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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

• To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

• For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

• To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

• To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

• To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20th of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 

acknowledged, so if you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days, please assume not received. 
 

Advertisements and Notices 

Poster Type Advertisements.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as near as possible to how it is intended 

to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

Focus reserves the right to refuse any advertisement or notice at its sole discretion for any reason 

whatsoever. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Full page 18.2 cm x 24.4 cm £14.00   £140 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £7.00   £70 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £4.00   £40 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £2.00   £20 

Please note that colour advertisements can be accepted at double the charge for black and white adverts. 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge (for up to 3 months) 

 

 

 
The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Please make cheques 

payable to “Focus”  

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com


Focus on Thorverton  1   Vol 52 No. 3 April 2021 
 

 

Editorial 
 

Hello all,  

 

I love this time of year – the trees are beginning to 

blossom and there are blankets of flowers 

everywhere!  

 

I think my favourites are the Daffodils and they’re in 

abundance throughout the village now, adding such a 

happy splash of colour!.... I also love the small 

yellow ones, purple ones and pink ones. (I realise 

these aren’t the official flower names, but it doesn’t 

matter how many times I’m told I just can’t seem to 

remember what they’re called!) However, this 

doesn’t diminish my appreciation of all things  

‘flowery’.  

 

The ‘Focus Gardening’ expert, Lorraine popped by 

the other day to say ‘hello’ and I couldn’t help but 

quiz her on what I’d got in my garden and how best 

to care for the multitude of plants I’ve inherited from 

the previous owner of my house. Lee White 

obviously had amazing green fingers, so I really 

don’t want to let her down. I am a complete novice 

so was very keen to tell Lorraine that I’d recently 

planted some seeds and was clearing a space for a 

veggie patch in the garden.  

 

. In this Focus 

 

 

Editorial ..................................................................... 1 

Letters ........................................................................ 2 

Thorverton Memorial Hall  ........................................ 2 

Thorverton Parish Council ......................................... 3 

Council Tax for 2021/22 ............................................ 4 

Notices ....................................................................... 5 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust .................................. 9 

Church Services and News ...................................... 10 

The Good Old Days? No.10……………………… 13 

Twenty years of the Portacabin……………………14 

The Joy of Clouds .................................................... 16 

Thorverton Cricket Club .......................................... 17 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club ................................. 17 

History Society ........................................................ 18 

The Garden in April ................................................. 20 

The Sky at Night ...................................................... 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve spent my day off today transferring my 

windowsill shoots  to the big outdoors. I feel like a 

proud parent in that I’ve managed to raise them this 

far and I just hope I can nurture them well enough to 

reap the rewards in due course. I have thoroughly 

enjoyed myself and recommend gardening to anyone 

who has been thinking about starting their own green 

fingered project. If things go well I’ll share a photo in 

the next edition…. Let’s hope I don’t kill them off 

before then! 

 

 

I’ve also just planted a Magnolia tree in the front 

garden so hopefully it will come into flower in time 

for the ‘Thorverton in Bloom’ competition (see page 

2 for details).  

 

I hope you enjoy this edition of Focus, and as always, 

I’m happy to listen if you have any ideas of how we 

can improve.   

 

     John Slater 

     Focus Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Dr Lucy Spriggs and Dr Greg Davies 

New Valley Practice 
 

We are writing to inform you that we shall be leaving 

New Valley Practice at the beginning of April 2021.  

For personal and professional reasons, we have 

individually made the difficult decision to move on at 

this time. 
  
It has been a privilege to be part of the life of the 

Crediton and Thorverton areas and we both wish 

nothing but the best for the practice as they move 

forward. We are sorry to no longer be one of your 

doctors, but have no doubt Drs Harris, Saunders, 

Ziegler, and Nicholls will continue your care with all 

their skills and professionalism. 
  

With our very best wishes for the future. 
  

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

The Memorial Hall Committee 

have been meeting regularly by 

Zoom to organise when the Hall 

could open and to plan future 

events. Due to the potential 

uncertainty surrounding the 

Covid restrictions it has been 

decided not to have the Fun Day this year but to have 

a slightly more limited celebration for re-opening. 

This is going to be a ‘Picnic in the Park’ on Saturday, 

10th July, outside the Hall on the grassed area, with 

music and children’s entertainment. It is bound to be 

sunny, so watch out for further details! 
 

We have decided that the popular Saturday Market 

and the Big Breakfast will start once again on 9th 

October and continue on the second Saturday of the 

month as usual. We are also hoping the TMH Film 

Night will start again from September onwards.  
 

We have been looking at events promoted by 

Villages in Action and hope to organise some of 

these over summer. Other events in the Hall are: 
 

Thursday 6 May:             Elections 

Friday 29 October:          Family Halloween Party    

                                            - always very scary! 
 

Saturday 30 October:     Jim Causley (folk singer).   

    Organised by Neville Lane. This will be a great  

    evening’s entertainment with songs from and  

    about the South West.  
 

Saturday 13 November:  Craft Fair. 

Sunday 28 November:    Tree Lighting Ceremony. 

Tuesday 7 December:     Christmas Bingo 

                                       - ever popular and great fun! 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Thorverton in Bloom 
 

Wouldn’t it be great to see Thorverton looking 

cheerful this summer, with floral displays all 

around the village? While the Parish Council has 

agreed some planting to improve further the visual 

appearance of the village, much of this won’t be 

seen to good effect until next spring, so it is also 

encouraging each street to put on a display, with 

judging to take place around the end of June.  
 

Given that it does take some time to grow and 

display many flowers, you might like to start 

planning this now. Do get together – safely 

distanced please – to plan how you might make 

your street look the best. So, if you live in 

Broadlands, Bullen Street, Bullens Close, Cleaves 

Close, Court Barton Close, Dark Lane, Dinneford 

Street, Jericho Street/The Green, Lynch 

Road/Lynch Close, Milford Lane, Raddon, School 

Lane, Silver Street, The Bury or The Glebe, please 

think about how you might make your street look 

the best for Thorverton in Bloom. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
The information in this report has been extracted from the 

meeting minutes of March 9th 2021. The full minutes can be found 

on the Parish Council’s website or on the noticeboard in School 

Lane. The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 13th April 2021 

by way of Zoom – see the agenda or contact the Clerk for more 

information: Clerk Alison Marshall thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk   
 

 

Annual Parish Meeting: The meeting will take place on-line, due to continued Covid restrictions, by way of 

Zoom on Wednesday 28th April 2021 at a time yet to be agreed. Please contact the Clerk for more information.   
 

Co-option of a new Parish Councillor: Due to the resignation of Cllr Keeley Wells, who will be greatly missed, a 

vacancy has now arisen for a new Parish Councillor. Anyone interested in this post is invited to view the advert on 

the village notice boards, the website and local social media. Please contact the Clerk for further information and 

an application form. It is expected that a new Councillor will be co-opted at the May 11th meeting.   
  

‘20 is Plenty’ project: Following positive public feedback, it was resolved to take this matter forward and to get 

the signs made, agree the locations (on private land) and to liaise with local businesses with regards to sponsorship.  
   

School Lane junction safety mirror/grass verges churned up by large vehicles: An on-line site meeting will 

take place with DCC Highways to discuss the above matters, along with other local highways issues, with the aim 

of finding some suitable solutions. To report matters such as potholes or blocked drains to DCC Highways the 

following link can be used: www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem  
 

Recreation Ground mowers: There was a great deal of interest with regards to the sale of the old ride-on-mower 

which was eventually sold to the highest of twelve bidders. The new ride-on-mower, purchased with funding 

support from DCC and Viridor Credits, will be in situ by March end.  
   

Defibrillators and funds: Following a request to transfer the ownership of the defibrillators and funds to an 

independent third party, it was resolved to take the matter forward once relevant Trust documentation had been 

presented. The request had come about following confirmation by the Council that in exceptional circumstances the 

ring-fenced funding could be used for other purposes.      
 

New Cemetery: The planning application will be submitted to MDDC shortly and it is expected that planning 

permission will be granted. Details of the application will be available on the MDDC website in due course. If you, 

or anyone that you know, is interested in joining the new Cemetery working group please get in touch with the 

Clerk or a Parish Councillor to find out more.    
 

Silver Street Footpath: The project is currently on hold pending the outcome of a public consultation by MDDC 

involving residents living along the proposed route.     
 

Local Footpath Leaflet: Councillors were delighted to hear that Focus had granted sufficient funding to cover the 

cost of producing the leaflet which will be available in local outlets soon.  

The Parish Council resolved to submit a letter of support to DCC with regards to the refurbishment of the old Tray 

Mill Bridge. Any local footpath matters, such as a broken gate or fence, can be reported to DCC through its 

website.   
 

Flowers in Thorverton village: It was resolved to brighten up the village with bulbs and wild flowers and to 

consider holding a ‘Thorverton in Bloom’ competition this year. Details can be found on local social media and the 

website and you are invited to have your say.  
 

Planning Matters: 

i) 20/02083/HOUSE REFUSAL erection of a rear dormer and loft extension at Rydal Cottage, Thorverton. 
 

ii) 20/01413/FULL APPROVAL erection of agricultural storage and 2 stables at Heathfield, Thorverton. 
 

iii) 20/02014/FULL APPROVAL change of use from office to dwelling at Durneford Court, Thorverton. 
 

iv) 20/02000/HOUSE APPROVAL erection of a 3 bay garage at Orchard House, Thorverton. 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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v) 20/02072/FULL APPROVAL erection of 2 dwellings/associated works at Lodge Farm, Brampford Speke. 
 

vi) 20/02053/FULL APPROVAL installation of 4 antennas externally within the castellation of the tower on each  

     elevation etc. at St Thomas of Canterbury Church, Thorverton.  
 

vii) 21/00311/LBC for the erection of a rear porch at Raddon Gardens Cottage, Thorverton. It was resolved to  

      submit ‘no comment’ with regards to this application. 
 

viii) 20/01989/HOUSE APPROVAL erection of single storey side extension linking garage to house, raising of  

       garage roof, insertion of dormer, enlargement of porch and first floor extension above at Northfields,  

       Thorverton. 
 

ix) 20/01788/LBC APPROVED formation of first floor en-suite shower room at 2 Silver Street, Thorverton.  

 

Your Parish Council: Neville Lane (Chairman), Andrew Foster (Vice Chairman), Stuart Crang, Sam Fice,  

John Hodge, Adam McKee, Trevor Sanders, Graham Sims, David Waldron.  

Clerk: Alison Marshall. Handyman: Neville Matthews.  

 
 

Council Tax for 2021/22 
Thorverton’s requirement 

 

Many of you may have noticed that while the Council Tax increase in respect of Devon County Council (DCC) and 

Mid Devon District Council (MDDC) is a relatively modest 2.0% and 2.4%, the increase for Thorverton Parish 

Council is nearer to 15%. Why is this? 

 

The amount that Thorverton Parish Council requires from Council Tax is the precept.  Our precept has fluctuated 

from year to year as different needs arise.  In the years since the new cemetery fund was completed, it has been 

£19,518, £19,518, £15,602 and £15,739. For this year the Parish Council calculated what was needed and this 

resulted in a precept of £17,912. This amount is apportioned between the Council Tax-paying properties (about 400 

in the parish). 

 

Much of the increase in expenditure has been connected to our requirement for the handyman to carry out tasks to 

keep the village looking good. A lot of this involves grass cutting and other small maintenance tasks. In the past 

most of this work was done by DCC’s Highways team, but with DCC having to cut back where it can, it is left to 

parish councils to pick up the reins if they want to keep their villages looking good.  This year we have also asked 

our handyman, as our snow warden, to do some gritting on icy mornings.  So, as well as the handyman’s salary, we 

have had to equip him to carry out his work, and we have needed to provide a small equipment store; temporarily 

we have hired a garage for this purpose.  All of this comes at a cost. 

 

We have also provided in the precept for the repair of the watercourses which channel through Thorverton: the weir 

- above the village to the north-west - which feeds the watercourses is in need of repair, and it is likely that this will 

be rather more than just a simple job this time.  Therefore, the Parish Council felt that it was appropriate to put 

money aside for this. 

 

The Parish Council also felt that it should be ready to support the community - in ways not yet fully clear - as the 

coronavirus restrictions are eased and we return to something approaching normality.  The Parish Council usually 

has a small amount of money available to give as grant, and the Council felt that, with the uncertainty ahead over 

the next year, it would be sensible to increase the amount available.  If it transpires that these funds are not needed 

this year, they can of course be carried forward, with a consequent lower requirement for the precept next year. 

