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Editorial 
Here we are then, with the first separate August 

edition of Focus for a good number of years anyway; 

up to now we have had a combined July and August 

edition. I would like to call it a summer special, 

although we could do with a little more warm, settled 

weather than we have had for the last couple of 

months for it to feel much like summer (I was 

probably spoilt in that I was brought up in the South 

East, whereas my dear wife is far more accustomed 

to wetter spells having been brought up in South 

Wales).  

 

Village life is gradually returning to normal, with the 

pubs as well as the shop and Post Office now open, 

albeit with some restrictions. Do keep supporting 

local businesses – many of which advertise in Focus 

- so that we can help them recover from what will 

have been a very difficult period for many. Sadly 

there is still nothing much to advertise by way of 

events. I hope that you will continue to walk and if 

you do go on any particularly good walks that I have 

not previously suggested, do provide some details so 

that we might, through Focus, encourage others to try 

them out. I am also enjoying the harvest season on 

my allotment – notwithstanding the gardening jobs 

that Lorraine is suggesting still need attention. 

 

In last month’s Focus I mentioned that we need a 

new editor for the magazine. That still stands, so if 

you would like to become involved do get in touch 

with me or with the chairman, Michael Ayre. I hope 

that you will also have picked up on the fact that we 

have two vacancies for parish councillors. If you are 

interested please contact the clerk, Alison Marshall, 

or talk to an existing councillor (listed on page 3) to 

find out more about what it involves. It does not need 

to be too arduous a role, but the strength of the 

community does rely on such involvement.  

 

I hope that you have noticed that Peter Hargood has 

taken on writing the Sky at Night articles. If there are 

particular aspects which you would like him to say 

something about, do ask (either directly or through 

Focus). I would be happy to introduce other regular 

articles if any villagers have particular knowledge or 

interest in an area which might also be of interest to 

others. I feel that these articles - such as Jenny 

Garne’s Nature Notes, Lorraine Colebrook’s Garden 

articles, our poetry page, Tina Ayre’s farming month 

and Clive Hamblin’s Legal Eagle - do give the 

magazine that bit of extra interest. 

 

That is enough by way of an introduction to this 

month’s magazine, with apologies that it is a little 

slimmer than usual. I hope that you enjoy reading it 

and that you are able to do so in your deckchair with 

a nice cool drink. 

 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 

From Loreen Large 

How many Focus readers would be for or against 

having a page of little announcements of Births, 

Deaths and Marriages?  In times such as the last 3 

months, when we've had to isolate, and not been able 

to go out to hear local information and what's going 

on, it would be nice to know (or read) who has 

entered the world or left us, and to know a little bit 

more news of the village and around about, that we 

hadn't heard.  I would be most interested to know 

your comments. 
 

I would be only too happy to have such a regular 

column in Focus, but it would rely on people letting 

me know of details to be included in Focus because 

my spy network is not yet good enough for me to be 

able to obtain the information without a little 

assistance. So, if you would like to have such a 

column, please support Loreen and provide 

information in future – Ed. 
 

 

From Pat Green    

 

Due to the loss of our mum Mrs Gladys Parker we 

would like to thank everyone that either sent a card 

or for the kind heart felt wishes we received 

 

Pat and Wendy 

 

 

From Marjorie Maynard  

 

My grateful thanks for everyone’s cards and kind 

words since losing Ken. 

 

Due to Covid 19 restrictions, a private, Family 

cremation will take place. 

 

A thanksgiving service will be held at a later date. 

 

 

Roy Jones 
 

Pat Jones sent me some information about her 

husband, Roy, who died recently, aged almost 98. He 

and Pat had lived in Raddon between 2009 and 2016 

(when Roy went into the Dunkirk Residential Home).  

 

Pat sent me an interesting interview carried out by 

her granddaughter, Amy, in 2003, as part of a school 

project. In it Roy described how he had served in the 

Second World War in Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Italy, 

Palestine and Greece, between 1940 (almost straight 

out of school) and 1946, being a Captain in the 

Royal Artillery. He also gave some insight into 

life in the 1940s. I have the interview, but as it 

runs to 7 or 8 pages I am not reprinting it here, 

however, I am sure that Pat would be happy to 

share it with any interested readers.  
 

 
 

 
The Exeter Inn - All nicely painted and ready to be used.
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Thorverton Parish Council 
The following report is based on the draft Minutes from the Parish 

Council meeting held in July 2020.  The full meeting minutes can be 

found on the notice board in School Lane and on the Website.   

The next meeting will take place on September 8
th
 2020. 

Clerk: Alison Marshall thorvertonpc@gmail.com 

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk   

 
 

Co-option of two new Parish Councillors: Do you care about your Community? Do you have some time to put to 

a good cause? Do you want to make a difference in your local area? Do you want to represent the views of local 

people? If you want to be involved in shaping the future of your local Community why not apply to become a 

Parish Councillor? For more information and an application form contact the Clerk, Alison Marshall, on e-mail 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com or ‘phone 01392 861228. Closing date for applications is 1
st
 September 2020. To qualify 

a person must be a British subject, 18 or over and an elector. They must reside within Thorverton Parish, or within 

3 miles of the boundary, or occupy as owner or tenant any land or premises therein, or have their principal or only 

place of work there and must not be disqualified from holding office as a Councillor.   

 

A new Vice Chairman: Cllr Andrew Foster is now the Vice Chairman of the Parish Council. Some small changes 

were also made to the list of councillor responsibilities and working groups, which will be reviewed again when we 

have a full team of councillors.  

 

Planning matters:   
i) 20/00553/FULL revised drawings - erection of an agricultural storage building with formation of access track at 

9 Silver Street, Thorverton. Application withdrawn. 

ii) 20/00812/LBC listed building consent - replacement of door joinery in porch extensions and timber windows at 

Higher Dunseller, Thorverton. No comment was submitted regarding this application. 

iii) 20/00465/FULL erection of 2 storey extension and alterations to existing dwelling following demolition of 

existing garage; creation of new access; erection of garage including store and sheep shelter and ancillary attic 

space; associated landscaping, Higher Mill, Thorverton. Granted.  

iv) 20/00310/HOUSE and 20/00311/LBC removal of lean to roof to courtyard outbuildings; erection of single 

storey rear extension and alterations to fenestration and part replacement of outbuilding roof covering from 

corrugated metal to tiles at Bridge House, Thorverton. Granted. 

 

 Re-opening of the play and gym equipment at the Recreation Ground: Following a review of up to date 

guidance it was resolved that the play and gym equipment could be re-opened to the public with effect from July 

18
th 

2020.  Anyone using the site will need to take note of the new signage displayed on gates and equipment, and 

follow the guidance on the signs.  

 

Dark Lane wall repairs: You may have noticed that the wall repairs are well underway and may even be 

completed by the time you read this note. It is anticipated that 50% of the total cost of the works will be covered by 

grant funding from the DCC Highways Maintenance Community Enhancement Fund.  

 

New Cemetery: The Council is in the process of investigating the possibility of purchasing a larger parcel of land 

than had first been anticipated on the site off Dark Lane, where the new Cemetery is planned, and discussion is 

ongoing with the current land owner. The idea behind this is to ascertain whether there is any scope to add 

additional facilities, such as a community orchard, tennis court and/or allotments, on the site.   

 

Your Parish Council members: 

Neville Lane (Chairman), Stuart Crang, Sam Fice, Andrew Foster, John Hodge, Graham Sims, David Waldron, 

Keely Wells.    Clerk - Alison Marshall. Handyman - Neville Matthews.  

 

 

 

http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 
Ltd  
supporting  THORVERTON POST OFFICE            

 

Now we have 202 TCT members, people who have 

given £10 (per annum), to help keep TCT Ltd’s 

newsagent and stationers business afloat, so that it 

can continue to house and support Thorverton Post 

Office. That little extra really does help us, so please 

do your bit if you haven’t already done so and 

encourage your friends and neighbours to do the 

same. 

 

Thank you for using the post office and the shop. We 

do keep quite busy . If you can’t see what you want 

or need, do ask since it may be hidden away and if 

not, we can try to order what it for you. New stock 

usually arrives within a couple of days.  

 

We can only have one customer at a time in our 

building due to social distancing requirements, so 

thank you for your patience if you have to queue 

outside. You might need a brolly if it’s wet, but you 

can park very easily FREE right outside! Also please 

remember to wear a face covering INSIDE the 

building. 

 

Having your newspaper delivered will help to reduce 

queues. This service has been offered free since 

lockdown and has been undertaken by a team of 

volunteers – many thanks folks. 

 

The post office closes at 12.00 on Saturdays. We do 

seem to have quite a lot of customers arriving just 

before that or even well after!   Also, if you are in the 

queue and the postman arrives, he has priority so 

please let him go into the post office first. He is 

working to a tight schedule. 

 

You can pay your TCT subscription and/or donation 

in cash, by cheque or payment online. Thorverton 

Cooperative Trust Ltd,  Cooperative Bank  sort code  

08 92 99,   account number  65176665. 

Make sure that your name appears first in the 

payment reference so that we understand who the 

payment is from.  

 

With thanks, 

Heather Kershaw    01392 860419  

TCT Ltd Chair, Company Secretary and Membership 

Secretary  

Post Office/TCT Shop    01392 860455 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 

 

I/we ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

(address + 

postcode)…………………………………………………………………………………….......................................................... 

