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Editorial 
I hope that you were able to get hold of a copy of 

Focus in June because I see that we ran out rather 

early on in the month. I apologise for that. It is 

largely because I had reduced the number printed 

since March, given the rather limited movements that 

people had been able or willing to make, and also the 

shortage of people passing through the village. I have 

increased the number printed for July, so hope that 

you won’t need to share this time. Indeed, why not 

buy an extra one and send it to a friend? We have a 

real mix this month, which I hope you will find 

interesting and maybe they would too. 

 

Two other things to mention while talking about 

Focus: firstly, that we will be printing an August 

edition this year, for the first time for at least twenty-

five years I think, and quite possibly many more 

years than that; and secondly, that if we don’t find a 

new editor soon, the magazine may well come to an 

end at the end of the year. Please consider 

volunteering for this prestigious (ahem!) role. It is 

great fun. 

 

The latest easing of restrictions does give us hope 

that life will start returning to something approaching 

normal, although it is clear that for many months 

ahead it will be a rather different normal from what 

we have experienced. I wish businesses well as they 

strive to get up and running. Some have been able to 

keep going for most of the past few months, but 

others, particularly those in the hospitality and 

entertainment sectors have been badly hit and are still 

likely to struggle. I am sure that many of you who 

work have found it very different. I shall do my best 

to help local businesses, and hope that I will have the 

chance to put the two village pubs on that list to be 

helped! Please also try to use the businesses which 

advertise in Focus because they very much help to 

keep the magazine going. 

 

I have been enjoying my time on my allotment this 

spring and summer. It was, of course, just a bit too 

dry during April and May, which necessitated a lot of 

urgent watering, including carrying water up to the 

site, and then the first part of June was almost too 

wet, although that did revive the vegetables. With 

me, growing vegetables is always a bit of a lottery 

anyway, with some vegetables doing really well and 

others really badly, often with no obvious reason. 

This does bring a certain excitement I suppose. I am 

looking forward to harvesting in more settled 

conditions this summer and into the autumn.  

 

Enjoy the summer. 

   

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor (but not for much longer) 
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Letters 
 

From Christine Mills 
 

At 1.30pm on a Saturday late in May, I was out near 

Thorverton cricket pitch when I fell off my disability 

scooter.  Some very kind people came to help me – 

two ladies on bikes, Tracey from the surgery, and 

several others.  Once I was back on my scooter, one 

of the gentleman insisted on making sure that I got 

home safely by walking beside me all the way to 

Bullens Close, even though I think his home was in 

the opposite direction.  I would like to  say a very big 

thank you to all these kind people who went out of 

their way to help me, boosting my faith in human 

kindness.   

 

 
 

 

 

From Rhys and Claire Heaven-Roberts of 

Thorverton House 
 

Special Couple 
 

People can react to emergencies in different ways. 

Each takes their own personal decisions in dealing 

with whatever comes their way. Some special people 

react in a way that benefits others, and that is what 

our close friends John and Donna Hodge have done. 
 

Since the coronavirus pandemic began they have 

managed to produce over 300 masks, 25 headbands, 

made a dozen scrubs and cut out over one hundred 

scrubs, and donated all the equipment to the NHS 

and care homes. Just a very special couple doing 

their bit for the benefit of others. 
 

Knowing they wouldn't say anything, we decided to 

pay a tribute and say thanks on behalf of us all. 
 

Well done and keep up the great work. 

 

 

 

From Julia Culshaw 
 

Sale of plants for Hospiscare 
 

My grateful thanks to all those who made donations 

to Hospiscare for the plants which were outside our 

garden gate at the end of May. 

 

Thank you also to Katie Richardson who provided 

some of the plants. 

 

I was able to send a donation of £85 to Hospiscare. 

 

From Chris Burridge-Barney of Devon County 

Council 

Survey of bus users in Devon 

 

I am a Graduate Trainee Transport Planner at Devon 

County Council, and as part my degree I am 

producing a dissertation examining the impacts of 

Devon’s bus network, including removing barriers to 

employment, reducing congestion and pollution, and 

improving physical and mental health. 

  

I would be grateful for any bus users to complete a 

survey to collect data on why people use Devon’s bus 

network, what they would do if the buses were 

unavailable, and what impacts buses have on users 

(https://www.isurvey.soton.ac.uk/37229). Clearly, 

bus patronage levels are significantly reduced at 

present, but I would like respondents to focus on how 

they have used buses in ‘normal’ (i.e. pre-Covid) 

times, on the assumption that the recent changes in 

travel patterns are likely to be temporary in nature. 

  

I am also looking to conduct online interviews with 

bus users, to discuss some of the impacts in greater 

depth. If you would be interested in taking part in an 

interview, please send an email to my university 

email address (cgbb1e18@soton.ac.uk), or call me on 

01392 383131 so we can arrange a time and date.   

 

 
Photos by John Spivey 

https://www.isurvey.soton.ac.uk/37229
mailto:cgbb1e18@soton.ac.uk
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

The following report is based on the draft Minutes from the Parish 

Council meeting held on June 9
th
 2020.  The full meeting minutes 

can be found on the notice board in School Lane and on the Website.   

 

The next meeting will take place on July 14
th
 2020. 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com    

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 
 

Jubilee Green: The Parish Council was very pleased to accept the kind offer from the Thorverton Branch of the 

Royal British Legion to maintain the Jubilee Green during the summer months. The grass has been cut and the rose 

beds significantly tidied up already by members of the Legion. Council will be considering shortly what to do 

about the tree on the Green close to Bridge House which lost a limb in the winter and which is in very poor 

condition now. 
 

Village Tidy-Up Day: The annual Tidy-up Day had been scheduled for 27
th
 June, however, Council felt that given 

the current restrictions and also taking into account the generally good appearance of Thorverton, it should be 

postponed until September. 

 

Resignation of two parish councillors: We are sorry to report that Rob Flatt and Bob Deed have both resigned as 

parish councillors. This does mean that there will be two vacancies, which are being advertised. The first step in the 

process for filling parish councillor vacancies is to give parishioners the opportunity to call for an election (which, 

given the rules in force due to the coronavirus pandemic, could not be held before May 2021), but should fewer 

than ten parishioners request an election, we can move to inviting people to apply for possible co-option and such 

co-option could go ahead this summer. If we do move to this stage, a notice will be posted on the Council’s Notice 

Board and on the website, so please consider whether you might be interested in becoming a parish councillor.  

 

Allotments:  The allotments have remained open throughout the spring and summer for the use of allotment 

holders following the guidelines on the use of such sites which are on the allotment field gate.  All allotment plots 

are now taken, so we look forward to plenty of produce over the coming months. 

 

Handyman: Our handyman, Neville Matthews, has been busy keeping Thorverton looking good over the past few 

months. If you know of any areas around the parish in need of Handyman attention please contact the Clerk, the 

Handyman or a Parish Councillor.   
 

Planning applications:      
i) 20/00553/FULL (revised drawings and additional information) - erection of an agricultural storage building with  

   formation of access track land at rear of 9 Silver Street, Thorverton.  
 

ii) 20/00310/HOUSE (additional information) – removal of lean-to roof to courtyard outbuildings, erection of a  

    single storey rear extension, and alterations to fenestration. Bridge House, Thorverton. 
 

iii) 20/00465/FULL (revised drawings) – erection of two-storey extension, alterations to existing dwelling   

     following demolition of existing garage, creation of new access, erection of garage including store, sheep shelter  

     and attic space. Landscaping. Higher Mill, Thorverton. 

The Parish Council did not submit further comments on the revised plans for these applications. 

 

Business Cases: Councillors have agreed that where a significant project is being considered by Council, a 

working group of councillors will be asked to prepare a business case, using a template, so that Council is better 

placed to take an informed decision and it will be clearer to parishioners how the decision was reached. 
 
 

Your Parish Council members: 

Neville Lane (Chairman), Stuart Crang, Sam Fice, Andrew Foster, John Hodge, Graham Sims, David Waldron, 

Keely Wells.    Clerk - Alison Marshall. Handyman - Neville Matthews.  

 

. 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Thorverton Cooperative Trust  
Supporting Thorverton Post Office 

 

A huge thank-you to our valiant PO staff and to our 

regular ‘posties’, who continue to serve us so well.  

Also to all our TCT staff and volunteers. 

 

To date, 166 local residents have subscribed to TCT 

Ltd for this financial year (June 2020 – May 2021) 

although I’m sure that very many more than that have 

appreciated having a PO (AKA bank) and 

newsagent/stationers here in the village especially 

during lockdown.  There are c. 900 + residents in 

Thorverton by the way………….. 

 

Our PO cannot generate enough income to survive 

without the support of TCT Ltd and is helped to  

keep solvent by members’ £10 per person per annum 

subscriptions, so please do your bit ASAP using the 

form below. 

 

You can pay your subscription and/or donation in 

cash, by cheque or payment online. 

 

Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd                                                                                                   

The Cooperative Bank  sort code  08 92 99   

account number  65176665 

 

Make sure that your name appears first in the 

payment reference so that we understand who the 

payment is from.  

 

With thanks in anticipation. 

Heather Kershaw    01392 860419 TCT Ltd Chair, 

Company Secretary and Membership Secretary  

Post Office/TCT Shop    01392 860455 

 

TCT   SHOP        

Opening hours       

Mon - Fri    9.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 – 5.30 

Sat               8.00 – 12.00 

Sun              9.00 – 10.30 

Pre-paid-for papers will be delivered or available in 

the box  

from 8.00 every weekday and on Saturdays   

and from 9.00 on Sundays 
 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
 

I/we ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

(address + 

postcode)………………………………………………......................................................……………………………………...... 

 

........................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

(e-mail)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the provisions 

of its Memorandum and Articles of Association  

(see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 

 

OR 

wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 

 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2020– 5/2021 (cheques payable to Thorverton Co-operative 

Trust Ltd) 

TCT bank details are: Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd, The Cooperative Bank, sort code  08 92 99,  account number  

65176665 
 

I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these contact details for the purposes of running TCT Ltd and Thorverton Post 

Office. I understand that these details will not be shared with third parties. 

 

(signature(s))……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary    c/o  Thorverton Post Office,  

post/deliver to  TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS 

or pay online 
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Thorverton Royal British 

Legion 
 

This year because on the Coronavirus we are unable 

to hold our annual cream tea, but on Saturday the 8
th
 

August we will still organize our cream tea delivery 

service, delivered to your front door.  High levels of 

health and hygiene are always observed, hand 

sanitiser and gloves will be used during the 

production and delivery.  

 

Last year we delivered 191 teas which was absolutely 

brilliant.  Is it possible this year we can top last 

year’s figure and reach 200?? It certainly won’t be 

for the want of trying. The cost is £3.75 each.  

 

We would like to give a free cream tea to any one in 

our poppy appeal area who works for the NHS in 

recognition and appreciation of what you have done 

in the past few months dealing with the Coronavirus. 

 

All proceeds are in aid of the NHS “Help Us Help 

You” the “Poppy Appeal” and Thorverton RBL 

Branch/Community fund. Please support if you can. 

 

Contact Alex or Penny Fice: Tel: 861136.  

E-mail : srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Legion with the Parish Council’s permission are 

looking after the Jubilee Green during the summer 

months as a village community project, cutting the 

grass, looking after the flower beds and just keeping 

the whole area tidy.  
 

SILVERTON LINK UP - COVID-19 
 

Our priority is to protect our volunteer drivers 

and patients, hence our position following latest 

government advice is, regrettably, to continue 

with the suspension of our hospital and surgery 

medical appointment car service until further 

notice.   We will return the service as soon as it 

is safe to do so. 
 

