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Editorial 
I shouldn’t be here writing this. It was not in my 

plan. I should be walking the North Downs Way. 

Today (24
th
 March) was to be my first leg of the 

journey, setting off from Farnham in Surrey and 

ending up some 12 days later in Dover. I had it all 

planned, staying three nights with my daughter, three 

nights at the homes of friends along the way and six 

nights at AirB&B accommodation. It was to be a 

special walk to celebrate my 65
th
 birthday. My dear 

wife was looking forward to a fortnight of relative 

peace without me cluttering the place up. 

 

I had entrusted Fiona Harrison with finishing Focus 

and getting it off to print. So, everything was taken 

care of. 

 

However, like so many plans for this spring and 

summer, I have had to cancel the arrangements. We 

are all on a very different journey now. It is not a 

journey that many saw coming and it is not one 

where we know what the route will be like or even 

what the destination will look like. But it is a journey 

that is already bringing out the Thorverton 

community spirit that we need so badly to help 

everyone get through this safely. Do make use of the 

local support network of volunteers if you need help. 

 

I have included several items updating as much as I 

can on what is happening, but please be aware that I 

cannot hope to give reliable information in such fast-

moving times, so please don’t rely solely on what 

you read in Focus (I didn’t ever expect to be saying 

that!). I have not included any information about 

events, because I am assuming that there simply 

won’t be any. That certainly looks like a reasonable 

assumption - at least until well into the summer. 

 

If you find yourself with more time on your hands, 

please consider writing something for Focus. I have 

suggested a short story competition (see page 6), but 

I would also be happy to receive any poems, 

drawings or written articles that you feel might be of 

interest to readers. It would be great to have a few 

pages written by our younger people, aimed at other 

young people. It would be lovely to be able to 

produce a bumper edition in May.  

 

I might take the opportunity here to mention that I 

made it clear at the 2020 Focus AGM in March that I 

will definitely be standing down as Focus editor 

before the next AGM, so if anyone is interested in 

knowing what it involves, do get in touch (but not too 

close please!). It could be suitable for a job share if 

you felt that a commitment to editing every month’s 

magazine was too great a commitment. Personally, I 

love it, but do feel that it is time for a change for the 

good of the magazine.  

 

I do hope that you all keep safe and that we can come 

through this stronger together.  

 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor  
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Letters 
 

From Roseanne Benn 
 
Roseanne and all her and Roger’s family (too many 

to list!) want to thank all those from the village who 

came to Roger’s celebration and/or sent lovely 

messages. They meant so much to us.  

 

Thank you also to all who contributed to the 

celebration: the hall committee and helpers who 

made it run so smoothly; Sue Vooght and her helpers 

who produced a wonderful spread; Sarah Acock for 

the lovely daffodils; Lorraine Colebrooke for her 

reading; my lovely, lovely friends who played and 

sang so beautifully; all villagers who have stopped 

me in the street and hugged me; thank you everyone 

for making a dreadful experience bearable. I had so 

many friends and family say how lucky I am to live 

in such a wonderful village. I know that is true. 
 

 

 

 

A message from the Chairman of Focus, Michael 

Ayre 

 

Our fantastic Focus editor Neville Lane has decided 

to step down from being the editor as soon as a 

replacement can be found, but by the end of 2020 at 

the latest.   He has been our editor for 15 years, and, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with the help of sub-editors, has contributed to over 

165 copies of Focus.  I am sure that there is someone 

else in the area that can take on this task, and find it 

as rewarding as Neville has. Please get in touch with 

me on 01392 860434 or ayre.ratcliffe@virgin.net. 

 

The River Exe in flood, late-February 

 

mailto:ayre.ratcliffe@virgin.net
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council meetings 

held on March 10
th
 and 20

th
 2020. Meeting Minutes can be viewed 

on the notice board in School Lane and on the website.  The next 

meeting, planned for 14
th

 April 2020, has been cancelled due to 

Coronavirus.  
thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

Coronavirus: The Parish Council (PC) is actively involved with the local Covid 19 Support Group. The latest 

updates and advice can be found on the PC’s website and notice boards in School Lane and at the Quarry Car Park.   

A New Parish Councillor: Mr Sam Fice has been co-opted onto the Parish Council which now brings Councillor 

numbers up to the 10 required.   

Sheep Dip purchase: The contamination testing results have been received and the report, a copy of which can be 

obtained from the Clerk, indicates arsenic levels seven times higher than would be considered safe for pubic open 

space, and also high residual pesticide levels. Due to this it is recommended that the public avoid the area. The 

current owners, being the Church Commissioners, have been advised of the situation and have been asked to 

decontaminate the site, or close it to the public. The PC has, therefore, withdrawn the offer to purchase the site. 

New Cemetery: A letter has been sent to Thorverton Parochial Church Council requesting an update on several 

matters last discussed some years ago. A response is now awaited prior to the new Cemetery project moving 

forward. Documents detailing a best estimate of the minimum and maximum costs of providing a new Cemetery and 

showing the possible income stream that a new Cemetery might produce, have been produced and considered.     

Planning applications and decisions:   

i) 20/00265/FULL erection of a conservatory at 33, Broadlands, Thorverton. No comment from the PC.    

ii) 20/00310/HOUSE demolition to courtyard outbuildings, lean-to’s and boundary walls. Erection of single storey 

rear extension and alterations to fenestration at Bridge House, Thorverton. No comment from the PC.  

iii) 19/01917/FULL erection of a dwelling with associated works and demolition of existing buildings at 13-17 

Silver Street, Thorverton. Granted. 

iv) 19/01527/MARM reserved matters for the erection of 16 dwellings following outline approval reference 

17/00878/MOUT land south of Broadlands, Thorverton. Granted.  

Parish Council Facebook page: A PC Facebook page is to be set up – more information to follow.  

Annual Parish Meeting: It was resolved to hold this event on Wednesday 20
th
 May, 7.30pm, at the Thorverton 

Memorial Hall, subject to Coronavirus restrictions. Updates on the event will be posted on the PC’s website and 

notice boards.    

Vodafone mobile ‘phone reception in Thorverton: Due to the current unsatisfactory mobile phone reception in 

parts of the parish, it was resolved to look into this matter and to investigate how a better signal might be achieved. 

Dark Lane wall repairs: It was reported that the repairs should take place during April and that Dark Lane would 

need to be closed to facilitate the works.  

Allotment for hire: If you are looking for some additional space to grow your own fruit and veg, or somewhere to 

get away from it all, an allotment could be just the thing. Residents can hire a plot for £10 per annum, plus a 

refundable deposit of £25.00. If you are interested, contact the Clerk on thorvertonpc@gmail.com or 01392 861228.  

A second Defibrillator for Thorverton village: The Women’s Institute has kindly agreed to a second machine 

being sited on the external wall of the WI Hut. The machine will be purchased and installed as soon as possible.       

How to ‘Report a Pothole’ or any Highways issue: All residents are encouraged to report potholes, or any 

Highways issues, to Devon County Council by way of the on-line ‘report a problem’ page which can be found by 

using this link https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/map/map_src/poth/  The instructions 

are easy to follow and a photo can be uploaded if felt appropriate. As priority is given to potholes that have been 

reported a number of times please take a few minutes to report any that you find, size restrictions apply. You can also 

report issues by phone on 0345 155 1004. The flooding issue along Lynch Road has been reported, several times, 

and C/Cllr Margaret Squires has also been informed.  

Your Parish Council members: 

Neville Lane (Chairman), Bob Deed (Vice Chairman), Stuart Crang, Sam Fice, Andrew Foster, Rob Flatt, John 

Hodge, Graham Sims, David Waldron and Keely Wells.  Clerk - Alison Marshall. Handyman - Neville Matthews.  

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/map/map_src/poth/
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Supporting Thorverton Community 
through C19 
 
Many communities across the country have set up 

support arrangements to help those who need help 

during the C19 outbreak. In Thorverton, we have 

established the Covid 19 Support Group to help 

coordinate a network of volunteers each offering help to 

those living nearby. The Group hopes that the vast 

majority of those in the parish have now received a card 

giving the name of the volunteer who may be called 

should the resident need help. If you have not received 

a card (copy below), 

 
 

 please contact the C19 Group ideally by email, 

 thorvertonc19@gmail.com or failing that by phone: 

07875 684538. 

 

The Support Group has deliberately not been 

prescriptive about what help volunteers might be able to 

provide, so please, if you need help do contact your 

local volunteer.  

 

We are fortunate indeed to have so many people 

prepared to help their community at this time of 

emergency. There are over 45 volunteers in the Group, 

but if you are able to help as a volunteer please do let us 

know.  

 

If you haven't already, and you have a Smartphone, 

please do try to download WhatsApp as well. It is a 

great way of communicating, especially when you have 

no mobile signal. It only needs wifi to work, although 

you will need a mobile signal for the initial registration 

to your phone number. To get it, please go here:  

 

Apple. https://tinyurl.com/yds69uh6  

Android. https://tinyurl.com/nh2h5hj  

 

It’s actually very easy to use, and this is a good and 

easy to understand tutorial: 

https://www.digitaltrends.com/mobile/how-to-use-

whatsapp/  

 

Once installed, please visit this website on your mobile 

phone to connect to the village wide WhatsApp group: 

https://tinyurl.com/sypknsy  

 

Please also see the Thorverton FaceBook C19 group, to 

be found here: https://tinyurl.com/thnjlkt  

 

Thorverton has a very strong community spirit, and we 

are confident that that spirit will endure during this 

period of turbulence and we will get through this 

together.  

 
Hilary Lawson, Doug Stokes, 

Meemee Overton, Neville Lane 

 

 

 

 

Food Outlet News 
The following is correct at time of going to print, but 

may well change, so please look out for further 

information. 

 

a) Berry Dairy 

 

Berry Dairy is taking every step to ensure that they will 

keep us supplied with everyday supplies. They are also 

taking steps to ensure that surfaces/handles etc are 

regularly cleaned with appropriate products to keep the 

environment safe for customers. 

 

Berry Dairy is offering a free delivery service to those 

in need during this difficult and uncertain time. If you 

feel that you are in need of this service please ring 

Berry Dairy between 10am and noon on 01392 861060 

or email to berrydairythorverton@gmail.com 

 

Sharn and Malcolm Ormond, Hariet Reed and Mandy 

Gubb 

 

b) Exe Valley Farm Shop 

 

The Farm Shop is offering to take orders over the 

phone, with payment, for collection for those who are 

self-isolating. Order by phone – 01392 861239 or by 

email to exevalleyfarmshop@gmail.com. The Farm 

Shop’s opening hours will be 10am to 4.30pm Monday 

to Saturday, closed on Sundays. 

