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Editorial 
Another month under rather strange conditions, but 

Focus keeps going through it all. That is largely 

thanks to those of you who have contributed articles 

and poems, hopefully to give a bit of interest to what 

might otherwise be a rather thin magazine if it just 

relied on reporting of events. I hope that others will 

be inspired to provide something for the July edition. 

How about a quiz, details of a walk that you have 

enjoyed which others might try, or an article of your 

reminiscences? I would also love to be able to print 

some photos of Thorverton gardens (see page 33). 

 

It is the time of year when subscriptions to TCT Ltd 

become due. The Kershaws have been doing a 

fantastic job for TCT Ltd over the past couple of 

months in particular, ensuring that newspapers are 

supplied to villagers as well as stocking up on cards 

and expanding the range of magazines. They have 

been very well supported by those selling and 

delivering around the village. Now is our chance to 

help keep that going by subscribing to TCT Ltd. It is 

only £10 per person. There is a form on page 7, 

which you may use, although, as Heather suggests, 

some may find it easier to make an online payment. 

 

As we look ahead to further easing of restrictions and 

a slow return to “normality” it is understandable that 

many businesses are under great pressure. We carry a 

long list of local advertisers in Focus, so I hope that 

you will use these where you can to support local 

businesses. I should mention that some of those 

advertising may not be running a full service yet, but 

the best way to find out is to contact them. 

 

Meanwhile, Neville Matthews has been helping make 

Thorverton look good this spring. He has carried on 

the excellent work started by our previous handyman, 

Colin Marshall. But it doesn’t have to be all down to 

our handyman as many of us can also play a part in 

keeping the place looking good, by helping out at the 

Village Tidy-up Day, which this year is in the 

morning of Saturday 27
th
 June. We will have to be a 

bit more careful about what tasks we try to take on 

and how we allocate these, and obviously we will 

need to keep our distance, but we expect to be able to 

go ahead with this Tidy-up Day, so please be 

prepared to come along and help if you are able to. It 

may be as well to bring along your own garden tools 

as we should try to avoid sharing equipment.  

 

Finally, I would like to just acknowledge the great 

effort made by several people for the VE Day 75 

Years Commemoration. I have included a few photos 

on page 26 and on the back cover. Well done those 

who helped bring a smile to our faces in these 

difficult times. 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Below is a synopsis of the draft Minutes from the Parish Council 

meeting held on May 12
th

 2020.  The full meeting minutes can be 

found on the notice board in School Lane and on the Website.  The 

next meeting will take place on June 9
th
 2020. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com    www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Covid-19 pandemic: It was reported that £495 had been received 

from Devon County Council, as a result of a grant funding request, to be used for local emergencies linked to 

Covid-19. These funds, together with the £500 already set aside by the Parish Council, would be distributed, as and 

if required, in conjunction with requests from the local Covid-19 Support Group. If you are aware of any funding 

requirements in this regard please contact the Clerk, a Parish Councillor or a member of the local Covid-19 Support 

Group. 
 

Allotments: The allotments, as at 19
th
 May, remain open for the use of allotment holders. The latest Government 

guidelines on the use of such sites can be found attached to the field gate.  It was reported that the Parish Council 

had been invited by the current owners of the allotment field, being the Church Commissioners, to consider 

purchasing the field. This would mean that the land would be held in perpetuity for the parish and would ensure 

ongoing availability of allotments for those residents requesting them. As a Parish Council has a statutory duty to 

provide allotments, if requested, it was resolved to put forward an interest in purchasing the land, and to establish 

the purchase price. Once more information is known, and should the Parish Council then consider taking the 

purchase forward, the public would be consulted for their views on the matter.  There was no further news 

regarding the laying of surface water pipes along the boundary of the allotment field, in connection with proposed 

new housing development.  
 

Handyman: The following duties have been added to the Handyman’s list: strimming of the Barliabins area,  

cutting the grass no more than every three weeks, drawing up a list of tasks for the village tidy up day to include 

concreting of the beach area of the stream at Jubilee Green, re-pointing the crazy paving at Leigh Gardens, tidying 

up the ‘well’ area opposite the car park entrance and tidying up the small garden area between the shop and bridge 

at Jericho Street, continuing to fill potholes, spraying the village footpaths, repairing the stones/mortar on the road 

side of the stream at Jubilee Green and removing the debris from the car park. Several residents and Councillors 

had commented on how lovely the village was currently looking and thanks were passed on to the Handyman 

accordingly. If you know of any areas around the parish in need of Handyman attention please contact the Clerk, 

the Handyman or a Parish Councillor.   
 

Internal Audit: The Parish Council was pleased to learn that no actions were required as a result of the recent 

internal audit and that the documentation and processes checked were in good order. The Clerk was thanked for her 

on-going work in this connection. 
 

Planning:     
i) 20/00563/HOUSE erection of first floor extension to rear of 18 Silver Street, Thorverton. It was resolved to 

submit ‘no comment’ regarding this application. 

ii) 20/00553/FULL erection of an agricultural storage building with formation of access track land at rear of 9 

Silver Street, Thorverton. It was resolved to submit the comment ‘the Parish Council has concerns around the 

purpose and description of the building as the plans are for an ‘agricultural’ building not in an agricultural area’.  

iii) 20/00374/NMA Proposed non-material amendment for 19/01917/FULL to allow alterations to the timber 

weatherboarding, window positions and the addition of a brick plinth at land between 13 and 17 Silver Street, 

Thorverton. Granted - split decision. 

iv) 20/00244/PNCOU prior notification for the change of use of an agricultural building to 2 dwellings under Class 

Q at Lodge Farm, Brampford Speke. Approved. 

v) 20/00113/LBC listed building consent for erection of a single storey extension following removal of a 

conservatory at Wee Cottage, Bullen Street, Thorverton. Granted. 

vi) 20/00265/FULL erection of a conservatory at 33 Broadlands, Thorverton. Granted. 
 

Your Parish Council members: 

Neville Lane (Chairman), Bob Deed (Vice Chairman), Stuart Crang, Sam Fice, Andrew Foster, Rob Flatt, John 

Hodge, Graham Sims, David Waldron, Keely Wells.  Clerk - Alison Marshall. Handyman - Neville Matthews.  

. 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Parish Council Annual Report 
 

We had scheduled Thorverton’s Annual Parish 

Meeting in May, but that plan has of course been 

scuppered. At that meeting I, as Chairman of the 

Parish Council, would have been expected to have 

made a report on the Council’s activities over the 

past year. This report gives such an overview. I 

should explain that it is inevitably a personal 

reflection. 
 

The year started with the four-yearly election, which 

resulted in the Council comprising Stuart Crang, Bob 

Deed, Rob Flatt, Andrew Foster, John Hodge, Hilary 

Lawson, Graham Sims, David Waldron, Keeley 

Wells and myself. Hilary stood down half-way 

through the year due to work and home com-

mitments, with Sam Fice co-opted to fill her place. 
 

All activities carried out by the Parish Council should 

enact resolutions made by Council, so in order to 

draw up this report I decided to trawl through the last 

year’s minutes. However, while I could give a strictly 

chronological report, I soon realised that I should 

actually start with looking at the aims of the Council, 

as adopted in September 2019, and consider how we 

had acted to implement those aims. I will not repeat 

those aims in full here – they have been well 

publicised on the Council’s notice board and website 

and in Focus – but will use the four main headings of 

how the Parish Council aims to serve the local 

community. 

 

1. We care for the wellbeing of the community 

One of the key tasks of the Council is to set its 

budget for the year and hence the precept. We had a 

very thorough discussion at our January meeting, 

reviewing the budget line by line. Council took the 

view that it should draw on its reserves if necessary 

so that the overall precept figure was one which 

meant that households would actually end up paying 

just slightly less Council Tax to the Parish Council 

than in 2019/20. 
 

With the help of John Hodge, Council developed an 

Emergency Plan last year, although we did accept 

that it was in reality only really an advanced draft 

and heavily focused on the risk of flooding. 

Nevertheless, it does contain a potentially very useful 

section for all householders of a Home Emergency 

Plan. One thing that the current pandemic should 

have taught us is the need to expand plans such as 

this so that they can be brought into operation for a 

wider range of emergency situations.  
 

The Recreation Ground is a real asset for the 

community, and Council, acting as Trustees, is 

responsible for checking the equipment and ensuring 

that it is in good condition. I am grateful to Graham 

Sims for leading on this and for ensuring that repairs 

have been made as necessary. The floodlight at the 

Recreation Ground for the Devon Air Ambulance 

Night Landing Site was installed and there was an 

official opening event at the WI Hut on 31
st
 October 

which was well attended. David Waldron deserves 

some credit for driving this mini-project to an 

excellent conclusion. Parishioners will be aware that 

we have another asset - a defibrillator – which was 

sited on the wall of Parker’s Insurance Office in The 

Bury. Unfortunately, the business moved, and so the 

defibrillator had to be relocated to the wall of the 

Doctors’ Surgery. We are grateful to them for 

allowing it to be housed there and to Maggie Dunlop 

for co-ordinating regular checking and training. 

Council has recently agreed that we should seek to 

purchase a second defibrillator, to be housed on the 

WI Hut.  

 

2. Community activities are promoted 

A significant activity in 2019 was the Thorverton 

Community Archaeology Project. This took place in 

a field farmed by Nick Heard just to the west of the 

churchyard. It was a condition that the field should 

be surveyed for its archaeology before it could be 

considered as a suitable site for a new cemetery. The 

project had two principal planks: firstly, a 

geophysical survey in June, which included an Open 

Day and concluded with an Open Meeting at the 

Memorial Hall at which the project team presented 

the findings to more than 50 people; and secondly, an 

archaeological survey of the site in September which 

involved more than 300 people, culminating in an 

Open Day at which some of the artefacts were 

available and the project team was able to explain to 

people what had been found. Council also appointed 

an evaluator, Vanita Eden, to assess the project, and 

we should have that evaluation and the final report 

from AC Archaeology later this year. I am grateful to 

the Working Group for having organised the 

Archaeology Project. Council is now looking at the 

next steps towards using part of the area as a new 

cemetery.  
 

Council does set aside a small amount of money for 

grants. During the course of the year awards were 

made to Thorverton Kids Club to help get the club 

going; to Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 

towards housing for their new mower; to Mid Devon 

Mobility for their assistance to people in the area; to 

the Citizen’s Advice Bureau, given their assistance to 

some parishioners; and to Thorverton Parochial 

Church Council to help with their churchyard 

maintenance expenses. 
  

The mower used at the Recreation Ground to keep 

the grass under control is nearing the end of its life 

and Council has been exploring with the Football 

Club how it might replace the mower. This has yet to 
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be concluded satisfactorily, so remains on our “to do” 

list. Council has also sought to strengthen the 

relationship with the Cricket Club, but that is rather 

on hold for the moment due to the current restrictions 

on sporting activities. 
 

Another activity that has had to be postponed is the 

training and support which we wanted to see offered 

to parishioners wishing to be more IT proficient. This 

is something that Keeley Wells had set up through 

Devon Digital Lives, and was due to have been 

delivered in March. 

 

3. There is engagement with the community 

Council has an active website, maintained by our 

Clerk, Alison Marshall. This includes the Council’s 

policies, which in 2019 were adopted by Council for 

the four-year term of the Council, without routine 

annual review (although of course they can be 

updated or amended if required, with agreement at a 

Council meeting). There is also now a Facebook page 

for Thorverton Parish Council. We will use this to 

post messages and also to receive comments. We 

have continued - until March anyway - to have a 

presence at Saturday Markets so that parishioners can 

speak to a councillor. 
 

I am pleased to say that Council meetings have 

included some lively discussion over the past year. 

There hasn’t always been agreement on all points, 

but councillors have been able to put their views so 

that any resolutions made have been properly 

debated. We have tried to make our minutes 

comprehensive so that people can understand what 

was discussed and what was resolved. 
 

We held our first annual satisfaction survey in 

November 2019. We did not receive a large number 

of completed survey forms, so will be hoping to 

attract more in 2020. We really do need to 

understand how people perceive the Council if we 

are to make improvements. 
 

Council agreed a climate emergency plan in 

September, which included support for the 

Thorverton Climate Action Group, established by 

John Spivey. Council has invited help in developing 

three ideas: for an electric car charging point; for a 

local share shop; and for a communal compost bin. 

To date no parishioners have come forward to offer 

to help develop a plan for any of these, so if you feel 

that you could draw up a plan that could then be 

considered by Council, please don’t be shy. 

 

4. The parish is regarded as a lovely place to live. 

For the first half of last year we had Colin Marshall 

employed as our handyman keeping the village in 

good shape. Since October, when Colin decided that 

it was time to pass this on, Neville Matthews has 

taken on the role. And what a great job they have 

both done! Many people have commented on how 

great Thorverton is looking. We had been renting 

garage space for equipment at Bridge House, but 

have now taken garage space at Broadlands, where 

we keep the equipment for the handyman, including a 

trailer which the Council has purchased. Council also 

organised a Tidy-Up day last July at which people 

were able to help with tasks around the village. We 

have another Tidy-Up Day arranged for 27
th
 June, 

which might need a bit more careful organising this 

year given the restrictions. 
 