If you require any further information, please 

contact Roger Higman (01392 860571) or 

roger.higman@icloud.co 

Supporting Thorverton 
Community through C19 
 

It was in early February that I first started to hear 

chatter about a new and deadly disease in China and 

began to monitor developments. At that point, 

Europe was largely unaffected and it wasn't until late 

February that reports started coming in about the rise 

of transmissions of a new and quite dangerous 

coronavirus in the UK.  
 

Darwin is often mistakenly attributed with the phrase 

‘survival of the fittest’ when in fact his work shows 

that adaptation, often to rapidly changing 

circumstances, is the key to survival. How would 

Thorverton adapt and mitigate a potentially deadly 

pandemic of global proportions? Given we did not 

know who might be struck with the disease, any 

system had to be fairly decentralised and not rely on 

any one individual who themselves may succumb. 

Communication was key, as was the reliance on 

villagers who knew each other so a street by street 

voluntary network was ideal.  
 

I established the Whatsapp group on March 13th. 

However, many of those in the village are not on 

social media. John Hodge had already started to 

gather a few names into a nascent voluntary network. 

In taking this over, Hilary worked up a large database 

of volunteers, Meemee helped establish the Facebook 

group and Neville was our interface with the Parish 

Council.  
 

In the early days, I was not sure how badly the 

village might be hit. I conducted contingency 

planning for mass food provision, distribution of 

hard-to-get over-the-counter drugs and even possible 

hospital / mortuary runs. The motto was ‘hope for the 

best, plan for the worst’. Neville and I had some 

tense conversations about this contingency planning, 

and possible venues to be used and ways to pull in 

local businesses to help in what may be dire straits. 

These conversations were not comfortable as we had 

no idea of the scale of what we might face. 

Meanwhile, Hilary’s coordination of the volunteer 

network and the village-wide distribution of contact 

points helped cast the net across the village to make 

sure those missed by social media all had a point of 

contact should they need assistance. By the end of 

March, the entire village and surrounding areas were 

covered by this voluntary net.  
 

We are still in uncertain times in relation to the 

disease, but there have been incredible advances. We 

now understand the disease much more, have drugs 

in place to help mitigate its worst effects and the 

capacity of the NHS to respond to possible outbreaks 

is now very well established.  

mailto:roger.higman@icloud.co
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I write this piece to give a small window into some of 

the behind the scenes planning but the real reason is 

to thank the village and in particular our volunteers. 

Whilst myself, Meemee, Hilary and Neville became 

the ‘C19 organisers’ the real work was done by our 

army of volunteers, of which we had an excess. 

Many had their own commitments, problems and 

worries but did not hesitate to step forward to help 

fellow villagers. Many things will be taken from the 

2020 pandemic, but those small acts of human 

kindness and neighbourly spirit, often repeated day 

after day, will be the true legacy and a testament to 

the village’s spirit. Thank you.  

Doug Stokes 

 

Church Services and News 
 

 
 

We have also decided to offer a Sunday service 

via Zoom (a video conferencing system) details 

below:  

11am Zoom Church Service 
(a repeat of the telephone service but the added 

bonus of being able to see people if you use your 

computer to log in) 
 

For the Zoom service you either need to click the 

link below on your computer (which will take 

you to the service) or ring the telephone number 

to connect to the audio. 
 

 

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05te

VpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 960 5149 8892 
 

Password: Church 
 

Telephone 

Dial by your location.  

Tel: 0208 080 6591   

Meeting ID: 960 5149 8892  Password: 591980 

Parish Letter 
 

Lessons in Rebuilding 
 

We learn at a very early age to rebuild. Perhaps it 

was that tower of wooden blocks you were so 

carefully constructing as a young child but which 

collapsed.  In a way that was part of the fun as, 

undeterred and undefeated, you started all over again. 

But did you rebuild exactly as before or, when it 

came to your next effort, introduce variations in the 

structure that might improve the design and make it 

more stable? For that is another thing most of us 

develop, the ability to learn from experience. There 

are exceptions. For those of you who know the 

Peanuts cartoons, the character Charlie Brown never 

does. Time and again Lucy places the ball for him to 

kick, but then removes it just as he is about to do so, 

and of course he always ends up flat on his back. He 

knows what she’s going to do, but he simply doesn’t 

learn.   
 

The symbol of the rainbow has been prominent 

during the last few months. It’s used to represent 

hope, the promise of a new start, with threats faced 

having receded for good. However, if one thinks of 

the story from which it is taken, Noah’s Ark, as told 

in the Book of Genesis in the Bible, then it strikes 

me, taken in the context of the whole story, as a 

somewhat questionable choice for what we are 

experiencing. The story tells of God, angry with his 

wayward people, sending a flood to sort them out. 

From this flood only a select few, Noah and his 

family, will be saved. There is the promise of a new 

beginning, symbolised at the end by the rainbow, but 

it is very much from scratch. I don’t imagine many 

people see the Covid-19 virus as being like the flood, 

a sort of divine retribution; though it may prove to be 

a consequence of the way we have done things rather 

than just an unfortunate event. Further, it is primarily 

the elderly and vulnerable who have suffered.  
 

It is not the story of Noah that has resonated with me 

at this time but that of the Jews returning from their 

long exile in Babylon, where a number of them were 

transported after the Babylonians conquered their 

country and destroyed the city of Jerusalem and its 

Temple; a building that was at the heart of the Jewish 

way of life, their identity as a people and their 

relationship with God. We’ve all been in a rather 

captive state since March and it’s sometimes felt like 

we’re in another world - even if only because the 

weather was untypically hot and sunny for weeks.  
 

The story of the return from exile is found in a part of 

the Bible with which I am not particularly familiar. 

It’s at the end of the Old Testament, in Books such as 

Ezra, Zechariah, Haggai and Nehemiah. Don’t worry 

if you’ve never heard of them let alone read them! 

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
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The early returnees from Babylon brought back with 

them treasures, sacred objects rescued from the 

Temple before it was destroyed and cherished by the 

Jews during their time away. They were charged with 

building a new Temple to house these treasures and a 

place where they might once again worship God. One 

can only imagine how they felt as they surveyed the 

ruins of the old one. They may well have felt daunted 

at the task that lay ahead of them.  But they returned 

not just with a strong sense of purpose but with a 

renewed faith. God had freed them from captivity 

and had restored them to their homeland. 
 

It was not a quick or straightforward process. Groups 

of exiles returned in stages over the next hundred 

years. It took 20 years to rebuild the Temple, so that 

it stood once more in all its glory as a sign of God’s 

promise of salvation. Rebuilding the city and its 

walls was the labour of many more years, during 

which time various difficulties were faced which held 

up the work for long periods. 
 

As we emerge from the initial effects of the Covid-19 

crisis, we don’t have to deal with ruined buildings 

and the physical destruction we experienced in the 

1940s. But we do face considerable economic 

damage; less visible maybe but no less felt in its 

implications. For all the signs of solidarity and 

community support seen in recent months, there will 

also be the consequences of the human separation 

that the virus is causing and which is likely to 

continue for a long time. The pain of this, the 

fearfulness and the shock of what has happened may 

affect us even more deeply. 
 

So, as we gradually return from what has struck me 

as rather like a sort of exile, will we be able to pick 

up the pieces, as we learnt early on in our lives to do, 

and rise to the challenge of rebuilding our world? As 

the Jews showed in the 6
th
 Century BC (and that’s 

not “Before Coronavirus”) a strong sense of purpose 

and faith helps. Equally, will we simply recreate a 

replica of the past, or learn from what has happened 

and discover that there is a better way, one that will 

not simply result in it all crashing down again? The 

New Testament offers us a blueprint for that.  Keep 

well.                 

Peter Colebrook 

 

Baptist Church 
 

‘Our long national hibernation is beginning to come 

to an end.’  Boris Johnson 
 

The Prime Minister has just announced in the House 

the most significant relaxation yet of the lockdown 

restrictions.  These include the element that 

churchgoers had been waiting for, that under certain 

conditions places of worship would be able to open 

their doors for services from 4th July onwards.  This 

is great news.  Our fellow believers in France are 

already authorised to hold services from Sunday 28th 

June and we rejoice that soon we shall be able to 

follow them. ‘May’ of course is not the same as 

‘will’ and for our Baptist community this will 

involve local consultation and guidance from our 

South West Baptist Association. 
 

The last time I personally took part physically in a 

church service was the evening of Sunday 15th 

March.  It was at Tiverton Baptist Church, and I was 

there as a member of Exeter Male Voice Praise 

Choir.  We took leave of each other, expecting rather 

naively to meet again a few days later for another 

engagement.  The very next day, the Prime Minister 

dealt us a double whammy in more or less confining 

the over-seventies to their homes and banning travel 

for that age group.  Since our choir is made up of 

geriatric gentlemen we did not fulfil our Wednesday 

engagement and have not met since.  Practices, 

further engagements, annual Festival, choir meal, 

business meeting - all cancelled.  A similar halt was 

called to church life.  On a personal level we were 

grieved at having to abandon our plans to travel to 

the Midlands that week for the funeral of one of my 

oldest and dearest friends. 
 

However, these tribulations have proved mild indeed 

compared to what so many of our fellow citizens 

were to be called upon to suffer during the course of 

the next few months.  We looked on in horror as all 

around us people fell ill, many losing their 

livelihoods and some their lives.  We followed 

harrowing stories of people in pain and distress, 

either on their own account or because of the loss of 

loved ones. It is hard to speak in any measured way 

of the suffering endured by so many in our society. 

We pay homage to that suffering, as we do to the 

heroism of those who put their own lives in jeopardy 

to tend to the needs of the sick, with fatal 

consequences to themselves in some cases. 
 

So now a phased return to a relatively normal 

existence seems to be in sight. Perhaps the time for 

reflection has come. 
 

I begin by registering my bafflement that among all 

the government recommendations of the last few 

months I have seen no mention of the obvious one: 

boost up your immune system so as to improve the 

chances of not falling ill. That means healthy eating, 

regular exercise and good doses of vitamins B3, C 

and D3 among others.  This dictum from a French 

physiologist merits pondering: ‘Illnesses hover 

constantly over us, their seed blown by the winds, but 

they do not set in the terrain unless the terrain is 

ready to receive them.’ 
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We have also seen the importance throughout these 

trying times of maintaining mental health.  Naturally 

enough, many of our fellow citizens have over the 

last few months fallen victim to depression, gloom 

and all manner of stress-related illnesses.  In fact, the 

authorities are bracing themselves to deal with a tidal 

wave of such illnesses once lockdown is lifted. Music 

is a powerful antidote to sad and negative feelings, as 

the Old Testament story of King Saul illustrates. 

When things got bad, the young David was 

summoned into the royal presence to play the harp 

and relief would come to the King, lifting his 

melancholy and making him feel better.  We today 

can summon a whole symphony orchestra to lift our 

spirits, and of course, we can make our own music - 

in the words of St Paul, ‘Speak to one another with 

psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing and make 

music in your hearts to the Lord, always giving 

thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.’  
 

Given the situation we have lived through over the 

last few months, it is good to get a sense of 

perspective.  The Coronavirus is not the Black Death. 

Covid-19 is nasty, unpleasant and potentially fatal 

but it has not killed half the population of Europe in a 

year as the ‘pestilence’ did in the fourteenth century. 

This is not, of course, to minimise the scale of the 

suffering that has come upon many of our fellow 

citizens, the heartbreak even, and our hearts go out to 

all those lives that have been affected by the present 

distress.  But it is a plea to relativise the situation.  
 

Perhaps over the years we have become afflicted 

with a sense of entitlement.  We had come to feel that 

we have a right to a comfortable existence, 

untroubled by pain, distress or even inconvenience. 

