
 
 
 

FOCUS ON 

THORVERTON 

 
 

May 2020       Vol. 51  No. 4          50p 



Focus on Thorverton                                                                                                                                                                         Vol. 51 No. 4 – May 2020 

 
FOCUS MAGAZINE INFORMATION 

Chairman Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Raddon. 

Secretary Geoff Bulley, 17 Broadlands, Thorverton. 

Advertisements Secretary Maggie Dunlop, Kibby Yew, School Lane, Thorverton. Tel.(01392) 861185 

Treasurer Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 860309 

Editor Neville Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 861062 

Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com 

Back issues (courtesy of Rob Purvis): thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com 

Assistant editors Eileen Mason, Fiona Harrison and Jules Jeffreys 

 

Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 

At the present time Focus is produced each month except January. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
th

 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 

acknowledged, so if you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days, please assume not received. 
 

Advertisements and Notices 

Poster Type Advertisements.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as near as possible to how it is intended 

to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

Focus reserves the right to refuse any advertisement or notice at its sole discretion for any reason 

whatsoever. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Full page 24.4 cm x 18.2 cm £14.00   £140 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £7.00   £70 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £4.00   £40 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £2.00   £20 

 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge (for up to 3 months) 

 

 

Front Cover:   Rainbow painting for all front-line workers, by Emily Coles, aged 8 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to 

“Focus” 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com


Focus on Thorverton  1         Vol 51 No 4 – May 2020 

 

Editorial 
Well, we have got another Focus out, and I hope that 

most of you will have received this delivered to your 

door. We did always distribute perhaps half of all 

copies sold through door to door distribution, but that 

left about half to be purchased at the Portakabin, 

from the Berry Dairy or from the Farm Shop.  

 

The way in which newspapers are distributed in 

Thorverton has changed too, at least as a temporary 

measure, with the vast majority now being hand-

delivered through doors each morning. This reflects a 

huge effort by Heather and Royston Kershaw in 

setting it all up, and by those who have been 

delivering newspapers. Thanks are due to that team 

for taking on the task so smoothly. 

 

I should urge you to treat with caution any of the 

information about such things as shop opening times, 

waste collection dates, bus times, and so on. Indeed, 

some of those whose advertisements we continue to 

print may also be working rather differently at the 

moment. So, please don’t absolutely rely on 

information in Focus at the moment. I am sure that 

some of you, knowing my ability to get things wrong 

(Maggie, are you reading this?), will hardly need that 

advice of course. 

 

We are certainly going through a very odd time. But 

we have been very fortunate to have had such lovely 

weather over the past six weeks, which has at least 

meant that we can enjoy the fresh air (fresher and 

cleaner than in my memory).  We are very fortunate 

to live in such a beautiful area. 

 

I am grateful to several of you who rose to the 

challenge of providing either a short story or poem – 

in one person’s case both (thank you Alison)! I will 

be rewarding them appropriately in due course, but 

they may have to wait a while yet for my order to 

arrive. I am also most grateful to Emily Coles for the 

super drawing which she has done for us and which 

proudly sits as our front cover picture. It is intended 

as a thank you to all those key workers – NHS and 

others – who have kept working to help all of us. 

This situation has brought home to us just how much 

we do rely on so many people, many of whom have 

had to carry on with such dedication through these 

difficult times. 

 

I have also included a page on the sky at night (page 

27). I had seen this in the Isle of Man’s monthly 

magazine and had thought of doing the same some 

months ago, but never quite got round to it until now. 

The recent clear skies reminded me. However, I am 

no expert at all on what to look for – I have just 

gleaned a couple of bits from the internet - so if there 

is anyone out there who does know a little bit about 

the night sky and would like to write a short piece 

each month, with suggestions on what to look out for, 

I would love to hear from you. 

 

Thank you for buying Focus and for reading my 

editorial. Stay safe. 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Claire, Jean and Kevin Baker 

 

Roy Baker 
 

We would like to thank everyone for the wonderful 

cards and messages of support. Special thanks must 

go to Sharon and the Reverend Katie Cross. We 

really did appreciate all the villagers who gathered in 

the square to pay their final respects to Roy, despite 

the difficult circumstances. 
 

A memorial service will be held in the church at a 

later date. 
 

 

From Lee White’s children, Jim, Penny and Sue 
 

It is with much sadness that we announce that Lee 

passed away peacefully on Sunday 5
th 

April aged 100 

years. She moved from Thorverton to Dorset House 

care home in Droitwich, Worcestershire in January 

2018 to be near family. Mum loved Thorverton and 

had made many friends during her 38 years in the 

village. She was a much-loved wife, mum, nan, great 

nan, sister, aunt and friend and will be greatly missed 

by everyone. 

 

Lee’s funeral will have been held at 2pm on Monday 

27
th
 April in Worcestershire with most family and 

friends attending remotely via weblink. Due to the 

present circumstances we will have a memorial 

service and celebration of Mum’s life (all one 

hundred years of it!) at a later date. Meanwhile we 

would like to thank so many of you for the love and 

support you have shown towards Mum in recent 

years. 

 
 

Emily Josephine White, known to many of her 

friends as Lee, was born on 1
st
 June 1919 in Grafton 

Flyford, Worcestershire, the middle child of seven, to 

Elsie and James Tolley. She attended the village 

school situated next to the village church. When Lee 

was still quite young her father established and ran a 

garage and petrol station in Grafton Flyford having 

built a bungalow next door in which the family 

would live. 

 

Lee loved school and had wanted to become a 

teacher but she left Pershore high school at the age of 

14 years to become a live-in nursery maid at 

Birlingham House near Pershore. She had one half 

day off every Sunday and would cycle the nine miles 

home to shell the peas for Sunday lunch then cycle 

back again! She received a wage of 30 shillings 

(£1.50 in new money!) per month. 

 

By the age of 17 she was working for her father at 

the garage helping in the office. At around this time 

Lee’s father paid £6 for her to attend a six month 

shorthand and typing course in Worcester. 

 

Lee soon learnt to drive and was enlisted by her 

father to drive his bus to take local children to village 

schools in the surrounding area and during the 

Second World War she drove workers to a war 

equipment factory near Pershore. 

 

 

Lee worked as a secretary in the Education 

Department in Worcester becoming involved with air 

raid precautions in 1938 and subsequently joined the 

Civil Defence Reserve based at the Chateau Impney 

in Droitwich. She drove through Coventry the day 

after it was bombed. 
 

Towards the end of the war Lee met Flight Lieu-

tenant Geoffrey White, a pilot with RAF Transport 

Command who was stationed at RAF Pershore. He 

and other RAF personnel would visit the Red Hart 

down the road from the garage and Lee’s mum would 
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invite them to the bungalow for lettuce sandwiches! 

The rest as they say is history! 

 

Geoff and Lee were married in St. George’s church 

in Tiverton (Geoff’s home town) on 31
st
 March 1945. 

After the war Geoff began work at Heathcoat’s where 

he gained his accountancy qualification. Lee and 

Geoff’s children, Jim, Penny and Sue were all born in 

Tiverton. 

 

In 1955 Geoff moved to English Sewing Cotton in 

Manchester and until he and Lee found a house in the 

area Lee and the children lived with Lee’s widowed 

mother at the garage in Grafton. Geoff would come 

home for weekends. Not an ideal situation, but in 

1957 the family moved to Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire 

to a brand-new house with all mod cons including 

solid fuel central heating! It was there that Lee 

developed her love of gardening, cooking, yoga and 

entertaining friends. 

 

In 1967 with another change to Geoff’s work, he and 

Lee were on the move again, this time to Droitwich 

in Worcestershire – new friendships were made and a 

new garden established. 

 

In 1979 Lee and Geoff bought Ye Olde Pounde in 

Thorverton - it was love at first sight! Initially they 

let the cottage to university students before they 

finally moved in themselves in 1982 after carrying 

out some alterations. They both loved Thorverton 

and village life and became involved in many village 

activities and gained many friends. Even after 

Geoff’s death in 2011 Lee made every effort to 

continue fully in village life and still enjoyed going 

out for meals, the WI coffee morning, the Saturday 

market, attending the Baptist Chapel on a Sunday 

morning and miscellaneous other events. She was 

always so grateful to the many people in the village 

for their love and support. 
 

It was with great sadness that Lee left her beloved 

cottage in January 2018 to move into Dorset House 

care home in Droitwich near to Penny and family. 

Lee being Lee, however, soon adjusted to her new 

way of life and became a very popular resident with 

her love of singing and cheeky ways! She was so 

well cared for and loved by the amazing staff. 
 

Lee’s pride and joy were her family – three children, 

four grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. She 

will be greatly missed by all. 

 

From Eileen Mason 
 

Peter Mason 
 

Peter Mason, former Focus printer, died peacefully at 

home on 13th April after a long battle with cancer. 
 

Due to the present situation, a private cremation will 

be held on 22nd April followed by a service of 

thanksgiving when the church reopens. 
 

Grateful thanks to you all for the support we have 

received. 

 

From Neville Lane 
 

I cannot talk about Peter’s life as a whole because I 

only came to know him in his retirement. He may 

have been retired, but he was not retiring and had a 

very dry sense of humour. Peter was one of our trusty 

printers of Focus for several years. He had some 

background in printing and always wanted to make a 

good job of things, patiently coercing what was a 

sometimes temperamental printing machine to churn 

out 300 or more copies of a 60-page magazine in 

alternate months (Barrie Phillips printed the other 

months). If the machine decided to play up this could 

be a very long job indeed, enough to try anyone’s 

patience.  So much of this was unknown to most 

people who just saw the final magazine. 
 
 

Peter was also a prominent member of the Church 

Choir and a clarinettist, even forming a clarinet group 

in the village. And then there was the bric-a-brac stall 

at the Memorial Hall’s Saturday Market, which he 

and Eileen ran, raising money for the Hall. 
 

I understand that there will be a service for Peter in 

the Church when restrictions are lifted, but I just 

wanted to acknowledge now the gratitude that I and 

many others in Thorverton owe him. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Below is a synopsis of the draft Minutes from the Extraordinary 

Parish Council meeting on 20
th
 March 2020.  There was no meeting 

in April, due to the Covid 19 outbreak, but a virtual ‘on-line’ meeting 

will be held on 12 May.  The May meeting agenda will be published 

on-line and on the School Lane notice board, as usual.   Those 

wishing to see the meeting will need to contact the Clerk a few days 

before the meeting in order to be given access. 

 
 

Synopsis of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 20
th

 March 2020: 

Covid-19 - Thorverton Local Support Network 
• A local Community Support Group was now in place. 
 

• Cllr Hodge had been working with members of the Covid 19 parish support group to assemble a pool of 

volunteers through the WhatsApp, Facebook and Nextdoor facilities. 
 

• Cards had been printed and circulated to volunteers for distribution through all parish letterboxes, offering the 

volunteer’s name and telephone number in case of need of help. 
 

• Councillor Lane had attended a meeting of many different organisations trying to help people in Mid Devon. 

 

After discussion it was agreed that the established group of volunteers should continue to lead on this matter (co-

ordinated by the three lead volunteers) as the Parish Council cannot always act quickly enough to changing 

situations and as several Councillors are in the “vulnerable” category. The establishment of an emergency 

Community Fund was also considered. 
 

It was resolved that Thorverton Parish Council would support the Thorverton C-19 Group with the Chairman 

representing the Parish Council on its management team. 
 

It was resolved to make up to £500 available as an “Emergency C-19 Fund”, with any expenditure to be approved 

by the Clerk in consultation with Councillors Foster and Waldron, who would act on behalf of the Parish Council in 

supporting the Clerk with administering any payments. 
 

It was resolved that the Clerk would have delegated authority to make day to day decisions during the Covid 19 

outbreak in order that the Parish Council continues to function and priorities continue to be covered; to cancel 

Parish Council Meetings or to make amendments to the running of them in accordance with Government 

guidelines; to pay employees’ salaries and to pay any invoices relating to approved expenditure (all payments to be 

signed by two authorised signatories as usual). 
 

