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Editorial 
 

Hello all,  

 

Well, we’re still not out of the woods yet with 

Coronavirus, but, with the success of the vaccine 

roll-out and with Spring around the corner, there’s 

definitely a growing sense of optimism that things 

could get back to normal sometime soon.  

 

Although the last 12 months have been a struggle for 

everyone, I think there are some positives we can 

draw from this experience, and I’m sure when we get 

through it, we’ll cherish the simple times that we 

used to take for granted like going to the pub or 

having a coffee with friends.  

 

I also get the feeling that people are a little bit kinder 

with each other these days, which leads me on to a 

lovely story following a note I received recently. It 

was from Sylv Gregory who I’ve not had the pleasure 

of meeting but I’m sure a lot of you know her as 

she’s lived in the village for more than 50 years. She 

wanted me to thank the kind person who popped an 

‘Act of Kindness’ card through her letterbox. She 

mentioned that it was the little things and the 

thoughts of others that matter most – how right she 

is! I also want to say thank you to Sylv because in 

this note, she welcomed me to the village and wished 

me well in the new role of Editor.  

 

. 
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In this world where everyone seems connected to 

some sort of screen, instead of receiving an email or 

text, a hand-written note seemed really personal and I 

loved reading it, as I’m sure Sylv loved reading her 

kindness card.  

 

As per last month, there still isn’t much happening in 

the village but there’s a wide range of stories and 

articles in this month’s edition of Focus to keep you 

entertained. Also, just a reminder that the Focus 

AGM is on 3rd March (see notice on page 2), and if 

there’s anyone that wants to join, please email me 

and I’ll give you the meeting link. 

 

All our welcome to join the AGM, and 

representatives of any village organisations are 

particularly welcome as a key aim of Focus is to 

work with these groups for the benefit of Thorverton 

residents. This is even more important now where we 

could all do with a boost. Focus may be able to play a 

part in this but we do need to hear from people how it 

can do that. The AGM provides a perfect 

opportunity. 

 

John Slater  

Focus Editor  
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Letters 

From Helen Ratcliffe 

With the anniversary of the start of the first 

lockdown looming later this month, I'm sure I'm 

not alone in the village in wanting to express 

heartfelt thanks to Heather and Royston Kershaw 

for their dedication and organisational skills in 

preparing and delivering newspapers and 

magazines (and Focus itself!) for so many people 

in and around our village. Of course, there's an 

army of willing volunteers to help with the 

deliveries, and thanks to them too, but between 

them, Heather and Royston haven't missed a day. 

They have certainly gone above and beyond in 

helping to keep our village safe. Thank you both. 

 

 

 

Have Focus delivered to your door 
 

Yes, you can have Focus delivered to your door each 

month and at a price of just £5 for a year's worth of 

11 fantastic editions. 

 

 We have delivery rounds covering Broadlands, 

Bullen's Close, Cleaves Close, Lynch Close, Lynch 

Road, The Glebe, The Bury/Berry, Dinneford Street, 

Bullen Street, Berrisbridge, Raddon, Latchmore 

Green and Upexe. So, if you live in one of those 

roads/areas please let us know if you would like to be 

added to the delivery round. 

 

 But if you live in another not too far outlying road, 

such as Jericho Street, Silver Street or Court Barton 

Close, do contact us and we will see if we can make 

arrangements for delivery. 

 

Please contact either Fiona Harrison (01392 966861) 

or Neville Lane (01392 861062) or send an email 

to thorvertonfocus@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding from Focus 
 

Do you need some assistance with funding? Focus is 

in the fortunate position of having some money 

available, which the Focus Committee would like to 

make available to help the village.   

 

If you want to apply for funding, please write or 

email the Focus Editor. The Committee will take into 

consideration the benefit to the village (although this 

will not necessarily just be the number of villagers 

likely to be positively affected) and what other 

sources of funding the requester might have. The 

Committee would not normally expect Focus to 

provide all of the funds for a project. Please do not 

incur any expenditure before any decision has been 

made on your application. 

 

The Focus funding committee recently pledged £500 

towards the purchase of a second defibrillator for the 

village. 

 

 

Focus on Thorverton 

AGM 2021 
 

Wednesday 3rd March, 

7.30pm  
 

by way of Zoom: 
Meeting ID: 889 6324 3450 

Passcode: 201346 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88963243450?p

wd=aVhBdW4rTlJCOFltay90c0JVRUc0Zz09 

 

or contact the Focus team at 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com for a link. 

 

All welcome 
 

Could you help to make this 

magazine better still? 
 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88963243450?pwd=aVhBdW4rTlJCOFltay90c0JVRUc0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88963243450?pwd=aVhBdW4rTlJCOFltay90c0JVRUc0Zz09
mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Eulogy  
 

Roy Barton  - May 1938 – February 2021 
 

Roy Barton sadly passed away on Friday 19th 

February at the care home in Sidmouth where he had 

been a resident for the past few months.  Roy was a 

real gentleman, and a much-loved figure in 

Thorverton, and in recent years at the Big Breakfast 

at the monthly Saturday Market in the Memorial 

Hall.  Always willing to give a helping hand, he was 

also a great supporter of the Arts Festival Café where 

he came for lunch frequently, often with Jane or 

other friends and always on his birthday which 

generally fell in Arts Festival Week.  He was a keen 

member of the Historical Society, and had been a 

familiar and friendly figure taking his dog (in latter 

years Pepper) on the Millennium Green.  He had 

been an active Trustee of the Millennium Green 

Trust from 2007 to 2015 and his advice and work 

were enormously appreciated.   
 

Roy worked at Siemens Telecommunications in his 

younger days, and then in design at Cable and 

Wireless Communications.  He taught 

Telecommunications at the S.E. London Technical 

College in Lewisham, where he became Head of 

Department.  Roy nursed both of his parents in 

Catford until their deaths, after which he retired in 

his 50s and moved to the bungalow in Latchmore 

Green.  During this time he met his companion Jane 

Hudson from Brixham.  Roy was extremely 

interested in vintage motors and was an enthusiastic 

member of the Association of Pioneer Motorcyclists. 

He was a keen sailor and built his own Mirror 

Dinghy, which he named Flying Wild. 
 

Roy was a private and self-effacing man and did not 

want a funeral service, but his friend Jacqui Rice has 

suggested we hold a little ceremony and plant a tree 

in his memory on the Millennium Green on Sunday 

16th May which would have been his 83rd birthday.   
 

Donations in memory of Roy would be greatly 

appreciated by his favourite charity: Hospiscare, 

Searle House, Dryden Road, Exeter, Devon, EX2 

5JJ.  Tel: 01392 688000. 

 

 

           

 
 

  
From Sue Doyle (Lee White’s daughter) 

 

Thank you for letting us know that Roy Barton has 

died. The suggestion of a ceremony for 

Roy in May on the Millennium Green is a lovely 

idea. I wonder if we will be allowed to 

travel by then.  

Penny and I would like to say that Roy was such a 

kind, thoughtful man and a loyal friend to 

mum. On many occasions he would leave flowers on 

her back doorstep.  

 

It is indeed the end of an era!  
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Thorverton Parish Council 
The information in this report has been extracted from the 

meeting minutes of February 9th 2021. The full minutes can be found 

on the Parish Council’s Website or on the noticeboard in School 

Lane. The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 9th March 2021 

by way of Zoom. Clerk: Alison Marshall thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk   

 

Report a Problem to DCC Highways: Potholes, blocked drains, street light issues and much more can be reported 

to DCC Highways by using this on-line link: www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem  

Speeding vehicles: Due to reports of an increase in speeding vehicles in the village it was resolved to investigate 

the ’20 is Plenty’ scheme to see whether this would be appropriate for Thorverton. Details on this can be found 

elsewhere in Focus and you are invited to have your say.  

School Lane junction safety mirror:  A response from DCC Highways was awaited. It was resolved to request a 

site meeting with DCC Highways in order that solutions to this issue, and others, could be discussed.     

Buses turning at Broadlands: Stagecoach had confirmed that their bus drivers had been asked to take more care 

when turning at the Broadlands junction to avoid the grass verges being churned up, but no improvement had 

been seen. Deterrents were discussed and C/Cllr Squires advised that signs, bollards or large boulders would not 

be permitted by DCC Highways. This matter would be discussed at the requested site meeting with DCC 

Highways.      

Recreation Ground: The new mower is due to arrive in early April. Anyone interested in purchasing the old ride-

on-mower should contact the Clerk by 5pm on 9th March 2021 (thorvertonpc@gmail.com or 01392 861228).  

Footpaths: Way posts have been installed on the fields adjacent to Parliament Cottage clearly indicating the agreed 

route. A fold out map is to be produced showing the parish footpaths and will be available in local outlets. If you 

have any photographs of favourite local walks that you would be happy to have featured in the new leaflet please 

submit them to Cllr Andrew Foster at Andrew.foster@ctc-consultants.com  

Definitive Map Review: It was reported that DCC had reviewed the local footpaths in the 1990s and that there 

were only two further paths, near Lee Cross and Prowse’s Barn, that are likely to form part of the final decision in 

2025. It was noted that the footpath at Parliament Cottage had been tidied up to a great extent.    

New bench in memory of Sybil Tulloch Dec’d: Sybil’s family have donated a lovely new wooden bench in her 

memory, for all to use, which will be located in the Barliabins area, off Dark Lane, overlooking the car park.   

March 2021 Census: Full information can be found on the MDDC or Parish Council websites.   

Second Defibrillator: The second defibrillator should be in place at the WI Hut by the time you read this note.  

The first machine is located outside of the Doctors Surgery in The Bury.  Thank you once again to all those who 

contributed funds in order to make the purchase of the second machine possible.   

Electric car charging point: The possibility of a facility in the car park is being investigated.      

Dog fouling: The ever increasing issue of dog fouling around the village was discussed and a review of village dog 

and rubbish bins would feature on next month’s meeting agenda. As there is little that the PC can do about this 

matter residents are asked to contact MDDC direct with any issues, and evidence if possible, as MDDC is able to 

issue substantial fines to irresponsible dog owners.      

Aims of Thorverton Parish Council: The document has been reviewed and updated. A copy can be found on the 

Parish Council’s website.   

New Cemetery: It was resolved to contract HL Architects Ltd to support with the planning application process.  

Next meeting: March 9th 2021, 7pm, by way of Zoom. The joining instructions can be obtained from the Clerk or 

located on the meeting agenda. All are welcome to attend to have a say or just to listen in.  

Your Parish Council: Neville Lane (Chairman), Andrew Foster (Vice Chairman), Stuart Crang, Sam Fice, John 

Hodge, Adam McKee, Trevor Sanders, Graham Sims, David Waldron and Keeley Wells. Clerk: Alison Marshall. 

Handyman: Neville Matthews.  

 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Council’s Aims are: 

 

• To care for the wellbeing of our community. 

• To engage with the community and encourage community activities.  

• To maintain the appearance, and environment in which we live; ensuring that these changes do not cause 

future harm. 

• To be well managed, providing sound governance and financial management, and be an exemplar 

employer. 

