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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
th

 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 

acknowledged, so if you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days, please assume not received. 
 

Advertisements and Notices 

Poster Type Advertisements.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as near as possible to how it is intended 

to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

Focus reserves the right to refuse any advertisement or notice at its sole discretion for any reason 

whatsoever. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Full page 24.4 cm x 18.2 cm £14.00   £140 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £7.00   £70 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £4.00   £40 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £2.00   £20 

 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge (for up to 3 months) 

 

 

Front Cover:   Late-summer in the Millennium Green by John Spivey 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to 

“Focus” 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
Just as we thought that things might be gradually 

moving back to normality we have the Rule of Six, 

advice to work from home where possible and the 

tighter restrictions on pub and restaurant opening 

hours. With the possibility of more localised 

restrictions to come. I had to have a covid test last 

week before I could be seen at the hospital for a 

hearing appointment, and I have to say that it was 

very easy at Sandy Park, with no queue. The test was 

a little more, shall I say, probing than the one I had 

self-administered as part of the Imperial College 

study a couple of months ago. But I had better not go 

into too much about this now! 

 

Focus has continued through the pandemic, but 

unless we can find a new editor soon it could be 

coming to an end shortly. Editing Focus does not 

have to be an arduous job as we have such good 

support from our assistant editors, Eileen Mason, 

Fiona Harrison and Jules Jeffreys. We are very 

fortunate to have so many regular contributors, which 

makes it easier – and more enjoyable - to compile an 

interesting magazine. It is also a whole lot easier than 

it was when I started as we now deal almost 

exclusively with material emailed to us. All in all, 

this is a very rewarding role (though not financially!). 

Please don’t be shy.  

 

I hope that as well as visiting our village shop and 

our village post office/newsagents/stationers you 

have taken a look at the upgraded Exe Valley Farm 

Shop. This really has been transformed over the past 

few months. Congratulations to those involved for 

taking the initiative and seeing it through.  

 

I have been enjoying filling up my freezer with 

blackberries and apple over the past month. The 

blackberries may not have been as large as 

sometimes, but they have been abundant. Readers 

will be pleased to know that I did just about find 

enough elderberries to make some blackberry and 

elderberry wine, which I will look forward to being 

able to drink next summer. The dandelion wine that I 

started on St George’s Day is not looking so clear 

though, so I could quite understand if anyone turned 

down the offer to try that with me. I had rather an 

excess of tomato plants this year as I had been 

growing some small plants to give to my son, but 

lockdown measures prevented that, so I had to keep 

them at home. This has allowed me to make some 

green tomato chutney, which tastes good – shame 

that we didn’t have the Show this year to put our 

produce to the test. I find that it is the occasional set-

back and the uncertainty as to how home-made 

things might turn out that makes it interesting. 

 

I hope that you find this month’s Focus interesting. 

Please be inspired to send in articles or even just 

snippets of information.  

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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The Future of Focus 
The Focus Committee (Michael Ayre, Beryl Grace, 

Bob Swaffield, Geoff Bulley and Neville Lane) met 

in September to mull over a few things about the 

magazine. The committee agreed to publicise more 

strongly the need for a new editor to replace the 

current editor when he stands down at the end of the 

year. If you think that you might be prepared to take 

on this role, either on your own or in partnership with 

someone else please do get in touch with Michael or 

Neville. Without someone prepared to take on the 

editorial role, the magazine is likely to fold. 

 

The committee considered the cover price and the 

advertising charges for Focus, concluding that both 

should remain the same for 2021. However, the 

option of colour advertisements would be offered to 

advertisers, at double the normal advertising rates, 

with the colour pages to be on the centre pages of the 

magazine. This would start from November, 

provided that there is sufficient interest from 

advertisers. 

 

The committee noted the difficulties that Speke Up 

(which covers Brampford Speke and Upton Pyne) 

had been experiencing, with the magazine not having 

been produced for six months. Speke Up may be 

revived, but if it does not we shall be asking whether 

we might be able to cover some local interest items 

for those parishes in Focus. 

 

Although the magazine is not currently making a 

profit, there is still a reasonably large amount in 

reserve, which the committee would be happy to give 

to help those who can use it for the benefit of the 

community. So, if you are aware of any projects 

which would be helped by some money from the 

Focus coffers, please let us know. 

Neville Lane 

Advertise in colour 
Focus on Thorverton is very dependent on 

advertising.  Without advertising revenue we would 

be unable to continue the magazine in its present 

format and at anything like the present price. We are 

also proud to be able to help local businesses by 

bringing them to the attention of local people. We 

encourage readers to use businesses which advertise 

in Focus wherever reasonable to do so. 

 

We have been considering ways in which we might 

offer a better service for advertisers. We have 

decided to offer the opportunity for advertisers to 

advertise in colour. We intend to have a double-page 

colour spread across the middle pages of Focus 

(which the magazine readily opens to given the 

stapling). If there is greater interest we would 

consider extending to other pages. 

 

If you are interested in having an advert in colour, 

please let me know. We appreciate that advertisers 

might want to do this as a one-off, to bring attention 

to something new perhaps, rather than as a regular 

thing. That would be fine with us.  

 

We will be charging twice the normal rate for a 

colour advert, so for one edition a one-eighth page 

would cost £4, a quarter-page £8, a half-page £14 and 

a full page £28. If there is sufficient interest amongst 

advertisers, we will start this from November's 

edition (for which the submission deadline is 20th 

October). 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 
Our village magazine ....Focus on Thorverton.... has been produced 11 times a year, for 50 years!!      

It has regular contributors who cover an interesting range of topics.  

It is a quick point of reference for finding out about local events and local services. 

It is valued by those who cannot, or choose not to get information digitally.  

It is a magazine we are proud of.  

It has:- 

 a print run of 300/month with back copies available online. 

 a team of sub-editors; 

 an advertisements secretary; 

 a treasurer; 

 a broad shouldered Chairman; 

But what we want is an EDITOR - someone to guide the team we have and add their own impartial individuality. 

This could be on a shared basis. You don’t need to live locally, but it would help if you had an interest in 

Thorverton and possessed some computer skills. Without an editor Focus will be no more in 2021. 

If you are interested please email thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Michael on 01392 860434 

mailto:email...thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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The Late Jean Baker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was my Mother’s wish that Focus readers and 

beyond are made aware of the fantastic team at 

Searle House, Exeter.  During her admission she 

wrote this short note about her experience and we 

would like to share this with you. 

 

“Well I never, there’s a new word for the Oxford 

Dictionary.  Firstly, let me explain what Hospiscare 

is.  Hospiscare is like a first-class nursing home 

where people with long-term care require looking 

after as with all the necessary drugs, etc. for any pain 

which they may suffer. 

 

The love, care, kindness and consideration is always 

at hand 100% a day.  All fear is taken from you and 

you quickly relax.  There are nurses and carers on 

hand 24 hours a day to care for you.  They are 

wonderful people, who radiate warmth and 

understanding.  Nothing is ever too much trouble for 

any of them.  Having just spent 5 weeks in 

Hospiscare I feel life is a lot easier for me and my 

family.  It’s a wonderful feeling.  I feel quite content. 

 

I feel Hospiscare is not made enough of and people 

think of it as just a nursing home.  There is no cost.  

They have open days, raffles and various activities 

which we hope everyone will support to enable it to 

carry on.  If anyone feels they would like to support 

Hospiscare to help raise funds, please act.  If we 

don’t support it we may lose it and that would be a 

great tragedy.” 

 

Jean was a great supporter of Hospiscare for many 

years through quarterly donations.  How fitting that 

in her greatest time of need this wonderful 

organisation were there for her.  Please support them 

if you can. 

 

We would like to give thanks for all the cards and 

messages of support and for all those who paid their 

last respects to Jean.  Special thanks to the Rev. 

Maurice Harrison for a lovely service, to Jacques and 

Stella for the delicious refreshments and to Eileen for 

her “words of wisdom”. 

 

Clare Baker 

Richard Turner-Warwick 
The sad news reached me just before we went to 

print that Richard Turner-Warwick had died. We 

hope to print a full tribute to Richard in November’s 

Focus. 

 
Thorverton Memorial Hall  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope that everyone is keeping safe and getting 

out in the fresh air for as long as we are allowed to. 

 

There was a meeting of TMH management 

committee recently at which opening up the hall in 

some form was discussed at length, together with the 

complexity of the guidelines and the ever-changing 

situation.  The school had contacted us to ask if they 

may use the hall to extend their learning space, 

so was decided that due to Coronavirus health and 

safety concerns, only the school will be allowed to 

use the hall for the foreseeable future. 

The only exception to this will be for a day when the 

surgery will be using the hall for flu vaccinations. 

 

Looking to the future with fingers firmly crossed we 

have taken bookings for a couple of weddings and 

other events next year, so here’s hoping. 

 

TMH Committee 

Russ Clarke (Chair), Jenny Reygate, Mike Shelton, 

Sue Hyde, Clare O’Connor, Dave Reygate, Jan Wills, 

Claire Heaven-Roberts, Sarah Addicott, Colin 

Marshall, Mike Baldwin, Ian Ford. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
The following report is based on the draft Minutes from the Parish 

Council meeting held in September 2020.  The full Minutes can be 

found on the notice board in School Lane and on the Website.   

The next meeting will take place on October 13
th
 2020 via Zoom. 

Clerk: Alison Marshall thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk   
 

Co-option of Parish Councillors: I am pleased to report that Mr Adam McKee and Mr Trevor Sanders have been 

co-opted onto the Parish Council. The requirement to have 10 Thorverton Parish Councillors in place has now been 

met.   

Silver Street Footpath: The Parish Council has backed a plan for a new footpath to run from the middle of Silver 

Street to the cricket field, following a request from several residents. Details of the proposed route can be found on 

the Parish Council’s website or can be obtained from the Clerk. A letter has been sent to residents living along the 

proposed route in order that feedback can be obtained. Any member of the public wishing to share their views on 

this, or any other Parish Council project, can do so by contacting the Clerk or any Parish Councillor.   

 Village Tidy up Day: Due to current restrictions on gatherings, and to the village looking neat and tidy, the annual 

autumn village tidy up day has been postponed. The wild life garden at the Recreation Ground is, however, in need 

of attention and if you are interested in being part of a working party in order to get the garden ship shape again 

please contact the Clerk. It is hoped that the School will also be involved with this project. 

New Cemetery: Negotiations have commenced with the landowner with regards to the purchase of land, off Dark 

Lane, for the proposed new Cemetery. Once agreement has been reached, and costs have been ascertained, the next 

stage will be the gaining of planning permission.   

Parish Footpaths: Agreement has been gained from DCC to officially signpost the path between Parliament 

Cottage and the county road, adjacent to Armour Wood, as a ‘footpath’. A new gate will also be installed. 

Following several complaints about crops growing across the footpath between Rosepark and Hulk Lane, DCC has 

cleared the path. The cost of the work will not, however, be passed to the landowner due to the time and 

prosecution costs involved.     

Planning applications and decisions:  

20/01394/FULL removal of conditions 7 and 8 of planning permission 06/02077/FULL live/work units to allow 

for residential use at Crosses Barn, Thorverton. It was resolved to object and to state that ‘the Parish Council is 

concerned at losing a potential work area which could provide employment opportunity in the area’. 

20/01356/FULL removal of condition 5 of planning permission 07/00886/FULL to allow annex to be used as 

separate dwelling at Lee Cross Farm, Thorverton. It was resolved not to comment. 

20/01375/CAT notification of intention to lift the crown of 1 Lawson Cypress tree by up to 2 metres and remove 2 

primary branches of 1 Lime tree within the Conservation Area at Mar Lodge, Dinneford Street, Thorverton. It was 

resolved not to comment.  

Rull Orchard, Bickleigh application for a new premises licence. It was resolved not to comment.  

