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Editorial 
 

Hello all,  

  

Well, here I am, the new Editor of ‘Focus on 

Thorverton’.  

  

I’m not quite sure how I got this role, as when I was 

initially asked if I was interested, I said I’m not the 

right person for the job, having no previous 

experience and no relevant skills. However, this 

didn’t deter Fiona (sub-editor) and every time I saw 

her, she asked me the same question ‘Have you 

thought anymore about the Editor role?’ She was 

either very persistent or hard of hearing        

 

After a number of other excuses – ‘I’m too busy at 

work, I’ve only just moved to the village, I’ve got 

lots of jobs to do on the house….’ I eventually gave 

in. I think the final decider was when she said that 

the magazine might have to stop unless they find a 

new Editor, so I agreed to help out, which she took to 

mean ‘I’d be delighted to be the new Editor!’   

  

Anyway, that said, I’m happy to take on the role, but 

please be patient with me while I find my feet. 

Talking of feet, I’ve got big shoes to fill following 

Neville’s reign of 15 years as Editor, but I’ll try my 

best! Neville’s agreed to help me out on this month’s 

edition, but after that I’ll be taking my stabilisers off 

and I’ll be on my own!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

During my short spell in Thorverton, I’ve been so 

impressed by how friendly and welcoming everyone 

is, and I can’t wait until we return to some sort of 

normality so I can meet everyone properly. I had a 

little taste of this before we went into our latest 

lockdown with a few visits to the Exeter and the 

Arms. I also joined some of the local T.W.A.T.S 

(Thorverton Wheelers And Tourers) on a Sunday 

cycle ride, but until we’re all allowed to mix again, 

I’ll have to settle with a couple of loops round the 

Millennium field with my Wheaten Terrier, Murphy! 

  

I realise there aren’t many events going on in the 

village at the moment, but I hope you still find this 

month’s edition of Focus interesting, and that it gives 

you a bit of a lift through these dark winter months.   

  

Please feel free to send any articles for next month’s 

edition, or if you have any ideas of how we can 

improve Focus, I’ll be happy to listen.  

   

     John Slater 

     Focus Editor  

 

 

 

In this Focus 

 

Editorial ..................................................................... 1 
Letters ........................................................................ 2 
Funding from Focus................................................... 2 
Thorverton Parish Council ......................................... 3 
Notices ....................................................................... 5 
Church Services and News ........................................ 9 
Parish Letter ............................................................. 10 
The Good Old Days? (No.8) .................................... 11 
Recipe 1 ................................................................... 12 
The Crediton Heart Project ...................................... 12 
Lockdown Quilting .................................................. 13 
Women’s Institute.................................................... 14 
History Society ........................................................ 15 
Football Club ........................................................... 16 
Clearing Snow ......................................................... 18 
The Joy of Islands .................................................... 19 
Nature Notes ............................................................ 21 
National Parish Magazine Awards 2020 ................. 23 
 

 

 

 

Covid-19 Vaccinations ............................................ 23 
Poetry ....................................................................... 24 
Legal Eagle .............................................................. 25 

Positive speculation about the vaccine ……………26 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club ................................. 27 

Adverts ..................................................................... 28 
The Garden in February ........................................... 31 
The Sky at Night ...................................................... 32 
Recipe 2 ................................................................... 33 
Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd.......................... 21 
Scam Alert ............................................................... 21 
Puzzles ..................................................................... 34 
Thorverton School ................................................... 35 
Adverts ..................................................................... 36 
Thorverton Parish Information ................................ 53 
Thorverton Organisations ........................................ 54 
Doctors’ Surgeries ................................................... 55 
Waste Collection Dates............................................ 57 
Mobile Library ......................................................... 57 
Union Flag Flying days in February ........................ 57 
Road works .............................................................. 57 
Bus Services ............................................................ 57 

 



Focus on Thorverton  2   Vol 52 No1 February 2021 
 

 

Letters 
From Mike Baldwin of Jericho Street 

I was somewhat perplexed to read in the December 

Parish Council meeting minutes that Neville Lane 

had been reimbursed £99 for 'Monkey subscription'! 

Was this a subscription to a monkey charity, 

something akin to the donkey sanctuary, or even, 

perhaps, for part-ownership of a monkey?  

 

I noticed that the item in the minutes came after a 

payment for 'Zoom' and on Googling 'Monkey' the 

first item revealed what was obviously the answer - 

'Monkey Web'. This is described as 'the best place to 

talk to cool young strangers in random video chats'. 

Clicking on the site, it says 'Sit back, stay in your 

pyjamas if you wish to, and enjoy the chat.' 

I'm definitely going to try to get online to the next 

Council meeting... 

 

  

 Apology  

 
Our former editor has had the last two months to fret 

over his error in omitting the last two lines of  

Lorraine’s poem printed in Focus. He really should 

have picked up on the clue in the title –  “a sonnet” – 

ie a poem with 14 lines rather than the 12 printed.  

 

Here is the poem in full, with humble apologies to 

Lorraine for printing it incorrectly in December: 

 

Poem…..The Shed…..A cautionary sonnet! 

 

A New Year’s resolution to declutter, 

a few months later flits back in my head. 

But where to store it all? I darkly mutter, 

‘Ah, when it’s done, I’ll store it in the shed.’ 

 

I sort out cupboards that are in a mess 

and feel relieved that I have cleared a shelf. 

It’s very pleasing knowing there’s much less 

and doing wonders for my mental health. 

 

The shed is where one sheds that extra stuff 

and hides it far away from eye and mind. 

I’ll store it there, though I’ve got stuff enough, 

for coming years, it’s saved for me to find. 

 

The space is quickly filling roof to floor  

Oh help! I’m stuck inside, can’t find the door!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have Focus delivered to your door 
 

Yes, you can have Focus delivered to your door each 

month and at a price of just £5 for a year's worth of 

11 fantastic editions. 

 

 We have delivery rounds covering Broadlands, 

Bullen's Close, Cleaves Close, Lynch Close, Lynch 

Road, The Glebe, The Bury/Berry, Dinneford Street, 

Bullen Street, Berrisbridge, Raddon, Latchmore 

Green and Upexe. So, if you live in one of those 

roads/areas please let us know if you would like to be 

added to the delivery round. 

 

 But if you live in another not too far outlying road, 

such as Jericho Street, Silver Street or Court Barton 

Close, do contact us and we will see if we can make 

arrangements for delivery. 

 

Please contact either Fiona Harrison (01392 966861) 

or Neville Lane (01392 861062) or send an email 

to thorvertonfocus@gmail.com 

 

 

Funding from Focus 
 

Do you need some assistance with funding? Focus is 

in the fortunate position of having some money 

available, which the Focus Committee would like to 

make available to help the village.   

 

If you want to apply for funding, please write or 

email the Focus Editor. The Committee will take into 

consideration the benefit to the village (although this 

will not necessarily just be the number of villagers 

likely to be positively affected) and what other 

sources of funding the requester might have. The 

Committee would not normally expect Focus to 

provide all of the funds for a project. Please do not 

incur any expenditure before any decision has been 

made on your application. 

 

The Focus funding committee recently pledged £500 

towards the purchase of a second defibrillator for the 

village. 

 

Thorverton History Society 

Friday 26th February at 7.30 by Zoom 

Peter Maunder - Tiverton Cloth 

Contact Graeme Culshaw (Tel: 01392 860203) 

for Zoom connection details 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Council 
The information in this report has been extracted from the 

meeting minutes of December 2020 and January 2021. 

The full minutes can be found on the Parish Council’s Website  

or on the noticeboard in School Lane. The next meeting will  

take place on Tuesday 9th February 2021 by way of Zoom. 

Clerk:Alison Marshall thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk   

 

Devon County Council Highways: To report a problem to DCC Highways, such as a blocked drain or pothole, 

you can use this on-line link: www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem  

Budget and Precept: Following slight amendment the budget document was approved and the precept figure for 

the financial year 01/04/2021–31/03/2022 was set at £17,912. Full details can be found on the website or within the 

January meeting minutes.   

School Lane/Bullen Street junction: A request for a safety mirror to be fitted at the junction had met with a 

negative response from DCC Highways. Further correspondence has now been submitted with focus on safety 

concerns and asking again for a mirror to be installed, or for alternative solutions to be put forward.    

Blocked dam/village leats: The dam providing water to the village leats that run alongside the pavements is in 

need of substantial repair. The Parish Council is in support of restoring the dam but work cannot commence until 

the spring, when the ground has dried out.   Silver Street footpath project: MDDC is looking into road ownership 

matters along the Silver Street slip road, the route of the proposed new footpath, and an update is awaited.   

Planning:   

I) 20/01890/FULL erection of an agricultural store and retention of access track and vehicle hardstanding at the 

rear of 9, Silver Street, Thorverton.  Comment submitted ‘objection, MDDC is requested to ask the applicant to 

scale down the size of the building to something more appropriate to house the type of garden machinery required 

for the orchard site or, alternatively, to reject the application’. MDDC has since ‘refused’ the application.       

ii) 20/00168/FULL retention of a garden room at Thorverton School, Thorverton. Application supported. MDDC 

has since ‘granted’ the application. 

iii) 20/02000/HOUSE erection of a 3 bay garage following removal of existing garage at Orchard House, 

Thorverton. Comment submitted ‘objection due to the large size of the proposed building, its visibility from the 

road and as the materials suggested do not appear to fit with the character of the surrounding residential buildings’.       

iv) 20/02014/FULL change of use from office to dwelling at Durneford Court, The Bury, Thorverton. No 

comment.    

v) 20/01989/HOUSE erection of single storey side extension linking garage to house, raising of garage roof to 

create room and insertion of dormer in front and enlargement of front porch and first floor extension above at 

Northfields, Jericho Street, Thorverton. No comment.   

vi)20/02053/FULL installation of four antennas within the castellation of the tower on each elevation, a GPS 

antenna behind the parapet and an electrical meter cabinet next to the north elevation at St Thomas of Canterbury 

Church, Thorverton. Comment submitted ‘supported as the works should improve mobile ‘phone reception in the 

area’. 

vii) 20/02083/HOUSE erection of a rear dormer and loft extension at Rydal Cottage, Thorverton. Comment 

submitted ‘objection due to the large size and as the style is not in keeping with the character of the area. 

viii) 20/02072/FULL erection of two dwellings with access and associated works following demolition of 

agricultural buildings at Lodge Farm, Thorverton. Comment submitted ‘neutral, it would set an important precedent 

should MDDC approve this application’. 

Grant Funding: £400 granted to Citizens Advice following a review of the help and support it had given to local 

people over the past year. £100 granted to the Royal British Legion in recognition of the work put in by its 

members during 2020 to keep the Jubilee Green looking so tidy. £200 granted to Devon Mobility due to its 

continued support to Thorverton residents.   

New defibrillator: The required funding for the second machine, to be installed on the external wall of the WI Hut, 

has been raised and it is expected that the machine will be in place by February end. Thanks go to Maggie Dunlop 

for organising the fund raising and to all who have very kindly contributed funds.      

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Snow Plan: A Snow Plan has been adopted and can be found on the website. If you are willing to help grit local 

roads in icy and snowy conditions please contact the Clerk or the Handyman, Neville Matthews, for more 

information.   

New Cemetery: Negotiations to purchase a plot of land off Dark Lane for the proposed new Cemetery have been 

successful. The planning application process has now begun.   

Dark Lane Community Archaeology Dig: The completed project report is available on the Parish Council’s 

website. 

Your Parish Council Members: Cllr Neville Lane (Chairman), Cllr Andrew Foster (Vice Chairman), Cllr Stuart 

Crang, Cllr Sam Fice, Cllr John Hodge, Cllr Adam McKee, Cllr Graham Sims, Cllr Trevor Sanders, Cllr David 

Waldron, Cllr Keeley Wells. Clerk, Alison Marshall. Handyman, Neville Matthews.  

