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 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 
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Advertisements and Notices 
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 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 
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LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 
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Front Cover: Exeter Chiefs – European Club Champions - photo courtesy of the Chiefs’ Media 

Team 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Please make cheques 

payable to “Focus”  

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
Did you notice that Exeter Chiefs rugby team 

completed a famous double in October, winning both 

the European and English Premiership Cups? Nail-

biting stuff it was too. Indeed, I was not too sorry that 

I was unable to watch the Premiership final after the 

tension of watching the previous weekend’s final. A 

terrific double, and with Thorverton links in the 

playing and coaching team I felt it reasonable to 

allow the Chiefs to take the front cover this month 

(the alternative of a photo of the River Exe in flood 

was not too attractive a prospect). 

 

Exeter Chiefs are not the only sporting team whose 

success is celebrated in Focus this month though. 

You will also be able to read about the winning 

exploits of our football and cricket teams on the 

pages immediately after our new colour spread of 

adverts which occupy the middle pages of Focus. 

 

Having colour adverts on the middle pages is 

something of an experiment. I hope that advertisers 

will find this a good way of giving extra prominence 

to their businesses. We would welcome feedback as 

to whether it is an experiment that we should make a 

regular thing. By the way, if you do use a business or 

service advertised in Focus it would be appreciated if 

you fed back to that provider where you saw their 

advert. 

 

We are, of course, most grateful to our advertisers, 

without whom we would not be able to afford to print 

a monthly magazine. With those who have adverts 

through the whole year we try to run these for a 

calendar year, so you can shortly be expecting to 

receive a request for payment for 2021.  

 

I am very pleased with the number and strength of 

articles again in this month’s magazine, despite 

having so few “events” to report on. Thank you to 

those who do report either occasionally or regularly. 

Please note that we won’t be printing a January 

edition, so any items which may be about things 

relevant to January will need to be covered in the 

December edition. Many of you will recall that we 

used to print every month apart from an August 

edition. I think that this was in the belief that the 

editorial team deserved a summer break. That belief 

has been superseded by recognition that our printers 

like to have a break over Christmas and so we would 

have needed a very early printing deadline for a 

January edition. Hence the decision not to print a 

separate January edition. 

 

I should just ask you to spend a few minutes filling in 

the Parish Council’s annual questionnaire (on page 5, 

but copies also available as an online version on the 

Council’s website, Facebook page and through 

Nextdoor). Feedback through the questionnaire will 

give the Council a better understanding of how it is 

perceived and what changes parishioners might be 

looking for. Thank you. 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Royston Kershaw, Churchwarden 
 

The Thorverton Parish Church Harvest Appeal 

for CHAT, the Churches Housing Action Team, 

raised over £300. This will help them to stock 

their foodbank. Many thanks to all who 

contributed. 
 

From Nathalie and Sebastian Clark, The Old Post 

Office 

 

Nathalie and Sebastian Clark are delighted to 

announce the birth of their son, Laurence Arthur 

Oldfield Clark. Laurence was born on the 6th 

October 2020 at home, in the Old Post Office, 

Thorverton.  

 
 

John Park 

 

From Penny and Alex Fice 

 

  

Victor John Park (John) died in hospital on Sunday 

20
th
 September aged 78 years.  John had lived all his 

life in Thorverton, he went to Thorverton Primary 

school in 1947 and Tiverton Heathcoats in 1953. 

John joined the Royal Navy shortly after leaving 

school and left in 1969.  He spent most of his 

working life at Thorverton Flour mill and Silverton 

Paper mill.  
 

John really enjoyed his sport - particularly both 

Thorverton cricket and football clubs where he ran 

the touch line for over 30 years. John’s health 

declined in 2017 and latterly was forever grateful for 

the dedication of the local community nurses who 

tended him regularly, and the family and friends who 

helped him throughout this period providing meals 

and support to enable him to remain at home and to 

be as comfortable as was possible. 

Richard Turner-Warwick, CBE   

February 1925 – September 2020 

 

From Gillian Bathe, one of Richard’s daughters 

 

 
 

Thank you, dear Friends, for your support and 

companionship to both Margaret and Richard during 

their 40 years+ retirement in Thorverton. Especially 

at this time to those who loyally continued to visit 

Dad and myself in his 3 years of bereavement. I 

greatly enjoyed getting to know you better and 

appreciated the opportunity to leave Dad with you for 

a little while. I must name Olivia, Jean, John and Ros 

because it was through them that I actually managed 

to get time at home with my own children and 

Graham. As time went on this became increasingly 

important for us all. 

 

As you know, it was a sad time for Dad, weathering 

not only Mum’s departure but also the diminishment 

of his vitality and vigour. As we discovered, his 

‘ideas’ never did depart (he was still planning 

excuses to enable me to visit him in his own ‘covid- 

protected’ room, as he died). We did enable him to 

have visits from Maddie - the Whippet - though, 

which seemed to be the most important thing. In 

keeping with his retired demeanour, he continued in 

style, dignified, stoical and appreciative throughout 

the latter deprivations of company. Given that he 

normally tackled problems in a physical way, his 

adaptation to blindness and incapacity was all the 

more impressive. 
 

My Dad was an energetic, generous and ultimately 

practical man. He loved resolving large problems and 

delighted in his inventive/machine solutions. Gus 

earlier proved a good ‘side-kick’ to these projects. 

Whether one says Sancho Panza to Don Quixote or 

Robin to Batman? They were both too radical for 

Mum to be happy with them in Pynes Garden. We 

always used to say that chainsaws were quite enough, 

it was good for Pynes and its plants that he never got 

a digger there.  



Focus on Thorverton  3   Vol 51 No10 November 2020 

 

 

 

Alongside the machines and plans ran a succession of 

dogs. Dad had always had an excellent way with 

them, largely taking their side, and they knew it. 

Discipline seemed to be a thing of his youth, 

something to be ‘got over’. It gave a whole new 

meaning to ‘dotage’. 
 

As a surgeon at the Hospital of St John and St 

Elizabeth, the nursing was staffed partly from the 

Order. With difficult operations Dad used to request 

intercessions of prayer from the sisters. With Mum 

he greatly appreciated the mid-week BCP 

communions at St Thomas’. Latterly we came to 

treasure Maurice and Fiona’s ministry at the Baptist 

Church, accompanied by Brian’s marvellous 

accompaniment. This was not to renege on the parish 

church but the acoustic and light helped Dad take 

part more fully and comfortably. Our thanks to 

Royston and Heather, not only for visiting but also 

for arranging with Katie for him to take communion 

at home on several occasions. This prayerful, 

spiritual aspect was most significant for him. 
 

There was one last discovery which I must share with 

families of the elderly. This was the contribution of 

Exeter Physio and their access to the Hydrotherapy 

pool at RD&E Orthopaedic department. (Admittedly 

these sessions cost about £30 a time but the result for 

Dad was impressive not only for his mobility but for 

his self confidence and enjoyment.)  
 

Dad was notoriously poor at unnecessarily exerting 

himself. Throughout his life he had had more than 

enough purposeful exertion and couldn’t relate to 

exercise for-the-sake-of-it. So visiting physios had no 

chance to help him maintain balance and muscle 

tone. He would be cooperative enough while they 

were with him and then just ignore the tasks 

thereafter. (Mum on the other hand, used to do hers 

religiously in the orchard, gripping her ‘Presidential’ 

garden chair which was otherwise unused by her for 

relaxation; she was always gardening whilst outside.) 

As I say, Bev’s encouragement at the pool brought 

out the latent competitive spirit in Dad - he used to 

say ‘if my exercise needs more effort I just think of 

Cambridge’! 
 

The last thanks I have to give is to Thorverton Bell 

Ringers. They rang a joyous peal for Mum’s 

Thanksgiving in 2017 and although the ringers sadly 

were not gathering to be able to record one for Dad’s 

celebration, we were able to play our recording from 

Mum’s; thus tying in Thorverton to the ‘send off’ of 

a kind, talented and idiosyncratic man.  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

John Coles 

 

The sad news reached me just before going to print 

that another ninety-year old died recently – John 

Coles. John was a very well regarded historian and 

archaeologist. Last year he gave me a copy of a book 

that he had just written detailing his experience in the 

archaeological field between 1955 and 1980. It 

chronicled a fascinating career. I hope to have a 

tribute to John in December’s Focus. Ed. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
The following report is based on the draft Minutes from the Parish 

Council meeting held in October 2020.  The full Minutes can be 

found on the notice board in School Lane and on the Website.   

The next meeting will take place on November 10
th
 2020 via Zoom. 

Clerk: Alison Marshall thorvertonpc@gmail.com 

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk   
 

 

Silver Street Footpath project: It was agreed that the working group would meet to review the public feedback 

received and to answer the questions raised. D/Cllr Deed would look into any legal matters raised with Mid Devon 

District Council. It was expected that a decision on how to take the project forward would be made at the 

November meeting. Details of the proposed footpath can be found on the website or obtained from the Clerk.    
 

Planning applications and decisions:  

i) 20/01223/FULL retention of access track and vehicle hardstanding at 9 Silver Street, Thorverton. Refused.  

ii) 20/01375/CAT notification regarding works on 1 Cypress and 1 Lime tree within the Conservation Area at Mar 

Lodge, Thorverton. No objection.  

iii) 20/01413/FULL erection of an agricultural storage building and stables at Tallets Barn, Heathfield, Thorverton.  

It was noted that the MDDC Historic Environmental Team had objected to this application.  
 

A second Defibrillator for Thorverton: Due to Covid it had been difficult to plan fundraising events for the 

agreed second defibrillator, to be sited on the external wall of the WI Hut. The Parish Council was, therefore, 

pleased to accept an offer from resident Maggie Dunlop to oversee the fundraising, and also to continue with the 

management of both the original and new machines. To donate to this cause please contact the Clerk or Maggie 

Dunlop. 
 

Satisfaction Survey – your chance to provide feedback on your Parish Council: The annual Satisfaction 

Survey will be available for completion and return through November. If you would like to provide feedback you 

can obtain a copy of this short survey form from the Clerk, the Website, Facebook or Next Door.  There is also a 

copy on the next page.  We would love to hear from you. 
 

Grant Funding given and Letters of Support: The Parish Council agreed to supply a letter of support for 

external funding, and a donation of £200, to the Thorverton Millennium Green Trust towards the purchase of a new 

mower. It was also agreed to supply a letter of support to Thorverton Cricket Club, in connection with external 

funding applications for new net facilities.   
 

Grant Funding received: The Parish Council has received £1,000 from DCC Highways, and £1,250 from C/Cllr 

Squires, in grant funding towards the Dark Lane wall repairs. Grant funding of £3,637 has also been received from 

Viridor Credits towards the new ride-on-mower for the Recreation Ground.  
 

Water pipe work through the allotment field: The legal documentation has now been completed and works to 

lay the surface water pipes, in connection with the new housing development, are expected to take place in the near 

future. The water pipes will run along the boundary of the allotment field as far as the entrance gate and further 

details can be obtained from the Clerk. Allotment holders will be notified of work commencement dates, and of 

any other relevant information, by letter as soon as more is known.   
 

Next meeting: November 10
th
 2020, 7.00pm, by way of Zoom. All are welcome to attend and joining details can 

be obtained from the Clerk or the meeting agenda.    
 

   

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council Annual Survey 
 

Help us to help you 
Thorverton Parish Council would like to receive feedback from parishioners about how well they feel that the 

Council is serving the community.  This will be through the following short survey which the Parish Council is 

running each November, the first such survey having been in 2019.    Analysis of the results should help the 

Council to see where it needs to improve and also to see how its impact is perceived. 

  

Knowing Us 

  Yes Maybe No 

1. Do you know the names of three or more parish councillors?    

2. Do you know what the parish council is responsible for?    

3. Do you know what any of the council’s priorities are?    

  

Approaching Us 

  Yes Maybe/OK No 

4. If you wanted to ask the parish council about something would 

you know who to approach? 

   

5. Have you had any contact with the parish council over the last 

year? 

   

6. If you did have contact with the parish council, were you happy 

that the matter was dealt with well? 

   

 

Assessing Us 

  Very good Good Acceptable Poor 

7. How would you describe the service that the parish 

council has provided over the past year? 

    

8. How would you describe the quality and quantity of 

information from the parish council? 

    

 

Any comments? – Please use the space below to make any comments, in particular improvements that you would 

like to see from the parish council. 

  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please return this form to Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU or by email 

to thorvertonpc@gmail.com, by 30 November 2020.  Feedback will be treated anonymously. 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Notices 
 

 
 

THORVERTON  CHURCH : 
MUSIC           ♫       ♫ 
 

At last I’m able to write something about our choir 
and band but things certainly aren’t what they were 
earlier in the year! 
Members of a congregation are still not permitted 
to sing in a church service for safety reasons, but a 
small group of singers IS allowed to provide some 
sung music if carefully distanced from one another 
and the congregation. 
So we have been able to have six singers 
contributing to two recent services – ALLELUIA! -
and also had a group of string players making 
music at the Harvest Festival service. 
 