 

(e-

mail)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the provisions 

of its Memorandum and Articles of Association (see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 

 

OR 

wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 

 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2020– 5/2021 (cheques payable to Thorverton Co-operative 

Trust Ltd) 

TCT bank details are :                                                                                                                                             Thorverton 

Cooperative Trust Ltd   The Cooperative Bank  sort code  08 92 99   account number  65176665 

I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these contact details for the purposes of running TCT Ltd and Thorverton Post 

Office. I understand that these details will not be shared with third parties. 

 

(signature(s))……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to                                                

Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary    c/o  Thorverton Post Office,  

post/deliver to  TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS 

or pay online 
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Notices 
 

THORVERTON PARISH 

COUNCIL 
   

Vacancy for two Parish Councillors 
 

Do you care about your Community? 

 

Do you have some time to put to a good cause? 

 

Do you have expertise which could benefit your 

Community? 

 

Do you want to make a difference in your local area? 

 

Do you want to represent the views of local people? 

If you want to make a difference and be involved in 

shaping the future of your local Community, why not 

apply?  

 

Thorverton Parish Council is looking for two new 

Parish Councillors. If you are interested, or would 

like more information, please contact Alison 

Marshall on e-mail thorvertonpc@gmail.com or 

phone 01392 861228 for an application form. 

 

Closing date for applications –  

5pm on Tuesday 1
st
 September 2020 

 

To qualify, a person must be a British subject, over 

18 years old and an elector. They must reside within 

Thorverton Parish (or within 3 miles of the 

boundary) or occupy as owner or tenant any land or 

premises therein, or have their principal or only place 

of work there, and must not be disqualified from 

holding office as a Councillor. 

 

TCT   SHOP + Thorverton Post Office       

Opening hours       

Mon - Fri    9.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 – 5.30 

Sat               8.00 – 12.00 (PO opens at 9.00) 

Sun              9.00 – 10.30 (newsagent only, PO 

closed) 

Pre-paid-for papers will be delivered or can be put in 

the box  

from 8.00 every weekday and on Saturdays   

and from 9.00 on Sundays 

 

Mobile Library back in action 

 

To begin with this will be through a contactless 

service called Choose and Collect.  Library staff will 

ask about your taste in reading and select five books 

for you which they will issue to your ticket and put in 

a bag for you to collect from your usual stop. 

 

Staff have been phoning ticket holders about this, but 

if you have not heard from them and would like to 

use this service, contact Tiverton Library at on 01884 

244644 tiverton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk. 

New customers are always welcome.  Contact the 

library to set up membership.   

 

The mobile library is scheduled to visit Thorverton 

Quarry Car Park from 15.45 to 16.20 on Thursday 

August 20
th

 and at the same time on Thursday 

September 17
th
.  

 

Free parking to boost town centre 

spending 
  

Mid Devon District Council (MDDC) is introducing 

free parking in its main towns as it continues to 

support the economic revival of the district. 

 

From 1st August to the 30th September, visitors will 

be able to claim two hours free parking in selected 

car parks in Crediton, Cullompton and Tiverton. 

 

The following car parks will allow a two hour free 

parking period between 8:00am and 6:00pm: 

• Market Place, Tiverton 

• Market Street, Crediton 

• Station Road, Cullompton 

 

A 'free ticket' from the machine must still be 

displayed on arrival by entering the last 3 digits of 

the car's registration number and pressing the green 

button to print. 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP - COVID-19 
 

Our priority is to protect our volunteer drivers 

and patients, hence our position following latest 

government advice is, regrettably, to continue 

with the suspension of our hospital and surgery 

medical appointment car service until further 

notice.   We will return the service as soon as it 

is safe to do so. 
 

If you require any further information, please 

contact Roger Higman (01392 860571) or 

roger.higman@icloud.co 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:roger.higman@icloud.co


Focus on Thorverton  6   Vol 51 No.7 –August 2020 

 

 

                                               

 
Thorverton Royal British Legion 

This year because on the Coronavirus we are unable 

to hold our annual cream tea, but on Saturday 8
th

 

August we will still organize our cream tea delivery 

service, delivered to your front door, high levels of 

health and hygiene are always observed, hand 

sanitiser and gloves will be used during the 

production and delivery.  

 

Last year we delivered 191 teas which was absolutely 

brilliant, is it possible this year we can top last years 

figure and reach 200?? It certainly won’t be for the 

want of trying. The cost is £3.75 each.  

 

We would like to give a free cream tea to any one in 

our poppy appeal area who works for the NHS in 

recognition and appreciation of what you have done 

in the past few months dealing with the Coronavirus. 

All proceeds are in aid of the NHS “Help Us Help 

You” the “Poppy Appeal” and Thorverton RBL 

Branch/Community fund. Please support if you can. 

Contact Alex or Penny Fice Tel.861136. E-mail 

srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Legion with the parish council’s permission have 

been looking after the Jubilee green during the 

summer months as a village community project, we 

have been cutting the grass once a week and have 

recut the three flower beds and planted five new 

roses also the four granite troughs by the railings 

have been planted out with bedding plants, the stream 

has also been weeded and cleaned out and also just 

keeping the whole area tidy.   

 

The RBL would like to thank the people who have 

kindly sponsored the flowers John Mortimore, 

Brian/Pam White, Sam/Nic Fice, Rob/Cindy Flack, 

Hilary/Doug Lawson, Helen/Tim Ratcliffe and 

Penny/Alex Fice. The grass cutting team are Rob 

Flack, Dom Carbines, Sam & Alex Fice. 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 
‘When will it be safe to open the Hall?’ was one of 

the matters under consideration at a recent meeting of 

the TMH management committee. After some 

discussion the consensus of all members was that the 

Hall should not open yet due to the risk to both the 

users and volunteers (mostly members). 

  

We appreciate that staying closed for several more 

months may have a knock-on effect for some groups 

and events but we agreed that we should be 

cautious and see the effects that lifting the lockdown 

restrictions during the Autumn has generally before 

making any decision to open up and return to the 

more ‘normal’ use of the Hall. It was agreed to keep 

the situation under review, but it is unlikely to be 

possible to open before Christmas, we will keep you 

updated. 

  

Some of you will already know that we were not 

successful in our bid for grant funding to replace the 

paving at the back of the Hall. In response to our 

query, Viridor Credits said that although they 

recognised it was a good project there were simply 

too many applications and not enough funding this 

time round and apparently this is unlikely to change 

in the future due to the economic climate. We will 

look at other sources of funding, but it was decided to 

put the project on hold for the time being. 

 

Despite the disappointing news, we are very grateful 

to Viridor Credits for the amount of grant funding 

they have already given us which has made the Hall 

such an attractive and useful space that we are 

looking forward to using again as soon as it is safe. 

We already have weddings booked for next year so 

fingers crossed! 

 

Thanks again to all those who supported our 

application. 

 

Please get in touch if any queries on 860215. Many 

thanks 

 

Clare O’Connor 
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Church Services and News 
 

 
 

We have also decided to offer a Sunday service 

via Zoom (a video conferencing system) details 

below:  

11am Zoom Church Service 
(a repeat of the telephone service but the added 

bonus of being able to see people if you use your 

computer to log in) 
 

For the Zoom service you either need to click the 

link below on your computer (which will take 

you to the service) or ring the telephone number 

to connect to the audio. 
 

 

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05te

VpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 960 5149 8892 
 

Password: Church 
 

Telephone 

Dial by your location.  

Tel: 0208 080 6591   

Meeting ID: 960 5149 8892  Password: 591980 

 

The Church is still here 

 

Following the easing of Government restrictions, 

some of our church buildings are now open for 

private prayer. There is a list below of which 

churches are open and the days and times you can 

visit. We remain committed to supporting our local 

communities and doing what we can to keep 

everyone safe. 

 

We are assessing the protocols to open for small 

services of worship, there are many regulations that 

we will need to adhere to and a limited number of 

volunteers to assist us. 

In the meantime, we continue to worship together 

each Sunday, on the telephone and using Zoom. Just 

follow the instructions on the website to join us. We 

also have a booklet with simple services and prayers 

that can be downloaded for use in the home. 

 

If you have any questions relating to weddings, 

baptism or funerals, please get in touch with our 

Rector Katie Cross who can assist you. 

 

One of the key things we can continue to do in this 

unsettling time is to pray. We have been praying both 

for our communities and the world, for people near 

and far as we grapple with the current pandemic and 

asking God for his guidance and peace. 

 

Although we may not be meeting together just yet, 

church life continues, so do please keep in touch! 

 

Katie Cross 

THE NETHEREXE PARISHES 

Private Prayer and Contemplation.   

Our Churches will be open, or closed, as follows:  

 

Brampford Speke  

Remains closed at this time. 

 

Cadbury 

Open Saturdays 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

 

Huxham   

Remains closed at this time  

 

Newton St Cyres   

Open Fridays 4:00 – 6:00 pm  

[please wear face covering] 

 

Poltimore    

Remains closed at this time  

 

Netherexe   

Remains closed at this time 

 

Rewe  

Open Wednesday 8:00 am – 12:00 noon &  

Saturdays 1:00 – 5:00 pm 

 

Stoke Canon    

Open Thursdays 9:30 am -11:30 am & 

Sundays 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

 

Thorverton   

Open Wednesdays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm &  

Saturdays 4:00-6:00 pm  

 

Upton Pyne    

Remains closed at this time. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
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Parish Letter 
 

We must act now! 

 

What we have all endured over these recent months 

has been an experience we never want to repeat, and 

certainly could not have predicted.  Aside from all 

the suffering and grief that many have sadly 

experienced, I would imagine we have all learned 

something from this, and are able to move forwards 

with a different attitude towards one another, perhaps 

a different view of our priorities, and what is really 

important in the world around us. 

