarnell 861240           Frances Beadle 861413 

John Owen-Jones 841085* 
     

*This driver only does surgery appointments 
 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT 

ONE OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS 

POSSIBLE. 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the 

Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 

appreciated. Donations should be given direct to the 

driver, who issues a receipt. 
 

All our drivers are volunteers, willingly giving up 

their time to help others in the community. Although 

they will do their best, they cannot always be 

available, so it may not always be possible to arrange 

a lift.  Roger Higman (Link Up Co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@icloud.com 

 

 

mailto:annettejean@hotmail.com
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THORVERTON CHURCH: 
MUSIC           ♫       ♫ 

 

New members are always welcome in our 

church choir on a regular basis or just for the 

carol service if you wish. 

 

We meet fortnightly and usually sing music in 4 

parts. We manage to achieve a high standard 

singing sacred music of many different styles 

and have a lot of fun along the way.   

 

Do contact me for more information or come to 

hear us one Sunday morning or on one of our 

Thursday practice evenings. 

 

We also have a church band which plays at 

most monthly Family Services. Instrumentalists 

of all ages and standards are always welcome. 

 
http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_co

ntent&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39  

Choir Practices at Thorverton Church   7.45 – 

9.00pm usually Thursdays 

Oct 31
st
;   Nov 7

th
, 14

th
, 28

th
;  Dec 5

th
, 12

th
, 19th 

 

Sunday Services with Choir at Thorverton 

Church 
Nov      3rd   Communion  9.30 start 

Nov     17th  Family Service  + BAPTISM - 9.30 

for 10.00 service 

Dec  1st  Communion  9.30 start 

Dec 15
th

 Family Service  - 9.30 for 10.00 service 

 

CHRISTMAS  SERVICE: 

Lessons and Carols 

SUNDAY  DECEMBER  22nd  

5pm 
Extra choir members most welcome.  

Please attend the four rehearsals on Thu 

evenings beginning Nov 28th. 

REQUESTS FOR CAROLS to be sung by 

ALL in the service are WELCOMED.  Just let 

me know. ASAP. 

 

CONTACT :  
Choir Director and Accompanist Heather 

Kershaw  01392 860419  

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

 

 
FAMILY THEATRE AT NEWTON ST CYRES 

Following on from the recent successful production 

of Hefted, by the Mutli Story Theatre Company, the 

Parish Hall - in partnership with Villages in Action, 

are happy to present the Paddleboat Theatre 

Company who bring the tale of fearless journalist 

Clare Hollingworth. Moving from the busy 

newspaper offices in London, to the frontline during 

World War II, Clare’s adventures tell the remarkable, 

true story of one of the most important writers of our 

time. This globe-trotting and playful family show 

embarks on the journey of Clare’s life, a story that 

has been forgotten for years.  Celebrate the work of a 

pioneer who changed the mould of journalism, not 

just for women but for everyone. 

 

Paddleboat bring their unique style to this 

remarkable tale of daring, intrigue and an invasion 

that would rock the world.  They invite you to be the 

journalists with them, as they go undercover in a 

highly interactive show, bursting with storytelling, 

songs and the Scoop of the Century. 

 

Suitable for families, children age 4+ 

Tickets available from Roger 01392 851337 & 

Nicola 01392 851985 

 

Directly following the production, there will be a free 

optional hands-on storytelling workshop, also in the 

Hall 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39
http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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Silverton Hunt 

 

Christmas Bingo 

 
Come along for a fun filled night. 

Lots of prizes to be won. 

 

Raffle, Bar and refreshments. 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 

4th December 2019 

Doors open 7pm 

Eyes down 7.30pm 
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Saturday November 2
nd

 at 

10.00am 
PLANNING   FOR : 

 

50th East Devon Arts 

Festival at 

 Thorverton Parish 

Church 

 12th MAY to 16th 

MAY 2020 

 
As you can see, the 2020 festival will be the 50

th
 

one supporting Thorverton Church so we’d like 

to make it a bit special.  

We’re going to have an informal idea sharing 

session in Thorverton Church kitchen on Sat 

November 2
nd

 at 10.00am so do come and join 

us for a cuppa and a chat.  

 

If you can’t make the meeting but would like to 

contribute then please contact : 

Heather + Royston Kershaw 860419 or Jean 

Brown 861176 

or e-mail: eastdevonarts@aol.com  
 

 
 

 

 

THE LEONARD TRUST  
Can the Leonard Trust help you with a 

small grant?  

 

Since it was set up by F.C. (Chip) 

Leonard in 1972, the Trust has assisted 

many local organizations with their 

projects, as well as individuals with one-

off expenses related to their medical, 

personal and educational needs. 

Applications for a specific purpose or 

need where the group or individual has 

also contributed their own funding are 

particularly favoured.  

 

If interested in applying for a grant, 

please contact the Secretary, Elspeth 

Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, 

Thorverton.      

Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com   

Tel: 01392 860535  
 

Royal British Legion Quiz night 

 

On Wednesday 6
th
 November at the 

“Exeter Inn” start 8pm £1 per player 

maximum six per team. Raffle and free 

buffet. 

 

Sunday 10
th

 November 10am a 

Remembrance service at Thorverton 

church a combined service for Thorverton 

and Cadbury followed by the national two 

minute silence outside at the War 

Memorial and then the of laying wreaths. 

 

Monday 11
th

 November 11am 
(Armistice Day) at the War Memorial, the 

Thorverton Primary School will observe a 

two-minute silence. Each class will lay a 

wreath and small individual wooden 

crosses will be laid to honour the 22 

names on the Memorial, with the 

Thorverton Legion in attendance. 

mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
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Church Services and News    

NOVEMBER  2019 SERVICES & INFORMATION   
 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

 

Sunday 3 November All Saints’ Day 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton MSS 

10:00 am Open Door  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 

10:00 am  Baptism  Stoke Canon KC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

06:00 pm Remembering Service  Cadbury Lay Led 

 

Sunday 10 November Remembrance Sunday 

10:00 am Remembrance Service  Thorverton                         LF & BOF tbc 

              Joint with Cadbury & Thorverton Baptist Church 

10:00 am Remembrance Service   Stoke Canon Lay Led 

10:45 am Remembrance Service  [C] Huxham JD 

 with Holy Communion     Joint with Poltimore Church 

10:50 am Remembrance Service  Brampford Speke             Graham Cotter 

   Joint with Upton Pyne Church  

10:50 am Remembrance Service  Newton St Cyres              Lay Led & KC 

11:15 am Remembrance Service   Rewe                                   P Colebrook 

 

Monday 11 November Armistice Day 

10:50 am Armistice Day Service*  Rewe War Memorial, Green Lane, Rewe 

10:50 am Armistice Day Service*           Thorverton War Memorial, Thorverton Churchyard 

*Please note these are Open Air Services, please dress accordingly 

 

Sunday 17 November 2
nd

 before Advent 

08:30 am Holy Communion Said   [C]  Brampford Speke  KC 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [C]  Cadbury                    David James 

09:30 am Open       Thorverton    

10:00 am Family Service & Baptism  Thorverton  KC 

   Joint with Baptist Church 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:00 pm  Holy Communion    [C] Stoke Canon KC 

 

 

Sunday 24 November Sunday before Advent “Christ The King” 
09:30 am Holy Communion    [C]  Newton St Cyres  KC 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [BCP]  Thorverton       David Francis 

10:00 am Informal Service     Cadbury   Lay Led 

10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C]  Rewe    MSS  

11:15 am Holy Communion    [C]  Upton Pyne   KC 

              

Sunday 1 December Advent 1 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [C]  Thorverton   KC 

10:00 am Open Door      Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

10:00 am  Service of The Word  Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

04:30 pm Christingle       Brampford Speke   Lay Led & KC 

06:00 pm Informal Evening Service    Cadbury   Lay Led 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young 

 children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 minutes 

and are followed by refreshments. 