Small groups of singers will take part in the 
services mentioned below. 
 

Sunday Services with Small Choir at 
Thorverton Church 
 

Nov       1st    Communion - 9.30 start 
Nov      8th    Remembrance Service - 10.30 start 
Dec       6th    Communion - 9.30 start 
 

It’s not yet clear what will be possible for 
Christmas this year…………………….. 
Heather Kershaw - Music Director and Organist    
Thorverton Parish Church 
01392 860419.  heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk  

 

Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 
Ltd                supporting   

THORVERTON POST OFFICE            
 

Thank you to Neville Lane for telling the tale so well 

in the article on page 8 of how TCT and Thorverton 

Post Office have been operating since March. 
 

I wasn’t sure how everyone would feel about 

Christmas this year, but figure that we’re likely to be 

doing more card-sending and posting of presents if 

we can’t see family and friends as much. So please 

come to buy from us FIRST! 
 

In our shop we’ll have our usual Christmas fare, 

labels, wrapping paper, gift and bottle bags and all 

the things you need to help with greetings, wrapping 

and posting.  
 

We’ll also have charity Christmas cards supporting 

Hospiscare and Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund 

so do please buy lots of those. 
 

And of course the Post Office has stamps.  Christmas 

stock and Christmas stamps will be on sale from the 

first week of November. 
 

If you’re staying home as much as possible and 

would like to have a newspaper or magazine 

delivered (in the Thorverton village area), then we 

can organise that for you. Just ask us or at the PO. 
 

Thank you to those of you who have paid a £10 

annual membership subscription to TCT Ltd to help 

keep our valuable PO and stationers services afloat. 

Our financial year runs from June – May so subs 

have been due for some months now! We have 213 

members at present. 
 

Thorverton PO   01392 860455  

TCT Ltd   01392 860455 

  or 01392 860419  Heather + Royston Kershaw 

 

 

TCT   SHOP + Thorverton Post 

Office       
 

Opening  Hours       
 

Mon - Fri     9.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 – 5.30 

Sat               8.00 – 12.00 (PO opens at 9.00) 

Sun     9.00 – 10.30 (newsagent only, PO closed) 
 

Pre-paid-for papers will be delivered or put in 

the box from 8.00 every weekday and on 

Saturdays and from 9.00 on Sundays. 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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Latest Recommended Posting Dates 
 

Whether you’re posting within the UK or abroad, 

these are the latest dates you should post by to ensure 

your cards and gifts arrive in time for Christmas.  

Please note the dates below are correct at the time of 

printing and are subject to change.   

Please check royalmail.com/greetings or 

parcelforce.com/service-updates for the latest 

information.  In these uncertain times, it is advisable 

to post as early as possible to ensure your Christmas 

post reaches its destination in good time. 
 

Finding the right UK postcode and address: 

royalmail.com/find-a-postcode  
 

Visit parcelforce.com/Christmas for more info. 
 

UK 

2
nd

 Class & 2
nd

 Class signed for  Fri 18 Dec 

1
st
 Class & 1

st
 Class signed for  Mon 21 Dec 

Special Delivery Guaranteed  Wed 23 Dec 

Parcelforce Worldwide express48 Tues 22 Dec 

Parcelforce Worldwide express24 Wed 23 Dec 
 

International Economy 

Non-European desinations (except below)     5 Oct 
 

Middle & Far East, S. Africa, Singapore      12 Oct 
 

USA, Canada, E. Europe, Greece, Cyprus,  

Turkey, Malta & Iceland        2 Nov 
 

Western Europe         16 Nov 
 

HM Forces (BFPO) 

Airmail to Operational BFPOs  Mon 30 Nov 

Airmail to Static BFPOs   Mon 7 Dec 
 

International Standard, & Tracked & Signature 

All dates in December 

Africa Wed 9th  Ireland Fri 18th 

Asia Wed 9th  Italy Sat 12th 

Australia Fri 11th  Luxembourg Fri 18th 

Austria Wed 16th  Malta Thurs 10th 

Belgium Fri 18th  Middle East Wed 9th 

Canada Sat 12th  Netherlands Wed 16th 

Caribbean Wed 9th  N.Zealand Fri 11th 

C.America Wed 9th  Norway Wed 16th 

Cyprus Thurs 10th  Poland Sat 12th 

Czech Rep Sat 12th  Portugal Wed 16th 

Denmark Wed 16th  Slovakia Wed 16th 

E.Europe*  Fri 11th  S.America Wed 9th 

Far East Wed 9th  Spain Wed 16th 

Finland Sat 12th  Sweden Sat 12th 

France Fri 18th  Switzerland Wed 16th 

Germany Wed 16th  Turkey Fri 11th 

Greece Fri 11th  USA Sat 12th 

Iceland Wed 16th    

*Eastern Europe except Czech Rep, Poland & Slovakia  

 

 

Waste & Recycling 

Dates Online 
 

Due to mounting costs and a drive to reduce paper 

usage, the Council will no longer be printing the 

recycling calendar to send out to households. 

Residents in Mid Devon will need to check their 

waste and recycling dates online or download a 

printable calendar specific to their address, by putting 

in their postcode using the link:  

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 

 

By ceasing the printing and posting of the calendar to 

all households, the Council will save around £16,000 

per year. For anyone who has difficulty accessing 

material online, Customer Services will be able to 

help by phone: 01884 255255 or email: 

customerservices@middevon.gov.uk  

 

 

Royal British Legion 
Thorverton Branch 

 

During the summer we organized 

a cream tea delivery service where we delivered 

cream teas to people’s houses in our Poppy 

Appeal area.  High levels of Health and Hygiene 

and social distance were always observed. We 

delivered 319 cream teas, of which 35 were 

given free to our local NHS workers, and we 

were able to donate £600 to the Poppy Appeal. 

Alex & Penny Fice 

 

Funding from Focus 
 

Do you need some assistance with funding? Focus is 

in the fortunate position of having some money 

available, which the Focus Committee would like to 

make available to help the village.  The main reason 

why we have some spare funds is that when the 

magazine was printed in-house we had been saving 

for a new printer, but with the magazine now being 

printed by external printers we no longer have any 

need to purchase a printer. 

 

If you want to apply for funding, please write or 

email the Focus Editor. The Committee will take into 

consideration the benefit to the village (although this 

will not necessarily just be the number of villagers 

likely to be positively affected) and what other 

sources of funding the requester might have. The 

Committee would not normally expect Focus to 

provide all of the funds for a project. Please do not 

incur any expenditure before any decision has been 

made on your application. 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
mailto:customerservices@middevon.gov.uk


Focus on Thorverton  8   Vol 51 No10 November 2020 

 

 

Retail in Thorverton Under 
Coronavirus 
 

I thought that it was about time that we had 

something about how the retail outlets in the village 

have coped over the past six or more difficult months, 

so I carried out short interviews with the proprietors: 
 

Berry Dairy 
 

Sharn told me that it first became noticeable that 

there was an issue when people started buying lots of 

toilet rolls, pasta and the like. It soon became quite 

difficult to source some items, with the larger 

suppliers in particular limiting the number of some 

items that they would supply. However, the smaller 

local suppliers proved to be rather better at 

responding to requests for increased numbers of 

some products. Shar  n found that she had to be more 

inventive about where to stock from, but this did 

have its plus side: for example, she experimented 

with buying 25kg flour bags and decanting into 

smaller quantities. Even now Sharn was still finding 

a few products difficult to get. 

 

Shar n emphasised that they couldn’t manage without 

the amazing Berry Dairy team - Mandy, Harriet and 

her husband Malcolm - especially during lock-

down. They were also fortunate to have the services 

of Sharn’s son-in-law, Joe, who had been furloughed 

from his normal job over the summer. He was able to 

help out both in the shop and with the delivery 

service which they set up to help those residents who 

were isolating. The home delivery service saw 5 or 6 

deliveries each day over the early months.  
 

The Dairy saw a large increase in customer numbers 

in March, April and May, including Thorverton 

people who had rarely if ever visited before and also 

many people from well outside the village. While 

numbers have fallen back a little from the peak in 

April, there are still more people using the Berry 

Dairy than a year ago, and on average spending more 

too. 

 

It has been necessary to clean surfaces frequently, 

and some small adjustments have had to be made to 

reduce the risk of infection being spread (such as the 

removal of jars with sweets in), but none of this has 

proved insurmountable. Sharn has been very pleased 

with the sensible attitude of the vast majority of 

customers and has welcomed their support. She 

clearly didn’t expect running a shop to be anything 

like this! 
 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
 

It is Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd (TCT) which 

runs the newsagents and stationers from the 

Portakabin in the car park. As the pandemic loomed, 

TCT’s business manager, Jan Hamilton, had been 

looking at safer ways of keeping customers supplied 

with newspapers. Unfortunately, Jan subsequently 

had to stay away from the Portakabin as the 

pandemic took off and movements were restricted, 

although she advised and helped and still does, 

behind the scenes.  So, since early-March, Heather 

and Royston Kershaw have organised things and 

ensured their relatively smooth running given the 

challenging circumstances. TCT’s whole existence is 

very much about supporting the Post Office and so 

TCT has always taken into account the need not to 

jeopardise that business but to help keep Post Office 

staff and customers safe.  
 

Heather wanted to limit the number of times that 

people would need to go inside the Portakabin, both 

for the safety of those working in the Post Office and 
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for the safety of those wanting to purchase 

newspapers. Therefore, she decided to serve 

newspapers to regular customers outside and to set 

up a delivery round so that the need for regular 

customers to go inside the Portakabin and the 

likelihood of several people being in close proximity 

was greatly reduced. She told me that she now has 

just over 50 regular customers (who pre-order and 

pre-pay) on a weekday, of which almost 40 have 

their papers delivered (free of charge) with the rest 

being placed in the outside box for collection, and 

almost 100 regular customers on a Saturday, of 

which just over half have their papers delivered.  
 

There is a team of 9 people who sort, stuff and mark 

up papers and about 14 people who help (or have 

helped) with deliveries. Heather and Royston make 

10 deliveries by car each day – fewer on Sundays - 

and also make some deliveries on foot every day. 

They told me that their day on newspaper duties runs 

from soon after 7 or 7.30am to 9am six days a week 

and a little later on Sundays. By my calculations they 

have been keeping this up for more than 200 days 

now without missing a single day! However, they do 

feel that they now have enough people who know 

what to do and could take over should the need arise.  
 

 
    

   

Ben, Royston and Heather at the newspaper sorting 

station (a bit different on a wet day) 

The Fices were kind enough to allow their garage to 

be used for newspapers as a sorting station, and on 

Saturdays also as a selling station. This has proved 

invaluable as it would have been impractical to sort 

and sell papers in the Portakabin while allowing Post 

Office business to continue. While this was fine 

through the dry spring and early-summer, as the 

weather worsens it may not be so easy to maintain 

this arrangement so TCT may need some other 

winter solution. 

 

Early during lockdown magazine sales increased as 

people sought different reading material to fill their 

time. Royston has tried a greater variety of 

magazines, using the Community Facebook and 

Nextdoor pages to advertise what is available. He has 

also been able to make good use of the suppliers’ 

website to view what is available and to order online. 

 

The stationers’ side of TCT saw quite an increase in 

demand for items such as post boxes and envelopes 

as more people took to using the postal services. 

Sales of cards have been fairly solid.  

 

All in all, we are very fortunate to have benefited 

from the drive and reliability of Heather and Royston 

and their team in maintaining such a good service for 

Thorverton over what has been a very difficult 

period. 

 

 

Thorverton Post Office 
 

I talked to our Sub-

postmistress, Allison 

Toogood (pictured right) 

about how the pandemic 

had affected the Post 

Office.  She told me that 

Post Office Ltd had 

initially been a little slow 

to give guidance and that 

as a result she and her 

team had had to think 

things through them-

selves to devise arrangements which could allow 

people to have a service with the minimum of 

disruption and risk.  

 

With the help of donations from villagers she quickly 

got in a good supply of gloves for staff, while Helen 

Ratcliffe provided tailor-made postage stamp face 

coverings (as worn by Allison in the photo here), and 

after a few weeks Post Office Ltd also provided 

gloves, hand gel and visors. Staff have regularly 

wiped down surfaces.  

 

Early on during the lockdown period, when 

fortunately the weather was good, Allison sat outside 
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the Post Office some days explaining to people how 

the Post Office was operating with a one-out one-in 

approach and reminding people of the need to 

socially distance. 
 

Allison was very conscious that at a time when 

people’s lives were much disrupted, the local Post 

Office could play a role in providing a small bit of 

normality, acting as a comfort to people who might 

otherwise not have seen other people for weeks. The 

Post Office being open and carrying on business as 

near normally as possible gave some reassurance and 

surely contributed to the wellbeing of many people, 

in particular those on their own.  
 

Allison has been fortunate in that her team of staff 

have been able to be very flexible, covering for one 

another as necessary so that the Post Office has been 

able to maintain its normal opening hours. Allison is 

conscious of the need for detailed arrangements for 

each member of the team to differ slightly so as to 

reflect their different personal circumstances. 