 

Although Lent and Easter have come and gone 

without the usual celebrations, I am sure we have all 

had time to reflect on many things in our daily lives 

which previously we just took for granted.  This year 

for my Lent read I decided on a book by Ruth 

Valerio, titled ‘Saying Yes to Life’, which looks at 

God’s creation and how we have misused and 

damaged so much of it.  As Christian believers we 

are obliged to care for our neighbours, and the 

creation that God has so generously given us.  In the 

past I have to confess that I have not taken seriously 

enough what I have heard about climate change and 

global warming. 

 

In our churches I wonder if we focus too much on the 

God of ‘salvation’, and overlook the God of 

‘creation’, whereas in reality they are one and the 

same.  This is important as sadly each year we 

witness the ever-increasing destruction of our planet.  

The essential elements we need in order to survive 

are sunlight, water, land, and seed-bearing vegetation 

for food: 

 

‘Sunlight’ is the foundation of all life - without it 

nothing exists, yet through ever increasing CO2 

emissions, and other toxic gasses, we are increasingly 

polluting the atmosphere. 

 

‘Water’ likewise is indeed life - but sadly the rivers 

and seas are being polluted at an alarming rate. 

Currently 60% of the world’s population can’t access 

sufficient clean water to meet their needs.  Nearly all 

the heat arising from excess CO2 in the atmosphere 

goes into the oceans, leading to the destruction of 

coral reefs and sea life.   

 

‘Land’ grabbing is tragically one of the main causes 

of so much poverty, as others accumulate great 

wealth.  There is enough food produced to feed the 

entire world, the trouble is that it is unfairly 

distributed, and huge amounts are wasted, especially 

in our prosperous Western nations.  

 

Climate change is affecting and harming much of 

God’s created order.  This includes both plant and 

animal life. Seasonal weather patterns have changed, 

which have an adverse effect on agriculture and 

animal survival.   

 

With the recent shutdown of industry in so many 

countries, due to Covid-19, there has been an 

immediate reduction in CO2 levels.  If this is not 

sustained and global warming does not reduce from 

two degrees to one point five worldwide, we will lose 

many species, and three times as many people will be 

exposed to water shortages, and insufficient food, 

leading to chaos. 

   

Everything we buy uses resources from both land and 

sea.  We need to buy and waste less in order to take 

better care of our planet.  As human beings we have a 

responsibility to do our part in addressing the plight 

of creation as it is today.  God is always beside us, so 

we are not left to face these problems on our own.  

 

It is good to focus on the world in which we live - the 

God who made it - our place within it - and how we 

treat, value, and look after the whole of creation. We 

know the poor conditions in which some animals are 

reared - the misuse of chemicals - the destruction 

through climate change - the urgent need to reduce 

CO2 emission levels - the damage plastics are doing 

to animals, people, and the planet.  We must join our 

voices with others and protest.  Prayer reminds us we 

cannot do this without God’s help, but we must act 

now. 

 

Revd. Tony Lane, Newton St Cyres 
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Baptist Church 
 

‘Back to normal by Christmas.’   

 

This is the aspiration of the Prime Minister, though I 

could not help noting that some of his scientific and 

medical advisers were rather less sanguine about the 

prospect.  It would certainly be highly fitting if we 

did see a relative return to normality by the end of the 

year.  We shall see. 

 

In the meantime, what is preoccupying Christians of 

all backgrounds is the question of when we shall be 

able to resume our normal patterns of worship and 

witness.  The theoretical official response to the issue 

is that we are allowed to do so right now, provided 

all the regulations concerning hygiene, social 

distancing and so on are strictly adhered to.  Some 

churches have in fact resumed Sunday services.  A 

longstanding friend from the Midlands recently 

reported her delight that she had been able to attend a 

service at the Parish Church where she is a dedicated 

member, and naturally we share her joy.  Most 

churches, however, have not opened their doors for 

worship, considering that the restrictions which 

would continue to apply are such that the conditions 

for enjoying free and full worship would not be met. 

 

The main issue is the ban on singing, held by many 

Christians to be an essential element of worship.  The 

argument is that if we are not allowed to sing in 

church it is hardly worth holding a service of public 

worship, since we can already experience the other 

elements, such as prayer and the public reading of the 

Scriptures, during the online services we are now 

becoming used to.  The Apostle Paul exhorts his 

readers (Ephesians 5:19) to ‘speak together with 

psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making music in your hearts to the Lord.’ 

 

Churches in Germany and France are allowed to 

resume services but not to sing.  It is alleged that the 

act of singing projects droplet particles at a greater 

rate than any other activity and would therefore be a 

potentially dangerous practice.  However, a recent 

article in The Church Times, entitled ‘It is time to 

sing again,’ challenges this assertion.  It begins with 

the horror story of a Washington choir practice 

following which 53 of the 61 participants fell ill 

within a few days.  Three ended up in hospital and 

two later died.  Of course, the media were quick to 

respond with headlines such as ‘Choir practice turns 

fatal.  Coronavirus is to blame.’ It all seemed so 

obvious. Singing caused the spread of the virus and 

singing had to be banned. 

 

But in fact, it wasn’t so obvious.  The article reports 

that further research has demonstrated that at a 

distance of around half a metre almost no air 

movement can be detected, regardless of how loud 

the sound was and what pitch was sung.  So .... if it 

wasn’t singing that caused the tragic outcome of that 

Washington Choir’s casualties, then what was it? 

  Almost certainly the response is very simple and it 

is the one that lockdown has been all about over 

these months - large numbers of people gathered 

indoors in close proximity.  And if church services 

resumed with packed pews, or even with people 

sitting at a ‘normal’ distance from each other, the 

result would obviously be ideal conditions for the 

virus to spread.  It is the maintenance of social 

distancing that would curb it, not a ban on singing. 

 

In addition to singing, worship and fellowship go 

together.  A service where physical and social 

contacts are severely limited would fall far short of 

what most worshippers would hope to gain from 

meeting together with other believers on a Sunday. 

 

For the above and other reasons, it is perhaps not 

surprising that churches are not rushing to open their 

doors for public worship once more.  It does indeed 

seem wise to make time for a period of reflection and 

exchange of views before coming to a decision ... in 

the meantime, we must possess our souls in patience. 

 The old Baptist hymn: ‘Blest be the tie that binds’ 

sums up our feelings while waiting: 

 

When for a time we part, this thought will soothe our 

pain, 

 that we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to 

meet again.’ 

 

Maurice Harrison 

 
 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

Exciting times at the tennis club with the floodlights 

having been upgraded in July and the court 

resurfacing just under way. The resurfacing will 

mean that the courts are out of action probably until 

mid-September. Club members will be able to play at 

Exwick or Sandford during that period, but they 

should check the club’s website for availability first.   

 

For any information on the club please visit the 

website www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk, or 

contact the membership secretary Laura Leigh on 

01647 24259. 

 
 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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The Good Old Days? 
 

More 40s and 50s recollections 

 

Family Fatherings 

 

In the 1950s, although we all lived relatively close to 

each other, members of my family did not socialise a 

great deal among themselves.  In fact, we were rarely 

in each others’ homes, although we did set out now 

and again to visit our Birmingham relatives.  This 

was something of an expedition involving three 

buses.  There was always the risk of finding they 

were not at home since we had no way of letting 

them know we were coming except by the rather 

uncertain method of exchanging postcards.  There 

were, however, two exceptions to this general lack of 

social contact. 

 

The first was for cousins’ birthday parties.  These 

always involved lots of cake, jelly, trifle and 

blancmange.  We tucked in with a spoon in our right 

hand and a piece of bread and butter(more often 

margarine) in our left so as to eke out the 

unaccustomed treats.  The ceremony was often 

presided over by two of my aunts, Strict Baptists 

with severe exteriors and hearts of gold.  They were 

both full of wise sayings that they would come out 

with at regular intervals - ‘A stitch in time saves 

nine;’ ‘Too many cooks spoil the broth;’ ‘Many 

hands make light work.’  

 

These proverbs sometimes took on a more ominous, 

Victorian tone concerning the younger generation: 

‘Children should be seen and not heard;’ ‘Spare the 

rod and spoil the child;’ ‘ The Devil finds work for 

idle hands to do.’  In fact, the Devil never had much 

of a look-in with Aunty Mabel and Aunty Ada.  Their 

hands were never idle.  They were continually 

engaged in good works.  It was only when I was 

older and penetrated their armour of severeness that I 

perceived them for what they were - selfless saints. 

 

The other exception to our lack of social involvement 

was Christmas Eve.  This was when all my Dad’s 

family, i.e. the six siblings and their spouses, together 

with all their children, gathered to celebrate at the 

home of one of them, in turn.  There was never a 

meal, just a get-together with sandwiches, cakes, 

biscuits, nuts, dates and plenty to drink.  Even my 

two Baptist aunts, normally teetotal, could be 

prevailed upon to take a small sherry on these 

occasions, ‘because it’s Christmas.’  As for me, with 

my Methodist Temperance background and self-

righteous temperament, no alcohol was going to pass 

my lips - even at Christmas! 

 

As houses were small, we normally spread ourselves 

out between two rooms, but invariably came together 

towards the end of the evening so that everybody 

could contribute their ‘party piece’ - a song, poem, 

recitation, musical item (two of my cousins played 

trumpet and trombone).  We all joined in at the 

appropriate moment, such as singing the chorus to 

The Twelve Days of Christmas.  This was followed 

by the exchange of presents.  Such were the simple 

pleasures of those days.  When the time came for the 

party to break up, around midnight, everyone faced 

the prospect of a walk home, which would inevitably 

involve several miles for some. 