 

mailto:thorvertonc19@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/yds69uh6
https://tinyurl.com/nh2h5hj
https://www.digitaltrends.com/mobile/how-to-use-whatsapp/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/mobile/how-to-use-whatsapp/
https://tinyurl.com/sypknsy
https://tinyurl.com/thnjlkt
mailto:berrydairythorverton@gmail.com
mailto:exevalleyfarmshop@gmail.com
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
Supporting Thorverton Post Office 

 

Newspaper Delivery 

If you are no longer able to leave your home, please 

contact us/talk to our staff to arrange delivery of your 

newspapers. You’ll need to pay by cash, cheque or 

vouchers in advance. We can sort that for you or your 

local ThorvertonC19 volunteer should be able to help 

you. 

 

We can also arrange to leave pre-paid paper orders in 

our collection box from 8.00 onwards so that you can 

collect them when you or a neighbour/helper are out for 

some exercise.  

 

On weekdays the shop will NOT now be open for 

counter sales until 9.00. 

 

Paying for your papers for a week or more in advance 

would be really helpful and would minimise contact 

time between staff and customers. Of course we’ll 

reimburse you should there be a problem. 

 

Contact  :   Thorverton PO   01392 860455 or Heather 

Kershaw   01392 860419 to arrange 

 

Opening hours      NB  some changes 

 

TCT PAPER SHOP 

Mon - Fri    9.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 – 5.30 

Sat               8.00 – 12.00 

Sun              9.00 – 10.30 

 

Heather Kershaw       01392 860419 

 TCT Ltd Chair and Company Secretary 

Jan Hamilton              07764 461575  

TCT Ltd Business Manager 

 

Thorverton Post Office Counter 
Latest 
 

The post office counter staff have been classified as key 

workers and we are planning to keep the Post Office 

counter open as usual, i.e. Mon-Fri 9am-1pm, 2pm-

5.30pm and Sat 9am-12noon. We can offer almost all 

our usual services, including cash withdrawals etc. from 

banks or post office card account, letter and parcel post 

(with some restrictions on timed special delivery 

services), electricity/gas top-ups, bill payments, 

shopping returns. We are here to be helpful; do please 

use us if you can. Our phone number is 01392 860455. 

 

To protect and help our staff and each other, please 

note: 

1. We would ask you not to come into the 

portakabin to use the post office counter if there 

is a person already being served, but please do 

queue outside keeping your distance. You may 

wish to wear gloves to touch/pick up anything. 

2. You will need to use the pinpad on the card 

machine to make a card payment or withdraw 

cash; we are endeavouring to keep this as clean 

as possible, but you may prefer to wear gloves.  

3. We have had advice from Post Office Ltd and 

Royal Mail and the government that there is 

minimal risk from handling letters and parcels. 

4. If you are not able to come to the post office 

and wish to withdraw money from your post 

office card account (state pension and 

payments), you can appoint someone else to do 

this for you by filling in a form. Please ask your 

community volunteer to fetch one from the post 

office for you if possible, or phone 01392 

860314 to have one directly delivered to you. 

5. If you would like the subpostmaster (or a 

member of the post office counter staff) to 

transact any business on your behalf, e.g. bill 

payments, electricity/gas top-ups, 

posting/collecting  letters/parcels, shopping 

returns, please phone 01392 860314. Leave a 

clear, short message with your name and phone 

number if there is no answer. Payments due for 

your transactions must be made in cash because 

we cannot use your bank or post office card for 

you (but see 4.). 

 

Let’s work together so that we can continue to do 

everything we can to help over the coming months. 

 

Allison Toogood, Subpostmaster 

 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

COMMITTEE  

Statement re: COVID-19  

 

In line with the latest public health advice the 

Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee has taken the 

decision to close the Hall with immediate effect.  It will 

not be available for meetings or gatherings of any sort 

until Government advises that it is safe to re-open. 

 

We will, of course, regularly review the situation, and 

issue updates on our website, Facebook page and in 

Focus when we have them. 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thorvertonmemorialhall/pho

tos/a.211038592659781/211038562659784/?type=1&th

eater 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/thorvertonmemorialhall/photos/a.211038592659781/211038562659784/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/thorvertonmemorialhall/photos/a.211038592659781/211038562659784/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/thorvertonmemorialhall/photos/a.211038592659781/211038562659784/?type=1&theater
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Notice Board  
Please assume that all events that had been scheduled 

for April or May are postponed or cancelled unless you 

receive information to the contrary. Therefore, this is a 

much reduced Notice Board.  
 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House. 

Charity No. 1048253 ) 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House Surgery 

Patients 

 
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

Doreen Beer 860731        Jean Hawkins 860849 

Stephen Roach 861042       Roger Higman 860571   

MaryClare Smith 861916          Mary Hall 860532 

Dave Cole 860030           Lorraine Yarnell 861240   

Frances Beadle 861413           Martin Holt 861125   

John Owen-Jones 841085***      

This driver only does surgery appointments*** 
 

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery, hospitals and 

clinics in the area. 
 

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT CONTACT ONE 

OF THE DRIVERS MENTIONED ABOVE, 

GIVING THEM AS MUCH NOTICE AS 

POSSIBLE. 
 

If you use Link Up, a voluntary donation towards the 

Fund for the expenses of the drivers would be 

appreciated.  Donations should be given direct to the 

driver, who issues a receipt. All our drivers are 

volunteers, willingly giving up their time to help others 

in the community. Although they will do their best, they 

cannot always be available, so it may not always be 

possible to arrange a lift. 

 

Link Up are looking for additional drivers, if you 

wish to join our team helping Wyndham House 

surgery patients in the local community please 

contact as below. 

 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@icloud.com     

 

 

Could you help sell newspapers? 
 
Thorverton Cooperative Trust needs a volunteer to sell 

newspapers on a Wednesday morning between 8am and 

9.30am.  

If you may be able to help please contact Jan Hamilton 

on 07764 461575. 

 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Thorverton Parish Council   
 

Allotment for rent 
 

The Parish Council has an Allotment in the 

village for rent at a cost of £10 per year 

(plus a £25 refundable deposit). If you are 

interested in extending your garden or 

having a go at growing your own fruit, veg 

and flowers, please contact the Clerk, 

Alison Marshall, on t. 01392 861228 or e. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com for more 

information.  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

Competition Time 
 

With so much time on our hands for many of us - old 

and young – it presents an opportunity to get writing 

short stories. I would love to print several short stories 

over the next few months, so please get writing. I am 

setting no limit on the number of words other than to 

say that anything longer than two sides may have to be 

serialised, nor am I setting a topic. So please, use your 

imagination and send in your story for publication in 

Focus. I will give a prize to the writer of every story 

published.  

 

Small Ads 
 

Thomas Lloyd vintage leather 3 seater and 2 seater 

burgundy sofas free to a good home! 

 

Contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 for more 

information. 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Church Services and News    
With church services suspended, I have taken the 

unusual step of printing the following simple act of 

worship taken from the Netherexe Parishes Mission 

Community website, from Katie Cross. I hope that some 

readers will find this helpful. 

 

Simple Acts of Worship and Prayers for those who are 

unable to meet together 

 

  
“The LORD is good, a strong refuge when trouble 

comes. He is close to those who trust in him.” Nahum 

1:7  

 

‘Growing the Love of God in our Communities’  

 

This simple act of worship, and some selected prayers 

have been created for you if you are unable to attend 

church. Christians across the world say worship daily, 

so you will be taking part in these acts of worship in 

company with many others! If you are well enough, 

why not pause for a moment in the morning and 

evening to spend a few moments with God.  

 

You may like to have to hand: a Bible, a candle to light, 

some reflective music.  

 

A Reflective Service: for worship in isolation  

 

We come from scattered lives to meet with God.  

Let us recognise God’s presence with us now.  

 

Keep a short silence, still your heart.  

 

As God’s people we have gathered;  

Let us worship God now together,  

Across the miles yet joined. 

 

Let us pray.  

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

people, and kindle in us the fire of your love;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

Saying sorry to God:  

God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins.  

 

Keep a short silence  

 

For turning away from you, and ignoring your will for 

our lives;  

Father, forgive us: save us and help us.  

For behaving just as we wish, without thinking of you;  

Father, forgive us: save us and help us.  

For failing you by what we do and think and say; 

Father, forgive us: save us and help us.  

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you by 

temptations in the world about us;  

Father, forgive us: save us and help us.  

For living as if we were ashamed to belong to your Son;  

Father, forgive us: save us and help us.  

 

Forgiveness:  

May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive 

us our sins, and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Find the bible reading for today on the Church of 

England Website or use the readings for Sunday in the 

footnote below
1
  

 

Let us declare our faith in God.  

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.  

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

 

We pray for others in the quiet of our hearts.  

Lord, meet us in the silence  

And hear our prayer.  

 

Silence for prayer is kept:  

 

Pray for yourself in your isolation, that God would sit 

with you  

Pray for others in their loneliness  

Pray for our country  

Pray for the world  

 

Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and 

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

                                                      
1
 April 5

th
: Philippians 2.5-11 or Matthew 21.1-11;  

April 12
th

: Acts 10:34-43 or Matthew 28.1-10;  

April 19
th

: Acts 2.14a, 22-32 or John 20.19-end;  

April 26
th

: Acts 2.14a, 36-41 or Luke 24.13-35. 
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Silence is kept  

 

Faithful God, may we who share in this time of worship  

Glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

Our salvation and hope, who reigns as Lord now and 

forever.  

Fill us, Good Lord with your Spirit of love;  

And as you have fed us with your presence, so, make us 

one in heart and mind,  

In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Let us bless the Lord: Thanks be to God.  

“For God has said, ‘I will not leave you or forsake you’ 

so we can confidently say,  

‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear’.” (Hebrews 

13:5- 6)  

“It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with 

you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not be 

dismayed.” (Deuteronomy 31:8)  

 

Please God, we ask that we can meet together in church 

again, soon. Amen  

 

 

Parish Letter 
Risky Business 

 

Over the past weeks (as I write this in March) our 

media has been full of news about the Coronavirus. At 

this point, everyone is worried in case it spreads and the 

risk of infection increases. No doubt, by the time this 

goes to press we will have seen this happen. Bulk 

buying for hand sanitiser and toilet roll has led to 

shortages in the shops, holiday companies have noticed 

a reluctance to book trips abroad and even in the church 

we have assessed how we conduct our services. 