 

The amount of business transacted in the Post Office 

rose during March and April. At first there was 

something of a rush for cash, but that soon fell away 

sharply as people made far more card payments 

instead. Interestingly, in recent weeks there has been 

an increase again in the demand for cash.   
 

The number of banking transactions, bill payments 

and sending of parcels increased significantly 

during the lockdown period. Allison is most 

grateful to villagers who have used the Post Office 

in this way and for the responsible manner in 

which they have gone about things. There has been 

general understanding about the need for having 

just one customer in the Portakabin at a time and 

for face covering wearing. Throughout all of this the 

Post Office team has worked closely (but at a social 

distance of course!) with TCT, without which it is 

most unlikely that the Post Office would be able to 

continue. 
 

While queues have generally been very short, Allison 

is aware that people may not be so keen to wait 

outside for long on cold, wet days. She and TCT are 

considering what more can be done to help with this, 

but in the meantime people could (and do) wait in 

their cars, and those visiting the Post Office on foot 

would be well advised to bring an umbrella!  
 

Where possible it will also be helpful if people could 

time their visits to avoid busier times, for example at 

the last minute just before the post goes or just before 

closing time, as sometimes this gets in the way of the 

postman – who should have priority over the queue, 

of course.  This is particularly true of Saturdays when 

11.30 onwards can be really busy.  This makes things 

very pressured for the PO staff and could be avoided 

if people came earlier. Also, people should note that 

the PO closes at 12.00 noon and not 1.00pm on 

Saturdays.  
  
We are very fortunate to have had such a dedicated 

team who have continued to provide a near-normal 

service through the pandemic.  

 

 

Photos left and above are of Katharine Gomme 

inside and outside the Post Office 

 

 

Neville Lane 
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Church Services and News  

NOVEMBER  2020 SERVICES & INFORMATION  
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Service Theme for November: Yahweh-Shalom - The Lord is peace 
 

Sunday 1 November All Saints Day  

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW] Thorverton   JH & LF 

11:15 am Morning Worship      Rewe     Lay Led 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship     Zoom/Telephone Service# JH & LF 

06:00 pm Reflective Service    Cadbury   Lay Led   

   

Sunday 8 November Remembrance Sunday  

10:15 am Remembrance Service    Rewe    LF 

10:15 am Remembrance Service    Stoke Canon     JH 

10:30 am Remembrance Service    Thorverton        Joint with Cadbury Church   

The Venerable Andrew Beane, Archdeacon of Exeter  
 

The Remembrance Sunday Service on November 8
th

 at Thorverton Parish Church
 

 

Due to COVID-19 and the changing restrictions, it has been confirmed that a service can take place inside the 

church with a restriction of 30 spaces available. We will be seated socially distanced with people from the same 

household able to sit together. 
 

The Archdeacon of Exeter will conduct the service starting at 10.30am. Face coverings will have to be worn and 

we are not permitted to sing, although a small choir will provide some musical accompaniment. The National two 

minutes silence will be observed in the church at 11am and the service will finish at 11.15am. 
 

The current restrictions prevent gatherings of more than six, which does not allow us to commemorate the silence 

at the War Memorial in the usual way.  However, the Archdeacon, Standard bearer and three wreath layers will 

make their way after the service to individually lay wreaths at the Memorial, after which the congregation will 

leave the church. 
 

There will also be an opportunity to leave a donation for the Poppy Appeal in the church porch. 
 

Please contact Rev Katie Cross to reserve a space at the service:  

Tel: 01392 759612   Email: katie.cross@netherexe.org  

  

10:30 am Remembrance Service    Upton Pyne    KC 

        Joint with Brampford Speke  

10:45 am Remembrance Service    Newton St Cyres   TL 

05:00 pm Remembrance Worship     Zoom/Telephone Service# JH, LF & KC 

 

Holy Communion Service for 8 November* TBC  

 

Sunday 15 November Second Sunday before Advent 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Upton Pyne*    JH & LF 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service# LF & JH 

 

Sunday 22 November Christ the King  

09:30 am Holy Communion    [CW]  Newton St Cyres   JH & KC 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service# JH & KC 

 

Sunday 29 November Advent 1  

09:30 am Holy Communion    [CW]  Stoke Canon            KC & LF 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service#      KC & LF 

 

*The locations for Holy Communion services on the second and third Sundays of each month will rotate between 

Cadbury, Rewe, Stoke Canon & Upton Pyne churches.  Please continue to check our website at www.netherexe.org 

for details of locations that will be posted to the “Please Note” section of the home page.  

 

mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
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NB: If you wish to attend a church service you should book in advance by contacting Revd Katie Cross on  

01392 759612 or by email katie.cross@netherexe.org  

 

# Afternoon Worship will continue by Zoom and telephone at 5:00 pm. To join by telephone:  

Ring 0203 481 5237,  Meeting ID 960 5149 8892#  Password 591980 

 

To join by Zoom, click the link on your computer:  

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09   

 

This link will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org. See the “Please Note” section of the 

homepage. 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

KC Revd Katie Cross  Rector   01392 759612 katie.cross@netherexe.org  

JD Revd Julia Dallen   Associate Minister 07484 773636 julia.dallen@netherexe.org  

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   07741 491946 laura.ford@netherexe.org 

JH Revd Julia Hocking  Curate   07928 813333    julia.hocking@netherexe.org 

TL Revd Tony Lane 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] Tuesday & Thursday [09:30 – 15:30] 

Tel: 07594 714590 -  Email: Margaret.lowe@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 

4AS. 

 

 

Julia Hocking’s Ordination  
Julia Hocking was ordained at the Cathedral at the end of September. (Julia is on the far right) As a Mission 

Community we have given her a gift of a home communion set for her pastoral work, which I am sure will be well 

used. 

 

 

mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:julia.dallen@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:julia.hocking@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Parish Letter 
In the line of duty 

I write this piece on Hidden Heroes Day and just 

after National Police Memorial Day which was sadly 

preceded, by only a couple of days, by the fatal 

shooting of a custody sergeant at Croydon police 

station. In case you have not heard of it, Hidden 

Heroes Day celebrates and gives thanks for the 

outstanding service of the people working in our 

prisons, Immigration Removal Centres, probation 

and youth justice services, across the UK. 
 

Many people would be glad not to have these jobs; at 

worst to be at risk of injury or death as you go about 

your daily work or, at best, spat and sworn at.  
 

When we hear about the death of a police officer, we 

often think of them as heroic and doing their duty. 

The same has been said of NHS staff and those 

working in care homes who put their health on the 

line for others, especially during the COVID 

pandemic. We don’t know the exact figures, but it is 

estimated that more than 620 NHS staff and social 

care worker deaths have been linked to coronavirus.  
 

On Remembrance Sunday we remember those who 

fell during the First and Second World Wars and the 

many wars and hostilities that have followed. 

Soldiers, sailors and air personnel doing their duty. 
 

Duty may be defined as ‘a task or action that one is 

required to perform as part of one's job’ but we must 

beware of treating deaths in the line of duty as 

somehow acceptable, however regrettable.  
 

In this complicated world in which we live, each 

person who takes on a job or position which means 

that their life may be put in danger is taking a 

responsibility that enables the rest of society to live 

peaceably. In a world corroded by human vanity in 

which power still corrupts, wars continue and 

poverty abounds, those in the armed forces, the 

emergency services and the hidden heroes continue 

to risk their health and well-being for us.  
 

The individuals that have fallen in the ‘line of duty’ 

are not statistics: they were bright, funny, loved and 

cherished individuals. Let us remember that the 

deaths of these heroes are not a necessary evil, a 

consequence of their job, but of a world in which evil 

still abounds. With each death, a little more humanity 

falls away. On this Remembrance Sunday we each 

have a duty, a responsibility, to remember those who 

have fallen for us. We can think about what we can 

do to make this world a better place to live and work 

in and to support those who take on difficult jobs and 

risk their lives for us. 
      

                   Laura Ford 

 

The Netherexe Parishes 
From October Our Churches will be open,  

or closed, as follows for  

Private Prayer and Contemplation: 
  

Brampford Speke  

Remains closed at this time. 

Cadbury 

Open Saturdays 10:00 am to 4:00 pm (from 31
st
 Oct.) 

Huxham   

Remains closed at this time  

Newton St Cyres   

Open Wednesdays 11.00am – 6.00pm 

Poltimore    

Remains closed at this time  

Netherexe   

Remains closed at this time 

Rewe  

Saturdays 10.00am – 4:00 pm 

Stoke Canon    

Remains closed at this time 

Thorverton   

Open Wednesdays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm &  

Saturdays 4:00-6:00 pm  

Upton Pyne    

Remains closed at this time. 
 

Please note that a face covering should be worn 

when entering our church buildings. 

 
Baptist Church 
 

The way ahead for the Gideons 
 

What’s in a name? That which we call a rose 

By any other name would smell as sweet. 

 

Juliet was surely right. The name I am writing about 

today is that of the Gideons and the reason for this 

interest is that Andrew Crossley, who lives in the 

village and is associated with the Baptist Church, is a 

member of the local Exeter branch. 

 

Who has not heard of the Gideons?  They are 

members of the local business community who place 

bibles in hotel rooms.  Perhaps you have come across 

one when on holiday.   

 

The Gideons also give away bibles to school 

children, their aim being that year 7 secondary school 

pupils will all have the opportunity to possess and 

read a copy of a New Testament and Psalms, with 

those helpful “where to find help” sections in the 

front.  Perhaps you yourself received one when you 

were a child; maybe, more recently, your son or 

daughter came home with a Gideon bible given to 

them during the course of a school assembly.   
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I personally have had occasion over many years to be 

grateful for a Gideon publication, a large print New 

Testament that has made bible reading much less of a 

strain than with a more conventional print size. 
 

So what’s all this about roses smelling sweet what-

ever you call them?  The fact is that the Gideons in 

this country are in the process of changing their 

name.  It is not a decision they have taken lightly - 

because the Gideons is such a well-recognised name. 

However, the British members have, for a long time, 

needed to make some important changes to how they 

run their affairs and this has proved impossible to do 

whilst still remaining a part of Gideons International. 

As a consequence, there has been an amicable parting 

of the ways.   
 

As you might expect, the work of the former British 

Gideons is carrying on as normal but under the 

heading ‘Good News for Everyone’ whilst their Head 

Office is mulling over what the new name should be. 

The members have also been encouraged to 

prayerfully make their own suggestions.  A decision 

will be announced shortly but, in the meantime, their 

regular publication is no longer Gideon News but 

GOOD NEWS for Everyone - an excellent interim 

name for both magazine and movement. 
 

My attention was immediately drawn to one article in 

the magazine.  Entitled ‘A Bible Conversation with 

the Prince,’ it is the account of an exchange between 

a Gideon and the Prince of Wales when the latter was 

a guest of honour at a civic celebration in Swansea. 

Reminded that the Queen Mother had always loved 

her Gideon Bible, Prince Charles replied, ‘Yes, she 

used to read it every morning and took it everywhere 

with her.’  The Prince further remarked that he found 

the print of the New Testament handed to him a little 

small to read (hence my particular interest in this 

exchange; I can identify with this problem), upon 

which the member offered to send him a special 

presentation Bible stamped with the 50th anniversary 

logo.  His Royal Highness graciously replied that he 

would be delighted to receive it.   
 

So ... what an encouragement to learn that the 

association’s consistent presentation of the Scriptures 

over the years has reached the highest family in the 

land - the confirmation of a favourite Gideon Bible 

verse from Isaiah in which God promises ‘My word 

... will not return to me void, but it shall accomplish 

what I please.’ 
 

In addition, and as something of an antidote to the 

present atmosphere of gloom engendered by the 

corona crisis, the former UK Gideons have recently 

published a new colour magazine called HOPE with 

beautiful scenes from around the country, alongside 

some encouraging bible verses and John’s gospel. 

This is done in an attractive magazine format and, 

like the Gideon Bibles, the magazine is free of 

charge.  The HOPE magazine is already proving very 

popular and it’s intended that this new publication 

will bring hope and comfort to many in these difficult 

times, especially perhaps to those who find 

themselves stuck at home, or in care and residential 

homes, hospitals, prisons and so on. 
 

To find out more about the HOPE magazine or any 

other aspect of the Gideons work, present and future, 

do get in touch with Andrew Crossley, either by 

email: andrew@cherryandcherry.co.uk or by 

telephone: 01392 860690.  Andrew will be delighted 

to deal with any enquiry you may have. 

 

Revd Maurice Harrison 
 

 
Thorverton 1925 to 1930 
 

Some years ago the late Marjorie Hawkins gave Jane 

Lane a map of the businesses in the village as she 

remembered them. Marjorie’s family farmed at 

Ashley on the Cadbury road. 

 

You entered the village on Station Road (now Silver 

Street) and on the left hand side there was Mr 

Bending, a hairdresser. Nearby was Tom Tree’s shop 

selling Newspapers and groceries. 