 

Thorverton Parish Council Satisfaction Survey 

 

Thank you to all those who took the time to complete our Satisfaction Survey. This was our second Satisfaction 

Survey and it is the Parish Council’s intention to follow up with a further survey this November. These surveys 

help us understand how we are perceived by parishioners and to review what works well, and what does not work 

so well; from this we hope to put in place an improvement plan.  

Key points: 

• We received 73 responses in November 2020, compared with just 22 for the previous year’s survey. This 

was largely helped by the availability of an online facility this time.  

• The majority of respondents said that they know the names of at least three councillors and know what the 

Parish Council is responsible for.  

• Approachability - The majority of respondents know who to approach and, when they have had contact 

with the Council, have been happy with the results.  

• While the majority of respondents think that the service and information provided by the Council is good 

or very good, more than 45% rated it as only either acceptable or poor.  

 

The results – as percentages - are shown below:  

 
a) Knowing Us  Yes Maybe No 

Do you know the names of three or more parish councillors? 56%  14% 30% 

Do you know what the parish council is responsible for? 49% 39% 12% 

Do you know what any of the council’s priorities are? 15% 29% 56% 

 
b) Approaching Us  Yes Maybe/OK No 

If you wanted to ask the parish council about something would you know who 

to approach? 

75% 12% 12% 

Have you had any contact with the parish council over the last year? 23%  77% 

If you did have contact with the parish council, were you happy that the matter 

was dealt with well? 

65% 12% 24% 

 
c) Assessing Us Very good Good Acceptable Poor 

How would you describe the service that the parish council has 

provided over the past year? 

13% 41% 37% 9% 

How would you describe the quality and quantity of information 

from the parish council? 

14% 39% 33% 14% 

 

Outcomes for further consideration: 

• We would like to engage more with parishioners and want you all to know who we are and, where 

possible, improve communication. The Parish Council has made a start and we will endeavour to improve 

our communication through all forms of media available to us. 

• We will be reviewing our current aims and objectives and will be using the results of the survey to help us. 

• We also intend to look at ways of making the Council more approachable and to enhance any potential 

feedback. 

 

All minutes are available and on display for you to review and comment on. These minutes will let you know the 

latest situation regarding items under consideration. 

 

Once again thanks to all those who took the time to participate in the Satisfaction Survey 

Thorverton Parish Council 
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Notices  
 

 

Focus on Thorverton 

AGM 2021 
 

Wednesday 3rd March, 

7.30pm  
 

by way of Zoom: 
Meeting ID: 889 6324 3450 

Passcode: 201346 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88963243450?p

wd=aVhBdW4rTlJCOFltay90c0JVRUc0Zz09 

 

or contact the Focus team at 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com for a link. 

 

All welcome 
 

Could you help to make this 

magazine better still? 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88963243450?pwd=aVhBdW4rTlJCOFltay90c0JVRUc0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88963243450?pwd=aVhBdW4rTlJCOFltay90c0JVRUc0Zz09
mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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C19 Group Support for People in Thorverton 

 

Would you appreciate some help? 

In December’s Focus we told you about some 

initiatives to help local people during these times of 

pandemic. These are still in place, so do feel free to 

make use of them, but we appreciate that for many 

there will be other forms of support that would be 

more useful, so please don’t be afraid to ask your 

neighbourhood volunteer. You should have had a 

card last March with the name and contact phone 

number of your neighbourhood volunteer, however, 

if you cannot find that and you need help, do contact 

us on 01392 861062 or 07496 392106, or by email 

to: thorvertonc19@gmail.com 

 

Help with food provision? 

We are very pleased that Lucy Wells has set up 

“Lucy’s Larder” in the porch of the parish church, 

where people in need may help themselves to food. 

Food donations should be left in the box in the porch. 

If you would welcome some further help with food 

provision, we may be able to help. Do get in touch. 

Any approaches will of course be treated 

confidentially. 

 

Feeling lonely? 

If you would like to go out for walks but are not 

confident of going very far alone; if you would 

welcome having someone to walk - at a safe distance 

apart - and talk with; or if you would just welcome a 

phone call every now and again, please contact us 

(see first paragraph for contact details). We have 

some willing volunteers in the C19 Support Group 

with whom we can connect you. 

 

Want to meet some different people? 

If you would welcome the opportunity to meet 

people in a larger group and talk together, please join 

our weekly virtual coffee mornings every Friday at 

11.00, through the following Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5R

E5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09 
Meeting ID: 896 7168 4334 

Passcode: 896541 

These are very informal, open to all, offering a 

chance to chat while you sip your coffee (coffee not 

provided, sorry).  

 

Please spread the word to others who may want to 

take up an idea. 

 

Thorverton C19 Support Group 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonc19@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5RE5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5RE5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09
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Church Services and News  

SERVICES & INFORMATION FEBRUARY 2021 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Please note these services are proposed for February 2021 and  

may change due to Government Restrictions and COVID-19 tiering. 

Please check for current information by visiting our website at www.netherexe.org 

 

Sunday 31 January Epiphany4/Candlemas   Katie’s Farewell Service 

05:00 pm Katie’s Farewell Service   Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 Please note there is no “In Person” Holy Communion service on this day.  

 

Sunday 7 February 2nd Sunday before Lent 

11:15 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury     

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 

Sunday 14 February Sunday before Lent 

11:15 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury     

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 

Ash Wednesday 17 February  

07:00 pm TBC*  Ash Wednesday Service    Zoom/Telephone Service# 

*Please check time at www.netherexe.org  

 

Sunday 21 February Lent 1 

11:15 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury     

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 

Sunday 28 February Lent 2 

11:15 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury     

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service# 

 

If you wish to attend a church service, you must book in advance by contacting: 

Libby Price either by email libby@prices7.com or telephone 01392 860257  

before 7pm on the Friday preceding the service. 

 

Places at services are strictly limited, and if you turn up at the church without booking,  

you may be turned away.   

 

# Afternoon Worship will continue by Zoom and telephone at 5:00 pm. To join by telephone:  

Ring 0203 481 5237,  Meeting ID 960 5149 8892#  Password 591980 

To join by Zoom, click the link on your computer:   

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09   

This link will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org. See the “Please Note” section of the 

homepage. 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 
LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader  07741 491946 laura.ford@netherexe.org 

JH Revd Julia Hocking  Curate    07928 813333 julia.hocking@netherexe.org 

TL Revd Tony Lane 

TBC To be confirmed. 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] Tuesday & Thursday [09:30 – 15:30] Tel: 07594 714590  

Email: margaret.lowe@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 

4AS. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:libby@prices7.com
https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:julia.hocking@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Parish Letter 
Light in the darkness 

The spring bulbs are beginning to emerge in Devon – 

always a bit ahead of the rest of the country it seems, 

prompting us to look forward with hope of Spring. 

COVID19 has brought havoc on our nation. The 

prospect of Spring, the vaccine and the hope for a 

brighter future is a powerful reminder that this 

present time will pass, just as the seasons move on 

This recognition of turning seasons is also reflected 

in an old English poem which considers the changing 

weather and importance of light:  

If Candlemas be fair and bright, Come winter, have 

another flight 

If Candlemas bring clouds and rain, Go winter, and 

come not again. 

Indeed, it prompted the now famous tradition in the 

quaint town of Punxsutawney where the fate of 

spring is supposedly determined on whether the 

groundhog “Punxsutawney Phil” can see his shadow 

or not.  

In the church we celebrate the feast of Candlemas. 

Candlemas falls 40 days after Christmas and for 

some marks the end of the Christmas season, it is a 

lesser-known festival in these parts but one that 

presents us with an opportunity to look forward with 

hope. 

I used to know a former nun who would not take 

down her Christmas decorations until 2nd February. 

No twelve days of Christmas for her, and this may 

bring comfort to those of you who have kept the 

sparkling lights of Christmas up in your homes, 

bringing joy in this dark lockdown. 

In church we hear once again the story of Jesus as a 

baby being presented at the temple to perform the 

special ceremony required by all Jewish families, 

where they encounter two elderly individuals who 

have been waiting for a special day; the day that God 

has promised to show them the foretold Messiah. As 

they meet Jesus, Mary and Joseph they proclaim that 

this young child will become the light of the world. 

It is for this reason that light, in the form of candles, 

has long been associated with this day. Candles from 

the previous year are melted down to create new 

candles for the coming year.  

A procession brings the candles into church where 

they are lit and blessed. At the end of the service, the 

congregation take the lit candles out into the 

community and their homes as a permanent reminder 

that the light of God is now shining through them. 

February, COVID allowing, will also bring another 

change in the Netherexe churches as I move on to a 

new post in the Coventry Diocese. We will be sad to 

say goodbye to the communities and people we have 

got to know, but just like the hope represented by 

Spring, Candlemas and the vaccine, this change will 

mark a new future full of hope for these village 

churches. 

Whether Spring comes slowly or quickly, whether 

the vaccine halts Coronavirus in its tracks or brings 

resolution more slowly, our hope for the future can 

be founded on Jesus, the light of world.  

So, perhaps during February, you might like to light 

candles at your dinner tables to remind you of this 

hope, Jesus who is the light of our world, the light at 

our table, in our homes, and in our lives.  

Katie Cross  Rector of the Netherexe Parishes  
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Baptist Church 
 

These boots were made ... 

 

... for walkin’.  Yes, that’s right. And a large number 

of Thorvertonians have been walkin’ over the last 

few months, especially those of riper years, as the 

Prayer Book so delightfully designates us.  I know 

this because when Fiona and I embark upon our daily 

postprandial pandemic perambulation we come 

across so many of them taking advantage, like us, of 

our government’s benevolent release from 

housebound captivity for a period of exercise.  That 

same government is quick to censure people who 

confound exercising and socialising but it is difficult, 

without appearing churlish, not to stop and chat, even 

if briefly, and of course with full attention to social 

distancing regulations, when you meet other walkers 

along the country lanes around the village. 
 

Brisk walking is undoubtedly good for you.  It gets 

you out into the fresh air, exercises heart, lungs and 

other vital organs, and gives the whole body a 

delightful stimulus.  It raises the spirits also, and can 

be a lifesaver in these days when depression and 

other mental health issues are so prominent in 

people’s preoccupations. 
 

Jesus and his disciples walked.  They walked 

everywhere, from village to village throughout the 

northern area of Galilee, where most of them were 

from; they covered the ninety-three miles or so that 

separated Nazareth from Jerusalem on foot; while 

they were in Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover 

immediately preceding the crucifixion they found 

hospitality in the village of Bethany and walked to 

and from the city every day, a round trip of about 

seven miles.  During their journeys they talked, 

sometimes about controversial matters.  On one 

occasion Jesus rebuked them when he overheard the 

subject of their conversation; they were arguing 

about which of them was number one in the apostolic 

band.  The Master also used the opportunity afforded 

by their long walks for teaching sessions, sometimes 

giving explanations in private when they failed to 

grasp the import of his public teaching. 
 

One of my favourite stories in the Bible is about a 

walk.  It involves two disciples on their way from 

Jerusalem to Emmaus, a distance of about seven 

miles.  It took place on Easter Day, and these two 

disciples were both despondent and bewildered.  

They were despondent because the public execution 

of the One they had dared to believe was the long-

expected Messiah had dashed all their hopes; and 

their bewilderment was because some women of the 

Christian community were claiming they had met 

with the Risen Christ.  They were joined on their 

walk by a fellow-traveller who proceeded as they 

continued on their way to open up the Old Testament 

scriptures to them in a way they had never heard 

before, an experience they were later to describe as 

‘heart-warming’.  When they discovered that their 

fellow-traveller was none other than Jesus himself 

they rushed back to the city, despite the lateness of 

the hour, to share the joy of their experience with the 

apostles. 
 