 

(More reminiscences next time.) 
 

Maurice Harrison  

 

 

Ringing in the change 
 

From the start of the Covid crisis there has been a lot 

of confusing messaging from both Government and 

the media about what is open and what is shut.  

Wyndham House has been open throughout; our 

whole team, along with our fantastic group of Bertie 

drivers, keeping our services running as close to 

normal as possible.   

 

The biggest change for us has been the need to limit 

the amount of close face to face contact and ensure 

the number of patients in the surgery at any one time 

is as low as possible.  This means we are doing far 

more telephone, video and email consultations.  This 

does not mean the medical model of history, 

examination, investigation and diagnosis has changed 

but sometimes we are choosing to do it in a different 

order or trialling a treatment sooner.  Telephone 

consulting is more difficult for both patient and 

doctor so here are a few tips that can help us help 

you.  If there is a particular time of day that is easier 

for you to speak on the phone please let us know 

when you book the appointment.  If you have more 

than one problem to discuss please mention this at 

the beginning of the consultation.  If you need to 

speak to a GP about a non-clinical matter eg updating 

sick note, please, if possible, use the eConsultation 

option via our website. If you are happy to use your 

mobile phone for a video consultation let us know 

when booking your appointment.  We encourage all 

our patients to see their own GP whenever possible 

as the continuity this produces enhances the clinical 

care we can give.  This is even more important with 

telephone consulting.  Our reception team will ask 

each patient when booking who they normally see 

and if they are happy to wait until that GP is next 

available; we encourage everyone to do so.  Of 

course, if you need to speak to a GP on the same day 
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we will ensure this is the case.  Currently the system 

is working very well.  We are seeing all the patients 

that need to be examined or require blood tests. 

Referrals to the hospital are continuing normally. The 

waiting time to see a GP or nurse is the same as 

before Covid.   

 

Once again we have scored very highly in the 

National Patient Survey with 96% of our patients 

reporting good or excellent satisfaction with the 

service we provide.  An amazing 100% of those 

responding to the surgery gave our reception team 

top marks.  We continue to strive to provide this 

same high level of care and access, we are just 

delivering it in a slightly different way. 

 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 

 

The Friends of Wyndham House Surgery 

In the hope that the rules on accessibility will be 

eased the Annual General Meeting of the 

Friends of Wyndham House Surgery will be held 

on the 7th October 2020 at 2.30pm in the 

Community Hall, Silverton. 

Dr Anthony O'Brien will speak about  "virtual 

medicine". 

 

All are welcome. 

In the event that cancellation is necessary we will 

endeavour to give the matter the widest 

possible publicity 

 

 
Funnies 
Many a true word …. 

 

1.   Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in 

case you have to eat them.  
    

2.   Always read stuff that wouldn’t embarrass you if 

you died while reading it.  
    

3.   Drive carefully... It's not only cars that can be 

recalled by their Maker.  
    

4.   If you can't be kind, at least have the decency to 

be vague.  
    

5.   If you lend someone £20 and never see that 

person again, it was probably worth it.  
    

6.   Never buy a car you can't push.  
    

7.   Never put both feet in your mouth at the same 

time, because then you won't have a leg to stand on.  
    

8.   Nobody cares if you can't dance well.  Just get up 

and dance.  
 

9.   Accept the fact that some days you're the pigeon, 

and some days you're the statue!  
 

10.  At the end of the game of chess, the kings and 

pawns all go back into the same box. 
    

11. When everything's coming your way, you might 

be in the wrong lane.  
    

12. Birthdays are good for you. The more you have, 

the longer you live.  
    

13. You may be only one person in the world, but 

you may be the world to one person. 
 

14. A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the 

scenery on a detour. 
 

15. Look after our earth – there is no planet B.   

 

 

Recipe 
Croque Monsieur 

 

A fried or grilled ham and cheese sandwich is a 

favourite in France, but excellent when made with 

Devonshire ingredients! Butter slices of artisan white 

bread add a slice of ham, and thin slices of cheddar 

cheese. Press firmly together and fry in a little goose 

fat [if possible, or fat of your choice] until golden 

brown on both sides.  

 

Excellent with a glass of apple juice. 

 

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Devon 



Focus on Thorverton  12   Vol 51 No.7 –August 2020 

 

 

Poetry  
 

Wolves 

 

 
 

Most children have never seen a wolf, nor is it likely 

they will ever want to. This in part is because of 

stories like Little Red Riding Hood, Three Little 

Pigs, and Peter and the Wolf that are less than fair on 

wolves. 

  

The following account is accurate and may well be 

read or told to children to correct a widespread 

misconception of a much maligned and rapidly 

dwindling species (curiously a version can be found 

in Peter Wehlleben's marvellous book, The Hidden 

Life of Trees.) 

  

Wolves disappeared from Yellowstone, the world's 

first national park in America, about 100 years ago.  

The effect? Deer and elk herds in the park multiplied, 

devouring and destroying the aspens, willows and 

cottonwoods that lined the streams. Vegetation of all 

kinds declined, and the animals that depended on 

these also disappeared. 

  

In 1995 fourteen wolves were reintroduced into the 

park, but nobody expected the miracle that the 

wolves would set in motion.  It all started with the 

wolves hunting the deer, which brought about a rapid 

lowering of their numbers. The presence of the 

wolves also encouraged these to avoid the areas 

where they were an easy prey. 

  

The absence of deer in these areas allowed plants to 

grow again.  Poplars and willow trees flourished, and 

things really began to change. With the trees and 

shrubs came more berries and insects.  Because of 

this, different kinds of birds returned to the national 

park.  But the growing tree population attracted 

another species. 

  

The beavers, which had totally disappeared from the 

region, returned.  Their dams attracted otters, water 

rats and various reptiles.  The wolves also killed 

coyotes, so that the mouse and rabbit populations 

flourished. This attracted red foxes, stoats, badgers 

and falcons to the park.  Even the white-headed eagle 

population rose. 

 

So, all thanks to the big bad wolves, Yellowstone 

National park reverted to the paradise it once used to 

be. This cannot be said for Washington State, which 

is about to eliminate its remaining wolves.  

 

 
Andrew Hoellering 

 

 

Connected 

 

Oh, Hello! 

What are you doing up there? 

Sorrowful eyes stare back unblinking 

across a bridge of space 

halfway up a tall tomato plant. 

 

For a moment we are connected. 

All movement frozen, 

wondering what the other will do. 

Slowly I back away. 

 

I have intruded upon a second of vulnerability. 

In that infinitesimal fraction of time 

an understanding and contract 

have been forged. 

 

Liquid eyes of such depth and pleading 

have overcome my curiosity  

and desire to stay with toad.  

I must retreat. 

 

However, I feel privileged  

to have shared time 

with such a creature. 

To have understood our interdependency 

and the need for diplomatic goodwill. 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Flu Victims 1918 

 
Avian viruses have been around 

millions of year, no trouble to their hosts, 

but when they hitch a birdshit lift to pigs 

they meet an immune system that requires 

them to mutate in order to survive. 

 

A hungry US soldier eats a chop, 

the swine ‘flu virus takes another trip, 

it’s lethal in his lungs, infection spreads 

from his cough’s aerosol, his body drowns 

in its own fluid, turning a shade of blue. 

 

Fit-seeming soldiers, unwitting carriers, 

embark for European battlefields. 

A few of these will meet young Phyllis Burn, 

who drives a Red Cross ambulance in France, 

bussing the gassed and broken soldiers back 

to hospital in the last months of war. 

She knows this place of suffering and pain – 

row upon row of huts, the “nightingales”, 

the surgeons, orderlies, the stretchers borne 

along muddy tracks to the final trench. 

 

The end of war in sight, she travels home 

to Strawberry Hill. One day of rest and then 

 

the fever stirs. To spare her family 

she moves to lodgings a few streets away 

and dies within the week. It is the peak 

of the pandemic with many buried 

in cardboard coffins or newspapers, 

but Phyllis’s mother has her body laid 

in a lead-lined coffin and placed beside 

her father in the family vault. 

 

Eighty years on, the virologists are keen 

to enter this, now desecrated, tomb 

in a quest to sequence the swine ‘flu’s gnome, 

to suss out the source of its virulence. 

They hope to find the undegraded virus, 

eight genes intact, coding for ten proteins, 

in Phyllis’s lung. Reverse genetics 

will lead to vaccines that can be used 

to thwart the agent of mass destruction 

that epidemiologists agree 

is only a matter of time away. 

 

Chris Cousins 

 

With apologies to Chris that I failed to print this 

far sooner, as he gave me this poem a couple of 

months ago – Ed 

 

 

 

Today, dear Lord, I’m 80 

 

Today, dear Lord, I’m 80 

And there’s much I haven’t done, 

So I hope you’ll let me stick around 

Until I’m 81. 

 

But if I haven’t finished then 

All that I want to do, 

Perhaps you’d let me stay awhile  

Until I’m 82. 

 

There are places that I’d like to go 

So very much to see, 

Do you think that you could let me stay 

Until I’m 83? 

 

The world is changing very fast, 

So very much in store, 

I’d like to think that I could live 

Until I’m 84. 

 

Every day brings something new 

So I’d like to stay alive 

And see what changes come about 

If I’m here at 85. 

 

There’s still so much to do on earth,  

So many things to fix, 

I’d like to stay a little more, 

Until I’m 86. 

 

I know, dear Lord, it’s a lot to ask – 

(And it must be nice in Heaven), 

But I think I’d really like to stay 

Until I’m 87. 