 

On the other side of the road Dr Bunbury had his 

surgery at Pynes House. Further up towards the 

village was the property of Ernest Edworthy, Baker 

and Mr Wadman, Dentist. 

 

Turn up Jericho Street and on the right hand side 

Albert Newcombe had his bakery and shop. Opposite 

this was Mr Milford’s wheelwrights and wagon 

makers. Go back down the road and the old butchers 

shop was then run by Mr Chard. Just over the road 

Mr Fice operated his milk retail business. 

 

The Dolphin Inn traded then, although now known as 

the Thorverton Arms. Just over the road was the 

dairy, then run by the Plucknett family. Heading up 

towards the church and on the eastern side was a 

wool shop run by Mrs West. Mr Edwin Short ran a 

grocery, haberdasher and coal business. This was 

next door to what is now the surgery.  

 

Continue past Bell House, previously the Bell Inn, 

and you get to the sheep dip. Just beyond this was Mr 

Tett’s blacksmith business (now converted into a 

bungalow). Going back down Dinneford Street was 

the police house and then a tailors run by Clayton 

Sage. Come back past the church and what has been 

an insurance office in more recent years was a baker 

and grocery shop run by Mrs Vinnicombe. 
 



Focus on Thorverton  15   Vol 51 No10 November 2020 

 

 

Turn right up Bullen Street and on the south side was 

the Post Office run by Mr and Mrs Cummings. A 

little further up was Mr Gilpin’s shoe repairers and 

then the Exeter Inn. On the north side Mr Thomas 

was a draper who also sold boots and shoes. A little 

further up the road Mr Uglow ran his gun smith 

business. Mr Dymond ran a shoe repair business 

from the drill hall.  

 

This was how Marjorie remembered it during those 

years but far more information can be found in a 

publication written by Michael Crauford-Lewis and 

published by Focus in 1998. Copies of this are 

difficult to come by but perhaps you can persuade the 

new editor of the magazine to reproduce it. 

 

As an aside, Marjorie’s brother Hubert once told me 

the family made more money in the 1930s from the 

sale of cider, rather than conventional farming. 

Thorverton has always been a thirsty village. 
 

Robert Turner  

 
The Good Old Days? 
 

Last month I concluded with a ten-year-old’s 

experience of the Coronation.  Twelve months later, I 

began Grammar School, one of the most significant 

events in my life.  For the next seven years, Rowley 

Regis Grammar School was to be the framework for 

my studies and indeed for my whole existence.   

 

I was one of only three among the 50 pupils in my 

primary school class to go on to Grammar School.  In 

order to get there you had to pass the (in)famous 11+ 

exam.  Strangely enough, that was an expression I 

never heard at primary school.  We always spoke of 

‘passing the scholarship.’  Whatever you choose to 

call it, I had got through the dreaded entrance exam, 

so it was Grammar School for me while practically 

everyone else went to Secondary Modern School. 

 The 1945 Education Act had provided for a three-

tier system of Grammar, Technical and Secondary 

Modern schools.  

 

From the most modest of backgrounds, I had become 

part of an elite.  I had no special preparation for this, 

no particular expectation of success and no 

encouragement upon the way.  No doubt it was my 

early love of reading, that passion which drove me 

week after week, as a little boy with no books at 

home, to our local library, which took me thus far. Of 

course, at that time there were was not the 

omnipresent distraction of television, social media 

and mobile phones.  I always had a book in my hand. 

 Even in the modern world, reading remains the key 

to the acquisition of knowledge and the public 

library, just a few hundred yards down the road from 

my first home, provided me with the means to 

quench that thirst for knowledge. 

 

I was thrilled at the idea of going to Grammar 

School.  I was small for my age and remember that 

when my mother took me to the official outfitter‘s to 

get kitted out with my school uniform I could hardly 

see above the counter.  Ah! the school uniform - 

white or grey shirt, school tie, black blazer with the 

school motto Virtute et Fide and matching cap, plus 

short grey trousers which all made us liable to taunts 

of ‘Grammar Grub’ from the Secondary Modern 

kids.  I was besotted by it and for weeks before term 

started would spend hours dressing up in front of the 

large mirror in my parents’ bedroom. 

 

At last the day came to put the uniform on in earnest. 

 The other two boys in my class who had ‘passed the 

scholarship’ had plumped for other establishments, 

so I didn’t know anyone in my new school, but I 

soon settled in.  It was a wonderful place - small, 

friendly and welcoming.  There were only two 

classes in each year up to the fifth form (year 10 in 

modern- day terms), followed by the lower sixth and 

the upper sixth, making a total of some 350 pupils in 

all and resulting in a delightfully intimate 

atmosphere.  It was a great privilege to spend seven 

years in such a school.  Relations between staff and 

pupils were very relaxed and cordial, friendly even, 

without being over-familiar. 

 

There was a boys’ playground and a girls’ 

playground, and boys and girls sat in two distinct 

blocks in the classroom.  In our playground there 

were usually three different games of football going 

on at the same time, each being played with a tennis 

ball.  It was an unwritten rule that the ‘pitch’ you 

played on was according to your school year.  The 

same applied to the block of toilets, known as ‘the 

bog’ - after year three, you automatically swapped 

one entrance for the other.   

 

Most pupils spoke with the characteristic Black 

Country accent, but on the whole the dialect was 

avoided.  Only one pupil I knew of in the whole 

school - Libby Lee, a doctor’s daughter - said ‘bahth’ 

and ‘grahss’ rather than ‘bath’ and ‘grass.’ 

 

On the first day at my new school, we had a French 

lesson.  I left the classroom with the conjugation of 

the verb ‘porter’ ringing in my ears, little conscious 

of the role that the French language and culture 

would play in my life subsequently …..... 

 

To be continued … 

Maurice Harrison 
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Hello, Jura here 
 

Have you ever wondered why I am called Jura? Lots 

of people ask so I thought I would tell you the story 

of how I started out in life, for those who don’t 

already know.  
 

When Mum stopped work at the bank and went ‘part 

time’, whatever that is, Dad went a step further, as 

usual, and gave up work altogether. As they were 

then home more often they decided it was time to get 

a puppy ‘and get fit at the same time’ but I don’t 

think that worked out too well. Mum wanted a 

Cockapoo; right size, longevity, healthy, intelligent, 

don’t moult, family friendly ….. but Dad was ‘not 

going to pay £700 upwards for a cross-breed’ and so 

that was that.  
 

Mum spent ages checking the local animal shelters 

for puppies but they were being snapped up as quick 

as a flash and there were very long waiting lists. One 

evening, when in the Exeter Inn, the general 

conversation came round to ‘pets’. When Mum 

mentioned that she was looking for a puppy, 

someone from behind the bar shouted out ‘Terry 

Mason’s bitch is about to drop’ which made 

everyone laugh, and put a big smile on Mum’s face.  

 

The very next day Dad hot-footed it up to Bidwell 

Barton Farm to see ‘Terry the Tractor’ to find out if 

the rumours were true. To Dad’s delight ‘the bitch 

had indeed dropped’ and there I was, all fluffy, cute 

and running amok with all my brothers and sisters. 

My doggy Mum, a multi coloured collie plus lots 

other things kind of dog, and my doggy Dad, a very 

handsome black and white springer spaniel, were 

there too and they made such a fuss of my Dad that 

he just had to have a puppy!  
 

I was one of 14 dogs at Terry’s house that day and 

there were also cats and kittens, pet sheep, birds, 

ducks, hens, fish, dragon lizards and loads more. It 

was never lonely and always noisy. I had to fight for 

my food and Mum says that’s why I am a little 

greedy piggy now, which is a bit rude. Anyway, a 

deal was done and Mum and Dad chose a black boy 

dog who was to be called ‘Ludo’. The plan then went 

a bit wrong as Ludo, being so very cute, had already 

been snapped up. Their next choice was me but being 

a girl dog the name ‘Ludo’ just did not fit and as they 

had no name for me I was just called ‘puppy’. I was 

ok with that but longed for my very own name like 

all my brothers and sisters.  
 

As Mum and Dad were about to go off on holiday 

Mum put nail varnish on my toes so that they would 

know which one was me when they got home. Well, 

I soon licked all that off didn’t I! They should have 

known that if anything looks the least bit edible I eat 

it – they certainly know that now. As I have a heart-

shape patch on my coat Mum decided to rely on that 

to identify me and that, of course, I couldn’t lick off. 

It wasn’t long before all my brothers and sisters went 

off to their new homes and I was the only puppy left. 

I still had lots of animal friends to play with, so I 

wasn’t lonely.  
 

When on holiday in Scotland Mum and Dad put their 

heads together to think of a name for me. Mum had 

looked up all the dog names in the whole world, 

according to Dad, but just couldn’t find the right one. 

One day, when planning the next few days of island 

hopping, Mum picked up a map of Jura island, a 

lovely little green island where the Jura whisky is 

made, and she shouted ‘that’s it, I have found the 

name for the dog, it’s ‘Jura’’. Dad agreed straight 

away - he was glad that Mum had decided at last - 

and he agreed that it was a perfect name (and he likes 

the whisky).  

 

 

 

So ‘Jura’ I became. When humans meet me for the 

first time they say ‘Jura, after the whisky?’ or ‘Jura, 

after the island?’ or, if they are posh they say, ‘Jura, 

after the French mountain range?’ Mum has since 

learned that Jura is also the name of a coffee 

machine, which she is not best pleased about!  
 

When Mum and Dad got home from holiday they 

collected me right away and I was very excited to see 

them. I went mad when I got to my new home as I 

had loads of new toys and treats, I even had a cat 

brother and sister to play with. Over the first few 

weeks I tired Mum and Dad out completely and got 

up to all sorts of mischief. For a start, I didn’t just 

play with my toys I ate them. One day Mum timed 

me and I managed to eat a new toy in 57 seconds 

which she said must be some kind of record. I was 

very pleased with that.  
 

Other things I got stuck into were chasing the cats, 

running after birds flying in the sky and, as a result, 

bashing into things because I was looking at the sky 
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and not where I was going, wanting walks about 20 

times a day, digging big holes in Dad’s nice lawn, 

chewing holes in any socks I could find and eating 

anything plastic, including pens and kitchen 

containers. It turns out that all my siblings had a 

thing for plastic when they were puppies and one of 

my brothers, Oakley, even ate the plastic back door 

surround when his Mum and Dad were out. He must 

have been very hungry. His Grandma, Beryl Grace, 

says that he is still quite naughty!  
 

Mum and Dad used to ask people with spaniel or 

collie dogs when I would start to settle down. The 

reply was always the same – ‘with a collie, never’ - 

which was not what they wanted to hear. I have 

slowed down a bit, well I am 5 now, but I still go 

completely mad a lot, especially in the orchard and in 

the water, but I sleep more now too. Quite often me 

and Dad are asleep at the same time and Mum says 

that we both snore very loudly, kick our legs around 

quite a bit and bark – well I do – but neither of us 

believe her of course.  
 

We have been to Exmouth beach today and here is a 

photo of me after an epic swim and I’m still raring to 

go. My love of water started when I fell in the garden 

pond at about 5 weeks old!  
 

Until next time, woof, woof,      

Jura 

 

Preschool News  
 

We are excited to share our thrilling 

news with you.  
 

After numerous fundraising efforts 

involving everyone at Pre-School - 

including the Committee, parents, children and staff 

and the additional support of the School families, 

local businesses and the community - we were finally 

able to start the garden renovations for the Early 

Years garden.  

 

We closed for the summer break on Thursday 23
rd

 of 

July, and R & R services started their works on the 

following Monday morning, aided, may we add, by 

some wonderful parents, who rushed in over the 

weekend to get everything in place for the works to 

start. Thank you so much to the team for their efforts.  

 

The staff were excited to be kept up to date 

throughout the holidays by our Chairperson, Mr 

Adam McKee, who visited the site regularly and sent 

them all pictures showing the progress. However, 

most importantly this has come just at the right time, 

as with the current Covid situation it has never been 

more important for the children to have access to an 

outside space that is both safe and inspiring.  
 

We now have a space that is useable throughout the 

year, due to the introduction of Astro Turf, bark, 

covered digging, sand pit and paved areas. Children 

will be encouraged to explore and investigate outside 

throughout the seasons. We would like to share some 

pictures of the new and improved space, which we 

are sure those of you who are familiar with our old 

layout, which was no longer fit for purpose, will 

agree is truly a vast improvement.  

 

 
 

   
 

 
 

Finally, we would like to say a huge thank you to 

everyone who has made this possible, especially our 

proactive Voluntary Committee, who have worked 

tirelessly to support our Pre-School. It’s made such a 

difference to the children and staff at Thorverton Pre-

School and Class 1 at Thorverton Primary School. 
 

We are impressed at how all the children, old and 

new, have settled into Pre-School following such a 

long break.  
 