 

I hope that this brief note helps to explain the main reasons for the increase in the requirement of Council Tax for 

Thorverton Parish Council.  The precept documents are available in the Finance section of the Council’s website, 

and of course you can ask me, another parish councillor or our clerk, Alison Marshall, if you need further 

explanation. 

 

Neville Lane 

Chairman of Thorverton Parish Council 
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Notices 

THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Vacancy for a new Parish Councillor 

• Do you care about your Community?  

• Do you have some time to put to a 

good cause? 

• Do you have expertise which could 

benefit your Community?  

• Do you want to make a difference in 

your local area?  

• Do you want to represent the views of 

local people?  

If you want to make a difference and be involved 

in shaping the future of your local Community, 

why not apply?  
 

Thorverton Parish Council is looking for a new 

Parish Councillor.  

If you are interested, or would like more 

information, please contact  

Alison Marshall on e-mail 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

or phone 01392 861228 for an application form. 

Closing date for applications – 5pm on Friday 

7th May 2021 

To qualify, a person must be a British subject, 

over 18 years old and on the electoral role. They 

must reside within Thorverton Parish (or within 

3 miles of the boundary) or occupy as owner or 

tenant any land or premises therein, or have their 

principal or only place of work there. They must 

not be disqualified from holding office as a 

Councillor. 
 

RUSTY RACKETS! 

Fancy playing tennis again after a break? Not 

sure if you are good enough to join a club? 

Come to a Rusty Rackets session at Newton St 

Cyres Tennis Club, Saturdays 9 – 10 am from 10th 

April, (10 am – 12 if more time wanted). Coach 

Jon Wills will facilitate play and advise you on 

your game. Maximum 6 people per session, £8 

for one hour. 
 

Please contact Jon on: jrw 23@hotmail.com, 

tel:07555 595747, or Laura Leigh on: 

winstodehouse@gmail.com, tel: 01647 24259.   

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/rusty-rackets    

 

C19 Group Support for People in 
Thorverton 
 

Would you appreciate some help? 

Thankfully things are looking up, but we aren’t quite 

out of the wood yet with this pandemic, so if you 

need help please don’t hesitate to ask your 

neighbourhood volunteer. You should have had a 

card last March with their name and contact phone 

number.  However, if you cannot find that and you 

need help, do contact us on 01392 861062 or 07496 

392106, or by email to: thorvertonc19@gmail.com 

 

Help with food provision? 

Please see the information about Lucy’s Larder 

elsewhere in Focus. Lucy’s Larder is in the porch of 

the parish church, where people in need may help 

themselves to food. Food donations should be left in 

the box in the porch. 

 

Why not join our Virtual Coffee Mornings? 

We will be continuing with our weekly coffee 

mornings throughout April. These offer a chance to 

chat from the safety of our own homes. Do join us.  
 

They take place every Friday at 11.00, through the 

following Zoom link: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5R

E5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09 
Meeting ID: 896 7168 4334 

Passcode: 896541 

Or email us at thorvertonc19@gmail.com if you want 

to be sent the link by email. 
 

Thorverton C19 Support Group 

 
 

Become a Focus deliverer – get yours 
free 

 

Last month we mentioned that you can have 
Focus delivered to your door each month 
and at a price of just £5 for a year's worth of 
11 fantastic editions - that is, one copy free.   
 
What we did not mention, however, was that 
if you take on the delivery of a small number 
of copies each month to one small area, all 
your own copies of Focus would be free.  
So, if you live in Jericho Street, Silver Street 
or Court Barton Close, for instance, and 
would like to take on delivery there, please 
contact Fiona Harrison (01392 966861). 
 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:23@hotmail.com
tel:07555
mailto:thorvertonc19@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5RE5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671684334?pwd=a1J5RE5MZUtkN1BtR3FFSjg1dk1OUT09
mailto:thorvertonc19@gmail.com
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Job Vacancy 
 

Finance & Administration 
Officer 

 

Part Time Flexible Hours  

Home Working 
for 

 

The Netherexe Parishes 
 

A Mission Community in the Church 
of England  

 

Church Office:  St Mary Magdalene Church, 

Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS 

Website: www.netherexe.org 
 

We are seeking a part time Finance and 

Administration Officer to work in our Mission 

Community, which comprises 9 churches in the 

lower Exe valley. This role is to manage the 

finance of the Mission Community, undertake 

administrative activities related to these parishes, 

and support the clergy. 
 

The post is offered on a job share basis, starting 

at 8 hours per week, rising to 12 hours per week 

from 1st October 2021 when the present job 

holder retires.   
 

Please note that preference will be given to 

candidates with experience of a financial 

background. 
  
The rate of pay is £11.60 per hour [reviewed 
annually on 1st January]. The precise timings and 
balance between working from home and office 
can be agreed with the successful candidate. 
 

This post is subject to a DBS check. 
 

For further details, or an application form and 

job description, please contact Jean Brown: 

 

Tel: 01392 861176  

or email: thorvertontr@btinternet.com  
 

The closing date for applications is Friday 30th 

April 2021. 
 

Interviews will be held on Wednesday 19th May 

2021, with appointment of the successful 

candidate from 1st July 2021.  

 

 

Fresh Local Fruit, Veg and Flowers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't forget that our friendly local farmer, 

Dave 'the Veg' 

visits the Bury, Thorverton 

Saturday mornings 8am - 11am 

with his tractor and trailer full of fresh 

fruit, veg and flowers which have usually 

been harvested earlier that same day.  

Prices are very low too. 

We don't want to lose this great service, 

so please remember to use it! 
 

 Podcasts 21 
 
Netherexe Voices present: 
 

Short stories for young and old, poetry 
and music…. 
 

April: Spring Shorts 

 
 

Available now: 
 

Themes of Easter 
A part dramatized retelling of the Easter Story 
with its message of hope and rebirth never more 
relevant than it is now. 
 
Log on to www.netherexe.org and follow the link 
to the Podcasts page or search for Netherexe 
Voices in your favourite podcast app or on 
iTunes. 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:thorvertontr@btinternet.com
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Lucy's Larder - A big thank you to Lucy Wells for all she has done in running her Larder of 

freely available foodstuffs and other items from the Parish Church porch over the winter months. 

As planned, others are now taking this on and, as the need remains, it will continue as before, 

remaining known as 'Lucy's Larder' in appreciation - see poster below. Many thanks to all who 

have helped, supported and have contributed to it, and are taking this forward. We hope that it 

has and will remain of help to any in need in the community. Don't forget - Help Yourself! 

 

Lucy’s Larder (Help Yourself) 
  

With the help of CHAT (Churches Housing Action Team), 
Thorverton C19 Group and Thorverton Parish Church 

 

we bring you Lucy’s Larder 

 
 

- available in the Church porch from 9am to 4pm every day;                   
     - for anyone who may be struggling and would welcome some free food;  

                      - donations of food are also welcome and can be added directly to the Larder 

                        e.g. Tinned Foods, Pasta, Fruit Juices, Biscuits, Sweet Treats, Fruit and veg;  
                      - any surplus food will be taken to CHAT who run the local foodbank.   
 

                         If you or anyone you know needs further support, contact the C19 Group    
                         who may be able to provide additional help -  
                         email: thorvertonc19@gmail.com or Tel: 01392 861062 or 07496 392106. 
                         or contact CHAT at  www.chatmid.org or Tel: 01884 255606.  
 

Are you currently struggling with money, may be due to losing a job? 

Are you worried about keeping your house (if you own or rent)? 

CHAT works with anyone with these questions, providing free, 
 impartial, confidential support & advice. 
 

 CHURCHES HOUSING ACTION TEAM (Mid Devon) Ltd 

  Tackling homelessness, avoiding evictions, bringing hope  
  Coggan's Well House, Phoenix Lane, Tiverton Devon EX16 6LU  

                                         Tel: 01884 255606      Email: theoffice@chatmid.co.uk     
                                         www.chatmid.org    @CHATMidDevon   Registered Charity No. 1049   478   
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors  
 

April 2021 Community Newsletter 
 

As from the 1st April bookings will 

be accepted for our monthly Outings 

Programme which this year, because 

of the coronavirus, will not 

commence until June.  
 

As our first outing on the 2nd June falls between the 

17th May (HMG Step-3) and the 21st June (HMG 

Step-4) it is likely that it will be subject to certain 

restrictions such as social distancing rules, 

sanitization measures and the compulsory wearing of 

face coverings (unless medically exempted) whilst on 

the coach and inside public buildings. These 

precautionary measures in conjunction with the two 

Covid-19 vaccinations offered to everyone over 50 

have been designed to minimise the risk of infection 

and provide a safe environment for everyone.  
 

In practical terms coach capacity restrictions 

applying to travel prior to the 21st June mean a 

reduction in the number of useable coach seats from 

53 to a maximum of 28 (subject to the number of 

people in “bubbles”) meaning seats will be in very 

short supply and will have to be allocated on a “first 

come first served” basis. It is, however, hoped that 

many of the short-term restrictions will be 

progressively relaxed allowing a more normal 

operating mode for outings later in the year. 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

2 June Bideford & Hartland Abbey & Gardens:   £25 

2 July Exeter Quay & Canal Cruise to Exmouth: £24 

5 Aug St Mawes & Ferry to Frenchman’s Creek: £30 

 

Outing snapshot 

The first of our monthly outings is to the historic 

North Devon harbour town of Bideford which, in the 

16th century was the third largest port in Britain. 

Today, Bideford is a working port alongside a small 

but flourishing fishing industry as well as being the 

supply base for the MS Oldenburg ferry service to 

Lundy. It is also the home of the Atlantic Village 

retail outlet. Other attractions include the historic 

Pannier Market and Butchers Row with its artisan 

shops. In the afternoon we travel on to Hartland 

Abbey, a former monastery on the Atlantic Coast still 

inhabited by Henry V111’s Sergeant of his Wine 

Cellar (to whom the Abbey was gifted) with its 

beautiful gardens, parkland and Atlantic Beach cove 

walk. 
 

Outing pick-ups from Tiverton, Bickleigh, 

Silverton, Ruffwell Inn, Rewe and Stoke Canon. 
 

It is hoped to recommence Coffee Mornings, Whist 

Drives and Theatre trips later in the year. 
 

If you are interested in joining the Club or would like 

more details of our outings please contact Martin 

Clough, Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Tel: 01392 860971  

or e-mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com  

website: www.sevs.info.  

 

 

 
 
 

THE LEONARD TRUST – 
 

MIGHT WE BE OF HELP TO YOU? 
 

In these difficult times, might the Leonard 
Trust help you with a small grant?  
 

Since it was set up by F.C. (Chip) Leonard in 
1972, the Trust has assisted many local 
organizations with their projects, as well as 
individuals with expenses related to their 
personal needs, including medical and 
educational. Applications for a specific 
purpose or need are favoured. 
 

If interested in applying for a grant, please 
contact the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes,  
       Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton. 
       Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com   
       Tel: 01392 860535 
 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
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THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST LTD  
supporting Thorverton Post Office                  
 

Ben’s Last [Newspaper] Stand 
 

At the end of February, we were sorry to have to say farewell to Ben 

Cross who has been our regular Saturday morning newspaper seller for 

more than two years, the last of which has been under particularly 

trying conditions. Ben also helped with newspaper deliveries in the 

first few months of the pandemic. 

 

Here is Ben in front of what has been his Saturday morning home 

since last March, proudly holding a cushion made especially for him 

by fellow colleague Helen Ratcliffe. Note the picture in the centre! 

 

We wish Ben well as he finishes his studies and then heads off to 

Alcester with his family. 

 

Sadly we weren’t able to give him a big send-off, neither were we able 

to do that for Business Manager Jan Hamilton at the end of January. 

However Helen also made her a cushion with the same motif and she 

received a lovely thank-you card. 

 

 

 

Remembering 20 years ago 
 

We have been gathering memories from 20 years ago 

so do read Sarah Crawford’s article which includes 

contributions from others who worked in the post 

office here at that time.  

 

We hope to continue gathering Thorverton 

PO/TCoops/TCT reminiscences, so please contact 

me if you’d like to share some with others in future 

Focus articles.  I may be contacting YOU too! 