20/1517/FUL (EDDC) construction of digestate storage lagoon with associated hardstanding and 2.4 metre high 

security fencing at land off Rixenford Lane, Upton Pyne. It was resolved to object and to state that ‘due to concerns 

about the proposed increase of traffic movement, the need to use HGV’s on the local roads which are narrow, 

poorly maintained and without passing places, the Parish Council would suggest that the application is unsuitable 

for the proposed area’.  

20/01413/FULL erection of an agricultural storage building and stables at Tallets Barn, Heathfield, Thorverton.  It 

was resolved to submit the comment ‘the Parish Council requests that the size of the building, in comparison with 

the size of the land, be queried’.   

17/01752/FULL retention of widening of two existing farm gateways, one to include associated engineering works 

at Junction of Hulk Lane and School Lane. Approved.  

20/00812/LBC replacement of door joinery and timber windows, Higher Dunsaller, Thorverton. Granted.  

20/00019/FULL siting of 5 holiday lodges and change of use from agricultural building to a non-residential clinic 

to allow use as holistic retreat at Kitlake Farm, Stockliegh Pomeroy. Granted. 

Next meeting: October 13
th
 2020, 7.00pm, by way of Zoom. All are welcome to attend and joining details can be 

obtained from the Clerk or the meeting agenda.    

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  5   Vol 51 No9 October  2020 

 

 

Your Parish Council Members: Cllr N Lane (Chairman), Cllr A Foster (Vice Chairman), Cllr S Crang, Cllr S 

Fice, Cllr J Hodge, Cllr A McKee, Cllr G Sims, Cllr T Sanders, Cllr D Waldron, Cllr K Wells. Clerk, A Marshall. 

Handyman, N Matthews 

 

Thorverton’s new Parish Councillors 
 

In September’s Focus we printed mugshots and profiles of the parish councillors and clerk. At September’s 

Council meeting two new councillors were co-opted. Here they are: 

  
 

 

 

 

Possible new path  
 

Thorverton Parish Council has long been concerned at the danger for pedestrians of walking along the road 

between the end of the pavement in Silver Street and the turning for Hulk Lane and the cricket club. The road is 

relatively narrow and often has heavy traffic by local standards. The Council is, therefore, considering making a 

path from the end of the service road (Exe View) above Silver Street to the lay-by not far from Hulk Lane. It would 

make a safer passage for those wishing to walk and, if sensibly landscaped, could be an attractive route, of benefit 

for parishioners and for visitors such as those on the Exe Valley Way.  

 

The route of the possible new path (shown on the next page) - which would be push chair and mobility scooter 

friendly and have no steps - would begin at the end of Exe View running down the grass bank towards the lay-by at 

the bottom of the hill.  This would be a little less than 100 metres and should be affordable, probably with the aid of 

some fundraising. Devon County Council Highways has indicated that they are supportive of the idea and that they 

would be responsible for any ongoing maintenance. SW Water and other utilities have also been approached and 

provided details of their services which have been taken into account.  

 

Adam Mckee 

 

My name is Adam Mckee. I have lived in Thorverton for 10 years and am married with 

two young children. I am a Firefighter within Devon & Somerset Fire and Rescue 

Service, for which I have served 24 years. 

 

I have been a committee member for Thorverton Pre-School for four years with the last 

two being the Chair. 

 

I have a committed and proactive attitude towards things and will do my best for our 

wonderful village. 

 

 

Trevor Sanders 

 

I was born in Cheriton Fitzpaine and lived there until the age of 18 before moving to 

Exeter and then Crediton. I began working for a local electronics company in Crediton 

called Graphic, where I am now the Sales Director.  

 

I am married to Sally and have two children (now grown up). Having lived in Crediton 

for the past 20 or so years I wanted to move to a village and there seemed no better 

choice than Thorverton. We have been here nearly three years and I am keen to add 

whatever I can to the local community and play an active role. 

 

I am keen Rugby fan and enjoy cycling. 
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This possible new path was considered at September’s Parish Council meeting. Council was supportive of the idea, 

feeling that the path would be a real asset to Thorverton by making access easier and safer for pedestrians. 

However, Council wanted to seek the views of residents and of the wider community, as well as further 

investigation into costs, the possibility of grant funds and the scope of work.  

 

If you would like to comment on this possible path please contact the Parish Council Clerk at the address below, or 

let a parish councillor know your view: 

 

Alison Marshall, Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU 

Tel: 01392 861228   Email: thorvertonpc@gmail.com  Website: www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

Notices 

Silverton Link Up 

 
(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House 

Surgery Charity no.1048253) 

  

Our surgery (not hospital at this stage) car 

service for Wyndham House Surgery is being 

restored. 

 

If you require help getting to / from surgery 

appointments please contact  

 

Roger Higman 01392 860571 or 07875669960 

if no answer leave a message. 

 

Coronavirus restrictions apply 

 

Link Up are unable to take patients who have 

been to an affected place in last 14 days, had 

contact with somebody with Coronavirus or have 

any of these symptoms - cough, fever or 

shortness of breath.  

 

 

 

 

The Friends of Wyndham House Surgery 

 

Unfortunately due to current restrictions the 

Annual General Meeting arranged for 

Wed 7th October 

in the Community Hall 

 

has had to be cancelled. 
 

 
 

The Thorverton and District History Society 
 

The Committee has taken the decision to 

postpone the talks planned for September, 

October and November. We hope that they can 

be rescheduled for 2021 along with the talks 

booked for the first half of this year. However, it 

remains to be seen how the Covid-19 situation 

progresses and we shall do our best to keep you 

updated via Focus, Facebook and Nextdoor. 
 

Robert Turner 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Thorverton Surgery Flu clinics. 
 

It goes without saying that delivering the flu 

immunisation programme this year is going to be 

a little more challenging than usual. 

 

 A Flu clinic has been arranged for Saturday 

10
th

 of October in Thorverton Memorial Hall. 

 

 This is by appointment only. In order to make 

this flow efficiently, in a Covid safe way, we ask 

that you check in to the front door no more than 

5 minutes before your appointment time. Masks 

are to be worn( unless you have breathing 

difficulties) and wear clothing that can be 

removed  for easy access to your upper arm. 

 

Routine checks will be made at the front desk 

before you enter the hall for your flu vaccination. 

After vaccination is complete you can exit via 

the back door. There will be plenty of volunteers 

helping everything to run smoothly. 

 

If you have any disability which makes it more 

difficult for you to walk round the hall you can 

request to be vaccinated in your car which 

should be parked near the back door of the hall. 

You will need to inform a volunteer that you are 

having your vaccination in your car. 

 

For those who cannot make it to the clinic on the 

10
th

 October we will be giving flu vacs 

opportunistically with routine appointments and 

there will also be some smaller flu clinics.  

 

Unfortunately we won’t be able to have a 

hospice care stall but there will be a jar for 

donations towards hospice care to boost  their 

funds which have suffered during this awful 

pandemic. 

 

Additional information about flu vaccinations 

can be found on the NHS website.  

   

Let’s hope we all have a flu and Covid free 

winter.  

 

 Alison Ayres   Practice Nurse Thorverton Surgery. 

 
 

 

Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 
Ltd                supporting   

THORVERTON POST OFFICE            

 
We’re hoping to welcome you again at our shop very 

soon. If there’s anything particular you’d like us to 

try to order for you, just ask. We hope to have our 

usual Christmas stock including some charity cards, 

so do please support us in that. 

 

We’re trying to be a bit more conscious of proper 

‘distancing’ so keep alert and especially try not to get 

too close to our Saturday and Sunday helpers who 

sell the newspapers, especially if you’re not wearing 

a face covering. 

 

If you’re staying home more and would like to have a 

newspaper or magazine delivered regularly, then we 

can organise that for you. Again just ask us or at the 

PO. 

 

Thank you to those of you who have paid a £10 

annual membership subscription to TCT Ltd to help 

keep our valuable PO and stationers services afloat. 

Our financial year runs from June – May so subs 

have been due for four months now! We have 212 

members at present. 

 

Thorverton PO   01392 860455 

TCT Ltd   01392 860455  or 01392 860419  Heather 

+ Royston Kershaw 

 

 
TCT   SHOP + Thorverton Post 

Office       

 
Opening  Hours       

 

Mon - Fri     9.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 – 5.30 

Sat               8.00 – 12.00 (PO opens at 

9.00) 

Sun              9.00 – 10.30 (newsagent 

only, PO closed) 

 
Pre-paid-for papers will be delivered or put in 

the box  

from 8.00 every weekday and on Saturdays   

and from 9.00 on Sundays 
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Church Services and News  

OCTOBER  2020 SERVICES & INFORMATION  
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Service Theme for October:  Jehovah Jireh -The Lord Will Provide 

 

Sunday 4 October Trinity 17 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [C]  Thorverton   KC 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service#  

   

Sunday 11 October Trinity 18 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [C]  Location TBC*   KC 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service#   

 

Sunday 18 October Trinity 19 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [C]  Location TBC*   KC 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service#  

 

Sunday 25 October Last Sunday of Trinity 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [C]  Newton St Cyres   KC 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service#  

 

*The locations for Holy Communion services on the second and third Sundays of each month will rotate between 

Cadbury, Rewe, Stoke Canon & Upton Pyne churches but these have not been decided upon for October.  Please 

continue to check our  website at www.netherexe.org and details of locations for 11 &18 October will be posted to 

the “Please Note” section of the home page in due course   

 

# Afternoon Worship will continue by Zoom and telephone at 5:00 pm.  

 

To join by telephone: 

Ring 0203 481 5237   Meeting ID 960 5149 8892#    Password 591980 

 

To join by Zoom, click the link on your computer: 

 

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09   

 

This link will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org. See the “Please Note” section of the 

homepage. 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612

 katie.cross@netherexe.org  

JD Revd Julia Dallen    Associate Minister 07484 773636

 julia.dallen@netherexe.org  

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader   07741 491946 laura.ford@netherexe.org 

JH Revd Julia Hocking   Curate   07928 813333

 julia.hocking@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [09:30 – 15:30] 

Email: Margaret.lowe@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS. 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:julia.dallen@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Parish Letter 
FRIENDSHIPS 
Lately, I have been thinking a lot about friendships. I 

have been very lucky in my life to have some super 

friends; in particular through working relationships, 

fantastic annual group skiing holidays and, later, 

through village life. Many of those friends from 

decades ago have stayed in contact with me and, 

although we may not meet often, when we do see 

each other, the passing of time has made no 

difference.  

 

I suppose my experiences have been slightly different 

to many in that most of my close friends have been 

male. Some people have been perplexed by this but it 

has always seemed to be perfectly normal to me! 

These have been totally platonic relationships and, 

throughout the years, a lot of fun.  

 

Friends are good for your health and it is never too 

late to form a new friendship. Friends prevent 

loneliness and give you the chance to offer needed 

companionship as well. Friends are great at 

celebrating good times with you and invaluable as 

support in times of difficulty. They can help improve 

happiness and self-confidence, and encourage you in 

new ventures and when you are feeling sad and low.  

Best of all, it works both ways!  

 

Adults with strong social support apparently have a 

reduced risk of many significant health problems, 

including depression and high blood pressure. 

Studies have even found that older adults with a rich 

social life are likely to live longer than their peers 

with fewer connections.  

And, of course, children with ‘nice’ friends are happy 

children.  

 

It is often very difficult to form new friendships but 

everybody has an interest and there are many groups 

to join, often in our own villages. It’s a great place to 

start. If you can go a bit further afield, you can meet 

up with a walking group, join a choir, a lunch group, 

exercise group – so many different things! And if you 

can’t go out much, perhaps someone can come to you 

for a coffee and chat. Don’t be afraid to ask!  

 

The Old Testament book of Proverbs (a ‘wisdom’ 

book) is full of lovely quotes about friendship. There 

are some beautiful verses:  

 

The heartfelt counsel of a friend is as sweet as 

perfume and incense. – Proverbs ch27, v9 (NLT) 

 

Friends love through all kinds of weather, and 

families stick together in all kinds of trouble. – 

Proverbs ch17, v17 (The Message) 

 

Friends come and friends go, but a true friend sticks 

by you like family. – Proverbs ch18, v24 (The 

Message)  

 

Remember, it's never too late to build new 

friendships or reconnect with old friends. Investing 

time in making friends and strengthening your 

friendships can pay off in better health and a brighter 

outlook for years to come. 