Planning applications and decisions (received up to 14
th
 April): 

i) 20/00019/FULL siting of 5 holiday lodges at Kitlake Farm, Stockleigh Pomeroy. 
 

ii) 20/00456/FULL erection of dwelling following demolition of garage block at Dark Lane, Thorverton. 
 

iii) 20/00465/FULL erection of 2 storey extension and alterations to existing dwelling following demolition of 

garage, retention access, erection of garage/store/sheep shelter and ancillary attic space with associated 

landscaping, at Higher Mill, Thorverton. 
 

iv) 17/01652/FULL retention of widening of two existing farm gateways, one to include associated engineering 

works, at junctions of Hulk Lane and School Lane and land at School Lane, Thorverton. 
 

v) 20/00488/CAT notification of intention to fell 1 Japanese Larch tree within the Conservation Area at 14 Silver 

Street, Thorverton. 
 

vi) 20/00244/PNCOU prior notification for the change of use of an agricultural building to 2 dwellings under Class 

Q at Lodge Farm, Brampford Speke. Approved. 
 

vii) 20/00113/LBC listed building consent for erection of a single storey extension following removal of a 

conservatory at Wee Cottage, Bullen Street, Thorverton. Granted. 
 

viii) 20/00225/FULL erection of a conservatory at 33 Broadlands, Thorverton. Granted. 
 

Your Parish Council members: 
Neville Lane (Chairman), Bob Deed (Vice Chairman), Stuart Crang, Sam Fice, Andrew Foster, Rob Flatt, John 

Hodge, Graham Sims, David Waldron, Keely Wells. Clerk - Alison Marshall. Handyman - Neville Matthews. 
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Supporting Thorverton 
Community through C19 
 

The Thorverton Covid 19 Support Group comprises 

some 45 volunteers who have shown a readiness to 

help with people in their neighbourhood as and when 

required.  We hope that every house in the parish 

received a card informing them of the contact details 

for their nearest volunteer. If you did not receive a 

card, but feel that you may need some help, please 

contact us by email to thorvertonc19@gmail.com or 

by phone to 07875 684538. 
 

The Support Group has deliberately not been 

prescriptive about what help volunteers might be able 

to provide, so please, if you need help do contact 

your local volunteer. We appreciate that some people 

may already have close friends or relatives living 

locally who are able to help them. But several 

residents will not have people living locally who they 

can turn to. So please do not be shy about contacting 

your neighbourhood volunteer if you think that you 

might need some help. If they are unable to assist on 

a particular occasion, we will ask other volunteers 

whether they might be able to assist. 

 

Thorverton’s strong community spirit continues to 

shine through. We are very fortunate to have so many 

prepared to help others through this difficult period. 
 

Hilary Lawson, Doug Stokes, 

Meemee Overton, Neville Lane 

 

Food Outlet News 
a) Berry Dairy 

 

Berry Dairy is taking every step to ensure that they 

will keep us supplied with everyday supplies. They 

are also taking steps to ensure that surfaces/handles 

etc are regularly cleaned with appropriate products to 

keep the environment safe for customers. They are 

offering a free delivery service to those in need 

during this difficult and uncertain time. If you feel 

that you are in need of this service please ring Berry 

Dairy between 10am and noon on 01392 861060 or 

email to berrydairythorverton@gmail.com 

 

Sharn & Malcolm Ormond, Hariet Reed and Mandy 

Gubb 
 

b) Exe Valley Farm Shop 

 

The Farm Shop can take orders over the phone, with 

payment, for collection for those who are self-

isolating. Order by phone – 01392 861239 or by 

email to exevalleyfarmshop@gmail.com. The Farm 

Shop’s opening hours will be 10am to 5.30pm 

Monday to Saturday, closed on Sundays. 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Thorverton Memorial Hall will not be available for 

meetings or gatherings of any sort until Government 

advises that it is safe to re-open.  Situation updates 

will be posted on our website, Facebook page and in 

Focus when we have them. 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/ 

 

LATEST News from 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd 

newsagent/stationers 

Supporting Thorverton Post Office 
 

We’re adapting to the new rules and regulations with 

regard to distancing and so on and have started free 

delivery of newspapers to lots of people around the 

village and its outskirts, in order to cut down on 

contact up at the Post Office building. 
 

This would have been almost impossible without 

being able to use the Fices’ garage, which has given 

us extra space for social distancing, unpacking and 

preparing delivery rounds and protection from the 

wind and occasional rain. Penny and Alex, thank you 

SO much and also for your help with providing 

disposable gloves and making deliveries. 
 

The Post Office is still open for all the usual things as 

is the TCT shop, so don’t stay away altogether!  But 

if you’d like to have your paper or magazine 

delivered, then we can cope with a few more. 
 

Huge thanks to the extra volunteers helping us out, 

and of course to our regular Post Office and TCT 

staff and volunteers too. You are a great team!  Many 

customers have asked us to pass on thanks to you. 
 

We’ve changed the TCT shop opening hours slightly, 

so do note that we are not open until 9.00am on 

weekdays and Sundays. However on Saturdays, we 

are operating (from the garage) from 8.00am, Post 

Office open at 9.00am. 

On a weekday, if you do want a paper earlier than 

9.00am, then if you pre-pay, it can be put out in the 

collection box for you by 8.00am. 
 

Opening hours      NB  some changes 

TCT PAPER SHOP 

Mon - Fri    9.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 – 5.30 

Sat               8.00 – 12.00 

Sun              9.00 – 10.30 
 

CONTACTS 
Thorverton PO :   01392 860455 

TCT Business :  Kershaws   01392 860419 
 

mailto:thorvertonc19@gmail.com
mailto:berrydairythorverton@gmail.com
mailto:exevalleyfarmshop@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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LATEST News from 

Thorverton Post Office Counter 
 

Most importantly this month, three big THANK 

YOUS: 
 

1. to all our lovely, committed staff who, as key 

workers, have enabled us to keep the Post 

Office open through all our usual opening 

hours for the whole of the ‘shut down’ so far. 
 

2. to all our brilliant customers who have used 

our ‘one-out, one-in’ system so cheerfully 

and politely to access our services, while 

keeping us all as safe as possible. 
 

3. to all the hardworking Royal Mail employees 

who are having to rise to the challenge of 

sorting and delivering parcel and letter 

volumes greater than those ever experienced 

in the few weeks before Christmas with 

many fewer colleagues at work than usual. 
 

We are offering very nearly all of the usual Post 

Office services, including banking, bill paying, 

electric/gas top-ups etc, and there are more being 

added by the banks all the time, but please note: 

 

1. Parcelforce has introduced some limitations 

to their guaranteed delivery times/services. 
 

2. To limit the amount of coins we need to 

handle, we would be grateful if you could 

use a bank card to pay for Post Office 

services (contactless limit is now £45, and/or 

you can use the pinpad and hand sanitiser). 
 

3. If you have a surplus of cash (perhaps due to 

shopping for others, etc.) and wish to pay it 

into your bank account, please collect it into 

full coin bags of separate denominations if 

possible, so they can be checked by weighing 

(bags available from the post office). 
 

4. Cash can be withdrawn from a bank or post 

office card account as usual, and some banks 

have introduced a simplified system for 

cashing a cheque for someone else at any 

post office. You need to find out the bank’s 

system first and follow their instructions 

about what to bring to the post office, 

including identification. As I write, there is 

news that some banks are also introducing a 

system whereby a trusted person can 

withdraw cash for you using your bank card. 

Again, it seems you will need to find out 

about this and get the relevant pass codes etc 

from the bank. 
 

So, if it is safe for you to come out, we look forward 

to seeing you between 9am and 1pm, or 2pm and 

5.30pm Mondays to Fridays (except bank holidays), 

or 9am and 12 noon on Saturdays. 
 

Allison Toogood, Subpostmaster 

Thorverton Post Office, Village Car Park, EX5 5NG 

01392 860455 

 

 
 

Post Officer Designer Masks 
 

Post Office staff  are going beyond the call of duty by 

producing their own ‘designer’ masks (with thanks to 

Helen Ratcliffe). 
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Notice Board 
 

Please assume that all events that had been 

scheduled for May and June are postponed or 

cancelled unless you receive information to the 

contrary. Therefore, this is a much reduced Notice 

Board. 
 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

LINK UP priorities include keeping our 

volunteers and vulnerable patients as safe as 

possible. Therefore, as the government COVID-

19 restrictions on staying at home and 

maintaining social distances continue, Silverton 

LINK UP Transport Scheme is suspended until 

government policy allows us to commence 

again. 
 

If Wyndham House Surgery patients require 

transport, please contact Roger Higman 

roger.higman@icloud.co  (01392 860571) who 

may be able to refer them to RD & E Patients 

Transport Service or NHS Volunteer Responders. 

 

 

 

Raising funds for Silverton Link Up 
(Charity no. 1048253) 

 

Because of COVID 19 the Coffee Morning is 

cancelled   BUT .... 
 

DOREEN’S PLANT SALE 
is still going ahead 

 

The bedding and vegetable plants 

will only be displayed on the drive 

with an Honesty Box for payments. 
 

Plants will be available daily until sold, 

from 09.00hrs 
 

SATURDAY 9th MAY 
 

26 Coach Road, Silverton 

Opposite Primary School 
 

PLEASE adhere to the government’s COVID 19 

instructions / guidance that apply at the time. 

 

 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

 
Due to ongoing Government travel and social 

distancing restrictions all Club activities have been 

suspended for a further month until the end of June.  

It is hoped to resume Club activities as soon as 

prevailing circumstances permit. 

Martin Clough 

 

 

 

Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Allotment for rent 
 

The Parish Council has an Allotment in the 

village for rent at a cost of £10 per year (plus a 

£25 refundable deposit). 

 

If you are interested in extending your garden or 

having a go at growing your own fruit, veg and 

flowers, please contact the Clerk, Alison 

Marshall, on t. 01392 861228 or email 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com for more information. 

 

 
Looking after an allotment doesn’t have to be all hard 

work. Above: the Editor enjoying a peaceful moment 

on his plot. 

mailto:roger.higman@icloud.co
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Church Services and News 
 

 
 

Parish Letter 
Small world 
 

At the time of writing, one of the biggest news topics 

continues to be the spread of the COVID-19 virus, a 

highly infectious form of coronavirus. Since first 

early reports trickled out in December, of cases of a 

new form of respiratory disease discovered in the 

Wuhan province of China, the number of cases has 

grown dramatically across the globe and is now 

making significant strides in our own country. 
 

We have become used to the slogan ‘Stay at Home, 

Help the NHS, Save lives’ as our own lives have 

become more restricted in an attempt to ease the 

spread. In a very short period of time, we went from 

washing our hands more frequently, to only leaving 

our home for essentials. The speed and severity of 

the restrictions and the retreat into isolation was one 

that few of us could have conceived at the beginning 

of this year. So too has been the outpouring of heroic 

action, to care for the vulnerable in our society and 

applaud the workers who continue on our behalf. 
 

As I’ve followed the development of this story, I’ve 

been struck by how events like this make the world 

seem very small. Events which start off half a world 

away and seem very remote, can in a very short space 

of time draw close to home. Travel to exotic places is 

so much easier and more common than it used to be. 

We return home with memories to cherish and 

expanded horizons – but it’s easy for us to bring less 

desirable mementos too. 
 

The 17
th
 century poet and priest John Donne 

famously wrote, ‘No man is an island.’ Sometimes 

we forget just how connected we are. We need to be 

sensible and take the public health advice offered 

(and with due regard to our own vulnerabilities), 

without becoming unduly anxious. This current 

outbreak reminds us of our common humanity, 

irrespective of national borders, economic or social 

status, or anything else that usually divides us. 
 

In the Bible we read of the church described as a 

body, made of many parts. Paul says, If one member 

suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 

honoured, all rejoice together with it (1 Cor. 12.26). 

The same could be said of our world: if part of it 

suffers, we are all affected. Whether our church 

buildings are open or closed, the work of the church 

community continues. We hold you in our prayers, 

we seek to work alongside you.  As together we care 

for the vulnerable, we are finding new ways of 

connecting and worshipping. 
 

Let’s not fear unnecessarily but work together and all 

play our part in seeking the health and wellbeing of 

everyone. 
 

With every blessing, Katie. 

Revd Katie Cross 

 

Baptist Church 
 

‘Don’t know where, don’t know when...’ 
 

‘There is nothing new under the sun,’ says 

Ecclesiastes 1:29.  The truth of this is illustrated by a 

post I saw on line a few days ago.  It is a quotation 

from the diary of Samuel Pepys in 1664, when the 

plague was raging in London: ‘On hearing ill 

rumours that Londoners may soon be urged into their 

lodgings by Her Majesty’s men, I looked upon the 

street to see a gaggle of stragglings making fair 

merry, and no doubt spreading the plague well 

about.  Not a care had these rogues for the health of 

their elders.’  We have seen our own ‘gaggles of 

stragglings’ and ‘rogues’ out and about these past 

weeks. 
 