The pandemic has jolted us out of that sense of 

complacency and given us a reminder of what life 

was like for many generations preceding us, and is 

indeed for millions of fellow inhabitants of our planet 

today.  Has Coronavirus dealt a blow to the hubris 

which had perhaps affected the lives of so many of 

us?  
 

Back in April, in her address to the nation, Her 

Majesty said: ‘We should take comfort that while we 

may have still more days to endure, better days will 

return: we will be with our friends again; we will be 

with our families again; we will meet again.’  It looks 

as if the better days are indeed returning, and we 

rejoice that this is so.  
 

I conclude with the words of St John: ‘Dear friend, I 

pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may 

go well with you, even as your soul is getting along 

well.’ 

Maurice Harrison 
 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
Following the recent easing of lockdown restrictions 

we are pleased to have been able to resume doubles 

play, in line with LTA guidance, and also to restart 

junior coaching on Wednesday afternoons and 

evenings.  
 

For any information on the club please see our 

website www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk, or 

contact our membership secretary Laura Leigh on 

01647 24259. 

Sally Baldwin 

 
Women’s Institute 
 

WI Report for June 2020 

 

Although WI Ladies are not meeting as normal, the 

group is keeping in touch, keeping busy and all are 

coping well.  
 

Before lockdown the WI had been invited to join a 

challenge with many other people and knit pennants 

for bunting. The task set was to achieve the Guinness 

Book of Records for the longest length of bunting, to 

be displayed in the Craft Tent at the Devon County 

Show 2020. Due to the lockdown, some ladies were 

pleased to while away some time knitting, and 

Thorverton WI contributed a large bundle of 

pennants. Because the Show had to be cancelled, for 

judging, the bunting was displayed at Westpoint and 

when measured it stretched nine miles, consisting of 

almost 80,000 pennants – a definite record. Some of 

the bunting is being used by the Addington Fund (the  

Show’s Agricultural Charity), Exmouth town 

Council has asked for some, a length will be on view 

at the RD&E and more is available for other groups. 

The Devon County Show in 2021 will also display 

some. 
 

 
 

June 2020 also sees the 100
th
 year of WI. An 

enormous cream tea had been planned for Sunday, 

14
th
 June using facilities at Blundells School for the 

Devon Federation’s Celebration. This, of course, was 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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a no-go event. Instead, members of the WI were 

asked to get out their best china, make their own 

scones and celebrate in their own gardens. Hopefully 

lots of folk will have done so. 
 

 

You may have noticed the gate to the WI Hut has 

been beautifully refurbished and painted thanks to 

Georgina Richards. 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We are at present busy making face masks for the 

RD&E Hospital. The hospital would like to have a 

supply of masks available for visitors. 

Judy Bright 

 

History Society 

We managed two talks this year before COVID-19 

closed us down. The first was from member Mike 

Baldwin who gave a talk on the leats (and some of 

the mills) around the village. The second was from 

Dr John Salvatore on the Roman Bath House in 

Exeter. John is a professional archaeologist who 

worked on the dig at the time and on a number of 

more recent excavations around the city. We don’t 

know if we will be able to proceed with our autumn 

programme but at the moment we plan to run the 

talks that couldn’t take place this year next year. The 

committee will recommend at the next AGM that 

members who joined this year and paid their full 

membership for the year will automatically have their 

membership extended until the end of 2021 at no 

extra cost to them. 
 

As I have no talks to write up, I thought you might be 

interested in a bit of the history of the society. 
 

The society was founded in 1991 and then known as 

Thorverton Historical Society. Professor Joyce 

Youings was the President and the aims and 

objectives of the society were - to promote research 

into the history of the village and parish – to invite 

speakers to give talks on matters of local or general 

historical interest – to encourage members to research 

a project and record and present their findings to 

members. Annual membership was £4.00 and £1.50 

for visitors. In those early days membership stood at 

about 49 and an average of 30 attended each meeting 

during the year.  
 

Light refreshments were available after the meetings 

but this stopped about 5 years ago as no one was 

prepared to make the tea and coffee and then do the 

washing up afterwards. Most of us seem to prefer to 

go to the pub after a meeting now.  
 

The name of the society was changed in 1994 to 

reflect the fact that many of our members lived 

outside of our parish. In 1997 the society was asked 

to update John Uglow’s guide to the history of 

Thorverton Church, and during church week a 

display of local artefacts and photographs were 

displayed in the window of the old Post Office.  Old 

photographs of the village continued to be displayed 

here until recently.  Ill health forced Joyce to retire as 

President in 2000 and she was replaced by Athos 

Angus. Membership of the society was then 54 and 

attendance was good at the 8 talks given each year, 

and the outside visit which took place in June of each 

year.  It also appears the society had a web site.  
 

By 2006 the society had 60 members. Finances were 

good although the cost of speakers was rising and 

they were asking for travel costs to be met.  In 2007 

Athos passed away and at the 2008 AGM it was 

decided that the post of President would not be 

continued.  
 

Over the years the society has received photographs 

of old Thorverton. These have now been deposited 

with the Devon Records Office for safe keeping, 

rather than be stored in someone’s garage or 

outbuildings. We used some of the photographs a few 

years ago to produce a calendar to boost our finances. 

I think we sold our total print run of 150 copies and 

we could have sold many more. 
 

One of the aims of the society is to promote local 

research and Dr Graham Wills has been the lead for 
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“Your Thorverton House Through Time”. We have a 

small team involved but the idea is to get residents to 

research the history of their own house. So far, a 

couple of well attended meetings have been held at 

the Memorial Hall to show those interested in the 

project how they might proceed with their research. 

You do not have to be a member of the society to get 

involved in this. Graham also arranged for a few of 

us to visit the Devon Records Office at Sowton to 

look at the material available there. Our aim is to put 

together a book which can be used on a walk around 

the village with historical information on the 

buildings and infrastructure. I understand that 

Graham will be doing an article for Focus shortly but 

at the moment further meetings are not possible. 
 

We will keep you informed of any future meetings 

via Focus and social media and if you wish to attend 

any of our meetings the cost is £3.00 for non 

members or £10.00 for a year’s membership (starting 

from January). 

Robert Turner  

 

 

Thorverton C of E Primary 
School 
As the new decade started in January 2020, so too did 

the warnings of a pandemic on a scale not known for 

over 100 years, since Spanish flu killed more people 

than lost their lives in the First World War. Many 

commentators likened the coronavirus to the events 

of the early 1920s and the impact across the world 

has the potential to be every bit as devastating.  

 

During March 2020 it became clear that schools were 

going to be radically affected by the pandemic, and 

in the week before lockdown was announced, parents 

started to withdraw their children from school, 

fearful of the risk of them contracting COVID-19.  

 

For a brief period, schools were expected to remain 

open, but staff absences and growing anxiety 

amongst the school communities meant that the 

Prime Minister announced that all schools would 

close from Friday, 20
th
 March and that the country 

would be locked down from that date. Schools were 

asked to remain open for key workers’ children, 

vulnerable children and those with EHCPs, which 

help identify the specific needs of a few children.  

 

During the week before lockdown the federation 

leadership team had to put in place measures to keep 

children and adults safe in school, prepare parents for 

taking on the role of teaching assistants and manage 

keeping Newton St Cyres school open for key 

workers, against a backdrop of growing fear and 

anxiety about the future across the nation as the 

number of confirmed cases of coronavirus and 

subsequent fatalities grew daily. 

 

For the following 10 weeks, including the Easter and 

half-term holidays, Newton St Cyres remained open 

for key workers’ children and vulnerable children.  In 

order to run the school site, there was a Head of 

School and Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead, a 

pre-school practitioner, office, site and catering staff 

members, Paediatric First Aider and at least four 

teachers or TAs on site. Mr Jolliffe, the Executive 

Headteacher, was also at the school every day that it 

was open during this time to ensure everyone felt at 

home and to manage the constantly changing register 

of children who had booked into the school. During 

the first phase of lockdown, 60 members of staff 

helped to maintain the provision at Newton, which 

meant that their working days could be well spread 

out.  Staff from Silverton and Thorverton pre-schools 

also worked with the youngest children, including 

children from Thorverton Pre-school.  

 

The atmosphere at Newton during this time was 

relaxed and all the children enjoyed the lovely 

sunshine outside during this time. Lunchtimes and 

break times were quite fluid as we made the most of 

the good weather and children were able to play 

together on the field and playground, making the 

most of the new facilities at Newton. Staff and 

children alike made new friendships and worked with 

people they hadn’t worked with before, building a 

sense of community.  

 

In the three days between the government 

announcing that schools would close and children 

leaving their classes, the staff of all the schools 

worked incredibly hard to provide children with two 

weeks’ work, to take them through the last week of 

term and into the school holidays. Inevitably, this 

was not as comprehensive as it could have been with 

more planning time, and certainly could not replace 

face to face teaching, which meant that parents were 

suddenly faced with becoming teaching assistants at 

home. This was a huge challenge for every family, 

even where one or other parent was a qualified 

teacher, and the vast majority of federation parents 

rose to this challenge.  

 

The packs that were sent home were supplemented 

by videos recorded by teachers and uploaded to the 

EVF Youtube channel. This was followed by 

launching the e-schools learning platform on the first 

day of the summer term. This platform enables staff 

to upload work for children to access and to 

communicate with them via an internal e-mail 

system. Once the inevitable teething problems were 

overcome, this proved to be an invaluable resource 

for maintaining children’s learning during lockdown 
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and giving children daily input and resources for 

English, maths and one other subject each day. 

 

The government announced its intention for primary 

schools to re-open on 1
st
 June some two weeks in 

advance, indicating that pre-school, reception, Year 1 

and Year 6 should return to school as long as certain 

infection control measures could be put in place. The 

children of key workers and vulnerable children were 

allowed to continue to have school places as 

previously. The leadership team spent a great deal of 

time preparing for this new phase of learning and 

planning how to make it work effectively. The 

smaller schools, including Thorverton, were limited 

in terms of size and the opportunity to separate 

groups of children, so we decided that we would not 

take key worker children here but places for this 

group would be offered at the other three schools.  

 

The schools re-opened on 1
st
 June as planned and 

parents and children observed the strict segregation 

of different groups of children very well. By giving 

parents as much information as possible in advance, 

the transition out of lockdown went very smoothly 

across the five schools and children soon settled into 

new routines with different playtimes and lunchtimes 

so that the three groups did not meet. We asked 

parents not to wait in the playground but go in 

through one gate and out through the other in a sort 

of one-way system and back down School Lane. 

Children are amazingly adaptable and resilient and 

they have coped incredibly well with what is 

expected of them. We are privileged to have a lovely 

field and playground to use here and that has made a 

big difference to the way the children have been able 

to run around during break times. 

 

The government had previously indicated that 

schools would be open for all primary aged children 

for the last four weeks of the school year, which 

would have meant a complete re-opening on 

Monday, 22
nd

 June. However, on 9
th
 June it was 

announced that this plan had been scrapped and 

schools would not be expected to increase the 

number of children returning to school before 

September. All children returning to school for four 

weeks would have posed a particular challenge in the 

smaller schools, unless a part-time timetable was 

adopted and, although the leadership team had started 

to consider how this would work, it was hard to see 

how this would have worked in reality. Parents of 

children in Years 2 to 5 were understandably 

disappointed about this.  However, we are continuing 

to support children and families at home with their 

learning. 

 

Mrs Parkes, the Head of School at Thorverton, and 

the rest of the leadership team are now turning our 

attention to planning for the autumn and working out 

a way of providing some time back in school for 

every child. The guidelines for schools returning in 

Northern Ireland have been broadcast and it will be 

interesting to see how this evolves. As always, we 

will adapt the national guidance to make sure it 

works for our school and our children as the picture 

looks quite different in rural Devon from London! 