How are we going to achieve these Aims? 

The Parish Council’s Objectives are: 

Aim 1: To care for the wellbeing of our community. 

• Have an emergency plan. 

• Support the C19 Group for Thorverton.  

• To support the work of village and voluntary organisations through access to our grants, providing 

practical support where appropriate. 

• To promote a safer community through liaison with DCC Highways Department, local Police and the 

Neighbourhood Speed Watch. 

Aim 2: To engage with the community and encourage community activities. 

• To communicate with our residents, relate their views, needs and aspirations to the appropriate statutory 

and non-governmental bodies. To work with these organisations to ensure services and future development 

are responsive to local needs. 

• To increase public involvement through being open, transparent and accountable to our residents by: 

- providing a public forum at every Parish Council meeting, 

- facilitating the Annual Parish Meeting, 

- consulting those affected on planning applications and other matters, 

- reporting our activities, finances etc. through Noticeboards, the Thorverton Parish Council web site and the 

Thorverton village community Facebook page seeking feedback. 

• To respond on time to all planning applications and other statutory consultations. 

Aim 3:  To maintain the appearance, and environment in which we live; ensuring that these changes do not cause 

future harm. 

• Our Handyperson provides a service to maintain the appearance of our parish including the Quarry Car 

Park, Jubilee Green and Leigh Gardens.  

• Annual community tidy-up days (subject to Covid 19 restrictions) 

• The Thorverton Arms is listed as a Community Asset.  

• The Recreation Ground with its exercise and play equipment is kept in good condition with annual safety 

checks on all play and exercise equipment. 

• Provide allotments for use of the community  

Aim 4:  To be well managed, providing sound governance and financial management, and be an exemplar 

employer. 

• To maintain up-to-date Governance documents e.g., Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Register, 

etc. that comply with latest guidance and are fit-for-purpose. 

• To produce and circulate comprehensive and timely Council Agendas, Discussion Papers and Minutes to 

Cllrs and residents. 

• To reach sound decisions taking into account all the information necessary. 

• To maintain detailed and accurate budget statements and financial records that comply with the Council’s 

Financial Regulations, and to produce timely Final Accounts that are to the satisfaction of the internal and 

external auditors. 

• To ensure that the Council complies with Government rules and regulations as to its management, e.g., risk 

management, insurance cover, ‘open government and transparency’. 

Adopted by TPC on 09/02/2021 
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Notices  
 

Parishioners, 

 

One of the council’s main aims is to make 

Thorverton a safer place to live.  We have spoken 

about the amount of traffic that uses this village and 

the increased speeds that are seen daily.  We would 

like to consult with you all about launching a “20 is 

plenty” project. 

 

Our idea is very similar to what Bradninch have done 

and this is to have signage around the town and on 

the main roads in and out. These signs will be a 

similar size to a ‘for sale’ board with a visual 20 in a 

green circle on a yellow board.   

 

If anyone has any questions, comments or would like 

to help in any way regarding this project then please 

feel free to email Councillor Mckee on 

AdamAMkee@outlook.com 

 

Thorverton Parish Council 

 

 

FOR SALE 

John Deere ride-on-mower  
The Parish Council has secured funding for a new 

ride-on-mower for use at the Recreation Ground. If 

you are interested in purchasing the old ride-on-

mower please get in touch with the Clerk on 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com or 01392 861228 by 5pm, 

Monday 8th March 2021.  Arrangements can be 

made to view the mower at the Recreation Ground.   

Other details: 656cc, petrol, one owner (Thorverton 

Parish Council), serviced annually, in full working 

order, green and yellow in colour. 

 

 

Netherexe Voices 

 
Lockdown can be a stressful and lonely time for all 

of us. In November of last year the Netherexe 

parishes under the guidance of Margaret Lowe and 

the Rev Katie Cross were asking people around the 

villages if there was anu way they could reach out to 

other people and offer support. A small group of 

performers – actors and musicians -mainly based in 

Upton Pyne suggested that they could produce one or 

two podcasts on the theme of Christmas if that was of 

any help -  and so,  the Netherexe Voices was born. 

The response was far greater than anyone had 

anticipated. Two months later, ten episodes have 

already been listed and there are a similar number in 

production. The group has also recruited another 

three performers to help keep up with the demand. 

However whilst their ambitions may have changed 

the format has not; short ten to fifteen minute 

episodes of music , poetry and prose – drawn from 

some of the greatest writers and composers of the 

past. So, if you have a little time to spare or just want 

something to listen to over a coffee break just search 

for Netherexe voices in your favourite search engine, 

itunes or any podcast app. You can also head over to 

www.netherexe.org and follow the link on their home 

page. 

Please let us know what you think. Drop us a line at 

stewart.clapp@gmail.com  and tell us the things you 

like, the things we could do better or perhaps you 

have a suggestion  for something you would like  to 

hear or know of someone who would like to join us. 

We’d love to hear from you. 

 

 

 Podcasts 21 
  

 

Netherexe Voices present: 

Short stories for young and old, poetry and music…. 

March: 

Spring- Love, Hope and A Bit of Drama. 

 

 

 

 

Available Now: 

The Locket by Kate Chopin read by Stewart Clapp: Two lovers separated by 

war but whose fates are tied to the fortunes of a silver locket and chain. 

Love Poems Love in all its moods – well some of them anyway! 

Love Songs including original music from Stuart and Debbie Pearce and  

A Don Giovanni Aria sung by Tim Mirfin. 

Late at Night by Katherine Mansfield read by Catherine Harvey. Virginia 

doesn’t quite get the reply she is hoping for when she sends a man she 

admires a pair of socks! 

From the creator of Dracula…. 

A Gypsy Prophecy by Bram Stoker read by Kate Walsh. A barrister gets more 

than he bargains for when he sets out to question the ability of a group of 

travelling fortune tellers. 
 

mailto:AdamAMkee@outlook.com
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors  

Community Newsletter 
 

 

 

 

          

         

 

 

Light at the end of the Covid-19 tunnel?                       

Seniors being socially engaged & active. 

 

February is the month when, in normal times, we 

have our AGM with the first coach outing of the year 

taking place in March, by which time our Coffee 

Morning and Monday Whist activities will have been 

ongoing since the beginning of the year.  This year 

however, things are different from the word “go” 

because of the Government’s Coronavirus 

restrictions which have been tightened and carried 

over from 2020. Under current rules, gatherings in 

public places (indoor and outdoor) are not, with some 

exceptions, currently permitted meaning that our 

AGM will have to be deferred until later in the year.  

For the same reasons, coffee mornings, coach outings 

and whist are regrettably “on hold” for the time 

being. 

Given the NHS vaccinations programme is well 

under way for most people in our age range, there is 

now perhaps, a chink of “light at the end of the 

tunnel” which may enable some Club activities to 

resume later in the year.  As arrangements for coach 

outings need to be made some months in advance, it 

has been necessary second guess when this might be 

possible.  Ultimately this will of course depend upon 

the reduction of Covid-19 infection rates and 

hopefully with it, a restoration of public confidence. 

Consequently our monthly coach outings programme 

will not commence until June, beginning with a visit 

to Bideford and Hartland Abbey in North Devon on 

02 June.  It may be that that some existing 

restrictions such as social distancing will still be in 

place limiting the number of seats which can be 

occupied (a maximum of 28 on a Blakes 53-seat 

coach).  Hopefully however, by June, the vaccination 

programme together with other measures will have 

started to impact on the infection and mortality rates 

sufficiently to enable the Government to relax travel 

and other restrictions during the last half of the year.  

Any reduction in the number of seats does however 

mean that each seat will cost more.  Whilst Blakes 

coach prices have been held at 2020 levels, outing 

prices have had to be increased to reflect lower 

average coach seat occupancy than has been achieved 

in the past.   This does of course mean that with 

fewer available seats early bookers are best placed to 

bag one of these!   

There is a degree of financial risk for the Club in 

arranging a programme in advance in these 

circumstances but the alternative of waiting until all 

restrictions have been 

relaxed before trying to 

book coach and venues 

might well result in no 

programme for a further 

year bringing into doubt the 

continued existence of the 

Club.  Should it become 

necessary to cancel an outing because of Government 

guidance or in the event unsustainability due to either 

insufficient demand or capacity constraint, a full 

refund with be given. 

 

The list for 2021 destinations below contains venues 

and destinations, many of which were featured in last 

year’s programme (but which due to the coronavirus 

were unable to take place) in which I hope you will 

find something of interest. I have unfortunately not 

been able to include one or two venues where, by 

virtue of combining the venue entry charge and 

higher coach cost the outing price was considered too 

to be too expensive. 

Members will be advised in the next SEVS 

newsletter of full programme details and prices. In 

the meantime these are summarised below. 

 

JUN Bideford & Hartland Abbey   

JUL Canal Cruise Exeter Quay to Exmouth 

AUG Britannia Royal Naval College & Dartmouth 

SEP Port Isaac & Boscastle 

OCT Tavistock (Market) & Plymouth 

NOV Gloucester Quays Christmas Market 

DEC Traditional Christmas Lunch at the Waie Inn 

  

You will be able to book for the 2021 programme 

from the 1st April (by which time the emerging 

coronavirus picture of any future restrictions may be 

a little clearer) by means of completing a separate 

booking form (to be circulated with next Club 

newsletter) and payment by cheque (or cash) for each 

outing.  Another difference in procedure - should 

social distancing continue - is that, in order that a 

coach seating plan can be prepared for each outing 

you will be asked to provide names of every person 

for whom you are making booking.  Also, in line 

with Blakes’ coronavirus procedures, when capacity 

has been reduced because of social distancing rules, 

seats will be allocated to named individuals and it 

will not be possible to change places or move around 

during the coach journey.  At the present time, the 

wearing of face masks is compulsory under 

Government rules and you would not be allowed to 

travel without one. Blakes also currently operate a 
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coronavirus cleaning regime to protect all its 

customers and drivers.  It is hoped that a combination 

of these measures coupled with your Covid-19 

vaccination protection and regular hand washing will 

be sufficient to ensure a high level of safety for 

everyone on board the coach and, of course, your 

enjoyment of the outing. 

Clearly our plans may have to be adapted in line with 

Government guidance. I hope however that the 

outings programme provides a glimpse of something 

members can look forward to in 2021.  Anyone 

requiring more details of Club activities and 

membership should contact me.  Annual membership 

for 2021 is £6 per person.  Cheques should be made 

payable to “Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors”.  

Members who paid their subscriptions in 2020 (but 

were unable to take part in Club activities), 

automatically will have their membership transferred 

to 2021. 

 

Martin Clough 

Secretary – Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

38 Hederman Close Silverton Devon EX5 4HW Tel: 

01392 860971 

e-mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

website: www.sevs.info 

 

THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST LTD                  

supporting THORVERTON POST OFFICE           

March  2021 

It’s nearly our 20th birthday!!  

 

The post office was reopened on the car park site in 

April 2001. Well done Thorverton for all the effort 

put in to make that happen and then for keeping it 

going so well for so long! 