 

We are asked to wash our hands for at least twenty 

seconds (just enough time to say the Lord’s Prayer), to 

bin used tissues immediately and even to think about 

our physical contact with people, whether through 

handshake or hug.  

 

The very way we interact with each other has been 

assessed for possible risk to minimise the transmission 

of infection. 

 

The planet has been suffering too. We have seen over 

past months the impact of climate change on weather 

patterns and the result of rubbish disposal on our oceans 

and wildlife. Who can forget those images of the sea 

creatures caught in plastic waste? David Attenborough 

and Greta Thunberg have cajoled us to respond and act, 

which although changed our minds about straws and is 

making many reconsider single use plastics, is still an 

uphill battle. 

 

During Lent this year, the six weeks between Pancake 

day (Shrove Tuesday) and Easter, the Church of 

England has run a forty day challenge to ‘Care for 

God’s Creation’. Each day an insightful thought, 

inspired by the Bible has encouraged us to think about 

our own impact on the world around us.  

We have spent time thinking about light and energy, 

water consumption, our land use, trees and the seasons 

we witness. We have been encouraged to take personal 

steps but also to support agencies and organisations that 

support global efforts. 

 

As we approach the final two weeks our thoughts will 

turn to the creatures of sea, sky and land. 

 

It is fitting that as we consider ways of supporting one 

another through a flu epidemic we also contemplate the 

suffering that exists across the world, our care for the 

whole of creation.  

 

Despite the doom and gloom, Easter is time in the 

churches calendar that reminds us of hope in the midst 

of darkness, of life, where only death seemed possible, 

of God’s love reaching out to all. 

 

So let us care for one another, our communities and 

planet and rediscover God’s message of hope.  

 

Rev Katie Cross 

 

If you would like to find out more about the Church of 

England #Live Lent 40 Day challenge visit:  

https://www.churchofengland.org/   

https://www.churchofengland.org/
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Baptist Church 
 

And justify the ways of God to men’ 
  

No doubt Milton would have used inclusive language if 

writing his ‘Paradise Lost’ today.  But his words still 

come as a challenge to the believer and especially to the 

Christian minister.  I have had to face them on various 

occasions during the course of my ministry. One of the 

most painful experiences of my life was when a young 

woman in our French congregation lost her twin baby 

boys in the womb a few days before she was due to give 

birth.  The day before the tragedy, after our Sunday 

morning service, I had been joking with her husband 

about all the hard work that lay ahead.  It was not to be.  

  

A second example was when one of our church elders 

drowned during a fishing  expedition off the coast of 

Spain.  He was there to relax at his holiday home.  

Unwisely, tragically as it turned out, he was not 

wearing a life jacket although unable to swim.  Less 

than a year before, I had conducted the funeral service 

of his wife who had died after a long struggle with 

cancer.  How do you begin to console family members 

and friends in such cases?  And reconcile it all with the 

loving God of Christian belief? 

  

In the immortal words of Fidler on the Roof’s Tevye, 

faced with a similar conundrum: ‘I‘ll  tell you.  I don’t 

know.’  At least, I don’t know in the fullest sense and in 

any case what people want on the whole is not a 

theological explanation but a way out of some real 

crisis or other.  It is helpful for us as Christians to 

remind ourselves that nowhere are we promised a 

charmed, trouble-free existence.  If that were so, there 

would be no martyrs.  And there are martyrs a-plenty in 

our modern world.  God does not intervene to save 

them from death but rather to preserve them beyond 

death.  He does not necessarily rescue us from tragic 

circumstances but strengthens us to live through them.  

We do live in a world which involves pain and sorrow 

as well as joys and happiness, and in that world 

Christians are working to relieve suffering in so many 

forms.  They were there before the Coronavirus crisis, 

fighting against disease, poverty and injustice, and they 

will still be there once the pandemic is mastered. 

  

The word ‘unprecedented’ has been used time and time 

again to describe the present crisis of Coronavirus.  

Every day we are being called upon to make the most 

heart-rending of choices, to square the circle, to deny 

our natural inclinations, to put the interests of others 

before our own.  We observe opposing reactions among 

our fellow-citizens: on the one hand, acts of indecent 

fear-induced selfishness as people ransack the shelves 

of supermarkets despite government pleas; on the other 

hand, astonishing acts of bravery as medical personnel 

in our hospitals struggle heroically to save lives and in 

the process risk their own. 

  

In such a situation, we as Christians have the light of 

Scripture to guide us.  The Apostle Paul exhorts the 

Church at Philippi: ‘ Each of you should look not only 

to your own interests, but also to the interests of 

others.’  Elsewhere, he spells out our duty of solidarity, 

using the analogy of the human body: ‘If one part 

suffers, every part suffers with it.’  If for the moment 

we are spared the suffering that others are going 

through, it is our duty to identify with them in every 

practical way that we can. 

  

‘No man is an island, entire of it self; every man is a 

piece of the Continent, a part of the main... any man’s 

death diminishes me, because I am involved in 

Mankind ; and therefore never send to know for whom 

the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.’  John Donne’s profound 

sentiments concerning human solidarity (which, like 

Milton’s, would be expressed more inclusively today) 

have lost nothing of their relevance for our present 

situation or of their power.  

  

Another Scripture tells us that ‘we do not know what a 

day may bring forth’ and how true that ancient wisdom 

is.  Who indeed could have foreseen just a few short 

weeks ago that our world would so soon be changed 

forever?  But since such cataclysmic change has indeed 

come upon us, our duty is clear. St Paul in Romans 13:1 

urges ‘submission to the governing authorities’ and his 

words are echoed by St Peter in 1 Peter 2: 13.  And in 

his first letter to Timothy (2:1-2) we find this 

exhortation: ‘I urge then ... that requests, prayers, 

intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone - 

for kings and all those in authority.’  From these 

scriptural injunctions the Christian’s duty is clear: 

loyalty to legitimate state authorities and an obligation 

to pray for them and indeed for everyone who needs 

prayer.  In our present crisis, that represents a long list. 

  

In a few days’ time we shall put the clocks forward.  

How nice if only we could put them forward at least six 

months so as to wake up with our nightmare gone or 

going.  Alas we cannot.  But we can pray, share our 

apprehensions with God, show solidarity in various 

ways and comply with the powers that be - who are 

made up of frail, fearful and fallible men and women 

very much like ourselves. 

  

Each one of us needs to work out for himself or herself 

how faith and personal responsibility can work together. 

So ... trust in God and keep your powder dry.  Have 

faith in Jesus and keep washing your hands. 

  

Maurice Harrison 
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Women’s Institute 
 

In March we had a very interesting evening with Janet 

and Graham, Representatives from the Crime 

Commissioner, who had travelled from Plymouth to be 

with us.  They explained that they are not police staff as 

such, but they are Community Engagement Workers.  

Their main function is to visit groups of people – in 

shops, clubs, shows, schools, shopping centres, etc to 

listen to the views of people and to help people 

understand what the Crime Commission does. They 

cover all of Devon and Cornwall also the Isles of Scilly, 

and although not joined with Dorset, some services are 

shared across the counties. This is a huge area, which 

they put into perspective for us by saying that if all the 

roads in Devon were fixed end to end they would 

stretch from London to Sydney!!  

 

The Crime Commissioner’s mission is to get the best 

from the police for public safety. When Alison 

Hernandez, our Crime Commissioner, was elected, her 

first task, along with the Chief Constable was to set out 

her four year plan of the strategic priorities for policing 

in the area. Her aim is to have excellent policing, co-

ordinated wider public services and resilient self-

supporting communities.  The Policing Promise is to be 

accessible (ensuring local contact including 101, 999, 

face to face and local community liaison), responsive 

(understanding issues and providing feedback), 

informative (being told the role of the police, changes 

and performance) and supportive (enhancing road 

safety initiatives like speed watch, CCTV, providing 

funding for services to vulnerable people).  

 

Janet and Graham brought a number of leaflets to share 

with us explaining a wide range of services available – 

The Devon and Cornwall Alert (messaging service), 

neighbourhood watch, stickers for no cold callers, use 

of dash cam footage, Speed Watch, Cyber Safety and 

many more, all aimed at keeping communities safe. 

Last year the Police and Crime Commission for Devon, 

Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly budget was £283m, this 

is on average £3.40 a week per home. This did not 

sound so bad after listening to Janet and Graham 

explain the huge area covered and the wide range of 

services provided. 

 

Sadly, we have had to postpone events planned for 

April and May. 

 

Judy Bright 

 

Whatever it takes 
 

As I write this article I am unable to predict what will 

be happening in two weeks time when you read it.  

However, I do think the three word mantra above will 

be prominent.  The speed with which the world has 

changed and the adaptations we are making are 

unprecedented.  We are currently bracing ourselves for 

a very difficult time during which there will be much 

loss.  Individuals as well as communities are going to 

need to be resilient. Supporting, communicating and 

thinking of others will be fundamental to get the best 

possible outcomes.  The surgery will strive to do this by 

using the phone and video link consultations we have 

set up.  The Bertie service will continue and we have 

plenty of volunteers coming forward to help extend 

delivery of medication to those who will be unable to 

collect from the surgery.  In Silverton we will be 

working closely with the Community Angels group and 

will set up similar liaisons in the other villages.  Over 

the last few weeks Trish Jones our Wellbeing 

coordinator has been ensuring there are good networks 

amongst those who attend Balance classes and the 

Memory Café and she will be happy to incorporate 

anyone who needs extra support.  Please contact her 

directly or via the surgery.  (Trish Jones 0748 437 7289 

or silverwellbeing@gmail.com) 

 

It is essential that everyone follows the Government’s 

Public Health advice.  It will be extremely difficult for 

us all to spend a long time with very limited social 

contacts.  In many of these articles over the years I have 

written about how our health is optimized by simple 

daily physical activity and maximising social 

interactions. As I write there seems no reason for not 

planning to get out in the fresh air to exercise regularly 

and interact with others whilst keeping the necessary 

social distance. Over the next six months our options 

will be more limited but the goals remain the same, we 

will just have to find different ways of achieving them. 

The importance of community connections, to facilitate 

these human needs for as many as possible, has never 

been greater.   

 

As a surgery we aim to be as accessible as we can be 

and will adapt in whatever ways are needed to ensure 

medicines are supplied and delivered.  Life and the 

other illnesses that come with it will go on and so will 

we. Thank you to everyone for your support and 

community collaboration. 