 

Looking back on the last three months, it has 

certainly been every bit as challenging as we 

expected it to be in March when Boris Johnson 

announced the lockdown. There have been positive 

aspects to this time, though, as children have had 

more time to spend with their families and those who 

have been able to come back to school have got to 

know new friends and teachers. That’s not to say it 

has always been easy, because most families have 

found the challenges of learning from home are 

enormous and what children miss most is the daily 

face to face interaction with their friends and 

teachers. In lots of ways this has been the most 

important lesson to learn from this experience; we do 

all need to interact with each other and that schools 

provide much of this contact for children, especially 

in a close-knit school community such as ours. So 

maybe online teaching from a centralised hub as a 

permanent arrangement won’t be coming in any time 

soon after all! 

 

 
 

John Jolliffe,  

Executive Head of the Exe Valley Federation 

 

School Survey 
 

In March, the Exe Valley Federation carried out a 

survey of parents, asking for feedback on the 

experiences of their children at school. There were 

132 responses, representing just over one-third of the 

school rolls. Parents of Thorverton schoolchildren 

should have seen analysis of the results with a 

newsletter a few weeks ago, but others may be 

interested in the following overview. I should explain 
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that the results are not specific to Thorverton, but 

cover all schools within the Exe Valley Federation. 

 

The results were generally very positive, with 95% of 

parents agreeing or strongly agreeing that their child 

is well looked after at school; 92% agreeing or 

strongly agreeing that they were happy with their 

child’s experience at school; 94% agreeing or 

strongly agreeing that their child feels safe at school; 

89% agreeing or strongly agreeing that their child is 

happy at school; and 86% agreeing or strongly 

agreeing that children’s behaviour is generally good 

at school.   

 

A small number of parents (14% of those who 

replied) felt that they did not receive enough 

information about school events and in sufficient 

time to plan ahead; 12% felt that bullying had not 

been dealt with effectively; and 9% felt that the 

school had not helped them support their child’s 

learning.  The Federation has expressed its 

determination to address the areas where some 

parents were not fully satisfied and it is formulating 

plans to make improvements.  But it was very 

encouraging indeed that the great majority of parents 

gave positive replies to the questions. 

 

The Good Old Days? 
 

More 40s and 50s recollections 
 

Last month I wrote about various reminiscences that 

the VE Day celebrations had sparked off in me.  

They included themes of innocent enjoyment, law 

and order and health.  I broke off after relating the 

tribulations of a visit to the doctor.  I resume with  

a brief reference to mental health, which was not on 

the whole viewed very sympathetically in those 

days.  My mother was at times severely ill with what 

was known then as ‘nerves’ but treatment for her 

condition seems with hindsight to have been very 

primitive.  It included what we called at the time 

‘electric shock treatment.’  Nothing seemed to bring 

permanent relief.  You just had to get on with it. 
 

My mother, by the way, was born Elisabeth 

Shakespeare and she had an older brother called Bill.  

Uncle Bill was, of course, more formally known as 

Mr William Shakespeare.  I heard from several 

sources that he was a very bright pupil and could no 

doubt have aspired to a promising career in more 

favourable circumstances.  Ever resourceful, he was 

known during the later war years for earning a pint or 

two down at the local pub by having his photo taken 

in the company of admiring American GIs while 

proudly displaying his passport to the camera.  

Something to show the folks back home, having your 

picture taken with the Bard. 
 

If a visit to the doctor was a trial, it was nothing 

compared to the terror inspired by the prospect of 

dental treatment which we all felt as children. 

Dentists were invariably known as butchers.  

Certainly the ones I had anything to do with did not 

go out of their way to put their young patients at 

ease, and the method of extraction by gas was 

particularly frightening.  They sat you on the chair, 

placed this mask over your mouth and nose, you 

heard the hissing of gas, and then...oblivion.  I can’t 

have been more than seven when I had six milk teeth 

taken out in one go by this method and then had to 

walk home on my own afterwards as my mother was 

at work and not able to be with me. 
 

On to education in the forties.  I began nursery school 

at four and a half, quite early for those days.  Then I 

went on to a mixed infants’ school before finishing 

the primary stage of my education at an all boys’ 

school.  This was pretty tough.  All the teachers were 

male, some of them ex-army, disciplinarians to a 

man.  They had to be in a situation where there were 

50 of us in a class.  Any bad behaviour -  ‘talking in 

class’ was particularly reprehensible - was punished 

by a stroke (or several strokes) of a heavy ruler on 

the palm of the offender’s hand.  Both sting and 

humiliation lasted some time. 
 

I was particularly unhappy in maths lessons 

(arithmetic, we called the subject then) and could 

never get the hang of how long it would take to fill a 

bath if both taps were left on for a certain amount of 

time and other problems of that ilk.  In fact, those 

sessions served to traumatise me against the subject 

for the rest of my days. 
 

But it was not all negative.  Our teachers read us 

some wonderful stories and we learned the cream of 

English poetry, which I have retained to this day.  

Concerning the English tongue, we were all 

bilingual, speaking the King’s English, more or less, 

in the classroom, while lapsing into our native Black 

Country in the playground.  As well as poems, we 

learned by heart, in the King James Version, the Ten 

Commandments, the twenty third Psalm and other 

choice pieces. 
 

In my final year a strange ritual would take place 

which I only came to understand many years later.  A 

few minutes before the bell to mark the end of school 

was due to ring, our teacher would send one of us to 

say to his colleague in the next room: ‘Tempus 

fugit.’  The messenger would be charged with 

bringing back the reply:’Verb. sat.’  This regular 

little ceremony puzzled us but was never explained.  

I suppose I had not been in grammar school very 

long before the meaning of the first dictum dawned 

on me but it was years after that before I came to 

realise that ‘verb.sap.’ was short for ‘verbum sapienti 

http://verb.sap/
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satis,’ meaning ‘a word is enough for a wise man.’  

Hence my introduction to the Classics in a very 

rough West Midlands primary school. 
 

We were all local lads at my school in what was then 

a very monochrome society.  There were no black 

faces or minority ethnic groups to be seen anywhere.  

I remember the sensation caused by the arrival of a 

lad from Lancashire whose Manchester accent 

aroused fascinated interest among his schoolmates.  

That was exoticism as far as we were concerned. 
 

(To be continued) 

Maurice Harrison  

 

 

Poetry 
 

Imposture 
  

Stand forth the man or woman 

who are not imposters to themselves 

and, sadly, there were none. 
 

Who can look without a jaundiced eye 

upon their soul and say, 

‘I am, who I am’ 

without deceit or subterfuge. 
 

Imposture is our very being. 

It is the game of life. 

Like a cloak we wear it 

and change its hue for everyone we meet. 
 

The role of acting 

takes imposture to extremes. 

The playwright bends the bluff and double bluff. 

The actors play their part. 
 

We listen, laugh and cry 

not understanding that, 

we are the masters of this art! 
           

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Perspective 
 

A wonderful sight is the path of light  

   As the moon shines on the sea, 

And the merest hint of an autumn tint  

   As it’s passed from tree to tree. 
 

The glowing pyre of a great log fire  

   Looks grand at the set of sun - 

But oh, that space at the basket’s base,  

   When the ironings almost done! 
 

Unknown author 

Submitted by Fiona Harrison 

 

 

Lockdown . 

 

For Petra Michelle 

 

I miss you, I miss my friends; 

Let us try and make amends 

For all the time that we have wasted, 

For meals together we've not tasted. 

 

For tennis games we have not played, 

For long discussions in the shade. 

“Thou shalt nots” become the rule - 

It reminds me very much of school! 
 

                        Andrew Hoellering 

 

(Andrew explains: Petra is our youngest; she lives in 

Perth, Australia with her family)  

 

Champagne Breakfast 
 

The sparrows are having their breakfast, 

    Their tablecloth being our lawn, 

They’ve been chirping in anticipation 

    Since the early hours of dawn, 

Waiting for scraps from our table 

    To be thrown in the daily routine; 

Mothers, fathers and offspring 

    Gather in their arboured canteen. 

 

Sparrows are drinking their champagne, 

    From goblets of crimson and blue, 

Sipping the nectar sweet liquor, 

    Distilled from the fresh morning dew, 

Deep cupped in the hearts of the flowers; 

    Fulfilled are their needs – and I smile, 

For I know they will be back again for their tea - 

    This thought makes a poem worthwhile. 

 

Doreen Beer 

Recipe  
 

Lockdown Salad Bowl Lunch 

Quickly prepared from: 

lettuce, hardboiled eggs [sliced or chopped],  

halved cherry tomatoes, and sliced cucumber.  
 

It is good with a dressing made from: 
  

3 tablespoons rapeseed oil,  

mustard,  

sea salt,  

freshly ground black pepper,  

1 teaspoon honey, 

1 tablespoon cider vinegar.  
 

Perfect with cold meat, fish or cheese, and crusty 

bread and ideal for a garden picnic. 
 

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Crediton 



Focus on Thorverton  14   Vol 51 No.6 – July 2020 

 

 

What’s in a Name? 
 

It was his parents’ fault of course. They alone had 

been responsible for the humiliations he had endured 

throughout his life. From the jibes received in his 

earliest years to the more subtle put-downs and 

slights of those whom he encountered as an adult. 

“What’s in a name?” Juliet might ask, but when you 

have been christened Arthur Dorkins, then perhaps 

more than one might imagine. Nor had matters 

improved since he reached his fiftieth year. Respect 

is hard to gain, even with greying hair, and his name, 

or so it seemed to Arthur, had always presented an 

insurmountable obstacle to his being taken seriously.  
 

It had not gone unnoticed by him that, in these post-

war years, with their legacy of Americanization, the 

expression ‘dork’ was becoming more prevalent and 

he knew that it was being used, behind his back, by 

his fellow commercial travellers in the world of 

confectionery. Indeed, he had not long since 

overheard a conversation in which Carmichael, the 

recently appointed Sales Manager, had referred to 

him as ‘The Dork’, whilst discussing a re-

organization in the areas to which the sales team 

might be assigned.  
 

What grated most for Arthur was the casual way in 

which Carmichael had applied this nickname. It 

hadn’t particularly been used or intended 

maliciously. Yet his name was always there, acting 

as an impediment; not least in holding him back from 

the promotion he felt he deserved to the job the much 

younger Carmichael now held. There was no other 

reason for his being passed over. His results out on 

the road had always been good; not only in terms of 

sales, but in developing those all-important 

relationships with the retailers with whom he dealt, 

from which his employers in turn benefitted through 

other orders they received. The last few years had of 

course been difficult. Austerity, scarce resources and 

a limited range of products had made the marketing 

of confectionery, amongst the small shops in the 

Midlands, a difficult business, but there was the 

promise now in sight of the lifting of rationing.  
 

Recently, though, he had begun to wonder whether 

he still possessed the motivation to respond to this 

new opportunity. He felt dispirited and out of sorts. 

At his wife’s insistence, he had seen a doctor whose 

advice had been that he should cut back on the 

smoking and take things easier. Neither option was 

possible for him in practice; certainly he could not 

afford the latter. As it was, their expenses barely kept 

pace with his income. The conversation he had 

inadvertently overheard was now giving him further 

cause for worry. His employers were clearly 

contemplating a shake-up in the areas covered by the 

sales team and, in his case, it seemed they were 

looking at restricting him to the South Midlands, 

where shops were more thinly spread and he would 

have to work much harder to make enough sales.  
 

The catalyst for subsequent events came about as a 

result of watching ‘The Sound Barrier’ at The 

Carlton cinema in Leamington with his wife one 

weekend. As they left, he pondered morosely 

whether his problem was that he was stuck in the 

past, rather than being part of the new age of change 

and innovation which the film sought to portray. It 

was young bloods like Carmichael who were now 

making the running. Like certain characters in the 

film, he felt he too might fall a victim to the 

challenges of this brave new world of the 50s. 