These are strange times.  One of the ways that 

Christians can strengthen themselves during these 

days is by meditation of the Scriptures.  The extra 

time we have on our hands can translate into an 

opportunity to allow bible verses to build us up.  For 

some three thousand years the Psalms in particular 

have brought comfort to the heart of the believer.  

For example, Psalm 9: 9-10 says: ‘The Lord is a 

refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of 

trouble.  Those who know your name will trust in 

you, for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who 

seek you.’ 
 

Here, in the words of the Apostle Paul, is another 

Scripture that has great relevance for us at the 

moment: ‘I urge, then, that first of all, requests, 

prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 

everyone - for kings and all those in authority.’ 

(1Tim.2: 1-2). At a time when our Queen has 
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addressed the nation in a rare intervention and the 

Prime Minister is still recovering from the 

Coronavirus experience that might well have carried 

him off, this exhortation comes to us with particular 

force.  We as Christians have the duty and the 

privilege to pray for all those who exercise power 

over us, at whatever level.  They bear heavy burdens 

of responsibility and need our intercession. 
 

Among the comforting words spoken by Her Majesty 

were these: ‘We should take comfort that while we 

may have still more days to endure, better days will 

return: we will be with our friends again; we will be 

with our families again; we will meet again.’  In 

other words: ’This too will pass.’ 
 

Having to stay indoors, having our freedom of 

movement curtailed, is at the least irksome for all of 

us.  But perhaps it is helpful if we remind ourselves 

that we are not STUCK at home; we are SAFE at 

home.  Many of us may be vulnerable because of our 

age and health.  We may feel guilty because we can 

only stand by helplessly while so many others, health 

professionals in particular, are doing so much, and in 

the process both endangering, and in some cases 

sacrificing, their own lives.  We can only commit 

ourselves to the grace of God, to following 

instructions by staying at home, and to possessing 

our souls in patience. 
 

‘They also serve who only stand and wait.’ 
 

Maurice Harrison 
 

Women’s Institute 
As you can imagine, things at the WI Hut are rather 

quiet!  I have been contacting members regularly to 

keep in touch and with updates from the Devon 

Federation.  We had been asked to make some head 

bands for front-line workers who are using masks.  

Apparently the elastic around the ears irritates after a 

while and a bandanna type of head band with buttons 

attached for mask elastic to be hooked over has been 

successfully trialled in the RD&E.  So some 

members have been busy making these. 
 

 
 

Judy Bright, 01392 860356 

The Big ‘Uns’ 
Unprecedented, unknowns and uncertainties. These 

continue to govern our lives.  Currently the only 

prediction I can confidently make is that this will still 

be the case in two weeks’ time when you are reading 

this article.  I hope that by then the incidence of 

Covid 19 in the South West still remains low.  

Currently the number of cases and associated deaths 

is the smallest in the UK.  Our health systems are 

coping well and this has been a testament to the 

respect everyone has paid to the social distancing 

rules, the observation of shielding advice and the 

change in use of our GP surgeries and hospitals. 
 

Converting to a remote and almost 100% consulting 

system in a very short space of time has been made 

so much easier by the compliance and understanding 

of all our patients.  It is essential for everyone that we 

can keep our Dispensary open and running.  The key 

to this is ensuring Wyndham House remains a Covid-

free environment.  Our most vulnerable patients, 

those on chemotherapy or taking disease modifying 

medication that requires close monitoring, need a 

haven where the risks of virus transmission are as 

low as possible.  All our efforts are targeted in this 

direction, as well as ensuring our older, vulnerable 

and more isolated patients continue to have Bertie 

visits and are linked into the Community support 

groups that have formed impressively quickly.  

Thank you to everyone involved. 
 

We are working very closely with our neighbouring 

GP practices in Cullompton, Tiverton and Hemyock.  

We have worked hard together to ensure there are 

plans in place for us to alter how we coordinate our 

working if the pressure in any area becomes difficult 

to manage.  Again, I am hoping these plans will not 

have been needed by the time this article is published 

but if we are using clinical centres outside of 

Silverton to see patients it will be for all the reasons 

explained above. Knowing the calibre of the GPs and 

the Practice Managers working in all of these 

practices, I am in no doubt we will be able to 

continue to provide just as excellent a medical 

service if we have to combine our resources. 
 

I think ‘Until when?’ may be the only question that 

will be clearer in two weeks’ time as other countries 

start to slowly ‘unlock’ themselves.  It will be a 

staged process and I encourage everyone to follow 

the directions we will be given.  Science is about 

observing and recording, making inferences and 

testing hypotheses.  It is methodical; it can be slow 

and frustrating.  However, the scientific process will 

ultimately produce a thorough understanding of 

Covid and this will lead us, as safely as possible, out 

the other side of this pandemic. 
 

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 
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Arts Festival 

50th East Devon Arts Festival at 

Thorverton Parish Church 

MAY 2020 
 

As you know, this year’s festival has had to be cancelled - all very disappointing. 

In the meantime we thought you might like to know what was happening here at the 

festival in 2004 and 2006 (See below/overleaf). I’m sure you’ll recognise quite a few folk 

here! 

 

It would be great if you’d share your memories with us and Focus readers. Do you have any photos or newspaper 

cuttings, programmes or just lovely recollections from past festivals and church weeks? 

 

Do get in touch with us or the Focus team. 

 

Heather + Royston Kershaw   01392 860419   Jean Brown   01392 861176 

eastdevonarts@aol.com 

 

 
 

 

mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com
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And from 2006: 
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Poetry (1)   The following short pieces are all by Andrew Hoellering: 

 

Short Poem 

I don't have the heart, 

To make a start; 

 

It may come to nought, 

So best keep it short! 

 

What Makes a Poem? 

What makes a poem? 

If I knew 

 

I'd settle and write 

One for you! 

 

Impromptu 

Poems that are made 

To measure 

 

Are rarely the ones 

That others treasure. 

 

Never Mind 

I wrote a poem 

I cannot find. 

 

Never mind. 

 

Pigeon on Wire 

One has to admire 

This pigeon on wire, 

 

Her balancing act 

Is so skilful that 

 

She cleans and preens, 

And longs to be seen. 

 

It would be a sin 

For our phone to ring. 

 

The Norm 

Do not go searching 

For the norm, 

 

Let a poem decide 

Its form. 

 

Peace 

 

A room needs be a pool of silence, 

A sense of belonging, light and shade; 

 

From grain of wood & sunshine fleeting 

Like so much else, our peace is made. 
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Thorverton Millennium Green 
Trust 
Chairman's Report 2020 
In this 20th year, the Millennium Green has seen 

several changes and developments. The major 

addition has been, in August, the purchase of a new, 

steel 20ft shipping container to house the mower and 

other maintenance equipment. This was delivered on 

a large truck and lowered by crane onto wooden 

blocks at the west end of the Green. We will also 

need to purchase a new mower in the near future and, 

as Richard Turner-Warwick has left Thorverton, we 

have lost our garaging space. Many thanks, Richard, 

for all your support over the past 20 years, and we 

wish you well in your retirement home. 
 

Considering the Climate Emergency, we decided to 

go ahead with new tree planting. At the end of 

November, 25 volunteers helped to plant 137 trees -

namely oak, silver birch, blackthorn, 

hawthorn, hazel, rowan, wild cherry and 

Scots pine. These were donated by the 

Woodland Trust, and also by village 

residents David Parker and Alex Fice. 

Many thanks to everyone who helped with 

this enterprise. 
 

In January, TMGT purchased 13 fruit trees 

- apple (cookers and eaters), plum and pear 

- which have been planted at the east end of 

the Green along the edge of the old 

wildflower area. The plum trees are already 

showing blossom, and we look forward to 

'enjoying the fruits of our labours'. We still 

have some space for more tree planting, 

and it is now possible to plant a tree as a 

memorial, if you wish. Please contact one 

of the Trustees (or phone John Spivey on 

861324) for further information. 
 

The Green continues to be maintained by our 

Trustees and, again, a few loyal volunteers. We are 

still very short of volunteers to help with the many 

jobs involved, such as strimming, pruning, nettle and 

bramble control, and weeding the path edges. We 

would welcome any offer of help with these tasks - 

please contact any of the Trustees. Could you give an 

hour of your time to join our Working Party, usually 

on the last Saturday of each month (or at any other 

convenient time)? Look out for the notice at the 

Green entrance. Many thanks to those who have 

worked on the path edging, the nettle and bramble 

control and the tidy sawing of wood from fallen 

trees. You know who you are, even if we don't! 

Thank you, Hank, for your continuing grass cutting 

and for carrying out the first mowing of the season. 
 

This winter has been extremely wet, with the paths 

becoming very muddy. Many people have walked on 

the long grass which has led to the paths becoming 

wider than normal, and we still have problems with 

mud in the Narrows. In February the stream eroded 

the bank at the bottom of the steps, making the path 

dangerously narrow. We have solved the problem by 

re-routing the path to make it safe. We would be 

happy for the School and other groups to use the 

Green for organised activities. 
 

The moles are a continuing problem, but we don't 

want to kill any wildlife. Badgers are living at the far 

end of the Green, and rabbits have returned again this 

year. Otters and fish (trout?) have been seen in the 

stream. We hope the Green continues to be a 

resource that can be enjoyed by everyone. To that 

end, please can you endeavour to keep your dog(s) 

under control so that they don't annoy other people - 

and other dogs - enjoying the Green. Sadly, dog poo 

is a continuing problem, and the real heroes not only 

pick up after their own dog but also any other dogs' 

deposits they happen to see. 
 

As this report was being written, the lockdown to 

combat the coronavirus was announced. The Green 

remains open and offers a welcome space for 

everyone to get some exercise without needing to 

come close to other people. We hope this can 

continue, with people taking care to be at least 3m 

apart and not touching the gates and seats with bare 

hands. We look forward to the coming year and the 

eventual lifting of the pandemic restrictions. Please 

remember the Green is not just for dog walkers, and 

we hope everyone in the community and visitors 

continue to enjoy this valuable amenity. 
 

The Thorverton Millennium Green Trust is a charity 

dependent on donations for its future financial 

security; do think of us when making charitable 
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donations or drawing up a will. We are very grateful 

for the generous contributions received this year. 

This is particularly important in 2020 as the new 

tractor-mower may cost up to £10,000. 
 

N.B. The TMGT AGM, which had been scheduled 

for April 23rd has been postponed for the foreseeable 

future. 

 

 

John Spivey, Chairman TMGT 

 

Recipe 
Waste not … War time recipe for cheese pudding! 
 

The present food situation means it’s even more 

important not to waste food. Stale bread and crusts 

make an appetising Cheese pudding based on a 

wartime recipe. This amount serves two. 
 

½ pint (250 ml) milk 

2 eggs - separated 

3 oz (75g) grated cheese - whatever you have 

3 oz (75g) breadcrumbs 

freshly ground black pepper and chopped chives. 
 

Warm the milk and add the breadcrumbs, egg yolks, 

most of the grated cheese (save a little for the top of 

the pudding), pepper and some chopped chives. 

Whisk the egg whites until they form stiff peaks and 

fold them into the cheese mixture. Pour into a 

buttered pie dish, sprinkle over the remaining cheese 

and bake in a hot oven for about 20 minutes until 

well risen and golden brown. This is good with a 

green salad. 

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Crediton 

A Year on our Farm – April 
 

Well, the rain stopped, the wind turned, and what a 

difference an east wind makes! Michael was able to 

spread fertilizer on the oilseed rape and barley, and 

all the grassland; and Reg got the plough on. A 

contractor direct drilled a field that was tilled in 

December but failed to come through. And by the 

beginning of April all our fields have been sown..... 

oats, wheat and spring barley. 
 

We have had lots of triplets born, and we only let the 

ewes go out with two lambs (she only has two teats) 

so Michael took 12 strong triplets to market where 

they made a good price. Michael uses markets a lot, 

you can’t beat seeing and handling the stock you’re 

buying. And when selling, he always stands in with 

his animals - by doing so you’re saying “these are 

mine and I’m not ashamed of them”! Markets are a 

social place for farmers, but in the last 35 years 

Michael has seen it go from a market in every town 

to just Exeter, Holsworthy, and South Molton, as 

weekly markets in Devon. Our “fat” cattle and lambs, 

however, are sent direct to the abattoir. 
 