 

Heather Kershaw      Chair and Membership 

Secretary   TCT Ltd    860419   Thorverton  PO    

860455 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  
 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 
 

We offer a very wide range of post office and 

banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings cards 

for every occasion (well nearly!), local postcards, 

posting and packing materials, health lottery tickets, 

phone top-ups, photocopying + lots more 
 

Easter cards now in stock   
   

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 
  

  Thorverton Co-operative Trist Shop 

  Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

  Sat urday     8.00 – 12.00 

  Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 
                           

Post Office 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Saturday      9.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs  Closed 
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Church Services and News 
 

SERVICES & INFORMATION APRIL 2021 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

Please note these services are proposed for April 2021 and  

may change due to Government Restrictions and COVID-19 tiering. 

Please check for current information by visiting our website at www.netherexe.org 
 

Friday 2 April Good Friday 

10:00 am Good Friday Drama                                           Zoom Telephone Service#   Stoke Canon 

11:15 am Contemplative Service  Cadbury Lay Led 

12:00 pm Reflective Service  Newton St Cyres TL 
 

Sunday 4 April Easter Day   

09:30 am Holy Communion     [CW] Thorverton JH 

10:00 am Holy Communion                                     [CW] Newton St Cyres  TL 

10:00 am Open Air Family Service❖  Brampford Speke Lay Led 

11:00 am  Private Prayer & Contemplation❖   Netherexe                  Open until 4:00 pm   

11:15 am Family Service  Rewe                                   Lay Led & LF 

11:15 am Holy Communion    [CW] Stoke Canon MSS 

11:15 am Holy Communion    [CW] Upton Pyne GC 

11:15 am Family Service  Cadbury Lay Led 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship  Zoom/Telephone Service# JH & TL 
 

Sunday 11 April Easter 2 

11:15 am  Holy Communion                           [CW]  Cadbury    GC 

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service#        LF & GC 
 

Sunday 18 April Easter 3 

09:30 am Open Door       Zoom/Telephone Service* LF 

11:15 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Stoke Canon    JH  

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service# JH & KR 
 

Sunday 25 April Easter 4 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Newton St Cyres  TL 

11:15 am  Communion by Extension    Rewe    LF   

05:00 pm Afternoon Worship      Zoom/Telephone Service# LF & TL  
 

Abbreviations: CW = Common Worship      BCP = Book of Common Prayer 
 

If you wish to attend a church service, you must book in advance by contacting: 
 

Cadbury  Libby Price  01392 860257  libby@prices7.com  

Newton St Cyres Sue Browne  01392 851460  suecbrowne@gmail.com 

Rewe   Sheia Newton  01392 860082  rewe.nativity@gmail.com 

Stoke Canon  Valerie Mills  01392 841659  valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com 

Thorverton  Royston Kershaw 01392 860419  thorvertoncw@gmail.com  

Upton Pyne  Christine Cotter  01392 841025  cotterchrissie@gmail.com  
 

Places at services are strictly limited. If you turn up at a church without booking, you may be turned away.   
 

# Afternoon Worship will continue by Zoom and telephone at 5:00 pm. To join by Zoom, click the link on your 

computer: 
  

Afternoon Worship:  https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09   

To join by telephone: Ring 0203 481 5237,  Meeting ID 960 5149 8892#  Password 591980 
 

*Open Door:   https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09 

To join by telephone: Ring 0203 901 7895  Meeting ID: 920 9331 7053 Passcode: 117621 
 

❖No booking required for open air services or private contemplation, but social distancing should be observed.  
 

This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the 

homepage. 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:libby@prices7.com
mailto:suecbrowne@gmail.com
mailto:rewe.nativity@gmail.com
mailto:valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertoncw@gmail.com
mailto:cotterchrissie@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/96051498892?pwd=dno0R05teVpFa1NmRWpxaHBjZ0prZz09
https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 

JH Revd Julia Hocking   Curate  07928 813333   julia.hocking@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader  07741 491946    laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TL Revd Tony Lane 

KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  

GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter 

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

TBC To be confirmed. 
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator]   Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 

Tuesday & Thursday [09:30 – 15:30]   Monday & Wednesday [09:30 – 13:30] 

Tel: 07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  

Email: margaret.lowe@netherexe.org   Email: peter.shepherd@netherexe.org  
 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 

4AS. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

An Update about our Current 
Vacancy from the Churchwarden 
 

The Mission Community of which we are a part, 

comprising 7 parishes and 9 churches, is now in a 

period of Vacancy - we are without a Rector.  
 

During the Vacancy, the Churchwardens, Ed Greed 

and myself, are jointly responsible, with the Rural 

Dean, for the decisions which a Rector would have 

taken. We are fortunate to still have the help of our 

Curate, Julia, our Reader, Laura, and several helpful 

retired clergy, to take services and deal with pastoral 

matters.  
 

We are pleased to announce that Thorverton 

Church will be open again for a "live" service on 

Easter Sunday, albeit still socially distanced and 

with masks. See details elsewhere in Focus for how 

to book. 
 

The Vacancy is likely to last at least until early 2022, 

as the process of recruiting a new Rector or Vicar is 

quite elaborate. We first have to put together a 

Mission Community Profile, describing our parishes 

and setting out what we want from our next Rector. It 

will take time to agree that. This then has to be 

approved by the Bishop of Crediton and all our 

Patrons, who include the Crown and the Dean and 

Chapter of the Cathedral (and strangely, a Roman 

Catholic Lord). Then we will advertise and the 

Bishop will help us short-list, interview and select.  
 

I would be happy to hear from parishioners what sort 

of Rector they would like, but don't ask for the 

impossible. With 7 parishes and 9 churches even the 

Angel Gabriel might have difficulty. 
 

Royston Kershaw 
 

 

 

 

THE NETHEREXE PARISHES 
 

Private Prayer and Contemplation.   
During April our churches will be open, or closed, 

as follows:  
 

Brampford Speke  
From 14 April open Wednesdays 10:00 am to 

12:00 noon 
 

Cadbury 
Open Wednesdays 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Huxham   
Remains closed at this time  

 

Newton St Cyres   
Open Wednesday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm  

 

Netherexe   
Remains closed at this time 

 

Rewe  
Saturdays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

 

Stoke Canon    
Thursdays 09:30 am -11:30 am   

 

Thorverton   
Sundays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

[Except for 4th April due to a Service]  
[NB: Church closed weekdays due to building 

works]  
 

Upton Pyne    
Remains closed at this time. 

 

Please note that a face covering should be 
worn  when entering our church buildings. 

 

 

 

mailto:julia.hocking@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.lowe@netherexe.org
mailto:peter.shepherd@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
Leave no-one behind 
 

Most, if not all of us, look forward to Spring. If we 

do not enjoy the heat of the Summer, Spring is 

perfect: longer days, brighter weather and new 

growth in our gardens and the countryside.  How 

much more so this year: the strong hope that we can 

get out and see our friends and families we have 

missed so much, a vaccine to protect us from the 

pandemic and a chance to visit or take part in many 

of the things that have been restricted. 
 

Easter is celebrated in churches across our country in 

the Spring. The new life visible in the world around 

us reflected in the new life offered to us by the 

resurrection of Jesus. 
 

The celebration of Easter, however, is preceded by 

the pain of Good Friday. For many, there will be no 

euphoria when the lockdown ends: loved ones have 

been lost to COVID-19 or other illnesses without the 

opportunity for a proper funeral to mourn or to seek 

solace in the company of friends and family; jobs 

have been lost, bills have mounted up and there is the 

possibility of losing one’s home. Time at school, 

college and university has been lost and with it career 

aspirations and further education places.  
 

For those who will emerge from this last year 

relatively unscathed, our responsibility is to reflect on 

how it is for those who are less fortunate. Our 

celebration of Easter each year is a remembrance not 

only of Jesus’ resurrection but of the life that he lived 

before he died as a pattern for our own: a life 

concerned with the poor, the sick and the 

disadvantaged. They remain with us: bowed down by 

the consequences of the pandemic and lockdown. 
 

Things will be different in the future. The future 

might involve working from home more often. It 

seems very likely that our high streets will change: 

many well-known brands have closed their doors and 

we might see more community outlets and individual 

shops. The government has promised a greater 

emphasis on protecting the environment.  
 

Once when Jesus was dining at a friend’s house, a 

woman anointed him with an expensive perfume. The 

disciples were cross at the waste. Jesus told them, 

‘You will always have the poor with you but you will 

not always have me’. His words are as true today as 

when he rebuked his disciples. Many of our 

neighbours living in our villages will struggle with 

the future, with the ‘new normal’.  As we blink in the 

sunlight and soak up the opportunities that will 

shortly be available to us let us remember those who 

are in need of our care and thought. As we race to 

visit the people and places we have been longing for, 

may we not leave behind those who need our 

consideration, a kind word, an invitation for coffee or 

a hug.  

Laura Ford 

 

Baptist Church 
 

Christ is risen!    Hallelujah! 

The Lord is risen!    He is risen indeed! 

 

The season of Easter is upon us.  Some restrictions 

have been lifted, enabling churches to celebrate the 

greatest event of the year in the Christian calendar 

under certain restraints, but we are not yet back to 

BC (the situation Before Covid).  At least, we have 

made progress.  This time last year, together with 

millions all over the world, I joined the Archbishop 

of Canterbury in his kitchen on Easter Sunday 

morning.  This year, I shall be able to meet - in the 

sense of being in the physical presence of - with 

fellow-believers for an act of praise which will not, 

alas, include congregational singing (as the Bishop of 

Exeter remarked recently in an address to the clergy, 

"It is unlikely that the strains of Jesus Christ is Risen 

Today will be echoing across Devon this Easter) but 

which will nevertheless contain other traditional 

elements of worship such as prayer, the public 

reading of Scripture and meditation upon that same 

living Word. 
 

The final chapter of Luke’s gospel tells the wonderful 

story of two Christians on their way to Emmaus, a 

village a few miles from Jerusalem.  Their 

conversation as they walk was dejected because their 

leader had recently suffered the humiliation of public 

execution by crucifixion.  They were joined by an 

unknown traveller who accompanied them to their 

destination.  As they sat down to their simple meal, 

they recognised with astonishment and joy that the 

stranger, who had communicated to them on the road 

such heart-warming teaching from the Hebrew 

Scriptures, was none other than the Risen Jesus 

himself!   
 

Despite the lateness of the hour, they rushed back to 

Jerusalem to share their experience and found the 

apostles in the very act of processing the news of the 

Resurrection which they had received from others. 

 Amid their excited exchanges, Jesus himself 

appeared among them and pronounced the traditional 

greeting, ‘Peace be with you.’  At first, his words 

provoked panic rather than peace but as he reassured 

them their fears gave way to the same joy and 

amazement as experienced in the home at Emmaus. 
 

Those experiences were to be the first of a dozen or 

so appearances to different people in various 

circumstances as the Risen Lord chose to reveal 

himself as Conqueror over suffering and death.  It 
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was not something the followers of Jesus were 

expecting.  They had never really understood his talk 

about being handed over to the Gentiles to be killed 

and then to rise again after three days.  But now it all 

made sense. 
 

The Resurrection is at the heart of Christian belief.  

In 1 Corinthians 15, a most remarkable chapter, the 

Apostle Paul sums up how the whole Christian faith 

stands or falls on the assertion that Jesus of Nazareth 

actually, truly, historically, rose  from the dead: ‘If 

Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless 

and so is your faith ... if Christ has not been raised, 

your faith is futile and you are still in your sins ... If 

only for this life we have hope in Christ , we are to be 

pitied more than all men ... BUT Christ has indeed 

been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 

who have fallen asleep. 
 

For Paul, the Resurrection was not simply dogma but 

experience.  A vicious opponent of Christianity, he 

had been stopped in his tracks on the Damascus Road 

by the Risen Christ and from that moment his life 

had been transformed.  And it was no mere flash in 

the pan.  From that day forward until the end of his 

life some thirty years later he gave himself entirely to 

the proclamation of that good news which had turned 

his very existence upside down and at the same time 

changed the course of history. 
 

Even the first century Jewish historian Josephus 

acknowledged that the ‘wise man called Jesus’ was 

condemned to death by Pilate, but that his followers 

‘reported that he had appeared to them three days 

after his crucifixion and that he was alive.’   The 

conclusion of Josephus in that remarkable passage 

from his ‘Jewish Antiquities’ is this: 
 

‘And the tribe of the Christians, so named after him, 

has not disappeared to this day.’ 
 