 

I know by then I won’t be fast 

And sometimes I’ll be late, 

But it surely would be so nice to be 

Around at 88. 

 

I will have seen so many things, 

Such memories will be mine, 

But I think it might be good to leave 

By the time I’m 89! 

 
Anon.  Submitted by Fiona Harrison 
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A Year on our Farm – July 
 

Last month Jenny Garne finished off her nature notes 

saying July days are known as “dog days”. Well it 

certainly has been the case at Ratcliffe!  Our young 

collie bitch had 5 puppies at the beginning of the 

month. We bought her 12 months ago as a part 

trained sheep dog, she is ISDS registered . This was a 

planned pregnancy but we won’t keep any of her 

puppies this time.   

 

We like to always have 3 working sheep dogs, there 

is too much work for 2 and they slow down 

considerably after 10 years old. Our oldest is an 8 

year old dog, Reg trained him, he does what he’s told 

when he’s told, a faithful dog. We have a 5 year old 

bitch, Reg trained her, a strong dog, she’s more, does 

what she’s told when she wants to! she thinks she 

knows best, but she’s always keen. Then the young 

one is 2yrs and Reg finished off her training. She’s 

good at close work, more slow and steady. They will 

all work for all of us, although better for Reg, none of 

them would embarrass us at a dog trial. They all have 

their strong points and are used accordingly for the 

job that needs doing. Anyone coming to our farm, see 

and hear noisy aggressive looking dogs; and when 

they are on their chains they certainly are excellent 

guard dogs. For us they are good working sheep 

dogs, and we wouldn’t be able to manage all our 

sheep without them. 

 

My little spaniel has settled in very well, she loves all 

people and all dogs. She’s gained some weight, 

which is good as she was far too thin. Reg and I have 

been doing heel work with her on and off the lead, 

and to give her varied experiences I’ve been taking 

her to the Millennium field regularly. What a lovely 

village amenity that is.  

 

We took delivery of all next year’s 

fertilizer, the price fluctuates with oil 

prices, so was quite low and we have the 

space to store it. We took away all our 

years recycling. Farmers are not allowed to 

burn or bury plastic, and we have to have 

evidence of how we dispose of it; so we 

sort it in big dumpy bags and take it to a 

private recycling centre, we are charged 

for it.  

 

We bought some cattle privately they’re 

grazing the meadow. We cut grass to be 

made into hay, and after 5 or 6 days of 

over-cast weather, the sun shone as our 

baler drove through the gate, and we have 

made  about 900 little bales and 27 big 

round bales of hay which is all stacked in 

barns ready for the winter. This sounds 

like a lot of hard work handling little bales, and there 

is some physical work for all of us. However, we 

have an attachment that trails behind the baler that 

leaves bales in the field in 8s, then there is an 

attachment on the fore-loader that picks up the 8s and 

places them on the trailer. The loader operator (Reg) 

can then make a whole load of bales without getting 

off the tractor seat, and this load can be unloaded into 

the Dutch barn with the loader the same way. When 

we want to stack the bales higher than the loader will 

reach, or if they are going into tallets (lofts) then we 

have to handle them by hand. 

We had a very busy week on sheep. We have two 

lots of fixed sheep handling pens, one here at the 

farm and one in a corner of a field where our land 

almost touches Berrysbridge. But there was still a fair 

amount of driving the sheep along the roads. All the 

lambs were weaned, and then gone through again 

with the heavier 250 going off into one field and the 

remainder 380 with the ewe lambs going somewhere 

else. All the ewes were gone through again and 

barreners put in the orchard and the rest taken where 

they were out of ear-shot of their lambs (but they 

forget about them in a day or two). We have sold a 

lot of fat lambs this month and some baron ewes, the 

prices for both were good. 

 

Michael and I went to a farm sale at Chagford, it was 

a beautiful sunny day and Dartmoor and his wife 

were there! It was lovely to be out and be doing an 

“old normal” thing. Michael bought a few breeding 

ewes. We saw some fields of corn cut, and it won’t 

be long before our combine comes out of the shed.  

 

Tina Ayre 
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The Garden in August 
 

This is the first time that I have written an article just 

for August and I was wondering what to put in it. I 

then realised that I have started doing jobs that are 

specific to this time of the year and that there are 

things to be done. Sorry, Neville, not all sitting in 

that deck chair!! 

 

First, check around your roses. Many of them have 

had their amazing display so now is the time to tidy 

them up and maybe, if you are lucky, you will get a 

few more blooms. The exception to this will be the 

roses grown for their display of hips in the autumn. 

When dead-heading, you should cut back about a 

third of the stem. This is a form of summer pruning. 

The other problem for roses at about this time is rust 

and like black spot it thrives with dry conditions and 

undernourished plants. So give your roses a bit of 

tender loving care. If you have a foliar feed, use this 

and water dry ground, a good watering not a sprinkle, 

and then mulch to keep it moist.  Make sure you have 

picked up all dead leaves from around the plants and 

weeded if necessary before mulching. 

 

Summer raspberries are finishing and the fruiting 

stems dying back. Next year’s fruiting stems have 

grown up beside them. Very carefully cut out this 

year’s stems and tie in the new stems. The clue is in 

the colour of the stems. If you get down to ground 

level you will see that the old stems have turned 

woody and brown and the new stems are still green. I 

always start at the bottom of the plant and gradually 

cut my way up the old stem, cutting it bit by bit. It is 

quite easy to cut a new stem by mistake so do not 

hurry over this job. Once tied in, the new stems are 

all in position for next year and it is very satisfying to 

see one job completed and tidy. 

 

All the soft fruit should be harvested by now and a 

general tidy of the ground and mulch will smarten 

them up. They always look a little tired at this time of 

year. Take off any loose netting, but no other pruning 

is needed at this time. The exception will be the 

strawberry plants that will be setting runners in their 

bid to produce new plants. If you wish to propagate 

these runners take the first plant only and plant it in a 

pot leaving it attached to the mother plant. Cut off all 

the rest on that particular runner. Make sure you keep 

it watered and only separate it in the autumn when it 

should have produced a good root system. Do not let 

plants older than two maybe three years keep their 

runners as it will sap the energy of the mother plant 

and no more than two runners per plant. 

 

Onions are ready for harvest from mid-July into 

August. The bulbs are ready when the stems turn 

yellow and topple over. If the bulb is not exposed 

above the soil you can carefully pull the soil away 

from it to let the air dry it out. Chose a dry day and 

carefully lift onions out of the soil. Many growers 

will leave the onions to dry on top of the soil at this 

point. If there is a lot of soil around the roots, 

carefully remove it if possible to speed up the drying 

process. The onions can be left drying for several 

days, even a week or so, if conditions are dry but, if 

persistent rain is forecast, you might need to rethink 

and find a suitable space to dry them under cover. If 

this is your option, remove excess growth leaving 

20cms. Turn your onion upside down as much as 

possible and let the moisture run out. Only very dry 

healthy onions will store, others must be used up. 

The Japanese varieties do not store.  

 

All vegetables need to be harvested when they are 

ready. This might sound an obvious statement but it 

is very easy to miss harvesting readiness. Some crops 

are not always ready on the same day, for instance 

peas are ready when the pod is hard and firm. If 

picked too early, they will not be big enough and will 

be wasted and, if too late, they are hard and tasteless. 

Always check your crop every other day so you do 

not miss out after all your hard work.  

 

Anyway, Neville, lots to look out for but lots of good 

things to eat. 

                       Happy harvesting 

                                          Lorraine 

P.S. Don’t forget to check your lettuces. They love to 

bolt when your back is turned. If you need to harvest 

several at once, lettuce soup is delicious (see recipe 

below – Ed). 

                                                     Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Lettuce Soup 

 

Ingredients: 

2 tbsp cooking oil 

1 onion, finely chopped 

250g/9oz lettuce leaves, trimmed washed and thickly 

sliced 

400g/14oz potatoes, peeled and cut into chunks 

800ml chicken or vegetable stock (with one stock 

cube) 

Salt and black pepper 

 

Method: 

1. Heat the oil in a large saucepan and gently fry the 

onion for 5–6 minutes, or until softened and 

beginning to brown, stirring regularly. 

2. Add the lettuce and potatoes and cook for 1 

minute, stirring constantly. 
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3. Add the stock and bring to a gentle simmer. Cover 

loosely with a lid and cook for 10–12 minutes, or 

until the potatoes are very tender, stirring 

occasionally. 

4. Remove the pan from the heat and blitz using a 

stick blender until smooth. If the soup is a little thick, 

add a splash of just-boiled water. Season to taste with 

plenty of salt and pepper. 

5. Ladle into warmed bowls and, if you like, top with 

swirls of cream and chopped herbs. 

 
Nature Notes 
 

June turned out to have a mixed bag of weather but 

generally pleasant and mild. My sister keeps a 

limited record from her small weather station at 

Wyke near Shobrooke and noted 37mm of rain from 

9 a.m. 18
th
 June to 9 a.m. 19

th
 June with most rain 

falling on 18
th
. The hottest days were 24

th
 and 25

th
 

June. 

  

Here are some sightings from regular walks 

around the village. 

