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 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 
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th

 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 
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Front Cover: Artist’s impression of settlement similar to that at Thorverton, evidence of which was 

uncovered by the Thorverton Community Archaeological Project (see page 22). 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Please make cheques 
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Editorial 
 

Out with the old and in with the new! Goodbye 

(some might say good riddance) 2020→Welcome in 

2021; Goodbye Trump→Welcome Biden; Goodbye 

EU→Welcome brave new world alone; Goodbye 

Boris’ advisers at No.10→Welcome ??; Goodbye old 

worn out editor of Focus→Welcome bright new 

editor.  

 

Yes, I have good news for you: this will be my last 

edition as editor of Focus, and John Slater stands 

ready to take over the reins for the first edition of 

2021 – which will be the February edition as we no 

longer print a January edition. I am most grateful to 

John for being prepared to take this on, particularly 

as he has not long been resident in Thorverton. If he 

is as lucky as I am to have had so many fine regular 

contributors, then he should find the role most 

enjoyable, as I have for more than 15 years now. He 

also has a fine trio of assistant editors in Eileen 

Mason, Fiona Harrison and Jules Jeffreys, who have 

put Focus together for me so ably. And then we have 

Bob Swaffield collecting monies and ensuring that 

we remain solvent, and Maggie Dunlop, who has 

kept a grip on the advertisements (note to advertisers: 

you can expect to hear from Maggie about renewals 

very shortly!). Finally, I should give a big thank you 

to the Focus chairman, Michael Ayre, who has 

always been supportive and has come up with 

suggestions, while never interfering in the content or 

presentation of the magazine. I very much look 

forward to being able to read Focus at my leisure in 

future, but have no doubt that I will be contributing 

the occasional articles. It does feel right to be passing 

on the baton to a new editor, for all things benefit 

from new faces from time to time. 

 

I must thank also all those who have made such kind 

comments about the magazine over the years, and in 

particular over the past few weeks as it became 

known that I was being serious this time about 

retiring from this role.  

 

I hope that you will find plenty of items of interest in 

this month’s Focus. Do have a go at the competition 

that Lorraine Colebrook has set on page 32 and have 

a go at the puzzles on page 34. Do give some 

feedback to regular contributors to encourage them to 

continue, and perhaps some hints for angles that you 

might want them to cover. For the first twelve years 

of editing Focus I received hardly a word of feedback 

direct, although I did get several messages from 

people talking to Jane in the Post Office. Positively 

framed feedback – even if it contains a little criticism 

– can be very useful. 

 

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas (at least as 

merry as the situation allows anyway) and a Happy 

New Year.  

 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Michael Ayre, Chairman of Focus 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Neville 

Lane for all the hard work and commitment he has 

given over the last 15 years, as the editor of our 

village magazine The Focus. He has helped it move 

technically into the 21 st century, whilst it still stayed 

“an accessible to all” village magazine. It is indeed a 

magazine we can be proud of. It would have been 

devastating if the Focus had had to stop for want of 

an editor, so I am so happy that John Slater has 

agreed to be the new editor and take our magazine 

forward. 

 

 

From Anon (name supplied) 

 

A big thank you to the Berry Dairy for providing 

lunches for free school meals children over the half 

term week, this generous effort has certainly ensured 

that children do not go hungry in these difficult 

times.   

 

 

From Mavis Beaumont 

 

Wednesday the 14th October started like any other 

day but didn’t finish like any other day. I found 

myself in the RD&E with 12 fractured ribs, a broken 

wrist and 4 lost teeth. I have walked up and down 

Jericho Street for 35 years without incident, but this 

time I was unlucky when a white van reversed into 

me causing this damage. The hospital doctors and 

nurses have been absolutely marvellous in their 

treatment. I have received lovely get well wishes and 

visits from two friends, which certainly helps in 

recovery. My friends Barbara and Clare have told me 

people have been asking after my health which I do 

appreciate and I thank everyone of you. I am now 

being treated royally by my family in Broadhempston 

which is a good place to be whilst recovering. In 

future I will make doubly sure there are no vans 

white or any other colour near me   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Marjorie Maynard, Bullen Street 

 

May I, through Focus, wish all my friends and 

neighbours a very Happy Christmas and a 

Prosperous 2021.  

 

With best wishes from Marjorie 

 

 

 

From Sue Vooght, Milford Lane 

 

What a year it has been! 

 

I wish all my friends and acquaintances a very Happy 

Christmas and best wishes for 2021.  Keep safe and 

well. 

 

My donation for not sending cards this year will be to 

MIND - Mental Health. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

The information in this report has been extracted from the 

draft meeting Minutes of 10
th
 November 2020. The full Minutes 

can be found on the Parish Council’s Website or on the noticeboard in 

School Lane. Clerk: Alison Marshall thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk   

 

 

1. Request for a mirror at the junction of School Lane and Bullen Street: The Parish Council has backed a 

request from residents of School Lane to have a mirror installed on the lamp post opposite the School Lane 

junction. This will enable visibility up through Bullen Street to make the junction safer for drivers and pedestrians. 

Although County Councillor Squires has advised that the use of mirrors in such situations is against Devon County 

policy, it is hoped that the request will be granted or that a suitable alternative suggestion will be provided.  

2. Covid 19 update: The Parish Council resolved to liaise with the local Covid 19 Support Group in order to 

organise regular coffee morning/afternoon tea Zoom meetings, and also accompanied walks, for those residents 

living alone and wanting some company. If you know of anyone who might be interested in these ideas please get 

in touch. 

3. Planning matters:   

20/01788/LBC listed building consent for an en-suite shower room at 2 Silver Street, Thorverton. No comment. 

20/01394/FULL removal of conditions 7 & 8 of planning permission 06/02077/FULL relating to live/work unit to 

allow full residential use at Crosses Barn, Thorverton. Granted.   

EDDC 20/1517/FUL (amended) construction of digestate storage lagoon with associated hardstanding and 2.4m 

high security fencing at Rixenford Lane, Upton Pyne. It was resolved to respond by stating that the Parish Council 

remains unconvinced by the amended plans and that the previously submitted concerns, regarding traffic, still 

stand.             

4. Recreation Ground:  

  RoSPA Report – the annual play and gym equipment inspection had taken place and it was noted that no immediate 

action was required. However, as the multi-play climber was showing signs of wood rot it would need replacing in 

the not too distant future.   

 New Mower – it was resolved to purchase a new Club Cadet Z1 ride-on-mower at a reduced price of £7,299. 

(including VAT). Grant funding from Viridor Credits and Devon County Council would be used in part payment 

for the machine. The disposal of the existing mower would be considered in due course.              

5. Silver Street Footpath: Funding for the project had been applied for and legal issues, regarding ownership of 

the road, continued to be investigated. No further decisions on the project could be made until answers to these 

matters were known.  

6. Christmas trees: It was confirmed that arrangements to purchase, collect, erect and decorate trees for the 

Jubilee Green and Memorial Hall field would go ahead as planned. Covid rules and regulations would need to be 

adhered to.     

7. Community Archaeology Project: The pre-publication report had been received and it was hoped that the final 

version would be available for publication on the Parish Council’s website shortly. More information on the project 

results will feature in Focus in the near future.   

8. New Cemetery – purchase of land: Following a meeting with the landowner it was agreed to put forward an 

offer to purchase 1/3
rd

 of an acre of land off Dark Lane, subject to planning permission, for the new Cemetery site.  

9. Next meeting of the Parish Council: A Zoom meeting will take place at 7pm on December 8th 2020. All are 

welcome to attend and joining instructions can be obtained from the Clerk or the meeting agenda.  

 

Your Parish Council Members: Cllr N Lane (Chairman), Cllr A Foster (Vice Chairman), Cllr S Crang, Cllr S 

Fice, Cllr J Hodge, Cllr A McKee, Cllr G Sims, Cllr T Sanders, Cllr D Waldron, Cllr K Wells. Clerk, A Marshall. 

Handyman, N Lane.  

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Notices 
 

Have Focus delivered to your door 
 

Yes, you can have Focus delivered to your door each 

month and at a price of just £5 for a year's worth of 

11 fantastic editions. We have delivery rounds 

covering Broadlands, Bullen's Close, Cleaves Close, 

Lynch Close, Lynch Road, The Glebe, The 

Bury/Berry, Dinneford Street, Bullen Street, 

Berrisbridge, Raddon, Latchmore Green and Upexe. 

So, if you live in one of those roads/areas please let 

us know if you would like to be added to the delivery 

round. But if you live in another not too far outlying 

road, such as Jericho Street, Silver Street or Court 

Barton Close, do contact us and we will see if we can 

make arrangements for delivery. 

 

Please contact either Fiona Harrison (01392 966861) 

or Neville Lane (01392 861062) or send an email 

to thorvertonfocus@gmail.com. 

 

SILVERTON HUNT’S BOXING DAY MEET  

AT THORVERTON 

 

Due to the impact of coronavirus, the Silverton Hunt 

would like to let local supporters and residents know 

that they will not be hosting their usual annual 

Boxing Day meet in Thorverton on 26
th
 December 

2020 this year but look forward to returning in 2021. 

 

The officials of the Silverton Hunt, have taken this 

unusual step in order to prevent any potential breach 

of legislation regarding large gatherings and also to 

ensure the wellbeing of the local community who are 

so supportive each and every year.  

 

“Subject to the government guidance in place at the 

time, it is anticipated that hunting activities will still 

take place on Boxing Day, but like so many other 

activities, these will sadly have to take place behind 

closed doors,” explained a spokesperson for the 

Countryside Alliance. 

 

“Over a quarter of a million people usually support 

Boxing Day meets each year so we appreciate that 

seeing the hounds and watching the spectacle of the 

meet is often one of the highlights of the annual 

festive activities for so many in the local area.”  

 

“The Silverton Hunt is disappointed that their Boxing 

Day meet will not go ahead at the normal location 

and will follow a different format this year due to 

coronavirus restrictions, but is very much looking 

forward to welcoming large numbers of supporters 

back again in 2021.”  

 

 

 

Lively Listings and Brilliant Blogs  -  

A Community Website for All  

The Crediton In & Around website was launched this 

April to support Crediton and the surrounding 

villages at a really difficult time, by sharing 

information, advice and stories about how our 

amazing communities were adapting to the crisis.   

 

The site has proved hugely popular and has been 

growing steadily ever since. It now lists more than 

100 local shops and services and includes over 90 

brilliant blogs by local people on all sorts of subjects, 

ranging from gardening and mental health to local 

history and takeaways.  If you haven’t had a look at it 

yet, check it out: www.creditoninandaround.co.uk  

And if you’d like to list your business or group, or 

have a story to tell, email us: info@creditonheart.org. 

We’d love to hear from you. The website was created 

and is managed by the Crediton Heart Project, a local 

charity which works to improve facilities and 

opportunities for everyone living in the Crediton 

area.  

 

We also have a lively social media presence, keeping 

you in touch with everything going on in this 

beautiful part of Mid Devon that we are so lucky to 

live in. Facebook Crediton In&Around       

Instagram Crediton In&Around  

Rosemary Stephenson 

Chair, Crediton Heart Project 

 

Funding from Focus 
 

Do you need some assistance with funding? Focus is 

in the fortunate position of having some money 

available, which the Focus Committee would like to 

make available to help the village.   

 

If you want to apply for funding, please write or 

email the Focus Editor. The Committee will take into 

consideration the benefit to the village (although this 

will not necessarily just be the number of villagers 

likely to be positively affected) and what other 

sources of funding the requester might have. The 

Committee would not normally expect Focus to 

provide all of the funds for a project. Please do not 

incur any expenditure before any decision has been 

made on your application. 

 

The Focus funding committee recently pledged £500 

towards the purchase of a second defibrillator for the 

village. 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
http://www.creditoninandaround.co.uk/
mailto:info@creditonheart.org
https://www.facebook.com/Creditoninandaround
https://www.instagram.com/creditoninandaround/
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Silverton Christmas Trail 2020 

  

We are holding a Christmas Trail for this year 

starting on December 6
th
. Windows and outdoor 

Christmas Trees will be decorated to brighten our 

Village and bring some much needed colour into our 

lives. There will be the chance to vote for your 

favourite with more details on 

http:silverton.org.uk/xmas2020 where there will be a 

map of those houses taking part. 

 
Thorverton Church Music 

           ♫       ♫ 
Sadly our plans for November services did not all 

come to fruition, but we have made some December 

plans and will have to await news of ongoing 

regulations etc. from Dec 2nd, before we know what 

can actually take place. Small groups of singers will 

take part in most of the services mentioned below 

(we hope) and instrumentalists also for the Christmas 

Celebrations. Sorry that we can’t augment our choir 

this Christmas. 

  

Services with Small Choir at Thorverton Church 
Dec       6th    Communion - 9.30am  

Dec     22nd   A Christmas Celebration - 7.00pm 

Dec     24th    A Christmas Celebration - 4.00pm 

Dec      25th   Christmas Day Family Communion - 

9.30am (organ music, not choir or band) 

 

Heather Kershaw, Music Director and Organist, 

Thorverton Parish Church 

01392 860419 heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk  

 
CORONAVIRUS AND MUSIC ESPECIALLY 

re. SINGING AND WIND INSTRUMENTS 

 

I am sure that these questions will keep being asked 

in the next few weeks: “Why can’t congregations 

sing in church at the moment? Can we all sing 

carols?” 