 

During this strange year, many more people than 

usual across the world have lost family members and 

friends sooner than they should have. It has made us 

all more aware of our mortality and of those that we 

love. So, don’t hesitate to tell them how much they 

mean to you. There is no point in keeping it to 

yourself and wishing you had said it when you could 

have.  

 

Above all, be kind, be a good listener and try to 

always be ready with a smile. 

Helen Stephan 

Rewe with Netherexe 

 

Annual Meetings for your Parish 2020 
The Meeting of Parishioners elects the 

churchwardens of the parish. It is open to: 

(i) all residents of the parish who are listed as such on 

a register of local government electors, and  

(ii) non-residents whose names are on the Church 

Electoral Roll for the parish.  

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)  

immediately following the Meeting of Parishioners is 

open to all members of the Church Electoral Roll for 

the parish. It chooses representatives for the parish in 

church councils and synods, receives the annual 

accounts of the Parochial Church Council, and 

reviews the life and work of the local church over the 

preceding year. Please plan to attend these important 

and informative annual meetings for your parish.  

Brampford Speke: Monday 5 October 

7:00 pm Zoom Meeting. Please contact Katie Cross 

on Katie.cross@netherexe.org  for details.  

Cadbury: Wednesday 14 October   

6:00 pm Cadbury Church   

Newton St Cyres: Thursday 15 October    

2:00 pm Newton St Cyres Church  

Poltimore: Wednesday 30 September  

6:00 pm in Poltimore Church  

Rewe & Netherexe: Tuesday 29 September  

6:00 pm Rewe Church  

Stoke Canon with Huxham: Monday 12 October   

7:00 pm Stoke Canon Church  

Thorverton: Tuesday 6 October    

7:30 pm in Thorverton Church  

Upton Pyne: Thursday 8 October 

10:00 am Upton Pyne Church. 

 

mailto:Katie.cross@netherexe.org
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The Netherexe Parishes 
Private Prayer and Contemplation.   

From September Our Churches will be open,  

or closed, as follows: 

  

Brampford Speke  

Remains closed at this time. 

Cadbury 

Open Saturdays 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Huxham   

Remains closed at this time  

Newton St Cyres   

Open Fridays 4:00 – 6:00 pm  

Poltimore    

Remains closed at this time  

Netherexe   

Remains closed at this time 

Rewe  

Open Wednesday 8:00 am – 12:00 noon &  

Saturdays 1:00 – 5:00 pm 

Stoke Canon    

Remains closed at this time  

Thorverton   

Open Wednesdays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm &  

Saturdays 4:00-6:00 pm  

Upton Pyne    

Remains closed at this time. 

 

Baptist Church 
‘Back to normal by Christmas.’ ? 
 

In the July edition of Focus I commented on this 

aspiration of the Prime Minister, adding that some of 

his medical and scientific advisers seemed less than 

enthusiastic about backing him up.  And now, the so- 

called ‘rule of six’ would appear to be the last nail in 

the coffin of that particular aspiration. Instead, 

Christmas will bring conundrums such as the 

following: a couple with three children and ageing 

parents - who’s going to be left out of the 

celebrations? 
 

Among my emails this morning was one relating a 

real life situation.  A friend whose son and family 

live in Bolivia arrived in this country just over two 

weeks ago and have now completed their quarantine. 

 But there are seven of them!  So three children and 

their mother have been ‘delivered’ to my friend and 

his wife and the others will be ‘rotated’ to them later. 

That’s just a summary of a much more complicated 

situation also involving a ‘bubble’ but I will spare 

you the details, partly because I’m not sure I have 

understood them all myself! ‘What a pantomime,’ 

says my friend, but he is at least grateful to be able to 

see them at all. 

 

The perspective for the next few months is not good. 

 There is the very real prospect of a renewed general 

lockdown, if the situation does not improve, in 

addition to the ten million or so people involved in 

regional lockdowns in areas of the North and West 

Midlands. Hospitals and various local authorities 

have been instructed by the government to find extra 

beds for Covid-19 patients within two weeks as the 

NHS braces itself for a second spike in cases with 

winter approaching.  This is the reality of the 

situation. 
 

In the midst of all this alarming news, it is good to 

learn that more and more churches are opening in 

order to hold worship services.  Fiona and I attended 

(physically, that is) our first service since 15th March 

and, strangely enough, it was in the same place, 

Tiverton Baptist Church.  I have mixed feelings 

about the experience.  Of course, it was good to see 

everyone again after six months, but the masked 

congregation gave a rather sinister air to the 

proceedings and the ongoing ban on singing 

continues to rob such gatherings of a vital element. 
  

Many churchgoers have been grateful for the 

opportunities to attend services via Zoom.  Our 

village Bible Study has continued vía this medium, 

with twelve regular participants.  We recently arrived 

in our study at Luke’s account of the travellers on the 

Road to Emmaus.  I was interested to read recently 

an anecdote concerning the invitation of the two 

disciples to Jesus: Stay with us, for it is nearly 

evening.  The hymn writer Henry Francis Lyte, as he 

was dying from tuberculosis, took these words as the 

basis for his famous hymn ‘Abide with me.’  One of 

its verses says: 
 

I need thy presence every passing hour; 

What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s 

power? 

Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with 

me. 
 

A few days ago, I conducted my first Covid-era 

funeral.  It was a graveside service, limited to thirty 

mourners.  BUT, as it was outside, we were allowed 

to sing!  Six verses of O Lord and Father of Mankind 

followed by three verses of Great is thy Faithfulness. 

What a joyous liberation, for the first time in six 

months, to be able to lift up our voices in song and in 

praise to God! 
 

Here in the South West, we continue to enjoy a 

relatively privileged situation as far as the pandemic 

is concerned, and that is a reason to be grateful.  In 

order to emphasise how blessed we are in 

comparison with most people in our world, I 

conclude with the first reminder of the ‘Life in 
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Perspective’ text that some of you may be familiar 

with: 
 

If you woke up this morning with more health than 

illness, you are more blessed than the million who 

will not survive this week. 

. 

Revd Maurice Harrison 
 

 

A Cracked Pot Story 
 

A water bearer in India had two large pots, one hung 

on each end of a pole which he carried across his 

neck.  One of the pots had a crack in it, and while the 

other pot was perfect and always delivered a full 

portion of water at the end of the long walk from the 

stream to the master’s house, the cracked pot arrived 

only half full.  For a full two years this went on daily, 

with the bearer delivering only one and a half pots 

full of water to his master’s house.  Of course, the 

perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments, perfect 

to the end for which it was made.  But the cracked 

pot was ashamed of its own imperfections, and sad 

that it was able to accomplish only half of what it 

was made to do. 

 

After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter 

failure, it spoke to the water bearer one day by the 

stream.  “I am ashamed of myself, and I want to 

apologise to you.”  “Why?” asked the bearer.  “What 

are you ashamed of?” 

 

“I have been able, for these past two years, to deliver 

only half of my load because this crack in my side 

causes water to leak out all the way back to your 

master’s house.  Because of my flaw you have to do 

all this work but don’t get full value for your efforts,” 

the pot said. 

 

The water bearer felt sorry for the old cracked pot, 

and in his compassion he said, “As we return to the 

master’s house I want you to notice the beautiful 

flowers along the path.” 

 

Indeed, as they went up the hill, the old cracked pot 

took notice of the sun warming the beautiful wild 

flowers on the side of the path, and this cheered it up 

a little.  But at the end of the trail it still felt like a 

failure because it had leaked half its load.  So it again 

apologised to the bearer for its failure. 

 

The bearer said to the pot, “Did you notice that there 

were flowers only on your side of the path, but not on 

the other pot’s side?  That is because I have always 

known about your flaw, and I took advantage of it.  I 

planted flower seeds on your side of the path, and 

every day as we walked back from the stream you 

have watered them.  For two years now I have been 

able to pick these beautiful flowers for my master’s 

table.  Without you being the way you are he would 

never have had such beauty to grace his house.” 

 

The moral of this story … Each of us has our own 

flaws.  In some way we are all cracked pots.  But it is 

the cracks and flaws we each have that can make our 

lives together so very special and rewarding.  We just 

have to take each person for what they are, and look 

for the good and uniqueness in every one.  Despite 

our flaws there is a lot of good in all of us.  So, 

please remember to appreciate every person in your 

life.  And remember to say a special thank you to 

your cracked pot friends. 

 
The Good Old Days 
I concluded last month’s article in this series by a 

reference to the Sundays of my childhood, when 

anything remotely pleasurable seemed to be 

forbidden.  The only two activities that escaped this 

blanket ban were going for a walk and attending 

Church or Sunday School.  As we walked 

everywhere in any case, the prospect of a boring 

walk with parents was not very attractive.  So what 

about the alternative? 

 

Sunday School 
On my mother’s side we were Methodists and on my 

father’s side Baptists.  From the age of three I went 

to Sunday School at Zion’s Hill Methodist Church, 

which was just a couple of minutes’ walk from home. 

 Sunday School continued to be part of my life even 

after we left the area for the new council house 

estate, which meant catching the bus to get there. At 

Sunday School we were prepared for the Scripture 

Exam, and, later on, the Temperance Exam organised 

by the Band of Hope.  I still have the certificates 

showing I obtained good marks in both these exams. 

 The different Methodist Churches of the circuit also 

organised competitions which they called, somewhat 

pretentiously, eisteddfods, with categories including 

poetry, essay writing, recitation and handwriting.  I 

used to do quite well in these events and again still 

have the certificates to prove it. 

 

History in our Time 
One day in 1952 I was waiting for the bus after 

school when a lad of about my own age said to me: 

‘Have you heard the news?’ I hadn’t.  ‘The King’s 

dead.’  Now I don’t suppose I knew much about the 

King and his family at that time.  In those pre-

television days their faces were not part of our daily 

lives, though of course their activities were regularly 

reported on the Pathé news summaries we used to see 

at the cinema.  Nevertheless, the death of the King 

was a great shock to the little boy that I was. 
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I don’t remember hearing at the time the dramatic 

story of how the young Princess Elizabeth and her 

husband were away representing the King in Kenya, 

or how the new Queen learned the news of her 

father’s passing, or how she hurriedly returned to this 

country to be deferentially welcomed as she alighted 

from the plane, duly decked in her mourning black, 

by Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill and 

members of his cabinet.  Neither, as a nine year old, 

did I grasp anything of how the life and destiny of 

this lovely young woman had been changed for ever 

by her father’s untimely death. All we and our 

generation knew was that, after a time of mourning, 

preparations were going to be made for a great time 

of celebration and rejoicing in the shape of the 

Coronation. 

 

And what a time that was for the whole country! 

 Union Jacks and bunting were everywhere; souvenir 

mugs, cups, plates and a hundred and one other items 

of merchandise flooded the market.  After months of 

controversy, the decision was taken that for the first 

time in history the event would be shown on 

television.  We, the people, would be able to follow 

the ceremony live from Westminster Abbey.  With 

millions of others, on the great day I was glued to 

one of the small black and white television sets we 

had in those days.  It couldn’t have been at my home, 

since we didn’t have television until many years 

later; it was probably at my Aunty Mabel’s. 

 

Who could have imagined at the time, as we sang 

‘Long to reign over us,’ how that prayer would be 

answered and how Elizabeth II, transformed from 

diffident young monarch into matriarch of the nation, 

would still be on the throne as I write these lines 

almost seventy years later?  

 

Maurice Harrison 

 

 Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

Our newly resurfaced courts and upgraded LED 

lighting opened for play again on 18
th
 September. 

Our previous green and terracotta colour combination 

has been maintained, but reversed so the inner court 

is green, and the outer is terracotta. We have also 

reduced the gap between the two courts slightly, in 

order to give more space at the sides. We are very 

pleased with the results, especially now that we have 

an improved and extended clubhouse with changing 

room and toilet facilities.(although due to Covid this 

can currently only be used by one person at a time) 

The latest Corona Virus restrictions allow organised 

and club sessions of more than six people, provided 

that all necessary precautions are taken.  