My daughter and I have encountered five mature oak 

eggar caterpillars all trying to cross from one side of 

the road to the other on their way to pupation. These 

are all single sightings throughout June. We always 

stop to scoop them off the road and help them on 

their journey rather than getting squashed. We’ve see 

large skipper butterflies and various dragonflies 

perched on vegetation. My daughter found a 

dragonfly wing and was able to identify it as from a 

female keeled skimmer, having a small patch of 

yellow on the wing and a tiny bit of yellow body still 

attached to the wing. The major predators of this 

medium-sized dragonfly would be wagtail and 

hobby. We came across a freshly emerged peacock 

butterfly on 23
rd

 June and it appears to me most of 

the peacocks I’ve seen this year are smaller than I 

would expect them to be. On 2
nd

 July we came across 

an extraordinary sight of some 12 -15 white 

butterflies, a mixture of small white and green-veined 

white pitched on a patch of damp mud.  This activity 

is common in the tropics and it takes one or more 

butterfly to pitch to stimulate others to join in. The 

butterflies take up moisture and minerals.    

 

We like to peer into local streams to see what’s about 

and were surprised to see a female mallard and her 

six fluffy little ducklings at Berrysbridge. Taking 

Rixaford Lane towards Shute Cross and not far past 

the visible tumulus, a little stream flows beneath the 

road and at a point further into the countryside joins 

the Jackmoor Brook. Beside the road you can see 

into the water particularly when it is sunny and we 

have spotted little fish. A month or so ago it was 

teeming with freshwater shrimp.  

 

Further Afield 

My sister alerted me to toad tadpoles seen in a quiet 

pool of the Shuttern Brook as it runs through the 

woods at Newton St Cyres. The tadpoles have 

subsequently been washed away downstream due to 

the heavy rainfall of 18
th
 June. In contrast, toad 

tadpoles were very much enjoying themselves in 

isolated pockets of the East Okement River on 29
th
 

June. It would take a mighty flood to remove most of 

these little amphibians. We noticed some were 

feasting on slices of cucumber and we happened to 

meet the person who put it in the pools. She had read 

that cucumber is an algal source! Some tadpoles were 

also eating what looked like a slug that had the 

misfortune to end up in the water. Toad tadpoles 

leave water in summer after their tails have become 

fully absorbed. 

 

A to Z  Raddon Top 
John Spivey wrote in a previous Focus article that 

Raddon Top is one of our ‘local mountains’ and it 

certainly feels like it if you walk from the village all 

the way to the top. The alternative drive to the place 

where you are permitted to park and walk along the 

ridge is an easy stroll. On a clear day you nearly have 

a 360 degree view of the glorious Devon countryside, 

villages, Sidmouth Gap, twinkling Exe estuary, 

Waddles Down radio mast and Dartmoor. On a 

windy day you don’t hang around, it can be mighty 

cold. On a sunny day sit down and enjoy all there is 

to see and take your binoculars. When snow stops 

falling get up there and jump into the pristine snow 

drifts built up against the fence. This is the home of 

buzzard, raven, rooks, skylark, meadow pipit and 

yellowhammer.  

 

At the beginning of this year I decided I wanted to 

find out what else lived around the ‘clump’ and ridge 

apart from sheep and cows. I had an idea of what I 

hoped to find but came across totally different 

creatures. This is an ongoing adventure and I will be 

writing more about Raddon Top next month.  

 

In 1997-98 preparing ahead for the millennium, 

Penny Fice collected seed from cones of three Scots 

Pine, the iconic one at Raddon Top, one at the side of 

the road at Old Lynch and one at Lynch Farm which 

has since blown down in a storm. The seeds were 

mixed together and sown resulting in 55 saplings. In 

January 2000 members of the Millennium committee 

and other villagers planted the three foot saplings 

behind the lone pine. A few years prior to this beech 

trees were planted the Cadbury side of the ridge by 

the landowner that fortuitously protected the pine 

saplings as they grew. In subsequent years some of 

the pines died but were replaced by others brought on 

by Penny. So this is how there is now the little 
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plantation to keep Scots 

Pine living at Raddon Top, 

this species together with 

yew are our only native 

conifers. I note in the left 

hand side of the clump a 

hawthorn and oak are 

flourishing. And then there 

is the geocache box within 

the plantation, been there 

around ten years. Just 

before Christmas one year 

I left a Christmas card 

inside the box signed by 

the small group of us on 

the walk that day and who 

should find it, our next 

door neighbour! I took this 

photo in February 1988. 

You can see remnants of 

other trees that once grew 

there. 

 

Last Words. In August 1985 (35 years ago) I took a 

series of pictures including this one of Michael Ayre 

and Jack Andrews cutting reed at Ratcliffe Farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Garne  01392 860875 

                                          jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
A recent edition of Spotlight, the BBC Regional 

News programme, carried a report of research being 

undertaken by the University of Exeter, into the 

disadvantages suffered by children who, during the 

period of lockdown, have no access to IT and who, as 

a consequence, have been unable to take part in on-

line tuition being provided by schools and colleges. 

The particular part of the report which caught my 

attention related the story of a school which, in an 

attempt to overcome the problem, had provided 

laptops for its pupils. The member of the research 

team being interviewed then spoke of the school 

having provided a laptop to a particular pupil, only to 

find that within twenty-four hours the parents of the 

pupil had sold the laptop. In order to ensure that the 

pupil did not suffer in consequence, the school 

provided a mobile phone to replace the laptop. Sadly 

the same thing happened, the parents sold the mobile. 

I have no information on the precise arrangements 

between the school and the pupil/parents regarding 

the providing of the laptop/mobile but working on 

the assumption that it was simply a loan to the pupil 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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for such time as required, then one needs to consider 

the possible implications of the conduct of the 

parents in terms of potential criminal liability. 

Theft is the dishonest appropriation of property 

belonging to another with the intention permanently 

to deprive (s1Theft Act 1968). 

Looking first at the actus reus elements of the 

offence,  an ‘appropriation’ is defined by s3(1) as 

“Any assumption by a person of the rights of an 

owner…” so by purporting to sell the laptop/mobile 

the parents had assumed the rights of an owner as 

only the owner of property has the right to sell it. 

Even if we allow for the moment that the 

laptop/mobile were loaned to the parents rather than 

the pupil, s3(1) goes on to provide, “…and this 

includes, where he has come by the property 

(innocently or not) without stealing it, any later 

assumption of a right to it by…or dealing with it as 

owner.” So even if the parents had come by the 

laptop/mobile by way of a loan, the subsequent 

‘selling’ of both would amount to an appropriation. 

The laptop and the mobile both come within the 

definition of ‘property’ contained in s4(1), and unless 

the laptop and/or mobile were provided to the parents 

by way of a gift, the property clearly, ‘belonged to 

another’, either the school, and/or if provided to the 

pupil by way of a loan, also to the pupil. The reason 

for this is that s5(1) provides that, “Property shall be 

regarded as belonging to any person, having 

possession or control of it…” 

So we can now turn our attention to the mens rea 

elements of the offence. The Act does not contain a 

definition of ‘dishonesty’ but does provide in s2(1) 

three circumstances in which a person will be 

regarded as not having acted dishonestly. None of 

these circumstances apply to the parents, so we have 

to look at the common law test for dishonesty and in 

particular a recent change in the law. Prior to the 

decision of the Supreme Court in Ivey –v- Genting 

Casinos UK Ltd [2017] the law was to be found in 

Ghosh [1982] which applied a two limbed test, ‘Was 

what was done (the appropriation) dishonest 

according to the standards of reasonable and honest 

people?’ If so, ‘Did the defendant realise that 

reasonable and honest people would regard what he 

did as dishonest?’ The new test from Ivey effectively 

does away with the second (subjective) question.  A 

court now charged with deciding whether a person 

acted dishonestly, will first consider the  actual state 

of the individual’s knowledge or belief as to the 

facts, and then ask whether the defendant’s conduct 

was dishonest by applying the (objective) standards 

of ordinary decent people. The Ivey test for 

dishonesty has recently been confirmed by the Court 

of Appeal in deciding that although the Supreme 

Court’s direction was by way of an obiter statement, 

nonetheless the Court of Appeal was bound to apply 

it in the case before the Court, R –v- Barton and 

Another [2020].  
The issue, therefore, given that one assumes that the 

parents were aware that the laptop/mobile had merely 

been loaned either to the pupil or to themselves, the 

question is whether their conduct in ‘selling’ both 

was dishonest according to the standards of ordinary 

decent people. 

Finally any prosecution would need to establish that 

at the time of the appropriation, the act of ‘selling’, 

the parents had the intention to permanently deprive 

the school and/or the pupil. Of that there can be little 

doubt. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

School Report 
 

A most challenging school term has ended, with the 

autumn term at Thorverton School due to restart for 

all children on Monday 7
th
 September (Thursday 3

rd
 

and Friday 4
th
 September being staff development 

days). The school has issued a “Return to School” 

information sheet explaining the plan for managing 

infection control. 

 

Morris Dancing 
 

I am pleased to report that Bradninch Millers Morris 

are scheduled to perform at 7.30pm on Friday 4
th
 

September outside the Thorverton Arms. With so 

little live performance for us over the past few 

months, it is great that they expect to be able to dance 

for us. Please make a note and come along on the 

evening to support them – with all performing music 

and arts having had such a difficult time over the last 

few months. They are a mixed group (men and 

women) performing traditional dances with sticks, 

wavers (handkerchiefs) and staves.  
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From The Archives 
 

I am sorry that I haven’t printed any articles “From the Archives” for a while, so this month I offer a double dose. 