So ... you never know what might happen in the 

course of a walk.  A walk may have a dramatic 

physical, psychological or spiritual impact on you.  

Hence the importance of getting out of the house into 

the glorious Devon countryside.  On with those boots 

and keep walking! 
 

(Rev.) Maurice Harrison  

 

The Good Old Days? (No.8) 

Boy wanted to deliver newspapers twelve years old 

 

The above sentence floated back into my mind 

recently from a distance of nearly 70 years.  It was an 

example used by my primary school teacher in order 

to illustrate the pitfalls of ambiguity and how to 

avoid them.  I remembered it when I was called upon 

for a couple of replacements in the village newspaper 

delivery service in Thorverton in December of last 

year.  The same occasion reminded me of my years 

as a paper boy in my childhood. 

 

My first job involved a morning round only.  The 

newsagent was a very strange personage, who might 

have stepped straight out of a Dickens novel. 

Rubbing his hands together over the counter, he was 

perhaps not quite as unctuous as Uriah Heep, but 

certainly affected to be “‘umble” like the Copperfield 

character. This cold fish never knew my name, 

although I must have worked for him for well over a 

year.  I was just ‘the boy’ who turned up early every 

morning to deliver the papers. 

 

Later, I took on a job which had a morning and 

evening round.  It was sometimes awkward to fit 

everything in.  I was specially put under a certain 

amount of tension on school choir practice evenings, 

since I could never stay until the end of the sessions 

because my customers would not appreciate their 

newspapers arriving late.  My second employer was 

much more warm and humane.  He proved this 

spectacularly on one particular occasion.  On 

Saturdays we had to collect money from the 

customers and when mine was counted it was ten 

shillings short.  Now I well understood the rule that 

any shortfall had to be made up out of the employee’s 

wages.  But as I only earned eleven and six a week it 
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was a sad prospect in store. My kindly boss took me 

back over the round.  It was late evening by now but 

he was armed with a flashlight.  Up a dark entry we 

stumbled upon a ten shilling note!  I shall never 

forget the relief, the euphoria even, of that moment. 
 

Remembering newspaper deliveries reminds me of 

working for the Royal Mail.   For some six years, 

both as a sixth-former and a student, I was able to get 

a temporary Christmas job with the Post Office, 

which always had to take on extra staff at that time of 

year in order to deal with the huge increase in 

seasonal mail.  It was very hard work.  Christmas 

weather today is so much milder than in the fifties 

and sixties.  Then it was bitterly cold most years, 

presenting a huge challenge to frozen fingers 

struggling with Christmas cards.  I would stagger out 

of the Sorting Office early in the morning with an 

absurdly full bag of mail, which mercifully became 

lighter and lighter as the hours went by.  I was so 

relieved that a friend lived on my round.  I was able 

to call in there and pour down scalding coffee to 

relieve my frozen frame. 
 

A few times - alas! only a few - I was granted the 

privilege of staying in the Sorting Office to help the 

regular posties to sort the mail.  This meant starting 

at 5 am but that was a small price to pay for the relief 

of being spared a day trudging through ice and slush 

outside.  Finally, we temps all queued for our pay on 

Christmas Eve.  Then off to the shops to spend it all 

on last-minute Christmas presents. 

 

Happy days!  Hard but happy. 

 

Maurice Harrison  

 

Recipe 1 
 

Sweet and savoury pancakes 

Pancakes with lemon juice and caster sugar are a 

favourite, but try adding currants to the batter for a 

change. If you prefer something savoury try this 

filling: mushrooms, thinly sliced and cooked in 

Devonshire butter, seasoned and finished with a 

spoonful of double cream and chopped chives.  

Spoon onto the pancakes before rolling or folding 

them.  

Paul Cleave 

 Sustainable Crediton 

  

The Crediton Heart Project 
 

A New Challenge for the New Year  

Join the Crediton Heart Project Team 

 

Are you looking for a new challenge in 2021? How 

about joining the Crediton Heart Project, the local 

charity which created the Crediton In &Around 

community website?  We are looking for enthusiastic 

people to help us develop this unique resource and 

work on other projects that will help keep the heart in 

Crediton and the surrounding villages. 

 

Do you have experience in website management, 

social media or advertising? Or do you have expertise 

in building development or planning? In the medium 

to long term, we hope to fund and build a new 

facility or repurpose an existing building, with room 

for community activities, cinema, theatre, events and 

small business units.   

 

In 2019 we commissioned a Feasibility Study which 

you can read on our website.  You can also take a 

look at our Project Plan and see what is involved. In 

a Covid world there is great uncertainty, a lot to think 

about and some re-assessment to do. We are all 

moving into uncharted territory.    

 

Perhaps there are innovative solutions which would 

help our communities in the short term. A temporary 

structure to host events in a safe way, mobile touring 

facilities or resources to support local groups to put 

on events. Working with local partners is essential.  

Do you know about fundraising, consultation and 

publicity? Could you help develop these ideas? 

 

We are looking for trustees to join our board and help 

run the charity. We are also keen to recruit associates 

to our various working groups. If you feel 

enthusiastic about our projects and want to turn the 

challenge of Covid into an opportunity, please 

contact our Chair, Rosemary Stephenson, to arrange 

a chat.  rosemary@creditonheart.org 

 

More details about these posts can be found on our 

website  www.creditoninandaround.co.uk 

 

The Crediton Heart Project is a registered charity no 

1189549. It is supported by Crediton Town Council, 

Mid Devon District Council, Devon County Council 

and the National Lottery 

mailto:rosemary@creditonheart.org
about:blank
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Lockdown Quilting 
Quilting is a time-honoured way to recycle and 

reuse.  It's an absorbing pastime, arranging triangles, 

squares and rectangles into interesting patterns.  

 Both my grandmothers were quilters and my mother 

too. My grandmother, whose parents emigrated from 

Norway to the prairies of Minnesota, grew up in a log 

cabin. Every scrap of fabric and every article of 

clothing was used and reused many times---suits and 

dresses were cut down to child size, feed sacks were 

transformed into bed sheets and the flower-printed 

ones found their way into quilts. Any bits and pieces 

of fabric left over from sewing projects were made 

into "crazy quilts" or more elaborate "log cabin" 

designs.  Putting a quilt together was a community 

project with farm women gathered around a large 

quilt frame onto which the quilt layers were rolled. 

Each woman hand sewed through all the layers, 

working on the section nearest her. 

 

I've made at least five full-sized bed quilts and four 

or five crib quilts. Quilting seems like the perfect 

lockdown project with designing, cutting and sewing 

absorbing many hours. Quilting is an answer to 

helping too.  The Linus Project (think Lucy and 

Peanuts) offers donated quilts to children who are ill 

or impoverished.  Each county has its own 

representative and mine, in Honiton, suggested 

making a quilt for a boy--up to the age of 18.  I tried 

to choose bright colours and a simple design of 

triangles for the top with a fleece backing. My stash 

of scraps and suitable cottons was nil but I 

discovered that I could choose from a huge selection 

of fabric online. 

 

My only grandson, many thousands of miles from his 

home in San Francisco began his first year at 

Northeastern University in Boston.  Word 

got back to me that he missed his two cats, 

Nick and Tibitha.  Light bulb moment!  I 

would make him a cat quilt to comfort him 

and keep him warm too.  I discovered that 

fabric online included delightful cat-

themed cottons that I cut into cat 

silhouettes and mounted on plain fabric 

squares.  I backed the top with fleece so 

there was no need to have a separate 

backing. I have a picture of him blissfully 

wrapped in his new quilt.  Naturally, his 

sister wanted one too so another cat quilt 

has been mailed to her college home in 

Eugene, Oregon. 

 

An interesting patchwork could be made 

from any kind of cotton clothing, cut into 

various shapes and joined together.  The 

women of Gee Bend, Alabama are famous 

for their exciting quilts made from old 

denim overalls. Not every quilt is made 

from recycled fabric. Really spectacular 

American quilts are on display at the 

American Museum in Bath.  Many of these 

are very elegant with fabric carefully 

chosen to make the most intricate designs.  

 

If you are a "happy hands at home" person 

like me, consider reviving old skills to see 

you through the coming weeks -- drawing, 

painting knitting, sewing, embroidery and 

maybe even quilting.  

 

Becky Stannard 
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Women’s Institute  
 

Like most other groups, it is a long time since we 

have all been able to meet together in our well loved 

Hut.  We are a close knit group and have kept in 

touch by phone, letters and e mails throughout and 

been challenged by quizzes, crosswords and puzzles.  

 

Back in the summer, when we were allowed, we met 

each month in groups of six in the garden of Fair Oak 

for coffee cake and lots of chat.  Since restrictions 

have changed, some of us have mastered Zoom and 

now meet together virtually to keep in touch. 

 

 Although we have been unable to listen to our own 

chosen speakers, being part of the Devon Federation 

has given us an opportunity to join virtually with 

other groups and share speakers.  There has been an 

interesting talk from a cancer sufferer who awaits a 

suitable stem cell transplant, he explained the 

transplant system and how simple it is to join the 

register via Anthony Nolan, and he appealed to 

everyone to join if at all possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Joining that meeting was a lady who had already 

been lucky enough to have received a transplant and 

she demonstrated how her life had been transformed. 

 

 There was another highly technical talk on the 

chemistry of our food, obviously interesting to many 

of us.  Talks coming up include one from Caroline 

Ellis who took part in the Tall Ships Adventure in 

2001, and a talk about how to become a dementia 

friend. 

 

The Federation has produced a calendar for 2021 

with illustrations showing what people have been 

doing in the year of the pandemic – lots of reminders 

for the future. 

 

With the vaccinations being with us, we are 

beginning to think about the future, and are really 

looking forward to restrictions being eased and 

eventually being able to get back together again for 

meetings in the Hut 

Judy Bright 
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History Society 
 
Bridges Around Thorverton 

A Zoom Talk for the Thorverton History Society 

given by Bill Harvey consulting structural engineer 

 

We were delighted to be joined by over thirty 

‘surfers’ to this inaugural zoom talk for the 

Thorverton History Society. 

Bill Harvey introduced himself to his audience as a 

committed bridge engineer from the age of seven 

with an extensive CV which included working on the 

Humber and Ouse bridges as well as a period as the 

professor of Engineering at Exeter University. 

He covered in his talk, with slides and observations, 

three main bridges along the Exe River Valley: 

Cowley Bridge to the south, our own Thorverton 

Bridge (pictured here under construction c1908) 

 

 and a complex of bridges at Bickleigh. 

 

The first, the present Cowley Bridge, was built under 

the supervision of the first County Surveyor of 

Devon, James Green. It was opened on 5th October 

1814. Another River Exe bridge at Cowley lies just 

to the east which was designed and built by Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel over a diversion of the river for his 

railway line from Bristol. This bridge crosses both 

the railway and the Exe. 

 

“A bridge was first recorded in 1286 at Cowley, and 

it was the second lowest stone bridge over the river 

after the Exe Bridge. The Cowley Bridge actually 

crosses the River Creedy, just a few yards from its 

confluence with the Exe. It was probably sited at a 

previous Roman crossing point and was the furthest 

extent of the beating the bounds of the city in the 

north west during the 19th century. In 1326, Bishop 

Stapleton left a bequest for the maintenance of the 

bridge and the roads leading to it, indicating that the 

route from Exeter to Crediton was still of some 

importance. Cowley means Cufa's clearing, for there 

were extensive woods in this area at the base of the 

Duryard royal hunting ground. In 1545, part of the 

old Cowley Bridge fell down, and was repaired by 

the city. James Green the county surveyor and former 

assistant of John Rennie, was responsible for the 

present bridge in 1813-14. “ 

Exeter Memories are © 2012 David Cornforth 

 

The design of the bridge was similar to the Wolseley 

Bridge over the River Trent built by Rennie in 1799.  