I am sure that most of you will be aware that Hulk 

Lane is now open as a bridleway. Council did seek 

some clarification from Devon County Council’s 

Highways department over the exact status of this 

and that resulted in two meetings with them. We are 

fortunate to have such a lovely pathway to use and 

Council will be seeking to ensure that it remains so. 

 

The wall in Dark Lane has been in need of repair for 

some while and it is a shame that we have not been 

able to complete the work yet. Given the condition, it 

was not practicable to repair the stonework and so we 

have pursued the option of railings, which should be 

put in place once coronavirus restrictions are eased. 
 

Council had been interested in purchasing the Sheep 

Dip, making it into a pleasant area to sit or play, 

using section 106 funds (money from planning 

applications). We had had a conditional offer 

accepted by the Church Commissioners. However, 

we felt that we should first have a contamination 

survey carried out given the chemicals which would 

have been used at the Sheep Dip, albeit some years 

ago now. That survey indicated high levels of arsenic 

and other chemicals, and so the Council concluded 

that it would be irresponsible to carry on with the 

purchase. The area should be avoided. 
 

More recently, Council agreed to support the local 

C19 Support Group of volunteers and made some 

money available should it be needed by this Group 

for any emergency. That has been added to by grant 

from Devon County Council’s Prompt Action Fund. 

 

I hope that some of you have found this whirlwind 

tour a helpful reminder. Do feel free to comment 

because if we don’t receive comments we are very 

much left to our own views and these may not always 

fully pick up the concerns of parishioners. All that 

remains is for me to thank all councillors for their 

input over the year, and our clerk, Alison Marshall, 

for managing so successfully to make sense of our 

ramblings and for carrying forward our actions. 

 

Neville Lane 

Chairman, Thorverton Parish Council 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

 

Chair’s AGM Report 

5 May 2020 
 

The Memorial Hall has 

seen a number of 

significant changes in 

the past year which have enhanced and extended its 

use as well as providing a safer and more secure 

environment to be enjoyed by all. We have been 

pleased to see a higher level of community response 

and involvement in all our regular events as well as 

an increase in community hirings for private events, 

weddings and local special events throughout the 

year.  
 

It has been pleasing to see the regular groups 

including the Arts Group, Mums and Toddlers, 

Pilates, Yoga, Dance and Primary School continue, 

and to see the addition of Fitness and Kids Club 

during the year. 
 

We have continued, throughout the year to organise 

and/or host a variety of events including a Quiz 

evening, Fun Day and Dog Show, three Bingo 

evenings, Halloween Party, Ceilidh and Christmas 

Tree Lighting together with several other events 

including two weddings, several private parties, 

Charity Skittles, National Trust event and a 

Dachshund tea party! 
 

The Saturday Market and Big Breakfast has 

continued to be a successful part of village life each 

month and continues to evolve effectively to meet 

differing demands of local families and stall holders. 
 

There was excellent attendance at the Thorfest Music 

Festival held at the beginning of September 

providing not only a variety of great music but the 

opportunity to make the festival an eco friendly ‘zero 

to landfill’ event. 
 

Our success in obtaining a grant form Viridor Credits 

in the Spring enabled us to purchase and install a new 

sound and projection system that has given us the 

opportunity to offer a number of new and useful 

facilities to all our users and was the catalyst for 

opening the TMH Cinema in September as a regular 

monthly event.  
 

Improvements to enhance the use and safety in the 

Hall in the past year have included installing new 

lighting on the footpaths to the entrance and around 

the Hall, fencing off the stream and installing gates to 

the end of the Hall, deep cleaning the Kitchen and 

Bar and installing a warming oven; replacing carpet 

in the Foyer and improving the toilet hand-washing 

facilities. 

 

Our current development focus is the ‘Terrace 

Project’ to create an accessible and safe outside space 

flowing from the Hall.  The application for monies to 

complete this are at the final stage and we will know 

the result of the hard work from the sub-committee 

Mike, Jan and Clare at the end of June. They deserve 

special thanks in completing the application during 

the onset of the current Coronavirus pandemic.  
 

Despite the recent changes that have meant we have 

had to close the Hall, we should not forget the 

positive changes we have all made over the past year. 

We have shown ourselves, as a team, to have a 

diverse range of strengths and abilities despite roles 

changing and sadly losing Roger Fieldhouse this 

year. 
 

As current Chair, I would like to thank all the 

Committee members and volunteers for their 

continuing hard work and time given to make the 

Memorial Hall such a central part of our village 

community. Without your considerable help and 

work the Hall would not be able to function. 
 

Since the unexpected closing of the Hall due to the 

Coronavirus pandemic, we have found ourselves in a 

very surreal situation. Quite how we move forward 

from this point remains to be seen but I am confident 

that we can look forward to the Hall and the 

community being able to return to some sort of 

normality over the coming weeks and months.  
 

Russ Clarke 

Village Tidy-up Day 
For the past few years we have held a Village Tidy-

up Day. This gives everyone the chance to help keep 

Thorverton looking beautiful. This year’s Tidy-up 

might present the organisers with some practical 

issues, nevertheless, these should not be 

insurmountable and so we intend to go ahead with 

the day on Saturday 27
th

 June. Meet at Leigh 

Gardens, while keeping your distance, at 10am.  

 
Supporting Thorverton 
Community through C19 
Volunteers of the Thorverton Covid 19 Support 

Group continue to provide assistance to people in 

their neighbourhood as and when required.  There is 

a great community spirit here and the large number 

of people who have volunteered to help others is 

evidence of that.  

 

We would love to hear back from some of you who 

have called upon your local volunteer. Please tell us 

about your experience so that we can share with 

others. 
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Silverton Link Up 
Charity Number 1048253 

 

COVID-19 

 

Our priority is to protect our volunteer drivers and 

patients, hence our position following latest 

government advice is, regrettably, to continue with 

the suspension of our hospital and surgery medical 

appointment car service until further notice.  

 

We will return the service as soon as it is safe to do 

so. 

 

If you require any further information, please  please 

contact Roger Higman (01392 860571) or 

roger.higman@icloud.co 

 
 

Silverton Link Up Plant Sale which was held on 

9
th

 May 2020 

 

The fund-raising day was very successful and the 

total raised with plants sold at Doreen’s door through 

the spring was an excellent total of £785. 

 

All money is towards the operating of LINK UP 

voluntary transport service that assists Wyndham 

House Surgery patients access medical appointments. 

 

A special thanks to Doreen, Len, and Peter Butler 

who donated sweet pea, runner bean and sunflower 

plants. 

 

Also thanks to everyone who has had plants from 

Doreen leaving money, including donations, in the 

honesty box, making Doreen’s hard work so 

worthwhile. Thank you! 

 

Roger Higman (Link Up Co-ordinator) 

01392 860571 

roger.higman@icloud.com 

 

 

Thorverton Parish Council  

 

reminds dog-walkers that dogs are not 

allowed in the Recreation Ground at 

any time. 

 

Many thanks for your co-operation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Some villagers may find this a good way to use an 

old T-shirt (with thanks to Eileen Mason for picking 

this up): 

 

 

mailto:roger.higman@icloud.co
mailto:roger.higman@icloud.com
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LATEST from 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust  
 

Newsagent/stationers 
 

SUPPORTING THORVERTON  POST OFFICE       
 

Thorverton Post Office and the TCT shop thank you 

for your considerable support during these difficult 

times. Our gratitude too to those unpaid volunteers 

who have faithfully delivered newspapers every day, 

meaning that fewer folk descend on the portakabin to 

collect pre-paid-for papers. This has meant that Post 

Office customers, and those wishing to buy posting 

and stationery items, can have priority in the shop 

itself, where of course we can only accommodate one 

customer at a time. This has helped to keep our staff 

and customers a bit safer. And very special thanks to 

our ever-faithful Post Office staff for all that they do. 
 

Sadly a few of our usual staff have had to 

shelter/isolate. We hope to welcome them back at a 

later date. Meanwhile Royston has certainly been 

busy on the magazine/comic ordering front and has 

been amusing Nextdoor and Facebook readers with 

his adverts! Being forced now to engage with our 

suppliers online rather than by phone, has actually 

turned out to be extremely beneficial. 
 

TCT Ltd houses and supports Thorverton Post Office 

and is reliant not just on sales of papers, magazines 

and all our other wares, but also on annual 

membership subscriptions from local residents. Some 

180 people have subscribed £10 per person per 

annum for many years now. It helps us to keep 

solvent. If you have never done this before please do 

it from this year. I bet that so many more people have 

used this facility and our other excellent village and 

local amenities recently and now realise how very 

fortunate we are. 
 

TCT Ltd’s financial year begins on June 1
st
 so annual 

membership subscriptions are due from that date. In 

the past we have asked you to complete a form and 

send either cash or a cheque (made payable to 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) to our Post 

Office or to me, the Membership Secretary, at 25 The 

Glebe. You are welcome to still do that and to use the 

form on this page, but it may be safer and more 

convenient for you to make the payment online. 
  

If you do this you need to pay:  

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd                         

The Co-operative Bank   

sort code  08 92 99   account number  65176665 
 

Make sure that your name appears first in the 

payment reference so that we understand who the 

payment is from.  

 

Heather Kershaw 

TCT Ltd Chair,  

Company Secretary and Membership Secretary  

Tel: 860419 

Post Office/TCT Shop:  860455 
 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust 

Ltd 

 

I/we …………….……………………………………. 

 

...................................................................................... 

 

Address + 

postcode…………………………………………….. 

 

……………………….................................................. 

 

………………………………………………………. 

 

e-mail……………………………………………… 
 

wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-

operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted 

subject to the provisions of its Memorandum and 

Articles of Association (see PO notice-board or 

contact the Secretary to view the full document). 
 

OR 

wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 
 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) 

for the year 6/2020– 5/2021 (cheques payable to 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 
 

TCT bank details are :                                                                                                                                             

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd    

The Co-operative Bank   

sort code  08 92 99   account number  65176665 
 

I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these 

contact details for the purposes of running TCT 

Ltd and Thorverton Post Office. I understand 

that these details will not be shared with third 

parties. 

 

Signature(s)………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………… 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to: 

                                                

Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary     

c/o  Thorverton Post Office,  

post/deliver to  TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, 

Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS 
or pay online 
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TCT   Shop       
Opening hours       

Mon - Fri    9.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 – 5.30 

Sat               8.00 – 12.00 

Sun              9.00 – 10.30 
 

Pre-paid-for papers will be delivered or available in 

the box  from 8.00 every weekday and on Saturdays,   

and from 9.00 on Sundays. 

 

THORVERTON  CHURCH : 
MUSIC           ♫       ♫ 
 

Church Choir and Church Band are not able to 

function at the moment but hope to be back in action 

again before too long. Watch this space!! And keep 

your ears open. 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_co

ntent&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39 
 

Choir Director and Accompanist  

Heather Kershaw  01392 860419  

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

Food for Thought 
A couple of facts that give a sense of proportion to 

our present crisis: 

1) In the so-called Spanish Flu of 100 years ago more 

than 250,000 (a quarter of a million) people died in 

this country alone. 

2) During WW2, Anne Frank and 7 other people hid 

in a 450 sq.ft. attic for 761 days (over 2 years), 

desperately trying to avoid capture by the Nazis. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A Spanish lady of 101 recently recovered from Coid-

19.  She had survived the Spanish flu of 1918 and 

beaten cancer! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Another 101 year old woman was applauded by 

medical staff lining the corridors of a Birmingham 

hospital recently.  This was to celebrate her departure 

after being treated for Corona-19 and making a 

successful recovery! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In 430 BC the plague of Athens wiped out a third of 

its population – some 100,000 people – including our 

Prime Minister’s hero, the statesman Pericles. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Queen’s address to the nation on 5
th
 April 2020: 

“We should take comfort that while we may have 

more still to endure, better days will return:  we will 

be with our friends again; we will be with our 

families again;  we will meet again.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
The Club is pleased to announce that since lockdown 

restrictions eased a little we have been able to reopen 

the courts for singles play only, following LTA 

guidelines. This has made many members very 

happy. Junior coaching is still on hold as social 

distancing would be very difficult. For all 

information about the club please see our website 

www.newtonstcyres.co.uk. 

In the meantime we hope readers are coping with this 

difficult period and staying safe. 

Sally Baldwin 

 

Friends of Wyndham House 

Surgery 
 

Volunteer Secretary/Trustee needed for 

Local Charity 
 

The Friends of Wyndham House Surgery is a 

registered grant-aiding charity for the benefit of the 

community within the catchment area of the 

Wyndham House Surgery.  