 

In fact as I write during November’s lockdown, we 

can’t hold any services in church at all unless we 

have them behind closed doors and broadcast, record 

or stream them. If we return to Tier 1 regulations 

after lockdown, then what the Church of England 

said before will very likely apply again : 

“Singing and music is only permitted for small 

groups of professional and non-professional 

performers in a physically distanced and safe way. 

Congregations are not permitted to sing.” 

 

So why is this? As you will no doubt have heard and 

read, worries about the virus being spread via 

droplets and aerosols most particularly via singing 

and playing wind instruments, eventually resulted in 

some experiments and research.  

 

Results published in mid-August stated that “the 

researchers discovered that there is a steep rise in 

aerosol mass with increase in the loudness of the 

singing and speaking, rising by as much as a factor of 

20-30. However, singing does not produce very 

substantially more aerosol than speaking at a similar 

volume.” 

 

Government advice to churches and other places of 

worship (before lockdown) allowed only small 

groups to sing and they had to undertake risk 

assessments and adopt strict codes of conduct in 

order to keep themselves and the clergy and 

congregation as safe as possible. Considering these 

factors was emphasised : 

 volume level of singing and speaking  

 social distancing and direction faced whilst 

singing 

 other mitigating actions 

 duration time of the event 

 ensuring good ventilation 

 

The Welsh Government has issued (since Nov 9
th
) 

clear advice about his with a very helpful explanation 

and I’m fairly sure that it is applying the same rules 

as we had in England before lockdown began on Nov 

5th and may have again when it ends. They 

especially stress the importance of controlling 

sound/volume levels for those leading and singing at 

services and for members of the congregation in their 

spoken responses and conversations.     Read more 

here: 

https://gov.wales/guidance-reopening-places-

worship-coronavirus-html#section-44811  

 

Outdoor events (which might involve music and 

singing) also have rules and regulations and risk 

assessments have to be undertaken by the landowners 

and/or organisers. Gatherings in public places have 

limits to numbers and strict social distancing of 

course must be maintained. So whether carol singing 

outdoors will be possible, is an unknown I’m sad to 

say. We hope for more clarity soon. 

 

Above all of course our aim is to keep everyone 

safe………..and there’s always next year. 

 

Right, I’m back off under the duvet now, but hope to 

re-emerge in good time for our Thorverton Christmas 

Celebrations (Dec 22nd and 24th) for which I hope 

you’ll join us. You’ll need to book a place for all our 

services – more info to follow on that - but I wanted 

you to be aware of how things might have to be then 

and why.  

Heather Kershaw                                                                                                                    

http://silverton.org.uk/xmas2020
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
https://gov.wales/guidance-reopening-places-worship-coronavirus-html#section-44811
https://gov.wales/guidance-reopening-places-worship-coronavirus-html#section-44811
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C19 Group Support for People in 
Thorverton 
 

Things have changed quite a bit since the early days 

of the pandemic in March and April when support 

was directed primarily at doing shopping and other 

small errands for people who were shielding. We are 

in a rather different phase now. Many people may be 

feeling the ill effects of not getting to talk to so many 

people or of not getting out much, while many will 

be feeling the pinch financially. It may be that this 

phase will not last too long if all of the positive news 

about vaccines comes to fruition. However, it could 

be that we still have several months before things 

return to anything quite like normal.  

 

The C19 Support Group – backed by Thorverton 

Parish Council - would like to offer three things 

which might help some people. Please spread the 

word to others who may want to take up an idea: 

 

Feeling lonely? 

If you would like to go out for walks but are not 

confident of going very far alone; if you would 

welcome having someone to walk and talk with; or if 

you would just welcome a phone call every now and 

again, please contact us (see final section for contact 

details). We have some willing volunteers in the C19 

Support Group with whom we can connect you. 

 

Want to meet some different people? 

If you would welcome the opportunity to meet 

people in a larger group and talk together, please join 

our weekly virtual coffee mornings every Friday at 

11.00, through the following Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5R

E5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09 
Meeting ID: 896 7168 4334 

Passcode: 896541 

These will be very informal, open to all, offering a 

chance to chat while you sip your coffee (you will 

need to provide your own, sorry). 

 

Struggling to make ends meet? 

If you are having difficulties making ends meet and 

would welcome some help with food provision, we 

may be able to help. Any approaches will of course 

be treated confidentially. 

 

Contact us 

Please contact Neville Lane on 01392 861062 or 

07496 392106, or by email to the C19 email address: 

thorvertonc19@gmail.com.  

 

Thorverton C-19 Support Group 

 
 

Avian influenza (bird flu) 
 

Poultry and other captive birds 
An Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) was 

declared across the whole of England from 5pm on 

11 November 2020. All poultry keepers in England 

(whether they have commercial flocks or just a few 

birds in a backyard flock) are required by law to take 

a range of biosecurity precautions.  

 

If you keep poultry (including gamebirds or pet 

birds) or other captive birds, you must act now to 

reduce the risk of disease in your flock by following 

the relevant biosecurity measures required within the 

AIPZ. Your stock needs to be feed and watered under 

cover to prevent contamination from wild birds. 

Good biosecurity improves the overall health and 

productivity of your flock by helping keep out 

poultry diseases such as avian influenza and limiting 

the spread of disease in an outbreak. 

 

All bird gatherings within the AIPZ are prohibited 

therefore the general licence that had permitted bird 

gatherings has been revoked. For more guidance 

please visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-

influenza-bird-flu 

If you find dead wild waterfowl (swans, geese or 

ducks) or other dead wild birds, such as gulls or birds 

of prey, you should report them to the Defra helpline 

(03459 33 55 77) 

Public Health England advises that the risk to the 

public’s health is very low. Food Standards Agency 

(FSA) has said that on the basis of the current 

scientific evidence, avian influenzas pose a very low 

food safety risk for UK consumers 

Avian influenza is unconnected with coronavirus 

(COVID-19). 

Voluntary registration 

You can choose to register fewer than 50 birds, or 

birds you keep as pets. The Animal and Plant Health 

Agency (APHA) encourages you to register even if 

you do not have to by law. 

By registering, 

 APHA will be able to contact you if there’s a 

disease outbreak (such as bird flu) in your 

area 

 you’ll help prevent the spread of disease and 

protect the national poultry flock 

 

Nicola L J Pearce 

Trading Standards Office 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5RE5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5RE5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09
mailto:thorvertonc19@gmail.com
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/934684/ai-prevention-zone-201111.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu
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Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 
Ltd                 
supporting  THORVERTON POST OFFICE            

 

Thank you so much to our fantastic post office and 

TCT shop and delivery staff who have kept our 

businesses going so well and so safely during the past 

year. 

 

Thank you customers and TCT members for your 

support and your patience with the way things have 

had to be since March 2020. 

 

Who knows what 2021 will bring, but we hope to 

continue to ‘be here’ for you and the community. 

 

Meanwhile we have our usual Christmas fare on sale 

NOW:  labels, wrapping paper, gift and bottle bags 

and all the things you need to help with greetings, 

wrapping and posting, plus charity Christmas cards 

supporting Hospiscare and Pancreatic Cancer 

Research Fund. Sorry we haven’t had any calendars 

this year. Our usual suppliers have not produced any. 

Maybe they thought 2021 was cancelled!? 

 

The Post Office can cater for your posting needs.  

Keep an eye on last posting dates and don’t leave it 

too late to get your stamps. Sometimes stocks get 

low! 

 

Also please check out PO opening hours (see below).  

We’re still getting people turning up at lunch times 

during the week or after 12.00 on Saturdays and if 

you leave things to the last minute just before the 

postie collects at 11.30 or 4.45, you’re likely to be 

waiting outside quite a while or may even miss the 

post. 

 

Hope to see you soon up at the portakabin or maybe 

the garage on Saturdays – thank you once again 

Penny and Alex. 

 

Good wishes 

Heather Kershaw            

Chair and Membership Secretary   TCT Ltd                     

01392 860419    

Thorverton PO   01392 860455 

 

TCT   SHOP + Thorverton Post 

Office       
Opening  Hours       

 

Mon - Fri     9.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 – 5.30 

Sat               8.00 – 12.00 (PO opens at 9.00) 

Sun        9.00 – 10.30 (newsagent only, PO 

closed) 

 

Pre-paid-for papers will be delivered or put in 

the box from 8.00 every weekday and on 

Saturdays and from 9.00 on Sundays 

 

No papers on Christmas Day but Boxing Day 

and New Year’s Day are Bank Holidays so shop 

opening (BH hours 9.00 – 10.30) and deliveries 

will be as usual. 
 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  
Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 
 

We offer a very wide range of post office 

and banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards for every occasion (well nearly!), local 

postcards, posting and packing materials, 

health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, 

photocopying + lots more 

Charity Christmas cards, wrapping 

paper, gift tags and much more, now in 

stock 
 

REALLY EASY PARKING + 

ACCESS 
TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 

2.00) 

Sat             8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 

                           

Post Office 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 

2.00) 

Sat             9.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs  closed 
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Latest Recommended Posting Dates 
 

Whether you’re posting within the UK or abroad, 

these are the latest dates you should post by to ensure 

your cards and gifts arrive in time for Christmas.  

Please note the dates below are correct at the time of 

printing and are subject to change.   

Please check royalmail.com/greetings or 

parcelforce.com/service-updates for the latest 

information.  In these uncertain times, it is advisable 

to post as early as possible to ensure your Christmas 

post reaches its destination in good time. 
 

Finding the right UK postcode and address: 

royalmail.com/find-a-postcode  
 

Visit parcelforce.com/Christmas for more info. 
 

UK 

2
nd

 Class & 2
nd

 Class signed for  Fri 18 Dec 

1
st
 Class & 1

st
 Class signed for  Mon 21 Dec 

Special Delivery Guaranteed  Wed 23 Dec 

Parcelforce Worldwide express48 Tues 22 Dec 

Parcelforce Worldwide express24 Wed 23 Dec 
 

International Economy 

Non-European desinations (except below)     5 Oct 
 

Middle & Far East, S. Africa, Singapore      12 Oct 
 

USA, Canada, E. Europe, Greece, Cyprus,  

Turkey, Malta & Iceland        2 Nov 
 

Western Europe         16 Nov 
 

HM Forces (BFPO) 

Airmail to Operational BFPOs  Mon 30 Nov 

Airmail to Static BFPOs   Mon 7 Dec 
 

International Standard, & Tracked & Signature 

All dates in December 

Africa Wed 9th  Ireland Fri 18th 

Asia Wed 9th  Italy Sat 12th 

Australia Fri 11th  Luxembourg Fri 18th 

Austria Wed 16th  Malta Thurs 10th 

Belgium Fri 18th  Middle East Wed 9th 

Canada Sat 12th  Netherlands Wed 16th 

Caribbean Wed 9th  N.Zealand Fri 11th 

C.America Wed 9th  Norway Wed 16th 

Cyprus Thurs 10th  Poland Sat 12th 

Czech Rep Sat 12th  Portugal Wed 16th 

Denmark Wed 16th  Slovakia Wed 16th 

E.Europe*  Fri 11th  S.America Wed 9th 

Far East Wed 9th  Spain Wed 16th 

Finland Sat 12th  Sweden Sat 12th 

France Fri 18th  Switzerland Wed 16th 

Germany Wed 16th  Turkey Fri 11th 

Greece Fri 11th  USA Sat 12th 

Iceland Wed 16th    

*Eastern Europe except Czech Rep, Poland & Slovakia  

 

 

Speedwatch Update 
 

For the people who are new to the area, Community 

Speedwatch was set up in Thorverton three years ago 

at the request of the Parish Council after several 

complaints from local residents regarding speeding 

vehicles endangering pedestrians and other road 

users in the village. The team of volunteers were 

trained by the police and provided with equipment to 

monitor the speed of traffic in the village. Sites for 

the volunteers to stand were vetted and approved by 

the police to ensure safety for everyone. The aim is 

not to catch people out but rather to remind the road 

users of the speed limit and hopefully educate them 

about the need for care in built-up and more heavily 

populated areas. Any data we collect is passed on to 

the police who then decide if any action needs to be 

taken in individual cases. 

 

Like everything else, the Thorverton Community 

Speedwatch has been affected by the Covid-19 

pandemic rules. During the lockdowns, the police 

advised all speedwatch volunteer teams not to carry 

out monitoring sessions so there were no sessions 

during that time. We have been able to monitor 

traffic coming into the village during September and 

October and have recorded that nearly six percent of 

all vehicles seen were driving at speeds well in 

excess of the 30 mph speed limit. The highest speed 

recorded in that period was 41 mph. 

 

We hope to start sessions again soon and will 

persevere in our efforts to remind people of the speed 

limit. We are pleased to say that a new site by the 

cricket pitch has been added to our police-approved 

sites. More people are currently exercising outdoors 

and both pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders are 

vulnerable. There is a 30 mph speed limit in place 

from the farm shop all the way through Latchmore 

Green and on into the village. Keeping within the 

limit will help to protect other, more vulnerable road 

users. 