 

We are very grateful to have had Ben Cross as our 

Saturday helper for a couple of years now.  

He will be leaving us on Saturday, February 27th 

since his family will be moving to the Midlands 

soon. Do come up to thank him and wish him well if 

you can. During the past year, he has been so 

adaptable and uncomplaining.  

 

We and the customers will miss you greatly Ben. 

Thanks for all your hard work and good humour. We 

wish you all the best with your studies and your new 

life. 

 

Many people have been helping our TCT business 

and post office survive during these difficult times as 

we have had to operate in different ways. Thank you 

to all of you too.  

Sadly we fear that social distancing, face coverings 

and generally taking immense care over how shops 

are run and staff and customers conduct themselves, 

will not be changing for very many months (or 

more), so we will continue operating in our present 

mode for the foreseeable future. If you have any 

ideas about how we can do things better or 

differently, or want to offer your help in any way, 

then you know where to find us. 

Meanwhile, please come to us for your stationery and 

posting needs, for a wide range of newspapers and 

magazines and of course lots of lovely greetings 

cards for most occasions, blank ones and notelets too.  

Royston can order specific magazines and comics for 

you, just ask.  

Have you bought one of Alex Fice’s excellent 

Thorverton postcards yet? Hurry, they’ve almost all 

gone. 

And there’s so much you can do on the post office 

side as you know. It’s your local bank and much 

more. 

Please check our opening times. We still have 

disappointed customers arriving when we’ve just 

closed! 

Thank you customers and supporters. Keep coming 

please. 

 

Heather Kershaw           Chair and Membership 

Secretary,TCT Ltd                      01392 860419    

Thorverton PO                 01392 860455 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
http://www.sevs.info/
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Thorverton History Society 

March  

26th March John Allan: “St Nicholas Priory”.  

 

April  

23rd April Paul Rendell: “Burrator Farms - Life 

in a Dartmoor Valley”. 

 

May 

28th May Simon Dell: “The Dartmoor 

Conchies”. 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE 
 

SECOND DEFIBRILLATOR 
FOR 

      THORVERTON 

 

Unfortunately due to supply issues (Covid 
related) the installation has had to be 

deferred until the second week in March. 
 
 

We are so nearly there!! 
 

                                                                                                 

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

 

& TCT LTD  

 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS 

 

Your local bank 

 
Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 

 
 

We offer a very wide range of post office 

and banking services, easy CASH 

withdrawal, newspapers, magazines, 

stationery, greetings cards for every 

occasion (well nearly!), local postcards, 

posting and packing materials, health lottery 

tickets, phone top-ups, photocopying + lots 

more 

 
Mothers Day (March 14th) cards now in stock    

Easter ones soon    

    

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

                           

 TCT Shop 

 

 Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

 Sat               8.00 – 12.00 

 Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 

                           

 

Post Office 

 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat               9.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs  Closed 
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Pete Mason Music Fund  

Open for Applications  
 

Many people in the Crediton area would have been 

aware of Pete Mason, a singer, songwriter, musician, 

music promoter, radio presenter and environmental 

campaigner well known on the local music scene.  

Pete sadly died in the Autumn, but his wife Diana, 

along with members of Pete’s band The Woodmen, 

wanted to remember Pete’s commitment to local 

music by setting up the Pete Mason Music Fund. The 

fund, administered by Crediton Arts Centre, has 

received money from donations and the sale of some 

of Pete’s instruments and music gear, and has built 

up a reserve in the last few months. The trustees 

would like to express thanks to Pete’s friends and 

family in donating so generously to the fund. 

The trustees of the fund are now at a point where 

they are ready to start distributing some of the funds. 

An award has already been made to Crediton Radio 

(for whom Pete presented a regular music podcast) to 

obtain a PRS licence. Applications are being invited 

from musicians at a key stage in their musical 

development who may require some additional 

support to progress. This may be for musical tuition, 

recording costs, purchasing an instrument or 

equipment (although not limited to these categories). 

The maximum amount awarded will be £500 and the 

minimum age of the beneficiary will be 14 years of 

age. 

Application should be sent by email, with attached 

cover letter, to Jack Robson at 

info@creditonartscentre.org by 31 March 2021. You 

should explain who you are, where you are based, 

where you feel you are in your musical development 

and the cost of item(s) required. 

 

Applications will be considered by the trustees at the 

beginning of April and a decision made quickly. 

The Pete Mason Music Fund has limited resources at 

the present time, and not all applications may 

be successful. 

 

Anyone wishing to donate to the Pete Mason Music 

Fund can do so by bank transfer to Crediton Arts 

Centre Sort Code: 40-52-40 Account Number: 

00012553, or cheque made out to Crediton Arts 

Centre, marking the donation Pete Mason Music 

Fund. We also have a quantity of PA kit, guitar 

pedals, guitar stands and instruments for sale, a list of 

which can be obtained from Jack Robson at 

info@creditonartscentre.org 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2021 Census 

 
Villagers may find the following distillation of the 

2021 Census guidance from the Office for National 

Statistics helpful. 

 

The census is a survey that happens every 10 years 

and gives us a picture of all the people and 

households in England and Wales. The census is 

unique. There’s simply nothing else that gives so 

much detail about us and the society we live in. All 

kinds of organisations, from local authorities to 

charities, use the information to help provide the 

services we all need. Without the census, it would be 

much more difficult to do this. By taking part, you’ll 

be helping make sure you and your community get 

the services needed now and in the future. 

 
The first census was in 1801 and the most recent in 

2011. The Office for National Statistics (ONS) runs 

the census in England Wales and the next one will 

happen on Sunday 21 March 2021.  

  

The census gives the ONS information about 

households across England and Wales. Census 

information has been used to help understand how 

the Covid-19 pandemic has affected people in 

different ways. Census 2021 will give fresh 

information to improve understanding of the 

pandemic. It will also help to make sure that services 

meet the needs of our changing society. This could 

include hospitals, schools, universities and job 

centres. The census helps us understand what our 

society needs now and what it’s likely to need in the 

future. The information it collects helps plan and 

fund services in each area. This could include 

transport, education and healthcare. Charities also 

use census information to help get the funding they 

need. Businesses use it to decide where to set up, 

which creates job opportunities. 

 

You must complete the census by law. However, 

some questions are clearly labelled as voluntary. It is 

not an offence if you do not answer these. 

 

Census 2021 will be the first digital-first census, 

which means that the ONS will be encouraging 

people to respond online if they can. It’s easy to do 

and can be done on any device. You’ll get an access 

code from the ONS. Simply go online and enter the 

code into the secure website to get started. The ONS 

will then be in contact nearer the time to let you 

know what you need to do. 

  

If you need help, there will be an online help area 

and help by phone, webchat, email, social media or 

text message. If you can’t get online or need help 

completing the census online, there’ll be Census 
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Support Centres across England and Wales. The 

ONS are also encouraging people to get help from 

friends and family to complete their census. If it’s 

safe and within government guidelines, the ONS will 

also be opening Census Support Centres to help 

people fill in their online questionnaire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Census Day, at the end of March and into 

April, census field officers will be visiting 

households from which a completed census form has 

not been received. They will encourage people to 

complete the census and help them to access further 

help if needed. These field officers will never need to 

enter your house. They will be working in the same 

way as a postal or food delivery visit. They will be 

wearing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and 

working in line with government guidance. 
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C19 Group Support for People in 
Thorverton 

 
Would you appreciate some help? 

In December’s Focus we told you about some 

initiatives to help local people during these times of 

pandemic. These are still in place, so do feel free to 

make use of them, but we appreciate that for many 

there will be other forms of support that would be 

more useful, so please don’t be afraid to ask your 

neighbourhood volunteer. You should have had a 

card last March with the name and contact phone 

number of your neighbourhood volunteer, however, 

if you cannot find that and you need help, do contact 

us on 01392 861062 or 07496 392106, or by email 

to: thorvertonc19@gmail.com 

 

Help with food provision? 

We are very pleased that Lucy Wells has set up 

“Lucy’s Larder” in the porch of the parish church, 

where people in need may help themselves to food. 

Food donations should be left in the box in the porch. 

If you would welcome some further help with food 

provision, we may be able to help. Do get in touch. 

Any approaches will of course be treated 

confidentially. 

 

Feeling lonely? 

If you would like to go out for walks but are not 

confident of going very far alone; if you would 

welcome having someone to walk - at a safe distance 

apart - and talk with; or if you would just welcome a 

phone call every now and again, please contact us 

(see first paragraph for contact details). We have 

some willing volunteers in the C19 Support Group 

with whom we can connect you. 

 

Want to meet some different people? 

If you would welcome the opportunity to meet 

people in a larger group and talk together, please join 

our weekly virtual coffee mornings every Friday at 

11.00, through the following Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5R

E5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09 
Meeting ID: 896 7168 4334 

Passcode: 896541 

These are very informal, open to all, offering a 

chance to chat while you sip your coffee (coffee not 

provided, sorry).  

 

Please spread the word to others who may want to 

take up an idea. 

 

Thorverton C19 Support Group 

 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonc19@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5RE5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5RE5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09
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Church Services and News 

 

SERVICES & INFORMATION 

MARCH 2021 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in 

the Diocese of Exeter 

 

Please note these services are proposed for March 

2021 and  

may change due to Government Restrictions and 

COVID-19 tiering. 

Please check for current information by visi ting 

our website at www.netherexe.org 

 

 

Sunday 7 March Lent 3   

11:15 am Holy Communion   Cadbury JH 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   Zoom/Telephone Service# JH & LF 

 

Sunday 14 March Lent 4 & Mothering Sunday 

11:15 am  Informal Service   

  Cadbury  Lay Led   

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   

  Zoom/Telephone Service# LayLed & TL 

 

Please note there is no “In Person” Holy Communion 

service on this day. 

 

Sunday 21 March Lent 5 

09:30 am Open Door    

   Zoom/Telephone Service*
 JH 

11:15 am  Holy Communion  

 [CW]  Cadbury   

 D Francis  

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   

   Zoom/Telephone Service# JH 

& LF 

 

Sunday 28 March Palm Sunday 

11:15 am  Holy Communion  

 [CW]  Cadbury   JH 

& KR   

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship   

   Zoom/Telephone Service# LF 

& KR 

 

 

Abbreviations: CW = Common Worship BCP = Book 

of Common Prayer 

 

If you wish to attend a church service, you must 

book in advance by contacting: 

Libby Price either by email libby@prices7.com or 

telephone 01392 860257  
before 7pm on the Friday preceding the service. 

Places at services are strictly limited, and if you 

turn up at the church without booking,  

you may be turned away.   
 

# Afternoon Worship will continue by Zoom and 

telephone at 5:00 pm. To join by Zoom, click the link on 

your computer: 

  

Afternoon Worship:  

https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1N

mRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09   

 

To join by telephone: Ring 0203 481 5237,  

Meeting ID 960 5149 8892#  Password 591980 

*Open Door:  

https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9

sODFWU2dLU204QT09 

To join by telephone: Ring 0203 901 7895  

Meeting ID: 920 9331 7053 Passcode: 117621 

 
This information will also be available via our website at 

www.netherexe.org. See “Please Note” section of the 

homepage. 