 

 In 1982, Flo Gilpin wrote three articles about the village shop, which I will condense into one article in a future 

“From the Archives”.  The following year, in July 1983, she also wrote this article, which villagers may find of 

interest today: 
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Readers may also be interested in the following page from Focus of December 1980, giving bus times and prices. I 

should add that currently we have 7 weekday/Saturday buses to Exeter and 7 to Tiverton, compared with the 3 or 4 

in 1980. However, the adult single fare to Exeter is now £5.90 or £6.20 for a “Dayrider Plus” (ie a return 

journey). The current adult return fare to Tiverton is £8.30. To aid price comparison, it may be worth pointing out 

that, according to the Bank of England’s calculator, the £0.69 single fare to Exeter in 1980 would be equivalent to 

about £3 in 2019; and the £1.10 return fare in 1980 would be equivalent to about £4.75 in 2019. 
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Where in Thorverton? 
In this competition, all that you need to do is to put the road name against each of the numbered photos – and I will 

even give you a list of road names to choose from: Broadlands, Bullen Street, Bullen’s Close, Cleaves Close, Court 

Barton Close, Dark Lane, Dinneford Street, Jericho Street, Lynch Road, Milford Lane, Raddon Road, School Lane, 

Silver Street, The Bury/Berry and The Glebe. There is not a photo for every road though.  

1.     2.       3. 

 

  

 

4.    5. 

  
 

6. 7.     8. 

 

 

9.         10. 

   
 

 

Please send in your answers by 20
th
 August to Neville Lane at 2 The Glebe, Thorverton, or by email to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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The Joy of  Virtual Travel 
 

Can't sleep? 100 sheep have gone through the gate 

and you're still wide awake. Then try a virtual trip. 

Since this is virtual, you can choose your vehicle: 

sports car, taxi, campervan or.… 

 

Starting at the centre of Thorverton, drive over the 

bridge, past the Memorial Hall, and head east along 

Silver Street. Through the dip where the railway 

bridge used to be, past the entrance of (the now 

pedestrianised) Hulk Lane, and the well-mown green 

grass of the cricket ground. Over the Exe bridge, 

which was under repair for months, and the Farm 

Shop on the right. (Is the new extension finished?) 

You are in charge, so no need to stop at the 

junction...go as fast as you like around the corner 

onto the 396 and whizz past the collection of cars for 

sale. (How many? more than 100?) Around the 

corner and along the straight road into Rewe via the 

dangerous one-way bridge...three cars and a 

supermarket van waiting...flash the lights to thank 

them and wave. 

 

Now a 60mph section down the curving slope to 

Stoke Cannon, taking the speed bump slightly to the 

right for the smoothest ride. Slowly past the church, 

the shop and the pub and onto the long narrow 

bridge. Surely difficult even for horse-drawn 

carriages to easily pass, when it was first built. Swans 

building a nest on the right. Now...decision time: up 

Stoke Hill or the faster route alongside the river? 

During the last 40 years, I have travelled up the hill 

more than 5000 times, so that's the familiar way to 

go. Blow the horn on the blind corner, then past the 

old dump and, as I'm in control, I change the season 

to Autumn and the time to 4pm with the low sun 

shining on the golden beech leaves. At the 

crossroads, where the left turn heads for Pinhoe via 

Church Hill (which was closed for soooo long), I go 

straight on. Then, on the right, the home of the 

Silverton Foxhounds. (At feeding time you can 

hear them barking...I'm not sure if they are still 

there.) The road narrows and descends steeply to 

the right-angle corner (where I once ended up in 

the ditch when my motorbike slid on wet autumn 

leaves), and past the wooden scout hut near the 

narrow bridge.  Up the hill and then, between the 

two schools, I have a clear view of Exeter. which 

is not a place to encourage any sleep so... 

 

Where is my final destination? Somewhere 

peaceful where I can, hopefully, drop off to sleep. 

I decide...but to get there I need faster transport. 

The car morphs into a helicopter, lifting me high 

above Exeter and following the blue ribbon of the 

River Exe over Topsham and Lympstone on the 

left, and I.K. Brunel's vacuum pumphouse at 

Starcross on the right. Small yachts dot the fringes of 

the river all the way down to the dogleg east to 

Exmouth. By air, just a rapid crossing of the estuary 

and along the sandy shore of Dawlish Warren on the 

way to the estuary of the Teign, where a few boats 

are heading out through the narrow exit to fish for 

mackerel or just to enjoy views of the rocky coast. 

Lots to see over Plymouth (Is Drake's Island finally 

being developed?), including another I.K.B. 

construction, the double arch of the railway bridge 

connecting Devon and Cornwall. Soon we have 

flown over Fowey, Falmouth and the Lizard (I can 

see the beam from the lighthouse sweeping across the 

sea), along the Cornish coast and are over the Minack 

Theatre. Now heading further west from Land's End 

with a clear view of The Scillonian crashing through 

the waves on the white-flecked sea. Leaving the 

mainland behind brings a relaxing feeling of peace.  

 

The distant dots of the (Fortunate) islands appear, and 

then I am flying over the long white sandy beach of 

St. Martins. I decide not to stop at the Tresco 

heliport, but to carry on, passing the round tower of 

Cromwell's Castle, and the green fields of Bryher, 

Flying low between the smooth twin hills of 

uninhabited Sampson, I land gently on the golden 

beach. The sun is just touching the horizon beyond 

the western rocks (where Sir Cloudsley Shovell sank 

a large part of the Royal Navy in 1707). Diversion: 

How does one gain a name like Cloudsley? 

 

I walk through the soft sand to the edge of the beach 

and lie down, with my head on a pale green bed of 

thrift with numerous pink flowers waving in the salty 

breeze. I watch the red sun sink slowly beyond the 

sea. In this virtual view the green flash is quite 

distinct. As I wait for darkness, I can hear the lapping 

of the waves on the shore. I think...I may be 

getting...drowsy...and maybe, just 

maybe...I'm….....finally........falling.... a s  l  e  e  e  p. 

                                                                   

John Spivey 
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The Sky at Night 
 
August sky: check out  

https://www.space.com/16149-night-sky.html 

 

Highlight: the Perseid meteor shower August 11-13; 

look up around midnight, after five minutes adapting 

to the light, you should see one every minute or so 

coming from the North East. 

 

We were talking of the Moon slowly orbiting our 

Earth. That and the successful lift off for SpaceX 

rocket on the last Saturday in May, then docking with 

the International Space Station, reminds us of the 

orbits we all take for granted. For instance, all those 

GPS ones which we rely on for satellite navigation 

and positioning us to within a metre or so from each 

other. Also, the TV and communications satellites we 

need to contact folk abroad and so much more. These 

in particular are geostationary which simply means 

that, viewed from Earth, they appear not to move 

(unlike the moon) but in fact are set to travel just fast 

enough to match the rotation of our planet. As no 

atmosphere exists so high up, to slow them down, 

and once propelled into position, they just sit there at 

vast fixed speeds in Clarke orbit, named after the 

extraordinary sci-Fi writer and polymath, Arthur C. 

Clarke, from North Somerset. His writing and 

concepts sparked the imaginations of many of 

NASA’s space advisors, eg Carl Sagan (the 

astrophysicist who sent that gold ‘record’ into outer 

space). 

 

Our tilting Earth orbits the sun once a year and when 

we’re tilted towards the Sun we experience a warmer 

period which we call summer. And the Moon, our 

local satellite, orbits the Earth. Some scientists 

believe our Moon has its own smaller moons, but 

that’s another story. Another thing: the Moon’s 

insides get squished and heaved by the gravity of the 

Earth in much the same way as our oceans’ tides are 

pulled back and forth by the gravity of the Moon. All 

this internal tidal movement has effectively locked 

the Moon’s own rotation into step with its orbit, so 

we only see one ‘face’ of the Moon; don’t worry, the 

other side is regular, almost boring. 

 

The planets, comets and asteroids all orbit the Sun, 

some at enormous distances. Check out Comet 

Neowise, speeding away from the sun on its 6,800 

year orbit. As a rough model, if you say the closest 

planet to the Sun, Mercury, is 35 million miles away, 

you could double this distance for the next planet 

Venus, and keep doubling for each successive planet 

till you reach ultra-frozen Neptune. Each planet 

rotating like slow balls in lonely circular furrows. 

Pluto, a dwarf planet, is even further out; rocky, but 

still spherical, it doesn’t sit happily in the category of 

planets but resides with many other rocks at the 

edges of the Sun’s solar system of orbiting objects. 

 

Most planets’ orbits are elliptical rather than circular. 

Bizarre orbits, like Pluto’s, do not resemble those of 

the other planets. Also, Venus and Uranus do not 

rotate (spin) on their axes the way others do. Each of 

these variations tells us something significant about 

the history of these unusual situations.  

 

Our Sun, with so many more, orbits the lurking black 

hole at the centre of our Milky Way galaxy in a very 

slow, steady procession. But the poor stars at the 

centre are moving fast and crazily around this black 

hole like dead flies around the bath plug hole. Their 

speeds and trajectories are wild, but confirm to 

scientists the existence of this invisible structure. 

(You can only ‘see’ black holes when they’re 

gorging on the substance of some rapidly 

disappearing object, star, planet, etc). Remember that 

orange ring photo last year? 

 

It was Galileo whose passionate use of a telescope, 

kicked off the whole idea that, maybe, the Earth was 

IN orbit rather than AT the centre of others’ orbits. 

Although this startling fact can never be disproved, it 

rather ruined his career and friendship with the Pope. 

(Identifying four small dancing lights as Jupiter’s 

own moons rather nailed it against those dogmatic 

Earth-centrics whose flat Earth credentials are now 

eroded into history). 

 

Some stars orbit each other in pairs. Some triplets 

have also been discovered and in both wild schemes 

no planet could survive. Spectacular solar systems 

have been discovered with an amazing variety of 

suns and planets, see  

https://3iom3142cnb81rlnt6w4mtlr-wpengine.netdna-

ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/fig1_3.jpg . If 

you find the moving version, please let me know! 