 

There are often comments and complaints made 

regarding the speed that tractors drive through the 

local roads. I agree that they can be very large, very 

noisy and very intimidating but I have to say that this 

can be deceptive. In the three years we have been 

monitoring traffic speeds, we have seen many 

tractors passing but not one has been exceeding the 

speed limit. If there are any tractor drivers reading 

this, I commend you but please keep in mind how 

frightening your tractors can be to other road users 

and be as considerate as you can. 

 

Marguerite Clarke 

 (Thorverton Community Speedwatch Team) 
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Church Services and News 

 
SERVICES & INFORMATION   DECEMBER 2020 & January 2021 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

 

Please note these services are proposed for December and January and are subject to the  

 lifting of current Government Restrictions and may also change due to COVID-19 tiering.   

Please check for current information by visiting our website at  www.netherexe.org  

 

Sunday 6 December Advent 2  

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Thorverton    

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 

Thursday 10 December 

10:30 am  Reflective Advent Service    Stoke Canon  

 

Sunday 13 December Advent 3 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury 

11:15 am  Christingle Service      Rewe   

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 

Sunday 20 December Advent 4 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Upton Pyne 

11:00 am  Carol Service   Cadbury 

11:15 am  Carol Service  Rewe 

03:00 pm Carol Service      Stoke Canon     

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Carol Service# 

06:30 pm Carol Service   Cadbury 

06:30 pm Carol Service   Newton St Cyres  

 

Monday 21 December [To Be Confirmed]  

4 - 6:00 pm  Experience Christmas      Netherexe  

 

Tuesday 22 December 

07:00 pm  Christmas Celebration                Brampford Speke [open air in churchyard] 

07:00 pm  Christmas Celebration      Thorverton  

 

Wednesday 23 December 

05:00 pm Blue Christmas      Newton St Cyres  

 

Thursday 24 December Christmas Eve 

04:00 pm  Christmas Celebration      Thorverton  

11:15 pm  Holy Communion      [CW]  Stoke Canon  

 

Friday 25 December Christmas Day 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Thorverton 

10:00 am  Informal Service     Cadbury 

10:00 am  Family Service      Newton St Cyres  

10:30 am Family Service       Rewe 

 

Sunday 27 December 1
st

 Sunday of Christmas   

09:30 am Holy Communion    [CW]  Newton St Cyres   

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service#  

 

Sunday 3 January Epiphany  

09:30 am Holy Communion    [CW]  Thorverton    

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service# 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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Thursday 7 January  

10:30 am  Reflective Service     Stoke Canon  

 

Sunday 10 January Epiphany1/Baptism of Christ  

09:30 am Holy Communion    [CW]  Cadbury   

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 

Sunday 17 January Epiphany 2 

09:30 am Holy Communion    [CW]  Upton Pyne     

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 

Sunday 24 January Epiphany 3 

09:30 am Holy Communion    [CW]  Newton St Cyres  

11:15 am Informal Service     Cadbury 

11:15 am Reflective Service     Stoke Canon    

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 

Sunday 31 January Epiphany4/Candlemas  

09:30 am Holy Communion    [CW]  Location to be Confirmed    

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 

If you wish to attend a church service, you should book in advance by contacting Revd Katie Cross on  

01392 759612 or by email katie.cross@netherexe.org  

 

# Afternoon Worship will continue by Zoom and telephone at 5:00 pm. To join by telephone:  

Ring 0203 481 5237,  Meeting ID 960 5149 8892#  Password 591980 

 

To join by Zoom, click the link on your computer:  

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09   

 

This link will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org. See the “Please Note” section of the 

homepage. 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

KC Revd Katie Cross   Rector   01392 759612

 katie.cross@netherexe.org  

JD Revd Julia Dallen    Associate Minister 07484 773636

 julia.dallen@netherexe.org  

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader   07741 491946 laura.ford@netherexe.org 

JH Revd Julia Hocking   Curate   07928 813333

 julia.hocking@netherexe.org 

TL Revd Tony Lane 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tuesday & Thursday [09:30 – 15:30] 

Tel: 07594 714590  

Email: margaret.lowe@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon 

 

Church News 
Reverend Katie Cross has just been appointed as the next Rector in the parishes of Alcester, Arrow and Weethley, 

Haselor, Kinwarton and Great Alne, and Coughton with Sambourne, known as the Alcester Minster Benefice in the 

Diocese of Coventry, subject to the completion of all legalities. Katie is presently Rector in the Netherexe Parishes, 

a rural mission community of eight parishes and ten churches near Exeter in Devon. Katie, her husband Paul and 

family will move to Alcester Rectory in the Spring. More details later. 

. 

mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:julia.dallen@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:julia.hocking@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Parish Letter 
Stolen Christmas? 

Hello, Julia Hocking the curate here.  It’s been just 

over a year since I joined you and what a strange year 

it has been.  You may remember I’m from Canada 

and typically as such, I’m a big fan of Dr. Seuss.  As 

a small child I could recite ‘The Cat in the Hat’ and 

at Christmas I still love to revisit ‘How the Grinch 

Stole Christmas’.  It’s the story of a mean hermit who 

hated everything.  Nearby there is a village and he 

particularly hates all their joyful noises at Christmas.  

One year he decides to stop Christmas from coming 

by stealing Christmas.  On Christmas Eve, he dresses 

like Father Christmas and sneaks into the village 

stealing everything to do with Christmas from every 

house.  He steals all the food, drink, presents, 

decorations, and musical instruments, loads them 

onto a sleigh and rides away before dawn.  When he 

is far enough away, he listens to hear the sound of the 

villagers wailing in grief at their loss.  Instead, what 

he hears is singing. ‘But this sound wasn’t sad! Why 

this sound sounded merry! It couldn’t be so, but it 

was merry.  Very!  He hadn’t stopped Christmas 

from coming, it came!  Somehow or other it came 

just the same!’  The realisation that Christmas was 

about something more than stuff changes the Grinch.  

Dr. Seuss says his heart grew 3 sizes that day and I 

think that is a lovely way to put it. Importantly the 

book ends with the Grinch joining the villagers for 

Christmas lunch.   

 

Christmas is really about relationships and above all, 

our relationship with God.  We express our joy in 

knowing God loves us by showing love to others. 

 

Instead of concentrating on what will be different this 

year, let’s remember those things which will be the 

same.  First of all, Jesus.  Jesus was born as a human 

being and that can’t be stolen.  The Christmas story is 

irreversible, so we still have something worth 

celebrating whatever the circumstances.  Our family, 

friends, and neighbours are still there waiting to be 

blessed by us.  We may have to think of new ways of 

doing that, but the task is still there waiting for us.  

The world keeps turning and a new year lies open 

before us allowing us to find new ways of expressing 

ourselves; the possibility of our hearts growing 3 

sizes!  As the writer of the Book of Hebrews says, 

‘Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and for 

ever.’  So, let’s celebrate Jesus’ birthday by 

remembering him and making room for him in our 

lives. 

      

    Revd Julia Hocking 

 

 

 

 

 

The Netherexe Parishes 
From October Our Churches will be open,  

or closed, as follows for  

Private Prayer and Contemplation: 
  

Brampford Speke  

Remains closed at this time. 

Cadbury 

Open Saturdays 10:00 am to 4:00 pm (from 31
st
 Oct.) 

Huxham   

Remains closed at this time  

Newton St Cyres   

Open Wednesdays 11.00am – 6.00pm 

Poltimore    

Remains closed at this time  

Netherexe   

Remains closed at this time 

Rewe  

Saturdays 10.00am – 4:00 pm 

Stoke Canon    

Remains closed at this time 

Thorverton   

Open Wednesdays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm &  

Saturdays 4:00-6:00 pm  

Upton Pyne    

Remains closed at this time. 
 

Please note that a face covering should be worn 

when entering our church buildings. 

 
Baptist Church 
 

Not quite the same this year  ... 
  

As I write, some five weeks before Christmas, 

nobody knows how the festive season is going to turn 

out for us this year.  What is certain is that things will 

not be as usual.  In the best of scenarios, we will be 

able to see our loved ones in limited family 

gatherings, but everything that we associate with this 

time of year will be curtailed in some way.  This 

includes the traditional Carol Service.  As the next 

best thing, I propose a few moments of reflection 

which will take us back to some of those wonderful 

carols we shall almost certainly be banned from 

singing this time round. 

  

Everyone recalls what took place in the trenches of 

the western front at the first Christmas of World War 

1.  Enemies who had been focused on killing each 

other called a temporary halt to hostilities and 

became friends for a few brief hours.  The role of the 

carol Silent Night in this truce is well known.  In 

fact, it all began when the melody of this song drifted 

across from the German lines.  Peace broke out as 

enemies chatted and exchanged food, cigarettes and 
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family photos.  A football was kicked about.  One 

soldier wrote in picturesque terms: ‘We had a rare 

old jollification.’ 

  

How do we know this ‘jollification’ really took 

place?  Historians are delighted when they have 

access to eyewitness accounts, particularly in the 

form of contemporary letters.  In this case we have 

both, since many of the soldiers involved wrote home 

to their families giving an account of the remarkable 

events that they had lived through.  Silent Night has 

been translated into at least 140 languages.  It was 

originally written by a young priest from the 

Salzburg area and the music was composed by a 

humble village organist.  The piece was first 

performed during midnight mass at Obendorf, 

Austria, in 1818. 

  

Another favourite at Carol Services is In the Bleak 

Mid-Winter, originally written as a poem by the 

English poet Christina Rossetti.  The writer makes a 

contrast between the humble circumstances of the 

first coming of Jesus and what the poet foresees as 

his future return. Then comes a question which calls 

for a response from each one of us: What can I give 

him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I would 

bring a lamb; If I were a wise man, I would do my 

part; yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 

  

Many Carol Services begin with the traditional O 

Come all ye Faithful, which invites us to worship 

Christ the Lord.  No mention here of the Christ 

Child; no reference to the crib, the manger, the 

stable; nothing said about the humble parents of the 

newborn baby.  Instead, the hymn speaks of Christ 

the Lord.  In first century society there was much talk 

of Lords, and notably Lord Caesar.  The first 

disciples acknowledged that one Lord only was to be 

worshipped, the Lord Jesus. 

  

The Wise Men who followed the star naturally 

supposed that a king would be born in a palace and 

so made their way to the capital city Jerusalem.  But 

the right place was Bethlehem. Hence O Little Town 

of Bethlehem.  From the dark streets of this little 

village, faintly illuminated by the stars overhead, the 

everlasting light was to rise and shine throughout the 

world. 

  

Every year, at the Festival of Nine Lessons and 

Carols broadcast from Kings College Cambridge, the 

service begins with the carol Once in Royal David’s 

City, the first verse sung as a solo, unaccompanied, 

by a boy chorister.  It was written by a Victorian 

hymn writer, Mrs Alexander, in an attempt to help 

her godchildren to understand parts of the Creed.  As 

with her other compositions, it is a striking 

illustration of the fact that it is possible to express the 

deepest of gospel truth in the simplest of words. 

  

A rousing carol to end a service is Hark! the 

Herald-Angels Sing.  This is the most theological 

carol of them all.  A fantastic amount of gospel truth 

is packed into its three verses. ‘God and sinners 

reconciled’ summarises what Jesus came to do. 

 ‘Veiled in flesh the Godhead see’ evokes all the 

mystery of the incarnation.  And ‘Born to raise the 

sons of earth/ Born to give them second birth’ is a 

magnificent summary of the gospel message, 

reminding us that Jesus said to a respectable man, a 

religious leader who had come to worship him: ‘You 

must be born again.’ 

  

We have only time and space to review half a dozen 

of the scores of carols available to us.  It is probably 

wise to acknowledge even at this stage that this year 

we shall not have the privilege of singing them as we 

normally do.  So a ‘virtual’ event has had to suffice.   

  

To those who might be tempted to write off the 

Christmas story as composed of so many myths or 

legends, the testimony of two thousand years of 

history is very strong. The accounts of shepherds, 

wise men, a census, a star, a humble birth, are not the 

stuff of myths and legends, whether from Hebrew or 

Greek sources.  They have the ring of truth, set in an 

appropriate historical and cultural Middle Eastern 

context.  St Peter says ‘We did not follow cleverly 

invented stories when we told you about the power 

and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 

eye witnesses of his majesty.’ 

  

Revd Maurice Harrison 
 

The Good Old Days? 
Part 7 

 

I have often wondered whether these reminiscences 

are of any interest to anyone apart from family and a 

few intimates, but as several of you have been kind 

enough to let me know they have enjoyed reading 

them, here is this month’s instalment. 
  

Last time, I gave an account of my introduction to 

Grammar School, ending with my first French 

lesson.  Little did I know at that time that I would 

grow up to be a French teacher and then live almost a 

quarter of a century in France.  I also began to learn 

Latin and that too was the gateway to another whole 

new world (or ‘an ancient world,’ should I say?).  

Thus were the horizons of my very narrow interests 

expanded.  Other pupils no doubt found joy in the 

discovery of Mathematics, or Physics, or Chemistry, 

but none of these meant anything to me. 
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Throughout my school life and beyond I tended to be 

good at the subjects I liked while obtaining very low 

marks in subjects I found boring or 

incomprehensible.  History was something of an 

exception.  I was only moderately interested in this 

subject when at school but have subsequently come 

to regard it as the mother and father of all subjects, 

whatever may be the period in question. 