And today, nearly two thousand years later, many of 

us are privileged to belong to that same tribe. 
 

Rev. Maurice Harrison 

 
 

The Good Old Days? (No.10) 
 

Pas d’elle yeux Rhône que nous 
 

I wonder if you have worked out my title yet. In 

previous articles I have touched upon early lessons in 

French and Latin when I started at grammar school 

and the above sentence was presented to thirty 

bemused first-formers at the end of our first French 

lesson.  Our teacher suggested we should make it our 

motto for our years at school and indeed throughout 

life.  Have you cracked it yet?  Of course it makes no 

sense at all even though each word is authentically 

French.  If you’re still stumped, read it out loud.  And 

I should tell you that it’s to be understood as English 

rather than French. With any luck, it’ll come out as 

Paddle your own canoe. 
 

Whether that was good advice or not, I’m not 

sure, but the conundrum did not discourage me from 

being interested in French.  We were very fortunate 

in having a gifted teacher who gave herself 

wholeheartedly to initiating us into the delights of a 

foreign language and consequently expanding our 

necessarily limited Black Country horizons.  Every 

day Madame Hewitt included a conversational 

section in her lesson which often included the 

question ‘Qu’est-ce que vous avez fait hier?’ ('What 

did you do yesterday?')  Any response which 

involved the correct use of the perfect tense was duly 

praised, but fellow-pupils were really waiting for the 

reply from our class clown, Peter Fantom, which was 

invariably ‘Je me suis promené avec mon chien.’ ('I 

went for a walk with my dog.’). As with jokes, it 

wasn’t so much the content of the reply itself as the 

delivery, which always provoked general mirth. 
 

With Mrs Hewitt’s encouragement, when I was 16 I 

signed up for a ‘semaine culturelle’ in Paris 

organised by the inter-school Anglo-French Society. 

Our group was due to travel from Snow Hill Station 

Birmingham by the midnight train.  Our headmaster, 

whose daughter was also going on the trip, 

solicitously offered a lift to any of us whose parents 

would be unable to accompany them at such a late 

hour.  I gratefully accepted and then was mortified to 

find that the others had made their own arrangements 

and I was the only one to have taken advantage of Mr 

Lloyd’s kindness.  The great man drove me to his 

luxurious (in my eyes) home for a meal through 

which I sat embarrassed and tongue-tied before he 

conveyed his daughter and me to the station. 
 

I made some good friends during the course of the 

week, notably with several lads from Swansea.  We 

had some good exchanges with French students, 

attended lessons with native language French 

teachers, went to the Opéra to hear Carmen and to 

the Comédie Française to see Le Cid.  The highlight 

of the week for my new Welsh friends was the 

France-Wales rugby match at the Parc des Princes, 

the only time I have ever been to a live rugby match 

in my life.  The Welsh players excelled in their 

singing before the game but less so on the pitch and 

lost decisively, much to the chagrin of the boys from 

South Wales. 
 

That then was the first time I paddled my own canoe, 

as it were, and crossed the Channel.  It was not to be 

the last. 
 

Maurice Harrison 
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Twenty Years in the Portacabin 
 

April 5th this year marks the 20th anniversary of the 

opening of Thorverton Post Office in its “temporary 

accommodation” in the Quarry Car Park! It has been 

an eventful two decades and scores of Thorvertonians 

have played their part in its establishment and 

survival. They have given their time, their talents 

and, yes of course, their money, to ensure that we 

could continue to have this vital service in the heart 

of our community.  

 

The Thorverton Co-operative Trust is now the not-

for-profit business which was eventually created to 

enable the Post Office to survive financially. Heather 

Kershaw, one of its Directors and the Secretary, 

suggested that we might mark our anniversary year 

with a series of articles reminding readers of what an 

eventful enterprise it has been.  

 

We thought we would start at the very beginning. 

Thinking back twenty years, even with the aid of 

papers and documents, is a challenging business. As 

Her Majesty so succinctly put it: “recollections may 

vary”, but I have talked to some of those who were 

around at the start in 2001 to try and paint a picture 

of those early days.  

 

 
Dr Michael Lewis hands over the keys of the new 
Post Office accommodation to Sarah Crawford, who 
will be running it. 

 

I was the first Sub Postmistress behind the new 

counter. It was a job for which I, as a primary school 

teacher and Early Years advisor, had absolutely no 

experience or qualifications. Well, I could read and 

add up, which proved quite useful! But long before 

we pulled up the parcel hatch for the first time, a 

huge amount of determination, ingenuity and, to be 

frank, bare faced cheek, had gone into getting the 

portacabin and its attendant Portaloo into position on 

the village car park.  

 

Brian Trump recalls: “My recollections start shortly 

after we moved in to “The Lodge” in 2000 with a 

visit from Michael Lewis, ostensibly to welcome us to 

the village, but really to ask for £200 towards the 

purchase of the portacabin. Being newcomers, we 

assumed this was the sort of thing that happened in 

Thorverton! Michael assured me I was getting off 

lightly as he had tapped Vicountess Hambledon at 

Dunsaller for £500! He formed a small committee 

which met in his flat, mainly to agree what he had 

already arranged!”  
 

Michael Lewis’ energy and drive took some people 

aback, but he was full of kindness and generosity.  
 

Heather reminded me: “With the money raised a 

portacabin was rented for about 3 or 4 years until it 

was purchased with the aid of a grant from DEFRA 

and The Leonard Trust. Ken Rose and Dame 

Margaret Turner Warwick did a lot of work on all of 

that” - with help on the legal side from Roger Acock.  
 

The committee agreed to raise the money for the rent 

of the portacabin by selling newspapers. Norman 

Wells had previously sold and delivered papers but 

was planning to retire.  
 

Brian said: “After the sad death on holiday of 

Norman, it was agreed that we would sell papers and 

stationery to raise some income to pay for expenses 

and the rent of the Portaloo.” Very generously, 

Margaret and Richard Turner Warwick volunteered 

to take on the rent of the Portaloo, leaving more 

income to run the Post Office.  
 

The portacabin was sited on the car park with the 

help of the Parish Council. Chair of the Council at 

the time was Lou Helley and she wrote a piece in 

“Focus” appealing for someone to take on the role of 

Sub Postmaster. I gave her a ring.  
 

Running a Sub Post Office, I discovered, was 

basically a franchise operation. Post Office Ltd 

would provide the safe, 

computer equipment and 

printers and supply the 

stock and cash. The 

Postmaster was required 

to provide the accom-

modation, fittings and 

fixtures, insurance, pay 

for the phone and 

electricity, install an 

adequate counter and 

even buy a date stamp!  

 

Fortunately, we were able to move the counter from 

the previous Post Office, in what is now “Hour 

Cottage,” and we inherited other items such as the 

letter and parcel scales and the stamp book. 



Focus on Thorverton  15   Vol 52 No. 3 April 2021 
 

 

 
 

 

You will probably recall from recent press reports 

that several unfortunate Sub Postmasters were 

wrongly and devastatingly convicted of fraud in the 

early 2000s. The cash provided each week had to be 

carefully accounted for, and any deficit on a 

Wednesday night had to be replaced from the 

Postmaster’s own pocket. (This is still the case!) A 

shiver ran down my spine when I heard of the fraud 

cases. I was appointed after two days training and 

even though I still had to tot up a ledger at the end of 

each day, the “Horizon” computer system was in 

charge, in its early days and definitely exhibiting 

“glitches”.... 
 

Post Office Counters would pay me a monthly 

stipend, based on the size of the office and it would 

be supplemented according to how many transactions 

we completed each month. The transaction volume 

was also the vital test of ongoing viability! From the 

stipend I was at liberty to employ as many staff as I 

could afford! Brian and Mary Trump and Gilly 

Haysom were my first employees. I decided to pay 

everyone, including myself, £5 an hour and save 

anything over at the end of the month, for 

emergencies. There wasn’t much!  
 

We waited to see if Thorverton would complete 

sufficient transactions to meet the wage bill and keep 

us afloat. They delivered valiantly, some people even 

stopping direct debits so that they could pay their 

bills with us and earn us those important “Brownie 

Points”. So many characters - Geoff White, who 

showed me the “Matt” cartoon in his Telegraph every 

morning; Kit Cozens in her buggy with her little 

white terrier; Enid Andrews, who always came in 

with a “How do?”; Marg Maynard and Sybil Tulloch 

always arriving together at five past nine; a host of 

bar people from the “Exeter” and Russell from the 

Farm Shop coming in for bags of change; Richard 

Turner Warwick posting the script of his book about 

“leaky ladies”; and of course, our wonderful village 

posties, Alex and Graham, who still work with us! 

We discovered what a privilege it is to work at the 

heart of a village community like Thorverton.  
 

People trusted us with their savings, their foreign 

currency purchases, their important bill payments, 

their precious parcels and with their reminiscences 

and opinions. There was a great deal of form filling 

and docket writing. We still had stamps for 

everything and fishing licences and if you wanted to 

make a card payment, we had to drag out a terrifying 

machine and find the carbon duplicating slips....  
 

As far as the “shop” end was concerned, Brian 

remembered: “We shopped around for a second hand 

counter and someone (I can't remember who) put up 

shelving. There were volunteers who came to sort 

and sell the papers and I remember on a Monday 

(because that was my day in the PO) Graham Palmer 

was on duty and (quite rightly) would not open a 

minute before 9am even if there was a queue outside, 

to the irritation of some of the people waiting! We 

branched out to selling greetings cards which Mary 

arranged. There was a grand opening by Dame 

Margaret with Michael being thanked for his efforts 

in getting it all up and running. Peter Thomas was 

heavily involved and Ken Rose was also a Monday 

seller as he and Graham alternated. Phyllis Langdon 

was a very faithful seller too, and she lasted the 

longest of all our sellers (I think almost up to the time 

of her illness). Mary and Peter Thomas gave a party 

in their garden to celebrate the first anniversary of 

the opening.”  
 

Heather told me: “I have a list of volunteers from the 

start and then, a bit later on, I think, judging by the 

crossings out and additions: Graham Palmer, Ken 

Rose, Diane Deed, Phyllis Langdon, Annie Lord, 

Angela and Tim Gilmour-White, Jane Ristic, Sarah 

Acock, June Birch, Colin Grogan, Ian Stoyle, Ivor 

Payne, Don Hodgetts, Pam White, Peter and Mary 

Thomas, Richard and Claire Martin, Graeme 

Culshaw, Emily Acock, Jess and Alice Crawford, 

Sybil Tulloch, and Jill Blewett.”  
 

Gilly Haysom shared these memories with me: “I 

think I started working once you, Sarah, had finished 

training. As I worked Thursday and Friday I had my 

own ‘community’ of Thursday pensioners and I 

quickly learned who came early and who waited ‘til 

the afternoon when it would be quiet, so they could 

have an undisturbed chat. Also, some liked their 

money with small change so they could pay the 

milkman, or window cleaner or have change for the 

meter. Post Office Savings books, cheques, utility 

bills paid by cash, TV licence stamps all made it very 

much an individual service, tailored to the customer.  
 

“Friday, at the time was the day the money and 

stamps got delivered, so it was my job to count every 

note, coin and stamp to make sure the correct 

amounts came or the books wouldn’t balance.  
 

The first Christmas, we had to guess the amount of 

stamps we would need for cards and parcels. We had 

been sent a lot of small denomination stamps and one 
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afternoon what felt like half the village, all chatting 

happily away, were crammed into the post office with 

armfuls of cards and parcels and I was gradually 

getting walled in behind the counter. Because each 

parcel needed 6 or more stamps, I was taking the 

money, writing the amount on the parcel and moving 

on to the next person, so I phoned Sarah in a panic 

and she rushed down and between us we got the right 

number of stamps on all the parcels by the time the 

postman came. Next year we had a much better idea 

what stamps to order!  
 

“I learnt a lot about the people I served, a slice of the 

village characters I hadn’t known before and as Ian 

Stoyle was one of my Friday paper volunteers, I 

learnt lots of the history too.  There was a rhythm to 

each day, certain things done at certain times, 

pensions, special deliveries collected, mums rushing 

in for their child benefit before picking children up 

from school, the end of day stuff that had to be done 

for the postman and someone coming in just as you 

were closing up for lunch.  I supported the PO myself 

by spending spare time there writing long letters to 

friends.” (… and doing exercises! - Sarah)  
 

Katharine Gomme joined the team in September 

2002. I asked what came back to her about the early 

days: “Old Bill Rogers coming up on Thursday 

afternoons for many years on his bicycle in a 

luminous yellow jacket. Latterly, I think he got a 

buggy, whatever, he was independent to the end! He 

had some sort of old-fashioned savings tin and we 

apparently had the key to this, but at some point it 

disappeared. I liked him. He was station master I 

think, in the days of Thorverton railway station.  
 