 

 

We have installed hand sanitiser on court and issued 

all members with rules for using the courts in a safe 

way. 

 

Our winter membership is available now at a very 

competitive price of £55 for a single person from 1 

October up to March 2021. Winter membership rates 

for families, students and retired people are also half 

the annual membership fee. Tennis is a good sport to 

play during these difficult times of Corona Virus, as 

it is outside and easy to maintain social distancing, 

and provides both exercise and social interaction. We 

run a number of club sessions during the week and 

on Sunday, and potential members can try a couple 

of sessions before committing to payment.  All 

details can be found on our website: 

www.newtonstcyres.co.uk 
 

Sally Baldwin 

 

Fake Penalty Charge Email 
 

We would like to make the public aware of a recent 

fake penalty notice scam which is sent by email, the 

email looks genuine and official and states that a 

penalty charge is due, the email normally contains a 

link to pay online, please do not click on links. 

 

To check a fine is genuine please use a reliable 

source of information to make contact to check. 

Please be wary of this type of scam with emails that 

contain links, links can take you to a phishing 

website that is used to steal financial information. 

If you have any concerns please phone 101 or email 

101@dc.police.uk 

 

                         Police notice sent  in by Sylv Gregory 

 

mailto:101@dc.police.uk
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TARTS news 
 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 
Recent walks: 

 

Crediton and Posbury Saturday 29
th
 September 

 

After almost exactly six months of no walks due to 

lockdown, we are back!! Nine Tarts and two dogs 

dusted off their walking boots for a 6 mile walk 

starting from Crediton Station. We started off 

alongside the river Yeo and passed the Salmonhutch 

fishery. A steady climb along a quiet lane brought us 

to Posbury Clump. A shorter but aptly named 

‘Heartbreak Hill’ later in the walk completed the 

ascents for this trip. The route took in green lanes, 

quiet back lanes through little visited parts of mid 

Devon, and footpaths giving wonderful views of the 

countryside on our doorstep.  

 

We took the opportunity for a coffee break in the 

grounds of St Lukes church Posbury. This was the 

scene of an interesting Tarts story from a few years 

back. We had parked there at the start of the walk 

only to find on our return that there was a wedding 

going on and we were blocked in! We had to find an 

usher who was able to locate the owner and move 

their car. Fortunately it was a less dramatic visit this 

time around. 

 

It was so lovely to be back in the outdoors and to 

meet up with everyone again. 

 

On Thursday evening we had a ‘zoom’ planning 

meeting and set out the next few walks. As ever 

details will be sent out shortly before each walk. 

 

Future Walks: 

 

Saturday 10
th
 October – Efford led by Ann 

Saturday 24
th
 October – Morchard Road led by 

Caroline 

Saturday 7
th
 November – Withleigh led by Mike 

Saturday 21
st
 November – led by Graeme 

 

All walks meet 

opposite the 

church at 0930, 

and are suitable 

for dogs unless 

otherwise stated. 

Shorter walks 

are usually 4 – 6 

miles in length 

and longer walks 

6 – 9 miles, 

however precise 

details of each 

walk (length, 

gradient, lunch 

information etc) 

will be displayed 

approximately a 

week before the 

walk in the Old 

Post Office 

Window and on 

the village notice 

board. If you 

would like to be 

included on the email list contact Caroline 

(07749775304) or Graeme  

 
Important footnote: Given the recent 

announcements on Covid restrictions, TARTS will 

be limiting walks to groups of 6 for each of the 

walks scheduled above. Therefore, if you are 

interested in joining for a walk, please contact 

Graeme or Caroline beforehand. 
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Hello, Jura here. 

What a strange summer we have had with lockdown 

and a very wet and windy August. I have been very 

busy keeping my cat brother and sister in order 

around the house, keeping them out of my lovely 

new fluffy bed. I have also been chasing pesky flies 

around the garden – they are so crispy to eat but an 

acquired taste I must say. You may remember me 

writing about my new doggy friend in Dawlish, a 

German Shepherd Dog puppy called Bodhi, well he 

is now huge! Here is a picture of Bodhi at 6 months 

old and he is already bigger than me and I am 5 now. 

I still keep him in his place – it has to be done – but 

he is already very good at doing what he is told. 

Mum says he is going to be a giant dog when he 

grows up as he has ‘elephant paws’ but I hope he 

doesn’t get as big as an elephant as he won’t fit in the 

car when we go on our day trips! My boyfriend is 

still Ty, another German Shepherd Dog who also 

lives in Dawlish, who is now 13 years old. Even 

though Ty is quite old he still manages to jump up 

and down with all 4 feet off the ground when he sees 

me!   

 

I have been on some great adventures recently and 

one of my best days out was to Haytor with Mum, 

Dad, my human sister Naomi and the grandson 

Remy, who is my Manchester City football team 

mate. We got out the car at Haytor and Remy and I 

raced up the big grassy slope to the rocks at full pelt. 

Then we started to climb, which I found very easy as 

I am good at that sort of thing, and I reached the top 

first. I even got back down to the bottom and up to 

the top again before the humans got to the top for the 

first time! It was a lovely warm, sunny day and after 

our big climb we had a pic-nic lunch which I love as 

I get to clear up all the crumbs.  As we were getting 

ready to go home a big fat sausage dog with very 

short legs ran up to me and started barking. I took off 

and he kept chasing me and growling. I was having a 

lot of fun and everyone laughed when his owner 

shouted ‘Mr Marmaduke come here this very instant’ 

in a very posh voice. I just kept running as fast as I 

could and he kept chasing me, we were both having 

fun but his owner was not laughing! On another day 

we went to Bellever and as it was so hot I found the 

deepest pool of water in the steam and swam round 

in a circle for ages. Lots of people stopped to watch 

me and some even started throwing me sticks and 

stones to fetch which was good fun. Luckily, Mum 

had packed some treats for me that day as swimming 

can be very tiring you know. I was definitely the best 

doggy paddler there on that day. Last week we met 

Mums school friend Sharon (the posh one from 

Topsham) and her dog, Lilly, and went on a really, 

really, really long walk on Woodbury Common. Lilly 

and I had great fun but Mum and Sharon were a bit 

‘red’ come the end as it was a hot day and as they 

had done lots of ‘chat’. Lilly, who is a cockapoo, is 

quite brave but very naughty. She ran up to and 

barked at a group of Marines who were doing very 

important map reading, she ran after a man on a bike 

and a lady who was jogging, she even barked at all 

the dogs we met. I was, of course, a very good girl 

and Sharon kept saying ‘Lilly, why can’t you be 

good like Jura’ which made me very proud of myself. 

I think Mum was quite proud too!  

Something that has not been so nice recently is the 

very loud thunder and lightning. One day when it 

happened Mum and Dad were out doing ‘chat’ with 

friends and I was left all alone in the house and got 

very scared. I usually like being left for a bit - I like a 

bit of peace and quiet and a break from the humans – 

but not on this day and I was very glad when Mum 

and Dad got home. There was nothing that they could 

do to stop me shaking for ages and I sat on Mums 

feet for the rest of the day. The next time it started to 

thunder Mum was home so I just ran and sat on her 

feet straight away so that she could not go out and 

leave me. Although they can’t do anything about the 

thunder Mum and Dad do try to distract me and one 

way Mum does this is by singing. Dad says that he 

would rather listen to the thunder than Mums singing 

and, to be honest, I agree with that.   

 

Anyway, the house is clean and tidy, the grass has 

been cut, the beetroot has been pickled, the marrow 

has been chutney’d and so we can now, at last, go for 

a walk so I’m off to stare at my collar and lead. 

Woof, woof, for now, 

 Jura 
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Miracles Do Happen 
 

It would have been about 40 years ago, a time I will 

never forget.  It was a Saturday morning in 

Thorverton and I thought I would look for some 

mushrooms, which I love, so I decided to go to the 

big field at the right hand side of Ford Plain, towards 

Bidwell, behind the ‘Sheep Dip’ because that is 

where we always found mushrooms, at the right time 

of year, so that is where I headed for, Ford Plain.   

 

I entered the gate with a bag in my pocket and started 

to walk, taking my time.  After about 20 minutes I 

spotted a mushroom - or two, can’t remember - so I 

took the bag from my pocket and picked them – I 

should have cut the stalks, which is the correct way, 

but hadn’t got a knife.  Anyway, on I went.  It was a 

lovely morning so I didn’t rush, just strolled up one 

side of the field, (which if you know the field you 

will know it is quite big), and walked about picking 

one and another mushroom as I went.  There were no 

animals (cows or sheep) in the field so I was 

enjoying my walk around.  It was peaceful and quiet, 

weather lovely, and on I went.   

 

I walked all around at the top of the field, still 

picking the odd one or two mushrooms.  I wasn’t 

even thinking about the time, because it was a lovely 

morning and I didn’t have to hurry home for 

anything.  But then I decided to make my way to the 

gate where I had come in, although still lots of field 

to go.  Anyway, on my way back I saw some more 

mushrooms so made my way to them and, guess 

what (please believe me), I stooped to pick up a 

couple and there I found a key, right there!  Of 

course I picked it up and the first thing I thought was, 

“Where’s my key?”  I searched in my pocket and it 

wasn’t there.  I knew I’d locked my door and would 

have put it in my pocket, so I thought, “Is it mine?”  

So I kept it safe and off I trotted to the gate where I’d 

come in.   

 

Thinking about it all the way back home I thought to 

myself, “When I took the bag from my pocket to pick 

the first mushrooms I had found, I must have pulled 

out my key with it.”  So what a happy ‘bunny’ I was 

going home, with my ‘miracle’ key and mushrooms.  

And yes, I know I must have enjoyed the 

mushrooms, but it’s a morning I will never forget, 

and when I hear the word mushrooms I always think 

of my find.  Now if I had known earlier that I had 

lost my key I would never have found it, would I?  

That is why I think it was such a miracle.  I might 

add that the grass was short, because the previous 

days the cows had been grazing, but what a lovely 

end to my morning. 

 

Loreen Large, Broadlands 

Ride and Stride  
The Thorverton Parish Church Ride and Stride 

Campaign has today reached £420. My thanks to 

those who have participated and donated.  

 

In October we will have a new online fund-raising 

campaign on behalf of the Churches Housing Action 

Team, based in Tiverton. 

 

They support our parish with advice on debt and 

housing and they run a food bank for our area, Mid 

Devon. We usually support them at Harvest time, by 

donating to them the offerings of food and money at 

our Harvest Service. Several members of the church 

also volunteer for them or support them financially.  

 

Because of the pandemic, the need for their services 

has grown, and they need more support. It won't be 

practical to donate food this year, so we will try to 

support them more financially, so they can buy the 

items they need most. If you would like to contribute 

you can do so online at https://bit.ly/3kBxSRz. If you 

don't like to donate online,  

 

I am happy to receive cheques made payable to 

Thorverton PCC, at 25 The Glebe, with a clear 

indication that the donation is for CHAT. 

 

Royston Kershaw 

Churchwarden, Thorverton Parish Church 

 

   

https://bit.ly/3kBxSRz
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Poetry  
David Attenborough's Fly 

 

David is sitting at a table outside a South Bank 

restaurant, Tower Bridge in the distance.  He glances 

at the menu, then orders steak, salad and boiled 

potatoes. 

His food arrives, and seconds later, a fly lands 

gracefully on his steak. 

David, delighted, tells us: it's a blow fly and its kind 

have been buzzing around for at least 25 million 

years. 

Its abilities are truly remarkable. The blow fly takes 

this as a compliment, loops the loop and proceeds to 

tuck in. 

Next – a human touch with which we can sympathise 

-  David unexpectedly strikes at it with the menu. 

We understand how he feels, but we are mistaken. 

This is the jet fighter of the insect world, David says 

admiringly as the jet fighter takes off, lands and 

resumes its meal. All this is shown  in colourful 

close-up. 