 

The Committee seeks anyone registered with the 

Surgery (over the age of 18) who would be interested 

in volunteering to be a Trustee and Secretary for the 

Friends to put themselves forward for nomination no 

later than 15
th
 July 2020.  

 

The Secretary organises the four Committee 

meetings and AGM, compiles and distributes (via 

email) the papers, and produces the minutes of those 

meetings. In addition, they look after the charity’s 

policies.  

 

No previous experience as a Trustee is required but 

enthusiasm and commitment are essential and, to 

complement the existing team, an interest in publicity 

and social media would be a great asset for our 

worthwhile charity. Applications are particularly 

welcomed from those with a minority background, 

with young or teenage families, and/or with a keen 

interest to help our local community to stay healthy.  

 

If you feel passionately about local activities to 

preserve health and well-being for the young to the 

elderly and would like to support your Surgery, 

please send your contact details for further 

information to: 

 

Sylvia Wakeham, Chair of FOWHS, email: 

sfwakeham@aol.com or by letter into Reception in 

the Surgery marked for her attention. 
 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39
http://www.netherexe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=391&catid=35&Itemid=39
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.newtonstcyres.co.uk/
mailto:sfwakeham@aol.com
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Church Services and News 
 

 
 

We have also decided to offer a Sunday service 

via Zoom (a video conferencing system) details 

below:  
 

11am Zoom Church Service 
(a repeat of the telephone service but the added 

bonus of being able to see people if you use your 

computer to log in) 
 

For the Zoom service you either need to click the 

link below on your computer (which will take 

you to the service) or ring the telephone number 

to connect to the audio. 
 

Time: June 7, 2020 11:00  
 

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05te

VpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 960 5149 8892 
 

Password: Church 
 

Telephone 

Dial by your location 

Tel: 0208 080 6591   

Meeting ID: 960 5149 8892  Password: 591980 

 

Parish Letter 
The best of times, the worst of times……. 

 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of 

times….” is the famous opening quote from Charles 

Dickens “Tale of Two Cities”. This phrase comes to 

my mind when I think about the current Covid19 

crisis that is affecting the whole world and changing 

our lives as we have known them.  
 

The best things we see are the selfless acts of front-

line workers in the NHS, carers and emergency 

services who are working tirelessly to care for Covid 

patients even losing their own lives after contracting 

the virus. The unceasing work of the police in 

maintaining the lockdown, postmen and delivery 

staff ensuring people continue to receive items 

ordered on-line. Teachers providing on-line lessons 

while continuing to supervise the children of key 

workers. Farmers and food supplier staff working 

extra hours to ensure we have food available via 

supermarket shelves. Scientists collaborating and 

working around the clock to try to find a vaccine or 

treatments. Nor should we forget the tremendous 

efforts by local people in ensuring the more 

vulnerable in our communities are protected, with 

volunteers delivering supplies when needed. 
 

The worst things we see are the fraudsters exploiting 

the situation to their own ends by offering non-

existent PPE at exorbitant prices. During the early 

“panic-buying” stages of the epidemic people taking 

food from Food Bank donation boxes in super-

markets. The increased calls to domestic abuse help-

lines due to the pressures of lockdown and, perhaps 

saddest of all, the death of loved ones when we have 

not been able to be with them to say goodbye at the 

end.  
 

I could not have dreamed this would be our life just 6 

short months ago, and initially it all felt like science 

fiction rather than science fact. But now, as we adjust 

to this new situation, and infection rates are starting 

to fall, I am beginning to reflect on other unexpected 

beneficial effects of the lockdown. These include 

lower noise and pollution levels benefiting us, and 

our wildlife, as birds, foxes and deer venture into 

new territories; the wild goats from the Great Orme 

in Llandudno walking along the promenade bring a 

smile to my face. Many people are reconnecting with 

family and old friends, something they had been 

meaning to do for a while and finally finding the time 

to achieve this.  
 

I will not speculate on what our lives may be like 6 

months from now, but let us hope and pray that 

things will be better for all of us and that we will not 

forget, or start taking for granted, all the good things 

that we have seen and the sacrifices made by some 

during this crisis.  

Margaret Lowe 

Netherexe Parishes Administrator  

 

Baptist Church 
 

As Confinement Continues... 
 

We are now entering our third month of confinement 

and the death toll in our own country alone is now 

around 35,000 - a tragic figure.  We are living in 

dangerous times.  Behind the official statistics are 

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
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heart-rending cases of individual suffering and loss, 

especially for those who have had to watch helplessly 

as their loved ones were taken into hospital with 

Covid -19 and tragically died there in isolation.  We 

have been deeply moved to hear the experiences of 

those who have been left behind in this way, without 

having had time to prepare and say goodbye to their 

nearest and dearest.  
 

As Christians, we need to find a special place in our 

hearts for those who find themselves completely 

alone in lockdown.  ‘No one to give me a hug,’ said a 

grieving widow on the Today Programme recently.  

This was a woman with a very real Christian faith, 

who recognised with gratitude the way family, 

friends and Church had rallied round to help.  Yet she 

still feels her present solitude deeply. 
 

One of the things that churchgoers were on the alert 

for during the government announcements relaxing 

some lockdown conditions was when churches would 

be open again.  Alas, this was not even mentioned 

specifically in the Prime Minister’s address to the 

nation, nor in the 50 page document which followed.  

All we had was a vague reference to the possible re-

opening of ‘public buildings’ and that not before 4th 

July at the earliest.   
 

However, if churches remain closed that does not 

mean that the gospel message is not going out.  On 

the contrary; figures show that 24% of UK adults 

have watched or listened to a religious service since 

the beginning of lockdown - and of these, 5% have 

never been to a service in a church!  It bears out what 

the Apostle Paul says in Philippians 1:12: ‘What has  

happened to me has really served to advance the 

gospel’; and: ‘The Word of God is not bound.’ (2 

Timothy 2:9).  In the providence of God, a pandemic 

can serve to further the cause of the gospel. 
 

In addition, a remarkable CBN project sent out the 

gospel message by various technological means to 

people all over the world confined to their homes.  In 

what is being called The Great Quarantine Revival, 

mainly over the Easter weekend, literally millions of 

people in some 117 different countries heard the 

gospel and some 117,000 came to faith in Christ. 
 

On a somewhat more modest scale, worship and 

evangelism have continued in our Parish too.  Rector 

Katie Cross and her team have organised a Sunday 

morning service by telephone and by Zoom, and the 

fortnightly bible study which used to take place at the 

Thorverton Arms now brings participants together by 

Zoom. 
 

In the midst of our ongoing trial and perplexity, the 

words of the great Baptist preacher Spurgeon (one of 

my heroes) are worth meditating: 

 

‘God is too good to be unkind and He is too wise to 

be mistaken.   And when we cannot trace His hand, 

we must trust His heart.’ 

Maurice Harrison 
 

Update on Parish Church Fabric 
Appeal 
Here is an update on the latest situation. The total 

sum raised or promised towards this appeal, at the 

time of writing in mid-May, stood at just over 

£8,000, including about £1,000 from individual 

parishioners and £6,000 in small grants. We are 

grateful to all who have contributed thus far.  
 

Although we are still some way off the £67,000 we 

need to raise, we are almost at the stage (just £1,000 

to go) when I could apply for matching funds for the 

first part of the project, the new vestry roof. I am 

hopeful that it won’t be too long before we can start 

the work. However, for reasons which will become 

obvious if you read on, I am not asking here for 

further contributions this month. 

Royston Kershaw 

Churchwarden 

 

Arts Festival & Church Finances 
 

It has felt very strange not to be running the Festival 

this year, and particularly odd to stand in the Church, 

empty and normally locked at present, when it should 

have been a bustling hive of activity. The Festival is 

a great community occasion when many people, in 

the village and neighbouring ones, come together to 

work for and in the Church, and when we welcome 

lots of artists and visitors from far and wide. 
 

As well as being a joyful and intrinsically worthwhile 

event, the Festival normally raises around £6,000 for 

the Parish Church. It is able to do this because local 

people contribute time, money and food, so that, as 

well as the commission on sales of art and craft, we 

make a considerable profit from the catering. The 

catering usually raises half the proceeds.  
 

The Church in Thorverton relies on this annual fund- 

raising activity to help meet its financial obligations. 

It costs well over £30,000 to run the church each 

year, about £18,000 of which we pay to the Diocese 

to help them pay for the cost of the clergy, their pay 

and housing. We have little in the way of reserves; 

we get no income from the wider Church; and our 

income apart from the Festival consists mainly of 

donations from church members. We will do what we 

can to reduce expenditure and increase donations, but 

unless we find ways of raising a substantial part of 

the lost £6,000, we are not likely to be able to pay the 

Diocese all that we need to. They in turn are in 
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danger of being in financial difficulty, because other 

churches, in common with many other charities, are 

unable to hold their usual fund-raising activities. 
 

Which brings me to the point of this article: if you 

would normally have supported the Church during 

the Arts Festival, and if you are not yourself in 

financial difficulty because of the pandemic, please 

will you consider making a donation to help us 

through this lean year? Jean Brown, the PCC 

Treasurer, will be pleased to hear from anyone who 

wishes to contribute. Cheques can be made payable 

to Thorverton PCC, or donations made directly to the 

Festival bank account (Thorverton PCC, sort code 

30-93-14, account no. 01469897). Please put your 

name as the payment reference so we know who to 

thank. 
 

Finally, although the church building is shut, the 

Church is still open. Services are continuing via 

telephone and online (details elsewhere in Focus or 

on the St Thomas of Canterbury Facebook page), and 

pastoral care is available to those who request it 

(contact details for all the parishes of the Mission 

Community are on the www.netherexe.org website or 

for Thorverton at the back of Focus). 
 

Royston Kershaw 

Churchwarden 

 

 

 

East Devon Arts Festival at 

 Thorverton Parish Church 
 

 

As you know, this year’s festival had to be cancelled which was very disappointing for 

everyone.  In the meantime we thought you might like to know what was happening here at 

the Festival between 2005 and 2011-ish…... 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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And in 1972, “The Summoning of Everyman” performance. 

 

 

 

It would be great if you’d share your memories with us and Focus readers. Do you have any photos or newspaper 

cuttings, programmes or just lovely recollections from past festivals and church weeks?  Do get in touch with us or 

the Focus team.  

Heather + Royston Kershaw   01392 860419   Jean Brown   01392 861176   

 eastdevonarts@aol.com 

mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com
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Using Wi-Fi network names to 
track COVID-19 

The name of your Wi-Fi network can be changed. 

What if we all changed our Wi-Fi network names to 

give an indication of our COVID-19 status? Scanning 

Wi-Fi names could then reveal a rough indication of 

how the virus has spread and how testing is 

progressing. 
 

Wi-Fi network names could in be the following 

formats: 
 

COVID19_UNTESTED_NOSYMP_xxxxx 
 

COVID19_UNTESTED_SYMP_xxxxx 
 

COVID19_TEST_REQ_WAITING_xxxxx 
 

COVID19_TESTEDPOS_NOSYMP_xxxxx 
 

COVID19_TESTEDPOS_SYMP_xxxxx 
 

COVID19_TESTEDPOS_RECOVD_xxxxx 
 

COVID19_TESTEDNEG_NOSYMP_xxxxx 
 

COVID19_TESTEDNEG_SYMP_xxxxx 
 

The "_xxxxx" at the end of each name would need to 

be a unique identifier in the local area of the Wi-Fi so 

networks could be distinguished. The maximum 

length described in the Wi-Fi standards for a Wi-Fi 

network name is 32 characters, so all of the above are 

valid names, although some Wi-Fi routers only allow 

shorter network names. 
 

The names I've suggested can indicate where there 

are people who have symptoms but haven't been 

tested; people who have requested a test but are still 

waiting to be tested; where there are people who have 

tested positive but have no symptoms; and also 

where there are people who have tested positive and 

have recovered. These could all be very useful things 

to know for our health services tackling the 

pandemic. 
 

How could these Wi-Fi names be detected? Well, 

there is already a project that has been mapping Wi-

Fi network names since 2001 - it's called WiGLE - 

see https://wigle.net/ - with thousands of contributors 

globally uploading to the WiGLE database every 

day. The FAQ page for WiGLE says "one of the best 

uses for this project is to promote education, 

research, and awareness". Data can be downloaded 

from WiGLE for analysis. Your Wi-Fi network name 

is already being broadcast to any device that comes 

within range, so why not make that name useful. This 

could assist health services in any country in 

monitoring the spread of COVID-19 and targeting 

testing for the virus. 

Rob Purvis 

 

Why don’t we make an 
appointment to see you? 
 

Along with everyone else, GPs have had to make a 

lot of changes as to how we work in the last two 

months. Many of the new methods of consulting and 

corresponding with patients have been around for a 

while.  However, everyone has started to use them 

more quickly than previously anticipated. 