A few days later and we were all in total “lock 

down”; not too much of an impact on farmers. By the 

very nature of farming you sometimes go for days 

with only a nod to a postman. And even with our 

farm on both sides of the road, we have gone about 

our business much as usual. The countryside was 

“closed” in 2001 because of the foot and mouth 

disease. The result of the stress with all the 

restrictions was the final straw for many farming 

businesses and some never recovered. The ripple 

effect of this virus will sadly see similar hardship in 

many businesses here in the South West - difficult 

times for our region. 
 

A Jenny wren sings and sings to me as I walk to the 

sheep shed each morning, and in the evening when I 

shut my hens in Mr Blackbird is singing all the time - 

a pleasure to listen to. The cherry, pear, and plum 

trees are blossoming in the orchard and in a few 

weeks the apple will be too. The orchard at its best! 

Through the contact of the local livestock auctioneer 

we sold another 12 strong orphan lambs to one buyer 

who collected them from the farm, not such as good a 

price as before! With the field work up to date, 

Michael was able to do a bit of vegetable gardening. 
 

As we knew the date we took the rams away from the 

ewes, we knew when we would finish lambing, and 

although the last 20 took about ten days to lamb we 

have now finished. The oldest doubles have now 

been moved on to our summer meadows, and we 

have stopped feeding them any corn ration. The fat 

lambs that we will start selling in July, will truly have 



Focus on Thorverton  15         Vol 51 No 4 – May 2020 

 

been fattened off mother’s milk and grass. The 

singles at Cadbury look fantastic and although we 

describe the land as ‘land that’s an overcoat colder 

than here,’ the sheep do very well there. 
 

Although the weather was against us all the winter 

and for the first three weeks of lambing, the sheep 

came through in good condition and lambed down 

with plenty of milk, and both ewe and lamb mortality 

were well below the national average. The real 

shepherding is now looking after the sheep in the 

fields and spotting any problems. In the last week 

Reg has brought in a ewe with black udder (that 

describes the illness exactly) and her 2 lambs. We 

might save half the udder and then she can go out 

again, but she’ll need a course of strong antibiotics. 

A ewe with mastitis, her lamb has gone back, and 

we’ll probably put it in with the orphan lambs. And a 

ewe that is showing signs of mineral deficiency, she 

should make a good recovery and she and her lambs 

go out again. And a dead lamb at Cadbury meant we 

had to catch the ewe and bring her home, and she is 

now in an adopter box starting the process of rearing 

a lamb again. 
 

The beautiful weather coinciding with the country in 

lock-down has seen many many walkers, joggers, 

and cyclists enjoying our lovely countryside. And for 

me to observe a sky, free from aeroplane exhaust in 

the day and flashing lights at night, is such a 

pleasure. Stay safe ! 
 

Tina Ayre 

 

The Joy of Photography 
50 years ago, who would have predicted that nearly 

everyone would have a camera and take hundreds (if 

not thousands) of photographs each year? The cost of 

the photos is now essentially zero. I took my first 

photos around 1950 on my father's Zeiss Ikon folding 

camera, producing 2 inch square black and white 

contact prints. In today's money these would cost 

about 30p each. Ten years later I was taking colour 

(Kodachrome) 35mm slides at 50p each. Buying film 

was a major cost and limited the number of photos 

taken. Maybe we took more care in taking the photos 

as we couldn't afford several shots of the same 

subject. Colour printing was exorbitant. 

 

In 1963 I started using a darkroom for the first time 

and was able to make monochrome enlargements (up 

to 10” x 8”). It also enabled me to crop, adjust 

contrast, and otherwise selectively improve the 

images. Cameras were expensive; my first camera 

with interchangeable lenses, the cheapest SLR 

available, was a Nikorex (made by Ricoh, but used 

top quality Nikon lenses) cost £150 in 1963 (about 

£2000 in today's money). The photos taken then give 

a nostalgic visual diary of travels and life in the 

1960s, although the colour slides don't approach the 

quality of modern digital photos taken on your 

mobile phone. Also the colour has faded. They look 

green and 'wishy-washy' when scanned into a 

computer, needing increase in contrast and saturation 

to make them presentable. 

 

Colour printing on the High Street became common, 

and reasonably priced, in the 1970s. But for your 

friends and family to see them, you needed multiple 

copies and postage on top. Although the first digital 

photo was taken around 1974 it took another 25 years 

for digital cameras to be available at a reasonable 

price. My first digital camera was bought in 2001, 

bringing with it the addition of digital movies. Even 

then the cost of memory cards was about £1 per Mb. 

Now, £1 buys 5Gb of memory; a price drop by a 

factor of 5000 in 20 years. So essentially the cost per 

photo is approaching zero, and you can now email 

them across the world for a penny-worth of 

electricity. A tip: Make the first photo on each 

memory card a photo of your name and address (or 

email) in case of loss. Last month, a memory card 

was returned to the owner after being lost in a Welsh 

river six years ago. 

 

But why do we take photos? Visual information and 

memories give pleasure to others - and to the 

photographer. Delight in seeing a permanent copy of 

something seen, all-be-it fleetingly, preserved for the 

future. It's a visual diary; especially as the date and 

time always accompanies each photo – assuming you 

have remembered to set the date on the camera! The 

permanency of electronic memory systems needs to 

be questioned, and a photo print may still be the best 

way of preserving the image. Personally, I find that 

placing the best images into a printed photobook (via 

Blurb, Photobox, etc) gives me the most pleasure. 

The production of a book adds a further layer of 

pleasure to seeing the visual record (and as a bonus, 

the cost per image is actually less than photo prints). 

 

Other uses of the digital camera (or mobile phone) 

include taking a photo of a map or pages from a 

guide book before setting off on a walk; posters of 

future events; to see what's down the back of a heavy 

piece of furniture; or even shots of an itchy place out 

of sight on your back. How did we manage before the 

advent of this technology? 

 

Comparing newly-published books of photos with 

even 25 years ago shows an enormous improvement 

in quality. Look at the colour photos in this FOCUS 

on THORVERTON and the ones available online 

(thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com where most of the 

photos are in colour). We are indeed fortunate to 
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have such a visual record of the village and the 

people who live here. 

 

Keep taking photos and, stealing a quote from 

elsewhere, “clunk click every trip”. 

John Spivey 

(In April’s edition of Focus the entry entitled “The 

Joy of the Campervan” was also provided by John 

Spivey, though his name was inadvertently omitted, 

sorry John – Ed.) 

Are You Beach Body Ready? 
 

It was an early morning in April. Betty was trying to 

complete the crossword in last month’s Focus 

magazine and listen to the TV at the same time. ‘Are 

you beach body ready?’ the glamorous presenter 

asked through the screen. ‘Nope’, said Betty, not 

lifting an eye from the crossword. ‘Now is the time to 

get that body sorted out’ the glam presenter 

continued. ‘Nope’, it’s not, said Betty as she carried 

on with the crossword. ‘Got it’ she said a few 

seconds later as she filled in the last clue that finally 

completed the crossword. She put the Focus down 

and turned her attention to the TV. ‘Do you dare to 

bare this year?’ was the next question. ‘Nope’, Betty 

replied, but more hesitantly this time. The questions 

had made her curious as she had always wondered 

what, exactly, went into getting yourself ‘beach body 

ready’, so she listened on. 

 

‘Preparation needs to start now if you are to look 

anywhere near ready for a trip to the beach this 

summer. First you need to source at least three 

designer swimsuits, to give you a choice on the day. 

The Design-Store is offering 20% off all swimwear 

this week so get on-line now as this brings the 

average price of a ‘one piece’ down to below £100. 

What a bargain!’ Betty made a mental note to look 

on-line for a new swimsuit. ‘Then’ the presenter 

continued ‘you need to replace last year’s sun hat, 

sunglasses, beach towel, beach bag, sandals and 

cover-up sundress. Biscay green is the colour for this 

year, so you must be seen in Biscay green! Next, 

check that your make-up is ‘sun safe’ to avoid a 

make-up landslide down your face.’ Oh dear, I had 

better check that, thought Betty. ‘Is your mobile 

phone the latest model? If not, upgrade now! Don’t 

be caught out taking selfies on an old phone. Once 

you have all the basics in place you can turn your 

thoughts to sorting out those bingo wings (upper arm 

fat), crankles (thick ankles), crinkles (cleavage 

wrinkles) and waddles (neck fat) by exercising like 

mad – a personal trainer is a must – and by dieting 

continuously. Is your teeth whitening regime on 

track? Do you need to consider braces? Now is also a 

good time to book that butt-lift you always wanted, 

that liposuction and trout pout too.’ 

 

Betty was frantically scribbling notes when the 

balance of her savings account came to mind and she 

stopped writing. She decided that, for now, the butt-

lift, liposuction and trout-pout would have to wait, 

and she crossed them off her list. 

 

‘Two weeks before the big day’ the presenter 

continued. ‘Get out your swimsuits and try them on. 

Have your hair highlighted, cut, styled and blow-

dried. When at the Hairdressing Salon take lessons 

on how to do a ‘lazy chignon’, a perfect on the beach 

casual but sexy style! Then, it’s off to the Beauticians 

for waxing – everywhere, a facial, mani-pedi 

(manicure and pedicure), all over body buff and a 

fake tan – go as dark as you dare! Practice your make 

up and consider booking a professional make up 

session for the morning of the event.’ Betty quickly 

turned the page of her note book and continued 

writing. 

 

‘With three days to go’ the advice continued with a 

quickening pace ‘you will need another facial, body 

wax, buff, spray tan - all over, just in case. Check 

your mani-pedi and book an emergency touch up if 

required. Practice the ‘lazy chignon’ and see how it 

looks with your sun hat and glasses on, and with your 

sun hat and glasses off. Choose your jewellery – 

simple but stylish, silver not gold…..’ Betty quickly 

sourced another pen as, annoyingly, hers had just run 

out of ink. She was now on her third page of notes. 

 

‘On the day’, the presenter was now looking quite 

serious so Betty gave the TV screen her full 

attention, ‘get up early, try on all 3 swimsuits, select 

one and pack the other two in your new beach bag. 

Pack your expensive sun tan lotion, a book from the 

top 20 best seller list, sparkling water, packed lunch 

(salad), Cosmopolitan magazine, a cushion with a 

photo of a cute dog on it and don’t forget your new 

Biscay green beach towel. Do your hair, put on your 

make up, jewellery, hat, sunglasses, sandals and new 

cover-up sundress.’ The presenter took a deep breath, 

and so did Betty. ‘Congratulations!’ the presenter 

shouted triumphantly, ‘you can now, at last, leave 

home knowing that you are completely beach body 

ready!’ The presenter smiled, revealing perfect white 

teeth, and waved enthusiastically to an audience she 

could not see while mouthing ‘bye, bye’. 

 

After all the excitement, Betty felt exhausted. She 

grabbed some juice, turned off the TV and sat in 

silence for a moment, just thinking. On hearing the 

post drop through the letterbox her thoughts returned 

to real life and her current situation. In slow motion 

she gathered up the pages of her note book, ripped 

them from the central binding, screwed them up into 

a tight ball and threw them in the bin. She decided 



Focus on Thorverton  17         Vol 51 No 4 – May 2020 

 

that this year, when the time came, she would dig out 

her old ‘sky blue’ swimsuit, grab her old sunglasses, 

hat, towel and a cushion - without a photo of a cute 

dog on it - open the back door, find a sunny spot on 

the lawn, spread out her towel, lay down on it and get 

comfy. She would then pick up the latest edition of 

Focus and relax. 

 

She would take in the peace and quiet, listen to the 

birds singing and the children playing. She would 

consider those far less fortunate than herself and take 

time to ‘phone all her family and friends on her 

rather old mobile phone. ‘Yes’, said Betty aloud, 

‘that is exactly how I, and many others, will be 

spending our beach days this year. Covid 19 has seen 

to that! So, I will fall asleep in the sunshine, in my 

back garden, and dream of getting ‘beach body 

ready’ for next year. Well, maybe!’ 