It has its own version of a fighter pilot's instrument 

panel. To show its appreciation, the fly again loops 

the loop, this time twice. 

And to think, David adds as he shakes his head and 

resumes his meal, that we tend to dismiss these wee 

creatures as irritating pests!  

Andrew Hoellering 

Conversations 

 

What is it makes our human race unique? 

And diff’rent from all creatures great and small. 

Of course it is the pow’r we have to speak 

and tell our tales of truth and stories tall. 

 

We love to gossip snugly with a friend. 

For some a larger group is more their style. 

So long as there’s an ear or ears to bend 

we’ll stop and chat on this and that awhile. 

 

Our conversations make us living beings. 

Communication needed for our health 

heals loneliness and saddened inner feelings, 

much more important to us than our wealth. 

 

There’s no subject on which we’ll not converse. 

Be careful though, it does not turn to verse!! 

 

Loraine Colebrook 

‘Hands, Face, Space’  
Tests & Trace plus …get a Flu jab 

Everyone washing their hands regularly is still the 

most important action that will help stop the spread 

of Covid infections.  Extended and vigorous washing 

with soap kills the virus.  It can sit on surfaces for a 

prolonged period of time therefore regular hand 

washing was the first instruction, given loud and 

clear last March.  It is simple, very effective, and we 

must not forget it.  Both masks and social distancing, 

especially in enclosed spaces, will become more and 

more important as the weather changes. The key to 

all Public Health prevention strategies is always the 

same.  Keep the cost to the individual of each 

personal action small and then, if everyone does their 

bit, the benefits when combined together are 

enormous for the whole population.   

 

Many of us will develop coughs and temperatures 

over the autumn and winter.  However, everyone 

who develops a temperature of over 37.8 needs to 

isolate and get a Covid test. If you develop a loss or 

change in your sense of smell or taste you need to get 

a test. A new cough means you need a test but this 

can be more difficult to define.  Intermittent coughs 

with cold-like symptoms are going to still affect us, 

however these are very different from a continuous 

cough. Three prolonged bouts of coughing during the 

day, having difficulty getting through conversations 

without breaking off to cough, or waking at night 

coughing, are all signs that you need to isolate and 

get a test.  If you have been in close contact with 

someone you has had a positive test then you must 

isolate yourself for 14 days.  It is only if you then 

develop symptoms that you will get tested; there is 

no point in testing you before as a negative test will 

not change your need to isolate. Tests are very 

important but only if you have symptoms. Isolating is 

essential as soon as you develop symptoms or have 

been in close contact with someone who has. 

 

To the new Government mantra ‘Hands, Face, 

Space’, I would add ‘and get a Flu jab’.  Although 

the Flu jab decreases your personal risk of catching 

influenza it does not remove it. However, if enough 

of the population has a jab the chances of it spreading 

are massively reduced.  We have already vaccinated 

75% of our over 65s and there will be catch up Flu 

Clinics for those who missed the first one. Within the 

next few weeks the vaccinations for the under 65s 

with long term conditions will arrive. If as planned 

all those over 50 are offered a vaccination this is 

likely to take place in November/December.  Please 

do not ring the surgery to ask about Flu vaccination, 

we will advertise the next clinics widely and send out 

e-mails and texts as soon as we have more details.  

 

Anthony O’Brien   Wyndham House Surgery  
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Recipe 
 
Apple flapjacks 
 
100 g (4 oz butter), 

25 g (1 oz)caster sugar 

2 ½ tablespoons golden syrup 

200g (8 oz) porridge oats 

50 g (2 oz) grated apple 

 

Cream the butter, sugar and golden syrup until soft 

then add the oats and grated apple. Spread the 

mixture into a lightly greased 20 cm (8”) tin and bake 

in a moderately hot oven until a rich golden brown. 

Allow to cool slightly and cut into 12 portions. 

 

 
Paul Cleave, Sustainable Devon 

 
 

Where in Thorverton? 
 

The correct answers to the "Where in Thorverton?" 

competition which appeared in the August and 

September editions of Focus - and which nobody got 

right - are: 

 

1. Bullen's Close, 2. Dinneford Street (I might have 

accepted Dark Lane as this is on the corner), 3. Lynch 

Road, 4. Court Barton Close, 5. The Bury/Berry, 6. 

Jericho Street, 7. Milford Lane, 8. School Lane, 9. 

Broadlands, 10. Silver Street. 

 

Next time's competition will be "Come on 

Thorverton!". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Fiona Harrison for spotting the 

following at Coventry Cathedral a few years ago: 

 

 

Thanks Roy 
Thanks are due to Roy Barton for donating his old 

roller to the Memorial Hall. Be careful with it 

now, Pete! 
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The Joy of Maps 
 

Have you noticed on a map that Thorverton has 8 

legs..a sort of cartographical arachnid. The legs 

(roads) lead to, initially in the north, (1) Cadbury, 

then (2) Fursdon, (3) via Jericho St and a zig-zag 

Colaton Lane to Bickleigh, (4) across the Exe to 

Silverton, (5) along School Lane south to Brampford 

Speke, then (6) turning left before the Baptist Chapel, 

Upton Pyne, (7) west to Raddon and finally (8) up 

Lynch Road to Shobrooke and Crediton.  

 

Leg 4 is the fastest route to Exeter, legs 5 and 6 will 

also take you to Exeter via much more scenic routes 

(especially if you have a campervan so you can see 

over the high hedges). Leg 3, with great views over 

the Exe Valley, will involve a very long reverse if 

you meet another vehicle after Bidwell Cross. 

 

I have always been fascinated by maps. Give me an 

atlas and I will be involved for hours, looking for 

places to go to and places where I have been. 

Looking for tiny islands with names that no-one 

recognises. Volcanoes, high mountains, canyons, 

lakes, deserts, deep ocean trenches are all there. 

Equally interesting are physical properties such as 

comparing winter and summer isotherms. Has 

Kuwait City reached 50C? And has anywhere in 

Antarctica gone below -50C? 

 

The advent of Google Earth and Streetview was a 

revelation. The laptop on my knees is lighter than the 

big Times Atlas and has much more detail in the 

maps. Finding houses in which I have lived and 

realising that they have been demolished and 

replaced with a modern ediface without character. 

Exeter in 3D is extraordinary...fly through Cathedral 

Green and follow the River Exe and the canal en 

route to Exmouth. Unfortunately the 3D 

option for buildings peters out near Cowley 

and our local area has flat 2D houses, 

although the extra altitude of Cadbury and 

Fursdon shows up. The historical option on 

the maps shows the local area as seen by 

aerial survey for about 5 different dates 

from 2005..you can see how the trees have 

grown and extra buildings constructed. The 

conversion of old farm buildings to new 

development on Silver Street is easy to see. 

 

World maps from the 15
th
 Century onwards 

show the development of mapping 

techniques. Early maps of Australia just 

show part of the coast with Tasmania 

completely absent. Capt James Cook 

advanced our knowledge of the world, 

producing accurate maps which can still be 

used for navigation. I suspect that 17 yr 

olds learning to drive seldom use paper 

maps as GPS and SatNavs in cars are now 

just taken for granted. Should the ability to 

use a paper map be part of the driving test? 

We are only one decent solar flare away 

from losing the GPS system and then you 

would need to go back to the road atlas and 

the arguments; “But you said turn right” 

“Yes, that way” “Oh, you mean that right..I 

call that left”.  And the classic instruction 

“Turn left one mile before you reach the 

humpback bridge”. 

 

The joy of driving through France just using the 

yellow roads on the Michelin folding maps. (You 

might need the occasional red road to get into a 

town.) Using the fast toll roads is not only expensive 

but you don't really see anything interesting and you 

can't stop..like going by train. Give me the backroads 

every time. Getting there is most of the fun 

(especially in a campervan). Finding surprising 

villages like the tiny place  pronounced Aah-noo, but 

spelt Anus! Seemed like the end of the world. Last 

year travelling south towards Glasgow from Oban, a 

road accident blocked the only route south enforcing 

the Satnav to find an alternative. This entailed 
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travelling back to Oban and north, all the way to Fort 

William and round the north side of Ben Nevis 

before we found a clear route south again..an extra 

120 miles. Maybe a paper map would have given a 

shorter route! 

 

You only realise how excellent our Ordnance Survey 

maps are when you try to use the maps available of 

some other countries. I found the mountain Stok 

Kangri is completely mis-identified on the map 

available in Ladakh (NW India). Anyone who has 

done the Ten Tors Challenge on Dartmoor will know 

how to navigate with compass and OS map across 

featureless moorland and bog, even in white-out 

conditions. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking again at an early 19thC map of the 

Thorverton Spider you can see a 9
th
 leg heading east 

to a ford across the Exe and on to Silverton. It is a 

branch off leg (3) Jericho St to Bickleigh and it's 

difficult to find the ford now, as the Exe has changed 

its path so that the Parish boundary no longer 

matches the river bank. Do examine the old maps; it 

gives you endless entertainment! 

John Spivey 
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A Year on our Farm – September 
 We started combining at the end of August. We went 

into the oats first, this had been a lovely crop of oats 

but the heavy rains and strong winds from the week 

before had caused some of the crop to go flat and had 

blown grain out of the stem.  The grain came off at 

17% moisture around the outside of the field, and 

15% in the middle, wetter than it should be so we 

have cold air blowers on the grain through the day to 

bring the moisture down. We are aiming for below 

15%. The straw was sold, and baled and carried by 

another farmer.  

 

The spring barley was easy to combine with the grain 

at about 13% and that was sold off the field, with 

most of the straw going to other customers. The 

wheat was lovely and dry and now all stored on the 

floor in our grain shed to be sold throughout the 

winter. Some of the straw we baled into little bales 

and was collected by our “horsey” customers;  but 

the majority was big baled and sold to a neighbouring  

farmer.  

 

We only ever combine when the weather is right. We 

don’t have a grain dryer, and value all the straw so 

everything must be done when the sun is shining. We 

have our own combine and Michael enjoys driving it, 

and spends time in each different crop to adjust it 

exactly so all the grain goes in the tank and none out 

the back in the straw; they are amazing machines.   

Once the combine is going by about 11am when the 

sun is hot, that big diesel engine won’t stop till gone 

8pm.  Reg will take on whist Michael comes in for 

lunch, but I always take a picnic out to the field for 

tea. The grandchildren cycle up and get to have a 

picnic as well, and usually want a ride in the combine 

too. Grain and straw yields have been down 

compared to normal years, but the autumn and winter 

were so terribly wet......we’re pleased with what 

we’ve got.  

 

 We have sold over 100 fat lambs throughout the 

month, and the price is still very good, usually no-

one wants to buy lamb through the hot summer 

months. Michael has been to a couple of sheep sales 

to buy some ewe replacements, he bought some 

lovely Exmoor mules from Blackmoor Gate, and 

some Dorsets from Exeter.  The prices were high, but 

all farmers want to buy cheap and sell well!   The 

shearer came ( just one ) and sheared our 60 ewe 

lambs, that we will keep for replacements, and 40 

small lambs that need longer to fatten. This will stop 

them getting caught by their thick wool, in hedges in 

the winter.  

 

Reg and his friend went out rabbit shooting and came 

back with 25 these were sold and will be used by the 

hotel trade. The chicks I hatched in the early summer 

have all done well, 

 

 I gave 4 day old bantams to my grandson in Cleaves 

Close at the start of lock-down; he’s looked after 

them very well, although I’m taking back a cockerel 

before he gets too noisy!  All the puppies went by the 

time they were 9 weeks old, they were starting to be 

a bit of a handful. The hedge-trimmer is now on the 

tractor and will start cutting field hedges before they 

are ploughed. I must make sure to pick enough 

blackberries to freeze before they’re all gone. 

 

We have just learnt of the death (from a farm 

accident) of a well respected farmer of this parish. 