We currently have some vacancies for children aged 

2 to school entry. Please contact us for more 

information. Phone 01392 861707 or email 

thorvertonpreschoool@gmail.com 

 

Pippa Eyles - Administrator  
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Recipe 
 

Waldorf salad 
 

4 sticks celery,  

2 russet apples,  

50g (2 oz) chopped walnuts,  

salt and pepper, cider vinegar, mayonnaise.  
 

Slice the washed celery, chop cored and quartered 

apples, and sprinkle with a few drops of cider 

vinegar, add the walnuts, season and mix together 

with mayonnaise. Garnish with watercress and 

sprinkle with pomegranate seeds for extra colour and 

flavour. 
 

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Devon 
 

Poetry  
The Seven Stages of Labradoodle Murphy 
 

The first stage is one of affection; 

licks galore for our delectation; 
 

The second,"I want to be alone; 

bunk-off and leave me to my bone." 
 

The third shows he can be funny, 

by rolling over to show his tummy; 
 

The fourth is when he wants a walk; 

he stands by the door; no need to talk; 
 

The fifth when he patiently sits for food; 

he longs to grab but that would be rude; 
 

The sixth is dog-fights with his friends, 

with never a need to make amends; 
 

Finally he goes quite beserk with joy 

when we come home at last and say "Good boy!" 
 

 
 

Andrew Hoellering 

 
 

Driving Round The Bend! 
 

This poem is dedicated to all those learning to drive 

and all those sitting with you. 

 

Round the ruddy roundabouts 

off the endless slips. 

Down the roaring carriageways 

we go for our trips. 

 

Countess Wear and Sandy Gate, 

Matford, Middlemoor 

we are having so much fun 

we can’t take any more. 

 

To Shillingford and Topsham, 

Clysts St George and Mary, 

we can do the lot of them 

though sometimes they’re quite scary. 

 

Next turn left, then turn right, 

forwards, backwards, STOP! 

Continue, proceed, follow on 

Surely we have not gone wrong? 

 

Oops! We’re on the fast road now. 

Did we miss our turning? 

Oh well, it’s all experience, 

all helps when we are learning. 

 

But in the distance looming 

the M5 lurks to catch us. 

It really wants to pull us on, 

it slyly lures us with its song. 

 

Dear Kate, 

this driving is a fuss. 

Why don’t we catch 

the bloody bus! 

 

I’m pleased to report that my daughter passed her 

driving test the next day, much to the surprise of 

everyone not least herself.  I’m still trying to get over 

the experience! 

Lorraine Colebrook 
 

 

Home Schooling 

An elderly man is stopped by the police at about 2am 

and asked where he is going at this time of night.   
 

The man replies, “I am on my way to a lecture about 

alcohol abuse and the effects it has on the human 

body, as well as smoking and staying out late.”   
 

The officer asks, “Really, and who is giving that 

lecture at this time of night?”  The old man replies, 

“Well, that would be my wife.” 
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TARTS news 
 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

Recent walks: 

Northdown Wood Saturday 26 September 

Four of us and Lottie went for a short walk in 

Northdown Wood. Despite being so close to 

Thorverton, 2 of us had not been there before. We 

soon spotted the plaque explaining that the wood had 

been acquired by the Woodland Trust with a gift 

from Mr Christopher Milne.  

 

Shortly afterwards a hornet’s nest was discovered at 

the base of a tree. Unfortunately we managed to 

disturb it and Lottie was stung so her owner thought 

it wise to retreat and take her home in case treatment 

was required. 

The walk along the wood is a ridge walk with 

excellent views down to Chiltern and deer park one 

side and Cadleigh and Bickleigh on the other. At the 

end of the wood you descend to a stream and the 

return walk is along the bottom of the wood. 

On Sunday I was pleased to hear that “little Lotts is 

ok.  She’s been resting and having plenty of TLC.”, 

and having enjoyed the walk in a quiet area of 

wood,as hoped for on the plaque, I did it again as a 

family walk. This time ensuring we stayed clear of 

any hornet nests. 

Graeme Culshaw 

 

Future Walks: 

It is certainly nice to be able to go out for walks 

again.  However, with the rules and regulations 

changing all the time, it’s important we keep up to 

date and put measures in place to keep everyone safe. 

As we are not a registered group but essentially a 

group of friends meeting up to walk, we have to keep 

our numbers limited to 6. (Six people that is, there 

are no rules on how many canine TARTS can meet!) 

 

When the details of the walk are sent out about a 

week beforehand, we are limiting people to the first 5 

to reply. That having been said, if someone who 

hasn’t been on a walk recently wants to go there’s 

usually opportunity to swap. We’ve also kept the 

walks fairly local as we can’t share cars with people 

not in our household or bubble. That saves a lot of 

single-occupancy cars driving a long distance.  

 

Saturday 7
th
 November – Withleigh led by Mike 

 

Saturday 21
st
 November – led by Graeme 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

November Update 

A socially distanced American Tournament - 

originally intended to be part of the official opening 

of our new courts and lighting until Covid 

restrictions prevented this happening – was enjoyed 

by several members at the end of September. Also 

because of Covid we are not taking part in League 

matches this winter, but have a club Autumn 

Challenge running over the next few months, as well 

as our normal club sessions and Wednesday 

afternoon junior coaching.  
 

Tennis is a great way to stay fit and socialise over 

winter, especially in these difficult times. We are a 

small but friendly club with great new facilities. 

Please see our website for all details of our activities 

and winter and annual membership rates. 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk  
 

Sally Baldwin 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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A Year on our Farm – October 
We loaded all our wool on to a bale trailer and 

delivered it to the depot at South Molton.  Wool 

prices have been getting less for decades as synthetic 

fibres have become cheaper and easier to wash and 

dry. But wool still has a place in 21
st
 century life.  It 

is a versatile, quality product. We shear our sheep in 

the summer for health and husbandry reasons, but 

sadly it costs more to shear them than we get paid for 

the wool. Our approach is, we have this product 

“wool”, so we make sure it is presented to the buyer 

with the least amount of faults as possible - free from 

contaminants like dung, hay or string.  
 

Last year I took Zoe’s boys out of school for the 

afternoon to go to the Wool Board and watch our 

wool being graded. They were given a tour of the 

place and shown how the then graded wool is 

compressed and baled ready to be taken by lorry to 

Bradford to be sold. 
 

We had delivered 85tons of lime, some was spread 

on ploughed fields and some on grassland.  The 

optimum Ph is 6.5, so the fields are tested every 5-6 

years and lime applied accordingly. We have 

managed to sow all our autumn crops, rape, wheat, 

oats and barley already.  It’s not often we are up to 

date with the field work! Reg will now put the hedge 

trimmer back on and start doing all the road hedges. 
 

We sorted the ewes into manageable flocks and put 

the rams in with them - we use a ratio of one ram to 

40 ewes.  They will stay with the girls for 6 weeks. 

After about a month we will combine flocks together 

and change rams around, just to make sure nothing 

gets missed. We have been selling both fat lambs and 

store lambs, and the price is still very good. We only 

have about 100 lambs left now, and these should go 

before the end of the month.  By the time we house 

the ewes at Christmas, we want all the grassland to 

be free from livestock. 
 

We picked in our apples - eaters and cookers.  These 

we store in boxes in our dairy, and it will keep me in 

apples till March. We always juice some and these I 

bottle into litre bottles and store in the freezer - about 

40 bottles, and that will last all year. We used to pick 

apples for cider, and latterly have supplied Sandford 

Orchards in Crediton, but it’s labour intensive wet 

cold work for little reward; so we take what we want 

and the sheep and wild-life have the rest. The orchard 

now has flocks of fieldfares that have travelled south 

to feed in winter. 
 

With the changing of the clocks I will start lighting 

the sitting room fire again.  We have plenty of wood 

stacked in the orchard and sawn-up in the log shed. 

The men have worked long hours this autumn - it 

will be nice to relax and recharge. I hope others can 

as well, and if you are thinking ahead to Christmas 

gifts? Make sure 100% wool socks are on your list!  
 

Tina Ayre 
 

How Things Have Changed 
 

Very many years ago, Bill, my then future husband, 

organised with his office in Khartoum, for me to 

speak to him via the radio.  He was in Torit, South 

Sudan, about 800 miles away.  What a wonderful 

surprise!  His voice sounded metallic, and there was 

crackling on the line due to disturbances.  I did 

appreciate this technical wonder.  Now here in 

England during these past few months we are able to 

attend a church service every Sunday via Zoom with 

our Rector Katie and her helpers.  Even during the 

war the churches were open, though the bells were 

silent. 
 

Delivering my grocery order, the lady from 

Morrisons said to me, “We will continue to deliver in 

the future.”  As I have done my own shopping all my 

life, this is a comfort indeed during these troubled 

times.  These strange times have seen a massive 

increase of supermarket delivery vans.  One passes 

by my window – a very big one.  The road is narrow.  

I watch, I pray.  Both next door’s wall and mine are 

still intact.  The driver is very skilled.  Living in this 

small Devon village one is spared the many horrors 

of this dreaded virus.  But - and this is a big but - my 

granddaughter works in hospitality, and she fears for 

her job. 
 

I was touched to hear of a girl in Spain, who, with 

her family, lives in a flat.  The family were given a 4 

hour permission to go out.  Where does she go?  She 

goes straight away onto the green and picks a flower 

for her mum.  With great difficulty can I imagine 

what such a confinement means, through no fault of 

her own. 
 

In April my neighbour’s small daughter runs towards 

me for her usual greeting.  I put out my hand and 

shout, “No.”  The shock on her face is terrible to see.  

I feel like a pariah.  Young and old feel this shadow - 

worldwide.  Am I looking forward to Christmas?  As 

yet not really.  But I have started to prepare and make 

presents for the little ones in the family.  Christmas is 

for children.  The Christ Child has his birthday.  We 

celebrate it, as we do every birthday of our loved 

ones. 
 

I am delighted to have been able to contribute to the 

Focus magazine a few times.  This is a valuable 

resource for our village.  I sincerely hope some 

younger member of the community will be able and 

committed to taking up the challenge to keep it 

going. 
 

Annette Mawson 
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Hands, Space, Face & Connect 
 

As I write, the mornings are dark and the evenings 

are drawing in. However, the last few days have been 

crisp and the leaves on the trees are a golden red and 

yellow that make my drive to work a mix of 

impressive shade and colour. It is a time of change, a 

time to reflect, and a time to plan for the winter. All 

of this of course mirrors where we currently are and I 

am afraid predicting where we are going would be 

foolhardy.  
 

Over this winter connecting with as many people as 

possible, using whatever routes available, will be 

essential; a quick ‘Hello’ over the garden fence is just 

as important as a long Zoom call with a relative in 

Australia. Making sure we all have as many avenues 

of communication as possible is really important.  
 

The internet and computers are fully integrated into 

the lives of the majority of the population; everyone 

in my family gets withdrawal symptoms very quickly 

if the WiFi is out of action. However, there is a large 

percentage of those over 65 who do not use 

computers, smart phones and iPads as much as they 

could. With these in mind the surgery launched our 

Digital Social Prescribing Scheme at the beginning of 

this year led by Joan Povey.  
 

The roll-out was hampered by the lockdown.  

However, this has also led to many more people 

equipping themselves with new or updated electronic 

equipment over the summer. Joan is on hand to help 

you learn to get started or enhance your internet skills 

so you can do on-line shopping, order prescriptions, 

make video calls with family and friends and 

research all sorts of information. She is able to help 

anyone who lives in the local community even if they 

are not registered at Wyndham House Surgery. Her 

email is wyndhamsp@gmail.com or you can phone 

to leave your contact details at the reception in 

Wyndham House Surgery and she will give you a 

ring. No matter how much or little you know, if you 

want to learn more please contact Joan – she is a 

wealth of information, a fantastic teacher and will 

find a way of helping you out. 
 

It is entirely possible that a vaccination for Covid 

will start to be rolled out before Christmas.  

However, it is also far more certain that whatever the 

science produces we will be restricted in our 

socialising and normal activities until at least spring 

and more probably the summer. So, as winter comes, 

it is really important to stay distant, wash your hands 

as frequently as possible, wear masks and ensure you 

have made the connections with your family, your 

neighbours and your community as strong as 

possible.  

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 

Friends of Wyndham House 
Surgery Update 
 

With further Covid-19 restrictions, we are still unable 

to reopen the Silverton Memory Café but are trying 

to keep in touch with all our visitors. Annette is 

running a Jigsaw library between 2 and 2.30pm every 

Thursday afternoon at St Mary’s Church Hall, 

Silverton. We have a wide variety of jigsaws, from 

very easy, with large pieces, to the more difficult 

ones up to 500 pieces, to suit all abilities. We are 

happy to lend our puzzles to anyone who would like 

to borrow one or two. We would need your contact 

details, if we do not already have them, so do go 

along if you would like to try. Face coverings must 

be worn and hand sanitiser is available in St Mary’s 

Church Hall. 
 

I am offering home visits to anyone who has memory 

loss or dementia. I can give advice about the 

condition and where help can be found. I observe all 

the safety guidelines and am happy to meet outside if 

that is preferred. Caring for a person with dementia 

can be quite a challenging and difficult undertaking 

and I am happy to give confidential and practical 

advice, so do give me a call if you would like some 

support. 
 