 

The Covid crisis has meant we need to ensure the 

waiting room is kept as empty as possible and this 

has been achieved by using a telephone triage 

system. Lots of patients are feeding back that this 

works very well for them. The option has actually 

always been there but our appointment system meant 

it was never difficult to see someone in person and 

this was generally what patients chose to do.  

 

Telephone consultations are certainly more 

convenient but they can take just as long. The 

process can be improved by supplementing them 

with other digital options. There is excellent 

guidance to physiotherapy advice for sore shoulder, 

hips, knees and backs via our website. You will also 

find links there to advice about treatment of minor 

illnesses and guidance for parents with sick children.  

 

Rather than using Google, we would suggest patients 

use a combination of eConsultation and/or 

Patient.co.uk to get medical information – again both 

available via our website. 

 

I have written before about the excellent digital links 

we have with some hospital departments. We have 

been part of a Teledermatology service at the RD&E 

for over 10 years; regularly taking pictures of rashes 

and skin lesions that we needed advice about and 

receiving this back within a couple of days. This 

process is now working in an identical way between 

patient and GP. Almost all of the pictures that 

patients are sending us lead to a diagnosis and 

treatment plan. Of course, if we are stumped then we 

can always forward the photo on.  

 

The power of a face to face interaction must not be 

forgotten and we think that in the long run both GPs 

and patients are going to prefer video over telephone 

consultations. Given time both of us will become 

more familiar and adept with the process. It is still 

the case that nothing trumps seeing a patient, we are 

just discovering that it does not have to be in a 

consulting room. 

 

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 

 

 

https://wigle.net/
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Poetry 
 

 

Coronavirus Acrostic 

 

C  ollapsing lives 

O  peration time 

R isky 

O  pportunity to stay indoors 

N o parties 

A fter this, a big party! 

V ery bad virus 

 I  gnoring this is rude 

R escue time 

U nited world 

S  ighing for release. 

Dash Cossey (aged 8) 
 

 

 

Daffodils 
 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

Two metres from the madding crowd 

When all at once my name was called 

To enter Waitrose hallowed hall. 

 

This was the pensioners’ special hour. 

My wife said: “Buy a bag of flour”. 

But I forgot, when through the door, 

What I had gone to Waitrose for. 

 

The Waitrose staff are very kind. 

I told them it had slipped my mind. 

They asked what else I had forgot 

They clearly thought I’d lost the plot. 

 

I phoned my wife again to ask. 

She reminded me of this special task: 

“I need some flour to bake a cake 

With all that cream you made me take.” 

 

“Ah yes, of course” I had to lie. 

I dared not ask what flower to buy. 

But then I saw them next the tills 

A bunch of golden daffodils! 
 

Seen on the Internet, 

with apologies to William Wordsworth, Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grandfather clock 
 

Tick! Tock! 

Hey, you’re ticking my time away 

with your ticking tock. 

 

A stately demeanour, 

looking down your painted hands. 

Is that a smirk on your face? 

 

Ah, you know I can’t have those seconds back. 

You’ve swallowed them whole  

and won’t give them up. 

 

I’ll have to use new ones. 

They’ve gone! 

You’ve ticked them up already! 

 

Are you sure you’re not changing speed? 

Not getting faster, 

or slowing up? 

 

Go on, look me in the eye. 

There, you can’t. 

Well, I’ve had enough. 

I’m not letting you run my life down. 

 

I’ll stop your little game. 

I’ll take out your pendulum 

and get my life back. 

 

That’ll halt your 

tick tocking, 

tocking tick! 

Lorraine Colebrook 
 

 

Spring Morning Walk 

 

Along footpath lined with billowing cow parsley to 

Dark Lane.  

 

Swallow on wires near the Old Sheep Dip site.  

Up towards Thatchers Cross gateway where cows 

stand silently in morning sunshine.  

 

Lime green hazel against the blue sky.  

Hear the calls of whitethroat and blackcap, summer 

visitors.  

Red campion out in hedgerow along side purple 

vetch, white stitchwort and yellow archangel. 

Cleavers have climbed to hedgerow tops.  

Oak tree in bright green foliage, ash darker. (“Oak 

before the Ash, we shall have a splash”) 

 

On towards Ford Meadow Farm, more swallows 

here.  
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Lambs have left the nursery grass in front of the 

house and now lie in the shade of trees.  

Pig snores beside an old straw bale.  

Hear the murmur of the stream nearby.  

 

Uphill towards Bidwell Cross, under sycamore tree 

arch full of long green flower clusters.  

Under the massive oak, wildlife home to many.  

The scent of wild garlic fills the air.  

 

Take a breather! Admire the view across the valley. 

Fields, some new green, some brown ploughed. 

Hedgerows thickening.  

 

Turn right uphill, honeysuckle fronds waving, 

waiting for their flowers.  

Navelwort flowers spike upwards.  

Pause to “pop” the stitchwort seed capsules!  

Buttercups out on sunny side and blue speedwell. 

Larks singing at the top of the hill, swifts glide 

overhead.  

 

Take in views of Dartmoor and Sidmouth Gap. 

Thorverton snug in Devon valley shelter.  

Exeter airport silent and still.  

 

Downhill, towards the village.  

Red admiral butterfly settles on nettles and cabbage 

white on herb robert flowers.  

Spy two partridge hiding in field planted tyre tracks. 

New spiky growth of brambles, promise of later 

fruits.  

 

Around corner, greeted by wren trilling. Past ponies 

in buttercup field.  

Smell of toast from open doorway.  

Hear drumming of woodpecker in woods near 

Millennium Green.  

Past cottages of Jericho Street to the Green where the 

malus tree is in towering white blossom.  

Over the bridge where Dorothy’s stone planters lie 

empty.  

 

Scent of honeysuckle by Berry Dairy, across 

Dinneford Street cobbles to church gate.  

Through pathway edged with dandelion puffballs and 

daisies.  

Uphill to swing gate, across Dark Lane to footpath 

and home for breakfast. 

 

Inspired by “The Wood” by John Lewis-Stempel and 

my granddaughter, Iris, who entered the 500 words 

competition.  

Elspeth Holmes 

 

 

 

 

Wibbly Wobbly Wendy 

 

Wibbly Wobbly Wendy went down to Widecombe 

Fair, 

She was so excited to be out in the lovely fresh air 

(after lock-down). 

Wibbly Wobbly Wendy was certainly looking her 

best, 

But the Farmer beside her was clearly not – in his 

wellington boots and his vest! 

  

Wibbly Wobbly Wendy headed for the show field, 

She had eyes on the prize, there was no disguise, she 

wanted to hold the class yield. 

Wibbly Wobbly Wendy only had the one dream, 

She walked round the ring, started to sing and even 

licked an ice cream! 

 

Wibbly Wobbly Wendy saw the judge getting near, 

She managed a bow, licked at his brow and planted a 

kiss on his ear! 

Wibbly Wobbly Wendy was getting quite anxious by 

now, 

There was Daisy and Maisy and Beatrice and May 

but she was the very best cow. 

So she gave a loud moo, started to chew, looked at 

the others, compared all udders, 

Then saw the judge coming by.  

She looked hard in his eye and he gave out a sigh and 

planted first prize on her thigh! 

 

Wibbly Wobbly Wendy, the others could not now 

deny, 

The cost of her milk, her cheese and her cream, 

would rocket and go up sky high! 

Wibbly Wobbly Wendy was the happiest cow in the 

land, 

She soon fell asleep in a massive big heap and 

dreamt of the bull, Ferdinand! 

 

Alison Marshall, a bit bored, May 2020 

 

The Good Old Days? 
 

The recent celebration of the 75th anniversary of VE 

Day has set me reminiscing.  Of course, because of 

the present situation, it was not possible to mark this 

event in the nation’s history with all the ceremony it 

deserved.  Nevertheless, some attempt was made in 

the village.  For instance, bunting fluttered in Bullens 

Close and residents celebrated the occasion while 

respecting the regulation social distancing. 

 

Of course, the end of the war in Europe on 8th May 

1945 was the occasion for national rejoicing, and 

street parties were held up and down the country.  I 
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attended one myself, although I don’t remember 

much about it as I was only two at the time.  

Nevertheless, I have proof that I was there in the 

shape of an old black and white photograph of me in 

my mother’s arms taken during the celebrations. 

 

It was to be many months yet before my father was 

demobbed and able to join us.  My earliest memory is 

that of his return.  At the bottom of his kitbag I 

unearthed his present for me - a bar of Cadbury’s 

chocolate, a wonderful treat in those days when the 

nation had been for so long deprived of such 

luxuries.  Like so many of his generation, he never 

talked about those war years. 
 

In those immediate post-war years, the Royal British 

Legion social club meant a lot to ex-service people 

and their families. We used to go there regularly on a 

Saturday evening.  I loved it.  I could enjoy a packet 

of crisps (two if I was lucky) and a bottle of Tizer or 

Vimto while watching the old men (or so they 

seemed at the time) singing sentimental songs such 

as ‘I’ll take you home again, Kathleen.’  It didn’t get 

any better than that. 
 

VE Day took place in a world which seems very far 

away now.  For example, it was a very ordered 

society - at least it was in my close knit Black 

Country community.  Most adults felt perfectly free 

to administer a ‘good clip round the ear ’ole’  to any 

misbehaving child they might come across, secure in 

the knowledge that their initiative would be approved 

by both the law and the young offender’s parents. 
 

The law!  I had a friend whose dad was a policeman 

and I cannot convey to you the respect, fear and awe 

I felt on going to this friend’s house and actually 

meeting up with the great man.  That respect was 

fairly standard in those days, as was a regard for law 

and order in general. 
 

I have another memory from those days involving a 

policeman.  I must have been five or six when I 

climbed up on top of an ambulance station a few 

hundred yards from my home.  To my horror, I 

caught a glimpse of a policeman down below.  I 

naturally gave him the slip and rushed home.  About 

half an hour later I unsuspectingly opened the door to 

a very large man in a blue uniform.  He had made his 

enquiries and neighbours had shopped me.  I was not 

allowed out for a week.  Can you imagine a 

policeman in 2020 (you’d have to find one first) 

taking the trouble to chase up a very minor hooligan 

in that way? 
 

In May 1945 there was not yet a National Health 

Service.  A lot of people died relatively young in 

those days compared with today’s extended lifespan.  

Seventy, which none of my uncles attained, was 

considered a ripe old age - the biblical three score 

years and ten.   
 

Visiting the doctor involved quite an expedition.  

There were no appointments because there were no 

telephones to make them.  You had to go along and 

take your turn in a surgery full of sniffling, coughing 

fellow-sufferers and be prepared for a long wait. 

There was no receptionist to sort everybody out into 

some semblance of order and so it was important to 

remember who was already there in the waiting room 

when you arrived and who came later.  Dis-

agreements about this sometimes led to arguments.  

When you went in to see the doctor he (women 

doctors were extremely rare in those days) would 

consult your medical records, consisting of dog-eared 

yellowish-brown cards in small battered boxes, 

before proceeding to examination, diagnosis and 

prescription of some foul-tasting medicine.  There 

was very little dialogue.  Doctors were treated like 

gods in those days and you did not question the 

omniscient. 
 

I went through the usual range of childhood 

illnesses.  Whooping cough I remember as being 

particularly unpleasant.  I thought it would never 

stop.  Later there were measles, mumps, chicken pox 

(‘the foul pest’) though not of course all at the same 

time.  There were some particularly serious diseases 

around in those post-war years: scarlet fever, rickets, 

tuberculosis, polio and so on.  Whenever you visited 

a clinic, vivid posters warned you of the dangers of 

these and the precautions to take in order to avoid 

them.  The presence in society of children wearing 

corrective callipers was a grim reminder of the fact 

that the danger of polio in particular was real.  We 

children were all tanked up against infection and ill 

health by daily doses of orange juice, cod liver oil 

and free school milk. 
 

I must bring these reminiscences that VE Day sparks 

off in me to a close.  However, they are not finished.  

So, until next time…. 

 

Maurice Harrison  
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Fermenting  
(It’s not just for hippies) 

 

As the weeks draw out longer each month and the 

spare room closet has been polished for the second 

time, I think learning a new skill is on a lot of 

people’s minds. I’m here to tell you about one. 
 

If you think of fermenting you might think of a 

dreadlocked man washing in the rhythms of the 

moon, but this is not the case. Fermented foods may 

feature in your diet more than you might imagine. 

Chocolate, coffee, yoghurt, bread, wine, beer, Lea 

and Perrins, Thai takeaways, Sauerkraut and many 

more are fermented or contain fermented ingredients. 

The type of fermented food I would like to share with 

you today is Lactic acid fermentation (sauerkraut is 

part of this group). 

 

The science bit (Feel free to skip to the next 

paragraph if you’re not interested) 
I’m a chef by trade so if I say anything technically 

incorrect feel free to keep it to yourself. This type of 

fermentation turns sugar into lactic acid using lactic 

acid bacteria (LAB). For this to happen there has to 

be no oxygen present. For the lactic acid bacteria to 

take hold of your ferment you want it to be between 

2-6% salt. So, if the food is submerged and a bit salty 

you have a good chance of pulling this off. 
 