John Greenslade, of Way/Byway Farm, was an 

ambassador for agriculture, farming, and the country-

side all his life. A progressive farmer, a trainer in the 

young farmers’ movement, a regular contributor to 

Radio Devon, (known as Farmer John) a magistrate; 

and a family man. All his activities made possible by 

the help of his wife and family.  I now quote a 

passage from his first book written in 2010, which 

just sums up this generous man. 

 

“Our situation now is that none of the immediate 

family wish to continue farming here, so we have 

done something for our own enjoyment and for the 

enjoyment of others. By the planting of trees, with  

help from the public purse, we have tried to 

encourage those who cannot normally enjoy the 

sights and signs of the countryside, to come and see 

how their money has been spent, and how it has 

added beauty to the countryside. I have been so lucky 

to have been born and lived all my life on a farm in 

the beautiful Exe Valley”.  

 

There were lovely permitted access walks over Johns 

farm especially his “Blue-bell walk” in the spring.  

Tina Ayre 

 

The Editor adds: 

I was very sad to hear of the death of John 

Greenslade  just before we went to print with Focus. 

John and his wife Jan farmed at the far north-east of 

Thorverton parish, at Way Farm and then at Byway 

Farm. In recent years they had opened their farm 

each year for bluebell walks. I remember a few years 

ago when Jane and I were unable to join the walk on 

the allotted day, John invited us to come on another 

day and he took us round on a conducted tour. 

Nothing was too much trouble for him.  

 

Jane Ristic interviewed John for Focus On... in 2013, 

which we ran across three editions such was his full 

and interesting life. Jane opened her article with the 

following: 
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The Farmer’s Lament by Farmer John  

 

When I took up farming I was just a lad. I looked at 

our pastures and my heart was glad.  

I was ready to take on the world if need be, and a 

good fruitful future was all I could see.  

 

Then a man from the Ministry came to my door and 

said “Now young fellow, you must produce more.  

In London we’ve worked out a wonderful plan to 

double your output, make you a rich man.” 

“Half your land is just hedge and wood. How can 

that possibly be any good?  

Improve your acres and efficiency and I will make 

sure that you’re paid handsomely.”  

So I followed his schemes, although it was hard 

when the last of the horses went from our yard. 

I bought a new tractor and a big Ransomes plough; it 

brings me to tears when I think of it now. 

We ploughed up the scrublands, orchids and all, and 

with great satisfaction watched the trees fall.  

We burnt up the branches and blew out the stumps - 

the ponds in the meadow were our rubbish dumps.  

We grubbed out the hedges to make larger fields, the 

bigger the better, to increase our yields. 

We worked on like beavers and never once paused, 

and were paid very well for the havoc we caused.  

 

Forty years on there’s a knock on the door. The man 

from the Ministry, same as before. 

“There’s cash to make now if you plant a tree. It’s 

awfully exciting I think you’ll agree.  

We’d rather like some of your farm to grow wild just 

like you remember when you were a child; 

A hedge by the hillside, a copse just beyond, while 

for fishes and frogs a nice stream and pond.”  

Well. Now I’m newly retired and I sing this sad 

song. Some of the things I did were so wrong. 

“What did the most damage?” I ask constantly. “The 

man from the Ministry, Dutch elm…or me?” 

 

Despite the sentiment of the lament above, I never 

found John to be bitter, in fact quite the opposite. He 

could see the funny side of it. He was a lovely man, 

kind hearted and good humoured. He will be greatly 

missed. 

 

Regrets  

by C. G. Protheroe 

 

Jacob Wetherby was only too happy to share the 

regrets of his life. Sitting in his usual corner at the 

Fox and Hounds, he would recount to those willing 

to listen, the many opportunities he had missed. 

Indeed, he was holding forth on one of his favourites 

at that very moment. “My biggest regret” as he liked 

to call it. 

 

“You know, my biggest regret…,” he said, leaning 

forward and focusing his eyes rather unsteadily on 

Arthur Wilkins who sat opposite. Arthur was one of 

the few locals who had not been worn down by 

Jacob’s tales of disappointment over the years. The 

latter’s willingness to keep Arthur’s glass full, rather 

than an interest in hearing an oft repeated woe, 

probably accounted for that fact.  As for Jacob, this 

rare act of generosity on his part was no doubt 

prompted by Arthur’s receptiveness; the occasional 

grunt of acknowledgement, or question he might ask, 

to show he was still listening. For, in other respects, 

Jacob wasn’t known for being keen to spend his 

money. 

 

“What’s that then?” came the required response. 

Arthur had half an idea what was coming, as there 

were usually two possible candidates for the category 

of Jacob’s “biggest regret”. 

 

“Why, Marley Grange, when it came up for sale. 

Ooh, must be ten years ago now. I had the chance to 

buy it, you know. The business was going well and I 

had the money. A real bargain it was.” 

 

“Well, why didn’t you?” Arthur, despite knowing all 

about this old chestnut, dutifully provided Jacob with 

the opportunity to elaborate. 

 

“Ah, I nearly did. But, then, you know, being on my 

own, there was no one to give a bit of 

encouragement.” He paused in contemplation of what 

might have been.  “No telling what I’d be worth 

now.” He sighed deeply at yet another lost prospect 

of enrichment. Indecision on his part, combined with 

the lack of someone to take a decision for him, lay 

behind most of his missed opportunities. People 

wondered how he had ever managed to run the 

business from which he had retired very comfortably 

off only the previous year. The fact was that it had 

been thriving when he had inherited it from his 

father, and his cautious approach had served it well 

enough. 

 

“But it’s a really nice house you’ve got now, Jacob,” 

Arthur responded brightly. “It may be so, but you 

won’t see mine appreciating in value, modern, new-

built thing. Whereas a bit of work on Marley Grange, 

and it would be worth a lot more.” 

 

“Marley Grange, is it you’re talking about?” A 

stranger, who had been sitting at an adjoining table, 

had turned round and was now regarding them. 

“Why, haven’t you heard? That’s just gone on the 

market.”   
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Jacob, looking past Arthur at the man, was clearly 

interested in this piece of news. “Has it, now?” he 

said and, then, after a pause, “They’ll be asking a 

pretty packet, I expect.” 

“Mmm, not necessarily,” responded the man. I know 

the owner a bit. He’s had a bad time since he bought 

the Grange some years ago. Wife had some sort of 

breakdown and eventually packed up and left him. 

He’s been really ill since and has now moved out. I 

believe he’s keen to get shot of the place. Probably 

take a good offer” 

 

“Doesn’t surprise me.” One of the older locals, Toby 

Mossett, standing nearby at the bar, had joined in the 

conversation. “It’s always had a funny reputation that 

place, ever since Mrs Cartwright died there. When I 

were just a boy that was. Cor, nigh on seventy years 

ago now. Would you credit that? There was a right to 

do at the time of course.” 

 

“What sort of to do?” Arthur, who was always ready 

to hear a bit of gossip, even of an ancient variety, was 

now also showing interest. 

 

“Well, it’s a long time ago, but I remember my 

parents talking about it. Seems her husband had done 

for her. Apparently, he thought she was carrying on 

with the Vicar, Rev’d Dawes it was then, There’d 

been some sort of argument. Mr Cartwright ended up 

pushing her and she fell. Wasn’t found to be murder. 

Didn’t hang him. Still, he got sent to prison and the 

old house was shut up for years. Me and my mates 

used to play in the grounds. Real wilderness it 

became. But I never liked the house. All boarded up. 

Gloomy old place. We used to egg each other on to 

get inside, but none of us had the nerve and we 

stayed well clear of it. Eventually, somebody bought 

it. There was talk of it becoming a small hotel but 

that came to nothing. Had quite a few owners since. 

Why, you’re not still going on about buying the 

Grange, are you, Jacob?” At that point, Reg, the 

barman, placed a fresh pint in front of him and his 

attention turned to contemplation of that.  

 

The conversation broke up and, shortly afterwards, 

Jacob was making his way home, turning over in his 

mind what he had heard, and thinking it might just be 

worth a visit to the Estate Agents on the morrow to 

see whether it was true that Marley Grange was for 

sale. He didn’t take seriously the stuff he’d just heard 

about its past. He wasn’t the sort of person to let the 

little imagination he had run away with him and, 

anyway, all old houses acquired such stories. But, if 

the circumstances meant that he might get it at a 

good price, well it might be worth a look. As he’d 

been telling Arthur, he had long regretted missing out 

on the opportunity to purchase it years before. He 

was retired now and had the time and money to get 

done any work that was needed. It’d show some folk 

if he were to end up owning the Grange after all. 

 

A few days later, he was with the Agent who was 

showing him around the house. It was the first time 

he had been there, not having got as far as visiting 

when it had last come up. It was evident that its 

previous owners had not done much to it over the 

years, which meant, he thought to himself, that it still 

possessed a lot of character. More importantly, he 

considered, it should give him grounds to beat down 

the price, not that he thought they were asking an 

unreasonable figure even allowing for the state of the 

place. As he moved through the ground floor rooms, 

he ran over in his mind the changes he might make, 

double-glazing, central heating, a new kitchen. Why, 

the place could be transformed. Climbing the stairs 

that led up to a landing that ran around the sides 

above the central hall, he paused near the top. It was 

clear some repair had been carried out on the handrail 

at that point, a piece of wood having been inserted 

where presumably it had been damaged in the past. It 

didn’t look a very professional job and indeed the rail 

moved as he pushed his hand against it. As he made a 

mental note that this would need some attention, it 

came back to him, what Toby had said in the pub, 

about a woman having fallen and been killed, pushed 

by her jealous husband. Might this be the spot, he 

wondered? Looking down, it was evident that a fall 

onto the floor below might well cause serious injury 

if not death. He shivered but comforted himself with 

the thought that he had never married, which, on 

another occasion, would have been another subject of 

regret. 

 

The resolve to buy the house, now this new 

opportunity had arisen, overcame his usual 

indecision. Somewhat to his surprise, his offer, well 

below the asking price, was accepted and, a few 

months later, he found himself the owner of Marley 

Grange. A local builder, Lenny Hansford, was 

engaged to do the work and, early in the morning, as 

summer turned to autumn, his vans could be seen 

setting off from the village. However, things did not 

go to plan. Jacob had not been seen at the pub since 

moving in but rumours circulated at the Fox and 

Hounds that Lenny was having a problem with his 

workmen, who were increasingly reluctant to spend 

time in the old house. It was said they thought it was 

haunted. Indeed his carpenter, after just a day, flatly 

refused to work there again. Added to all this, 

according to Lenny, Jacob kept changing his mind 

over what he wanted doing and was now saying he 

regretted ever buying the place, it was costing him so 

much money.  Eventually, the work stopped 

altogether. Shortly afterwards, word reached those 

frequenting the pub that Jacob had had an accident, a 
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fall. Well, of course, there was muttering on old 

Toby’s part. Hadn’t he warned him about what sort 

of place it was, and that no good had ever come to 

those who lived there. 

 

One evening, Doctor Jones dropped in to the Fox and 

Hounds after finishing his surgery. Arthur was also in 

there, a little disconsolate these days as, to tell the 

truth, he was missing his drinking companion, for all 

his tales of regret. More especially, he had not found 

another so willing to buy him a pint. 

 

“How are you then, Doctor?” he enquired as he came 

up to the bar. 

 

“Not so bad, thank you, Arthur,” came the reply. 

“How about you?” 

 

“Oh, could be better. Find my knees don’t like this 

cold, damp weather.”  

 

Doctor Jones replied that he was sorry to hear that, 

but avoided being drawn in to further conversation 

about Arthur’s knees, which he suspected might lead 

on to various other ailments, and instead ordered a 

whisky from Reg. He was about to move over to one 

of the tables when Arthur touched him on the arm. 

“Hope you don’t mind my asking, Doctor, but how’s 

Jacob doing? Haven’t seen him now for months and 

heard he’d had a bit of a fall.” 

 

“Quite a bad one actually. Stair rail broke and he fell 

through. Lucky really. He broke his leg so spends 

quite a bit of time just sitting. Hit his head though 

when he fell and that seems to have affected him. 