 
Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
JH Revd Julia Hocking  

 Curate   07928 813333

 julia.hocking@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   

 Reader   07741 491946

 laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TL Revd Tony Lane 

KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  

TBC To be confirmed. 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please 

see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tuesday & Thursday [09:30 – 15:30] 

Tel: 07594 714590  

Email: margaret.lowe@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 

4AS.

. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:libby@prices7.com
https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09
https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:julia.hocking@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Baptist Church 
 

The Death Of The Cross 

By the time you read these lines, we shall be about a 

month away from Easter.  Christians traditionally use 

the weeks leading up to the Easter events as a time 

for quiet reflection on their original significance. 

What was the point of the death on the cross that 

Jesus knew lay before him?  We know it was not the 

end of the line because of the extraordinary 

Resurrection event which followed three days later. 
 

Nothing is more sure than that Jesus was not taken by 

surprise as events unfolded.  He explained to his 

disciples that they were making their way towards 

Jerusalem, where he would be put to death and after 

three days rise from the dead.  The disciples were 

baffled by his words and did not take in their 

significance.  Despite the clues, they were the ones 

taken by surprise when the arrest, judgment and 

execution of Jesus actually did take place, just as he 

had foretold.  Then, later, their despair gave way to 

incredulous joy when he appeared to them alive. 
 

In that harsh Roman world, crucifixion was not a rare 

event, though it was rarely talked about.  In fact, such 

was the distaste of classical writers for bloody 

executions of this type that on the whole they 

scarcely referred to such things, let alone gave a 

description of them.  The revulsion of Cicero, 

perhaps the best-known of all Roman writers, for 

such a punishment led him to write: ‘The very word 

“cross” should be far removed not only from the 

person of a Roman citizen but also from his thoughts, 

his eyes and his ears.’  Rome’s citizens were to be 

spared the abject horror of even the mental 

representation of this instrument of torture and death. 
 

Jesus was not a Roman citizen and therefore, unlike 

his future follower Saint Paul, had no protection 

against this barbaric form of execution, which was 

typically regarded as a fitting punishment for slaves 

and the lowest type of criminal.  Slave uprisings 

against the Roman power inevitably ended in mass 

executions by crucifixion.  Thus at the conclusion of 

the revolt led by Spartacus, some six thousand of the 

rebels were captured and crucified, their crosses 

stretching for miles along the road leading from 

Capua to Rome. 
 

The Roman author and orator Quintilian wrote of the 

dissuasive effects of such public spectacles: ‘When 

we crucify criminals, the busiest roads are chosen, 

where the greatest number of people can look and be 

seized by fear.’  Jesus could not have been ignorant 

of the fate that lay in store for him if he was handed 

over to the Roman authorities as a political agitator 

and disturber of public order. 
 

But he put up no resistance when his enemies came 

to arrest him.  In fact, he seemed to be prolonging his 

stay in the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of 

Olives, so that the traitor Judas knew where to direct 

the armed group made up of both Jewish officials and 

a detachment of Roman soldiers to go and seize him. 
 

What was really going on behind the scenes in the 

course of all the events that followed? - the 

appearance before the Jewish court and the Roman 

Governor, the interrogations, the humiliations, the 

torture and finally the nailing of the helpless victim 

to the cross of shame?  Learned theologians have 

produced their tomes to explain events and their 

significance.  But perhaps the simplest explanation is 

given by the Victorian hymn writer Mrs Alexander in 

the simplest of words, written for a child: 

 

 

 

He died that we might be forgiven,  

He died to make us good; 

That we might go at last to heaven, 

Saved by his precious blood. 

 

There was no other good enough 

To pay the price of sin. 

He only could unlock the gate 

Of heaven, and let us in. 

 

Rev. Maurice Harrison 
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The Good Old Days? (No.9) 
 
 

In my boyhood home, money was scarce.  There 

were no luxuries such as the more and more 

ingenious toys that modern children enjoy.  My most 

exciting activity was turning the kitchen table upside 

down and converting it into a pirate lair.  But there 

was comparatively little traffic on the roads in those 

days, which meant we could play out in the street.  

Our favourite game was Cowboys and Indians.  Fired 

by all the westerns we watched at Saturday morning 

pictures, we blazed away at each other with our six-

shooters or aimed our bows and arrows at the would-

be settlers who had placed their wagons in the 

traditional defensive circle. 

 

For families unable to find the cash upfront there was 

always Hire Purchase, or the famous never-never.  A 

kindly local shopkeeper let me have a new bike on 

payment of a very modest deposit, followed by I-

can’t-remember-how-many weekly payments of half 

a crown (2s.6d., that is 12½ pence in today's 

money!).  I’m proud to say I never defaulted, 

reporting conscientiously every Saturday morning 

bearing the little payment book he had issued me 

with and handing over the appropriate silver coin 

until the debt was paid in full. 

 

Many were the travelling salesmen who knocked on 

the door of unwary housewives to ply their wares.  I 

remember two occasions when my mother 

succumbed to the patter of such a visitor and bought 

items at the door.  The first time it was a vacuum 

cleaner, and the second, a set of Children’s 

Encyclopaedias - neither purchase a small one. When 

he got home from work, my father would rant and  

rave over such extravagant commitments and on one 

of these tumultuous occasions stormed out of the 

house in a rage.  I was convinced he would never 

come back, but he did.  Naturally, my mother made 

good use of the vacuum cleaner over the years and 

the encyclopaedias proved invaluable to me as I was 

growing up. 

 

Despite the relative poverty, bills were always 

promptly settled.  ‘I’ve got a good name in the 

community,’ my mother used to say, which always 

set me wondering as to what was special about the 

name Harrison.  She meant, of course, that she was 

known as a respectable person who was never in 

debt.  There didn’t seem to be any system for putting 

money aside in provision for the coal delivery or the 

electricity bill; demands for payment always seemed 

to be unexpected and cause a great commotion in the 

household.  Nevertheless, whenever bills did arrive 

they had to be settled at once.  I remember being 

dragged along, on a freezing, frosty morning, to the 

Midlands Electricity Board showrooms to pay a bill 

that had arrived that morning. 

 

All such transactions were made in cash.  Nobody we 

knew had a bank account.  Workers were paid in 

pounds, shillings and pence handed over in a pay 

packet every Friday, and then life continued, a hand-

to-mouth existence, until the following Friday. As far 

as I am aware, nothing was put aside for a rainy day.  

You paid your bills, paid the rent, had enough to eat 

and to wear, and that was it. 

Maurice Harrison  
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Counselling and Christianity – 

Delusion and Denial 
 

This is the fourth in this occasional series of articles. 

Like the first it is prompted by the Netherexe 

Parishes going into an interregnum (or vacancy) as 

we search for a new Rector. So this month, this 

churchwarden gets the short straw, and has to think 

of something to write.  

I confess that I have a bit of a formula: I look for 

ways in which my training and practice as a 

counsellor reinforces or changes my thinking about 

religion, in the hope that it will prove interesting or 

thought provoking for others. I am also a great 

reader, so I like to recommend books which I have 

found useful. 

I have thought for a while that the parable about 

being able to see the speck in your neighbour’s eye, 

but not the plank in your own, has lots of relevance 

to counselling and to human psychology generally. 

We find it much easier to notice other peoples’ faults 

than our own. Have you ever wondered why that 

should be so? I think the answer is self protection. 

We delude ourselves that we are fault-less because 

admitting that we are not is painful. Denial is a very 

common psychological defence. 

Indeed, sometimes the people that annoy us most do 

so because we actually have similar traits, but we are 

in denial. So next time you are angry with someone, 

especially if, on reflection, your anger seems a little 

too intense for the situation, ask yourself whether you  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

may be projecting your faults on to someone else. 

Physician, heal thyself! 

I think it is quite likely that we all have protective 

elements in our psyche: parts which take over when 

we feel threatened, parts which are trying to keep us 

safe, whose intentions are to be helpful, but whose 

actions might be counterproductive. For example, we 

might have a depressed part which keeps us from 

interacting with others in case they hurt us. Or an 

angry part which keeps others at arm’s length for the 

same reason. There is likely to be something in our 

history which has given birth to these parts. I am not 

a vastly experienced counsellor, but I have had quite 

a lot of clients in the past few years. I have not had a 

single client who hasn’t had a reason for their 

psychological distress. The past or the present have 

been the cause. 

If this idea that there are parts of your psyche which 

are not entirely helpful has some resonance, you 

might like to read “Self-Therapy” by Jay Earley. It is 

an accessible introduction to a mode of 

psychotherapy called IFS*. If you identify as 

Christian, “Altogether You” by Jenna Riemersma 

applies IFS in a Christian context. 

So this churchwarden gets the short straw, but he’s 

deluding himself if he denies that he enjoys writing 

it. If you have a view on what we might need from 

our next Rector, do get in touch with your 

churchwarden. 

*Internal Family Systems Therapy  

       

Royston Kershaw, Thorverton

 

        
 

Recipe 1 
Stilton, celery and walnut risotto 

 

A tasty way of using cheese and celery for lunch or 

supper. For four portions you’ll need: 

8 oz (250g) Arborio risotto rice 

1 oz (25g) butter 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

1 finely chopped shallot 

1 ½ pints (800 ml) vegetable or chicken stock 

4 oz  (100g) finely chopped celery 

3 oz (75g) stilton cheese 

2 oz (50g) walnuts, roughly chopped and toasted 

 

 

 

 

 

Melt the butter in a saucepan, add the oil, chopped 

celery and shallot and cook gently for a few minutes. 

Stir in the rice and make sure it is coated with the 

butter and oil mixture. Gradually add the stock, a cup 

at a time, and simmer gently until the rice is soft, and 

the risotto creamy. Stir in the crumbled cheese, 

season with a little salt, and freshly ground black 

pepper. Sprinkle with the warm, toasted walnuts and 

garnish with celery leaves. 

 

Paul Cleave 

 Sustainable Crediton 
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The Joy of Serendipity 

 
According to the story, the Emperor of Serendip (the 

old Persian name for Sri Lanka) had sent his three sons 

(Princes of Serendip) abroad to further their education. 

During their travels they were able to describe a “camel 

they had not seen” by the signs left on the road. (Is this 

where Conan Doyle got his ideas for Sherlock Holmes' 

methods of detection?) Their acquired knowledge led to 

their release from capture by the king of another 

country. Serendipidity is now taken to mean the 

accidental discovery and development of events in a 

beneficial way. 

  

During our travels, serendipity seems to be a regular 

occurrence. On a trip to Sri Lanka (by coincidence), 

Ros and I visited an opticians for new glasses. This was 

four months after the devastating tsunami had hit the 

island, and the local infra-structure was still recovering.  