 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 
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Arts Festival 

50th East Devon 

Arts Festival at 

 Thorverton 

Parish Church 

 MAY 2020 
 

 

This year’s festival has had to be postponed or even 

cancelled. Depending on how things progress, we 

may consider having an exhibition in the autumn. 

 

In the meantime we thought you might like to know 

what was happening here in Thorverton in July 

1970. The week’s events were held to 

commemorate the martyrdom of Thomas a Becket 

in 1170. The patron saint of our church is St 

Thomas of Canterbury. 

 

Perhaps YOU remember from 1970 the festival of 

flowers or were part of the cavalcade of pilgrims, 

acted or sang in the play ‘Who was Becket?’ 

enacted in the church (see list of players on the 

right). Other events included bingo, a sports 

evening, a street fair, a ball, vintage transport and 

special church services of course. There wasn’t in 

fact an art exhibition the first year, this followed in 

subsequent years and has continued to this 

day……….well not 2020 perhaps  

 

The events of that week raised some £450 for 

church funds, quite a sum in those days. It still is a 

big income source for our church so we’ll really 

feel its loss this year. 

 

It would be great if you’d share your memories with us and Focus readers. Do you have any photos or newspaper 

cuttings, programme or just lovely recollections?  Do get in touch with us or the Focus team.  

Heather + Royston Kershaw   01392 860419   Jean Brown   01392 861176   eastdevonarts@aol.com 
 

 

 

 

The programme for the week’s events in July 

1970 is on the following page. 

mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

Events & activities for the 50 plus! 
New members welcome! 

Membership is open to anyone 50 or over living in 

Silverton and surrounding towns and villages in the 

Exe & Culm Valley area.  The Club which organizes 

outings to places of interest and other social activities 

such as theatre trips, coffee mornings and whist, has 

been in existence for 26 years and is a not for profit 

organisation.  Annual membership is £6. 

 

Unfortunately, because of Governmental restrictions 

on travel affecting the 70+ due to the coronavirus, a 

decision has had to be taken to cancel all planned 

Club activities for an initial period of two months, 

after when the situation will be reviewed in the light 

of prevailing circumstances. 

 

Further information about the Club and its activities 

can be obtained from Martin Clough Club Secretary 

38 Hederman Close Silverton EX5 4HW Devon Tel: 

01392 860971 or e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com. 

Martin Clough 

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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A Year on our Farm – March 
 

The month started on a sad note, our lovely spaniel 

Molly was hit by a vehicle on the road and her 

injuries were such that she had to be put down. I 

know it’s hard for both drivers and animals as our 

farm straddles the road, and the dogs find it hard to 

differentiate between tarmac and concrete, public 

highway and private land.!   She was a rescue dog 

that had spent the first 5-6 years of her life breeding 

puppies on a puppy farm; we gave her 5 more years 

where she was a much loved bouncy spaniel.  

 

We  managed to plant a few trees before March blew 

in, we try to plant some each year, from fruit trees in 

the orchard, new woodland, or hedge trees; as this 

time. We sold another 7 cattle, these were fat and 

went direct to the slaughter house, again a good 

return for our money. 40 “big bales” of rape straw, 

and 20 big bales of barley straw were sold, (straw 

always sells well in wet weather) We bought a 

forage-feeder it blows the silage in front of the sheep. 

New machinery is always expensive, we are very 

pleased with it and it saves a lot of time. We had 

delivered 15ton of fertilizer for the grass land; but as 

I write the ground is still too wet to get on. 

 

The consistent rain has been a worry! Our 

agronomist tells us we have now missed the window 

to sow any winter corn, and the period for sowing 

spring corn will soon be up. The 22 acre grass field 

that was in rotation to be put into wheat, will now be 

left in grass for the year, but we still have 50 acres 

doing nothing waiting to be tilled. 

 
WE ARE LAMBING, thick and fast, they are 

popping out all the time and we’re finding it hard to 

find places to put everything. I do the morning slot 

and am in the sheep-shed by 6am. All multiple births 

are in the main sheep-shed, I walk quietly up and 

back the passage-way prioritising what needs me 

first, the only thing I’ll rush in the pen for is if a lamb 

is born but hasn’t shaken all the bag off and is 

basically drowning in its own fluids. There is a 

second shed of doubles; then we have 50 single ewes 

in the lower yard, and 50 singles in Zoe’s shed which 

she sees to.  

 

The doubles take most of the time. I’ll pick up  2 wet 

lambs and carry them slowly to the gate of the pen, 

into the passage-way and along to the individual pens 

where ewe and lambs can get to know each other. 

Ewes, freshly lambed are like any other mother 

(animal or human) and will follow their newborn 

closely, anywhere! Once in the individual pen the 

lambs umbilical cord is dressed with iodine to help it 

dry up and stop infection, the ewes udder is checked 

for colostrum (first milk) and by the size of the lambs 

tummy I note if its sucked or not. The ewes No. is 

recorded along with what No. pen she’s in. I give her 

hay, but not water immediately, there’s nothing 

worse than seeing a, “was OK lamb” drowned in a 

bucket of water!  

 

Reg starts feeding the rest of the stock, and Paul (our 

lambing helper) will help me. All pens need hay and 

water, we have 60 individual pens. All doubles spend 

at least 24hours in an individual pen, then they have 

to be tailed and castrated and numbered, before going 

into group pens where they will stay for another 24-

36 hours before going out to a field. So there is a lot 

of moving ewes and lambs around, and all the time 

ewes are lambing and need penning up, its like a 

conveyer belt!  

 

Our land was still so wet and we didn’t start turning 

sheep into fields until the second week of March, and 

put shelters for lambs in the fields with doubles, and 

no more than 50 ewes and lambs in each field. The 

ewes with doubles still have a bit of corn ration in the 

field for the first couple of weeks. The singles are 

taken to our land at Cadbury and look after 

themselves. What isn’t put out by lunch time has to 

wait till the next day. Someone is in the sheep shed 

for over 20hours of each day with Michael not 

coming to bed until about 3 or 4 o’clock in the 

morning. Television lambing programmes give you 

the impression that every birth needs assistance, this 

is far from the truth and most sheep lamb by 

themselves and lambs suck by themselves. In fact 

strong singles, will be tailed and numbered and out in 

a field within hours of birth. But of course it’s not all 

easy going, there’s the lamb coming backwards, or 

tangled up triplets. Reg is excellent at lambing ewes 

.Then there’s the hospital corner where the weakly or 

premature or unwell or just plain “die-ers” are; they 

all need time and attention. Plus the lambs, with their 

mothers, that are a bit hungry, and need topping-up 

with the bottle! All of this slows down the conveyer 

belt. Then we have torrential rain like on Sunday 15
th
 

and nothing gets moved out.  
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All sheep to lamb are now in one shed, and the ewes-

lambs (12mth old sheep) are due to start lambing on 

the 22
nd

. We are 12 days into lambing and have 

lambed 320 ewes. 

 

Let’s hope by the next time I write, the Lynch Road 

will be passable! We will have drilled our wheat and 

oats, and the ewe that has been restrained in an 

adopter box since the 5
th
 of March will have taken 

her lamb! 

 
 

Tina Ayre 

 

The Joy of the Campervan 

Einstein, our present campervan, is 30 years old. The 

interior conversion is 25 years old and engine is 15 

years old. I have had a campervan since 1966 when I 

bought a brand-new Devon conversion split-screen 

for £950. (Note: at the time a camper was classified 

as a mobile home and not subject to car tax. The 

unconverted van, including car tax was £1100). Low-

powered and with a 6V battery. Since then I have 

owned 4 other campers, all VWs with rear engines 

and plenty of space inside for sleeping, cooking and 

drinking wine while looking at a different view every 

time we stop.  

 

This first van was used as a magic carpet through 

Europe via Greece and Italy, then shipped through 

the Suez Canal to Mombasa. Then onwards into 

Kenya including trips to Lake Rudolf (now Lake 

Turkana) on the border of Ethiopia, and Tanzania 

with a drive across the Serengeti to Ngorongoro 

Crater. Also Uganda, where we followed heavily 

armed landrovers down the main streets of Kampala 

during the Idi Amin administration. The van had an 

opening windscreen which was ideal for 

photographing wildlife. Five years later the van was 

sold for £600 when we left Kenya for new jobs in 

Belgium. 

 

The second van was also a bargain. The garage in 

Brussels had an unsold brand-new bay-window T2 

van from the previous year available with a discount 

of 40% (that doesn't seem to happen now!). This 

Westfalia conversion was used for more than 10 

years during which time it was used for 360 nights' 

accommodation with 2 children. A bit cramped but it 

worked, with a canvas stretcher-bed above the 

steering wheel and a 2
nd

 child-bed on the front seats. 

On several years it transported, overnight down the 

German autobahns, 2 families (4 adults and 4 

children) to Austria for a week's skiing.  I think that 

would be illegal now, due to lack of seatbelts. Trips 

to France, Spain, Switzerland and Italy and riverside 

camping in Luxemburg. Then after a few years in 

Thorverton, being used as daily transport to Exeter, 

the engine finally died after 175,000 miles.  

 

Jack Mann (of the Exeter Inn) had a blue VW T2 

campervan, which he wasn't using much. So, I 

bought his Danbury conversion with a hinged roof 

and 2 beds for the children up top, giving us much 

needed extra space. A polystyrene sailboat and an 

infatable rubber dinghy could now be carried. During 

the school holidays more trips to Europe were taken, 

including sailing in Gulf of Morbihan and to 

Scotland, where we rowed to the back of Smoo Cave 

on the north coast. One of the joys of being a teacher 

is that long holidays are available.  

 

The fourth van was an import from California, a 

Westfalia Vanagon T25 with Porsche engine and a 

canvas-sided pop top. Much better performance, but 

rather thirsty on fuel (24 mpg on a long run and much 

less around town). This lasted for 12 years, travelling 

round UK and France including a trip down the west 

coast to the Pyrenees. Travel in a campervan has 

reduced hassle. If you want to explore off your 

original route, you know you have your bed with 

you. You just need to find place to park; a wild camp, 

a campsite, or the carpark behind the church in a 

French village. In the latter case, you may wake to 

find yourself surrounded by market stalls..where you 

can buy your breakfast. 

 

Van number five (Einstein) is a hightop, with much 

increased storage space in the roof and this time a 

much more economical diesel engine (35 mpg). 

However you are never going to get anywhere 

quickly..that's not the point. Take your time at 55 

mph, and enjoy the view, stopping for a welcome, 

freshly-brewed tea or coffee when you feel like it. 