 

Even galaxies move around each other. Our 53 

closest neighbouring galaxies all circulate cosily 

around together. The speeds and time frame are eye-

wateringly colossal. 

 

About three hundred years ago, Isaac Newton 

famously performed a thought experiment whereby 

he shot an imaginary projectile at very high speed, 

sideways, from a mountain top. Its speed matched the 

pull of gravity, so that it didn’t fall to the ground, but 

as it disappeared over the horizon, it couldn’t escape 

Earth’s clutches either. We’ve been thinking about 

orbits ever since. 

Peter Hargood 

   
 

https://www.space.com/16149-night-sky.html
https://3iom3142cnb81rlnt6w4mtlr-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/fig1_3.jpg
https://3iom3142cnb81rlnt6w4mtlr-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/fig1_3.jpg
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Puzzles 
 

Well done Ian Stoyle, who not only completed all of 

the puzzles in July’s edition, but also submitted the 

answers to me. Please don’t be shy: if you do 

complete one or more of the puzzles I would love to 

give you a mention. 

 

Here is the completed Su Doku puzzle: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The answer to “The Lettuce Harvest” was 40 (the 

first highwayperson left me 30, the next left 22 and 

the third left 12). The answer to “Out for a Walk” 

was 13⅛ miles (Maurice walked to his destination in 

2⅝ hours and returned in 4⅜ miles, making 7 hours 

in total). 

 

August’s puzzles: 

 

Su Doku 

 

Each horizontal and vertical line must contain each 

of the numbers from 1 to 9. 

 

Jigsawdoku 

 
Some of you may have come across this variation of 

Su Doku before. Jigsawdoku is my favourite, having 

even overtaken Killer Su Doku for me. You simply 

have to place the numbers 1-9 once in each row, 

column and bold-lined jigsaw region. I apologise for 

the rather amateurish grid below but I was unable to 

find grids on the internet that I could easily draw 

thick lines around. 

 

 
 
The Tower of Pisa 

 

[From Ernest Dudeney’s collection of puzzles] 

 

When I was on a little tour of Italy (remember the 

days when that was possible? – Ed), collecting 

material for my book on Improvements in the 

Cultivation of Macaroni”, said the Professor, “I 

happened to be one day on the top of the Leaning 

Tower of Pisa, in company with an American 

stranger. ‘Some lean!’ said my companion. ‘I guess 

we can build a bit straighter in the States. If one of 

our skyscrapers bent in this way there would be a 

hunt round for the architect.’  

 

“I remarked that the point at which we leant was 

exactly 179 feet from the ground, and he put to me 

this question: ‘If an elastic ball was dropped from 

here, and on each rebound rose exactly one-tenth of 

the height from which it fell, can you say what 

distance the ball would travel before it came to rest?’ 

I found it a very interesting proposition.” 

 

Can you answer the question? 

8 5 2 4 6 1 3 7 9 

4 1 7 3 9 5 6 2 8 

3 6 9 2 7 8 5 1 4 

9 3 8 5 4 7 2 6 1 

6 7 4 1 8 2 9 3 5 

1 2 5 9 3 6 8 4 7 

2 4 3 8   1 9 7 5 6 

5 9 6 7 2 4 1 8 3 

7 8 1 6 5 3 4 9 2 

8 5 2 
  

1 
   

4 1 
    

6 2 
 

   
2 7 

  
1 

 

    
4 

    

 
7 

 
1 8 2 

 
3 

 

    
3 

    

 
4 

  
1 9 

   

 
9 6 

    
8 3 

   
6 

  
4 9 2 
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Covid 19 - a District View 
 
The Editor suggested I write a piece regarding Covid 

19.  I am sure that many readers will be thinking the 

same about the pandemic as they did with Brexit, in 

the sense that over the last five months, we have had 

wall to wall media coverage on the subject. 

 

But what has been the implication for our District?  

Mercifully, in terms of the number of deaths incurred 

within Devon, the numbers have been extremely low, 

compared to elsewhere in the country. However, I 

have lost a close family friend to the pandemic. 

Those who were unfortunate enough to show Covid 

19 symptoms, have either, if those symptoms were 

mild, have been able to self-isolate or otherwise to be 

treated by our wonderful front line, NHS Staff. 

 

For the majority of us, lockdown has been an 

exasperating experience and for those who have not 

ventured out from their homes, we can probably look 

back over the lockdown period and contemplate what 

we did not get round to achieving when we had so 

much spare time. 

 

At Mid Devon District Council, of course, this 

pandemic has been disruptive.  On the one hand, the 

Council has had a substantial reduction in its normal 

income from services such as Leisure Centres, Car 

Parks and Planning, which together meant some 

£300,000 per month less income than budgeted for.  

On top of this, as a result of the income of many 

families being severely curtailed, the receipts from 

rents and Council Tax have also been adversely 

affected.    

 

On closing our Leisure Centres, this did free up some 

100 staff, many of whom have been redeployed to 

assist the extra work created throughout the Council 

by the various Government Support Schemes, of 

which you are, no doubt, aware.  One of the major 

schemes has been a £20.7 million Government Grant, 

towards supporting Businesses in the District.  I am 

pleased to say that we have almost distributed the full 

amount of this Grant.  Additional effort has had to be 

attributed to support those residents who, because of 

the pandemic, find themselves in severely straighten 

financial circumstances. 

 

So, what about the future?  Some people may take 

the view that the substantial lifting of lockdown will 

see the need for social distancing and the wearing of 

masks, to be a thing of the past.  I think history tells 

us that Covid 19 is not going to disappear as quickly 

as we would like.   

 

On a positive note, the Council has been pleased to 

assist by loaning staff for Government and local 

Charities Food Distribution Schemes and has 

maintained all those services that we were allowed to 

continue to provide, with great efficiency and 

regularity.  We are particularly indebted to the 

Refuse and Recycling Operatives, who have 

continued working in an environment where they 

could not keep social distancing.  The Council, to 

minimise the risks to the Operatives, established a 

system of the same crews always working together, 

thereby minimising contact with other teams. 

 

The Council is very aware that as we attempt to 

establish a new normal, that traders throughout the 

District, need support in getting the public back into 

their premises to spend.  To that end, throughout the 

whole of August & September, a central car park in 

Crediton, Cullompton and Tiverton will be free to 

park for two hours and we would hope that many 

people will take advantage of this offer. 

 

We are in the process of finalising how we can re-

open our Leisure Centres but you will realise that it 

will not be simple, to ensure that appropriate social 

distancing and cleansing of equipment is achieved, 

not to mention the use of the swimming pools.   

We anticipate that Phoenix House will be re-opened 

in August. 

 

On a personal note, I am sure, along with many 

others, we are now used to communicating by Skype, 

Teams and Zoom.  I trust that in due course, some 

semblance of meeting people again, face to face, will 

be allowed, as with the best will in the world, talking 

to a screen falls short of human contact. 

 

Cllr Bob Deed 

District Councillor for Cadbury Ward 

Leader of Mid Devon District Council 

 

 

Funding from Focus 
Do you need some assistance with funding? 

 

Focus is in the fortunate position of having some 

money available, which the Focus Committee would 

like to make available to help the village.   

 

If you want to apply for funding, please write or 

email the Focus Editor. 

 

The Committee will take into consideration the 

benefit to the village (although this will not 

necessarily just be the number of villagers likely to 

be positively affected) and what other sources of 

funding the requester might have. 
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Adverts 

 

Logs For Sale 
 

    £80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
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 ON-LINE   TUTORING 
 

 
Are you concerned that your child's 
progress may be held back by the 
school closures? 
 

If so, online tutoring - delivered by 
an experienced, DBS-cleared 
teacher who lives locally - may be 
the answer.  
 

I'm an English specialist with a 
good additional breadth and depth 
of knowledge across the curriculum 
for all ages.   

Jack Spicer 
Phone 07956022679 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Hoopcott Dog Walking 

 

Local reliable, honest, trustworthy, DBS 

checked, Insured and Canine first Aid 

trained Dog walker covering Stoke Canon, 

Rewe, Huxham, Thorverton, Upexe and 

Silverton. 

Offering Daily, weekly or one off dog walks. 

Puppy, Cat and small animal visits. House 

sitting, Pet sitting and pet taxi service. 

For further information 0754 651 4854  

Email hoopcottdog@btinternet.com or 

Facebook. 
 

mailto:hoopcottdog@btinternet.com
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 
 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

Also now offering all aspects of tree surgery

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector      Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)  Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park. 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk             Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU.   
Phone: 01392 861228. 

 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
   planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
       Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 8 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only. 
Business Manager:     Jan Hamilton  07764461575. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048. 
 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 

 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 

Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372 - 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

  Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450. 
Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 

 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group          Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family, 
healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 
Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 
 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

Aug. 3
rd

 & 17
th
 (31

st
 Bank Holiday, next day collection)        Aug. 10

th
 & 24

th
  

Sept. 1
st
, 14

th
 and 28

th
      Sept. 7

th
 and 21

st
  

 

Mobile Library 
Thursdays every 4 weeks in the Quarry Car Park from 15.45 to 16.20. (Note later arrival time.) 

 

August 20
th
, September 17

th
, October 15

th
, November 12

th
, December 10th. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in August 
15

th
 Birthday of the Princess Royal 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
The majority of bus services resumed from 14th June, as below. The temporary pre-9.30 free travel concession for 

National Bus Pass-holders is being withdrawn to help ensure capacity for workers during peak hours. 
 

Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Summer in Thorverton 
Photos by John Spivey, Fiona Meredith and Neville Lane 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