 

Alison Marshall 
 

Hello, Jura here 

Well, what is going on? A lot has changed since I 

pawed my last story and I am sure that you have 

noticed some strange goings on too. Firstly, Mum 

and Dad are home all the time which is unusual, but 

really nice. This means, however, that I am missing 

out on lots of treats because when Mum and Dad go 

out they give me 2 biscuits just before they leave the 

house. I have worked out that if Mum and Dad 

usually go out 3 times a day, and I get 2 biscuits each 

time they go out, I must be missing out on at least 5 

biscuits a week if my sums are right. Mum is trying 

to teach me maths but it is not my strong point – I 

can only bark up to 4 at the moment – so I could 

actually be missing out on even more biscuits than 

that. What they don’t know is that once they leave 

the house I go mad, running round and chasing the 

cats. Then, when I have had enough of all that, I pull 

the cushions off the sofa with my teeth, pile them up 

into a big heap on the floor, walk around on them for 

a bit, then fall asleep on top of the pile. This is very 

often how Mum and Dad find me when they get 

home! 

As Dad has been home all the time we have been 

doing a lot of gardening together. My best gardening 

trick is to follow Dad around when he is planting 

seeds then eat the empty seed packets - I can be 

really helpful sometimes. I have noticed that no-one 

comes into the garden anymore, they just stand at the 

gate and shout then Dad shouts back. It’s all very 

odd. When I ran up to the gate to see someone the 

other day the lady said, ‘sorry Jura but I can’t pat you 

down at the moment, because of the virus’ which 

made me quite sad. What is the virus anyway? There 

is no-one coming round for ‘chat’ and ‘wine’ at the 

moment either, which means that I am missing out on 

attention and even more treats. 

Mum has been working, as usual, and Dad says that 

nothing can stop her from doing ‘work’ as that is 

what she likes to do. She has been cleaning too, 

which is very unusual, and even went up into the loft 

to clean that out yesterday! Mum is acting quite 

strange, it is true, but she smells the same and is still 

singing, terribly, so I think she must be fine. 

Something else we have not been doing lately is 

going out in the car which means that we have not 

been going to Dawlish, one of my most favourite 

places in the world, to see my Grandma, Grandpa and 

boyfriend, Ty. I am really missing Dawlish and all 

the Boneo’s I manage to nab from Grandma just by 

looking at her in a soppy way! I hope that Ty won’t 

forget me. 

I have been told that my Aunties Deb and Helen, who 

also live in Dawlish, are going to have a new puppy 

soon and so I am looking forward to teaching him a 

thing or two. I like to be a ‘bossy bitch’ with the 

youngsters, as some of you will know, I can’t think 

where I get that from. Other people I have not seen 

lately are my human sister, Naomi, and ‘the 

Grandson’, Remy. As Remy has not been around I 

have not played a decent game of football for ages - 

Dad tries but he is quite rubbish at football. Like I 

said, what is going on? 

Why does the TV always have the boring News on 

and why is Mum always on her phone doing ‘chat’, 

texts, facetime or e-mails? Sometimes I do facetime 

but I tend to get very excited and start licking the 

screen, which gets me told off! There are other things 

too, why are the food cupboards and the fridge so 

full? Why is Dad always popping down the village 

shop? Why do we have an emergency ‘just in case’ 

cupboard? 

Anyway, some good things have been happening too 

like the sunshine and getting a big bag of piggy ears 

for Easter! I love piggy ears! Also, as Mum and Dad 

have had more time lately, we have been going on 

very long walks around the village outskirts which 

has been lovely. I do miss going out twice a day but 

one long walk is fine really. I have been missing my 

doggy friends, who don’t seem to be out and about 

much at the moment, so I would like to say a big 

paws up to Ripley, Sheba, Nelson, Bertie, Tilly, 

Olive, Flo, Tess, Roy, Murphy, Lottie, Belle, and any 

other dogs that know me. I did bump in to Toby 

Mason the other day, he lives up my road, and we 

had a good old sniff and catch up. His Dad, Ray 

Mason, is my human Grandad - I bet you didn’t 

know that! 
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Well, it feels like tea time so I am off to stare at my 

food bowl until someone feeds me. Here is a photo of 

me looking very thoughtful, wondering what is going 

on! 

 

Until next time woof, woof, Jura. 

 

Reflection 
 

Easter 2020, a spiritual day. But very much more 

than that this year. And a very different one for each 

of us. 

 

It is 4pm. My walk takes me to the Millennium Field. 

Such a pretty sight comes before me. A Teddy Bears’ 

picnic. Nothing is missing. The table laid with a 

cloth. On it a china teapot, a sugar basin, a milk jug 

and two cups and saucers. A huge bowl of different 

coloured Easter eggs. The two bears wait patiently 

and eagerly for this feast. And well they might. It 

looks so inviting, I feel like joining them, but I am 

not a bear, so I had better not. 

 

A cheer goes up to Claire, who made this beautiful 

tableau. A cheer also goes to the children in The 

Glebe who wrote in large letters on the pavement 

“Hello Thorverton, Love to You, Wash Your 

Hands”.  Also in School Lane, one says “Peace to 

You, Happy Easter”. 

 

So for short periods I am allowed to forget the danger 

in our midst, which affects you, me and everyone on 

this entire planet. 

 

When the twelve weeks isolation was first mentioned 

I was truly horrified. Twelve weeks – that’s an 

eternity. I do not like it at all. To take this necessary 

step, however, was soon made crystal clear. 

 

Out there younger people, some close ones, battle an 

invisible enemy – a ruthless enemy. They are 

professionals and we must trust them. The wheels of 

everything to do with every day ordinary life undergo 

monumental changes: changes unthinkable until 

recently. It is very still. Occasionally the sound of a 

child, a neighbour’s greeting from across the road, or 

from a window. 

 

Time to reflect, time to pray, time to give thanks for 

what we have. 

 

It is spring and nature hasn’t let us down. Nature 

always wins. 

 

A card from a friend says, “How blessed we are to 

live in such a beautiful part of the world”. This says 

it all. 

Annette Mawson 

 

 

A Dream Come True 
 

“The Snail Family are leaving the village,” shrieked 

Jack Daw from his high tree branch. On hearing this, 

the other insects and bugs started to cheer. Some 

were so happy that they threw their hats into the air. 

“Not before time,” called Black Beetle. “Hear, Hear,” 

agreed Hissing Sid the snake, who just happened to 

be passing by. 

 

The Snail Family took no notice. They had heard it 

all before and knew two wrongs never made things 

right. However, their hearts felt very heavy and they 

all felt sad to be moving, yet again. They were fed up 

with always being known as different. It wasn’t their 

fault that, unlike others, they had to carry their homes 

on their back while the others scrambled or flew to 

their homes.  They hadn’t asked to be born like that. 

They wondered why others couldn’t see how lovely 

they were inside. Why did others judge them by the 

way they looked? Couldn't others see that they were 

just like them inside?  It made them very, very sad. 

 

After travelling for a long time they arrived at the 

next village. They were very tired and hungry and 

although they needed food they all fell asleep. When 

they woke Mrs Snail said that they needed to find the 

village shop to get some supplies. 

 

They had been called names wherever they'd lived 

and as they expected the same to happen again Mr 

Snail opened the shop door very slowly. As they 

went inside they were greeted with cries of 

“Welcome, welcome.”  This had never happened to 

them before and they were very surprised and, just a 

little bit concerned. Why was this so different to the 

way they were normally treated? 
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They saw that the greetings had come from the shop 

keeper and her three customers, who were standing 

chatting. They didn’t know it yet, but they had met 

Lady Bird, who owned the shop. Her customers were 

‘Priscilla’ the duck, ‘Creepy’ the caterpillar and 

‘Slimy’ the slug. They had all been talking about the 

legs of ‘Creepy’ the caterpillar. Nobody really knew 

how many he had, all they knew was that he always 

took the longest to put his boots on. 

 

In all the excitement nobody had heard ‘Mr Owl’, the 

school teacher, enter the shop and they were all 

startled when he hooted, “Ooh, new villagers I see. 

Welcome to our lovely village, I hope you will be 

able to join in the things that go on here.” 

 

The snail family gasped. Join in things? They had 

never been asked this before. In other places it had 

been made crystal clear that they weren't wanted. 

Hesitating, and in disbelief Mr Snail asked, “Did you 

say we can join in?”  “But of course my man,” 

hooted Mr Owl, “the more the merrier. Everyone will 

be pleased to see you.” “Pleased to see us?” queried 

Mr Snail, aghast at this statement, “but what and 

where can WE go?” 

 

“Well,” hooted Mr Owl, as he stroked his chin, “I’ve 

got to be careful here as I will probably leave 

someone out, so I will apologise for that first.  In this 

village we have a Church, a Chapel and two Pubs. If 

you like music there is the Church Choir. Then there 

is the Parish Council and the Surgery, not that you 

will want to spend a lot of time in the latter.  For the 

younger members of the family there is the School 

and the Toddlers group and during term time there is 

a Pre School. 

 

“Each month we have two markets. Every 2
nd

 week 

in the month it is in the Memorial Hall. They also put 

on other events during the year. The other market is 

also held monthly on the 4
th
 Saturday and is at the WI 

hut. Their members meet at 7-30 on the 1
st
 Tues of 

every month bar January. Your wife would be made 

very welcome.  A Whist and Bridge club is also held 

there. Then there's the Arts and Craft group who 

welcome either sex. We have a British Legion, a Golf 

Society and a Ladies Group. The latter meet every 2
nd

 

Thursday of the month. Your wife may be interested 

in also joining them. If you feel like a work-out you 

could go along to the Ambling, Rambling and 

Tramping Society. As that's such a mouthful they are 

called TARTS for short. 

 

“If you take the main road out of the village you will 

find the Cricket Club on the right. However, if you 

decide to go up the hill to a place called Broadlands 

you will pass our Post Office Portacabin in the car 

park. You can also buy cards, newspapers and 

magazines here. Every month our village magazine, 

called Focus, is sold here. If you preferred you can 

have it delivered for no extra charge.  As you 

continue upwards you will find the allotments and a 

recreation ground for the children. The Football Club 

also play their matches there. Should you be unsure 

of where you are, just ask someone, they will always 

help if they can.” 

 

“What a lot happens,” said Mrs Snail, as she packed 

up her groceries. “Thank you for letting us know, we 

have much to think about.”  “Well,” hooted Mr Owl, 

“if you don’t give others a chance you never know 

what talent and goodness you are missing out on.” 

 

As they were leaving the shop Mrs Snail suddenly 

asked, “What is the name of this lovely village?”  

“We are proud to call it Thorverton,” they all said 

together, and Mr Owl added, “Here we always look 

out and care for each other, whatever happens.”  

“Thank you for your kindness,” answered Mr Snail. 

 

As the Snail Family made their way home their 

hearts were much lighter, they weren’t different they 

were unique and what others thought did not matter 

at all. Finally, after much trying, their dream had 

come true. They were finally going to be accepted for 

who they were and not for what they were. At last, 

they had found their happy-ever-after home. 

 

Sylv Gregory 

 

The Land 
Arthur Deane climbed stiffly into the cab of his 

tractor, pulled the collar of his coat up and placed his 

cap firmly on his head. He switched on the engine 

and turned the machine across the yard and out along 

the drive. The tyres ground into the mat of russet 

leaves that layered the concrete. The gale that had 

blown through the night before had swept the 

remnants of these from the row of trees that stretched 

ahead on his right, their swaying bare branches, 

dotted with rooks’ nests, scoring a tracery of black 

against the grey clouds that slid across the sky. 

Leaving the trees and the wheeling rooks behind, the 

way ahead lay clear. As he took in the patchwork of 

fields on the slope rising ahead of him, his weather-

beaten face broke into a rare smile. His fields … his 

land …  at last! 

 

Watching him from the kitchen window of the old 

farmhouse, where she stood washing clothes at a 

large Belfast sink, a round-faced woman followed his 

movements with a look that would have shaken 

Arthur’s happy contemplations if he had been aware 

of it. But he was oblivious to the menace in her stare. 

Her eyes suddenly narrowed as if in concentration. 
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“A curse on you, Arthur Deane. Do you think I don’t 

know what ‘ee have done,” she spat out. 

 

The Deane family had owned Owlacombe Farm for 

generations. It was a remote place, reached along 

narrow, steeply banked lanes that, but for the 

network of twisted roots that contained them, 

threatened to close in upon any unwelcome stranger 

foolish enough to lose themselves in the maze of 

unmarked byways that rose steeply up and plunged 

away again in this part of deepest Devon. The thick 

brown of the earth permeated all other colours, 

lending drabness to the green of the grass and 

diffusing even the blue of the sky. It was wet, heavy 

and cloying but the Deanes had made it their own. 