In the waiting room we made friends with a Buddhist 

monk, who invited us to visit his temple and the new 

Buddha they were building. Later, during the visit, we 

were treated to tea and cakes. The almost completed 

Buddha was enormous, more than 50m tall. We were 

led inside and shown a newly-built concrete staircase 

without handrails, zig-zagging up to the head of the 

Buddha. We ascended to the place where we could peer 

out of the eyes of the Buddha and look down on the 

town and, just below, a courtyard where the temple 

elephant was munching away on bamboo shoots. Who 

would believe that buying new glasses would lead us to 

looking over Sri Lanka from the eyes of a Buddha. The 

finished construction was unveiled two years later in 

2007. (Google 'Bentota Buddha' for images.) 
 

Over-planning the timetable of a trip usually leads to 

frustration and even disaster. This story may be true...a 

married couple had reached the Grand Canyon South 

Rim some time later than their schedule. The husband 

hurried to the edge, took three photos and then just as 

his wife joined him, he said “Come on we are half an 

hour late, let's go”.  After a few weeks of his insistence 

of sticking to a rigid timetable, she snapped...and 

pushed him over the edge. That's the story she told the 

police. 

 

Frank Lloyd Wright designed an innovative house 

(Fallingwater) built over a waterfall in Pennsylvania. Its 

image usually accompanies any article about his 

architectural designs. My family and I arrived there to 

view the house, but as daughter Kate was two months 

too young to be allowed in, we were denied entrance. 

We drove further down the valley and parked close to 

the river. Taking my camera I walked  upstream 

(actually in the stream), eventually finding a superb 

viewpoint of the house and the tumbling waterfall 

underneath. Being outside looking in, can often be 

better than inside looking out. (The interior can be 

viewed online.) 

 



Focus on Thorverton  19   Vol 52 No. 2 March 2021 
 

 

On another occasion, Ros and I were 'guests' of the 

Australian Parliament when visiting friends in 

Canberra. After walking over the grass roof of the 

Parliament Building and being signed in as visitors, the 

three of us joined a group who we assumed were a 

viewing party.  After a short walk down a corridor, we 

were ushered into a well-decorated committee room. 

We were offered a glass of wine, and plates of nibbles 

were available on a side table. We gradually realised 

that we had been mistaken as part of a committee to 

discuss the future of East Timor. As they gathered 

round the big table, we quietly left the room, and 

explored further along the corridor passing the doors of 

Ministerial offices. Security?? 

 

Closer to home, during a trip to North Devon, we 

tracked down the farm where Ros' paternal 

grandparents and family had lived, near 

Woolfardisworthy West (or Woolsery, as it appears on 

the signposts). We checked out the village pub, The 

Farmers Arms, which had undergone a very upmarket 

renovation from its previous state - collapsed thatch 

roof, broken windows etc. Michael Birch (who sold the 

internet company Bebo for several hundred million $) 

had bought the pub, the shop, a local farm, manor house 

and a couple of cottages. The shop was being re-roofed, 

and the manor converted into an hotel. His grandmother 

had lived in Woolsery for many years. Ros and I 

explored the totally refurbished pub and restaurant 

complete with expensive artwork and solid oak fittings. 

We returned in the evening for a really excellent meal, 

cooked by the chef who used to work at Gidleigh Park 

on Dartmoor. More serendipidity.  

 

A relaxed trip can lead to many different interesting and 

unexpected benefits. Even on a local walk past 

Dunsaller, Yellowford and along Hulk Lane, you may 

find creatures hiding in the trees. Keep a lookout...and 

expect Serendipity. 
John Spivey 

 
“We live in a wonderful world that is full of beauty, 
charm and adventure. There is no end to the 
adventures that we can have if only we seek them 
with our eyes open.”  Jawaharlal Nehru 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/jawaharlal-nehru-quotes
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An Introduction to School children to 

SHAKESPEARE 

The Man and his World  

 

 
 

The first photos of our planet from the moon showed 

us a tiny and fragile earth. The vastness of space and 

time that surrounds us, and the fact that human life to 

date has not been found elsewhere, makes more 

precious all that we have achieved on earth. 

Shakespeare is one of the greatest of these 

achievements.  

 

I am an English teacher and resident of Thorverton 

who has taught at Thorverton Primary School and 

elsewhere, and I would like to introduce you to a 

playwright whose work I hope you will eventually 

watch, read and enjoy. When you finally return to 

school your parents and teachers would want you to 

have as wide a knowledge and appreciation of 

Shakespeare and his world as is possible, for they 

know how much such enjoyment matters. My article 

is intended to get you started. 

 

Shakespeare is not always appreciated in schools 

(another reason for writing) and one must ask why. 

Firstly, he is associated with examinations; bad news 

to many, though I hope it will not be to you. 

Secondly, he is not always well taught (you know 

how important it is that teachers are enthusiastic 

about their subjects.) Thirdly, the English language 

has changed in the 420 or so years since Shakespeare 

wrote, which means the words and sentence 

structures he uses are sometimes unfamiliar. This 

puts off some impatient students who want to know 

why he doesn’t write as they speak! 

 

No writer has told stories better than Shakespeare. In 

early times stories were told in verse. They were 

recited rather than written down, and probably 

written in verse because it is easier to remember.  

Shakespeare kept to this tradition in his plays, 

although he also wrote prose. Actors find his lines 

easy to memorize, and audiences enjoy the magical 

sound of his words which is fortunate, because he is 

still our greatest poet. His chief contemporary rival, 

the playwright Ben Jonson, described Shakespeare as 

open, honest and free and wrote of him that “He was 

not of an age, but for all time.”  

 

A word about the time in which Shakespeare lived. 

Average life expectancy was about 30 years, less if 

you were poor, and about 40% of the population 

were impoverished. This meant that for the majority 

life was a daily struggle against hunger and disease 

with mass unemployment and an army of the 

homeless sleeping rough, begging or selling 

themselves on the streets or in brothels. 

 

Half of the population of London died in the plague 

of 1563, and 11,000 in 1593, with rotting corpses 

piled high in the streets and theatres and other public 

places closed. Hygiene as we know it today did not 

exist. The Thames, London’s main water supply, was 

a festering sewer, and the excrement that didn’t go 

into the river was left to pollute the rat-infested 

streets. No wonder outbreaks of plague were 

frequent! 

 

Theatres provided a welcome escape from such grim 

daily realities as violence, poverty, starvation and 

illness of all kinds. People from all social levels went 

to plays as we used to go to the cinema before 

television, often to escape their problems. Some 200 

plays a year were produced in London alone, with 

many Londoners attending three plays a week. No 

wonder they became skilled listeners, able to take 

Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, Christopher Marlowe, 

Beaumont , Fletcher and other Elizabethan 

playwrights in their stride. 

 

The playhouses were oval-shape like stadiums today, 

open to the skies and the elements, with 

performances held in the afternoons, when it wasn’t 

raining. There were three levels, with the main stage 

thrusting into the audience who surrounded the actors 

on all sides. Theatres were lively public places 

holding up to 3,000 spectators, and performances 

were frequently interrupted by groundlings (they 

were called ‘penny stinkards,’ because they paid a 

penny, smelt and frequently misbehaved!)  They 

often shouted out remarks whilst people entered and 

left the playhouse whenever they felt like it. 

 

The wealthier playgoers sat in seats partly covered by 

the roof or eves of the theatre, while the groundlings 

stood in the open and got wet if it started raining. 

Some of these made a habit of listening in on the 

conversations of the better-off and this is where the 

word ‘evesdropping’ came from. The term ‘box 

office’ also originated in these early theatres, when 

the money for a ticket went into a box to be shared 

out later. Dandies made a point of turning up late to 

show off their outfits before seating themselves on 

the most expensive seats (The Lords’ Rooms) above 
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and behind the stage or on stools on the stage itself. 

Today such behaviour would be considered 

intolerable, but then actors were flexible and 

prepared to pause their lines until they could be 

heard.  

To be continued …. 
 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

 

 
History Society 
 
The History of Mount Batten 

A Zoom Talk for the Thorverton History Society 

given by Robin Blythe-Lord  

 

On Friday 22nd January we enjoyed the warmth and 

comfort of our homes to hear Robin Blythe-Lord 

present a fascinating talk via Zoom on the history of 

Mount Batten, the promontory in Plymouth Sound 

that shelters the Cattewater and provides a safe 

harbour in the estuary of the River Plym.  Illustrated 

by stills and video, Robin's talk touched on aspects of 

archaeological evidence and existing structures, from 

prehistory to the present day. 

 

 Robin illustrated evidence of prehistoric settlement 

and trade in tin and metal ores at Mount Batten 

dating from the Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman 

periods. The ores coming down the Plym from adit 

mines on Dartmoor to the lee of ‘How Stert’ (a high 

place) as it was then called. The site progressed to be 

associated with fishing, trading, piracy and 

smuggling activities, but by the sixteenth century it 

was a recognisable defensive position, fortified 

against the Spanish, with an effective field of fire 

protecting Plymouth. A significant feature of the 

skyline, Mount Batten Tower is the remains of the 

latest circular artillery fort built out of local 

limestone in 1652.   By the late nineteenth century as 

the Citadel’s ordnance took over, it began to fall into 

disuse and extensive quarrying of limestone 

undermined and threatened the structure.  A petition 

from leading citizens saved it however, and as a 

Scheduled Ancient Monument, it has undergone a 

full refurbishment and is administered by the Mount 

Batten Sailing and Water Sports Centre.  

 

 

 
 

Another function of Mount Batten touched upon was 

burial. Plague outbreaks required the City to find 

suitable sites for mass burial and ‘Pest Houses’, as  

well as in the Civil War. By Napoleonic times, 

French prisoners of war were housed here and by the 

nineteenth century Cholera victims! 

 

Despite this grim news the area was also popular in 

the 1800s for a bathing beach and the Castle Inn. 

This fledgling tourist industry came to an abrupt end 

when naval shipyards took over and Mount Batten 

Breakwater was built which afforded additional 

shelter. It was subsequently used as an air-station and 

to store flying boats. Sea plane trials took place at 

Mount Batten as early as 1913 for the RNAS and 

then for the RAF, and Sunderland flying boats of the 

Royal Australian Air Force operated from here 

during World War II. 

 

At this point Robin introduced a most famous 

inhabitant of the air base, one Aircraftsman Shaw 

(Lawrence of Arabia) another fascinating story. He 

contributed greatly to the development and provision 

of fast speedboat design to assist in air sea rescue. 

 

 

Reaching the present day, the breakwater has become 

a popular site for anglers, views of Plymouth Sound 

and the annual British Firework Championships and 

the Mount itself features the nationally renowned 

water sports centre opened on the site of the Castle 

Inn and a small residential community.  

 

The talk was a fascinating timeline of development 

and strategic use of this distinctive feature of 

Plymouth Sound and provided much interest.  Very 

many thanks to our excellent speaker, Robin Blythe-

Lord, for a lively and well documented talk! 