One bumper sticker reads “SLOW VEHICLE, FAST 

HOME”. 

 

You have a high viewpoint, so you can even see over 

some of the Devon hedges and over the roofs of cars 

in front. You are also part of a community; other VW 

camper owners wave as they pass on the other side of 

the road. Numerous weekend meets all over the 

country provide entertainment and possibility of 

buying extras and spare parts for your, now aging, 

van. Of course the van can carry a lot of stuff; on one 

occasion a complete bathroom suite with bath, 2 front 

house doors and a kitchen sink unit. With the right 

choice of van, depreciation may be avoided. Split-

screen vans 50 years old may now sell for £30,000, 

and a top quality 1989 T3 synchro (4WD) is on sale 

locally at £35,000.  But, you can still buy vans in 

reasonable condition for under £5000.  Campervans 

rule OK! 
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The Coronavirus Scenarios 
 

Did he predict COVID-19? 

 

I met the well-respected Futurologist, Keynote 

Speaker and Scenario planner, Clem Sunter*, in 

South Africa on a few occasions. He is a bestselling 

author and is the former CEO and Chairman of the 

Gold and Uranium division of the South African 

mining giant, Anglo American. 

 

As an authority in his field it is well worth reading 

the clear perspectives Clem gives below: 

 

"In a book published in 2015 entitled 

“Flagwatching”, I wrote about how important it was 

to identify the flags changing the world as we know 

it. One of the flags was the increasing likelihood of a 

global pandemic due to higher rates of international 

travel and the growing concentration of people in 

megacities. Likewise, the transmission of viruses 

across different species was a major concern as was 

the appearance of multi-drug resistant varieties of 

bacteria. 
 I ended up by quoting Louis Pasteur, the remarkable 

19
th
 century French microbiologist, who in a moment 

of pessimism said: “It is the microbes who will have 

the last word.” 

 

The coronavirus, alternatively called COVID-19, is 

now spreading so quickly around the world that, 

despite the containment measures taken by China 

where the virus originated, it now exists on every 

continent other than Antarctica. How significant a 

threat it poses to humankind in general has to be 

explored in scenarios. 

 

Much Ado About Nothing 

The first one I have named “Much Ado About 

Nothing”. Even though the estimated number of 

people infected worldwide by the coronavirus is 

approaching 100 000 as we speak and there have 

been 3 000 deaths, a scenario put forward by some 

US medical experts is that the media have gone 

overboard in exaggerating the magnitude of the 

disease. 

 

According to this narrative, it will evolve into a 

normal seasonal outbreak of flu, albeit of a new kind, 

and after a while it will be quietly forgotten. 

Currently about 32 million Americans catch flu 

annually of whom 32 000 or 0.1% die as a 

consequence. The coronavirus, which has a fatality 

rate of somewhere between 1 and 2% if one allows 

for undetected infections, will increase the annual 

number of flu cases and deaths but not to the point of 

hurting the country’s vibrant economy. The majority 

of people will recover and probably develop an 

immunity to this particular strain. 

 

An alternative argument put forward to support the 

validity of this scenario is that the last two outbreaks 

of severe respiratory syndrome this century, SARS 

and MERS, disappeared overnight. If the coronavirus 

does the same, people will wonder why they got so 

alarmed. My response is that the figures for the 

coronavirus in terms of cases and deaths are already 

well ahead of its two predecessors and make such an 

outcome increasingly unlikely. It also has a much 

wider international footprint. 

 

The Camel’s Straw 

The second scenario I call “The Camel’s Straw”. It 

is where the new virus has such a disruptive effect on 

the global economy that we head into a recession and 

a second collapse of the financial markets in this 

century. The theme of this scenario is that the central 

banks around the world have since 2008 created 

such a huge mountain of debt among governments, 

companies and individual consumers that a small 

shock can break the camel’s back. The epidemic does 

not have to be a huge one for this to happen. 

In support of this scenario is the economic impact we 

are already witnessing in China, Italy, South Korea, 

Iran and other countries hit by the virus. It has also 

had a devastating effect on supply chains and 

tourism. Many events involving the gathering of 

large numbers of people in the same spot have been 

cancelled. The official statistics do not yet reflect 

these adversities; and obviously the key uncertainty 

for the markets is how long the negative conditions 

caused by the spread of the virus will persist. 
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Hence, we are seeing record volatility in the stock 

market indices from one day to the next with the first 

one driven by fear and the second by greed. For 

online traders, it must be paradise as every buyer 

requires a seller with the opposite scenario in mind. 

 

Spain Again 

The third scenario is the nightmare one: “Spain 

Again” in which national health systems are put 

under intolerable pressure to handle the number of 

cases cropping up. It is where we have a repeat of 

the Spanish flu which occurred just over one hundred 

years ago. It killed around 50 to 100 million people 

and reduced the world’s population by 3 to 5%. 

 

The argument against this scenario is that the 

medical community today is far more advanced and 

knowledgeable than the one which fought the Spanish 

flu and by this time next year an effective vaccine 

should be available. Governments are better 

prepared too. On the other side of the equation is 

that we live in a much more interconnected world 

which facilitates transmission; and viruses can 

mutate into a more lethal form as the Spanish flu 

demonstrated. 

 

As each day passes, the flags indicating the viability 

of each of these three scenarios will rise and fall. A 

fox is a person who keeps ahead of the game by being 

open-minded and objective as the evidence one way 

or the other flows in. Equally, foxes are individuals 

who are prepared to adapt their personal behaviour 

in light of the challenges posed by the scenarios and 

at the same time protect their loved ones. 

 

Foxy companies will continuously review their 

strategy and tactics and have a radar system 

evaluating the impact that the virus is having on their 

markets and supply chains. They will do their best to 

take the risks out of play. They will keep the health of 

their employees uppermost in their minds and 

minimise the chances of the virus invading their 

workforce. 

 

Finally, foxy politicians and foxy nations will lay 

aside their differences and attempt to present a 

united front against the future spread of the virus. 

Maybe this virus will help us realise we all live on 

the same planet and to avoid COVID-19 having the 

last word, we need to create a shared destiny.” 

 

This article was written on 3 March 2020, so by the 

time you read it, one or another scenario may well 

have become more apparent.  

 

Keep well and keep taking your Vitamin C! 

 

* Clem Sunter is an internationally acclaimed 

authority on management strategy, scenario 

planning, and corporate social responsibility. He is 

the former CEO and Chairman of the Gold and 

Uranium division of the South African mining giant, 

Anglo American. 

Peter Roberts 

 

 

Recipe 
Rhubarb and Meringue 

Instead of a pie or crumble, try rhubarb with 

meringue: 

  

500g (1 lb) rhubarb cut into bite sized chunks  

a slice of lemon  

50 – 75g (2 – 3 oz) sugar  

2 large egg whites 

100gm [4oz] caster sugar  

 

Cook the rhubarb gently with the ordinary sugar and 

lemon. When tender place in a pie dish and allow to 

cool. Make the meringue by whisking the egg whites 

and gradually adding the caster sugar. Continue 

whisking until the mixture is firm. Spoon on top of 

the rhubarb and sprinkle with a little more sugar. 

Bake in a moderate oven until the meringue is crisp, 

and a pale golden colour. 

 

This is good with Devonshire cream custard made 

from the 2 egg yolks, vanilla extract, 250 ml (1/2 

pint) milk, 25g (1 oz) sugar and a teaspoon cornflour. 

Whisk the egg yolks together with the sugar, 

cornflour and vanilla extract. Pour on the boiled milk 

– stirring well. Return to the saucepan and bring to 

the boil stirring thoroughly. Remove from the heat 

and finish with a couple of tablespoons of double 

cream. 

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Crediton 

 

Colour adverts 
 

At the Focus AGM held in early-March, the 

suggestion was made that we should have a double-

page colour spread for advertisements, taking up the 

middle pages of Focus. There was general agreement 

that we should offer this option to advertisers (at 

double the normal advertising rates) in April with a 

view to starting a colour spread in May. However, 

given the current uncertainties which are sure to be 

affecting most businesses which advertise with us, I 

am not introducing it just yet. But this is just to let 

you know that it is in our minds. I will email 

advertisers when we do decide to go ahead with the 

idea. 

Ed 
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 Hello, Jura here 
 

After all the wet weather it was lovely to spend the 

day in the garden yesterday helping Dad get things 

sorted out. I don’t mind the rain but it does mean that 

I get a bit bored indoors, which usually leads to me 

being naughty and getting told off! I often spend 

really wet days in Mum’s office helping her do 

‘work’. I like to help with ‘work’ by emptying the 

rubbish bin or eating paper, mostly I just snooze. I 

always keep one eye on Mum in case she goes out to 

the kitchen as, when this happens, there is always a 

chance of a treat. When Mum has been working for 

quite a long time, about half an hour, I find my toy 

carrot, monkey, duck or ball and plop it on to her lap 

and, eventually, Mum gives in and stops work to play 

with me for five minutes. Sometimes I just sit and 

stare at her until she says ‘Jura, what do you want?’ I 

then run to the kitchen and sit and stare at my treat 

cupboard until I get a treat. Who says dogs can’t talk! 

 

 

Well, as I was saying, it was lovely to see the 

sunshine and to spend the day in the garden. When 

Dad said that gardening was the plan for the day I 

was at the back door squeaking like a puppy. Once 

outside the first job was to cut the grass. I am always 

very helpful with this as I run around the mower like 

mad chasing away any birds or cats that might be in 

the way. I need to do this as Dad’s driving is not 

what it used to be! The next job was to rake up all the 

leaves, one of my most favourite jobs, so I run 

around as fast as I can catching and eating leaves 

while Dad is trying to make a nice neat pile of them. 

I was having so much fund that my tail was hitting 

each side of my head as I was wagging it so much!  

 

Once all the leaves had been swept up Dad decided 

to pick some daffodils for Mum as a treat - my best 

treat is a biscuit - and to help out I picked up a 

daffodil in my mouth and ran round the garden with 

it at full pelt. As this made Dad really laugh I kept 

running around for ages. I had a go at eating the 

daffodil at one stage but it was so yucky that I soon 

spat it out. Dad said ‘ah, there are some things that 

you won’t eat then Jura’ which I thought was quite 

cheeky. Mum was so pleased with the daffodils that 

she made us some lunch and we all sat in the 

sunshine for a while. After finishing my Boneo, and 

as Mum and Dad were doing boring ‘chat’, I went 

and sat by the gate to watch humans and cars go by. I 

like it when humans stop and talk to me and I wag 

my tail like mad at most of them. I love it when 

Graham the Postman goes by as he always has dog 

treats in his pocket. He is definitely my most 

favourite Postman in all the world.  