However, it was a comment that his wife made that 

was to linger in his mind. Taking his arm as they left 

the cinema, she remarked, “You look awfully like 

Ralph Richardson you know, Arthur.”   
 

“Hmm, what’s that?” Pre-occupied as he was, he had 

not fully taken in what she had said.  “You know, 

Ralph Richardson. He was the father in the film we 

just watched, or weren’t you paying attention? You 

do seem to be in a world of your own these days,” 

she added, a tone of concern creeping in to her voice, 

before continuing. “He’s become quite a star. Peggy 

says he’s playing Macbeth at the theatre in Stratford 

at the moment. She and George often go. They’ve 

promised to take me next time. You’re not interested 

in going are you, Arthur?” she said rather wistfully, 

before adding teasingly, “you never know, someone 

might ask for your autograph!” 

 

“Very funny, my dear, I hardly think anyone would 

mistake me for a famous actor,” he responded, doing 

his best to keep the feeling of bitterness to himself as 

he did so. Who could possibly mistake him, Arthur 

Dorkins, for a star like Ralph Richardson? True he 

had once played a part in Macbeth, though only in a 

school production, having been given a minor role as 

one of the Lords. He had certainly not received any 

plaudits for his acting, struggling to remember even 

the few lines he had. He still squirmed at the memory 

of the other children sniggering when the teacher had 

called out with his usual weary sarcasm during the 

scene when Banquo’s ghost appears, “Do learn your 

lines, Dorkins, or the only part you’ll have is selling 

programmes.” 
 

They continued on their way in silence, but the next 

morning Arthur found his mind reverting to the film 

and to Ralph Richardson in particular. As he shaved, 

he thought he could see what his wife meant. There 

was something about his face, with its large features; 

hair receding on either side to reveal an expanse of 

shining forehead; an indentation like a fault line that 

ran down from his furrowed brow, through the end of 

his nose, before ending in the cleft of his chin. 
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Moreover, there was that same rather perplexed 

expression in the eyes that stared out at the world, 

which Arthur could now see looking back at him 

from the mirror.  
 

No doubt it was a combination of all these things that 

led him to do it. Frustration with his name and the 

detrimental effect it had had on him over the years; 

the comparison made by his wife; the awareness that 

there was this man with whom he shared similar 

features; who, not so handicapped by name, had 

achieved celebrity as an actor on both stage and 

screen. What might he not give, for even a moment 

of fame?  
 

He spent a more than usually depressing day. One of 

his outlets, he discovered, had been lured into placing 

their order with a rival concern. In the past, he might 

have shrugged this off as one of those things. In his 

career, he had done no less to others, but this time it 

left him irritated, and he was worried that he had 

gone on to offend one of the shopkeepers he saw 

later that afternoon. Word would no doubt get back 

to Carmichael, and then what might he have to say 

about ‘The Dork’? To cap it all, there had been some 

confusion over the date he had booked at the place 

where he usually stayed in Evesham. On arriving 

there, he was told all their rooms were taken. He had 

thought of himself as one of their regulars, but it was 

clear from their manner that his custom did not really 

matter to them. He had been obliged to go to the 

more expensive White Hart, an old pub where he had 

occasionally called in for a drink, which was 

apparently now under new management.  
 

The man behind the bar looked up as he entered and 

a flicker of surprise crossed his face, or so Arthur 

thought. He realised that this was not the first time he 

had experienced such a reaction recently, but had 

dismissed it as his tendency to be overly self-

conscious about what people thought of him. Might 

there though be another explanation. One which he 

had not previously had reason to consider. 
 

“Can I help, Sir?” the man enquired.  “I should like a 

room for the night, if that’s possible.”  “Not a 

problem, Sir. What name is it?”  Arthur was aware 

that he hesitated until, feeling the pressure of the 

man’s expectant gaze, he found himself replying, 

“Mr Richardson.” He quailed inwardly as he said 

this, desperately trying to think back to the film of 

the previous night in order that he might emulate the 

voice he had heard. 
 

The man smiled. “I hope you don’t mind me asking, 

but you wouldn’t happen to be Sir Ralph Richardson 

would you now? The actor, that is.”  “Afraid so,” 

acknowledged Arthur, coughing slightly as if with an 

attempt at modesty.  “You know, I thought so to 

myself as you came through the door.” There was an 

added deference in his voice. “Although the last time 

I saw you, you looked a bit different, sporting a beard 

you were. What was it now…? Oh yes, I remember, 

‘The Heiress’. Really good film it was. You were 

brilliant of course. I hear you’re in that new film, 

‘The Sound Barrier’. Expect we’ll go to see it when it 

comes round.” 
 

“That’s very kind of you to say so,” Arthur replied, 

feeling a rising apprehension that this man seemed to 

know rather more about Ralph Richardson than he 

did and wondering what on earth he had been 

thinking of in embarking on this foolish masquerade. 
 

“It’s my wife who likes to go to all the films. I’m 

generally too busy here. She’s away today visiting 

her parents but maybe she’ll get the chance to meet 

you before you leave tomorrow. She’ll be chuffed to 

bits to think you’ve stayed at our hotel.” 
 

Arthur quietly breathed a sigh of relief that the wife 

was away. Thinking it would be best if he curtailed 

the man’s excited chatter, he interposed, “Actually, 

it’s been rather a hard day rehearsing and I thought 

I’d get away from Stratford for a quiet evening. You 

wouldn’t mind showing me to my room, would 

you?” 
 

“Not at all, Sir Ralph. Here, I’ve been going on and I 

expect you get that all the time. We’ve got a really 

nice room at the back, quiet, and with a view over the 

river. I’ll just show you up.”  
 

It was indeed a lovely room, Arthur thought to 

himself as he stepped inside. Far more so than the 

poky ones in which he usually stayed. He felt himself 

already reaping the benefits of his new identity. The 

bed looked substantial and he felt it would offer him 

a much-needed and sound sleep. He took off his 

Jaeger camel hair coat. One positive thing that he had 

inherited from his father was a pride in looking smart 

and he was pleased with this new acquisition, which 

he felt went some way to enhancing his image, its 

beige colour giving him a certain style. He hung it 

carefully on a hanger in a large old fashioned 

wardrobe that stood against the wall at the foot of the 

bed, shutting the door with some difficulty as the 

catch seemed to be broken, then took off his shoes 

and stretched himself out, staring at the ceiling above 

with its heavy timber beams. It was a warm evening 

and he was conscious that he was perspiring. 

Climbing the steep wooden stairs to the room had left 

him a little out of breath.  
 

He must have dozed off, for he woke with a start. 

What time was it? Nearly seven o’ clock, he ought to 

go down for dinner. Downstairs, as he sat in a corner 

of the dining room, the landlord bustled up excitedly. 

“I spoke to Mrs Sloper, my wife that is, just now on 

the telephone. She was sorry not to be here to meet 
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you, but says I must tell you that dinner is on the 

house.” 
 

Arthur demurred at this but quickly acceded as the 

offer was pressed. At least it would help cover the 

cost of the room, he thought. He did add though that 

he hoped news of his presence at the hotel might not 

be communicated to others. He enjoyed the meal, 

taking full advantage of the fact that he was not 

paying and eating rather more than he was used. 

Fortunately, the landlord, whom he feared would 

prove over-attentive, was kept busy with other guests 

and Arthur was largely left in peace, with no sense 

that he was being scrutinized by those around him. It 

seemed that Mr Sloper had complied with his request 

for privacy. Finishing with a large and particularly 

tasty slice of cheese and what was left of his drink, 

he rose and made his way, a little unsteadily, up the 

stairs, chuckling to himself at the successful outcome 

of the evening and this first experience of being 

regarded as someone of note. He determined, 

however, that he would leave early the next morning 

before the return of Mrs Sloper.  
 

His hopes for getting a good sleep were not realized. 

The bed proved less comfortable than he had 

expected, so he tossed and turned. He did not feel 

right, but could not quite put his finger on what the 

problem might be. Perhaps it was the amount he had 

eaten giving him indigestion. When he did eventually 

fall into a fitful sleep, his dreams became more like 

nightmares. In one, he was called before Carmichael 

to explain a particularly large order that he had 

secured, but why, Carmichael insisted on knowing, 

was it in the name of Sir Ralph Richardson? Mr 

Sloper burst in at that point accusing him of being a 

fraudster and demanding that he pay a huge sum for 

the meal or he would call the police. As he frantically 

searched in vain for some money, Carmichael told 

him that he was fired.  
 

In the jumble of dreams that followed, his old 

English teacher threatened to beat him if he forgot his 

lines again. Escaping from his clutches, he found 

himself at a meal with a group of people, all gathered 

around a large table. He was at the head and, it 

seemed, was the host, as he was encouraging 

everyone to eat as much as they wanted since it was 

all free. Suddenly, one of the people stood up, and he 

saw to his horror that it was Sir Ralph Richardson, 

though for some reason the clothes he was wearing 

were all blood-stained and torn. Sir Ralph pointed at 

him, before proclaiming angrily, “You’ve taken my 

part. I was supposed to be playing Macbeth, not 

Banquo!” Wakened by this final awful apparition, 

Arthur became conscious that his heart was pounding 

and he was fighting for breath as he struggled to sit 

up. 
 

Where was he? Staying, as he did, in so many 

different places, he was familiar with that sense of 

disorientation. He shook his head. He felt nauseous 

and his chest hurt. He became conscious of a 

creaking sound. It was coming from the large 

wardrobe. Was his mind playing him tricks or was 

the door opening? He shrank back against the pillow 

covering his face with his hands. It seemed to him 

that a pale figure was standing inside.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The following Wednesday morning, at a table in the 

Connaught Hotel in London, Alec Guinness rose and 

greeted his good friend, Sir Ralph Richardson, who 

was joining him for breakfast. Sir Ralph was 

glowing, having just ridden his motorbike at his usual 

breakneck speed down from Stratford during a break 

in performances of Macbeth.  
 

“How was the journey, Ralph?” enquired Alec.  

“Excellent!” came the enthusiastic reply. “Worked up 

a good appetite for breakfast. Only spoiler was that 

one of the doormen, new to the job I suppose, 

mistook me for John Gielgud. “Good morning, Sir 

John,” he says. Hmph! I told him, the name’s Ralph 

and I’m the one with the bloody knighthood!” 

Alec smiled. He had encountered Ralph’s annoyance 

at being mixed up with one of his famous 

contemporaries before.  Sometimes it was Larry but 

it seemed that being taken for John Gielgud caused 

him particular grievance. He was also rather proud of 

the fact that he had been knighted, whilst John had 

not yet had this honour conferred upon him.  
 

“Never mind that now, Ralph,” Alec said in an 

attempt to divert his friend. “Let’s eat and you can 

tell me how your new play is going.” 
 

They chatted convivially for the next hour. When 

breakfast was over, Alec was just glancing through 

the Times. “Good Lord!” he exclaimed. “It seems 

you’re dead.”  “What on earth do you mean?”  
 

Alec held out the newspaper to his friend, pointing to 

the article he had just been reading.  “Look at what it 

says. ‘A report has been received that Sir Ralph 

Richardson, the well-known film and stage actor, has 

been discovered dead at a hotel in Evesham. It is 

believed that he had suffered a heart attack.’” 
 

Ralph sat back in his chair and burst out laughing, 

causing people at the neighbouring tables to look 

round.  “Well, I can assure you Alec, you have not 

been dining with a ghost! Happily, reports of my 

demise are, as they say, greatly exaggerated.” He 

added after a moment, a smile lighting up his face, 

“Let us hope that, on this occasion, it is not our friend 

John who has been mistaken for me!” 
 

C. G. Protheroe 
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A Year on our Farm – June 
We cut 28 acres of grass at the end of May, and after 

2 days of drying we had it baled into round bales.  