 

 

Recorded by Ann Marshall 

 

 Ann Marshall <ann.marshall57@icloud.com>  

 

mailto:ann.marshall57@icloud.com


Focus on Thorverton  22   Vol 52 No. 2 March 2021 
 

 

 

Nature Notes 
 

March, the month when hedgerows and woodlands 

awaken. Leaf buds unfurl, birds start nesting and 

insects emerge from their winter hideaway. Look out 

for brimstone, small tortoiseshell and peacock 

butterflies this month. That being said, by the time 

you read this a lot of insects may have emerged early 

due to the forecast of mild to very mild weather in 

the second half of February.   

 

There isn’t much to report from the second half of 

January and I’m not surprised considering the Met 

Office announced this January was the coldest 

January since 2010 and we had a lot of rain and bits 

of sleet and snow. Here are some things of note 

during this time: A red kite was seen in the Fursdon 

area. Foxes have been on the move as it is their 

mating time and I saw a really smart looking one at 

dusk in New North Road, Exeter on 21st January as I 

was travelling home from work. In my lockdown 

walks with my daughter around the local lanes the 

most noticeable birds were buzzard, raven, fieldfares 

and redwings. In our garden, rabbits have gnawed 

bark off the trunks of some of our fruit trees. This is 

an indication they are hungry. 

 

What a contrast to February last year when we had so 

much rain. Instead we had Storm Darcy (beast from 

the east two) with a smidgeon of snow and bitterly 

cold winds on top of the cold temperatures. Sightings 

around our local patch are thin on the ground and due 

to the Covid 19 lockdown of course we cannot travel 

further than the village for recreation. 

 

Buzzards continue to be a feature of our walks. We 

saw one lift off with a small prey item in its beak and 

transfer it to its talons. Another buzzard flew in and 

attempted to take the prey without success. On one 

walk we saw a seven spot ladybird in the sunshine of 

a chilly day. In general it has been too cold for winter 

flying moths but I managed to somehow attract a 

wasp out of its hidey hole one night with the light of 

the moth trap. Some birds have begun their spring 

song such as skylark and song thrush. Something of 

interest we have noted on several evenings is a 

murmuration of rooks to the west when it is almost 

dark. They must be going to roost in trees somewhere 

around the area of Raddon Quarry, Raddon Barton or 

Raddon Court. This will be a short lived sighting as it 

won’t be long before rooks will be pairing up for 

nesting time. On St Valentine’s Day I noticed 

recently emerged spotted leaves of early purple 

orchid. Spring is on its way. 

 

 

 

 

 

A to Z  Stonechat 

 

The stonechat Saxicola torquata is a native bird 

species around the same size as a goldfinch but 

dumpier looking. It inhabits the west coast of 

England, on heaths, moorland or open rough ground 

often near water. This bird can sometimes been seen 

atop a hedge along the road from Upton Pyne to 

Thorverton and from Rixaford Cross to Shute Cross. 

Its habit is to perch prominently on an upright branch 

on a hedge, flicking tail and calling a harsh chak 

chak. It has a cautious nature so you can’t get too 

close to it before it moves along to another spindly 

perch. A sighting of a male stonechat on 15th 

February between Rixaford Cross and Shute Cross 

has prompted me to write about the stonechat 

because it is one of the few odd sightings during our 

dismal weather conditions. I believe a female could 

have also been present as I could hear calling coming 

from a nearby hedge. The female is dowdy in 

comparison to the male, who has a dark brown head, 

back and wings, a white patch on the side of the neck 

and a reddish-orange breast. His colours become 

vibrant in the breeding season. Breeding starts from 

early March. Gorse or thick cover such as bramble is 

preferred for nest building. 

Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

Poetry  

Our relationship with the wild, 

Is like a mother to her child. 

  

What we love we may also fear; 

Hurricanes, heat waves & diarrhoea; 

  

Water pollution and global warming: 

Each can serve as a fearful warning. 

  

And yet the menace of Dartmoor, 

The Hebridean mystic draw, 

  

The desolate Highlands I admire 

Suffice to set one's heart on fire. 

  

These are some elemental ties 

That bind us to the earth and skies. 

 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

about:blank
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The Garden in March 
 

Well, at least we are having our cold snap in the right 

month this year so, hopefully, March will see the soil 

beginning to warm up. The bitter east wind also dries 

up the soggy soil quickly and should give it a chance 

to recover from the deluge it received in January. 

This is probably the best month to see what is in your 

garden and make a plan. It’s really helpful for the 

future bulb, annual and perennial planting, especially 

if you wish to overlap the seasons. Daffodils, 

snowdrops and other winter bulbs are now clearly 

visible and can be plotted on a rough plan. There is 

nothing more annoying than to discover bulbs later in 

the summer where you thought there was a good 

space. 

Winter flowering plants such as Hellebores, 

completely disappear by early summer, so put a 

marker beside them when they begin to die back and 

then plant annuals in the gaps around them when you 

are ready. These plants can take over the interest for 

the summer months before the Hellebores start to 

appear again. 

The art of good gardening is the ability to have all 

year interest and, as most of us have to spread our 

time across a wide amount of activities, gardens have 

to be able to help us out. Most plants are happy 

growing together and often help each other. So look 

around the garden now to see what is ready to take 

over for the next season. 

 If you haven’t pruned your roses yet, this must be 

tackled sooner than later. Avoid frosty and very wet 

weather. These conditions can let in disease before 

the cuts heal. Roses can serve different purposes in a 

garden and therefore need different pruning regimes. 

If grown on their own in a rose bed, usually hybrid 

tea roses, or near the front of a border, they need 

traditional pruning techniques. This style of pruning 

will keep them strong and vigorous but quite short. 

Cut back to 3 to 5 buds, always to an outward facing 

bud. 

 However roses can be used in other ways, as shown 

by Beth Chatto and Gertrude Jykall. These wonderful 

gardeners would use some of these same roses to fill 

a space further back in a border and let the blooms 

just pop above other herbaceous plants. In this case, 

they are just trimmed, removing die back and cutting 

back only if top heavy and unable to support 

themselves. At this time of year, when herbaceous 

plants around them have died back, these roses look 

straggly and are blown around in the wind. I have 

about 6 like this in the garden. I used to think they 

were about to die but as they are still surviving 20 

years later I have stopped worrying!  

For those of you who are new to pruning, there are a 

few hard and fast rules to help you along the way. 1. 

Sharp secateurs for a clean cut.  2. Cut out damaged 

branches and die back. Remember the three Ds –  

 

 

dead, damaged and diseased.  3. If you cut back and 

the stem in a rose is brown inside, you need to cut 

back into healthy wood. This might take you down 

further than you intended but it is necessary for the 

future health of the plant. 4. Pick up all prunings and 

remove from garden. Do not try and compost these 

cuttings. 5. Give your roses a treat after all this and 

add well composted manure around the base. Do not 

fork around the base of a rose as the fibrous roots 

grow near the soil level and are easily damaged. I 

have spent a long time on roses but haven’t 

mentioned shrub or climbing roses. These need less 

pruning on the whole. Climbing roses need new 

healthy vigorous stems tied in as replacements when 

older stems are tired. Cut all side shoots to two or 

three buds. Shrub roses just need tidying and dead 

stems cut out. They might need some size and 

congestion control. 

Vegetable growers are busy in March. Sow summer 

onion sets and broad bean plants can be planted out. 

Summer garlic can be sown outside. Sweet peas and 

peas can be sown in pots and started indoors, then 

quickly moved to a green house or poly-tunnel. 

Protect from mice and only fleece if very frosty 

weather returns. For these seeds, I sow four to a pot 

and leave them to grow into one plant. If they grow 

very quickly and look lanky, cut them back to 3 or 4 

buds and they will fill out. Sow some leeks in a large 

pot. Fill with compost to halfway. Smooth the soil 

flat and sprinkle seeds, then cover with sieved 

compost to lightly cover. Keep moist and wait!! 

Leeks take a long time to grow big enough to plant 

out but grown in a pot like this they can stay in this 

until ready to be planted later in the year. No heat 

needed so can be grown in greenhouse. Move outside 

when warmer weather arrives in spring. Tomatoes 

and lettuce can be started inside your house. When 

the young tomato plants are big enough to pot on, 

only put in a cool greenhouse if you have fleece to 

cover them if frost is forecast, or bring them back 

inside. Pot seedling individually into 9cms pots, 

6cms for lettuce. 

Well, I think that’s enough to keep you occupied, 

Neville! So whatever jobs you chose to do in the 

garden, it will be lovely just to get outside and be 

busy! 

                        Happy gardening 

                                               Lorraine Colebrook 
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Legal Eagle 
 

It often happens that when asked to decide a matter 

the court will be faced with a conflict of evidence. 

This is particularly so in the case of civil matters; the 

claimant will make an allegation which the defendant 

will seek to refute. 

Lisa Ford was employed by Jonathan Seymour-

Williams as a groom at his stables. In 2018 Ms Ford 

was riding one of Mr Seymour-Williams’ horses, 

‘Tommy’, with the Beaufort Hunt in the course of 

which horse and rider fell. Ms Ford broke her pelvis 

in five places and suffered a fractured hip socket, 

internal bleeding, and nerve damage as well as 

psychiatric injury.  

Ms Ford is suing her ex-employer for damages under 

the Animals Act 1971.The Act imposes strict, as 

opposed to fault-based liability, on the ‘keeper’ of the 

animal. S6(3) provides that a person is a keeper of an 

animal (inter alia) (a) if he owns the animal or has it 

in his possession. The Act makes a distinction 

between wild animals and domestic animals. We are 

concerned with the latter rather than the former. 

In her claim, Ms Ford alleges that ‘Tommy’ was 

known to be a ‘hot horse’, given to bouts of 

disobedience and that the fall was caused either as a 

result of ‘Tommy’ “being naughty”, or as a result of 

“undergoing a catastrophic internal injury” which led 

to the horse’s death. In either event, according to 

Giles Mooney QC for Ms Ford, Mr Seymour-

Williams is liable as ‘keeper’ of the animal. 

Ms Ford claims in her evidence that she was riding 

the horse as part of her job, “to prepare him to hunt 

for Mr Seymour-Williams’s children the following 

week-end”. Ms Ford said that she wanted to make 

sure he had been hunted at least once before they 

took him so that he would behave well for them. “It’s 

my job description to make sure that the horse is 

suitably prepared.” According to Ms Ford the request 

to prepare ‘Tommy’ for hunting came in a WhatsApp 

message from Mr Seymour-Williams’s son, Roddy. 

Ms Ford told the court that ‘Tommy’ was a “fun 

horse…he wanted to be fast moving and do things” 

but added: “He was a horse that could be naughty 

when excited. You needed to be a good rider…He 

could misbehave while out hunting. That’s the reason 

I had to school him to make sure he would behave for 

the children. ‘Tommy’ was a hot horse. No one 

would deny ‘Tommy’ was a hot horse.” 

Georgina Crawford for Mr Seymour-Williams 

refuted the claims of Ms Ford, saying that it was a 

case of bad luck and that Mr Seymour-Williams was 

not liable. In particular, Ms Crawford said that there 

was no evidence that Ms Ford received a WhatsApp 

message from Roddy asking her to prepare the horse 

for hunting and that Roddy was a keen polo player 

and an accomplished rider. Ms Crawford pointed out 

that the previous groom, who had worked for the 

family, never took horses hunting to prepare them. 