  

Unlike my changing attitude to History, I never 

varied with regard to Science and Maths.  My horror 

of Arithmetic, conceived in traumatic lessons at 

Junior School, did not abate at senior level.  The 

subject always remained a foreign language to me, 

although on reflection if it had been a foreign 

language I would no doubt have finished by cracking 

it.  Mr Watts (‘old Watty’) was our Maths teacher for 

many years but his explanations always remained 

opaque to me.  In later years, when preparing for 

university entrance, I was given extra tuition, but the 

results were no better.  Yet I needed a pass in Maths 

to go on to university, even for an Arts subject. In 

desperation, the school arranged for me to transfer to 

a different syllabus, and I was put on to Commercial 

Mathematics.  This I found more intelligible and 

tolerably interesting.  In the end, I scraped through at 

‘O’ Level.   

 

The following year, the regulations were changed! 

 You didn’t need Maths any more in order to study 

French and Latin at university.  The requirement to 

demonstrate a modicum of all round ability was 

deemed to be fulfilled by a pass in ‘A’ Level General 

Studies.  This presented no obstacle, since I had 

always done rather well in this area.  So in the end I 

found myself doubly qualified for university 

entrance. 

  

The other bugbear, Science, was also finally disposed 

of.  Whereas pupils in our parallel year class had a 

choice of Physics, Chemistry and Biology, we 

Latinists were only assigned General Science.  I well 

remember my desperate plea to my Headmaster to be 

allowed to give up General Science in order to 

concentrate on my chosen subjects at sixth form 

level.  His classic reply was: ‘Well, I think it’s not so 

much a case of you giving up on General Science, 

Harrison, as General Science giving up on you.’  I 

didn’t mind the sarcasm; I had got what I wanted. 

  

One of the most precious gifts that Rowley Regis 

Grammar School bestowed on me was the 

introduction to singing.  It was a very musical place. 

 Everybody seemed to enjoy singing.  Even some of 

the tough upper school boys were proud of their 

vocal range and interested in improving it. Of course, 

we sang a hymn in Assembly every morning, and 

there was a great emphasis on singing in our music 

lessons also.  Naturally, I joined the choir, first as a 

not-very-good tenor with a limited, faltering range 

but later transiting to a rather more confident member 

of the bass section.  We even put on a full-scale opera 

- Bizet’s Carmen - an astonishing enterprise for such 

a small establishment.  I was still a tenor, and sang as 

a nondescript member of the chorus.  I loved the 

experience, and the music has remained with me 

today. 

 

Even more exciting was when we joined up with 

other schools in the area to put on extracts from great 

oratorios such as ‘Messiah,’ ‘Creation,’ ‘Saint 

Matthew Passion’ and ‘The Creation.’  The County 

Music Adviser organised all these joint efforts.  She 

arranged rehearsals, booked soloists, conducted, and 

generally encouraged us to believe we could really 

pull it off.  And we did, putting on various 

performances in Wolverhampton, Birmingham and 

Lichfield - great achievements for the very ordinary 

schoolboys and schoolgirls that we were.  The music 

and words from those works are still with me 60 

years later.  I have found great joy over the period of 

lockdown in locating some of them on YouTube and 

listening to them once more. 

 

I miss singing.  The male voice choir I belong to has 

not met since 15th March, when we carried out our 

final engagement in Tiverton, before lockdown shut 

out the sounds of our voices.  No more weekly 

practices, annual Festival cancelled, numerous 

engagements erased from our calendar.  ‘We’ll meet 

again, don’t know where, don’t know when...’ 

 

A rather melancholy note on which to end these 

reminiscences.  We can only hope and pray that 

‘some sunny day’ is not now too far away. 

Maurice Harrison 

 

Recipe 
Braised red cabbage 

1 lb (500g) red cabbage, washed and finely shredded 

 3 oz (75g) red onions thinly sliced  

4 oz (100g) grated cooking apples  

2 tablespoons cider vinegar 

1 tablespoon honey 

2 oz (50g) raisins   

salt and freshly ground pepper, and a bay leaf 

studded with a clove. 

Mix everything together, place in a buttered 

casserole, cover with buttered greaseproof paper and 

a tight fitting lid. Cook in a moderate oven for 1 ½ to 

2 hours, stirring occasionally until the cabbage is 

tender. A slice or two of smoked streaky bacon can 

be added if liked. This can be prepared in advance 

and frozen then thawed and reheated. 

Paul Cleave, Sustainable Devon 
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20 Years of the Millennium Green 
 

In 2000 Thorverton's Millennium Green was opened 

as one of the 245 open spaces in England to celebrate 

the start of the new Millennium. Dame Margaret 

Turner-Warwick and her husband Richard were 

instrumental in getting together a group of volunteers 

(and initially, the Parish Council) to enable the 

purchase of 5.5 acres of grazing grassland. This was 

being farmed by John Day of Yellowford, a tenant of 

the Church Commission. 

 

The purchase of the land required the raising of more 

than £70,000. Fortunately, Margaret was able to use 

her contacts with various charities (including our 

local charity, The Leonard Trust) and a grant from the 

National Lottery to raise sufficient finance. 

Individual donations and local fund-raising events 

also played an important part. Margaret worked 

tirelessly with a small committee of volunteers to set 

up two charities (now reorganised into the 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust). She wrote 

hundreds of letters (I have inherited a stack of files 

literally more than 5 ft high), made numerous phone 

calls, and trips to meet with Church Commission 

lawyers. A valuation of the land was eventually 

agreed with the Church Commission (£10.5k per 

acre). This was reasonable, as part of the land could 

have been sold for residential housing development. 

 

The stream (River Jordan) which runs through and 

alongside the Green tends to meander. Following a  

flood in 2005 which threatened to completely wash 

away the peninsula, many tons of rock were installed 

along the banks to preserve our boundary.  

 

This was organised by Richard, who spent many days 

of his retirement developing and maintaining the 

Green. His equipment, including the Kubota tractor 

and mower, was used to turn the field into an open 

space suitable for exercise, dog-walking and wildlife. 

We, and especially Hank Jones, have continued to 

use this tractor to mow the paths until this autumn. 

We now look forward to the purchase of a new 

machine (hopefully with a grant from Viridor). 

 

One of the requirements for a Millennium Green was 

a “feature”. We chose to install the double seat at the 

end of the wheel-chair friendly hard-core path. The 

seat area was constructed from breeze blocks (by Ian 

Pile) and local stone (by Pete Marshall). Ken 

Maynard and helpers installed more than 100 metres 

of stock-proof fencing, plus the main gates and the 

gates onto the peninsula.. Many trees were planted, 

including a walnut and a couple of sweet chestnuts, 

which this year produced a splendid crop of roasting 

chestnuts. 

 

Margaret and Richard and the original committee, 

including Geoffrey Pope, John Denman and secretary 

Shirley Hoole, have left a legacy which the village 

continues to enjoy. Sadly, Margaret died in 2017 and 

Richard in 2020. We are all extremely grateful for 

their hard work and perseverance. Thorverton was 

fortunate to have been chosen as the place for their 

retirement. They were both highly regarded medical 

consultants, Richard in urology and Margaret in 

thoracic and pulmonary health. Many of us in the 

village have benefitted from their advice, freely 

given, on medical concerns. 

 

The present TMG Trustees are keen to continue to 

enhance the Green. Recently they have organised the 

planting of more than 160 trees and shrubs (including 

more than 20 fruit trees - apple, pear, plum and 

walnut). We have built two bridges over the stream, 

added four new footpaths plus the steps near “the 

narrows”. There are now 12 seats 

located around the Green, several of 

which were donated. The very strong, 

original seats were designed and made 

by Gus Christianson. 

The initial financing of the Green was 

sufficient to buy the land and pay for 

the construction of the path, seating 

and fencing. The plan was to use the 

interest on the small surplus to pay for 

the maintenance. However, the 

interest on a deposit account is now 

close to zero so we are dependent on 

charitable gifts to keep the Green “in 

the black”. So please think of TMGT 

when you write a will. 

 

Help with maintenance is always 

needed, especially from the younger (and stronger?) 

members of the community. We have a continuing 

battle with dog owners who forget(?) to pick up after 

their dogs, and we welcome volunteers who collect 
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any 'little gifts' they find lying around on the paths 

and in the grass. Although monthly working parties 

are currently suspended due to Covid-19, there is a 

list of jobs on the noticeboard by the entrance, and 

you can carry these out whenever you have free time. 

Pruning back the brambles and weeding the sides of 

the paths etc are an ongoing requirement. The 

Trustees are very grateful to everyone who has 

helped, in whatever way, over the past 20 years. 

 

The Trustees always welcome suggestions for 

improvements (although we are restricted by the 

regulations as a Millennium Green and by the 

Charities Commission).  

 

The current Trustees are as follows: 

John Spivey (Chairman), Rob Turner (Vice-

Chairman), Hank Jones (Treasurer and Mower-in-

Chief), Becky Stannard (i/c website* ), Gillian Bathe, 

Lorraine Colebrook, Ann Parkinson, Kim Lee and Ed 

Wardle.   Maggie Dunlop is TMGT's Secretary.  

If you see any of us on the Green or around the 

village, please do stop and have a (suitably spaced !) 

chat.  

 

The Green is a fitting memorial to Margaret and 

Richard, and we hope that everyone (and their dogs) 

continue to enjoy and make good use of the Green 

right through this Millennium and beyond... 

 

*For more information, do look at our website, 

www.thorverton.org. 

John Spivey and TMGT 

 

 Thorverton Memorial Hall 

While a small group of members of the TMH 

Committee continues to investigate when and 

how it will be safe to re-open the hall, the 

building is providing an important space for 

the school to use. A member of staff 

commented “It is wonderful for us, especially 

in this uncertain weather, that we have a back-

up of somewhere to go to give the children 

some exercise and we are grateful for the help 

we receive to enable this to happen.”   

As the name suggests, the Thorverton 

Memorial Hall has carried that name since just 

after the Second World War when it became a 

practical war memorial to complement the 

stone war memorial outside the church. 

For half a century it was the Thorverton & 

Cadbury Conservative Club. The opening ceremony 

was performed late in 1890 by the local Member of 

Parliament Colonel Sir W. Walrond and was reported 

in one of the local newspapers. Only men were 

present at the ceremony – only men had the vote then 

– a number of ladies joined them for dinner in the 

hall. After the meal there were numerous toasts 

before Sir William launched into a lengthy speech on 

political matters at home and abroad. The newspaper 

reporting this event gave some interesting details 

about the building itself.   

The original Conservative club, started by seven 

conservatives in 1886, used a room opposite for their 

headquarters which, when it became dilapidated, 

required them to find more suitable premises. This 

they were unable to do unless they erected a building 

of their own so the Committee of the Club resolved to 

buy a small meadow belonging to the Charity 

Commissioners and employed architect Mr Octavius 

Ralling to design the building. The construction was 

in the hands of Mr James Westcott and Mr May and 

cost about £300, the money was partly raised by 

means of a bazaar. The Club contained a main 

room,  about 14ft by 18ft, that would seat about 200; 

and had a committee room about 12ft square 

attached. 

Which all sounds incredibly simple compared to 

building anything now! We continue to maintain the 

hall and grounds and fingers crossed that it won't be 

too long before we are able to meet up with friends 

and family – and enjoy events at the hall once more. 

Below: Rev. Samuel Childs-Clarke, vicar of 

Thorverton from 1875-1900, in front of the hall, 

before the small hall was built.  

Clare O’Connor 

http://www.thorverton.org/


Focus on Thorverton  16   Vol 51 No11 December 2020 

 

 

Hello, Jura here 
 
Well, I had my nose put out of joint a couple of 

weeks ago as Mum acquired a new pet, without 

discussing it with me or Dad, and neither of us were 

best pleased about it. I first noticed it when I heard 

Mum talking in a very high voice to something other 

than me and when I investigated there it was, all 

teeny weeny and black. It followed Mum 

everywhere. I got so fed up with her talking to it that 

I even tried to catch it but it was too quick for me. If 

Mum sat on the sofa there it was, sitting beside her. If 

Mum went to the kitchen or bedroom, it went too. 

When Mum came out the shower, there it was. When 

Mum came home from being out doing ‘chat’ it was 

waiting for her on the banister. Even when the back 

door was open all weekend it stayed indoors to be 

with Mum. It even survived being sprayed, twice! 

Yes, really weird. The other night it joined Mum’s 

Zoom meeting by perching on top of her laptop. It 

was a bit embarrassing, apparently, when it ‘Zoom 

bombed’ the meeting but ‘no-one noticed’, according 

to Mum. Anyway, this morning Mum found it dead 

on the floor. Whilst this made her a bit sad, Dad 

cheered her up by saying that flies never live very 

long, especially teeny ones, especially in October. 

Dad and I were quite happy that ‘Flyeee’ had gone to 

fly heaven as we were beginning to wonder whether 

Mum had gone mad, and whether she needed to wash 

more often! Mum said it was strange that Flyeee 

never once attempted to land on anything edible, 

being very unlike a fly, and she wondered whether it 

was some kind of Alien sent here to study humans or 

something. At this point Dad and I made a pact to 

‘sort out’ any more flies that dare to enter the house 

before Mum gets chance to adopt them! 