That’s been the main concern. To be frank, I wasn’t 

sure he’d be able to manage; but when I popped in to 

see him last week to see if he needed a regular help 

set up, he was very insistent he could look after 

himself. He gets his food delivered and says he has a 

niece who comes to see him every day. Why don’t 

you drop by, Arthur? I’m sure he’d enjoy a chat with 

an old friend and it would do him good.”  

 

Arthur looked at the Doctor, a puzzled expression on 

his face. “A niece visits him you say. Well, that’s a 

funny thing,” he mused. “Jacob always liked to tell 

me about his regrets. ‘My biggest regret’, he would 

say. Then he’d either go on about how he wished 

he’d bought Marley Grange years ago. Well, much 

good that’s done him now he has.  Other times 

though, it would be about how he’d never had any 

family, was an only child and never got married. So, 

who’s this niece then?”  

 

THE END 

 

The Sky at Night 
October 2020 

October sky: spot Saturn close to bright Jupiter in the 

South. You can only imagine tiny Pluto between 

them. Meanwhile orange Mars lurks in the East in 

late evening. Venus: Catch Venus in the East well 

before sunrise if you can get up, it’s a truly startling 

lightbulb moment (from the third brightest object of 

our sky) if you’re awake enough to appreciate it!  

 

In the middle of October a probe is passing on its 

way to Mercury. This will be the first attempt to 

corroborate the findings of phosphine gas in the 

Venusian atmosphere; it is a marker and potential 

sign of life. However, all other routes to produce this 

gas have to be discounted before claiming it as a 

definite sign of bacteria. If they’re found, and far 

from easy to be collected, the poor things can only 

exist in small sections of the atmosphere as most of it 

is too acidic or hot. Nevertheless, such a 

confirmation would be astounding: the first life 

outside Earth! More on this later. 

 

Asteroids: doctor, doctor ...... we might all guess the 

joke 

Often overlooked as undersized and inert, the 

asteroids are worth a look. Like all objects in space 

they bear a name, or number, and are well worth 

careful study not least because they can pack a 

punch. Also, they used to rain down on Earth and 

most likely brought welcome solid water to an early 

hot Earth! 

 

What are they? Here is a belt of rocks halfway out 

into the solar system, suspended in between Mars and 

Jupiter. Some are rocky with a mixture of ice, mud 

and frozen gases inside. Others, slightly further 

away, still rocky, but covered in ice, are too far for 

the rays of the sun to warm them significantly. They 

mimic what the early solar system most likely 

resembled, before the planets were formed, hanging 

as it were in suspended animation waiting for gravity 

to bring them together into a giant ball. However, 

there is not enough material left now to make up 

even a small planet. 

 

Are they dangerous? Yes, potentially. Well, a million 

or more are 1 km in size or larger. They bump into 

each other as, race-wise, they rush in orbit around the 

sun at the same astonishing speeds as Jupiter and 

nearby Mars. Some, about a thousand, have Earth-

colliding orbits. Fortunately, most are being watched 

carefully and the chances of collisions between us 

and the larger ones are remote. 

 

But these astral bodies are no joke. Small rogue 

asteroids, at around 20-40,000mph, rarely hit the 
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ground. Instead they release all their incredible 

energy as sound, heat and light exploding into the 

sky. Quietly last year, data came through from 16 

monitoring stations of the third-largest blast in 

modern times. Pictured by a far-away satellite as a 

small orange flash amongst the clouds above the sea, 

this explosion released the energy equivalent to 

almost 200,000 tonnes of TNT, ten times that of the 

Hiroshima atom bomb.  

 

Luckily such events are rare and high up in the  

atmosphere. However, the potential effect of such 

occurrences should not be ignored, after all that rock 

was only ten metres across! Try Googling 

Chelyabinsk/YouTube - remember when Russian 

cars’ dash-cams, fitted to record evidence for 

insurance claims, captured instead that 5 second 

journey of a huge fireball zipping through the 100 

miles of atmosphere, the 3metre core fizzed out 

finally, plopping into a frozen lake? It yielded twice 

the energy of the 2019 event and blasted windows 

and doors for miles around. 

Trees felled by the Tunguska explosion 

 

But 100 times that energy was released in 1908 when 

1000 square miles of Siberian forest were flattened 

by an exploding object around 100 metres wide. This 

Tunguska event with its ‘bomb’ exploding a km or so 

above the ground dwarfed even 2000 atom bombs. 

80million trees were flattened. 

 

In the past, much larger bodies of say, 10 miles 

across, have wiped out most species with the energy 

of millions of atom bombs! Mercifully, these are 

increasingly rare events, just one or two of them 

spanning aeons of time. 

 

In common with the formation of the first planets, 

small rocks in the asteroid belt, up to the size of the 

Isle of Wight, should naturally but slowly coalesce, 

forming groups together under the mutual influence 

of their small, but growing gravity. However, big old 

Jupiter ten times wider than our Earth, thunders past, 

hoovering up anything in its path and violently 

disturbing such grouplets (planetesimals), each one 

only a step away from becoming a proto-planet. Like 

an oversized playground bully, Jupiter has 

marshalled the asteroids in its vicinity keeping them 

separated or thrown out of the solar system 

altogether, the sad fate of many asteroids. 

 

The largest, Ceres, is almost spherical; discovered 

two centuries ago it’s one of the few large asteroids 

that can be seen with the naked eye. Next is Vesta, 

over 500 km across and with such a large volcano, 

the lava has covered much of its pockmarked surface. 

It is an ancient survivor, destined to have become a 

small planet had Jupiter not formed first. Interesting 

enough to visit? You bet. There have been plenty of 

spacecraft rendezvousing with these archaic 

sentinels, searching for the chemicals that made up 

the embryonic solar system before the formation of 

the planets. It’s like going back in time because in so 

many ways the asteroids haven’t changed that much 

in 4 1/2 billion years. Little chance of finding life 

there? Unlikely, extremely unlikely, but there again, 

this is 2020! 

 

Ceres (bottom left), the Moon and Earth shown to 

scale 

Peter Hargood 

 

 
Dog Show 2019 
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Legal Eagle 
 

A contract is said to be frustrated when, subsequent 

to its formation, and without the fault of the parties, it 

becomes impossible to perform or the performance 

becomes radically different from that contemplated 

by the parties. The circumstances which will lead to 

frustration are found in the common law and whilst at 

one time the rules regarding the financial 

consequences of frustration were also found in the 

common law, the position is now governed by the 

provisions of the Law Reform (Frustrated 

Contracts) Act 1943. 
Where a contract is deemed to be frustrated, the 

effect is that the contract is automatically terminated 

and the parties are relieved of further performance. 

It is possible, although by no means certain, that 

present restrictions imposed by Parliament in the 

light of the pandemic may lead to contracts being 

frustrated and the financial consequence being 

resolved in accordance with the provisions of the 43 

Act. 

 

Historically contracts will be regarded as frustrated, 

where a change in the law makes further performance 

illegal; where the performance depended upon the 

happening of a specific event and the event is 

cancelled; where the performance depends upon the 

continued existence of the subject-matter of the 

contract and the subject matter ceases to exist, and 

the impossibility of performing the contract in the 

manner stipulated. 

 

The fact that a contract becomes more difficult, less 

attractive, less profitable to perform, will not, of 

itself, result in the contract being frustrated. 

The majority of commercial contracts contain a force 

majeure clause which excuses one or both parties 

from performance on the happening of specified 

events. The events specified are often much wider 

than those in which a contract might be regarded as 

frustrated. A consequence of the inclusion of a force 

majeure clause is that the doctrine of frustration will 

not apply to the particular contract. 

When considering whether, in the light of the present 

restrictions, a contract has been frustrated, the first 

place to look is in the contract itself to see, if there is 

any provision covering the situation which has 

occurred. If not, then it may be that the doctrine of 

frustration applies. 

 

In the event that the doctrine does apply, how are the 

financial consequences to be resolved? It may be, for 

example that the terms of the contract required a 

party to make an advanced payment; is the money 

paid recoverable? What if a party, having entered 

into a contract, goes to expense in ensuring that he is 

able to perform his part of the contract? Can the 

expenses incurred be recovered? 

 

Let’s take an example of how the Act would apply in 

a particular situation. A and B enter into a contract 

with C, for C to organise  A  and B’s wedding 

celebrations. The total cost of the package is £25,000. 

The contract provides for a pre-payment of £5,000 by 

A & B to C. This sum is paid by A & B to C. Shortly 

before the wedding is due to take place, Parliament, 

in response to the increasing number of Coronavirus 

cases, imposes a national lockdown. The contract 

between A and B, and C is frustrated due to a change 

in the law making  performance impossible. At the 

time when the contract was frustrated C had incurred 

expenses totalling £7,750 in performing her 

obligations under the contract.  

 

What the Act does in such circumstances is to try to 

achieve a balance. Under s1(2), A and B are entitled 

to recover the £5,000 advance payment. This, 

however, is subject to the right of C to retain from 

the pre-payment a sum which the court regards as 

just in respect of expenses incurred by C in the 

performance of the contract. C’s right is limited, 

however, to the amount of the pre-payment. So it 

may be the case that a court would regard it as being 

just to allow C to retain the £5,000 in respect of the 

£7,750 incurred. On the other hand the court may 

decide that a smaller sum should be retained by C, in 

which case A and B would recover part of the pre-

payment. What C cannot do is recover more than the 

stipulated pre-payment.  

 

The position would be the same if the contract had 

stipulated for a pre-payment but the stipulated sum 

had not been paid by A and B as required, prior to the 

frustrating event. C would be entitled to recover from 

A and B such sum as the court felt just in respect of 

the expenses incurred by C in the performance of the 

contract, not exceeding the stipulated £5,000 pre-

payment.   

 

The Act further provides that where a party to a 

frustrated contract has, prior to frustration, conferred 

on the other party by way of a partial performance  of 

the contract, a valuable benefit the party conferring 

the benefit may recover from the party on whom the 

benefit was conferred,  such sum as the court 

considers just, having regard to all of the 

circumstances s1(3). This involves a three stage 

process: First the court must identify the benefit 

which must be valued. The court may then award 

such sum, not greater than the value of the benefit, as 

it considers just having regard to all the 

circumstances. 

Clive Hamblin 
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Mature Lime Hawkmoth 
larva  
Photo Jenny Garne  

Musk Thistle Photo Jenny Garne 

Nature Notes 
 

I once said I don’t as a rule find lime hawkmoths in 

our garden but I found one by day last year on 10
th
 

May and light trapped one in our garden this year on 

25
th
 May. On 6

th
 August after coming home from 

work, Rowena and 

I sat in the garden 

enjoying a cup of 

coffee when I 

noticed something 

crawling up the 

wall of what used 

to be the old 

outside toilet 

building to the 

cottages! Closer 

inspection showed 

it was a hawkmoth 

larva, being quite 

large and with an 

electric blue horn 

tail, but I had not 

seen this larva 

before or from 

pictures in books. 

Overall it looked 

grey but closer 

inspection showed 

its body was 

pinkish brown 

overlaid with grey 

dots. It turned 

out to be a 

mature lime 

hawkmoth larva. 

It is normally portrayed in books as a beautiful bright 

green larva with diagonal yellow stripes but what we 

witnessed was the larva having transformed its body 

to the point where it was ready to pupate. Its normal 

foodplant is lime or elm. We don’t have lime in the 

garden but the little building on which we found it is 

right beside elm growing on the hedge, so this no 

doubt was its food source.  

I thought I had finished the tale of the lime 

hawkmoth when quite unexpectedly on 31
st
 August 

another larva turned up. The previous night  I had set 

up my moth trap in the garden, inspected the catch 

the next morning but left the moths in the trap 

covered by a sheet with a little corner exposed so 

moths can fly out if wished. Normally I would let the 

moths out in the morning but recently robin, wren or 

a blackbird has made off with a released moth in the 

blink of an eye. On this occasion I left it to early 

evening to quickly release the moths so the birds 

were not expecting my normal routine. I had just 

arrived at the moth trap when something plopped 

down to the ground beside the trap and started 

wriggling. To my horror a young green lime 

hawkmoth caterpillar was being attacked by a species 

of parasitic wasp, yellow ophion I think. I managed 

to remove and despatch the wasp with a stick and the 

larva seemed alright, and I hope the wasp was not 

able to inject eggs of its larvae into the caterpillar. I 

put the caterpillar up onto leaves of the elm from 

where it came from and it was seen later having 

moved beneath the leaves.  