The new bridge is bigger and stronger with spans of 

50, 55 and 50 feet respectively. 

 

This bridge is Listed as is the current Thorverton 

Bridge which Bill stated was the first concrete bridge 

in Devon and possibly the only 

County bridge built between 1900 

and 1914.  It was designed as a 

road bridge over the Exe in 1908 

by S Ingram, the then County 

Surveyor, and the contractor was H 

Berry of Crediton. It is built of 

reinforced concrete as a single span 

with a cambered arch formed on 

four reinforced concrete beams 

(some of which have now been 

filled in for extra strength) with 

cantilevered parapets. The quarry 

at the site of the Council Car Park 

was used in 1811 to provide stone 

for the foundations and abutments. 

 

Bill had also discovered in an 

edition of F Noel Taylor (author of 

A Manual of Civil Engineering) the original plans for 

the design as shown below  

http://www.exetermemories.co.uk/em/_people/green.php
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The bridge stands on the site of an ancient fordable 

crossing point, the main reason Thorverton came into 

existence. A small settlement here during Roman 

times, perched on a hill overlooking the fording point 

(near to the current day bridge) was a key crossing 

for the military garrisoned at Exeter (Isca 

Dumnoniorum). The first bridge, constructed of 

timber, was placed here in 1307. The timber bridge 

was replaced with a stone one in 1415 thanks to a 

donation of £10 by Thomas Barton of Exeter and 

during the English Civil War, Thorverton, as the 

location of a major crossing, was often on the front 

line. 

 

The bridges around the old fording point at 

Bickleigh, Bill described as a ‘gephyrophile’s 

dream’.  The Listed Bickleigh bridge across the Exe 

shows evidence of having been enlarged from a 

packhorse bridge to a cart, then road bridge.  It is 

given as established in 1610-1630 and was largely 

rebuilt 1809. "Originally the site of a ford, a wooden 

bridge was in existence in the reign of Edward III, 

replaced by a pack-horse bridge at a later unknown 

date". (Bickleigh Conservation Area report). 

 

 It has five differing arches built of disparate stone 

and volcanic trap, which inevitably show evidence of 

having been rebuilt and strengthened as well as 

additional tie bars to accommodate the ever 

increasing loads which it now takes. It is also 

quirkily built with a curve in the parapets rather than 

as a straight bridge over the river, has cutwaters on 

the upstream side and there is a Victorian weir to the 

south. 

 

Unfortunately, not the ‘Bridge over Troubled Waters’ 

there is a lot of detail to the individual arches which 

indicate a very long history! However, there are an 

additional seven other bridges in this area identified 

and discussed by Bill which result from road re-

alignment, railway and culverts in brick and cast iron 

from the nineteenth century. All of which provided a 

fascinating concentration for the eager pontist. 

 

The talk was warmly received and the audience 

showed a considerable local knowledge of worthy 

railway arches in and around Thorverton (as in Hulk 

Lane) and the sad disappearance or disuse of chain 

footbridges (for example the Copenhagen footbridge) 

and other Exe bridging points of historic significance 

(near Fortesque Farm) as the course river has 

changed, the turnpikes have been supplanted by rail 

and then road - the present A396.  Another talk in 

itself!! 

 Ann Marshall <ann.marshall57@icloud.com>  

 

. 

Football Club 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I thought I would take the opportunity to pen an 

article about your local football club 

 

The club secretary and treasurer is me - Paul Webb 

(aged 43 & 11/12ths). My details are in the magazine 

and I am happy to field any issues as they arise.  

The rest of our committee currently comprise: 

• James Vanstone, Chairman 

• Ben Mills, 1st team Manager 

• Luke Skinner, 2nd team Manager 

• Joe Radford, player representative 

• Will Hawkins, player representative 

The committee is ably assisted by an assistant 

manager for each team: Jimmy Stevens and Joshua 

Kallaway. 

With the exception of myself and Will (29), all the 

committee members and AMs are aged between 23 

to 25 years of age. 

 

Having younger committee members is allowing us 

to attract players to the club whilst understanding the 

needs and wishes of the younger generation of 

players. So far this seems to be successful allowing 

the club to perform well on the pitch and off, whilst 

allowing the volunteers involved to grow skills that 

will no doubt be beneficial in their own careers. 

We have recently finished the 2019/20 season and 

were pleased to win the Devon Senior Cup. This was 

only the second time we have ever won this: the last 

time being 21 years ago. Joe Radford was the skipper 

this time around whilst his father, Wayne Radford, 

was the captain last time. 

 

Currently, we have played a few games during the 

2020/21 season before the second lockdown affected 

us. By the time you read this we will have 

commenced again under the Tier 2 protocols.  

We currently run two men’s teams. The first team is 

in Division Premier West and the second team 

compete in Division 4 Central (due to covid, the 

leagues were made smaller and into regional 

groupings to allow for delays). The website 

https://defleague.co.uk/ is a very good source for 

local fixtures and results. Unfortunately, the local 

Express & Echo paper appears to be constantly 

reducing its local sports coverage, so the website is 

the best place to keep informed. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isca_Dumnoniorum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isca_Dumnoniorum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Civil_War
mailto:ann.marshall57@icloud.com
about:blank
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There will be a game every Saturday at 2.15pm for 

anyone wishing to attend and we welcome the 

support. Attendance for live sport is allowed under 

Tier 2 although we request supporters keep to an 

outdoor grouping of six and keep 2ms apart from 

other groups/individuals. We have temporary barriers 

for each game to keep the spectators 2ms from the 

players, ensuring the players are in their allowed 

football bubble and a safe distance from spectators. 

We also have the NHS Test and Trace barcode that 

we ask attendees to zap in accordance with national 

FA and Government guidance. 

 

During both lockdowns we have kept busy as a club 

despite the lack of football. We have an agreement 

with the local Parish council that our club maintains 

the cutting of the grass around the field and 

playground equipment. We kept this up, with 

assistance from Cllr Graham Sims, and during the 

spring/summer months we left the samba nets up for 

the use of local children. 

We managed to obtain a grant from the Football 

Foundation that allowed us to organise three tree 

surgeons to spend a day cutting and crowning the 

trees surrounding the Recreation Field: the first time 

this has happened for a decade or two. 

We were also able to organise the re-turfing of the 

goalmouth and fixing of the smaller roller that lives 

on the field. Recently, the club has provided soil 

samples to the Football Foundation to allow guidance 

on the upkeep of the football pitch that is specific to 

our location and state of the field. The long term plan 

is for the Football Association to gain a greater 

understanding of the state of pitches throughout the 

grass roots level of the game with a view to allowing 

for better care. We are currently awaiting receipt of 

this report and, as we are volunteers with absolutely 

no knowledge of groundskeeping, we are eager to 

receive assistance. Better pitches not only furthers 

the development of skill levels but also minimises 

injuries. 

 

We are also taking the opportunity, to improve the 

electrics and internal furnishings of the changing 

rooms. We are grateful for the support of plumber 

Lee Radford, electrician Josh Hole and builder Joe 

Radford, all who are linked with our club for giving 

their time and expertise. 

On the educational side, the club is a FA Chartered 

Standard club meaning we agree to certain minimum 

standards. The pandemic has meant certain courses, 

such as first aid, has been unable to take place. The 

relevant committee members have all taken and 

passed online courses to improve awareness of 

concussion protocols, what to do in the event of a 

sudden cardiac arrest and safeguarding procedures to 

provide for a good environment for people to play 

sport in. It is interesting to note that under 18 players 

are now considered minors and as a club we therefore 

have safeguarding policies in place for such players, 

as well as vulnerable adults and anti-bullying 

procedures. 

This season you may also hear the sounds of younger 

players, as we have agreed to help Pinhoe U13s out 

with hosting games. Due to works on Middlemoor 

and the local council pitch, they were left without a 

home. Their games will be on Sunday mornings and 

we are happy to be helping them. 

We are always keen to hear from local football 

players. Contact us and we can let you know when 

we train. 

 

As a club, we require lots of volunteer support. If 

anyone from the village would like to get involved, 

please let us know. Like most organisations, there is 

plenty to do and often not enough hands to do 

everything, so we are always happy to have people 

offer support. In terms of specific current 

volunteering roles, if someone retired was able to 

help with the pitch or if there are any budding 

reporters who would like to write some match reports 

for our social media pages, we would gladly accept 

assistance. 

Finally, we hope people are proud to have us along 

with the cricket club associated with the village. I do 

not think there are too many other villages who have 

a cricket and a football club playing at the level both 

do within their respective Devon leagues.   

 

 

ESTABLISHED IN 1920 (we think!) 

Honours:  

Leagues (in order of importance) 

2010 Premier champions 

2003 Senior 1 champions 

1975 & 1998 Senior 1B/2 champions 

1978 Senior 2B champions 

1996 Intermediate champions 

1995 Intermediate 2 champions 

1994 Intermediate 3 champions 

1993 & 1998 Intermediate 4 

Champions 

1992 & 1997 Intermediate 5 champions 

2018 Division 8 champions 

 

Cups (in order of importance) 

2020 Devon senior cup 

1999 Devon senior cup 

1995 Devon intermediate cup 

2002 East Devon senior cup 

2017 Bill Slee Cup 

1971, 1995 & 2010 Football express cup 

1996 & 1997 Geary cup 

1994 Wheaton trophy 

1997 & 1998 Liddon cup 
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Clearing Snow  
by C. G. Protheroe 

Nobody knew when the snow came on Boxing Day 

in 1962 that it would just keep on coming. That it 

would be with us for weeks, shaping and changing 

people’s lives, including mine. The first snow was 

followed by a blizzard a few days later so that, by 

New Year’s Eve, all was transformed. You can visit 

the history books for the statistics and to explain 

what conjunction of meteorological circumstances 

brought this about, but I can tell you that I lived in 

one of those places which found itself cut off. For 

me, what was a national crisis and the cause of 

misery for many people, became a winter 

wonderland.  

 

  Our house was called Greenacres. Well, those green 

fields were soon buried under the snow. It was 

situated at one end of a short cul-de-sac which, at the 

other, joined a lane that ran steeply downhill to the 

village of Cranham. There could be found the Black 

Horse Inn, a shop, and the bus stop from which an 

occasional bus could be caught to the town of 

Gloucester, 7 miles away. The school which I 

attended for the first 3 years of my life was located 

across the Common, together with a few cottages and 

the church. As a six year old, that was my world. 

 

  As the snow began to settle, my excitement 

mounted. I had been given a sledge for Christmas 

and can readily associate with the recollection 

Citizen Kane has, in the famous film of that name, 

when, on his deathbed, he remembers his “Rosebud”. 

No, my sledge didn’t bear a name, at least not one 

that I now recall, but, as I tore off the wrapping paper 

and revealed the present within, with its wooden slats 

and red runners, it was for me a time in my life when 

Christmas still retained its magic, and this was and 

remains the most memorable present Father 

Christmas ever managed to squeeze down any 

chimney where I have lived.  

 

  The foresight of my parents in purchasing it was 

soon rewarded. The conditions had arrived for it to 

be put to use. With my brother, we dragged our 

sledges, he already had one, out on to the pristine 

white slope of the field behind our house. Within a 

short while, the snow was marked with the long 

parallel lines of our many descents, ending up in a 

churned up area at the bottom where we tumbled off 

to avoid crashing at speed into the hedge; and then 

alongside, the deep holes made as we ascended in our 

wellington boots. The latter are not good at keeping 

feet warm and, with mittens caked with frozen snow, 

feet and hands were soon chilled through, something 

for which I would pay later with excruciating and 

tingling chilblains in my fingers on our return to the 

warmth of the kitchen. In the meantime, we were in 

the moment and great fun was being had. 