“Phyllis Langdon who always had her pension in a 

very particular way with very particular amounts of 

coin (she picked up the pensions for two other elderly 

ladies); “Losing“ £500 at cashing up and being 

absolutely devastated and so relieved when you came 

down to help me and I‘d only counted the bundles of 

£5 notes wrongly!  
 

“Mr Massey and his stories of engines and trams and 

trains. Miss Hawkings, who told me about her 

girlhood in Thorverton during the war, cycling to 

dances with blackout lights on the bike. She used to 

bring me raspberries from her garden and invited me 

to her garden once and gave me Michaelmas daisy 

plants which still thrive in my garden. I really liked 

her, too. She was so bright and with it. To the end she 

never had a telephone in her cottage. Finding out 

who was related to whom and sometimes being quite 

astonished! So many people with so many stories. 

That’s what makes it such a great place to work!”   
 

And, after 20 years, I couldn’t have put it better 

myself!  

Sarah Crawford 

The Joy of Clouds 
 

 
 

It is rare to see a completely cloudless sky. Yet we 

seldom look up to make note of the shapes of the 

clouds above us. If you watch clouds develop over 

minutes or even hours you can see them tell the story 

of our changeable weather. Since we live near the 

western side of an island on the western edge of 

Europe we see the development of weather systems 

before they settle down to more constant systems 

over continental Europe. When I lived in Belgium, 

weather forecasting amounted to “It'll be the same 

tomorrow as it was yesterday”. Whereas here, in 

Devon, you can sometimes get three (or even four) 

seasons in a single day. 
 

Very high clouds (cirrus), sometimes with mackerel 

pattern or mares tails, can show the speed of the 

winds giving us a developing storm with towering 

dark cumulonimbus clouds which contain rain, hail 

or snow depending on temperature and how long the 

droplets travel down and up the cloud.  

 

You can simplify our weather by noting that a high 

pressure zone arriving from the west (like most of 

our weather) has winds circulating in a clockwise 

direction (to remember, think of a clock on a high 

shelf). So while the high pressure is west of Ireland 

winds will be from the north (and cold). A low 

pressure zone to the west will have anticlockwise 

rotation giving winds from the south, which should 

be warm. When the high pressure is above Devon we 

get calm weather with no winds.  
 

On a fine summer day try lying down in a flower 

meadow and look up at the shapes of the cumulus 

clouds drifting slowly across the sky. But... if you 

want to really scare yourself, imagine you are not 

looking UP, but looking DOWN, being prevented 

from falling off our planet by holding onto the grass 

in the meadow. A reasonable idea on a spherical 

planet. You can always observe cloud shapes that 

look like animals, or more likely countries, such as 

Spain and the Mediterranean which can often be 

imagined.  It's easy to think (wrongly) that the clouds 
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are in the inside surface of dome, but if you look 

carefully, the clouds get closer together towards to 

horizon. A bit like being at the bottom of a 

swimming pool looking at things floating on the 

surface. Even more interesting is when you get 

several layers of clouds at the same time. The highest 

ones (cirrus) almost stationary, the lower ones  

moving faster, and maybe getting thicker, and darker, 

as they move towards the east (mostly). 
 

We all get excited about a stunning red sunset 

including the waves of small mackerel clouds. The 

colours change while we watch and sometimes we 

are rewarded with white rays expanding out of the 

horizon and hitting clouds above us. Often the best 

sunsets appear after the sun is below the horizon. 

And if you are watching the sun setting into the sea, 

watch for the very last part of the sun disappearing; 

you may be lucky enough to see a green flash. This 

is caused by the atmosphere acting like a prism, 

dispersing the light into a spectrum (ROYGBIV) and 

refracting the shortest wavelengths (green/blue) from 

the sun when it's actually below the horizon.  
 

These red sunsets occur in the west (obviously), 

when the lack of rain-bearing clouds is allowing the 

sun shine up to illuminate the high clouds, indicating 

good weather arriving. A red sunrise occurs in the 

east where the clear weather has already passed by. 

So shepherds can be correct most of the time and 

early-rising sailors may be wise to check the internet 

forecast if the eastern sky is red. 
 

Of course weather forecasting is much more 

complicated (ask Royston), especially when the jet-

stream shifts from north of us to south over France, 

and multiple high and low pressure zones cause 

warm and cold fronts across the UK. But when you 

go for your morning walk, remember to look up and 

see if you can predict the afternoon's weather or find 

a cloud that looks like Australia. 
 

John Spivey 

 

Cricket Club     
Thanks to grants from Viridor and 

Devon County Council, the club has 

been able to put in some new practice 

nets. The club has also put a new fence 

at the river end of the ground. The club is indebted to 

the grounds team of Charlie Andrews, John Hill, Paul 

Jordan and Keith Cudby for getting the ground into 

such good shape.  
 

The cricket club is looking forward to being able to 

get some play under way. Apart from the usual 

teams, the club is launching Women's Softball 

Cricket on Wednesday 19th May at 18.30 and 

thereafter on the third Wednesday evening of each 

month. 

 

 
 

 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
April Update 

We were very pleased to hear that the tennis courts 

were able to open again on 29th March. I think I 

speak for many when I say this last lockdown felt 

like a long, hard slog, and I hope that all readers have 

emerged from it ok, and in good physical and mental 

health. 
 

To celebrate our reopening and to encourage more 

people to start playing at the club we are starting a 

‘Rusty Rackets’ session for those who would like to 

return to tennis but feel worried that they are out of 

practice or not good enough for a club session. It will 

be on Saturday mornings, from 9 until 10 am, and 

run by our coach Jon Wills, who will be there to 

facilitate play and give you tips on what you need to 

work on.  
 

Numbers will be a maximum of six people per 

session on two courts and the cost will be £8 per 

person.  For those wishing to stay on for an extra 

hour for more tuition Jon will be available on a single 

court for another two hours at a price to be arranged 

with him depending on numbers.  
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The sessions will start on Saturday April 10th, and 

continue depending on demand, with the exceptions 

of Saturdays April 17, May 15, June 12 and July 10. 

You will need to book yourself into each session in 

advance and anyone who is interested should please 

contact Jon Wills, email: jrw23@hotmail.com, tel: 

07555 595747 or Laura Leigh, email: 

winstodehouse@gmail.com, tel: 01647 24259. 
 

We had to hold our AGM by zoom this year – not 

such fun as accompanied by a meal and a drink at the 

Stables, but the business got done.  
 

Our junior coaching sessions will resume in the 

summer term, please contact Laura Leigh on the 

above number if you are interested.  In the meantime 

let’s hope for a good summer and an end to covid 

restrictions. 

Sally Baldwin 

 

History Society 
  

 
 

The Serge Trade in Devon 
 

A Zoom Talk for the Thorverton History Society 

A personal view given by Peter Maunder 

 

On Friday the 26th February, thirty-one ‘Zoom 

screens’ tuned in to a fascinating talk about the trade 

in serge, so important to our area in past times. 
 

Our Chairman introduced the meeting by welcoming 

both the speaker and visitors from other associations, 

as well as providing a brief background to the more 

than twenty odd years of research that Peter Maunder 

has achieved on the subject of the  Devon cloth trade.  
 

Peter’s recent publication “Tiverton Cloth” is highly 

recommended reading for those wishing to find out 

more (please contact richarddpocock@gmail.com for 

details). 
 

The talk was accompanied throughout with excellent 

and relevant illustrations, contextual local 

information as well as detailed examples and 

explanations of the manufactured cloth in vibrant 

colour, design and texture from ‘Passavant’s Pattern 

Book’.  This eighteenth century working document is 

a goldmine of samples and swatches of actual 

shipments made by a Swiss born merchant of the 

time, based in Tiverton, and gave the audience a 

valuable insight into the range and weight of the 

fabrics. 
 

Peter began his history of the serge trade from 1475 

when a treaty was signed between France and 

England for the exchange of Devonshire kersey and 

serge for Breton linen, providing a major market for 

local product.  This was augmented when John 

Greenaway of Tiverton joined the Merchant 

Adventurers' Guild in order to access the Low 

Countries in 1497. Looms, Tillett (printing) blocks 

and wool combers from this period can be found in 

the Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter, and you 

may recall from an earlier local talk from Mike 

Baldwin that we were surrounded in Thorverton by 

the leats and fulling mills used to pound and scour 

the grease from the cloth to toughen and process the 

raw material. 
 

Various setbacks came to the trade when Spanish 

weavers began to compete for the Dutch market, but 

cheaper domestic labour in the County gave Devon 

undyed cloth the edge. By 1676, 77% of Exeter’s 

serge was destined for the Low Countries, 

corroborated by archaeological evidence from the 

distribution density of contemporary lead seals, 

previously attached to cloth bales, found in the 

Netherlands. 
 

By 1700, some of the earliest trade unions in the 

country had been established in the form of local 

Combers and Weavers Clubs and Defoe provides an 

authenticated source describing the Exeter Serge 

Market and local spinning in ‘A Tour thro' the Whole 

Island of Great Britain’. Developments in financial 

instruments, additional sources of wool and pattern 

cards demonstrate the growth and modernisation of 

the trade, curtailed, unfortunately, by both the 

Industrial and French Revolutions. The subsequent 

loss of markets, a decline in the significance of the 

County’s strengths and unsuccessful attempts to 

industrialise (at Ottery and at Heathfield’s Mill in 

Tiverton) resulted in the ultimate decline of local 

manufacture by the mid nineteenth century. 
 

This was a fascinating talk on a subject of local 

significance which fully engaged the audience in 

wide ranging questions and feedback. Our grateful 

thanks to Peter Maunder. 
 

Recorded by Ann Marshall 
 

Our next History Society talk will be on Friday 23rd 

April: “Burrator Farms - Life in a Dartmoor Valley”. 

Paul Rendell. 
 

Our talk in May will be on Friday 28th:  

The Dartmoor Conchies”.  Simon Dell. 

mailto:jrw23@hotmail.com
tel:07555
tel:07555
mailto:winstodehouse@gmail.com
mailto:richarddpocock@gmail.com
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Wyndham House Surgery 
“Ambition is the path to success. Persistence is the 

vehicle you arrive in." 
 

The Covid-19 vaccination programme continues to run 

very successfully. Everyone over 50 years old and all 

the clinically vulnerable have had their first dose. We 

will be starting second doses of vaccines on Sunday 

April 11th.  
 

If you received your first dose at College Surgery in 

Cullompton your second dose will also be there. We 

are planning on mirroring the day and time of your 

first injection. If you came on Sunday 17th Jan your 

second dose will be Sunday 11th April, at the same 

time as the first. Likewise, Wednesday 20th January 

corresponds with Wednesday 14th April. We will be 

sending letters out to patients confirming the date and 

time of their second dose. Those patients who received 

their first dose at Wyndham House will get their 

second with us in Silverton and again you will be 

contacted about date and time.  
 

All the vaccines delivered are recorded on a 

Government database and so if, in the future, the 

decision is made to issue some sort of vaccine 

passport, the Government will be able to do this 

centrally. However, we will also be giving all patients 

some paperwork to certify they have received two 

doses of the vaccine.  
 

Hopefully patients aged 18-50 years will start to be 

offered their first vaccine during April. College 

Surgery in Cullompton is going to continue to operate 

as a vaccination centre and this is most likely where 

Wyndham House patients will need to go. Appoint-

ments will be offered via text message with the ability 

to book directly on-line as soon as you receive it. 
 

We are currently reaping the rewards of a very high 

percentage take-up of vaccine. The success of a 

vaccine programme is totally dependent on enough of 

the population participating in it, and so this figure, 

combined with the high effectiveness of the vaccine, 

all bodes well for the UK. However, it is very likely 

that we will all need a booster injection in the Autumn 

around the same time as the normal flu campaign. Due 

to social distancing rules, cases of flu this winter have 

been extremely rare. The RD&E have swabbed all 

admitted patients and have had only 2 positive 

influenza results. This means that next winter will be 

very unpredictable; currently in Australia they have 

Covid under control but are experiencing lots of flu 

outbreaks. Persisting with well-attended vaccine 

clinics is going to be required for some time. “80% of 

success is showing up” said Woody Allen; he was 

making a joke, however, it is absolutely the case for 

everyone for any vaccine programme. 
 