Our Carers group is going out for lunch again, in 

small groups of six people, so it is as safe as we can 

make it and it’s great to see the Carers getting 

together and enjoying a break from their caring role. 

Our last meeting was at the lovely new Exe Valley 

Farm Shop Restaurant, where there was lots of room 

and a delicious menu. 
 

For people who need help with getting started to use 

the internet on computers, iPads or smart phones, 

Wyndham House Surgery and The Friends of 

Wyndham House Surgery have employed a lovely 

lady called Joan to help you. Soon you will be able to 

borrow a tablet computer to try out before you buy 

one of your own. Joan can help you with online 

shopping, ordering prescriptions, making video calls 

with family and friends and researching all sorts of 

information. Joan is able to help anyone who lives in 

the local community even if they are not registered at 

Wyndham House Surgery.  

Her telephone number:  0758 156 7464, her email: 

wyndhamdsp@gmail.com or you can leave your 

contact details at the reception in Wyndham House 

Surgery. 
 

If you are feeling isolated and lonely during this 

difficult time or have no local support and would like 

someone to talk to either on the telephone or with a 

safe visit, please do get in touch with me as I might 

be able to help. 
 

mailto:wyndhamsp@gmail.com
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The Balance Classes and the Film Club are still 

unable to go ahead. 

 

If you would like more information about anything in 

the above article please do get in touch. 
 

Trish Jones - Wellbeing Co-ordinator  

Friends of Wyndham House Surgery. 

Tel: 0748 437 7298  

Email: silverwellbeing@gmail.com 

 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 
 

Earlier in the year it had been hoped that the 

coronavirus restrictions might have achieved their 

desired effect by the end of the summer, holding out 

the possibility of being able to offer some activities 

in the last quarter of the year. However, National 

Trust properties (including Lanhydrock) remain 

closed as is the Brecon Mountain Railway (both 

outings being due to take place in October) and the 

Club has been notified by the organisers of the 

Gloucester Christmas Market (November) that they 

reluctantly had to cancel the event this year. That left 

only the last outing in the programme (Christmas 

Lunch at the Waie Inn) to be considered. 
 

Even had venues remained open, the planned outings 

may not have been able to take place as with 2m 

distancing permitting a maximum of about 26 

passengers, financial viability whittling away our 

reserves in the order of £200 per outing would have 

been an issue without a price increase.  
 

As for St Mary’s Church Hall, we have been advised 

that the maximum number of people permitted to 

enter the building under Covid-19 regulations is only 

six which is not much good for coffee mornings. 

Playing whist would have been similarly affected but 

of course social distancing and the handling of cards 

would have been contrary to everything which the 

coronavirus restrictions were designed to prevent.  
 

Consequently this unfortunately also means that there 

will be no Club Christmas activities this year 

including our ever-popular Christmas Lunch outing 

to the Waie Inn Zeal Monachorum. The decision that 

has been taken to cancel the outing will, I know, be a 

big disappointment to many members and their 

friends, particularly those who live alone and are 

desperate to get out and to renew old friendships, but 

in the prevailing circumstances the Committee and I 

believe that there is no realistic alternative.  
 

As we have been unable to enjoy any of the varied 

outings arranged for 2020, the plan is to rearrange 

most of these outings for next year and to hope that 

these will be able to take place. My initial thoughts, 

subject to better times ahead, are that the outings 

programme would not start until April or May 

(instead of March) whilst the other activities such as 

coffee mornings and whist would recommence when 

circumstances permit.  
 

Details of the rearranged programme will be advised 

in December/January and as previously advised 2020 

subscriptions will be carried forward to next year 

when I hope that the Club will again be able to offer 

existing and prospective new members an interesting 

and varied programme of activities for 2021. 
 

Martin Clough, Club Secretary 

38 Hederman Close, Silverton, Devon, EX5 4HW  

Tel: 01392 860971. martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

The case of Terracorp LTD v Mistry & Ors [2020] 

concerned the question of whether investors in plots 

of land were liable for road charges etc. under the 

terms of covenants contained in the contracts of sale. 

A number of companies were formed for the purpose 

of engaging in the business of what is sometimes 

called, ‘land banking’. This is the buying of farms or 

other green field land without planning permission, 

parcelling it into small plots, and selling these to 

multiple buyers. The plots were typically sold for 

between £10,000 and £30,000, usually payable in 

instalments over several years. 
 

Land was acquired in Hertfordshire, Kent and 

Sussex, divided into plots, and sold to individual 

purchasers. The sales brochures described the current 

status of the relevant land, variously as being 

agricultural, within a metropolitan green belt, or 

within an area of ‘Outstanding Natural Beauty’. 

None of the land had planning permission and had 

the purchasers checked they would have discovered 

that there was no prospect of planning permission 

being obtained for a development of the plots in the 

foreseeable future, without there being a major shift 

in local planning policies. 
 

The brochure showed the locations of the various 

plots, and the areas where roads were to run to give 

access to the plots. The brochure indicated that the 

areas marked on the plan for roads were going to be 

retained by the selling company. 

In addition to the brochure, purchasers were given a 

contract for sale which contained covenants requiring 

the payment of additional sums in connection with 

the cleaning, maintenance and repair of roads, paths 

and access ways on the land described as retained by 

the sellers. 
 

mailto:silverwellbeing@gmail.com
mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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The sales were made between 2001 and 2008. The 

sites were at the time, and remained so, when the 

matter came before the court, green field sites. None 

had been given planning permission and no 

application for such permission had been made. The 

fields were used for agricultural purposes under 

arrangements made with the various selling 

companies. No roads had been constructed and there 

was no foreseeable prospect, given existing planning 

restrictions, of any being constructed. 
 

Following a business reconstruction, all the areas 

shown on the plans for roads etc., then owned by the 

various selling companies, were transferred to 

Terracorp Ltd (the Claimant), and the sellers 

assigned their rights under the various covenants to 

the Claimant. The Claimant made demands for the 

Covenant Charges relating to the cleaning, 

maintenance and repair of roads, paths and access 

ways and brought actions in the Small Claims Court 

against individual plot purchasers who refused to 

pay. 
 

The Covenant Charges provided that, “The costs 

shall be £140 per annum and shall be index linked to 

inflation or to a 5% per annum cumulative increment, 

whichever is the greater, and shall be payable yearly 

in advance.” By the time of the trial there were 174 

Defendants. The Claimant argued that the Defendants 

were liable under the Covenants for sums ranging 

from a few hundred to several thousand pounds each. 

The Defendants claimed that they had not yet 

become liable to pay anything, as no roads had been 

built. 
 

At first instance, HHJ John QC concluded that since 

no roads etc. had been constructed, or even planned, 

and in consequence, no services provided, no liability 

to pay the charges had yet arisen. The Claimants 

appealed and the matter came before Mr Justice 

Miles. In the course of delivering his judgment Mr 

Justice Miles said, “There is little commercial sense 

in plot purchasers having to pay, from day one, for 

the maintenance of roads etc. that not only did not 

exist at the date of sales but were not even 

foreseeably expected to be built. It is stranger when 

one notes that the selling companies were under no 

obligation to apply for planning permission for the 

roads or to build them.” 
 

The decision meant that the Defendants did not have 

to pay the sums claimed and would appear to open 

the way for those plot owners who have paid to claim 

back the charges. 
 

At the time of writing it is not known if Terracorp 

Ltd plan to appeal the judgment of Mr Justice Miles. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

The Joy of Water 
As I write this, water is trickling over the stones at 

the bottom of the garden. The stream (The Jordan) 

which flows through Thorverton has two main 

sources; Raddon Top and the Fursdon Estate, 

meeting at Dinneford Bridge.  

 

 
 

The journey continues under the bridges by the 

Jubilee Green, passing through the Millennium Green 

en route to the River Exe on its journey to the sea.  

 
 

Yesterday's water has already reached Exmouth and 

tomorrow's water is just seeping out of the north side 

of Raddon Top.  
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The sound of water, whether it’s just a tiny stream, 

the thunderous crash of a freefall waterfall or the 

gentle lapping of wind-blown waves onto a sandy 

shore, is a delight to the senses. Photographers 

choose water as part of their favourite compositions; 

sunlight on water, rainbows, and droplets on leaves. 

Waterside houses carry a premium price and pubs on 

the beach charge more for accommodation; with 

good reason. Travellers seek out water; lakes, rivers, 

canals, cascades, waterfalls (the higher the better), 

even rock pools on the shore by the sea.  

 

 
 

Of course, the source of all this liquid is rain; not just 

Hollywood rain (the more the better! - blown by the 

huge fan of the wind machine), but drizzle and hail 

and snow. All can be enjoyed given the right clothing 

and conditions. In some parts of the world it seldom 

rains and life can be dependent on how to obtain 

water. For example, in Leh, Ladakh in NW India, 

water reaches the city via narrow stone watercourses 

(much like Bullen St and Dinneford St) bringing 

snowmelt from the high mountains ... but it seldom 

rains in the dusty city. 
 

Water is an entirely extraordinary substance. It is 

almost unique in having a solid form which is less 

dense than its liquid form. This means that ice floats 

on water. If it behaved like most solids then in winter 

(or in ice ages) it would sink to the bottom of the 

river or lake, freezing from the bottom up to the 

surface. This would kill any aquatic life in the 

process. It’s entirely reasonable to suppose that, in 

that case, life on Earth would never have evolved. 
 

We live on a water planet. Could we survive on a 

now-dry planet like Mars, where providing sufficient 

water to survive would be an enormous problem? 

Our oceans are vital to provide the rain in the water 

cycle. An external view of Earth shows the blue of 

the water, and the most distant photo of Earth ever 

taken, from the Voyager spacecraft now exiting the 

solar system and entering interstellar space, shows 

the earth as a Pale Blue Dot. (See book written by 

Carl Sagan). The photos taken by the Apollo visits to 

the moon show the contrast between the dry dusty 

craters of the moon and the white-streaked blue of 

Earth rising above the grey horizon.  
 

Sailing the oceans can provide thrills (and disasters). 

Visiting the small UK islands such as Scilly, Lundy, 

White, Lindisfarne and the Hebrides usually involves 

a water-bor ne trip - visually exciting with wild life 

often seen near the boat. Life on a small island 

surrounded by water is an aspiration for many, 

including authors and artists (R. L. Stevenson, P. 

Gauguin ...). Travel by water, where sea, river or 

canal adds an extra dimension to any holiday. 

Camping on an island in a river, canoeing down a 

canyon torrent, puttering along a Norfolk waterway, 

shooting along the Mekong on a long-tail speedboat 

or paddling in the Exetury under Orcombe Point 

(after being cut off by the incoming tide); just a few 

of the joys of the water on our planet. 
 

A garden without a stream is enhanced by the 

installation of a pool or a birdbath. Amphibious 

creatures will soon find it and the birds will be 

delighted to use it for bathing and drinking. 

Reflections of the sky and trees, and for sound you 

can install a low voltage pump for a fountain or rock-

lined mini stream. Enjoy local water by walking in 

the Millennium Green or along the side of the Exe. 

Maybe it's time to reorganise The Exe Struggle*! 

 

 
 

 
 

*Those not in the area in the early 1990s might need 

to ask John what this was! 

John Spivey 
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Goodbye Kubota Mower 

 
 

Here is Hank Jones enjoying his final use of the 

Kubota mower we have been using on the 

Millennium Green since 2000. We are looking to 

purchase a replacement mower, hopefully with a 

grant from Viridor. Many thanks to everyone who 

gave us support by signing the petition, which has 

now been forwarded to Viridor.  

John Spivey 

 

The Sky at Night 
The Moon 
 

November sky: Jupiter is still very bright in the South 

West in early evening. Saturn nearby is rather dim. 

Look out for Comet ISON meeting other planets and 

Comet Encke in the South East pre-dawn 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01l1tqt/p01l250s 

 

The Moon: our necessary neighbour 

The Moon’s a balloon. David Niven’s title with its 

irreverent nod to that orb in the sky does little to 

embrace the awe and wonder in which it is 

commonly held. What is the Moon? Where does it 

come from? What’s it made from? Is it inert? Why 

does it always face us? 

 

Some facts 
It is Earth’s only natural satellite. Also, it’s one of the 

largest and densest moons in the solar system (other 

planets have moons, more anon). It’s made from the 

same stuff (cheese?) as our Earth and, at 4 billion 

years, almost as old. Likewise it has a molten core, 

probably, and suffers moonquakes! 

 

In fact, it is disproportionately large and comes from 

huge gunks of our own Earth, spewed out by its 

catastrophic collision with a Mars-sized planetoid. 

Maybe 700m years later, Earth now had a cool, solid 

surface, several seas of water, a faster daily rotation 

of 12 hours and its very own new Moon. 