 

Last week it was half term and so the Grandson, 

Remy, came to stay and we had great fun playing 

football and doing all sorts of cool stuff together. We 

played trampolines on his bed quite a bit (when Mum 

was not looking) then, when we were all tired out, we 

snuggled up together amongst all the books, cars and 

cuddly toys to play Lego. Remy is nearly 7 and told 

me that when he gets to 10 the scouts from 

Manchester City Football Club will ‘phone him to 

ask him to ‘try out’ for the first team. That is why he 

needs to practice his skills all the time. This is very 

exciting, he said, although he will have to move to 

Manchester, which is quite a long way away. I 

looked very sad at hearing this but Remy said not to 

worry as I would be able to see him every week 

playing football on TV, so that’s ok. Dad says that 

Remy has a very good imagination and not to believe 

everything he tells me. I will keep checking the TV 

though, just in case. Mum tries to get Remy 

interested in rugby as she likes that better than 

football - something to do with the men’s legs and 

Jack Nowell, whoever that is. She made such a racket 

when Exeter Chiefs won a match the other day that I 

actually asked to go out in the garden, even though it 

was raining, just for some quiet!   

 

Talking about TV, I am guessing that Strictly Come 

Dancing is back on as Mum has started whizzing 

around the kitchen and lifting up my front legs to try 

to get me to dance. I am not keen on this so I put my 

ears down flat on my head and look at her very 

sternly. I am just not a dancer, end of, but she carries 

on anyway. I go with it, unless I can get away with 

pretending to be curled up fast asleep in my bed, as I 

get treats for trying. I heard her tell Dad that she 

might try teaching me to ‘leg stand’ on my front legs, 

with my back legs in the air, but as that is certainly 

not dancing, and very undignified, I will run upstairs 

and hide as soon as it gets mentioned again. If, 

however, a big hairy piggy’s ear is up for grabs ….. 

that would be different! I will try anything for a 

piggy’s ear!  

 

Mum has also been trying to teach me a new trick, 

ready for next year’s village Fun Day dog 

competition. When she tells me a funny joke I have 

to wag my tail like mad and jump around a bit (then I 

get a treat). When she tells me a bad joke (more often 

than not) I have to stand still, look serious, tilt my 

head to one side and keep my tail still (then I get 

another treat). So far things are going ok and Mum 

seems very pleased with me (I have had lots of 

treats). She told her friend Sharon – the posh one 

from Topsham – that she has no idea how I know the 

difference between a funny joke and a bad joke, but I 

do. Dad overhead this and just kept reading the paper 

with a straight face. He and I both know that it’s all 

about Mum’s reaction, to which I respond 

accordingly. I still don’t get why the chicken crossed 

the road to see his flat mate, or why the little chimney 

was too small to smoke, but as long as the treats keep 

coming, I will stick with it!  

 

On the following page are a couple of photos of me. 

The first is at Tiverton Canal the other day – it’s a 

great place to meet new doggy friends. The other is 

of me wearing my new sparkly princess headband. 

Something tells me that Christmas is coming! As 

long as I don’t have to wear a fluffy jumper again 

this year I will be happy. I hope you have a lovely 

Christmas and New Year and I will be back in 2021 

with more doggy ‘tails’. Woof, woof, for now.   
 

Jura 
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Poetry  
 

 
 

With thanks to Fiona Harrison for finding this one: 

The Everlasting Turkey 

 

On the 1st day of Christmas my true love said to me 

I’d like a turkey and a proper Christmas tree. 

 

On the 2nd day of Christmas much laughter could be heard 

As we tucked into our turkey - a most delicious bird. 
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On the 3rd day of Christmas came the people from next door. 

The turkey tasted just as good as it had the day before. 

 

On the 4th day of Christmas came relations young and old. 

We finished up the Christmas pud and had the turkey cold. 

 

On the 5th day of Christmas outside the snowflakes flurried. 

But we were nice and warm inside - we had the turkey curried. 

 

On the 6th day I must admit the Christmas spirit died. 

The children fought and bickered - we had turkey rissoles fried. 

 

On the 7th day of Christmas my true love he did wince 

When he sat down at the table and was offered turkey mince. 

 

Day 8 our nerves were getting frayed - the dog had run for shelter. 

He’d seen our turkey pancakes and the glass of Alka Seltzer. 

 

On the 9th day our cat left home - by lunchtime Dad was blotto. 

He said he had to have a drink to face turkey risotto. 

 

By the 10th day the booze had gone (except our home-made brew) 

And if that wasn’t bad enough, we suffered turkey stew. 

 

On the 11th day of Christmas the Christmas tree was moulting.  

With chilli, soy and oyster sauce, the turkey was revolting. 

 

On the 12th day, my true love had a smile upon his lips. 

The guests had gone ... the turkey too ... and we had fish and chips!  

 

 

Endangered Species 

 

Who can say that the  lovers are losers? 

Like rare birds, they were once seen in parks, 

Walking hand in hand, oblivious to all else, 

Simply walking, even singing in the rain. 

 

Last time I saw two lovers was 

From the top of a 28 London double-decker bus. 

We with window seats looked down at them, 

As if sighting a rare red kite or Natterjack toad. 

 

The man, his arm around her, kissing, 

The girl pushing him away, laughing. 

Now they are an endangered species 

It is time to issue an open invitation. 

 

Come to our rescue in lockdown, help us forget 

The ebb and flow of human misery, reassure us 

That normalcy will return; that love & laughter 

Are not just lone figments of our imagination. 

 

                            Andrew Hoellering 

 

 

 

The Shed…..A cautionary sonnet! 

A New Year’s resolution to declutter, 

a few months later flits back in my head. 

But where to store it all? I darkly mutter, 

‘Ah, when it’s done, I’ll store it in the shed.’ 

 

I sort out cupboards that are in a mess 

and feel relieved that I have cleared a shelf. 

It’s very pleasing knowing there’s much less 

and doing wonders for my mental health. 

 
The shed is where one sheds that extra stuff 

and hides it far away from eye and mind. 

I’ll store it there, though I’ve got stuff enough, 

for coming years, it’s saved for me to find. 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Remembrance Sunday 

 

 

 

Alex Fice 
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A Year on our Farm – November 
 

We bought, both through Exeter market and 

privately, some beef cattle. These are 18 month old 

heifers that have gone right into our shed and onto 

silage and a bit of corn; they will be kept to grow 

on and fatten, and be sold straight for slaughter 

around February /March. We took 50tons of wheat 

to Crediton milling Co. we’ll hold on to the rest till 

the new year. We have had our back yard concreted. 

This was a muddy slop in the winter and a dust storm 

in the hot and dry weather. It will 

be a big bill !.. but an investment for the next 

generation. 

 

When Michael left school in the late 1960’s and 

started working at Ratcliffe, the government of the 

day was paying farmers to push out hedges and chop 

down trees. He has seen full circle, and now there are 

huge incentives to build hedges and plant trees. 

Making our fields small again would be impractical 

with today’s size of machinery ( although about a 

third of our farm is made up of fields smaller than 6 

acres) We have been given by the Devon wildlife 

trust and Devon County Council 450 trees which we 

will plant on existing hedges and odd field corners 

now this month. Another investment for the future. 

 

There have always been historical landmarks that 

farmers look back on as occasions that have affected 

their farms. The winter of 1963, the drought of 1976, 

the salmonella scare in eggs in the late 80’s, BSE in 

the 1990’s and of course foot and mouth in 2001, 

plus recent years of flooding and wet winters. Every 

aspect of farming has been affected by these events 

somehow. Farmers have been brought to their knees, 

and many financially never recovered again. 

 

The pandemic of 2020 has been very different for 

agriculture, some farms that rely on labour for hand 

picking crops have struggled a bit. But on the whole 

agriculture has carried on as usual and has been 

appreciated and maybe understood a bit more by the 

general public. People have become more aware and 

interested in where food comes from and how it gets 

to our shops and homes. 

 

Family farms, that are most common here in the 

south west, have enjoyed having their children 

around for months and months and the children 

haven’t felt the pressure that urban children had. 

 

However for many other businesses it has been a 

disastrous year, and it’s been so hard to support 

family and friends when you can’t even put your arm 

around them! 

 

It was 12 months ago that I was asked to write a 

farming piece for the Focus, agricultural was getting 

a bit of a bashing and the cow was being blamed for 

the hole in the ozone layer.! It is worth noting that 

with less air and road travel globally in April, carbon 

emissions were the lowest for decades. But of course 

no industry must become complacent. 

 

I was born a farmer’s daughter and had a career in 

agricultural before I married a farmer. Like most 

farmers, Michael and I live and breathe farming, and 

are so fortunate to have a job which is our life and 

our life is our job. My hope for 2021 is that a vaccine 

can beat this Covid 19 virus and that science can be 

one step ahead of other viruses. 

 

I wish you all a Happy Christmas. 

Tina Ayre 

 

I am most grateful to Tina for having taken up the 

challenge of writing a piece on life on the farm, and 

for having kept it going through 2020. I am hopeful 

that we will have a different farmer lined up to write 

a similar piece each month in 2021. Ed  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raddon Top photo by Mike 

Stannard
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Christmas Parti-cipation 
 

Throughout the pandemic we have been working 

closely with College and Bramblehaies Surgeries in 

Cullompton and Blackdown Practice in Hemyock.  

During November we have been making our plans 

for Covid vaccinations.  If vaccines are distributed in 

December we will be ready and we will be using 

College Surgery as the delivery site.  The logistics 

will be complicated but we are extremely confident 

that we will be able to vaccinate all our patients in a 

safe and timely manner.  There will be a short time 

frame for using each batch of vaccines and patients 

will be offered vaccination in a specified order.  It is 

likely that we will be asking for volunteers to help 

transport patients to Cullompton and marshal the 

clinics.   

 

Currently there is a lot of discussion about vaccines 

in the media.  There are two important facts that I 

think everyone needs to remember.  The first is that 

the rules governing the introduction of a vaccine 

have not altered in any way.  All vaccines have to 

pass each testing stage; current vaccines under 

consideration are in the final stage but the numbers 

involved in the trials have been identical to any 

previous vaccine.  There have been no short cuts.  

Recruitment to trials has been easy and so the large 

numbers needed have been achieved in a much 

shorter timespan than normal. This leads to the 

second important point. No vaccine will be released 

that is not considered safe. You will hear arguments 

that any new vaccine will not have been used for 

long enough to know whether it might have long 

term problems.  This is true but due to the nature of 

how vaccines work highly unlikely. Vaccines act by 

priming our own immune systems to work.  They are 

the equivalent of showing a photofit of a criminal to 

the police.  There are a variety of ways of doing this 

but ultimately the success of a vaccine is solely 

dependent on its ability to correctly pre-warn and 

arm our own body’s immune system.  They do this 

within the weeks after the vaccination and so side 

effects or problems are seen within this time period.  

The benefits of a Covid vaccine for everyone will be 

enormous, the risk for each individual will be 

extremely low. 

 

We all know Christmas is going to be different this 

year and the importance of connections with friends, 

family and community has never been greater.  Trish 

Jones our Health and Wellbeing coordinator can be 

contacted on 0748 437 7289 or at 

silverwellbeing@gmail.com    and Joan Povey 

(wyndhamsp@gmail.com) is also available for 

anyone who would like some help setting up or 

enhancing their internet communication skills.  If 

you, or anyone you know, would benefit from their 

help please contact them directly or via the surgery 

reception. 

 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas.  I am 

hoping we will be extremely busy with the 

vaccination programme and that everyone will 

participate in it. 

 

.  

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 

 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
 

  

No-one knows how soon our lives will start to return 

to some form of normality, or indeed if things will 

ever be the same again after Covid-19.  The new 

vaccines do however offer the prospect of some hope 

for the future and that is great news although as I 

write at the end of November whilst in lockdown, it 

seems unlikely that we will be able to resume many, 

if indeed any, Club activities before the winter is 

over. 

 

Assuming a return to normality begins in 2021, the 

process is likely to be gradual with some activities 

resuming before others.  It would be nice to think 

coffee mornings could be introduced when the 2M 

public distancing rule is removed.  This may however 

depend upon the Government’s vaccination 

programme and when confidence has been restored 

enabling families and friends to meet socially again.  

Conversely, whist is likely to be the last activity to 

resume because of player proximity and the 

continuous handling and exchange of cards 

preventing any practical sanitisation measures.  

Meanwhile since September (outside the lockdown 

period) coach operators have been permitted by the 

Government to operate with distancing reduced to 

1m and many companies such as Blakes have been 

accepting bookings - albeit with reduced passenger 

numbers and a maximum of 24-28 passengers – for 

customers and their own services. For Club members, 

this means that the same cost of coach hire needs to 

be apportioned amongst less people.  I have tried to 

minimise the increase by assuming a relaxation of the 

distancing rule at some stage later in 2021 but have 

also built in to the calculation a slight reduction in 

take-up on account of some concerns about the 

continuing use of public transport.  Taking these 

mailto:silverwellbeing@gmail.com
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matters into account, depending upon the journey 

distance, it looks like the cost of the average journey 

will need to rise by about £5 per person.  Whilst a 

measure of subsidy from funds might be justifiable 

on occasions, generally not to adjust outing prices for 

2021 would be to put the future of these Club 

activities at risk.   