Now this good quality silage is wrapped and stacked 

ready for the winter. We won’t make any more 

silage, we had quite a bit left over from last year and 

it deteriorates slightly with time. 

 

Although there were some beautiful hot days during 

May, the nights were still a bit cold; so we didn’t 

shear the sheep till the last Saturday of the month. 

This took one l-o-n-g, hot day, three shearers came - 

they all work on “piece-work” so want sheep in the 

catching pen all the time! We get all the sheep in the 

sheds or near-by the day before. They have to be dry, 

not a problem this year (wool doesn’t keep if it’s 

damp or wet) and they are easier to shear if they have 

an empty stomach.  

 

We take all the lambs away from their mothers and 

shut in sheds; they just get in the way around the 

shearers. All the sheep are in separate flocks of about 

80 ewes and lambs, and Michael, Reg and the dogs 

were kept very busy keeping sheep in the catching 

pens, (the hot sheep would not move!) driving away 

the shorn ones, matching them with their lambs 

again, and making sure flocks didn’t get muddled up. 

Paul and Zoe were kept busy picking up wool, rolling 

the fleeces, putting them in bags (these huge bags 

hold about 25 fleeces) sewing up the bags and 

stacking them. And the grandchildren are there all the 

time watching, helping, talking, and generally getting 

under your feet. 

 

I always feed the shearers, it’s nice to get away from 

the noisy hot sheep-shed and sit comfortably in the 

cool of my kitchen. This year, to be socially 

responsible, we sat in the shade in the garden. It’s 

good to catch up on what they’ve been up to in the 

past 12 months. By lunch-time they had finished the 

425 sheep here at Ratcliffe; they then packed up their 

gear and went to Cadbury to do the remainder 110. 

There, they shear out in the open, and it was hot work 

for us all. They left at 4pm to do another flock of 150 

for someone else; phew!..... they earn their £1.25 per 

sheep. 

 

Since shearing, the lambs have all been sprayed with 

a fly repellent (to stop maggots) and wormed for 

round worms and tape worms. The ewes have had 

our identification mark for our farm put on them - 

(rustlers can cut out ear tags, but the identification 

mark is very hard to hide or get rid of). We also 

picked out 50 fat lambs, which went in early June to 

be slaughtered and sold to the export trade. We will 

be picking out fat lambs every couple of weeks 

through the summer now.  

 

We have a new spaniel! Through Reggie’s contacts 

there was someone who had had a puppy, and now 

12 months down the line, found the dog too much of 

a handful! She’s a sweet natured little thing and keen 

to please, so she won’t take long to learn some 

manners, and Reg is going to put some time to her to 

see if she will work for him when he’s out with his 

gun. 

 

There have been a lovely lot of elderflowers on the 

hedges, and I have made two batches of cordial and 

one lot of champagne. The elder is often called a 

weed tree in a hedge, and it does smother out other 

trees that grow next to it. However it has many uses, 

not only the flowers and the berries, but the strong 

smelling leaves are a great fly deterrent, we always 

hung a small branch in the kitchen end of the catering 

tent at cub camp; and in late summer when midges 

are biting well, it’s the thing to use to swish over 

your head, it really works. 

 

The arable crops are all looking well, although a bit 

patchy in places, and this warm summer rain has 

greened the grass fields up again. A slack time on the 

farm; a time when I can take advantage of the 

excellent fruit picking at Thornes, Cheriton 

Fitzpaine.  
 

Tina Ayre 
 

 

Update on the East Devon Arts 
Festival Appeal 
 

Thank you very much, on behalf of the Church, to all 

those of you who have supported the Appeal. As of 

today, 20
th
 June, we have raised £960 in response to 

the Focus article last month and £1430 in an online 

campaign on Facebook.  For details see: 

https://www.facebook.com/EDAFappeal 
 

When we take into account Gift Aid on a significant 

fraction of these donations, that means that we are 

well over £2,500 better off than before we started, 

which is very pleasing.  
 

I am hopeful that by the time Focus is published the 

campaign will be boosted by an online art exhibition: 

a virtual EDAF – watch this space. Thank you again 

for your generosity. 

Royston Kershaw 

Churchwarden 

 

https://www.facebook.com/EDAFappeal
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The Joy of Retirement 
Do not read this if you are under 55. 
 

Retirement is a Joy. You can get up at any time you 

like in the morning, and say to yourself “What shall I 

do today?”.  Complete freedom of choice.  Gone is 

the daily grind: up at 7 am, depart for work at 7.55, 

brave the heavy traffic with other commuters, find 

parking at work ... work ... work and reverse it for the 

trip home ... try to relax and make sure you get to bed 

early enough to have sufficient sleep. After 

retirement all of this disappears. 

 

Photo by Ros Brimacombe 

 
 

Some say they are bored after stopping work. They 

don't know what to do each day. But there are always 

projects in the house and garden (and locally). This is 

especially the case after Covid-19 lockdown when 

most retirees are confined to their home. Fortunately, 

modern technology gives us unprecedented ways of 

connection to news from the outside world, as well as 

video connection to friends and family. 
 

For teachers, retirement is of particular value. 

Following a fixed timetable at school and university 

they remain locked into what is referred to as The 

Tyranny of the Timetable, where you know that every 

Tuesday morning at the same time you will need to 

attempt to educate that particular class of pupils, 

where a significant proportion just don't want to be 

there and refuse to take an active part in the 

education process. Hopefully the following year you 

may be given a better group, but it still lasts right 

through the school year ... every Tuesday. 

Fortunately, holidays give some respite, otherwise 

mental breakdown could happen. Lockdown has not 

helped; teachers now need to produce lessons which 

work remotely for all their classes and teach a small 

group of pupils from different classes in a semi-face-

to-face method. Preparing video lessons is far more 

time-consuming than teaching in the classroom. I 

take off my hat to today's teachers. 
 

Released from the daily work timetable means you 

are no longer told what to do by your bosses or your 

customers (for the self-employed). Of course, many 

people like to have a fixed format for their day and 

may choose to volunteer for a charity, join the local 

parish council, or become self-employed. Now is the 

time to acquire (preferably adopt) a dog. This will 

definitely give your day a structure. Your new boss 

will demand a walk in the morning (and 

in the afternoon). However, you are still 

allowed to choose where you go. Walks 

around the local area will give the recent 

retiree ideas of things that need to be 

done. You soon discover the other 

retired people in the village; they can 

introduce you to a whole world of 

activities for retired people. But be 

careful, don't rush in, and don't overload 

your week with a new, possibly onerous, 

timetable.  
 

Sport and physical activity is a 

requirement for your - now beginning to 

age - body. And there are plenty of local 

activities to choose from. (In these days 

of Covid-19 some activities are no 

longer possible.) Education does not stop 

at 18, or 50, or after retirement. Online 

courses are available, provided by universities, etc., 

and don't forget the books that you have always 

meant to read, but never had the time. The joy is ... 

you can choose. 
 

If you are not already retired, then my advice is to 

retire as soon as you can. My main surprise on 

retirement was to find that my need for money is 

much less than when I was working ... assuming your 

children are now self-supporting and your mortgage 

is close to being paid off. 
 

For a retired teacher, the best day of retirement is the 

day school starts at the beginning of the next school 

year. Some sadness, you miss the teaching (some of 

the time), but you are ... FREE .... 
 

Continue to ENJOY your retirement, if you are 

already retired ... or if you are still working, look 

forward to The Time of Your Life. 

 

Oxford Spanish Dictionary (1994): 

retirement - (n) (from job)   jubilacion             
 

John Spivey 
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The Garden in July 
 

On looking back at my article for July last year, I 

started with the word, “Hurrah!” Similarly, I shall 

start this year’s July article the same way. Hurrah! At 

last some useful rain. Two such dry months has taken 

its toll on certain plants and many recently planted, 

i.e. this year, will be struggling to survive and 

flourish unless they were watered regularly. 

However, one can only water so much and 

sometimes gardeners have to shrug their shoulders 

and walk away. 

 

 Early crops perhaps have suffered most. This year, 

the rhubarb has really struggled to produce good 

stems and, in the end, I just left it alone as I didn’t 

want to stress it more by over harvesting. Eventually, 

it had to go on the watering list as it showed serious 

signs of drought stress. Hopefully now, it can be left 

alone to repair for next year. July should be the 

month you stop harvesting anyway, so let your 

rhubarb  recover and grow away to develop into a 

healthy plant ready for next year’s harvest. 

 

For all cropping, it is important to know when to 

harvest and when to stop, especially with perennial 

crops. Another example of this is asparagus, which 

should be allowed to grow unhindered throughout the 

rest of the season. Do not be tempted to cut the 

beautiful feathery fronds as these are building up 

energy for the plant for next year. When they turn 

yellow in the autumn they can be used for dry flower 

displays. 

 

In June, and mainly July, the fruit trees will have 

what is referred to as, the June drop. This is nature’s 

way of jettisoning extra fruit from the tree.  However, 

if you have young fruit trees you might have to help 

this process along. A young fruit tree needs most of 

its energy to go into producing a strong framework 

and should not be producing too much harvest in its 

first few fruiting years. Too much fruit can also 

precipitate the tree into becoming biennial in its 

fruiting pattern. This happens so that the tree has a 

year to recuperate. Therefore, check young trees and 

in your excitement of seeing lots of fruit remember 

that you want good harvests for years to come and 

not just this year! 

 

Hedges such as box, hornbeam and holly can be 

trimmed now. These hedges are slow growing and 

will only need pruning once in the year. Other more 

vigorous hedges might need trimming twice to keep 

them respectable and, if you hope to get away with 

one pruning, wait a bit longer.  

 

As the June rose blossoms fade away, cut back the 

stems by about a third just above a bud and hopefully 

you get another flowering later on. Early flowering 

shrubs should also be cut back when flowering is 

over. Take the flowering stem back to a healthy 

lower bud near the base of the stem. This will 

stimulate growth in that bud and a new stem will 

begin to develop for flowers either next year or the 

following year. 

 

On the veggie patch, most summer crops are in the 

ground and hopefully growing well. For those of you 

who like radishes, the winter radishes can be sown 

into the ground at the end of this month. The choice 

is usually limited to China Rose, Pink and Black 

Spanish, a ball shape, white flesh but black skin. 

These radish are good growers and bigger than their 

spring-sown cousins. Another radish which is a bit of 

a talking point and can be sown at this time is mooli. 

This grows very fast and can grow to 30cms. It is 

white and not so strong tasting as the other two and 

good in salad. 

 

Well, Neville, there is always something to do in the 

garden but one must not forget to enjoy it as well. So, 

out with that deck chair, Pimms and perhaps a bowl 

of strawberries and cream (You don’t need to tell me 

that again, see picture below on the allotment  – 

Ed)!! 

 

                    Happy Gardening! 

                             

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Nature Notes 
I must admit I found the first three weeks of May to 

be rather quiet for interesting wildlife sightings. The 

fourth week perked up with my first sighting of a 

meadow brown butterfly and now they are 

everywhere happily flitting about hedgerows and 

meadows. Focus editor, Neville, saw a common blue 

butterfly while on a cycle ride through Woodbury 

Common.  
 

When Covid 19 restrictions were lifted to enable 

driving to a destination to walk, I travelled to the 

woods at Newton St Cyres and in a nearby flower-

rich meadow saw two common blue, green-veined 

white and a small tortoiseshell butterfly. That 

evening on our local walk, my daughter spotted a 

lesser stag beetle on the road. We moved it to the 

grass verge to avoid it being squashed. We heard a 

tawny owl hooting and spotted it perched in a cherry 

tree in a resident’s driveway. The same evening we 

came across a larval web on nettle and have since 

been observing the larvae as they grow.  
 