It is the nature of viruses that they will continue to 

alter and change. However, they also do not do well in 

summer when everyone is outside in warm sunny 

weather – so let’s profit over the next few months and 

bask in the success of the NHS Covid vaccine 

programme. 

Dr Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery  

 

Might this be a step closer to the 
reopening of train stations at Cullompton 

and Wellington? 
 

The Devon and Somerset Metro Board reached an 

important milestone in February, submitting a 

Strategic Outline Business Case (SOBC) to the 

Department for Transport to reopen stations at 

Cullompton and Wellington.  
 

Both stations closed in 1964 with the loss of a stopping 

train service.  However, both towns have grown in 

population since then and are the largest settlements 

between Exeter and Taunton. 
 

Cllr Chesterton – Cabinet Member for Planning and 

Economy (Mid Devon District Council) said: 

 “We understand that our project is well placed 

amongst all the schemes nationally and we feel we 

have built a strong case which will assist in securing 

potential future funding and increase the likelihood of 

our aspirations becoming a reality”. 
 

The business case considers various options to 

improve the broader service in the area. These include 

the potential for an hourly service through an extension 

of the current Cardiff to Taunton service and for a new 

Exeter to Taunton Shuttle service. Longer term there 

may also be potential for longer distance services. 
 

 

 

Recipe 
Orange and Lemon Curd 

Good to use on scones with cream, or mixed with 

yogurt for a quick, and refreshing pudding. 
 

1 lemon and 1 orange 

2oz (50g) butter 

3 eggs 

4oz (100g) caster sugar 

4oz (100g) sugar cubes.  
 

Wash and dry the lemon and orange, and rub the sugar 

cubes over the rind to extract the flavour. Squeeze the 

juice from the orange and lemon. Put the sugar, butter, 

fruit juice into a basin and add the beaten eggs poured 

through a strainer. Place the basin over a saucepan of 

gently boiling water and stir until the sugar has 

dissolved and the mixture has thickened. Pour into an 

airtight storage jar. Once opened store in the fridge – if 

it lasts that long! 

Paul Cleave,  

Sustainable Crediton 
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The Garden in April 
 

April is a busy month for the gardener, especially the 

veggie gardener. It’s the month for seed sowing and 

planting out of hardy vegetable plants. It’s too early to 

plant out tender vegetable plants such as squash, 

tomatoes and runner beans, but peas, broad beans, 

sugar snaps, spinach, Swiss chard and all root crops, 

leeks and brassicas will benefit from sowing and 

planting this month. 
 

Garden centres now do a very good selection of young 

veg plants for sale. If you only need a few plants, it’s 

very convenient. I would be tempted to pot them on 

individually, in 8cm pots and brassicas in 9cm pots. 

This will encourage a good vigorous root system. Keep 

in a green house or poly tunnel until the weather 

warms a little but don’t let them get leggy. Move 

outside to a cold frame to slow them up if this happens 

and harden them off. A sheltered corner will do as 

well. 
 

If sowing root crops, start with parsnips as they like to 

be sown in cooler conditions and are in the ground a 

long time. They can take up to 21 days to germinate, 

so don’t panic if they are not showing after a few days. 

Next sow spinach and Swiss chard, then carrots and 

then beetroot which prefers warmer conditions. Peas 

and beans can be sown at any time now. The broad 

beans are often grown earlier but I’ve grown a second 

crop very successfully later in the year, so it’s not too 

late if you haven’t started them yet. If growing your 

pea plants in pots to plant out, put four seeds in an 8cm 

pot and let them grow as one vigorous plant. If they 

start to get leggy, just cut them back to 6cms with a 

pair of scissors. This encourages them to fill out as 

well. By the time of planting, you should have a good 

sized plant. Watch out that they don’t become pot 

bound though, as this slows them up when planted. 
 

Plant your seed potatoes as soon as possible this 

month. Now, this is really where I benefit from my no-

dig bed system. The seed potatoes are just eased under 

the thick layer of hay by hand with a few slug pellets 

and topped up with more hay when they show through. 

If you are digging them into the ground make sure they 

are the depth of the spade deep and also pop in a few 

slug pellets to give them a slug free start. I use organic 

pellets, now readily available. 

 

Lettuce can be sown at any time now inside for 

germination, and then in individual 7cm pots and keep 

in a poly tunnel or green house. Watch out for slug 

damage if they are at floor level. Harden off for a few 

days and then plant out when you have a good root 

system. Do not let them become pot bound as they 

never grow well after that. Keep all potted plants touch 

damp but not soggy and remember, it is better to check 

each day as they will dry out at different speeds. Plant 

lettuce outside when the soil warms up. 
 

When your spring bulbs finish flowering, remove the 

dead heads but do not tidy the leaves. These need the 

next few weeks to make food for the flowers the 

following year. Let them die back naturally. Nature is 

not necessarily tidy but it does know best. The leaves 

will disappear over the next few weeks. If you want to 

move bulbs from an area, dig around, taking the soil 

with them, and slip them into a large pot to finish the 

season’s life cycle. Then store the bulbs and re-plant 

next autumn. 
 

Sow seeds for summer flowers. Hardy and half hardy 

can be sown outside, in prepared beds of fine tilth soil. 

Non hardy will need to be sown inside and then potted 

on individually and brought on in a green house or 

poly tunnel. Plant out when the possibility of frost has 

passed, in May. Herbs can be sown in the same way. 
 

There you go, Neville, plenty to keep you and Jane 

busy, though I expect Jane has already got lots 

growing. 
 

Whatever jobs needs doing in your garden, enjoy being 

outside.  Happy gardening. 
 

                                                       Lorraine Colebrook 

 
 

The Sky at Night 
 

April sky  

Since the Spring Equinox of March 20th, our days are 

gratifyingly longer than our nights. On April 6th & 7th, 

the thin crescent Moon will be close to Saturn, then 

Jupiter in the Western sky just before sunrise. Then on 

April 17th, the new crescent Moon will come close to 

Mars in the West after sunset. Spot some meteors, 

shooting stars, around one a minute, in the last half of 

April, peaking on the 21st from the North East horizon. 

On April 28th is the full SuperMoon, so large because 

it’s closer to us than usual! 
 

Mars 2 - Living life on Mars 

We’re fascinated by Mars, its luminous orange speck 

beckons us away from our humdrum existence into a 

new world of unexpected possibilities. The Men from 

Mars have never come, so we’ll have to pay our 

compliment instead and fairly soon! In point of fact, 

the first person to land on Mars is alive today: several 

projects already have well-developed plans for a small 

group to pursue this exotic dream.  
 

So what is involved? On the human level, candidates 

for the trip-of-a-lifetime will have been selected 

before, during and after intense training quite unlike 

anything that candidates have undergone before. 

Simulation of Mars living has been done already in 
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inhospitable Hawaii! - walking on barren lava flows, 

descending into ‘lava tubes’ (homely caves providing a 

subterranean refuge from the relentless weather). 

Psychological assessments will plague every stage of 

the process.  
 

The successful trainees won’t be your average off-the-

shelf astronauts, because this task and a quick weekend 

visit to the Moon are chalk and cheese. Teamwork, 

leadership, flexibility, calmness in intense situations, 

patience in abundance and the capability to monitor 

one’s self - these are the minimum personality 

requirements, along with superhuman physicality, for a 

group of pioneers who have frankly set out to do the 

cosmic equivalent of Magellan’s huge trip into the 

unknown Pacific Ocean. Nimbleness of mind, 

dexterity and creativity could come in useful, for 

instance when your visor accidentally fogs up a few 

miles from Mars Base (remember Matt Damon, in 

Ridley Scott’s film The Martian, lost and left for dead 

in a red dust storm?).  
 

At the end of the training an enforced period of 

necessary quarantine will determine that no flu virus, 

or worse, hitches a ride to the red planet. Final 

screening will seek to ensure that no other ailments 

(hairline fractures, claustrophobia, gout, mania, etc.) 

affect any of the heroic Martian mariners. As like as 

not, four victims will scrape through selection from 

around ten candidates. 
 

The journey will break all sorts of records - the first 

manned flight longer than a year, the first trip beyond 

the Moon, the longest manned flight. The launch 

rocket itself will be the largest ever built. SpaceX, 

even now are planning to test it for a 2024 launch. 

Affording the fastest manned flight ever, it only stops 

firing once the craft is well outside Earth’s gravity. An 

extensive refuelling system will be required for an 

effective Mars-shot. 
 

Mars is anywhere between 35 and 225million miles 

away. The trip is likely to take 6 uninterrupted months 

until the violent deceleration required to permit the 600 

second, hot controlled entry through Martian air, 

followed by an ultra-safe landing. Parachutes, heat 

shields, even balloons could be used to engineer a 

landing that’s compatible with flesh and bone. The 

deceleration itself will be a dangerously long period of 

‘negative g’. All this and .... wait .... no welcoming 

party?! 
 

In fact, from time zero, conversations with old planet 

Earth will be rather stultified affairs. Messages home 

will be sent in functional packets as there’s between 4 

and 22 minutes’ delay, so the exultant, “We’ve 

arrived” will take at least 8 minutes to receive its reply. 
 

After the landing, comes the real work, building a 

home fit for three or four Manic Mariners. What 

specialisms will they need to fulfil? Surely a medic, 

electrical and mechanical engineers and a pilot. In 

theory, a multi-tasker could do all four, as Matt Damon 

obligingly evidenced in The Martian. He showed how 

you could grow potatoes in a dampened soil enriched 

with minerals. Problem is, the greenhouse would need 

heating and be a closed system for recycling of water 

vapour and all gases including oxygen, carbon dioxide 

and nitrogen compounds. With humans breathing in 

oxygen and plants ‘breathing’ it out, plants taking in 

carbon dioxide and water, and humans breathing them 

out, you can sense the sublime synergy maintaining the 

well-lit Martian greenhouse-hotel arrangement, 600 

large plants for each human being in this fragile 

ecosystem, topped up drop-wise from precious 

reserves. And here’s the thing. Any microbes, left 

unchecked, would catastrophically ruin this cosy life 

on Mars. So antibiotics, not to mention sunglasses, will 

be essential.  
 

For much of the time, even though the greenhouse is 

pressurised, a space suit will be necessary (the 

atmosphere being so thin and lacking oxygen), with a 

full face helmet, oxygen supply, life support and 

electrical systems akin to a mobile mini space station. 

Fortunately, the heavy backpack will weigh much less, 

Mars’ gravity turning an impractical 45 kg load into a 

paltry 15kgs. On the other hand, robust exercise 

routines will be needed so as not to lose too much 

muscle mass.  
 

Micrometeorites rain down constantly, coating 

everything that does and doesn’t move. Likewise, dust 

storms arise from nowhere, whilst solar radiation 

effectively grills human skin if your suit doesn’t 

provide sunscreen factor 100,000! With an average 

temperature of minus 63 degrees C, you’d be forgiven 

for suggesting that robots might more reasonably 

provide the first Marswalk. 
 

What types of project will these Mariners carry out? 

Some will be focussed on scientific sampling/analysis 

of rocks seeking signs of life or water. Others, more 

mundane, will reflect the need to show that people can 

populate this alien environment successfully. 

Meanwhile, any risk of contaminating Mars with 

Earth-borne microbes will have to be avoided on 

practical and ethical grounds. 
 

Extensive plains, deep canyons, breathtaking vistas 

and exotic rock formations await the arrival of 

Earthlings to be mused over at close quarters. Gale 

crater, a whacking 95 miles across, is currently being 

studied by Curiosity rover, the hydrated rocks at the 

base and presence of pebbles signifying the flow of 

water in times long gone. The Martian tourist will want 

to visit Mount Sharp in the crater’s centre, notable for 

its 18,000 ft peak, with evidence that water used to lap 

around its base. Then there’s Valles Marineris, which 
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at 2,500 miles long, 130 miles wide and 5 miles deep 

puts the Grand Canyon very much in the shade!  
 