 

  More snow arrived overnight and then began to pile 

up, driven by the winds against the hedges, so that by 

the following day it was so deep in places, we could 

walk over them. Digging deep into the drifts, we 

created a snow cave and series of tunnels which one 

or other of us would defend, returning snowball for 

snowball until eventually we both retired from the 

fray, exhausted. One might imagine that such 

activities were taking place across the country but, 

without television, I had little sense of an outside 

world or that I was a part of it. This snowed-in hill 

top represented my only kingdom, small as it was. 

 

  School holidays continued for me, but my father 

had a business in town to run. Internet was non-

existent and, save for the telephone, which may itself 

have been disrupted for all I can remember, there 

were none of the current means which we now enjoy 

that enable working from home. We had a Land 

Rover with canvas top which, when bouncing around 

in the back, and especially when wet, lent it an 

unforgettable and particular musty smell. In normal 

wintery conditions, and with the addition of snow 

chains attached to its wheels, it could cope with the 

hills on the roads to Gloucester. But the present 

situation was not normal and there were places on the 

lane down to the village which were several feet deep 

in snow, trapping not just us but our neighbours. To 

give you an idea of how steep and treacherous this 

lane could be, some years later, in icy conditions, my 

sister in law would skid off it and end upside down in 

her car on the bank below, emerging shaken but 

fortunately unhurt by this experience.  

 

  I don’t know whether it was altruism on his part, the 

demands of work, or other needs that pressed upon 

him, but my father determined one day that it was 

pointless waiting for the official agencies to turn their 

attention to our small hamlet, and come along with a 

snow plough when they were no doubt responding to 

much greater needs. He decided that we should take 

matters into our own hands and try to clear the lane. 

Before setting out, my mother dressed up my brother 

and myself in warm clothes so we wouldn’t “catch 

our death of cold”, the fear of which fate befalling 

their children seems to have particularly worried 

mothers in those days. I had a black duffle coat with 

hood, which was done up with wooden toggles. It 

had taken great persuasion to get me to wear this 

particular coat when it was first bought as I took an 

instant dislike to it. I recall standing between my 

mother and a friend, whilst she made what she 

thought were discreet signals over my head to the 

other woman, for her to assure me how good I looked 

in it. In time I had come to accept and wear it.  
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  So, on that day, toggled up tightly in this coat, with 

a thick scarf wound around my neck and tucked 

inside, a woolly hat thrust down over my ears, and 

wellingtons pulled on, I was sent off with my brother 

and father to clear the snow, armed only with a 

shovel each between us. Some efforts had been made 

to clear a way between the houses at the bottom of 

our drive, but it was from where the lane was joined 

and it turned steeply down to the left that the problem 

lay.  

 

  The snow was deep but fortunately not too 

compacted. My father and brother, who would have 

been thirteen at that time, applied themselves with 

determination, piling the snow up so that, as they 

progressed, a channel was cleared, wide enough for a 

car to pass through between the banks on either side 

that they were forming. I joined in as best I could, 

though the shovel was almost more than I could 

handle with the weight of snow on it. Seeing us hard 

at it, others gathered. Some went off and, returning 

with tools, joined in, so that, before long, good 

progress was being made. Many hands produced, if 

not quite light work, a confidence that the task might 

be accomplished and the village reached before 

darkness fell. Beyond that the road had already been 

cleared.  

 

  Although the sun remained low, it was a bright clear 

day and, despite the biting chill of the northerly 

breeze, we were warmed by our efforts. Under a blue 

sky, the snow crystals glistened on the expanse of 

white snow that lay across the Common, dazzling my 

eyes. As we worked, I could sense the satisfaction 

that came from being a part of this concerted 

community effort, and shared in the high spirits with 

which it was undertaken. The arrival of hot tea, 

sandwiches and cake added to the good feeling. As 

the final breakthrough was made, someone came 

forward with a camera and took photographs. Whilst 

it would continue to snow in the coming weeks, it did 

not come in as a blizzard again and did not settle as 

deeply, so our efforts were not in vain and the lane 

remained clear for traffic to use.  

 

  My father was able to drive into Gloucester the next 

day. A couple of days later, returning home one 

evening, he produced the local newspaper, The 

Citizen, and showed us an article reporting how the 

young and old of a snowbound village had dug 

themselves out. The reporter applauded the 

community spirit shown by those involved. With the 

story was a photograph in which we featured, 

standing there our shovels filled with snow in 

readiness.  

 

  I wonder now why the memory of these events has 

stayed with me. Certainly, it was a winter the like of 

which has not been repeated since and, with climate 

change, I shall probably never experience again. Yet, 

there is more to it than that. Our efforts, as a group of 

people come together in a common purpose, was I 

believe the first influence in the formation of a social 

consciousness, a willingness to get stuck in and be 

helpful.  

 

And, if I delve even deeper into the significance to 

me of that day in 1962, breaking through the snow, 

clearing the way to the village and beyond, it marked 

an opening up for the first time of my own existence 

in that small, rather remote world, to wider horizons 

which I should shortly experience.   

 

The Joy of Islands 

We are an island nation. Surrounded by seawater, 

nowhere in Britain is more than 70 miles from the 

sea (less than 2 hours by car). The sea is probably in 

our ancestral memory, in our blood. I have always 

been fascinated by small islands; places where you 

can have a swim from a lonely beach, or stay in a 

house where there are no neighbours. Around the UK 

there are more than 4,000 true islands, where they 

remain surrounded by the sea at all stages of the tide, 

and a further 6,000 tidal islands which are connected 

to the mainland at low tide. Plenty to choose from if 

you like your privacy. Only 210 are inhabited. 

 

This desire to be king of a well-defined area is quite 

common, and may be part of the reason why more 

than half the voters brought us out of the EU. 

However, living on a small island has many 

drawbacks.  Food, water, electricity, fuel, transport, 

and maintenance costs to name a few. Ferries need to 

be manned or boats moored. Can you transport a car 

to your chosen patch of real estate? Even a largish 

island cannot be completely independent, as the 36 

remaining inhabitants of St. Kilda (40 miles west of 

the larger island of Lewis-Harris) found in 1930. 

They abandoned their little houses on the island and 

were evacuated, and relocated to Lochaline on the 

mainland of Scotland. Here the families were housed 

by the Forestry Commission and the men employed 

in tree planting; ironic as there are no trees on St. 

Kilda. St.Kilda was left to the birds, and an MOD 

radar station. The National Trust has recently 

renovated several of the houses. 

 

One night, while trying to get to sleep, I attempted to 

mentally list how many islands I have visited; I 

reached 100 before I fell asleep. These range from 

Moffen Island with its 400 walrusses at 80 degrees 

north to Deception Island just off the Antarctic 

peninsula at 63 degrees south, from Kuata in the 

Yasawa Islands near Fiji in the Pacific, to Roatan 

Island off Honduras in the Caribbean. The Galapagos 
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(population a surprising 25,000), with friendly fauna 

seemingly unafraid of approaching humans, and our 

Isles of Scilly with five inhabited islands (total 

population: 2,100). South Georgia and the Falklands 

in the South Atlantic.  

 

The tiny islands of Lundy, Skomer, Great 

Blasket (W. Ireland), Rum, Eigg and Muck 

(the Scottish cocktail), with only a few 

inhabitants.  And the uninhabited Isle Ristol 

in the Summer Isles. The really tiny island, 

only 50 metres long, where a small group of 

us camped the night, after canoeing to the 

middle of the Ottawa River, near Petawawa, 

Ontario. 

 

Life can be bleak if the island is more than 

50 or 60 degrees from the equator, so 

personal favourites are the tropical islands 

near Fiji or Hawaii, and Fitzroy and Great 

Keppel Islands off the east coast of 

Queensland. During my 12 months' teacher 

exchange position in Queensland, Ros and I 

visited Fitzroy Island (two hours by boat 

from Cairns) on several occasions. 

 

We camped by the beach near an underwater coral 

garden where the wrasse had set up a cleaning 

station. You could float (with snorkel) above them 

watching the orderly line of bigger fish waiting to 

have their skins nibbled clean. Along the beach from 

our campsite was a small 10-bedroom resort with a 

swimming pool which we were allowed to use.   

 

Literature is full of island stories; from Enid Blyton's 

Famous Five, to Treasure Island by Robert Louis 

Stevenson who settled on Samoa, and Defoe's 

Robinson Crusoe, not to mention Golding's Lord of 

the Flies. Gauguin's paintings idealised life on a 

Pacific island and the non-fiction Bounty mutineers 

made island life a reality, with their Hawaiian wives, 

on Pitcairn and Norfolk islands. 

 

 The TV series (Castaway 2000) set on Taransay 

(where Ben Fogle was first brought to fame) showed 

that personal relations in a small community can lead 

to difficulties. ‘I Am An Island’ by Tamsin Calidas, 

published last year, tells of the problems 

encountered living on a small island of 200 people. 

(She doesn't identify the island, but a little research 

shows that it is Lismore, West Scotland.) 

 

Would I like to live on an island? It would need to be 

large enough to support at least one shop and one or 

two pubs, post office and at least 50 houses to 

provide a social life.  

 

Geographically, it needs a hill rising to at least 100m 

above the sea and public footpaths to exercise our 

dog. Who needs an island?...as this sounds very 

much like Thorverton! 

 

John Spivey 

 

For those of you who missed The Joy of Sex in the  

January edition of Focus, it may be reprinted next 

January. 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd   
       Supporting Thorverton Post Office            

 
As usual I begin by thanking you as customers and 

supporters of our PO and the TCT shop.  As well as 

that though, we have two other very big thank -yous 

to say this month and in March. 

 

First Jan Hamilton our Business Manager of some 8 

years, has decided to hang up her biro and voucher-

counting thimblette. In spite of all the pandemic 

problems and being unable to come down to help at 

the portakabin as much as previously, Jan has 

continued to be active in the background keeping up-

to-speed with managing the newspaper payment 

voucher system, keeping the record book supplied 

with pages and coming to do newspaper returns some 

days. Before March though she was in almost every 

day often sorting and selling papers herself as well as 

managing staff and the newspaper and magazine 

stock. So thank you so much Jan for everything you 

have done. 

 

Second we are very grateful to have had Ben Cross 

as our Saturday helper for a couple of years now. 

During the past 10 months, he has been so adaptable 

and endured a less-than-pleasant location for his 

work. We have never heard him complain about that. 

His family is soon to move up country where Rev 

Katie will be taking up a new post, so he will be 

leaving us in March. His has been a Saturday paper 

shop job like no other I suspect, something he’ll 

remember (fondly??!) for the rest of his life. We and 

the customers will miss you greatly Ben. 

 

Many others have been helping our TCT business 

and post office survive during these difficult times. 

Thank you to all of you. Sorry I can’t name you all 

but you (and we) know who you are! 

 

Helen Ratcliffe deserves a special mention though for 

taking on extra roles, being one of the early morning 

Sat (+ Wed) stuffers and marker-uppers, delivering 

papers and doing other things behind the scenes. And 

she works on the PO side too. 

 

Royston Kershaw as you know has stepped into the 

breach dealing with our supplier Smiths News and 

will continue to share that and other management and 

practical tasks with me and Helen. He has also done a 

great job promoting magazines and comics on our 

local social media channels. 

 

I won’t thank myself because that’s a bit cheeky, but 

you can be grateful that I have managed not to ignore 

the alarm clock (famous last words!!) yet, that I quite 

enjoy counting the newspapers and walking around 

delivering them and that we have so many helpful 

friends and neighbours who have offered their help to 

us and TCT so generously and are still doing so. 