On subsequent walks 

we’ve noticed the 

same larval webs on 

nettles everywhere. 

These are peacock 

butterfly larvae, quite 

black and as they 

grow bigger it is 

easier to see white 

spots on them. I have 

never seen so many 

larval webs in a 

season and if 

conditions remain 

good, I will be 

expecting a profusion of peacock butterflies on the 

wing from mid-July. 

 

 
 

Also while on our local walking route a clouded 

yellow butterfly zoomed past us and more recently a 

very obliging painted lady butterfly.  
 

In and around the public footpath between 

Berrysbridge and Raddon Lane there have been 

sightings of roe deer and fox. In our garden I found a 

complete spiny hedgehog skin, the effort of a badger. 

During the hot and dry weather it would have been 

extremely hard for badgers to find worms to eat so a 

hedgehog is unfortunately an alternative meal. 
 

I’ve had at least four blackbirds’ nests in the garden 

this spring and that means trouble - a battle of who 

gets the soft fruit first, us or them. Young blackbirds 

have already taken several of our raspberries. Our 

soft fruit is not netted.  
 

A few people have asked me about larval webs seen 

in hedgerows in May and June. This is the work of 

larvae of spindle ermine, a micro moth and, as its 

common name suggests, if you look closely you will 

see the larvae eating leaves of spindle. The little 

white moth with black dots is on the wing in July but 

there are several similar-looking species such as 

apple ermine and bird-cherry ermine.  
 

There are lots of dragonflies and damselflies on the 

wing. This year broad-bodied chaser dragonflies 

seem more abundant than usual. As per its name, this 

species has a broad and shorter abdomen than 

dragonflies such as an emperor dragonfly which has 

a long and slender abdomen. The abdomen of the 

male broad-bodied chaser is a light powder blue and 

of the female is mustard and brown.  
 

At the end of May I had a report of an eel and a grass 

snake seen swimming in the stream through the 

Millennium Green. 
 

There is not much wildlife beginning with the letter 

Q apart from several species of moths in the Quaker 

family. These are little brown jobs and not around at 

this time of year. A plant called quillwort exists in 

parts of Dartmoor but I have never seen it. I am 

therefore taking the second part of this topical moths’ 

Latin name as my Q of the alphabet.  

 

A to Z  Jersey Tiger Moth 
The common name of Euplagia quadripunctaria is 

Jersey tiger moth, the colourful moth often seen 

flying during the day from mid- July to September 

and one I am often asked “what is this moth I have 

seen today”. Its forewings are black with off-white 

stripes and hind wings are orange. A variation with 

yellow hind wings is commonly seen. This moth was 

first recorded in England from 1855 and is now a 

firm resident of the South West. It is also a common 

moth of the Channel Islands. It especially likes to fly 

in hot sunshine and also flies at night. It can be found 

nectaring on buddleia. 
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Last Words 
From around mid-July is ‘dog days’, the hottest time 

of year and when birds go quiet, keep a low profile 

when they moult out of harm’s way. Look out for big 

buzzard feathers as you do your walks. Herbage 

become sad, grasses wither to sandy brown and grain 

crops start to ripen. 

Jenny Garne  01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

When Bees Swarm 
I was working from home because of the Covid 19 

pandemic on 27
th
 May, when I saw an email from 

Nextdoor Thorverton Village warning that there was 

a swarm of bees in a bush on the Jubilee Green. As it 

was approaching lunch time and I am a beekeeper 

and only 5 minutes away, I decided to pop down and 

see if I could help. I donned my bee-suit and grabbed 

a spare hive box (although actually any appropriately 

sized container will do for collecting a swarm – I’ve 

used plastic tubs and cardboard boxes when that’s all 

there is to hand) and headed to the Jubilee Green. 

There I found a decent sized swarm of bees hanging 

in a bush surrounded by safety fencing. Luckily they 

were in an easy to reach place without the need for 

ladders and acrobatics! 

 

After placing the box under the bees, with one good 

shake of the branch they were clinging to, most of 

them landed unceremoniously in the box and I placed 

a lid over it, leaving a small gap for the bees which 

had missed the box or taken flight, to go into the box 

where I hoped the queen had landed. I left them for 

an hour or so to settle, then went back and placed the 

lid on properly so the bees couldn’t escape on their 

journey to a permanent new home. 

 

 
 

Caroline photographed by Ros Brimacombe 

 

So why do honeybees swarm? Simply, it’s their way 

of reproducing. Instead of being a single colony of 

bees they have devised this clever way of splitting. 

As the queen bee increases her laying of eggs in the 

spring, and those bees emerge and the hive gets fuller 

and fuller of young bees, the colony decides it’s time 

to split. So on a warm day when the weather is 

looking favourable (after all, they may be hanging 

around for a day or two), the queen and most of the 

adult (flying) bees leave the hive and look for a new 

place to live.  
 

Usually they fly a short distance and take up 

temporary residence on a nearby surface – usually a 

bush, tree, hedge, etc. but it could be anywhere. 

While most of the bees hang out there, clustering to 

keep warm and protecting their queen, ‘scout’ bees 

fly off to look for somewhere suitable to make a new 

permanent residence. When they return with news of 

a suitable spot, off they all go to take up residence in 

a hollow tree, empty hive, chimney or some other 

cosy cavity.  
 

Of course ‘suitable’ to bees is not always ‘suitable’ 

for humans so if you see a swam it’s always best to 

contact a local beekeeper to collect them before they 

take up residence somewhere where they could be a 

nuisance. If you don’t know of anyone locally, you 

can find details of local swarm collectors on the 

British Beekeepers Association website – or your 

local community Facebook page works quite well! 

The young bees left behind in the hive will make a 

new queen by selecting and feeding a young larvae 

with royal jelly and the cycle begins all over again. 
 

What does the beekeeper do with the swarm? They 

will take the bees somewhere where they can have a 

new home without being a nuisance to anyone. The 

beekeeper will put the bees into a hive and leave 

them overnight to settle. The next morning the bees 

will start to emerge from the hive entrance and 

slowly take off, flying facing the hive initially and 

then in bigger and bigger figures of eight as they get 

their bearings for their new home to make sure they 

can find their way back after foraging or food and 

water.  
 

After a couple of days settling in, the beekeeper will 

need to start feeding them (a sugar syrup) as they 

quickly use up any honey they gorged on before 

swarming. They are quarantined for a few weeks to 

make sure they don’t have any diseases which they 

could pass on to the beekeeper’s existing colonies. 

They will have regular checks to make sure they have 

enough food and are able to fend for themselves, that 

the queen is starting to lay and to assess their 

temperament. Eventually they will settle in with the 

beekeeper’s other colonies and hopefully go on to 

produce some honey to share with the beekeeper for 

all his/her efforts in ‘rescuing’ the swarm. 
 

Caroline Taverner 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Legal Eagle 
 

We were due to fly to Germany early in June;  Bristol 

– Cologne with Ryanair, for a double birthday 

celebration.  In common with hundreds of others who 

had flights booked to and from the UK, our flight 

was cancelled. This meant that we were entitled to a 

refund from Ryanair of the cost of the flight.  

 

Not long after the cancellation we received an email 

from Ryanair offering us the choice of a refund or a 

voucher to the value of the refund that we could use 

at some future date. We chose the refund and advised 

Ryanair accordingly. We have since received three 

emails from Ryanair asking if we wish to change our 

mind and take a voucher instead of the refund. On 

three occasions we have emailed Ryanair saying that 

we do not wish to change our mind and that we look 

forward to receiving the refund to which we are 

legally entitled. To date we have heard nothing 

further from Ryanair. 

 

This does not come as a surprise, as recent figures 

published by Which (Investigation 28
th
 May) indicate 

that 84% of Ryanair passengers who had requested a 

refund were still waiting for payment. This compares 

with 63% of Easyjet customers and 23% of BA 

customers. It is, of course, impossible to know the 

particular circumstances of all those waiting for a 

refund, but if, like ourselves, you paid Ryanair or 

other flight providers for your flight using your credit 

card then, in the event of your not receiving the 

refund requested, you might consider using s75 

Consumer Credit Act 1974 ss (1) of which 

provides: 

“if the debtor … has … any claim against the 

supplier in respect of a misrepresentation or breach 

of contract, he shall have a like claim against the 

creditor, who, with the supplier, shall accordingly be 

jointly and severally liable to the debtor.” 

 

When we booked our flight we entered into what is 

classified by the Act as a “debtor-creditor-supplier” 

agreement. The essence of the agreement being that 

our credit provider agreed to pay Ryanair the cost of 

our flight in return for our promise to repay the 

amount to our credit provider under the terms of our 

credit agreement. We are the ‘debtor’ as we owe our 

creditor (the person who supplied the credit) and 

Ryanair is the ‘supplier’ as they were responsible for 

providing the service to which the payment relates, 

namely flying us from Bristol to Cologne and then 

some four days later flying us back from Cologne to 

Bristol. 

 

So in the event that Ryanair fail to make the refund, 

which we have requested, s75 allows us to claim the 

same from our credit provider. It is not unknown for 

credit providers to resist, at least initially, a s75 claim 

but, provided that the person claiming meets the 

criteria under the Act, perseverance will probably 

win the day. 

 

The position of those who have booked to fly during 

the summer is different. Airlines are flying again, but 

understandably people are less keen than they were 

to travel. Whilst the foreign Office has not banned 

travel, the advice is against all but essential travel. 

There may well be considerable uncertainty 

regarding restrictions being applied in the country of 

destination and unless lifted, on return to the UK 

there will be a legal obligation to isolate for a period 

of fourteen days. There is talk of “travel corridors” to 

destinations such as Portugal, Spain and Greece but 

nothing has been established at the time of writing. If 

set up, these would remove the quarantine 

restrictions for travellers to and from Britain. But in 

their absence, if you decide not to travel, and your 

airline operates the flight on which you were booked 

to travel, then you will not be entitled to a refund and 

it is very unlikely that any insurance which you 

might have taken out will cover the situation. 

 

We have a planned holiday in Germany using Le 

Shuttle for our Channel crossings. Fortunately we 

have not yet booked our tickets, so for us it is simply 

a question of ‘do we, or don’t we?’ 
 

Clive Hamblin 

Funnies 
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The government in Egypt has instructed the city’s 

taxi drivers to drive around Cairo sounding their car 

horns.  It is hoped that a return to familiar city sounds 

will help restore calm following the pandemic.  

Operation “Toot ‘n calm ‘em” will last for a week. 
 

 
 

A man wrote to a small hotel in a town he planned to 

visit on his holiday. “I would very much like to bring 

my dog.  He is very well-behaved. Would you be 

willing to let me keep him in my room with me at 

night?” 

An immediate reply came from the hotel owner, who 

wrote: “Sir, I have been operating this hotel for many 

years.  In all that time I have never had a dog steal 

towels, bedclothes, silverware or pictures off the 

walls.  I have never had to evict a dog in the middle 

of the night for being drunk and disorderly.  And I 

have never had a dog leave without paying the bill.  

Yes, indeed, your dog is welcome at my hotel.  And, 

if your dog will vouch for you, you are welcome to 

stay here as well.”   
 

 
 

Cheeky answers by students in their exams 
 

Q1    In which battle did Napoleon die? 

A1     His last battle. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Q2    Where was the Declaration of Independence 

         signed? 

A2    At the bottom of the page. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Q3   River Ravi flows in which state? 

A3   Liquid 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Q4    What is the main reason for divorce? 

A4     Marriage. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Q5     What is the main reason for failure? 

A5      Exams 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Q6     What can you never eat for breakfast? 

A6      Lunch and dinner 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Q7    If you had 3 apples and 4 oranges in one hand  

            and 4 apples and 3 oranges in other hand,  

            what would you have? 