 

A to Z  Raddon Top continued. 
Our next walk to Raddon Top was on 9

th
 May and 

this time we took the track off the road opposite 

Raddon Court signposted to Raddon Hill Farm. On 

this track we spotted a small and pretty micro moth 

called Pyrausta aurata and a common lizard. While 

walking through the cultivated field just before the 

stile to the pine, two skylarks were singing away and 

flying quite low to the crop. Along the ridge gorse 

was still flowering, attracting flies and bees but quite 

unexpectedly we came across a beetle we think is a 

tanbark borer Phymatodes testaceus. This beetle is 

normally nocturnal and quite skittish but it never 

moved when I got in close for a picture. It is seen 

from May to September and lays eggs in standing 

dead timber or recently cut trunks favouring oak but 

will use several other species including Picea of 

which scots pine is a member. Did you know that a 

scots pine can live for 300 years?  Leaving the pine 

plantation behind you and walking along the ridge 

towards the parking area and road you pass two 

hawthorn trees and a large beech under which sheep 

take shelter.  

On 17
th
 May most of the gorse blossom was over but 

the 

hawthorns 

were in full 

flower. The 

remaining 

flowers of 

gorse had 

attracted 

flies, bees 

and also 

tiny moths. 

The 31
st
 

May was 

our next 

walk to Raddon Top and now the grass was baked 

brown, this May having been recorded as the driest 

on record. In the company of the lone pine and dotted 

around the field in all their beauty were purple 

headed musk thistles Carduus nutans also known as 

nodding thistle and yellow flowered hawkbit. Several 

meadow brown butterflies were on the wing and 

around the gorse were ichneumon type insects of 

black and bright yellow with dangly legs. On the lone 
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pine we found a dull black beetle which I have come to the conclusion is another colour form of the tanbark borer. 

If there are any beetle experts reading this, I would be grateful to know if my identification is correct.  

. 

Last Word. 

On sale at the Post Office from 1
st
 October is a set of stamps titled ‘Brilliant Bugs’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Garne. 
01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Court Barton Close from The Rookery 
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Puzzles 
 

Congratulations again to Sylv Gregory and Ian Stoyle 

for completing the Sudoku in September’s Focus and 

submitting their completed grid. 

 

Su Doku 

 

Here is another Su Doku puzzle (each horizontal and 

vertical line must contain each of the numbers from 

one to nine). I hope that you will find this a little 

harder than some of the recent ones that we have had 

in Focus: 

 
 

The following three puzzles are taken from a 

collection of Martin Gardner’s puzzles. Martin was 

author of the Mathematical Games column for the 

Scientific American for 25 years. 

 
Big Cross-Out Swindle 

 

Cross out nine letters in such a way that the 

remaining letters make a single word: 

 

N A I S N I E N L G E L T E T W E O R R S D 

 

 
Interrupted Bridge 

 

I know that there are several cards players out there, 

so here is one for you - Ed: 

 

After you have dealt about half the cards for a bridge 

game, the telephone rings. You put down the undealt 

cards to answer the phone. After you return, neither 

you nor anyone else can remember where the last 

card was dealt. No-one has touched any of the dealt 

cards. Without counting the cards in any hand, or the 

number of cards yet to be dealt, how can you finish 

the deal rapidly and accurately, giving each player 

exactly the same cards as they would have received if 

you hadn’t been interrupted?  

 
Time the Toast 

 

Even the simplest of household tasks can present 

complicated problems in operational research. 

Consider the preparation of three slices of hot 

buttered toast. The toaster is the old-fashioned type, 

with hinged doors on its two sides. It holds two 

pieces of bread at once but toasts each of them on 

one side only. To toast both sides it is necessary to 

open the doors and reverse the slices. 

  
It takes three seconds to put a slice of bread into the 

toaster, three seconds to take it out and three seconds 

to reverse a slice without removing it. Both hands are 

required for each of these operations, which means 

that it is not possible to put in, take out or turn two 

slices simultaneously. Nor is it possible to butter a 

slice while another slice is being put into the toaster, 

turned or taken out (are you following all this? – Ed). 

The toasting time for one side of a piece of bread is 

thirty seconds. It takes twelve seconds to butter a 

slice. 

 

Each slice is buttered on one side only. No side may 

be buttered until it has been toasted. A slice toasted 

and buttered on one side may be returned for toasting 

on its other side. The toaster is warmed up at the 

start. In how short a time can three slices of bread be 

toasted on both sides and buttered (probably less time 

than it took you to comprehend these instructions - 

Ed)? 
 

  

    
1 

 
2 

  

 
2 

 
9 

   
4 

 

  
4 

 
8 6 
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Devon Historic Churches 
Walk/Cycle 
 

Some photos of those who walked or cycled to some 

or all of the churches in the Nethexe Parishes (more 

photos on the back page): 
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The Garden in October  

October is the month of endings and beginnings. The 

old season is coming to an end and tidying jobs are 

connected with this. The new season begins this 

month with seed sowing, and garlic and onions can 

be planted to over-winter.  

 

The most important job at the moment is to harvest 

and collect fruit and veg before the weather catches 

us out. If you have enough room to store apples and 

squash, both store well in cool mouse-proof and 

frost-free areas. At this point, glossy magazines come 

in handy for wrapping round apples for winter 

storage. One page per apple. If any apples go off, this 

prevents them affecting their neighbours. We are 

now going to store our apples in a shed in metal trays 

and try and pile them up so that the mice cannot 

climb up! If you have apples that do not store well, 

then cook them and freeze them. Blackberries have 

been good this year and also freeze well, cooked or 

uncooked. 

 

Do not prune your fruit bushes or trees yet. Wait until 

they have gone fully dormant and lost all their leaves. 

This is usually December onwards to February. 

Many other bushes however can have a tidy haircut 

and this helps with the beginning of the winter tidy 

up. There are shrubs that need no cutting back now 

and these include all the earliest flowering shrubs. If 

you cut these back, you lose next year’s flowers. 

Also avoid cutting back Buddleia drastically at this 

point of time even if quite overgrown. Just cut back 

sufficiently for the branches to cope with a winter 

storm, to prevent wind rock damage and then cut 

right back in the spring. 

 

Perennial geraniums, Carex, a big spikey grass, and 

ferns can all be given a good haircut now. I find it 

helps to clear these back as I can then see what’s 

happening around them and remove and tidy things 

up. Of course, the choice to do this now is yours as it 

can all be left for winter interest and insect habitat 

but it usually has to be tackled at some point and I 

find it easier to clear before the weather makes it 

soggy, or the new growth begins to come through 

making cutting off the old difficult. 

 

In the vegetable patch, clear away finished crops and 

tidy away supporting canes etc. The important 

decision now is the rotation, and choosing space for 

next year’s produce. If you have straightforward 

plots that are already in a rotation, this is not 

complicated and, apart from small changes, you 

already know which areas will grow which 

vegetable. The problem arises if your vegetable plots 

are dotted around. Keeping tabs on your rotation plan 

is vital as it leads to disease and infections if you 

grow some vegetables too quickly in the same soil. 

The most well-known is with brassicas, which can 

develop a very unpleasant disease called club root. If 

this turns up on your veggie bed, it can hang around 

for twenty years. The best way to avoid these 

problems is to keep a strict rotation. 

 

Every autumn I write down next year’s plan and 

check that every crop is moving on and not repeated 

for four years. Three is acceptable, four is playing 

safe! I always think I will remember it and don’t, and 

I am always tempted to fill up spaces but, on 

checking the plan, change my mind not wishing to 

risk infection. 

 

So keep your alliums together, and potatoes and 

brassicas and beans as separate groups, and move 

them around in the same order each year. These four 

groups all like rich soil so add manure and garden 

compost each year. The other group is root 

vegetables which are sown in the spring. These do 

not need any extra feeding or else you will get lots of 

greenery and not enough vegetable growth. So there 

is lots to be taken into consideration. 

 

The onion bed should be prepared straight away if 

you want to plant out overwintering onion sets. These 

can be bought from garden centres and should go in 

the ground at the end of the month. These onions will 

be varieties that can generally cope with winter 

conditions. If you don’t manage to put these in now, 

the summer varieties can be sown early next spring. 

Garlic and elephant garlic can also be planted now. 

 

Well, Neville, lots to think about, prepare and 

organize.Whatever you do outside in the garden or on 

the veggie patch, it will help. 

 

                             Happy Gardening 

                                  Lorraine 

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Cows in a field at Netherexe 

 
 

  

 

On a TARTS walk near Molland (in 2019): 
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ON-LINE   TUTORING 
 

 
Are you concerned that your child's 
progress may be held back by the 
school closures? 
 

If so, online tutoring - delivered by 
an experienced, DBS-cleared 
teacher who lives locally - may be 
the answer.  
 

I'm an English specialist with a 
good additional breadth and depth 
of knowledge across the curriculum 
for all ages.   

Jack Spicer 
Phone 07956022679 
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PERSONAL TRAINING & MENTAL 

HEALTH FITNESS 

 
Mental health nurse & award winning personal 

trainer offering a holistic approach to personal 

training at Sole2Soul's fully equipped gym 

studio in Netherexe.  

sole2soulfitness@gmail.com  

 

www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open every lunchtime and 

evening and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 

 
 

mailto:sole2soulfitness@gmail.com
http://www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk/
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M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 

 
 



Focus on Thorverton  47   Vol 51 No9 October  2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Hoopcott Dog Walking 

 

Local reliable, honest, trustworthy, DBS 

checked, Insured and Canine first Aid 

trained Dog walker covering Stoke Canon, 

Rewe, Huxham, Thorverton, Upexe and 

Silverton. 

Offering Daily, weekly or one off dog walks. 

Puppy, Cat and small animal visits. House 

sitting, Pet sitting and pet taxi service. 

For further information 0754 651 4854  

Email hoopcottdog@btinternet.com or 

Facebook. 
 

mailto:hoopcottdog@btinternet.com
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 
 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

Also now offering all aspects of tree surgery

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector      Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 

Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)  Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk             Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU.   
Phone: 01392 861228. 

 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
       Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30 for newspapers only. 
Business Manager:     Jan Hamilton  07764461575. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Georgia Martin; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Rachel Mildon 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
MOST  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 

 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 

Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372 - 
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine        Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450. 
 Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 

 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136, 
srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 

 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise. 

(These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

Oct. 12
th
 and 26

th
       Oct. 5

th
 and 19

th
  

 

Mobile Library 
Thursdays every 4 weeks in the Quarry Car Park from 15.45 to 16.20.  Oct. 15

th
, Nov. 12

th
, Dec. 10th. 

New members welcome - contact Tiverton Library on 01884 244644 or tiverton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk. 

 

Union Flag Flying days in October 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
The majority of bus services resumed from 14th June, as below. The temporary pre-9.30 free travel concession for 

National Bus Pass-holders is being withdrawn to help ensure capacity for workers during peak hours. 
 

Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

http://roadworks.org/
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Devon Historic Churches Ride/Walk 
 

On Saturday 12
th
 September several people from the Nethexe 

Parishes walked or cycled to one or more of the nine churches in the 

Netherexe Parishes.  This was in support of Devon Historic Churches 

Trust and Thorverton Parish Church Fabric appeal. If you would like to 

support Devon Historic Churches Trust and Thorverton Parish Church 

Fabric Appeal by making a donation, you may do so at: 

https://bit.ly/2FDrwSn. 

 

 

 

 

One brave foursome (Ward Crawford, Roger Acock, Robert 

Stephenson and Peter Colebrook) – pictured below - walked the 20-

odd miles between all of the churches on Wednesday 25
th
 

September. 

 
 

 

https://bit.ly/2FDrwSn