 

Sadly I fear that social distancing, face coverings and 

generally taking immense care over how shops are 

run and staff and customers conduct themselves, will 

not be changing for very many months (or more), so 

we will continue operating in our present mode for 

the foreseeable future. Thank you once again to the 

Fices for letting us use their garage especially on a 

Saturday.  

 

If you have any amazing ideas about how we can do 

things better or differently or want to offer your help, 

then you know where to find us. 

 

Good wishes for 2021 

 

Heather Kershaw           Chair and Membership 

Secretary   TCT Ltd                     01392 860419    

Thorverton PO   01392 860455 

 
 

 

Scam Alert 
 

As of 7 January 2021, Action Fraud had received 

57 reports from members of the public who have 

been sent text messages claiming to be from the 

NHS, offering them the opportunity to sign up 

for coronavirus vaccinations. The texts ask the 

recipient to click on a link which takes them to 

an online form where they are prompted to input 

personal and financial details. In some cases the 

online form has looked very similar to the real 

NHS website. 

 

Pauline Smith, Head of Action Fraud, said:  

“Remember, the vaccine is only available on the 

NHS and is free of charge. The NHS will never 

ask you for details about your bank account or to 

pay for the vaccine. If you receive an email, text 

message or phone call purporting to be from the  

NHS and you are asked to provide financial 

details, this is a scam. 

 
Sent in by Sylv Gregory 
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Nature Notes 
The season of autumn was mild. It brought out early 

blooming primroses with the first report coming from 

Velator Reserve at Braunton on 16th November 

which by 2nd December had been eaten by a hungry 

creature. Much closer to home, at Northdown Wood, 

a primrose was in flower and also hazel catkins fully 

extended, both seen on 30th November. At Raddon 

where early purple orchid, wild strawberry and other 

wild flowers grow on the hedges that rise high above 

the lane, the first primrose flowers were seen on 27th 

December. At Northdown on 30th November it was 

noted that the hornets’ nest (inadvertently discovered 

during the TARTS walk in September) had been got 

at, probably by a badger, and very little of it remains. 

2020 seemed to be a good year for hornets and wasps 

and the latter were still on the wing in December. 

Several wasps have hibernated in our log pile and 

every now and again appear inside the house having 

awakened from logs stored next to the lit wood 

burner. 

 

While walking the local lanes this winter, I have 

spotted two perfectly round nests made of leaves and 

grass and I strongly believe they are the summer 

nests of dormice used for daytime slumber or 

breeding. The nests are located halfway up the hedge 

and would not normally be seen. During wintertime 

dormice make their nests on or very near to the 

ground. 

 

Around the beginning of December a village resident 

saw an otter heading upstream from the centre of the 

village. I received a report from another village 

resident who also saw an otter there on the morning 

of 14th December as she was walking home from 

visiting the village shop. I have been informed of a 

third sighting in the first week of January at the same 

place. Please do gaze into the Jordan stream as you 

pass by and you might have a nice surprise. To this 

day I’ve never seen a wild otter. 

 

On Monday 4th January my daughter and I drove to 

Beer to walk along the beach. During the drive, on 

reaching Hare & Hounds it was snowing and nearer 

to Beer a flock of around 50 lapwings passed 

overhead. The aim was to visit the rock pool area and 

walk the strandline to look for treasures. As we 

walked the strandline I found an item of treasure 

among the millions of pebbles on the beach which is 

discussed below in the A to Z, Sea Urchins. I was so 

thankful we made this one and only trip further afield 

since my daughter came home from university for 

Christmas, as that evening it was announced we were 

going into lockdown. 

 

Here we are now in February, the last month of 

meteorological winter and what weather will we get 

this year? February 2020 brought us storm Ciara with 

howling wind from 9th and then from 10th included 

rain and hail. There was some snow on Dartmoor and 

the Taw Bridge at Barnstaple was closed to high 

sided vehicles. In the early hours of the 13th over the 

village a flash of lightning heralded a big clap of 
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thunder. Then storm Dennis arrived on 15th February 

with heavy rained causing run off into the lanes. 

 

 Rain caused landslides in various places. We had 

thunder and lightning on 16th, more rain on 17th and 

on 18th, in Plymouth a house was struck by lightning. 

There was a lot more rain, hail, sleet and windy 

conditions and by the end of the month February 

2020 was declared the wettest in the UK since 

records began. February is traditionally a wet month 

and hence the old saying ‘February fill dyke’. 

 

A to Z  Sea Urchins  

In our shores many sea urchins can be found, 

including Common or Edible sea urchin, Green sea 

urchin and Heart urchin or Sea Potato.  

 

Common sea urchin is pink and up to 15cm in 

diameter and may be found in rock pools at very low 

tides. Sadly this species is classified as ‘near 

threatened’. The Green sea urchin is small up to 5cm 

and is found around kelp and seagrass. Heart urchins 

so named because they are heart shaped, burrow into 

sand. Occasionally you may find a test (hard 

skeleton) of a sea urchin along the seashore. 

 

In East Devon you can find fossilised remains of sea 

urchins. A few years ago I joined our local walking 

group (TARTS) on a walk that included a route 

covering Otterton to Sidmouth where at High Peak, 

on the path to the triangulation pillar I picked up a 

fossilised heart urchin I believe to be Micraster from 

the Cretaceous to Miocene period of time. Micraster 

is closely related to the modern day heart urchin. 

 

 The treasure I picked up at Beer is a fossilised sea 

urchin. I recognised the bilateral symmetry and the 

tiny ambulacra, dots that when living would be the 

holes from which double rows of feet protrude. This 

fossil has a heart shape although the other end is 

missing and is very weathered due to interaction with 

other pebbles rendering it quite smooth. It is much 

smaller than Micraster but also has bilateral 

symmetry. These characteristics put the two fossils in 

the group of sea urchins known as irregular echinoids 

and are commonly found in the chalk of southern 

Britain. My guess is my fossil found at Beer is called 

Conulus also from the Cretaceous period but I am no 

expert although I do have an ‘O’ level in Geology!     

 

Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

National Parish Magazine 
Awards 2020 

 

The results of the 2020 National Parish Magazine 

Awards have at last been finalised.  

 

Out of 262 entries, your magazine 

achieved 11th place in the A4 Category.  

 

  A4 Magazine Category 

 

1st and Best Overall Magazine - The Parish 

Magazine ( Charvil Sonning & Sonning Eye) 

 

2nd and Best Editor - The Village Magazine 

(Emsworth & Chichester) 

 

3rd and Best Content - News & Views (Ticehurst, 

Flimwell & Stonegate) 

 

4th and Best Design - The Messenger (Brightling, 

Dallington, Mountfield & Netherfield) 

 

5th and Best Print - The Fisherman (Yoxall) 

 

                                                        Paul Orsborn 

                                               Awards Co-Ordinator  

Covid-19 Vaccinations proceed 
at pace 

 
More than 1,000 people were vaccinated at Lords 

Meadow in Crediton on 16 January, including several 

from Thorverton. The vaccination centre was set up 

after careful planning by Dr Jo Harris, who is a GP 

partner at the New Valley Practice, and Michelle 

Freeburn, who is managing partner at Bow and North 

Tawton Medical Practices.  

 

Alice and Frank Selley were amongst the Thorverton 

residents vaccinated. They told us that the whole 

operation was very efficient indeed, with kind and 

cheerful helpers ensuring that everything ran 

smoothly. They arrived at the Leisure Centre and 

were checked in; there was no queue and they were 

seen very quickly, exactly at their scheduled 

appointment times; after the vaccination they waited 

15 minutes to ensure that there was no adverse 

reaction; and then they were free to go, with their 

driver awaiting them.  They described the whole 

exercise as brilliant. 

about:blank
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Poetry  
 
Murphy, Gunslinger 

 

Just watch him once again. 

He imitates John Wayne 

moving with studied ease, 

with no desire to please. 

 

No hat or cowboy jeans, 

he is not what he seems, 

but earns a sheriff's star, 

If looked at from afar. 

 

His hips move side to side; 

first wiggle, then go wide.  

He knows what all's about, 

and barks his orders out. 

 

He personifies the law, 

but always aims for more. 

When rarin' for  a fight, 

he's always in the right! 

 

               Andrew Hoellering 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It All Depends 

 

If you walk as a friend, you will find a friend,  

Wherever you choose to fare; 

If you go with mirth to a far strange land,  

You will find that mirth is there. 

For the strangest part of this queer old world 

Is that like will join with like, 

And who walks with love for his fellow men 

An answering love will strike. 

 

If you walk in honour, then honest men 

Will meet you along the way; 

But if you be false, you will find men false 

Wherever you chance to stray. 

For good breeds good, and the bad breeds bad; 

We are met by the traits we show. 

Love will find a friend at the stranger's door 

Where hate would find a foe. 

 

For each of us builds the world he knows, 

Which only himself can spoil; 

And an hour of hate or an hour of shame 

Can ruin a life of toil. 

And though to the utmost ends of earth 

Your duty may bid you fare, 

If you walk with truth and a friendly heart, 

You will find friends waiting there. 

 

From St Dunstan's Church, Cranbrook, Kent. 

Submitted by Jenny Yendell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Netherexe Church 
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Legal Eagle 

 
Battersea Park is regarded by many as being one of 

London’s finest. The Park was built between 1854 

and 1870, it occupies marshland reclaimed from the 

Thames and was formerly used as a market garden. 

The Park comprises 200 acres and provides a variety 

of opportunity for leisure and recreation; one such, 

being the playing of cricket. Indeed, cricket has been 

played at the Park for over 160 years. 

 

On the evening of the 28th August 2014, Phoebe 

Lewis was walking, with a companion, along a path 

which ran alongside a part of the Park on which a 

cricket match was being played. Only few spectators 

watched the match.  Ms Lewis heard a shout from the 

pitch and turned her head to the left and inclined it 

upwards. At this point, Ms Lewis was hit in her left 

eye by a cricket ball. Ms Lewis suffered a serious eye 

injury and subsequently sued Wandsworth Borough 

Council in negligence. 

 

Regular readers of Legal Eagle will know that to be 

successful in a negligence action, the claimant must 

prove three things, namely, that they were owed a 

duty of care by the defendant; that the defendant was 

in breach of their duty of care; and that the harm 

suffered by the claimant was suffered as a 

consequence of the breach. 

 

When the matter came before the court at first 

instance it was accepted that the Council owed Ms 

Lewis a duty of care. The issue, therefore, to be 

decided, was whether the Council had breached the 

duty of care owed to Ms Lewis. The basic test for 

establishing breach of duty is to be found in Blyth -

v- Birmingham Waterworks co [1856] and is 

known as the ‘reasonable person’ test; did the 

defendant act in a way that a reasonable person 

would have acted when placed in the circumstances 

of the defendant? 

 

 In order to decide the question a court will consider 

a number of matters, one of which, being the 

magnitude of the risk. The greater the risk of harm 

from the activity, the greater the degree of care which 

must be taken. Ms Lewis argued that warning notices 

should have been posted by the Council making path 

users aware of the risk of using the path whilst a 

match was in progress. 

 

A not dissimilar situation arose in the case of Bolton 

-v- Stone [1951]. The claimant, Miss Stone, was 

struck by a cricket ball hit out of a ground at 

Cheetham Hill, Manchester. The ground was 

surrounded by a fence, the top of which, due to the 

slope of the ground, was 17 feet above the level of 

the pitch. The fence was 78 yards from the striker, 

and the claimant, when hit, was 100 yards away. One 

member of the club said that he thought that about 

six balls had been hit out of the ground in 28 years, 

none causing any injury. The House of Lords held 

that the club had done all that might reasonably have 

been expected of them in seeking to minimise the 

risk to those using the highway outside of the ground. 