Family Service Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross  Rector   01392 759612      katie.cross@netherexe.org  

JH Revd Julia Hocking  Curate   07928 813333     julia.hocking@netherexe.org 

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 861022     sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

JD Revd Julia Dallen   Associate Minister 07484 773636     julia.dallen@netherexe.org  

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   07741 491946     laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [09:30 – 15:30] Email: Margaret.lowe@netherexe.org 

 

Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 

Tel:07551 844321 – Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 13:00]  Email: peter.shepherd@netherexe.org 

 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 

4AS. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

01392 860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

Parish Letter 
Remembering 
 

I think we all forget things from time to time, but on 

the whole we either employ a method to remember 

things or we usually get it right. There are some 

people for whom memory is not so good and who  

 

 

need a great deal of help to remember even the 

simplest of things that we take for granted. They 

depend on the help of those who will remind them 

because we all feel that our memory makes us who 

we are, when we have forgotten nearly all we knew, 

are we still us? We are, but we are in the memories of 

others, and especially to God. 

mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:julia.dallen@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Individually our memories are important, and the 

same applies to national and international memories. 

By remembering we acknowledge things from which 

we have learned, good and bad, and this helps us to 

grow into better people and nations. We remember 

and celebrate birthdays because they are the days 

when someone special arrived into this world. We 

remember anniversaries of individual’s marriages, 

deaths and many other family events which are 

special to us. Then there are collective memories of 

things like the Gunpowder Plot with bonfires and 

fireworks, the plague in the children’s nursery rhyme 

‘Ring-a-ring o’roses, a pocket full of posies, A-

tishoo!, A-tishoo!, we all fall down.’ Being married 

to an ex-Royal Navy man, I am very aware of 21st 

October because it was the anniversary of the Battle 

of Trafalgar, fought under Admiral Lord Nelson by 

the fleet, and at which he died. 

 

In our more recent history there have been two wars 

which are still within some people’s lifetimes and we 

remember them because of the horrors which took 

place in them. They are remembered on the 11
th
 hour 

of the 11
th
 day of the11

th
 month, the exact time that 

the First World War ended. It was hoped that 

remembering would ensure nothing like this ever 

happened again. But it did, and again many brave and 

courageous people lost their lives to defend people’s 

rights. There have been many conflicts around the 

world since then, in which our military have assisted, 

and lost their lives, to bring peace or freedom to other 

nations. 

 

Jesus gave up his life when the religious authorities 

of his day, frightened of losing their power, as he 

spoke the truth, stood up for the weak and taught 

God’s peace. He was the one who first expressed to 

his disciples, there was no greater thing a person 

could do, than give up his life for the sake of another. 

Jesus did this because he did not shrink from telling 

people the truth about God. We do it in a very minor 

way when we give up something which is precious to 

us, in order to help others in need. It is often only our 

time, but that is time we could have spent on 

ourselves, our life. 

 

When we remember those, who died protecting the 

defenceless, words often used as part of the service 

are ‘No one has greater love than this, to lay down 

one’s life for one’s friends.’ (John 15:13).  Jesus was 

teaching his disciples, and us, about loving each 

other. Next year is a special anniversary in WW2. It 

is the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings which 

were seen as the turning point of the war, and an end 

to war is something to be celebrated. 

 

Revd Julia Dallen 

Baptist Church 
 

Mors turpissima crucis 

 

The expression comes from the third century 

theologian Origen of Alexandria and means ‘the most 

vile/foul/shameful death of the cross.’   It was the 

recognition that the Founder of Christianity had 

suffered the death of a slave on a Roman gallows. 

 

Indeed, the judicial system that the Roman governor 

Pontius Pilate was there to implement had at its heart 

capital punishment in the form of crucifixion, 

typically regarded as a punishment for slaves and the 

lowest types of criminals.  Slave uprisings invariably 

ended with mass executions by crucifixion.  The 

revolt led by Spartacus had some initial successes 

against Roman armies but a Roman historian 

describes how it was inevitably put down in 71 BC 

with the result that some 6,000 of Spartacus’ 

followers ‘were captured and crucified along the 

whole road from Capua to Rome.’ 

 

The distaste of many classical writers for such bloody 

executions was such that on the whole they scarcely 

referred to such things, let alone gave a description of 

them.  The German scholar Hengel refers to ‘the 

schizophrenia ... in the educated world of antiquity.’ 

 He further writes: ‘Crucifixion was widespread and 

frequent, above all in Roman times, but the cultured 

literary world wanted to have nothing to do with it, 

and as a rule kept quiet about it.’ 

 

The ‘slaves’ punishment’ was what it implied. 

 Roman citizens were exempt from it and ancient 

writers were horrified when this convention was 

trampled upon. Thus, the Roman historian Suetonius 

considered it an act of sacrilege when the Emperor 

Galba had a convicted prisoner crucified despite his 

citizenship and in the face of the man’s frantic 

protests; and Cicero expresses his revulsion when 

another Roman citizen is stripped, flogged and 

tortured before being dragged off to crucifixion 

crying ´Civis Romanus sum.’  Cicero’s revulsion 

goes even further when he states the following: ‘The 

very word “cross” should be far removed not only 

from the person of a Roman citizen but from his 

thoughts, his eyes and his ears.’  Rome’s citizens 

were to be spared the abject horror of even the mental 

representation of this instrument of torture and 

death.  

 

Jesus was not a Roman citizen and thus had no 

protection against crucifixion.  His accusers were 

gratified to see the one they considered a threat to 

their own power, influence and standing with the 

occupying powers executed by a means which had 

been cruelly and cynically devised to inflict the 
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maximum of both pain and shame.  The infamy of 

such a death had huge implications for both adherents 

and opponents of the faith that was to emerge from 

the event. 

 

All the above is history.  But what about theology? 

 Two verses of two hymns might bring something of 

an answer: 

 

The cross he bore is life and health, 

Though shame and death to him, 

His people’s hope, his people’s wealth, 

Their everlasting theme. 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Maurice Harrison  

 
 

Women’s Institute 
 

We were grateful to Anne Rawlings (together with 

her adorable greyhound, Kiera), who came to speak 

to our members at short notice this month.  Anne 

shared her extensive knowledge about greyhounds.  

She began her talk by explaining that greyhounds are 

site hunters, and can move at exceedingly great 

speeds.  Anne had done a massive amount of research 

on the dogs and her love for greyhounds is obvious.  

In her studies on greyhounds, she found out that they 

are the oldest species of dog in the world.  She had a 

copy of a greyhound picture which was found on a 

temple wall in Catal Huyuk in Turkey dated 6000BC. 

Anne had traced the history of these animals 

throughout the ages until the present day.   

 

She went on to tell us all about greyhound racing and 

the stresses the dogs undergo to create large sums of 

money for the betting population, although she was 

pleased to tell us that this is now on the decline.  For 

racing, a greyhound has to be trained for twelve 

months, can start racing at 15 months and would be 

retired aged three to four years.  A newly retired 

greyhound is unlikely to have any social skills as the 

animal’s entire life would have been in the kennels.  

Anne told us that Defra, the RSPCA and other bodies 

are trying to make breeders and race track owners 

take more responsibility for the welfare of the 

greyhounds.  She concluded her talk by answering 

lots of questions about greyhounds and told us what 

wonderful pets they make, being quiet and good with 

children, and that there are always retired greyhounds 

needing homes.  Apparently, a greyhound is often 

referred to as a 40 mph couch potato! 

 

Next month, 5
th

 November at 7.30pm , a member of 

staff from the Hospice is coming to talk to us.  You 

can join us as a visitor, and new members are always 

welcome. 

 

December meeting will be a Christmas party with a 

bring and share supper. 
 

Judy Bright 

 

Speedwatch 
 

As many people may have seen, the Thorverton 

Speedwatch volunteers are maintaining our 

efforts to remind people of the 30 mph speed 

limit which is in place from the farm shop all the 

way to Thorverton and throughout the village. 