 

Over the generations the family had built a dwelling 

of stone, cob and thatch and, to form a square, 

erected three large barns around a cobbled yard. At 

this time of year, the cattle shuffled and steamed 

inside, the winter rains having left the world outside 

sodden. 

 

Arthur and his older brother, George, had taken on 

the farm from their father some 10 years previously 

when he finally succumbed to crippling arthritis. He 

had passed his remaining years proffering advice to 

his sons but giving little practical assistance, so that 

when he had passed away the previous year, Arthur 

had seen it as one less to support from the 

increasingly meagre returns of the farm. 

 

The sons carried on as before, alone, their mother 

having died when they were children. But then, to the 

surprise of many and not just Arthur, George had 

started seeing a girl from South Molton whom he had 

met one market day and, within a couple of months, 

they were married and there she was living at the 

farm, busying herself around the house, cleaning and 

cooking and, being a country girl, making herself 

generally useful. 

 

The bombshell, for such it was for Arthur, had come 

at the end of a summer little better than the spring 

which it followed, the wettest they had ever known. 

The fields lay waterlogged and nothing had thrived. 

George had grumbled throughout. With the falling 

prices their cattle were now fetching, they could not 

go on like this. By October, George was firmly 

resolved that the farm must be sold. However much 

Arthur sought to dissuade him, his mind was made 

up. There was much bitterness then between the 

brothers, who despite, or perhaps because of the 

proximity in which they had lived for so long, had 

never been close in their relationship. 

 

Gwen, George’s wife, had served only to heighten 

the ill feeling that had grown between them. That 

early reservation which Arthur had felt at the arrival 

of a stranger in their midst had been replaced in the 

course of time by appreciation of the contribution she 

made. He saw in her a commitment to the farm which 

George no longer shared and so Arthur, in the 

arguments he had with his brother, sought to turn her 

against her husband. Perhaps there was more than 

that, for the glances that he gave her suggested he 

regarded her as more than just an ally. 

 

Arthur’s mind dwelt on the situation through those 

autumn weeks. He knew he could not hold out 

against his brother if he were determined to sell. Yet 

he could not imagine a life away from the farm, for 

all the challenges it presented. As soon ask a tree to 

uproot itself. The thick clay not only made up the 

landscape around, it was as if it formed his very 

being. The sense of his attachment to this place and 

the fear of being torn from it came to oppress him 

more and more. 

 

November arrived and a cold day when the air hung 

still. Gwen was in the house. George was out 

working on the other side of the barn opposite. 

Arthur had finished giving the remaining cows their 

feed and now stood at the corner of the building 

watching George over by the slurry pit. George did 

not hear his brother approach. Gwen, looking for him 

when he did not come in for lunch, discovered his 

body in the pit. It was not clear whether he had 

slipped in or been overcome by the fumes from the 

potent mix of muck and water. Either way, he was 

dead. 

 

The funeral had taken place on the day prior to that 

described when Arthur drove his tractor out of the 

yard, and the smile that crossed his face reflected the 

satisfaction he now felt. He would stay on at 

Owlacombe, continuing to farm there as his forbears 

had done before him. Who knows, things might turn 

round with a more positive spirit driving the place. 

Gwen, naturally shocked at the terrible accident that 

had befallen her husband, had shown no signs of 

returning to her family and, given time…. Well, wait 

and see. 

 

He directed the tractor through the gate leading to the 

upper fields. From there he would be able to look out 

over his land. See the farmhouse that now belonged 

to him down below. Perhaps see Gwen hanging out 

the washing in the yard. But as he continued up the 

slope, a sudden rain shower broke against the 

window of his cab and he peered forward as the 

wiper worked ineffectually to clear his vision ahead. 

The features of the field had become indistinct, just a 

wash of brown which now appeared to be sliding 

downhill towards him. The tractor slowed and 

lurched, its wheels churning up the thick mud before 
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becoming trapped within its grasp and shuddering to 

a halt, tilting to the right as it did so. The engine 

stalled. 

 

Cursing the weather and his ill luck, Arthur opened 

the cab door and jumped to the ground. There was no 

resistance as his feet met the earth. They passed 

through the surface and he sank deeply into the clay 

that yielded beneath him. He struggled to free 

himself, to reach out to the vehicle behind but found 

himself sinking all the more as he floundered and fell 

forwards as if a pair of strong hands, reaching up 

from the land to receive him, drew him down. His 

resistance was of no avail. In a few moments, only 

his cap, slipping from his head, remained. 

 

Gwen still lives in the farm, now with her second 

husband, and between the two of them they have 

made a go of it. Converting the barns and taking in 

holiday visitors has helped of course. Arthur, pulled 

from beneath his tractor which, to all appearances, 

had toppled over onto him pressing him into the 

ground and suffocating him, was buried alongside his 

brother and their long line of Deane ancestors in the 

graveyard of the local church. The end of the family 

line, but all now at one with the land which they had 

called their own for so long. 

 

C G Protheroe 

 

Comfort reads for challenging 
times 
 

For me a comfort read is something I know I will 

enjoy, not too taxing on the brain and no nasty 

surprises, therefore something I have read before or 

by an author I know.  Here are five of my favourites: 

 

84 Charing Cross Road by Helene Hanff 

 

I first read this book forty years 

ago and have loved it ever since!  

It takes the form of letters 

exchanged between American 

writer Helene Hanff and Marks 

and Co. a second-hand and antique 

bookshop in London as she seeks 

out old and out-of-print English 

books.  The first letter is sent at the 

end of 1949 and the exchange 

continues for another twenty years.  Initially the 

correspondence is between Frank, the manager and 

Helene but when she realises the shortage of so many 

things in post-war Britain she starts to send food 

parcels to the shop the other staff write to her too.  

This is a lovely gentle book which was made into a 

film with Anthony Hopkins and Anne Bancroft. 

 

The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency by Alexander 

McCall Smith 

 

This is the first in a series of 

these books featuring 

Botswana’s only female private 

detective, Precious Ramotswe.  

The crimes that she is asked to 

solve are never gory and you 

know that she will always solve 

them in her own inimitable way!  

Although the characters do 

develop throughout the series the 

books could be read in any order. 

 

Three Men in a Boat by Jerome K Jerome 

 

This is a hilarious account of three 

men (not forgetting the dog) who 

set out on a voyage up the River 

Thames.  Written more than a 

century ago it is still amusing today 

with its descriptions of farcical 

incidents, descriptions of river 

fashions and reflections on the 

river’s history. 

 

 

Untold Stories by Alan Bennett 

 

Alan Bennett’s ‘Untold stories’ is 

a collection of his writings over 

ten years, so an easy book to dip 

in and out of at random.  He 

writes about his family, his 

parents’ marriage, the life and 

death of his aunts and the 

uncovering of a long-held family 

secret.  Funny but at times heart-

rending.  The audio version is read by Bennett 

himself and is perfect listening. 

 

Cider with Rosie by Laurie Lee 

 

Another book from a past era!  

‘Cider with Rosie’ is Laurie Lee’s 

memoir of growing up in a remote 

Cotswold village at a time before 

electricity or cars.  His 

descriptions of village life 

through the seasons still enchant 

today. 

 

 

Carol Randall 
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Poetry (2) 
 

Thank you to all those who responded to my plea for 

more poetry for this issue of Focus.  We hope you 

enjoy this Bumper Poetry section  – Ed. 
 

One of Alison Marshall’s favourite poems:  
 

Sally In Our Alley (Henry Carey 1693 – 1743) 
 

Of all the girls that are so smart, there’s none like  

                                                            pretty Sally, 
She is the darling of my heart and she lives in our alley. 

There is no lady in the land is half so sweet as Sally, 
She is the darling of my heart and she lives in our alley.                              

* 

Her father he makes cabbage-nets, and through the  

                                                 streets does carry ‘em, 

Her mother she sells laces long to such as please to   

                                                                      buy ‘em. 

But sure such folks could ne’er beget, so sweet a girl  

                                                                      as Sally! 
She is the darling of my heart and she lives in our alley. 

* 
When she is by I leave my work I love her so sincerely, 

My master comes like any Turk and bangs me most  

                                                                     severely. 

But let him bang his bellyful, I’ll bear it all for Sally, 
She is the darling of my heart and she lives in our alley. 

* 

Of all the days that’s in the week, I dearly love but  

                                                                     one day, 

And that’s the day that comes betwixt a Saturday and  

                                                                     Monday. 

For then I’m dressed all in my best to walk abroad  

                                                                   with Sally, 
She is the darling of my heart and she lives in our alley. 

* 
My master carries me to church and often I am blamèd, 

Because I leave him in the lurch as soon as text is  

                                                                      namèd. 

I leave the church in sermon-time and slink away to  

                                                                          Sally, 
She is the darling of my heart and she lives in our alley. 

* 

When Christmas comes about again oh, then I shall  

                                                               have money, 

I’ll hoard it up and box it all, I’ll give it to my honey. 

I would it were ten thousand pound, I’d give it all to 

                                                                          Sally, 
She is the darling of my heart and she lives in our alley. 

* 

My master and the neighbours all make game of me 

                                                                   and Sally, 
And, but for her, I’d better be a slave and row a galley. 

But when my seven long years are out oh, then I’ll  

                                                              marry Sally, 

Oh, then we’ll wed and then we’ll bed – but no, not  

                                                               in our alley! 

******* 

Animal Cartographers 
 

With random purpose she weaves through the spring 

grass. 

Oblivious, omniscient, her nose 

maps out worlds beyond grasp, 

invisible countries of smell 

and odorous principalities, 

mountain-chains of flavours ruptured by secretious 

rivers and oceans of emptiness. 

 

Wondering at the skill of her 

I forget my own. For in the cells of my being 

I too compass out and triangulate 

my course through the wiry web that oversees a 

million dimensions. 

I cast kingdoms of choice from a billion moulds 

and a trillion possible worlds. Mapping, we create, 

and creating, we parody the fate of nations. 

 

I sense your sharp mind probing the long grass. 

Canine cartographer, fellow builder, 

Steal soft. 

Know us for what we are. 

Stretton Taborn 

 

Spring 
 

The first signs of spring have been noted today, 

From tiny green buds to the Snowdrop display, 

Birds chirping loudly ‘it’s warmer, hooray!’ 

And children escape to the garden to play.  
 

Alison Marshall  

 

The May Magnificat 
 

       MAY is Mary’s month, and I 

       Muse at that and wonder why: 

Her feasts follow reason, 

Dated due to season – 
 

Candlemas, Lady Day; 

But the Lady Month, May, 

 Why fasten that upon her, 

 With a feasting in her honour? 
 

        Is it only its being brighter 

        Than the most are must delight her? 

         Is it opportunest 

 And flowers finds soonest? 
 

        Ask of her, the mighty mother: 

        Her reply puts this other 

 Question: What is Spring? – 

 Growth in every thing – 
 

        Flesh and fleece, fur and feather, 

        Grass and greenworld all together; 

 Star-eyed strawberry-breaster 

 Throstle above her nested. 
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        Cluster of bugle blue eggs thin 

        Forms and warms the life within; 

 And bird and blossoms swell 

 In sod or sheath or shell. 
 

        All things rising, all things sizing, 

        Mary sees, sympathising 

 With that world of good, 

 Nature’s motherhood. 
 

        Their magnifying of each its kind 

        With delight calls to mind 

 How she did in her stored 

 Magnify the Lord. 
 

        Well but there was more than this: 

        Spring’s universal bliss 

 Much, had much to say 

 To offering Mary May. 
 

        When drop-of-blood-and-foam-dapple 

        Bloom lights the orchard-apple 

 And thicket and thorp and marry 

 With silver-surfèd cherry. 
 

        And azuring-over greybell makes 

        Wood banks and brakes wash wet like lakes 

 And magic cuckoocall 

 Caps, clears, and clinches all – 
  

        This ecstasy all through mothering earth 

        Tells Mary her mirth till Christ’s birth 

 To remember and exultation 

 In God who was her salvation. 
 

Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-89). Poems. 1918 

Submitted by Gillian Bathe (née Turner-Warwick) 

 

Groundhog Sunday Sonnet 

 

Each day feels like a Sunday groundhog day, 

the silence pressing down upon my ear. 

I like a Sunday once a week I say, 

but ev’ery day it seems unreal and queer. 

 

My childhood mem’ries swell into my mind. 

The quiet boring moments lost in time. 

Those Sunday feelings easy to rewind, 

when adults talked and stayed the day supine. 
 