 
 

The sunlit Moon behind our Earth from the ISS 

(International Space Station) Credit: NASA 2020 

 

It is silent 

With no atmosphere, sound cannot travel there. Its 

temperature varies between 120 and 170 degrees C 

during the peaks of the day or night. As it is 400 

times closer to us than the sun, it looks the same size 

as the sun because its diameter is 400 times smaller! 
 

Visits 

There’ve been 6 successful US manned landings 

since two Russian, little known, helpful and 

anonymous tortoises orbited the Moon in 1968! 

Altogether, there were 71 attempts and 47 failures at 

reaching the Moon before Neil Armstrong’s utterly 

brave boot left its famous fine-grained print in the 

Lunar dust. Many countries, including the UK are 

planning a wide variety of Moon missions in the next 

ten years. Why? Collecting samples, testing novel 

equipment, establishing minor bases and gravity-

assisted slingshots to farther planets. 
 

Lunar dust 

It is incredibly fine and reactive! Being bombarded in 

perpetuity by meteorites and solar radiation, it is 

finely broken down into a sort of talc which, in the 

absence of oxygen, has never reacted! All NASA 

samples have become woefully rusted by the 

accidental, nay criminal, ingress of moisture! A thin 

‘atmosphere’ of these particles has also been 

observed hanging above the Moon’s surface by 

astronauts! They are so light that, coupled with the 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01l1tqt/p01l250s
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Moon’s low gravity, they can levitate 

electrostatically, much like a rubbed balloon hanging 

around the ceiling. 
 

Water/ice 

Quietly in 2018, water ice was found around the 

Moon’s South Pole in the long shadows of the deeper 

craters. Produced at the surface through the effects of 

radiation, or delivered courtesy of asteroids, ice 

particles are now more common than first thought. 

This resource may well allow the local production of 

hydrogen/oxygen which can fuel the generation of 

electricity in turn. Unlike the Moon, Earth’s gravity 

and atmosphere-moderated temperatures, have 

managed to retain its water. 
 

Man in the Moon 

From the UK we can see a clear ‘face’. The eyes and 

mouth are actually lava plains or ‘seas’ caused by 

volcanoes or meteor impact.  In more detail, using 

binoculars or telescope, you can see huge craters, the 

resulting debris from which is strafed across the land 

much like the spokes of a bicycle wheel. Every 28 

days it rotates once and revolves around the Earth 

twisting so slowly that its ‘face’ is always facing us. 

We always see this face. You might guess some 

jiggery-pokery here: yes, the Moon’s unusual 

movement is locked in by Earth’s gravity. There’s no 

dark side, but as it spins once every 28 days each part 

of the Moon has a ‘day’ a fortnight long, followed 

likewise by a two-week long ‘night’. 

 

 

A shot of the rear side of the Moon between the Earth 

and the Sun. Taken by  DSCOVR satellite of 

NASA/NOAA in deep orbit in 2015. 

 

Phases of the Moon  
If the Moon is rising in the East just as the Sun is 

setting in the West we will see a full Moon as it is 

fully facing the Sun, with us betwixt the two! If the 

Moon sets one hour after the setting Sun, then the 

Moon, close by in the sky, is between us and the Sun. 

We’re behind it effectively and we don’t see its sunlit 

side. You’ll be lucky to spot the finest sliver of a 

crescent Moon. A half Moon is directly South as the 

Sun sets and we are therefore to the side of the Moon 

and we can see half of its sunlit part and half of it in 

shadow. 
 

Moon’s orbit 

While we travel the huge distance around the Sun, 

our Moon lazily orbits our Earth once every month: 

but in that time, the Earth has rotated 28 times. In 

fact, if you hold a school protractor up you could 

measure this procession of the Moon at around ten 

degrees each day. As it travels around our Earth, it is 

sometimes between the Earth and Sun, whilst at other 

times the Earth is between the Sun and Moon. So for 

half the month it’s in our night sky and for the other 

half, it’s in our day sky. Meanwhile the Earth drags it 

around the Sun one complete circuit every 12 

months.  
 

Its annual circular dance around the Sun resembles a 

stretched spiral with only twelve loops! Meanwhile, 

on average, the Moon is 235,000 miles distant from 

Earth but used to be half that figure. It’s slowly 

moving away. In a billion years it will be 25,000 

miles further away. What will our beautiful Earth be 

like then?! 
 

Harvest moon 

Traditionally, full moons provided the extra light 

needed to get early evening tasks done. Our clever 

eyes can re-adapt to moonlight only, so from the start 

of dusk right through till dawn there is a useful night 

light, unless of course clouds get in the way.  
 

Hunter’s Moon/Blue Moon 

A second full moon in one month is ‘blue’. October 

31 saw a second, named after the season for hunting 

rabbits! Other names for November include ‘cor  n, 

milk, flower, hare’: you might guess some reasons. 
 

So, friend or foe, silvery watchman or inert rockball, 

we’re stuck with it. If you can, find some strong 

binoculars and on November 30 be prepared for 

some surprises. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Footnote on Asteroids: OSIRIS-REx is a satellite 

probe orbiting a large, significant asteroid ‘Bennu’ 

right now! The probe aimed to sample life-

potentiating dirt using an 11-foot-long (3.4 m) 

robotic arm, for just a few seconds this October. That 

sample will be stirred up by a blast of nitrogen gas 

and collected by the sampling head. The probe will 

back slowly and carefully away from Bennu, with 60 

grams (2ounces) of asteroid material. If the Oct. 2020 

haul is not enough, a second attempt can be made 

before returning the sample in 2023, when Earth’s 

orbit is close.  

Peter Hargood

https://www.space.com/51-asteroids-formation-discovery-and-exploration.html


Focus on Thorverton  27   Vol 51 No10 November 2020 

 

 

The Garden in November 
November is the month of change. We move from 

autumn with its beautiful colours and reasonable 

temperatures at the beginning of the month to the 

grey, cold, bare look of winter by the end. Most of 

the leaves will have been blown off the trees and the 

temperatures can dip. The soil becomes cold and 

unfriendly and deciduous trees go into their winter 

sleep. The birds have no trouble at the beginning of 

the month finding food but it can be a different story 

later on. 
 

This does not mean, however, that it is unsuitable for 

gardening. In fact, some plants do better being 

planted or moved now. Dahlias should be brought 

inside to be kept dry through the winter. Don’t worry 

if you’ve never done this and they come up each 

year, they probably will again but if you have a 

Dahlia you particularly want to keep, then taking it 

out of the soil for the winter is the best way of 

guaranteeing it will grow again next year. 
 

Dig out the plant and cut back the stems leaving a 

good 40cms of stem. This is important as they 

sometimes start to get a white fluffy mildew on them 

and it is at the end of the stem where it starts and so it 

can be cut back before it enters the tuber. Take off as 

much soil as possible without pulling the plant 

around and then let it dry out with any remaining soil 

left around the tubers. When completely dry, take an 

old tooth brush and gently brush away any remaining 

soil and put them in a tray and store for the winter 

somewhere dry. A cool bedroom is quite good. 

Check regularly for signs of the white fungus. If this 

appears, cut it out and put your Dahlias somewhere 

else. It could be too damp or cold or there is not 

enough air around them. 
 

Bring your Dahlias back to life in early spring, 

usually February or early March. Mine get put on 

some newspaper in a plastic vegetable box and have 

clean compost put around them, nearly up to the top 

of the tubers but not covering any growth, pots are 

fine as well. They are then put inside a cold 

greenhouse and watered regularly. If the weather 

becomes cold and frosty, I cover them with fleece. 

It’s always best to keep some handy. Do not leave it 

on during the day unless it is very cold. They do not 

need too much cosseting. Let the Dahlia leaves grow 

quite big before you put them out as they are not frost 

proof and you have to wait until the risk of frost has 

gone. 
 

Tulip bulbs are also better planted now as they are 

less likely to be affected by a disease called Tulip 

Fire to which they are susceptible. I add a few slug 

pellets around tulip bulbs as a precaution. If, like our 

garden, there are marauding squirrels visiting, put 

some netting over the top or else you might find they 

have been dug up and, unlike daffodil bulbs which 

are left alone, tulip bulbs are edible to some creatures 

- be warned. They are, however, well worth the extra 

effort and look stunning in a pot or in the garden.   
 

This month is ideal for planting bare root trees as the 

soil still retains some of the summer warmth and 

gives time for the roots to establish before winter 

conditions set in. Last year was exceptionally bad for 

planting in November as it became very wet and the 

soil was waterlogged but that isn’t usually the case 

and if you are thinking of planting, now is the best 

time. 
 

If you still have some herbaceous border plants to 

move and divide, get this job done as quick as 

possible as, after the middle of the month, it would 

be better to leave it until next spring. 
 

Don’t forget to pick up and save all those leaves at 

the beginning of the month. Fill up bin liners with 

damp leaves. Make some holes at the bottom of the 

bags and store them away in a hidden corner of the 

garden for a couple of years and see what treasure 

nature can give you [I can confirm that they do 

eventually make very good leaf mould compost – Ed] 
 

Well, Neville, still plenty of jobs to do until you can 

put your feet up with the Xmas quiz. Don’t forget 

there is probably tidying and cutting back possible 

this month in the garden and on the allotment.  Make 

the most of any good weather before the winter cold 

drives us all inside. 
 

         Happy gardening, however big your patch. 
 

Lorraine Colebrook 
 

Nature Notes 
I had a few reports of interesting caterpillars and a 

migrant moth sighting from around the village in 

September. A convolvulus hawkmoth was found at 

rest on a sheet on a washing line in one of the cottage 

gardens in Bullen Street. It was possibly attracted by 

house lights or the abundance nearby of hedge 

bindweed Calystegia sepium on which its larvae 

feed.  
 

Two elephant hawkmoth larvae were initially found 

feeding on great 

willowherb Epilobium 

hirsutum growing 

along the grass verges 

at Raddon. Following a 

search another three 

were found but sadly 

three of the five had 

been lost to verge 

cutting by the very 

next day. One of my 

favourite caterpillars, 

because it is so pretty, 
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is of the pale tussock moth. One was found in 

Broadlands and one on a doorstep of a house and 

here is the picture of it taken by Elspeth Holmes. 
 

The ‘Brilliant Bugs’ stamps released for sale from 1
st
 

October are lovely and illustrated by Richard 

Lewington who has done the artwork in many 

wildlife reference books including the ones I use for 

moth, caterpillar and bee identification. Two first 

class stamps feature a painted lady butterfly and 

common carder bee, two at £1.45 show a longhorn 

beetle and elephant hawk-moth and two at £1.70 a 

marmalade hoverfly and a ruby-tailed wasp.  
 

My sister and I had a miniscule input in the 

caterpillar book mentioned above titled Field Guide 

to the Caterpillars of Great Britain and Ireland by 

Barry Henwood and Phil Sterling and published by 

Bloomsbury. In 2018 my sister found caterpillars 

feeding on Grand Fir Abies grandis also known as 

Giant Fir, and Barry identified them as angle shades 

moth larvae and was very interested in the fact the 

caterpillars were feeding on this species of tree. The 

book was published this year and there is an entry in 

the book that mentions the caterpillar is known to 

feed on Giant Fir. Barry is Devon County Moth 

Recorder and Phil is Dorset County Micro-moth 

Recorder and a member of a team for verification of 

their macro-moth records. 

 

A to Z   Raddon Top continued 
 

Walking past Raddon Hill Lodge we saw a marbled 

white and small tortoiseshell butterfly on our next 

walk to Raddon Top on 1
st
 July. It was windy at the 

top so not much to see in the way of fauna apart from 

many rooks whose black moulted feathers were 

caught against the gorse. The two hawthorns were 

full of ripening haws. The large beech tree was full of 

dark green leaf, a major shelter from rain and sun for 

the flock of sheep. The grass was green once more, 

having recovered from May’s lack of rain. Musk 

thistle and yellow hawkbit was still in flower.  
 

The surprise of the morning came from the return 

walk down, taking the vehicle track back to the road. 

Approximately halfway down on your left as you are 

descending and just inside the field edge I spotted 

common restharrow in flower. It is more often found 

on the coast so quite unusual here and long may it 

flourish. The plant is so tough that it laboured the 

travel of horse drawn plough or harrow. Here is my 

picture of the restharrow. 

 

 

In the week commencing 13
th
 July Mike Stannard did 

a walk to Raddon Top and sat taking in the ambience 

at sunset. Just as he was getting up to come home a 

handsome fox appeared and paused for a few seconds 

to look around, oblivious to human presence. The fox 

trotted off down the slope passing the sheep that 

carried on grazing as if they had not noticed. 

 

Jenny Garne.  01392 860875. 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 
 

about:blank
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From the Archives 
It was Thorverton’s Tug of War Team that was making a name for the village 40 years ago, winning the Devon 

Championships in 1980. Here is the Secretary’s Report on that season: 
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Cricket Club   

 
 

Thorverton Cricket Club – 2020 Season 
 

After a long, cricket-less, spring and start of summer, 

Thorverton did enjoy an Indian summer of cricket 

throughout July and August. We were in the 

fortunate position to be ready to go throughout the 

lockdown period and with play given the green light 

just hours after Boris Johnson had described cricket 

balls as a “natural vector of disease”, our season 

started on Saturday 11
th
 July; two and a half months 

into what is usually a four month season. 
 