In Bolton -v- Stone, the existence of the risk had 

been acknowledged, and steps taken to deal with it. 

Ms Lewis argued that Wandsworth Borough Council 

should have recognised the existence of the risk to 

those using the path and taken steps, by way of 

warning notices, to enable path users to be aware of 

the risk. At first instance, the Recorder agreed that 

there was a substantial risk of harm and that the 

Council had breached its duty of care in not erecting 

warning notices. Ms Lewis was awarded £17,000 in 

damages and an equal sum by way of costs. 

 

The Council appealed to the High Court; the appeal 

was heard by Mr Justice Stewart on the 26th 

November 2020. 

 

In evidence at the original trial Ms Lewis had said, “I 

did not know that cricket played in a public park was 

played with a real cricket ball…If there had been a 

sign, I think I would have noticed it … The risk of a 

cricket ball crossing this boundary is obvious to me, 

whether it is completely in the air or bounces before 

crossing the path or hitting someone. I find it hard to 

believe that the council appears to have taken no 

precautions.” 

 

Mr Justice Stewart allowed the appeal by the 

Council; the judge found that the prospect of an 

accident was remote. Maps were produced in court 

showing that the path on which the incident occurred 

and the pitch on which the match was being played, 

had been in use since 1897 with very few recorded 

incidents of path users coming to harm as a result of 

being hit by a cricket ball. The judge also found that 

there was no need to warn of the existence of the, 

albeit, remote risk, as it was obvious. A point 

acknowledged by Ms Lewis in her evidence.  

 

In delivering his judgement, the judge said when 

speaking of Ms Lewis, “…that there were in her full 

field of vision, 13, presumably adult male cricketers 

wearing whites … What I frankly fail to understand 

is how the [Recorder] could envisage that a cricket 

match played by adult men could be assumed by any 

reasonable passer-by to be using a soft ball … 

particularly so if they were wearing whites and 

therefore playing what would appear to be a serious 

match.” 

 

Clive Hamblin 
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Positive speculation about 
vaccination 
 

This is the first time in 10 months that I feel 

relatively confident in being able to predict what will 

have happened by the time you are reading this. The 

practice has had a frantic last 2 weeks and as a result 

by the end of January we will have vaccinated all of 

our patients over 80 and the majority of patients in 

the next 2 groups; patients over 70 and those with 

clinical conditions that make them extremely 

vulnerable. As I write, we have run 7 clinics in 

the last week and visited all our housebound patients 

to give them a vaccine. This has been a remarkable 

piece of work involving everyone at the surgery and 

working closely with our neighbouring practices in 

Cullompton. For those offered the vaccine there has 

been almost 100% acceptance and an enormous 

thank you to everyone who made the clinics run so 

well – nobody missed appointments and flow through 

the clinics was smooth and extremely safe. 

By the end of January, a mass vaccination centre will 

have opened at Westpoint. Patients will receive 

letters offering them an appointment for a first 

vaccination and I would encourage you to take this 

up unless you are already booked in for a clinic with 

Wyndham House. As always within the NHS, the 

connection between national and local organisation is 

not as coordinated as we would hope for. Vaccine 

delivery to GP practices has been unpredictable. We 

were due to receive our first delivery in mid-

December and this was cancelled at very short notice. 

We then waited for 4 weeks with no news until, like 

the proverbial bus, we received 3 deliveries in 8 days. 

The opening of Westpoint is likely to affect our 

vaccine supply and so the timetable for our clinics in 

February remains unpredictable. Up until now we 

have been phoning patients to arrange appointments 

but moving forward into the younger groups, we will 

take advantage of this population being more 

accessible by mobile phone and email. Please ensure 

that the contact details we have on your notes are up 

to date. When we receive supplies, we will be 

sending texts and emails to patients asking them to 

book appointments. You will receive either a letter, a 

text or an email (possibly all three), please follow the 

instructions to book your vaccine at the earliest 

opportunity for you. It is important to reiterate that 

everyone requires two doses of the vaccine. The 

current plan is for these to be 12 weeks apart and so 

we will be running second dose clinics in April.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please do not ring the surgery asking for details about 

vaccination, wait for us to contact you. Whilst 

relatively confident about predicting what will 

happen in the next two weeks, I will not chance my 

clairvoyancy any further. Covid is going to be with 

us for some time and Devon has been extremely 

lucky so far. ‘Hands, Face, Space’ rules remain the 

most important weapon against the spread of the 

virus. However, the enormous positive and universal 

uptake of the vaccine, along with the successful 

delivery during January, leaves me feeling very 

positive about the months ahead. 
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Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
A belated Happy New Year to all readers, and hope 

you are all managing in these challenging times. To 

look on the optimistic side, the days are getting 

longer, the snowdrops are coming out, and we are all 

getting nearer our vaccinations – indeed some of you 

will already have had one by the time you read this. 

The tennis club held a Christmas tournament again 

this year, with twelve players running off the 

excesses of Christmas dinners in an American style 

mixed doubles event. This year there were no prizes 

for best fancy dress, but the sprouts boxer shorts 

would have won if there had been! 

 

Not long after the tournament we were back in 

lockdown with the courts and clubhouse firmly 

locked yet again. We hope that it won’t be too long 

until we can get back on court again, and would 

encourage anyone interested in joining to check out 

our website www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk. 

The membership year starts at the beginning of April; 

we have very competitive rates, a great new court 

surface, new LED lights and a refurbished and 

extended clubhouse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Tournament pictured below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, here is a short tennis quiz to help while away 

lockdown! 

  

1)In tennis what is a bagel? 

2)Name the four tennis Grand Slams held every year 

3)In which Swiss city was Roger Federer born? 

4) How many Olympic gold medals has Andy 

Murray won? 

5) In which year was Federer and Nadal’s epic 

Wimbledon final that ended at 9.15pm, in the dark, 

the year before the roof was installed on the Centre 

Court? 

6) What is the name of the electronic line judge used 

to help adjudicate close line calls? 

7) What is the minimum number of points required to 

win a tie break? 

8) Who was the youngest and the first unseeded 

player to win the men’s singles at Wimbledon? 

9)How high is a tennis net in the centre? 

10)Where is the French Open held? 

 

Answers: 

1) When a set is won 6-0                                                                    

2) Australian Open, French Open, Wimbledon, US 

Open              

3) Basel                                                                                                   

4) 2 

5) 2008 

6)  Hawkeye 

7) 7 

8) 8) Boris Becker 
9) 36” or 90 cm  

10)  Stade Roland Gaross, Paris 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

about:blank
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The Garden in February  

 

So here we are again, January, and Devon never 

sleeps! Walking around the lanes the early growers are 

already peeping their heads above the autumn detritus. 

The Galium aparine commonly known as cleavers is 

sprinting out of the starting block in the hedges hoping 

to keep its head in the light and ready to swamp all 

slower starters.  

 

Cleavers enjoys the sunny side so, for more varied 

plants, sometimes it’s the shady but colder side of the 

hedgerows that have the variety, but growth here is 

always slower. 

 

Primroses, snowdrops, early daffodils, violets and 

cyclamen are all to be found round and about. Don’t be 

surprised to find  snowdrops and daffodils out already. 

Both species have many categories, some early 

varieties and some later. Daffodils, in particular, 

flower from January through to April depending on 

which variety is planted. Be careful walking around 

your garden as it’s easy to step on awakening bulbs 

and damage them. 

 

Not only our welcome spring plants make an 

appearance now. There is a group of weeds especially 

fond of flower beds called ephemeral weeds. These 

clever little plants are annuals that germinate at low 

temperatures. Within six weeks they have flowered 

and set more seed for the next generation to take over. 

Such weeds as hairy bitter cress, groundsel, shepherds 

purse and chickweed belong in this category. They 

also have an ability to set seed whilst very small. The 

more you weed them the smaller they grow and set 

seed, clever manipulators. Make sure you do a 

thorough job when weeding these out. 

 

 So, Neville, now that your time is not taken up with 

editing Focus, on to the main task of the next couple of 

months, pruning. I can hear the collective groan. We 

are talking mainly fruit trees and bushes at the 

moment. I would leave roses until the end of February 

and Buddleias until March. The fruit you must not 

prune now are plums, cherries, apricots etc, anything 

with one stone. These are susceptible to invasive 

diseases in cold weather. Leave these plants until late 

spring or early summer. We are talking about pruning 

soft fruit such as berries and currants, black, white, 

red, gooseberries etc. and apples and pears. All these 

are dormant now, the leaves have dropped and you can 

see their structure. 

 

I always say now, that the trouble with this pruning is 

that it’s only once a year. It needs a special effort from 

the gardener to collect  ones thoughts, check the 

secateurs and bravely make a start. There are some 

hard and fast rules that can be followed.  

1.  Never prune in wet or freezing conditions. The 

pruning cuts need a few hours to heal, preferably 24 

hours. This prevents disease entering the plant. 

 

2.  Think about how much you want to prune the tree 

or bush before you start. 

 

3.  Check and remind yourself from books or on line 

what to do if you feel unsure. I always have a look just 

to refresh the memory. 

 

4.  Walk all round the tree or bush before you begin 

and when pruning commences continue to prune all 

round not just on one side for a balanced result. This 

will also prevent you from taking off too much. 

 

5.  Remember the three first rules, dead, diseased and 

crossing. Always start with removing these first. 

 

6.  Remember that you are pruning for size control and 

to encourage light and air to reach the fruiting buds. 

 

NB:- An unpruned tree or shrub will give you lots of 

smaller sized fruits. The tree wishes to set seed for the 

future, not for your culinary delights. Further, if you 

prune out too much in one go the plant will try to 

recover and sprout lots of whippy shoots, not what you 

want. Be patient with an overgrown tree or shrub, it 

can take years to prune it back to better production. 

 

One more piece of advice, don’t panic if you 

accidently cut the wrong branch. It will grow another 

one to take over eventually! Trees are very forgiving. 

This was good advice from my previous head 

gardener. 

 

So there you have it, Neville, get this important job 

done now when conditions are right and then you will 

be ready for all the jobs I’ve got lined up for you next 

month! 

                   Good luck everyone with the pruning and 

whatever you manage to do in the garden…. Enjoy! 

 

                         Happy gardening,      Lorraine 

 

 

 

 

 

 I should like to thank Neville for judging the 

Christmas quiz which was very close. The winner 

is….Sue Renison Congratulations Sue. A bottle of 

wine will be winging its way to you and this follows. 

Thank you to all the entrants. 
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Sue’s entry was: 

 

On the first day of Christmas my true love sent to me a 

parsnip in a pear tree; 

On the second day...two turnip heads; 

On the third day...three French beans; 

On the fourth day...four cauliflowers; 

On the fifth day...five Granny Smiths; 

On the sixth day...six Gallic garlics; 

On the seventh day...seven squashes screeching; 

On the eighth day...eight marrows moaning; 

On the ninth day...nine ladies fingers; 

On the tenth day...ten leeks a-limping; 

On the eleventh day...eleven pea pods popping; 

On the twelfth day...twelve dozen damsons. 

 

 

The Sky at Night 
 

Jupiter: beauty AND beast - or King of the 

Gods? 

 

Held in the highest esteem by skygazers over 

millenia, variously known as God of War, Bringer 

of Jollity and Father of Mars; also preserved in the 

phrase ‘by Jove’, Jupiter is a serious neighbour to 

have in our solar system. An interesting and 

musical reference is given in: 

https://www.eif.co.uk/about/learning-and-

engagement/our-work-with-children/holsts-the-

planets-learning-resources/jupiter-the-bringer-of-

jollity 

 

A clue to Jupiter’s history and status is reflected in 

its sheer gaseous size. Light is super-fast and 

could travel 7 times around our Earth in one 

second. The same beam of light would take about 

ten times longer to get around Jupiter’s girth! It’s 

difficult to recall all of the epithets and 

superlatives used when describing its attributes 

and the influence that it exerts. Suffice to say, you 

can take all the other planets, moons, comets and 

asteroids, even Saturn, and they would all 

comfortably fit beneath Jupiter’s swirling, stormy 

cloud tops. 