 

Looking at when our coach outings might be 

resumed, a reduced programme of monthly outings 

starting in May/June is being planned.  The 

programme will contain many of the destinations 

which were featured for 2020 excluding only a small 

number of venues where entry cost in combination 

with the increased cost of coach travel, has become 

prohibitive.  Details of the 2021 programme will be 

circulated to members in February from when it will 

be possible to make a booking and register for 

membership.  Club members who paid their 

membership fee of £6 in 2020 but who have been 

unable, because of Covid-19, to take advantage of 

club activities will of course have their membership 

carried forward to 2021. 

 

The Committee and your Club Secretary extend 

season’s greetings to everyone and we hope to able to 

welcome everyone back (and new members) 

sometime in 2021. 

 

Martin Clough 

Secretary 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

Tel: 01392 860971 e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com website: 

www.sevs.info 

 

 

Thorverton 
Community 
Archaeology 
Project 
 

The Devonshire 

Archaeological 

Society(DAS): 

Pre-History in the Exe Valley - The Thorverton 

Community Archaeology Project 2019 

 

Recorded for the Thorverton History Society by K A 

Marshall 

 

On Wednesday 21st October DAS held its first zoom 

lecture on our own Thorverton archaeological dig 

which took place in 2019. With 77 participants it was 

well attended and with many interested academic as 

well as local contributors. 

 

The talk started with a minute’s silence for John 

Morton Coles (1930-2020) from Thorverton a valued 

contributor to experimental and prehistoric 

archaeology. 

 

Paul Rainbird for the DAS then took us through some 

of the significant prehistoric sites of the area and the 

background to the dig before explaining the results. 

 

Introduced as an area already known for its rich 

prehistoric archaeology, he identified existing 

examples in our neighbourhood: Raddon’s early 

Neolithic and Iron Age hill fort, Upton Pyne Barrows 

(Bronze Age barrows identified near Burrow Farm); 

in Nether Exe a series of monuments, enclosures and 

ring ditches as well as the Killerton Park hill fort, 

scheduled for further investigation…which all point 

to an already acknowledged area of Neolithic and 

Bronze Age activity. In addition, the field walking 

work of John Uglow was recommended in 

corresponding widespread flint scatters.  

 

The project itself was initiated by the Parish Council 

to investigate an area proposed for the extension of 

the graveyard of St Thomas a Beckett across from 

Dark Lane.  Initial pits and ditches indicated the 

possibility of both pottery and worked flint shards 

from the middle Neolithic Period which together are 

unusual for Devon and so a full investigation was 

sought before an extension of the graveyard.  

Heritage Lottery funds were subsequently accessed 

to facilitate a community archaeological project in a 

larger area of 20 hectares.  So, with help from the 

Primary School, a geophysical survey using a 

magnetometer, historical documents such as tithe 

maps and an open day with more than 350 people 

attending, the stage was set for more than 40 

volunteers to dig two areas of interest in the last two 

weeks of September 2019! 

 

Area 1 

This was the area originally identified for the 

graveyard extension and had previously already 

indicated 345 pieces of flint scatter alone. The 

archaeologists identified a ditch with a gentle profile 

which although truncated by ploughing was 

identifiable and also cut through a number of pit 

features which contained significant finds. There 

were 118 fragments of pottery, 58 from the topsoil 

and others from within the pits. This included 

fragments of a decorated rim shard and Peterborough 

Ware (Mid Neolithic) as well as charred hazelnut 

shell fragments typical of Neolithic sites.  Two radio 

carbon dates ranged the finds between 3352 to 2945 

BCE, firmly dating these into the Middle Neolithic.  

A decorated shard was particularly significant and 

very rare in Devon, made of Gabbroic clay sourced 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com


Focus on Thorverton  23   Vol 51 No11 December 2020 

 

 

from The Lizard.  It is unusual to find pottery from 

non local clay! 

 

The ditch feature could possibly have been extended 

further than the dig area and may have been 

associated with a Middle Neolithic cursus type 

enclosure with a possible bank on the West (internal 

side) of the area. 

 

Area 2 

This was an area picked from the geophysical survey 

indicating a section of a ditch and gulley feature as 

well as pits and post hole pits.  The diameter of the 

completed round ditch was extrapolated to be some 

30m and was approximately 1.5m wide by half a 

metre deep. There were also impressions of post 

holes indicating a wooden palisade.  Four further post 

holes made another smaller ring of 10m diameter 

within the ditch and still included post packing stones 

indicating two consecutive structures within the 

enclosed area of the ditch.  38 shards were found in 

this area, 35 of which were Middle Neolithic, 

however, paleo-environmental samples also indicated 

evidence of Spelt Wheat and there is no evidence of 

this before the Bronze Age.  Radio carbon dating also 

fitted dates to the Late Bronze Age so it was felt that 

we had a timeline of habitation and usage for an 

Early Bronze Age/Beaker settlement into a later 

Bronze Age ringwork. Comparative structures in the 

SE indicate a central roundhouse, often with a 

wooden palisade and enclosed by a circular ditch.  

Although these have sometimes been confused with 

henge monuments from the Neolithic, all the 

evidence here is for two successive domestic 

roundhouse structures within the Bronze Age but 

located close to previous Neolithic activity. A 

reconstruction of the Hill Barton, Exeter structure by 

Mark Gridley shows what this could have looked 

like.  

 

The talk concluded by reaffirming how good these 

results were and the DAS roundly thanked for their 

contribution. 

 

Ann Marshall 

 

Advertise in colour 
 

Some advertisers may have noticed that we have 

started placing advertisements on the middle pages, 

in colour. If others are interested in advertising in 

colour in this way, please contact the editor (Neville 

Lane/John Slater) or our advertisements secretary 

(Maggie Dunlop), whose details are on the inside of 

the front cover. We charge twice the rate that we 

charge for a black and white advert, but do believe 

that this represents exceptional value. 

  

John Coles  1930-2020 
 

In writing this obituary of John, I will concentrate on 

his career as an archaeologist. When we got married 

in 1985, he left Cambridge to come and live in 

Devon, in a house on the boundary between the 

parishes of Thorverton and Cadbury. In doing so, he 

was within easy reach of the Somerset Levels where 

he had carried out much of his archaeological 

research, and also within reach of the north Somerset 

coast where his grandfather had lived before 

emigrating to Canada in the late 19th century. 

 

John was born and grew up in Woodstock, Ontario, 

with summers spent at the family cottage on the 

shores of Lake Huron – this was perhaps where his 

love of woodlands and open spaces began. As a 

teenager he played basketball and later tennis, 

winning a range of trophies in both sports, and it 

seems likely that the academic side of school and 

university came second in his priorities at this stage 

of his life. On graduation, he first worked in his 

father’s business, and then took a very different path, 

moving to Britain in 1955 to study for a diploma in 

archaeology at Cambridge. This turned out to be a 

subject he loved and excelled in from the outset.  

In 1957, diploma completed, he moved to Edinburgh, 

partly due to tennis for he and a fellow Cambridge 

student had played doubles in Scotland that summer. 

Being close by, John called in at the Archaeology 

Department of Edinburgh University where he met 

Stuart Piggott who accepted him as a research 

student, and he started work on his PhD that autumn. 

It was completed in two years, and followed by a 

Carnegie Scholarship for further research in 

Scotland. Then, in the late summer of 1960, he was 

offered and accepted a post as an Assistant Lecturer 

in Cambridge. 

 

For the next 25 years, Cambridge was his base, for 

teaching, for fieldwork, and for developing a wide 

network of archaeologists with research interests 

similar to his own, many of whom became life-long 

friends. All of this was done without benefit of 

internet and email. Later in life, he admitted that 

emails were sometimes useful, but for him never as 

good as a proper letter or card.  

 

John was a pioneer in several areas of archaeology. 

He made replicas of ancient objects and tried them 

out to see what they might have been used for, maybe 

comparing stone and bronze axe blades to see which 

was best for tree-felling, or making rawhide and 

metal shields to see how they fended off a sword 

attack (rawhide was best). By the time he left 

Cambridge, this area of research had a name, 

Experimental Archaeology.  
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He carried out field surveys and excavation in 

wetland areas, especially in the Somerset Levels, 

inventing a whole range of equipment for working in 

wet peat as opposed to archaeology’s ‘normal’ dry 

sites, and he persuaded Heritage bodies in England, 

Scotland, Wales and Ireland to fund surveys in other 

wetland areas. This area of research also acquired a 

name, Wetland Archaeology, and an international 

research group, the Wetland Archaeology Research 

Project, commonly known as WARP.  

 

A third area of his research focused on the prehistoric 

rock carvings of Scandinavia, which involved much 

fieldwork , sometimes in quite remote places where 

he was as likely to startle an elk as another human 

being. He continued this research long after leaving 

Cambridge, and in Sweden in particular his 

meticulous recording of the carvings stimulated 

others to do the same and to seek legal protection for 

the sites. 

 

His research and publications brought him a number 

of awards including the Prehistoric Society Europa 

Prize, the Gold Medal of the Society of Antiquaries 

of London, the European Archaeological Heritage 

Prize, and an Honorary Doctorate from Uppsala 

University. 

 

One day, to our surprise, the archaeology turned up 

on our own doorstep. As John wrote for Cadbury 

Compass: 

‘ In 1988 we began to clear a patch of ground beside 

our house, in readiness for a new greenhouse. The 

first spadefuls of earth brought up a lump of stone, 

covered by clayey mud. Nonetheless, the shape of the 

thing was a familiar one to me. Bryony and I are both 

archaeologists, and I spent many years at University 

lecturing about the Palaeolithic (Old Stone Age) to 

students, and part of the story of such ancient times 

concerns stone tools known as handaxes. What we 

had found in our garden was just such an object, a 

handaxe of a type that belongs to a very remote 

period, probably some 400,000 years ago.’ (The 

handaxe in now in the RAMM Exeter, though not 

currently on display.) 

 

John was teacher and mentor for numerous students 

and archaeologists early in their careers. The many 

messages they sent following his death reveal 

something of a common appreciation of his qualities, 

and I will end with a few of their words:   

‘He did the lion’s share of the lecturing ....working 

really hard, John created highly informative lectures 

which helped us tremendously.’ 

 ‘John saved me as a new Cambridge undergraduate. 

Only his lectures made any sense, and were also up-

to-date.’ 

‘He was such a pillar of the discipline, one of the 

good guys of all time.’ 

‘As well as being a great archaeologist and an 

excellent teacher and mentor, John was simply a 

lovely man.’ 

 

 

 
John paddling a dugout canoe, similar to late prehistoric ones found in the Somerset Levels 

 

 

 

Bryony Coles 
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Legal Eagle 
Whilst visiting her daughter in Cheltenham, a lady 

from Fishguard, West Wales purchased an Eaziglide 

pan for £65 from the Cheltenham branch of John 

Lewis. The pan was (and indeed, continues to be at 

the time of writing), described as “Suitable for all 

cookers including induction.”  On attempting to use 

the pan on her Aga the customer found that the pan 

failed to heat up and subsequently discovered that 

despite the description, Eaziglide pans are only 

suitable for use on cookers where the heat is 

controllable. 

 

The customer contacted John Lewis customer 

services (past experience leads me to believe that the 

term “customer services” is one of life’s great 

misnomers) and was advised that as the pan had been 

used there was nothing they could do about it, despite 

the customer pointing out that she had to use it in 

order to discover that it did not live up to the 

description of “Suitable for all cookers…”. Clearly 

the person from customer services offering the advice 

was unfamiliar with the law on such matters. 

In the case of consumer sales, the law is to be found 

in the Consumer Rights Act 2015 (CRA). Of 

particular importance in relation to our Eaziglide pan 

are the provisions of ss 9 and 10. S9 implies into the 

contract of sale a term that where the trader sells 

goods in the course of a business the goods must 

meet a minimum standard of satisfactory quality. It is 

further provided, that goods will be of satisfactory 

quality if “they meet the standard that a reasonable 

person would consider satisfactory considering the 

description, and price, or any other relevant 

circumstances.” The term ‘relevant circumstances’  

includes public statements made by the trader, 

producer or their representative about the 

characteristics of the goods, except, where the trader 

could not have reasonably been aware of them when 

the contract was made; or where the statements had 

been publicly withdrawn, or any incorrect statements 

had been publicly corrected; neither of which apply 

in the present circumstances. 

 

S10 implies a term that where the trader sells goods 

in the course of a business, and the consumer makes 

known a use for the goods, either expressly or by 

implication, that the goods are reasonably fit for that 

purpose, whether or not that is a purpose for which 

goods of that kind are commonly supplied. 

 

If we apply ss 9 and 10 to the Eaziglide pan, we have 

the claim that it is “Suitable for all cookers…” and it 

proved not to  be; in consequence the pan would not 

be regarded as being of “satisfactory quality” so a 

breach of the term implied by s9. Whilst when 

buying the pan it is very unlikely that the consumer 

made known, expressly, the purposes for which she 

intended to use the pan, the purchasing of a pan 

implies that it is to be used for cooking and it proved 

not to be suitable when used on an Aga. Clearly a 

breach of the term implied by s10. 

 

So, the advice from the John Lewis customer services 

team when contacted about the problem that, “there 

was nothing they could do about it” demonstrated a 

worrying lack of understanding as to the legal 

position and one which, I fear is not confined to the 

team at John Lewis.  