The Devon Cricket League was quickly arranged into 

a regionalised group format and allowed our 1
st
 and 

2
nd

 XIs to play 6 matches of competitive cricket, with 

a semi-final and final against teams in the 

corresponding group positions.   
 

Our first XI were unfortunate not to top their group, 

comprising of Shobrooke Park, Whimple and 

Heathcoat 2
nd

 XI.  Abbotskerswell pulled out of the 

semi-final, giving us a bye to the final, against 

Plymouth 2
nd

 XI, coming up short by 45 runs. A 

shortened season allowed younger players chances in 

the 1
st
 XI. Local teenagers Bobby Heard and Luke 

Vukusic played the majority of matches, putting in 

some fantastic performances. There was also a 1
st
 XI 

debut given to George Daldorph. 
 

The 2
nd

 XI finished 3
rd

 in their group, winning two of 

their six matches. This lined up a semi-final against 

Exeter 3
rd

 XI which we convincingly won by 114 

runs, mainly thanks to 114 not out from Andrew 

Daldorph and 66 from Paul Stirling. We fell well 

short in the final against a strong Topsham 1
st
 XI who 

rattled through our batters to leave us 69 all out. The 

main positive for the season is the chances for young 

players. We also had a great achievement when 

Imogen Daldorph, Eliza Heard and Erin Vukusic 

became the first females to represent the club at 2
nd

 

XI level in the club’s 160 year history, showcasing 

how far cricket has come in terms of inclusivity. The 

three girls were fantastic and all took wickets and 

fielded superbly throughout the season. We look 

forward to seeing how they progress in 2021. 
 

With a lack of cricket throughout the summer, we 

entered the “T20 Covid Cup”, which was quickly 

organised to give us 1
st
 XI standard 20 over cricket 

on Tuesday evenings. The cup involved matches 

against Exmouth, Cullompton and Bradninch, who 

typically play in higher leagues than ourselves. The 

three home matches were fantastically supported by 

the local community and saw us play in our coloured 

kits with a pink ball.  
 

We won all five of our T20 Cup matches and 

finished as undefeated Champions! The high point of 

the campaign was a home victory over Exmouth 

played on a hot, sunny night at Station Road. We 

bowled tightly and restricted Exmouth to 135-5 from 

their allotted 20 overs, mainly thanks to two wickets 
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each from Bobby Heard and Jake Choules. The chase 

was steady, with captain Andy Pitt, Alistair Chilcott, 

Ben Sapiecha and new signing Dan Robbins all 

chipping in with scores of 20+. A tense finish ensued 

after a steady fall of wickets, but we were guided 

home by 17 year old Luke Vukusic who hit the 

winning runs with 5 balls to spare, to record a victory 

against one of the biggest clubs in Devon, who ply 

their trade in the Premier Division of Devon Cricket. 

The T20 Cup was enjoyed by all and there are plans 

for it to return next season. 
 

Another highlight of the season was a ten wicket win 

away at Exeter Cricket Club in the last friendly 

match of the season. Chasing 197 to win in 40 overs, 

we won without losing a wicket, thanks to a 

remarkable partnership of 201 from Luke Vukusic, 

scoring 86 not out and 102 from 13 year old Marcus 

Sapiecha, who despite his young age, has completed 

three seasons at 2
nd

 XI level. It’s testament to the 

colts set up that we have juniors performing well 

above their years and winning matches for the club. 
 

Unfortunately we were not in a position to make 

junior coaching sessions Covid-secure, so regrettably 

we had no colts or All-Stars cricket this summer, but 

please be assured that this will return on Fridays next 

year. We are also making plans to run sessions of 

women’s cricket next summer. If you would be 

interested in taking part in sessions, which will use a 

soft ball to start with, please do get in touch. 
 

Off the field, we have managed to secure a new 

electronic scoreboard which is now in use. We are 

making plans to build a new pavilion, renovate our 

nets and generally improve our facilities over the 

coming years. 
 

A massive thank you must go to our volunteers, in 

particular our ground staff who kept the ground in 

pristine condition throughout lockdown and enabled 

us to play as soon as we were permitted. Also a 

massive thank you to our bar staff who kept 

spectators refreshed during matches. We would also 

like to thank anyone who supported us during the 

2020 season, it is greatly appreciated. 
 

Looking forward to 2021, a new era will begin as 1
st
 

XI captain Andy Pitt is standing down after four 

years, so a new captain will be appointed at our 

AGM in November. We’d like to thank Andy for his 

efforts and for lifting the spirit of the club. 
 

Our indoor pre-season winter nets may not be able to 

go ahead this year due to restrictions as a result of the 

pandemic, but we will on standby if this changes.  
 

If you or your children are interested in playing, 

watching or being involved with the cricket club, 

please do get in touch or come down on a Friday 

night or Saturday afternoon; you will be most 

welcome. 

 

Jack Stirling 

Thorverton Cricket Club 

 
 

Football Club News 
 

News reaches me rather belatedly 

that Thorverton Football Club won 

the 2019/20 Devon Senior Cup in 

September. I am very sorry only to have stumbled 

across this exciting news now. The following account 

is from the Devon and Exeter League site: 
 

“Thorverton captured the Firewatch Devon 

Senior Cup on Friday night thanks to a deserved 

2-1 win against Millbridge United at Coach 

Road. Both goals came in the second half from 

Chris Powell after a goalless first half in which 

Jake Eldon was unlucky with a rocket that 

bounced off the crossbar. Victory gave 

Thorverton their second ever success in the 

County competition. For the Plymouth team 

whose goal came minutes after Powell’s opener 

was from Lee Card. Their only other final in 

1971 also ended in defeat and despite last night’s 

gallant effort, overall the Thors edged the game. 
 

County made Thors’ Sam Stewart man of the 

match, and the 24 year-old elated Thor’s manager 

Ben Mills who felt it was shared with Powell. 

Devon and Exeter League Vice President Dave 

Pointing, and one time Thorverton player and 

Secretary watching from the stand was also 

delighted with the outcome.” 
 

The club is playing in the Premier West Division of 

the Devon and Exeter League this season, with the 

second team back in operation now and playing in 

Division 4 Central. Do support the teams at the Rec 

this winter, from a good social distance. With two 

teams again there will be a match most Saturday 

afternoons. 

 

Neville Lane
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Puzzles 

 

I only received one correct solution to the Su Doku 

puzzle last month – well done again, Ian Stoyle -  and 

no solutions to my other puzzles. Let me know what 

sort of puzzles you prefer, and I will try to 

accommodate them next month. Alternatively I can 

leave the page out altogether if it is adding nothing of 

interest for you. 

 

The Big Cross-Out Swindle was, as you might have 

guessed from the title, a swindle. You simply needed 

to cross out alternate letters like this: 

N A I S N I E N L G E L T E T W E O R R S D 
to leave A SINGLE WORD. 

 

The solution to the Interrupted Bridge was to deal the 

remaining cards from the bottom of the pack, starting 

with yourself and proceeding counter-clockwise. 

 

The answer to the Time the Toast problem is 111 

seconds. The designer of the problem originally 

believed that the answer was 120 seconds, but one of 

his readers demonstrated that it could be achieved in 

111 seconds by partially toasting one side of toast, 

removing it and returning it later to complete the 

toasting! The proof is somewhat complicated, but I 

have it should anyone want to see it in detail. 

 

This month’s problems: 

 

Dash it all! 

 

Sally and Mike race each other over 100 yards (sorry, 

we haven’t gone metric yet with our puzzles). Sally 

wins by 10 yards. They decide to race again, but this 

time, to even things up, Sally begins 10 yards behind 

the start line. Assuming that they both run with the 

same constant speed as before, who wins? 

 

Palindromic Square Numbers 

 

Regular readers were probably holding back awaiting 

this subject. This may sound like a curious subject 

for investigation – the search for square numbers the 

figures of which read the same backwards and 

forwards - but I hope that it will give those 

mathematicians amongst you a suitable challenge. 

Some such numbers are easily found. For example 

the squares of 1, 11, 111 and 1111 respectively are 1, 

121, 12321 and 1234321. All are palindromes. This 

applies to any number of 1s provided that the number 

does not contain more than nine. But there are other 

cases that we may call irregular, such as the square of 

264 which is 69696 and the square of 2285 which is 

5221225. 

 

Now, all of these examples contain an odd number of 

digits. Can you find a case where the square 

palindrome contains an even number of digits? 

 

Su Doku 

 

Here is another Su Doku puzzle (each horizontal and 

vertical line must contain each of the numbers from 

one to nine): 

 

Set Square 

 

Each of the digits from 1 to 9 must be used in this 

grid, only once each. Can you work out their 

positions so that each of the sums works? The sums 

go left to right and top to bottom: 

 

  

x 

  

x 

 

5 

 

= 35 

 

+ 

  

+ 

  

- 

 

 

  

+ 

  

+ 

  

= 14 
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+ 

 

  

+ 

  

- 

 

8 

 

= 2 
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3 5 
  

1 9 
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More Poetry  
 

Flower Arranging Classes in November 

 

She taught us all to look and see 

The beauty in each shrub and tree, 

To use our eyes and so perceive 

The different texture of each leave; 

She trained our senses to observe 

The possibility in a curve 

Of many a dead and fallen branch, 

And to spare more than a glance 

At a common garden weed, 

To which before we gave no heed. 

She taught us this and also made 

Us conscious of both light and shade, 

Of hues which complement and blend, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of contour, contrast, line and bend. 

She showed us how to grace a room 

With subtle touch of bud and bloom, 

She lent our hands a certain skill, 

To create beauty and fulfil 

Within ourselves an inner need;  

For with such skills we’re blessed indeed. 

Cold, bleak weeks in dull November 

Have given much happiness to remember. 

Thank you, teacher, very much 

For passing on your magic touch. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Taken from Doreen’s West Country Wanderings in 

Poetry.

 

 

River Exe in Flood, Autumn 2019 
 

 
 

Photo by Jane Lane 
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Adverts 
 

 
 

 

Iain Clarke  

Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 

Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 

Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 

Planting 

Garden Maintenance 

Advice 

30 + Years in Horticulture 
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PERSONAL TRAINING & MENTAL 

HEALTH FITNESS 

 
Mental health nurse & award winning personal 

trainer offering a holistic approach to personal 

training at Sole2Soul's fully equipped gym 

studio in Netherexe.  

sole2soulfitness@gmail.com  

 

www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open currently Thurs-Sun inc 

lunchtimes and evenings and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 

 
 

mailto:sole2soulfitness@gmail.com
http://www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk/
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M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Hoopcott Dog Walking 

 

Local reliable, honest, trustworthy, DBS 

checked, Insured and Canine first Aid 

trained Dog walker covering Stoke Canon, 

Rewe, Huxham, Thorverton, Upexe and 

Silverton. 

Offering Daily, weekly or one off dog walks. 

Puppy, Cat and small animal visits. House 

sitting, Pet sitting and pet taxi service. 

For further information 0754 651 4854  

Email hoopcottdog@btinternet.com or 

Facebook. 
 

mailto:hoopcottdog@btinternet.com
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 
 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

Also now offering all aspects of tree surgery

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Get your business 

known in Thorverton. 

 

Advertise here for just 

£4 per month for a ¼ 

page in black and 

white or in colour on 

the middle pages for 

just £8 per month. 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector      Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 
 

Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)  Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk             Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU.   
Phone: 01392 861228. 

 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
       Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30 for newspapers only. 
Business Manager:     Jan Hamilton  07764461575. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MOST  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 
 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
 

Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 

Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 
 

Focus Magazine        Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450. 
 Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 

 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 

 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

Nov. 9
th
 and 23

rd
       Nov. 2

nd
, 16

th
 and 30

th
  

Dec. 7
th
 and 21

st
       Dec. 14

th
 and 30

th
 (Wednesday) 

 

Mobile Library 
Thursdays every 4 weeks in the Quarry Car Park from 15.45 to 16.20.  Nov. 12

th
, Dec. 10th. 

New members welcome - contact Tiverton Library on 01884 244644 or tiverton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk. 
 

Union Flag Flying days in November 
8

th
 Remembrance Sunday 

11
th
  Remembrance Day 

14
th
 Birthday of HRH the Prince of Wales 

30
th
 St Andrew’s Day 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
The majority of bus services resumed from 14th June, as below. The temporary pre-9.30 free travel concession for 

National Bus Pass-holders is being withdrawn to help ensure capacity for workers during peak hours. 
 

Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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Exeter Chiefs – Kings of Europe (Champions Cup Winners 2020) 
 

Jack Yeandle, a former Thorverton School pupil and now club captain of Exeter Chiefs, with the European 

Champions Cup, won through victory against Racing 92 on Saturday 17
th
 October. 

 

 
 

Thorverton FC – Kings of Devon (Senior Cup Winners 2020) 
See report on page 33. 

 

 