A7     Very large hands. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Q8    How can you drop a raw egg onto a concrete  

            floor without cracking it? 

A8     Any way you want, concrete floors are very  

            hard to crack. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Q9    Can a man go 8 days without sleeping? 

A9    Yes, as long as he sleeps during the nights. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 

 

Both optimists and pessimists contribute to society.  

The optimist invents the aeroplane, the pessimist the 

parachute. George Bernard Shaw 
 

 

 

 

The Cost of Repairs 
 

The following story appeared in the parish magazine 

of St. Mary the Virgin, South Elmsall, Yorkshire in 

May 1949.  The original source is unknown. 
 

An artist who, having undertaken the work of 

restoring the mural decorations in a church, sent in 

his bill for £38.15s.6d.  He was requested by the 

Parochial Church Council to render a more detailed 

account, which he did as follows. 

 

PAINTED MONUMENTS 
 

  £  s d 

1. Corrected the Ten Commandments  5 10 0 

2. Embellished Pontius Pilate and put 

new ribbons in his bonnet 

1   0 0 

3. Put new tail on rooster of St. Peter 

and mended his comb 

1   5 0 

4. Replumed and regilded the wing of 

the Guardian Angel 

7 15 0 

5. Washed the servant of the High 

Priest and put carmine on his 

cheeks 

0 10 0 

6. Renewed Heaven, adjusted the 

stars and thoroughly cleaned the 

moon 

3   5 0 

7. Re-animated the flames of 

Purgatory and restored souls 

1   7 6 

8. Revived the flames of Hell, put 

new tail on the Devil, mended his 

left hoof 

 and did several odd jobs for the 

damned 

4 16 0 

9. Put new spotted dashes on the son 

of Tobias and dressing on his sack 

5   6 0 

10. Cleaned the ears of Balaam’s Ass 

and shod him 

0 14 0 

11. Put earrings in the ears of Sarah 1     6 0 

12. Put new stone in David’s sling, 

enlarged the head of Goliath and 

extended his legs 

2     5 0 

13. Decorated Noah’s Ark 3   0 0 

14. Mended the shirt of the Prodigal 

Son and cleaned his nose 

0 15 6 

 

Shirley Moore
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Puzzles  
Congratulations again to Graeme Culshaw and Sylv 

Gregory for sending in their answers for last month’s 

puzzles. I made a mistake on the Knight’s Tour (well 

spotted Ian Stoyle and Graeme) putting in the 

number 78 where I should have put in 68 and thus 

rendering the puzzle impossible. However, armed 

with the correction Graeme did manage to complete 

the Knight’s Tour.  

 

I am not printing the solutions given the error and 

also, in respect of the Su Doku puzzle recognising 

that if you completed it you don’t need to see the 

solution, and if you didn’t you can contact me if you 

want to see it. 

 

The solution to the question as to how I shared my 

excess lettuce was that neighbour A received 78, 

neighbour B 39 and neighbour C 52.  

 

This month’s puzzle is in a similar vein: 

 

The lettuce harvest – part 2 

 

On my way back from my allotment plot with a 

number of lettuce in my basket, I was stopped by 

three young highwaymen or highwaywomen (I 

couldn’t be sure which because they wore full 

protective gear against coronavirus) who demanded 

that I “stand and deliver”. The first highwayperson 

seized half of my lettuce, but returned 10 to my 

basket; the second highwayperson took one-third of 

what was left, but returned two that they didn’t 

fancy; and the third highwayperson took half of the 

remainder but threw back one that was slug infested. 

I was left with just 12 lettuce in my basket. 

 

How many lettuce did I have before the raid? 

 

Out for a walk 

 

Maurice is a keen walker and each week he does a 

walk to a particular destination at which he strides 

out at five miles per hour. However, he is always a 

bit slower on the return journey which he covers at 

three miles per hour. The journey out and back takes 

seven hours. Can you tell the distance from 

Maurice’s house to his destination?  

 

Su Doku 

 

Here is another Su Doku puzzle (each horizontal and 

vertical line must contain each of the numbers from 

one to nine): 

 

 

Knight’s Tour  
 

Here is another to try (I won’t do any more after this 

one, so see if you can go out in a blaze of glory). Add 

the missing numbers so that every number from 1 to 

100 is used just once and a chess knight (which 

moves two squares horizontally and one vertically, or 

two vertically and one horizontally) can hop from 

one to the next higher number in sequence: 

 
 

Do send me your answers! 

 

It would be great to have more variation in the 

puzzles. Would anyone like to submit a crossword 

(preferably with a local theme) or other puzzle to tax 

readers? 

 

 

8 5 2 
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Rainbow Science 
I am grateful to John Spivey for this explanation of double-rainbows, inspired perhaps by the recent rather 

excellent rainbow seen from Thorverton and captured by Ian Stoyle on the front cover of this month’s edition. 

Producing the diagram in black and white does not really do it justice of course, so please take a look at the online 

version – on the Wordpress site - when that appears (we aim to get online round about the middle of each month) - 

Ed. 

 

 

  

 
 
The primary (brighter) rainbow is formed at 40 to 42 degrees from the centre by a single reflection of light inside 

the water droplets. A double reflection will produce the secondary rainbow outside the primary (at 52 to 54 

degrees with the colours reversed). 

 

John Spivey 
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Sky at Night 
I am grateful to Peter Hargood for having picked up 

the baton on the Sky at Night, which I had started off 

as a regular page a couple of editions back. Here is 

Peter’s first article. 

 

Look up. What do you ‘see’?  These days it’s a 

blindingly yellow sun that leaves after-images when 

you look too close.  Strangely enough, it’s the sun as 

it was around 8 minutes ago.  That’s how long it 

takes light to reach us from our sun.  Here’s a clue 

that what’s up there is not all that it seems... 
 

Take the night sky.  We’re all familiar with it.  We 

take it for granted and yet, while the land rests 

beneath us, this skyscape takes up half our view.  Do 

we own it or forget about it?  In towns or village high 

streets we can’t see it beyond the LED lights or 

sodium-yellow fog.  What is up there is beyond 

amazing. 
 

Take the stars.  They inhabit our local spiral galaxy, 

the Milky Way.  Why isn’t our sky just filled with 

them, after all there are some 400 billion of them?  

Fact is, there are many much smaller than our local 

star, the sun, as well as a few giants that absolutely 

dwarf it.  Also, these suns are literally light years 

away; the huge distance from here to our galaxy’s 

centre takes light 27,000 years to travel. 
 

Take other galaxies.  Some can be seen with the 

naked eye.  Our ‘local group’ is quite close, maybe 

only 10 million light years away.  Most galaxies need 

telescopes to be seen from Earth.  How many are 

there?  Well, good question. Something like 200 

billion.  
 

These gigantic numbers defy our comprehension.  

What is a ‘billion’ I hear you say?  Well, try counting 

sand and you’re on the right track.  A billion would 

fill a regular (square-shaped) cube whose sides each 

measured a thousand grains long - say, a largish box.  

Yep, that’s a lot of sand.  But a billion billion would 

be an imaginary sand-cube with sides each 

comprising a thousand of those other boxes.  That’s 

more sand grains than you’d count filling most 

beaches. 
 

Take the universe.  How large is it?  Difficult to say, 

as looking deep into it you’re actually looking at 

things as they were many years ago - many, many as 

it takes so long for the light to reach us.  
 

Take the planets of our solar system.  Bizarrely, at 

the time of writing, you can’t, because for the first 

time in ages they inhabit our daylit sky.  At night 

they’re all below our feet and until the earth spins 

around, well past midnight, not one of them 

reappears to grace our night sky.  Study them for 

long enough and you discover, like our ancient 

ancestors, that they follow the same path, the ecliptic, 

as our moon as they all cross the sky.  
 

Why do they cross the sky?  Because our planet is 

spinning fast and they’re so far away they could 

never keep up.  In fact they’re all steadily travelling 

around the sun and it’s only our moon that orbits the 

Earth - quite slowly.  Study the sky, when it’s visible, 

at the same time each night and it will be seen to 

have shifted slightly in daily steps.  That slight shift 

means that it takes 30 days to complete a full circuit 

of our earth (crossing both our day and night skies). 
 

And finally, take black holes.  One of these 

otherworldly demons lurks right there in the centre of 

our galaxy, its enormous mass acting like a cosmic 

plug hole and exerting the gravity of 4 million suns 

to prevent our spinning galaxy from flinging its spiral 

arms out into space like countless incandescent 

conkers flying off broken strings. 
 

Next time you look up, take a long hard look. 

 

Peter Hargood 

 (pictured below with his dog, Milo during lockdown 

– that’s Milo on the right) 
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More photos from John Spivey 
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Editor Wanted 
 

The opportunity of a lifetime is there for you now! – 

Focus on Thorverton is seeking a new editor, with 

the current incumbent standing down at the end of 

the year. We have a great team helping with Focus, 

including several regular contributors of articles 

which help to give the magazine that little extra. But 

we do need an editor to pull things together and 

ensure that we can keep producing a magazine that 

the village can be proud of. No editor is likely to 

mean no monthly magazine in 2021. 

 

If you think that you might be interested please 

contact the current editor, Neville Lane, on 01392 

861062 or by email to thorvertonfocus@gmail.com, 

or the chairman, Michael Ayre, on 01392 860434. 

Neville or Michael would be only too happy to go 

into a bit more detail about what being an editor 

might entail, but it is an opportunity for someone to 

bring their own ideas to this magazine. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Adverts

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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ON-LINE   TUTORING 
 

Are you concerned that your child's 
progress may be held back by the 
school closures? 
 

If so, online tutoring - delivered by 
an experienced, DBS-cleared 
teacher who lives locally - may be 
the answer.  
 

I'm an English specialist with a 
good additional breadth and depth 
of knowledge across the curriculum 
for all ages.   

Jack Spicer 
Phone 07956022679 
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Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Hoopcott Dog Walking 

 

Local reliable, honest, trustworthy, DBS 

checked, Insured and Canine first Aid 

trained Dog walker covering Stoke Canon, 

Rewe, Huxham, Thorverton, Upexe and 

Silverton. 

Offering Daily, weekly or one off dog walks. 

Puppy, Cat and small animal visits. House 

sitting, Pet sitting and pet taxi service. 

For further information 0754 651 4854  

Email hoopcottdog@btinternet.com or 

Facebook. 
 

mailto:hoopcottdog@btinternet.com
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 
 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

Also now offering all aspects of tree surgery

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector      Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)  Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk             Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU.   
Phone: 01392 861228. 

 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
   planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
       Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 8 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
Business Manager:     Jan Hamilton  07764461575. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048. 
 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 

 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 

Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372 - 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

  Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450. 
Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 

 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 
Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 
 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                 Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

July 6
th
 and 20

th
           July 13

th
 & 27

th
  

Aug. 3
rd

 & 17
th
 (31

st
 Bank Holiday, next day collection)       Aug. 10

th
 & 24

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
Thursdays every 4 weeks in the Quarry Car Park from 15.45 to 16.20. (Note later arrival time.) 

 

Service currently suspended. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in July 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
The majority of bus services resumed from 14th June, as below. The temporary pre-9.30 free travel concession for 

National Bus Pass-holders is being withdrawn to help ensure capacity for workers during peak hours. 
 

Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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A new arrival at Bisley House 

Cattle in the River Exe at Brampford Speke 

 

 
 

Wallabies at Newton St Cyres 
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Thorverton Butterflies and Moths  
Photographed by Jean Brown 

 
 

Top left: Speckled Yellow moth, top right: Peacock butterfly, bottom left: Small Tortoiseshell butterfly, bottom right Elephant 

Hawk Moth taken by Roseanne Benn in her garden 

 
 

Paddy Milford’s garden at Willow Mead (photo by Jo Brewer) 

 

 