The police have now authorised an additional 

location in Lynch Road for us to monitor the 

speed of traffic entering Thorverton from the 

Shobrooke direction. The Parish Council asked 

us to publish some of the data that we have 

recovered from our monitoring sessions. The 

data below are for the period from July through 

to September 2019. We only record vehicles 

travelling at well over the speed limit. The data 

are then sent to the police who are responsible 

for sending letters to those speeding. 

 

a) Silver Street 

8 sessions 

556 vehicles seen 

5.5% speeding significantly 

 

b) Lynch Road 

4 sessions 

96 vehicles seen 

2.9% speeding significantly 

 

Comparing the data for Silver Street with the 

same period last year, the percentage of people 

speeding has dropped from 7.8% to 5.5%, 

although we have recorded the highest speed 

(52mph) since we started in 2017. The general 

drop is good news for the safety of the people in 

our village. Thank you to everyone who has kept 

their speed down. 

Marguerite Clarke 
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Hello, Jura here 
Mum and Dad are at it again! I have escaped to the 

garden for some peace and quiet as the Rugby is on 

which involves a lot of shouting. As soon as any 

National Anthem starts I am off. There are some very 

strange noises when Mum’s favourite, Jack Nowell, 

is seen on TV and she shouts ‘Jack is back’, ‘Jack is 

back’, very loudly and although I am not sure where 

Jack has been I can tell you that he is definitely back! 

I think that, as I paw this note, England must be 

doing ok at Rugby so far as I haven’t heard too much 

swearing from Dad.  

 

Talking of TV I am pretty sure that Strictly Come 

Dancing has started again. Mum keeps dancing 

around the kitchen like a fairy elephant and holding 

up my front paws so that I can jump around on my 

back legs and dance with her. I am not keen on being 

dragged around the kitchen on just two legs but I will 

do anything for a biscuit. Also, when we are dancing 

it means that I am taller and so closer to Mums 

singing, which is awful. Dad says it sounds like a cat 

is being strangled so I keep a look out for my cat 

brother and sister, Daisy and Ginger George, just to 

make sure they are ok.   

 

Well it seems like something called ‘winter is 

coming’ is on the way as all the doors of the house 

are now kept shut. This means that I can’t get out and 

about so much to patrol the garden and the whole 

house is just too hot all the time. Dad keeps turning 

off the heating and opening the windows but Mum 

soon sorts that out. I have to sleep on the cold kitchen 

floor, up-side-down with all four legs in the air, just 

to cool off. My ‘walkies’ are now shorter too as it is 

cold and rainy outside and humans don’t like ‘cold 

and rainy’. I try to tell Mum and Dad that I don’t 

mind the cold and wet but my squeaks fall on deaf 

ears, especially where Dad is concerned as he does 

not hear much at all these days.  ‘Winter is coming’ 

seems no fun at all except that I now have a big pink 

fluffy ‘blankey’ in my bed to snuggle into, which is 

lovely. I use my teeth to pull my blankey right over 

myself, head and all, and I keep really still and 

pretend not to be in my bed which makes Mum and 

Dad really laugh. Mum tries to do the same with her 

blankey when she is snuggled up on the sofa but she 

leaves her feet and head hanging out so she is not as 

good at ‘covering up’ as me yet. 

 

Dad has had a ‘clear up’ round the house today which 

means that I now have 8 tennis balls in my bed. This 

makes me ‘a very happy little dog indeed’, Dad says, 

as tennis balls are my most favourite toys in the 

world. I keep finding balls down at the Millenners – 

this has become one of my best tricks - then when I 

get home I hide them all round the house for Mum 

and Dad to trip over which makes me really wag my 

tail! Mum says that some of the balls I find are very 

old, very disgusting, very smelly and very dirty 

which is just how I like them, don’t you?  

 

I must tell you about my latest trick. My cat sister, 

Daisy, recently took to sleeping in one of my beds. I 

tried all sorts of things to get her to move like 

running up to her very fast, sniffing her up close, 

barking and dropping a tennis ball on her head but 

she just kept on sleeping. In the end I put my head 

underneath the bed and flipped it up in the air which, 

I am pleased to say, worked really well as Daisy went 

flying across the room and I got my bed back. Dad 

saw this, however, and told me off. Note to self, 

don’t do this when Dad is in the room. Anyway, I 

was surprised to find her sleeping in the same bed 

again the very next day – but not for long!    

     

Oh, I have just bumped into Ray Mason who said he 

was very amused, and not at all offended, by my 

story about his cockerel last month. We were, of 

course, all very sorry to hear of its demise.     

 

Until next time, woof, woof, Jura.   

 

Rainfall Record 
After a relatively dry first half of the month, September 

saw heavy rain over the second half to give a total of 

98mm of rainfall in Thorverton, making it the wettest 

month so far this year.  (Without wishing to spoil your 

reading for the next edition of Focus, I can tell you that 

October had already exceeded September’s total by the 

18
th
 of the month.)  24

th
 and 25

th
 September were 

particularly wet with 22 and 23mm (just under 1 inch 

each day) of rainfall on those days respectively. 
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Take 10 Megabytes per day 
 

We are all familiar with the problems of trying to 

prise children away from their screens. However 

there is a strong argument that older patients do not 

have enough access to the Internet and as a result are 

more cut off and isolated from a society that assumes 

you are on-line.  

 

Social Prescribing is one of the terms you will hear 

politicians bandy around in the upcoming general 

election.  The idea is that rather than prescribing 

medication, GPs will direct patients to resources that 

might help them to improve their health and 

wellbeing and so feel better both in mind and body.  

Examples are direct links to gyms or to support 

groups like Memory Cafes. Trish Jones has been 

active as our Well Being Coordinator for over 12 

months and with support from the Friends of 

Wyndham House puts together the SCENE magazine 

that contains all this information for our area.  

Adverts in our parish magazines as well as posters 

and leaflets supplement this. There is also a lot of 

information available on the Internet however a lot of 

the patients we want to encourage to take up social 

prescriptions are not on-line.   

 

Wyndham House has decided to bridge this gap by 

creating a job for a person who will be able to help 

our patients access the Internet and appreciate all the 

advantages that this could bring them. The ideal 

person will be very comfortable with all forms of 

electronic communication and have an ability to 

engage empathically with members of the 

community. They will be able to impart their 

knowledge of computers to people with varying 

levels of ability and enable them to improve their 

skill and ability with electronic networks including 

social media.  

 

Understandably the advert is on our website and on 

the Silverton Community Facebook page. If you are 

someone or know someone who has the skills to 

provide this teaching for 5 hours a week please get in 

touch.  If you would like to come to a teaching 

session please let us know at the surgery where we 

are starting to compile a list.  You do not need to 

have a computer as there will be some to borrow for 

the classes.  However you might like to consider 

putting an i-Pad or a smart phone on your Christmas 

list as I have no doubt families will be very 

enthusiastic for their older members to enter the 

digital world.   Hopefully it will not be long before 

more of our patients will only be a few clicks away 

from completing their own social prescriptions. 

 

Anthony O’Brien  

Wyndham House Surgery 

Poetry 
 

Crow 

 

Crow, speaker of the rookery parliament. 

Order!     Order! 

Carrion by nature 

You and your partner live alone 

Whilst rowdy neighbours party  

In the next door block. 

 

Does your dark heart not burst 

To be a member of that noisy gang? 

‘Never’ think you, 

‘We are a cut above the common throng. 

Those bickering raucous rooks’ 

 

Oh Mr Crow, 

You do deceive yourself. 

Life for you is on the fringes. 

Forever on the edge. 

Impossible to join the club 

You must remain outside 

Observing members in a turmoil of existence. 

 

Order!    Order! 

Your deep sonorous voice 

Rises above caustic cawing 

And historical dignity  

Is added to the proceedings. 