 

The origins of our beautiful solar system were 

simply a large cloud (nebula) of amorphous, 

mainly hydrogen gas which, under the effect of 

gravity, began to contract into a rapidly rotating 

disc of heating-up gases. The Sun formed from 

this exotic cauldron. As a gas giant, Jupiter’s 

largest constituents are hydrogen and helium, 

which is quite strange, given that the early Sun 

necessarily sucked up most of the gas that it 

needed to grow into a mature star. This tells us 

that it was the first planet to form, probably with a 

small, dusty seed-core. 

 

The early Jupiter started life in an orbit not very 

close to the Sun. In its Jovian adolescence it broke 

free, wandering closer in. Any rocky planets near 

its path would have been shaken around and 

ultimately collided with each other creating 

kamikaze debris that fell into the Sun. Meanwhile, 

with Saturn forming, a new gravitational pull 

helped it to find a more stable position further 

away and closer to the new Saturn. Such 

movements have been modelled and the 

significant effects were to allow the late creation 

of the small, rocky planets, including our Earth, 

with small atmospheres. Without Jupiter’s exit 

from the inner solar system, it’s unlikely that 

Earth would ever have existed in the ‘Goldilocks 

zone’ - close enough to the Sun to find heat but far 

enough away not to boil away its seas and lose its 

atmosphere. 

 

The Red spot, emblematic of all early telescopists’ 

accounts of the planet, is a storm large enough to 

swallow our Earth whole twice over.(see photos 

on back page) 

 

 Over the last few centuries it has been getting 

smaller, noticeably in the last two decades. Why 

have any storms in these chilly outer reaches of 

space? Well, one Jovian surprise is that, despite its 

size, Jupiter rotates once every ten hours, the 

shortest daily cycle of any planet. At the equator 

the upper clouds (see photo) are travelling at an 

insane 25,000 mph, providing enough friction for 

spectacular electric lightning storms. Mixtures of 

ice, water and ammonia play with other chemicals 

such as phosphorus, sulphur and even oils to add 

red, yellow and blue colours to the broiling 

inferno. The band at the equator travels in one 

direction, whilst several more bands rotate, each 

one in the opposite direction to its neighbours. A 

great video is shown here: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqQp6gjYN

AI 

 

Likewise, the atmosphere is stratified into distinct, 

but hellishly unnatural layers, becoming 

https://www.eif.co.uk/about/learning-and-engagement/our-work-with-children/holsts-the-planets-learning-resources/jupiter-the-bringer-of-jollity
https://www.eif.co.uk/about/learning-and-engagement/our-work-with-children/holsts-the-planets-learning-resources/jupiter-the-bringer-of-jollity
https://www.eif.co.uk/about/learning-and-engagement/our-work-with-children/holsts-the-planets-learning-resources/jupiter-the-bringer-of-jollity
https://www.eif.co.uk/about/learning-and-engagement/our-work-with-children/holsts-the-planets-learning-resources/jupiter-the-bringer-of-jollity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqQp6gjYNAI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqQp6gjYNAI


Focus on Thorverton  33   Vol 52 No1 February 2021 
 

 

increasingly heavy as you travel down to its 

depths. Firstly, the clouds are 30 miles  

thick(Earth’s are 10miles) followed by a clearer 

layer of hydrogen/helium 13,000 miles thick 

(Earth’s diameter is only 8,000 miles). The upper 

section of this turgid layer rises and falls like a 

crazy rollercoaster as it is heated up at its base 

then cools near Jupiter’s surface. This layer is 

something of a maelstrom as its gases gradually  

 

 

liquefy under the crushing weight the closer you 

get to the planet’s centre. A journey through this 

layer most likely resembles walking out of 

superheated steam into an even hotter, heavy 

waterfall that enters a boiling sea. Unbelievably, 

the transparent sea washes over another, 

otherworldly sea of heavy, metallic hydrogen - 

think of mercury, or lava, except it’s 25,000 miles 

deep and around 30,000 degrees. Considering our 

journey started at the minus 140 degree cloud tops 

it’s been quite a temperature gradient. 

 

Jupiter has upwards of 70 moons, but it’s the four 

largest which have caught most attention over the 

last four centuries, visible with strong binoculars! 

Firstly, Galileo spotted their strange motion, 

establishing his theory that they were orbiting 

Jupiter. The Earth-centric paradigm crumbled, 

ushering in the second half of the Renaissance. 

Ganymede is the largest Moon. 

 

 It has light and dark patches with canyons and 

craters. Next, Io, is covered, then re-covered in 

sulphurous lava. Europa is a whitish sphere 

covered in cracks, whilst Callisto is just riven with 

craters. More on these anon. 

 

Photo of Jupiter taken from the Juno satellite 

mission keep revealing more wonders - Bringer of 

Joy or King of the Gods: you decide! 

 

 
 

Peter Hargood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recipe 2 
 

 

Baked bananas 

Allow 1 ripe banana for each serving, peel, cut in half 

and place in a buttered ovenproof dish. Sprinkle over a 

little grated orange zest, and moisten with a squeeze of 

orange juice. Sweeten with honey, demerara sugar or 

mincemeat to taste, and bake in a hot oven for 10 to 15 

minutes. These are good with ice cream or crème 

fraiche. 

 
Paul Cleave 
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Puzzles 
 

Here are the solutions to the puzzles that appeared in 

the last Focus (I have not given the completed Su 

Doku grid): 

 

Set Square 

ABC Logic 

 

Mixing the Wine 

The mixture will contain 7/24 wine and 17/24 water. 

 

Now to this month’s puzzles: 

 

A Calendar Puzzle 

 

Under our present calendar rules, the first day of a 

century can never fall on a Sunday or a Wednesday or 

a Friday. Can anyone explain why this is so? 

 

Figures for Letters 

 

Can you work out what number each of the letters of 

the alphabet from A to I stand for if the following sum 

is correct? 

 

A B C D  x  E F G H I  =  A C G E F H I B D  

 

 

 

Su Doku 

 

Here is another Su Doku puzzle (each horizontal and 

vertical line must contain each of the numbers from 

one to nine): 

 

 

 

Dominoes 

 

I laid out a complete set of dominoes (ie 28 tiles, each 

with different combinations of two numbers from 0 to 

6 with every combination used just once) to give the 

following pattern. Can you show the placing of each 

dual tile? To give an example, the 6 at the right-hand 

side in the top row might have been a 4-6 (going 

horizontally in the grid) or a 6-6 (going vertically) – 

you will need to deduce which. 

 

1 

 

1 2 3 3 5 4 6 

1 

 

4 6 4 0 6 4 6 

5 

 

1 6 3 3 2 2 1 

3 

 

1 3 6 6 2 4 4 

2 

 

2 5 5 3 1 4 0 

2 

 

6 5 0 1 2 0 5 

5 

 

5 4 0 0 0 0 3 

 

 

2 

 

x 

 

8 

 

+ 

 

4 

 

= 20 

 

x 

  

x 

  

+ 

 

 

 

9 

 

x 

 

3 

 

- 

 

1 

 

= 26 

 

- 

  

- 

  

÷ 

 

 

7 

 

x 

 

6 

 

x 

 

5 

 

 

= 210 

 

= 11 

 

 

 

= 18 

  

= 1 

 

 A  C  C  

 

 

  

B 

 

C 

 

A 

  

 

A 

 

 

  

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

C 

 

A 

 

A 

 

C 

 

B 

   

B 

 

B 

 

B 

   

C 

 

A 

 

 

 

C 

 

C 

 

A 

   

B 

 

B 

 C  B C B  

4 5 2 8 3     

1  8   5    

    7   8 2 

  1    3  5 

  7 5 1 2 6   

5  6    8   

8 2   5     

   9   2  8 

    2 8 4 6 3 
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Snowfall    A poem written by the late Doreen Beer 

 

Snow came down and down – 

Like down from some great skybird’s breast, 

Soft, white, soft nestling down, 

Obscuring distant crest. 

 

It clothed branch, twig and blade, 

Smothered wall and hedge, 

Feathered all the fleecy flock 

And the cat upon the ledge. 

 

Snow came down and down, 

Over countryside and town 

And quilted white all grey and brown, 

Beneath a massive eiderdown. 

 

The snow came down and down, 

Each fir tree wore a velvet gown. 

In the silvered morning light, 

Folk beheld a wondrous sight, 

As snow came down. 

 
 
 
 
 
Thorverton School 
 

 

Dated18 Dec 2020 
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Adverts 
 

  
 

 

 

Get your business known 

in Thorverton. 

Advertise here for just £4 

per month for a ¼ page 

in black and white or in 

colour on the middle 

pages for just £8 per 

month. 
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Iain Clarke  
Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 
Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 

Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 
Planting 

Garden Maintenance 

Advice 
30 + Years in Horticulture 
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The RUFFWELL with its keen owner and team of 

professional staff is happy to be looking after local 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Our excellent Carvery is open currently Thurs-Sun inc 

lunchtimes and evenings and all day on Sunday. 

 

Our BAR FOOD MENU is fully operational and is 

available all day. We also serve a lovely all day Breakfast 

and have a fabulous SPECIALS MENU. 

 

Our FUNCTION ROOM is fully operational and we will 

be pleased to quote for your special function. 

 

Tel: 01392 860377 
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PERSONAL TRAINING & MENTAL 

HEALTH FITNESS 

 
Mental health nurse & award winning personal 

trainer offering a holistic approach to person al 

training at Sole2Soul's fully equipped gym 

studio in Netherexe.  

sole2soulfitness@gmail.com  

 

www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk   

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

mailto:sole2soulfitness@gmail.com
http://www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk/
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M BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Postcards of Thorverton  

 
Lovely photos taken by Alex and Sam Fice 

available from the Post Office and the Berry 

Dairy  

All proceeds in aid of the Thorverton pre-school  
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 
 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

Also now offering all aspects of tree surgery

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com


Focus on Thorverton  51   Vol 52 No1 February 2021 
 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  52   Vol 52 No1 February 2021 
 

 

 

  

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  53   Vol 52 No1 February 2021 
 

 

Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Rector      Rev. Katie Cross, 01392 759612 , email: katie.cross@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 
 

Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)  Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk             Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU.   
Phone: 01392 861228. 

 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
       Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30 for newspapers only. 
Business Manager:     Jan Hamilton  07764461575. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:katie.cross@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MOST  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 
 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
 

Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 
Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 
 

Focus Magazine        Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: John Slater, Ye Olde Pounde, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock, 01884 855450. 
 Programme Secretary: Graham Wills 860895. 

 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 

 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

February 1st and 15th      February 8th and 22nd 

March 1st and 15th      March8th and 22nd 

 

Mobile Library 
Service currently suspended 
 

Union Flag Flying days in February 
6 February Her Majesty’s Accession 

19 February Birthday of the Duke of York 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

Bus Services 
The majority of bus services resumed from 14th June, as below. The temporary pre-9.30 free travel concession for 

National Bus Pass-holders was withdrawn to help ensure capacity for workers during peak hours. 
 

Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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Editor Retires After 15 Years  
 

Neville Lane retired as editor of Focus after more than 15 years (169 editions to be precise). His retirement from 

the role was marked by a very small, distanced presentation in December at which the Focus chairman, Michael 

Ayre presented him with an engraved tankard and some edibles!  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some reminders of Neville’s time as editor: 

 

 