 

S19 of the CRA provides a selection of remedies 

where an implied term is breached: 

 a “short-term” right to reject within 30 days 

of ownership ( s20 and s22); 

 a right to repair or replacement of the goods 

within a reasonable time (s23); and 

 a right to a price reduction, or final rejection 

of the goods (s20 and s24). 

So, despite the assertion of the customer services 

department at John Lewis that, “…there was nothing 

they could do about it”, and provided that the 

customer sought to exercise her right to reject within 

30days of ownership, the customer had the right to 

reject the pan and recover the £65 paid. Had the 

customer complained after 30 days of ownership then 

the remedies under the CRA provide a less attractive 

option. In that event, the best course would have been 

either to claim that the statement regarding suitability 

became an express term of the contract which had 

been breached entitling the customer to treat the 

contract as at an end and claim damages or to claim 

that the contract was entered into as a consequence of 

a negligent misrepresentation, which would have 

entitled the customer to damages under s2(1) 

Misrepresentation Act 1967. 
 

In the event the customer decided to contact Jill 

Insley at The Sunday Times (Question of Money); 

Ms Insley contacted John Lewis who, within two 

hours said it would refund the £65 and that the 

customer could keep the pan. Which, of course, 

raises the question why it was necessary to put the 

customer to considerable inconvenience when the 

matter could have been resolved at a much earlier 

stage. I have often felt that many, not all, but many, 

customer services departments should be renamed 

‘Customer (we are here to make your life more 

difficult/inconvenient) Departments’. 

 

As Christmas approaches it is important to remember 

that the rights under the CRA are available to the 

purchaser of the goods against the retailer or 

manufacturer if bought directly from the 

manufacturer; the rights are not available to someone 
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to whom the ownership in the goods is subsequently 

transferred. 

 

With every good wish for Christmas and the New 

Year. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

The Joy of Dogs 
 

Once upon a time, about 40,000 years ago, dogs and 

wolves split from their common, now extinct, 

ancestor, a type of proto-wolf. Then around 16,000 

yrs ago, dogs and humans started following an almost 

convergent evolution. Hunting, shepherd and guard 

dogs. Through the following millennia dogs and 

wolves have interbred so that the current sub-species 

of dog (canis lupus familiaris) has a rather checkered 

DNA. Both our dogs and the current wild wolves 

(plus coyotes, foxes and jackals) are members of the 

same canid species.   

 

Alternatively, an alien race (from a galaxy far, far 

away), with a very long timeline, has seeded the 

Earth with dog DNA and the dogs have managed to 

arrange to be fed (2wice a day), entertained, taken 

for walks and on holiday, have their poo collected 

and binned, and have their health plan organised; a 

totally satisfactory arrangement. An appealing look 

and the wag of their tail is the reward for their 

chosen servants (homo sapiens). Dogs are in charge. 

 

There are more than 9 million dogs in the UK, so that 

about 40% of UK households own a dog. This is a 

mutually beneficial arrangement, giving pleasure in 

both directions. Those of 

us who have shared a 

home with a dog know 

full-well the delights 

involved; shared 

exploration of the 

countryside, games with a 

ball, chasing around with 

other dogs, and the quiet 

companionship in front of 

a winter fire. 

 

Dogs have two almost 

separate lives. The home-

life where they pretend to 

behave like humans and 

the dog-life out in the 

street and fields. Ignoring 

their human on the end the 

lead, they pause at the 

street corner to pick up 

weemails and decide 

whether to just leave a short greeting or a longer 

weemail containing much more information. Dog 

breeds differ in their outdoor habits. Our dog, 

Xanthe, with a hunting background, will watch a 

patch of grass for minutes on end before eventually 

deciding to pounce...but find nothing. She doesn't 

particularly like water and will run back to the beach 

with a small wave chasing her. Our previous dog, 

Sunny the labrador, loved the water and enjoyed 

fetching a floating ball from the far side of the river, 

and then taking delight in shaking himself dry...over 

us. 

 

Their relationship with other dogs is always 

fascinating. You see them deciding whether to run 

and play, then chase each other round the field, or 

sniff each other rather carefully, perhaps with hackles 

raised. Sometimes they form a very close friendship 

with another dog and allow them extreme liberties. 

When Elkie, another labrador, used to visit us for a 

sleep-over, she would see Sunny sleeping on the 

armchair, then climb on top of him, flopping down 

with her head on top of his. He didn't complain. Dogs 

with a job can be very keen and helpful; even if just 

acting as a guard dog and letting you know the 

arrival of the postman. We do not need a doorbell. 

 

Considering they are all the same species, it's 

amazing the number (several hundered) of different 

breeds - from smallest, terriers and chihuahuas to the 

huge, mountain dogs and the web-footed 

Newfoundlands. If you are choosing a breed to share 

your house (and run your life) then take care, as there 

are so many things to consider, some of which, like 

coat-clipping and inherent diseases, lead to an 

expensive acquisition. The short-coated varieties are 
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self-cleaning and rarely need a bath. Poodles and the 

fashionable labradoodles need a haircut 4 times a 

year. Greyhounds, surprisingly, make excellent, 

gentle house pets and spend a lot of time sleeping, 

with only occasional short, fast bursts of exercise. 

 

There is no doubt that dogs bring a great deal of 

pleasure, and also it has been proved that dog owners 

are healthier and live longer...a win-win situation. 

Woof Woof. 

John Spivey 

 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
November has been rather quiet at the tennis club for 

obvious reasons. When the second lockdown was 

announced we were initially optimistic that singles 

tennis would be exempt as there is no close contact, 

but it was not to be, and the courts were locked on 5
th
 

November for the second time this year.  Hopefully 

however by the time you are reading this we will all 

be out of lockdown again and able to resume at least 

some of our normal activities in this most 

extraordinary of years. For anyone thinking about 

taking up tennis or  wishing to find out more about 

the club please go to our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk, or contact our 

membership secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259. 

In the meantime we hope everyone is coping with 

these difficult times.  We wish all readers a Happy 

Christmas, in whatever form it takes, and optimism 

for a better 2021.  

 

I would also like to thank Neville for his editorship 

of Focus, and to wish his successor John all the best. 

You have done a great job Neville, and you know 

that if you are ever bored there is another committee 

who would welcome your input! 

 
 

Sally Baldwin 

 

 

Santas on the Run 
 

Children’s Hospice South West’s (CHSW) annual 

Santas on the Run event is back but not as you know 

it! Taking place over the weekend of the 11-13 

December, supporters will be able to choose their 

own distance, route and festive fancy dress. 

 

The festive fundraiser usually takes place at Great 

Torrington’s RHS Garden Rosemoor each year but 

the local children’s charity has taken the decision to 

hold it virtually this Christmas due to the pandemic. 

It’s free to register and anyone who manages to raise 

more than £15 will receive a special Santas on the 

Run medal.  

 

 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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The Sky at Night 
December sky: 13/14 Dec, Geminid meteors, 

150/hour,  bright and slow; for good imaging, take 

25second exposures with ISO 10000. 

December 16/17, look out for the crescent Moon 

converging near Jupiter and Saturn in the South 

West. 

Dec29 Full, Cold Moon! 

 

Satellites. The International Space Station (ISS) & 

What’s it like to be an astronaut? Besides the Moon, 

the ISS is the brightest object streaking across the 

night sky. What is it? 

On 15 November SpaceX’s first commercial mission 

delivered four astronauts to the ISS but not like you 

would go to the shops. A hasty, game of 18000mph 

catch up, both craft orbiting the Earth once every 

hour. It took 27 hours from take-off within the launch 

‘window’ until extra-careful, successful docking 

procedure. Once effective docking had been checked, 

the doors could be opened and that little portion of 

fresh air began to mix with the 22 year old 

atmosphere inside the Space Station. Completed in 

1998, but continually extended ever since, this is a 

multi-national laboratory for people with a 

disturbingly good head for heights. Controlled on 

board, by anywhere between 2 and 13 occupants and 

with assistance from Houston or Moscow, it has been 

manned by people from around twenty nations. A 

real example of authentic collaboration between 

nations. 

 

Space Dream. Imagine yourself and two or three 

others putting on some heavy costumes and jumping 

into the lift at the top floor of a skyscraper. The lift is 

made considerably heavier by attachment to an 

oversized bomb. The door closes and then the lift 

fails....it begins to fall, accelerating all the while. 

After 2 seconds it travels at 20 metres/second and 

after 10 seconds at 100 metres/second. A long time 

later it has stopped accelerating and has reached 

18000 mph! This is similar to what astronauts 

experience each time they leave Earth to join the ISS. 

Except they do it upwards, in around 10 minutes, 

their involuntary bodies pressed firmly into their 

personalised seat backs, and their eyes into each eye 

socket, for what must seem like an age. They just 

focus on breathing. 

 

Arriving. Interestingly, recent supply craft have been 

Russian Soyuz as the Space Shuttle programme came 

to its unedifying halt. In turn, the Soyuz trips will 

give way to the American SpaceX and a Boeing 

equivalent (next June, Virgin May follow). 

Meanwhile, in case of emergency, rapid exit back to 

Earth is available via the two Soyuz capsule craft 

currently hitched up. Not your standard hotel, the 

normal stay is 6 months but for some has ended up at 

double that. The whole project is becoming 

necessarily more commercial. Plans continue to help 

with the manned servicing of telescopes and two 

thousand experiments from living in micro-gravity, 

through external maintenance robots to internal print-

production of human organs (you know, just in case 

you’re on your way to Mars and need a spare 

kidney). 

 

Some facts. It is the size and weight of a Boeing 747 

airliner, took about fifty trips to build and, like all 

things at high altitude(250miles), it will be much 

simpler to ‘bring down’ (that’s called de-orbiting, 

with messy, unburned parts of it landing on the 

ground or the sea-NASA has already been charged 

$400 for littering). Each of its modules was brought 

up on rockets or by Space Shuttle. Travelling at 

ground level, even at this size, would get you to 

Exeter in 2 seconds! The 16 main solar panels are so 

large, their reflection of sunlight is easy to see from 

the ground, even during the day if they’re observed 

from the right angle. 

 

Living. The task of just getting up, doing some 

interesting jobs, then going to sleep takes a lot of 

practice, effort and familiarisation. The strain of 

gravity on bones, joints and muscles is released, so 

the body begins to relax. Without stringent exercise, 

the spine and legs become weak as muscles atrophy 

and bones shed their calcium. Fluids that used to be 

drawn down by gravity now have free rein to enter 

the head, causing a fat-faced effect with associated 

headaches. Nausea (space sickness is strangely the 

opposite of travel sickness), at least at the beginning, 

must be dealt with along with the more subtle needs 

of careful hygiene. The heart loses mass and fitness 

is lost. In reality, half a dozen astronauts at high 

speed and weightless in space, will have the same 

sensations as floating in a falling lift. Have you ever 

jumped off a cliff or a diving board? Well, that heart-

in-your-mouth feeling is more likely your stomach 

rising quickly against your diaphragm: 

uncomfortable, but not painful. Every day’s a bad 

hair day and up is down and down is up!  Good food 

clearly  helps and these days it is a party-mix of pre-

booked, flavourful, freeze dried favourites! Space 

walks are incredibly dangerous, these are good 

practice for future manned activity on the Moon or 

Mars. 

 

Hygiene. No normal toilets, so the clothing becomes 

a personal bathroom for men and women. Even soaps 

and shampooing are different. Water is not necessary 

so it must be strange towelling-down afterwards! A 

tiny, noisy shower cubicle experience is accompanied 

by a sort of vacuum cleaner.  
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Water. Probably better left to the imagination. 

Suffice to say, no water is lost from the station. 

Along with oxygen, it is the most prized resource. 

 

Waste. Like a metaphor for our vulnerable, polluted 

Earth, all liquid and solid wastes of all descriptions 

have to be dealt with by being sealed in suitable bags. 

They are often dumped on the journey home, left to 

burn up in the atmosphere. Jettisoning from the ISS 

is not a remote possibility; the idea of high-velocity 

sickbags, or worse, hitting unsuspecting space 

venturers in- or outside their space vehicle would be 

catastrophic. As it is, there’s such a large, wide 

variety of space junk out there, from dead satellites to 

bits of rocket, flecks of paint and the odd, mislaid 

torque wrench. Some travel one way, others travel 

the opposite way, with a closing speed of 10 miles a 

second. Luckily, ground-based radar can track the 

larger pieces, but with increasing numbers of these 

objects it’s hard to see that they won’t eventually 

block out space travel completely some time in the 

future. 

 

Lift-off: in rockets, propellant is needed to be forced 

through into the combustion chamber of each of the 

five Saturn V F1 rocket nozzles. 

Two swimming pools of fuel and liquid oxygen have 

to be squeezed through the tiny holes of the injection 

manifold in the first 160 seconds. 

 

Docking. These days it’s an an automatic process. 

Frankly it needs to be. This is not akin to screwing on 

a jam jar lid. It’s more like the complicated, careful 

mating manoeuvre of the Praying Mantis: any false 

moves and it’s mission over.  