No back bench rebellion today? 

Ah well,  

It seems Parliament is functioning as usual! 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

News reaches me that Thorverton resident Fiona 

Benson has just won the Forward Poetry Prize for 

the best collection with “Vertigo and Ghost”.  The 

Forward Poetry Prizes were founded in 1992 to 

celebrate excellence in poetry and to increase its 

audience.  Congratulations to Fiona for winning this 

prestigious award. Ed.  
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
 

Membership is open to anyone 50 or over living in 

Silverton and surrounding towns and villages.  The 

Club which organizes outings to places of interest 

and other social activities such as theatre trips, coffee 

mornings and whist, has been in existence for 25 

years. Annual membership is £5 

 

COFFEE MORNING & QUIZ – Tuesday 12
th

 

NOV. Come and join us at St Mary’s Church Hall 

Silverton between 1000-1130.  An opportunity to 

chat, take part in our optional quiz and raffle or book 

for a forthcoming outing. Entrance charge £1 

includes refreshments. Everybody most welcome. 

 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 4
th

 & 18
th

 NOV 
St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton is the venue for this 

fortnightly activity starting at 2:00 PM prompt.  

Entrance fee £2.50 includes refreshment and raffle 

ticket.  It’s fun, easy to learn and helps keep the brain 

cells active!  

 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS  

Coach pick-ups at Tiverton, Bickleigh, Silverton, 

Ruffwell, Rewe & Stoke Canon 

28
th
 NOV Winchester Cathedral Christmas 

Market  £15 

08
th
 DEC Royal Marines Christmas Concert 

£30 

20
th
 DEC Christmas Lunch @ Waie Inn Zeal 

Monachorum £23 

 

Winchester Cathedral Christmas Market.  

Founded in 2006, this market is inspired by 

traditional German Christmas markets and is 

recognized as one of the best in Europe because of its 

location (pretty wooden chalets are situated in the 

Cathedral’s historic close surrounded by a rain-free 

ice rink) high quality exhibitors, festive food & 

drink, and bustling atmosphere. 

 

Royal Marines Christmas Concert.  This famous 

band will again present a military musical spectacular 

featuring festive music, military marches, big band 

hits and popular showstoppers.  Our coach leaves the 

Exe Valley in plenty of time to ensure a meal or 

refreshments before the show.  Outing is inclusive of 

coach and theatre tickets.  

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

EX5 4HW Devon Tel: 01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

 

Martin Clough 

 

Thorverton 
Community 
Archaeology Project 
 

Ten days of excavation activity 

in the field to the west of Dark 

Lane in late-September 

concluded with an Open Day at which the public 

were able to see the site and some of the finds.  I 

interviewed Simon Hughes of AC Archaeology about 

the excavation work. 

 

Simon told me that the findings had been far better 

than they had expected: one of the two sites 

excavated during the dig - that closest to Dark Lane - 

had evidence of Neolithic settlement activity. Pits 

had been found, associated with the deposition of 

things that had been thrown away, in particular 

worked flints and Peterborough-ware pottery, some 

of which had fingernail definition.  The pottery 

allowed the team to date the likely settlement activity 

at around 3,200 to 2,900 BC.  The other site – across 

the field nearer to Lynch Farm – which had been 

identified as potentially interesting by the earlier 

geophysical survey, showed a large ditch with four 

pitches.  These would have supported timber posts.  

They formed a perfect arc, almost certainly part of a 

circle.  This henge-like feature is associated with 

ceremonial or ritual activity rather than domestic 

activity.  While its discovery was something of a 

surprise, this part of the Exe Valley does have an 

Early Bronze Age cursus (processional way) and an 

Early Neolithic hilltop causewayed enclosure.  It 

confirmed that this area was an important religious 

landscape during later prehistory. 

 

Simon had been delighted with the level of 

community involvement with the project.  There had 

been up to 15 people digging each day, some of them 

for several days.  People had needed a certain amount 

of resilience, with the first week being rather hot and 

dry and the second week quite wet.  He was very 

pleased to see how the excavation had had the effect 

of bringing the community together, with people 

talking together in a way that they might not 

normally have the chance to. 

 

The Open Day was very well supported, with many 

people visiting not just from the local community but 

also from other parts of Devon.  Thorverton was on 

the archaeological map again.  Next, the artefacts and 

soil samples will be analysed and a full report 

produced in around 9-12 months’ time. 

 

Please also see the photos on the back cover. 

Neville Lane 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com


Focus on Thorverton  22         Vol 50 No 10 – November 2019 

 

The Garden in November 
Whilst writing this, the rain has settled in for the day. 

The ground is nearly saturated and more pliable than  

all last winter and, if it continues in this vein into 

November, it will be too soggy to do anything but the 

essentials round the garden. However, our weather 

can be contrary and a couple of dry weeks will 

change everything.  

 

The tomatoes have nearly finished and one way to 

make the most of a wet spell is to clear up sheds and 

greenhouses. I often leave this job, preferring to be 

outside, and then get caught out with the weather 

turning too cold and it gets left until next year. 

However, my greenhouse is nearly cleaned out and 

this year I shall sow some sweet pea seeds that will 

sit in the greenhouse through the winter and give me 

a very early crop of sweet peas.  

 

To do this, I shall sow them four seeds to a 9cms pot 

and place on a tray balanced on a tall upside down 

plant pot; enough pots for two wigwams. This 

balancing act prevents mice climbing up and eating 

the seed, most important, if you want to do this. The 

seeds will be well watered when sown. After this, 

they will only want watering about once a week, if 

that, and only if drying out. They should germinate 

slowly and just start growing before the weather halts 

their progress by becoming colder. No protection is 

needed unless frost is forecast, then I shall cover 

overnight with fleece. 

 

The benefit of this will become apparent when early 

next year you have, hopefully, some sturdy sweet pea 

plants ready for planting in March, when they will be 

quite happy to be tucked up in the ground with plenty 

of manure. They will have been cut back several 

times to three buds once they started to grow in the 

spring and should be compact healthy vigorous plants 

on planting out. I shall also sow some more after 

New Year as usual, for extending the growing 

season. [I can vouch for the fact that Lorraine’s 

sweet peas were amazingly prolific in 2019 – Ed] 

 

Other jobs needing attention are Dahlias that should 

be lifted. It’s better to do this once the foliage has 

started to die back. If very wet, they will need a dry 

airy room in which to dry out. Temperature is 

important and moist free conditions. They might 

need to be moved around if they don’t seem to be 

drying out. Cut the foliage back to 8 cms and turn 

them upside down if possible to prevent water 

running back into the tubers. Once dry enough, clean 

gently with an old toothbrush and remove damaged 

tubers. Store in a box in a frost free room. Check for 

mildew and move them around to help the air 

circulation at least once a week. 

 

That all sounds a bit fussy but they are worth taking 

care about as they give such wonderful late summer 

colour. If you have no time to remove them, take a 

chance and they will probably come up again next 

year, so don’t worry too much! 

 

If the grass dries out before the colder weather 

arrives, then a quick once over with a lawn mower on 

the highest setting will suffice and also help to pick 

up some of the leaves now beginning to fall. 

 

Garden tidying up whenever possible. Home in on 

floppy herbacious perennials as these are much more 

difficult to cut back next year after getting soggy 

with winter weather and it helps you to start next 

season looking ready! 

 

Winter onions and garlic can be planted now. Special 

sets can be purchased from garden centres. These sets 

do well in the colder weather and will start to grow 

and then stop until the weather warms up and get off 

to a fast new season. If your ground is sticky, use a 

board to walk on when planting. The wintering out 

does not seem to have a detrimental effect, but you 

will always lose a few. I also sow in the spring and, 

depending on the yearly weather, sometimes the 

winter sown do better and sometimes the spring. This 

year the winter onions did better as it was very dry in 

the spring.  