 

I was just drifting off to sleep, dreaming of Graham 

the Postman passing by, when I heard Dad making a 

racket so I went to investigate. He was trimming the 

Magnolia tree so, not to miss an opportunity, I 

grabbed a big twig to play with but in my excitement 

I started to eat it and had soon eaten the whole lot, 

and in record time. I was quite full after that. 

Something else I like to do in the garden is to sit 

under the bird table, which hangs from something 

called ‘the Damson tree’, and wait for the birds to 

flick some food down to me. The crumbs usually 

land on my head but sometimes I manage to catch 

them in my mouth! The old cheese is the best – I love 

that stuff.    

 

Later that day, just as I was creeping up on my cat 

brother Ginger George, Dad mentioned ‘the orchard’ 

and as this is my most favourite place in the world I 

jumped up and down on the spot. Off we went to the 

orchard and, having decided that I had helped Dad 

quite enough for one day, I had a go at biting the 

trees - no one knows why I do that, eating some 

grass, finding some stones in the stream and chasing 

the squirrels. I was surprised to see a big red squirrel 

in one tree and so I barked very loudly to let Dad 

know something was up. When Dad came to have a 

look he said that I had found a pheasant and told me 

to ‘leave it’. As it was a bit big and scary, and kept 

shouting at me, leave it I did!     

The other day my friend Belle came to stay. Here is a 

photo of us playing ‘pull’ which is one of our most 

favourite games. Until next time, woof woof, Jura 
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Poetry 
 

We are fortunate to have three poetry offerings this 

month. Now that so many of us have more time on 

our hands, I would love to be able to produce a 

bumper Poetry page for May. Don’t hold back please 

– Ed. 

 

I suspect that most of us don’t think about how it is 

that we come to live in such a tidy village. Well, one 

of the reasons is that we have had two excellent 

volunteer litter-pickers in Stretton Taborn and now 

Lorraine Colebrook. Let Lorraine tell us more – Ed: 

 

The Litter Picker’s Lament 

 

I’m a village litter picker 

and thought you ought to know, 

that I pick the village litter, 

so I’d like to say ‘ Hello! ‘ 

 

I have two pairs of gloves, 

a yellow jacket too. 

I’ve also got a tweezer stick 

for picking up the poo! 

 

My tweezers are a little old 

And do not join quite true 

And when I pick up lumpy things, 

They sadly fall right through. 

 

I put the gloves down somewhere 

In a little plastic pack,  

but the blighters upped and ran away 

when I had turned my back! 

  

So I stroll around the village 

and pick up this and that. 

I sometimes pass the time of day 

and have a little chat. 

 

There’s little bits of paper 

and the shiny tinsel foil. 

A lot of ciggy fag ends 

which makes my job a toil. 

 

I have to say I leave them 

and pretend they are not there, 

because I need to have a life, 

not that I do not care. 

 

There’ll be slicker litter pickers 

in the village I am sure, 

but I’m most enthusiastic 

and could become a bore. 

 

I cannot go outside my door 

not looking for a sin 

and then I have to pick it up 

and put it in the bin. 

 

I think I’m going down 

with the litter picker’s blight. 

A nasty mental health risk, 

which cannot be put right. 

 

So, have a thought and be aware. 

There is a litter picker there.  

And very carefully take care, 

and only drop it…………..if you dare!! 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

 

The Old Man and the Bees 

 

The old man is not afraid of the bees.  

Like a halo, they buzz around his head. 

 

If a bee settles in his beard, he plucks  

It out, knowing it will not not sting him. 

 

Bees are on his clothes; in his hair; 

They move in tune with his fingers. 

 

Without a face net or gloves, 

He stands beneath a birch tree, 

 

Sunlight in its branches, 

His bald head aglow. 

 

Bees murmur; intent on 

Bee business, gathering 

 

Nectar and pollen from 

Milkweed and goldenrod. 

 

The above poem will serve as a metaphor for these 

challenging times in which, as FDR put it, " We have 

nothing to fear but fear itself." 

 

The Stoic philosopher Epictetus said, "The greater 

the difficulty, the more glory in surmounting it. 

Skilful pilots gain their reputation from storms and 

tempests." The Stoics welcomed hard times. They 

saw their lives as training for moments such as we 

are in now, believing our minds can create our own 

heaven or hell. 

 

Andrew Hoellering 
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Retiarius  
Large, black, thick legged 

it comes scuttling  

across the wooden floor  

one September evening –  

straight towards me.  

 

Used though I am  

to these autumnal intruders  

I curl up – repelled.  

Sensing movement  

it changes direction 

and I relax – 

though for a while  

won’t be sitting on the chair  

under which it disappears. 

 

A memory stirs 

of a school assembly  

many years ago.   

Our teacher telling a story 

as we sat horseshoe fashion  

on a hard Hall floor,  

an attentive audience. 

 

Emerging from under a bookcase  

spindly legs outsplayed, 

a Retiarius entering the arena,  

it advanced slowly 

then came to a halt 

before my ringside seat  

conscious of our cries 

and shuffling feet. 

 

Hand raised imperiously 

requiring silence  

the teacher stepped forward, 

deftly scooped it up  

and presented it 

in the palm of his hand 

for our inspection. 

An opportunity to show  

we are all God’s creatures –  

not an outmoded concept then. 

  

 “Nothing to be afraid of children 

it won’t harm you, it’s only a.…”  

Moral cut short  

by a sharp bite 

and audience forgotten  

the object of his lesson  

was thrown to the floor 

and with a stamp dispatched –   

a reaction greeted  

by our excited cheers. 

 

Must it always come to that? 

Good intentions at first  

to strangers within our midst.  

Our instincts come out in the end –  

our thumbs turn down. 
C. G. Protheroe                                           

 
The following was submitted to me by Maurice 

Harrison: 

 

Christian optimism is seen in a poem, by Rev. Lynn 

Ungar, entitled Pandemic. She says even our 

isolation during a time of quarantine can be 

embraced as a gift from God:      

    

What if you thought of it 

as the Jews consider the Sabbath— the most sacred 

of times? 

Cease from travel. 

Cease from buying and selling. Give up, just for now, 

on trying to make the world different than it is. 

Sing. Pray. Touch only those 

to whom you commit your life. 

Center down. 

And when your body has become still, reach out with 

your heart. 

Know that we are connected 

in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. (You could 

hardly deny it now.) 

Know that our lives 

are in one another’s hands. 

(Surely, that has come clear.) 

Do not reach out your hands. 

Reach out your heart. 

Reach out your words. 

Reach out all the tendrils 

of compassion that move, invisibly, 

where we cannot touch. 

Promise this world your love -- 

for better or for worse, 

in sickness and in health, 

so long as we all shall live. 
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Thorverton History Society 
 

The Roman Bath House in Exeter – Dr John 

Salvatore 

 

John gave his talk to a packed audience in the WI 

hut. In AD 43 – 55 the Roman army invaded Britain. 

The 2
nd

 Legion Augusta came to Exeter in about AD 

55 led by their commander Vespasian. He captured 

the Isle of Wight (Vectsis) on his way here. John 

recommends that you look out for metal information 

plaques in the Cathedral Close.  

 

The legion consisted of about 10 cohorts plus 

cavalry. This would have been about 5 – 6,000 men 

and the same number of auxiliaries, so a very large 

army. There would also have been non combat 

personnel. Very few would have been women or 

children unless they were the families of officers. 

Some may have been outstationed in various forts 

away from Exeter like Cullompton, Tiverton or 

North Tawton. There is now evidence of non 

combatants being based in the area of the old St 

Loyes College in Topsham Road. The Legion was 

only here until about 75 / 80 when they were 

transferred to Caerleon in South Wales. Military 

strategists and surveyors chose the site for the 

Legionary fortress. It was a naturally defensive site 

and they would have constructed a timber bridge 

over the Exe. 

 

As recently as 1970 there was no evidence of a fort at 

Exeter. It was archaeological excavations carried out 

in the Cathedral Close and the Guildhall site that 

revealed the evidence. The original fortress of about 

40 acres was smaller than the later city that was 

contained within the stone walls (about 200 acres). 

As Romans built to a plan it was easier to work out 

and understand how the fortress was laid out. There 

were many barracks within the fortress with the 

Principia (HQ) near to the centre. The excavations 

revealed graneries and timber buildings which had 

tiled roofs. The barrack blocks had small rooms that 

would accommodate 8 men in bunk beds. 

 

By AD 60 the Roman Bath House had been built. 

This was the first stone construction in the south west 

and of a quality that would indicate a lengthy 

occupation but this was not to be the case. It was 

mainly constructed from local volcanic stone from 

Rougemont. It had mosaic floors, Purbec marble 

basins and windows and blue window glass. The site 

director, Paul Bidwell, considers it to be the finest 

bath house in northern Europe and the finest 

architects would have been used in the construction.  

 

Excavations in the 1970s revealed about half of the 

bath house. From the excavation site it would have 

extended toward the High Street. It had hot rooms, 

cold rooms and then a cold bath. There would have 

been a large swimming pool nearby and a large 

quantity of water would have been needed which 

came from the Sidwell Street area. The bath house 

had a hypocaust floor and hot air from two furnaces 

was driven through the floor and walls. Bathing was 

very important for the troop based in Exeter as they 

worked hard and needed proper relaxation. 

 

By AD 60 there was great unrest. Boudicca was 

leading her army and fighting the Romans. Three 

Roman legions were involved but not the one based 

in Exeter. In Colchester she destroyed the temple of 

Claudius. The commander of the Exeter legion was 

ordered to join in the fighting but for reasons 

unknown he failed to do so and he kept improving 

the defensive ditches in Exeter, possibly to save the 

prestigious bath house. If the legion moved out they 

risked losing the fortress and infrastructure to any 

insurgents. Boudicca was defeated but the local 

commander had failed to obey orders and he denied 

his legion battle honours. He took his own life by 

falling on his sword. In AD 73 the 2
nd

 legion was 

transferred to Caerleon. 

 

So what happened to the vacated fortress? The bath 

house was converted to a basilica / forum, the civic 

centre of Isca Dumnoniorum and the birth place of 

the City of Exeter. It remained in use until the 5
th
 

century. To convert the building, the hypocaust 

system was filled in and new steps were added on the 

western side to form the entrance in about 80 AD. 