Lactic acid fermentation can work with a wide range 

of fruit and veg. What we are going to make today is 

fermented radish which uses this method. But if the 

vegetables are shredded up you can also just sprinkle 

the salt onto the vegetables and weigh them down.  
 

Here is my recipe for fermented radish. It can be used 

in place of capers or gherkins in your favourite 

recipes or sliced and used in sandwiches preferably 

with a nice fatty bit of meat. You can also use the 

radish juice in dressings to replace vinegar. 

 

 

Fermented radish recipe 

 

Ingredients 

Radish (greens off and in good condition) 

Salt 

Ziplock bag 

Kilner jar or similar 

 

Half fill your jar with the radish. 

Place your jar with radish on some scales and zero 

the scales. 

Just cover the radishes with cold water. 

Now you have the weight of the water, work out 4% 

of the weight of the water – for example, if you had 

1000g of water you need 40g salt. 

Weigh out the salt and mix with the water in another 

container with a spoon until the salt is dissolved. 

Pour this back over the radish. 

Add a bit of cold water to the ziplock bag and weigh 

the radishes down with the ziplock bag. 

Make sure that no radishes are touching the air 

otherwise it will go mouldy. 

Take the rubber seal off the kilner jar and shut. 

Leave for 5-9 days at room temperature 

Taste after 5 days. It should taste slightly sour with a 

brassica punch to it. 

Once you are happy keep in the fridge until needed.  

 

If the world of fermenting interests you I recommend 

the NOMA fermenting book from which I have 

shamelessly adapted this recipe. 

 

Will Bissill  

 

New Bridge in the Millennium 
Green 
 

This was constructed by a few of the Trustees during 

lockdown. The wood was donated by Sally Hayes 

after the big oak fell on the old Nissan hut. 

Fortunately the planks were long enough for us to 

maintain 3m spacing during the construction. This 

now enables walkers to cross the bridges in a 

clockwise direction so that you don't meet anyone 

on the narrow paths. This is a good idea during this 

Covid-19 crisis. Many thanks to Sally and the 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust. 

 

 
 

John Spivey, Chairman TMGT 
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A Year on our Farm – May 
We sold the remainder of our wheat - about 60 tons - 

to Crediton Milling; 32 tons of oats, and 12 tons of 

barley went to private buyers.  Now we can start to 

clean the grain stores ready for the 2020 harvest. The 

price of grain has gone up considerably. The last 7 

cattle went straight to the abattoir, the price of beef 

has dropped, due to the restaurant trade having 

ceased buying, causing a surplus of beef. 
 

From last month ..... the ewe with mineral deficiency 

made a full recovery, the ewe with mastitis died, and 

I had in total 7 ewes come in with black udder, 5 

survived, but its a ghastly illness and the udder rots 

off, so we will have to be vigilant to keep the flies off 

them.  Hopefully, through the summer they will put 

some flesh on and will be sold as barren sheep in the 

autumn.  They are company for their lambs although 

not feeding them. 
 

We have been troubled with Orf in the lambs this 

year (it causes scabs on the lambs’ mouths).  This is 

very contagious and cross infects to the ewes udder, 

letting bacteria get in, hence the black udder. We 

haven’t had it for years. Viewers of Countryfile will 

see that Adam Henson is plagued with it as well this 

year. We will have to vaccinate this autumn. By the 

beginning of May we turned the last stragglers out of 

the sheep shed and I weaned the orphan lambs I was 

feeding. Everything now is out on grass! Reg has 

now taken the dung out of all the sheds.  It is stored 

in a great heap in a field ready to be spread on the 

fields after harvest. The dry weather has meant the 

mess on the roads has been minimal. We are also up 

to date with all the spraying and top dressing of 

fertilizer on all the arable crops. 
 

My eggs have sold so well this year (more people 

walking, I suppose). I have already hatched some 

chicks, and have a couple of hens still sitting. 

 

 

 

We have purchased a new fertilizer spinner; it had 

been out on “demo” so wasn’t brand new, and we 

part exchanged our 10 year old one. This machine is 

used a lot as we not only spread fertilizer with it but 

we sow all the corn with it - we don’t use a seed drill.  

It’s nice to see things slowly getting back to normal.  

We have been so fortunate here, not just us on the 

farm but “here” in mid-Devon. The lock-down in the 

Ratcliffe household will be remembered as the time 

of dubious hairstyles! Reg decided to stop shaving 

throughout the duration - an interesting experience 

for us and him!  
 

Tina Ayre 

 

The Joy of Mountains 
Hypsometry (look it up) tells us that mountains 

occupy 24% of the land area or about 5% of the total 

surface of the Earth. Virtually no-one lives more than 

5,000 metres above sea level, so when climbing very 

high mountains you are among a small number of 

humans entirely above everyone else on Earth. It may 

be this exclusivity which attracts us to the mountains. 

However, not many of us go to these really high 

mountains, but even the smaller mountains of the UK 

attract a lot of visitors. Monro-baggers go to the 282 

Scottish mountains over 3,000 feet and there are 9 

peaks at over 4,000 feet. We have Raddon Top and 

Cadbury Castle ... not forgetting High Willhayes 

on Dartmoor. 
 

But never mind the physical attributes of the 

mountains. What is the joy of climbing or walking on 

them?  The fresh air, the wide open vistas, the feeling 

of freedom, of being away from the crowds, in the 

wilderness, with the wind, sunshine and rain.  Winter 

skiing among the high Alps in bright sunshine with 

blue skies and the wind in your face. Exhilaration ... 

physical activity in getting to the top and the 

relaxation after returning to the bottom; not 

forgetting the beer in the pub after a day out in the 

fresh air. 
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However, some mountains are victims of their own 

fame. Everest has a very short climbing season 

between the winter storms and the monsoon, and in 

2019 when more than 800 reached the summit, there 

was dangerous overcrowding on the upper slopes and 

11 climbers died.  There are plenty of other 

mountains, and I would suggest that more pleasure 

can be gained on them than joining the throngs on 

Everest. Note that because of the equatorial bulge, 

the summit of Mount Chimborazo in the Andes is 

the point on the Earth that is furthest from the centre, 

and is 2168 m (7,113 ft) further from the Earth's 

centre than the summit of Everest.  And no crowds! 
 

Some say a hill becomes a mountain at 1,000 ft and 

Castle Hill, in view from my childhood home near 

Huddersfield, was converted from an 894 ft hill to a 

mountain by the construction of the 106 ft Victoria 

Tower in 1899.  I climbed my first real mountain 

(Cat Bells, near Derwentwater in the Lake District) in 

1950, and since then lots more. The Mountaineering 

Club at Aberystwyth University confirmed my love 

of mountains with trips to Arctic Norway, North 

Wales and the Lake District.  I'm still in contact with 

friends from those days, and we have met up in the 

last 20 years for a reunion at Mt Cook in New 

Zealand, several meets in N. Wales, and an attempt 

on the 4,000 ft  peaks of Scotland by 10 ex-students, 

now aged 70 plus. (We were blown off the summit 

ridge of Carn Toul by 100 mph winds, so, despite 2 

attempts, only managed 7 of them.) 
 

My first job after University was teaching in Kenya. I 

had relatively easy access to Mt Kenya, Mt Elgon 

and Kilimanjaru. Snow on the equator and superb 

wild views across East Africa. However, 

Kilimanjaru is short of 20,000 feet and below 6,000 

metres, so after I retired 5 of us flew via Delhi to Leh 

in Ladakh, NW India. Stok Kangri is a 6 km high 

peak which can be reached by relatively straight-

forward walking from the Indus River, up the 

Markha Valley, across a glacier and scrambling up 

the final rocky ridge. Looking from the summit we 

could see K2 to the North and the Himalaya range to 

the East. Superb! 

 

In 1955 on a camping trip to Assynt in NW Scotland, 

I met Tom Longstaff (then aged 80) who was living 

in a tiny white-painted cottage overlooking the 

Summer Isles.  He had been the medical officer on 

the 1922 British expedition to Mt Everest and had 

 
 

spent most of his life climbing mountains around the 

world.  He told us that he thought the mountains of 

NW Scotland were much superior to anywhere else 

in the world, and the view from his front door 

completely satisfied his love of mountains.  In fact 

my favourite mountains are Stac Pollaidh and 

Suilven, both in the view from his cottage. 

 

You can enjoy the mountains with very little effort ... 

it's called downhill skiing. Cable cars and ski-lifts 

whisk you up to 3 km or so above sea level, and then, 

by flexing a few muscles and directing your skiis 

towards the valley, you can enjoy the thrill of the 

mountain views at high speed.  Italy to Chamonix via 

Vallée Blanche is a wonderful day's skiing. 

Unfortunately, cable cars need customers and 

customers mean crowds. However, with care you can 

still find uncrowded areas where it's just you and the 

wildlife. 
 

Now to decide whether I'm more likely to find the 

Cadbury Dragon on Raddon Top or on Cadbury 

Castle.  Whichever one I climb, the dragon is sure to 

be on the other one! But it's an excellent view from 

either peak, with several layers of horizon (count 

them). Make sure you enjoy the mountains... 
 

John Spivey 
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Straight Track Ways 
Browsing in a second hand book shop in Crediton, I 

picked up a book ‘The Old Straight Track’ by Alfred 

Watkins, first published in 1925. 
 

Pre-history has been an interest of mine for many 

years, and this chance purchase has proved very 

interesting. Watkins’ premise is that pre-neolithic 

man found his way around the country over 

considerable distances on straight trackways that 

could be followed by clear waymarks. These 

trackways were used for trading salt, pottery and flint 

to parts of the country where no suitable material was 

available, to make hand axes, blades etc. It would 

have been difficult to maintain contact with other 

communities in a sparsely populated country that was 

densely covered by woodland or undrained 

marshland without a network of clearly defined 

trackways. 
 

Many of these trackways were later metalled by the 

Romans to carry wheeled vehicles (we have been led 

to believe that it was the Romans that gave us 

straight roads – not so). 
 

The waymarks on these straight trackways had to be 

easily seen and surprisingly a lot still remain today. 

Mounds, large boulders, a notch cut in a hillside, 

ponds, river fords, strategically planted trees, oak in 

lowlands (often where trackways crossed), scotch fir 

on hills or downland. It is well know that sites of 

Pagan worship had churches built on them (Bede the 

7
th
 century theologian and historian quotes a letter 

from the Pope to a senior bishop in Britain telling 

him ‘do not destroy these Pagan sites but annex them 

by building a church on the site’). It is interesting to 

note ancient yew trees pre-dating the Christian 

church are often found in churchyards. Ashbrittle 

near Taunton is a good example. The yew is believed 

to be 3,000 years old and is beside a bronze age 

mound. 
  

During the centuries that these trackways were in use 

people settled near these routes and villages and 

farms became established. Likewise, burial mounds 

and ceremonial sites connected with their religious 

and cultural needs. 
 

Watkins challenges us to open a large scale map and 

with a ruler search for these sites which will be in a 

straight line. So with map and ruler in hand I find 

that a straight line can be drawn from Raddon Top 

(Neolithic enclosure marked with a pine tree – is it 

scotch fir?), through the Thorverton Henge 

(excavated last August), then Thorverton Church, 

across the river Exe near the weir (which I believe 

was an early ford to cross the Exe) to Latchmoor 

Cross (was there a waymark here, now lost?) and on 

to Killerton (beside a prehistoric enclosure). 

 

Locally, we have very ancient oaks at road junctions 

- Starved Oak, Three Limbed Oak, Five Oaks Cross, 

Great Oak Cross (alleged to be 1,000 years old). 

These trees are not 5,000+ years old but have been 

replanted – why? There must be local knowledge as 

to when they were planted and who planted them and 

why the practice of planting trees at these strategic 

points has continued down the centuries. 
 

There is clearly lots of work to do, not only in 

Thorverton but also further afield. 
 

Ian Walton 

  

Consultation on Dog Control 
Powers 
 

Mid Devon District Council is seeking the views of 

residents on a proposed strengthening of existing dog 

control powers to reduce anti-social behaviour 

arising from dogs. A consultation on a Public Space 

Protection Order (PSPO) is being held between 12
th
 

May and 17
th
 July and pending the views of the 

public, could be in place for the next 3 years. 
 

A PSPO forms part of the Anti-Social Behaviour, 

Crime and Policing Act 2014 and builds on the 

current control powers, which are due to expire in 

October 2020.  It enables Local Authorities to impose 

restriction to tackle nuisance and problem dog 

behaviour. 
 

The proposed PSPO is expected to directly contribute 

to reducing anti-social and dangerous or aggressive 

dog incidents occurring in particular areas that are 

having, or are likely to have, a detrimental effect on 

the quality of life for those who live, work or play 

within the locality. 
 