 

So, good luck with all of that, Neville. I must say 

your onions were very impressive this year, grown 

from seed I think [Actually they were from sets 

planted in October/November; the ones from seed 

were less successful – Ed]. I must try some next year!                          

Happy Gardening and keep dry. 

 

Lorraine 

 

                                                     Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

A very wet October has meant some soggy play and 

several match cancellations, let’s hope November is 

better! 

 

We still have some places available on Wednesday 

Junior Coaching evenings for anyone who would like 

to start after half term. Please contact Alice Dowle on 

07596 704458 for more information. For all other 

information about the club please visit our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk. 

 

 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Nature Notes 
Second half of September  

 

While taking part in the Thorverton archaeological 

dig I had half an eye on the nature around us and was 

happy to see swallows in the air space above the dig. 

On Sunday 22
nd

 we often found one or more tiny 

spiders on us. They were attached to their silken 

threads, drifting in the wind in an attempt to disperse. 

Below ground we came across occasional worms of 

varying sizes and surprised to find them so deep in 

the soil and also ‘leather jackets’ closer to the surface 

layer. 

 

On Monday 23
rd

 during the dig lunchbreak (at the 

end of which we were sent home due to the persistent 

rain and muddy conditions) I got chatting to Dave 

and Jacquie Scott who have an outside aviary with 

budgerigars and finches. A male Sparrowhawk with 

its slate grey back and rufous below recently crashed 

into the aviary and stunned itself and unable to fly. 

Dave popped it into a cage and took it to the Rec to 

release it but the Sparrowhawk was not ready to 

leave and remained there for a while and eventually 

flew away.  

I found two Knot Grass caterpillars in the garden and 

one was avidly munching on clover (see photo.) 

Larvae will feed on a variety of plants including 

sallow, hawthorn, knotgrass and heather. The adult 

moth is a dull grey, black and white colour so well 

camouflaged when at rest on tree trunks. The 

caterpillar is very pretty, its body is black-brown with 

an orange and white pattern along its back and red 

and white along its sides. It is a common moth 

species, double brooded in this part of England and I 

get it regularly in my moth trap. The caterpillars will 

pupate and remain in that state during the winter and 

early spring to emerge as an adult in May. 

 

October 
Wednesday 2

nd
 October was a lovely sunny day 

sandwiched between miserable rainy days. The sun 

brought out butterflies and day flying moths. I took a 

walk down our garden and noticed two orange/rust 

coloured Lepidoptera flying in the same spot. Very 

close inspection revealed two male vapourer moths 

attracted to a pheromone emitting wingless female 

who was rested within a curved piece of hawthorn 

branch recently cut by a hedge cutter and which was 

suspended among spindly branches of the hawthorn 

bush. It is amazing to think this little female moth 

and her pupal case survived the annual hedge cut.  

The nuptial branch was on the field side of the hedge 

so I had to hang out over the hedge to get photos. In 

the photo you can see a male either side of the dull 

grey female. She is clinging to her pupal case and 

above her you can make out the hole she made to exit 

her cocoon. The following day all three moths were 

nowhere in sight but the result of the coming together 

was a batch of eggs and you can see them in the 

photo. Vapourer eggs are laid on the remains of the 

female pupal cocoon and will overwinter as eggs, 

hatching from May. I have seen three vapourer larvae 

in the garden this year, two feeding on oak leaves and 

one on ornamental apple leaves. Hawthorn is also a 

foodplant along with many other deciduous trees and 

shrubs. The larva of this species is also a very 

colourful one. 

     

  

A to Z  Owls - Tawny Owl 

The tawny owl is our most common owl species, not 

necessarily the most seen but definitely the most 

heard with its tee-wit too-woo calls. It has mottled 

brown plumage, round head and facial disc with large 
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brown eyes and in flight on rounded wings. It is 

nocturnal but you may be lucky to come across one 

roosting by day against the trunk or in a hole of a 

tree. A tawny owl at roost is often chided by a rabble 

of smaller birds so if you hear a lot of troubled 

sounding birds, chances are a tawny owl or indeed 

any other raptor is in the vicinity. To the best of my 

memory I have only come across one tawny owl 

snoozing by day and nothing bothering it. This 

encounter was in the spring of 1979 and I was out for 

a walk with the family boxer dog in the woods at 

Newton St Cyres. In order to record this sighting, we 

walked all the way home to get my camera and back 

to the woods (probably 4 miles altogether) and the 

owl was still perched in the oak tree. In the 1920s my 

grandfather was the gamekeeper there and told the 

tale of one night while doing his work a tawny owl 

flew down and lifted off grandad’s cap having 

mistaken grandad for moving prey. Early in the night 

of 30
th
 July 2018 Ro and I were on our way home 

from Crediton. After crossing Shute Cross and 

driving down the hill into the dip we encountered a 

tawny owl stood in the road. As much as we admired 

this beautiful bird, it would not fly off. I had to get 

out of the car and chivvy it out of the way. The tawny 

owl was utilising the road to hunt for beetles and 

other prey attracted to the radiating heat stored in the 

road surface. Minutes before meeting the owl we had 

to slowly follow a young badger until it found its 

way out of the lane which just happened to be onto 

the golf course.   

 

Last Words 

November brings autumnal hues as deciduous trees 

absorb green chlorophyll from their leaves in 

readiness for winter dormancy. The Leonid shooting 

stars from the comet Tempel-Tuttle will peak from 

midnight to dawn on 18
th
 November so get out and 

enjoy this autumnal month. 

 Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

Legal Eagle  

The essence of a gift is that there is a voluntary 

transfer of an asset or money, with the intention that 

the recipient becomes the owner of it. Where such a 

gift is made there is no restriction on what the 

receiver might do with the asset or money. However, 

if the gift is made subject to a condition and the 

condition is not met, then the person who made the 

gift can revoke it. 

 

Camilla Simonsen gave her ex-boyfriend, Stephen 

Collins, £42,000 so that he could rent a property in 

Kingston upon Thames. Simonson hoped that the gift 

would bring an amicable resolution to what had been, 

over a number of years, a somewhat fractious 

relationship. Simonsen and Collins had met in 2012 

and had begun a romantic relationship in 2015 while 

working together to develop a property which 

Simonsen had bought in Chelsea, west London. Later 

in 2015 they worked together again on the Chelsea 

property. In 2016 they talked about renting the wing 

of a stately home in Whitchurch-on-Thames. This 

plan never came to fruition and Simonsen gave 

Collins £11,312 towards the rental of another 

property. Simonsen claims that she later asked for the 

return of the money but then agreed to let Collins 

keep it. 

 

Come March 2017 the relationship was coming to an 

end; Collins wanted to rent a property in Kingston 

upon Thames. On April 3
rd

, Simonsen sent Collins’s 

mother an email saying she would pay the money 

“for the house Stephen has fallen in love with so we 

can both be kind towards each other”. 

 

Simonsen transferred the money to an estate agent on 

April 11
th
; the reference on the money transfer read, 

“Camilla Simonsen Rental”. The following week, 

Simonsen and Collins met for lunch at which they 

rowed; they met again on April 22
nd

 for lunch. 

Simonsen claimed that Collins stormed out of the 

restaurant saying that their relationship was over. 

 

Simonsen asked the estate agent to pay back the 

£42,000 but the estate agent refused and froze the 

money; this would seem to have been a sensible 

precaution given that they had two people claiming to 

be entitled to the money. Simonsen brought an action 

in the County Court to recover the money and was 

successful. However, Collins appealed against this 

ruling, claiming that he was entitled to the money 

which had come to him in the form of a gift. 

 

The appeal by Collins was heard in July and the 

judge ruled that Simonsen’s gift was conditional on 

Collins renting the Kingston upon Thames property 

and, as he was not going to use it for that purpose, 

Simonsen was entitled to revoke the gift and recover 

the money. That disposed of the issue regarding 

entitlement to the £42,000; however the issue of legal 

costs is subject to a future hearing. 