Other must-sees include the nearby Olympus Mons, 

the largest volcano in the Solar System. Tharsis region 

has many more volcanoes within it too, all related to 

the existence of the huge canyon. Then there’s the 

mysterious Orcus Patera, a teardrop-shaped crater, 

possibly caused by a small moon grazing the surface 

and bouncing away. The current moons, Phobos and 

Deimos are also tiny at around 10 miles across. The 

white South polar cap is 250 miles across – 120 

degrees in winter, its cap of dry-ice (not ordinary ice) 

sitting on top of the dark red surface. The ice, 2 miles 

thick, sublimates in Spring, the soil-darkened geysers 

jet CO2 from the dry-ice high into the sky forming 

regular dark stripes across the frozen terrain (see 

photo). The North Pole is plain old water-ice, very 

useful as a supply of fresh water and a permanent cap 

all year round. 

 

 
Photo. Martian geysers spouting out from the South 

Pole in Spring. Courtesy of NASA 

 
 

Terra Sirenum is a cratered crystalline area most likely 

to harbour ancient fossils! Why? Microbes from 

deserts on Earth have been found to tolerate hot dry 

conditions, whilst others tolerate cold, with lots of salt. 

A living sample 1 km down a salt mine has been found 

on Earth! Such ancient, but viable microbes need no 

oxygen, no sunlight, few nutrients - and yet they grow! 

Salty, cold, dry Martian environments should be 

habitable for these incredible organisms. Collecting 

Mars samples should allow scientists to discover 

existing or fossilised microbes if they exist at all. 
 

Early Mars looked similar to Earth three billion years 

ago, but was smaller and much more wobbly, which 

permitted the rapid and steady migration of its poles, 

which allowed water ice to extensively accumulate 

under its surface. Likewise, critically, its magnetic 

field was lost as its liquid core cooled down and 

solidified. Magnetism is essential to protect planets 

like our own home from Solar radiation which would 

otherwise strip the atmosphere of its gases. Mars is still 

suffering this process of slow mummification and 

decay but if humans can’t adapt to survive and even 

prosper on this our closest orb, what chance have we 

of leaving the planet that we are systematically 

destroying? 
 

Peter Hargood 

 
Funnies 
 

Very Pun-ctual 
 

1. A bicycle can't stand alone; it is two tired. 

2. A will is a dead giveaway. 

3. Time flies like an arrow;  fruit flies like a banana. 

4. With her marriage she got a new name and a dress. 

5. A lot of money is tainted: 'Taint yours, and 'taint 

mine. 

6. When you've seen one shopping centre you've seen 

a mall. 

7. If you jump off a Paris bridge, you are in Seine. 

8. When she saw her first strands of grey hair, she 

thought she'd dye. 

9. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra 

class because it was a weapon of maths disruption. 

10. In a democracy it's your vote that counts; in 

feudalism, it's your Count that votes. 

 

Random thoughts as we age … 
 

1. The biggest lie I tell myself is … 'I don't need to 

write that down, I'll remember it.' 

2. Wouldn't it be great if we could put ourselves in 

the dryer for 10 minutes, and come out wrinkle-

free and three sizes smaller? 

3. Last year I joined a support group for 

procrastinators. We haven't met yet. 

4. I don't need anger management, I need people to 

stop being so annoying. 

5. Old age is coming at a really bad time. 

6. Of course I talk to myself – sometimes I need 

expert advice. 

7. If God had wanted me to touch my toes, he would 

have put them on my knees. 

8. The kids text me 'plz', which is shorter than please.  

I text back 'no', which is shorter than 'yes'. 

9. I'm going to retire and live off my savings.  Not 

sure what I'll do the second week. 

10. Have I sent this to you already, or did you send this 

to me 
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New Bench in Memory of Sybil Tullock 
 

You may already have seen the new bench, donated by her family in memory of Thorvertonian Sybil Tulloch, 

which has been installed on Barliabins off Dark Lane overlooking the Post Office car park. The insert in the photo 

shows the plaque on the bench. 

 

 
With thanks to John Spivey for this photo 

 
 
Adverts 
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The Exeter Inn Update 
What’s happening?  

In line with the current government roadmap, we will be reopening 
the outside areas of the pub on 12th April 2021 to serve food and 
drink.  We are intending to use all outside areas including the 
‘suntrap’ at the rear of the pub.  Marquees have been purchased to 
provide cover in case the classic British weather becomes 
unpredictable.  Opening hours will be adapted, aligned with 
government guidelines, to ensure we remain COVID-19 compliant.  

Many will have seen Western Power outside The Exeter Inn for a 
second time recently.  We are not making any significant changes 
to the pub; we are just upgrading the premises and equipment.  A higher electric capability was 
required to support the new kitchen, BT Sports in both the main bar and skittle alley, and WIFI 
that reaches inside and out of the pub. 

 

History is important to us and we will continue to do everything we can to enhance and promote 
the rich heritage that comes with The Exeter Inn.  For example, did you know the lights on the 
pillars outside, to the right of the main entrance, came from the old Exe Bridge?  We have also 
refurbished the traditional phone box to bring it back to life. 
 

A bit about us 

Rick spent time running many bars before becoming an engineer serving 24 years in the 
military.  After retiring he worked at the Met Office, upgrading their network of Weather Radars 
until he finally ending up here at The Exeter Inn as one of the landlords. 
 

Matt is still currently a Major in the Royal Military Police (RMP). Having served for over 17 
years, he is in the twilight of his career and is doing his resettlement and transition to civilian life 
as a landlord.  This is a passion he has had for decades, having worked for many years at the 
Double Locks in Exeter and various pubs in Cardiff. 
 

We’ve been asked why our company is called ‘Coxes Monkey and 
Spanner’ so thought we would explain it: 
Coxes = Cox brothers 

‘Monkey’ = the nickname used in the military for the RMP 

‘Spanner’ = the nickname used in the military for mechanics/engineers.  
 

The future 

Looking toward to the future, the government roadmap will allow us to welcome customers 
inside again from 17th May 2021.  In a change to the previous licence we will serve food and 
drink throughout the premises.  Families and dogs are welcome.  We will show a variety of 
televised sports throughout the year, including the Euros. 
 

We also intend to continue running a takeaway service so you can still enjoy our good pub food 
and drink from the comfort of your own home.  
 

To order call 01392 860206 or message us on Facebook.  We will be taking advanced orders 
and orders from up to an hour before service. 
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An Introduction to Shakespeare 
for school children (Part 2) 
 

 
 

The Man and his World  
 

What do we know about Shakespeare? The records 

show that he was born in 1564 in Stratford-upon–

Avon, where he grew up and went to school. His 

father made gloves and became a local councillor and 

then mayor, and his mother, Mary Arden, came from 

a well-known local family. William was the third 

child and eldest son of a family of two girls and four 

boys. We know from documents that at age 18 he 

married Anne Hathaway, who was 26. The first child, 

Susanna, was born in 1583, followed by twins, 

Hamnet and Judith, two years later. The birth of the 

twins is the last official record we have of 

Shakespeare until 1590, when we learn that he had 

become a successful playwright in London. 
 

We would love to find out how and when he became 

a playwright. There is a story that he had to leave 

Stratford in a hurry because he was caught poaching 

deer, and another that his first job in London was 

holding patrons’ horses as they dismounted at the 

theatre.  He was certainly an actor before he started 

writing plays. We would also love to know what he 

did during his seven lost or hidden years, that is, 

between the ages of 20 and 27. Scholars have made 

intelligent guesses that he was a teacher or soldier, 

and even that he sailed round the world with Sir 

Francis Drake, but these are no more than guesses. 

Maybe one day you will be the one to find out! 
 

Shakespeare was a practical man of the theatre, 

working as an actor, producer, playwright and chief 

shareholder in a company called The Lord Chamber-

lain’s Men (later, under King James I known as the 

King’s Men). His plays remain vibrantly alive 

because of this practical experience, and of course his 

sense of what would work on stage and his magical 

way with words. As a writer he was a “honey-

tongued” genius who understood the demands of the 

stage like no one else. His company performed in the 

Globe Theatre, a replica of which you can visit on 

London’s South Bank. You can also watch its 

masterful recreation during a stage performance of 

Laurence Olivier’s fine film of Henry V. 

 

Shakespeare retired to Stratford around 1613, having 

written comedies, histories and tragedies – we think 

38 plays in all, as well as 154 sonnets and other 

poems. He died in 1616 at the age of 52 (neither 

young nor old for his time) and he is buried in the 

local church.  The following lines may have helped 

to keep his tomb in the chancel untouched over the 

years: 
 

Good friend for Jesus’ sake forbear 

To dig the dust enclosed here. 

Blest be the man who spares these stones 

And cursed be he who moves my bones. 
 

This is all the reliable information we have on a 

playwright who after 450 years is more performed 

and loved the world over than any other. 
 

Clearly Shakespeare learnt his craft by steadily acting 

and writing, year in and year out, but he showed no 

interest in publishing his plays. Had he or his 

company (who owned them) done so, others might 

have performed them in competition with his own. 

Nevertheless, 17 were published in some form (often 

corrupt or incomplete) during his own lifetime. 
 

 Seven years after his death, in 1623, two friends and 

fellow actors, Heminge and Condell, fearing that his 

complete plays might be lost to future generations, 

published 36 of them in a single edition called the 

First Folio with the title “Mr William Shakespeare’s 

Comedies, Histories and Tragedies.” We owe these 

two loyal and far-seeing friends a considerable debt. 
 

 They wrote in their preface that they had collected 

Shakespeare’s plays, “without ambition either of 

selfe-profit or fame: onely to keepe the memory of so 

worthy a Friend and Fellow alive”, and they 

continued, “His hand and mind went together: and 

what he  thought, he uttered with that easiness, that 

wee have scarce received from him a blot in his 

papers. But it is not our province, who onely gather 

his works, and give them to you, to praise him. It is 

yours that reade him.” 
 

 Indeed, so let us now turn to the plays and poems 

themselves and ask what makes them and their 

author so special that he is as much loved today as he 

was by audiences during his lifetime. 

 

To be continued …. 
 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

Nature Notes 
Throughout the winter it has been a pleasure to chat 

to locals on our walks around the village. Also, one 

of the things we enjoy is to buy eggs from Tina Ayre 

at Ratcliffe Farm. We always have a peek inside the 

egg box to see if there is a blue egg and a dark brown 

egg in the mix! On one of our walks Michael Ayre 

stopped us and asked if we would like to see lambs 

being born. We enthusiastically jumped at the chance 
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and watched as two were born. In recent years the 

Ayre family has hosted ‘Lambing Sunday’ but not 

this year due to Covid lockdown. 
 

What a lovely sunny day we had on 22nd February 

and my heart was singing by the time my daughter 

and I ended our local walk. Our first sighting was a 

hen stonechat and we observed her descending from 

her various perches to pick up food items. We 

stopped to investigate the hedgebank where the old 

chapel stood. This is a good place to spot insects, 

particularly bees but this day we saw a tiny red 

rumex weevil and black ants.  
 

Retracing our steps for a few yards we then walked 

along Rixaford lane to the stream and saw a 

handsome grey wagtail. Along here we saw several 

seven-spot ladybirds, another red rumex weevil and a 

ruby tiger moth caterpillar. Walking back up the hill 

towards home we spotted our first butterfly of the 

year, a comma sunning itself on a hedge. On 

investigating more seven-spot ladybirds on a patch of 

holly, we were astonished to find another caterpillar, 

this time an early instar oak eggar moth caterpillar. 

This particular patch of holly is full of tightly packed 

white-pink flower buds and the caterpillar may have 

been eating them. Sunday 28th February was another 

day of sightings including a male brimstone butterfly 

in our garden and a small tortoiseshell butterfly on 

our local walk. 
 

Following on from January being the wettest on 

record, the Met Office announced that February in 

the UK was the coldest in 66 years. The first half of 

March has not been so good either. I have received 

two reports of hedgehogs out and about. During a 

wander in our garden I looked up to the tops of our 

trees and noticed some elms and ash are flowering. 

Will the elms ever recover to once again grow to be 

the huge trees of my childhood? On 13th March 

lizards were seen on a hedge along Colaton Lane 

which I always call Bidwell Lane, anyway it’s the 

lane from Jericho Street to Bidwell Cross. This is the 

lane where we see glow-worms on summer nights. 

On 17th March a harrier species (probably hen 

harrier) was seen on the edge of the village. This is 

the third reported sighting of a harrier around the 

village since 2007 and virtually in the same place. 
 