The draft order is set out to achieve 4 main 

objectives, to: 

 prohibit dog fouling in all “open air” areas; 

 require dogs to be on leads in named:  

o cemeteries; 

o parks, or; 

o when requested by an Enforcement 

Officer or Police Constable; 

 exclude dogs from named play areas, and; 

 limit the number of dogs walked at a time by 

one person. 
 

It is also proposed that a breach of the order could 

result in either a Fixed Penalty Notice of £100 or 

prosecution.  
 

Deputy Leader and Cabinet member for the 

Environment, Councillor Luke Taylor, said: 

“I hope everyone takes the opportunity to put 

forward their views in relation to this consultation. 
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This order will allow our officers to deal more 

effectively with anti-social behaviour from dog 

owners, by making it easier to tackle dog fouling in 

public spaces. It will also look to have dogs on leads 

in all public spaces in Mid Devon, thus ensuring the 

safety of all users. It’s important to note that the 

purpose of the order is not to stop residents 

exercising their dogs in our open areas, but to ensure 

they can be used safely by all.” 

 

Plan views of each of the public spaces proposed for 

inclusion in the order, along with a copy of the draft 

PSPO are available to view as follows: 
 

 Draft Public Spaces Protection (Dog Control) 

Order 2020 

 Schedule A – Mapped Plan of District 

 Schedule B – Mapped Public Cemeteries 

 Schedule C – Mapped Parks & Open Spaces 

 Schedule D – Mapped Enclosed Children’s 

Play Areas 
 

An online survey has been setup for residents to have 

their say at 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PMYQZGF. 
 

If residents would prefer to receive an electronic or 

paper copy of the survey, they can email 

streetsceneservices@middevon.gov.uk to request 

one. Completed copies of the survey can either be 

returned via the same email address or posted to: 

Street Scene Services 
Phoenix House 

Phoenix Lane 

Tiverton 

EX16 6PP 

 

A Thing of Beauty 
 

As a youth he had worked the fields, harvesting the 

grapes and corn which his family had grown as far 

back as they could remember.  When his father died, 

he inherited the lands and the cottage, with its 

crumbling ochre walls and tiled roof.  Now, an old 

man, he sat in his wicker chair in the shade, looking 

out onto the soil where his sons and grandchildren 

worked in his place. 
 

The day was hot, and he struck at a fly that had 

settled on his stubbled yellow skin.  His weak blue 

eyes followed a train across the horizon that marked 

the limits of his land.  Long ago he had paused in the 

fields, watching in wonder the gleaming monster 

which had finally forced his father to submit. 

 

To him it had been a thing of beauty, that cut down 

the land he and his brothers had to work, a big cigar 

that moved with the force of a rocket.  The white 

puffs lingering briefly behind were his dreams. 

 

Fat from years of childbearing and eating pasta, his 

wife waddled by with a tub full of washing.  She 

hardly spoke to him now, perhaps grudging him his 

inactivity as master of the house.  Giovanni, his 

youngest, followed her and he caught the boy and 

lifted him firmly onto his knee.  

 

“One day you will follow the train lines,” he said to 

the uncomprehending lad.  “You will find adventure 

and riches.  You will be a powerful man;  all will 

respect you.  Your children will not work tired soil 

generation after generation.  No – they will work in 

clean white shirts in the city, and you, you will be an 

important man.  You will do what I and the others 

never did.” 

 

Soon, he mused, I shall have a short sleep.  He would 

forget the hard work on wide acres that had tied him 

all his life, and instead would dream of everything 

that might have been:  the excitement of fertile new 

land, of lost gold found, and of that big-bellied 

beauty sensed and sought after throughout his life 

without success. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

From the train a successful man from a distant and 

opulent city looked out onto the old one’s land, and 

marvelled.  He saw a strip of corn land, cut by a line 

of cypresses, the tender-bladed green shoots 

thickening into dense meadows;  then the hard 

sparseness of grapes and olives, their light loam 

plunging into corn furrows with pinpoint double 

eyes, sheaves thrown carelessly across one another in 

a carefree yet masterful design, all the sharp contrasts 

of angle and colour mellowed and merging in the 

warm evening light.  Water, ducks flashed by, then 

an ochre building with an old man asleep in a chair;  

the beauty and peace that had evaded him all his life. 

 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

Recipe  
Special Strawberries and Cream 
Something to look forward to:  delicious ‘uncooked 

strawberry compote’.  

 

Slice strawberries, or cut into quarters, sprinkle with 

a little fresh orange juice (1 tablespoon to 1lb [500g] 

fruit) and add caster sugar to taste. Mix thoroughly 

and leave for an hour or two by which time the 

strawberries will be resting a fragrant syrup. 
 

Serve mixed with double cream or vanilla ice cream, 

with shortbread on the side. 

 

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Crediton 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTIuMjEzOTY4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWRkZXZvbi5nb3YudWsvbWVkaWEvMzQ5MzY3L2RyYWZ0LXB1YmxpYy1zcGFjZXMtcHJvdGVjdGlvbi1vcmRlci1maW5hbC5wZGYifQ.3wFPU1gGAsCRolBoa025Er4hlTxqXE--tYsRsFaXDZU/br/78526580791-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTIuMjEzOTY4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWRkZXZvbi5nb3YudWsvbWVkaWEvMzQ5MzY3L2RyYWZ0LXB1YmxpYy1zcGFjZXMtcHJvdGVjdGlvbi1vcmRlci1maW5hbC5wZGYifQ.3wFPU1gGAsCRolBoa025Er4hlTxqXE--tYsRsFaXDZU/br/78526580791-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTIuMjEzOTY4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWRkZXZvbi5nb3YudWsvbWVkaWEvMzQ5MzY4L3NjaGVkdWxlLWEtcGxhbi0xX2xhbmRzY2FwZS5wZGYifQ.zjvcNhSqCN7PTKLwlZ6pYD3pUwxGdVeIJ5w7lVGUzuk/br/78526580791-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTIuMjEzOTY4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWRkZXZvbi5nb3YudWsvbWVkaWEvMzQ5MzY5L3NjaGVkdWxlLWItcGxhbnMtMi0xOV9sYW5kc2NhcGUucGRmIn0.bTOtRhxAauejPL61wj8wrXStTiFS1FmEl1B0YDKcaKQ/br/78526580791-l
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Nature Notes 
How have you got on with spotting things I 

mentioned in April and May Nature Notes? I spotted 

my first St Mark’s fly purely by accident on 20
th
 

April. I had been looking at a pair of snails on the 

trunk of one of our apple trees and decided to check 

if there was anything else of interest and the fly was 

crawling around the other side of the trunk, possibly 

newly hatched.  
 

My first May bugs (2) of the year had been attracted 

to my moth trap during the night of 24
th
 April.  

 

I still haven’t seen a grass snake but my sister had an 

interesting encounter on 23
rd

 April in her small 

woodland. The family dog was sniffing under a tree 

when he jumped back and out shot a grass snake at 

speed, travelling with its head raised in the air.  
 

Your challenge for May was to spot common blue 

butterfly, larva of brown hairstreak butterfly and 

larva of drinker moth and garden tiger moth. I have 

only achieved one of these challenges when I found 

one small brown hairstreak larva. You need to 

carefully check the underside of blackthorn leaves for 

this well camouflaged small green slug like larva.  
 

The star sighting in May goes to Ros Brimacombe 

who found a web or ‘tent’ of lackey moth larvae, 

well above eye level on a willow species in the 

Millennium Green. They were observed moving 

around between web and foliage. Here is a brilliant 

photo of the larvae taken by Ros in tricky breezy 

conditions. I estimate there are 50-60 larvae on this 

web. 

 

 
 

A to Z Purple Hairstreak Butterfly  

Favonius quercus 
This British butterfly is on the wing from June to 

September but is not often seen because it spends its 

adult life mainly in the canopy of oak and sometimes 

ash trees. I have only seen one alive so far in my 

lifetime and this was on a Tarts walk on 2
nd

 August 

2008. It was pitched on a leaf of an oak bough at eye 

level along a path below Castle Drogo. A few years 

ago my sister and I were on a walk through a 

meadow bordered by woodland at Newton St Cyres. 

A solitary wing came fluttering down to the ground 

and I was able to identify it as belonging to a purple 

hairstreak. I guess the poor thing had been predated 

probably by a bird. Last year I was informed of a 

possible sighting in July of a purple hairstreak 

butterfly in Courthayes Lane, leading off Jericho 

Street.  
 

The purple hairstreak is a small butterfly belonging 

to the lycaenidae family comprising of hairstreaks, 

coppers and blues. The hindwing of British 

hairstreaks has a small ‘tail’ and males and females 

are sexually dimorphic. The male purple hairstreak 

has an all over purple sheen on its upperwings and a 

grey underwing with a white streak. Females have 

brown upperwings with a small patch of purple and 

grey underwings. Eggs are laid on twigs and larvae 

are brown and both are difficult to find. 
 

Last Words 
You may be interested to know on 18

th
 June Royal 

Mail is issuing a set of stamps on the theme of 

Roman Britain. 
 

June and the beginning of summer, will it be 

monsoon or flaming? No more challenges for you as 

so much is going on in the world of wildlife but I 

would love to hear of your sightings. 
 

Jenny Garne  01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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The Garden in June 
Well, some years one gets away with it but this year 

we didn’t. The late May hard frost caught many 

tender plants. It’s always worth a shot if you are keen 

to make an early planting, but one takes the chance 

[My French Beans were hit Lorraine. You did warn 

me that we might get a May frost. Perhaps next time 

I’ll listen – Ed]. From now on anything can go out. 

The problem facing us poor beleaguered gardeners is 

the heat and dry soil conditions. All planting done 

now will need daily watering to help it through this 

initial stage of settling into the soil and being able to 

extract moisture. In fact, until there is sufficient 

rainfall daily checking will be needed. On a cloudy 

day, the new plantings will not lose moisture but on 

sunny days they will transpire through their leaves 

and you need to provide this moisture for them. Try 

to water early or later in the day and not over the 

leaves. However, if you notice a plant suffering from 

wilt give it plenty of water around the roots 

immediately. 
 

When planting out annual plants, make sure that the 

soil around them is loosened and that they are planted 

deep enough for the soil to cover the whole root 

system. This will help to keep the moisture in and 

protect the roots. Water the planting hole when you 

put the plant in place. When plants first go in, use 

some form of slug protection. I prefer organic slug 

pellets. If you forget to do this, it can be very 

annoying if the slugs get to your plants first! 
 

In the veggie garden, all the tender veg such as 

squash, courgettes, pumpkin, marrows, etc. can be 

planted out, as can runner beans and french beans 

and sweet corn. Again, watering is the important 

thing.  Pour water in the planting hole before putting 

the plant in, so that the tip of the root system has 

moisture. Keep watering for a couple of weeks if soil 

dries out. After that, they should do fine on their 

own. 
 

Check all new planting for slug damage.  It’s always 

a puzzle why some years are more pest free than 

others. This year seems better than last, although I 

did find some gooseberry sawfly this year but, on the 

other hand, the broad beans have no sign of black fly 

and the garlic is so far clear of rust. Win some and 

lose some! However, always be on the alert and keep 

checking. 
 

It is now time to prune back your early flowering 

shrubs when they have finished blooming. Shrubs 

such as Deutzia, Weigela, Philadelphus and Buddleia 

alternifolia. Cut back along the old flowering stem 

until you find a suitable new growth further down. 

This will then grow on through the summer and 

produce next year’s flowers. 
 

Group 1 Clematis such as the montanas can be 

pruned back if necessary after flowering. Only prune 

if they have outgrown their space.  

 

All stoned fruit trees should be pruned now if 

necessary. These are the plums, gages, apricots and 

damsons etc. It’s quite hard to prune back when there 

is fruit on the branches but don’t leave this job until 

after harvesting as the trees can get silver leaf. This is 

a nasty disease caused by pruning when the night 

time temperatures are cooling down. 
 

Anyway, Neville, there’s enough to do at the moment 

and, after that, may be time for another sit in your 

deck chair on the allotment! Hopefully, it will have 

rained before I write again, but not too much! 

 

                    Happy Gardening! 

                             

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

In 2016 the Tate Modern opened its Blavatnik 

Building extension on the top floor of which is a 

viewing platform which overlooks the Neo Bankside 

Development of luxury apartments opposite. The 

owners of four apartments claimed that the Tate 

Modern were committing a private nuisance in 

allowing their apartments to be overlooked. The 

matter came before the Court of Appeal earlier in the 

year and the Court published its judgment on 17
th
 

April. The claimants sought an injunction requiring 

the Tate Modern to prevent members of the public 

observing the claimant’s apartments from parts of the 

viewing gallery on the top floor of the extension. 
 