My holidays with cousins were well spent. 

Though Sunday bells would summon us to church. 

All dressed in best our shining shoes we bent, 

for two hours endless matins pages search. 
 

Now Sunday is a pleasure and a break, 

but ev’ery day is rather hard to take! 
 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Rookery Nookery Rap 
 

The Rookery Nookery’s coming alive. 
The eggs have been cracking,  

the babies arrive.  

Much comings and goings 

and flappings and clackings, 

hustle and bustle and jawings and cawings. 

The Rookery Nookery’s coming alive. 

The birds are all busy to help young survive. 
 

A full round of jostle, the task is colossal. 

The branches are swaying.  

The mother is saying,  

“You’re safe in my care.” 

The wind in a fury is rocking and mocking. 

He’d knock them all down if only he dare. 

The Rookery Nookery’s coming alive. 

The birds are all working to help the chicks          

                                                             thrive. 
 

Small flutings are heard 

from the nests high above 

with flutterings and mutterings 

and squawkings of love. 

These parents like others 

small lives to enhance 

will nurture and feed them 

to give them a chance. 
 

Then one day soon 

they might fly high. 

Free spirits of nature 

soar in the sky. 

The Rookery Nookery’s  

well on the way 

to giving new life  

a brilliant new day. 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

A view from my window – the Willow Tree 
 

The Willow stands tall, twisted and bowed, 

Strangely alone and away from the crowd. 

Its tendrils sway in the warm springtime breeze, 

The mightiest of all of our wonderful trees? 
 

The Buzzard stands proud on the branch of the Willow, 

Breakfast he seeks out the corner of an eye. 

A movement is seen from the carpet of leaves, 

A swoop, and a catch, showing nature at ease. 
 

Snowdrops bloom in the shade of the Willow, 

Warm morning sunlight shines bright through the haze. 

Heavy tree limbs stretch up to the sky, 

And the babbling River Jordan keeps racing on by.  
 

Alison Marshall  
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Nature Notes 
How have you got on with looking out for the 

animals I mentioned last month, speckled wood, 

orange-tip, house martins, swallow, grass snake, St 

Mark’s fly and cockchafer also known as a May bug? 

I saw a speckled wood and orange-tip butterfly on 

3rd April, the first of the warmer days with my first 

swallow on 5th at 9a.m. and house martin 12th. I’ve 

not seen a grass snake yet but did see a slow worm in 

the garden on 5th April. No May bugs or St Mark’s 

fly sightings at the time of writing but these are likely 

to appear towards the end of April and into May. 

 

 
 

Your challenge for May is to spot common blue 

butterflies (not to be mistaken for Holly Blue of 

which many have been seen in April) and larvae of 

the brown hairstreak butterfly, drinker moth and 

garden tiger moth. Small green flattened larvae of 

brown hairstreak can be found by searching among 

fresh green leaves of blackthorn. Drinker larvae 

favour course grass such as cock’s-foot and reeds but 

can pop up anywhere. Garden tiger larvae, also 

known as woolly bear because they are very hairy, 

eat a variety of herbaceous plants. The garden tiger 

was once quite common but is now very much in 

decline so this challenge may not be achievable, so if 

you see one I’d love to know. 
 

News 
In late February I happened to be talking to a 

customer at my work and she told me she had lost her 

job at Okehampton Railway Station café because the 

station and café had closed to be sold by its 

American owners. The café was an excellent 

refreshment stop for TARTS and for taking the train 

to Okehampton (and Meldon) in spring and summer 

as part of our organised walks and for spotting 

wildlife along the way. 
 

Local News 
On 23rd March I was very surprised to startle a snipe 

that was probing an area for food where water 

collects due to excessive rainfall just beyond our 

garden. 
 

A male and female yellowhammer have been seen in 

the same small area along one of the local lanes and 

at one point one of them flew up from the roadside 

ditch, a good indication there might be a nest there or 

sussing out a nest site. 
 

There have been sightings of stoats and weasel and if 

you walk at dusk you’ll see many bats whizzing 

about. 

 

On 31st March on the usual route my daughter and I 

take we came across glass of clean broken bottles 

strewn across the road and many shards were very 

sharp and larger pieces in an upright position, enough 

to do serious damage to cyclists’ tyres, dogs and 

humans. The broken bottles had obviously 

accidentally dropped off a vehicle probably due to 

driving over several potholes now filled in. Thank 

you to Ken Ham who spent an hour and a half 

sweeping up the glass and took it home. 
 

On 6th March I noticed a song thrush disappearing 

into the many sword shaped leaves of our biggest 

cordyline tree and I had a feeling it may be starting a 

nest. Over the weeks from time to time I’d seen it 

come and go. On 11
th

 April I happened to be stood in 

front of the tree and there in plain view I could see a 

nest with four reasonably grown chicks. An adult 

would come in with food and feed the chicks who 

then turned around and presented the adult with a 

faecal sack to take away from the nest. The chicks 

fledged some time over the 13
th
 to 14th. On 17th I 

noticed a song thrush taking nesting material into the 

same cordyline tree. Is this the same female thrush 

whose young have just fledged? One of my bird 

books states that song thrush chicks are only fed in 

the nest. It also states a song thrush can have up to 

four broods in a season. 
 

A to Z Prominent Moths 
Adult members of the prominent moth family cannot 

feed. Their wings are usually held tight to the body 

tent shaped when at rest. The moths have tufts of hair 

projecting from their wings and can best be seen 

sideways on. I will not mention all 21 resident 

species but concentrate on those you could find in 

May, are common to this area and whose name ends 

in ‘prominent’. 
 

Iron Prominent Notodonta dromedarius 

Forewings dark grey-brown with a rich rusty pattern 

and as its Latin name suggests, has one tuft or hump. 

Larvae feed on birch, alder, hazel, oak. 
 

Pebble Prominent Notodonta ziczac 

This is a mid to light brown coloured moth with a 

distinct pebble type shape at the rear of the wing. 

Larval foodplants are poplars including aspen and 

willows including sallow. 
 

Lesser Swallow Prominent Pheosin gnoma 

A moth of white, black and brown colours and has a 

distinct white wedge below its largest tuft. The white 

wedge is a feature that is used to identify between 
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lesser swallow prominent and swallow prominent. 

Foodplant is birch. 
 

Swallow Prominent Pheosin tremula 

Very similar to lesser swallow prominent but a little 

larger and the white markings below the larger tuft 

appear as lines rather than a wedge. Foodplant aspen 

(Populus tremula) and other poplars, willow 

including sallow. 
 

Great Prominent Peridea anceps 

One of our largest prominent moths and of shades of 

brown with a greenish tinge and larval foodplant is oak. 
 

Coxcomb Prominent Ptilodon capucina 

This moth is a lovely bright brown, its head having a 

lighter brown-cream colour and tufted. Its larvae eat 

a variety of broadleaved tree leaves. 
 

Pale Prominent Pterostoma palpina 

This is a pale cream-brown moth with a prominent 

snout like protrusion which is actually its palps and 

has the appearance of a piece of rotten wood. 

Foodplant is aspen, other poplars and willow. 

 

Jenny Garne  01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

In Vol 49 No 10 – November 2018 of Focus I wrote 

about the doctrine of vicarious liability and the 

decision of the Court of Appeal in Bellman –v- 

Northampton Recruitment and Another [2018]. 

This month we return to the topic of vicarious 

liability and, in particular, the decision of the 

Supreme Court in Various Claimants –v- Wm 

Morrison Supermarkets plc [2020]. The issue 

before the court was whether Morrison could be 

liable to various of its employees or former 

employees for the wrongful conduct of Andrew 

Skelton, another employee. 

 

Mr Skelton was a senior auditor in Morrisons’ 

internal audit team. He had been subject to 

disciplinary proceedings for minor misconduct and, 

from then on, had harboured a grudge against 

Morrisons. 

 

A few months later, Morrisons was requested by its 

auditor KPMG to provide a copy of its payroll data, 

containing the personal details of all its employees. A 

copy of the data was transmitted to Skelton for the 

sole purpose of passing it on to KPMG. Skelton 

carried out the task but also made and kept a personal 

copy which he then uploaded to a publicly accessible 

website. Skelton also sent the data to a number of 

newspapers. 

 

The newspapers did not publish the data; one 

informed Morrisons, and Morrisons immediately 

took steps to limit the damage. Skelton was arrested 

and subsequently convicted of a number of offences 

and sentenced to eight years’ imprisonment. 

Morrisons spent more than £2.26 million in dealing 

with the immediate aftermath of the disclosures. 

 

Morrisons was sued by thousands of its staff. The 

trial judge Mr Justice Langstaff held that, although 

Morrisons was not to blame, it was vicariously liable 

for Skelton’s wrongdoing on the basis that he had 

committed the acts in the course of his employment. 

The decision was upheld by the Court of Appeal. 

Morrisons appealed to the Supreme Court. 

 

In delivering the judgment of the Court, Lord Reed 

said that the judge and the court of Appeal had 

misunderstood the principles governing vicarious 

liability in a number of relevant respects. In a case 

concerned with vicarious liability in an employment 

situation, the court generally had to decide whether 

the wrongful conduct was so closely connected with 

acts that the employee was authorised to do that, for 

the purposes of the liability of his employer, it might 

fairly and properly be regarded as done by the 

employee in the ordinary course of his employment. 

 

Applying this test, the task that Skelton was 

authorised to do was that of collating and 

transmitting payroll data to KPMG. This led to the 

question whether Skelton’s wrongful disclosure of 

the data was so closely connected with the collation 

and transmission of the data to KPMG that, for the 

purposes of the liability of Morrisons, the disclosure 

might fairly and properly be regarded as made by 

him while acting in the ordinary course of his 

employment?  Clearly Skelton would not have been 

in a position to make the disclosure had he not been 

asked to collate the data and transfer it KPMG.  But 

is it sufficient for the purposes of vicarious liability 

that the nature of Skelton’s employment provided 

him with the opportunity to commit the wrongful 

act? 

 

The Supreme Court held that it was not. Skelton had 

not been engaged in furthering his employer’s 

business when he committed the wrongful act.  On 

the contrary, he was pursuing a personal vendetta, 

seeking vengeance for the disciplinary proceedings 

some months earlier. It could not, therefore, be fairly 

and properly regarded as done by him while acting in 

the ordinary course of his employment. 

 

So, how should we now view the decision in 

Bellman? According to the Supreme Court, the 

Court of Appeal reached the correct decision in 

Bellman. Notwithstanding that the assault occurred 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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outside working hours and away from the workplace, 

there was a very close connection between the 

managing director’s authorised activities as an 

employee and his commissioning of the assault: it 

was committed while he was purporting to act in the 

course of his employment as the managing director 

by asserting his authority over his subordinates in 

relation to a management decision which he had 

taken. (per Lord Reed at para 46). 
 

Clive Hamblin 

 

The Garden in May 
Whatever happened to April showers? Of course 

whilst writing this, we are having one! It seems to be 

a pattern, that we are having a spate of hot, dry Aprils 

over the past few years. We were helped this year by 

the very wet winter and only the top two inches have 

seriously dried out. However, as a vegetable grower, 

this is the very time that those top two inches are 

most essential. April is the month for sowing many 

seeds, such as parsnips, spinach, chard, carrots, 

beetroot, to name the most well known. Without 

showers, they are reluctant to get going and, if they 

do start to grow, the dry soil is no help. It’s a strange 

thing, but watering, even when using stored rain 

water, does not have the same affect as a good, sharp 

shower. 
 

So, now we have some rain, it’s all systems go in the 

veggie department and, as the soil warms up under a 

hotter sun, sow all your root crops and plant out peas, 

sugar snaps and broad beans. Don’t plant out your 

runner beans until later in the month. Hold fire on the 

more tender vegetables until after the Franklin frosts, 

19
th
, 20

th
 and 21

st
 May. All cucurbits, i.e. marrows, 

squash, pumpkins, courgettes etc. can go out at the 

end of the month if the weather seems settled. 

Always use your gardener’s weather eye on planting 

out and, if it still seems to be cool and wet, another 

week won’t matter. 
 