 

On reflection what might Simonsen have done 

differently? Whilst there was some written evidence 

to support Simonsen’s claim that the gift was linked 

to a condition, namely the email to Collins’s mother 

and the reference on the money transfer, recording in 

writing the fact that the gift was conditional, the 

nature of the condition and the consequences should 

the condition not be met, would have been a sensible 

course for Simonsen to adopt. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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History Society 
 

John Abbott – Plasterworker 

 

Some thirty members and visitors attended the 

History Society’s first meeting after the summer 

recess. 

 

In the unavoidable absence of the speaker previously 

announced, our neighbour, retired architect Mike 

Baldwin, manfully stepped in with a presentation 

about John Abbott, a remarkable maker of highly 

decorated plaster ceilings in Devon in the late 

seventeenth century. 

 
Above: Mike Baldwin – photo by Robin Blythe-Lord.  

Below: John Abbott’s plasterwork at the Custom 

House 

 

 
 

 

It was Abbott who created the ceilings of the striking 

new Custom House built in the Palladian style at the 

Quay in the 1680s when Exeter was so prosperous 

through imports and exports that it was regarded as 

the second city in the land.   The building itself – still 

in existence, of course – was in brick, an uncommon 

material for that time, which most probably came 

from brickfields located nearby only in 1989 when 

work began on the present Quay Car Park. 

 

Delighting in modern presentation tools (computer-

linked projector and laser pointer), Mike showed 

detailed images of the patterned mouldings of fruit 

and flowers, Italianate putti and long-tongued 

grotesques, as well as numerous eels, to be seen not 

only at the Custom House but elsewhere where 

Abbott’s work has survived.   He worked on the 

palatial house at Potheridge erected circa 1670 by 

General Monck, “chief architect of the Restoration of 

King Charles II”.   The wealthy Coffin family 

employed him at Portledge Manor.     A merchant of 

Bideford, grown rich on tobacco imports from the 

Americas, built what is now the Royal Hotel in that 

town, where the ceilings are still accessible to the 

public.    In private ownership is a farmhouse, 

Marhayes, which was the ancestral home of Sir John 

Rolle, whose coat of arms is incorporated in the 

plaster scrolls. Sir Arthur Chichester (not to be 

outdone perhaps?) commissioned similar work soon 

afterwards at Youlston. 

 

These properties – and another in Great Torrington -  

are all in North Devon, Abbott’s local area, for he 

was born in Frithelstock,    The Custom House in 

Exeter may be as far as he strayed from home, but he 

did at least get to Downes at Crediton when it was 

owned by Moses Gould, predecessor of the Bullers.  

Here a ceiling is still intact though not entirely 

original in that, within living memory, it has been 

“improved” by the addition of brown paint. 

 

Abbott is noteworthy as one of very few craftsmen of 

whom there remains a portrait.  Moreover some of 

his tools and his book of drawings of possible 

patterns to be used were kept in the family for several 

generations before being deposited in safe archives. 

The examples of his work provided an evening of 

essentially visual experiences, which the written 

word cannot possibly re-create here.    What can be 

recorded, however, is the sheer interest in hearing of 

Mike’s linking of the different sites and his detection 

of similar motifs and similar techniques which 

enabled them to be safely attributed to this particular 

artist in plasterwork.    (Something he didn’t happen 

to mention was that Abbott didn’t confine his skill to 

ceilings: on a wall in the church at Frithelstock is a 

fine Royal Coat of Arms of Charles the Second, 

undoubtedly approved of, if not commissioned, by 

General Monck.) 

                                                                                                                             

Ian Stoyle 
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Emergency Plan for Thorverton 
You may have read the Parish Clerk’s page in 

October’s Focus in which she explained that the 

Parish Council had been drawing up an Emergency 

Plan.  This is primarily, but not exclusively, to 

address the flood risk.  The plan sets out how we 

should act in the event of an emergency and also 

gives some consideration as to how we might reduce 

risks, in particular of flooding. 

 

The Emergency Plan also contains what could be a 

very useful checklist for households, not just in the 

event of flooding, but also for such things as fires or 

power cuts. We would like to make this widely 

available and will publish it in Focus.  

 

In her article, the Parish Clerk said that we would 

very much welcome members of the local 

community to help review the draft plan and to have 

some input to its refinement.  We really don’t want 

this to be a plan drawn up by the Parish Council, 

modelled on a Devon-wide template, but with no 

critical input from anyone in the community.  It 

needs to be practical and to reflect the reality on the 

ground. 

 

So please, if you would like to be involved contact 

Alison Marshall on 01392 861228 or John Hodge 

(who is the councillor leading on this work) on 01392 

860088. 

 

SCENE 
SCENE  - Senior Citizens of the Exe Valley - is a 

newsletter prepared with the support of the Friends of 

Wyndham House Surgery, designed to provide 

information about the various activities, 

organisations and clubs that are available in the Exe 

Valley area for those over the age of 60.  Copies are 

available from the Wyndham House Surgery and also 

from the Exe Valley Farm Shop.  I have to say that it 

is a rather good little leaflet, although no substitute 

from a monthly subscription to I of course! Ed. 

 

Focus to take winter break 
For very many years now Focus has been printed 

eleven times a year, with no separate August edition.  

This was supposedly to allow the production and 

distribution team a month off in the summer.  With 

the team now more likely to take holidays at other 

times of year, the need for an August break is less 

pressing.  Also, with our printers taking a break over 

the Christmas period and with few people wanting to 

submit articles just before Christmas (or the editorial 

team to want to try to finalise the magazine just 

before Christmas) we felt it better to follow the 

pattern set by several other village magazines and 

have a combined December and January edition. 

 

So, this December’s edition will carry news of 

activities in January as well – provided that 

contributors remember to do so (I will be reminding 

them).  We will not then have a January edition but 

will still have eleven editions of Focus in 2020, 

including one in August.  This should allow better 

publication of events in the summer. 

Ed 
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TARTS News  
 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

 

 
 

Recent walks: 

 

Saturday 21
st
 September, led by Jean. 

 

On a glorious early autumn day five of us set out for 

the village of Molland. We parked in the village 

where there is a very good pub – although we 

resisted its attractions – and set out for a five and a 

half mile walk.  

 
A steady climb along field paths brought us onto the 

open moor and the highest point of the walk. Here we 

had a coffee break and enjoyed the magnificent 

views. The coffee break however was definitely 

missing something and that, of course, was Mike and 

his famous biscuits! 

 
From here we descended, at one point walking along 

a much eroded green lane making slow progress over 

what was more like a dry stream bed. Lunch was 

taken on a very convenient horse jump which 

provided comfortable seating. Nearing Molland once 

more we passed a beautiful old mansion, now a 

farmhouse, with the Courtney Arms over the 

entrance. From here we walked along a quiet lane 

bordered with magnificent blackberries. Some were 

eaten and others collected for pies. Back in Molland 

we visited the church which has a very interesting 

Georgian interior with box pews. As W.G. Hoskins 

says “In this delightful little church, in the foothills 

of the high wild moor, one breathes again the tranquil 

air of the Georgian countryside.” 

 

Future Walks: 

 

Saturday 9th November - led by Jenny 

Saturday 23rd November - led by Graeme 

Saturday 14th December - led by Nick and Judy 

Saturday 21st December - Christmas do, preceded by 

a short local Christmas walk - AKA Killerton amble 

unless anyone has any other ideas. 

 
 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749 775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 

 

Computer Tips 
This is the first in what could become a regular 

feature if a sufficient number of readers would find it 

helpful. So please give me some feedback – Ed. 

 

How to block adverts when viewing web pages 

 

Do you get bothered by adverts when viewing web 

pages? A question was put to our editor recently, 

regarding the Focus back-issues website 

(https://https://thorvertonfocus.files.wordpress.com), 

asking if the site had been infected with a scam or a 

virus. Firstly let me say that it is always good to 

question such things because of the danger 

of clicking on suspicious links in emails and web 

pages which could get your computer infected by a 

virus. 