The procedure is a guided slow-speed clutch 

followed by locking of latches which can be 

explosively removed if necessary. The criticality of 

this process cannot be overstated. There is no room 

for any failure, with bottom-line outcomes such as 

total depressurisation of the ISS or mangling of the 

docking port putting it permanently out of action. 

 

Returning home. SpaceX and Soyuz capsules 

basically fall at ever-decreasing high speed, breaking 

the sound barrier the wrong way. The ever-

thickening air prevents the capsule falling to the 

ground in three minutes. Nevertheless, hazards 

abound. Like some satanic joker, the oxygen of the 

air forensically scours the nose and leading surfaces 

(such as the wings of ill-fated Space shuttle 

missions), like a blow torch, looking for gaps or 

crevices to exploit, expand and ultimately burn 

through. This is evidenced by the steaming hot, 

charred surfaces evidenced when the capsules and 

their dithering, dazed, wilted human sardines are 

‘rescued’.  

 

In his book ‘Endurance’, iconic astronaut Scott Kelly 

relates his opportunity to be the subject of a unique 

study with his astronaut twin (pity their mother) 

staying at home. All their body functions were 

compared before and after his eleven months in 

space. Most changes were short term, involving 

muscle and fitness (heart muscle) and were fully 

recovered after 6 months. His eyesight did, however, 

show minor degradation. Significantly, this 

experience has not stopped NASA planning for 3yr 

long Mars missions! 

 

Since the mid-19 century, the ISS started life in 

scientist’s dreams as the precursor stations Salyut1 

and Skylab, with Russia’s Mir station setting a safe 

standard for 15 years of operations in steady orbit 

from 1986. Earlier plans would have seen a 2001 

Space Odyssey-style circular tube spinning just fast 

enough to mimic Earthly gravity. That wasn’t to be. 

Neither will the ISS last much longer. Its research 

continues to yield results of incalculable value. As 

space flight becomes cheaper, who knows what 

they’ll build next. One proposal is a Space Lift! 

 

 
 

Peter Hargood 
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The Garden in December and 
January 20/21 
 
Dear fellow gardeners, I thought I would have a 

gardening ramble today. This is where the winter 

woollies, waterproof trousers and waterproof boots 

come in handy. I nearly said wellies but with wellies 

comes a word of warning if you are digging and 

especially using a garden fork. Years ago I actually 

skewered my wellington boot with a fork which 

fortunately went between my toes. On becoming a 

professional gardener I understood why one was 

required to wear steel capped boots for safety.  

 

I think about gardeners in a group with musicians and 

artists. Not often placed together I admit but all three 

groups have a bond. They contain inspirational 

people not earning their living by their talents. 

Gardening is a most humbling occupation and ones 

failures often cannot be hidden. For this reason it is 

different from art and music. The badly sketched 

picture can be thrown away. The poorly constructed 

song never sung but for the gardener our efforts are 

usually on view and take time to correct. One cannot 

turn away from a garden or it becomes a bed of 

weeds or looks very neglected. 

 

With this in mind, keep nibbling at the tidying when 

the weather permits. This way of gardening I find 

very satisfying. I don’t cut back everything at once. I 

have learnt to be patient and let plants die back in 

their own time. I tidy up gradually now. If something 

looks attractive, I leave it until it droops or looks 

messy. In the past a garden was blitzed to get it ready 

for the next season. It can be done piece meal and 

this leaves interest for winter, habitat for insects and 

less stress on the gardener! 

 

How about that, Neville? A chance to peruse your 

seed catalogue and eat one of Jane’s delicious mince 

pies (and they are delicious too! – Ed). However, 

don’t get too comfortable there are jobs to be done 

and if we wait for the next Focus, some of these jobs 

could have been done in January. 

 

Every job completed in winter is weather dependent. 

I cannot stress this enough. Always keep a weather 

eye for the following few days after any pruning. Do 

not prune in rain or frosty conditions as this makes 

the pruning cuts difficult to heal to prevent disease 

entering. There should be no need to paint over the 

pruning cuts so long as you heed the weather. 

 

In late December/January, fruit trees and bushes are 

pruned for their shape, size and creating space in the 

centre. Remember the three D’s i.e. Dead, Damaged 

and Diseased. Please note that no single-stoned fruit, 

i.e. cherries, apricots, all plums and related species, 

should be pruned now. If pruned in cold weather, 

these fruits can get silver leaf, a very destructive 

disease. 

 

I always read up about the pruning of each individual 

fruit before starting, as a year is a long time since last 

doing this job. I also go and walk around the plants to 

be pruned and consider how much I am going to 

prune. I might do this several times and make sure 

you walk all round the plant. You want a balanced 

plant in the end. If in doubt, ask for advice. 

 

Roses can be pruned now but it is best only to prune 

against wind rock and complete pruning late winter, 

early spring. This guards against severe weather 

damaging the top buds. Clear the base of the plants of 

detritus and firm in the roots if necessary. Mulch 

around the base and manure in the spring. Buddleias 

can be treated in the same way. In the spring take 

them back to a strong framework. 

 

January is the time for starting broad beans and sweet 

peas in pots. I use 9 cms pots, one seed for the broad 

beans twice their depth and four seeds per pot for 

sweet peas just 2 cms down. I start them inside, then 

quickly move to a cold greenhouse and put them on 

trays on top of tall overturned flowerpots. This 

prevents mice climbing up and eating them. Cover 

with fleece if very cold and only water if drying out. 

Well, Neville, that should keep you busy over New 

Year and you have also kindly offered to judge our 

gardening competition.  

 

So, here it is. The challenge this year is to invent 

new words using Christmas fruit and vegetables 

to our traditional Christmas song of the 12 days of 

Christmas. 

 

The first line goes:   On the first day of Christmas 

my true love sent to me a parsnip in a pear tree. 

Can you come up with the next eleven days? 

 

Make sure the words scan well and use adjectives to 

help with this. Neville will need to sing them through 

to make his decision. Sorry Jane!! 

 

Bottle of wine for the winner, to be published in the 

February edition. Entries sent to Focus, or myself. 

You have of course until the 12
th
 day of Christmas 

i.e. 6
th
 January to complete your song. Good luck. 

So, happy gardening to you all and a warm and 

blessed Christmas and New Year. 

 
Lorraine Colebrook 
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Pictures of the two snails at rest 

20/04/2020 and snail feeding 09/11/2020 

– Jenny Garne 

Nature Notes 
A to Z  Snail  
It is time to move on in my A to Z so this time I am 

writing about a species of snail. Have you ever 

noticed a tiny land snail with a conical shell? Over 

the years I have come across them in our garden. I 

found a pair on the trunk of an apple tree on 20
th
 

April and this November, three crawling on the wall 

of our old outside toilet building. These snails are but 

a centimetre long and brown to grey in colour with 

noticeable grooves or growth lines. They are called 

two toothed door snails Clausilia bidentata (total 

coincidence part of name is President Elect of USA!) 

and are a common species but probably overlooked 

because they are so small. In Latin, bidentatus means 

with two teeth. The snails appear from their resting 

place in damp weather and at night to feed on algae 

and lichen and this is what the three were doing on 

the side of the building. 

 

 

 

 

Last Word 

There is the possibility of snowfall on Christmas 

Day. I don’t understand the reasoning behind it but it 

is to do with a tousle between a warmth trine of 

constellations and Mars and Venus in a watery 

constellation. Who will win?  

 

When you are in your garden or out and about for a 

walk, take a closer look at what is around you. Some 

hedgerow flowers will still be blooming and 

attracting a few hardy insects. You never know what 

will turn up. Have a very happy Christmas. 

Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

Devon’s Carbon Plan 
The consultation of the Interim Devon Carbon Plan 

will be going live on the 7
th
 of December. Residents 

will have the chance to shape the county’s roadmap 

to creating a net-zero Devon, where people and 

nature thrive.  

 

The consultation, which runs for 10 weeks, allows 

the public to offer their feedback on the plan. This is 

the chance for residents to have their say on Devon’s 

collective response to the global climate emergency 

and help create a fairer, healthier and stronger 

Devon. This is the pivotal next step towards 

producing the Final Devon Carbon Plan, which will 

follow the Citizens’ Assembly. 

 

The Devon Climate Emergency (DCE) partnership 

wants to hear your views on the key actions in the 

plan that are deemed necessary to create a thriving 

net-zero Devon. The topics range from active travel, 

renewable energy, and improved air quality to better 

insulation and warmer homes, reduced fuel poverty 

and eating more balanced diets. 

 

From December 7
th
, have your say at 

www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonp

lan or request a paper copy and consultation 

questionnaire from your local library from January 

1st.  

 

 

 

TARTS news 
 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 
We are sorry to report that TARTS walks are 

currently suspended, pending a decision on when 

walking groups may resume planned walking 

activities. 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan
http://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan
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Puzzles 
 

I was pleased to receive some completed puzzles 

from November’s edition. Congratulations to Graeme 

Culshaw, Ian Stoyle, Maggie Dunlop and Sheena 

Hunter-Hedges. Sheena particularly impressed me 

with the news that she and Simon managed to find 

the palindromic square number with an even number 

of digits while having their coffee! The number was 

686, which when squared gives the palindromic 

number of 698896. They also found 798644, which 

when squared gives 637832238736 and an even 

longer number which I will not give here. 

 

The answer to the dash it All problem was that Sally 

wins again. In the first race she ran 100 yards in the 

time it took Mike to run 90. Therefore, in the second 

race after Mike has gone 90 yards, Sally will have 

gone 100, so she will be alongside him (as he started 

the second race 10 yards ahead). Both will have 10 

yards to go and as Sally is the faster runner she will 

finish before Mike. 

 

 

Mixing the Wine 

 

A glass is one-third full of wine, and another glass, 

with equal capacity, is one-quarter full of water. Each 

is filled with water and their contents mixed in a jug. 

Half of the mixture is poured into one of the glasses. 

What proportion of this is water and what part wine? 

 

 

Su Doku 

 

Here is another Su Doku puzzle (each horizontal and 

vertical line must contain each of the numbers from 

one to nine): 

 

 

 

Set Square 

 

Each of the digits from 1 to 9 must be used in this 

grid, only once each. Can you work out their 

positions so that each of the sums works? The sums 

go left to right and top to bottom: 

 

  

x 

  

+ 

 

 

 

= 20 

 

x 

  

x 

  

+ 

 

 

 

9 

 

x 

  

- 

 

1 

 

= 26 

 

- 
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÷ 

 

  

x 

  

x 

 

 

 

= 

210 

 

= 11 

 

 

 

= 18 

  

= 1 

 

 

ABC Logic 

 

Here’s one you may not have tried before. Place the 

letters A, B and C once in each row and column. 

Each row and column has just two blank cells. The 

letters at the edge of a row/column indicate which of 

the letters is the first/last to appear in that 

row/column: 

 

 A  C  C  
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Adverts 

 

  

Get your business 

known in Thorverton. 

 

Advertise here for just 

£4 per month for a ¼ 

page in black and 

white or in colour on 

the middle pages for 

just £8 per month. 
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Iain Clarke  

Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 

Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 

Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 

Planting 

Garden Maintenance 

Advice 

30 + Years in Horticulture 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open currently Thurs-Sun inc 

lunchtimes and evenings and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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PERSONAL TRAINING & MENTAL 

HEALTH FITNESS 

 
Mental health nurse & award winning personal 

trainer offering a holistic approach to personal 

training at Sole2Soul's fully equipped gym 

studio in Netherexe.  

sole2soulfitness@gmail.com  

 

www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk  

Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
 

 

 

mailto:sole2soulfitness@gmail.com
http://www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk/
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M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 
 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

Also now offering all aspects of tree surgery

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Get your business 

known in Thorverton. 

 

Advertise here for just 

£4 per month for a ¼ 

page in black and 

white or in colour on 

the middle pages for 

just £8 per month. 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector      Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 
 

Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)  Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk             Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU.   
Phone: 01392 861228. 

 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
       Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30 for newspapers only. 
Business Manager:     Jan Hamilton  07764461575. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MOST  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 
 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
 

Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 

Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 
 

Focus Magazine        Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450. 
 Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 

 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 

 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

December 7
th
 and 21

st
       December 14

th
 and 30

th
 (Wednesday) 

January 6
th
 (Wednesday) and 18

th
    January 12

th
 (Tuesday) and 25

th
 

February 1
st
 and 15

th
      February 8

th
 and 22

nd
 

 

Mobile Library 
Thursdays every 4 weeks in the Quarry Car Park from 15.45 to 16.30.  December 10

th
, January 21

st
, February 18

th
, 

March 18
th
, April 15

th
, May 13

th
, June 10

th
, July 8

th
, August 5

th
, September 2

nd
 and 30

th
, October 28

th
 and November 

25
th
. (while restrictions are in force please contact beforehand: Tiverton Library on 01884 244644 or 

tiverton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk.) 
 

Union Flag Flying days in December and January 
None 
 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
The majority of bus services resumed from 14th June, as below. The temporary pre-9.30 free travel concession for 

National Bus Pass-holders was withdrawn to help ensure capacity for workers during peak hours. 
 

Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/


Focus on Thorverton  62   Vol 51 No11 December 2020 

 

 

 
Three handsome bulls at Lynch Farm.  2 years 4 months old, they are called Orinoco, Oswald and Orpheus and 

were bred at Chapel farm.        Photo by Alison Marshall 

 

 

 
By John Spivey 