You can of course start these plants off by seed in a 

protected area, i.e. glass house, poly tunnel or warm 

window sill. A word of caution if using a window 

sill, watch the progression of the sun so that they 

don’t fry! For cucurbits, I use a 9cms pot, one seed 

for each pot. Push the seed down about 3cms and 

water well using a fine rose on a watering can. Move 

the can over the seeds backwards and forwards until 

the compost is wet to the bottom of the pot. The pots 

will not need watering for several days after this, but 

always check. If in the green house or poly tunnel, 

protect from mice. If you have access to a 

propagator, this will give them a flying start but 

remove from the propagator as soon as they begin to 

grow out of the soil or else they become lanky and 

weak. In three to four weeks they will be reaching a 

possible planting size. If they get too big for their 

pot, move them into a slightly bigger pot. You are 

looking for a vigorous plant with plenty of roots. 

Make sure you give the plants some time outdoors 

before planting. 
 

May is the time to put out bedding plants. As this 

year might not afford us the opportunity to purchase 

these plants from garden centres, let’s look at the 

possibility of growing from seed. Hardy annuals and 

half hardy annuals fell out of favour with our busy 

life styles and the lack of a full-time gardener! And 

the rise of the garden centres that supplied healthy 

bedding plants ready to plant out. 
 

This year, why not try growing some of your own. 

Half hardy annuals are grown like indoor lettuce 

seeds. Sprinkle seeds onto a level, firm pot of 

compost, 80% full. Cover with a thin layer of 

compost, water well with a rose on the watering can 

and place in a warm spot. Use a propagator if you 

have one. If not, cover with plastic or glass until 

seeds come through. Keep seedlings moist but not 

wet-through from this point. Prick them out when 

they are big enough to handle without damage. 

Always hold them by the leaves and never the stem. 

Re-pot into airy compost - i.e. don’t squash the 

compost down into the pot - in small 6cms pots and 

use a pencil or small stick to help lever them out of 

the soil before re-potting. Water well and let them 

grow on in a green house, poly tunnel, window sill, 

or a table near the window will do. In the latter case, 

you will need to turn them round every day as they 

will turn to the light. Before planting out at the end of 

the month, harden them off outside in a sheltered 

situation. Protect from slugs and snails! 
 

Hardy annuals can be sown into the ground outside. 

Make a seed bed, i.e. work the soil into a fine tilth 

and rake over until smooth. Depending on how much 

room you have, it is better to sow in blocks or 

smaller groups. This helps you to identify what are 

seedlings and what might be weeds. Sprinkle the seed 

sparsely and cover with a thin layer of compost, then 

tamp the soil down with the back of a rake. These 

areas need to be kept moist. Once the seedlings 

appear and are recognisable, gradually take out the 

weakest, leaving a few vigorous healthy plants to fill 

the space.  This can be done over a few weeks.  All 

of this takes time and so don’t get too impatient. 

Slugs can be a problem for young plants so be on the 

look out and take action if necessary. 
 

Right, Neville, that should keep everyone busy. I’m 

off to sow some more seeds. 

Happy gardening 
 

Lorraine Colebrook
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The Night Sky 
What are we looking at in the sky at night? I have found a night sky chart for 16

th
 May to help you locate some of 

the stars and planets that should be visible during the month if we get some clear skies. Obviously this chart can 

only capture the position for that particular night, but the position of celestial objects on other nights throughout 

May will not be very different – at least as far as the casual observer is concerned. 

 

The star constellation Virgo will be visible by early May. Virgo is the largest constellation of the zodiac and the 

second-largest constellation overall (after Hydra). Yet Virgo’s long and rambling group of stars doesn’t have a 

well-defined pattern and it is very difficult for most people to make out the winged maiden holding an ear of wheat 

in her left hand! It does contain one first-magnitude star, the sparkling blue-white Spica. 

The planet Venus is very bright, becoming visible around 20:30 as the dusk sky fades, 34° above the western 

horizon. It will then sink towards the horizon, setting at 00:45. The planet Mars will be visible just above the south-

eastern horizon between about 03.00 and 04.30. 

 

On May 7
th
 we will have the last of our “supermoons” for 2020. The Moon will be located on the opposite side of 

the Earth as the Sun and its face will be fully illuminated (a full moon). This full moon was known by early native 

American tribes as the Flower Moon because this was the time of year when spring flowers appeared in abundance. 

It has also been known as the Corn Planting Moon and the Milk Moon. The Moon will be near to its closest 

approach to the Earth and may look slightly larger and brighter than usual. 

 

From 23 May for a few months it may be possible to see the Comet Atlas. This is a newly discovered comet some 

72 million miles away, and astronomers cannot be certain yet about its brightness, but in late spring it could be the 

second brightest object in the night sky besides the Moon. 

 

Neville Lane 
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Puzzles 
 

I did not include a puzzle page in April’s magazine 

because I was aware that national newspapers were 

expanding their puzzle pages during the pandemic. 

However, I have been requested to put some in this month, 

if only for those who do not regularly buy a newspaper - 

Ed 

 

Su Doku 

 

This month’s puzzle on the right (each horizontal and 

vertical line must contain each of the numbers from one to 

nine): 

 

The unemployed professors 

 

Three professors of philosophy are seeking employment at 

a certain university (this was before lockdown). The Dean 

informs them as follows: I shall place a blue or a white dot 

on each of your foreheads. If you see a white dot on 

anyone’s forehead, please raise your right hand. As soon 

as you know your colour, please lower your hand. He puts a white dot on all three professors, and of course they all 

raise their hands. Fairly soon though, one of them, Professor Sol (“Ipy”) Hoph, lowers his hand and declares, 

“Obviously I must have a white dot.” 

 

“How do you know?”  asks the Dean. 

 

Professor Hoph’s explanation wins him the job. How does he explain that he must have a white dot? (There are no 

mirrors or such-like in the room.) 

 

Knight’s Tour 

 

If you know the knight’s move in chess you will be able to 

follow this easily enough. Place the numbers from 1 to 100 

in the grid below so that a knight could move from one 

number to the next higher number, making a knight’s move 

(either two squares horizontally followed by one square 

vertically, or two squares vertically followed by one square 

horizontally). Rather than use a chess board, I have used a 

10x10 grid so that there are 100 squares: 

 

 

Find the Numbers 

 

Can you find two numbers composed only of ones which 

give the same result by addition and multiplication? 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to send in your answers to one or more of these puzzles I will give you a mention in next month’s 

Focus – Ed. 

3  2  1   4  

     9    

5 6   4  3   

  9   3 4 1  

 4      7  

 2 3 1   8   

  7  9   3 5 

   5      

 8   6  1  4 
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Keeping Busy 
A few ideas here for ways to keep yourself busy 

during these rather unusual times. Please take these 

in the spirit in which they are intended. I do 

appreciate that for many people several of these ideas 

will not be practicable. I would, however, like to hear 

ideas from others, which I could share in June’s 

Focus. 

 

Discover the Past 

Exeter Library is granting free access to Ancestry, 

which means that if you log in to your library 

account online you should be able to get free access 

to records which you could not normally see at home 

without a subscription. This is be a great opportunity 

to find out more about your house and those who 

have lived in it over the years. The Thorverton 

History Society set a project running on this last year 

for people to build up a record of their House 

Through Time. 

 

Read Some Books 

I have included some suggestions on page 21 (made 

by my sister, who has spent many years as a 

librarian), to which I would add Charles Dickens’ 

David Copperfield and PG Wodehouse’s The Code 

of the Woosters, both of which I have read over the 

past six weeks. This is an unprecedented speed of 

reading for me as I usually take about six months to 

get through a book, but the current restrictions 

coupled with some lovely weather do provide a 

perfect opportunity to catch up on reading books that 

I should have read decades ago. 

 

Make some wine 

I have just started some dandelion wine, which will 

be my first of this type for about fifteen years. CJJ 

Berry’s First Steps in Winemaking has wines to 

make each month, so if any of you want to know how 

to make dandelion wine, rhubarb wine, mead, nettle 

wine or elderflower wine, do let me know if you 

can’t find a recipe and I will provide you with one. I 

have made elderflower wine several times before 

(albeit to a different recipe from that in Mr Berry’s 

book) and can recommend it. 

 

Improve your bridge or chess 

Bridge and chess lend themselves very well to 

playing online. I use Bridgebase Online and 

Chess.com, both of which are free to use, but of 

course there are other options available. Bernard 

Magee has also been giving a series of bridge 

tutorials on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 

available on YouTube; these are not really for the 

complete beginner, but are great for those of us who 

know how to play the game but are looking to 

improve. 

 

Renew acquaintances 

This is the perfect time to speak to someone who you 

haven’t spoken to for some while. I was delighted to 

receive a phone call just before Christmas from 

someone I had worked for forty years ago, but 

probably hadn’t heard his voice for thirty-five years. 

It was lovely to hear from him. Making contact with 

people at this time can be great for bringing a smile 

to our faces. 

 

Take in nature 

The last few weeks have been great for those of us 

who are able to get out into the country and walk (or 

cycle). I appreciate that many of you have to stay at 

home, but even so you may be able to enjoy the 

sound of birdsong, and the sight of the flowers 

coming into bloom and the trees coming into leaf. 

The hedgerows are coming fully into life and there is 

just so much to look out for. Many people have 

commented on how much more noticeable the 

birdsong is this spring. I think that the whole of 

nature seems to be enjoying the lighter traffic and 

noise. 

 

Enjoy some music 

I have a substantial collection of CDs, many of which 

I haven’t listened to for a long while. This is a great 

opportunity to trawl through some of those CDs and 

rediscover them. For those of you able to access 

music digitally there are practically no bounds to this 

and it will also be an opportunity to discover some 

new artists. Why not send in some listening 

suggestions for the next Focus. 

 

Create in the kitchen 

It has not been quite so easy as usual to access the 

right ingredients, so a little creativity in the kitchen 

might be necessary. But I think that the challenge of 

thinking how best to use the ingredients that we do 

have can lead to some great culinary creations. 

Again, if you have any recipe suggestions, do share 

them with others in the next Focus. 

 

Grow vegetables 

If you have a garden, then now is a great time to get 

some vegetables going. It can be really satisfying to 

be able to eat home-grown produce, although from 

experience I have to say that you need to be able to 

take the rough with the smooth because success is 

never guaranteed. There is still at least one allotment 

for rent in Thorverton if you felt like taking on a plot. 

 

Neville Lane 
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Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 

per net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring photo taken by Mike Stannard 

 

 

 

The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Hoopcott Dog Walking 

 

Local reliable, honest, trustworthy, DBS 

checked, Insured and Canine first Aid 

trained Dog walker covering Stoke Canon, 

Rewe, Huxham, Thorverton, Upexe and 

Silverton. 

Offering Daily, weekly or one off dog walks. 

Puppy, Cat and small animal visits. House 

sitting, Pet sitting and pet taxi service. 

For further information 0754 651 4854  

Email hoopcottdog@btinternet.com or 

Facebook. 
 

mailto:hoopcottdog@btinternet.com


Focus on Thorverton  44         Vol 51 No 4 – May 2020 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Focus on Thorverton  45         Vol 51 No 4 – May 2020 

 

 

Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 
 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

Also now offering all aspects of tree surgery

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
     edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust            Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. 

     Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk   Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, 
     EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 
am for newspapers only. 

Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048. 
 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 

 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
    Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 

 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 

Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372 - 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

  Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450. 
Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 

 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 
Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 
 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

May 11
th
 and 26

th
 (Tues.)      May 4

th
 and 18

th
 

June 8
th
 and 22

nd
      June 1

st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

 

Mobile Library 
Thursdays every 4 weeks in the Quarry Car Park from 15.45 to 16.20. (Note later arrival time.) 

 

Service currently suspended. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in May 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

 

Bus Services 
I have removed the listing of bus services due to the paucity of reliable information at the moment. According to its 

website updates, Stagecoach is not currently running a 55B service (which would normally serve Thorverton), but 

is running a limited 55A service (which runs along the A396 past The Ruffwell Inn). However, some buses have 

been spotted serving Thorverton. 

 

If you do need to make a journey by bus, it is recommended that you check with Stagecoach on 01392 427711 or 

01803 664500 or visit their website: www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cattle in the River Exe at Brampford Speke 

http://roadworks.org/
http://www.stagecoachbus.com/
http://www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus
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Spring is in the air at Fair Oak 
At Fair Oak spring has really arrived.  Nest building is in full progress for the birds.  We have blue tits resident just 

above our kitchen window, fascinating to watch and a pair of woodpeckers that visit us regularly. The lambs have 

been a delight.  They are growing fast now and turning into teenagers judging by some of their voices - always 

calling for their mums for a drink of milk. 

 

Nick and Judy Bright 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