The Court explained that private nuisance was a 

violation of real property rights. It involved either an 

interference with the legal rights of an owner or a 

person with exclusive possession of the land, that 

was, the right to use and enjoy it. It could be caused 

by inaction or omission as well as some positive 

activity. The broad principle was reasonableness 

between neighbours. 
 

When considering the matter of private nuisance the 

court will take a number of factors into 

consideration: 
 

 The nature of the locality; 

 The duration and frequency of the 

defendant’s conduct; 

 The utility of the defendant’s conduct; 

 Abnormal sensitivity of the claimant; 

 Malice on the part of the defendant. 
 

The nature of the locality is not relevant where 

material physical damage has been suffered by the 
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claimant but is relevant where the claimant has 

suffered personal discomfort and inconvenience. 
 

Duration and frequency is really no more than a 

matter of common sense. We will all, at some point, 

have to endure some inconvenience to our use and 

enjoyment of land. It becomes unreasonable when it 

occurs frequently and over long periods of time. 
 

Utility of the defendant’s conduct is not generally an 

important consideration given that private nuisance is 

concerned with the impact of the defendant’s conduct 

on the claimant, not on the community as a whole. 
 

Any discomfort resulting from personal sensitivity to, 

for example, noise, which would not affect the 

ordinary citizen, will not be grounds for an action in 

private nuisance. 
 

Evidence of malice on the part of the defendant may 

well encourage the court to find that the defendant’s 

use of his land was unreasonable. The leading case is 

Christie –v- Davey [1893]. The plaintiff (claimant) 

was a music teacher who gave lessons at home. The 

defendant, her neighbour, found the noise irritating 

and chose to express his displeasure by knocking on 

the party wall, beating trays , whistling and shrieking. 

The plaintiff (claimant) was granted an injunction 

against her neighbour. North J held that “…what was 

done by the defendant was done only for the purpose 

of annoyance and, in my opinion, it was not a 

legitimate use of the defendant’s house”. 
 

When considering the matter of overlooking, the 

Court pointed out that the overwhelming weight of 

judicial authority, particularly in the English 

jurisdiction, was that mere overlooking was not 

capable of giving rise to a cause of action in private 

nuisance. This was not surprising, given that as large 

cities developed, overlooking was common place and 

indeed inevitable. Not only in cities, one only has to 

take a walk around our village to appreciate that 

being overlooked is a fact of life for many residents. 
 

The Court identified three issues which needed to be 

considered before deciding whether, as a matter of 

policy, to extend the law of private nuisance to 

include overlooking. First, it would be difficult to 

apply the objective test in nuisance for determining 

whether there had been a material interference with 

the amenity value of the land. Second, it was relevant 

to take into account other ways of protecting the land 

from overlooking, in particular planning laws and 

controls. Finally, what was really the issue in cases of 

overlooking in general and the present case in 

particular, was the invasion of privacy, rather than 

(as in the case of nuisance) damage to interests in 

property. 
 

The Court was of the view that privacy was an area 

in which the legislature rather than the courts was 

better suited to weigh up competing interests and in 

consequence it would be preferable to leave it to 

parliament to formulate any further laws thought to 

be necessary to deal with overlooking. 
 

Clive Hamblin
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VE Day Commemoration at the 
Jubilee Green 
On Friday May 8

th
 the Royal British Legion 

organized a short commemoration at the Jubilee 

green.  Because of the coronavirus the importance of 

social distancing was emphasized and respected by 

every one. 

 

At 10.59 James Meredith sounded the last post with 

the lowering of the two Standards by Paul Backhouse 

and Alex Fice and the raising of the Union flag by 

Lewis Jones.  A two minute silence was observed to 

pay tribute to the service and sacrifice of the entire 

Second World War generation.  After Reveille a 

short recorded speech by Winston Churchill from 

1945 was played, after which a recording of the War 

time song “We’ll meet again” sung by Vera Lynn, to 

which every one seemed to join in.  It finished with 

three cheers for our Wartime veterans, thanks to Sam 

Fice for the recordings and thank you to every one 

who made it such a special event. 

 

If you would like to join and support the Thorverton 

branch of the Royal British Legion (you do not have 

to have served in the Armed Forces) please contact 

any branch member or myself.  

Alex Fice 
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Funnies 
Out of the mouths of babes … at school 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Passengers on a recent flight were startled to hear the 

following announcement: “Good morning, this is 

your captain speaking.  Just to let you know, I’m 

working from home today …” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The Senility Prayer: “God grant me the senility to 

forget those people I never liked anyway, the good 

fortune to run into those I do like, and the eyesight to 

tell the difference. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Church Ladies with Typewriters 
 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to 

get rid of those things not worth keeping around the 

house. Bring your husbands. 

--------------------- 
 

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way 

again,' giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 

---------------------- 
 

Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.  

They need all the help they can get. 

----------------------- 
 

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the 

addition of several new members, and to the 

deterioration of some older ones. 

------------------------ 
 

For those of you who have children and don’t know 

it, we have a nursery downstairs. 

------------------------- 
 

Please place your donation in the envelope along 

with the deceased person you want remembered. 

-------------------------- 
 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super 

entertainment and gracious hostility. 

-------------------------- 
 

Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and 

medication to follow. 

---------------------------- 
 

Father Black, would appreciate it if the ladies of the 

Congregation would lend him their electric girdles 

for the pancake breakfast next Sunday. 

---------------------------- 
 

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday 

at 7 PM . Please use the back door. 
-------------------------- 

 

The third-formers will be presenting Shakespeare's 

Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PM . The 

congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 

--------------------------- 
 

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the church. 

Please use large double door at the side entrance. 

----------------------------- 
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Hello, Jura here. 
I have some very exciting news because I have 

another new doggy friend. He is a 12 week old very 

fluffy German Shepherd Dog, called Bodhi. He lives 

in Dawlish and I think that we will be good friends, 

eventually. Dawlish is one of my most favourite 

places in the world as my Grandma lives there and 

she gives me loads of treats! At the moment, I need 

to be a bit grumpy with Bodhi when he comes too 

close, too fast, but as I tried to explain to Mum, 

unsuccessfully, it’s the only way he will learn 

important ‘dog stuff’. Mum, not happy at my 

grumpiness with puppies, looked up the ‘confuser’ 

and read that I am only being normal! At least she 

can now stop telling me off when I have a moan at 

the youngsters. Here is a picture of ‘one ear up and 

one ear down’ Bodhi. He is so very cute!  

 
You will never believe what I am about to bark to 

you. The other day, when I was helping Mum in the 

office doing work, she suddenly woke me up by 

shouting ‘I don’t believe it’. She then shouted to Dad 

to ‘come and have a look at this, you won’t believe 

it’. They both stood over the ‘confuser’ and Dad said 

‘blimey, I don’t believe it’. What was going on! I 

tried to have a look but all I could see was a picture 

of me – nothing unbelievable about that. ‘He is called 

Spot Morgan and he writes a monthly bit in the 

parish magazine’ Mum said. ‘And he is the spitting 

image of Jura’ Dad said. Hang on, I thought, and 

took another look. The picture was not of me after 

all, it was another dog who looked just like me. He 

writes a monthly story in the parish magazine, just 

like me, and from what Mum was saying he does 

anything for a treat which is just like me too! Here is 

a picture of Spot Morgan so you can see what I 

mean. No, it’s not me! He lives in Buckland tout 

Saints in the South Hams, which sounds nearly as 

posh as Thorverton, and here is his latest story: 

 
Well, I was mucky and escaped from work for a 

while. Thought I’d earned a snack or two so off to 

see my friends Dylan and Nel at Buckland Court. I’ve 

been very pleased with the way I’ve trained their 

owners. Today I knocked on the door with my paw at 

Dylan’s house and his master came at first knock – 

with two treats! Then I was off to Nel’s house, her 

missus got some treats and we met at the back gate. 

They have been quick learners! Paw note: When I’m 

told to ‘go find master’ by Nel’s missus I walk away, 

look back with my very best sad eyes and that 

sometimes earns me an extra treat! Then it’s off 

down the lane to another place I’m welcome for more 

treats. Such a hard day at work!  

 

I hope that me and Spot Morgan can be paw pals. 

Mum says we might even be related - how exciting is 

that! I will update you next time but that’s all for now 

so woof woof, Jura 

 

Puzzles  
Firstly the answers to May’s puzzles. Congratulations 

to Graeme Culshaw and Sylv Gregory for having a 

go and submitting their answers.  

Here is the Su Doku solution: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 9 2 6 1 5 7 4 8 

1 7 4 8 3 9 5 6 2 

5 6 8 7 4 2 3 9 1 

7 5 9 2 8 3 4 1 6 

8 4 1 9 5 6 2 7 3 

6 2 3 1 7 4 8 5 9 

2 1 7 4 9 8 6 3 5 

4 3 6 5 2 1 9 8 7 

9 8 5 3 6 7 1 2 4 
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Here is the completed Knight’s Tour: 

 
 

For the Unemployed Professors question, Graeme 

gave the following rather good explanation: 

Hoph said that all 3 hands went up, so there must be 

at least 2 with white dots on their heads. If the third 

was a blue dot, then 2 (each seeing a white and a 

blue) would immediately shout out the answer, "I 

have  a white dot" (logic: if that professor also had a 

blue dot, all 3 hands would not go up, as the person 

with the white dot would see only blue; so that 

professor would realise he must have white dot). As 

everyone initially raised their hand I was the quickest 

to realise the third dot could not be blue and therefore 

all must be white. 

 

Another explanation – which Graeme did not suggest 

- could be that for the test to be a fair test, surely each 

of the professors would have to have the same 

coloured dot. Therefore, as Hoph saw two white dots, 

his was surely white as well! 

 

In Find the Numbers, the two numbers are 1.1 and 11 

because they equal 12.1 whether added together or 

multiplied together (close but no cigar on this one 

Sylv). 

 

That brings us on to this month’s puzzles: 

 

a) Sharing the lettuce 

 

I have planted rather a lot of lettuce this spring, all of 

which may be ready at the same time. If I have 169 

lettuce (I did say that I had rather over-planted 

although this may be a slight exaggeration!) and want 

to give them to three neighbours in proportion to the 

size of their families, how many will I give to each if 

neighbour A is to receive twice as many as neighbour 

B; and neighbour C is to receive two-thirds of the 

number as neighbour A? 

  

 

b) Su Doku 

 

Each horizontal and vertical line must contain each 

of the numbers from one to nine: 

 

 

c) Let’s try another Knight’s Tour 

 

Place the numbers from 1 to 100 in the grid below so 

that a knight could move from one number to the 

next higher number, making a knight’s move (either 

two squares horizontally followed by one square 

vertically, or two squares vertically followed by one 

square horizontally).  

 

 
Do send me your answers! 
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A Week of Short Walks  
 

Some of you may recall that in 2015 and 2016 I gave a 
series of walks in and around Thorverton. (If you want 

to see those walks in detail please go to the 

thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com site.) Given the current 
coronavirus situation and with some of you looking for 

exercise without having to travel too far, I thought that 

it might be timely to reissue some of these walks. 
However, I am doing so here and in the next edition of 

Focus in very much condensed form – basically without 
the photos and with most of the description of 

interesting things to look out for omitted: so these are 

just the route descriptions. I have also added a couple 
of other walks that Jane and I have done over the past 

few months. I hope that you will enjoy them. I trust that 
all of you will not do the walks at the same time because 

we need to keep our distance! I should also recommend 

that you equip yourself with a map if tackling any of the 
routes which you have not tried before. 
 

1. Dunsaller, Yellowford and Hulk Lane 
 

Start outside the Thorverton Arms and go along School 

Lane, past the school and up a small incline out of the 

village.  Just over the brow, there is a footpath 

signposted to the right, over a stile. Take this path along 

the side of the field to the Upton Pyne road.  Turn left 

along the road for about 20 yards and then through the 

gate on the right across the field towards Fair Oak.  Pass 

through the next field gate and then follow the path 

going across the field to a gate; go through the gate and 

turn left along the track. After about 50 yards the path 

comes in front of Dunsaller, which you can glimpse 

through the trees.  Follow the left-fork path making 

towards and then past a very large oak tree. Continue 

along the path into a small wood, go through the small 

gate, emerging onto a track and then onto the road near 

Berrisbridge House. 
 

Turn left along the road to the sharp bend at Daynes, 

where you should take the track on the right.  Continue 

along this track towards Yellowford Farm until you 

reach the Brampford Speke road.  Turn right along the 

road for a few yards and then turn left along the road 

towards Crosses, with splendid views across the Exe 

Valley. From the top of the hill this becomes a track and 

eventually brings you down under the railway bridge 

and onto the main road between the old station and the 

cricket pitch. Turn left and go up the road back into the 

village.   
 

2. Millennium Green and the Rookery 
 

Start facing the Thorverton Arms.  Walk a few yards 

to the left of the Thorverton Arms and turn down 

Milford Lane. Walk along Milford Lane to the point 

where it turns sharp left, and proceed into the 

Millennium Green.  Keep to the path along the left-

hand side, which runs along beside the Memorial 

Hall green and car park to a wider cut area with the 

stream on your left. You can cross the stream at a 

newish bridge and (proceeding clockwise) make a 

short circular walk, crossing the next even newer 

footbridge back onto the Green.  
 