 

In this instance, it was just the fact that the Focus 

back-issues website is hosted on a free account on the 

wordpress website. The adverts that appear alongside 

the pages on that site are not under our control. 

 

https://thorvertonfocus.files.wordpress.com/
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But there are ways to avoid unwanted adverts 

cluttering up your web browsing experience. The 

easiest way is to install an advert blocker in your web 

browser. "Whoa there", I can almost hear you saying, 

"install a what in my what?" 

 

The basics (you can skip this if you know what a web 

browser is): The "web browser" is the program on 

your computer that you use for looking at web pages. 

If you are using Windows you might be using one of 

these web browsers: 

 

- Google Chrome 

- Mozilla Firefox 

- Microsoft Edge 

- Microsoft Internet Explorer 

 

These are their icons: 

 

The Chrome, Firefox and Edge web browsers have 

the option of installing "Extensions" which are little 

programs that add new features to your web browser. 

If you are using Internet Explorer, then I suggest you 

start using one of the others - Chrome or Firefox are 

your best choices for web browsers with a wealth of 

Extensions. 

 

A very useful extension is Adblock Plus. It is 

available on Chrome, Firefox and Edge. 

 

 
 

To install the extension you must click on the three 

dots (or three bars) menu option in your web 

browser. Then: 

 

In Chrome, click the "Settings" option, and then the 

"Extensions". 

In Firefox, click the "Add-ons" option, and then 

"Extensions". 

In Edge, click the "Extensions" option, then scroll 

down to "Explore more extensions". 

 

Then use the search facility to search for the 

"Adblock Plus" extension and install it. 

 

After it is installed you may have to restart your web 

browser to activate the Adblock Plus extension. 

 

Now if you browse to the Focus back-issues website, 

you should notice that those annoying adverts will 

have vanished. You should find that most websites 

will now look much cleaner than they did before. 

 

As an extra bonus, the Adblock Plus extension 

includes an option "Block social media icons 

tracking". If this is activated then it will remove those 

innocuous looking Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn etc. 

icons which often appear at the bottom of articles. 

Every page on the web that has these is tracking your 

web browsing activity. 

 

Since I do not have an Apple computer, then I cannot 

comment on whether or not the Adblock Plus 

extension is available on Safari (the Apple Mac 

browser), but I expect there is something similar. On 

Linux systems, Adblock Plus works in both the 

Firefox and Chromium web browsers. 

 

There are, of course, other advert blocking extensions 

but I have used ABP for many years and find it 

works well for me. Enjoy your ad-free web browsing. 

 

Rob Purvis 

 

Recipe 
Potato, leek and parsley soup 

Economical and sustaining! 

 

1 lb (500g) potatoes 

8 oz (250g) leeks 

a garlic clove - crushed 

plenty of parsley – a handful 

2 oz (50g) Devon butter 

1 pint (500 ml) Chicken or vegetable stock  

½ pint (250 ml) milk  

salt and pepper to taste. 

 

Peel, wash and slice the potatoes. Split the leeks 

lengthways, wash and cut into chunks. Melt the 

butter in a saucepan and add the garlic, potatoes and 

leeks. Cook for two or three minutes, stirring well, 

without colouring. Add the stock and bring to the 

boil, then simmer gently until the potatoes are soft. 

Cool slightly and add the parsley (leaves only). 

‘Blitz’ the soup until smooth, add the milk, and 

season to taste. Finish the soup by adding a walnut 

sized piece of butter. This is good with freshly baked 

soda bread. 

 

Paul Cleave 

 Sustainable Crediton 
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Summer Remembered 
 

Remember the Fun Day? – photos from the Produce Competition: 
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Churches in the Netherexe Parishes 

Rewe Church  

 

 I must have passed the Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin in Rewe 

almost every day that I was working over a period of almost twenty 

years, yet it was the only church in the Netherexe Parishes that I had 

not been inside until I came to visit it as part of this series. The church 

is not open every day, but you can phone for access, as I did: Helen 

Stephan on 01392 841887 was most obliging about opening up the 

church for me and turning the lights on.  I am again indebted to Brian 

Please for the notes in his excellent church guide (available in Rewe 

Church or on the website for the churches of the Netherexe Parishes)  

  

The picture of Rewe Church on the right is from a watercolour by Dick 

Welchman (postcards for sale in the church) 

 

Just to the south-west of the porch is a standing cross with an 

octagonal pedestal, two steps and a 15
th
 Century socket stone and 

shaft,.  This had originally been in the road, but was moved into the 

churchyard in the 19
th
 Century. 

 

Much of the church itself dates from about 1450, 

although the porch is thought to have been part of 

the older building which dates back to at least 

1280.  Just inside the church is a rather splendid 

octagonal alms box (pictured left) with two locks 

to it, requiring both the rector and churchwarden to 

be present to open it.  This dates from 1631.   

 

Moving down the nave, I was struck by the lovely 

bench ends.  I was amazed to find that these date 

from around 1500, yet they are in excellent 

condition still.  One of the bench ends 

commemorates the marriage 

between the Wadham and 

Seymour families; Sir 

Nicholas Wadham having succeeded to the Manor of Rewe in 

1495. 

 

The carved oak chancel screen of five bays dates back to the mid-

15
th
 Century, with further additions and improvements made to it 

by Sir Nicholas Wadham at the end of that century.  The carved 

figures above the screen were erected as a memorial to a 

parishioner, Arthur May, who died in 1928.  Behind and above the 

screen and chancel is a lovely curved ceiling.  To the right of the 

screen is a stone polygonal pulpit. Overall the view down the nave 

towards the altar is very beautiful.  

 

If you are lucky enough to have the vestry opened for you, you will 

be able to see a beautiful stained glass window depicting Christ.  It 

is unfortunate that this is normally hidden from view though as it is 

behind the organ. 
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There is another stained glass window in the wall of the North Aisle, 

commemorating the ministry of Rector Phillip Williams just over a 

century ago.  This particular stained glass window is unusual in having a 

horse in the stained glass.  The window is signed by Heaton, Butler and 

Bayne, who also did work in Westminster Cathedral, Peterborough 

Cathedral and Wimborne Minster.  Quite why they were commissioned 

to do this work in Rewe was not clear to me or to my guide, Helen 

Stephan. 

 

The font, which also looked to be in remarkably good condition, dates 

from the 15
th
 Century, completing a surprising number of very old but 

well preserved objects within this lovely church. 

 

Finally, it might be of interest to readers to know that the old rectory to 

the south of the church, just a hundred yards along the road, was built in 

1840 to plans designed in Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s Bristol office, to 

replace an earlier rectory which had to be demolished to make way for 

the railway. 

 

Neville Lane 

 

Puzzles 
Su Doku  

 

Each number from 1 to 9 must appear just once in 

each row and column. 

 

 

Climate Action Group 
Next meeting: Wednesday 6 November at the 

Memorial Hall from 7pm. Everyone 

welcome. Reports on local initiatives and discussion 

on Agriculture and the Environment. 

John Spivey 

 

September’s puzzle solution: The unusual feature 

shared by the words tramps, craters, brandy, pirated, 

scampi and stores, is that each can have a letter 

removed in turn until only one letter remains, with a 

word being left at each turn, eg – tramps, tramp, 

ramp, ram, am a. 