The inhabitants of the new town needed baths but 

these were smaller affairs and were excavated by 

Lady Aileen Fox in Sidwell Street. The city started to 

acquire buildings of the type seen in Rome. High 

Quality homes in the Mediterranean style were 

occupied by the good and the great of the time. The 

local people had embraced the Roman way of life. 

 

What to do with the bath house following 

excavations? There was wish at the time to put it on 

permanent display with a roof over it to protect it 

from the elements but an oil crisis and a three day 

week prevented it. The archaeology was covered in 

sand to protect it. Since then there have been talks 

about the possibility of opening it up to the public but 

funds cannot be raised for the project and it is not 

likely to happen in our lifetime but I was lucky 

enough to see it at the time as I worked on the 

excavations with John 

 

Robert Turner   
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Nature Notes 
 

My daughter and I ventured out for a short walk on 

23
rd

 February and found these specimens of thrum- 

eyed and pin-eyed primroses within a metre of each 

other. In my last Focus article I mentioned there are 

two forms of primrose. 

  

 

Left: Thrum-eyed Primrose – the stigma is enclosed 

by the anthers.  

Right: Pin-eyed Primrose – the stigma rises above the 

anthers.  

 

On 22nd February my 

niece and her dad were on 

a walk and came across 

these two common lizards 

snuggled up together in 

sunshine on a cushion of 

moss on a south facing 

hedge bank between 

Shobrooke Mill and 

Shobrooke Church. It 

looks like they are male 

and female going by their 

body shapes although 

mating does not occur 

until April and May.  

 

In our garden on 9
th
 March 

I noticed a hen blackbird 

taking dried grass to make 

a nest in a hedge close to the house. I’ve also seen a 

greenfinch carrying nesting material. On our odd 

sunny days I’ve spotted brimstone and small 

tortoiseshell butterflies. On 16
th
 March at Nomans 

Chapel Cross were masses of mining bees milling 

around on the bank near the stone to commemorate 

where once a chapel stood. They are possibly yellow-

legged mining bee.  As spring progresses so different 

mining bees can be found at this location. From here 

a short walk along the lane where the tumulus rises, 

on the opposite hedge a common lizard was warming 

itself in the sunshine. On subsequent walks it is still 

found on the same patch of dried vegetation. 

 

A to Z  Peacock Butterfly Aglais io 

The peacock butterfly is one of our native winter 

hibernators and it so happens this is the first butterfly 

I saw in our garden this year. On 5
th
 February it was 

sunning itself on a shed. The peacock is generally on 

the wing from February to 

May following hibernation. 

From about March onwards 

mating takes place and eggs 

are laid on the underside of 

nettles (sometimes on hops) 

and after hatching the larvae 

feed within a web on nettle. 

As they grow the larvae are 

generally black with spines. I 

have found the larvae of this 

butterfly on nettle in the 

Millennium Green.  

 

In mid-May 2017 I spotted a 

web of larvae in our garden 

and watched them daily as they munched their way 

through the leaves of several nettle stalks to disperse 

on 13
th
 June. Pupation takes place away from their 

nettle patch and the new generation of peacocks are 

in flight from mid-July to October. In 

springtime the peacock will take nectar from 

pussy willow, coltsfoot and dandelion. 

Before hibernation the butterfly will feed on 

buddleia, teasel, thistles and hemp agrimony. 

The peacock will seek out dark buildings, 

holes in trees and other odd places to 

hibernate but does not as a rule choose 

houses. 

 

The butterfly has an eye-spot on each wing 

and when at rest with its wings closed 

cannot be seen. If a bird or other predator 

takes an interest in the butterfly it will flash 

its wings to display the eye-spots as a bluff 

of the butterfly being something else to deter 

the predator. If it is attacked, the predator is 

likely to aim for the eye-spots thus avoiding 

the body of the butterfly. 

I notice the Latin name of the peacock has changed. I 

don’t know when the change occurred so you may 

find in some reference books its old name of Inachis 

io. 

 

Last Words 

Having endured months of rain and windy conditions 

we now have to deal with keeping ourselves safe 

from Covid 19. This should not stop us from 

enjoying a walk around the village lanes. Here are 

things to look out for in April: speckled wood and 
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orange-tip butterflies, house martins, swallows and 

grass snake. At the end of April St Mark’s flies and 

May bugs (Cockchafer) will be on the wing. 

 

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Legal Eagle  

 

The general purpose of contract damages is to 

compensate the claimant for any loss. Quite 

straightforward you may feel when the loss is clearly 

identifiable; but what if this is not the case? What if 

the claimant claims to have suffered distress, 

disappointment, loss of enjoyment as a result of the 

breach? 

 

Until the 1970s it could be stated with confidence 

that, whilst damages could be awarded for physical 

inconvenience, the decision of the House of Lords in 

Addis -v- Gramophone Co Ltd [1909] established 

that damages were generally not available in respect 

of mental distress suffered as a result of a breach of 

contract. The 1970s saw a marked change in judicial 

attitudes and damages were awarded in Diesen -v- 

Samson [1971] to a bride for anxiety and distress 

caused when a photographer failed to turn up to take 

photographs at her wedding; in Jarvis -v- Swan 

Tours [1973] damages were awarded for loss of 

enjoyment when a holiday fell far short of the 

promises made by the Tour Company, and similarly 

in  Jackson -v- Horizon Holidays Ltd [1975] when 

Mr Jackson was permitted by the Court of Appeal to 

recover damages not only in respect of his own loss 

of enjoyment but also that of his wife and children. 

I was reminded of this on a recent journey from 

Exeter to Newcastle by train, when a notice inside 

the carriage promised, “All the comforts of home 

miles from where you live.” Sadly this proved not to 

be the case between Bristol Temple Meads and 

Cheltenham Spa on the outward leg of my journey. 

Perhaps, having chosen to travel on Friday the 13
th
 I 

should have been forewarned. 

 

So where to look to find the present law?  Bingham 

LJ in his judgement in Watts -v- Morrow [1991] 

reiterated the general rule, namely, “A contract-

breaker is not in general liable for any distress, 

frustration, anxiety, displeasure, vexation, tension or 

aggravation which his breach of contract may cause 

to the innocent party….” However, his Lordship then 

went on to identify two situations in which this 

general rule might be departed from. He went to say, 

“…But the rule is not absolute. Where the very object 

of the contract is to provide pleasure, relaxation, 

peace of mind or freedom from molestation, damages 

will be awarded if the fruit of the contract id not 

provided or if the contrary result is procured 

instead...”  His Lordship identified this as an 

“exceptional category” for which damages may be 

claimed. He then went on to say, “In cases not 

falling within this exceptional category, damages 

are, in my view, recoverable for physical 

inconvenience and discomfort caused by the breach 

and mental suffering directly related to that 

inconvenience and discomfort.” 

 

So, two possibilities: the problem with the first, the 

“exceptional category” is that his Lordship identified 

the right to recover damages only, “Where the very 

object of the contract is to provide pleasure etc.” 

Applying this reasoning, the Court of Appeal in 

Alexander -v- Rolls-Royce Motor Cars [1996] did 

not allow damages for distress or loss of enjoyment 

in the use of a car which had not been repaired 

correctly. 

 

The “very object of the contract” limitation was 

considered by the House of Lords in Farley -v- 

Skinner (No 1) [2001] and Farley -v- Skinner (No 

2) [2002]. The House held that when deciding 

whether the “very object” of the contract was the 

provision of pleasure etc., it was not necessary that it 

should be the only or main object of the contract. It 

was enough that it was an important part of the 

contract. 

 

If a company providing rail services choses to 

promise me “All the comforts of home miles from 

where you live” then that is what I am entitled to 

expect. If for part of the journey I am not able to 

enjoy “All the comforts of home” then, not 

unnaturally, I shall feel a sense of disappointment. 

Whilst accepting that this was not, “the very object of 

the contract” it was, nonetheless, an important part of 

it both from my point of view and the company, as 

they made a particular point of highlighting the fact 

that this is what I could expect. So applying Bingham 

LJ “exceptional category”, as amended by the House 

of Lords in Farley, it would appear that I am entitle 

to damages for the disappointment suffered on that 

part of the journey between Bristol Temple Meads 

and Cheltenham Spa. I feel I need only add that the 

date of travel coincided with the Friday of the 

Cheltenham Festival. 

 

Up-date. Readers will recall that last month I wrote 

of James Latimer who pleaded guilty to fraud on 

being caught using a fake membership card to gain 

access to the members’ area at Lord’s Cricket 

Ground. Mr Latimer was fined £10,000 and ordered 

to pay costs. An expensive days cricket one feels. 

 
 

Clive Hamblin 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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The Garden in April 
Given the current situation, I am expecting to see 

gardens (and allotment plots) taking better shape 

than ever this year, so I hope that Lorraine’s article 

here will give you some useful pointers – Ed) 

 

With everything changing rapidly around us, it is 

comforting to know that your garden will be waiting 

with all the usual jobs. It is also more than likely that 

the garden will become a place of refuge and 

enjoyment with more time available for looking after 

it.  

 

April is notoriously a busy month in the garden. On 

the one hand, it is the final catch up for clearance if 

weather or time has prevented you from completing 

these jobs. It is also the month that much planting for 

the new season takes place. 

 

In the veggie garden, it’s all systems go! Onion sets 

should be planted out straight away if you didn’t get 

them in. Onions are ‘ greedy feeders ‘ and will 

appreciate well rotted manure or compost added. If 

none of this is available, chicken pellets from the 

garden centre will do just as well. Black birds can be 

a pest at this time and love to pull sets out of the 

ground looking for grubs. They then chuck the onion 

away on finding it is unpalatable. It is sometimes 

hard to see where your displaced sets have come 

from. To prevent this happening push your onion just 

below ground level. Trim off anything above the soil 

which would attract the birds. Once green growth 

appears the onions are not at risk. If you have room, 

spread your onions apart a little further, 15cms 

allows more air flow and less chance of disease being 

passed on when they are full size. 

 

Potatoes are next on the list. Seed potatoes are still 

available. Last year I had reasonable success with my 

first ‘no dig ‘potatoes. Planting was super easy, just 

slipping them under the straw. Equally easy was the 

harvesting and pushing the straw aside to find a nest 

of potatoes ready to be picked up. Where I went 

wrong was with the amount of top up straw. I did not 

have enough and some of the top potatoes went 

green. I also needed to add more slug pellets part way 

through the season. Evidently slugs can be a problem 

at the start of a no dig bed regime, but in time this 

improves. 