Go up the small slope round to the left, next to the 

steps.  After no more than 50 yards, take the steps 

down to the stream.  Follow the path along by the 

stream for another 50 yards and then take the path 

back up the slope to go through a gate and rejoin the 

main cut path.  Turn left and follow the path which 

swings right, with a well placed seat towards the top 

end. 
 

Carry along until you get to a small gate on your left 

from which a path goes up to the Rookery.  Take this 

path going diagonally across the field for a couple of 

hundred yards to the top of the hill and the end of the 

path.  Admire the views before turning round to 

come back down to the gate.  Go through the gate 

and turn left before continuing around the outside of 

the Millennium Green, eventually bringing you back 

to the entrance at the corner of Milford Lane.  Turn 

right to go down to the ford and bridge.  After the 

bridge turn left and return to the centre of the village. 
 

3. Perry and Lee Cross 
 

This would be a long walk from The Bury, so you 

may prefer (as I did) to drive out past Bidwell Cross 

along the Bidwell  road and park just past Pitt Farm, 

where the road makes a sharp right turn and a track 

carries on northwards. 
 

Walk along the track to the north for about 300 yards, 

taking in the spectacular views across the Exe Valley 

and towards Bickleigh, to a converted chapel, with a 

signpost just before it to “St Martins”.  There is a 

path off downhill to the right, but stay on the main 

track with the house on your right.  After about half a 

mile you will emerge onto the road.  Turn right, 

passing the deer farm on your left. 
  

Carry on along the road past Perry Farm and Lee 

Cross for about three-quarters of a mile until you 

reach a road junction.  Turn right to pass Traymill 

Farm.  Then commence the long uphill walk along 

the road for about a mile through Stone and Little 

Stone and back to your starting point.  The views at 

the top across Pitt Farm to the south are superb at any 

time of the year. 
 

4. Upton Pyne and Brampford Speke  
 

Start from Upton Pyne village hall, where there is a 

car park. Turn right away from the hall along the 

road and walk for about 30 yards to a footpath on the 

left at Glebelands Farm.  Pass through the farm, 

turning left over a stile at the far end of the farm and 

immediately right to run down the field edge.  Follow 

the path along the side a couple of fields to the 

bottom right hand corner of the second field.  Turn 
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sharp right on a footpath which doubles back the 

other side of the hedge and then turns left to run 

along the field edge, reaching a gate into the next 

field. Go through the gate and turn left to the road. 

Turn left along the road for 20 yards, then take the 

signed footpath on the right.  Keep to the left edge of 

the field and follow the path through a wood. 

Continue straight across the next field towards a 

bungalow with a flag (which some of us will 

recognise as Paws-A-While).  Turn left at the road 

for about 20 yards and then right along a footpath 

which at first goes along the field edge and then 

diagonally across the field to meet the road at the end 

of a row of houses.  Exit onto the road and go along 

the road into Brampford Speke. 
 

Turn left at the junction and pass the beautiful, 

thatched, Taylor’s Farm and Home Living before 

turning right down a lane and then right again to pass 

the Baptist Chapel and school. Now take the footpath 

on the right immediately after the school, through an 

arch and then along a partly wooded path eventually 

emerging through the churchyard onto a road.  Turn 

right here and go to the road junction.  Turn left 

along the road to pass Stooks Close and take the path 

on the right about 30 yards further on. This path is 

easy to follow back to Upton Pyne, where you will 

meet the road just by Robin’s Cottage.  Turn left and 

go about 400 yards back to the village hall.   
 

5. Shute, Pennicott and Shobrooke Mill 
 

Jane and I cycled to Shute, leaving our bikes just near 
to Key Cottage. 
 

Walk along the road northwards from Shute, until 

you come to Efford. Take the footpath on the left 

which goes uphill firstly through a wood and then 

beside an orchard, eventually reaching the road near 

Stumpy Cross. Turn right and after a very short 

distance left at Stumpy Cross down a small road 

which goes past Pennicott Farm. Where the road 

swings right take the path on the left to go downhill 

eventually meeting a path in woodland. Turn left 

along this path to Shobrooke Mill.  
 

Now take the road almost directly ahead of you, to go 

up Wyke Hill. You may wish to take the path on the 

right a little before the top of the hill, which brings 

you down to a road near Lower Living, or you may 

prefer to just carry on the road up Wyke Hill and 

down to Mill Ash Farm.  Either way, turn left along 

the road and carry on for about a mile. Just after the 

golf course there is a path marked to the left, just 

before a very large new chicken shed. Take this path 

uphill, with an orchard on the right as you climb. The 

path swings to the right and soon after there is a path 

signed to the left. Take this path to the road; turn 

right along the road and back to Shute. 
 

6. Raddon, Chapel Farm and Ashley 
 

Start outside the Thorverton Arms and head up 

Bullen Street, following the road round to the left. 

Turn right just before the Baptist Church to pass the 

WI Hut and Recreation Ground, going towards 

Raddon. Carry along the road for about ¾ mile to the 

T-Junction at Ratcliffe. Turn right here and carry on 

to Chapel Cross. Go left and immediately right at 

Chapel Cross, signposted to Eastern Down.   
 

Go uphill past Chapel Farm, along a sunken lane 

with much burrowed banks. Continue for about ¼ 

mile to Eastern Down and then carry on the track, 

which opens out with splendid views to the east far 

across Thorverton to the Sidmouth Gap.  Take your 

time along this beautiful tree-lined stretch. Just 

beyond the highest point along this track you will 

come to a choice of paths.  Don’t go left through the 

[locked] gate, but take the right-hand path, downhill 

through another gate after about 20 yards.  The path 

is marked “County Road”.  Follow the signs and 

cross the field and stream, going back uphill to bring 

you out onto the road near to Parliament Cottage.  

Turn right on the road and right again after 200 yards 

to go past Ashley Farm. Follow the road for about a 

mile into Thorverton, forking right where it joins the 

road from Fursdon.   
 

7. Nether Exe and Stoke Canon 
 

Jane and I cycled to Nether Exe to start this walk.  
 

Start from the western end of the road at Nether Exe, 

closest to the tiny church of St John the Baptist.  

Take the track to the left (south), signed Exe Valley 

Way.  Carry on along this track for about 400 yards, 

with views across the field on your right to the 

church.  Turn right at a junction of tracks and then, 

after 150 yards, follow the track round to the left.  

After about 300 yards you will reach another junction 

of tracks. Turn right on the footpath here, passing 

through a gate and walking alongside the River Exe.  

This is a lovely stretch of the river.  Follow the 

signed path all the way to the bridge at Brampford 

Speke. Don’t cross the bridge but instead stay on the 

eastern side of the River Exe, following the track 

along the disused railway line to Stoke Canon. At 

Stoke Canon, don’t cross the railway line but turn left 

along the road, passing Oakhay Barton and its newly 

converted buildings. 
   

Carry on for about a mile until the road makes a 

sharp right bend.  At this point instead turn left down 

a lane marked on the OS map as Green Lane.  Green 

Lane is a lovely route with several ash trees lining its 

route. After about 500 yards you will meet up with 

the track that you started on.  Turn right along this 

track back to your starting point.   
 

Neville Lane 
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The Night Sky 
 

The following chart is for 23.45 on 13
th
 June, but it won’t be so very different for the rest of the month, at least as 

far as amateur stargazers are concerned: 

 
 

There will be a solar eclipse on 21
st
 June...but only visible from Africa and Asia, sorry. 

 

However, it is possible that you may be able to see the “Daytime Arietid meteor shower” which has been active 

since 14 April and will be producing its peak rate of meteors around 10 June. The shower will not be visible before 

around 02:37 each night, when its radiant point rises above the eastern horizon. It will then remain active until 

around 04:15. The radiant point is highest in the sky after dawn – at around 11:00 BST – and so the shower is 

likely to produce its best displays shortly before dawn.  The radiant of the shower will appear at a peak altitude of 

just 12° above the horizon, and on the basis of this, it is estimated that we may see about 10 meteors per hour, even 

at the shower's peak.   

 

Meteor showers arise when the Earth passes through streams of debris left behind in the wake of comets and 

asteroids. Over time, the pieces of grit-like debris in these streams distribute themselves along the length of the 

parent object's orbit around the solar system. Shooting stars are seen whenever one of these pieces of debris 

collides with the Earth's atmosphere, typically burning up at an altitude of around 70 to 100 km. On certain days of 

the year the Earth's orbit passes through particularly dense streams, associated with comets or asteroids which have 

vented particularly large amounts of solid material to space, and this gives rise to an annual meteor shower. Such 

showers recur on an annual basis, whenever the Earth passes the particular point in its orbit where it crosses the 

particular stream of material. 
 

Another meteor shower, “the June Bootid meteor shower” will be active from 22 June to 2 July, producing its peak 

rate of meteors around 27 June. Over this period, there will be a chance of seeing June Bootid meteors whenever 

the shower's radiant point – in the constellation Bootes – is above the horizon, with the number of visible meteors 

increasing the higher the radiant point is in the sky. The radiant point is circumpolar, which means it is always 

above the horizon and the shower will be active throughout the night. 

Neville Lane 
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Thorverton Gardens 
 

With so many of us having spent so much time in the garden over the past couple of months, we must have some 

lovely gardens in Thorverton. But, sadly, at the moment anyway, we cannot yet share that joy with others.  I would 

like to print some photos of Thorverton gardens in July’s Focus, so please take some photos and send them in. We 

may not be able to print all of them in colour, but, of course, the online version of the magazine is in colour (go to 

thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com). 

  

    
 

 

Adverts 

 
We’ll Provide the Support you Need 

 

Our aim is to help you get the most out of your smartphone, tablet or laptop, please refer to our 
website (What We Do) to see the most common queries we deal with 

 

Fixed monthly subscription from £8 to £24 
 

Up to 5 x 20 minute one to one telephone calls a month (different packages available) 
 

All calls are pre booked and we call you 
 

No hidden costs 
 

You can cancel at any time 
 

see our website: www.ithelpclub.co.uk 
 

or contact us on: 
 

ithelpclub@outlook.com 
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ON-LINE   TUTORING 

 

Are you concerned that your child's 
progress may be held back by the 
school closures? 
 

If so, online tutoring - delivered by 
an experienced, DBS-cleared 
teacher who lives locally - may be 
the answer.  
 

I'm an English specialist with a 
good additional breadth and depth 
of knowledge across the curriculum 
for all ages.   

Jack Spicer 
Phone 07956022679 
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Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Hoopcott Dog Walking 

 

Local reliable, honest, trustworthy, DBS 

checked, Insured and Canine first Aid 

trained Dog walker covering Stoke Canon, 

Rewe, Huxham, Thorverton, Upexe and 

Silverton. 

Offering Daily, weekly or one off dog walks. 

Puppy, Cat and small animal visits. House 

sitting, Pet sitting and pet taxi service. 

For further information 0754 651 4854  

Email hoopcottdog@btinternet.com or 

Facebook. 
 

mailto:hoopcottdog@btinternet.com
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 
 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

Also now offering all aspects of tree surgery

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)                  Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector            Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
     Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                        Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)  Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:      New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
     edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763. 
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust            Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. 

     Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                   By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk   Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, 
     EX5 5NU.   861228. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 
am for newspapers only. 

Business Manager: Jan Hamilton  07764461575. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048. 
 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon     
Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 

 

South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust  Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
    Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 

 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 

Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372 - 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

  Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450. 
Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 

 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 
Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 
 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy       Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

June 8
th
 and 22

nd
      June 1

st
, 15

th
 and 29

th 

July 6
th
 and 20

th
      July 13

th
 & 27

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
Thursdays every 4 weeks in the Quarry Car Park from 15.45 to 16.20. (Note later arrival time.) 

 

Service currently suspended. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in June 
Wednesday 10

th
  HRH the Duke of Edinburgh’s birthday 

Saturday, 13
th
    Her Majesty the Queen’s Official Birthday 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

 

Bus Services 
I have removed the listing of bus services due to the paucity of reliable information at the moment. According to its 

website updates, Stagecoach is not currently running a 55B service (which would normally serve Thorverton), but 

is running a limited 55A service (which runs along the A396 past The Ruffwell Inn). However, some buses have 

been spotted serving Thorverton. 

 

If you do need to make a journey by bus, it is recommended that you check with Stagecoach on 01392 427711 or 

01803 664500 or visit their website: www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Photo by Mike Stannard  

 

http://roadworks.org/
http://www.stagecoachbus.com/
http://www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus


Focus on Thorverton  58   Vol 51 No5 – June 2020 

 

 

VE Day +75 Commemoration 
With thanks to Ann Parkinson, Jane Lane and Sylv 

Gregory for the photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