 

Adverts 
 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' experience - 

university, college and school.  Extensive writing 

background - TV, books and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 

4HP.   Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 
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mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Oven Ready Turkeys and Geese 

For Christmas 
 

     
 

*Traditional free range bronze and barn reared turkeys* 

*Free range geese* 

 
       

Tel: 01392 841552 / 07889 825796 
 

*Order Online @ www.tastybird.co.uk  Home Delivery available* 
 

Mike & Tim Leach, Glebelands Farm, Upton Pyne, Exeter EX5 5JA 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tastybird.co.uk/
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
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Logs For Sale 

 

 £80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hoopcott Dog Walking 

 

Local reliable, honest, trustworthy, DBS 

checked, Insured and Canine first Aid 

trained Dog walker covering Stoke Canon, 

Rewe, Huxham, Thorverton, Upexe and 

Silverton. 

Offering Daily, weekly or one off dog walks. 

Puppy, Cat and small animal visits. House 

sitting, Pet sitting and pet taxi service. 

For further information 0754 651 4854  

Email hoopcottdog@btinternet.com or 

Facebook. 

 

 

mailto:hoopcottdog@btinternet.com
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Dog Microchipping 
Done in your own home for all dogs 
over 8 weeks of age.   
£10 per dog 
Call Dawn on  
01363 866319 or 
0797 617 5943 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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    M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs.  
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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BODY AND SOUL 
 

ITEC QUALIFIED MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 

 

PROFESSIONAL, THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE AIDING RELAXATION AND 

RELIEVING STRESS, SOOTHES ACHING 

MUSCLES AND IMPROVES CIRCULATION 

AND LYMPH DRAINAGE. 

 
Therapeutic Full Body Massage For 1 hour

  £27.50. Back, Neck And Shoulders 

For 30 Minutes £17.50 

 

Neck, Head And Face Massage For 

30 Minutes  £17.50  
 

MO: 07514 013 313 
 

Email   

bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Member of the Complementary Therapists 

Association 

mailto:bodyandsoul56@yahoo.co.uk
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The Aims of Thorverton Parish Council 
 

The Parish Council aims to serve the local community so that: 

 

 We care for the wellbeing of the community: 

o We are careful with our spending of money so that the precept can be kept to a reasonable level 

o We are developing an Emergency Plan which will include a checklist for all residents to use 

o We have annual safety checks on the play and exercise equipment at the Recreation Ground and 

act on the results 

o We support the local Speedwatch team monitoring vehicle speeds 

o We have a Snow Warden and salt bins for use in icy conditions 

o We have installed a floodlight at the Recreation Ground so that it can be used as a night landing 

site for the air ambulance 

o We have installed a defibrillator in The Bury, which is regularly checked to ensure that it is in 

working order 

 

 Community activities are promoted: 

o We have a grant giving policy under which we may make grants to village organisations 

o We have been running the Thorverton Community Archaeology Project, which we hope will pave 

the way for a new cemetery on that land 

 

 There is engagement with the community: 

o We have an open communications channel through the clerk, including a published policy on 

handling correspondence 

o We have several policies, all of which are openly published on our website, along with other 

information, all regularly updated 

o Our councillors’ contact details are widely available for parishioners to contact 

o We have open sessions for the public immediately before each Council meeting 

o We try to ensure that Council decisions are well explained in an open manner 

o We have a Council table with a councillor on duty  at every Saturday Market 

o We intend to have annual satisfaction surveys for parishioners, with the results being published and 

acted upon 

o We are developing a climate emergency plan which will give opportunities for parishioners to 

share ideas on carbon reduction 

 

 The parish is regarded as a lovely place to live: 

o We have a Handyperson to cut grass and carry out other tasks to keep the parish looking tidy  

o We hold annual tidy-up days 

o We are seeking to use funds from planning applications (section 106 funds) to available improve 

open space and recreational facilities 

o We have the Thorverton Arms listed as an Asset of Community Value 

o We ensure that the Recreation Ground with its exercise and play equipment is kept in good 

condition 

o We promote the use of the allotments by parishioners 

o We ensure that the Quarry Car Park, Jubilee Green and Leigh Gardens are well maintained 

o We comment on planning applications to ensure that they are sensitive to the parish environment  

o We monitor local footpaths to ensure that they are kept accessible for people to enjoy 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust            Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. 

        Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                          planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.                   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                               Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
    Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117  

               Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372 -  
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450.                    
                                     Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. email: r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            

Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             
                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm.    

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  58         Vol 50 No 10 – November 2019 

 

Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 

 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays  

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only).   

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline.   

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult.   

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get  

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions.   

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email.   
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) –  
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request  

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

Don’t forget to book your flu injection!!! 

Contact the surgery for more details. 
 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2019/20 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

November 11
th
 and 25

th
     November 4

th
 and 18

th
  

December 9
th
 and 23

rd
     December 2

nd
, 16

th
 and 31

st
 (Tuesday) 

January 7
th
 (Tuesday) and 20

th
    January 13

th
 and 27

th
 

February 3
rd

 and 17
th
     February 10

th
 and 24

th
  

March 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
     March 9

th
 and 23

rd
 

  

Mobile Library 
Thursdays every 4 weeks in the Quarry Car Park from 15.35 to 16.20. 

November 28
th
, No Library visit during Christmas week. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in November 
10

th
 Remembrance Sunday 

14
th
 Birthday of the Prince of Wales 

30
th
 St Andrew’s Day  

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48 

Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach service 55B:  

 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

07.55, 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service), 18.21.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45. 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.28 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 07.30, 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.57, 11.57, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2019/20 
 

Please notify the Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Neville Lane on 861062) 

Details of most events are in the Notices Section of this Focus magazine. 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 1
st
  Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Fri 1
st
  Family Halloween Party, Memorial Hall, 6pm 

Sat 2
nd

  Planning meeting for the 50
th
 Arts Festival in 2020, Parish Church, 10.00am 

Tues 5
th
  WI meeting – Hospice talk, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Wed 6
th
  RBL Quiz Night, Exeter Inn, 8pm 

Wed 6
th
  Climate Action Group, Sustainable Farming and the Environment, Memorial Hall, 7pm 

Fri 8
th
  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms sung, 2.15-3.15pm 

Sat 9
th
  Craft Fair, Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Mem. Hall, 9.30-11.00am (Craft Fair until 2pm) 

Sat 9
th
  TARTS walk, meet outside Parish Church, 9.30am 

Tues 12
th
 Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 14
th
 Ladies Group, Wellbeing, Moss Bank, 7.30pm 

Fri 15
th
  TMH Cinema, Red Joan, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm (doors open 6.45pm) 

Sat 16
th
  Upton Pyne Craft Fair, Upton Pyne Hall and Church, 12 noon – 4.00pm 

Fri 22
nd

  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms sung, 2.15-3.15pm 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Bill Horner – Rural settlement in Roman Devon, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 23
rd

 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sat 23
rd

  TARTS walk, meet outside Parish Church, 9.30am 

Sat 30
th
 Tree Planting Day, Millennium Green, from 11.00am 

Sat 30
th
 Christmas Barn Dance, Memorial Hall, with Nick Scott & Friends, 7.30pm to late. 

 

DECEMBER 

Sun 1
st
  Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony, 5.30pm 

Tues 3
rd

  WI Christmas Party, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Thurs 4
th
 Christmas Bingo (Thorverton Hunt), Memorial Hall, Eyes down 7.30pm 

Thur 4
th
 – Sun 8

th
 Crediton Parish Church Christmas Tree Festival. 

Fri 5
th
  Coffee Morning, Baptist Church, 10.30-12.00 

Wed 11
th
 Christmas Bingo, Memorial Hall, Eyes down 7.30pm 

Fri 13
th
  Christianity Explored, Thorverton Arms sung, 2.15-3.15pm 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sat 14
th
  TARTS walk, meet outside Parish Church, 9.30am 

Fri 20
th
  TMH Cinema, Blinded by the Light, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sat 21
st
  WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sat 21
st
  TARTS walk and meal, meet outside Parish Church, 9.30am 

 

 

JANUARY 

Fri 24
th
 History Society, AGM, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 
 
 
  

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com


Focus on Thorverton  62         Vol 50 No 10 – November 2019 

 

 Archaeological Project 

 