“Tommy” she said, “wasn’t a horse that was 

disobedient…he was well mannered and a great ride 

‘and a safe bet’. 

In order to make out a prima facie case, Ms Ford 

needs to show that the three conditions for liability as 

set out in s2(2) are satisfied: 

(a) the damage is of a kind which the animal, 

unless restrained, was likely to cause or 

which, if caused by the animal, was likely to 

be severe; and 

(b) the likelihood of the damage or of it being 

severe was due to characteristics of the 

animal which are not normally found in 

animals of the same species or are not 

normally so found except at particular times 

or in particular circumstances; and 

(c) those characteristics were known to the 

keeper. 

Whether or not these conditions can be satisfied 

will depend on which version of events the court 

finds the most compelling. Was ‘Tommy’ a ‘hot 

horse’ given to bouts of naughtiness when 

excited? If so, was Mr Seymour Williams aware 

of this, and was it a requirement of Ms Ford’s 

employment that she prepare the horse for 

hunting? Or was it a case, as Mr Seymour-

Williams suggested in his evidence, that Ms Ford 

was riding with the hunt “for fun…on a frolic of 

her own.” 

Whilst the Act imposes strict liability it 

nonetheless recognises certain defences, one of 

which is the voluntary assumption of risk. S5(2) 

provides that the keeper will not be liable under 

s2 where the victim has voluntarily accepted the 

risk of injury or damage. This defence is partially 

nullified by s6(5) which provides that “Where a 

person employed as a servant by a keeper of an 

animal incurs a risk incidental to his employment 

he shall not be treated as accepting it 

voluntarily.” 

So, in the event that the court accepts Ms Ford’s 

evidence that it was part of her job description to 

school the horse for hunting , that ‘Tommy’ was 

a ‘hot horse’ as claimed by Ms Ford, and  that 

she was aware of ‘Tommy’s propensity to be 

naughty when excited, the provisions of s6(5) 

will not allow the defence of voluntary 

assumption of risk to be used against her. If, on 

the other hand, the schooling of ‘Tommy’ for 

hunting was not part of her job description, then, 

despite being able to satisfy the s2(2) 

requirements, Mr Seymour-Williams may be able 

to claim, successfully, that Ms Ford voluntarily 

accepted the risks associated with riding 

‘Tommy’ on the fateful day.          Clive Hamblin 
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The Covid catapult 
 

Twelve months on and the world has changed 

beyond all recognition.  Covid has caused havoc but 

it has also fast forwarded us into a world that we 

were probably always destined to arrive in. 

Environmental concerns were already leading us 

towards less air travel; the days of travelling half way 

round the world for a meeting and a handshake were 

always numbered. The rapid evolution of the internet 

meant digital communication and interactions were 

always going to become the norm. However, as a 

result of necessity, change has happened at 

unprecedented speed. As a surgery we set up our 

digital social prescriber project at the beginning of 

2020.  Its importance has never been greater given 

the focus on a digital based society across all age 

groups. Joan Povey, the facilitator, will give advice, 

tutorials, help and assistance to those who are taking 

their first steps in navigating the internet. The Friends 

of Wyndham House have recently bought some 

tablets so if you do not have a device Joan can loan 

one to you to take for a ‘test drive’.  Shopping, 

banking, communicating and entertaining are all now 

going to be even more embedded in the internet.  

There is an enormous amount to gained from being 

able to enter and utilise all the resources on offer in 

the digital world.  Lockdown restrictions will slowly 

ease, however, prior to this it is possible to meet with 

Joan on-line and get your digital fingers walking.  

Whether you are a complete beginner, want to 

enhance your internet use or simply want someone to 

show you ‘how to do that’ then give us a ring at the 

surgery and we can put you in touch, or you can send 

Joan an email at wyndhamsp@gmail.com 

 

Throughout the last year the surgery has had many 

challenges to deal with.  Our priorities were to ensure 

medications were delivered to all patients that needed 

them and medical services remained fully accessible 

at all times.  We were very aware of the danger of 

patients not presenting with serious symptoms due to 

worries about Covid.  We also used the safer summer 

months to keep on top of managing patients with 

long term conditions such as diabetes and 

cardiovascular disease.  We have experimented with 

a variety of tools but have in many ways come full 

circle returning to a system that allows the easiest, on 

the day, access to GPs and nurses.  We continue to 

strongly encourage patients to follow up with the 

same doctor to ensure their care is continuous and we 

are happy to adapt to whichever mode of 

communication is easiest. Telephone calls and face to 

face appointments remain the most popular and we 

think are the most efficient.  

 

 

 

 

 

In March patients aged 65 – 70 will be invited to 

Westpoint for their vaccinations whilst the surgery 

concentrates on vaccinating patients aged less than 

65 years old who are more at risk due to medical 

conditions. 

 

It has been a hard twelve months and hopefully we 

will not have to experience anything similar again.  

Thanks to everyone for your help in weathering the 

storm.  Metaphorically it is still raining but sunnier 

days are definitely in sight. 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 
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The Sky at Night 
 

March 2020 

March sky: on the 13th will be a new Moon. By 

definition, this will be the invisible dark face as it is 

so close to our line of sight to the sun that it’s 

opposite face will be fully lit. A day later, just after 

sunset, look out for the faint, thin slice of a crescent 

moon before that sets in the same area of the horizon. 

On the 28th will be the full Moon which will be 

rising in the east, rising exactly opposite the setting 

Sun. On the 20th is the Spring equinox, the time 

when nights become shorter than days (if you’re 

north of the equator). On March 6, Mercury will be 

visible at its furthest distance from the sun just above 

the point where the sun rises. 

 

Mars - (Bringer of War): Travelling to Mars 

Mars is that small red planet, which comes close to 

us every so often, but not really close to see very well 

even with a decent telescope. Small binoculars will 

nevertheless satisfyingly yield an orange object that 

is clearly larger than the point-like stars all around it. 

It is our friendliest neighbour. 

 

 
 

Our Earth and Mars had their cosmic huddle recently, 

coming within 40million miles of each other. Like 

athletes on a running track Earth is coming up fast on 

the inside, whilst Mars, in its longer, lethargic orbit, 

will watch us shoot past. This happens uneventfully 

every two years, except this year three projectiles 

were loosed from planet Earth steadily, separately, 

flung towards Mars as if from a pea-shooter (see 

photo courtesy of Mars-one.com with planets to same 

scale, but clearly closer than 40m miles!). 

 

The three missions of February 2021 are quite 

distinct: UAE used a Japanese rocket to send a 

satellite successfully into Mars orbit on 9February; 

one day later, China sent the Tianwen-1 assembly 

into orbit, a craft from which is due to land in May 

and disgorge its rover; finally, eight days later, 

NASA landed its Perseverance rover with its 

Ingenuity helicopter. NASA hasn't actively hunted 

for signs of Mars life since the twin Viking missions, 

which launched in the mid-1970s. All three missions 

began 7 months ago. 

 

Hope is the UAE satellite. Its task is to remain in 

orbit, studying weather and heat movement through 

the atmosphere. Imagine all the weather maps and 

isobars And forecasts yet to come home. Tianwen-1 

will start off in orbit, before sending a rover to the 

surface later in the year. It aims to search for water 

on the surface, subsurface water having already been 

identified. 

 

Mars holds the key to serious exploration for many 

reasons, not least it may be necessary to live there 

some time in the far future. Also, it’s a useful 

stopping off point for further manned explorations. 

As for Mars itself, serious catastrophic changes 

occurred around 3 billion years ago. Questions 

arising include: what happened to its atmosphere; 

where has the water gone, and are there tell-tale bio-

signatures at, or below, the surface? 

 

Scientists conjecture that life might have started on 

Mars but then much of it’s atmosphere got lost into 

space. Residual water continued to evaporate into the 

depleting ‘air’ or disappear as frost on the poles or as 

liquid down into cooling substrata (the once-mobile 

tectonic plates having ‘frozen’ into place, locking-in 

the deeper heat below). Maybe Martian microbes 

hitched a ride on Earth-bound shrapnel spat out from 

asteroid crash-craters. The thinning Martian 

atmosphere gave the opportunity for such shrapnel to 

escape Mars’ gravity and emigrate to Earth (these 

rocks can be found littering the surface of Antarctica, 

though most have melted or exploded as they 

punched through our sky). 

 

But first, why consider any form of life on Mars, if 

the Moon is closer and Venus is warmer? Well, a 

quick list reassures us: 
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• Like Earth, day length on Mars is just over 

24 hrs, 30 days on the Moon and 150 days 

on Venus 

• temperatures vary on Mars between 30deg C 

and -140deg C (average -60deg C), only a 

little different from the Moon; Venus 

however is around 400deg C, that’s Gas 

Mark 22 to you and me 

• gravity is a ‘close’ 40% to that of Earth, 

better than 17% for the Moon, whilst 

Venus’ gravity is quite comparable 

• Mars’ atmosphere, whilst thin and oxygen-

free, protects from the worst of the Sun’s 

radiation, whilst the Moon has none at all; 

Venusian clouds produce battery-acid rain 

in a sky exerting 90 atmospheres of 

pressure (try lying down under a bone-

crushing 3000 foot column of water) 

 

In previous years many Mars missions have met with 

various degrees of success. Half have been largely 

successful, half have been expensive, operational 

wipeouts. The usual culprits comprise the Soviet 

Union, USA and European Space Agency (ESA) but 

others include China, India, Japan, Russia, UAE and 

dear old Blighty (remember the doughty ‘Beagle’ 

which landed but refused to talk?). 

 

Two new rovers (plus a mini-helicopter!) should be 

fully operational this year, NASA’s Perseverance 

rover&minicopter (or did you miss the February 

press?) and China’s Tianwen-1. Meanwhile, Insight 

(since 2018) and Curiosity (wait for it...2012!) have 

been trundling across the surface in their stoic Heath 

Robinson fashion. Seven more missions are planned 

by several agencies within the next four years. 

Curiosity rover has been studying surface features 

including the chemistry, biochemistry and geology of 

the rock (charting the ‘habitability’ and signs of 

flowing water from the past); also making radiation 

measurements and a whole library of gripping 

photos, see 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curiosity_(rover)#/med

ia/File:PIA19912-MarsCuriosityRover-MountSharp-

20151002.jpg 

 

Perseverance rover, within NASA's unique descent 

vehicle reached Mars, plunging directly through its 

atmosphere and this was witnessed by four other 

orbiting craft (and by yours truly, on your behalf)! 

The vehicle decelerated from 12,000 mph (Mach 16) 

then shedded its heavy windshield. Next it was 

slowed down by parachute, above Mach 1, for a few 

terrifying minutes and then it used rockets to guide 

the final descent. It hovered just above the surface to 

lower the nuclear-powered, $2.7 billion Perseverance 

rover to the surface, suspended by threads like a car-

sized fly beneath some manic spider (see actual 

photo, courtesy of NASA!). Once the rover landed, 

the threads were cut off and the hovering vehicle 

span up and away to its ignominious trash crash site. 