In October 2020 Focus I wrote about two beetles that 

were spotted at Raddon Top in May 2020 and I 

thought they were tanbark borers. Recently I showed 

their pictures to a colleague who is an avid 

photographer of wildlife, especially of Dawlish 

Warren nature reserve. He guided me to look at 

Cantharis species of beetle. I can now confirm the 

beetle found on gorse on 9th May is Cantharis 

rustica. I am still not sure of the name of the dull 

black beetle found on 31st May. Cantharis rustica has 

the common name of sailor beetle. It is a carnivore 

that hunts mainly on flower heads and is a fairly 

common species. Should you be interested you can 

look at the pictures in colour in Focus on Thorverton 

online. 
 

A to Z Stitchwort 

The stitchwort flowers you are likely to see around 

Thorverton are greater stitchwort Stellaria holostea 

and lesser stitchwort Stellaria graminea both having 

white flowers. The main flowering period for greater 

stitchwort is from April to June but it is one of those 

flowers I start looking out for from late winter, a 

pioneer spring flower. This year, my first sighting of 

a greater stitchwort flower was on 2nd January 

probably due to Decembers’ mild weather with more 

flowers seen on two separate patches of the plant in 

early March. After pollination, round, green seed 

capsules are formed which as a child I loved to 

squeeze and pop and hence the plants other name of 

snap jack. This plant is found along roadsides and in 

woods. 
 

Lesser stitchwort is such a small, delicate, starry, 

sweet looking flower seen from May to July of 

woods and grasslands. Look out for this flower along 

the public footpath between Raddon and 

Berrisbridge. 

Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

Poetry  
One Snowdrop Small 

 

Born of the snow,  

Bathed in the dew 

Dressed by the frost, 

Her fairness grew. 

Kissed by the breeze, 

Blessed by the rain 

Softly she spoke 

Of Spring again. 

Cold was the soil, 

Dark was her bed, 

Strong was the faith 

Which upward led; 

No warmth she knew, 

Except inside 

Her tiny heart, 

From which spread wide 

The warmth and start 

Of every Spring, 

Its new sprung hope 

Its wondering. 

One snowdrop small 

And sweet as love, 

One fragile link 

With heaven above.             Doreen Beer 

about:blank
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Puzzles 
Here are the solutions to March’s puzzles, with a 

special mention to Graeme Culshaw and Ian Stoyle 

for submitting their answers (although even these two 

great minds could not solve the Figures for Letters 

problem): 

 

a) Set Square 

b) Figures for Letters 

(ABCD x EFGHI = ACGEFHIBD) is:  

6543 x 98271 = 642987153.  

I regret that I am unable to explain a good way of 

arriving at this answer other than through trial and 

error (which is likely to be a very lengthy process). 

 

d) Su Doku 

I have not given the completed Su Doku grid, but can 

do on request should anyone want to see it. 

 

e) Dominoes 

 

6 

 

4 1 2 6 2 2 4 

0 

 

0 1 3 0 2 4 2 

6 

 

5 5 1 4 0 3 6 

5 

 

6 6 3 3 6 3 0 

1 

 

0 5 2 6 1 1 2 

0 

 

4 4 3 5 0 3 1 

1 

 

5 3 5 4 5 2 4 

 

c) Calendar Puzzle 

I asked why, under our present calendar rules, the 

first day of a century can never fall on a Sunday or a 

Wednesday or a Friday. While years divisible by four 

are normally leap years, when a year is divisible by 

100 without a remainder it is not a leap year unless it 

is also divisible by 400 without a remainder, when it 

is a leap year. Applying this we can see that 1 

January 1901 was a Tuesday, January 1 2001 was a 

Monday, January 1 2101 will be a Saturday, January 

1 2201 a Thursday and January 1 2301 a Tuesday. 

This sequence – Tuesday-Monday-Saturday-

Thursday-back to Tuesday – will repeat endlessly. 

You will note that I have used the first day of each 

century as being the first day of the year ending ...1. 

 

This month’s puzzles  

 

a) Set Square 

d) Su Doku 

Here is another Su Doku puzzle (each horizontal and 

vertical line must contain each of the numbers from 

one to nine): 

 

c) Measuring the River’s Width 

On a recent walk I reached the bank of the River Exe 

near Tray Mill, with no crossing point available. I 

wanted to know the width of the river. Armed with 

nothing more than a tape measure, pencil and paper, 

how could I most easily achieve that? 

 

Neville Lane 

3 x 4 - 9 = 3 

+  -  +  

5 - 1 x 7 = 28 

x  x  x  

6 ÷ 2 x 8 = 24 

= 48  

 

= 6  = 128  

 x  - 6 = 18 

+  x  x  

 

 -  + 5 = 6 

-  +  +  

 x  -   

= 13 

= 6  

 

= 26  = 31  

6 3      8  

  1   5 6   

   7  6    

4   3   9  6 

 7      4  

3  6   2   1 

   8  9    

  8 2   7   

 5      2 8 
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Legal Eagle 
 

Jayne Taylor in her poem, ‘The Village Green’, 

written in the early 1800s, conjures up the traditional 

view of an area of grass where local inhabitants can 

walk and play. The notion of ‘recreation’ continues 

to play an important role in deciding whether land 

can be registered as a “town or village green” (TVG) 

under s15 of the Commons Act 2006. 

 

In T W Logistics Ltd -v- Essex County Council 

and another [2021], (TWL) the land in question is 

an area of concrete lying along the quayside in 

Mistley port in Essex. (TWL) owns and operates 

Mistley port. It has been using the land for the 

passage of port vehicles, including heavy goods 

vehicles, and the temporary storage of cargo. The 

land is also used by local inhabitants to walk dogs 

and for general recreation. These two activities have 

existed side by side for many years. 

 

In 2010, a local inhabitant, Ian Tucker, applied to 

Essex County Council to register a large part of the 

quay as a (TVG) under the provisions of s15. Under 

the Act, the Council was required to register the land 

as a (TVG) where: - 
 

a. A significant number of any locality, or of 

any neighbourhood within a locality, have 

indulged as of right in lawful sports and 

pastimes on the land for a period of 20 years; 

and  

b. They continue to do so at the time of the 

application. 
 

The Council, on being satisfied regarding the 

required conditions, registered the land in accordance 

with Mr Tucker’s request. (TWL) challenged the 

registration in the High Court on a number of 

grounds, all of which were dismissed. The Court of 

Appeal upheld the High Court’s decision and (TWL) 

appealed to the Supreme Court. 

 

The essence of (TWL’s) argument against 

registration was that land should not be registered as 

“town and village green” if that would criminalise 

the landowner’s existing commercial activities and, 

on the facts of the case, (TWL’s) commercial 

activities would be criminalised after registration.  

 

(TWL) based their argument on a number of statutes, 

in particular, s12 of the Inclosure Act 1857 and s29 

of the Commons Act 1876 (the “Victorian 

Statutes”), which make it a criminal offence to 

interfere with a (TVG) in a number of different ways, 

including by interrupting local inhabitants from using 

it as a place for exercise and recreation. S34 of the 

Road Traffic Act 1988 which makes it an offence to 

drive a vehicle on a (TVG) without lawful authority; 

and two health and safety provisions which require 

an employer to protect members of the public from 

risks to their health and safety. 

 

The question, therefore, for the Supreme Court was 

whether (TWL’s) commercial activities criminalised 

after registration. 

 

The judgment of the Supreme Court first sets out the 

rights of the public and the landowner over the land 

following (TVG) registration. Local inhabitants have 

to exercise their rights over a (TVG) in a fair and 

reasonable way, so as to respect the concurrent 

reasonable and established use by the landowner. 

This, the Court said, has become known as the 

principle of “give and take”. By registration, the 

public acquire the general right to use the land for 

any lawful sport or pastime, whether or not 

corresponding to the particular recreational uses to 

which the land was put in the preceding 20 years. 

However, the landowner can continue to undertake 

activities of the same general quality and at the same 

general level as before. The landowner may also 

undertake new and different activities provided that 

these do not interfere with the right of the public to 

use the land for lawful sports and pastimes. 

 

In dealing with the specific statutory provisions 

raised by (TWL), the Court said that (TVG) 

registration does not criminalise the landowner 

continuing its pre-existing activities on the land. The 

“Victorian Statutes” treat certain acts as public 

nuisances and so, in accordance with the definition of 

public nuisance in R -v- Rimmington [2005], 

(TWL’S) activities are not criminalised where those 

activities are “warranted by law”. Here, as (TWL) 

has the legal right after registration to carry on its 

existing commercial activities, those activities are 

“warranted by law”. Similarly, the Court said, 

(TWL’s) right to carry on with what it has been 

doing means that it does so with “lawful authority” 

for the purposes of s34 of the Road Traffic Act 

1988.  

 

With regard to the health and safety legislation, the 

Court pointed out that this had always applied 

irrespective of registration as a (TVG). Therefore, if 

(TWL) is lawfully required by the Health and Safety 

Executive to take some particular action, that would 

constitute lawful authority for doing so. 

In consequence of the above, (TWL’s) appeal was 

dismissed. The land, following registration as a 

(TVG), would continue to be used as it had been used 

throughout the previous 20 years as a shared space, 

subject to the “give and take” principle. 

Clive Hamblin 
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Iain Clarke  

Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 

Grass Cutting 
Hedge Trimming 

Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 

Planting 

Garden Maintenance 
Advice 

30 + Years in Horticulture 
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Postcards of Thorverton  

 
Lovely photos taken by Alex and Sam Fice 

available from the Post Office and the Berry 

Dairy  

All proceeds in aid of the Thorverton pre-school 

and Thorverton Post Office  
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Welcome and pop in for: 

Award winning cheese, ham, bacon and deli produce 

Locally sourced produce, fresh fruit and vegetables 

Creedy Carver chicken and duck 

Locally made cakes, delicious brownies and flapjacks 

Freshly ground coffee, hot drinks and tea to take away 

Local artisan bread 

Hot pasties, sausage rolls and freshly made sandwiches 

Local milk refill station 

Eco refill station 

Wines, spirits, local beers and ciders 

Everyday essentials 

Artisan and classic ice creams and treats 

Cards and gifts 

Card payments accepted and cashback 

Open 8:00am until 6:00pm Monday to Saturday 

Berry Dairy 01392 861060 
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PERSONAL TRAINING & MENTAL 

HEALTH FITNESS 

 
Mental health nurse & award winning personal 

trainer offer ing a holistic approach to personal 

training at Sole2Soul's fully equipped gym 

studio in Netherexe.  

sole2soulfitness@gmail.com  

 

www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk   

 

 

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 

 

mailto:sole2soulfitness@gmail.com
http://www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk/
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BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern 
Upholstery 

 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. Repairs. 

 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
Over 25 years experience. 

 

12 Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, 
Tiverton. EX16 6SR 

 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Kevin Sussex 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 
Tel: 

01392 881961 
or 

07919950222 
 

 

 

GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 

COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 

 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 

experience - university, college and school.  

Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 

Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

 

 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 

PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601 

Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Elite Blinds and Tracks Ltd have now moved.  

More details later, but phone numbers unaltered.
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 
 

Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)  Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk             Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU.   
Phone: 01392 861228. 

 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-
10.30 for newspapers only. Business Management Team: Royston 
Kershaw, Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 

Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MOST  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 
 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 10.00 am-12.00. 
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 
 

 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
 

Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 
Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 
 

Focus Magazine        Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: John Slater, Ye Olde Pounde, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                      Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 

 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Nina Hamilton  (thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com or 07787 225989) 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler, C. Nicholls, G. Davies and L. Spriggs 

 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall,  

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler,  08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls,  

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls,  

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

April 13th (Tues.) and 26th.      April 7th (Wed.) and 19th 

May 10th and 24th.      May 4th (Tues.) and 17th. 

 

Mobile Library 
Service currently suspended 
 

Union Flag Flying days in April 
21st : Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen 

23rd: St George's Day. 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
The majority of bus services resumed from 14th June, as below. The temporary pre-9.30 free travel concession for 

National Bus Pass-holders was withdrawn to help ensure capacity for workers during peak hours. 
 

Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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Thorverton in Bloom 
 

A street competition to show Thorverton at its best 
 
 

   
 

This summer we would love to see Thorverton looking great with floral 

displays. We will be pitting each street against one another for the 

accolade of Thorverton’s Most Floral Street. 
    

   
 

Judging will take place at the end of June, but you and your neighbours 

might want to start thinking about it now and making some plans for your 

street.   

Do be inventive. 
 