 

Seed sowing outside can start at anytime in April and 

in fact the quicker you can get your root crops in the 

better. Start with your parsnips if you haven’t sown 

them already, then spinach and swiss chard followed 

by carrots and beetroot. Seeds sown outside need a 

fine tilth. This requires some work on the soil to 

break down the particles so that they fall apart easily. 

Even well worked soil needs attention after a long 

winter. The soil needs a good air flow, it should not 

be compacted or wet. It is not always possible to get 

the right conditions in one go so be prepared to take a 

few days if necessary. No need to add any fertilizer 

as root crops do not do well in enriched soil. They 

need to grow straight down searching for nutrients. In 

rich soil there is a tendency for them to split. 

 

Once prepared, rake the area flat and, when ready to 

sow the seed, use the back of the rake to press down 

the trench for your seeds. This is important to prevent 

the seed from falling too far into the soil. Gently rake 

back soil over the seeds and then tamp down gently 

over the covered seeds. If dry for three days, water 

them in to start germination. 

 

If sowing any seeds in a pot, water immediately with 

a watering can with a rose head if possible. Be 

careful if watering with a jug as it is easy to over 

water in one area and wash the seeds into the soil. 

 

For squash, pumpkins, marrows, courgette, all of 

these can be easily grown in pots from seed. One 

seed per 9cms size pot. Keep warm and frost 

protected. These are better started later in April as 

they can grow quickly and should not be planted out 

until there is no risk of a frost later in May. If any 

plants become too big for their pots do not be afraid 

to pot into a bigger pot if the weather conditions are 

unsuitable for planting out. It is better to do this than 

get a pot bound plant that has lost its energy. 

 

Peas and sugar snaps can be planted four seeds to a 9 

cms pot. These should be done straight away as they 

can be planted out when they have a good root 

system. They do not mind cold weather. Whilst in the 

green house protect from mice!!! They can of course 

be planted straight into the ground but there is a big 

risk of mice finding them before they grow; at least if 

grown first in a pot you have a rooted plant to put in 

the ground. 

 

Runner beans are often planted out too early. They 

do not like frost and if started in pots they can grow 

very quickly and catch you out. Leave these until the 

end of April or beginning of May, for planting out in 

frost free conditions. 

 

Lettuce seed can be sown inside in pots or seed trays 

now. Keep the seeds moist but not wet. When the 

seeds are at a manageable size they can be 

transplanted and brought on in a green house ready 

for planting out later in the month. Transplant into a 

7cms pot and keep the seeds moist but not wet. 

Remember that they will all be ready at about the 

same time and it is better to sow a few every two 

weeks rather than end up with 50 all ready together! 

The plants are usually ready to plant out when their 
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roots start to appear out of the bottom of the pot. You 

can always check by gently supporting the pot 

upside-down with one hand and carefully lifting the 

pot to see if there is a good root system. Do not let 

them become pot bound. Lettuce plants are 

reasonably tolerant to dips in temperature so can be 

planted out in a sunny, sheltered position. 

 

Well, Neville, I have concentrated on the vegetables 

as more of us might like to have a go this year and 

this is the month to get started. Even if you have a 

very small space, it is possible to grow most of the 

vegetables in pots. If you have never tried before 

have a go with some lettuce. It is very satisfying to 

eat what you have grown yourself. 

 

                       Happy Gardening 

                                           Lorraine 

P.S. Don’t forget all those other tidying jobs in your 

garden, Neville! 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

 

TARTS News 
 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

 

 
 

Recent walks: 

 

Dunsford 14
th

 March 202 

 

Due to recent advice from the Government, we have 

taken the decision to suspend TARTS walks until 

further notice. This is not a decision that we have 

taken lightly, but can I just say that as the last walk 

for a little while (but hopefully only for a little while) 

this walk led by Neville was a spectacular walk to 

hold in our memory until we are back out in force 

again. 

There were 11 of us set out from Dunsford, (joined 

for part of the way by Jerry, Anne and Lottie) and we 

initially strode out from Dunsford past the church 

and the pub in the direction of Bridford Wood. How 

lucky were we that the dreadful drizzly wet weather 

of late held off and in fact we were treated to a fair 

bit of sunshine during the day. The wild flowers had 

started to really show themselves, and we were 

treated to an abundance of wild daffodils along a 

good proportion of this walk, Scattered throughout 

the woods like a carpet, their little yellow heads 

giving a lift in the grey days that seem to be all 

around. We also spotted White Violets on the 

approach to the woods.  

 

There followed a rather long steep trek up through 

the woods, a good workout after so many canceled 

walks because of the weather. Emerging from the 

woods towards Burnicombe we spotted Golden 

Saxifrage, and amusingly a pair of ‘bloody nose’ 

beetles mating right on the footpath! 
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We took a short side trail up to Heltor Rock where 

we stopped for coffee and enjoyed the fantastic 

views, improved only by Mike’s customary chocolate 

biscuits!  

 
From Heltor Rock we headed down into Bridford 

where we had a look around the medieval church of 

Thomas Becket. There is a beautiful early 16
th
 

Century painted screen (see below for picture on one 

of the panels), and an 8-bay carved rood screen, sadly 

damaged by Cromwell’s forces but still very 

impressive.  

 
We had lunch in the Bridford Inn. It was incredibly 

busy as there was another walking party that had pre-

booked, so it took a while for our meals to arrive but 

they were very good when they came. Some of the 

gentlemen of the party decided to use the time while 

we waited to play a game of pool – a TARTS first I 

think! 

 

After lunch we continued on quiet lanes through 

Windhill Gate and Copplestone Down. As we re-

entered Bridford Wood on our way back to the 

Dunsford the daffodils were once again a real delight 

to see, and we also spotted a large colony of wood 

ants at work (see photo below).  

 

 
 

 
 

On our return to Dunsford we finished off a fantastic 

walk with tea and cake at the Walled Garden 

tearoom.  

 
Caroline Prince  

(with photos by Mike Stannard) 
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Above: Rainbow over Raddon Top, photo by Mike Stannard; below: rape in flower, photo by Ros Brimacombe 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  27         Vol 51 No 3 – April 2020 

 

 

 
Spring at Jubilee Green 
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Thorverton in lockdown.   

(Tuesday, 24th March, 8.30 am) 

 

The village has become a ghost town.  Well, not 

quite, since I did come across a few living souls on 

my walk just now.  I feared that this last remaining 

privilege would be taken from us in the latest 

government announcements but no, we are still 

allowed a brief exit for exercise.  I set out fully 

prepared to respect the social distancing measures 

and did in fact apply this on greeting someone 

carrying a newspaper.  A little later I walked at a safe 

distance past two men busy on a landscaping job and 

then, finally, some council workers repairing a roof.  

In both cases, greetings were duly exchanged from a 

distance of well over six feet. 

 

Apart from these two brief encounters, nothing.  A 

commendable discipline is being applied by 

Thorvertonians.  It was a beautiful morning, sun 

shining and birdsong made clearer by the prevailing 

quiet.  As I walked from the Bury into Dinneford 

Street and then up Dark Lane I could feel the sound 

of my footsteps echoing in the silence.  Of course, 

some things have changed in the village.  The shop’s 

new hours are 9 am till 5 pm and customers will be 

filtered through no more than two at a time so as to 

respect the regulations as to spacing.  The surgery 

announces that it will close from 12.30 to 2.30 

because of its increasing workload. 

 

One thing that has not changed is the artificial lake 

along Lynch Road.  The Road Closed sign is still in 

place.  I have observed many drivers reversing there, 

preferring not to run the risk of getting stuck.  Of 

course, 4x4s and tractors can sail through.  More than 

one imprudent motorist thought he could make it and 

had to abandon his vehicle, wading back in some 

embarrassment through the water. 

 

But on the whole, it is unprecedented change that 

awaits us. In fact, ‘unprecedented’ is a word that is 

now being used to an unprecedented degree.  We are 

wakening up to the fact that this is serious. In 

consequence, we are all being called upon to make 

sacrifices, notably that of our right to move around 

freely.  In our close knit little village, although we 

may chafe under the restrictions,  what we are 

required to do constitutes a relatively light burden 

compared to that borne by so many others.  Our 

hearts go out to all those whose lives have been 

shattered by the crisis, either because their 

own livelihood or health have been affected or 

because they have lost loved ones.  As for all the 

heroes toiling in our NHS to save lives at the risk of 

their own, our debt of gratitude is incalculable.  The 

least we can do is to stay at home, as they are staying 

on the job, so as to make their burden a little lighter. 

 
Maurice Harrison 
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Adverts
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Logs For Sale 

 

 £80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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    M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs.  
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Hoopcott Dog Walking 

 

Local reliable, honest, trustworthy, DBS 

checked, Insured and Canine first Aid 

trained Dog walker covering Stoke Canon, 

Rewe, Huxham, Thorverton, Upexe and 

Silverton. 

Offering Daily, weekly or one off dog walks. 

Puppy, Cat and small animal visits. House 

sitting, Pet sitting and pet taxi service. 

For further information 0754 651 4854  

Email hoopcottdog@btinternet.com or 

Facebook. 
 

mailto:hoopcottdog@btinternet.com
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 

 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP.    

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

Also now offering all aspects of tree surgery

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Fiona Harrison, 966861.  
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust            Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. 

        Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535  
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                          planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 
 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
     Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575.  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe.  
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048.  
 

School P.T.F.A.                   Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                               Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324  
      Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843,  

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone.  
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529.   
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
                   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117  

               Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372 -  
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 
 

Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727  Meets every Thursday morning. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450.                    
                                     Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                                            

Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com                                             
                                      Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
                                      8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm.    

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  51         Vol 51 No 3 – April 2020 

 

Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 

 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays  

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only).   

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline.   

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult.   

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get  

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions.   

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email.   
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) –  
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request  

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

Don’t forget to book your flu injection!!! 

Contact the surgery for more details. 
 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates  
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

April 15
th
 (Wed.) and 27

th
     Service suspended 

  

Mobile Library 
Thursdays every 4 weeks in the Quarry Car Park from 15.45 to 16.20. (Note later arrival time.) 

 

Service probably suspended. 

 

 

Union Flag Flying days in April 
21

st
 Birthday of Her Majesty The Queen  

23
rd

 St George’s Day 

  

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/.  
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48 

Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach service 55B:  

 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

07.55, 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service), 18.21.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45. 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.28 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10.  
 

Return to Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 07.30, 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.57, 11.57, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Above: Broadlands Horse Chestnut in flower, photo by Neville Lane; below: Jubilee Green, photo by John Spivey  

 

  