See the link below to see a sublime simulation of the 

stages of Perseverance’s landing (courtesy of the 

parachute designed and made at Heathcoat’s, 

Tiverton!). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9RFiTo9TFM 

 

Perseverance landed in the floor of the 28-mile-

wide Jezero Crater, which hosted a lake and a river 

delta, billions of years ago. Over the course of its 

mission, Perseverance will scour Jezero for signs of 

ancient Mars life and store dozens of samples, 

waiting for ‘collect and return’ possibly by a future 

ESA mission, or Amazon, if they get any more rich. 

 

One of the rover's applications will generate oxygen 

from the carbon dioxide-dominated Martian 

atmosphere, technology that, if scaled up, could help 

our species get a foothold on the Red Planet - 

remember the 

Star Trek film ‘Genesis’ with the greening of an 

entire planet? - our nearest neighbour is about to 

spike our imaginations once again. Perhaps this time 

our keenest technology will afford us the chance to 

discover what went so wrong on Mars and help us to 

prevent a similar catastrophe on Earth! Updates to 

follow soon. 

 

 

 
 

 

Peter Hargood 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curiosity_(rover)#/media/File:PIA19912-MarsCuriosityRover-MountSharp-20151002.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curiosity_(rover)#/media/File:PIA19912-MarsCuriosityRover-MountSharp-20151002.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curiosity_(rover)#/media/File:PIA19912-MarsCuriosityRover-MountSharp-20151002.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9RFiTo9TFM
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Puzzles 
 
Here is a solution to the Dominoes puzzle that 

appeared in the last Focus. I have not given the 

completed Su Doku grid, but can do on request 

should anyone want to see it, neither have I given the 

solution to the other teasers, which I am reproducing 

again this month in the vain hope that someone will 

have a go! 

 

1 

 

1 2 3 3 5 4 6 

1 

 

4 6 4 0 6 4 6 

5 

 

1 6 3 3 2 2 1 

3 

 

1 3 6 6 2 4 4 

2 

 

2 5 5 3 1 4 0 

2 

 

6 5 0 1 2 0 5 

5 

 

5 4 0 0 0 0 3 

 

This month’s puzzles  

 

a) Set Square 

 

b) Figures for Letters 

Can you work out what number each of the letters of 

the alphabet from A to I stand for if the following 

sum is correct? 

  

A B C D  x  E F G H I  =  A C G E F H I B D  

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) A Calendar Puzzle 

Under our present calendar rules, the first day of a 

century can never fall on a Sunday or a Wednesday 

or a Friday. Can anyone explain why this is so? 

 

d) Su Doku 

Here is another Su Doku puzzle (each horizontal and 

vertical line must contain each of the numbers from 

one to nine): 

 

e) Dominoes 

 

I laid out a complete set of dominoes (ie 28 tiles, 

each with different combinations of two numbers 

from 0 to 6 with every combination used just once) to 

give the following pattern. Can you show the placing 

of each dual tile? To give an example, the 6 at the 

left-hand side in the top row might have been a 6-4 

(going horizontally in the grid) or a 6-0 (going 

vertically) – you will need to deduce which. 

 

6 

 

4 1 2 6 2 2 4 

0 

 

0 1 3 0 2 4 2 

6 

 

5 5 1 4 0 3 6 

5 

 

6 6 3 3 6 3 0 

1 

 

0 5 2 6 1 1 2 

0 

 

4 4 3 5 0 3 1 

1 

 

5 3 5 4 5 2 4 

  

Neville Lane 

 

 x 4 -  = 3 

+  -  +  

 

 -  x  = 28 

x  x  x  

 ÷ 2 x   

= 24 

= 48  

 

= 6  = 128  

4     8 3 1 6 

 1       5 

 8   6 4    

   2   5  9 

    3     

6  8   1    

   6 9   5  

7       6  

2 6 3 4     8 



Focus on Thorverton  32   Vol 52 No. 2 March 2021 
 

 

 

Thorverton School 
 

Escape to the Country and a new Head of School for 

Thorverton C of E 

Well-loved Head of School Mrs Sarah Parkes has 

decided to pursue her long-held dream to escape to 

the country and is moving with her family to West 

Wales. She will be much missed by the school 

community having been Head of School for the past 

5 years. During that time, she has led the school 

through two very successful inspections - Ofsted and 

SIAMS, developed the early years’ outside area and 

installed play equipment, built ‘The Lodge’ and 

turned it into a lovely library for the children – 

replacing the old library which perched between the 

music room and the kitchens. Mrs Parkes is rightly 

proud of these achievements but she has given so 

much more to the staff, children, parents and 

governors. Well respected and trusted by all, she is 

well known for her sense of adventure and fun, 

throwing herself wholeheartedly into residential 

trips and taking part in water fights on Sports Days.   

Mrs Parkes already has a horse and a large collection 

of guinea pigs and is looking forward to developing 

three acres of land and stables into a small-holding. 

She’s planning to have two horses and a herd of 

goats as well. There is a flourishing community in the 

Preseli hills and plenty of bridle paths and footpaths 

for Mrs Parkes and her family to explore.  

Mrs Parkes started at Thorverton in April 2015. Her 

first priority was getting to know the children and 

staff and becoming involved in supporting children’s 

learning and well-being. She set about addressing 

areas of school life that needed attention and, as a 

result of her hard work, determination, strong 

leadership and child-centred approach, the school 

has grown in popularity and numbers on roll have 

increased. Mrs Parkes describes Thorverton as ‘a laid 

back school with high expectations’ and she has 

achieved this by creating a relaxed atmosphere 

where the children and adults get on really well with 

each other but never lose sight of wanting the very 

best for each member of the community.   

In 2017, Mrs Parkes became Acting Head at 

Brampford Speke C of E school, while its governors 

voted to join the Exe Valley Federation. Mrs Parkes 

came into the school at a time of enormous change 

and brought security and stability to the whole 

school as a result of her 

thoughtful and determined 

leadership there. Despite 

enjoying the challenge, she 

was happy to hand the 

school over to its new Head 

of School and return to 

Thorverton, where she had 

been sorely missed. 

Chair of governors, Jackie Enright, praised Mrs 

Parkes for the enthusiasm she brought to 

everything. On behalf of the governors she 

presented Mrs Parkes, via Zoom, with a brand new 

pair of wellies and Dick Strawbridge’s Self-sufficiency 

Manual for her future projects as a thank you for her 

endeavours. 

The new Head of 

School, Mr Chris 

Holding, will take 

up the post in the 

summer term. He 

has written to 

parents and carers 

saying, ‘I am 

absolutely 

delighted to have 

been appointed as 

the new Head of 

School for Thorverton. It is clear to me that I am 

joining a school and a federation that has a talented 

and committed team of staff, dedicated to providing 

pupils with the best possible education. I am looking 

forward to finding out more about the school and 

having the opportunity to get to know parents, 

pupils and staff. I know that a successful and happy 

school depends on all of us working together. Mr 

Holding is currently working as Assistant 

Headteacher at Woodbury C of E Primary School and 

lives just outside Exeter with his wife and three 

young children, who keep him very busy when he is 

not at school. Mr Holding will be sure of a very warm 

Thorverton welcome at the school. 
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Adverts 
 

  
 

 

 

Get your business known 

in Thorverton. 

Advertise here for just £4 

per month for a ¼ page 

in black and white or in 

colour on the middle 

pages for just £8 per 

month. 
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Iain Clarke  
Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 
Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 

Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 
Planting 

Garden Maintenance 

Advice 
30 + Years in Horticulture 
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Postcards of Thorverton  

 
Lovely photos taken by Alex and Sam Fice 

available from the Post Office and the Berry 

Dairy  

All proceeds in aid of the Thorverton pre-school 

and Thorverton Post Office  
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PERSONAL TRAINING & MENTAL 

HEALTH FITNESS 

 
Mental health nurse & award winning personal 

trainer offering a holist ic approach to personal 

training at Sole2Soul's fully equipped gym 

studio in Netherexe.  

sole2soulfitness@gmail.com  

 

www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk   

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

 

mailto:sole2soulfitness@gmail.com
http://www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk/
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         The Exeter Inn 
About us 

The Exeter Inn reopened on 16 December 2020 with your new landlords, brothers Matt  
and Rick Cox, supported by the ever-loyal Sam Owen-Evans.  
 
Unfortunately, under the current government COVID-19 regulations, we cannot offer our full  
service, but as we have now fitted a commercial kitchen within the premises, we can continue  
to trade. As a result, we are pleased to confirm we can provide a takeaway service. With the  
government guidance to stay at home, isolate and shield, we will also be offering a delivery 
service within Thorverton. 
 
What we offer 

We currently offer burgers (including a vegan option), fish, pizzas, and a variety of sides  
and drinks, plus we are doing our Sunday Roast (vegan option available). As well as the main  
on Tuesday and Thursday we offer specials for example; homemade pies, lasagne,  
curries (this changes weekly). Friday is traditionally fish and chip night. 
Please note: Alcohol cannot be served with takeaway meals but is available as part of our 
delivery service. Soft drinks are available with takeaways and deliveries. 
 
How and when to order? 

To order: Call 01392 860206 or message us on Facebook. We will be taking advanced orders and where possible orders should be placed at 
least one hour before collection or delivery as there may be a delay at busier times. We are open Tuesday to Thursday 4pm – 8pm, Friday and 
Saturday 12pm – 8pm, and Sunday 12pm – 3pm. 
 
The future 

We are looking at how we can bring the community together over the next few months and will be starting with a virtual pub quiz. This will be 
advertised on Facebook, Instagram, Next-door app and the website. 

We will continually review what we offer and the hours we open, in line with government guidance, to ensure we cater for everyone as best we 
can. We will ensure our services are COVID-19 compliant, including arrangements for social distancing during takeaway collection, to keep 
everyone safe. If there is something we don’t sell and you like or any suggestions please just call us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern Upholstery 
 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Get your business 

known in Thorverton. 

Advertise here for just 

£4 per month for a ¼ 

page in black and 

white or in colour on 

the middle pages for 

just £8 per month. 
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 
 

Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)  Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk             Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU.   
Phone: 01392 861228. 

 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-
10.30 for newspapers only. Business Management Team: Royston 
Kershaw, Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 

Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MOST  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 
 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
 

Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 
Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 
 

Focus Magazine        Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: John Slater, Ye Olde Pounde, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                      Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 

 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 

 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Spriggs 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Davies 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler, 
Davies 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls, Spriggs 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

March 1st, 15th   and 29th      March 8th and 22nd      April 5th
 

 

                                                                                                                           

                                                                             

Mobile Library 
Service currently suspended 
 

Union Flag Flying days in February 
6 February Her Majesty’s Accession 

19 February Birthday of the Duke of York 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

Bus Services 
The majority of bus services resumed from 14th June, as below. The temporary pre-9.30 free travel concession for 

National Bus Pass-holders was withdrawn to help ensure capacity for workers during peak hours. 
 

Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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